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ist ConGREss. ] No. 1. List Session. 





MILITARY FORCE IN 1789. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, ON THE 10TH OF AUGUST, 1789. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE: 


l HAVE directed a statement of the troops in the service of the United States to be laid before you, for your 


information. ~~ ; 
These troops were raised by virtue of the resolves of Congress, of the 20th of October, 1786, and the 3d of Oc- 


tober, 1787, in order to protect the frontiers from the depredations of the hostile Indians; to prevent all intrusions 
on the public lands; and to facilitate the surveying and selling of the same, for the purpose of reducing the public 
debt. 
As these important objects continue to require the aid of the troops, it is necessary that the establishment thereof 
should, in all respects, be conformed, by law, to the constitution of the United States. 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 
New York, 4ugust 10th, 1789. 


A statement of the Troops in the service of the United States. 
The establishment, as directed to be raised and organized by the acts of Congress, of 3d of October, 1787, to wit: 
ONE REGIMENT OF INFANTRY, consisting of 


_ 1 lieutenant colonel commandant, 2 majors, 7 captains, 7 lieutenants, 8 ensigns, 1 surgeon, 4 mates. 
“ight companies, each of which to consist of four sergeants, four corporals, two musicians, and sixty 
- - . - - - 560 


privates, - - - 
ONE BATYALION OF ARTILLERY. 
i major, 4 captains, 8 lieutenants, 1 surgeon’s mate. = 
four companies, each of which to consist of 4 sergeants, 4 corporals, 2 musicians, and 60 privates, 280 
Non-commissioned and privates, - - - - . ° j 840 
That the pay of the troops was fixed by the act of Congress, of the 12th of April, 1785, and confirmed by the 
acts of the 20th of October, 1786, and the 3d of October, 1787, to wit: 


Lieutenant colonel commandant at $50 per month, Mate,at = - $30 per month, 
Major, - 45 do. Sergeants, - 6 do. 
Captain, - : 35 do. Corporals, - 5 do. 
Lieutenant, - - 26 do. Musicians, - 5 do. 
Ensign, - - 20 do. Privates, - 4 do. 
Surgeon, - - 45 do. 


That the subsistence to the officers, in lieu of rations, are the same as during the late war, to wit: 
Lieutenant colonel commandant, 


Major, - ; $20 per month, Ensign, - $8 per month, 
Captain, - - 12 do. Surgeon, - 16 do. 
Lieutenant, - 8 do. Mate, - 8 do. 


That lieutenants, acting as adjutant quarter master and paymaster, are allowed, by the act of Congress, of the 
12th of April, 1785, for their extra duty, $10 per month. 
That the allowance of forage is as follows: 


3 Majors, each $12 per month, 

1 Surgeon 6 do. 

3 Regimental staff, each $6 do. 
2 ™ 
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That, by the act of Congress, of the 31st July, 1787, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Harmar was promoted to 
the rank of Brigadier General by brevet, with an allowance of the emoluments, but not the pay, of said rank. 
That the emoluments are as follows, to wit: 

Subsistence, - - $64 per month, 

Forage, - - 18 do. 

That each non-commissioned officer and soldier is allowed, annually, one suit of uniform clothes, as follows: 

One coat, 1 vest, 2 pairs woollen overalls, 2 pairs linen overalls, 1 hat, 4shirts, 4 pairs shoes, 4 pairs socks, 1 
stock, 1 stock clasp, 1 pair shoe buckles, 1 blanket. 

ae each nen-commissioned officer and soldier is also allowed one ration per day, to consist of the following 
articles: 


1 pound of bread = om, . 1 quart salt, » 

1 pound of beef or lb. of pork, 2 quarts vinegar, _—" - 

1 gill of common rum. 2 pounds soap, f to every 100 rations. 
1 pound candles, 


That the troops in actual service are as follows: 
‘Two companies of artillery, raised by virtue of the acts of Congress, of the 20th of October, 1786, and continued 
by the act of Congress, of the 9th of April, 1787, one of which is stationed at the arsenal at West Point, on Hud- 


son river, and the other at the arsenal at Springfield, on Connecticut river, —- - - 76 
Troops stationed on the frontiers, as follows: 

At the various posts northwest of the Ohio, - - - - - - 596 

672 

Wanting, to complete the establishment, - - - - “ 168 

Non- commissioned and privates, _ 840 

‘That all the troops were enlisted for three years. = 


That the engagements of the two companies of artillery, at West Point and Springfield, will expire the begin- 
ning of the year 1790. ‘ , ; 

That, of the troops on the frontiers, enlisted by virtue of the acts of Congress, of the 3d of October, 1787, 528 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers will have to serve, generally, to the middle of the year 1791; and two com- 
panies, consisting of 68 non-commissioned and privates, until towards the month of May, 1792. : 

That the change in the Government of the United States will require that the articles of war be revised and 
adapted to the constitution. That the oaths, necessary to be taken by the troops, be prescribed, and also the form 
of the commissions which are to be issued to the officers. 

All which is humbly submitted to the President of the United States. 

H. KNOX. 


War Orrice, 4ugust 8th, 1789. 


ist Concress. ] No. 2. (2d Session. 





ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, ON THE 21ST OF JaNUARY, 1790. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 


The Secretary for the Department of War has submitted to me certain principles to serve as a plan for the gen- 
eral arrangement of the militia of the United States. 

Conceiving the subject to be of the highest importance to the welfare of our country, and liable to be placed in 
various — of view, I have directed him to lay the plan before Congress, for their information, in order that they 


may make such use thereof as they may judge proper. 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 


Unirev Srates, January 21, 1790. 


War Orrice, January 18,1790. 


Sir: Having submitted to your consideration a plan for the arrangement of the militia of the United States, which 
i had presented to the late Congress, and you having approved the general principles thereof, with certain excep- 
tions, I now respectfully lay the same before yeu, modified according to the alterations you were pleased to suggest. 

Ithas been my anxious desire to devise a national system of defence adequate to the probable exigencies of the 
United States, whether arising from internal or external causes; and at the same time to erect astandard of repub- 
lican magnanimity, independent of, and superior to, the powerful influences of wealth. 

The convulsive events, generated by the inordinate pursuit of riches or ambition, require that the Government 
should possess a strong corrective arm. 

The idea is therefore submitted, whether an efficient military branch of Gove: nment can be invented, with safe - 
ty to the great principles of liberty, unless the same shall be formed of the people themselves, and supported by 
their habits and manners. 

Ihave the honor to be, sir, with the most perfect respect, your most obedient servant, 
H. KNOX, 
Secretary for the Department of War. 

The Prestpenr of the United States. 


THE INTRODUCTION. 


That a well constituted repu’:lic is more favorable to the liberties of society, and that its principles give a higher 
elevation to the human mind than any other form of Government, has gunanally been acknowledged by the unpre- 
judiced and enlightened part of mankind. 

But it is at the same time acknowledged, that, unless a republic prepares itself by proper arrangements to meet 
those exigencies to which all States are in a degree liable, that its peace and existence are more precarious than the 
forms of Government in which the will of one directs the conduct of the whole, for the defence of the nation. 























1790.} ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 7 





A government, whose measures must be the result of multiplied deliberations, is seldom ina situation to produce 
instantly those exertions which the occasion may demand; therefore it ought to possess such energetic establishments 
as should enable it, by the vigor of its own citizens, to control events as they arise, instead of being convulsed or 
subverted by them. 

It is the misfortune of modern ages, that governments have been formed by chance and events, instear system; 
that, without fixed principles, they are braced or relaxed, from time to time, according to the predomina..ag power 
of the rulers or the ruled: the rulers possessing separate interests from the people, excepting in some of the high- 
tioned monarchies, in which all opposition to the will of the princes seems annihilated. 

Hence we look round Europe in vain for an extensive government, rising on the power iuherent in the people, 
and genes. its operations entirely for their benefit. But we find artificial force governing every where, and the 
people generally made subservient to the elevation and caprice of the few: almost every nation appearing to be busily 
employed in conducting some external war; grappling with internal commotion; or endeavoring to extricate itself 
from impending debts, which threaten to overwhelm it with ruin. Princes and ministers seem neither to have leisure 
nor inclination to bring forward institutions for diffusing general strength, knowledge, and happiness; but they seem 
to understand well the Machiavelian maxim of politics—divide and govern. 

May the United States avoid the errors and crimes of other governments, and possess the wisdom to embrace the 
present invaluable opportunity of establishing such institutions as shall invigorate, exalt, and perpetuate, the great 
principles of freedom—an opportunity pregnant with the fate of millions, but rapidly borne on the wings of time, and 
which may never again return. 

The public mind, unbiassed by superstition or prejudice, seems happily prepared to receive the impressions of 
wisdom. The latent springs of human action, ascertained by the pres of experience, may be regulated and 
made subservient to the noble purpose of forming a dignified national character. 

The causes by which nations have ascended and declined, through the various ages of the world, may be calmly 
and accurately determined; and the United States may be placed in the singularly fortunate condition of commenc- 
— career of empire with the accumulated knowledge of all the known societies and governments of the 
giovde. > 
” The strength of the Government, like the strength of any other vast and complicated machine, will depend on 
a due adjustment of its several parts: its agriculture, its commerce, its laws, its finance, its system of defence, and 
its manners and habits, all require consideration, and the highest exercise of political wisdom. 

It is the intention of the present attempt to suggest the most efficient system of defence which may be compa- 
tible with the interests of a free people—a system which shall not only produce the expected effect, but which, in its 
operations, shall also produce those habits aud manners which will impart strength and durability to the whole go- 
vernment. 

The modern practice of Europe, with respect to the employment of standing armies, has created such a mass of 
opinion in their favor, that even philosophers and the advocates for liberty have frequently confessed their use and 
necessity in certain cases. 

But whoever seriously and candidly estimates the power of discipline, and the tendency of military habits, will 
be constrained to confess, that, whatever may be the eflicacy of astanding army in war, it cannot in peace be con- 
sidered as friendly to-the rights of human nature. The recent instance in France cannot with propriety be brought 
to overturn the general principle, built upon the uniform experience of mankind. It may be found, on examining 
the causes that appear to have influenced the military of France, that, while the springs of power were wound up in 
the nation to the highest pitch, the discipline of the army was proportionably relaxed. But any argument on 
this head may be considered as unnecessary to the enlightened citizens of the United States. 

A small corps of well disciplined and well informed artillerists and engineers, and a legion for the protection of the 
frontiers and the magazines and arsenals, are all the military establishment which may be required for the present 
use of the United States. The privates of the corps to be enlisted for a certain period, and after the expiration of 
which to return to the mass of the citizens. 

Anenergetic national militia is to be regarded as the capital security of a free republic, and nota standing army, 
forming a distinct class in the community. 

It is the introduction and diffusion of vice, and corruption of manners, into the mass of the people, that renders a 
standing army necessary. It is when public spirit is despised, and avarice, indolence, and Shacaace of manners 
predominate, and prevent the establishment of institutions which would elevate the minds of the youth in the paths 
of virtue and honor, that a standing army is formed and riveted for ever. 

While the human character remains unchanged, and societies and governments of considerable extent are formed, 
a principle ever ready to execute the laws, and defend the state, must constantly exist. Without this vital principle, 
the government would be invaded or overturned, and trampled upon by the bold and ambitious. No community 
can be long held together, unless its arrangements are adequate to its probable exigencies. 

If it should be decided to reject a standing army for the military branch of the government of the United States, 
as possessing too fierce an aspect, and being hostile to the principles ef liberty, it will follow that a well constituted 
militia ought to be established. 

A consideration of the subject will show the impracticability of disciplining at once the mass of the people. All 
discussions on the subject of a powerful militia will result in one or other of the following principles: 

First, Either efficient institutions must be established for the military education of the youth, and that the know- 
ledge acquired therein shall be diffused throughout the community, by the mean of rotation; or, 

Secondly, That the militia must be formed of substitutes, after the manner of the militia of Great Britain. 

If the United States possess the vigor of mind to establish the first institution, it may reasonably be expected to 
produce the most unequivocal advantages. A glorious national spirit will be introduced, with its extensive train of 
political consequences. ‘The youth will imbibe a love of their country; reverence and obedience to its laws; courage 
and elevation of mind; openness and liberality of character; accompanied by a just spirit of honor: in addition to 
which their bodies will acquire a robustness, greatly conducive to their personal happiness, as well as the defence 
of their country; while habit, with its silent but efficacious operations, will durably cement the system. 

Habit, that powerful and universal law, incessantly acting on the human race, well deserves the attention of legis- 
laters—formed at first in individuals, by separate and almost imperceptible impulses, until at length it acquires a 
force which controls with irresistible sway. ‘The effects of salutary or pernicious habits, operating on a whole nation, 
are immense, and decide its rank and character in the world. 

Hence the science of legislation teaches to scrutinize every national institution, as it may introduce proper or im- 
proper habits; to adopt with religious zeal the former, and reject with horror the latter. 

A republic, constructed on the principles herein stated, would be uninjured by events, sufficient to overturn a 
government supported solely by the uncertain power of a standing army. 

The well informed members of the community, actuated by the highest motives of self-love, would form the real 
defence of the country. Rebellions would be prevented or suppressed with ease; invasions of such a government 
would be undertaken only by mad men; and the virtues and knowledge of the people would effectually oppose the 
introduction of tyranny. 

But the second principle, a militia of substitutes, is pregnant, in a degree, with the mischiefs of a standing army; 
as it is highly arebitte the substitutes from time to time will be nearly the same men, and the most idle and worth- 
less part of the community. Wealthy families, proud of distinctions which riches may confer, will prevent their 
sons from serving in the militia of substitutes; the plan will degenerate into habitual contempt; a standing army will 
be introduced, and the liberties of the people subjected to all the contingencies of events. 

‘The expense attending an energetic establishment of militia may be strongly urged as an objection to the institu- 
tion. But it is to be remembered, that this objection is levelled at both systems, whether by rotation or by substi- 
tutes: for, if the numbers are equal, the expense will also be equal. The estimate of the expense will show its unim- 
portance, when compared with the magnitude and beneficial effects of the institution. 
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But the people of the United States will cheerfully consent to the expenses of a measure calculated to serve as a 
perpetual barrier to their liberties; especially as they well know that the disbursements will be made among the 
members of the same community, and therefore cannot be injurious. 

Every intelligent mind would rejoice in the establishment of an institution, under whose auspices the youth and 
vigor of the constitution would be renewed with each successive generation, and which would appear to secure the 
great principles of freedom and happiness against the injuries of time and events. 

The following plan is formed on these general principles: , 

First, That it is the indispensable duty of every nation to establish all necessary institutions for its own perfec - 
tion and defence. _ 

Secondly, That it is a capital security toa free state, for the great body of the people te possess a competent know- 
ledge of the military art. 

Thirdly, That this knowledge cannot be attained, in the present state of society, but by establishing adequate 
institutions for the military education of youth; and that the knowledge acquired therein should be diffused through - 
out the community by the principles of rotation. : 

Fourthly, That every man of the proper age, and ability of body, is firmly bound, by the social compact, to per- 
form, personally, his proportion of military duty for the defence of the state. 

Fifthly, That all men, of the legal military age, should be armed, enrolled, and held responsible for different 
degrees of ny service, 

And sixthly, That, agreeably to the constitution, the United States are to provide for organizing, arming, and 
disciplining the militia, and for governing such a part ef them as may be employed in the service of the United States; 
reserving to the States, respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia, accord - 
ing to the discipline prescribed by Congress. 


THE PLAN, 


The period of life,im which military service shall be required of the citizens of the United States, to com- 
mence at eighteen, and terminate at the age of sixty years. 

The men comprehended by this description, exclusive of such exceptions as the Legislatures of the respective 
States may think proper to make, and all actual mariners, shall be enrolled for different degrees of military duty, 
and divided into } ain distinct classes. 

The first class shall comprehend the youth of eighteen, nineteen, and twenty years of age; to be denominated 


the Advanced Corps. 
The second class shall include the men from twenty-one to forty-five years of age; to be denominated the Main 


Corps. 
oh he third class shall comprehend, inclusively, the men from forty-six to sixty years of age; to be denominated 


the Reserved Corps. } ; } 
All the militia of the United \3tates shall assume the form of the legion, which shall be the permanent establish- 


ment thereof. cee ~~. 
A legion shall consist of one hundred and fifty-three commissioned officers, and two thousand eight hundred 


and eighty non-commissioned Officers and privates, formed in the following manner: 
1.—Tne Leeionary Starr. 


One Legionary, or Major General. 

Two Aids-de-Camp, of the rank of major; one of whom to be Legionary Quartermaster. 
One Inspector and Deputy Adjutant General, of the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

One Chaplain. 


—— 2.—Tue Bricape Srarr. 
One Brigadier-General. ; 
One Brigade Inspector, to serve as an Aid-de-Camp. 


3.—Tue ReoimenTAar Starr. 


One Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 
Two Majors. 

One Adjutant. 

One Paymaster, or Agent. 
One Quartermaster. 
4.—Two Bricapes or INFranrry. 


Each brigade of two regiments; each regiment of eight companies, forming two battalions; each company of a cap- 
tain, lieutenant, ensign, six sergeants, one drum, one fife, and sixty-four rank and file. 


5.—Two Companies or RIFLEMEN. 


Each company to have a captain, lieutenant, ensign, six sergeants, a bugle-horn, one drum, and sixty-four rank 
and file. 
6.—A BatTation oF ARTILLERY, 


a of four companies; each to havea captain, captain lieutenant, one lieutenant, six sergeants, twelve 
artificers, and fifty-two rank and file. 
7.—A Squapron or CavaLry, 


Consisting of two troops; each troop to have a captain, two lieutenants, a cornet, six sergeants, one farrier. one 
saddler, one trumpeter, and sixty-four dragoons. 

In case the whole number of the advance.! corps in any State should be insufficient to form a legion of this ex- 
tent, yet the component parts must be preserved, and the reduction proportioned, as nearly as may be, to each 

t 


The companies of all the corps shall be divided into sections of twelve each. It is proposed, by this division, to 
establish one uniform vital principle, which in peace and war shall pervade the militia of the United States. 

All requisitions for men to form an army, either for state or federal purposes, shall be furnished by the advanc- 
ed and main corps, by means of the sections, = a 

The Executive Government, or commander in chief of the militia of each State, will assess the numbers required, 
on the respective legions of these corps. ; } : 

The legionary general will direct the proportions to be furnished by each part of his command. Should the de- 
mand be so great as to require one man from each section, then the operation hereby directed shall be performed by 
single sections. But ifa less number should be required, they will be furnished by an association of sections, or com- 
panies, according to the demand. In any case, it is probable that mutual convenience may dictate an agreement with 
anindividual to perform the service required. If, however, no agreement can be made, one must be detached by an 
indscriminate draught, and the cthers shall pay him a sum of money equal to the averaged sum which shall be paid 
in the same legion for the veluntary performance of the service required. 


\ 
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In case any sections or companies of a legion, after having furnished its own quota, should have more men willing 
to engage for the service required, other companies of the same legion shall have permission to engage them. The 
same rule to extend to the different legions in the State. 

The legionary general must be responsible to the commander-ir-chief of the militia of the State that the men 
furnished are according to the description, and that they are equipped in the manner, and marched to the rendez- 
vous, conformably to the orders for that purpose. 

The men who may be draughted shall not serve more than three years at one time. 

Reserved corps, being destined for the domestic defence of the State, shall not be obliged to furnishmen, except- 
ing in cases of actual invasion or rebellion; and then the men’required shall be furnished by means of the sections. 

‘The actual commissioned officers of the respective corps shall not be included in the sections, nor in any of the 


operations thereof, Rao 
The respective States shall be divided into portions or districts; each of which to contain, as nearly as may be, 


some complete part of a legion. 

Every citizen of the United States, who shall serve his country in the field for the space of one year, either as an 
officer or soldier, shall, if under the age of twenty-one years, be exempted from the service required in the advanced 
corps. If he shall be above the age of twenty-one years, then every year he shall so serve in the field shall be 
estitaated as equal to six years’ service in the main or reserved corps, and shall accordingly exempt him from every 
service therein for the said term of six years, except in cases of actual invasion of, or reballien within, the State in 
which he resides. And it shall also be a permanent establishment, that six years’ actual service in the field shall 
entirely free every citizen from any further demands of service, either in the militia or in the field, unless in cases of 
invasion or rebellion. 

All actual mariners, or seamen, in the respective States, shall be registered in districts, and divided into two 
classes. The first class to consist of all the seamen from the age of sixteen to thirty years, inclusively. The second 
class to consist of all those of the age of thirty-one to forty-five, inclusively. 

The first class shall be responsible to serve three years on board of some public armed vessel or ship of war, as a 
commissioned officer, warrant officer, or private mariner; for which service they shall receive the customary wages 


and emoluments. 
But, should the State not demand the said three years’ service during the above period, from the age of sixteen to 


thirty years, then the party to be exempted entirely therefrom. 

The person so serving shall receive a certificate of his service, on parchment, according to the form which shall 
be directed, which shall exempt him from any other than voluntary service, unless in such exigencies as may re- 
quire the services of all the members of the community. 

The second class shall be responsible for a proportion of service in those cases to which the first class shall be un- 
equal. ‘The numbers required shall be furnished - sections, in the same manner as is prescribed for the sections of 


the militia. 
OF THE ADVANCED CORPS. 


The advanced corps are designed not only as a school in which the youth of the United States are to be instruct - 
ed in the art of war, but they are, in all cases of exigence, to serve as an actual defence to the community. 

The whole of = armed corps shall be clothed according to the manner hereafter directed, armed and subsisted 
at the expense of the United States; and all the youth of the said corps, in each State, shall be encamped together, 
if practicable, or by legions, which encampments shall be denominated the annual c discipline. 

The youth of eighteen and nineteen years shall be disciplined for thirty days successively in each year; and those 
of twenty years shall be disciplined only for ten days in each year, which shall be the last ten days of the annual 
encampments. 

The non-commissioned officers and privates are not to receive any pay during the said time; but the commis- 
sioned officers will receive the pay of their relative ranks, agreeably to the federal establishment tor the time being. 

In order that the plan shall effectually answer the end proposed, the first day of January shall be the fixed period, 
for all who attain the age of eighteen years, in any part, or during the course of each year, to be enrolled in the ad- 
vanced corps, and to take the necessary oaths to perform, personally, such lega military service as may be 
directed, for the full and complete term of three years, to be estimated from the time of entrance into the said corps, 


and also to take an oath of allegiance to the State and to the United States. ~~: 

_ The commanding officer, or general of the advanced legions of the district, shall regulate the manner of the ser- 
vice of the youth, respectively, whether it shall be in the infantry, artillery, or cavalry; but, after having entered 
into either of them, no change should be allowed. 

Each individual, at his first joining the annual camps of discipline, will receive complete arms and accoutre- 
ments, all of which, previously to his being discharged from the said camps, he must return to the regimental quarter- 
master, on the penalty of dollars, or months’ imprisonment. 

The said arms and accoutrements shall be marked, in some conspicuous place, with the letters. M. U. S. And 
all sales or purchases of any of said arms or accoutrements, shall be severely punished, according to law, 

And each individual will also, on his first entrance into the advanced corps, receive the following articles of uni- 
form clothing: one hat, one uniform short coat, one waistcoat, and one pair of overalls, which he shall retain in his 
own possession, and for which he shall be held accountable, and be compelled to replace all deficiencies during his 


service in the annual camps of discipline. : ~~ 
Those who shall serve in the cavalry shall be at the expense of their own horses and uniform helmets, and horse- 
equal in value to the infantry. 


furniture; but they shall receive forage for their horses, swords, pistols, and cans, eave in. agree 
or ime prescribed, 


At the age of twenty-one years, every individual having served in the manner an 
eneral and inspector. 


receive an honorary certificate thereof, on parchment, and a by the legionary \ . 
The names of all persons to whom such certificates shall be given, shall be fairly registered in books, to be pro- 


vided for that purpose. ' ; Kay ; 

And the said certificate, or an attested copy of the register aforesaid, shall be required as an indispensable quali - 
fication for exercising any of the rights ofa free citizen, until after the age of — aa : : 

The advanced legions, in all cases of invasion or rebellion, shall, on requisition of lawful authority, be obliged to 
march to any place within the United States; to remain embodied for such time as shall be directed, not to exceed 
one year, to be computed from the time of marching from the regimental parades; during the period of their being on 
blishment of pay, subsistence, clothing, forage, tents, camp-equi- 


such service, to be placed on the continental esta L 
such other allowances as are made to the federal troops at the same time, and er the same circum- 


page, and all 
1 be for such a short period as to render an actual issue of clothing un- 











stances. 

If the military service so required should I t 
necessary, then an allowance should be made in proportion to the annual cost of clothing for the federal soldier, ac- 
cording to estimates to be furnished for that purpose from the War Office of the United States. __ 

In case the legions of the advanced corps should march to any place in consequence of a requisition of the Gene- 
ral Government, all legal and proper expenses of such march shall be paid by the United States. But, should they 
be embodied and march in consequence of an order, derived from the authority of the State to which they belong, 
and for State purposes, then the expenses will be borne by the State. . f : 

The advanced corps shall be constituted on such principles that, when completed, it will receive one-third part 
and discharge one-third part of its numbers annually. By this arrangement, two -thirds of the corps will at all times 
be considerably disciplined; but, as it will only receive those of eighteen years of age, it will not be compl:ted until 
the third year after its institution. ‘Those who have already attained the ages of nineteen and twenty yeurs will, in 


the first instance, be enrolled in the main corps. 
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But one half of the legionary officers to be appointed the first, and the other the second year of the establishment. 

The officers of each grade in the States, respectively, shall be divided into three classes, which shall by lot be 
numbered one, two, and three, and one of the said classes, according to their numbers, shall be deranged every third 
year. In the first period of nine years, one-third part will have to serve three, one-third part six, and one-third part 
nine years. But,atter the said first period, the several classes will serve nine years, which shall be the limitation of 
service by virtue of the same appointment; and in such cases, where there may not be three officers of the same 
grade, the limitation of nine years’ service shall be observed. All vacancies occasioned by the aforesaid derange- 
ments, or any casualties, shall be immediately filled by new appointments. 

The captains and subalterns of the advanced corps shall not be less than twenty-one, nor more than thirty-five, 
and the field officers shall not exceed forty-five years of age. 

Each company, battalion, and regiment, shall have a fixed parade or place at which to assemble. The companies 
shall assemble at their own parade, and march to the parade of the battalion, and the battalions to the regimental 
parade; and when thus embodied, the regiment will march to the rendezvous of the legion. Every commanding of- 
ficer of a company, battalion, and regiment, will be accountable to his superior officer that his command is in the 
most perfect order. q 

The officers to receive subsistence money, in lieu of provisions, in proportion to their respective grades, and those 
whose duties require them to be on horseback will receive forage in the same proportion. 

Every legion must have a chaplain, of respectable talents and character, who, besides his religious functions, 
should impress on the minds of the youth, at stated periods, in concise discourses, the eminent advantages of free 
governments to the happiness of society, and that such governments can only be supported by the knowledge, spirit, 
and virtuous conduct of the youth—to be illustrated by the most conspicuous examples of history. 

No amusements should be admitted in camp, but those which correspond with war—the swimming of men and 
horses, running, wrestling, and such ether exercises as should render the body flexible and vigorous. 

The camps should, if possible, be formed rear a river, and remote from large cities. The first is necessary for 
the practice of the manceuvres, the second to avoid the vices of populous places. 

The time of the annual encampments shall be divided into six parts or periods, of five days each; the first of 
which shall be occupied in acquiring the air, attitudes, and first principles of a soldier; the second in learning the 
manual exercise, and to march individually, and in small! squads; the third and fourth, in exercising and maaceu- 
vring in detail, and by battalions and regiments: in the fifth, the youth of twenty, having been disciplined during 
the two preceding annual encampments, are to be included. ‘This period is to be employed in the exercise and tac- 
tic of the legion; or, if more than one, in executing the grand manceuvres of the whole body—marching, attacking, 
and,defending, in various forms, different grounds and positions; in fine, in representing all the real images of war, 
excepting the effusion of blood. 

‘The guards, and every other circumstance of the camp, to be perfectly regulated. 

Each State will determine on the season in which its respective annual encampments shall be formed; soas best 
to suit the health of the men, and the general interests of the society. : 

The United States to make an adequate provision to supply the arms, clothing, rations, artillery, ammunition, 
forage, straw, tents, camp equipage, including every requisite for the annual camps of discipline; and also for the 
pay and subsistence of the legionary officers, and for the following general staff: One inspector general, one adju- 
tant general, one quartermaster general, with a deputy for each State. 

These officers will be essential to the uniformity, economy, and efficacy of the system, to be appointed in the 
manner prescribed by the constitution of the United States. 

The quartermaster general shall be responsible to the United States for the public property of every species, 
delivered to him for the annual camps of discipline: and his deputy in each State shall be responsible to him. 

At the commencement of the annual camps of discipline, the deputy quartermaster will make regular issues to 
the legionary or regimental quartermasters, as the case may be, of all the articles, of every species, provided by the 
United States. E . J 

The returns for the said articles to be examined and certified by the highest legionary or regimental officer, as the 
case may be, who shall be responsible for the accuracy thereof. 

At the expiration of the annual camps of discipline, all public property (clothing excepted) shall be returned to 
the deputy quartermaster of the State, who shall hold the legionary quartermaster accountable for all deficiencies. 
All the apparatus and property so returned, shall be carefully examined, repaired, and deposited in a magazine, to 
be provided in each State for that purpose, under the charge of the said deputy quartermaster, until the ensuing an- 
nual encampment, or any occasion which may render a new issue necessary. 

Suesat punishments shall never be inflicted in the annual camps of discipline; but a system of fines and im- 
prisonment shall be formed for the regular government of said camps. 


OF THE MAIN CORPS. 


As the main and reserved corps are to be replenished by the principle of rotation from the advanced corps, and 
ultimately to consist of men whe have received their military education therein, it is proper that one uniform arrange- 
ment should pervade the several classes. 

It is for this reason the legion is established as the common form of all the corps of the militia. 

f Z he main legions, consisting of the great majority of the men of the military age, wil!l form the principal defence 
of the country. 

They pag be responsible for their proportion of men, to form an army whenever necessity shall dictate the mea- 
aure; and on every sudden occasion to which the advanced corps shall be incompetent, an adequate number of non- 
commissioned officers and privates shall be added thereto, from the main corps, by means of the sections. 

‘The main corps will be perfectly armed, in the first instance, and will practise the exercise and manceuvres, four 
days in each year, and will assemble in their respective districts, by companies, battalions, regiments, or legions, as 
shall be directed by the legionary general; but it must be a fixed rule, that, in the populous parts of the States, the 
regiments must assemble once annually, and the legions once in three years. 

Although the main corps cannot acquire a great degree of military knowledge in the few days prescribed for its an- 
nual exercise, yet, by the constant accession of the youth from the advanced corps, it will soon command respect for 
its discipline, as well as its numbers. 

When the youth are transferred from the advanced corps, they shall invariably join the flank companies, the ca- 
valry or artillery, of the main corps, according to the nature of their former services. 


OF THE RESERVED CORPS. 


The reserved corps will assemble only twice, annually, for the inspection of arms, by companies, battalions, or 
regiments, as shall be directed by each State. It will assemble by legions, whenever the defence of the State may 
render the measure necessary. 


Such are the propositions of the plan, to which it may be necessary to add some explanations. 

Although the substantial political maxim, which requires personal service of all the members of the community 
for the defence of the State, is obligatory under all forms of society, and is the main pillar of a free government, yet 
the degrees thereof may vary at the different periods of life, consistently with the general welfare. "The public con- 
venience may also dictate a relaxation of the general obligation as it respects the principal magistrates, and the 
ministers of Justice and of religion, and perhaps some religious sects. But it ought to be remembered that measures 
of national importance never should be frustrated by the accommodation of individuals. 
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The military age has generally commenced at sixteen, and terminated at the age of sixty years;-but the youth of 
sixteen do not commonly attain such a degree of robust strength as to enable them to sustain, without injury, 
the hardships incident to the field; therefore the commencement of military service is herein fixed at eighteen, and 
the termination, as usual, at sixty years of age. 

The plan proposes that the militia shall be divided into three capital classes, and that each class shall be 
formed into legions; the reasons for which shall be given in succession. : 

The advanced corps, and annual camps of discipline, are instituted in order to introduce an opérative military 
spirit in the community. To establish a course of Awe military service, which will, at the same time, mould 
the minds of the young men to a due obedience of the laws, instruct them in the art of war, and, by the manly ex- 
ercises of the field, form a race of hardy citizens, equal to the dignified task of defending their country. 

An examination into the employments and obligations of the individuals composing the society, will evince the 
impossibility of diffusing an adequate knowledge of the art of war, by any other means than a course of discipline, 
during the period of nonage. The time necessary to acquire this important knowledge cannot be afforded at any 
other period of life with so little injury to the public or priyate interests. 

Without descending to minute distinctions, the body of the people of the United States may be divided into two 
parts—the yeomanry of the country, and the men of various employments, resident in towns and cities. In both 
parts it is usual for the male children, from the age of fourteen to twenty-one years, to learn some trade or em- 

loyment, under the direction of a parent or masier. In general, the labor or service of the youth, during this period, 
Coondes amply re-paying the trouble of tuition, leaves a large profit to the tutor. This circumstance is stated to show 
that no great hardships will arise in the first operations of the proposed plan; a little practice will render the mea- 
sure perfectly equal, and remove every difficulty. , 

Youth is the time for the State to avail itself of those services which it has a right to demand, and by which it is 
to be invigorated and tay hte _ In this season, the passions and affections are strongly influenced by the splendor 
of military parade. ‘The impressions the mind receives will be retained through life. ‘The young man will repair 
with pride and pleasure to the field of exercise; while the head of a family, anxious for its general welfare, and per- 
haps its immediate subsistence, will reluctantly quit his domestic duties for any length of time. 

The habits of industry will be rather strengthened than relaxed by the establishment of the annual camps of dis- 
cipline, as al! the time will be occupied by the various military duties. Idleness and dissipation will be regarded as 
disgraceful, and punished accordingly. As soon as the youth attain the age of manhood, a natural solicitude to es- 
tablish themselves in the society, will occur in its full force. The public claims for military service will be too 
inconsiderable to injure their industry. It will be sufficiently stimulated to proper exertions, by the prospects of 
opulence attending on the cultivation of a fertile soil, or the pursuits of a productive commerce. 

It is presumed that thirty days annually, during the eighteenth and nineteenth, and ten days during the twentieth 
year, is the least time that ought to be appropriated by the youth to the acquisition of the military art. The same 
eer of days might be added during the twentieth as during the two preceding years, were not the expense an 
objection. 

"ery means will be provided by the public to facilitate the military education of the youth, which it is proposed 
shall be an indispensable qualification of a free citizen: therefore they will not be entitled to any pay. But the offi- 
cers, being of the main corps, are in a different predicament. ‘They are supposed to have Aachen. { through the course 
of discipline required by the laws, and to be competent to instruct others in the military art. As the public will have 
but small claims for personal services on them, and as they must incur considerable expenses to prepare themselves 
to execute properly their respective offices, they ought to be paid while on actual duty. 

As soon as the service of the youth expires in the advanced corps, they are to be enrolled in the main corps. On 
this occasion, the republic receives disciplined and free citizens, who understand their public rights, and are pre- 
pared todefend them. _ 

The main corps is instituted to preserve and circulate throughout the community the military discipline, acquired 
in the advanced corps; to arm the people, and fix firmly, by practice and habit, those forms and maxims which are 
essential to the life and energy of a free government. 

The reserved corps is instituted to prevent men being sent to the field whose strength is unequal to sustain the 
severities of an active campaign. But,by organizing and rendering them eligible for domestic service, a greater 
proportion of the younger and robust part of the community may be enabled, in ‘case of necessity, to encounter the 
more urgent duties of war. 

It would be difficult, previously to the actual formation of the annual camps of discipline, to ascertain the num- 
ber in each State of which it would be composed. ‘The frontier counties of several States are thinly inhabited, and 
require all their internal force for their immediate defence. ‘There are other infant settlements, from which it might 
be injurious to draw away their youth annually for the purpose of discipline. 

No evil would result, if the establishment of the advanced corps should be omitted in such districts for a few 
years. Besides, the forbearance in this respect would lessen the expense, and render the institution more compati- 
ble with the public finances. 

The several State Legislatures, therefore, as best understanding their local interests, might be invested witha 
discretionary power to omit the enrolments for the advanced corps, in such of their frontier and thinly inhabited 
counties, as they may judge proper. 

If the number of three millions may be assumed as the total number of the inhabitants within the United States, 
half a million may be deducted therefrom, for blacks, and, pursuant to the foregoing ideas, another half million may 
be deducted, on account of the thinly settled parts of the country. 

The proportion of men of the military age, from eighteen to sixty years inclusively, of two millions of people, of 
all ages and sexes, may be estimated at tour hundred thousand. There may be deducted from this number, as ac- 
tual mariners, about fifty thousand, and a further number of twenty-five thousand, to include ¢xempts of religious 
sects, and of every other sort which the respective States may think proper to make. 

Three hundred and twenty-five thousand, therefore, may be assumed, as the number of operative, fencible men, 
to compose the militia. ‘The proportion of the several classes of which would be nearly as follows: 


Firstly, The advanced corps, one-tenth composed of the youth of the ages of eighteen, nineteen, and twenty 


years, - ‘ . - ae - - - - 32,500 
Secondly, ‘The main corps, six-tenths and one-twentieth, - - . - 211,250 
Thirdly, The reserved corps, two-tenths and one-twentieth, - - - - 81,250 

325,000 


‘The following estimate is formed for the purpose of exhibiting the annual expense of the institution of the ad- 
vanced corps, stating the same at thirty thousand men. 


Estimate of the expense of the annual camps of discipline, as proposed in the foregoing plan, arising on each 
the first three years, and, after that period, of the annual expense of the institution. v 


THE FIRST YEAR. 


10,000 suits of uniform clothing, stated at eight dollars, each suit of which shall serve for the three 
years’ discipline, - - . oe - - - - - - $80, 000 
10,000 rations per day, for 30 days, each ration at 10 cents, a . - - 30,000 
‘The expense of four complete corps of legionary officers, of all descriptions, for 30 days, including 
pay, subsistence, and forage, - - - - - - 27,870 
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Forage for the caval: y, - - - - - $4,800 


Straw, camp kettles, bowls, axes, canteens, and fuel, ae ~ ° ot’) - 20,000 
Annual proportion of the expense of tents for officers and soldiers, which may serve for eight an- 

nual encampments, . - - ‘ “ re . 3,000 
- “_ - at - 900 


Four legionary standards, : . x 
' 1,000 


Regimental colors, - ° 4 by ~ . _- 
Consumption of powder and bati, shot, and shells, damage to arms and accoutrements and artil- 





lery, and transportation of the same, stated at - - - - - 25,000 
Hospital department, - - - - - - - - 5,000 
Contingencies of the quartermaster’s and other departments, . . : - 15,000 
General staff, adjutant general, guartermaster general, inspector general, and their deputies, - 12,000 
Entire expense of the first year, - : - - - - - $225,670 

ADDITIONAL EXPENSES ON THE SECOND YEAR. 
10,000 rations per day, for 30 days, are 300,000 rations, at 10 cents, - - - $30,000 
The expense of four complete corps of legionary officers, of all descriptions, for 30 days, including 

pay, subsistence, and forage, - - - - - - . 27,870 
Four legionary standards, - - - : - - - 2,000 
Regimental colors, - . : - - - - 1,000 
Forage for the cavalry, - - . - - - - 4,800 
Tents, straw, camp kettles, bowls, axes, canteens, and fuel, - - - - 20,000 
Hospital department, - - - - - - - - 5,000 
Contingencies in the quartermaster’s and other departments, - - - - 15,000 
Ammunition, damage to arms and accoutrements, - - - - - 15,000 

$120,670 
- - - 225,670 


Expense of the first year, - - - 
Combined expenses of the first and second years, - - - - - $346,340 


ADDITIONAL EXPENSES ON THE THIRD YEAR, 





Che expense of 10,000 rations, for 10 days, is 100,000 rations, at 10 cents, - - “ $10,000 
Forage, -  . - ' : . - - - 1,600 
For the camp equipage, - : « . “ a i - 10,000 
Tents, - - - - - - . ‘ . : 1,500 
Hospital stores, - - - - - : . > 5 1,000 
Ammunition, damage to arms and accoutrements, - - - - 10,000 
Contingencies in the quartermaster’s and other departments, - - - - 10,000 
$44,100 

- - . 346,340 


Combined expenses of the first and second years, - - 


The total expense of the first three years, - - - - - - $390, 440 

It is to be observed, that the officers for four legions will be ate to command the youth of eighteen, who 
commence their discipline the first year; and that the same number of officers will be required for the second year. 
The youth of the third year may be incorporated by sections in the existing corps, so that no additional officers will 


be required on their account. 
Hence it appears that the expense of 10,000 men, for one year, amounts to - - $225,670 


20,000 for the second year, to - - - - - - - 346,340 

30,000 for the third year, to ae - - ee - - - 390,440 
if the youth of the three ages of eighteen, nineteen, and twenty, be nay 9 at once, the last 

mentioned sum will be about the fixed annual expense of the camps of discipline; from which, 

however, is to be deducted 6,000 dollars, being the expense of the standards and colors, the for- 

mer of which will be of a durable nature, and the latter will not require to be replaced oftener 

than once in twenty years, - - - - - - - 6,000 
‘The annual expense of the advanced corps, - . - - . - $384,440 


Thus, for a sum less than four hundred thousand dollars, annually, which, apportioned on three millions of 
people, would be little more than one-eighth of a dollar each, an energetic republican militia may be durably es- 
tablished, the invaluable principles of liberty secured and perpetuated, and a dignified national fabric erected on 
the solid foundation of public virtue. 

The main and reserved corps must be perfectly organized, in the first instance, but the advanced corps will not 
be completed until the third year of its institution. 

The combination of troops, of various descriptions, into one body, so as to invest it with the highest and greatest 
number of powers, in every irey = situation, has long been a subject of discussion and difference of opinion. But 
no other form appears so well to have sustained the criterion of time and severe examination as the Roman legion. 
This formidable organization, accommodated to the purposes of modern war, still retains its original energy and su- 

riority. Of the ancients, Polybius and Vegetius have described and given the highest encomiums of the legion. 
former, particularly, in his comparative view of the advantages and disadvantages of the Macedonian and Ro- 
man arms, and ,their respective orders of battles, has left to mankind an instructive and mn legacy. Of 
the moderns, the illustrious Mareschal Saxe has modelled the legion for the use of fire arms, and strenuously urges 
its adoption, in preference to any other form. And the respectable and intelligent veteran, late inspector general of 
the armies of the United States, recommends the adoption of the legion. * 

** Upon a review,” says he, ‘* of all the military of Europe, there does not appear to be a single form which could 
be safely adopted by the United States. They are gers wary ng different from each other; and, like all other 
human institutions, seem to have started as much out of accident as design. The local situation of the country, the 
spirit of the pees, the character of the nation, and, in many instances, the character of the prince, have all 
had their influence in settling the foundation and discipline of their respective troops, and render it impossible that 
we should take either as a model. 

_ “™ The legion, alone, has not been adopted by any; and yet I am confident in asserting, that, whether it be exam- 
ined as applicable to all countries, or as it may immediately apply to the existing or probable necessity of this, it 
will be found strikingly superior to any other. 

oe st. Being a complete and little army of itself, it is ready to begin its operations on the shortest notice or slight- 
est alarm. 

* 2d, psy my the component at of the largest army of any possible description, it is prepared to meet every 
species of war that may present itself. 

* Vide letter addressed to the inhabitants of the United States, on the subject of an established militia. 
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“ And, 3d, asin every case of detachment, the first constitutional principle will be preserved, and the embarrass- 
ments = draughting and detail, which in armies differently framed, too often distract the commanding officer, will 
be avoided. . ' : peas 1 

“It may easily suggest itself, from this sketch, that, in forming a legion, the most difficult task is to determine the 
necessary proportion of each species of soldiers which is to compose it. This must obviously depend upon what 


will be the theatre, and what the style of the war. On the plains of Poland, whole te er of cavalry would be 
necessary against every enemy; but, in the forests and among the hills of America, a single regiment would be more 
than sufficient against _~. And, as there are but two kinds of war_to which we are much exposed, viz. an attack 
from the sea side, by an European power, aided by our sworn enemies settled on our extreme left, and an invasion 
of our back settlements by an Indian enemy, it follows, of course, that musketeers and light infantry should make 
the greatest part of your army.” — 

The institution of the section is intended to interest the patriotism and pride of every individual in the militia, 
to support the legal measures of a free Government, to render every man active in the public cause, by introducing 
the spirit of emulation, and a degree of personal responsibility. 

The common mode of recruiting is attended with too great destruction of morals tobe tolerated; and is too un- 
certain to be the principal resource of a wise nation in time of danger. ‘The public faith is frequently wounded by 
unworthy individuals, who hold out delusive promises, which can never be realized. By such means, an unprinci- 
pled banditti are often collected, for the purpose of defending every thing that should be dear to freemen. The 
consequences are natural: such men either desert in time of danger, or are ever ready, on the slightest disgust, to 
turn their arms against their country. 

By the establishment of the sections, an ample and permanent source is opened, whence the State, in every ex- 
igence, may be supplied with men whose all depends upon the prosperity of their country. 

~ In cases of necessity, an army may be formed of citizens, whose previous knowledge of discipline will enable it 
to proceed to an immediate accomplishment of the designs of the State, instead of exhausting the public resources, 
by wasting whole years in preparing to face the enemy. } 

The previous arrangements, necessary to form and mantain the annual encampments, as well as the discipline 
acquired therein, will be an excellent preparation for war. The artillery and its numerous appendages, arms and 
accoutrements of every kind, and all species of ammunition, ought to be manufactured within the United States. 
It is of high importance that the present period should be embraced to establish adequate institutions to produce 
the necessary apperatoe of war. : 

It is unworthy the dignity of a rising and free empire, to depend on foreign and fortuitous supplies of the essen- 
tial means of defence. 

The clothing for the troops could with ease be manufactured within the United States, and the establishment in 
that respect would tend to the encouragement of. important manufactories. 

The disbursements made in each State for the rations, forage, and other necessary articles for the annual camps 
of discipline, would most beneficially circulate the money arising from the public revenue. 

The local circumstances of the United States, their numerous sea-ports, and the protection of their commerce, 
require a naval arrangement. Hence the necessity of the proposed plan, embracing the idea of the States obtaini 
men on republican principles for the marine as well as the land service. But one may be accomplished with muc 
greater facility than the other, as the preparation of a soldier for the field requires a degree of discipline, which 
cannot be learned without much time and labor; whereas the common course of seaZservice, on board of merchant 
vessels, differs but little from the service required on board of armed ships; «therefore, the education for war, in this 
respect, will be obtained without any expense to the State. All that seems to be requisite on the head of marine 
service is, that an efficient regulation should be established in the respective States, to register all actual seamen, and 
to render those-of a certain age amenable to the public for personal service, if deuandet within a given period. 

The constitutions of the respective States, and of the United States, having directed the modes in. which the 
officers of the militia shall be appointed, no alteration can be made therein. Although it may be supposed that some 
modes of appointment are better calculated than others to inspire the highest propriety of conduct, yet there are 
none so defective to serve as a sufficient reason for rejecting an efficient system for the militia. It is certain that 
the choice of officers is the point on which the reputation and importance of a corps must depend; therefore, every 
mmm who may be concerned in the appointment, should consider himself as responsible to his country for a proper 
choice. 

The wisdom of the States will be manifested by inducing "those citizens of whom the late American army was 
composed to accept of appointments in the militia. The high degree of military knowledge which they possess was 
acquired at too great a price, and is too precious, to be buriedjin oblivion. It ought to be cherished, and rendered per- 
manently beneficial to the community. 

The er and importance of the proposed plan will entirely depend on the laws relative thereto. Unless the 
laws shall be equal to the object, and rigidly enforced, no energetic national militia can be established. 

If wealth be admitted as a principle of exemption, the plan cannot be executed. It is the wisdom of political 
establishments to make the wealth of individuals subservient to the general good, and not to suffer it to corrupt or 
—_ undue ~y ence. , 

t is conceded that people, solicitous to be exonerated from their proportion of public duty, may exclaim agains 
the oe ay arrangement as an intolerable hardship. but it ought tu be strongly Peco While society. = 
its charms, it also has its indispensable obligations. That, to attempt such a degree of refinement as to exonerate 
the members of the community from all personal service, is to render them incapable of the exercise, and unworthy 
of the characters of freemen. ; 

_ Every State possesses, not only the right of personal service from its members, but the right to regulate the ser- 
vice on principles of equality for the general defence. All being bound, none can complain of injustice, on being 
obliged to perform his equal proportion. Therefore, it ought to be a permanent rule, that those who in youth decline 
or refuse to subject themselves to the course of military education, established b the laws, should be considered as 
unworthy of public trust or public honors, and be excluded therefrom accordingly. 

If the majesty of the laws should be preserved inviolate in this respect, the operations of the proposed plan would 
foster a glorious public spirit, infuse the principles of energy and stability into the body politic, and give a high de- 
gree of political splendor to the national character. 
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Ist ConGress. ] No. 3. [2d Session. 


TROOPS, INCLUDING MILITIA, FURNISHED BY THE SEVERAL STATES DURING THE 
WAR OF THE: REVOLUTION. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 11, 1790. 


War Orrice or THe Unitep States, May 10, 1790. 


In obedience to the order of the House of Representatives, the Secretary of War submits the statement, here- 
ante annexed, of the troops and militia furnished, from time to time, by the several States, towards the support of 
e.late war. 

The numbers of the regular troops pena been stated from the official returns, deposited in the War Office, may 
be depended upon; and in all cases where the numbers of militia are stated from the returns, the same confidence 
ay observed. i ; 

ut, in some years of the greatest exertions of the Southern States, there are no returns whatever of the militia 
employed. In this case, recourse has been had to the letters of the commanding officer, and to well informed in- 
dividuals, in order to form a proper estimate of the numbers of the militia in service; and although the accuracy of 
the estimate cannot be relied on, yet it is the best information which the Secretary of War can at present obtain. 
When the accounts of the militia service of the several States shall be adjusted, itlis probable that the numbers will 
be better ascertained. 

There are not any documents in the War Office’ from which accurate returns could be made of the ordnance 
stores furnished by the several States during the late war. The charges made by the several States against the 
United States, which have been presented by the commissioners of accounts, are, probably, the only evidence which 
can be obtained on the subject. 

All which is humbly submitted to the House of Representatives. 





H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 





A Statement of the number of Non-commissioned Officers and Privates of the Regular troops and Militia furnish- 
ed by the several States from time to time, for the support of the late war. 


Statement of the troops furnished by the following States, taken from actual returns of the army, for the year 1775. 









































TROOPS FURNISHED. 
STATES. Number of Number 
men in conti-| of Militia. 
nental pay. 
New Hampshire, - - - - - - 2,824 
Massachusetts, - - - - - - - 16,444 
Rhode Island, - - - : : - - - 1,193 
Connecticut, - - - - - - - 4,507 
New York, - - - : - - - - 2,075 
Pennsylvania, - - - - - - 400 
27,443 27,443 
N.B. The above troops were enlisted to serve to the last of December, 1775. 
Conjectural estimate of Militia employed in addition to the above. 
Virginia, for six months, | - - © i “ é - 2,000 
Do. State corps for eight months, - - - - - - 1,180 
3,180 
North Carolina, for three months, - - - - - - - 2,000 
South Carolina, for six months, - - - - - - - 2,500 
Do. State troops, - - - - - - - 1,500 
4,000 
Georgia, for nine months, . - - - - - - - 1,000 
Grand Total, - - 10,180 
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Statement of the Troops furnished by the following States, taken from actual returns of the army, for the year 1776. 

















Numbers of | Numbers of Total of 
‘ men in conti- Militia. Militia and 
STATES. nental pay. Continentals. 
New Hampshire, - - - - - 3,019 
Massachusetts, - - - - - 13,372 4,000 17,372 
Rhode Island, - - - - : - 798 1,102 1,900 
Connecticut, - . - - - - - §, 390 5,737 12,127 
Delaware, - - - - ° - - 609 145 754 
Maryland, @ - - - - - - | 637 2,592 3,329 
Virgmnia, - - - - - - | 6,181 
North Carolina, - - - - - | 1,134 
South Carolina, - - - - - - 2,069 
Georgia, - - - - - - - 351 
New York, - ‘ ; . : 3 . 3,629 1,715 5,344 
Pennsylvania, - - - - - - - 5,519 4,876 10,395 
New Jersey, - - - - . - - 3,193 5,893 9,086 
Grand Total,  - . 46,891 26,060 72,951 

















Conjectural estimate of Militia employed, in addition to the above. 














New Hampshire, averaged at four months, - . - - - ° 1,000 

Massachusetts, do. - - - - - “ . 3,000 

Connecticut, do. - - - - - - : 1,000 

New York, do. . - - - - - - 2,750 

Virginia, do. 

North Carolina, averaged at eight montis, - - - - - - 3,000 

South Carolina, do. six months, - - - - - . 4,000 
Georgia, - - - - - . . . . 750 
Do. State troops, - - - - - - - - 1,200 

7 1,950 

16,700 

Grand Total, - 89,651 








Quotas fixed by Congress, September, 1776, for three years or during the war. 


Statement of the Troops furnished by the following States, taken from the actual returns of the Army, for the 

















year 1777. 
Quotas required. Troops furnished. 
STATES. Total of Militia ® 
Number of Bat-| Number of Number of | Number of Militia. |and Continentals, 
talions, 680 men. Continentals. 
men each. e 
New Hampshire, - - - 3 2,040 1,172 1,111—3 months, 2,283 ‘ 
Massachusetts, - - - 15 10,200 7,816 2,775—3 \ 10,591 
Rhode Island, - - - 2 1,360 * ‘548 - - 548 
Connecticut, - - 8 5,440 4,563 - ° 4,563 . 
New York, - - : 4 2,720 1,903 929—6 do. 02,832 
New Jersey, . - - 4 2,720 1,408 - . 1,408 
Pennsylvania, - - . 12 8,160 4,983 2,481—5 do. 7,464 
Delaware, - - ~ - 1 680 299 - - 299 
Maryland, - - - - s 5,440 2,030 1,535—3 fo. 3,565 
Virginia, = - - - . 15 10,200 5,744 1,269—5 do. 7,013 
North Carolina, s - - 9 6,120 1,281 - - 1,281 
South Carolina, - - - 6 4,080 1,650 - - 1,650 , 
* Georgia, - - - - 1 680 1,423 and State troops, 1,423 
Besides the above Congress autho- ° 
rized the commander-in-chief, on 
the 27th December, 1776, to raise d 
sixteen additional regiments of 
infantry, - - . - 16 10,880 
Returns of May, 1778, of artillery, 3 2,040 
Cavalry, - - - - - - 3,000 ° . es 
107 75,760 34,820 10,100 44,920 























* By the resolve of the 15th July, 1776, Georgia was authorized to raise in Virginia, North and South Carolina, two re- 
giments of infantry, and also two companies of artillery, of fifty meneach. These troops were chiefly enlisted for one year, 
and the time expired in 1777. , 
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Conjectural estimate of Militia employed in addition to the above. 


months, 


New Hampshire and Vermont, for 2 


Massachusetts, for 2 months, 


Connecticut, for 2 do. 
New York, for 6 do. 
New Jersey, for 2 do. 
Pennsylvania, for 3 do. 
Delaware, for 2. do. 
Maryland, for 2 do. 
Virginia, for 2 do. 
South Carolina, for 8 do. 
Georg am 

Rhode Toland, for 6 do. 


omnaons 
Grand Total, 


2 
oy 
is) 
Es 


33333 


& 
. 
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ew @ 


328338 


s 


~~ > 
= 


23,800 
68,720 


February 26, 1778, Congress resolved to have the following number of men furnished by each State. 


Statement of the Troops furnished by the following States, taken from actual returns of the Army, for the 


year 1778. 






































Quotas required. Furnished. 
a __|Total of Mili- 
STATES. tia and Conti- 
Number of | Number of | Number of | Number of |nental Troops: 
Battalions of men. Continental Militia. 
522 men each. Troops. 
New Hampshire, - - - 3 1,566 1,283 - 1,283 
Massachusetts, - - : ° 15 7,830 7,010 *1,927 8,937 
Rhode Island, - - - 1 522 630 $2,426 3,056 
Connecticut, - - - - 8 4,176 4,010 - 4,010 
New York, - : ° ° 5 2,610 2,194 - 2,190 
New Jersey, - - : . 4 2,088 1,586 “ 1,580 
Pennsylvania, - - - 10 5,220 3,684 - 3,684 
Delaware, : 1 522 349 - 349 
Maryland, including the German battalion, : 8 4,176 3,307 - 3,307 
Virginia, - - 15 7,830 5,230 - 5,236 
North Carolina, - - - - 9 4,698 1,287 - 1,287 
South Carolina, - - : - 6 3,132 1,650 - 1,650 
Georgia, - - - - 1 522 673 - 673 
Total - - 86 44,892 32,899 4,353 37,252 
Total from returns, - - - - - - 37,252 
Conjectural estimate of the Militia employed in addition to the above. 
New Hampshire for 2 months, - - - - - 500 
chusetts, 2 - - - - - 4,500 
w Jersey, - - - - . ‘ : 1,000 
Vi irginia, - - 2 do. - - - - - 2,000 
Ditto, uring convention wrongs, - - - : - 600 
South Carolina, - 3 months, - - - - 2,000 
Georgia, 2,000 militia 6 mentie cad 1, 200 State troops, - ° - 3,200 
13,800 
: Grand Total, 51,052 


¢ 


* Guarding Convention troops. 


t Short levies and militia for six months 
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March 9, 1779, Congress resolved that the infantry of these States, for the next campaign, be composed of eighty 


battalions, viz: 


Statement of the Troops furnished by the following States, taken from actual returns of the Army, for the 



























































year 1779. 
| Quotas required. Furnished. 
STATES. Number of | Number of | Number of Militia. 
Battalions, men. men. 
522 men 
each. 
New Hampshire, - - - - . So « 1,566 1,004 222 
Massachusetts, - - - - - 15 7,830 6,287 1,451 
Rhode Island, - - - : : 2 1,040 507 756 
Connecticut, - - : - - - 8 4,176 3,544 
New York, - - - - - - 5 2,610 2,256 
New Jersey, - . . . ° 3 1,566 1,276 
Pennsylvania, : ° - - 11 5,742 3,476 
Delaware, - - * « - - 1 522 317 
Maryland, - ° ° . - 8 4,176 2,849 
Virginia, . > - : - ll 5,742 3,973 
North Carolina, (8 months) - - - - 6 3,132 1,214 2,706 
Georgia, - - - > : - 1 522 87 
Total, - 80 41,760 27,699 5,135 
Total from returns, - - - - - . , 32,834 
Conjectural estimate of Militia, employed in addition to the above. 
New York, for 3 months, - - - é 1,500 
Virginia, 2 do - - - - 3,000 
Ditto, ; 6 do : : - - 1,000 
Ditto, guarding convention troops, - - - - 600 
North Carolina, for 8 months, - - - - 1,000 
South Carolina, for9 do - - - - 4,500 
Georgia, ‘ . » ° = : 750 
Total Conjectural, 12,350 
Grand Total, - - 41,584 





January 24th, 1780. 


Resolved, That the States furnish by draught, or otherwise, the deficiencies of their respective quotas of eighty 
battalions, apportioned by a resolve of Congress of 9th March, 1779. 


, Statement of the Troops furnished by the following States, taken from actual returns of the Army, for the 














year 1780. 
Quotas required. Furnished. 
Number | Number of| Number of | Militia. 
STATES. of Batta- men, men. 

lions of 

§22 men 

each. 
New Hampshire, - - - - . . - 3 1,566 1,017 760 
Massachusetts, - - - - - . - - 15 7,830 4,453 3,436 
Rhode Island, - - ~ - - : - - 2 1,044 915 
Connecticut, - - - - - - - - 8 4,176 3,133 554 
New York, - - - - . . - - 5 2,610 2,179 668 
New Jersey, - - - - - - - - 3 1,566 1,105 162 
Pennsylvania, - - - - - - - - 11 5,742 3,337 
Delaware, : - - - - - . - 1 522 325 231 
Maryland, . . . ° - - : - 8 4,176 2,065 
Virginia, - : - - - - - - 11 5,742 2,486 
North Carolina, - - - . - - - : 6 3,132 
South Carolina, - : - - - - - - 6 3,132 
Georgia, - : - - - - - 1- 522 

80 
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Total from returns, - - “ “ ° a 


Conjectural estimate of Militia employed in addition to the above. 


New York, - . 2 months, - - : . 
Virginia, - - 12 do. - - ~ 
0. - - 3 do. - : ° ‘ 
North Carolina, average 12 do. - - a 
South Carolina, - 4 do. . “ “ ‘ 
Do. Do. - - 8 do. . e - 5 
Georgia, - . - : - - . 

Conjectural, 

Grand Total, - 





Arrangement 3d October, 1780. 





i 2 a oe ae 





26,826 


2,000 
1,500 
3,000 
3,000 
5,000 
1,000 

750 





16,000 





42,826 
































Statement of the Troops furnished by the following States, taken from actual returns of the Army, for the 
year 1781. 
Quotas required. Furnished. 
STATES. Number of | Number of | Number of | Number of 
Battalions, men. men, Militia. 
576 men 
each. 
New Hampshire, - - - - 2 1,152 700 
Massachusetts, (4 months’ men) - - - - 11 6,366 3,732 1,566 
Rhode Island, - - - - 1 576 464 
Connecticut, (4 months? men) - - - - 6 3,456 2,420 1,501 
New York, - - - - - : - 3 1,728 1,178 
New Jersey, - - : - - - - 2 1,152 823 
Pennsylvania, : : - : : : 9 5,184 1,346 
Delaware, - : - - - . ° 1 576 89 
Maryland, - - - - - . - 5 2,880 770 1,337* 
Virginia, : - . 4 - ° . il 6,336 1,225 2,894t 
North Carolina, - : - - - : 4 2,304 545 
South Carolina, - - - - - - 2 1,152 
Georgia, - - - - - - - 1 576 
Total, - - 58 33,408 13,292 7,298 
Total from returns, ° . . : : - : - 20,590 
Conjectural estimate of Militia employed in addition to the above. 
Virginia, - : . - - ° - - 2,000 
North Carolina, - - : - - - - 3,000 t 
South Carolina, - : : . - - - 3,000 
Georgia, : . . : . _° 750 
Total Conjectural, 8,750 
Grand Total, - - 29,340 


* With General Green. {Before York Town. 


¢ The average number employed during ten months of the year may be estimated at six thousand. 
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Statement of the Troops furnished by the following States, taken from actual returns of the Army, for the year 1782. 












































Quota Required. Furnished, 
STATES. Number of | Number of | Number of 
Battalions, men. men. 
576 men 
each. 
New Hampshire, - - - - - 2 1,152 744 
Massachusetts, - - - - - 11 6,336 4,423 
Rhode Island, - - - - - 1 576 481 
Connecticut, - - - - : 6 3,456 1,732 
New York, - . - - - 3 1,728 1,198 
New Jersey, - - - - - 2 1,152 660 
Pennsylvania, . - - : - 9 5,184 1,265 
Delaware, - - - - - 1 576 164 
Maryland, - - - : - 5 2,880 1,280 
Virginia, - - : - - 11 6,336 1,204 
North Carolina, - - - - - 4 2,304 1,105 
South Carolina, - - - - : 2 1,152 
Georgia, - - - - - 1 576 
Total, 58 33,408 14,256 
Total, from returns, - - 14,256 
Conjectural estimate of Militia, employed in addition to the above. 
Virginia, = - - - - - - 1,000 
South Carolina, “ - - : for 4months, 2,000 
Georgia, - - - .° - - - 750 
: Total, conjectural, - - 3,750 
Grand total, - - - 18,006 




















Statement of the Troops furnished by the following States, taken from the actual returns of the Army, for 
the year 1783. 
Quotas required. Furnished. 
Total number 
STATES. Number Number of | Number of |of Continentals 
of Baftalions men. Continentals.} and Militia. 
of 576 men 
each. 
New Hampshire, - - - - - 2 1,152 733 
Massachusetts, . - - - 11 6,336 4,370 
Rhode Island, “ - - - - 1 576 372 
Connecticut, - - - - - 6 3,456 1,740 
New York, - - - - - 3 1,728 1,169 
New Jersey, - - - - - 2 1,152 676 
Pennsylvania, - : - + - 7 5,184 1,598 
Delaware, - - - - - 1 576 235 
Maryland, - - - - - 5 2,880 974 
Virginia, - - - - - 11 6,336 629 
North Carolina, . - - - - 4 2,304 697 
South Carolina, - - : - 2 1,152 139 
Georgia, - - - . - - 1 576 145 
Total, - 58 33,408 13,476 13,476 


























N. B. The a A 
States, on the 15th No 








| War Orrice or THE Unirep States, May 10, 1790. 


H KNOX, Secretary of War. 


in the Nerthern Department discharged the 5th November, 1783, and that in the Southern 
vember, 1783. 
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2d ConGress.] No. 4. [ist Session. 


COURT OF INQUIRY ON GENERAL HARMAR. 
Forr Wasninoton, September 24, 1791. 


Ne) 
I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency the proceedings of the court of inquiry which sat agreeably 
to the general order of the 14th instant, ** to inquire into the personal conduct of Brigadier General Harmar, 
commanding officer on the late expedition against the Miami Indians.” 

The court have taken the utmost pains to investigate the subjects committed to them, and have expected that 
some persons would have attended from Kentucky, on the occasion, as mentioned in your Excellency’s letter of the 
15th. Finding no personal evidence come forward from that quarter, have this day closed the proceedings, and 
present to your Excellency their opinion as specially directed. 

There are some depositions handed in, but, as they are not authenticated under the seal of any court of record, 
or by the prothonotary of any county, the court conceive they can only subjoin them to the proceedings for informa- 
tion to your Excellency, as they have been to the court. ‘They are numbered 1, 2, 3, 4. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
RICHARD BUTLER, Major General, President. 
His Excellency Major General Artuvur Sr. Cuair. 


Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry, held at Fort Washington, September 15th,.1791, agreeably to the order of the 
14th inst. of which the following is a copy: 


** 4 court of inquiry, of which Major General Butler is appointed President, and Lieutenant Colonels Gibson 
and Darke, members, will sit to-morrow, 12 o’clock, at the Southeast block-house, Fort Washington.” 


Major Genera! Ricuarp Butter, President. 


Lieutenant Colonels Georce Grisson,} 
Wut Darke, Members. 


After orders, September 14th, Head Quarters. 


‘Lieutenant Warren, of the 2d United States’ regiment, is appointed to record the proceedings of the court of 
inquiry directed to sit at Fort Washington, by the orders of this day.” . 
W. SARGENT, .4dj. General. 


The court met, agreeably to the above order, and were duly sworn according to law. The following letter was 
read, from his Excellency Major General St. Clair, directed to Major General Butler, President of the court of 
mquiry: 
=" ** Fort Wasuincton, September 15, 1791. 
** Sir: 

“The court, of which you are appointed President, is ordered for the purpose of inquiring into the conduct of 
Brigadier General Harmar, the commanding officer upon the late expedition against the iami Indians. 

** Inthe course of your investigations, all the circumstances of the campaign, rom the time the army departed until 
it returned to Fort Washington, are to be taken into consideration. ‘These will embrace the personal conduct of 
the General; the organization of the army; the orders of march, encampment and battle; the motives which influ- 
enced the detachments of the 14th, the 19th, and the 21st of October, and whether the said detachments were duly 
supported, and if not, the reasons which prevented the said support. The articles of war specify, that courts of 
inquiry shall not give their opinion on the merits of any case, excepting they shall be specially thereto required. 

Mhis seems to be one of the cases in which an opinion is requisite; you will therefore please, sir, to take the opinion 
of the court on all, and every, of the points above specified, and convey the same to me when the inquiry shall be 
closed. 

** Some evidences have been expected from Kentucky; whether they will attend or not, I cannot inform the court; 
but the principal officers of the militia who served in the army of General Harmar have had notice that the court 
would meet this day. I have heard from none of them, excepting Lieutenant Colonel Trotter, who writes to me 
that his attendance is doubtful; that Colonel Hall is gone to the Atlantic States, and he believes Colonel M’Mullen 
likewise.” 

Brigadier General Harmar, being called upon for his evidences, furnished the court with a list of persons, where- 
upon the court ordered them to be summoned to attend. The court then adjourned to meet at 3 o’clock P. M. 


Three o’clock P. M.—The court met, agreeably to adjournment. 


‘Vhe gentlemen who were summoned, not being ready to give in their evidences, the court adjourned to meet at 


9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
SEPTEMBER 16th. 

‘The court met, agreeably to adjournment, and Major Ferguson being called in and sworn, deposed as followeth: 
‘That, sometime about the 15th July, it was determined to carry on an expedition against the Miami villages. One 
thousand militia from Kentucky, and five hundred from Pennsylvania, with what could be collected of : the Ist 
United States’ regiment, and one company of artillery, was to form the army. The militia from Kentucky began 
to assemble at Fort Washington about the middle of September; those were very ill equipped, being almost destitute 
of camp kettles and axes; nor could a supply of these essential articles be procured. ‘Their arms were, generally, 
very bad, and unfit for service; that as he was the commanding officer of artillery, they came under his inspection, in 
making what repairs the time would permit; and as a specimen of their badness, he informed the court, that a rifle 
was brought to be repaired without a lock, and another without a stock. That he asked the owners what induced 
them to think that those guns could be repaired at that time? And they gave him for answer, that they were told 
in Kentucky that all repairs would be made at Fort Washington. ae of the officers told him, that they had no 
idea of there being half the number of bad arms in the whole district of Kentucky, as was then in the hands of their 
men. As soon as the principal part of the Kentucky militia arrived, the General began to organize them; in this 
he had many difficulties to'encounter. Colonel Trotter aspired to the command, although Colonel Hardin 
was the eldest officer, and in this he was encouraged both by men and officers, who openly declared, unless 
Colonel Trotter commanded them, they would return home. After two or three days the business was settled, and 
they were formed into three batalions, under the command of Colonel Trotter, and Colonel Hardin had the com- 
mand of all the militia. As soon as they were arranged, they were mustered; crossed the Ohio, and, on the 26th, 
marched, and encamped about ten miles from Fort Washingtor. ‘The last of the Pennsylvania militia arrived on 
the 25th September. These were equipped nearly as the Kentucky, but were worse armed; several were without 
any. The General ordered all the arms in store to be delivered te those who had none, and those whose guns could 
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not be repaired. Amongst the militia were a great many hardly able to bear arms, such as old, infirm men, and 
young boys; they were not such as might be expected from a frontier country, viz. the smart active woodsman, wel! 
accustomed to arms, eager and alert to revenge the injuries done them and their connexions. No, there were a 
great number of them swbstitutes, who probably had never fired a gun. Major Paul, of Pennsylvania, told him, that 
many of his men were so awkward, that they could not take their gun-locks off to oil them, and put them on again, 
nor could they put in their flints so as to be useful; and even of such materials, the numbers came far short of what 
was ordered, as may be seen by the returns. ‘hat,on the 31st September, the General with the continental troops, 
marched from Fort Washington, to join Colonel Hardin, who had advanced into the country, for the sake of feed for 
the cattle, and to open the road for the artillery. On the 3d October, the whole army joined, and was arranged in 
order of march, encampment, and. battle; these would appear by the orderly-book, with this difference in the en- 
campment—the space they were to occupy, when in order of battle; which was to be open, was always to be fil- 
led up with their fires, nor was any intervals to be left between battalions. This was done to prevent, in some 
measure, the cattle and horses from getting out of camp; and the sentinels round camp had orders not to let the 
cattle or horses pass out after dark, just before which time they were brought within their fires. ‘Those precautions, 
aided by the care and industry of Mr. Wells and his assistants, succeeded well in preventing loss of cattle—he was 
informed there were only two oxen lost from the time the whole army took up the line of march, until it returned to 
Fort Washington; but he was sorry to say, it was not the case of the pack-horses: the generality of the people em- 
ployed in that department, were ignorant of their duty, indolent, and inactive; nor was it in the power of the Gen- 
an to remedy these defects. ‘The shortness of the time for assembling and organizing the army put it out of his 
power to look about and select fit characters; he was of course obliged to take those that offered. After he was in 
the woods it was out of his power to exchange them for better, and punishments for neglect of duty was out of the 

uestion. The principles upon which the horses were employed induced the drivers, who were chiefly parties in 
the business, to lose and otherwise destroy them, rather than return them to their owners; by this means the pro- 
prietors had a high appraisement paid them for their horses, and daily pay for services, until oy were lost; by add- 
ing to the above the negligence of sentinels, he accounted for the number of horses lost, which, in his opinion, it 
was out of General Harmar’s power to prevent. 

After the army was arranged, they continued their march without any material occurrence, until the 13th, when 
the horse fell in with two Indians, and took one of them prisoner, who informed that the Indians were not in force 
at the Maumee village. ‘This day they reached a place called the French Store, at which place, a Frenchman, who 
was then with the General as a guide, had lived. He informed that the village was about ten leagues distant. From 
this place, on the morning of the 14th, Colonel Hardin was detached with six hundred men, te endeavor to surprise 
the Miami village; the army moved at the same time, and although it rained the whole day, they continued their 
march with diligence until late. ‘The horse were ordered to be tied up this night, to enable the army to move early 
the next day, which it did. This diligence of the army on its march induced him to believe, the General was en - 
deavoring to guard against any disaster that might happen to Colonel Hardin, which he was of opinion would have 
been in his power: for Colonel Hardin had not gained more than four miles of the army, on the first day’s march. 
On the 17th, the army arrived at the Miami village; here were evident signs of the enemy having quitted the place 
in the greatest confusion. Indian dogs and cows came into their camp this day, which induced to believe the fami- 
lies were not far off. A party of three hundred men, with three days’ provision, under the command of Colonel 
Trotter, was ordered, as he understood, to examine the country around their camp, but, contrary to the General’s or- 
ders, returned the same evening. ‘This conduct of the Colonel’s did not meet the General’s approbation, and Col. 
Hardin, anxious for the character of his countrymen, wished to have the command of the same detachment for the 
remaining two days, which was given him. This command marched on the morning of the 19th, and was the same 
day shamefully defeated. Colonel Hardin told him, that the number which attacked him did not exceed one hun- 
dred and fifty, and that, had his people fought, or even made a show of forming to fight, he was certain the Indians 
would have run. But on the Indians firing, which was at a great distance, the militia ran, numbers throwing away 
their arms, nor could he ever rally them; Major Ray confirmed the same. He did not know what influenced the 
detachment on the 21st. But, from the enemy being flushed with success on the 19th, it became necessary, if in his 
power, to give them a check, to prevent the army from being harassed on its return; which they might have done, 
will readily be granted by every one who has the least knowledge of the Indians, and an army encumbered with 
cattle and packhorses, much worn down; and although the detachment was not so fortunate, as was reasonably to 
have been expected, yet he firmly believed it prevented the savages from annoying their rear, as they never made 
their appearance after. With respect to supporting that detachment, which consisted of four hundred chosen troops, 
he always believed them superior to one hentved and fifty Indians, which was the greatest number as yet discover- 
ed, had it not been for misconduct and disobedience of orders by the officers who were on the command. He under- 
stood that Major Ray’s battalion had been advanced to cover them, which was as many as could possibly have been 
spared, taking into view that those in camp could not be depended on, and many were without arms, having thrown 
them away. ‘To support with the whole army, was impracticable; the pack-horses being weak, and greatly reduced 
in numbers; the artillery horses very much reduced, and unable to undergo much more fatigue, but at the certain 
loss of the artillery; as it was, they were obliged to send to Fort Washington for horses to assist in hauling it in. 
‘The march of the army was as regular and well conducted, as was possible tobe done with militia. With respect to 
the General’s conduct, report says, that he was intoxicated all the campaign, and unable to execute the important du- 
ties of his station. He had mentioned his commanding the artillery, which was posted at the head of the centre col- 
umn, and here the General chiefly was, during the march; of course he had an opportunity of seeing, and being with 
him through the day; in the morning he received his orders from him, and when they halted to encamp, he chiefly 
pointed out the ground where the artillery should be posted; his duty called him often to his tent, before they 
marched in the morning, and after they halted in the evening; in short, had he been given to drunkenness, he had as 

ood an opportunity of seeing it as any other officer in the army- Yet he declared, that, from their leaving Fort 
Vashington, until their return, he never saw General Harmar intoxicated, or so as to render him unfit for the exe- 
cution of any duties. In him, and his abilities, as an officer, he placed the greatest confidence, never doubting his 
orders, but obeying with cheerfulness, being conscious they were the production of experience and sound judgment. 
; Question by the Court. What were your reasons for thinking punishment for neglect of duty out of the ques- 
tiont 

Answer. The state of the army being such, that it obliged the General not to do any thing that would tend to 
irritate the militia. na a 

Question by the Court. Is it your opinion that the organization of the army was a judicious one—such a one as 
was well calculated for the security of the troopsP_ ca 

Answer. It is my opinion that it was the most judicious organization that could be made, and calculated for the 
interest of the United States. 

Question by the Court. Is it your opinion that the order of encampment was a judicious one, and that the ex- 
treme parts were so disposed as were calculated to give security to the army and its appendages? 

Answer. I think no better disposition could have been made. 

peasien | by the Court. Do you think the order of battle calculated so as to have been easy of execution and 
easily forme 

‘ —— I think it was the best that could have been formed, and well calculated for covering the appendages 
of the army. 

eee by the Court. Do you know the General’s motives for making the detachments of the 14th, 19th, and 
2ist October: 

Answer. I do not know the General’s motives for making the detachment of the 14th, but I suppose it was for 
the purpose of surprising the Maumee village, as we had taken an Indian the day before, who gave us information 
that the Indians were in great confusion there, and that | were not in force, and very much divided in their coun- 
sels. We — to surprise them before they separated. 
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Question by the Court. What were the movements of the army after that detachment was made? 

Answer. We continued our march next day, until an express arrived to inform us that the Indians had evacu- 
ated the village; when we halted. 

Question by the Court. What was the distance between the main body and the detachment? 

Answer. About four miles. 

Question by the Court. Do you think that the army was within supporting distance when that detachment was 


made? 
Answer. On the first day we were. 
Question by the Court. Do you know what induced the General to make the detachment of the 19th? 


Answer. The day preceding that on which the detachment was made, Indian dogs and cattle came into our 
camp, which led us to believe the Indians were near us, more especially as they had left their village in such haste. 
[ suppose it was for the purpose of examining the country around the camp. A detachment of three hundred men, 
under the command of Col. Trotter, with three days’ provision, was made on the i8th, with orders to continue out 
three days, but which nevertheless returned into camp the same evening. The General appeared displeased at their 
disobedience of orders. Col. Hardin, wishing to retrieve the character of the militia, asked the General’s permission 
to take out the same detachment on the 19th, which was granted. ‘ 

Question a | the Court. What motives led Col. Hardin at such a distance as fifteen miles from camp? 

Answer. I understood that he got on the trails of the Indians, and that he had discovered an Indian on horse- 
back, about one mile from where he fell in with their main body. 

Question by the Court. Upon hearing of the defeat of that detachment, did you understand that the General 


ordered any one ; ; ’ 
Answer. I don’t know that he did; the first intelligence of the defeat was brought us by those who were de- 


feated, late in the evening. ; ; ; 
Question by the Court. Do you know the motives for the detachment of the 21st, either from the General him- 


self, or any of his confidential officers? - 

Answer. I do not know from the General, but it was my opinion, as well as that of other officers, that the de- 
feat of the 19th had so panic struck the army, that, had the Indians attacked on the retreat, it might have been lost, 
which induced the General to send the detachment in the rear. 

Question by the Court. Had the General ordered another detachment upon the ground, where the defeat of the 
19th happened, do you think the militia would have gone, or would they have mutinied? 

Answer. lam rather inclined tothink they would not have gone. 

Question by the Court. With respect to the general conduct of General Harmar in the course of the campaign, 
is it your opinion that it was judicious, and in every respect commendable? 

ae I do think it was perfectly so; I have the greatest confidence in, and good opinion of, his ‘military 
abilities. 

Captain Strong being sworn, deposed: That he knew of no circumstance during the whole campaign that could, 
in his opinion, affect the military character of the General. That the organization of the army appeared, to his 
judgment, extremely judicious, and such he believed was the general opinion of the officers. That the order of 
march seemed to him no less judicious and military in all sts parts; that the order of encampment and battle met, if 
he mistook not, with the approbation of every officer able to judge of it; that the motives which influenced the detach- 
ments of the 14th, 19th, and 21st October, appeared to him to be a question that could only be answered by the Ge- 
neral, or perhaps by his confidential officers, or those more immediately attached to his person; that he had reason 
to believe, that those detachments were not properly supported, but it was his opinion, at the same time, that the 
fault lay not with the General; who had given orders, in each case, that were not complied with, at least until it was 


tov late. 
Question by the Court. With respect to support in the action of the 21st, was there any support ordered that you 


know of? 
w span. I was present when the order was given to Major Ray to move with his battalion to support Major 
yllys. meee 

on 4 the Court. Do you know waat distance they marched for that purpose, or how long they were gone 
from the arm 

Answer. i do not recollect perfectly how long, but I think it was not long. ; 

pasetice by General Harmar. Is it your opinion that the making the detachment under Major Wyllys was at- 
tended with goad consequences to the army, or not? 

Answer. I think it was attended with useful consequences to the army. 

The Court then adjourned to 3 o’clock P. M. 

Three o’clock P. M. The Court having met, agreeable to adjournment, 

Lieutenant Hartshorn was sworn, and deposed, That he knew of no circumstances, during the whole campaign, 
that could in his opinion affect the military conduct of the General; that the organization of the army appeared to 
his judgment extremely judicious, and such, he believed, was the general opinion of the officers; that the order of 
march seemed to him no less judicious and military in all its parts; that the order of encampment and battle met, if 
he mistook not, with the approbation of every officer able to judge of it; that the motives which influenced the detach- 
ments of the 14th, 19th, and 21st of October, appeared to him to be a question that could only be answered by the 
General, and_perhaps by his confidential officers, or those more immediately attached to his person; that as to the 

uestion of support, he had reason to believe the detachment was not properly supported; but it was his opinion at 
the same time, that the fault lay not with the General, who had given orders, in each case, that were not complied 
with, at least until it was too late. aye : ; 

Question by the Court. Do you know, sir, in the course of the campaign, from the time the army left Fort 
Washington, until its return to that place, any circumstance that could militate against the military character of the 


General? 

Answer. I know of none. 

Question by the Court. Do you know of any unnecessary delays? 

Answer. None at all; far from it, every thing was done to get forward the army. ; 

Question by the Court. Does any instance of inebriety in the General come within your knowledge, during the 
course of the campaign? 

Answer. I know of none. Bets 

uestion by the Court. So far as you are a judge of the organization of the army, do you think it was proper 

and judicious? rw 

Answer. So far as I could judge, I think it was extremely judicious. ; ~~ 

Question by the Court. Had you any conversation with the officers of the army on the subject of the organization 


of the army? 

Answer. I had, and with those who I think were judges, who Cue it to be very good. 

Question by the Court. Did the arrangement of march appear to be so connected as to be able to support each 
other in case of attack? i i , 

Answer. I think it did, and seemed no less judicious and military in all its ~~ 

Question by the Court. Did the extreme parts of the encampment appear to be so formed, as to be competent to 
cover the main body of the army in case of attack by the enemy? 

Answer. Perfectly so. 

Question by the Tenet. Was you in the first engagement of the army? 

Answer. I was in the action of the 19th of October. 

Question by the Court. Was you in the detachment of the 14th? 

Answer. I was not. 
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Question ¥ the Court. Did the order of battle on the 19th appear to you to be a judicious one? 

Answer. I think it was not a judicious one. 

Question by the Court. Who was the officer who commanded the troops in that action? 

Answer. Colonel Hardin. : 

ape by the Court. In what manner did you attack the enemy—was it in columns, or did you display in any 
regular order! 

Onswer. We were attacked in front of columns. 

Question by the Court. When you were attacked, were you ordered to display, or form in any regular order? 

Answer. 0. 

Question yA, Court. In what manner did you oppose the enemy when you were attacked? 

Answer. By endeavoring to form the line to charge them. 

Question by the Court. What troops came within your notice that attempted to form when charged? 

Answer. Not more than thirty federal troops, and ten militia. 

Question by the Court. How many militia had you? 

Answer. I don’t know. 

Question by the Court. What became of the rest of the militia? 


‘ 


Answer. They gave way and ran. 

Question. Do you think that, if the militia in that action had been properly formed, and in time, they would 
have been sufficient to have beat the enemy? 

Answer. They were. 

Question by the Court. Do you know the motives for making the detachment on the 14th? 

Answer. It was supposed for the purpose of gaining the Maumee village before the Indians left it, as we were 
informed they were preparing to leave it. 

Question by the Court. s that your own opinion? 

Answer. It is, and was the general opinion in camp. 

Question by the Court. What was the result of the action of the 19th—were the continental troops and the 
ten militia defeated? 

Answer. ‘They were cut to pieces except six or seven. 

Question by the Court. Do you know from head quarters, or from any principal officers of the army, what 
were the motives for making the detachment of the 19thr 

Answer. It was forthe purpose of overtaking a party uf Indians, whose trails had been discovered. 

Question by the Court. Was there any attempt made to support that detachment from the main body? 

Answer. Not that I know of. ; 

Question by the Court. What was the distance between the main body of the army and the detachment attacked? 

Answer. Fourteen or fifteen miles. aye ; 

Question by the Court. From the conduct of the militia, do you think that the General had a right to expect 
any great a from them, if he had been attacked? 

Answer. I don’t think he had. ‘ 

Question by the Court. Was you in the action of the 21st? 

Answer. I was not. ; 

Question by the Ccurt. Do you know the motives for making the detachment of the 21st? 

Answer. It was for the purpose of seeing if any Indians were in the village. 

Question by General Harmar. Did you not think the detachment sent back under Major Wyllys competent to 
engage any body of the enemy? mee 

Answer. It was sufficient for any body of Indians in that country. 

Question by General Harmar. To what cause was it owing, that the detachment did not succeed so perfectly 
as [ could have wished for? 

Answer. Because they did not obey your orders; they did not march at the time they were directed. 

Question by General Harmar. Upon the first intelligence do you recollect any support I ordered? 

Answer. [I recollect you ordered a battalion, I think under Major Ray. 

Ensign Morgan being sworn, deposed as followeth: That, as he did not join the army under the command of 
General Harmar until the 13th October, he was unacquainted with its progress until that time, when the army ap- 
peared in good order. As he was an ensign, and carried the standard every fourth or fifth day after his joining the 
army, he was frequently near the General, and always observed, as far as he could judge, the greatest propriety of 
conduct. As to the organization of the army, the order of march, encampment, and battle, they are perfectly ex- 
plained in the general orders. As to the motives which influenced the General in sending out the different detach- 
ments of the 14th, 19th, and 21st, he was unacquainted—the opinion he took up concerning the one of the 14th was, 
that the General, finding the army discovered, resolved to make a push for the towns before they were abandoned, 
and as he could not do it with his whole army, formed the detachment on the 14th under Colonel Hardin; the mo- 
tive for the detachment on the 19th he was utterly unacquainted with, that of the 2ist, as he supposed, was to pick 
up any straggling Indians who might have come to the towns, to see what they had been about, but without an idea 
ot the Indians being in force. 

Question by the Court. Do you think that the party of militia that were attached to Major Wyllys’ detachment 
was sufficient to have defeated the Indians if they had done their duty? 

Answer. If they had been together, I think they were. 

Question by the Court. What time did you return to the army from the action of the 21st? 

Answer. About 5 0’clock P.M. The action commenced soon after day-light. 

Question by the Court. Did you sce any thing of the detachment under Major Ray, on your return? 

Answer. [I saw only a party three miles from camp, under Captain Craig, that were going to our support. 

Question by the Court. What was the disposition of the militia after you returned to the army—were they well 
affected to the service and orderly? 

Answer. I think they were very disorderly, and very inattentive to their duty, and some appearances of mutiny 
among them, with both officers and men; and turned out, upon one occasion particularly, to oppose a punishment that 
had been ordered by the General. 

Question by the Court. Do you remember any thing of General Harmar’s ordering his cannon to fire upon them? 

Answer. | eeuenier that General Harmar once said, that if the militia behaved again in so scandalous a man- 
ner, that he would order his cannon to fire on them. 

Ensign Britt being sworn, deposed: That with respect to the pomgee conduct of General Harmar, he knew that 
he was indefatigable in making arrangements for the execution of the =r which had been formed for the expedition; 
and he also knew that the difficulties were great which the General had to encounter in organizing the militia, and 
in endeavoring to establish that harmony, which was wanting in their commanding officers, Colone!s Hardin and 
Trotter, which he accomplished apparently to their satisfaction; that he was at all times —— in attending to 
the conduct of the officers in the different departments of the army, and that he was always ready to attend to such 
occurrences as were consequent to the same, and the necessary exertions to have his orders carried into execution 
were not wanting; but that there were great deficiencies on the part of the militia, either owing to the want of author- 
ity in some of their officers, or from their ignorance or inattention; that the generality of them scarcely deserved the 
name of any thing like soldiers; that they were mostly substitutes for others, who had nothing to stimulate them to 
do their duty; that as to the dispositions for the order of march, form of encampment, and order of battle, they were 
matters which he, being a young officer, could say little about; he presumed they would answer for themselves; that 
the General’s motives for detaching Colonel Hardin on the 14th October, when they were told they were but ten 
leagues from the Indian towns, he supposed to be, from information they received by a prisoner who was taken on the 
13th, that the Indians at the Maumee village were in great consternation and confusion; and the prospects were, they 
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might be easily defeated if found in that situation; that in order to support this detachment, the horses of the army 
were ordered to be tied up at night, so that the whole army might be ready to march early in the morning, which was 
done accordingly; and that when Colonel Hardin reached the village, the main body was not more than five or six 
miles in his rear; that the detachment under Colonel Trotter was ordered to reconnoitre for three days the neighbor- 
hood, to endeavor to find out the savages, who had fled from their towns; that this party returned the evening of 
the same day they started, and next morning Colonel Hardin marched with the same party, and fell in with the In 
dians; that an engagement ensued, in which he was routed owing to the cowardly behavior of the militia under his 
command; that the motives which he conceived led to detaching the rty under Major Wyilys on the 21st were, 
that the Indians having avoided engaging the whole army, would collect at their towns, and harass the rear and 
flanks, as much as possible on its return, and a stroke at them before they could assemble in large bodies would 
prevent their doing it with much effect; that the party accordingly met with the Indians, and a battle followed, in 
which numbers were killed on both sides; that the moment the news of this arrived in camp, Major Ray, with his bat- 
— . Kentucky militia, was ordered to march to the support of Major Wyllys, but that he did not proceed far 
before he returned. 

; er by the Court. Did you at any time, in the course of the campaign, perceive that General Harmar was 
intoxicated? 

~ ee I did not; I lived in the General’s family, and should have known it had any thing of that kind hap- 
pened. 

Doctor Allison being sworn, deposed: That the organization of the army, the orders of march, encampment, 
and battle, were questions which would be more amply answered by a reference to the orderly book, than they 
could be from the mere relation of an individual, or from any other official information; that, as to the motives 
which influenced the detachments of the 14th, 19th, and 21st October, those were questions which, if answered at 
all, must be merely speculative opinions, which it was not always prudent to divulge, nor would they, in his judg- 
ment, be admitted as evidence, or even perused by any tribunal, and therefore were nugatory; and, as he had not 
the honor of being in the cabinet, it was utterly out of his power to give any other; that, as soon as the news arrived 
of the misfortune of the third detachment, a reinforcement was immediately ordered by the General, but whether 
it actually set out, or what induced it to return, he could not say, or whether sufficiently strong, he did not conceive 
himselfa judge. His situation, as surgeon, prevented a minute attention to every, or, indeed, any of the arrange- 
ments of the army; yet, as far as they came within his view, or knowledge, they were judicious and unifoim; that 
every attention was paid to the army by the General, in every situation; thatevery step was taken by him that 
eee and military knowledge could suggest, the circumstances of the army would permit, or that necessity 
required. 

_ Denny, being sworn, deposed: That General Harmar began his preparations for the campaign soon 
after the 15th July, and that every day was employed in the most industrious manner; that the calculations for pro- 
visions, horses, and stores, were immediately made out, and orders given accordingly; that great exertions were 
used by Captain Ferguson to get in readiness the artillery and military stores, and, indeed, every officer was busily 
engaged, under the eye of the General, in fitting out necessary matter for the expedition, but particularly the quar- 
termaster; not a moment’s time appeared to be lost. Fifteenth and 16th September the Kentucky militia arrived, 
but instead of seeing active riflemen, such as is supposed to inhabit the frontiers, they saw a parcel of men, young 
in the country, and totally unexperienced in the business they came upon, so much so, that many of them did not 
even know how to keep their arms in firing order; indeed, their whole object seemed to be nothing more than to see 
the country, without rendering any service whatever. A great many of their guns wanted repairs, and, as they 
could not put them in order, our artificers were obliged to be employed; a considerable number came without any 
guns at all. Kentucky seemed as if she wished to comply with the requisitions of Government as ineffectually as 
possible; for it was evident that about two-thirds of the men served only to swell their numbers. Nineteenth Sep- 
tember, a small detachment of Pennsylvania militia arrived, and the 25th of September, Major Doughty, with two 
companies of federal troops, joined them from Muskingum. Governor St. Clair had arrived from New York the 
22d, and the remains of the Pennsylvania militia came on the 25th. ‘The militia, last mentioned, were similar to 
the other, 400 many substitutes. ‘The General lost no time in organizing them, though he met with many difficul- 
ties. The colonels were disputing for the command, and the one most popular was least entitled to it. ‘Che Gene- 
ral’s design was to reconcile all parties, which he accomplished, after much trouble. The Kentuckians composed 
three battalions, under the Majors Hall, M’Mullen and Ray, with Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Trotter at 
their head. ‘The Pennsylvanians were formed into one battalion, under Lieutenant Colonel Trubley and Major 
Paul, the whole to be commanded by Colonel John Hardin, subject to the orders of General Harmar; that, on the 
26th September, the militia marched on the route towards the Indian towns. The 30th, the General having got 
forward all the supplies that he expected, he moved out with the federal troops, formed into two small battalions, 
under the immediate command of Major Wyllys and Major Doughty, together with Captain Ferguson’s company 
of artillery, and three pieces of ordnance. On the 3d of October, General Harmar joined the advanced troops early 
in the morning; the remaining part of the day was spent in forming the line of march, the order of encampment and 
battle, and explaining the same to the militia field officers. General Harmar’s orders will show the several forma- 
tions. On the 4th the army took up the order of march as is described in the orders. On the 5th a reinforcement of 
horsemen and mounted infantry joined from Kentucky. The dragoons were formed into two troops; the mounted 
riflemen made 2 company, and this smallj battalion of light troops were put under the command of Major Fontaine. 

The whole of General Harmar’s command then may be stated thus: 


3 battalions of Kentucky militia, 

1 do. Pennsylvania do. Q 1133 
1 do. ot troops mounted do. 

2 do. Federal troops, —- - 320 





Total, 1453 

The line of march was certainly one of the best that could be adopted, and great attention was paid to keep the 
officers with their commands in proper order, and the pack-horses, &c. as compact as possible. The order of en- 
campment appeared to be well calculated not only for defence, but to —— the horses and cattle from being 
lost; however, notwithstanding every precaution was taken, and repeated orders given to the horse-masters, to hop- 
ple well their horses, and directions to the officers and men not to suffer any to pass through the lines, many of 
them, owing to the carelessness of the militia, and the scarcity of food, (though great attention was paid in the choice 
of quand) beeke loose and strayed through the lines after night, and even passed the chain of sentries which encir- 
cled the camp, and were lost. Patrols of horsemen were ordered out every morning by day-light, to scour the 
neighboring woods, and to bring in any horses that might have broke through the lines; and a standing order directed 
the pickets to turn out small parties, and drive in every horse. This was done, he believed, to expedite the move- 
ment of the army. ‘There was no less attention paid to securing the cattle every evening when the army halted; the 
guard, which was composed of a commissioned officer and thirty or thirty-five men, built a yard always within the 
chain of sentries, and sometimes in the square of encampment, and placed a sufficient number of sentries round the 
enclosure, which effectually preserved them; there was not more than two or three head lost during the whole of the 
campaign. On the 13th of October, early in the morning, a patrol of horsemen captured a Shawanee Indian. On 
the Path October, Colonel Hardin was detached with 600 light troops, to push for the Miami village; he believed 
that this detachment was sent forward in consequence of the intelligence gained of the Shawanee prisoner, which 
was, that the Indians were clearing out as fast as possible, and that if they did not make more haste, the towns 
would be evacuated before their arrival. As it was impossible for the main body of the army, with all their train, 
to hasten their march much, the General thought proper to send on Colonel Hardin, in hopes of taking a few, before 
they would all get off. This night the horses were all ordered to be tied up, that the army might start by day-light, 
on purpose to keep as near Colone! Hardin as possible; the distance to the Indian towns, when the detachment 











1791.] COURT OF INQUIRY ON GENERAL HARMAR. D5 





marched ahead, was about thirty-five miles. On the 15th, every exertion was used to get forward the main body 
this day; they found that the advanced party had gained but very few miles. On the 16th, in the evening, met an 
express from Colonel Hardin, who had got into the village, informing the General that the enemy had abandoned 
every place. On the 17th, about noon, the army arrived at the Omee towns; on the 18th, Colonel Trotter was 
ordered out with three hundred men, militia and regulars, to reconnoitre the country, and to endeavor to make 
some discoveries of the enemy. He marched but a few miles, when his advanced horsemen came upon two Indians 
and killed them. ‘The colonel was contented with this victory, and returned to camp. Colonel Hardin was dis- 
pleased because Colonel Trotter did not execute his orders, and requested the General to give him the command of 
the party; it was granted; and, accordingly, Hardin marched next morning; but, he believed he had not two thirds 
of his number when two miles from camp: for, to his certain knowledge, many of the militia left him on the march, 
and returned to their companies. Whether he knew it or not, he could not tell; but that he proceeded on with a 
determination to trace some fresh signs of the enemy. He believed the plan was merely to gain some knowledge 
of the savages. He at length came upon a party not exceeding one hundred, but was worsted, owing entirely, as 
he was informed, to the scandalous behavior of the militia, many of whom never fired a shot, but ran off at the first 
noise of the Indians, and left the few regulars to be sacrificed; some of them never halted until they crossed the 
Ohio. The army, in the mean time, was employed burning and destroying the houses and corn, shifting their po- 
sition from one town to another; that, on the 2Ist of October, the army having burned five villages, besides the capi- 
tal town, and consumed or destroyed near twenty thousand bushels of corn in ears, took up the line of march on 
the route back to Fort Washington, and encamped about eight miles from the ruins: that, about nine o’clock, P. M. 
the General ordered out four hundred choice men, militia and regulars, under the command of Major Wylilys, to 
return to the towns, intending to surprise any parties that might be assembled there, supposing that the Indians 
would collect to see how things were left. "The General had felt the enemy, knew their strength, and calculated 
much upon the success of this enterprise; that it was the general opinion the force of the savages was nothing equal 
to this detachment, and unless by some such means, there was no possibility of getting any advantage of them; how- 
ever, the best laid plan was in some measure defeated by the disobedience of the militia, who ran in pursuit of 
small parties, and left Major Wyllys unsupported. ‘The consequence was, that the Major, with most part of the 
regulars, were killed; and our loss was equal, if not greater, than the savages; that the intention of this detachment 
was evident to all the army, and would have answered the fullest expectations, provided a due obedience had been 
observed on the part of the militia—to provide against disobedience of orders was what, he believed, no one would 
think of, and had it not been the case, the Major, in his opinion, might have returned crowned with laurels. That 
the main body waited for the return of this detachment, but, to their mortification, about-eleven o’clock, A. M. of 
the 22d, a fellow who ran back from the field, gave them information of Major Wyllys’ misfortune. General Har- 
mar immediately despatched Major Ray, with his battalion, to the assistance of the parties, but the Major did not 
get the length, before he met Colonel Hardin returning to camp with his wounded. He was led to believe that about 
this time, the General lost the confidence he had in the militia; those of them among the dead, were of the best men; 
that the effective strength was very much reduced by sickness and otherwise; the regular troops did not furnish 
more than two hundred; they were, in his opinion, very insufficient, and he was also clearly of opinion that, had 
the enemy made an attack upon their camp that evening, or the morning following, the militia were so panic struck, 
that very few of them would have stood; the consequences that would have happened, stared every person with hor- 
ror; the sick and wounded, and all the stores, artillery, &c. would have fallen a prey to the savages. ‘That this 
was also the opinion of several of the principal officers, who advised General Harmar ef the danger of attempting to 
return to the towns, from the time it would take up, and the probability that the delay would give the savages time 
to collect from distant quarters. He observed that the 22d October was employed in fixing biers for the wounded, 
and in making repairs. He also observed that the frost had destroyed the food early on their march out, and that 
the horses of the army were now become very much reduced, so much so, that it was utterly impossible for the main 
body to perform any thing rapidly, and to get back upon the road which they had so lately passed, was attended 
with difficulty; he said that the greatest attention was paid, the little army was kept compact, and vigilance was 
the word from all who had any reputation to lose. ‘That the militia, on their return, bagan to be refractory, showing 
great signs ofa revolt, discharging their pieces in open defiance of the general orders; some of them, however, were 
detected and punished, which gave umbrage, and was afterwards the cause of many illnatured reports, spread with- 
out any foundation, to injure the General’s reputation. He further observed that the army returned, by slow march- 
es, back to fort Washington; that General Harmar’s conduct during the campaign was observed to be sober, steady, 
and attentive to the service, and as his duty required him to be frequently near the General, should certainly have 
discovered it, had he been at any time intoxicated, as has been reported. Every evening, as duly as the army halt- 
ed, the General made his remarks for that day, and issued orders for the movement and arrangements for the next: 
and every morning he was found among the first prepared for the field. 
The court adjourned to to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 


Sepremser 10th, 9 o’clock, A. M. The court met, agreeably to adjournment, and again adjourned to Septem- 
ber 19th, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 
SerTeMBER 19th, three o’clock p. m. 


The court having met again, adjourned to to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 


' SEPreMBER 20th. 
The court having met, according to adjournment, = 


Major Zeigler, being sworn, deposed: That some time had elapsed before the different corps and battalions could 
be organized, on account of rank—the militia officers disputing for the command; and, after a good deal of exertion 
by General Harmar, they commenced their march on the 30th September, 1790, the militia, under Colonel Har- 
din, having been sent on a few days before; and, on the 3d October, they joined the militia, and took up their line of 
march, and encamped as mentioned in the General’s orders. He observed that the orders of march and encamp- 
ment, motions, &c. &c. were such as would have done honor to the first officers either in America or Europe. All 
necessary precautions were observed, to gain the point General Harmar set out for.’ On the 14th of October he was 
ordered to advance with Colonel Hardin, commanding fifty rank and file of the federal troops, being part of six hun- 
dred men; at ten o’clock they took up their march, and, before they left the ground, the rest of the army was or- 
dered to parade and follow them, which he remembered to have seen the army from an eminence, as he inclined to- 
wards the left with the column to which he was attached. The fifteenth, about three o’clock, P. M. they arrived at 
the Miami villages, and, at the same time, Colonel Hardin sent an express to General Harmar, to inform him that 
the villages were evacuated. It was his opinion that the motives for this manceuvre was in consequence of a Shawa- 
nese which they took a few days before, and who acquainted the General that the Indians were ready to move away. 
The army arrived the seventeenth, in the forenoon; and that day, as well as the rest, they were all busy in destroy- 
ing the Indian corn, &c. &c. He further observed, that, on the eighteenth, Colonel ‘Trotter was detached with three 
hundred men of militia, including thirty federal troops, but that the Colonel returned the same day without bringing 
any information, and that, on the morning following, Colonel Hardin took command of the same party and advanc- 
ed, to procure some knowledge of the enemy, and on his discovering the enemy, those which were in the rear would 
not come up and support those engaged in front, and very few of those in front ~~ y but ran, and the militia fled 
in a shameful manner, and the few federal troops, not supported, fell a sacrifice; the jor said, that a sergeant of 
militia, behaving very improper at that time, could not be brought to trial, on account of a brother of his peing a cap- 
tain, and who made parties that would have been attended with bad consequences, should he be punished, as his bro- 
ther declared he would raise some men, and bid defiance. ‘That, on the 2ist of October, 1790, after they had de- 
stroyed a great quantity of corn and five or six villages, they took up their line of march towards Fort Washington, 
and at night Major Wyllys was detached with four hundred choice men, in Te to surprise a body that mint be 
at the ruins—this party was supposed to be sufficiently strong forany number of the enemy embodied. Major Wyl- 
lys marched in three columns, with intention to join with the right and left columns at the Miami village, but that 
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the column under the command of Major M’Mullen fell in with a small party of Indians; they followed them, and 
disobeyed the orders of Major Wyllys, in pursuing them, and leaving the others unsupported, and so was the left 
wing, which would not have beenif they had joined them, as he supposed it to be sufficiently strong for that party. 
He also remembered very well being on picket, or commanding one of the wings as Captain aw Carrée, when the first 
men arrived with the intelligence that their party had gained ground, and, at that very instant, General Harmar order- 
ed Major Ray with his battalion to the assistance of those engaged, lest that information should not prove true, but 
he went but two miles or two anda half, then meeting the scattered detachment, returned, to the great surprise of Ge- 
neral Harmar; that the success of the detachment was defeated in a great measure by the militia running a-head,’and 
leaving Major Wyllys unsupported. The army remained this day in dressing and fixing the wounded—the militia 
behaving so bad in several instances, destroyed every confidence the General had in them, otherwise he would have 
returned with the army; but as things were situated, it would have been running too great a hazard. The army re- 
turned back to Fort Washington; nothing appeared wanting on the part of the General; every attention was paid to 
the army to guard against surprise. ‘The Major observed that there had been very injurious reports spread about 
General Harmar, but, if he was to be credited, he knew of nothing that could be alleged against him, or could that 
possibly injure his reputation in any respect—the good of the service appeared to be his constant study. 

Question by the Court. I think, sir, you said, that,,on the fifteenth, at three o’clock, P. M. you arrived at the 
Miami village. What did you do after your arrival there—were the militia in good order? 

Answer. When we arrived we were very much fatigued; having marched twenty-eight miles that day, I direct- 
ed that my own men should not go thirty yards from camp. The militia, like a rabble, strolled into the neighboring 
villages, in parties of thirty or forty, after plunder—such was the situation that one hundred and fifty warriors might 
have beat us off the ground. 

Question by the Court. Did you see any desire in the militia to return to the ground where Major Wyllys was 
defeated, or do you suppose they would have gone had they been ordered to go? 

Answer. I suppose they would not have gone—they appeared to be panic struck. 

Saies by the Court. Are you of opinion that the personal conduct of the General was regular, steady, and 
tended to the good of the service? 

Answer. Undoubtedly so, and very much to the credit of the General. 

Question by the Court. From your long knowledge of service, do you think that, from the complexion of the 
troops Genunl Harmar had to organize, that the formation of the army was judicious? 

Answer. I think it was. 

Question. Do you think that the order of march, and encampment, was calculated to secure every part of the 


ay | and its appendages? 
n 


r 


swer. Yes, very much so. ; 

Question by the Court. From your experience, do you think that the order of battle directed by General Har- 
mar was judicious? 

Answer. Yes, perfectly so. 

Captain Doyle, being sworn, deposed: That, previous to the campaign going out last fall, every day was employ- 
ed in the most industrious manner; on the avin of the Kentucky militia, they were all much disappointed, that, 
instead of seeing complete riflemen, many were armed with old muskets, much out of repair; the General immedi- 
ately ordered them repaired with all expedition. He referred the court, as to the line of march, to the General’s 
orderly book, and informed the court, that the persona’ conduct of the General, through the campaign, was uniform 
and steady, and that, had the General’s orders been strictly obeyed, he was confident he must have come home with 
honor. As to what influenced the General to make detachments he could not say; he was in the detachment of 
the 14th October, and that the behaviour of the militia in that detachment was very disgraceful; they ran from town 
to town in pursuit of plunder, contrary to orders, and, on the arrival of General heuer at the town, two-thirds of 
them dispersed in the same manner. The General ordered cannon to be fired, merely to collect them, and he at the 
same time harangued the officers, informing them of the ill consequences of such conduct. That the General’s not 
returning to the village, after the ill-success of the last detachment, he believed, was owing to his not having confi- 
dence in his army. At that time there was afgreat rumor in camp; the general voice was for returning; their horses 
were much worn down; and the militia showed great signs of revolt. ‘The reports that the militia circulated after 
their return home, and which was much to the prejudice of General Harmar, was, he believed, owing to the General’s 
having a few of them punished for disobedience of orders; he thought it certain that they had no grounds for their ill; 
natured reports, and that General Harmar would have been justifiable in arresting one or twoof the most popular field 
officers, and sending them home with disgrace—but a thing of that kind he observed would have broke up the army. 
He knew of no part of the General’s conduct, during the whole of the campaign, that could be censured, without 
it was showing too much lenity to the militia, and thanking them for their conduct, when they merited punishment. 

Question by the Court. Do you think that the sending the detachment under Major Wyllys tended eventually 


to the preservation of the army? ‘ 
Answer. I think the Indians would have harassed us very much, on our return, if that detachment had not 


been made. s 
Question by General Harmar. Did the enemy annoy the army at all after that detachment was made? 
Answer. No, they did not. ; ; 
Question by General Harmar. Did we see any Indians afterwards? 


Answer. We did not. " ; ; 
Lietenant Sedam, being sworn, deposed: ‘That he had the honor of serving under General Harmar, last fall, on 


a campaign against the Indians of the Maumee village, and that he saw nothing in his conduct but what he thought 
was very aes that, relative to the organization of the army, he was but little acquainted, and therefore referred the 
court to the General’s orderly book; that he was entirely unacquainted with General Harmar’s motives for sending 
out the different detachments, and if those detachments were not properly my patna it did not appear to him to 
be the fault of the General, for the militia were a poor set, and behaved very ill upon all occasions; that after the 
first action, he heard Major Paul of the Pennsylvania militia say; he hoped General Harmar would not put any 
confidence in them, for he was sure they would not fight. ae 

Question by General Harmar. When I was upon the return at Chillicothe, I ordered one of the militia to be 
whipped; I was informed that Colonel Trotter and Major M’Mullen said I had no right to punish them; did you 


hear me reprimand them for that conduct? ; ; 
Answer. After the man was punished, I heard you say to Colonel Trotter and Major M’Mullen, that you would 


send them both home with disgrace, for their bad conduct. me 

Ensign Armstrong, being sworn, deposed as follows: That the militia being ordered into battalions and organiz- 
ed, in which he knew the General met with great difficulty; that the order of march and encampment could be better 
ascertained by a reference to the orderly book, than any thing he could add on the subject; that the conduct of the 
militia, in every instance, seemed calculated to obstruct every measure adopted by General Harmar; that the con- 
duct of the General, in every particular, was perfectly consistent and uniform, and every step taken by him appear- 
ed to be the dictates of prudence and sobriety; that what induced the General to send out the detachments was 
wholly unknown to him, and, therefore, unanswerable by him. 

Captain Armstrong, being sworn, deposed: That on report being made to General Harmar, by Major M’Mullen 
and others, that the tracks of women and children had been seen on the route leading towards the Kickapoo towns 
a Northwest course, and supposing the enemy had left their families and baggage not far distant from camp, Genera 
Harmar, on the morning of October 18th, detached Colonel ‘Trotter, Colone Hall, Major Ray, and Major M’Mul- 
len, with thirty federal troops, the mounted infantry, part of the cavalry, and a detachment of militia, amounting in 
the whole to 300 men. After they had proceeded about one mile, the cavalry gave chace to an Indian, who was 
mounted; him they overtook and killed; before they returned to the column, a second one appeared, on which the 
four field officers left their commands, and pursued, leaving the troops near half an hour without any directions 
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whatever. The cavalry came across the second Indian, and after wounding one of their party, killed him also. 
When the infantry came up to this place, they immediately fell into confusion, which he gained permission to leave 
them some distance on the road, where he formed an ambuscade. After he had been some time at his station, a 
fellow on horseback came to him, who had lost the party in pursuit of the first Indian; he was much frightened, and 
said he had been pursued by fifty mounted Indians. ‘That on his telling this story to Colonel Trotter, notwithstanding 
his observations to him, he changed his route, marched in various directions until night, when he returned to camp. 
That on their arrival in camp, General Harmar sent for him; and after answering him many questions, ordered one 
subaltern and twenty militia to join his command. With those he crossed the river St. Joseph about ten at night, 
and with a guide proceeded to an Indian town, about two miles distant, where he continued with his party until the 
morning of the 19th. His party fired upon an Indian and retook from him two horses. About nine o’clock he joined 
the remainder of the detachenatt under Colonel Hardin. They marched on the route Colonel Trotter had pursued 
the day before, and after passing a morass about five miles distant, they came to where the enemy had encamped 
the day befure. Here they made a short halt, and the commanding officer disposed of the parties at a distance from 
each other; after a halt of half an hour, they were ordered to move on, and Captain Faulkner’s company was left on 
the ground; the Colonel having neglected giving him orders to move on. After they had proceeded about three 
miles, they fell in with two Indians on foot, who threw off their packs, and the brush being thick, made their escape. 
He then asked Colonel Hardin where Captain Faulkner was? He said he was lost, and then sent Major Fontaine 
with part of the cavalry in search of him, and moved on with the remainder of the troops. That some time alter, he 
informed Colonel Hardin a gun had fired in their front, which might be considered as an alarm gun, and that he saw 
where a horse had come down the road, and returned again; but the Colonel still moved on, giving no orders, nor 
making any avrangements for an attack. ‘That some time after, he discovered the enemy’s fires at a distance, and 
informed the Colonel, who replied, that they would not fight, and rode in front of the advance, until fired on frem 
behind the fires; when he, the Colonel, retreated, and with him all the militia except nine, who continued with him, 
and were instantly killed, with twenty-four of the federal troops; that seeing his last man fall, and being surrounded 
by the savages, he threw himself into a thicket, and remained there three hours in day-light; during that time he had an 
opportunity of seeing the enemy pass and re-pass, and conceived their numbersdid not amouit to one hundred men; 
that some were mounted, others armed with rifles, and the advance with tomahawks only; he was of opinion that 
had Colonel Trotter proceeded, on the 18th, agreeably to his orders, having killed the enemy’s sentinels, they would 
have surprised their camp and with ease defeated them—or had Colonel Hardin arranged his troops, or made any 
military disposition, on the 19th, that they would have gained a victory. Their defeat he therefore ascribed to 
two causes; the un-officerlike conduct of Colonel Hardin, (who he believed was a brave man) and the cowardly 
behavior of the militia; many of them threw down their arms loaded, and he believed that none, except the party 
under his command, fired a gun. What he saw of the conduct of the militia on that day, and what he felt by being 
under the command of a man who wanted military talents, has caused him to determine, that he would not willingly 
fight with the one, or be commanded by the other. That he referred the court to the orderly book, which pointed 
out the line of march, encampment, and battle. 

Question by the Court. Are you clearly of opinion that, if the militia had done their duty, they were fully 
competent to have defeated the Indians? 


Answer. I think they were fully so. ; : : 
Question by the Court. According to your ideas, as an officer of experience, was the formation and arrange- 


ment of the different corps of the army by General Harmar, at the commencement of the expedition, judicious? , 
Answer. I think they were. 
Question by the Court. Did the line of march appear to you to be a judicious one, calculated for the protection 
of the army in all its parts? 
Answer. [I think so. ; 
, by the Court. Do you think the mode of encampment was calculated both for defence and protec- 
on 
Answer. As much so as any one that could possibly be adopted. 
Question by the Court. What was your opinion of the General’s order of battle? 
Answer. I think it was a judicious one. 
Question by the Court. Do you think that the making the detachment of the 21st was in its consequences useful 
to the return of the army? 
Answer. I can judge from circumstances only; that we were not harassed by the enemy afterwards. — 
w a by the Court. Do you know if any detachment was made for the purpose of supporting Major 
yllysi 
Answer. As soon as information of the Major’s misfortune arrived in camp, the General ordered all the troops 
under arms, but whether any detachment was made from them or not, I don’t know. , 
Question by the Conrt. Do you suppose that if General Harmar had ordered the army back, the militia would 


have gone? 
Answer. I am of opinion that, if a serious attack had been made, in fifteen minutes the militia would have 


deserted us, and left the federal troops and artillery to be sacrificed. 

Question by General Harmar. Do you recollect the proceedings of the militia at Chillicothe, on our return? 

Answer. I recollect your saying to Colonel Trotter and Major M‘Mullen, that you would post them, in their 
country, for their un-soldier-like conduct, and that they ought to be hanged. 

Ensign Shamburgh being sworn, deposed: ‘That the organization of the army under General Harmar was, as far 
as he was capable of judging in military,affairs, exceedingly well; that the march, encampment, and order of battle, 
were also, in his opinion, very well planned; that he was not capable of judging of the motives which influenced the 
detachments of the 14th, 19th, and 21st October, but it was his opinion, at that time, that the General was apprehen- 
sive, that, as the savages had been successful in the preceding engagements, they would harass his army on his 
return; in consequence thereof he ordered the party commanded by Major Wyllys in order to check them, which 
he believed had its effect; he recollected that the different detachments sent out were numerous, and he believed 
sufficient to fight such number of Indians as were then together, if the commanding officers thereof had taken more 
precaution. He had been told at the time, that Major Ray was ordered to support Major Wyllys, but he could not 
determine whether that officer had obeyed his orders. He observed that the loss of so many pack-horses was 
owing to the neglect of horse-masters; notwithstanding the repeated orders of the General on that head, it appeared 
to him as if they were parties concerned, and glad to lose their horses, because they had a very great appraisement 
for the same. He observed that he did duty in the ordnance department at that time, and had fifty pack-horses under 
his direction, which gave him an opportunity to know the negligence and incapacity of both horse-masters and drivers. 

Question by General Harmar. Do you think after the last detachment was made under Major Wyllys, and 
the remains of his party returned to camp, that the militia would have gone back if they had been ordered? 


Answer. I think not. on ' 
Question by the Court. Was the appearance of the militia, after the action of the 21st, orderly or disorderly? 


Answer. Very disorderly. 
 aceaae by the Court. Was there any particular cause ascribed that you heard of for their disorderly con- 
uc 


t 
Answer. Not that I know of; the militia, both officers and men, seemed determined to go home, and said frequent- 


ly, that ten federal regiments should not keep them. oe 
Question by the Court. Did you observe whether the militia were as well treated as the federal troops? 


Answer. Perfectly the same. . ; 
Ensign Gaines (who was captain of horse in General Harmar’s expedition) being sworn, deposed: That, on the 
expedition, he was almost every evening at General Harmar’s tent until the 24th October, when he was detached for- 
wards to Fort Washington, and that, during the whule time, he did not see General Harmar in the least intoxicated 
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with liquor, but that on the contrary the General conducted the army in a manner which in his estimation did him 

reat honor. He further observed, that he had served on a number of expeditions against the savages, undertaken 

y the militia of Kentucky, and that he never saw in any of them, the like good order and military arrangement 
which accompanied General Harmar’s expedition; he also observed that the people in Kentucky never alleged 
any charge against General Harmar, until Colonel John Hardin had acquitted Hieseelé, before a board of inquiry, 
of several charges exhibited against him, respecting his conduct on that expedition; that the populace finding 
nothing they could 7 to the prejudice of the Celonel would be believed, levelled their malice at General Harmar. 
He did not conceive that any thing would have been said against the General in that country, ifa Baptist preacher’s 
son, who resides there, had not been whipped in the army for disobedience of orders. 

Question by the Court. I think you say you have been in several expeditions against the Indians—did the militia 
who were with General Harmar conduct better, or worse, than those in other expeditions? 

Answer. Much better, Sir. 

Question by the Court. Was you in the action of the 19th? 

Answer. hk vs o ; ite , 

uestion by the Court. Is it your opinion that if the militia had been properly arranged in that action 
- have fought, that they wound have _ sufficient to have defeated the Inc iene? . a 

Answer. Yes: for it appeared to me that the Indians were surprised—that if Colonel Trotter on the preceding 
day had not returned, he most certainly must have been in their camp, and completely defeated them: for I had taken 
two of their spies the day before, which appeared to be the only two they had out. 

Question by the Court. Do you think that if General Harmar had ordered the army back, after the action of the 
2ist, that the militia would have gone? 

Answer. They would not have gone willingly. I think in that case there would have been danger of mutiny. 
When the militia of Major Wyllys’ detachment were ordered to march, they appeared to be unwilling to go, and 
some were so much so, as to cry. 

Question by the Court. Is it your opinion that the movement of the detachment under Major Wyllys, had a 
good effect In securing the army from being attacked and harassed on its return? 

Answer. I think it had a very good effect. 

Question by the Court. Did the Indians ever attack you afterwards? 

Answer. Not while I continued with the army. 

Captain Asheton being sworn, deposed: That the organization of General Harmar’s army was a source of trouble 
and difficulty, arising from disputes among the militia officers for precedency; but when effected, was, in all its 
parts, systematical; that the organization of the army, the order of march, encampment, and battle, when dul 
considered, cannot fail to raise the General in the estimation of every military man; that it had been basely reported, 
that the General was in a state of intoxication nearly the whole of the campaign. This, he asserted to be a mali- 
cious falsehood; and he averred, that his personal conduct, during that time, will ever do him honor. He said, the 
motives which influenced the detachments of the 14th, 19th, and 21st of October, could only be accounted for by 
the General himself; but he supposed, that the detachment under Col. Hardin, was sent in consequence of informa- 
tion gained from a prisoner taken on the morning of the 13th, and from a Frenchman employed as a guide, who re- 
ported, that it was something more than half_a day’s ride from a place called the French Store (at which place the 
army encamped the night of the 13th) to the Maumee villages. ‘This detachment was supported by the whole army, 
and moved off the ground at the same time, with as much rapidity as possible, and oe at the vilege on the 7th. 
where the army encamped. On the morning of the 18th, I mounted guard in front of the encampment. In the 
course of that day, I was informed that a detachment of 300 men was ordered out under Colonel Trotter, with three 
days’ provision, with orders to scour the country; but they returned the same evening to camp, without effecting any 
thing. Colonel Hardin, disgusted at the conduct of Colonel Trotter, and anxious to retrieve the lost honor of his 
countrymen, solicited the same command, which was granted. He marched on the morning of the 19th, while he 
was yet on guard, and was defeated the same day by the Indians. He could not say what influenced the General 
to send out a detachment on the 21st; but he observed that the Indians were flushed with success in the action of the 
19th. That it had become necessary to give them a sudden check, in order to prevent the army from being harassed 
on its return; and that, if this was the General’s intention, he was fully persuaded it had its desired effect. On the 
2ist, the army marched eight miles from the Maumee villages on its return. Late that night, a corps of 340 militia, 
and sixty of the federal troops, under the command of Major Wyllys, were detached, that they might gain the vi- 
cinity of the Maumee villages before the morning, and surprise any Indians who might be found there. The de- 
tachment marched in three columns, the federal troops in the centre, at the head of which he was posted, with 
Major Wyllys and Colonel Hardin in his front—the militia formed the columns to the right and left. From several 
delays, occasioned by the militia’s halting, they did not reach the banks of the Omee till some time after sun-rise. 
The spies then discovered the enemy, and reported to Major Wyllys, who halted the federal troops, and moved 
the militia on some distance in front, where he gave his orders and plan of attack to the several commanding officers 
ef corps. ‘Those orders were not communicated tohim. ‘That Major Wyllys reserved the command of the federal 
troops to himself. Major Hall, with his battalion, was directed to take a circuitous route round the bend of the 
Omee river, cross the Pickaway Fort, (or St. Mary’s) which brought him directly in the rear of the enemy, and 
there wait until the attack should commence with Major M‘Maullen’s battalion, Major Fontaine’s cavalry, and 
Major Wyllys with the federal troops, who all crossed the Omee at, and near, the common {fording place. 
After the attack commenced, the troops were by no means to separate, but were to embody, or the battalions to sup- 

rt each other, as circumstances required. From this disposition it appeared evident, that it was the intention of 

ajor Wyllys to surround the enemy, and that, if Colonel Hall, who had gained his ground undiscovered, had not 
wantonly disobeyed his orders, by firing on a single Indian, the surprise must have been complete. The Indians 
then fled with precipitation, the battalions of militia pursuing in different directions. Major Fontaine made a charge 
upon a small party of savages—he fell the first fire, and hiv troops dispersed. ‘The federal troops, who were then 
left unsupported, became an easy sacrifice to much the la: zest party of Indians that had been seen that day. It was 
his opinion that the misfortunes of that day were owing to the separation of troops, and disobedience of orders. 
After the federal troops were defeated, and the firing in all quarters nearly ceased, Colonel Hall and Major 
M’Mullen, with their battalions, met in the town, and, after discharging, cleaning, and fresh loading their arms, 
which took up about half an hour, proceeded to join the army unmolested. He was convinced that the detachment, 
if it had been kept embodied, was sufficient to have answered the fullest expectations of the General, and needed 
no support; but that he was informed a battalion under Major Ray was ordered out for that purpose. 

Question by the Court. Is it your opinion, that,.if the General had ordered the army back, the militia would 
have goner 

ph mes I do not think they would. 

Lieutenant Kersey being sworn, deposed: ‘That when the militia arrived at Fort Washington, they were formed 
into battalions, and properly organized. He knew that General Harmar had a great deal of difficulty to get them 
arranged: their arms and accoutrements were in very bad order. He wished to refer the court to the General’s 
orderly book for infirmation relative to the order of march. In his opinion, General Harmar’s conduct was uni- 
form, steady, and sober, during the whole expedition. He was also of opinion, that the detachment of the 14th 
was in consequence of information received from a prisoner, taken the morning before; which was, that the enemy 
were running away; and the detachment of the 19th, was to gain some knowledge of them; and the detachment of 
the 2ist, was to surprise and take advantage of them; which, in his opinion, would have happened, had the militia 
attended to the directions and plan laid down fer that enterprise. e observed, that the reduced state of the pack 
horses, notwithstanding every attention was paid to secure and keep them in good condition, rendered it impossible 
for the army to take any advantage of the enemy. ‘The militia had proved that they were not to be depended upon; 
their dastardly behavior, in three instances, destroyed every confidence the General hadinthem. He therefore de- 
termined to return, and not to hazard another engagement unless the enemy came in reach of the main body. That 
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tne army took up the march to return to Fort Washing 
them together until they arrived there. ; 

Question by the Court. From your knowledge of service, is it your opinion that the organization of the army 
was judicious? ; 
I think it was. : 
Question by the Court. Do you think that all the movements of the army were so connected, as to be able to 


Answer. 


sustain each other in case of attack by the enemy? 


Answer. 


Answer. 


Answer. 


Question by the Court. 


I think they were. 
Question by the Court. 
open and decisive throughout? 

k it was. 

Question by the Court. 
Maumee towns? ; ; 
It was more — than it was on the return; but it was very irregular. 
0 you suppose it was necessary to make the detachment of the 2ist, in order to pre- 


vent the Indians harassing the army on its return? 


Answer. 


I think it was, and for that purpose. 
Question by the Court, If the General had ordered the army to return to the towns, after Major Wyllys’s 


misfortune, would the militia have gone? 


Answer. 


Answer. 


I think they ,would not; they would have mutinied. 
Question by the Court. 


Was the army harassed by the Indians after the 21st, onits return? 


ot to my knowledge; I believe there was not one seen. 


The court adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


aily orders, would spea 


der of march was in three columns, covered with front, rear, and flank guards, which order was 


ed themselves atthe time from a concurrence of circumstances. The detachment of the 14 


ate for giving any assistance. 


of returning with the army. 


army, the baggage, and stores, were due only to the making that detachment. 


Question by the Court. On the arrival of the troops in camp, who were defeated on the 21st, do you think, from 
the state of mind the militia were in, thatif the General had ordered the army back the militia would have gone? 
do not know whether they would or not, but if they had gone, and not having any place to retreat to, 
Iam of opinion they would have fled as soon as they were attacked, and have left the federal troops to be sacrificed. 


Answer. 


The court then adjourned to to-morrow morning nine o’clock. 


cellency General St. Clair: 


Sir: 


I am directed by the court of inquiry, now sitting in this place, to inform pe Excellency 
have gone through the examination of all the witnesses that have been adduced, an 
were referred to in your Excellency’s letter to the 


Forr Wasnincton, September 22, 1791. 


which the court beg to be informed. 


L have the honor to be, with che most perfect respect, your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINSLOW WARREN, Recorder to the Court. 


To his Excellency General Sr. Cratr. 


Te which letter his Excellency General St. Clair sent the following answer: 


Sir: 


fore them, and 


Fort Wasuineton, September 22, 1791. 


You will please to inform the court that I know of no evidences here, other than those that have been be- 
at it is not probable those from Kentucky will come forward; I therefore see no reason why the 


proceedings should not be closed. 


I am, sir, your very humble servant, 


AR. ST. CLAIR. 


Mr. Warren, Recorder to the Court of Inquiry. 
m 








ton, and it was with great difficulty that the General kept 


Do you think, that, through the course of the campaign, the General’s conduct was 


Was the conduct of the militia tolerably regular, on their adyance towards the 


SEPTEMBER 21. 
The court met, according to adjournment. Major Heart was sworn, and apomss That General Harmar’s con- 
duct on his expedition in October, 1790, was at all times steady, calm, and deli 
the arrangements and applications made to him, and to the informations given, as far as came under his observation 
that he was often at his quartérs and marched in front of the ri 
him; that the organization of the army being published in the 
heard an individual find fault with it, during the campaign, or point out any defects, except in the commissa 
pack-horse departments, and in those the execution, and not the arrangements, were found fault with; that the or- 
i ore generally preserv- 
ed, and as well executed as could be expected with a body composed mostly of militia, and embarrassed with 
pack-horses; that the encampment was in a square, with the baggage, horses, cattle and stores in centre—guards 
were posted in such manner as to form a line of sentries round the whole, field officers appointed to dispose those’ 
guards, and to see duty well done, and they were so disposed as to prevent surprise, and had the horse de 
followed orders, would have secured thehorses. As they had not occasion to form the line of battle, he coul 
termine how it would have been executed, but it was simple, easy to be understood, and universally approved. 
With respect to making the detachments, he had never been in council, and could onl sonar such motives as offer- 
t , » he presumed, at that 
time, was made in consequence of information obtained from a prisoner, that the Indians were confused and dis- 
tracted in their counsels, and was designed to surprise them, prevent their concerting measures to unite, and attack 
them, and not give them time to secure their provisions and property, and that the desired effect was answered, so 
far as to prevent their securing so much as they would otherwise have done. ‘The whole army was put in motion the 
moment the detachment moved off, and followed with as much rapidity as artillery and stores would admit of, to 
support the detachment; that the detachment of the 19th was made in consequence of repeated information of having 
discovered a trail of men, women, and children, and on the fullest assurance, as he was then informed, that the de- 
tachment was adequate for attacking the party they were in quest of a corps de reserve was ordered, but never.came 
up. [t was dark before information was brought to the General that the party were defeated, and a support could not 
be sent that night; a detachment was ordered to march next morning, but for what purpose, he could nof say. The- 
detachment of the 21st, he had every reason to believe, was made on the general system, viz: to find the enemy, and 
give them a check, to prevent their attacking and harassing the army on the retreat, and on that principle the de- 
taching was inevitable; he did not know that any support was ordered; he was on the left, but he knew that the 
greater part of the detachment came in very soon after the intelligence of the defeat was brought, and it was too 
ate for givi He did not expect that the General would make a detachment to support them, after 
the repeated proofs that the militia would not stand, and he presumed the situation of the horses would not admit 
He supposed the detachment calculated to cover itself, and doubtless would have 
happily succeeded, had the right and left columns obeyed the orders which it is said Major Wyllys had given. He 
knew of no one circumstance in the General’s conduct, during the expedition, which ought to injure his reputation; 
and though the misfortunes of the 21st were to be lamented, yet he believed the salvation of the remainder of the 


rate, and was always attentive to 


ght column, which was generally within fifty yards o 
d ak for itself; he however never 


SEPTEMBER 22, 
The court having met according to adjournment, directed the recorder to write the following letter to his Ex- 


hat the court 
that those from Kentucky, that 
resident of the court, have not appeared; the court are now 


ready to close their proceedings, unless your Excellency has information of any further evidence being ready, of 
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Soon after the following letter was received: 
SEPTEMBER 22, 1791. 


Sir: 

Since I wrote to you a moment ago, I have been informed that it is probable more testimony will be offered to 

the court in the course of this day. If the court then have not already closed their proceedings, [ wish they would 

be pleased to defer it until to-morrow morning, of which you will please to inform them. 
I am, sir, your humble servant, 

AR. ST. CLAIR. 


Mr. WarREN. 


To which the following answer was returned: 


Sir: 
I am directed, by the president of the court of inquiry, to inform your Excellency, that, in consequence of 
the last letter with which you was pleased to honor them, they have adjourned, to meet to-morrow, 9 o’clock A. M. 


[ have the honor to be, your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINSLOW WARREN. 


Fort Wasuincton, Sepiember 22, 1791. 


His Excellency General St. Crair. 


The court then adjourned to September 23d, 9 o’clock, A. M. 
SEPTEMBER 23d. 
The court met, according to adjournment, and no further evidences appearing, came to a resolution to close 
their proceedings. 
The court having deliberately considered the evidence before them, separately and aggregately, are unanimous 


in the following opinion: . ‘ 

First, ‘That the personal conduct of the said Erigadier General Harmar was irreproachable. 

Second, That the organization of the army was calculated to support harmony, and give mutual. confidence to 
the several parts. 

Third, That the order of march (a copy of which is annexed to these proceedings) was perfectly adapted to 
the country through which the army had to pass. 

Fourth, That the order of encampment and battle (plans of which are also subjoined) were judicious, and well 
.calculated to give security to the camp, energy to the troops in case of attack, and simple in its execution. 

Fifth, That there were just reasons for the detachments of the 14th and 19th of October; that the detachment of 
the 21st was made on good principles, and had the designed effect of securing the return of the army, and prevent- 
ing the enemy from harassing their rear. That the General had ordered support for the said detachment in time, 
but that his orders were not properly executed; and that the conduct of the said Brigadier General Josiah Harmar 


merits high approbation. 
: RICHARD BUTLER, Major General, President. 
Attest, Winstow WarkREN, 
Lieutenant, and Adjutant to 2d United States Regiment, Recorder to the Court. 


The depositions No. 1, 2, 3, 4, have been handed in and read to the court; they have thought proper to subjoin 
them to their proceedings, for your Excellency’s information. 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 


Camp about thirty-one miles from Fort Washington, on the 
Waters of the Little Miami, October 3, 1790. 


As the army is now assembled, the following line of march is to be observed, viz: 


FLANK. 
Colonel Truby and Major Paul, Pennsylvania Militia. 


SReeeenaenne 





ORDER OF MARCH. 
Spies and Guides. 


— 


Advance Company. 
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| | 
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Pioneers. 
Cavalry. ° ! | * Cavalry. 
McMullen’s Battalion of Kentucky Mititia. 
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FEDERAL TROOPS. 
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THE FOLLOWING IS THE ORDER OF ENCAMPMENT. 


Front Guard, 


of 30 Militia. 


Right Flank, 
24 Regulars. 


“Major Douglity’s 
Battalion Federal ‘Troops. 


Right Flank. 


“30 Militia. 


oars 
Battalion Militia. 
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Military Stores. 
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Major Hall’s Battalion of Militia. 


Reur Guard, 


of 30 Militia. 
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THE FOLLOWING IS THE ORDER OF BATTLE. 



































































































































In case of an Attack in Front. 
Truby & Paul. Major Wyllys. | Major M’Mullen. Major Doughty. Major 
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No. 1. 


Territory of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio. 


Caleb Worley, of the county of Fayeite, in the district of Kentucky, lieutenant in Colonel Paterson’s batta- 
lion of Kentucky militia, maketh oath and saith: That this deponent served, as lieutenant, in a battalion of Ken- 
tucky militia, commanded by Major. M‘Mullen, on the late expedition undertaken against the savages of the Omee 
towns, and that he, this deponent, had very frequent Ts of seeing and conversing with Brigadier General 
Harmar, who commanded the whole forces soemployed. And this deponent saith, that he never did, to the best of 
his knowledge, see the said General Harmar in a state of intoxication, nor wanting in that duty and attention which 
he owed to the safety and order of the troops under his command. And further saith not. c. WORLEY 


_ Sworn the fifth day of May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, at Cincinnati, in the county of Ham- 
ilton, before me, George Turner, one of the judges in and over the territory aforesaid. 6. TURNER. 


No. 2 


Territory of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio. 


John Thorp, superintendent of artificers, in the army of the United States, now serving at Fort Washington, 
in the county of Hamilton, maketh oath and saith: That he, this deponent, commanded the corps of -“_~ on the 
late expedition against the Omee towns, under the command of Brigadier General Josiah Harmar; that, during the 
whole march of the forces so under the said General Harmar’s command, both advancing and returning, it appear- 
ed to him, this deponent, that the said General conducted himself in a regular and truly military manner; that the 
General’s deportment was, on all occasions, no less regular, becoming, and military, while in camp, than on the 
march, to the best of this deponent’s knowledge and belief; and that, although it was a part of this deponent’s duty 
to attend personally on the General early every morning, and also at the encampment every night, yet he, this depo- 
nent, does not remember that he ever perceived the said General Harmar in a state of intoxication during the whole 
expedition, but, on the contrary, verily believes that the said General Harmar’s conduct, throughout the expe- 
dition, was marked with great sobriety and eminent vigilance. 
JOHN THORP. 


Sworn at Fort Washington, aforesaid, the twenty-seventh day of April, in the year of our Lord‘one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one, before me; one of the judges in and over the territory aforesaid. o. TURNER 


No. 3. 
Territory of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, ss. 


William Wells, of the North Bend, in the county of Hamilton, Esquire, one of the judges of the common 
pleas held in and for the said county, and superintendent of commissary’s stores during the late expedition against 
the Omee savages, being duly sworn, maketh oath, and saith as follows, that is to say: First, this deponent saith, 
that the duties of his late appointment, as superintendent aforesaid, required him to be about the person of the Gene- 
ral commanding the troops on that expedition, every mornirg and night, and that the said commanding General 
(Josiah Harmar, Esquire) uniformly appeared to him, this deponent, in a state of sobriety, competent to the trans- 
action of any business pertaining to his station. And further this deponent,saith not. 

WILLIAM WELLS. 


Sworn at Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton, and territory aforesaid, this nineteenth day of May, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-one, before me, George Turner, Esquire, one of the judges in and over the said 
territory. 


No. 4. 


The affidavit of Colonel John Hardin, taken in consequence of a court of inquiry to be held at Fort Washington, 
a conduct of Brigadier General Harmar, on the expedition against the Maumee towns, in Octo- 
er, 1790. 

This deponent being first sworn, deposeth and saith: That, on his arrival with the Kentucky militia, at the 
mouth of Licking, he commenced an acquaintance with General Harmar; found, from his conversation, that he had 
the good of his country, and the expedition, very much at heart; business was carried on regular, and with as much 
expedition as the nature of the case would admit. About the first of October we proceeded on our march; after the 
line of march was formed, the General issued his orders regularly, and observed, very aye that they were exe- 
cuted. On our march there was an Indian prisoner taken, who gave information that the Indians and French were 
repairing the old fort at the Maumee town, and that the Indians were not likely to get any of the neighboring tribes 
to join them; this prisoner also informed us they did not know that General Harmar had any artillery. After receiv- 
ing this information, the General, and this deponent, consulted upon the matter, and it was agreed to detach six 
hundred men, leaving all their heavy baggage, and march rapidly to the towns, hopin that the enemy would fly to 
their fort, provided the artillery was not discovered, and that six hundred rank and file would be sufficient to 
keep them in their fort until General Harmar arrived with the artillery and balance of the army. Accordingly, when 
the General was informed, by the guides, that ee | were within thirty or thirty-five miles of the towns, there was a 
detachment ordered to make ready, with all possible —-. Those orders were so pleasing to the officers that 
they disputed who should go; and some cast lots, in order to settle the dispute. This deponent being honored with 
the command, left the General with his detachment, and saw him no more until he arrived at the Maumee village, 
which, he thinks, was about three or four days after he left him, during which time he heard no complaints of General 
Harmar. After the General’s arrival at the Maumee village, and the Indians all fled, he expressed a very great desire 
to make his route by the Wea towns on the Wabash; for this purpose there was a council ordered to be held; but, before 
the council met, finding the Indians had stole, the night before, a number of the pack horses, and some of the light- 
horsemen’s horses, there was a stop put to the business, and the thoughts of the route by the Wea towns laid 
aside. ‘There was an old French captive that was taken, informed us that the Indians were scattered in the wouds, 
and were not able by any means to fight us, and that they had not got any assistance from other tribes; this induced 
this deponent to solicit the General for a command of about three or four hundred men, to range the woods for ten 
or twelve miles, which he granted, and ordered the three hundred men to be furnished with three days’ provisions. 
These orders were as pleasing to the officers and soldiers as the former. - Colonel Trotter insisted he had been pro- 
mised a command, and as it appeared this wonld be productive of something very clever, he wished to be indulged 
with the command of the detachment then ordered out; which was granted by the General, this deponent consent- 
ing thereto. Col. Trotter marched on the morning of the 18th of October, equipped for a tour of two or three days, 
in order to hunt up Indian camps. He returned on the evening of the same day, at the time the General and the de- 
— was about came of guards in order to captivate any of the enemy that might come to steal horses. The 

neral appeared much displeased with the conduct of Colonel Trotter, and ordered the same party out again that 
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evening, and for this deponent to go next morning and take charge of them. This deponent, agreeable to the orders 
given, collected what he could of the party next morning, and after proceeding about. ten miles, fell in with a party 
of Indians, who began a very brisk fire on the detachment, who retired without making but very little resistanc 
notwithstanding all exertions to prevent them. ‘This deponent, when he returned to camp, informed the Gene 
what had happened—that it was owing to the a behavior of the militias and insisted on another party’s be- 
ing sent to the battle ground. The General informed this deponent he would let him know in the morning. Ac- 
cordingly, he told hira that he had not completed the object that he was ordered to do, and that, if any thing should 
happen to prevent him, he should be reflected on, as he had been in the possession of the towns so long, and had not 
destroyed them; that he would first give orders for that purpose, and then he would be better able to judge what 
was best to be done. On the morning of the 20th, orders were given for destroying of the towns, which was 
executed accordingly; at this time the men appeared more timid than before. The General told this deponent he 
thought it would not answer a good purpose to by to the battle ground, as the men’s spirits appeared to be very low 
at the hearsay of so many men being killed, and that the sight of the mangled bodies would make them much more 
so, and the Indians, if not able to fight us, would be gone, and that he should give orders to take up the line of march 
to Fort Washington. Accordingly, on the morning of the 21st, we left the towns, and began our march for the 
mouth of Licking, in about eight or nine miles encamped. The night being very clear, and the moon giving light, 
this deponent informed the General, that he thought it would be a good opportunity to steal a march on the Indians, 
as he had reason to believe they returned to the towns as soon as they knew the army had left it. The General did 
not appear fond of sending a party back; but this deponent urged the matter, informing the General, that as he had 
been unfertunate the other day, he wished to have it in his power to pick the militia, and try it again, and at the 
same time endeavored to account for the men’s not fighting, and desired an opportunity to retrieve the credit of the 
mititia. ‘The General appeared not to be of opinion the enemy would return so soon, but told this deponent he 
might take about one hundred men and go back. This deponent replied, he did not wish tv go back with less than 
five or six hundred men; the General answered, that the troops were very much fatigued, and that it would not an- 
swer any valuable purpose to send so many men. ‘This deponent then left the General. In about half an hour he 
was sent for, when the General informed him that he intended to send Major Wyllys back, with all the federal 
troops that could be spared, saying, at the same time, they were the men that would stand to the work, and that he 
wanted about one hundred of our best militia. After some conversation between the General ‘and this depoxent, 
the latter went to Major Wyllys, and told him he did not like his going back with so few men; the Major also 
thinking the number too few, wished this deponent to speak to the General on the subject, which was done. Major 
M'Mallen and Major Hall were then sent for, and the design made known to them; they both appeared well pleas- 
ed with the affair. It was then proposed what number of men: would be sufficient; this deponent recommendin 
from four to six hundred; they both concluded that four hundred men was fully sufficient; the General seeme 
rfectly satisfied that any number of troops that were mene eponate to the purpose should be ordered; accord- 
ingly, four hundred men, consisting of sixty regulars, three hundred foot militia, and forty horsemen, rank and file 
properly officered, were ordered to be ready to march at midnight. ‘This deponent was honored with the comman 
of the militia. The troops marched agreeable to orders, about two o’cluck, and after proceeding to the towns, they 
fell in with a party of Indians; a battle ensued (the result of which is generally known) as they returned, about one 
and a half miles before we got to camp. This deponent sent a horseman forward to inform the General what was 
«lone; and very shortly after he had despatched this horseman, met Major Ray, with about thirty men, who informed 
him there had Come a horseman into camp, and had acquainted the General that the party was nearly all cut off; that 
the General had sent him with what men he could get out of the militia, to meet what escaped of the detach- 
ment; that those with him was all that would turn out. This deponent informed the Major otherwise, and re- 
quested him to wait until Major M‘Mullen, Major Hall, and Major Ormsby, should come up; that they were but a 
small distance behind, and he would go forward to the General. When this deponent arrived at camp, and inform- 
ed the General what was done, he appeared to be well satisfied: he also asked the General if he would not send 
back another party to keep possession of the battle ground; he replied he would not divide his army any more. 
When this deponent insisted on the whole army’s marching back, (no person being present except the General, 
Major Doughty, and this deponent) the General answered—you see the situation of the army; we are now scarcely 
able to move our baggage; it will take up three days to go and return to this 2 we have no more forage for our 
horses; and if the po intend to collect, which he apprehended they would, from their success on the 19th, it 
would give them a great eqpertentty that they had got a ry | good ene and he would keep the army in per- 
fect readiness to receive them, should they think proper to follow; and fina ly concluded, that, under the present 
circumstances, it was best to move forward to fort Washington, and if the Indians did follow, he would make every 
exertion in his power to defeat their intentions. Major Doughty appeared perfectly to agree with the General in 
opinion. The bounds of the camp were made less; the army continued at the same camp until next morning. Or- 
ders were given to march at the usual hour, which was eight o’clock; during this time this deponent never heard any 
person express a desire to go back to the towns, except two soldiers of Major Ray’s party, by the names of Miller 
and Hammond. Next morning, at the hour appointed to march, the General moved with the front of the army, 
and halted at a very small distance, litters not being wre | for all the wounded. This deponent, with the rear guard, 
and many others, did not leave the camp until ten o’clock, when they moved on and _juined the army; the whole 
then proceeded on. towards fort Washington, with as much regularity as was observed in going out, until we came to 
the old Chillicothe, on Little Miami, when a number of the militia, contrary to orders, fired off their guns. This de- 
ponent endeavored to put a stop to such disorderly behavior, and commanded that those offenders that could be 
taken should be punished agreeable to general orders; and having caught a soldier himself in the very act of 
firing his gun, ordered a file of men to take him immediately and oe A him to the six pounder, and for the 
drummer to tie him up and give him six lashes; this deponent was shortly after met by Colonel Trotter and 
Major M’Mullen, and a number of militia soldiers, who in an abrupt manner asked him by what authority he or- 
dered that soldier whipped; he replied, in support of general orders; on which a very warm dispute ensued be- 
tween Colonel Trotter, Major M’Mullen, and this dapenent. The General being informedjof what had happened, 
came forward, and gave Colonel Trotter and Major M’Mullen a very severe reprimand, ordered the federal troops 
to parade, and the drummer to do his duty, swearing he would risk his life in support of his orders: the man 
received the number of lashes ordered, and several that were confined were set at liberty; numbers of the militia 
seemed much pleased with what was done. This intended mutiny being soon quashed, the army proceeded in good 
order to Fort Washington. When the army arrived at the mouth of Licking, the General informed this deponent he 
had determined to arrest some of the militia officers“for their bad conduct, and send them home with disgrace; but 
this deponent opposed his intention, alleging that it would be a disgrace to the whole militias that he would perhaps 
stand in need of their assistance on some future occasion, and it would sour their minds and cause them to turn out 
with reluctance; and that his Serene See generally with honor perhaps would answer a better purpose; the 
General readily indulged the request of this deponent. This deponent further observes, that during the expedition 
he never heard officer nor soldier find fault, or give the most distant hint of being displeased, with the General’s con- 
duct in any respect, nor charge him with cowardice or drunkenness, and expected the General had given general 
satisfaction; and what more confirmed his opinion, was, after their arrival at ,Fort Washington the General invited 
all the field and some other officers to dine with him, amongst whom was Colonel Trotter, Major Doughty, Major 
Hall, and Major M’Mullen; dinner being over, wine was introduced. The General stepping out on some occasion, 
Major Hall proposed drinking his health; it was unanimously agreed to, and with as much cheerfulness as any other 
health that was proposed; this deponent continued at Fort Washington a few ve after, and never heard any per- 
son speak a disrespectful word of General Harmay, or find fault in the least with his conduct whilst on the expedi- 
tion. When this deponent returned home in Kentucky, hearing such reports respecting the expettien, was much 
amazed, but concluded it arose from a want of knowledge and proper information, or from prejudice. This deponent 
further saith, that he looked on General Harmar to be a very brave and experienced officer. And further saith not. 
JOHN HARDING. 
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NELSON, 88. 


This day came Colonel John Hardin before me, a justice of the peace for said county, and made oath that the 
above affidavit was just and true, to the best of his knowledge, and subscribed his name in my presence. Given 
under my hand this fourteenth day of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

JOHN CALDWELL. 

I have read the above affidavit, and what comes within my knowledge of it, I know to be true, and the rest I be- 

lieve to be true. Given under my hand this fifteenth of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 


STEPHEN ORMSBY. 


Sworn to before me, a justice of the peace for Nelson county. 
BENJAMIN FRYE. 





2d Concress. } No. 5.* [ist Session. 


CAUSES OF THE FAILURE OF THE EXPEDITION AGAINST THE INDIANS, IN 1791, UNDER 
THE COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL’ST. CLAIR. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 8TH OF MAY, 1792, 


Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appointed to inquire into the causes of the failure of the late expedition under 
Major General St. Clair, reported that the committee had, according to order, proceeded to examine all the pa- 
pers furnished by the Executive Department relative thereto, sundr pepers and accounts furnished by the Trea- 
sury and War Departments, with explanations of the same by the heads of those departments in person, to hear 
the testimony of witnesses upon oath, and written remarks by General St- Clair, upon the facts established by the 
whole evidence, and that, as the result of their inquiries, the committee had agreed to the following report: 


The contract for the supplies of the army on the route from Fort Pitt, was made by Theodosius Fowler, with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and bears date the twenty-eighth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety; that at the same time a bond, in the’penalty of one hundred thousand dollars, with Walter Livingston and 
John Cochran, securities thereto, was entered into for the due execution of the contract. 

That, on the third day of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, the contract was wholly trans- 
ferred from the said Fowler to William Duer, a copy of which transfer was lodged in the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury; that, by letter from the Setar ot War, bearing date the twenty-fifth of February, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one, addressed to William Duer, it appears that he was considered as the contractor; that 
no correspondence appears to have taken place eshocgneney to that time, between Theodosius Fowler and either the 
Treasury or War Departments; that, on the sixth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, acon- 
tract was entered into by William Duer with the Secretary at War, for supplying the troops with provisions until 
their arrival at Fort Pitt, and at Fort Pitt; a bond was at the same time entered into by the said William Duer for 
the due execution of the said contract, in the penalty of four thousand dollars, without any security whatsoever. 

That the act making provision for the defence of the frontiers received the ry of the President of the 
United States the third of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-une. That General St. Clair was ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief of the army destined for the expedition on the fourth day of the same month, and on the 
twenty-eighth left Philadelphia for Fort Pitt, at which place he arrived the sixteenth day of April, and from thence 
proceeded to Lexington, and from thence to Fort Washington, where he arrived on the fifteenth day of May. At 
the time of the arrival of the General at Fort Washington, the garrison there consisted of seventy-five non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates fit for duty; the garrison at Fort Harmar of forty-five; at Fort Steuben of sixty-one; at 
Fort Knox of eighty-three; and on the fifteenth day of July the whole of the first United States’ regiment, amounting 
to two hundred and ninety-nine non-commissioned officers and privates, arrived at Fort Washington, under orders 
from the commander in chief. General Butler was appointed the second in command, in the month of March, and 
immediately proceeded to make the necessary arrangements for the recruiting service; that he arrived in Baltimore, 
in the State of Maryland, the twentieth of April, and continued there till the thirtieth of the same month; that he 
arrived at Carlisle, in the State of Pennsylvania, on the ninth of May, and at Fort Pitt on the twenty-second of the 
same month. It appears that no moneys for purchasing supplies were furnished at Carlisle, which was the place of 
rendezvous, for the enlisted soldiery, on the ninth of May, and that Mr. Smith, agent for the contractor, was ac- 
tively engaged in furnishing —— for the troops, on credit. 

It appears by letters from John Kean, another of the contractor’s agents, that no moneys had been received by 
him on the eighth of May, and it appears that, on the twenty-third of March, there was advanced to William Duer 
upon the last mentioned contract, from the treasury, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars; that there was advanced 
—= the first mentioned contract, the sum of seventy thousand dollars, in the following su:.s, and at the following 

ates, to wit: 


March 22d, - - - - - - 10,000 Dollars. 
April 7th - - - - - - 15,000 do. 
April 25th, —- ; . . : : 15,000 do. 
May 7th, - - - - - 20,000 do. 
July 20th, - - - - - - 10,000 do. 


It appears from the correspondence of General Butler with the Secretary of War, from the ninth of May to the 
ninth of June, repeated complaints were made of fatal mismanagements and neglects, in the quartermaster’s and 
military stores department, particularly as to tents, knapsacks, camp kettles, cartridge boxes, packsaddles, &c. all 
of which articles were deficient in quantity and bad in c aceagg ‘ s ; 

The packsaddles, particularly, were made in Philadelphia, which, with the transportation, amounted to more than 
double the price at which they might have been procured at Fort Pitt, and were found, upon examination, to be un- 
fit for use; the arms sent forward appear not to have been duly examined, and arrived at Fort Pitt extremely out of 
order, and many totally unfit for use, which circumstance rendered repairs absolutely necessary, and added to the 
delay of the troops at Fort Pitt. _ ; 

It appears that a great prepertien of the powder supplied for the use of the army, was not of good quality, ~r 
an experiment was made b jor Ferguson at Fort Pitt, with a howitzer, who reported in favor of the quality of the 

wder. On the ninth of June General Neville, another of the contractor’s agents, informed General Butler that he 

not, at that time, received any moneys from the contractors, for the purchase of provisions, &c. for the troops, 

and was obliged to supply them on credit; that the country furnished provisions in abundance at a cheap rate, when 

money was had for the purchase. That, shortly after this information was communicated to General Butler, at his 

request four hundred dollars were advanced to General Neville by the quartermaster, for the purchase of provisions 
for the troops. The troops arrived at Fort Pitt in the following order, to wit: 


* See Nos. 6 and 9. 
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May 16th. Captain Slough sixty-nine men; 

May 18th. Captain Powers seventy-eight men; 

May 19th. Captain Cribbs forty men; same day, Captain Guthrie twenty-three; 

May 25th. Captain Armstrong seventy-six; same day, Captain Kirkwood sixty-seven; 

May 28th. Captain Snowden one hundred and one; 

June 2d. Captain Sparks eighty-three; Aas. : 

jarcigni Captain Butler sixty-one; same day, Captain Brock eighty-two; same day, Captain Vanswearingen 
eighty-eights 5 a Poa : 

June 5th. Captain Pike seventy-three; total, including officers and privates, eight hundred and Guta wes and 
left that place in the following order: Major Ferguson, with Captain asc, company, about the first.of Junes 
Captain Snowden, with the troops under his command, on the——day of- ajor Gaither, with about five hun - 
dréd men, 12th of July; and on the 22d August the last of the troops under the command of Captain Phelon, and 
General Butler, with the Quartermaster General, on the 26th of August. 

It appears, that General Butler had orders from the Department of War to protect the frontiers with the troops 
under his command, and that the delays in sending forward the troops from Fort-Pitt arose partly from that’ cir- 
cumstance, and partly from the temporary want of supplies of provisions and other necessaries, so 4 from the want 
of the necessary boats for their transportation, which were not in readiness as soonas the troops were. Ita » that. 
General Butler acted with ability, activity, and zeal, in his command at Fort Pitt, and that the delays of the «troops 
there cannut be imputed to his want of judgment, or his want of exertion. 

The troops met with considerable difficulties and delays in going down the river from the low state’of the water, 
and arrived at Fort Washington in the following order. Captain Mumford, from North Carolina, with about fifty men 
on the —— day of ——; Major Ferguson, with Capt. Armstrong’s company, on the —— day of ——; Major Gaither,’ 
with the troops under his command, on the——day of ——; Colonel Darke, with the troops under his command; on the 
—— day of ——;and the Kentucky militia on the —— day of —. a 9 

The army, consisting of about two thousand non-commissioned officers and privates, moved from. Fort Wash- 
ington, by orders from the commander in chief, to a place about five or six miles from thence, called Ludlow’s sta- 
tion, where they continued till the seventeenth day of September, at which time the whole army amounted to about 
two thousand three hundred non-commissioned officers and privates fit for duty. ‘That, the price of rations at ~ 
Fort Washington, agreeably to contract, was 6j90ths of a dollar per ration; the price of rations at Ludlew’s station 
was 15790ths of a dollar per ration. . ’ a . 

That the inducements of the commander in chief to this movement appear to have been to furnish’ green e 
for the horses and beef cattle of the army, to instruct the soldiery in field exercise, and other nécessary discipline 
and to deprive them of the means of intoxication, which were very plentifully supplied at Fort Washington, and 
used to an excessive degree by the soldiery, to correct the excessive-use of which the most rigid attention to dis- 
cipline was found incompetent. : RE ; 

Mr. Hodgdon was appointed Quartermaster General in the month of March, and continued at Philadelphia until 
the 4th of June, he then proceeded to Fort Pitt, where he arrived the tenth of the same month. No sufficient causes 
have appeared to the committee to justify this delay, arid his presence with the army appears to. have been essentially 
necessary prevjously to that time; the duties of the commander in chief were much increased in consequence of the 
absence of the Quartermaster General, and after a continued expectation of his arrival at Fort ‘Washington, for more 
. than six weeks, the commander in chief gave him ex s orders, by letter, torepair to camp without delay, 

The receipt of the letter is acknowledged, but the orders contained therein were neither answered nor obeyed, 
and his arrival at camp:was not until the tenth of September. The commander in chief, until that a eerie 
to the duties of his, office, discharged those of the Quartermaster General, and the. military stores furni by that 
department were so deficient, from mismanagement and neglect, that many things essential to the movements of the: 
army were either wholly made or repaired at Fort Wisepniee and even the tools for the artificers to work ‘with: 
the Quartermaster particularly informed the commander in c bef that two complete travelling forges were sent for- 
ward, and, upon examination, both of them were found to be without an anvil; many other things equally necessary 
were either wholly omitted, or unfit for their intended use. There were six hundred and. seventy-five stand of 
arms at Fort Washington the first of June, and most of those totally out of repair. ‘Fhe commander in chief appears 
to have been correct and attentive in ail his communications with the Secretary of War, and to-have discharged the 





a 3 


various duties which devolved upon him with ability, activity, and zeal. ; . me ; 

The army moved from Ludlow’s station on the seventeenth day of September, and arrived at the place where. 
Fort Hamilton is now erected, on the ——day of ——; they employed about fifteen days building that fort, and 
then proceeded in their march to the place where Fort Jefferson is now erected, forty-four miles distant from 
Fort Hamilton, where they arrived on the twelfth day of October, and commenced their march from that place.on 
the 24th of the same month; that the army at this time consisted of about 1700:non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates fit for duty; at this time the army had not more than three days’ supply of flour, and were sometimes at one 
fourth, and sometimes at one half, allowance of that article, the deficiencies of which allowance were made up by 
increasing the quantity of beef, with which they were plentifully supplied. The armyjwas delayed five or six days, 
on the march from Fort Jefferson, for the want of integers Wc the séason was so far advanced that sufficient 
green forage for the horses could not be procured, from which circumstance many of the horses were totally lost, 
and others rendered unfit for service. tha 

The orders to the commander in chief to proceed with the expedition were express and unequivocal, so-muclr so 
as, in on opinion of the committee, to preclude the commander in chief from exercising any discretion relatively to 
that object. 

On the 31st of October, about sixty of the Kentucky militia deserted-in a body, and the first regiment, consisting 
of about three hundred effective men, was detached witha view to cover a convoy of provisions which was expected, 
and which it was supposed was in danger from the deserted militia, and to prevent farther desertions.. 

On the third of November, after detaching the first regiment, the army consisted of about fourteen hundred 
effective men, and on the morning of the fourth, about half an hour before sunrise, a general attack was commenced, 
and ina few minutes thereafter, nearly the whole army was surrounded by the enemy; the action continued: about 
four hours, during which several charges were made by partof the army, which caused the enemy to give:way, but pro- 
duced no good effect; the attack was unexpected, the troops having been just dismissed from the morning parade: it 
commenced yey the militia who were in advance of the main army, and who fled through -the main army, without 
firing a gun; this circumstance threw the troops into some disorder, which, it appears, they never completely recoy- 
ered during the action; the fire of the army was constant, but ‘not, well directed, and it appears. that a part of the 
troops behaved asjwell as could be expected from their state of discipline,'and the manner and suddenness of the attack; 
the commander in chief appears to have been cool and deliberate in the whole of the action, and the officers in gen - 
eral active and intrepid; the whole order of march, as far as the committee are capable of ex hg oh epihion, 
appears to have been judicious, and the ground for action well chosen; the retreat was,disorderly in the extreme; 
after it commenced no orders were obeyed, if any were given, the men having lost all regard to-discipline.or control; 
all the precautions appear to have been taken for the salety and comfort of the wounded, which the circumstances 
of the case would admit of. , i ie foe S.. 

The committee have had no competent evidence before them to ascertain the number. of the enemy iin actidn; there 
were various conjectures as to the number from different persons, from five hundred the lowest, to one thousand or 
twelve hundred the highest. __ F 5: ia RE RAR ia keh ie 

Mr. Barton, a witness examined by the committee, conversed with a chief at Ningra, who was in the-action 
and-was by him informed, that the number of the enemy in action was one thousand ty, and that six hundred 
more had convened, but were engaging in hunting at the time of the action. He was al informed ‘that the enemy 
had not collected in any considerable numbers, until a few days before the action. information appears to 

sufficient to induce a belief of the fact in the committee. 


be correborated by some other circumstances, 
6 m 
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The contractors for supplies, agreeably to the terms of contract, were to furnish horses, &c. for the transportation 
of the supplies; in this condition of the contract there was a total failure, which compelled the commander in chief 
to direct between six and seven hundred horses to be purchased by Israel Ludlow, one of the contractor’s agents, 
to draw bills on Mr. Duer, the acting contractor for payment, which bills were endorsed by the commander in chief, 
to the amount of about seventeen thousand dollars, were protested by the contractor, paid at the treasury; the 
persons employed by the agents of the contractor to drive the horses appear to have been totally unacquainted with 

business, and from the want of bells, hopples, and other necessaries of that kind, as well as from other gross 
mismanagement, many of the horses were lost, ‘and others rendered unfit for service; from which causes there were 
not packhorses sufficient to transport the necessary quantity of flour from Fort Washington for the use of the army 
on their march; this circumstance retarded the execution of the expedition. 

The officers nppenallly to the terms of contract, had an election of drawing the whole of the rations, to which 
their rank entitl them, or of receiving the contract price of them in cash; the contractor’s agents, not being fir- 
nished with money for this purpose, gave rise to a general order, by which the officer was directed to receive a cer- 
tificate from the contractor’s agent, called a due bill, of one of which bills the following is a copy: ‘* Due Major 
H. Gaither, one hundred and seventy-three complete rations on the route to Miami village, as appears by Mr. Wil- 


son’s certificate.” 
MATT. EARNEST, for WM. DUER. 
Fort Wasuinoton, November 27th, 1791. 


This due bill issued upon the officers signing some acknowledgment of satisfaction for his whole retained rations, 
which acknowledgment of satisfaction forms a voucher for settlement to the contractor, with the treasury depart- 
ment; and the officer is refused payment for these due bills at the pay-office. All casualties, by which these eviden- 
ces of debt become lost or destroyed, are the gain of the contractor, and the loss of the officer. 

It is suggested by the Secretary of the Treasury, though not with positive certainty, that a sufficient sum will be 
found due from the treasury-to the contractors, upon a final settlement, to cover ali these debts to the officers; the 
general order, which had the operation before stated, continued in force about five or six weeks, and was abolished 
about the 19th-of October. The privates of the levies received but three dollars pay each, from the time of their 
respective enlistments, to the time of their respective discharges, and were actually discharged without pay or set- 
tlement; notes of discharge were given them, specifying the time of their service, and bearing endorsations, that 
some advancements had been made to them in account, without stating the amount, the object of which is suggested 
to have been to prevent transfers; the intended effect was not produced by the measure; the notes were sold for 
trifling considerations, the real sums due on the notes were various, from ten to ae dollars, and they were 
frequently sold for one dollar, or one gallon of whiskey; the moneys for the pay of the leviesdid not leave Philadel - 
phia till the 4th of December, nor arrive at Fort Washington till the 3d of January, 1792, some time after the last 
enlisted levies were known to be entitled to their discharges; two reasons have been assigned by the Secre of 
War for this delay of payment, the one, because there was no regular paymaster to the army, and the difficulties 
of transmitting moneys to the army at so great a distance, in consequence of the want of such an officer; the other, 
because it was supposed the army would be, at that time at the Miami village, so far advanced in the wilderness, as 
net to Fe pas of the practicability of discharging the levies, the total defeat of the army not having been previously 
eounted upon. — ; foes : : 

The clothing for the levies appears to have been of a very inferior quality, particularly coats, hats, and shoes, 
the last of whack, in many cases, lasted not more than four days, and better clothing was furnished them upon their 
enlisting into the regular service, which was for a time countenanced by the commander in chief. 

Various modes appear to have been pursued by the officers in enlisting the levies, which occasioned great un- 
easiness and some confusion; a considerable part of the Virginia battalion was so enlisted, that the terms of their 
enlistments sepeee to have expired the first of November; the orders to the recruiting officers appear not to have 
been sufficiently explicit upon this point, whether the terms of enlistment were to commence at the time of enlist- 
ment, or at the arrival at a place of rendezvous. ‘The militia appear to hate been composed principally of substitutes, 
and totally ungovernable, and regardless of military duty or subordination. It appears that the commander in chiet 
had it in contemplation to commence the expedition at least one month earlier than it was commenced, with the 
force he then had, which was not very different from the real force in action; but was prevented for the want of the 

uartermaster and contractor, and in consequence of the extreme deficiencies and derangements of the business 0! 
} se departments, the person sent forward by the enstormanter being totally incompetent for the business, and 
the contractor’s agents not being sufficiently supplied with money to enable them to execute their duties. 

it appears to the committee, that, in the wilderness, where vegetables are not to be had, and the duties of the sol - 
dier uncommonly hard, the rations allowed by law, if completely supplied, are insufficient. This circumstance, 
with others, produced discontent and desertion among the soldiers. 

Ita rs to the committee, that there were appropriated for the use of the War Department, for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, the sum of six hundred and fifty-two thousand seven hundred and sixty - 

-one cents, and that there have been advanced by the treasury to the War Department, upon 


one dollars and sixt ' 
that appropriation, five hundred and seventy-five thousand nine hundred and six dollars and fifty-seven cents, te 


wit: 
. Dolls. Cts. 
1791 February advanc - - . - - - - 15,000 00 
. ; 0. - - - - -- - - 100,106 
ss May, do. - : - : - . - 80,109 80 
** June, do. - - - - - - - 55,387 44 
“« July, do. - - - - - - - 14,105 39 
* August do. - -° - - - - - 14,554 59 
‘* September, do. - - - - - - - 14,796 53 
** October, do. - - . - - - - 184 81 
** November, do. - - - - - - - 107 28 
1792 January, do. - . - - - - - 33,753 00 
“. February, do. - - - - - - - —_ = 
. iy ¥ = . ” yi > 


* -March, do, 


- 419,311 01 


Amwounting to, 
156,595 56 


- 


To which add moneys borrowed from the Bank of North America, on loan, without interest, 





575,906 57 


And: that the treasury has always been in readiness to make the requisite advances upon the request of the Se - 
" 4 Praca tu the committee, in what manner, and to what amount, these advancements have 


‘yof War. Itdoes A 
nab trbitne the accounts not having been yet settled at the treasury ; nor was it possible, from the nature of the 


case, that could, at this time, have received any conclusive or Satisfactury information on that point. 
From the freging state-of facts, the committee suggest the following as the principal causes, in their opinion, 


fail f the late e ition under Major General St. Clair. ' 
= delay in furnishing the materials and estimates for, and in passing the act for the protection of the frontiers; 


the time, after the passing of which, was hardly sufficient to complete and discipline an army for such an expedition, 
during the summer months of the same year. 











_— 


~——_—— oe a 
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The delays consequent upon the gre ‘+ and various mismanagements and neglects in the Quartermaster’s and con- 
tractors’ departments; the lateness of the season at which the expedition eT ion the green forage ae 
bees previously destroyed by the frost, so that a sufficiency of subsistence for the horses necessary for the army coul 

t rocured. ; 
nl Phe want of discipline and experience in the troops. , 

The committee conceive it but justice to the commander in chief, to say, that, in their opinion, the failure of the 
late expedition can, in no respect, be imputed to his conduct, either at any time before or during theaction; but that 
as his conduct in all the preparatory mee, a was marked with peculiar ability and zeal, so his conduct during 
the action furnished strong testimonies of his coolness and intrepidity. ‘ 

The committee eneent ae reasons for leaving the numbers of troops, at particular periods, and the dates of some 
facts blank, the want of sufficient time to complete the report with minuteness, and, in some instances, the want of 
necessary evidence. f 

The said report being read, 

Resolved, That this House will, early in the next sessicn, proceed to take the same.into consideration. 





2d Concress. ] No. 6.* (2d, Session. 


ST. CLAIR’S DEFEAT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER 14, 1792. 


War Department, 1st November, 1792. 
SIR: 

After the close of the late session of Congress, I saw, with much concern, the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the causes of the failure of the expedition under Major General St. Clair, of the 8th of May, 
1792, which, having been presented to the House, in the last moments of its session, was ordered to be printed, 
and has since circu ated in the public pewspapers throughout the United States, containing suggestions, most of them 
founded upon ex parte investigation, which have been understood in a sense very injurious to. my reputation. 

Learning that the present day was appointed for taking into consideration the above mentioned report, I have 
waited, with anxtous expectation, for some act of the House enabling me to attend the progress of the examination 
upon which they are about to enter, for the purpose of rereietens such information and explanations as might con- 
duce to a right understanding of facts, in which I am so materially implicated. The failure of a tion whi 
I am informed, was made to the House, with that view, has added to my solicitude andregret. Thus situated, 
feel myself called upon to ask of the justice of the House, that some mode may be devised, by which it will be. put 
into my power to be present, during the’ course of the intended inquiry, as well to hear the evidence on which 
the several aliegptions contained in the report are founded, as to offer the information and explanations to which I 
have alluded. ‘To this step Iam impelled by a persuasion that an accurate and satisfactory investigation cannot 
otherwise be had, with equal advantage, if at all. And my entire reliance apon the equity and impartiality of the 
pene — not permit a doubt to exist, on my part, that such an investigation will be exclusively the object of their 

esite and pursuit, . 


[ have the honor to be, sir, with the highest respect, your most obedient, humble servant, 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


The Speaker of the Honorable the House of Representatives of the United States. 





2d ConcrEss.] No. 7. (2d. Session. 





ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1793. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 12, 1792. 
War Department, December 11, 1792. 


Str: 

The President of the United States has directed me to submit to the House of Representatives, in pursu- 
ance of their resolve of the 4th instant, the enclosed papers containing certain materials whereon the estimate of 
the contingencies of the War Department, for the year 1793, has been founded; and, also, the explanation of cer- 
tain heads of articles in the general estimate, called “ conjectural.” : 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient oervant, 


E OX, Secretary of War. 
The Speaker of the Honorable House of Representatives of the United States. 





Of the contingencies of the War Department, for the year 1793. - 
In estimating the expenses of any given corps of troops, in a stationary situation, or upon-a peace establishment; 
every probable demand may be foreseen, specified, and calculated. But, in estimating the expenses of'an army, in 
the time of war, designed for offensive operations, the case is materially otherwise. For, after all the stated and pro- 
bable expenses are estimated, there ought to be an allowaace either to make up for short estimates of the several 
heads of supplies, or to serve as a fund to defray moderate losses by casualties. 
* See Nos. 5 and 9, 
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All active armies are liable to the loss of provisions, the means of transportation, ammunition, clothing, &c., 
by numerous accidents attending on a state of war, But, in the case contemplated in the estimates, the chance of 
such accidents is greatly increased by the subtlety and activity of the enemy, and our ignorance of the wilderness 
in which the troops mar operate. : 

It has generally been considered as wise to appropriate a sum for casualties, to be applied to the public service in 
case of —a If no such case occurs, no expenditure will take place, and, of course, the money will remain in 
the treasury. But, if no contingent fund be appropriated, the operations of an army may be arrested at a critical 
moment, and the army itself lost, or the public service greatly injured, for the want of means which might be ac- 
quired, if authority and provision existed for the pu . ” 

But futurity being inscrutable to the limited faculties for man, he is unable to ascertain the form or value of de- 
mands which have not, and which never may haye, any existence. : 

_ _ All that can possibly be done, in the present case, is to exhibit the expenses of the late er and thence to 
infer the sum which may be judged proper to appropriate for the contingencies of the future, the strength and time 
of service of the relative armies being duly considered. 

It will appear, by paper No 1. that the claims for allowance, and the accounts actually settled, at the treasury, 
for the loss of horses, arms, &c. in the expedition under General Harmar, amount to seventeen thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-four dollars two cents, for which sum an a ee was contemplated, by the act of the 11th day 
of February, 1791, embracing one hundred thousand dollars, for the said expedition. _ 

‘The estimates presented for the services of 1791 were embraced by two appropriations, the first of the 11th day 
of February, 1791, for fifteen thousand three hundred and six dollars, including the sum of ten thousand three hun- 
dred and six dollars, for the Quartermaster’s department. ste oe ; 

The other, of the 3d day of March, 1791, for twenty-five thousand dollars, amounting, in all, for the said year, 
to forty thousand three hundred and six dollars. ; 

The stores and other property lost in the defeat of the 4th of November, 1791, as stated in the paper No. 2, 
amount ta thirty-two thousand eight hundred and ten dollars and seventy-five cents. 

In addition to these losses, it appears, by paper No. 3, that the contractors have a claim at the treasury for pro- 
visions and horses, amounting to fifty-four thousand six hundred and thirteen dollars and Se cents, of which, 
pecans, the sum of ten thousand dollars mer be estimated for contingencies, the articles having fallen into the 

ands of the enemy. Whether this sum will exceed, or fall short of, the allowances which shall be made, will de- 
pend upon the proofs which shall be produced at the treasury. _ : . : 

The other contingent expenses, for the year 1791, are contained in paper. No. 4, amounting to nine thousand six 
hundred and twenty-one dollars and twenty cents. _ . p 

The total expenditures, made, and allowances claimed, under the head of contingencies, for the year 1791, will 
probably amount to fifty-two thousand four hundred and thirty-one dollars ninety-five cents. _ 

‘The estimates for the services of the year 1792 also specified two sums for the contingencies of the War De- 
rtment. The first, of twenty thousand dollars, was authorized by the act which passed the 23d day of Decem- 
r, 1791, entitled ** An act for making appropriations for the support of Government, for the year 1792.” 

The other sum of thirty thousand dollars was authorized by the act which passed the 2d day of May, 1792, en- 
titled ** An act for raising a further sum of money for the protection of the frontiers, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned,” both sums amounting to fifty thousand dollars. ; 

The expenses already under this head are contained in paper No. 5, amounting to ten thousand two hundred and 
twenty-nine doliars nine cents. ; : 

It is to be observed, that the fund appropriated to the Indian department having been exhausted by nent given, 
and payments made, to the Creeks, the Cherokees, the Choctaws, and Chickasaws, and alse to the Six Nations, that, 
in addition to the above sum, expended in the year 1792, as contingencies, twenty-four thousand seven hundred and 
seven dollars and ninety-eight cents has been applied to the Indian department. 

‘The expenses of the Indian department are, at this critical period, as difficult to be previously calculated as those 
of the army, excepting the stipulated sums to the Creeks, Cherokees, and Six Nations, and the agents em loyed to 
the several tribes. Besides the said expenditures, the contractors of the present year lost, about the 5th of October 
last, one hundred horses, said to be captured by the Indians. If they prove this they will be entitled to an allow- 
ance by the terms of their contract. . 

Le mens it will appear, that the sum of fifty thousand dollars, requested to be appropriated for the year 1793, is not 
inordinate. 

For the sums which shall be expended vouchers will be required, in the usual manner of other accounts, except- 
ing, always, the sums which may be expended, by the commanding general, for secret services, in which it woubd be 
prejudicial to the public interests te disclose names. But this sumis not large, and his reputation stands pledged to 


the public for its just appropriation. 
- H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 








zd Concress.] No. 8. (2d_ Session. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY IN 1792. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, BY THE SECRETARY OF WAR, DECEMBER 27, 1792. 


The President of the United States, by virtue of the powers vested in him by law, hereby establishes the follow- 
ing organization of the troops of the United States : } 

The commissioned officers hereinafter designated, together with the non-commissioned officers, 
privates, authorized by law, amounting to 5,120, are to be denominated— 





musicians, and 


Tue Lecrion or tHe Untrep States, which is to be divided into four sub-legions: 


Tue Lectionary Srarr. 


One Major General, or Legionary General, One Quartermaster, 

Two Aids-de-camp, One Deputy Quartermaster, 
One Adjutant and Inspector, One Surgeon, 

One Major Commandant of Cavalry, One Chaplain. 


One Major Commandant of Artillery, 
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Tue Sus-Lecions- 


Each Sub-legion to consist of the Officers hereinafter named, and 1,280 non-commissioned Officers, Musicians, a 


Privates, to wit: . ! 
Starr. 


One Brigadier, or Sub-Legionary General, One Quartermaster, 
One Ait-de-cate, , One Surgeon. 
One Brigade, or Sub-Legionary Major and Inspector, 


One Troop of Dragoons, consisting of 


One Captain, One Farrier, 
One Lieutenant, One Saddler, 
One Cornet, One Trumpeter, 
Six Sergeants, Sixty-five Dragoons. 
Six Corporals, ; 5 
One Company of Artillery, to consist of 
Une Captain, Four Corporals, 
Two Lieutenants, ‘ Two Music, ~ E ; 
Four Sergeants, Fifty Privates, including ten Artificers. 
Two Battalions of Infantry, and one Battalion of Riflemen, each consisting of 
One Major, One Sergeant Major, 
One Adjutant, One Quatermaster Sergeant, 
One Quartermaster, One Senior Musician, and 


One Surgeon’s Mate, ‘ ’ 
Four Companies, each to consist of 


One Captain, Six Corporals, 
One Lieutenant, Two Music, 
One Ensign, Eighty-one Privates. 


Six Sergeants, 
N. B. The Rifle Companies, one Bugler and eighty-two Privates. 





One Troop of Dragoons, - : . m 4 ; 4 80 
One Company of Artillery, — - ° i ; ‘i ‘ F 60 
Four Companies of Rifle, (95 each) - . ° - ‘ “ 380 
Eight Companies of Infantry, (95 each,) - . te ~ ‘ 760 

Aggregate, - - — 
The Legion of the United States, non-commissioned Officers and Privates,  - - 5,120 








Summary view of the General, Field, Commissioned, and Staff Officers, of the Legion of the United States: 
GENERAL Starr. 


One Major General, or Legionary General, One Specerension, 
Four Brigadiers General, or Sub-Legionary Gen- One Deputy Quartermaster, 
erals, One Surgeon, 
One Adjutant, One Chaplain. 
i al Field. 
Fourteen Majors, commissioned, Forty-eight Ensigns, 
Fifty-six Captains, Four Cornets. 
Sixty Lieutenants, 
Medical Staff. 
Four Surgeons, Six Surgeons’ Mates, for Garrison duty and 
Twelve Surgeons’ Mates, extra service. 


N. B. The Aids-de-camps are included in the number of commissioned Officers. 
The pee oe and Officers, who shall form the several Sub-Legions, respectively, will be pointed 


out to Major General Wayne, in subsequent instructions, after the President of the United States shall have ap- 
proved the same. 


2d Concress. } No. 9. (2d Session. | 














CAUSES OF THE FAILURE OF THE EXPEDITION AGAINST THE INDIANS IN 1791, UNDER 
THE COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL Sr. CLAIR. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 15, 1793. 


Mr. Gixss, from the committee to whom was recommitted the report of the committee, inted to inquite ‘into 
the causes of the failure of the expedition under Major General St. Clair, fopner with the documents relating 
thereto, including the letter from the Secretary of War, and the memorial of Samuel Hodgdon, have proceeded to 


re-examine the documents formerly before them, as far as seemed necessary; to hear and examine other testimon 
roduced to them; to hear and consider the written’ communications, made by the Secretary of War, Samuel 
odgdon, and the commander in chief of the expedition; and, as the result of their further. inquiries, made the 
following supplementary report: 


The original report commences in the following words: 


“ The contract for the supplies of the army, on the route from Fort Pitt, was made by Theodosius Fowler with 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and bears date the twenty-eighth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety; that, at the same time, a bond, in the penalty of one hundred thousand dollars, with Walter Livingston an’ 
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John Cochran securities thereto, was entered into for the due execution of the contracts that, on the third day of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, the contract was wholly transferred from the said Fowler to 
William Duer, a copy-of which transfer was lodged in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury; that, by letter 
from the Secretary of War, bearing date the twenty-fifth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-one, addressed to William Duer, it appears that he was considered as contractor; that no correspondence ap- 
pears to have taken place subsequently to that time between Theodosius Fowler and either the Treasury or War De- 
partments. 

From documents received by the committee, since their last appointment, it appears, that the copy of the before 
mentioned transfer was not lodged in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, until the seventh of April, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-one; at which time it was received by the Secretary of the Treasury, under co- 
ver of a letter from William Duer, informing him of the circumstance of the said transfer, and making requisitions 
for certain advances of money; that the Secretary of the Treasury, by letter in reply of the same date, agrees to 


make the advances required to William Duer, as the agent of Theodosius Fowler. | 
_ It appears that all the warrants issued from the Treasury, for the purposes of this contract, were issued to Wil- 
liam Duer, as the agent of Theodosius Fowler. : . : ms 
The Secretary of the Treasury has furnished the committee with the written opinions of the Attorney General 
of the United States, and several other lawyers of eminence, all of whom concur in opinion, that the securities to. 
the bond, originally given by Theodosius Fowler, for the execution of this contract, are now responsible for all da- 


mages consequent upon any breach of that contract. ; ' 
The Secretary of War, who alone appears to have been the agent, on the part of the United States, in all things 
relating to the execution of the contract has always corresponded with William Duer as the contractor, and his 


correspondence commences at a date prior to that of the copy of the contract lodged at the treasury. 


The original report proceeds: — 

*“‘ That, on the sixth of March, one thousand seven and ninety-one, a contract was entered intu by William 
Duer with the Secretary of War, for supplying the troops with provisions until their arrival at Fort Pitt, and at 
Fort Pitt. A bond was, at the same time, entered into by the said William Duer for the due execution of the said 
contract, in the penalty of four thousand dollars, without any security whatsoever.” 

It appears, by a re-examination ef the documents formerly before the committee, that the date and terms of the 
last mentioned contract were misrepresented; the date being the twenty-sixth, instead of the sixth, of April, and 
the terms of the contract being to furnish provisions for the troops until their arrival at Fort Pitt, but not during their 
continuance at that place. ‘The first of A one mistakes appears to have been merely casual; the second appears to 
have arisen from paying greater attention to the manner in which the contract was really executed, than to the 
terms of the contract itself; it having been conceived, by the committee, that Colonel Neville, the agent for sup- 
plying the troops during their continuance at Fort Pitt, acted under the last mentioned contract. This circumstance 
is rendered the less material, from the consideration that, according to the plan of the campaign, no delay of the 
“a at Fort Pitt was counted upon. The statement is otherwise correct. 

‘The Secretary of War, in his communication, states, that it was not the custom of the office to require other se- 
curity than that of the contractor, for the due execution of contracts of small amount; and it appears, by a letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, written since the former report, that the Secretary of War consulted with him upon 
the occasion alluded to, and that he agreed in opinion, that farther security was not necessary. 


It is stated in the original report, after speaking of one of the contractor’s agents, that 


** It appears by letters from John Kean, another of the contractor’s agents, that no moneys had been received by 
him on eighth of May, and it appears that, on the 23d of March, there was advanced to William Duer, on the last 
mentioned contract, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars.” 

Upon re-examining the letters of John Kean, it appears that he had received the sum of four hundred and fifty 
dollars, and no more, before the aforesaid eighth cay of May, which was before overlooked by the committee. And 
it appears, from documents received by the committee since their report, that the sum of fifteen thousand dollars 
was not advanced to William Duer, on account of the last mentioned contract, on the 23d of March. ‘The com- 
inittee were led into this mistake, by a document received from the Treasurer, representing the fact as stated in the 
original report, which document is still before the committee. The true state of this transaction, as recently stated, 
appears to be as follows: 

A warrant issued in favor of Joseph Howell, on the twenty-third of March, for the sum of fifteen thousand dol- 

for the use of the War Department generally, and not for William Duer, as stated in the account rendered by 


lars 

the Treasurer: of which sum, were advanced to William Duer, on the twenty-sixth of March, four thousand dollars; 
on the eighth day of May following, were paid to James Smith, contracting agent for William Duer, one thousand 
ay and the twenty-third of July, were paid to John Kean, another agent 


dollars; and between the twenty-first of . ! , 
for William Duer, four hundred and thirty-seven dollars and ninety-one cents; making the whole sum advanced on 


the last mentioned contract, five thousand four hundred and thirty-seven dollars and ninety-one cents. ‘The resi- 
due of the fifteen thousand dollars is suggested to have been applied to the use of the War Department generally. 


The original report states, that 

“ It appears from the correspondence of General Butler, from the ninth of May to the ninth of June, repeated 
complaints were made of fatal mismanagements and neglects, in the Quartermaster’s and military stores’ depart- 
ments, particularly as to tents, knapsacks, camp kettles, cartridge boxes, packsaddles, &c. all of which articles 
were deficient in quantity, and bad in quality. The packsaddles, particularly, were made in Philadelphia, which, 
with the transportation, amounted to more than double the price at which they might have been procured at Fort 
Pitt, and were found, upon examination, to be unfit for use.’ : 

Mr. Hodgdon has produced to the Committee a number of ex-parte affidavits and certificates, to prove, that 
these Several articles were furnished in sufficient quantities, and of good quality. Most of these affidavits, however, 
were made by the manufacturers of the respective articles, or persons in the employment of Mr. Hodzdon, and gene- 
rally written in a different hand writing from that of the subscribing deponents; and most of the certificates, by per- 
sons unknown to the committee. But the testimony formerly taken by the committee, and the corroboration of it 
by the evidence of respectable and disinterested persons, lately taken by the committee, in presence of Mr. Hodg- 
don, appears abundantly sufficient to. justify the statement of facts contained in the original report. With respect 
to the packsaddles, however, it is necessary to remark, that os of the expression used in the origi- 
nal report would be proper. They appear to have been made of different sizes: those of the largest size are proved 
to have been wholly unfit for use, the horses used for packhorses being generally small. Some of the smaller pack- 
saddles, however, appear to have been used in the campaign, and to have answered the intended purpose better 


than was at first expected. 
It is stated in the original report, that 


“The arms sent forward appear not to have been duly examined, and arrived at Fort Pitt extremely out of or- 
der, and many totally unfit for use, which circumstance rendered repairsabsolutely necessary, and added to the de- 


lay of the troops at Fort Pitt.” te . . : 
The committee are led to conclude, from authentic information recently received, that the complaint of the arms 
intended for the regular troops and levies is unfounded; some of the arms appear tohave been damaged, after they 


were put into the hands of the troops, {rom their inexperience or carelessness, though delivered to them in good or- 


from the un- 
the committee; 


der. 
The committee were induced to mak the unqualified statement contained in the original report 
qualified manner in which this subject is spoken of by some of the witnesses, formerly examined by 
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they not having stated, with sufficient precision, the causes of the arms being out of repair, nor specifying the proba- 


ble number requiring repairs. - 
The original report proceeds with the following expression: 


‘¢Tt appears, that a great proportion of the powder, supplied for the use of the arm 
though an experiment was made by Major Ferguson, at Fort Pitt, with a howitzer, w 
quality of the powder.” : d - . 

The committee are satisfied, from experiments made since the original report by Captain Ford, at Fort Wash- 
ington, upon request of the Secretary of War, and by samples of the powder from ‘thence, actually furnished the 
committee, that the powder was originally of gogd quality; but that a certain quantity of it was damaged by. expo- 
sure to the air and moisture after being issued to the troops. And it appears to have been powder of this deserip- 
tion, upon which experiments were made by some of the officers in the expedition, which produced unfavorable im- 
pressions as to the quality of the powder in general; for it is certain, a belief was currently entertained amongst the 
officers, that the powder in general was not of good quality. ‘The insufficiency of the powder, after the army took 
the field, is accounted for from the bad quality of the tents. It is in testimony to the committee, that great quanti- 
ties of the fixed ammunition were actually rendered useless from that cause. . 


It is stated in the original report, that 

Mr. hee was appointed Quartermaster General in the month of March, and continued at Philadelphia 
until the 4th of June, he then proceeded to Fort Pitt, where he arrived on the 10th of the same month. No sufficient 
causes have appeared to the committee to justify this delay, and his presence with the army appeared to have been 
essentially necessary previously to that time.” 

In this statement, the duration of Mr. Hodgdon’s stay at Fort Pitt was casually omitted, which ap to have 
been from the tenth of June till the twenty-sixth of August. The insertion of this fact will sufficient y explain the 
sense of the committee, in the inference respecting the time, in which the presence of the Quartermaster General 


was necessary at the army. 


It is stated in the original report, that 

‘** There were six hundred and seventy-five stand of arms, at Fort Washington, on the first of June, and most of 
those totally out of repair.” f 

These arms, the precise number of which appears not to be accurately ascertained, are admitted, by the Secretary 
of War, to have been at Fort Washington, in the situation described, but he suggests, that they were old and useless 
arms, which had been collected at that place, and were not counted upon as any part of the supply of arms for the 
expedition. It appears, that the regular troops and levies were completely supplied with arms, without recurrence 
to this stock; but a number of them was repaired, by orders of the commander in chief of the expedition, with a 
view, as he suggests, to arm the militia from Kentucky, who, it was expected, would arrive either insufficiently 
armed, or not armed at all: and he did not conceive the arrangements made by the War Department competent to 


arming the militia, together with the other troops. 


The original report states, that 

‘The privates of the levies received but three dollars pay each, from the time of their respective enlistments to 
the time of their respective discharges, and were actually discharged without farther pay or settlement; notes of 
discharge were given them, specifying the time of their service, and bearing endorsations, that some advances had 
been made to them on account, without stating the amount, the object of which is suggested to have been to 
prevent transfers; the intended effect was not preduced by the measure; the notes were sold for trifling considera- 
tions, the real sums due on the notes were various, from ten to twenty-five dollars, and they were frequently sold for 
one dollar, or one gallon of whiskey; the moneys for the pay of the levies did not leave Philadelphia, till the fourth of 
December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, nor arrived at Fort Washington till the third of January 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, some time after the last enlisted levies are known to have been entitled 
to their discharges.” b ; i 

In addition to the reasons contained in the original report, respecting the discharging of the levies, without their 
stipulated pay, which are admitted by the Secretary of War to have been justly stated, he has, in his late commu- 
nication suggested to the committee, that, at the time of the discharge of the levies, there was actually in the hands 
of the Ee General the sum of sixteen thousand two hundred ninety-two dollars and seventy cents, which — 
were subject to be applied to any ohjoct, agreeably to the discretion of the commander in chief of the expedition, 
and might have been applied, if he thought proper, to the payment of the discharged levies, and would have been 
sufficient for two months’ pay to the officers, and four months’ pay to the privates. This sum is admitted by the 
Quartermaster General to have been in his hands at the time of the discharge of the levies, aud would have been 
applied to their pay, if orders had been given by the commander in chief ofthe expedition for that purpose. -But.that 
no such orders ever were receivea by him. The Secretary of War infers, from these circumstances, that no censure 
should be imputed to the War Department for not having paid implicit attention to this subject. 

The circumstances respecting this transaction have been attentively examined by the committee, and appear to 
them to be the following:—The Gnartosmaster General, upon his leaving Philadelphia, was furnished with the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars for the use of that Department. He was afterwards furnished with two other sums, to wit 
the sum of seventeen thousand eight hundred and forty four dollars and fifty cents, on the twenty-third day of July, 
and the sum of two thousand two hundred and twenty four dollars and sixty cents, on_the seventh day of July, 
making together the sum of twenty thousand and sixty nine dollars and ten cents. It a , by letter from 
the Secretary of War, to the commander in chief of the expedition, that five thousand dollars al this sum were to be 
applied to the pay of the regular troops, if the commander in chief should deem that a proper application of the 
money, which, however, was not done. The remaining part of this money was intended to form a kind of military 
chest, to answer contingent expenses; subject, however, to the control of the commander in chief. It appears that 
the Quartermaster General, in a ditionjto these congue of cash, was authorized to draw bills on the Secretary of War 
with this restriction—that the commander in chief should approve of all drafts, and certify the necessity or pro- 
priety of making them. The Quartermaster General commenced his drafts, at Fort Pitt, previously to his arrival 
at head quarters, to the amount of two thousand six hundred dollars, and continued them after his arrival; but it 
does not appear that those drafts were certified, or sanctioned, by the commander in chief: all which drafts were 
aio by the “yey of a esas ne 

is suggeste the commander in chief, that he never considered the money, before mentioned eeromriated 
to the pay of the lecien, upon their discharges, nor that it was ever intended to be Poalied to that object. e further 
suggests a want of knowledge of the money, said to be on hand, at the time of the disc of the levies, al he 
admits, ‘that the Quartermaster General, shortly after his arrival at head quarters, tendered hima statement of the 
cash on hand, which he returned, without examination, observing, that he already received sufficient informa- 
tion relatively thereto, from the Secretary of War; that he was informed of the amount of moneys originally received 
by the Quartermaster General, and conceived that he could form some idea of the balance on > from the sums 
disbursed in consequence of warrants drawn_by him, which, he expected, were paid from that funds that his want 
of information, as to the real balance, arose from the circumstance of the bills drawn by the Quartermaster General 
without his knowledge, or the requiste certificate from him, which bills operated as a relief to that fund, for their 
amount. The commander in chief of the expedition further suggested, to the committee, in presence of the Quarter- 
master General, that, upon making drafts upon the fund before alluded to, he usually inquired of the Quartermaster 
General, whether it was sufficient for the = ay of answering the draft, and upon repeating this inquiry, just 
before the discharge of the levies, he received for answer,“ that the chest was very low.” This statement was ac- 
quiesced in, or, at least, not denied by the Quartermaster General. : 


y: was not of good quality, 
o reported in favor of the 
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The Quartermaster General has furnished the committee with a statement of his account, by which, it appears, 
that he had on hand, on the fifth day of November, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, cash to the amount 
of fifteen thousand nine hundred and twelve dollars and forty-two cents, and two thirds of a cent, which, he suggests, 
have been since applied to the use of his department. This balance is denied to have been on hand, by the comman- 
der in chief, at that time; and he has furnished a statement of disbursements from the original fund, which leaves the 
amount of the balance, at the time of the discharge of the levies, of one thousand four hundred eighty-three dollars 
a, ps cents, exclusive of five thousand dollars appropriated to the pay of the old troops. 

e commander in chief further suggests, that there was no paymaster to the army, nor any person authorized 
to settle the accounts of the soldiers, and ascertain the real balances due to them, until the arrival of Mr. Swann, on 
the third day of January, one thousand seven hundred and oo ye Fee. and infers, that he had no authority to direct a 
settlement and order pay to the soldiers, until he was informed of the arrangements made at the War Office, relatively 
to that object. This suggestion is strongly confirmed by a letter from the Secretary of War, addressed to the com- 
mander in chief, and forwarded by Mr. Swann, which designates Mr. Swann as paymaster, and contains instructions 
relatively to the terms of settling the accounts of the soldiery. The same letter serves to show, that the twenty thou- 
sand and sixty-nine dollars and ten cents, put into the possession of the bag ee General, were not conclusively 
destined for the pay of the levies, nor so considered by the Secretary of War, because it is asserted in the letter, 
that Mr. Swann is furnished with a sum of money sufficient for the whole pay of the levies, without making any 
deduction in consequence of the moneys furnished the Quartermaster General. 

It is asserted by the Secretary of War, in his communication to the committee, that the time of the service of the 
levies did not expire until after the arrival of Mr. Swann at Fort Washington, particularly Gaither’s and Rhea’s 
battalions, the term of their enlistments having been to serve six months after their arrival at Fort Washington; 
which was deemed the place of rendezvous. The time which had ela from the period of enlistment, to their 
arrival at Fort Washington, or the evident impropriety of annexing such a condition to the enlistments, caused the 
condition itself to be dispensed with, and those levies were actually discharged shortly afterthe twelfth of November, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, in em of having served six months, which is the extent of the 
service authorized by law, and actually received certificates, at that time, of having performed six months’ service. 

Upon a re-examination of the residue of the original report, and the evidence now before the committee, they are 
satisfied with the same, and find no material alterations or corrections necessary. 

A regard for candor has induced the committee to adopt this mode of reporting, because the original report is 
Gate Pumas, mistakes existing in the same, and which are now corrected, and the causes of those mistakes 
trendered obvious, and the whole subject presented to view upon the fairest terms, in the opinion of the committee, 
o all persons in any degree concerned therein. 
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RETURN OF ORDNANCE, ARMS, AND MILITARY STORES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, BY THE SECRETARY OF WAR, DECEMBER 16, 1793. 


War Deparrment, December 14th, 1793. 
IR: 
I have the honor to submit a return of the ordnance, arms, and military stores, in possession of the United 
States. 
it resulted from the casual circumstances of the late war, that these stores were accumulated principally at the 
following points, viz: New London, in Virginia; Philadelphia; West Point, on Hudson River; and Springfield, 
on Connecticut River; allfof which, perhaps, excepting Springfield, are improper places for permanent magazines. 

The important characteristics for magazines and arsenals seem to be perfect security against enemies, internal 
and external, blended with an easy access by water. The expense of land aon ay ar of heavy articles, for a 
series of years, compared with that by water, renders the latter quality indispensable for a magazine. 

The situation of New London, being destitute of water communication with the ocean, is not a proper place for 
a permanent magazine, and it would seem therefore necessary that some other position should be sought on James 
River, more suitable for the erection of proper buildings. : ts 

It may be questionable whether a populous city is a proper place for the repository of large quantities of military 
stores, on account of the accidents to which such places are liable by fire and other causes. Hence it is intended that 
a part of the stores, now deposited in Philadelphia, shall be removed to some safe position higher up the Delaware. 

West Point, on Hudson River, although a precious link in the chain which binds the States together, has, on ac- 
count of the well known navigation of that river, and the easy access from the ocean, been considered as an impro- 
per place for an extensive magazine. For this reason part of the surplus stores have been removed temporarily to 
Albany. 

Daring the late war a number of valuable brick buildings were erected at Carlisle, in Pennsylvania, as well for 
the reception of stores, as to accommodate a number of workmen in the Ordnance Department; but these buildings 
were not much used after the apprehensions of invasion subsided, owing to the expense and delay occasioned by the 
land transportation. The same causes still prevent their use in any considerable degree. . 

The situation of the United States would seem to require, that three capital magazines should be established per- 
manently, one for the southern, one for the middle, and one for the eastern States, with such subdivisions as 
may be deemed indispensable for general use. ’ , f 

it would also seem to be a dictate of sound national policy, that the United States should always possess one 
hundred Geanne arms placed in their respective arsenals, and that the battering and field artillery and ammunition 
should be in ample proportion. ss , aid : . 

It is presnimed that all the cannon, arms, and ammunition required by the United States, might be fabricated 
among ourselves. It is possible the expense may be 2 ped than if the articles were imported, but this circumstance 
is not of such moment as to be compared with the solid advantages which would result from extending and perfect- 
ing the means upon which our safety may ultimately depend. 


I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


H, KNOX, Secretary of War. 
The Preswent of the United States. 
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Return of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at Spring field, Massachusetts, 





























Brass Ordnance. Paper Cartridges. 
6 pounders, - - - - 56} 18 pounders, - - - - 726 
3 pounders, - - - - 10/12 do - - - - 727 
| 6 do - ‘ . - 100 
Howitzers. 4 do. - - - - 970 
| 3 do - . : < 80 
8 inch, - - - - 2 
Do. unfinished, - - - 1| Fuzes Filled. 
54 inch, -, - - - BY t. 

Do. unfinished, - - : 1 | 13 inch, - - 2,171 
43 inch cohorn and bed, - - - 1} 10 do. - - - - 978 
Iron beds for 13 inch mortars, - - 4| 8 do. - - - - 978 

| 53 do. - - - - 1,487 
Travelling Carriages. | 
Muskets, &c. 
4 pounders, long, - : - 
6 pounders, short, - - - 28 | New French arms, - - 6,678 
63 inch howitzers, French, - - 2 Old do. do. - - - 65 
|Carbines, —- : . - 298 
AMMUNITION. Pistols, - “ - - 495 
Shot Strapt. Swords. 
9 pounders, - - - - 259 Brass hilted, - . “ - 406 
6 §6do. - - - - 192}| Marine cutlasses, - - - 110 
4 do. - - - 1,244 
3 do. - - -~ 457 Military Stores. 
Canisters Filled. Ammunition wagons, ; + +o 
or Do. ‘ boxes, - - - 267 
12 pounders - - - 344 orms, of sorts, - - é 16 
9 ” _  - - - - 449} Trail and common handspikes, - - 88 
6 = do. - - - - 368 | Kegs yellow paint, poo in oil, - - 3 
4 do. - - - - 554 | Cask Spanish brown, - - - 1 
3 do. - - - - 683} Do. red lead, . ° ° 1 
Gun worms, - - 3,529 
Quilted Grape. Sword belt, - ° ° . 1 
Bayonet belts, - - - 21 
9 pounders, - - - -  18/ Iron bottoms for grape, - - - 344 
4 do. - - - - 44|Handsaws, - ° < * 2 
Yards duck, - - - - 8 
Tron Shot. Bullet pouches, old, - - - 369 
Carbine rods, chests, - - - 2 
24 pounders, - - - 2,159 | Gun rods, do. - - . 6 
18 _—s do. - - - 3,535 | Tent, - - - : 1 
. —- -« ° : -  300/ Scales and weights, pairs, - - 2 
4 do. - - - 3,500 | Scales, without beams, - - - 1 
3» do. - - - 1,054 | Tin end pieces for cartridge boxes, - 1,370 
Tin cases, for _ do. do. - - 298 
Shells. Cartridgé boxes and belts, - - 271 
Chests of cannon cartridge paper, - - 7 
8 inch, ° - - 4,985 | ‘Tube boxes, - - - 38 
53 do. - - - 5,829 | Fire hook, one, - - wt. lb. 80 
Turners’ tools, sets, - - - 1 
Powder. “ae Beds for 13 inch mortars, unfinished, - 6 
Rammer heads, of sorts, - -° 61 
Barrels, - - - - 1,393 | Sponges, for 4 pounders, - - 29 
Half barrels, : - 22 | Lintstocks, - - - - 11 
Musket cartridges, - - 74,799 | Portfire stocks, - - - 14 
Sheep skins, - - - + 2 
Powder horns, - - - 847 Laboratory chests, - - - 1 
‘Tompions for 4 pounders, - - 45 
Musket Ball. Worms and ladles, - - - 6 
Rope, 34 inch, fathoms, - - - 10 
Boxes, 100 lb. each, - - - 161 | Copper hoops, - - lbs. 187 
Do. __ 1 Ib. ball, - - - 37 Saltpetre, barrels, - - - 
Do. grape shot, 2, 3, and 4 ounces, - 153 Empty tubes, - - 4,381 
Fuzes, 13 inch, not fixed, - 1,184 
Lead, 211 bars, - - lb. 20,268 | Copper ladles, sorts, - - - 48 
Flints, ° : - 815,115 | Emery, pounds, - - -- ill 
Tin lanterns, - - - 5 
Cylinders. Buckles for pouches, - - - 649 
Ciasps for do. - - - 
24 pounders, - - - 369) Fronts for do. - - - 20 
12~=s do. - - - - 993| Hooks for do. - - - 34 
9 do - - - - 180) Wheels for 4 pounders, - - - 
6 do - - - - 946| Do. for 3 pounders, - - 5 
4 do. - - - 6,150| Do. for wagons, - - - 12 
3 do. - - - 2,400} Do. for travelling forges, - - 4 
Do. partly made, - - - 9 
Caps. Carriage cheeks in the rough, - - 47 
Wagon tops, - - - - 2 
24 pounders, - . - 477 | Wagon boxes, - - - 20 
12. do. . ° . - 355 | Slowmatch, hhds. - - - 2 
6 =§6do. - - - - 146| Felloes, - - - - 600 
4 do. - - - 1,644 | Grindstones, : - - 2 
3. do. - - - - 920] Chests of iron gun mounting, : - 7 
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Cask tin, - - : 1 | Boring mill, - - ° ° 1 
sary cases for 6 pounders, - - 180} Limbers framed, not ironed, - - 5 
0. for 4 pounders, : - 136 | Augers, - : - - 8 
Copper and laboratory kettles, - - 1} Anvil, ° . ‘ m 1 
ge screws, - : - - 3 | Armorer’s tools, set, - - - 1 
Large screw plates, - - 3 | Bench vices, - . - 5 
—— gun a - - - 168 
rimstone, pounds, - - - 300 D ed Stores. 
Nee sage dozen, 4 acif - - - 70 —— min 
ortfire moulds and drifts, - 1 | Old cartridge boxes ‘ f a 
Gun locks, old, . - iT... - ‘ ey 
iron hooks and thimbles, - - 14 Jockey caps, i . 20 
fron chains, - ? : 5 | Powder, barrel, - - 1 
Gun slings, - : : - 21 | Old camp kettles, - - : 7 
Drum sticks, - - - 1 | Drum, - eo . ‘ 1 
Fifes, E 4 : z 2) Arm chests, - - - - 67 
- stoves, - “ . . : 
ron pots, - ° . Armorer’s sho - - : 1 
Spokes, - - - - 5,300 Blacksmith’s 0. , : - - 1 
arness maker’s do. - - - 1 
Jmplements. Coal house, - = - - 1 
Blacksmith’s bellows, —- - - 1 | Travelling forge, unfinished, - - 1 
Beck irons, - - - - 1! Backs for travelling forges, - - 14 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores, deposited at West Point. 
Brass Ordnance. 12 pounders, - - - - 231 
: . 9 do. = = 2 - 78 
24 pounders, dismounted, - - 3 
12 do. mounted, - - 3 Round Shot. 
12 do. dismounted, - - 8 
6 do. do. : - 7 | 24 pounders, - . : - 1,466 
4 do. do. - - 19} 18 oO. - - “ if 2,778 
3 do. do. - - 1 do. too large for the gauge, - 1,391 
12 do - - - ~ 4,137 
Iron Ordnance. 9 = too large for the gauge, - 220 
24 pounders, dismounted, - . 6|¢ > ‘ a : : ane 
iss do. mounted, - . 214 ; ° a 
1s do. dismounted, - - 22) 9 de 7 an 
12 do. 4 = - - 3 " ’ 
12 ~~ do. ba 0. - ‘ 2 . 
9 do. do. ‘ oe Strapt Shot. 
6 do. 0. - - 2] 04 ’ : : 
1 do. do. - oe” oa: . 
3 do. do. . - 4/18 do. -: * - - 7 
2 do. do. . - 21g do. fixed, - . 233 
Howitzers. 9 - ‘hen Pa j ‘ “36 
8 inch, brass, dismounted, - - pees ro . . 7 il oo 
5 do. do. do. - - 5 4 do. fixed, ? 2 K 1,349 
Iron Mortars. : | “ten . ris 
13 inch, mounted, . : 2 do. unfixed, - - - 771 
Brass Mortars. Grape Fixed. 
10 inch, dismounted, - - 919 pounders. - ° ° . 
Mortar beds, good, —_- - ; 716 po _—" . . ; : p 
8 inch, dismounted, - - 1} 4 , " » Va 
5% inch, mounted, - - 2) do. , S , . 65 
do. ae, - - 8 
42 do. 0. : . 7 
M ortar beds, good, - . 4 Grape unfixed. 
8 inch mortar » good, - - 98 pounders, - ; : . 
Shells. 18 do. . - - - - 344 
, 12 do - - - - = 
13 inch, - - : - lig do - . - - 1 
10 inch, - : : - 4991 6 do = - . . - 345 
8 do. ° " . - 1,562 | 4 do. = = - - - 187 
5$ do. - . . - i> @& « : - 257 
43 do. ’ : ; - 64) Loose Grape, - - barrels, - 11 
Travelling Carriages. Case fixed. 
24 pounders, good, - - - 3 
iss do. do. - - 10 | 24 pounders, - - - . = 
12 = do. do. - - - 5/12 do - - . - 119 
4 do. do. - + - 1|9 do. - - : a 
8 do. - - e 10 
AMMUNITION. Case Shot Sixed. 
Bar Shot. | 6 pounders, - - - - 1,949 
24 pounders, - - : - mre do. = - - - - 2,393 
is do - - - - 47/3 do. - - - - 921 
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Case unfixed. Rampart arms, : - - 348 
Carbines, ss - - . - 468 
24 pounders, - . - - 108 | Pistols, - ‘ : - 69 
18 —s do. - - > 
12 do - - - - 180 Ladles. 
6 do. - - - - 491 
4 do. - - - - 393 | 24 pounders, - - : . 4 
3 do. ‘i ° - - 193})18 do. - - - 39 
* . . 12 do. sa - . 24 
Garrison Carriages. 9 do. - - - 15 
6 do. - - é & RK 
24 pounders, - good, - - 6|4 do. - - ° - 
18 —s do. - - ‘do. - - 7/83 do. - : - 69 
12 = do. - - - - 18 | 2 do. - - . te 9 
9 do. - - - - 2 
6 do. - - : 16 Worms. 
Paper Cartridges, empty. pene, - “ te 4 15 
° - - 66 
24 pounders, - - ° - 5,680/12 do - - - - 4 
18 — do. - - - - 14,533 | 9 do. - - . ‘ 45 
12 = do. - - - - 6,633 | 6 do. - - . ‘ 68 
9 do. - - - - 3,805 | 4 do. - . : - 39 
6 do. - - - - 3,758 | 3 do. - ° m é 57 
4 do. - - - 4,721 
3 do. - - - - 2,345 Case shot. 
2 do - : - : - 559 | 
10 inch, - : . - 2,703 | 8 inch, - - - - 60 
z | 5¢ do. - - - - 622 
Flannel Cartridges, empty. 48 if wel 
> nders, - - - - 697) Sponges. 
._ . . - 130 ° 
4 ae . . - - pounders, - - - - 
5% inch, - - - - 150 do. - - . - 
42 do. : - - - 202 3 do. - - - - 
9: do - - - . = 
Caps. 6 do. - - - 10 
4 do. - : a - 8 
24 pounders, - - - - 8818/3 do. - - . - 10 
12 do - ° : - 2,065;2 do - - - - 
6 do. - - - - 525 | 10 inch, - - ° ‘ 45 
8 do. - - - » 
Cylinders 5$ do. - - - a 
42 do. - - “ ‘ 7 
- pounders, - - - - 900 
do. - - : - 1,850 Bayonets. 
ry do. - - - - 793 Sine 
re, - - - - 1,748 
Fuzes — - - e 14,006 
pears, - - - 641 
13 inch, - - - - 1,128 | Swords, - ° ‘ - 389 
10 do. : - - - 4,931 do. scabbards, - - . 40 
8 do. - - - - 5,633 | Espontoons, - - an @ 
42 do. . - - - 1,075 : 
Cartridges. 
Powder 
Musket, = - : - 318,415 
Double barrels. . . - 146] Blank, - - - 19,115 
Single do. - - - 762} One pound paper filled, - m s 
Half do. - - 2,123 | Pisto - - - 2,734 
Pounds, - - - - 4 
Meal, - : - cwt. 6.0.19 Military Stores. 
Tins. Limbers to 12 pounders, - - - 2 
Do. 18 do. - « é 5 
Boxes, - - 2 Do. 24 =«do. - - » 1 
Barrels for cartridge boxes, - - 1 | 53 inch mortar beds, good, - - 2 
Barrels, - - - 2 | Lambers to 8 inch mortars, - a 7 
Sheets, = 7 $i 362 Oil — She h - m 13 
Bags for grape shot, - - - 72% 
Instruments, and a book. i, . - pounds, - 201 
; Sulphur, - - - do. - 238 
Brass cali 11 pairs, - - 1|Saltpetic, - - - do. - 6 
Wooden - - - 2 | White lead, - - ‘do. -° 99% 
Fuze name, - - - - 1 | Spanish brown, - - de. = 
Brass shot gauges. - - set, - 1 - - do. - 4 
Field engineer, - - - 1 | Iron of a 10 inch mortar bed, - do. - 0 
Flints, . ‘. - 111,9: 
Muskets. Cartouch boxes, - - - 1 
Box of lock limbs, - - - 1 
Stands of arms, - - - 7,058 | Drum shells, - - - : ° 55 
Do. - - without ramrods, - 302 | Drum sticks, - - - pairs, - 6 
French, - - - - 706 | Waist belts, - - - - 653 
oe. - ; - - 12] Frogs for do. - - - - 200 
. - - without ramrods, - 214 | Coils slow match, - - -. Il 
Rifles, - - - - 5 | Gun worms, - - - - 477 
Smooth rifles, - - 20} Powder measures, : - - 12 
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Pincers, - - : 1 | Copper ladles, - 35 
Funnels, - - - : 14 | Brass belt buckles, 40 
Gouge bits, - - - 212] Park stakes, 2 
Priming wires, - - - 188] Tins for strapt shot, 40 
Gimlets, - - - 2 | Coffins for false fires, 29 
Screw belts, - - - - A7 _— loose grape, 131 
Fire balls, - - - 29 | Woods for case shot, 517 
Clasps for cartridge boxes, - 1,295 | Do. for strapt do. 704 
Woods for do. - - - 10] Travelling carriages, without boxes or wheels, 11 
Tins, for do. - - - 4 | Carriage wheels, ; 14 
Gunner’s belts, - - - 74 | Limbers, 2 
Haversacks, | - : - 56 | Copper hook for the ma gazine, 1 
Lantern - - - 1 | Powder trays, ; 4 — 
Lintstocks, - - - - 303] 10 inch carcass shells, ; 1 7 
Portfire stocks, - - - 258 | Steel ramrods, 600 
Lead aprons, . 129 
Powder horns, 473 Jmplements. 
Drudge boxes, 19 
Tube do . . 42] Mallets, 92 
Tubes filled, . 4,826 | Shell scrapers, 47 
Do. empty, . 6,222 | Hand bellows, 3 
Fuze sets, 113 | Pair canhooks, 1 
Shell hooks, 45 | Anvils, 6 
Kit ladle, 1 | Boxes smith’s tools, 2 
Cannon spikes, 87 | Chest with carpenter’s tools, 1 
Copper pans, 7 | Trail handspikes, ; . 16 
Scale beams, 5 | Handspikes, “ s . 182 
Sets scales, 3 | Screw drivers, . ‘ 2 
Sets weights, 2 | Hand vices, 2 
— rope 818} | Tomahawks, 45 
Budge barrels, 33 —— 9 copper vices, 3 
Elevating screws, 5 o. do. knives, 2 
Linch pins, 64 Do. do. adzes, 2 
Washers, 54 
Sep square keys, . Damaged Stores. 
Gins, 
Iron gin Bigens, 9 | Round shot 6 pounders, 60 
Woolen do. 24 Do. 12 do. 52 
Pair of blacksmith’s bellows, ; 1 Do. 18 do. 233 
Port fires, . 1,416 Do. 24 do. 7 
Sponge caps, 109 | Single barrels powder, 19 
Gun locks, 79 | Half barrels do. 3 
Tackle block, 1 | Muskets, 8,617 
Tin canisters, 115 | Bayonets, 2,617 
Sets men’s harness, 33 | Carbines, 112 
Sets drag ropes, 122 | Pistols, 407 
meng am, 41 | Blunderbusses, ‘ ‘ ¥ 3 
Sponge 112 | Wall piece, ‘ ‘ A 1 
en = 739 | Swords, ‘ P ‘ 62 
Junk do. 165 | Smith’s vices, 4 
Wooden tube boxes 54 | Flints, 15,942 
Fids for grape, 1,040 | Sets men’s harness, 14 
Tompions, 184 | Fuzes, 2,885 
Packsaddle, 1 | Lanterns, 23 
Horsemen’s swivels. 114 | Sets drag ropes, 5 
Wagons, 2 | Tubes, ° 3,378 
Tumbrels, 15 | Portfires, "B52 
Divel, 1 | Tumbrels, 2 
Empty fuzes, 1,575 | Travelling forges, 3 
Wooden tube boxes, 54 | 8 inch carcasses, 56 
Fire balls, 248 | Gun worms, 81 
Smith’s vice, 1 | Gunslings, 101 
Hair pouches, 248 | Fort cartouch boxes, . a 
Stands of colors, 5 | Cartouch box belts, . 1,486 
Sets of mounting, 8 | Dragoon do. "aT 
Cannon searchers, 4 Bayonet scabbards, él 
do. slings, 2 | Drumshells, 1 
Crucible, 1 | False fires, 45 
Tin canteens, 403 | Fites, . 6 
Bayonet belts, 590 | Cartouch boxes . 4,292 
— or 199 | 53 a. oy on sabes , 2 
sto 0 301 ) Travelling forge, and howitzer timber wh 
Sword blades, 1,023 neta - 4 —_, . 
Straps for tompions, 11 | Pounds of powder, 3233 
Hand grenade shells, 170 | Gin, 1 
Flat formers for cannon cartridges, 17 | Iron gin blocks, 2 
Round do. for do. 15 | Size board for cannon shot, 1 
Musics a. ; 152 a carriages, 1 
es for drag ropes, . 179 annel cartridges empty, . : 
Wooden marline splliee, : 2 | Musket cartridges, Pty, J P 91,457 
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Return of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at Fort Rensselaer, and its Dependencies. 











Tron Ordnance. 


9 0. 

6 = do. do. 
4 do. do. 
3 do 

6 

3 


do. 0. 


12 pounders, mounted, 
d do. 


, 0. 
do. comgaaen, 


,*%. 8 42-S.3 @ 


Brass Ordnance. 


42 mortar, mounted, 


Round Shot. 

12 pounders, - - 

9 do. - - 

6 do - - 

4 do - - 

3 do. - - 

6 and 9 pounders, at Fort Schuyler, 

Strapt Shot. 

12 pounders, fixed, - 

6 ” do. ’ do. - 

3 do. do. - 

12 do. unfixed, - 

6 do. do. - 

3 do. do. - 

Case Shot. 

12 pounders, fixed - 

9 - do. do. : - 

6 do. do, - 

3 do. do. - 
12 = do. unfixed, - 

9 do. do. - 

3 do. do. - 


6 pounders, unfixed, 


Grape Shot. 


Flannel Cartridges. 


12 pounders, filled, 
9 = do. do. 
3 do. do. 


Paper Cartridges. 


6 pounders, filled, 
3 do. do. 

12 do. empty, 
9 do. do. 
6 do. do. 
4 do. do. 
3 do. do. 


8 inch, - 
42 do. filled, 
Do. do. empty, 
Fuzes, - 


12 pounders, 
do. 


9 o 
6 do. - 
4 do. - 
3 do. - 


12 pounders, 


Shells. 


mm Co CO 09 83 Go 0D 


165 
550 
1,515 
216 
96 
120 


51 
31 
73 
28 


27 


62 
119 
65 
121 
25 
15 
16 


21 


Cow@ 


12 
58 
263 


88 
33 


120 
65 


wm mm Oo 8D CO 











wrens 
[5 
i) 
oe 8 § 


12 pounders, 


Ses 5 


Sponges. 


Military Stores. 


Spare garrison carriage, 


Lead aprons, 
Tubes, - 
Portfires, ~~ 
Portfire stocks, 
Lintstocks, - 
Slow match, . 
Gunner’s belt, 
Priming wires, 
Gouge bits, 
Cannon spikes, 
Drag ropes, - 
Sheep skins, - 
Twine, - 
Junk - 
Raw hides, - 


in, - 
Wooden gin blocks, 
Powder horns, 
Stands of arms, 
Cartridge boxes, 
Musket cartridges, 
a Do. do. 

aper, - 
Thread, ® 
Budge barrel, 
Drudge boxes, 
Kit brush, - 
Kit ladles, - 
Tin funnel, - 
Powder measures, 
Fuze, - 
worms, 

oose grape, 
Tube box, 


Hammer, 
Pincers, 
Handspikes, 
Chisel, 
Mallet, 


Damaged Stores. 


Muskets, 
Bayonets, 
Gun barrels, 
Gun locks, 
Guards, - 
Beech plates, - 


blank 


ree Pe Re ee Se 2 PET He wt 


od 


Implements. 


3 pound empt veonteidene 
po PF da ges, 


6 pound fill 
9 pound case shot, 


12 pound strapt shot, do. 
Tubes, - 


Cartridge boxes, — 
Musket cartridges, 


nnel do. 


fixed, 


6 pound case shot, fixed, - _ 
9 pound empty paper cartridges, 


2 2.2 £22 3 5 £4 8-8 ao Va 


skeins, 
hhd. 


quires, 26 


boxes, 29 
1 


mm 9 et CD 2D Or wD = or 290 


S z 
#F ae oe) 
RIAHNwHSeBDoansox~ 


a 
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1,392 
1,320 
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set, 1 
sets, 2 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. {1793. 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at Philadelphia. 
Brass Ordnance. Arms. 
Howitzers, 8 inch, mounted, - - 2 | Muskets, - - 11,434 
23 do. do. - 2 | Fusees, . : ° 14 
Cannon, 4 pounders, do. - 6 | Rifles, - - m 110 
3 do. do. - - 1 | Carbines, - - - 1,032 
2 do. do. : - 1 | Blunderbusses, - - - 43 
Howitzers, 2? inch, dismounted, = - : 2 | Pistols, - - ° 251 
Mortars, 44 inch, do. - - 11 | Gun slings, - *. - 300 
53 do. do. - - 9 | Cartouch boxes, : - - 1,600 
8 do. do. - - 2) Flints, - - - 592,450 
10 = do. do. - - 10 
13. do. do. - - 3 Powder. 
16 do. do. - - 1 
Cannon, 3 pounders, do. - : 1 Single barrels, in the magazine at French Creek, 150 
4 do. do. - ° 3) 2% 0. do. do. do. 13 
9 do. do. - - 4}3% do. do. do. do. 20 
Fy do. do. do. do. 12 
Tron Ordnance. Double barrels, i in the magazine at Schuylkill, 17 
; Single do. = do. do. do. 36 
24 pounders, mounted, loaned to State of Pennsylvania, 5 do. do. do. do. 515 
18 do. do. do. do. do. 3 i do. do. do. do. 1 
12 do. do. - - - 28 
Howitzers, 34 inch, dismounted, - - 47 Lead. 
Cannon, 12 pounders, do. “ - 1 
9 86do. do. - - 6 | Weight of lead, - 71 ton, 15 c. 0 qr. 18 Ib. 
6 do. do. - - 10 | Musket ball, 53 boxes, of 100 
4 do. do. - - 2 net each, is s*= ¢* ef ge 
1 do. do. . - 5 c 
anteens - ° - 363 
Shells. Haversacks, - - 2,440 
Drums, - ° m 21 
Hand grenades, - ° - 966 | Do. cases, : . ‘ 20 
10 inch shells, - - - 4,562 | Do. pairs of sticks, ‘ : . 39 
8 do do. - - - 1,360] Do. cords, “ ° * 4 
44. do. do. - - - 138 | Do. heads, - ° ‘ 16 
Do. shells, - : . 12 
Cannon Ball. Fifes, - . ‘ 21 
Brushes and wires, - . - 3,535 
24 pounders, - - - 209 | Camp kettles, - ; 4 42 
do. - - 6,938 | Sergeant’s swords, - - - 2,240 
‘ do. . - - 20,147| Do. belts, . . ; 80 
6 do. - . - 3,352 
9 = =do. - - - 3,275 Horsemen’s Equipage. 
12 do. ~ - - 5,543 . 
18 do. - - - 3,649 | Saddles complete, - - - 495 
24 «do. - - - 958 | Bridles, - “ e 495 
32. do. - - - 27 | Halters, - . . 495 
Pounds of grape shot, - - - 96,912] Valises, - - - 495 
Nose bags, - - - 495 
Bar Shot. Swords, ° ° “ 396 
Do. belts, - - - 495 
3 pounders, - . . 1 : 
6 ~=do. - - - 1 | Fuzes, 10 inch, filled, - - 3,552 
9 do. - . . 203 8 do = - - - 1,670 
12 do. - . - 410 | Do. empty, of sizes, - - 1,900 
18 do. - - : 17 
24 «do. - - : 3 | Adzes, : : - 2 
32. = do. - . - 1 | Ammunition boxes, - - <i 23 
Awl hafts, - - . 50 
Case Shot Unfixed. Do. blades, - . 44 
Auger, - : és 1 
2} pounders, - : 52 | Axe-eye wedges, - - . 2 
3 do. - - - 98 | Brands, - n 95 
4 do. - - - 1,412) Bayonet mandrills, - ° ° 3 
6 do. - - - 64 | Do. _—— - . . 126 
9 do. - - 66 | Do. fi - ° - 742 
12 do. ° - - 175 | Do. soc * : ° . 133 
24 «do. ° : - 1 | Book cases - . ° 2 
5% inch, - - - 9 | Brass pistol barrels, = - ~ . 380 
8 do. - - - 47 | Breech wrenches, - - ° 5 
Bullet nippers, - ‘ 6 
Grape Shot Unfixed. Do. moulds, - - 22 
Button do. - - . 2 
: pounders, . - - 1,668 | Brass weights. - ~ . 8 
do. - - - 2,045 | Belt buckles, - - - 3,430 
é do. - - - 1,040} Boring bits, - : ‘ 2 
9 §6do. - : . = race, i cand) - - - 10 
12 do. : : - 53 | Bags, (small san - - - 9,100 
Back and belly bands, “ +. a 
Round Shot, Strapt, Unfixed. Buff belts, - . . 11 
: Blocks for horsemen’s caps, - . 20 
3 pounders, - - - 724 | Bridle bits, - ° o 3 
4 do. - - - 613 | Bands for spears, - - . 31 
6 = do. - - - 747 | Bellows pipes, - . . 4 
9 = do. - - . 12 | Breast plates, - - - 4 
12 do. - : - 446 | Brace stocks, - - - 6 
24 «do. - - - 9 | Ball patterns, - - . 




















1793.) RETURN OF ORDNANCE, ARMS, AND MILITARY STORES. 51 
Return of Ordnance, §c. at Philadelphia—Continued. 

Blind bridles, - - - 2 am cartridge cnn, 240 
Bolts, with keys, - : 15 | Mark ing. irons, 7 
Buckles for halters, - - - 380 | Mail pillions, 6 
Barrel scraper, - - - 1 | Mortars for composition, 1 
Breechings, - - - 12 | Marlinespikes, 24 
Box handles, - - - 13 | Needles, 20,000 
Buttress, - - . 1 | Nest of weights, 1 
Bundles of reeds, - - - 22 | Nail tools, 21 
Cannon wads, - : - 936 | Nose caps, 105 
Do. scra - - - 1 | Oil stone, : 1 
Caps and cylin ~~ - - - 3,000 | Pistol locks, , 17 
Cannon drifts, - - - 7| Do. trigger plates, : 49 
Cutting knives, : - - 2| Do. caps, ‘ 1,050 
Copper pump, - - - 1| Do. thumb pieces, . 7 
Canvas valise, - - - 1} Do. side plates, ° 59 
Drills, - - - 2| Do. pipes, ; 1,741 
Do. bow, - - - 1| Do. stocks, : 2,800 
Do. stock, - - 1| Do. cock pins and j jaws, ‘ 400 
Desks, - - - 5| Do. guards, ‘ . 47 
Drawers, - - 10 | Do. cocks, , 160 
Drawing knives, - - - 12/| Do. hammers, ‘ 100 
Espontoons, - - - 2| Do. main and side springs, ‘ 400 
Werrales for tool weeny - - 30 | Do. lock pins, ‘ 700 
Fascine hatchet, 1 | Pairs of scales, " 3 
Frows, 13 | Do. _ stirrup irons, 510 
Fire fenders, , 2} Do. horse shoes, 7 
Fire balls, ‘ 209 | Do. drum hooks, 1 
Gouge bits, ‘ 44 | Do. fire tongs, 2 
Gin, tackle, and blocks, | : 73 | Do. andirons, , 2 
Grindstone 1| Do. ox shoes, . 49 
Gins, with blocks, 2| Do. handcuffs, 7 
Gun worms, 12,365 | Paper cartridges, sizes, 11.144 
Grenadier’s match pipes, 20 | Portfire stocks, 59 
Halberds, ‘ 25 | Priming wires, 100 
Hooks and thimbles, 17 | Powder horns, with straps 443 
Hatchets, : 12 | Powder proof, 1 
Hinges for spears, 9 | Plane, 1 
Hoe, 1 | Palms, 2 
House chairs, 9 | Pincers, 3 
Horseman’s tent, 1 | Padlock, 1 
Hinge hooks, 4 nage writin paper, 600 
Hand hmgg 1 . musket C paper, 1,360 
Hay rake 1 | Quadrants, ( wood ) 4 
Iron pisto ol barrels, 190 | Quoiler hooks, a 99 
Do. tripets, 2 mmer sponge, and ladle heads, . 400 
Do. crow bars, 6 | Do. handles, , ; 30 
_ = 1 | Ramrods, iron, ; 100 
1 | Do. borers, . 12 

Path piece, 1 | Do. reamers, ; 12 
Laden, (copper) 104 | Rivets, ; 300 
Lintstocks, 34 | Regulation books, ‘ 33 
Lbs. stone emery, 130 Pocket moulds, . 2 
Do. cannon cartridge paper, 21 | Do. formers and drifts, ¥ 21 
Do. desk furniture, 400 | Rifle sights, ‘ 16 
Do. wrought iron, 224 | Rivets for cartridge boxes, ‘ 100 
Do. steel, 7,840 | Ragstones, 7 2 
Do. black lead, 224 | Rifts, . 7 
Do. antimony, 140 | Rivet tools, ; 1 
Do. yellow ochre, 65 | Star shot, : 350 
Do. sulphur, 30 | Sliding do. ; 13 
Do. saltpetre, 13,440 Sword blades, (old) ’ 110 
Lock plates, 830 | Do. _ belts, unfinished, ‘ 42 
Linings for caps, , 223| Do. do. ‘ ; 165 
Leather portfire cases, . 2 | Do. guards, - 378 
Musket barrels, 300 | Do. blades, forged, . 3 
Do. locks, 4,300 | Saws, ‘ 3 
Do. butt pieces, 1,900 | Smith’s hammers, a 30 
Do. guards, 3,828 | Staves for budge barrels, ‘ 200 
Do. bands, 6,000 | Screw bits, s 40 
Do. cocks, with pins, 1,900 | Set shot gauges, . 1 
Do. do. — without pins, 1,219 | Single do. ; 6 
Do. hammers, 1,405 | Scrapers, ° 3 
Do. pipes, 1,559 | Steel cores, for mounting, , 300 
Do. side plates, 3,385 | Stamps, . . 17 
Do. jaws, 595 | Screw plates, ‘ ° 4 
Do. _ trigger plates, 2,848 | Spring sets, ‘ 1 
Do. ___ trigg Pen 1,159 | Swages, : 26 
Do. side an breech | pins, 18,111 | Sets = Mallets, ‘ 31 
Do. cock pins, . 120 | Do. scale chains ‘ 2 
Do. main and nee springs, . 4,324 | Serpent moulds, . 1 
Do. sears, | 464 | Spindle for a lathe, ‘ 1 
Do. tumblers, 390 | Strap for breech band, ; 1 
Do. bridles, 456 | Spade belt, : 1 
Do. side springs, 4,281 | Spools for wheels, ; 160 
Do. __ breechings, 42 | Standard cases, : 23 
Do. pans, 126 | Sockets for spears, 10 
Do. stocks, 100 | Spears, with handles, 51 
Do. splices, 500} Do. — without do. 300 
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52 
Return of Ordnance, §c. at Philadelphia—Continued. 
Scythe, 1| Weights, 55 
Screws and wipers, 100 | Wood mallets, ‘j an 
Swivels for cartridge boxes, 700 | Do. screws, ’ 
Shell hooks, ‘ 19 | 
Do. scrapers, . 11 DAMAGED STORES. 
Spear and socket for color poles, 1 Ord 
= division colors, 4 rdnance. 
0. tassels, 33 . 
Shot blocks, , 1,500 27 inch brass howitzers, 3 
Scale dishes, 
Scythe <n 95 | Auaers, . ‘ : 
Do. nibs, 78 | BI ~ busses i ‘ 6 
Do. wedges, pad | eewansery er vagy ; ‘ 
Staples, . 130 | Bayonet belts, . 53 
Smith’s tongs, ‘ il = ‘ ’ = 
a el : t : . , 70 | s $ ° ° 
— trees, without —, "> | Camp kettles ; } : 65 
Stove feet. 4 | rum snes, . e ‘ 
Stools, (sitting) 90} Dah orem, a. 
Smith’s vices. 5 annel cartridges, ° . 
: : 1 | Huses, . 106 
—_ pattern, | | Files 136 
Scale beam, ° ayt 
Side bars for carbines, 127 | — kettle, - 
Shot patterns, 42 | ames sed 8 belt, ° : 
Stock buckles, |e . 
faggirs ose Haversacks, 270 
— sizes, es | Horsemen’s spears 15 
Jo. box, ’ 
Trail and handspikes, | _ caps, ° 1,250 
: , as 50 | Lanterns, . 52 
Tin powder measures, * 
Tool handles, 62 | a . = 
Tin cartouch boxes, 200 | ssilles, ° ; 
Do. measures, sizes, 13 | _—— a . oo 
Taps, for screw plates, . 9 | Pla eee, : a 
oe tools, ; 4 | Pistols. ° : 
ailpipe springs 168 | y . 
Tham A rg . 192 | Ramrod borers, ‘ 6 
Tire bales, : 9 Sets men’s harness, . 15 
Tin pipes for cartridge boxes, 200 | a. . 45 
Tacks, ‘ 1,000 Tin sate then — 
- inman’s shears, , 
Tint ‘anteens, : 90 Watering pot, . 1 
Toggles for drag ropes, 400 | Color, ° . I 
Thumb latches, 16 Powd 
Tomahawks, 6 owder. 
Tongue chains, _ , 3 | 3 double barrels, 
Tackle blocks, with hooks, 50 | 14 single do. say 2,800 lbs. 
Do. do. = 60 | 6 = ; do. 
‘Torches for signals, 50 | 2 barre »? 
Tin canisters, 80 | 1 half do. mealed. ; 
Wad hooks, 94 | A quantity of old iron, weight unknown. 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at Carlisle, in Pennsylvania. 
P y 
fron Cannon. _ —_ P . - - 7 
Mealed, pounds - - - 61 
4 pounders, saul . 1 | Musket cartridges, boxes, - - 7 
do, not finished, - 1 | Paper cartridges, bag sizes, - - 720 
es sq = = - - 4436 
Shot. 0. caps, for 0. - - 666 
12 pounders, case, fixed, - 4 Military Stores. 
9 do. - - 18 
4 do. - - 9 | Set of drag ropes, - - ° I 
3. ~6do. - - 26 | Ladles and worms, sizes, - - 8 
6 ae, grape fixed, - 6 ae do. : 4 
3 do. - - 11 intstocks, - - - 4 
12 pounders, grape unfixed, —- 36 | Portfire stocks, = - - . 5 
9 do. . ° 142 | Sponge heads, sizes, - - 118 
6 do. - - 427 | Ladle heads, _ do. - 17 
4 = - - 120 sea nd heads, do. - - 28 
3 0. : - 202 | Tompions do. - - 5 
: 2. : 
3 do. for patéraroes—- 37 | Blocks, of sizes, for round, grape, and case shot, 650 
Pounds of grape, sizes, - 52,224 re. conriagn, not finished, - - 1 
ides for do. - ° . 26 
Round Shot. Old elevating screws, - 3 
Do. wall pieces, = - - ~ 12 
12 pounders, : : 122 | Do. blunderbusses, - . 20 
9 = do. - 1681 | Do. bayonets, - - ° 163 
4 da . ‘ 2095 | Do. _—_ do. scabbards, : 768 
Round shot, strapt. - 152 | Old broken swords, - - 39 
Peed _ er penn “na do. - - 27 
owder. 0. Shot pouches, - - - 12 
Do. Halberds, - - : 21 
Double barrels, - 3 | Do. Espontoons,— - - . 2 
10 | New cartouch boxes and belts, - 29 


Single do. - 
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Old cartouch boxes, without belts, - 1,373 | Old camp kettles, = - - - 27 
Do. gun mony 2 - - - 13 | Pairs of horse shoes, - - 141} 
Do. bayonet belts, - ° - 13} Fire buckets, . - : 50 
Do. gun barrels, = - . - 925| Long pine table, - . - 1 
Do. locks, - - - 1,801 | Pairs of large scales, - - 1 
Walnut gun stocks, - - 919 | Do. small copper do. - - 1 
New French gun locks, - - 447 | [ron weights, 56 Ibs. - - 15 
New Dutch = do. - - 487 28 do. - - 2 
Pikes, with handles, -: - 506 14 do. - - 3 
Do. for light horsemen, no handles, - 310 7 do. - - 2 
Sockets and hinges for’do. - - 310 4 do. - - 1 
Sets bullet moulds, - - 2 3 do. - - 1 
Small _ do - - - 4| Copper weights, 4 lbs. - - 1 
For wall pieces, do. - - 3 1 do. - - 1 
Tomahawks, with handles, = - - 1,007 $ do, - 1 
Do. without do. - - 1,019 
Brushes and wires, - - 41 Implements. 
‘Old flints, | - - . 80 
Do. drum rims and hoops, - - 8| Bellows for travelling forges, - - 3 
Box of forged gun locks, - - 1} Stake anvils of sizes, - : 6 
Portfire cases, = - - - 126 | Machine for boring gun barrels, . 1 
Fuzes drove, 10 inch, - - 41 a wheels and frames, - - 1 
; i do. - - 400 | Small polishing wheels, - - 3 
Sulphur, in hogsheads, - - 21} Old grindstones, = - - - 2 
Do. tierces, - 10 Handbill hooks, - - - 24 
Do. barrels, - 10} Hand barrow, - - - 1 
Pounds of umber, - - « 312 | Cutting knives, - - - 7 
Do. neg - - 300 | Shoemaker’s hammers, - - 8 
Do. paper of cannon cartridges, sorts, 1,620| Plasterer’s tools, - - - 12 
Reams of musket cartridges, - « 2| Handsaws of sorts, . - 9 
Box of small glass, - - e 1 | Shovels, - - - 7 
Sides of tanned leather, | - - 36 | Brickmaker’s flasks, : - 12 
Travelling forges, not finished, . 1| Plamer for do. - - - 2 
Pounds of gun carriage iron, = - - 125 | Copper adze, - - - 1 
Do. of wrought iron, - - 1,680 | Shoemaker’s lasts, - - - 138 
Gun scalps, - ; - - 173 | Lastmaker’s tools, - - - 1 
Pounds of gun carriage nails, - - 20| Box of armorer’s do. - - 1 
Small bells, - - - 1} Small - do. do. - - 1 
Back chains, a - - 7 | Shoemaker’s and saddler’s benches, - 39 
Pounds of new chain links, - - 25| Branding irons, - - - 8 
Bannet sockets, not finished, - - 1,077 | Spatulas, shod with copper, — - - 2 
Hinges and hooks, for travelling forges, - 67 | Pairs of tinman’s shears, - - 2 
Pump borers, - - : 2| Old iron machine, - “ - 1 
Mill irons, - - . 4} Stone mason’s tools, of sorts, - - 24 
Wagon and gun boxes, - - 287 | Powder mullers, - - - 2 
Pounds of block tin plate forged, - 42 
Arm chest with cartouch box leather, - 1 Damaged Stores. 
Do. with old gun furniture, - - 3 
Breech pans, - - : 7| Old guns, - . - 840 
Carriage wheels, not shod, - . 25 Single barrels powder, - - 53 
0. shod, - - 46| Tubes, - - - - 850 
Iron frame, for furnace door, - - 1| Musket cartridges, - . : 628 
Iron pestle and mortar, - - 1} Pounds wrought iron, . - 1,680 
Old writing desk, - - - 1} Old guns, - - - 167 
Old tin canteens, - . . 6| Old locks, - - - 32 
Wooden do. ” - - 11| Large wheels and frames, - : 1 
Old tin tube boxes, - - - 10| Small polishing wheel, - - 1 
Wooden mallets, - - - 101 |-Handsaws, - - - 6 
Pump iron, - - . 1| Pairs of horse shoes, - - 1413 
Old gins and falls, - . - 2} Box of small lasts, - - - 1 
Stove plates, of sizes, : - 11| Old bayonets with scabbards, —- - 50 
Return of Shot and Shells, the property of the United States, at the undermentioned places. 
NEW JERSEY. Shot, 1 pile, - - - 4,125 
Grape, % 5 he 5 
Mount Hope Furnace. Do. - . : 800 
Shells, 10 inch, - - : 2,160 Batsto Furnace. 
8 do. - - - 4,439 
53 do. - - - 4,747 | Shells, 10 inch, - - - 114 
Shot, 18 pile, - - - 6,849 8 do. - - ° 429 
6 do. - - : 3,455 | Shot, 24 pile, - . - 938 
3 do. - - - 140 18 do - - - 1,719 
Grape, - - 20 12 do. - - - 409 
Rockway Forge. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Shells, 10inch, - - - 2,835 
Carcasses,10 inch, = - - - 511 Durham Furnace. 
Shot, 18 pile, - - - 2,265 
12 do. - - - 2,399 | Shells, 10 inch, - - - 293 
9 do. - - - 1,577 8 do. - : - 105 
6 do. - - - 1,103 | Shot, 24 pile, - - - 229 
4 do. - - - 1,134 18 do. - - - 227 
3 do. - - - 1,099 12 do. - - - 45 
8 m 
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54 
Return of Shot and Shells, §c.—Continued. 
Oley Furnace. MARYLAND. 
Shells, 10 inch, - - . 1 Baltimore. 
8 do. - - - 75 | Shells, 10 inch, - - “ 417 
Shot, 32 pile, . ° - 363 | Shot, 24 pile - - - 50 
24 do. - - - 261 18 do. - - - 159 
12 do. - - - 130 12 do. - - - 679 
Berkshire Furnace. Johnston’s Ferry. 
Shells, 10 inch, - = - 902 Shells, 10 inch, ba o 1,876 
do - - - 256 8 do. i 1,348 
Shot, 24 pile, . . - 2 Soe ; ; - 
18 do. - - . 912 z ’ 
12 do. - - - 134 
Cornwall Furnace. Elkton. 
Shot, 12 pile, - - - 3,555] Shells, 10 inch, - . - 3,426 
9 do. - - - 270 
Mary Ann Furnace. 8 do. - - . 969 
Shot, 24 pile, - - : 570 
Grape shot, - - - 15 18 do. - - ° 1,405 
9 do. - - 33 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores, in the States of Delaware and Maryland. 
At ELxton. Damaged Stores at Turner’s Creek. 
fron Ordnance. Garrison carriages, 24 pounders, - 2 
18 pounders, - : - 9 18 do - : 9 
12 do. ° . 13 12 do. - - 10 
9 do. - - - 11 
6 do. : : ‘ At Georgetown. 
2 do. - - 2 
1 do. " - : 1) Garrison carriages 9 lers - ‘ 
. arrisor ges, pounders, 2 
18 Cannonade, 7 ' : 20! Travelling carriages, 24 pounders, - 4 
Vili S ; 18 do. - - 7 
Military Stores. Cannonade carriage, 18 do. - - 1 
Copper ladles, . : 15 | Limbers with wheels,24 do. - - 2 
Sponges and rammers, - - 15 18 +do - ‘ 3 
forms, - . . - 5 12 do. - - 2 
Cartridge cases, - - - 5 6 do - : 1 
Lintstocks, - - - 5| Drag ropes, - - - 17 
Bayonets, - - - 4| Slow match, - - - Ibs. 100 
Cartridge boxes, - - - 13 | Muskets, broken, . 15 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at New London, Virginia. 
Brass Ordnance. WITHOUT CARTRIDGES. 
8 Pounders, - . - - 1 Strapt Shot. 
6 do. - - - . 2 
3 do. : - - : 3 | 12 Pound, - - . - 17 
Howitzers, 53 inch, - - - 1}; 7 do. - - - - 588 
° 3 do. - - ° ie 333 
Carriages and Wheels. 1 Box of mixed, - - - 1 
6 Pounders, - - - 1 Case Shot. 
3 do. - - ‘ e 2 
12 Pound, - - - . 72 
6 do. - - - ° 82 
SHOT. | 4 do. ; ‘ ° 21 
: i 3 do. - - - 106 
Round Fixed. |  Amusette, . . 7 a 39 
Amusette, - * _ 7 36 Howitzers 
12 Pound, - - - - 20 . 
9 do. ; - - 7 2! 8 Inch, - : . . 21 
6 do. : . " - 41,561) 54° do. m - ° “ 48 
4 do. ’ , ' : 26/ 42 do. - . . - 2B 
3 do. - - - - 1,144 ? 
Case Fixed. Grape Shot. 
6 Pound, - - - - 403 | §& Pound, ¥ : i * 5 
4 do. 2 = be as a 6 | 3 do. - - - + 33 
2 do. ; " ‘ ° 487 Box of loose, - - - - 1 
Grape Fixed. Round Shot, Zeose. 
6 Pound, - - - : 98 6 Pound, - - - . 380 
4 do. - : - - 30/ 3 do. - . - ° 360 
3 do. - - - - 66 
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Return of Ordnance, §c. at New London—Continued. 
Shells. Bayonets. 
_ inchs ; ; ; i hd ng cleaning, i 2 - Ae 
Empty 53 inch, - - - 51 onan i ” . bed 
Carcasses 4? inch. - - - 60 Military Stores. 
Fuzes. Congen mene 4 paper, ream, : ° 1 
x . 0 quires : ll 
a fixed . “—_ : : : — Muskct cartridges, dozens in boxes, 25,173 
Do. a de “ . ; 21 Do. dozens of good, included in 
ete @ tn , ° . 620 the casks of damaged, - 11,160 
eS om Pistol cartridges, dozens, - : : 155 
Musket flints, - - ° - 18,250 
CARTRIDGES. Pistol do. - - - 900 
Gun locks wanting cleaning, - : 725 
Flannel Filled. Lock plates, - - . - 136 
a : - 168 Gun swivels, - - - - 1,080 
4 Pounders. - - : 18 Bands, a . . = 580 
> = : : - ii, | Guards, . . - - 950 
12 0. . 13g | Breech pieces,  - ° - - 480 
6 ~=do. : . : - 998 Box of side brasses, - - - 1 
3 do. ° : ; 139 | Boxes of partsof locks, — - - - - 
sievtinem, ©) A 8 inch, - . 331 an 8 moulds, cable, - - - 4 
° = dO. 3 ’ ¥ single, - 5 
Do. 43 do. 7 . - <0 —- ball, boxes: containing 100 each, - 6 
0. chest supposed 1 000 Ibs. : 1 
Paper Filled. Bar lead, pigs, weight of each 150 Ibs. : 5 
55 Screw drivers, - - - 688 
24 Pound, " 5 : 105 | Gun worms, . - - 374 
18 do. . - ° gs | Double shot mould, - - I 
12 do. - - . ose Lead aprons, ° . : - 56 
9 do. - . ‘i 24 Kit, - - - - Ib, 34 
8 do. : ‘ : 158 Kit brush, - - - - l 
6 do. . ? i : Kit ladle, - - - - 1 
Pp uick match, boxes, - ° - 3 
Empty Paper Slow match, - - - Ib. 470 
—_ : : 26 Portfires, - - - - 786 
32 Pound, . ¥ 7s Tubes, sizes, - . : - 3,800 
24 = do. . . ty Tube boxes, sorts, . - - 13 
18 “4 ‘ - : : "958 Drudging boxes, - - - é€ 
- oy : ° é 236 | SPOnses, : : : - 5 
-_* : ‘ ; : 145 a * . . : 7 
Swivel, . . : 650 Men’s harness, pairs, ‘ ; ; "2 
Empty canvas, 9 pound. - 29 Drag ropes, do. ie a ; 6 
ia Priming horns, - - - 23 
—- Gunners no (incomplete) - - il 
= : ‘ = 565 ortfire stocks, ~- - - 19 
; se ‘ ; ‘ - 525 | Lintstocks, i - - - 22 
3 do. 2 2 a ‘ g99 | Fuze engine, - - - I 
4 | oo sets and drivers, sizes, - - 24 
inders. opper measures 0. - - 30 
Gain Grenadier match pipes, - - - 60 
6 Pound : . P . 565 | Do. matches, _ - - - 78 
4 de. i . ‘ - 950 — shot hethene, size, - - 1 
3. do. ‘ . - - 800] Copper hoops, —- : : . 16 
» dé i . P ; 330 | Bullet nippers, pairs, . - - 2 
a of tin, 7 - - - - 189 
. annon cartridge formers, - - - 4 
Rockets. Musket a. ad : : P 
» a - 41 eels, . - - - 3 
Halt ° und - . ‘ 192 | Portfire formers, - - - - 1 
Ser ne ‘ 3 . J 43 | Do. drift sets, - . - I 
— - moulds, - - - - 1 
° 1eves - - * ss 2 
Powder. ree. gauges, set, : : - 1 
242 asting . . im . i 
eee barrels, ss 2 >] Pound o 7 wine, - . - - 1 
3 barrels, - - - . 7 | Earthen jug, ; : ‘ : 
I tesvels . 7 - . 97 | Shot ladle, - - - - I 
2 es Harnessmaker’s benches, - - - 2 
Muskets. Stocker’s rounds, - - 15 
Hollows, . - - 3 
British, wanting cleaning, . - 993 “papocmeg chests, : : 8 
French do. - : - 238 | Aes paint, : s : ; 
Musket barrels, - : ‘ 889 Tackle blocks, pair, - - - I 
Do. with parts of mounting. - 354 wa l as weights, - . ’ I 
Do. with locks, - - 166} Writingdesk, = - : ; ; 
Steel ramrods, - . 151 
Stocks unfinished, - - - 4 Implements. 
Fusee barrels, = - . - Ogee planes, s 
Swords. Grooving plane, pair, 1 
Felling axe, 1 
Dragoon, - - - 66 | Broad chisel, I 
Infantry, - - - 25 | Hatchet, i 
Scabbards, - - - - 61 | Square, i 
- - - 4| Bevil, 1 


Espontoons, 
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Double irons, . 2 Damaged Stores. : 
Screw U. . 1 
Brands U. 8. . 2} Ordnance carriage, ‘ ‘ . 1 
Small chisels, : 5| Boxes of fuzes, ; ° ; 2 
Gouges, ‘ 2| Empty flannel cartridges, . ° ; 220 
Brace stocks, ‘ 2| Muskets, (unfit for service) ‘ . 3,488 
Centre bits, : 2| Musket barrels, _— do. ‘ ‘ 105 
Turner’s tool, ‘ 1| Fusees, do. ; . 38 
Drawing knife, : 1) Light infantry cartridge boxes, ° . 2,000 
Hand hammer, ‘ 1} Cartridge boxes wanting repair, ; ; 867 
Breech wrenches, ‘ 5 Do. _. unfit for service, . . 3,300 
Screw plates and taps, ‘ 2| Musket cartridges, casks, . ° ‘ 105 
Nippers, pair, ; 1 Do. boxes, . , ‘ 24 
w saw, a 1} Gunlocks, . . ° ‘ 100 
Drills, , 3)| Barrels powder, . : ‘ ‘ 14 
Tongs, , 1| Half barrels powder, i ‘ ‘ 37 
Riveting hammer, ‘ 1 | Gunner’s haversacks, ‘ ‘ : 23 
Bench vice, 1| Lanterns, ‘ ‘ . ‘ 3 
Sree hammer, 2)| Files, ; ; ; : 7 
Polishing brush, 1 rums, > p ‘ : 6 
Gunsmith’s tool, 1| Double barrels powder, . , : 45 
Bayonet borers, 6| Pistol cartridges, dozens, . : ¥.% 343 
Cast swage anvil, . 1 
Spoke shave, 1 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at Manchester, Virginia. 
Brass Ordnance. Shells empty. 
6 Pounders field pieces, - - - 2| 8 Inch - . o ‘ 2 
53 Inch, - - . ° 268 
Howitzers. 42 Inch, - : ° ‘ 10 
8 Inch shells, - - - - 69 uzes. 
54 Inch do. - . ° e 46 
42 Inch do. - - - - 100 | 8 Inch, empty, - ° e ™ 16 
53 Inch, fixed, - - - - 76 
Carriages. Paper Cartridges empty. 
; , . , 
- -~% field Naren (incomplete) ; : 2 ‘ Poun d, - 7 _ ; = 
- - 1 0. . : - - 5 
oa. ae. - a] Swivel, : : - 2,110 
18 do. garrison do. - - : 1 
Wheel sizes, - - - - 41 Muskets. 
: Wanting cleanin - - - 6 
Limbers. ony ge < . - - - 52 
utts of, with parts of mounting, - - 24 
18 Pound, 2 7 : ‘ 6 Steel ramrods, - ” - - 32 
6 do. . - . e 3 
Swords. 
Snot. Dragoon P . . - l 
C Scabbards, - - - - 28 
wee. Espontoons, - - - - 50 
os Been ; : ; ; 90 Pikes, - - - - 15 
2 = ’ : : : : 34 Bayonets wanting cleaning, - - 70 
12 do. - - - : 644 1: 
. a : é 2 - 54 Military Stores. 
9 do. . . . 46 ound flag ss - : ° 2 
ins, (incomplete) - - - 2 
Strapt. _ ‘worms, - - - - 25 
ponges, sizes, - - - 172 
24 Pound, - ° . . oan Ladles, ” ‘do. - - - 22 
12 do. : ' . . Worms, do. - - - 54 
Portfire, - - . ‘ 1 
Grape. —— slow match, - - . 75 
ube, sizes, - - - - 550 
24 Pound, i 1 ~ : 7” Box rocket staffs 82, - - - 1 
is do. ; : ‘ : a Men’s harness, sets, - - - 29 
7, | .: > | Bee, © tll 
_ ‘ : we . unner’s belts, (incomplete) = - - 5 
A quantity of loose shot not ascertained. Priming horns, - - - 13 
Priming wires, - - - 10 
Round Shot Loose. Shell hooks, - - - - 7 
Shell scrapers, - - - 8 
24 Pound, - - - - 710 Sheets of tin, - - - - 4 
18 do. - - - - 3,560 Copper hoops, - - - 13 
12 do. - - - - 1,457 Bag shot bottoms for 8 inch howitzers, - 225 
9 do. - - - - 1,900 Sponge caps, sizes, - - - 7 
6 do. - - - - 1,288 Budge barrel, - - J 
4 do. ee y . . 39 Steel spikes, sizes, - « ° 62 
Bar Shot—sizes, - - - 156 Shot ladle, = - - - - 1 
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Return of Ordnance, &c. at Manchester—Continued. 
Box old iron, - . - 1 Cooper’s copper driver, - - - 1 
Pair large scales, - - - 1 Gouge, ° . ° ‘ l 
Washers, - : - - 38 Jack screw, - - - - 1 
Do. with draghooks, - - 10 Brand U.S. - - - - 1 
Trail rings, - « - ° 6 Do. C.A. - ” 2 if 1 
Breast hooks, - - - - 2 Gunner’s punches, “ . . 10 
Linch pins, - - - - 14 0. its, . . . 12 
Trunnion plates, - - - 2 
Wheel box, - - - - 1 Damaged Stores. 
Spades and shovel handles, - - 408 
Beds for cohorns, unfit for service, - il 
Implements. 18 Pound limber, - - : 1 
Muskets, - - - - 16 
Old smoothing plane, - - - 1 Pistols, - - - : 2 
Hollow, - - - - 1 Broken bayonets, - - - 35 
Moving gouges, - - - 4 A quantity of bayonets, belts, and scabbards, 
Chisels, - - - - 3 unfit for service. 
Square, : - - - 1 Locks, - ° 2 . 22 
Cooper’s cross, - - - 1 Cartridge boxes, - - - 80 
Nail tool, - - - - 1 | Tube boxes, - ag 4 x 2 
Buttress, . - - - 1 Tin canteens, - - - 22 
Cole chisels, - - - 4 One budge barrel, - - - 1 
Breech wrench, - - ° 1 Sheep skins, - - - - 24 
Smith’s tongs, - - - 2 Lantern, - - - - J 
Hammers, - - - 2 Drums, - - - - 2 
Smith’s punch, - - - 1 Bugle horn, - - - - 1 
Smith’s anvil, - - 1 French horns, - - - - 2 
Calking iron, - - - 1 Tinman’s shears, : - 2 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at Fort Washington, Western Territory. 
Brass Ordnance. Bayonet belts, - : - 143 
. Bayonet scabbards, - - - 943 
6 Pounders, - - - 3 | Fusees and bayonets, - - 12 
3 do. - - - 5|% inch fusees, —_— - - : 1,000 
Howitzers, 8 inch, - - 1 Cartridge boxes with belts, - - 341 
Ditto, 53 do. - - 2 Do. without do. - - 597 
Infantry boxes and belts, - - 1,060 
Iron Ordnance. Priming wires and brushes, : - 1,855 
Pairs of pistols, - - 15 
4 Pounders, - - . 1 | Horseman’s swords, . - 15 
Cohorns, - - - 2 | Fusees, drove 8 inch, - - 5,564 
Do. do. 5} do. - - 415 
Carriages and Limbers. _Do.  notdrove 5} inch,” - - 500 
Carbines, - - : 10 
6 Pounders, - - . 3| Drums, - - - - 6 
3. do. ° - 4 | Pairs drumsticks, = - : - 5 
8 inch howitzers, - - . 1| Rifles,  - - - - 64 
5i do. do. ° - : 2 | Rifle pouches, - : - 55 
Carriage wheels, pairs, - - 7 | Pouch belts, - - - 125 
Belts and frogs, - - - 35 
Fixed Ammunition. Bugle horns, - - - 10 
._| Arms wanting repair, - : 251 
Rounds of 6 pound grape shot, - 41 | Infantry box belts without boxes, - 15 
Do. of 6 do. strapt shot, - 41 | Old cartridge box belts, - - 372 
Do. of 3 do. do. : - 5 | Biunderbusses, __- : - 15 
Do. of 6 do. case shot, - 3 | Tin boxes of cartridges, - . 1,214 
Do. of 3 do. do. - 3 | Haversacks, - - - 10 
Gunner’s belts, - - - 8 
Unfixed Ammunition. 
Military Stores, &c. 
6 Pound shot, - - - 3,287 
4 do. - - - 2,622 | Sponges and rammers, - - 10 
3 do. - - - 783 orms and ladles, - - - 10 
Rounds of 6 pound grape shot, - 70 | Lintstocks, - - 10 
Do. of 3 do. strapt do. - 60 | Portfire stocks, . - - 465 
Do. of 3 do. case do. - - 12 | Tube boxes, - - - 10 
Do. of case shot for 83 inch howitzers, 19 | Tin lanterns, - - - 12 
Case shot, 53 inch, in kegs, each containing 24, 96 | Trail handspikes, = - - . 10 
Loose grape shot, - ~ - 152 | Lead aprons, - - - 10 
Hand grenades, - - - 262 | Coveringaprons, — - - - 10 
Ammunition kegs iron bound, = - - 4 
Powder. Iron port-fire rammers, - - 4 
4 pound copper measures, - - 2 
Pounds of cannon, - - - 8,203 | Tompions and collars, - - 10 
Do. of musket, - - - 12,7493 | Dipping ladles, - - - 2 
Do. of rifle, - - - 3,0923 | Pounds of lead dross, - - 300 
Powder horns, - - - 49 | Set of ordnance types, - - 1 
Artillery do. - - - 9 | Copper tube, : : : 1 
Pistol cartridges, dozens, - - 506 | New drag ropes, = - - 22 
Old do. - - - 16 
Arms. Men’s harness, 4 
Dark lanterns, ; 12 
Muskets, - - - 689 | Pounds of brimstone, 63 
Bayonets, - - - 831 | Pounds of antimony, 85 
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Return of Ordnance, §c. at Fort Washington—Continued. 

















Gin tackle and rigging, 1 | Sponge skins ‘ ‘ P 12 
Wooden ditto, 1 | Pounds of solder, ' ~ 7 . 104 
Rasps, 2 | Set of tinman’s tools, . . . 
Chisels, 2| Hammer springs, . ; 397 
Scrapers, 2 | Hammers, ‘ : , 260 
Knives for the laboratory. 6 | Sear springs, , ‘ 413 
Pairs of scissors, 20 Mainsprings, : ; 600 
Pairs of shears, 2| Musket cocks with pins, . ‘ 600 
Drawing knife, 1 | Sweet oil, gallons, . ‘ : 30 
Powsler sieves, 4 | Aquafortis, pounds, ‘ ‘ 3 
8 day clock, 1 | Drum snares, ' ‘ 17 
Wooden quadrants, 1 | Mouth pieces for bugle horns, . ; 24 
Astronomical ditto, 1 | Howitzer packsaddles with nec . 16 
Tin funnels, 4 | Sheets of brass, ; 10 
4 pound melting ladles, 2 | Sheets of copper, . ‘ ‘ 22 
Axes for cannon, a 4 | Armorer’s bellows, , I 
Brass portfire mould and clock, 1 | Pounds of spun cotton for quick match, e 20 
Pounds of musket ball, 20,582 | Pounds of portfire paper, 300 
Pounds of lead, ; ; , 3,854 | Reams of brown wrapping paper for cartridges, 99 
Do. of buckshot, ‘ . 615 | Pounds of saltpetre refined, ° ; 100 
Flints, . , : 73,519 | Brass quadrants, without plumbs, ° 5 
Reains of cannon cariridge paper, ; 29 | Set of brass shot gauges, . 1 
Reams of musket ditto. , 40 | Coils slow match, 222 
— of do. ditto. ; ; 9 
eams of packing pee, : : 14 Damaged Stores. 
Gun worms, ? : 1,044 
Screw drivers, : ‘ i 2,113 | Pounds of damaged powder, ° ‘ 2,250 
Shot moulds, ‘ 3 : 3 | Musket balls, ‘ 2,824 
Drum heads, ‘ ; , 16 | Old bayonets, ‘ ; ‘ 240 
Drum cords, ‘ : ; 31 | Old muskets, / ' ‘ 639 
Drum cases, , , . 8 | Fusees and bayonets, ‘ ‘ 3 
Rifle peer blades, : 5 468 | Fusee bayonets, , ; 56 
Rifle ladles, ; P : 13 | Pistols, . a ; : il 
Tomahawks, 7 ; 236 | Belts, . “ ‘ . 15 
Scalping knives and scabbards, ‘ 68 | Scabbards, : ss 15 
Musket bullet moulds, ; ‘ 10 | Horseman’s brass covered caps, . ‘ 46 
Pounds of lampblack, : ; 10 | Swords, . ‘ ‘ ‘ 10 
Buck shot moulds, . . : 6 | Espontoons, : ; ; 21 
Yards of flannel, , : ; 2334 | Rifles, : ‘ ; , 4 
Pounds of thread... , ‘ 45 | Cartridge boxes, ‘ : , 2 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores at Fort Hamilton. 
Tron Ordnance. Dozens Cartridges. 
6 Pounder, - - - . 1 | Musket ball, . . 3 I 
1 do. - - - - 1 | Buckshot, - - - - 547 
Howitzer, 54 inch, . - - 1 | Fusee, - - - - 87 
Pistol, - - - 72 
Carriages. Blank musket cartridges, - - - 5,230 
Rifle powder. —- . - kegs, 23 
6 Pounder, - - - - 1 
1 do. - - - - 1 Military Stores. 
Howitzers, 53 inch, - - - 1 
Limbers, 6 Pounders, = - - . 12 | Garrison flag, - - - - I 
Trail handspikes, - - - 2 
Fixed Ammunition. Lead aprons, —- - . - 2 
Tarpaulins, . - - - 2 
Case, 6 pound, - : - - 1 | Gunner’s belts, - ~ - - 2 
5$inch, - - - - 10 | Portfire stocks, - - - 5 
Grape, 6 pound, - - - - 25 | Lintstock, - - . . 4 
Strapt, 6 do. - - - - 23 | Tube boxes, - - - - 2 
Shells, 54 inch, - - - - 10 | Tubes, - - - - 6 
Portfires, - - - - li 
Unfixed Ammunition. Leather haversacks, - - - 3 
Drag ropes, - - - - 2 
Case, 6 pound, - - - - 60 Drudging box, - - - - I 
Grape,6 do. - - - - 85 | Lantern, - : - 1 
1 do - - - - 12 | Cartridge box belts, . - - 48 
Strapt,6 do. - - . 85 | Bayonet belts, - - - - 25 
Shells, 54 inch, empty, = - - - 33 | Muskets, - - - - 27 
Rifles, - . - - - 41 
Sponges and Rammers. Old swords, - - - - 2 
Powder horns, - - - - 116 
6 Pounder, - - - - 1 | Pouch belts, - - 4 . - 84 
t= do. - - - - 1 | Musket ball, in boxes, - - - Ibs. 600 
Howitzer, 54 inch, - - - 1 | Lead, - - - - lbs. 106 
Canteens, - - - - 17 
Worms and Ladles. Flints, - - - - - 600 
Artillery horns, - - - - 2 
6 Pounder, - - - - i 
1 do. - - - - 1 Damaged Stores. 
Howitzer, 54 inch, - - - 1 
Musket, - - - . 45 
Tompions and Collars. Rifles, - - - li 
Cartridge boxes, - - - - 68 
6 Pounder, - - - - 1 | Drum and pair of sticks, - ° : 1 
Howitzer, 54 inch, - - - 1 
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Return of Military Stores deposited at Fort St. Clair. 






































Musket flints, a - - - - - - - 1,764 
Do. cartridges, - - - - - - . - 7,448 
Do. do. (damaged. ) - - - : - - 3,305 

mite flints, - - : - > - ° ° 200 

powder, - - - - - - - - Ibs. 251 

Bar lead, : - - - - - - - Ibs. 249 

Slow match, - - - - - - - -. lbs. 8 

Return of Ordnance and Military Stores at Fort Jefferson. 
Tron Ordnance. Cartridges. 
6 Pounder, ‘ ° ‘ ° 1{ 6 Pound, blank, - 40 
Howitzer, 52 inch, - - - 1 Musket cartridges, 61 kegs, containing dozens, 4, -_ 
Fusee, do. 3 do. do. 235 
Shot. Pistol, do. - ° m _ 50 
Case 53 inch, r : wal , 2 Military Stores. 
0. o. unfixed, 6 boxes, containing, dozens, ; 
Do. - pound, do. 8 do. do. rounds, 120 See 2 . - - sticks, 10 
Do. 3. do. do. 3 do. do. dozens, 120} Drudging box, - - : L 

Grape S aixed, - - - rounds, 10 Tube box, : " * * . 

3 |b. <A do. 4 boxes, containing dozens, 64 Haversacks, ‘ - « , . 

3lb.do. unfixed, 4 boxes, containing =, 96 pponses, . ; ‘ : : 

- - * y 35 7 4 * - - e 
“can - “do.” _ 2] Musket flints, | - 15,596 
ee s . 
> om 7 — — = a Musket ball, 10 boxes, containing each 100 lbs. 1,000 
— , a es ‘single, - - - 385 
uckshot, . - - - - 130 
Shells. ae match, - - . - lbs. 175 
' ayonets, - - - - 12 
53 inch, fixed, - . . . 5 Lad, - - Ibs. 80 
Do. do. 8 boxes, containing, dozens, 43 | Set of copper scales and weights, - - 1 
Dead shells, 53° ‘inch, - - 2 Drag ropes, we . a = 3 
Sets men’s harness, - . - 2 
Carriages. 
Damaged Stores. 
6 Pounders, - - - - 1 
3 »§6do. - - - - 2| Musket powder, 8 barrels, - - Ibs. 653 
' Rifle, do. 6 = do. - - Ibs. 437 
Powder, - - + 58 Ibs. 107 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at Pitisburg. 
Ordnance. Carbines, do. do. - : - 14 
Fusees, - - - - 3 
Howitzers (brass) mounted, - - as , Espontoon, - - - 1 
6 pounders (iron) do. : - 3 Musicians’ swords and belts, - - 4 
Swords with belts and scabbards, - 46 
Ball. 
Military Stores. 
12 pounders, - - - 1,458 
Ladles, 6 pounders, . - - 6 
Shot. Sticks, portfire, - - 14 
Ammunition boxes, - - - 12 
6 pounders, grape, - - - 80 Tin boxes for cartridges, - - 345 
6 do. canister, - . - 85 Gun worms, - - - - 210 
Case shot unfixed, - - - 140 Brushes and wires, - . - 166 
Box musket ball, - - - 1 
Powder. Reams musket cartrid ge ‘Paper, - - 7 
=~ owder sieves, - - 1 
Double barrels cannon, - - ° 1 glehorns, - - - - 3 
Single do. coarse musket, - - 14 Sheer match, pounds, = - - + 58 
Do. do. fine do. - - 9 Saltpetre, refined, do. - - - 44 
Do. do. do. rifle do. - - 3 Brass shot gauges, set, - - 1 
Tumbrels, - - - - 2 
Arms. Lead, pounds, - - - 13,358 
Sheet lead, do. - - - 171 
Blunderbusses, - - - 10 Rifle flints, - - - - 13,009 
Rifles, complete, - - - 34 Musket do. - - 39,838 
Muskets without bayonets, &c.  - 275 Cartouch boxes without belts, damaged, : 97 
Do. do. locks, - - - 51 
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Returns of Ordnance and Military Stores deposited at Fort Franklin. 


=————— eee — — 








Arms on hand. Military Stores in use. 
Rifles, - - - - 6 Cartridge boxes, + - ~ - 19 
Muskets, - - - - 18 Musket cartridges, - - - 91 
Bayonets, : - - 11 Powder horns, - - - 9 
Flints, - - “ 360 
Musket balls, pounds, - : - 1,500 Smiths’ Tools in use. 
Powder kegs, - - - 10 
Anvil, -.« - « o 1 
Military Stores on hand. Beck horn, - - - : 1 
Sledge, - - - - 1 
Cartridge boxes, ° - - - 24 Hammers, - - - 4 
Musket cartridges, - - - 2,912 Screw plate, - - - 1 
Powder horns, - - - 8 Tongs, *. - ° ° 1 
Bullet mould, - - - 1 Pincers, - - : “ 1 
Melting ladle, - - - 1 a, - - : 1 
Bayonet belts, - - - 44 
Cartridge paper, quires, - - 11 Damaged Stores. 
Steel, pounds, - - - 14 
Iron, do. - - - - 104 Muskets, - . - - 6 
Bayonets, - - - - 7 
Arms in use. Cartridge boxes, - - - 12 
Melting ladle, - - 1 
Rifles. : - - - 10 Bellows, - - - - i 
Muskets, - - - - 21 Vice, - . - - 1 
Bayonets. - - - - 20 Files, - - - 6 
Flints, - - : - 30 





‘Aggregate abstract of the principal articles contained in the foregoing returns. 


























[ron cannon, of different sizes, - - 214} Musket ball, - 6 tons, 16 cwt. 1 qr. 3lbs. 
Iron howitzers, - : - 49} Cannon cartridges, - - 15,263 
Iron mortars, - - - 2|Musket do. - - 905,460 
Iron cohorns, . - - 2 | Pistol do. - - 10,716 
Brass cannon, - - - 153 
Brass howitzers, - - 43 Damaged. 
Besides the last mentioned cannon, there are now 
casting at Springfield, 30 pieces brass ordnance Iron cannon, - - - - 21 
and 20 brass 54 inch how itzers. Brass howitzers, - - - 3 
Brass mortars, - - 63| Muskets, - - - 15,670 
Brass cohorn, - - - 1| Bayonets, - . - - 3,035 
Muskets. - - 31,015 | Pistols, : - - - 423 
Bayonets,  - - - - 4,022 | Flints, - - 15,942 
Pistols, - - - - 805) Powder, barrels, - - - 1363 
Flints, - - - 1,610,119 | Musket ball, - 1 ton, 5cwt. 24 Ib. 
Powder, barrels, - - 4,460 | Musket cartridges, - - 5,137 
Lead, - 87tons, 7cwt. 1qr.18lbs.} Do. do. boxes, - - 94 
Delivered of the principal articles since last General Return, dated 7th October, 1789. 
Brass cannon, - . - . - - - - 16 
Iron Ordnance, - - - - - - - il 
Muskets. forwarded to the army, - - - . - 7,619 
0. do. to the State of Georgia, - - - - - 2,000 
Do, do. — tothe Southwestern territory, - - - 1,000 
Do. sold to the Stateof SouthCarolina, —- - - 600 
Do. tothe Minister of France, 4th October, 1791, for the use of the French colonies, - 1,000 
12,219 
Powder, forwarded to the army, ° - - - bbls. 8444 : 
Do. do. to the State of Georgia, - ~ - - - 75 
Do. do. to the Southwestern territory, - - - - 40 
9593 
Musket ball, forwarded to the army, ° : - tons, 36 10 3 2i 
Do. do. to the State of Georgia, - - - - 3 3116 
Do. do. to the Southwestern territory, - - - 3 22 0 
42163 9 
Pig Lead, forwarded to the army, - - tons, 23 1 1 27 
Do. do. tothe State of Georgia, - - - - 4 51 9 
Do. do. to the Southwestern territory, - - : 018 1 18 
28 40 16 





H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
War Department, December 14, 1793. 
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3d ConGress. ] No. 11. (ist Session. 





PURVEYOR OF PUBLIC SUPPLIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 7, 1794. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and_of the House of Representatives : 


Experience has shown that it would be useful to have an officer particularly charged, under the direction of the 
Department of War, with the duties of receiving, safe keeping, and distributing the public supplies, in all cases in 
which the laws and the course of service do not devolve them upon other officers, and also with that of superin- 
tending, in all cases, the issues in detail of supplies, with power, for that purpose, to bring to account all persons 
entrusted to make such issues, in relation thereto. An establishment of this nature, by securing a regular and 
punctual accountability for the issues of public supplies, would be a great guard against abuse, would tend to ensure 
their due application, and to give public satisfaction on that point. 

I therefore recommend to the consideration of Congress, the expediency of an establishment of this nature, under 


such regulations as shall appear to them advisable. 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 


Unitep States, January 7, 1794. 





3d Concress. ] No. 12. [ist Sxsston. 





PURVEYOR OF PUBLIC SUPPLIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 19, 1794. 


The select committee, to whom was referred the message received from the President of the United States on the 
7th January last, relative to the appointment of an officer for receiving, safe keeping, and distributing the public 


supplies, made the following report: 

That an officer, similar to that contenant by the President’s message, existed during the late war. 

That the effects of order and accountability in the department of military stores were then of such eminent utilit 
as induce a hope in your committee, that similar benefits will result from such an establishment at this time. It 
is of oo“ importance, that the deposites of ordnance and om | stores should be annually visited and inspected; 
and that the quality, as well as the quantity, of such stores should exactly correspond with the returns transmitted 
to the War Office. This object appears the more desirable, if not indispensable, in the present distributed state of 
the public arsenals, which extend from Springfield, in Connecticut, to New London, in Virginia, and which are now 
superintended by persons of little or no accountability. aia 

With the duties of receiving and safe keeping the public supplies, it is also of importance that particular attention 
should be paid to the issues, in detail, of such supplies; and that the officer superintending the same should be 
vested with powers, not only that the application of such — is consonant to the object Government had in view, 
but to call te an account all persons entrusted to make such issues, and to cause a settlement to be thereof made. 

From which considerations, your committee are of opinion, that it is expedient such an establishment should be 
made; and thereupon submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed_to bring in a bill providing for the compensation which will be required 
in the establishment of an office, under the Department of War, for the receiving, safe-keeping, and distributing of 


military stores and supplies. 











3d Concress. } No. 13. [ist Session | 
FORTIFICATIONS, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 28, 1794. 


Mr. Frrzstmmons made the following report: 


The committee directed to report on such of the ports and harbors of the United States as require to be put in a 
state of defence, with an estimate of the expense thereof, report, as their opinion, that the following ports and 


harbors ought to be put in a state of defence, to wit: 


Portland, Maine, New York, 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Philadelphia, 
a Anne, 7 a 
em orfo 
Marblehead, — Wilmington, North Carolina, 
oston, racoke Inlet 
Newport, Rhode Island, Charleston, South Carolina, 
Savannah, Georgia. 


New London, 
9 m 
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That, in their opinion, the fortifications ought to be of a nature to defend the several ports and harbors against 
surprise by naval armaments; and that the parapets of the batteries and redoubts should be formed of earth, where 
circumstances will admit. 

That the several places, to be fortified, be garrisoned by troops in the pay of the United States. 

The estimates, submitted herewith, will show the expense as well of erecting the fortifications, as for providing 
the cannon and military stores, and the aunual expense of supporting the troops. ‘The number of troops to be em- 
ployed, in each port, is likewise specified. 

From these estimates it appears that the sums necessary to erect the fortifications, amount to - $76,053 52 | 

That it will be necessary to provide two hundred cannon, which, together with their carriages, 

&c. amount to - - - - - . ~ - 96,645 00 


Making, together - - $172,698 52 











And that the annual expenses of the troops, necessary to garrison the several fortifications, including pay, sub- 
sistence, &c. amount to - - - - - - $90, 349 25 


It may be proper for the committee to remark, that, in their opinion, it will be necessary, for the security of the 
United States, to provide the number of cannon above specified, even if the fortifications, before mentioned, should 


not be erected. 


An estimate of the probable expense of fortifying the following Harbors in the manner specified: 





























Dollars. Cts. | Dollars. Cts. 
PortLanpd, Maine,* Twelve heavy Cannon. | . 
The formation of a parapet of earth, for twelve pieces, . : ‘ ‘ 375 00 | 
The facing twelve embrasures, at $14 98 each, : ‘ , ‘ 179 76 | 
The expense of twelve platforms, at $25 75, —. 309 00 | 
A redoubt constructed of a form, to be adapted to the nature of the ground, to be equal 
to an hundred feet square, , ‘ ; ; ; ‘ 650 00 | 
A magazine, ‘ . é . 200 00 | 
Embrasures and platforms, for four field pieces, . . ‘ ‘ ‘ 160 52 | 
A block house or barracks, for fifty men, ; 500 00 | 
For pickets, palisadoes, and to provide for ar ticles difficult to foresee or enumerate, ‘ 375 00 
2,749 28 
Portsmoutu, New Hampshire, Fifteen Pieces. ; 
A parapet, for fifteen pieces, ‘ , ‘ ‘ 468 75 
Embrasures and platforms, ” fifteen pieces, at $40 73, . : . ‘ 609 95 
A redoubt, , ‘ ‘ ‘ . 650 00 
Embrasures and platforms, ‘ . : ; . ¥ 160 52 
A magazine, ° ° . . : 5 : 200 00 
Block house or barracks, . : : ; . . 500 00 
Pickets, palisadoes, and contingencies, , , , . , 375 00 
2,964 22 
Care Ann, Eight Pieces. 
Expense of the construction “ the parapet, oom, = patio, ‘ ‘ 573 84 
A block house, , ‘ ° : 500 00 
A magazine, . ‘ . . . a ‘ P 200 00 
Contingencies, . : . : : R B . 150 00 
; 1,423 84 
Satem, Light Pieces. 
The expense the same, ‘ ‘ : ‘ ‘ : P 1,423 84 
Marsieneap, Light Pieces. 
The expense the same, ° ° ‘ ° , ‘ : 1,423 84 
Boston, Castrie Istanp, Thirty-six Pieces. 
To put the works in order, estimated at, ° ‘ . : ‘ 6,000 00 
GoverNor’s Istanp, Twelve Pieces. 
The same as at Portland, . : ° ‘ ; , R 2,749 28 
13,020 80 
Newport. 
Four pieces on travelling carriages, so that no battery may be necessary to be erected. 
Goat Istanp, Twenty Pieces. 
To put the works in order, . . ° . ‘ : ‘ , 3,000 00 
New Lonpon, 7welve Pieces. 
The same as at Portland, , ‘ , ‘ e ‘ ° 2,749 28 
Groton, Twelve Pieces. 
The same as at Portland, . ‘ ‘ ; ‘ ‘ 2,749 28 
5,498 56 
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New York, (Governor’s Island,) Twenty-four Pieces. 
The expense of constructing batteries, nema, and platforms, - 24 pieces, . 1,727 52 
A redoubt with embrasures, ‘ ; ‘ . 810 00 
Magazine, ° . ; , ‘ : ; 200 00 
Block-house or barracks, . , " , ; ‘ | 500 00 
Contingencies, ° ° ° ° ° . . o | 500 00 
—_—_aee 
3,737 52 
Pautvus Hook, Sixteen Pieces. 
Saas arr embrasures, and platforms for batteries of 16 pieces, ° $1,151 68 
Redoubt, . ° ‘ ° - 650 00 
Four embrasures, and platforms for ditto, ‘ ‘ ‘ -. 160 00 
A magazine, . . . . F - 200 00 
A block- -house, , : : ; . 500 00 
Non-enumerated articles and contingencies. ‘ ‘ . - 500 00 
——_— 3,161 68 
New York. 
Batteries for several parts of the city for 42 pieces, $1,312 50 
The expense of the materials and aries ones and embrasures for 
42 pieces at $40 73, ° ° - 1,710 66 
Three magazines, . , , . 600 00 
Two block-houses, or other buildings equal thereto, , ° . 1,000 00 
Contingencies, ‘ : ° ‘ ‘ . 1,000 00 
ono 6 
12,522 36 
Twenty of these pieces may be on travelling carriages, so as to be moved as circum- 
stances might require. 
Tue Dexaware, (Mud Island,) Forty-eight Pieces. 
In order to complete the present works for 48 pieces, and a garrison of fifty men, : . 8,737 94 
Battimore, Twenty-eight Pieces. 
Parapets, embrasures, and platforms for betteries, for 28 pieces, - ; ‘ 2,015 44 
A redoubt, with four embrasures, ‘ ‘ . : 810 00 
Two magazines, ' A . , . , ‘ ‘ 400 00 
Block-house or barracks, : ‘ ; , : ‘ ; 500 00 
Contingencies, . ‘ . . , ; ‘ . 500 00 
4,225 44 
Norrotk, Twenty-four Pieces. 
Batteries, embrasures, and platforms, . ‘ , ; : : 1,727 58 
Redoubt, with embrasures, . . . : ; . . 810 00 
A magazine, - . . ‘ ; , . 200 00 
Block-house or bar racks, : . ; , . ‘ ‘ 500 00 
Contingencies, . ‘ ; : ; ; ‘ ; 500 00 
3,737 58 
Wumineton, 7welve Pieces. 
Batteries, embrasures, and platforms, me 12 pieces, ‘ ; ‘ ’ 863 76 
Redoubt, with embrasures,  . . : ; ; 5 810 00 
Magazine, . . ‘ . ‘ , ‘ 200 00 
Block-house or barracks, ° ‘ : ‘ ; . 500 00 
Contingencies, ; : ° ; ’ : ; : 500 00 
2,873 76 
Ocracoke, Light Pieces. 
Batteries for 8 pieces, embrasures, &c. . . . . $573 84 
Magazine, ° ° . , ° - 200 00 
Block-house or barracks, ‘ , ‘ ‘ ; . 500 00 
Contingencies, . ‘i ‘ . ‘ ; . 500 00 
1,773 84 
— 4,647 60 
CHARLESTON. 
To be fortified with 72 paaee, which may be ees into three sets of batteries - 
redoubts, . . ‘ : . 11,212 32 
SAVANNAH, 
The same works and expense as for Norfolk, . P : A ‘ ‘ 3,737 52 
Total amount, . ‘ $76,053 62 
The number of cannon required for the before mentioned places, to wit: 
Portland, - - - - 12 New London and Groton, : - 24 
Portsmouth, - - - - 15 New York and its dependencies, - - 82 
Cape Ann, - - - - 8 The Delaware, - - & 
Salem - - - - 8 Baltimore, - - - 28 
Marblehead, - - - - 8 Norfolk, : - 24 . 
Boston, - - - - Wilmington, North Carolina, - - +. 
Castle Island, - - - 36 Ocracoke, - : 8 
Governor’s Island, - - 12 Charleston, - - - 7 
— 48 Savannah, - - - 24 
Newport, - - - - 24 — 





_————— 
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The number which might be furnished from the public arsenals, - - ~ 150 
Supposed may be furnished by the respective States, and which would require to be new mounted, 150 
Deficient, . - - - - . . a * 145 


445 





But, as the precise number of those which are supposed may be furnished by the respective States are uncer- 
tain, it would seem most prudent to have cast 200 heavy pieces, of the caliber 24 and 36 pounders. 


An estimate of the expense of one hundred twenty-four pound cannon,each weighing 2 tons—200 tons at $80, $16,000 
100 of the caliber of cannon of 36 pounders, at 3 tons—300 tons, at $80, - - - 24,000 
200 garrison carriages and implements for the said cannon, at $60, —_- : - - 12,000 
150 carriages and impiements for the cannon supposed to be furnished by the respective States, at $50, 7,500 
The expense of mounting the 150 cannon proposed to be furnished from the public arsenals, are al- 

ready included in the general estimate of the War Department, for the year 1794. 
200 tons of twenty-four pound ball, at $40, - - - - - 8,000 
360 tons of thirty-six pound ball, at 40 dollars, - =. - - - 14,400 
The expense of powder is not estimated, as a considerable quantity is in possession of the public, as 

will appear by the returns. 
For paper for cartridges, slow-match, port-fires, drag-ropes, carriages to move the cannon from place 








to place, and all contingencies relatively to the artillery, - - - - 6,000 
For transportation of the cannon and shot from the public arsenals, and also from the furnaces where 
they may be cast, to the several fortifications stated in the foregoing estimate, | - _: 6,000 
Four engineers, to be employed six months to construct and direct the works, with the pay, subsist- 
ence, and forage, of lieutenant colonels commandant, = - - - - . 2,745 
$96,645 
Summary of the foregoing estimates. 
Fortifying the several enumerated harbors, . | .. . , ; ° $76,053 62 
Expense of 200 battering cannon, to be urchased, with carriages and implements, ball, transpor- 
tation of cannon and ball, pay, &c. of engineers, and all other contingencies relative to the ar- 
tillery, . . ; ; : ; : 7 96,645 00 
Total amount, ; $172,698 62 


An estimate of the number of Troops required as the ordinary protection of the aforesaid Fortifications. 
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Portland, ; ‘ , . ‘ 1 l 2 2 17 
Portsmouth, . ‘ . ‘ , 1 1 2 2 17 
Cape Ann, . ° . ‘ . 1 1 2 2 17 
Salem, . . ‘ . ‘ 1 1 2 2 17 
Marblehead, : ‘ ; ‘ 1 1 2 2 17 
Boston, Governor’s Island, . : ‘ : 1 1 2 2 17 
7 Castle Island, , , : ° 1 1 2 2 2 24 
Newport, ‘ ‘ , , ‘ 1 2 2 2 24 
New London, ; ‘ ‘ 1 l 1 2 17 
7 Groton, ° ° , . , 1 1 1 2 17 
New York, ° ° ° . , 1 2 6 6 2 81 
Delaware, ‘ : . e ‘ 1 2 6 6 2 81 
Baltimore, ° . . : 1 2 2 2 24 
Norfolk, ; 2 ° . 1 2 2 2 24 
Wilmington, ‘ ° ‘ , 1 1 1 2 17 
Ocracoke, , ‘ ° e ‘ 1 1 2 2 2 34 
South Carolina, ‘ ; ° _ ; 1 2 6 6 2 81 
Savannah, 2 ° . ° . 1 2 2 2 24 

To act as inspectors to be constantly employed in visiting 

the posts, ° ° ° ‘ , 2 

2 5 21 39 45 36 550 











If the several works should be garrisoned in ordinary by a part of the legion of the United States, now in service, 
the expense is already calculated in the general estimate of the War Department for the year 1794. But, in order 
to save references thereto, the expense of the number of troops proposed is here specified. 

It will not escape notice, that the proposed troops are not artillery, but infantry. It is, however, supposed, that 
some of the artillery officers in service might be used on the present occasion, and that part of the infantry officers 
might be chosen for the purpose, who woul 


d soon acquire a tolerable degree of knowledge in the use of cannon. 
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Estimate of the expenses of the number of troops to be posted in the aforementioned works, as their ordinary pro- 
tection, for twelve months. 











PAY. 
2 Majors, to act as Inspectors, &c. at $50 per month, $1,200 
5 Captains, . ° 40 = . . . ‘ ‘ 2,400 
11 Lieutenants, e ° ° 26 - ° . ° ° . 3,432 
10 Ensigns, ‘ 20 = ; ‘ , ‘ ° 2,400 
39 Sergeants, 6 = ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 2,808 
45 Corporals, 5 a4 : ‘ . ‘ , 2,700 
36 Music, ° . , 4 ns : ; ° , ‘ 1,728 
550 Privates, ° ° ° 3 sas ° , ° . 19,800 
$36,468 00 
SUBSISTENCE. 
2 Majors, four rations per day, 2,920 
5 Captains, three rations per day, 5,475 
11 Lieutenants, two rations per day, 8,030 
10 Ensigns, two rations per day, : . ” . ° . 7,300 
670 Non-commissioned officers and privates, one ration per day, . ‘ 244,550 
268,275 
268,275 rations, at fifteen cents per ration, , . ‘ ' 40,241 25 
FORAGE. 
2 Majors, atten dollars per month, ° 240 00 
CLOTHING. 
13,400 00 


670 Suits, at twenty dollars per suit, 








$90,349 25 





War Department, February 28, 1794. 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 





3d Concress. ] No. 14. Ist Session. 





ARSENALS AND ARMORIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 5, 1794. 


Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s speech of the third of De- 
cember last, as relates to arms and military stores, magazines and arsenals, made the following report: 


That, in addition to the arsenal at Springfield, there ought to be erected two other arsenals, with magazines and 
other necessary buildings, at such place as may be directed by the President of the United States, and so as to ac- 
commodate the Southern and Middle States. ; 

That, in addition to the arms and military stores on hand, there ought to be provided, 

7,000 muskets, with bayonets, ; 

2,000 spare bayonets, 

1,000 large horsemen’s pistols, 

100 tons of salt-petre, or 50 tons of powder, 

200 tons of lead. 

That there ought to be established a national armory for the purpose of making and mageiing arms. 

The committee submit, herewith, estimates of the expense of erecting two additional arsenals and magazines, 
amounting to, ‘ Ba _— ; ° . ° $59,000 00 

Of the cost of the additional arms and military stores necessary to be provided, amounting to. 143,640 00 

And of the annual expense of a national armory, from which may be expected 4,200 muskets, and 
bayonets annually, amounting to a , ; , A ‘ 22,865 20 

In conformity with the ors ory: opinions and estimates, the committee beg leave to offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, at the President of the United States be authorized to direct two arsenals and magazines to be 
erected, in proper situations, to accommodate the Southern and Middle States; and that a sum, not exceeding fifty- 
nine thousand dollars be provided for that purpose. 

Resolved, That a national armory be erected; and that a superintendent, and two master armorers be appointed 
by the President of the United States, to superintend the same. That so many persons may, from time to time, be 
employed therein, as the Secretary for the Department of War may y judge necessary; and that a sum not exceeding 
twenty-two thousand eight hundred and sixty-five dollars be — for defraying the expense thereof. 

Resolved, That a sum, not exceeding one hundred and forty-three thousand six hundre and forty dollars, be 
provided for the purpose of purchasing an additional quantity of arms and ammunition. 


No. 1. 
Estimate of the expense of purchasing the following articles. 
7,000 muskets, at 9dollars each, . ‘ . ‘ : ‘ $63,000 
2,000 bayonets, at 1 lo. . ° ‘ ° . ‘ , 2,000 
1,000 large horsemen’s pistols, at 4 dollars each, , ‘ . , . 4,000 
100 tons saltpetre, at $400 00 per ton, . ° : . . , 40,000 
200 do. i 173 20 = do. , , ‘ . . ‘ 34,640 


Dollars, . 143,640 
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No. 2. 
Estimate for two sets of Arsenals and Magazines. 


A brick building, three stories high, one hundred and seventy-five feet long, and forty-two feet wide, would con- 
tain twenty thousand muskets, artillery and carriages in proportion, together with all the light appendages thereof. 





Such a building has been estimated, at the present rate of workmanship, to cost ‘ 15,000 
An arched brick magazine, capable of containing two thousand five hundred barrels of powder, —. 2,500 
Brick barracks, and workshop for one hundred armorers, and barracks for the necessary guard, . 10,000 
Purchase of the necessary ground, ; : ‘ e ‘ : 2,000 

Dollars, : . 29 ,500 








There is, at present, at Springfield, an excellent brick magazine, and a variety of wooden buildings, which, with 
repair, may serve the purpose of securing the public stores at that place, for several years. ; 

If, therefore, two principal arsenals and magazines should be erected at present, besides subordinate ones, they 
might be sufficient. For the expenses of the latter, the sums contained in the general estimate of the War Depart- 
ment might be adequate. 

Two sets of magazines and arsenals, workshops and barracks, each at 29,500 dollars, . : $59,000 


No. 3. 
An estimate of the annual expense of the institution of a National Armory, of one superintendent and seventy 


workmen, and thirty boys. 
Dolls. per. ann. 











One superintendent, at 60 dolls. per month, : ‘ ‘ , . ‘ , 720 00 
‘Twe master armorers, 40 ; do. ‘ ‘ , ‘ : “ : 3 P 960 00 
Sixty-eight journeymen, 15. — do. . , ‘ ; ? jl ‘ ‘ . 12,240 00 
Thirty boys, as apprentices, clothing annually, at 20 dollars each ‘ , ; : 600 00 
14,520 00 
Rations. 
One superintendent, three rations perday ° ‘ . ‘ - 1,095 
‘Two master armorers, two each, ° ‘ . ‘ 7 - 1,460 
Sixty-eight journeymen, one and halfeach, . ; : ; ; . $7,230 
Thirty boys, one and a half each ‘ ° ; ‘ . , - 16,425 
: Rations 56,210 at 12 cents. 6,745 20 
Rent of workshops and barracks, estimated at ° " . . ‘ . . : 600 00 
Barrack utensils, annually, for one hundred men and boys, beds, blankets, fuel, &c. A : . 1,000 00 


Dollars 22,865 20 











Propvuce. 


Muskets and bayonets which the above workmen may make monthly, 350, annually, 4,200, at 


9 dolls, each _ . : . » Dollars, 37,800 
Deduct for materials on each, 2 dolls. 25 cts. ‘ ; 9,450 


28,350 00 





Hence it would appear, that the probable profit of the labour of the above mentioned number 
of men and boys, would amount annually to : ‘ , : . ‘ , 5,484 80 








Economy and experience may even increase the profit, especially where the proposed apprentices should be ren- 
dered expert workmen, But were there no profit at all, but a loss incurred, it is humbly conceived, an institution of 
this nature, by disseminating the knowledge of so valuable an art, would, in a just political view, amply compen- 
sate the expense. 


War Department, March 4th, 1794. 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


3d Coneress. ] No. 15. 
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MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 24, 1794. 


Mr. Coss, from the committee appointed to report whether any, and what, alterations are, in their opinion, neces- 
sary to the act, “* more effectually to provide for the national defence, by establishing an uniform militia through- 
out the United States,”’ made the following report: 


__That they are impressed with the importance of a more energetic system for the establishment of an uniform 
militia than what is contemplated by the present existing law of the United States; but, in viewing this subject, as 
sy to the Constitution of the United States, and the powers therein expressly reserved to the different States, 
they have their doubts how far Congress can, consistent Keonthh, make any important alterations or amendments 
to the present law; and as the right of training the militia is constitutionally reserved to the States, if they can be 
impressed with the importance of exercising this power, and directing its operation, more especially to the light in- 
fantry and grenadier companies of each regiment, an efficient force may be thereby created, and equal to any that 
can probably be obtained by any additional law of the United States, made under the constitutional powers of Con- 
gress. Under this view of the subject, and until further experience shall be had under the existing law, the com- 


mittee are of opinion that no amendment is necessary to the act for establishing an uniform militia throughout the 
United States. 
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3d ConcrEss. } No. 16. {1st Session. 





INCREASING THE ARMY, AND CALLING INTO SERVICE 80,000 MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 27, 1794. 


Mr. Sepewick, from the committee to whom it was referred to report the means of rendering the force of the 
United States more efficient, made the following report: . 


That effectual measures ought to be adopted to complete the a military establishment of the United States, 
and that provision oe to be made that the same may be kept full. 

That an additional corps of artillery, not to pce, fv hundred men, officers included, and also including one 
chief and four assistant engineers, ought to be raised, garrisoning the fortifications which are or may be erected for 
the defence of the sea coast. 

That the President be authorized and empowered to call on the Executives of the several States, to take effec-- 
tual measures, as soon as may be, te organize and hold in readiness to march, at a moment’s warning, eighty thou- 
sand effective militia, (officers included, ) to be apportioned to the States respectively, in proportion to the whole 


number of white inhabitants, that is to say: 





To the State of Georgia, - - - - - - 1,333 
South Carolina, - - - - - . 3,550 
North Carolina, - - - - - . 7,331 
Kentucky, - - - - 1,532 
Virginia, - - - - - - 11,377 
Maryland, - - - - - - 5,418 
Delaware, | - - - - - - 1,256 
Pennsylvania, = - - - - - - 10,768 
New Jersey, - - - - - 4,318 
New York, - - - - - - 7,971 
Vermont, . - . - - . 2,139 
Connecticut, - - - ‘. . 5,881 
Rhode Island, _—- - - - - 1,697 
Massachusetts, - - - - - 11,885 
New Hampshire, - - - - - 3,544 

80,000 


which detachment of militia shall be officered out of the present militia officers, or others, at the option and discre- 
tion of the constitutional authority of the States respectively. F 

That any independent corps of cavalry, artillery, or infantry, may be accepted as part of the said detachment 
of militia, provided they shall voluntarily engage, and provided the same shall be deemed eligible by the President. 

That the President be desired to request the Executives of the several States to take effectual care that the men, 
detached as aforesaid, be armed and equipped according to law. ; 

That provision ought to be made by law for organizing and raising a military force under the authority of the 
Government of the United States, to consist of ————— rank and file, with the proper officers, to serve for the term 
of ————— years, or during a war which may break out between the United States and any foreign European power, 
and that the President be authorized to take the measures necessary for raising the same: Provided, That no such 
measures be taken by the Executive, until war shall be actually commenced ‘between the United States and some 
foreign European power. 





3d Coneress. } No. 17. [Ist Sesston. 








MILITARY FORCE IN 1794. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JUNE 5, 1794. 


, War Department, June 5th, 1794. 
Sir: 
In obedience to the order of the honorable the Senate of the United States, of yesterday, I respectfully submit a 
statement of the troops of the United States, according to the last returns. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
The honorable the Presipenr pro tempore of the Senate. 


Return of the Non-commissionea Officers and Privates belonging to the Legion of the United States. 


2,843 with General Wayne, iacluding garrisons of Fort Washington, Fort Hamilton, Fort Knox, &c. 
189 wary ’ 
42 Fort Fayette, (Pittsburg) 
24 Fort Franklin 
16 Big Beaver 
30 eeling 
75 South Western Territory 
359 Recruits on the march, and at the different rendezvous. 








War Department, June 5, 1794. H. KNOX, Secretary.of War. 





———— ee 
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3d Coneress. } No. 18. [2d Session. 


MILITARY FORCE IN 1794. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, NOVEMBER 25, 1794. 


Unrrep States, November 25, 1794. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: 

I lay before you a statement of the troops in the service of the United States, which has been submitted to me 
by the Secretary of War. It will rest with Congress to consider and determine, whether further induceme nts 
shall be held out for entering into the military service of the United States, in order to complete the establishm ent 


authorized by law. 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 


, Department oF War, November 24, 1794. 
SIR: 
. I have the honor to submit to your view a statement of the non-commissioned officers and privates at present 
in the service of the United States, specifying the places where they are, and the periods which they have still to 
serve. 

The force immediately under Major General Wayne is much lessened by the expiration of the services of his 
troops, and is inferior to the demand of existing circumstances. Unless, therefore, he be reinforced early in the 
ensuing spring, the “4 which he has gained in the course of the present year, which ought to be perma- 


nently secured, must be in danger of being relinquished. Ryier ; : 
_ The experiments which have recently been made to engage men for military service, on the present inducements, 
evince, decisively, that no expectation can be indulged of completing the numbers authorized by iaw without fur- 


ther encouragement. . ; : 
I have the honor to be, with perfect respect, your obedient servant 
H. KN OX, Secretary of War. 


‘Tne Prestpenr oF THE Unitep States. 
Statement of the Non-commissioned Officers and Privates in the service of the United States, specifying the 
places where they are, and the periods which they have still to serve. 


Under General Wayne, and at the posts on the lower part ofthe Ohio, . . ° 2,643 
Posts on the upper parts of the Ohio and on the march, , : : a 











Southwestern territory, ‘ 73 
ser ‘ ; Pt a til , ° 146 
Fortifications on the sea coast, and recruiting rendezvous, 369 
3,629 

Enlisted in 1791, and will expire in 1794, : : . . ‘ 202 
Ditto in 1792, and will expire before 30th June, 1795, . ‘ ‘ , 1,607 
Ditto ditto, __ will expire from Ist July to the 3lst December, —. ; ° 602 
Ditto in 1793, will expire in 1796, ‘ . ‘ . ; ‘ 692 
Ditto in 1794, will expire in 1797, ile ° ; 368 
Muster rolls wanting, estimated to be enlisted in 1793 and 1794, 158 
3,629 








Derarrment oF War, November 24, 1794. 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 





No. 19. (2d Session. 


3d Concress. ] 





FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 4, 1794. 


Mr. Frrzsimmons, from the committee to whom was referred that part of the message of the President which re- 
spects the fortifying the ports and harbors of the United States, made the following report: 


That by the report of the Secretary at War, it appears, that in pursuance of the act of the last session, the forti- 
fications of the different ports and harbors are in considerable forwardness, excepting only the port of Boston, and 
Wilmington, in the State of Delaware, suspended for reasons assigned by the Secretary, in his report.* _ 

‘(hat contracts have been entered into for the ordnance necessary, and measures taken for progressing in the for- 
tifications, as soon as the season will permit. ; ; ; ; 

That from the necessity of enlarging the plan of defence in some instances, and the enhanced price of labor and 
materials, since the first estimate was made, a sum not less than 225,500 dollars, will be necessary to complete the 
plan of defence contemplated, admitting the fortifications to be constructed of timber and earth; and if executed with 


stone, toa much largersum. ; hae abe , ; ; 
The committee, taking into view the circumstances connected with this subject, and having received the neces- 


sary information from the Secretary of War, submit the following resolutions: vf 
Resolved, That the necessary works for fortifying the ports and harbors of the United States ought to be con- 
tinued, and constructed of the most durable materials, so as best to answer the purposes of defence and permanency. 
Resolved, That a sum, not exceeding 500,000 dollars, (over and above the sums already appropriated) be appro- 
priated for the purpose aforesaid; and that a sum, not exceeding 100,000 dollars per annum, be provided for the 


service aforesaid. ; ? ' : ee ’ 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be authorized to give preference, in point of time, to the com- 


pletion of such of the said fortifications as he may think adviseable. 
*This report is not now to be found—See No. 24. 











1794.) MILITIA. 69 





3d Concness. ] No. 20. [2d Sxsston. 


PURVEYOR OF PUBLIC SUPPLIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, DECEMBER I1, 1794. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: 
I transmit to you, ~ ey a wpe - semmneoniation mate fe me ne Se Secretary - the sreteey on the sub- 

iect of constituting an officer to be specially charged with the business of procuring certain public supplies. 

ject of constituting . GEORGE. WASHINGTON. 


Unirep States, December 11, 1794. 


‘Treasury Department, December 2, 1794. 


The Secretary of the ‘Treasury has the honor respectfully to make the following representation to the President 
of the United States, in order that he may determine on the expediency of laying tne subject of it before Congress. 
The procuring of military supplies generally is, with great propriety. vested by law in the Department of the Trea. 
sury. That department, from situation, may be expected to feel a more habitual solicitude for economy than any 
other, and to possess more means of information respecting the best modes of obtaining supplies. It is, however, 
important that the particular arrangement should be such as to enable the department to execute the trust in the 
best manner. This branch of the public business forms a very considerable one of the public expenditure. . Includ- 
ing supplies for the Navy, it is so extensive as, to be well executed, would occupy the whole time and attention of 

ing the requisite qualifications. This, with the growth of the country, must be every year more 


one person possessing 
[ i ‘It cannot, therefore, be conducted in detail by the head of the department, ot by any existi 


and more the case. i : , . : : , 
officer of it, now charged with other duties, without being less well executed than it ought to be, or interfering wit 


other essential duties, or without a portion of both these inconveniences, to the material detriment of the public 
service. Experience has already verified the position. 

It must then, of necessity, either be confided to a special agent employed by the head of the department, or to 
a new officer of the department, to be constituted by law, and to act under the direction and superintendence of 
that head. The last mode is preferable to the first, for obvious reasons. 

Wherever an object of public business is likely to be permanent, it is more fit that it should be transacted by an 
officer of the Government, regularly constituted, than by the agent of a department specially entrusted. The pt 
can be placed, bydaw, under more effectual checks. In the present case that idea 1s particularly important. -The 
person entrusted ought to be prohibited, under penalties, from all dealing on his own account in the objects of sup- 
ply. The duration and emoluments of a mere agency ae precarious, a well qualified man, disposed to make the 
necessary sacrifices of other pursuits, and to devote himself exclusively to the business, could with much greater 
difficulty, if at all, be found. a ; 

e compensation to such an officer ought, it is conceived, to weigh nothing as an objection.. Independent of 
the equivalent expense arising from the necessity of employing and compensating an agent, it is morally certain that 
the close, constant, undivided attention, of a person charged exclusively with this object, and in condition, for ‘that 
reason, to make the minute as well as extensive inquiries and investigations which are often requisite, would pro- 
duce savings to the United States, with which the salary of the officer could bear no comparison. It is equally evi- 
dent that it would contribute greatly to punctuality, despatch, and efficiency in procuring the supplies. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Secretary of the Treasury. 





3d ConGress. ] No. 21. (2d Session. 





MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 11, 1794, 


DepartTMENtT oF War, December 10, 1794. 


Sir: 

In obedience to the orders of the President of the United States, I have the honor to submit to the House of 
Representatives, a statement of such difficulties and. inconveniences as have occurred in the execution of the act, 
entitled ‘* An act more effectually to provide for the national defence, by establishing an uniform militia throughout 


the United States.” ; rf 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


The Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


The Secretary of War, in obedience to the orders of the President of the United States, respectfully submits the 
following statement of such difficulties and inconveniences as have occurred in the execution of the act, entitled 
‘* An act more effectually to provide for the national defence, by establishing an uniform militia throughout. the 


United States.” 


That a difficulty of primary importance appears to oppose the execution of the first section of the before recited 
act. The militia are requested to arm and equip themselves, at their own expense; but there is no penalty to en- 


force the injunction of the law. 
10 m 
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The subscriber is informed, that several States have passed auxiliary laws to the act of Congress. The laws of 
the following States, upon this subject, are in his possession, to wit: Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
Maryland, and North Carolina. ‘ . 

he penalties, by these, for non-equipment and armament, appear to be according to the following extracts: 


Massacnusetts—passed the 22d June, 1793. 


_ .“ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid—That every non-commissioned officer or private of the 
infantry, who shall neglect to keep himself armed and equipped, as aforesaid, or who shall, on a muster day, or at 
any other time of examination, be destitute of, or appear unprovided with, the arms and equipments herein directed, 
(except as before excepted,) shall pay a fine, not exceeding twenty shillings, in proportion to the articles of which 
he shall be deficient, at the discretion of the justice of the peace efore = ode trial shall be had. And all parents, 
masters, and guardians, shall furnish those of the said militia, who shall be under their care and command, with the 
arms and oueipments, before mentioned, under the like penalties for any neglect. And whenever the select men, 
of any town, shall judge any inhabitant thereof, belonging to the militia, unable to arm and equip himself in man- 
ner as aforesaid, they shall, at the expense of the town, provide for, and furnish, such inhabitant, with the aforesaid 
arms and equipments, which shall remain the property of the town, at the expense of which they shall be provided. 
And ifany soldier shall embezzle, or destroy, the arms and equipments with which he shall be furnished, he shall, upon 
conviction before some justice of the peace, be adjudged to replace the article or articles which shall by him be so 

‘ embezzled, or destroyed, and to pay the cost from the process arising against him. And if he shall not perform the 
same, within fourteen days, after such adjudication, it shall be in the power of the select men, of the town to which 
he shall belong, to bind him out to service, or labor, for such term of time as shall, in the discretion of the said jus- 
tice, be sufficient to procure a sum of money equal to the value of the article or articles so embezzled or destroyed, 
and pay cost arising as aforesaid.” 


New Jersry—passed June 5, 1793. 


“ And if any such militia-man shall ous when called out to exercise or into service, without a musket or a 
rifle, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of three shillings and nine pence; and for want of every other of the aforesaid 
articles six pence. Each and every man so enrolled as aforesaid, and providing himself with the arms, ammuni- 
tion, and accoutrements, required as aforesaid, shall hold the same exempted from all suits, distress, executions, or 
sales for debt, or the payment of taxes. Provided always, That whenever the majors of any battalion shall judge any 

rson, enrolled therein, unable to arm and equip himself, as aforesaid, such person shall not be subject to any fine 
or not arming; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


Pennsytvania—passed the 11th April, 1793. 


‘*Provided always, That whenever the field-officers of any regiment shall judge any person enrolled therein 
unable to arm and equip himself as aforesaid, such person shall not be subject to any fine for not arming; any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

:' It does not appear that any specified penalty is imposed by this act on persons neglecting to arm and equip them- 
selves. 


’ Marytanp—passed at November sessions, 1793. 


‘And any non-commissioned officer or matross in the artillery, and any non-commissioned officer or dragoon, 
who shall so refuse or neglect to attend on any of the said days, armed and accoutred as aforesaid, (except as before 
excepted, ) shall forfeit a sum not exceeding two-thirds of a dollar per day; and all other non-commissioned officers 
and privates who shall refuse or neglect to attend, armed and accoutred as herein before directed, (except as before 
excepted,) shall forfeit and pay one cent per day, unless excused for appearing without arms and accoutrements, by 
the commanding officers of their respective companies for the day.” 


Nortu Carotina—passed the 18th July, 1794. 


“And ores non-commissioned officer and private who shall fail to appear on the said occasions, shall forfeit for 
every such failure or neglect, ten shillings, or, if appearing, he be not armed and_provided in manner as directed by 
this act, shall, for such deficiency, forfeit and pay five shillings. And if the efficers of a company, or any two of 
them, after an examination upon oath, shalt adjudge any person or persons, enrolled as aforesaid, to be incapable of 
providing and furnishing him or themselves with the arms, ammunition, and accoutrements required by this act, they 
shall make report thereof to the next battalion court-martial, as the case may be, who may, if it should appear 
necessary, exempt such person or persons from the fines and forfeitures by this act imposed, until such armsand 
accoutrements shall be provided and delivered him or them by the court-martial, who shall take security for the 
safe keeping of such arms and accoutrements, to be returned when required.” 

But it is certain that, were the penalties greatly enhanced, an insuperable ey would occur in obtaining the 
requisite number of arms in any reasonable period. ‘The numbers comprehended in the act, from eighteen to forty- 
five years of age, inclusively, deducting the exempts and mariners, may be estimated probably at about four hundred 
and fifty thousand men. Of these, probably not one hundred thousand are armed as the act requires, although a 
greater number might be found of common and gs muskets, without bayonets. The deficiency cannot be 
supplied from Europe, under the present circumstances. ‘The only solid resource to obtain a supply, is the establish- 
ment of manufactories within each state. 

‘The deficiency of arms cannot be more forcibly exemplified than that, to arm the militia lately called into service, 
estimated at fifteen thousand, the number of ten thousand arms have been issued from the public arsenals. Loss 
and injury must be expected to arise upon the articles issued. : t ict 

No adequate provision appears to be established by the act, for securing the obedience of the militia to the call 
of the Executive of the United States. 

it would seem essential, that any law which the Congress should pass upon the subject of the militia, should 
contain within itself all the necessary provisions for its complete execution. 

The late experiment proves, at least in some parts, that the laws were inefficient, and had it not been for volun- 
tary zeal, which came to-its aid, the a might have experienced great evils. 

It would appear to be essential, that when the militia are in actual service, they ought to be bound by the military 
code of the United States. ; ; 

The enrolment of men of the ages specified in the act, notwithstanding the exemptions, holding them responsible 
for military service, and enforcing the same, appears to be a circumstance which may operate injuriously to the 
industry and convenience of the community. , : ; 

Of the returns enjoined by the tenth section of the said act, the following only have been received. 


From sixteen to forty. Forty to sixty. Total. 
Massachusetts. _—- 54,428 , 22,819 . 77,247 
Connecticut, - - - - - 15,851 
New'Jersey. - - - - - 25,887 


Georgia, . - 10,120 
Whether the act in question is susceptible of such alterations and amendments, on its present principles, as will 
secure the advantages to be derived from a well organized militia, or whether a limited, but select, and efficient 
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corps of militia, formed on a principle of rotation, or otherwise, and taken from the classes least injurious to the 
industry of the community, would not better fulfil that object, and at the same time better comport with economy 
are questions which the wisdom of Congress alone is competent to decide. 

All which is submitted, 


H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
War DeparTMENT, 10th December, 1794. 








3d_Concress. } No. 22. ' [2d Session, 


FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 19, 1794. 


Department oF War, December 19, 1794. 


In pursuance of the instructions of the President of the United States, the Secretary of War respectfully sub- 
mits to the House of Representatives copies of the instructions to the engineers, for erecting the fortifications for the 
defence of the sea ports of the United States, and their reports thereupon. : 

It is respectfully suggested, that the plans which ae these papers are considered as essential parts of 
the reports of the engineers; but as it is not practical to have them copied in any reasonable time for the use of the 
House, the originals are submitted, with the <8 we that the House will please to order their return to this office, as 
soon as the subject of their inquiry shall be finished. _ 

North Carolina has ceded certain places to the United States, conformably to the act hereunto subjoined, and 
the Legislature of Maryland has passed a resolve, giving permission for the erection of fortifications; a copy of which 
is also hereunto subjoined. And it is also understood that the Legislature of Rhode Island has passed an act, ceding 
the jurisdiction of Goat Island, in the harbor of New York. ; . 

No particulars were given to any superintendents from the subscriber; they were appointed generally by the 
Governors, and were to superintend the actual execution of the works, under the orders of the engineers. 

The agents were appointed in the line of the Treasury Department, for the purchase of materials and obtaining 
the labor, and to receive from, and to account to, the treasury, for sums expended for the fortifications. 

The mounting of the artillery being an incidental expense of the Ordnance Department, has been paid by war- 
rants from this office. ey) ; 

All which is respectfully submitted, 


H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA. 


At a General Assembly, begun and held at Newbern, on the seventh day of July, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand and ninety-four, in the nineteenth year of the independence of said State, being the second year of the said 
Assembly. c I 

nap. I. 


An act to cede to the United States certain Lands, upon the condition therein mentioned. 


Whereas the Congress of the United States have passed an act to provide for the defence of certain ports and 
harbors in the United States, in which is comprised Cape Fear river, and Ocracock inlet, and also to erect a light- 
house on the head land of Cape Hatteras: And whereas it is expedient that the United States should have the ex~ 
clusive jurisdiction of a sufficient quantit of land, on which said forts and light-houses shall be erected: 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Stute of North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same, That part of the public ground, laid out by the commissioners of Smithville for a fort on Cape Fear 
river, including part of the ground whereon Fort Johnson formerly stood, with the exclusive jurisdiction thereof, 
shall be, and the same is hereby, ceded to the United States of America, under the condition hereinafter.mentioned. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 'That the exclusive jurisdiction of Beacon Island, in the 
harbor of Ocracock, and four acres of land at the head land of Cape Hatteras, and also as much of the town of Smith- 
ville, adjoining Fort Johnson, as may be found necessary for the said fort, not exceeding six acres, shall be ceded 
-_ stand vested in the United States, as soon as the proprietors of said lands shall convey the same to the United 

tates. 

And be it further enacted, That the above mentioned lands are, and shall be, ceded to the United States upon 
the express condition, that the fortifications, light houses, and beacons, for which the said lands are ceded, or to be 
ceded, shall be erected within three years, and be continued and kept up forever thereafter, for the public use. 

And be it further enacted, ‘That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to debar or hinder any of the 
officers of this State from serving any process, or levying executions, within the limits ceded by this act to the 
United States, in the same manner, and to the same effect, as if this act had never been made. 


MARYLAND. 


By tHe House or De.ecares, December 25, 1793. 
Whereas the United States may think it necessary to erect a fort, arsenal, or other military works or buildings on 
Whitestone Point, for the public defence: 


_ Therefore, Resolved, That, upon the application of the President of the United States to the Governor, for per- 
mission to erect a fort, arsenal, or other military works on the said point, for the purpose aforesaid, the Governor 
shall, and may, grant the same, with the consent of the owner of the soil. 


By order: WM. HARWOOD, Clerk. 

By tue Senate, December 25, 1793. 
WM. PERRY, Jun. Clerk. 

By tHe Senate, December 28, 1793, 

WM. PERRY, Jun. Clerk. 

WM. HARWOOD, Clerk. 

JOHN KITTY, Clerk of the Council. 


Read the first time and ordered to lie on the table. By order: 


Read the second time and assented. By order: 


True copy from the original. 


True copy. 
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Plans and Maps respecting the Fortifications, and which accompany the within statements. 


By RocHEFONTAINE. 
Portland, No. 1. 
Portsmouth, No. 1. 


Rhode Island, Nos. 1 to 8, and memoir. 
New London and Groton, Nos. 1 to 6, and memoir. 


Town and harbor of New London. 
Governor’s Island, New York, Nos. 1 to 6.—By Vincent. 


(These are contained in a tin case.) 


No. 1. Plan and profiles of proposed floating batteries, with a memoir. 
No. 2. Two plans and one profile of Bedloe’s Island, and a memoir. 
No. 3. Three plans, one profile of Oyster Island, and a memoir. 

No. 4. One plan and two profiles on Governor’s Island. 


No. 5. Plans and profiles at the Narrows, Nos. 1 to 13. N. B. No. 11 wanting. 
No. 6. Two profiles of Forts Putnam and Clinton, West Point, and a memoir, with general observations. 


Fort Mifflin, one, and a memoir.—By L’Enranr. 


Fort Nelson, and the ground round it, 1. 


Fort Norfolk, 2. 
Elizabeth river, and its defences, 3. By Rivarpt. 


Fort on Craney Island, 4. 
Fort and Map, at Baltimore, 5 and 6. . 


Annapolis, 1 and 2. 
Alexandria, 1 and 2. } By VERMONNET. 


Ocracock bar, No. 1, 
Fort on Beacon Island, 2, é By Martinon. 
Profile of — do. 3. 8 


Fortifications, Charleston, No. 1.—By Perrautr. 
Sketch of Fort Putnam.—By D. Niven. 
Neorg. The above plans and maps were returned to the War Department. 


FORTIFICATIONS FROM NEW LONDON TO PORTLAND, INCLUSIVE. 


Instructions to Mr. Bechet Rochefontaine, acting as temporary Engineer in the service of the United States. 


In pursuance of the directions of the President of the United States, you are hereby appointed an engineer, for 
the purpose of fortifying the ports and harbors herein after mentioned, viz: New London, in the State of Connecti- 
cut, Newport, in the State of Rhode Island, Boston, Marblehead, Salem, Gloucester, and Pertland, in the State of 
Massachusetts, and Portsmouth, in the State of New Hampshire. 

You are therefore immediately to repair to the ports to be fortified in the said States, respectively, and in case 
the Governors should be near any of the said ports, you are to wait upon them and exhibit these instructions. But 
if the Governors should be at any considerable distance from your route, you are respectfully to notify them of 
your appointment, enclose them a copy of these instructions, and inform them that you have repaired to the ports 
aforesaid, in order to make the necessary surveys and investigations relatively to your mission, which you will sub- 


mit to their consideration, and take their orders thereon. 
As soon as you shall receive their approbation of your plans, you are to construct the works, and to execute 


them with all possible vigor and despatch. ; 
The following is an extract of the estimate on which the appropriations for the fortifications have been founded. 


The proportion of expense, therefore, herein stated for the ports aforesaid, must not be exceeded, viz: 
New Lonpon, 7welve heavy Cannon. 





The formation of a parapet of earth for twelve pieces, _ - - « ‘ . $375 00 

Facing twelve embrasures, at fourteen dollars ninety-eight cents each, - - - 179 76 

‘The expense of twelve platforms, at twenty-five dollars seventy-five cents each, - . 309 00 

A redoubt, constructed of a form to be adapted to the nature of the ground, to be equal to 100 feet square, 650 00 

A magazine, - - - 2s - - - . - “ 200 00 

Embrasures and platforms for four field pieces, - - - - - - 160 52 

A block house, or barracks, for fifty men, __ : > - - - - 500 00 

For pickets, palisadoes, and to provide for articles difficult to foresee or enumerate, - . 375 00 

$2,749 28 

To be garrisoned by 1 subaltern, 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, 2 musicians, 17 privates. a 

Groton, Twelve Pieces. 

The same expense as at New London, and to be garrisoned by the same number of troops, - $2,749 28 
Goat Istanp, Light Pieces. 

“ a rm ° ‘ ‘ . $3,000 00 


To put the works in order, - 
Newport, Zhree Pieces. 


On travelling carriages, so that no battery may be necessary to be erected. : 
Garrison to consist of 1 subaltern, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 24 privates. 


Boston, Casrie Istanp, Thirty-six Pieces. 
To put the works in order, estimated at - - - - - $6,000 00 
Governor’s Istanp, Twelve Pieces. 


; . $2,749 28 
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The Castle to be  —_——s by 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 24 privates. 
; 1 2 2 17 17 


Governor’s Islan 
Marsienead, Fight Pieces. 


Expense of the construction of the parapet, embrasures, and platforms, - - : $573 84 
A block house, : - - - - : ° a " 500 00 
A magazine, - ? ° - : : - . - 200 00 
Contingencies, - - - - : - - - - 150 00 

$1,423 84 


Garrison to consist of 1 subaltern, 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 17 privates. 
Satem, Light Pieces. 

The expense the same as at Marblehead, . . 
Garrison to consist of 1 subaltern, 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 17 privates. 


Care Ann, Gioucester, Light Pieces. 


a es oe $1, 423 84 


The expense the same as at Marblehead, - - : $1,423 84 


Garrison to consist of 1 subaltern, 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 17 privates. 


Portiann, Twelve Pieces. 


The expense the same as at New London, - - ° ‘ ; 2 $2,749 28 
Garrison to consist of 1 subaltern, 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 17 privates. 
Portsmoutnu, Nine Pieces. 

A parapet for nine pieces, oe - ° « a ‘ - ‘. $281 75 
Embrasures and platforms for nine pieces, - . ‘ “i i x 360 57 
A redoubt, - - - * - - ~ “ ~ 650 00 
Embrasures and platforms, - - . ‘ . - “ 160 52 
A magazine, ° . - : ? . - - - 200 00 
Block house or barracks, - ° . . ¥ “4 . # 500 00 

: ‘ : : : - 375 00 


Pickets, palisadoes, and contingencies, 
4 - . $2,527 34 
Garrison to consist of 1 subaltern, 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 17 privates. ———== 


. But the peculiar situation of Newport, and its importance toa marine enemy, will justify a greater portion of 

expense than is contemplated in the estimate. A strong redoubt or two, upon the heights near the town, ought to be 
censtructed; the experience of the American, English, and French troops, who successively occupied that place 
during the late war, will have pointed out the spots most proper to be occupied. Upon mature consideration, there- 
fore, it appears that Newport, or rather the ground in its neighborhoed, ought to be so fortified as to prevent any 
sudden possession of that place by an enemy, from which our commerce would suffer excessively. 

It will be readily perceived, by the lowness of the estimate, that the parapets of the works intended to be erect- 
ed are to be of earth, or where that cannot easily be obtained of an adhesive quality, the parapets may be faced with 
strong timber, and filled in with such earth as can be had. 

It is, however, conceived that, in most cases, earth may be procured, and that a parapet made thereof, will not 
only form a solid defence, but even be durable, if the earth be tenacious, and properly sloped and sodded inside and 
out, and the seed of knotgrass sown, so as to bind the earth and sods together. 

It is, however, apprehended that the embrasures, made in this manner, would suffer from the explosion of the 

wder from the cannon, and that, therefore, where the batteries are not en barbette, that the embrasures ought to 
be framed with joist, and faced with plank of two inches thick. 

When the batteries are to be erected on points of land, islands, or other places at a distance from the towns in- 
tended to be defended, they ought to be covered or secured by a redoubt, or other enclosed work, in which the gar- 
rison should reside constantly, either in a barrack or a strong block house, as shall be judged most expedient. But, 
in general, as the garrisons will be weak in numbers, a block house, mounting one or two small pieces of cannon in 
its upper story, will be more secure, and therefore to be preferred. These, however, ought not to be much, if any, 
exposed to the fire of heavy cannon. A block house will not contain more than fifty men; if the garrison, therefore, 


should be enlarged, tents must be used. : joc 

The redoubts, in general, ought to be of a size to contain five hundred men, so as to resist a sudden enterprize 
of an enemy; and, perhaps, the idea ought to be embraced, in the first instance, that they should be of such extent 
as to admit timber casemates to be erected hereafter, so as to enable the garrison to resist, in some tolerable degree, 


a bombardment. Ae 
But it is not pongenes at present to erect such casemates, excepting for a magazine, which must be formed of massy 
timber, and be six feet thick on the roof, exclusive of the earth, and jointed and calked in such a manner as to be 
zines properly ventilated and free from dampness. They 


perfectly tight. Care must be taken to have these m 
are to be of a size sufficient to hold one hundred and fifty rounds of powder for each piece of cannon intended to be 


served from it. The spot at which a magazine of this nature shall be fixed, will require great judgment, so as to 
combine security against an enemy, either open or subtle, or any danger from common accidents. 

Your judgment will also direct what part of your works shall be oo by frieze, and what by palisadoes, or 
whether your redoubts shall have embrasures, or fire en barbette with small cannon. As the redoubts are to cover 
the batteries, they would certainly secure and resist better without embrasures. The batteries are to annoy. 

The choice of the ground, on which the batteries and works are to be erected, with all the combinations and 
effects depending thereon, will rest upon your judgment, under the directions of the Governor. 

It has not been intended, by any thing herein specified, to point out the particular manner. in which the works 
should be executed. Outlines only have been given, to serve in regulating the expense, which is limited by the 


sums before mentioned. ; , . . 

Some person, in whose ingenuity and industry confidence can be placed, will be appointed at the said ports, 
respectively, to superintend the actual execution of the works according to your directions. Arrangements will 
also be made by him, or some other person, to obtain the necessary workmen, implements, and materials, which 
will be required in this business: but every thing must be previously calculated and estimated by you. 

Although the business herein entrusted to your charge, is, of itself, of an highly honorable nature, and strongly 
evincive of the confidence of the President of the United States, which would probably enhance your reputation, 
yet it is explicitly to be understood by you, that the employment is only temporary, and not conferring or involving 


any military rank whatever. i j ' 
For a compensation of your services and personal expenses, you will be allowed and paid at the rate of four dol- 
le extra expenses, such as necessary boat hire, and 


lars per day, while you shall be employed. For all reasonab 
persons to assist in your surveys, you will be allowed; but for those you must keep regular accounts, and take 


receipts. 
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You are to deliver to the Governors copies of all your plans, surveys, soundings, &c. and also transmit copies of 
the same to this office. k j 

You are also to make a weekly report to this office of your proceedings. 

A reverberatory furnace, for red hot balls, must be erected for each battery. F ; 

You are hereby authorized to have made, in all cases where your judgment shall direct, new semi-circle car- 
riages for cannon, now used on the sea-coast of France, instead of the old garrison carriages. 

his improvement of firing en barbette will prevent the necessity of embrasures, which, in most cases, serve no 

other purpose but as a trap to catch the enemy’s balls, and kill the defenders of a er : ; 

It is true, the expense will be greatly enhanced by adopting this improvement, but this will be lessened in some 
degree by saving the expense of the embrasures and platforms. 

It will be proper, in most cases, where the earth works are to be erected, to have them done by contract. I have 
written to the agents upon this subject, and I also request your attention thereto. . : 

It is probable that one or two sub-engineers may be appointed under your orders, as your line will be very 


extensive. ‘ 
Given at the War Office of the United States, this 29th day of March, 1794. 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 





A General Return of the Situation of the Fortifications of the Seaport Towns in the States of New England. 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT. 


New Lonpon.—On the 12th April, his Excellency the Governor of the State came from Norwich to New 
London, to visit the two sides of the harbor, and was pleased to approve of the plan of fortification, which has since 
been partly executed. ; ; : 

It consists, on the New London side of the harbor, of a citadel in stone masonry, bomb proof, covering a powder 
magazine, and will serve for the garrison to live in in time of peace. The citadel is surrounded with batteries and 
glacis, to cover it from the direct fire of ships of war, and to scour the entrance of the harbor and the neighborhood 
of the citadel with cannon and musketry. ; ; } 

The artillery consists of six eighteen and twenty-four pounders, on coast carriages; four nine and six pounders, 
on travelling carriages. . . 

There is also a reverberatory furnace for heating balls. ; 

The fortification of that side is nearly completed, and requires only to be trimmed, which will be done either 
this fall or early in the next spring. : 

On the Groton side of the harbor, the fortifications consist of a fort, made of earth and sods, containing a citadel, 
of brick masonry, covering a powder magazine, bomb proof, and serving for the garrison to live in; and a battery, 
near the harbor, under the protection of the fort, with a covered way, communicating from one to the other. The 
battery is also to be defended by a guard house, of brick masonry, with a powder magazine, bomb proof, under it. 

The artillery of the fort will consist of three eighteen and twenty-four pounders, on coast carriages, and four six 
pounders, on travelling carriages; that of the battery, of five eighteen and twenty-four pounders, to be mounted on 
coast carriages. A reverberatory furnace will also be erected in it- 

The fortification of that side of the harbor is far from being complete; the want of labor has been, in a great 
measure, the cause of the delay. 

The citadel will be completed and covered before winter, as well as the powder magazine. The repairing of the 
old fort is only begun, and will be continued in the beginning of next spring. 


The sum granted by Congress was - - - . - - $5,498 56 
That expended to this day, is about - - - - $4,500 00 
To complete New London Fort, . - - - 300 00 
Do. Groton Fort, - - - - 1,798 56 

—_——. 6,598 56 

Sum to be provided to complete the defence of New London, = - - - - $1,100 00 

For the mounting of the artillery, the Secretary of the Treasury has granted a first sum of - 250 00 

It will cost for the mounting of the guns, stating, upon an average, 90 dollars for every 

coast carriage, and 60 dollars for every travelling carriage, for guns or howitzers, $1,740 00 
For a reverberatory furnace, for the battery of Groton, that of New London being erected, 100 00 

————_ $ 1,840 00 

The sum to be provided for these two objects, - - - - - $1,590 00 

Total sum to be granted for New London, - - - - - $2,690 00 


The garrison on the New London side will consist, in time of peace, of twenty-two men. 

In time of war, fifty men. 

The fort and citadel may afford a cover, in case of an attack, to one thousand men. 

The garrison of the fort and battery, on the Groton side of the harbor, in time of peace, twenty-two men. 

On account of the battery and guard house,,in time of war, eighty men. 

In case of an attack by an enemy, eight hundred men. 

‘ — is in the fort and batteries, a sufficient number of good cannon for the armament of New London and 
roton. 

The land occupied_by the fortifications is the same that was formerly fortified, and is the property of indivi- 
duals. The agent at New London has, in consequence of a requisition for the parpess, attempted to buy it. The 
extravagant price set upon it, and other difficulties in the way of procuring it, have induced the agent to make an 
application to the Legislature of the State for the purpose. 

It is to be observed, that the object of the fortifications on the two sides of the harbor of New London is, the 
defence of the entrance of the harbor, by a cross fire of heavy cannon, with red hot balls, on shipping attempting to 
force their way through, and the protection of the trade in the harbor. Those batteries are well cortnal against a sur- 
prise, or any sudden attack. In order to take possession of them, or to operate their destruction, the enemy must 
undertake a regular attack: in that case, the whole force of the country ought to be brought against him. 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND. 


Newport.—On the 8th of May, his Excellency the Governor of the State visited the harbor and the ports on 
Rhode Island, to be taken possession of. The security of the harbor and island, which consists in the defending 
the entrance of the harbor, and securing, by all means, a free and open communication with the interior parts of the 
State, for the militia to come to the assistance of Newport in case of an attack. 

The Governor was pleased to approve of the system of defence, which has since been partly executed. 

_ It consists of a fort on Goat Island, with a citadel, in stone masonry, bomb proof, serving for the garrison to live 
in, and having under it two powder magazines. ‘The whole is nearly completed. 

At Tomany Hill, a citadel in brick masonry, serving for the garrison to live in, with a powder magazine, bomb 
proof, under it. This will be completed before the winter. 


At Butts Hill, a citadel in every respect equal to the above on Tomany Hill, ‘This by want of means, has been 
postponed to another year. 
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At Howland’s Ferry, a battery and a guard house, in brick masonry, with a powder house, bomb proof, under it. 


Foy guard house and powder magazine are executed. ‘The battery is contracted for, and will be erected before 
spring. 


esum granted by Congress was, 





. . : : ‘ . $5,000 

Expended to this day, or contracted for to complete the works begun as above mentioned, 6,104 

There remains unprovided for,a sum of. , . ° : . ‘ $1,104 

Also, to erect the citadel, magazine, &c. at Butts Hill, ‘ ‘ " ; ‘ 1,200 
Total of the sum to be provided to complete the above defence of Newport, Rhode Island, , $2,304 








The artillery of the works will consist, at the fort on Goat Island, of 16, 18 and 24 pounders, on coast carriages, 
and two 6 pounders, on travelling carriages. 


A reverberatory furnace is erected there. ; 
At Tomany Hill, of four 12 pounders, or howitzers, on travelling carriages. 
At Butts Hill, of four 12 pounders, or howitzers, on travelling carriages. 


At the battery at Howland’s Ferry, of four 18 and 24 pounders, on coast carriages, a reverberatory furnace is also 
to be erected there. 


The mounting of the above artillery and the furnace will cost, 


‘ ° ° ° $2,600 
The first sum granted for the same by the Secretary of the Treasury, : ; $500 , 
There remains to be provided for that object, a sum of . 6 ; . 2,100 
Total of the money to be provided, for the fortification and artillery, above stated, ° ‘ 4,404 


The possession of Rhode Island, and the harbor of Newport, is so important to an European_ nation at war with 
the United States, that it will perhaps be thought necessary to increase its defence, and to provide it even againsta 
regular expedition; in that case it would be necessary to cover the fort, on.Goat Island, with a glacis, and covered 
way all round, which will produce the double advantage of securing the parapets of the fort against the direct fire of 
the guns of ships forcing their passage up, and of affording a cover for a larger garrison in case of an attack. This 


proposed addition to the fortifications of Goat Island being executed, it might then withstand evena regular attack. 
The additional expense would be— 


The — and covered way, 
t 





, P : f : e , . $3,000 

For the mounting of twelve pieces of cannon, 12 and 18 pounders, on new garrison carriages, and 
six 6 pounders, or howitzers, on travelling carriages, ° ° , 1,560 
Total of the additional expense, . $4,560 


| 


The garrison of Goat Island will be, in time of peace, » : : ‘ men, 31 
In time of war, F Ms 


‘ . . ‘ ‘ ‘ 100 
In case of an attack, if executed as it is now, without any additional works, 


500 
With the additional works, , ats . 2,000 
The garrison of Tomany Hill will consist, in time of peace, man, 1 
In time of war, 


. . . . . . . : men, 50 
In case of an attack of all the inhabitants of Newport, and of the Island, the garrison at Butts Hill will consist 
In time of peace, of . ° ‘ : ° ° , ‘ - man, 1 
In time of war, , ° , ° ° ° ° ° - men, 60 
In case of an invasion of the militia of the State, the garrison of Howland’s Ferry battery will be of one man in 
time of peace, and in time of war, ten men of the garrison of Butts Hill will be stationed there porgeny 
The grounds occupied by the fortifications, now erected with leave of the owners, have not yet been bought, 
owing to the exorbitant demand of some, and other difficulties referred to the Secretary of War. 


It is to be observed, that there are, at present, but eight guns at Rhode Island, viz . three 24’s, three 18’s, and 
two 6’s, 


STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Bosron.—On the 25th of May, his Honor the Lieutenant Governor, elected, since that time, Governor of the State 
of Massachusetts, declared to the engineers, that he did not find himself empowered to approve of the execution of 
the law of the United States, respecting the fortification of the seaport towns in the State, without the advice of the 
Legislature, meeting a few days afterwards. His Excellency, however, gave orders to the officers of the Executive 
of the State, to the State garrison of the Castle Island, and to the gentlemen, select. men of every seaport town, 
directed to be fortified, to assist, every one in his capacity, the engineer in his reconnoitering and surveys. 

On the first of June, his Excellency was furnished with a general plan of defence for the harbor of Boston. 

On the 4th of June,a committee of the Legislature, appointed for the purpose, called on the engineer, to be pre- 
sent at one of their conferences respecting the fortification of the harbor, and that of Castle Island particularly. 

On the 8th, the said committee visited Castle Island, with the engineer, that being the only post in the State that 
the Legislature would have any thing to do with as to fortifying. 

On the 11th, his Excellency permitted the engineer to visit the seaport towns of Salem, Marblehead, and Cape 
Ann, until the Legislature should come to a determination on the questions, proposed in the address of the Governor, 
respecting the fortification of the harbor of the State. : p 

On the 20th; his Excellency authorized the engineer to proceed to the State of New Hampshire, the Legislature 
of the State of Massachusetts having not yet come to any vote on the subject of fortifications. ; 

On the 24th of June, the Secretary of War having directed the engineer to repair to Portland as soon as possi- 
ble, his Excellency was informed by the engineer, that he should go to Portland from Portsmouth, agreeable to the 
Secretary’s orders, and as the local situation of the former would render it very long to wait for his Excellency’s 
approbation, after the plan of fortification should be formed, the engineer proposed, as most ey mt act in con- 
cert with the select men of that town, and even to begin the construction of fortifications, such as should be approved 
by those gentlemen: his Excellency’s further orders would, however, regulate the conduct of the engineer, and his 
silence on the subject would be construed as a consent to the engineer’s proposal. 


PORTLAND. 


On the 14th of July, the select men of Portland, previously advised by the Governor of the arrival of the engineer, 
visited the harbor. On the 15th, the citizens, ina legal town meeting, authorised the select men to purchase, in be- 
half of the town, and for the United States, the ground necessary for the erecting of the fortifications for the defence 
of the harbor. ney : ‘ 

The 2ist July, the select men having approved the plan of fortification, and the Governor having made no objec- 
tion to the plan of conduct proposed as above, the engineer began the works, which consist of— 

A forterected on the hill, formerly occupied by the fort, with parapets, supported by stone walls and sods. 

A citadel of brick masonry, serving for the garrison to live in, and covering a magazine, bomb proof. 

A battery near the harbor, with a guard house, in brick masonry, to defend with musketry the guns of the bat- 
tery. ane a powder magazine, bomb proof. Also, a covered communication from the fort to the battery. 


e sum granted ag United States, was ‘ : . : - $2,749 28 
The Secretary of War has pasne in addition, ° ° ° . “e , 900 00 
The artillery of the fort will consist of four 6 and 12 pounders, mounted on travelling carriages. 


At the battery of ten pieces, 32, 18, and 12 pounders, mounted on coast, carriages. 
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Also, a reverberatory furnace, for heating balls. f 
The works are completed, or will be so before the winter, with the sum above mentioned. 


The mounting of the artillery will cost, ‘ ° . $1,200 
The Secretary of the Treasury has granted, ‘ ‘ , 250 
$950 


Sum to be provided for the artillery, 


The garrison of Portland, in time of peace, is to be twenty-three men. 

In time of war, it ought to be one hundred men. a 

In case of an attack, it will be the rendezvous of the militia, and may contain five hundred men. 

If it were thought necessary to cover that post, which is now secured against any sudden attack, against a regu- 
lar expedition by land and sea, it would be necessary to surround the fort with two advanced posts and glacis. 

The two advanced posts and glacis would cost ° $5,000 00 


The mounting 12 pieces of cannon on howitzers, in addition to the ‘above, in garrison and travelling 
° . : ° ° ° 700 00 
‘ 2,800 00 


carriages, ‘ Th a 
For 4 gun boats, two of them with furnaces, 
Total of the additional expense, on that plan, 8,500 00 


The garrison of Portland, with the additional é 
The artillery now in the fort and battery at Portland, is to be replaced, except one 18 pounder, as soon as 


good ones can be procured, but if the said guns can bear proving, there is a sufficient number for the armament of 
the works now executed. 


Four acres of land, for the fortifications, have been bought for $68. ; 
On the 29th July, the engineer waited on his Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts, at Boston: the Legisla- 


ture not having decided any thing respecting the fortifications of the State, his Excellency could not give any appro- 
bation to the erecting of any throughout the State, even at Portland, where the select men, and town meeting, had 
ey acted, in purchasing land for the United States, without being authorized to do it by the Legislature of 
the State. 

On the 16th of August, the Secretary of War authorized the engineer to erect fortifications, according to the law 
of the United States, at Salem, Marblehead, and Cape Ann. 


works, above mentioned, might be 2,000 men. 


Satem.—The inhabitants of Salem, in a legal town meeting, unanimously voted a cession to the United States 
of the ground which should be thought necessary for the defence of their harbor; immediately thereupon the works 
were begun. They consist of a fort, erected on the old fort called Fort William, in masonry and sods; a brick 
citadel, calculated for the garrison to live in, and covering a powder magazine, bomb proof. 

The artillery of that fort will consist of six pieces; 24, 18 and 12 pounders on coast carriages; four pieces, 6 and 
12 pounders, on travelling carriages; a reverberatory furnace; also, two pieces, 18 and 24 pounders, to arm the 


battery on Juniper’s Point in time of war. : 
A number of old guns, now there, will serve, if they bear proof, until good ones can be provided. 
The sum granted 4 the United States for the fortifications, was, ‘ ‘ . $1,423 84 
The Secretary of War has granted a sum of . e . . a 600 00 


Total, $2,023 84 


That sum will nearly complete the works intended to be erected. 

The mounting the artillery and furnace will cost, é . e ‘ ‘ $1,060 00 
The Secretary of the Treasury has granted a first sum of 250 00 
$810 00 





Sum to be provided for the artillery, : : 

The garrison of Salem is to be, in time of peace, of 23 men. 

On account reba ag battery, in time of war, ought to be 60 men. 
, the militia will occupy the above fort, Juniper’s battery, and the old Fort Lee, securing 


In case of an attac 1 
ssage to the neck. In that case, 12 or 15 hundred men may fight with great certainty of success. 


the 
he situation of Salem is such, that it would not be advisable to spend more money, than what is necessary to 
complete the fort actually begun. 


MarsLeneEaD.—For the reason alluded to above, the fortification at Marblehead was not commenced before the 
ist September. It consists of a battery to defend the entrance of the harbor, and citadel, of brick masonry, to defend 
the battery erected on the spot occupied by the old fort, covering a powder magazine, bomb proof, and calculated 
for the garrison to live in. ; 

The artillery will consist of six 42, 18, and 24 pounders on coast carriages, and four 6 and 9 pounders, or howit- 
zers, on travelling carriages. 


Also, a reverberatory furnace. : ; 
The sum granted by the United States for the fortifications, was ‘ ° . $1,423 84 
° ° ° ° 900 00 


The Secretary of War has granted an additional sum of 


323 84 

That sum will nearly complete the works intended and begun. ” 
The mounting the artillery, and furnace, will cost, > ‘ . . $700 00 
The Secretary of the Treasury has already granted 250 00 
450 00 


Sum to be provided for the artillery, . ° ‘ 
The garrison of Marblehead, in time of peace, is to be 23 men. 

In time of war it ought to be 40 men. : 

In case of an attack there may be covered in the fort and citadel two or three hundred men. 

The situation of Marblehead is such, that the works erecting now are sufficient to put the harbor in a respectable 


state of defence. ; : ’ 
ns in the fort which, after being proved, may serve until good ones can be provided; 


There is a number of old gu é 
there are also four good travelling carriages, and many implements of artillery, which have been deducted from the 


expense contemplated for mounting the artillery. : . ; ; 
The ground was the property of the — the inhabitants, in a town meeting, have ceded it to the United 


States. The property of a citizen was blended with that of the town, and was necessary for the citadel, and for the 
use of the garrison; it has been bought for the sum of 310 dollars. 


Care Ann.—On the first of September the fortifications at Cape Ann were begun; the delay is to be ascribed to 
the same cause as above mentioned, 

The defence of @ape Ann consists of a fort erected on the spot where the fort formerly was, and a citadel 
covering a powder magazine, bomb proof, and calculated for the garrison to live in. 

The artillery consists of six 18 and 24 pounders, mounted on coast carriages, and two 12 and 9 pounders on 


travelling carriages. ’ 
) Also a furnace for heating balls. 

) The sum granted by the United States was _ : - - - - - $1,423 84 
The Secretary of War has granted an additional sum of —- - - ° - 600 00 
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This total sum of $2,023 84 is thought to be equal to the expense to be incurred by the works begun. 

The mounting of the artillery and furnace will cost : - : - - $760 00 
The Secretary of the Treasury has granted - - - . “ 7 250 00 
Sum to be provided for that object, - - - - - ° . $510 00 

The garrison at Cape Ann, in time of peace, is to be of 23 men. 

In tine of war it ought to be of 50 men. 

Py case of an attack, the militia might defend the fort and citadel, and man a battery at the mouth of the harbor 
with 500 men. 

It is to be observed, that the resources of the three last places, in mechanics and laborers, are so small, that it 
has been utterly impossible, even by granting higher wages, to make up for the unforeseen delay above mentioned, 
and it is, therefore, very uncertain whether they will be put in a state of defence before the winter. 

_ Boston.—The defence of the harbor has, by order of the Secretary of War, been left to be erected at another 
time. 

a a general view, the defence of that harbor will consist in fortifying Castle Island and Governor’s Island. 

The repairing of the battery on Castle Island, and erecting in the centre of it a fort, with bomb proof, for the 
garrison, will cost _ - - - . - - shite te~.. - 

The repairing of the fort on Governor’s Island, erecting batteries, and building a citadel, bomb proof, 

and a powder magazine, will cost - - - - - 


- - 6,000 
The artillery will consist, on Castle Island, of 20 pieces of cannon on coast carriages, - - 1,800 
12 pieces of light artillery, or howitzers, on travelling carriages, - - - - 720 
4mortars, - - - - - - - - - - 200 
2 reverberatory furnaces, - - - - - - - - 200 
On Governor’s Island, 20 pieces of heavy artillery, on coast carriages, - - - 1,800 
4 light pieces, or howitzers, on travelling carriages, - - - - . 240 
2 mortars, - - - - - - - - - - 100 
2 reverberatory furnaces, - - - - - - - - 200 
Implements of artillery for the two Islands - - - - - - 1,100 
For the armament of Dorchester’s battery, Fort Hill battery, Noddle’s Island battery, and Charleston 
Point battery, which are to be erected in case of war only, eight pieces of cannon, on coast car- 
rlages, - - - - - - - - - 720 
Also or gun boats, with furnaces, for heating balls, . - - - - 3,200 
Total, : ma . ‘ 36,180 


It is to be observed that there is the number of 300 pieces of good artillery in the ports of Boston; the above com- 
putation, therefore, only comprises the expense of mounting. 

Portsmoutu, New Hampshire.—On the 30th June, his Excellency, the Governor of New Hampshire, visited 
the harbor, and has approved of the plan of fortification which has since been executed. 

It consists of a fort of masonry and sods, erected on the point where the light house stands, with a citadel cal- 
culated for the garrison to live in, and covering a powder magazine bomb proof. 

The artillery consists of seven pieces of heavy cannon, 42, 24, and 18 pounders, on coast carriages, and six 
pieces of light artillery, to be mounted on travelling carriages. 

Also, a reverberatory furnace. 





The sum granted by the United States is _ ‘ ‘ ‘ . : ‘ $2,527 34 
The Secretary of War has granted the additional sum of . ‘ é 900 00 
$3,427 34 
The total sum of $3,427 34 will probably complete the works, before the winter. 

The sum granted to mount the artillery is ° ° ‘ ‘ . . $250 00 
‘The mounting of a 42 pounder has cost , : ‘ ‘ . ‘ 169 
The probable expense for the others, and for the reverberatory furnace, will be : . 1,180 
Sum to be provided for the mounting of the artillery, , ‘ : ‘ ‘ 1,099 
The garrison of that fort is to be, in time of peace, of _ ‘ ‘ ° men, 23 

In time of war, as that garrison will be left almost entirely to its own strength, and has also to 
watch over the little harbor, it ought to be of ; ‘ : ‘ ‘ 200 
In case of an attack, the militia ought to have there 600 


The peculiar situation of the harbor of Portsmouth renders any expense for its security, over the sums calculated 
above, almost entirely useless; yet, if any addition were contemplated to be necessary, it would be, to put the fort, 
which defends the entrance of the harbor perfectly well, in a condition to withstand an attack by land. That might 
be done, by covering the side of the fort looking toward the little harbor by a glacis and covered way. The expense 
attending that additional defence may be calculated at $2,000. j 

A gun boat might also be stationed in the little harbor, for the protection of coasters. 

The ground occupied by the fort is the property of the United States. 

It ought to be remarked, after viewing the state of defence of the seaport towns in New England, that the only ob- 
ject aimed at has been the security of the harbors against an attack by water, by rendering their entrance as danger- 
ous as possible to an enemy, and the protection of the trade in the same, which end is supposed to’have been attain- 
ed. Every battery is secured against a sudden attack and surprise, by a citadel, in masonry, almost within reach 
of the bayonet from the guns. But none, except the harbor of Newport, has been secured against a combined ‘and 
regular attack by land and by water. Itis, particularly, when the enemy shows a disposition to lay siege to the forts 
above mentioned, that the force of the country ought to be turned out against him. 


New Lonpon, October 26th, 1794. ; S. ROCHEFONTAINE, L£ngineer, P. J. 


P. S. For any details respecting the fortifications of the several ports alluded to in the above memorial, the Sec- 
retary of War is referred to the plans and other documents transmitted, from time to time, to the War Office. 


FORTIFICATIONS, NEW YORK. 


Special instructions to Charles Vincent, acting as a temporary Engineer in the service of the United States. 
Sir: 

The President of the United States, considering the importance of New York, from its local situation, ‘and 
the difficulty of fortifying it with small means, is desirous of having the separate opinions of several engineers upon 
the subject. You will, Senet, lease to repair to that city, and, if the re ag eo show him these in- 
structions. If, however, he should be still absent, you will wait upon General » the collector of the port, 
and request of him a boat and hands to attend you in your inquiries, and he will, also, be so good as to obtain some 
gatnaes to accompany you who are perfectly acquainted with the harbor. In order to assist youin your judgment, 

transmit ae herewith a map of the harbor tom Sandy Hook up to the city. +I also enclose you. the estimate of the 
sums which have been appropriated by Congress to this object. ; 


1l m 
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New York, Governor’s [stanp, Twenty-four Pieces. 


The expense of constructing batteries, embrasures and platforms, for 24 pieces, - $1,727 52 
A redoubt with embrasures, - - - - a - 810 00 
Magazine, - - - - - - - 200 00 
Block house or barracks. - - - - - - 500 00 
Contingencies, - - - - - - - 500 00 


3,737 52° $3,737 52 
Pautus Hook, Sixteen Pieces. 


Parapets, embrasures, and platforms, for batteries of 16 pieces, - - ° $1,151 68 
Redoubt, - - - - - ° - 650 00 
Four embrasures and platforms for do. - - - - - 160 00 
A magazine, - - - - - - - - 200 00 
A block house, - - - - - - - - 500 00 

' - - - 500 00 


Non enumerated articles and contingencies, 
3,161 68 $3,161 68 


New York. 
Batteries for several parts of the city, for 42 pieces, - - - $1,312 50 


The expense of the materials, and executing platforms and embrasures for 42 pieces, at $40 73, 1,710 66 


Three magazines, - a; - - - - - - 600 00 
Two block houses, or other buildings equal thereto, - - - - 1,000 00 
Contingencies, - - - : : : . 1,000 00 


5,623 16 5,623 16 


$12,522 36 





‘Twenty oi these pieces may be on travelling carriages, so as to be moved as circumstances might require. 

It will be readily perceived that the amount of this appropriation will not effectually fortify an harbor so circum- 
stanced as New York. But this sum cannot be exceeded, and all your estimates are to be conformed accordingly. 

The works that are the most important are to be pointed out in your plans, and every thing which shall be un- 
dertaken is to form hereafter a part of the general plan. : q 

The parapets which have been contemplated, have been of earth. It isconceived that, in most places, earth may 
be procured of a tenacious quality, and that a parapet formed thereof, would be respectable, as well for its defence 
as its duration, more especially if it is properly stopped and sodded, and sown with a certain species of grass called 


knotgrass. 
It will depend upon your judgment at what places to have embrasures, or what to fire en barbette with the new 


carriage, such as are used on the sea coast of France. 
t is, however, apprehended, that in all cases where embrasures are necessary, they ought to be framed of 
joist, and faced with two inch plank. Embrasures formed of earth are too liable to be injured. 

It will be necessary that each plan should be accompanied with an estimate of the expense, and pointing out the 
number of cannon required, and also stating the number of men which would be necessary to finish the work with- 
in _— period, say three months. : ; 

The batteries which are to be erected on points of land, islands, or other places at a distance from New York, 
ought to be covered or secured by a redoubt, or other enclosed work, in which the garrison should reside constantly, 
either in a barrack, or a strong blockhouse, as shall be judged most expedient. But, in general, as the garrisons 
will be weak in numbers, a block house mounting one or two small pieces of cannon in its upper story will be more 
secure, and theretore to be preferred. ‘These, however, ought not to be much, if any, exposed to the fire of heavy 
cannon. ~ house will not contain more than fifty men. If the garrison, therefore, should be enlarged, tents 
must be used. 

The redoubts in general ought to be of a size to contain five hundred men, so as to resist a sudden enterprise of 
an enemy, and perhaps the idea ought to be embraced in the first instance, that they should be of such extent as to 
— timber casemates to be erected hereafter, so as to enable the garrison to resist, in some tolerable degree, a bom- 
bardment. 

But it is not proposed at present to erect such casemates, excepting for a magazine, which must be formed of 
massy timber, and be six feet thick on the roof, exclusive of the earth, and jointed and calked in such a manner as 
to be perfectly tight. Care must be taken to have the magazines properly ventilated, and free from dampness. 
They are tobe of a size sufficient to hold one hundred and fifty rounds of powder for each piece of cannon intended 
to be served from it. The spot at which a magazine of this nature shail be fixed, will require great judgment, so as 
to combine security amest an eye | either open or subtle, or any danger from common accidents. 

Your judgment will also direct what parts of your works shall be protected by a fraize, and what by palisadoes. 
or whether your redoubts shall have embrasures, or fire en barbette, with small cannon. As the redoubts are to 
cover the batteries, they would certainly secure and resist better without embrasures—the batteries are to annoy. 

The choice of the ground on which the batteries and works are to be erected, with all the combinations and 
effects depending thereon, will rest upon your judgment, under the directions of the Governor. It has not been in- 
tended by any am Rage specified, to point out the particular manner in which the works should be executed. 
Outlines only have been given to serve in sonaing Oe expense, which is limited by the sums before mentioned. 

A reverberatory furnace for red hot balls must be erected for each battery. 

Having finished your plans, you are to lay one copy before the Governor, and to transmit another to me, with full 
details of the reasons for your opinions. It is to be desired that you instantly undertake this business, in order that 
you may be ready to receive further orders, which will be given to you as soon as _you shall be able to execute them. 

I enclose you two letters, the one for the Governor, and the other for General Lamb, the Collector, who, you will 
please to observe, is requested to advance you one hundred dollars, if you request it. 

Given at the War Office of the United States, this Ist day of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


General observations on the defence of the Harbor and City of New York, by Mr. Vincent.—New York, 1794. 


There is no need of a long meditation on the means of defence to be employed in New York, to obtain a certi- 
tude that they ought to tend only to ensure the safety of the harbor; and ein ere ee no attack to fear from troops 
or arrived in the extent of the State of which it is the metropolis. The difficulties to keep the necessary 


landed 
communications between an army landed andi ts fleet, the repeated combats which these troops, when landed, should 


have to maintain against men provided with all necessaries, and the number of which would be daily increasing, 
iodine their properties, with that valor and enthusiasm which nothing but a just and well known 


against men def ; 
cause can inspire, offer so many insuperable obstacles, that they leave no room to believe that an enemy will ever 
attempt a landing that could not but prove fatal to him. 
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We can cog | form the same jadgment of all enterprises from an enemy already master of land communications 
with the State of New York, and without supporting our opinion with the glorious events of the late war, number 
of reasons demonstrate the absurdity of an attempt of this nature, which will never be thought of against this flour- 


ishing city. 

We will not, consequently, consider in this moment the city of New York as susceptible to be attacked by an 
enemy, reduced to make long approaches by fand, but we shall be taken up with the only thought ef ensuring the 
safety of its harbor, which being at this moment entirely open for ships of the first rate, gives too much foundation 
to fear lest an enterprising enemy might come to an anchor in it with very indifferent forces, destroy all defence- 
less merchant vessels, and, at the best, lay the oy under enormous contributions. 

Such an unheard of calamity is not only possible, but. much to be dreaded at the present moment; and when we 
refiect on the risks one of the finest harbors in the world is exposed to; one that nature, and the social institutions of 
the inhabitants it enriches, leads by long strides to become the greatest and most flourishing emporium of the two 
worlds; we cannot forbear a sentiment mixed of dread and regret, when we see that nothing has been done.yet to- 
wards the safety of a point of such importance, and we feel a pressing desire to see its defence established, towards 
which has proved more generous than we generally observe it to be. 

Effectively, on casting one’s eyes on the map, we see that the signal man placed in the light house, can long before 
hand give notice of the forces discovered by him in sea. Signals aggeed upon can give an instantaneous warning to 
all persons committed to the defence of the city and harbor; of the imminent danger, first important advantage to be 
obtained, and would highly facilitate the dispositions of defence. mi 

Arrived at the entrance of Sandy Hook, the hostile stipe will have yet twenty miles to run before they can annoy 
the city and the vessels in its harbor, and to.how many obstacles is not that long passage subjected? they must by 
day, and only during high water, follow with a steady attention, and winds infinitely variable, follow a winding 
channel, before to arrive to that part of the.same channel where the contracted current increases its rapidity, and 
where the wind leaves generally the entering ships, and abandons them to all the means of defence so easy to 
establish in that part.* . . 

If we suppose the first difficulties presented by nature to be conquered, and they cannot be so without subject- 
ing the enemy to a great loss, when art will join its resources, it is, we think, out of doubt, that the new obstacles 
laid in the enemy’s way, by means of the islands so yu situated in the river, will oblige him to give up any 
idea of forcing the entry of the port, or will be at least. sufficient to make him repent his temerity, if he should dare 
to attempt it, what we cannot believe. 

Having thus delineated a true picture of the numerous advantages offered by nature for the defence of New 
York harbor, we will immediately enter into particulars on what additions we think art ought to make to it. 

One should, in reading this, have constantly the map before one’s eyes, as we have it in writing; after having 
howsrers peng we A seg pats the ground. ) ; 

ere isno doubt but the soonest one may annoy the enemy attempting to force the entrance of the ’ 

best it will be; and this idea creates naturally a desire to establish ptt te fires on the narrow entrance bg ona ton 
nel, ahead of Sandy Hook; but the difficulties and, expenses arising from constructions exposed to an open sea 
which must be terrible at certain times, combined with the hardships a garrison exposed in the middle of the waves 
and difficult to provide, should be subjected to, have led to think, that on a channel of such length, and presentin 
such good positiéns, though more approached, it would be better at the present moment to establish nothing ahead 
of that points it will be advantageous, however, to have at ma J Hook’s tower, two pieces mounted in battery, the 
use of which will be to give the signals agreed upon, these signals will be repeated by Stag Stake Fort, and succes- 
wey by moar 4 and the age ; Snel ia , 

y means of these signals, the city and the defences, whatever they may be, will be readily informed of - 
ment when the hostile ships will enter Sandy Hook’s bars, and the first obstacle destined io copaee: nae 
narrows will be ready to be displayed in all their latitude. 

They will consist on the left shore of the battery, served as well as all other ones to be constructed, with red 
hot balls, and mounting fifteen pieces of the largest caliber on coast carriages, having their motions in the korizontal 
and vertical plans; to these fifteen pieces will be added four ten inch mortars for this battery, the gorge of which 
will be slightly shut, as it ought to be commanded and fully seen by an earth redoubt to be established on the steep 
shore superior to it; this battery will besides be founded on the rising ground advancing two hundred fathoms in 
the narrows, and covered only with five or six feet water at low water; it seems useless to say that the use of this 
battery and of the redoubt will be to procure crossing fires on the channel, by means of the batteries placed on the 
——_ shore; two pieces on field carriages should also be placed on the lowest point of the same left shore, where 
the passage widening forms the beginning of New York Bay. These two pieces, which would’ discover the whole 
bay, mignt be protected by a second redoubt, which being connected with the first by a line well traced, should 
form a kind of entrenched camp, where might repair the militia troops, if, against all likelihood, the enemy should 
attempt a landing in York Bay to come and take the batteries. This act of temerity should lay him under the ne- 
cessity to master the entrenched camp, which would give a considerable advantage over him, for nothing can be of 
go moment than to cause the enemy to lose a precious time, during which forces may be collected to complete 

is destruction. 

We think that the means of defence, to be established on the left shore of the Narrows, can be reduced to what 
we have mentioned; aad although we have spoken of two redoubts, a joining line to form an entrenched camp, it is 
easily understood that this powerful means of defence is no way necessary at this present moment, and even that 
until the low battery be established, it will be sufficient to erect earth batteries, which may be constructed with 
very little expense, and in a short while, on the steep shore, the elevation of which is far better adapted to the.de- 
fence to be obtained than the level of the sea, that will always expose such low batteries to all shots directed below 
the horizon, either by the ezemy, either by our own batteries of the opposite shore; these shots makin generally 
ricochets with great success; but the establishing of the low battery, shortening by two hundred fathoms the distance 
of the fires, we have thought it our duty not to neglect the advantage. 

Having spoken of the defence to be established on the left shore of the Narrows, we shall now take in considera- 
tion the right shore, which is much more interesting on account of the vessels coming much closer to it, driven by 
the currents, and endeavoring to avoid the advancing high grounds. 

A battery mounted with fifteen pieces of the largest caliber will be established in Sandy Bay, above the level of 
the, manest tides, its gorge will be shut, and it will have four mortars and flanks, mounted with two four pounders, 
to defend it. : 

Above this battery and the steep bank, will be erected Fort Stag Stake, covering the inferior battery, and form - 
ing very advantageous crossing fires with those of the opposite shore; it will be, besides, connected by a covered. 
way with a redoubt to be erected on the extremity of the steep bank, where formerly stood a block house. Mortars 
will be placed in the covered way joining the fort and redoubt; this last will be defended by six pieces of the largest 
caliber. ‘These mortars, combined with the defences already designed, will complete the protection necessary for 
the channel in the narrows; but as it is prudent to calculate all possibilities in cases of such highimpurtance, we will 
suppose that the enemy should attempt a landing in order to master the right shore’s defences. is determines us 
to propose to occupy by a redoubt the heights of Cherry Hill, connecting this redoubt with Fort Stag Stake, by a 
double covered way, traced with intelligence, and seizing, by another covered way, an important ground below Fort 
Stag Stake, which is susceptible to receive a number of men sufficient to oppose any enterprise of the enemy on 
Staten Island, the object of which might be to possess the defences therein established, or what is not so likely to 
attack the city and harbor. ; 

‘Thus, in our opinion, should be ensured the defence of the right shore of the Narrows; the intrenched camp we 
have mentioned, useless for the present moment, might be of very little expense, and nt to the militia of the 
island a point of rendezvous, which the enemy would not, without danger, leave behind. 


* Narrows. 
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_ Of all these works, the most urging ones are also the plainest; the block house redoubt Fort Stag Stake, and the 
intermediate batteries, should be constructed immediately. ‘These first defences would cost but little; and, com- 
bined with those established on the opposite shore, might already present a very respectable opposition to the 
enemy. : ; : ; 

Supposin , however, he might succeed in forcing this first passage, he should find new obstacles on approaching 
Bedloe’s Island, situated so as to face the channel, and whose fires might cross, with great advantage, those of Go- 
vernor’s Island, and concur with those of Oyster Island; a new battery should, consequently, be erected on that 
Island, mounted with six pieces of the largest caliber, and two mortars. 

After Bedloe’s, and on the same side of the channel, we find a very low Island, (Oyster Island,) which;its 
proximity to the city, to Bedloe’s and Governor’s Islands, renders infinitely precious; it will be necessary to place 
there the same defence as on Bedloe’s Island, making use of coast carriages; the right hand shore being protected 
in this manner nothing will be wanting to its defence. _ 

Considering now the left hand shore, of which there is but one point occupied in the narrows, it will suggest 
the necessity to bestow the greatest attention in forming a solid protection on Governor’s Island, the happy position 
of which ean procure crossing fires with most of the points taken on the right hand shore, being equally distant 
froin Bedloe’s and Oyster Islands, and the city, with which it is possible to obtain crossing fires on the entrance of 
Kast river, where should, probably, retire all the riches of the harbor, should the coast come to be attacked. 

This point will be consequently the object of the nicest attention; it will be occupied by at least twenty pieces 
of the largest caliber, and four mortars, the whole distribted with cautious age a : 

All the works to be made in Bedloe’s, on Island, and Governor’s Island, will be of* little cost; the execution 
of them may be undertaken ec ype eb they cannot be ordered too soon. 

The defence of the channel, established as we have expressed, we think that no fleet should ever undertake to 
force it; and we are of opinion that there would be no subject of fear on account of the town; this will dispense 
from seeking to add to the proposed works batteries, connected with the place; the surest effect of similar establish- 
ments would be to draw the fire of the ships; and, should the enem so far advanced as to beat on them, the 
city would run the risk of being destroyed; the object of defence would be frustrated, and there is no sacrifice but 
would seem of no consequence to avoid such a calamity. : 

It is then in front of the city that we must look for its defence, which seems to be assured by the means of the 
works designed along the channel; but, should it here remain, yet some fears, which nothing but the importance of 
the object might justify, we might propose to anchor, ahead betwixt Governor’s and Oyster Islands, an unsubmer- 
sible floating battery, that might combine for its defence all the advantages of land batteries, such as red hot balls, 
and other defensive resources. Such batteries would be lasting and of little expense in this country; they appear 
even the most natural means to be employed for the protection of the United States’ harbors. The odvantans which 
these ambulatory forts enjoy, by being able to be removed from one place to another, and to give a good covering to 
their defenders, should entitle them to a particular preference from a country abounding in wood, and whose popu- 
lation is not advanced. Such a battery should be armed with ten guns and two mortars, and might also serve as a 
fixed point for a chain, shutting any portion of the channel starting from Oyster Island. ‘This caution by straitening 
the entrance of the harbor, should render more efficacious the means of defence, cumulated on that part of the 
channel left free for the navigation. 

We shall limit there the means of defence we judge convenient to propose for the city and harbor of New York, 
deeming unnecessary to take greater cautions against ships which, having forced the channel, would attempt to 
burn the vessels retired in East river. We are too much persuaded of the impossibility that the enemy should ever 
come so far; and, when we reflect on the risks that same enemy would be exposed to, should, after a check, con- 
trary winds force him to remain a prey to all the means of destruction that might be directed against him, we 
cannot believe that the city and harbor of New York will ever have any thing to dread from an hostile fleet. We 
cannot, however, disapprove the idea of many persons, which, considering all the riches of the harbor cumulated in 
the East river, propose to erect another battery east of the public work, and joining the city so as to have crossing 
fires over the entrance of the East river with batteries of Governor’s Island. 

Having thus given a general idea of the means of defence, which seem convenient to a point that ought, undoubt- 
edly, be looked upon as one of the most important in the Union, we will endeavor to collect, in a general table, and 
at one view, all that we have deemed necessary to undertake, in order to ensure to this harbor the security conve- 
nable to the most magnificent emporium of the universe. 


New York, the 10th of ——ver, 1794. 
EXcELLENCY: 

Being always in expectation of one answer to my two last letters, I see, with great uneasiness, coming the mo- 
ment at which I must deliver to the commissioners, for the fortifications at New York, my plans and memorials 
relating to the defence of the harbor. I am in the opinion that it is my duty to submit every thing to your appro- 
bation; and, in order that you may more easily explain your idea, and to be better understood, I have prayed the 
Captain Pray, who has been always busy about these works, to bring to you all my papers. This brave and very 
intelligent man thinks himself very happy in taking this opportunity to present to you his respects. I have request- 
ed the Captain Pray to be here the 20th of this month, the appointed day by the commissioners for the communica- 
tion of my papers: and [ am under the greatest necessity to pray you to send me again every thing but what is re- 
lating to West Point; and I will observe to you that, upon the memorial relating to the Fort Clinton, I have made 
one important addition concerning the objection offered against my project. 

It is my duty, Excellency, to remember to you, that I want your approbation for being able to go on upon the 
model proposed for the floating batteries. You will find in the papers one plan and one memorial upon this impor- 
tant subject, which I recommend to your particular attention. 

One memorial, relating to the formation of one body of artillery, for the defence of New York, is also in the 
papers, and is, perhaps, worthy of your examen. 

I work every day. Excellency, so much as possible, for being able to answer to the high commission, and surely 
to the high commission with which I am honored. I am every day helped by the gentlemen employed with me; 
and, nevertheless, I see very much to do yet for giving every thing relative to the great project of defence of this 
harbor. We continue what appears to me the most important; and, as I think you want to have one copy of 
every general plan, we shall be very busy till the spring, which must begin for our works as early as possible. 

if any plan should appear to more proper to be sent again to you, one copy should be taken immediately. 
according to your orders, which | hope to receive by the Captain Pray. 
am, with the highest respect, Excellency, your most obedient servant, 


VI INT. 
Secretary of War. NCENT 
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82 
FORTIFICATIONS, PHJLADELPHIA, AND WILMINGTON, DELAWARE, 
Instructions to Peter Charles L’ Enfant. 
Sir: , 
you are hereby appointed a temporary 


In pursuance of the directions of the President of the United States, 
engineer for the purposes of fortifying the ports of Philadelphia and Wilmington, upon the river Delaware. 
You are therelbes immediately to proceed in the execution of this business, under the general directions of the 
Governors respectively of the States of Pennsylvania and Delaware. _ . ; 
‘The following is an extract of the estimate on which the appropriations of the fortifications have been founded: 
For Mud Island and Philadelphia, - - - - $11,913 82 
For Wilmington, - - - - 3,000 00 
‘The proportions of expense therefore must not be exceeded. ‘But every thing now undertaken must be completed 
and be considered as the parts of a more general, perfect, and permanent plan, to be hereafter executed; provided the 


sum now appropriated should prove insufficient, which is highly probable. , : 
It is presumed that the a, oe of Fort Mifflin, at Mud Island, will be considered as the first object to be 
undertaken in Pennsylvania. ‘The works to be erected at Wilmington, in the State of Delaware, will also require 


immediate attention in order to be put in a train of execution. , 

It will be perceived, by the lowness of the estimates, that the parapets of the works to be erected are in general 
to be of earth, or, where that cannot be obtained of an adhesive quality, the parapets pm | be faced with timber and 
filled in with earth. A parapet, however, formed of tenacious earth, is conceived not only to afford a solid defence, 
but even to be durable, provided it be properly sloped and sodded inside and out, and sown with a species of grass 
called knotgrass, so as to bind the sods and earth together. : 

Your judgment will decide where to have embrasures for your batteries, and where to fire en barbette, and also 
where to have the common garrison, and where the new carriages to fire en barbette, at present used on the sea 
coast of France. : ‘ 

You will also direct what part of the works shall be protected by palisadoes and what by fraizes.  _ ? 

It is conceived to be essential that all batteries which are erected on islands or points of land at a distance from 
support ought to be protected by redoubts or other enclosed works, and that such redoubts ought to be secured by a 
block house, where the garrisons, which in ordinary cases will be but small, ought constantly to reside. 

In the construction of the redoubts, or enclosed works, they ought in the first instance to be constructed so as to 
contain a respectable garrison, suppose five hundred men, and casemates ought also to be contemplated in the con- 


struction, although they will not now be erected. nth , 
gazines should be formed with timber, and five or six 


It has also been contemplated in the estimates that the ma ss e e 
feet thick on the roof, so as to resist a heavy shell. ‘This thickness is independent of the earth which may be placed 
over the timber. ‘These magazines ought to be well ventilated, so as to be entirely free from dampness, and of a size 


to hold one hundred and fifty rounds of powder for each piece of cannon. d 

The spots at which magazines of this nature should be fixed will require great judgment, so as to combine security 
against all enemies, either open or subtle, and against common accidents. 

A reverberatory furnace, of the best construction, in order to heat balls red hot, must be erected for each baitery. 

‘These are general ideas, but are not to constrain your own judgment, excepting as to the limitations of the expense, 
which, as befure mentioned, must not be exceeded. 

The choice of the ground on which the batteries and works are to be erected, together with all the combinations 
and effects dependent thereon, will rest upon your judgment under the directions of the Governors. 

All the plans must be accompanied with sections and elevations, so that a complete judgment may be formed 
thereof, an estimate of the expense must also be formed of each work, and the number and size of the cannon 
intended must be specified. One copy to be given to the Governor, and one transmitted to this office, to which 


also -you must weekly report your progress. : 
our requisitions for labor and materials must be made upon ——————, who is appointed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to account for the sums to be expended at Philadelphia, and upon , who is appointed for the 
same purpose at Wilmington. 
Given at the War Office of the United States, this 3d day of April, 1794. 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


Copy of aletter from Major L’ Enfant to the Secretary of War. 
Puitiavevpuia, April 19/h, 1794. 


SIR: 

Much consideration being requisite in combining a fortification, especially when the safety of .a capital city 
is the immediate object, I cannot but wish for time to mature my ideas on the subject; and seeing what grand sys- 
tem of defence the protection of a fort on Mud Island will require, and, independent of which, a stand at that spot 
can give no kind of security, your opinion being to determine my process, the following notes I conceive necessary 
to facilitate your judgment of the seve on which to direct my labor. 

First, Viewing the situation proposed, I find, that however spacious as the fluid surface appears to be, the breadth 
¢ narrow, and can be absolutely commanded over by the cannon from Mud Island; 
that batteries erected at A, under the defence of a fort B, would play right down the stream over the width of the 
river; that they would batter in front, every vessel coming up, and do more damage, in proportion, to the crowding 
of sail. No position would be safe to stand by tiem. and the batteries easily covered from the land side, the garri- 
son being perfectly secure, the fort may be expected to make a steady defence. But that its defence should be ef- 
fectual in stopping a navy, on this I will observe, that the great object of an expedition rendering of no consequence the 
loss to which a daring attempt may expose, a fort standing alone may easily be passed; and, as a variety of circumstan- 
ces would here occasion some additional forts, to render the attempt to force the pass impracticable, it becomes a ques- 
tion, whether some other position in the river may not be found more eligible to make the establishment? But, 
until I shall have acquired all the information I need to support an opinion in the affirmative, looking upon Mud 
Island as the spot determined upon, the only method I see of making it answer the object, would be, to take advan- 
tage of a bank, to erect a second fort at C, the defence of which would co-operate with those of Mad Island, as 
may easily be seen on the small sketch of the river to which these notes have reference; that bank only three or 
four feet under water, easily to be wharfed, no inconvenience being to result to the current with which this bank 
runs parallel, the measure would prove most beneficial, and the trust which I place in its effects makes me desirous 
it may be first attempted. 

The situation also, D, would be iapertant to secure as well those at G, E, F, where batteries under the cover 
of Red Bank, and of another post at H, would mach annoy a shipping engaged with the forts, as was experienced 
last war from a battery at F; protecting one another, these batteries would see down the river as far as would the 
defence of Mud Island, and of the fort C; they would procure a cross fire all the way, but especially above the 
forts; there it would become such, that no vessel should ever venture through, especially as having first to steer 
close between the two fires A and C; these different batteries successively to be passed should leave no safe position 
to ad a damage sustained. — ; 

With this, the greatest possible security would be ensured to the city of a rongy age and without need of che- 
vaux de frise, an expedient which once might have been commendable, but which, for having in a manner’succeed- 


of the ship channel is ae 
e 


ed, should not, however, be thought necessary at this time. In no case whatsoever, I would not advise the sinking 
of any of them, being well convinced, that more embarrassment would ensue to trading navigation, and more inju 
be caused by the necessary alteration which it would occasion in the bank and current, than there can be benefit 
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derived from; all considered, every such means are mere expedients and contrivances, subject to accidents in their 
accomplishment at the moment when danger is near, afd they are too precarious a protection fur a nation’to rest its 
safety upon, and oust never to be made a consideration in the delineation of a plan for fortification, the grand ob- 
ject of which should be to ensure perfect security, with a little trouble, and with as few military as seiko. 

All kinds of forts, and most particularly one as intended, oughtthen to be made capable of self-defence, and 
should be so situated as to check alone the progress of an enemy, ina country especially where militia being the 
main body to muster from, much time is required before troops can be assembled and marched. ‘Too much atten- 
tion cannot be paid, to make all fortifications capable of standing against a vigorous attack, and whenever this can- 
not be done, it is better not to have any, as by becoming useless they must prove greatly prejudicial. 

Guided by these reflections, and considering that the defence of a pass on which the safety of the city of Phila- 
ae depends, is of an importance, as must make the expense attending the accomplishment of an effectual plan 
to defend it, a trivial consideration, although, endeavoring to restrain the works, as may be first begun, within 
the limited sum granted by the Government, | could not, in viewing the situation of Mud Island, confine my la- 
bor immediately to the contriving of a figure for a work, the combination of which, I perceived, demanded a pre- 
vious investigation of the particular circumstances of the opposite shore, and some reflection on the manner of attack 
possible to be carried against; independent of which consideration, any fortifications as may be erected there, will 
ever stand a mere mock of defence. 

Far remote from_ the sea as that situation is, it is certain, that no attack will ever be made, unless it is a very 
determined one; and, viewing the precedent of the manceuvres of an army by a circuitous march to take possession 
of Philadelphia, cannot establish a probability of such an attempt being renewed under the present circumstances 
of the agen * all grand operations must now be first directed toward gaining the pass for shipping, which, conse- 
quently, would determine an operation against the defence of Mud Island, or of any other situation in the river, on 
avery different principle than was once carried on there in 1777. ‘Taking, however, that expedition under consi- 
deration, the result of my inquiries about, and the observations I have made on the proprieties and inconveniences 
of a stand so circumstanced, convince me, that in addition to the work above mentioned, as necessary for the defence 
of the ship channel, others will be wanted to cover and protect these. ' 

The cover of a regular fortified post, to command over Province and Carpenter’s Island, will be wanted suffici- 
ently, spacious to admit, as the occasion may require, a good pocoeee, and made strong to support regular ap- 
proaches and hinder them from being carried directly against the forts on Mud Island, where they may still easily be 
advanced on the island below, which is but the consolidated part of the same mud bank on which the fort would stand. 

The small sketch may show the situation where this post should be fixed, the figuration of the work being left 
undetermined until a proper survey of the country round has been obtained—whether in the manner of a horn, or 
crown work, must depend from the manner of the establishment. on Mud Island, which it must cover, and by 
which it ought to be defended. : 

Some difficulties will be, to continue the work on the island a regular one, the solid part being too narrow to 
admit of square forts, whose line of defence it would render too short; an inconvenience would also arise from 
crooked lines, these being always defective, for a situation easily to be surrounded, as half of the circuitous line 
must inevitably be seen in the flank and rear. Wishing to avoid this inconvenience, and to procure a larger front 
of fire over the channel, I would determine upon the position of the battery as at A, which will show the advan- 
tages of that direction over that of the old forts, the remains of which cannot be any way serviceable but my mak- 


ing use of the materials. ; wis ink Ie fl 
N. B. The defect of that old fort, not only lay in the configuration of its line of defence, which, as General Du- 
rtail well observed, are too short for mutual protection, but its situation is altogether so ill judged as to be enfi- 


aded from every point from whence an attack is the most likely—a disadvantage in no manner remedied by the im- 
provement proposed by that officer, who surely did not see the situation with a proper attention, or he must have 
observed, that no part of the addition which he planned would have been more secure than the old; no work, indeed, 
would be possible to contrive making the old one serve, which could be made a stand even against a few gun boats 
in the west channel; necessarily then, oo all idea of connecting any new work with the former one, I would 
establish the forts and batteries back of the wall now standing, making this serve as a cover, until the work is suffi- 
ciently advanced to mount the batteries, after which it would be pulled down, making the stone serve the construc - 
tion of the principal forts. 

As to what relates to the construction of the batteries and forts, the island being mostly overflowed and of a soft 
clay bottom, it will necessitate to some expense to lay on a solid base in logs framed in the manner of a grate under 
the whole, with a kind of upright framing to receive the platform; observing that, however temporary the object of 
the batteries now to be made may be, the time of which they may be of use, perhaps distant, may render them then 
out of repair, and consequently useless, or that being ever so near at hand, a defect in the superstructure being to 
accelerate their destruction, their object would be unanswered, and the confidence placed in them being disappoint- 
ed, the sparing of proper materials and of the labor should, in both cases, be dearly repaid by the loss of valuable lives, 


and the disasters attending a weak resistance. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
P. CHARLES L’ENFANT. 


Copy of aletier from Major L’Enfant to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Puaveteuia, September 15, 1794. 


Sir: 

After all possible exertions on my part, to progress the fortification at and near Mud Island, and howeyer 
attentive I have been in confining the extent of my operations to the limited sums assigned for, it is with the greatest 
concern I am to inform you that those means, by proving too small, have long since forced me to relent of the pro- 
gress; they are at present so far exhausted, that, unless you can procure a sufficiency of supply to‘continue the work 
for two months longer, the whole must stop before any part is brought to that state of perfection necessary to be 


guarded against winter, and answer to some object of defence. ‘ 
In endeavoring to obviate the consequent injury which I saw must result from leaving what is done in a state 


still imperfect, and apprehending no new supply could be poe since last supplementary sum obtained has it- 
self proved much less than what I had been led to expect from General Knox’s own promises, I determined upon 
an expediential step, that of soliciting, through the Governor of Pennsylvania, the necessary assistance from the State. 
This measure, and the information I gave to a committee of the House at their visit on the island, and at two subse- 
iness, determined a report agreeable to my wish—a sum of siz thousand dollars they 


quent meetings on the busi ort a ; } 
granted as an advance, leaving the manner of repaying it to the next Legislature to determine upon, and also refer- 
ring to the same, the consideration of what would be proper to do respecting the cession of the island to the United 

, and, on another part having obtained. the concur- 


States. This was the purport of the bill this committee pr ) : 
rence of some of the members the least disposed to favor federal measures, I judged that but little opposition would 
be made to the bill; in this hope, however, I have been frustrated by the sudden adjournment of the Legislature, 
who confined their labor to the consideration of the few bills which the Governor, in haste of leaving town with the 
militia, pointed out as the most essential for them to pass. Left by this disappointment in the same dilemma of diffi- 
culties as had induced my application, the prosecution of the business solely now depends on what you can do, and 
in soliciting you to give me immediate directions, I must beg, before you determine on the arrest of the whole of the 

that yeu will consider the consequences, giving a due attention to the particular statement, herein en- 


operations 
chned of the actual situation of the several parts of the work that is engaged in conformity to order of April 27, and 


29th ultimo. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
P. CHARLES L’ENFANT. . 
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P. S. The enclosed statement of the progress of the work on Mud Island, I would beg you would, after perusing 

it, and when may be convenient, return it to the Board of War, as, in the hurry of business, I have had nojtime to 

eep a copy. ; . 

Mr. T. Francis, who sent me the sketch of the account, by which there appears, September 22d, a balance in his 

hands of $1,618 66, wanted immediately to stop all operations. I have requested him to wait until I receive your 
directions, and hope you will favor me with them as immediately as possible. 


Puitavetpuia, Seplémber 25, 1794. 


Statement of the progress made at the several parts of the fortifications, begun at, and near, Mud Island, in the 
river Delaware, agreeably to order of the 27th, and 29th April last. 


Works on the Middle bank east of Mud Island. 


After the many contrarieties experienced, both in procuring the necessaries, and in effecting the sounding, and 
laying of the work in the water; out of two of the several cones and caissonswaoss which are to be made the base to 
erect upon the fort, and which, after being framed together ready to sink, were maliciously set adrift by unknown 

rsons; one portion, which that accident caused to detach from the other, has at last been sunk to its place; but, 
or want of that support which I intended it should receive from the part cut off from it, has sunk to a greater depth 
than expected, and this has necessitated the application of more timber, and quer quantity of stones and iron, 
with the means of which, the work is still only raised level with the low water line, under which it must continue 
to sink gradually, until it can be fastened to the next pile, now secured from the drift, but waiting to be sunk until 
a sufficiency of supply of lumber and of stone can be | prety so as to render the operation safe, and admit of its 
being raised as fast as it will sink, and until it is made steady, and brought level with the first part. 

When these two piles are connected together, they will form the base for half of the front of the fort, but as this 
half lay on the declivity of the bank and toward the main current, it can never be well secured until the other half 
is completed, as may well be judged of from the small sketch of the section of that work hereafter expressed. 
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A—Bank of mud and sand. | 

B—Cone first sunk, and how it sunk for want of the support C. 

b—Additional work to keep it to the low water line. 

C—Caisson that has been detached and is necessary to sink to fasten the part B b. 
D—Other half, which will absolutely secure the whole bank within the frame. 


The situation of the part B will show the absolute necessity of sinking immediately the part C, and of fastening 
both together, raising the whole’above the high water line, as expressed by the dotted line - - - - else, that, by layin 
asit does, close to the main current, it may give way under the pressure of floating ice, and slip down into the channel, 
which cannot be apprehended when raised above high water, the banking of any aoe of ice all round being in no 
way dangerous, the deepest part of the frame running parallel with the bank, and with the current. 


Works upon Mud Island. 


The new grand battery extending towards the main channel, under cover of the wall parapet, is but progressed so 
far as to have the wharf, which is its foundation, completely raised on an extent of about 700 feet, sunk in a depth of 
from four to fifteen feet, partly in the mud and partly in the stream current. Behind this a large esplanade is formed 
over the deep swamp, opposite to the old barracks, filled in to the height of the wharfs, level with the high water 
mark; which left this part to be raised, all over, to about three feet more, (making allowance for the natural settling 
of new made ground,) before the parapet can’be raised and the battery properly mounted; now, the guns being only 
laid along side the edge of the whart to forward its settling. 

The next work is the old wall rampart of about 290 yards long. Of that wall, the remains of the old fort, 160 yards, 
has been banked inside, ready to form a parapet and rampart platforms; the whole about forty-five feet broad and 
on an — ten feet high, which left this i about seven feet still lower that it ought to be to mount the cannons 
upon. Adding to this, a portion of a line of intrenchment, which is just beginning, on an extent of about 140 yards, 
but which is yet one half below the height it is to be. They altogether comprehend all what has been attempted of 
the plans approved of, for the improvement of the fort on Mud Island, and the construction of the new one intended 
upon the middle bank. Ph 

The manner how the whole has been directed, determining the greatest progress in all the part most difficult to 
come at, and which would be impossible to attempt at a moment of imminent danger, will show that I have been less 
anxious to make a show of progress, flattering to the eyes, than eager in bringing forward those parts on which, I 
consider, the good defence of the place most particularly depends. On another part, I considered, all the parapet I 
could raise, being made of muddy clay, must, however well rammed down asit is, alter in their shape, in proportion 
as the whole will settle down, that glacis and level of angles must deface, as long as the watery substance is not 
fairly expunged, from within, and this being not to be — but after the winter has passed over. It therefore 
becomes economical to delay, until the s ring, to sod and slope ee the whole. 

Giving this sketch of the situation of the fortifications at, and near, Mud Island, nothing having been attempted 
but that was of necessity to perform; if, notwithstanding all possible economy, the provision made proves unan- 
swerable, to a proper accomplishment of what is begun, before the bad season comes. I think I need not say any 
thing more of the circumstances, by which those funds at disposal have proved insufficient, than calling to memory 
the great inconveniency, under which the operations were conducted, at a pee destitute of every comfort for the 
hands; lay y er to all accidents of the season, uncommonly bad in the months of June, July, and August, when ex- 
traordinary freshes and storms greatly injure the work and caused an increase of labor which could not have been 
foreseen nor avoided, having had successively to repair the extensive bank round the Island; to‘build new sluices; 

n new drains; and to dig over and over again all ditches; without which the whole Island must have been over- 

owed; the whole work upset, and the laboring hands, with the garrison, reduced to the most unhappy situation. 


P. CHARLES L’ENFANT. 


Copy of a letter from Major L’ Enfant to the Secretary of War, dated 
Puapetpuia, May 16, 1794. 


Sir: 
Complying with your directions, I repaired to the State of Delaware, and in my way to the Governor, first 
tock a view of the situation at Wilmington. i 
That place well otered, By nature, against a navy, as may come up the river, I found need but of a small bat- 
tery to have its harbor protected. 
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‘Two situations offer for that battery, which may be said to be equally advantageous, if considering only the na- 
vigation through Christiana and Brandywine cians the one at A, at the confluence of these two canals, the other, 
lower down at B, rightly at the mouth! of the main branch; but as the object of a post, as yaenaes canon 
to guard the merchantmen and store, in the confined harbor of Christiana creek, from insult, the situation B, 
only eligible—its advantage over the other would be, its greatest vicinity to the grand channel of the river, hid 
which the post there, would keep a good look out; while the battery may play oyer the wide surfice truly, not _as-to 
stop, but greatly incommode a vessel, which it would necessitate to keep aloof from that shore. ‘This post would be 
out of the reach of the commanding ground at Wilmington; it would be more independent from that town, atid its 
garrison better trained there to military duty, by having sorties sent out to patrol over the space C C C, over which, when- 
ever a suspected vessel lay in the river, it will be essential to keep a good watch, because it is to be observed, that 

or plunder the stores, lying atD D D, must be made that way, the navigation through 


an attempt to burn the shipping, i 
the creek, even if it should be left without a battery, being not safe for such an attempt, as after the alarm is given, 
the inhabitants mustering behind the bank all along the meander of the creek, would easily prevent the going back 
of any boats, or armed vessels; this consideration, and that of the ‘nage circumstances of the ground’ H H H. 
east of the Brandywine and Christiana creeks, down to the river shore, convincing me of the perfect security of 
that side, I would view a post erected at A, as absolutely useless. The British, it has been objected, had a redoubt 

which to some people is conclusive, that that must be the situation; to this it need 


erected there last war, at Aa > : e sit 
only be observed, that that redoubt was to close the right of a line of defence from the height, north of the town, al! 
along, and fronting toward the Brandywine, from which side they had to fear, and nothing to apprehend from that, 


CC C being master of the river, a circumstance which, now to be absolutely the reverse, would necessitate in case the 

post at A should be insisted upon to extend that post, crossing it over the Christiana creek, and establi ing a stro 

redoubt at F, to master those marshes, partly covering the space C C C, the difficulties of passing which, thought by 
e vulgar a great security, it is well known of all partisans are the weaker of defence, must always become a mean 


to favor their design. P f : : aD 3 
The next of my inquiries carried me lower down the river; much had been said to me of the pass at Eagle point. 
which the Governor of Delaware had been solicited to represent to the Federal Government, as the most eligible 
lace for a fort; and, knowing he had declined making the representation, under expectation [ would make it my 
business on my arrival at Newcastle, I engaged one of the stage sloops; and in company with the proprietors 
of the land about that point, together with a number of captains of vessels, I proceeded immediately to the sounding 
of the river, first across the main channel, and coming upon the Pip sh; a bank forming an island opposite le 
and Reedy Points, continued the sounding along side of that bank, oft times going across and back again, and reach- 
ed Reedy Island, thence coming back, sounding close to the main shore, until out of that pass;_ which the operation 
proved to have a channel much wider, and more free, than had been imagined; this well satisfied the persons the 
most desirous of seeing a fort erected there, that it would not answer the object; a single fort at the point surel 
would not be adefence. Nevertheless, looking upon that situation, with the one opposite, upon the Pip Ash Island, 
it cannot be questioned but that pass may be well armed, and that proper works erected there would ‘protect the 
whole river back; there being no other pass but a shallow channel east of the Pip Ash, and running close to it, the 
width of the river toward Jersey being barren all over. With respect to the self security of the works, on these 
two points, this would ‘be greater than in any situation I have observed, considering the distance of the Jersey shore 
would uot admit of any battery to be erected, against a fort on the Pip Ash, and that the one at Eagle Point, lyin 
at the end of a tong and narrow neck, which requires a circuitous march to take possession of, would be poses bo 
against regular approaches, the undertaking of which would be a tedious and difficult operation. “-, 
The perfect security which the protection of that pass would ensure to the whole river, and to the several harbor 
towns on its shore, being an object fully to compensate the expense of erecting proper werks’on it, although the 
means at present inadequate, as they are, to the accomplishment of those iy poss, fhrgen determined upon, can- 
not indulge me in the idea that these shall be undertaken at present. I could not but wish to ascertain myself the 
propriety of that situation, of an importance, in my opinion, not to be lost sight sight of, when the means of the 
country will render the undertaking practicable. : ft Ie ae a 
Many other observations could be made on the propriety of different situations for look-out forts, on the east and 
west shore of the Delaware, and where small batteries may greatly distress a navy; as, for instance, at a point 
opposite Wilmington, close to which the main channel runs, and every lange vessel must pass. These means of dis- 
tressing an enemy in a river, the navigation of which is so liable to be invaded as is that contemplated, can never be 
too much multiplied; and, adding to those look outs, gun boats, or rowing galleys, I question not but the river would 
be effectually defended against all small naval expeditions; the facility now, the most contemptible of privateers 
will find to plunder or lay under ashes those stores and vessels lying at Chester, Marcus Hook, and Newcastle; 
but places more immediately accessible than is Wilmington, being inviting them to the attempt, I cannot but ex- 
ress my opinion, they ought to have been the first to protect; each of them are most susceptible of being well de- 
ended with batteries at the head of wharves prolonging out in the river, and post on the shore; they would become 
as pac | defences to the river itself. Newcastle, in particular, should be provided for; not because of its great com- 
mercial interest, which I conceive rather limited, owing to the back navigation carrying the country produce another 
way, but because of its importance, when militarily viewed, that place being an essential point in that grand chain of 
posts for garrisons, which should be combined together, from the southward to the eastern States, all along the coast, 
as well as on the back frontiers. —- Shel . ? 
This situation, Newcastle, is most happily circumstanced to be made strong, and to unite all what is requisite, 
a grand garrison. Many situations across to the Chesapeake head would be proper stands to-entrench for de 
corps, which would shut up ee passage through that neck, whose protection requires also some strong establishment 
on sare river and at Turk ag the particular circumstances of which places I could not take upon me to 
survey, finding these were out of the limits of Delaware; their immediate importance, however, to, and connexion 
with, the defence for the protection of the States of Delaware and Pennsylvania, should annex them to that district. 
which would lessen the inconveniency which must necessarily result from ing on the fortifications in each dis- 
trict, independent of each other, in lieu of determining its situation and force from the consideration of the-relation 
which a spot may have with, and the assistance it may give or receive from, those in other States. A manner of pro- 
cess the only economical and secure in the establishment of fortifications, when intended to defend a grand -fron- 
tier, and an exclusive sea coast; for which, to adopt a general systein, should be first laid down; a proper survey of. 
every situation ought at first to have been made, connecting these in a general map, and determining thereon what 
nature of fortifications may be necessary, with respect to the population of the States, and the habit and disposition 
of the people, on whose exertion and support those defences may depend. ~~ 
Finding that no ground at Wilmington had yet been petcvesetl and the Governor of that State wishing some 
time to consider, and determine upon the appointment of a proper person to conduct the work, he understanding 
that the cannon for the fort proposed, could not immediately be had; no inconvenience being to result froma little 
delay in beginning it, I agreed with him, that after sending him the result of my observation on the propriety of 
the situation, I should determine that I should wait for his answer, and his. appointment of a day for me to meet 
with him, and proceed according as may be judged most eligible. Doubting not he will communicate previously 
with you on the subject, I shall esteem it a favor to obtain your opinion on the propriety of the foregoing observations. 


be 
Ya 





From Major L’ Enfant to the Secretary of War, dated Philadelphia, 2d July, 1794. 


Sir: ’ 

The Governor of Delaware’s answer to two of my letters, coming into my hands on the very evening after I 
received your notification of the 30th past, I thought most expedient before I go and meet with bran, to answer in 
writing to his objections, and to the reasons which he gave to cover the motives of the opposition made by the. 
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inhabitants of Wilmington, respecting the emplacement I have designated, to fortifi upon. The copy of this answer 
[ here enclose to you, for your consideration of the circumstances that ddierminied my choice. The next post will 

y bring me the Governor’s final determination, and I shall accordingly proceed on as you direct, provided 
no new difficulties occur, which I greatly apprehend. Major Bush’s late communication to me, contains some 
reflections which have been cast upon me, on a misrepresentation of the motives actuating me, which, I trust, those 
who know me will consider as insulting as it is unmerited; but this is but an account of the profit of office. 

For some time past the work at Mud Island has acquired a pretty close attention, and as we are now on the 
point of sinking part of the grand wharves, on the middle bank, which is about framing, and staked out in the 
water, being eel necessitated to go there at the moment’s call, unless a_purchase of the ground as shall be de- 
termined at Wilmington, is actually effected, so that the work may be set about immediately, my repairing there 
can be no advancement to the business, and will rather interfere with the more important work of the forts here. 





- From Major L’ Enfant to the Governor of the State of Delaware, dated Philadelphia, 1st July, 1794. 
IR: 
It will perhaps be needless for me to enter here more largely than I have done before, on the merit of the 
situation I have chosen to erect fortifications for the defence of the navigation to Wilmington; since, after what I 
have already said, the objections made, and the expressions of your letter of the 28th ultimo, most fully convinces 
me, no arguments ever so demonstrative of the error of the opposition I meet with, will persuade contrarily to the 
determination a ntly taken to force the establishment on that situation, suitable to some of the inhabitants of 
that place, to the hazard of its proving useless, and thereby becoming detrimental to the interest of the United 
tes. 

However determined in my choice, as I have been from two important considerations—the immediate security 
of the navigation to the place, which the law directs—next, that of making the establishment small, as it may be 
susceptible of serving for the protection of the Delaware shore, [ indeed but little expected the difficulties I now 
encounter, and wishing to evidence the principle actuating me, it becomes necessary I should answer to your objec- 
tions, with that freedom the candor of my intentions authorize. You say, sir, *‘ the work -necessary to be erected 
where I determined, must be attended with much greater expense,” &c. Without asking how this has been ascer- 
tained, but presuming from your own observation, you speak from a computation of the difference of a free labor, which 
you say the imhabitants are willing to perform, provided the work is erected where they wish it to be, meaning 
apparently by this, that their assistance cannot be expected where I propose. I must first observe this would have 
but little weight with me, because the works intended having a permanent object, would better be constructed by 

roper workmen carrying it on gradually, than to have recourse to those expedients of mustering the citizens at 
arge, which may do well at a moment of immediate necessity; when circumstances may require those works to be 
made complete.. Admitting that what I propose may cause an excedent of expense as you imagine, it may be 
answered, that by the situation of the work that expense would in a manner prove a saving to the public, for reason 
of the double use the work would then be, while affording the most effectual defence at the entrance of Christiana 
creek. The circumstance of the situation you must surely not have attended to. When speaking of the other you 
say, “* that place being fortified will command all of both the creeks, which the lower pore won’t do, except the 
very mouth of Christiana.” Is not, sir, that the first entrance of the Brandywine creek? and of all other small 
branches whose mouths lay far up? and is it not, consequently, that by securing the very mouth of Christiana, I secure 
all other branches of navigation, the same as by shutting the street door of a house, one may leave the inside door 

n, without fear of robbery? I mentioned that fixing a pet at the mouth of that creek, would make the battery 
play over the river, &c.; and in your endeavor to lessen that advantage, you observe, **the main ship channel ran 

r off;” but you do not consider how, in the defence of that channel with galleys, gun boats, or the like, that fort 
would facilitate the manceuvres of such vessels—how it would permit their keeping in the river before any naval 
force, by assuring them shelter and protection, without the bar of the creek, up of which stream in fault of these, 
such vessels must seek a retreat, with the danger in their way of being destroyed from behind the bank, or at least 
blockaded in, so as to become absolutely useless. ; ieee 

Another misjudgment of the circumstance of the spot which I propose, is evinced by your apprehension of the 
ground all iho being easy to inundate, “* difficult to reinforce with militia in case of alarm or emergency;” * nay”’ 
say you, “* impossible if an enemy should land below, and cut down the bank, whereby the whole work would 
covered with water.” Certainly this must be a mistake, being constant that the best security for all fortified posts 
is, that facility of laying the country round under water—an expedient which an enemy would rather dread, and 
endeavor to prevent, than be eager to facilitate, as this would be shutting himself the way to conquest. That b 
laying all the low ground under water, “* would make it difficult and impossible to reinforce or to supply the fort,” 
is net better founded, seeing evidently that the navigation from the town down, by the ay of the creek, can by 
no exertions whatever, be impeded, and that the way on the summit of the banks each side of the creek, only made 
more secure by the marsh being inundated, no army could cut off the communication to the forts under such cir. 
cumstances as you may suppose. __ ae. 

With respect to salubrity, you object ‘the situation is remarkably unhealthy.” { might also contend this, ob- 
serving that the bottom of the meadow, on that side of the creek, is rather more raised than on the other; that it has 
good springs of water, and a number of habitations close by the bank, whose inhabitants look as healthy as in other 
places. In short, if we were to listen to the opinion of the concerned on either side, we would have heard that 
the situation at Wilmington is the most feverish of the two. ‘This can only argue, that, where a jealousy amongst 
settlers does exist, but little confidence can be placed in their opinion on such subjects. It may, therefore, be wise to 
conclude, from the nearness of the two places, only separated by a stream 300 yards wide, as also from the sameness 
of the circumstance of the ground each side, no difference in point of health can exist, such as can argue contrarily 
to the good reasons I have stated to make the establishment at or near the mouth of the creek, where it may become 
of some service while at. . 

The place at the rock a fort can in no manner serve, but as a dead show of defence, as, although that situation 
sees and commands over both creeks, as you mention small boats may, notwithstanding, pass, stealing away under 
coyer of the bank, unnoticed by the garrison, this, and the consideration that a serious attempt against the mills 
at Brandywine, or against the shipping in Christiana harbor, cannot reasonably be made through that way, it is to 
be concluded, that a battery then will only answer for a salute, and to afford an afternoon diversion to the inhabi- 
tants of the town. That this should be an object with many, if I may judge from the reasoning which I have heard 
on thesubject, I believe it, especially since what you mention of an objection to the fort below, being“ its remote situa- 
tion, which would render it inconvenient to the inhabitants.” For their repairing there [ must own I see no frequent 
necessity, nor indeed conceive the advantage, even ir: the case of an enemy being near: for a fort, to be answer- 
able to its object, should be made capable of defending itself, without need of external corps of troops to protect 
and cover it, as you seem to contemplate, by way, I presume, of removing any objections to the commanding Reights 
back of the situation of the rock, saying ‘‘it is the business of the militia to guard and defend these heights, which, 
I make no doubt, they will do against any forces that may attempt,” &c. Ae 

I doubtless confide as much as you do in the courage of freemen to defend their rights and privileges; however, 
I must confess [ am apprehensive the efforts of a militia would be fruitless on such a call. Besides, it is to be no- 
ticed that none of the works at either place contemplated can protect the town; that, in case of a serious attack, 
the town must, of necessity, fall the first; and, as the only advantage then which can be expected from this fort 
is, that, by shutting the navigation of the creek, it would cut off a communication between an enemy posssasing the 
town and the shipping in the river, it needs but a moment of consideration to be convinced, that the only eligible po- 
sition is at the very mouth of Christiana creek, since being no more in power to place your militia so as to defend 

. the rock, a work of whatever strength, then must fall with the town. 
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The foregoing being meant to show the propriety of my insisting upon the choice I have made, I trust you. will be- 
lieve I am detertnined ts this from a sense of my duty, for you will doubtless consider, that, although I am to act 
under your directions, yet the expressions of my instructions being to the following purport: “ the cppie of the 
ground, together with all the combinations and effects depending thereon, will rest upon your judgment,” I become 
a for the consequences of yielding inconsiderately, or through courtesy, to opinions contrary to those 
which I entertain. 

Proceeding, in all my operations, independent of any influence but that of a warm and sincere wish, by all my 
might, to promote the general good, while I point out what I truly conceive the only expedient means to secure the 
main object of general defence, and give immediate tad: to the place which the law directs, I would sincerely 
regret to see a party spirit oppose my steps, if by arming the prejudices of an uninformed. multitude, it should suc- 
ceed in raising a jealousy against _— on which depend the peace and the preservation of the blessing of that 
liberty we so long have contended for. : ‘smuari aittant 

To conclude, should you still insist on rejecting the situation I propose, for that which the inhabitants of Wil- 
mington wish, in opposition to all the reasoning condemning the measure, it will be necessary you will, by a positive 
injunction to me to proceed accordingly, remove from me all the responsibility, taking upon yourself the conse- 
quences. P at 

Should you, on the contrary, as [ hope you will, agree with my choice of the spot near the mouth of Christiana 
creek, I should wish that measures may be immediately taken to effect the purchase of part of the ground which I 
caused to be surveyed, extending the lot so as to include the principal, if not. the whole, of the rising ground, form- 
ing a kind of island in the meadow; the small house, as it stands upon, would serve as a barrack, which would be en- 
closed in a fortified redoubt, which would cover, with great advantage, the battery on the bank below. From the 
certified disposition of the proprietor to sell, no difficulties can arise on that score, and as to the expense, this 
would be greatly compensated by making the house subservient to the purpose of a garrison, and, also, by the savi 
in raising a parapet out of solid ground, which would not occasion any thing like the expense at places where it wou 
be necessary to bring the dirt from a distance. In the interim of these operations, and merely to convince the in- 
habitants o a I wish, as much as may be consistent with a sense of my duty, to make every thing 
agreeable to them, I would erect-a small battery at the rock, which need not be enclosed but by a palisade, making 
the small house then serve as a barrack. 





FORTIFICATIONS AT BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, AND NORFOLK, VIRGINIA. 


Instructions to John Jacob Ulrick Rivardi, acting as temporary Engineer in the service of the United States. 


In pursuance of the direction of the President of the United States, you are hereby appointed an engineer, for 
the purpose of fortifying ‘the ports and harbors hereinafter mentioned, viz. Baltimore, in the State of land, 
Alexandria and Norfolk, in the State of Virginia. ; : ‘ . 

You are, therefore, immediately to repair to the ports to be fortified, in the said States, respectively, and, in case 
the Governors should be near any of the said ports, you are to wait upon themand exhibit these instructions; but, if 
the Governors should be at any considerable distance from your route, you are respectfully to notify them of your ap- 
pointment, enclose them a copy of these instructions, and inform them that you have repaired to the oresaid, 
in order to make the necessary surveys and investigations relatively to your mission, which you will submit to their 
consideration, and take their orders thereon. 

As soon as you shall receive their approbation of your plans, you are to construct the works and execute them 
with all possible despatch. ; p ~~ : 

The following is an extract of the estimate on which the appropriations for the fortifications have been founded; 
the proportions of expense, therefore, herein stated, for the said ports, must not be exceeded, viz. 


Ba.timoreE, 28 pieces. 





Parapets, embrasures, and platforms for batteries, for 28 pieces, , : ; - > $2,015.44 
A redoubt, with four embrasures, . : . ; ; : ‘ 810.00 
Two magazines, . . ° ° , : : 4 ; 400.00 
Block house with barracks, . ‘ . : : 4 j a 500.00 
Contingencies, ; : ‘ ° . “4 : 500.00 

$4,225.44 


Garrison to consist of 1 subaltern, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 24 privates. 


NokFoLk, 24 pieces. 
Batteries, embrasures, and platforms, . . ° ; ; : - $1,727.52 


Redoubt, with embrasures, ° , ‘ ° ‘ é ‘ : 810.00 
A magazine, ° ° ° ° ° 4 . < . 200.00 
Block house or barracks, . ‘ r : ‘ : > 500,00 
Contingencies, ‘ ‘ ‘ . ‘ . ey 4 é ‘: 500.00 

$3,797.52 


Garrison to consist of 1 subaitern, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, 2 musicians, 24 privates. 


Alexandria was inserted by the Legislature, and not contained in the original estimate, it is, therefore, at present 
to be fortified with works for twelve pieces. ; 

It will readily be perceived, by the lowness of the estimate, that the parapets of the works intended to be 
erected are to be of earth, or, where that cannot easily be obtained of an adhesive quality, the parapets may be 
faced with strong timber, and filled in with such earth as can be had. _ 

It is, however, conceived that, in most cases, earth may be procured, and that a parapet made thereof -will not 
only form a solid defence, but even be durable, if the earth be tenacious and properly sloped and sodded inside and 
out, and the seed of knotgrass sown so as to bind the sods and earth together. — 

it is, however, apprehended that the embrasures, made in this manner, would suffer from the explosion of the 
powder from the cannon, and that, therefore, where the batteries are not en barbette, that the embrasures ought to-be 
framed with joist, and faced with plank, of two inches thick. ay ! 

Where the batteries are to be erected on points of land, islands, or other places, at a distance from the towns 
intended to be defended, they ought to be covered or secured by a redoubt, or other enclosed work, in which the 

rrison should reside constantly, either in a barrack or a strong block house, as shall be judged most expedient. 

ut, in general, as the op tepees will be weak in numbers, a block house mounting one or two small pieces of can- 
non in its upper story will be more secure, and, therefore, to be preferred. These, however, ought not to be niuch, if 
any, exposed to the fire of heavy cannon. A block house will not contain more than fifty men; if the garrison, 
therefore, should be enlarged, tents must be used. , : i sey iy 

The redoubts, in manage ought to be of a size to contain five hundred men, so as to resist a-sudden enterprise 
of an enemy, and perhaps the idea ought to be embraced, in the first instance, that ey should be of such extent as 
¥ admit tim - r casemates, to be erected hereafter, so as to enable the garrison to resist, in some tolerable degree, a 

mbard ment, 
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_ Butit is not proposed at preseat to erect such casemates, excepting for a magazine, which must be formed of massy 
tunber, and be six feet thick on the roof, exclusive of the earth, and jointed and caulked in such a manner as to be 
perfectly tight. Care must be taken to have these magazines property ventilated and free from dampness; they are 
to be of a size sufficient to hold one hundred and fifty rounds of powder for each piece of cannon intended to be 
served from it. The spot at which a magazine of this nature shall be fixed will require great judgment, so as to 
combine security against an enemy, either open or subtle, or any danger from common accidents. 

Your judgment will, also, direct what parts of your works shall be protected by friezes, and what by palisadoes, 
or whether your redoubts shall have embrasures, or fire en barbette, with small cannon. As the redoubts are to cover 
the batteries, they would certainly secure and resist better without embrasures—the batteries are to annoy. 

The choice of the ground on which the batteries and works are to be erected, with all the combinations and 
works depending thereon, will rest up:n your judgment, under the directions of the Governors. 

It has not been intended, by any thing herein specified, to point out the particular manner in which the works 
should be executed. Outlines, only, have been given to serve in regulating the expense, which is limited by the 
sums before mentioned. 

Some person, in whose ingenuity and industry confidence can be placed, will be appointed, at each of the said 
ports, to superintend the actual execution of the works, according to your directions. Arrangements will also be 
made by him, or some other person, to obtain the necessary workmen, implements, and materials, which will be 
required in this business; but every thing must be previously estimated and calculated by you. 

_ Although the business, herein entrusted to your charge, is, in itself, of an highly honorable nature, and strongly 
evincive of the confidence of the President of the United States, and which would, probably, enhance your reputa- 
tion, yet it is explicitly to be understood by you that the employment is only temporary, and not conferring or involv- 
ing any military rank whatever. : 

For a compensation for your services and personal expenses, you will be allowed and paid at the rate of four 
dollars per day, while you shall be employed. For all reasonable extra expenses, such as necessary boat hire, and 
persons to assist in your surveys, you will be allowed; but for these you must keep regular accounts and take 
receipts. . , 

You are to deliver to the Governors copies of all your plans, surveys, soundings, &c., and also transmit copies of 
the same to this office. You ere also to make a weekly report to this office of your proceedings. I have issued my 
pe wn in your favor, for two hundred and fifty dollars, as an advance on account of your compensation and per- 
sonal expenses. 

As tie conceived that the case of Norfolk is the most pressing, you will stay no longer in Baltimore than is 
necessary to inform the Governor, mark out the works, and leave the execution for the present to Captain Stricker, 
or some other person whom the Governor may appoint for that purpose. 

You will please to give every necessary direction or advice relatively to the mounting of the cannon at those 
places. Ihave written to Captain Stricker at Baltimore, and the Governor will appoint some person for Norfolk. 
Colonel Fitzgerald, of Alexandria, may have the superintendence of mounting the cannon at that place. A rever- 
beratory furnace, for hot balls, must be erected for each battery. 

Given at the War Office of the United States, this twenty-eighth day of March, 1794. 

H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


Copy of a Letter from J. J. U. Rivardi to the Secretary of War, dated 
Bautimore, pril 13, 1794. 
Sir: 
[ had the honor to receive, yesterday night, your letter of the 11th instant. I hasten to answer it, and to commu- 
nieate to you my plans for the fortifications of Baltimore; they were drawn in the greatest hurry, but are suffi- 
ciently exact to convey a good idea of the spot, its advantages, and its defences. 

The point of land represented in the small map, accompanying the plan, is about three miles from town to its 
extremity, where the old fortifications are placed; the branch of river, which extends itself to Baltimore, and forms 
the harbor, has hardly one hundred and twenty perches breadth at the entrance, where there was a chain, during 
the last war, as is marked in the map; the points, marked A B, indicate the opening left for the passage of vessels; 
the water is deep enough there to admit a frigate. ‘There are two banks, expressed by dotted lines, which render 
it impossible to any vessel of some burthen to sail in any other direction but that dotted on the map; a direction 
which presents the broadside to the front of the lower battery. 

You will please to observe, that every work, which I propose, is expressed in the paper with yellow color; there 
are three parts to be attended to in the works exhibited in the plan, viz: the lower battery, A, B, C, the upper bat- 


— D, k, F, and the star fort G. > f 
‘he lower battery’s greatest defect, in point of construction, is, that a vessel, after having passed the upper reel, 


can with ease pose its broadside in the side of the guns; this enfilade is prevented by raising the epaulement, 1, 2, 
3, wiich affords, likewise, sufficient room to pursue, with a sure fire, a vessel which should have succeeded in pass- 
ing; whereas the battery, in its present situation, must be abandoned, as soon as a vessel, even of a few guns, passes 
the point. The salliant angle B, is totally undermined by the water, and partly fallen down, in such a manner that, 
without having recourse to an expensive pilotis, there is no possibility to do ve thing — to bring the line, B, C, 
back to 4, 5, and B, 4, to 5, 6; by that method the direction of the fire is not altered, and there is still space enough 
for the free managementof the artillery; the height I, covers the battery on that side, and the ground round it is so 
commanded by the upper works, that the enemy could derive no advantage from it. That lower battery can con- 
tain twenty guns, whereas there were only eleven formerly, by a bad idea that it was better to have more in the 
upper works. I think it will be indispensable to have a beam of two feet to the battery even if the embrasures were 
faced with timber or saucissons. ‘The communication from the lower to the upper works, was from |) to H, but it 
has been destroyed by some persons who transformed the whole of the spot, together with the ground intended for 
the powder magazine, into a deep pit, by digging for red ochre. I propose, therefore, to bring the whole of it toa 
gentle slope, in which it will be easy to cut a road for the cannon, the lower battery will then be commanded by the 
redoubts, which formerly could not fire a single bullet into it. Ly "op : 

- The upper battery commands the lower one very imperfectly; being too near of it, considering its height aud the 
necessary thickness of the breastwork, it will be necessary to take away a ‘good deal of its ascent, otherwise, the 
epaulements, indispensable for its protection, would be of an enormous and very expensive elevation. Six guns can 
be conveyed to the lower battery, as five pieces in embrasures, and three or four on frame carriages, will be quite 
sufficient, the !atter to be on the line D, k and the embrasures as marked in the plan; that upper battery had the 
same fault of the lower one, viz: to have its rear completely open from the town side, so that a vessel, in intelligence 
with the enemy, would silence the whole of the guns, after having sailed down the river as far as the point O. In 
general, a small body of men, landing in boats any where on the western side of the point, might with ease, in the 
present state of things, penetrate wherever they should think proper, and spike the guns. ‘ 

The only and the cheapest method I could contrive to secure the whole of the works, and to establish mutual 
defence, is to continue the epaulement, D, in E; then to project a line, E, F, terminated by the redans, F, G, H; 
by that method we obtain a well directed cross-fire on the land side, the defence of the river is increased of the 
flank, F, G, the sree battery is sheltered, and we obtain a commodious space, well covered, for the barracks and 
magazines; the ditch running before the breastwork, E, F, G, H, communicates with that of the redoubt, drains the 
ground, and forms a barrier round the works. ; 

The Star fort never was entirely finished, and the greatest part of the ditch is filled up with the earth of the para- 
pets; that kind of redoubt, always bad in itself, (the fires being oblique, and the salliant, as well as the entrant 
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angles, indefensible) is rendered still more so, the perpendicular of construction bein one-fourth, instead of one-third 
of the side of the polygone; the only method by which it is possible to render the place able of a good defence, is:to 
J and K, in small pieces, en barbette, on travelling carri would defend, by 
$ 


construct the two small bastions ( } 
their fire, the whole breadth of the point; all the entrant and salliant angles, but two, would be perfectly flank 
a powder magazine could be constructed in the bastion K, as it is the dryest place in the whole point, orm 


itself serving as a bomb proof. Iam sorry the mail, which closes to night, forces me to be more laconic than [ should 


be on that head, but the inspection of the plan will supply any further explanation. 

There ought to be, on the crponte shore and close to the chain, a small tele de pont, or, what would be better, a 
square redoubt, to prevent any boat from destroying the chain in the night. I would have it slightly constructed, 
and to hold only a couple of small four pounders, that the enemy could make no use of it against the lower battery. 

I think it would be highly necessary to have immediately a couple of carriages made, if it was only to have the 
pieces examined and tried, which I would like to see done before I go. I shall, with the greatest pleasure, give 
every necessary direction on that head, as soon as I have your positive erders, and shall likewise, in a few days, 
write down what carriages should be requisite for the different works. 


It is evident that the sum‘allowed by the Government, is entifely insufficient, even to repair the old works, and 
latforms, carriages, &c.; but [ have been assured, that the militia will turn out, 


to erect the necessary buildings, p I I d 
‘The sum above mentioned will then be sufficient for materials, carpenters’ work, &c. 


and give all possible assistance. é ate 
I shall want 1,280 feet solid timber, for the facing of some part of the works, at one shilling a foots 1,400 palisadoes 


to freize and palissade the berm and ditch of those two sides of the redoubts which are not flanked, besides the ne- 
cessary timber for facing the embrasures and cavpnang: tse platforms; much will be done by the citizens of Mary- 
land. General Williams is absent, and is in such a bad state of health, that he is not expected toreturn. Lieu- 
tenant Dodge seems to be an active man, and well calculated to forward the execution of the business; but I wish 
a man, understanding the geometrical part of the business, could be now and then consulted during my absence. 
There is one Mr. Frangois Sonty who is perfectly competent to that business, and who, with very little encourage- 
ment, would attend when it would be necessary. I have sent to-day my plans to the Governor, with all the neces- 
sary explanations, and shall have the honor of communicating to you his answer as soon as I receive it. 1 imagine 
the best method will be, to begin by the barracks, to go on then with the lower battery, and to proceed in the order 
the importance of the works will dictate. I shall repair to Norfolk as soon as I am at liberty to go. I do not know 
even if it would not be better to sail there first, as in twenty-four hours I could easily perform that journey by 


water, and when I should be ready for plans I could then go to Alexandria. . 
Please to inform me how many guns you intend to send down to this place, and what calibre, and likewise what 
uantity of ammunition. Mr. Dodge mentioned to me like: vise, that he did not know yet when he could receive the 


unds for the purchase of materials. I crave again indulgence on account of this very neglected letter; my hurry, 
and my quality of a foreigner, will, I hope, be sufficient apologies to entitle me to it. 


Copy of a letter from J. J. U. Rivardi, te the Secretary of War, dated 
Battmore, “April 20, 1794. 


Sir: 

Having received two days ago letters of the Governor of Maryland, expressing his full satisfaction of the plans 
which I proposed, I drew immediately the lines on the ground, and prepared drawings and sections on a large scale, 
for the superintendent of the works; | think, therefore, that. nothing can delay either their execution, or my jour- 

for which place I set off to-morrow by the packet. I shall take the liberty now to state to you the 


ney to Norfolk 
demand for tools and materials which I delivered to Lieutenant Dodge, viz: - ; 
d feet of one inch plank, one thousand feet one 


For the barracks.—A frame forty feet by sixteen, five thousan } 
gles, nails, and the necessary hinges, window frames, &c. 


iy <9 one quarter ditto, four thousand shin 1 : : 1 
. For workmen’s tools.--One hundred shovels, thirty pick-axes, thirty-six pickets, seventy wheel barrows, a hun- 


dred _fathom line. . 
or .—Six workmen for the barracks, and six journeymen for the fortifications. I signed that first demand 

the 15th April, 1794. : ; : Sal 
The second demand is for two gins, with their blocks and falls; for one crowbar; and for an addition of six ‘work- 


men. It is signed the 19th of April, 1794. ; 
gave, besides, an estimate of the necessary materials for platforms, embrasures, &c. as follows: 


1 
For 32 platforms, requiring, each, 125 feet of oak timber, one foot square, and 261 feet of oak plank, three 


inches and a half thick. Squared oak, 4,000 feet; plank, 8,352 feet. 

For 28 embrasures, each wanting 166 feet of two inch plank, 4,648 feet. . 

For the guns. Eleven garrison carriages for 18 pounders; four garrison carriages for 12 pounders; six travelling 
carriages for 12 pounders, and two after trains. One travelling carriage for a 6 pounder, if it bears trial. 

I gave the necessary directions for the carriages, and Mr. Dodge will contract for the wood necessary to their 
construction, as they will then be much cheaper than the pattern which I had made here. I saw one eighteen poun- 


der mounted yesterday, and showed, myself, how to try it. The company of artillery of the town offered their 
services for trying all the other pieces in the same manner. In general, it seems that the, citizens are di to 
give every possible assistance; so that I hope the whole plan will be executed for the sum allowed by the Govern- 
ment. I directed the superintendent to proceed immediately with the lower ry? as the most important, and tq 
mount the cannon, as the platforms and 9 are ready for their reception. The first letter I shall have the honor 
to write to you, will be dated at Norfolk. I beg you to depend upon my diligence, and believe me to be, with the 


utmost respect. 


Copy of a letter from Major Rivardi to the President of the United States. 
Norroix, 6th May, 1794. 


Sir: : 
I take the liberty, for the first time, to address your Excellency concerning the difficulties whi-h I meet, in 
I found, in Baltimore, the situation so ad- 


the performance of the task you did me the honor to entrust me with. _ 
vantageous, the soil so proper for fortification, and the zeal of the inhabitants so favorable to my puvpose, that, after 
having given the necessary plans, J left the place with strong hopes that the works should be executed for the sums 
allowed by Government for that purpose. * ti ; . ate 

At my arrival here, I found an extensive coast, requiring pletion points of defence; a soil, loose, without the 
least adhesive quality; the people, though disposed to assist with all their power, much less numerous than at Bal- 
timore: and I compared, with great concern, the sums allowed for the latter place and Norfolk. j 

I tried the ground, and find it is unavoidable to support it with an interior revetment of bricks or fascines. I 
should prefer the first as durable, particularly as the thickness of the ground before it will prevent any ball from 
netrating deep enough to endanger the soldiers fighting behind; twelve hundred dollars would very likely be suf- 


icient to obtain that end. 

Were it on a business in which the safety of the country and my honor should not be interested, I should say 
that it is possible to regulate the works according to the given means; but, in the present case, I should highly blame 
myself if any thing was left undone, so as to afford an excuse for a bad defence hereafter, or an occasion to accuse 


me of ignorance or neglect. 
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Since my arrival, public wo has been expended only for the purchasing of materials and tools, the labor being 
done almost entirely by the public. Governor Lee’s exertions and indefatigability have removed almost every ob- 
stacle which I undoubtedly should have experienced had he not been here as soon as myself. 1 crave your Excel- 
lency’s consideration on that subject, and can assure that nothing shall be done but what will be strictly necessary. 


J. J. U. RIVARDI. 


Copy of a letter from Major Rivardi to the Secretary of War. 


Norrok, June 24, 1794. 
Sir: 

My occupations, since I had the honor to write to you last, have been so numerous, that it was impossible for 
me to send the plans which accompany this letter sooner. I hope you will excuse their not being followed imme- 
diately by a chart of Elizabeth river, and by that of Craney Island. Having no other instrument but a plain sur- 
veying compass, without telescopes, I am under the necessity of multiplying my operations ad infinitum, and very 
often to omit minute details which would nevertheless be useful in a map that is to be consulted for marches, &c. 
Should it be possible to send me a theodolite, I would consider it as a — ae favor. ; 

The two plans which I have the honor to submit to your inspection will lose much by not being accompanied by 
a map to show*their exact situation and distances, together with the direction of the channel in its whole extent. 
I shall, however, try to explain the matter as much as it is possible, and in a fortnight I hope to remedy what should 
remain obscure by sending the necessary plans and a chart. _ rtd , ; 

Fort Nelson is situated on a small point of land, projecting from Portsmouth side, in Elizabeth river, nearly 
opposite Norfolk, and within point blank shot of it. It commands the whole of the harbor, as well as its entrance. 
‘The letters in red, abcdef é h i, show the ancient lines of Fort Nelson, (the magistrate only is traced, and the fol- 
lowing were the’principal faults of construction:) pet : : 

Ist. The line ¢ d, afforded to the pieces mounted there, a direction out of the mid-channel, as it appears by the 
inspection of the dotted line, / /, whereas, the present direction m m, from the new line C D, co-operates effectually 
with the battery A B. ‘To obtain that direction, I was obliged to construct the flane B C, which covers the face of 
the opposite bastion. ‘The said flane would have been greater if I had not been forced to consult the line of the 
highest tide, which sometimes raises to the counterscarp. 

2d. The line e f was not flanked. } : ; 

- The redans ef g, offered too acute a salliant angle, the side fg, was both too short and too oblique to flank 
the line g A. 

4th. ‘the side h i, makes too obtuse an angle with i a, to flank it. 

5th. The line a } was without any defence whatever. 

6th. The whole terreplein of the fort was so very high above the level of the sea, that no part of the interior of the 
fort was safe ata very short distance of the breast work. The foundation of the windmill, which served as a pow- 
der magazine, was entirely open to the shot. I was obliged to sink the whole terreplein et the four large 
traverses serve now as a very good shelter, and even as an entrenchment to secure aretreat. They had another ad- 
vantage, that of employing a vast deal of ground, which should otherwise have been removed. There is not a part 
of the terreplein, at the present time, where the men will not be perfectly covered by the works. 

Having examined the faults of the former fort, I shall beg leave to state the objections which, at first sight, could 
be made to the present construction: 


ist. A B, C D, and I H, are the only flanked sides towards the river; the lines DE, EF, FG, GH, not deriving 
the least defence from each other. . . 
The entrant angle G, might have been omitted, as well as the salliant angle E. 

Without entering into every reason which led me to prefer that form, I shall only observe, as for the first objec- 
tion, that, from C to F, the best form to give to a battery, would have been a et of a circle, or an arc of about 120 
degrees; but as a courbe can never be flanked, I referred making the angles D and E; and, in order to cover thefn, 
I constructed a kind of caponiere, leading through the ditch to a place d’armes, which flanked sufficiently these 
lines; for it is plain that this is the last place where a landing, in order to form an attack, would be attempted. D is 
also covered by the flank a v, E by the caponiere 4, 5,6. . ee 

With = to the angle G, itis so very obtuse, that it little differs from a straight line, which could not have been 
obtained without diminishing the side F E, and carrying H I more inwards, as the ground before G is too low to 
admit of its being brought forward. In short, in fortification of the works fronting a river which offers no landing 
but out of gun shot, the chief intention of the lines towards the water must be entirely directed towards renderin 
the navigation as difficult as possible, disposing the guns in such manner as to bear upon the mid-channel throug 
its whole extent; the mutual defence of flanks and sides is a rule from which an engineer may then depart, though 
he never can do it when he constructs towards the land side. The batteries A B C D, afford an excellent cross- 
fire with the batteries J K and A B of Fort Norfolk; the guns from D in F bear then upon the vessels nearly at the 
distance of a musket shot. , 

Towards the land, or Portsmouth side, the entrant angles S T_V..N M L, will appear at first a singular innova- 
tion, but the advantages derived from it being considered, they will, I hope, be considered as an useful one. If two 
simple bastions had been constructed, the faces towards the water could not have been flanked, and the shoulder, or 
angle de l’épaule, would either have become too acute, or the flanked angle would have fallen in B, which would 
have been intolerable. The only side in the whole fort, which is not immediately flanked, is L K, where the saillie 
is managed. _As it is impossible, however, to attack it in front, without passing under the fire of the flank R Q, and 
of the lines N M, M L, it is sufficiently protected. 

With regard to Fort Norfolk, the ground is so advantageously situated to command the channel, that the front, 
JK ABC DE was almost dictated. The brisure of the courtine, which would be a fault in land fortification, be- 
came unavoidable, as by that the two batteries command the two principal points, viz: A B has its direction towards 
thewestern branch, where the British troops landed last war, and co-operates as a middle point with the fort of Craney 
Island, and that of Portsmouth; B C fires along the channel, in front_of Craney island—the disadvantage arising 
from that construction is, that the faces J K, DE, being parallel to A B, BC, they are not protected by the flanks 
of the horn work, a consideration which must yield to the advantage procured by being able to direct two guns 
more On the points just mentioned, which would not have been the case, if the courtine had been straight; besides, 
those faces cannot be attacked in fronts and if the enemy wanted to turn the line D E, he would have to pass under 
the fire of a wing of a flank of the bastion F. I shall only add, that all the ground round the fort is perfectly level, 
as far as musket shot, then it is surrounded by woods, where an enemy could be stopped, either by abattis, or by 
small parties. No gun could be brought, without great trouble, to annoy the land defences, and they are sufficient 
to afford two hundred men a very gallant defence against eight times that number. By the time [ have finished 
the plans concerning cane island, the chart of the river will be ready likewise; and 1 hope that you will think, with 
Governor Lee, that it would have been difficult to find a better method of defence. 

Whatever delays there may be in the completion of my plans on the paper, you may rest assured, sir, that there 
are none in their execution on the ground, as far as our means will allow it. I am forced to superintend every thing 
myself, in order to avoid errors, for I can‘ employ nobody who is acquainted with the subject, except Mr. Courty, 
who does not speak a word of English. 

__ I wrote to Mr. Vermonet, and received no answer. I am also only informed, very imperfectly, of the proceed- 
ings of Mr. Dodge, at Baltimore. {[ am much afraid that he has too much confidence in his abilities, and that there 


- 


will be a deviation from my plans: for although I gave him very plain instructions, I expected he should ask for fur- 
ther explanations and pte A so as he went 9 with his wks pl ’ pected he or fur 
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‘The front J K A BC DE is much advanced at Fort Norfolk. The Governor of the State presses neck to 
beginning at Craney island, and I should have complied already, but for the great scarcity of hands. However, ; 
Fort Nelson is greatly advanced, { will be able, in three days, to break ground there. I shall have the honor to write 
to you ina few days likewise, concerning the mounting of the’guns, and several other objects, regarding the necessary 


implements, magazines, &c. : 
J.J. ULRICK RIVARDI. 





Copy of a letter from Major Rivardi to the Secretary of War. 
Norroik, July 6, 1794. 


Sir: : 

I hope you will have received the plans and letters which I have had the honor to send to you the 24th June 
last. The bad weather, the deficiency of cash, and the circumstance, fatal to the progress of our works, that all the 
people are engaged at their crops, have put a temporary slowness in every thing here. I therefore employed that 
time in visiting the country, taking the necessary surveys, and drawing the map of Elizabeth’s river, which I join 
to this letter. Itisa very accurate one with respect to the distances, creeks, soundings, and windings of the river. 
The roads are likewise carefully marked, and [ lament only that it is not drawn with aeee heatnhess; my various 
occupations, and the hurry in which I did it, will, I hope, be a title to your indulgence. The scale I made use of, 
is of a mile and a half, viz: 7,920 feet English measure; it is subdivided in 108 chains, each 363 feet. , 

If I receive the theodolite which I had the honor to mention in my last, I. will then be able to supply your office 
with a map, including Cape Henry, and the mouths of all the different rivers, James, Nansemond, &. ‘That map 
‘would be very useful to establish signals, communications, &c. Next week I shall have the honor, sir, to send you . 
a plan of the redoubt to be erected at Craney island, a spot of too much importance to be neglected, as all the vessels 
are forced to come under point blank shot of it, as you may see by the chart. ‘ 

I wish you would have the goodness to inform me in what manner you intend to have the furnaces for heating 
the shot constructed. The adjective Kp imciaionr ya annexed in my instructions, makes me think that you mean to 
canploy a new construction which I am ignorant of; but if the furnaces, as made use of four years ago in Germany 
and in France will be sufficient, I can give the necessary directions, even with some improvements made (in the 
channel leading the shot on the gridiron) by the Russians in the last war. ; 

_T have been forced, for the necessary surveys, to a number of extraordinary expenses. ‘The $200 which I re- 
ceived at Philadelphia for that object, have been. expended some time; and as some journeys will, perhaps, be ne- 
cessary, either to Baltimore or to Alexandria, I shall take the liberty to beg you to send me some fresh supply for 
prone ages Ao when you have the goodness to forward me the advance of the sum allowed for my com- 
pensation, which I shall be in want of by the end of this month. 

__Here I enclose a return of the laborers employed at the fortifications for a fortnight. It will show you, sir, what 
difficulties this scarcity of hands must ray 2 us to. Much is promised for the beginning of next month. Much 
indeed, is necessary, in order to have the forts completed this summer, which I hope will be the case. . 

have been honored by no letter of yours since the 16th ultimo. I hope it is not a mark of dissatisfaction, as I 
never shall give (as much as it will lay in my power) the smallest occasion to doubt my exactitude and my activity 
in the performance of the business entrusted to me. 

J. J. U. RIVARDI. 


? 


P.S. The guns from Elk are arrived safely. 





Copy of a letter Srom Major Rivardi to the Secretary of War. 


2 Norrotk, July 20, 1794. 
IR: 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 7th instant. It afforded me a great pleasure, as you were 
so good as to express your satisfaction of my conduct. Permit me to embrace this occasion to assure you once more, 
that whatever may occasion delays in the business | am intrusted with, it will never arise from my want of activit 
or attention, and that the pleasure of performing my task, like a man of honor, will be such, that, in spite of diff 
culties, I never shall renounce it. 7s 

Here I have a great many obstacles to surmount, which I never could have foreseen. I hope you will excuse 
me if I enter into some particulars on that head; the anxious desire which I feel to see the fortifications complete, 
will be my apology, and I never should trouble you with any complaints, if I personally only was suffering, some 
difficulties arising from others in the ta cory of my duty. 

__ At my arrival here, the novelty of the object of my voyage, the presence of Governor Lee, and the good dispo- 
sitions of some leading men, encouraged me to hope that a great deal could be done, by means of contributions and 
voluntary assistance, which, from the smallness of the sums allowed by Government, would have been impractica- 
ble otherwise. ‘The first letters I had the honor of writing to zoe. sir, expressed that expectation which, I am ve 
sorry now to inform you, has been much too sanguine; for I thought that, in a small community, where public wel- 
fare ought to be the chief aim of every individual, no jealousy, no parties, could be found. I do not think, how- 
ever, that there exists, any where else, such ridiculous divisions as here. The inhabitants of Portsmouth expected 
all the means should be employed in protecting their side, and refuse their assistance at Fort Norfolk. The inhabi- 
tants at Norfolk, not to be behind hand, refuse their’s at Portsmouth, and will not even do any thing on this side of 
the river, if every one does not work in turn. The consequences are obvious: sanieey east purchase all the labor, 
and, even then, it is sometimes impossible to get more than thirty or forty hands. ‘This is not the aly inconveni- 
ence to be complained of. There is a large number of dissatisfied men who object altogether to fortification, from 
the same principle for which they object to every measure of Government. Some would rather bush fight, (as they 
call it) in case of a war, and the fact is, I fancy, that they had rather not fight at all. I drop this disagreeable sub- 
ject: the only thing is to be deaf, and do what the safety of the country requires. . ree 

The sum allowed for this place was 3,737 dollars, to which aiding the 1,200 that I requested in addition, we will 
have 4,937 dollars, 2,700 of which only have been sent. This sum has brought us so forward that the balance, or a 
very few hundred dollars more, will be enough. For the mounting of the cannon, Mr. Bedinger informs me you have 
sent 1,500 dollars, which are not yet arrived. ‘ ? j , 

By the plans which I had the honor of. transmitting to you, you will see, sir, that, instead of 24 guns, there will 
be atleast 30, employed for the defence of Elizabeth river, which alone would require some additition of money, 
allowing even that the estimate which I have in my instructions is an accurate or sufficientone. .I expect Governor 
Lee every day; his presence, I hope, and example, will rouse a little . the sleeping patriotism of the people here; 
then I shall communicate immediately to you what is to be expected, and what further ought to be done. _ In the 
mean time. money is much wanted here, and we have suffered a little from the delay of the sae dollars, which you 
ordered to be sent here. If I dare to mix my private concerns with the public ones, I should beg leave to 
tell you that a delay of the sum I requested in my last would likewise bring me into difficulties. ; 

I present hereby to your inspection the plan of defence of Craney Island. Should Point Comfort be fortified, the 
battery of seven guns (drawn in the margin, fig. 2d.) would be sufficient, even without the outworks which I painted 
yellow on purposes but, if the Government does not think proper to go to that expense, the same battery might 
do, with the addition of the outworks; but, in case there was a sufficiency of means, I would prefer the fort F. 1, 
as that place is very important from its nearness to the channel. I have sent a plan similar to the enclosed to Go- 
vernor Lee, and I shall wait for his directions before I proceed any further. J.J. U. RIVARDI 





a 


a 


a 
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Extract of aletier from Major Rivardi to the Secretary of War, dated Norfolk, December 9, 1794. 


* Sir: 
** Since I had the honor of writing to you last, F mounted all the guns at Fort Norfolk, and unmasked, in a 


great measure, the battery, which is now pee sag Er mn and in perfect order. The two forts would be now in 
een disappointed by those who raise the carriages, which I so often 


a state of defence on the river side, had I not 
mentioned in my letters. It is owing to that delay that Fort Nelson has no guns mounted toward the entrance of 


the harbor; that business, however, can be done in one day. é ; 
“ The barracks are already framed, and provided some money for that purpose is soon forwarded, they will shortly 


be fit for the reception of the soldiers. é ; oe inane ; 
“ Captain Blackburne being retured here, I shall leave it to him to inform you of the situation of his men. 


‘** The weather has been, and continues to be, very favorable; as it is probable, however, that a change will take 
place, I shall henceforward employ the workmen at the ditch, a task which is not liable to accidents from the frost.” 


From Samuel Dodge, Agent for procuring materials, &c. for the fortifications at Baltimore. 
Battimore, July 8, 1794. 


Sir: , : 
The timber and plank, for the platforms, is all landed at the fort, with timber for eleven garrison and seven 
travelling carriages, ordered by the engineer, exclusive of one carriage for an eighteen, and four for twelve pound 


ordnance, which the engineer contracted for at fifty dollars per piece. : 

The carriage for the eighteen pounder, with the implements, I have paid for by the order of the engineer; since 
rendered useless, with one of the carriages for a twelve pounder, by the bursting of two guns. The travelling car- 
riages will be eighty dollars per piece; but shall have neither one nor the other made until further orders from your 
Excellency, as no money has been placed in my hands for that purpose. 

Your Excellency’s instructions directs that I should forward you an abstract of the articles for which the first 
moiety of the sum contemplated was disbursed, which I should have done, but the second was wanted for the pay- 
ment of the timber and plank, with the plank for the mstieges the amount being nearly that of the first moiety. 

I have received eight carriages, directed to my care by Mr. Samuel Hodgdon, but am apprehensive that there 
must be a mistake, as they are ship carriages, being entirely too low. ‘The works are constructed for carriages 
three feet ten inches high; and I expect the extra expense of laying a platform will be more than the price of a ship 


carriage. 
It . impossible for me to give your Excellency an accurate statement of the proportion of the work, as the 


whole of the lower batte y> with part of the upper line, has been raised by the citizens; and no account kept of the 
‘he engineer orde me twelve men, who have beaten the whole, and sudded about two- 


different days’ works. ‘T r who | 
thirds of the lower battery, when finished, and the platforms laid, will be equal to one half of the plan. 
Your Excellency will please to observe that the water battery is about six hundred feet in length, and twenty 


feet through, with embrasures for twenty-four pieces of ordnance. 
It is with no small degree of pain that i inform your Excellency that the works, for want of a guard, are much 
injured by the citizens trampling on it; they have torn it to pieces in a most shameful manner; the cattle, likewise, 


do great damage to the sods. 
I should be glad to know what were the wages given at the fortifications in Pennsylvania; I have hitherto got 

men for three-fourths of a dollar, but from Saturday night I shall give one dollar or lose the men. 

SAMUEL DODGE. 


His Excellency General Knox. 
Bartimore, July 10, 1794. 


Sir: 
I have the honor to forward your Excellency, by this post, the statement mentioned in my letter of the Sth 


instant, which is as follows, to wit: 
Timber, plank, and shingles, for the barracks, - - - - - $150 33 
124 Shovels, - . - < - - x - a 110 08 
11 Casks of powder, - - - - - - « - 95 27 
Drayage, - - - - - - - “ e 50 
2 Log lines to lay out the works, - - - ~ - - 2 00 
1 Gun carriage, with the implements, - - - ° ° “ 62 00 
Plank for a sewer to the spring, - - - « - - * 8 95 
Shaving 4,000 shingles, = - - - - - - * * 9 56 
29 Picks, 6 axes, | crowbar, and spikes for the sewer and bridge, - - - 46 86 
Plank for stakes to lay out the works, - - : - - . 1 96 
20 Wheel-barrows, - - . > ° : - . 80 00 
Nails for the barracks, - - : - e « . 18-11 
25 Bushels lime for the barracks, = - - - - - - - 8 33 
1 Set of gin blocks, - - - - = . a ° 6 33 
1 Fall for ditto, - - - - - - - - 7 40 
Locks, bolts, &c. for the barracks, - - - - - > . 8.87 
Timber and plank for the bridge, = - : - - . ° - 31 37 
One month’s wages for two barge men attending on the fort, - - - 36 00 
Timber and plank for the platforms, with plank for the carriages, - - « 1,499 78 
1754 days’ work of the artificers, = - - - . - - - 244 91 
- ; : - - - 569 43} 


7274 days’ work of the laborers, —- 
$2,998 043 





I have received from the United States $3,200. The remaining fifteen carriages I understand arrived last night 
in town; shall have them, with the eight that arrived some time since, brought to the fort. There has none of 


the guns yet arrived. 
: I have the honor, &c. 
SAMUEL DODGE. 


His Excellency General Knox. 
Battimore, September 14, 1794. 


Sir: 
I have the honor to inform you that the lower work of the fortification, at this place, is complete to laying 
the platforms; three of them are made and one nearly laid. I did expect that the work youn none soe further 
ve likewise been 


advanced than it is, but the sickness and the loss of number of my men has prevented it. 

confined these six days, by which means the work has been greatly retarded. 1 am under the necessity of making 

and laying the platforms with the laborers, as no consideration can induce carpenters to work at the fort. ' 
e moneys that have been sent on is expended, to about seventy dollars thirty cents, or thereabout, of which I 


have to pay for tools, &c. for laying the platforms. 
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I should ‘have notified your Excellency of the situation of the fortification, and the expenditures, before this, 
but my tym has been such as rendered it out of my power. The platforms, from the largeness of the 
timber, and the form they are directed to be made, require a great deal of labor both in putting together and laying. 

I bave the earth to raise very much, and that requires much ramming to make it sufficient to stand the firing of 


the guns. The number of men I have at present are fourteen; I was directed by the engineer to havé eighteen, but 


it is almost impossible to get laborers. . 
SAMUEL DODGE. . 
FORTIFICATIONS AT ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND, AND ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, 
Instructions to John Vermonnet. 
War Department, May 12, 1794. 
Sir: 


Some time since I had the honor of receiving a letter from you, expressive of your desire of being employed 


as an engineer in the service of the United States. 
I should have been happy, had an earlier opportunity occurred for your emp 
to you, to direct the works at Alexandria and Annapolis, provided the law, 


should pass relatively to the latter place. ; 1 : 
Alexandria has been previously assigned to Mr. Rivardi; and, therefore, in case you accept the offer now made, 


you will, in case of his our om to Alexandria, work under his orders, and in concurrence with them. Annapolis 
will be assigned to you entirely; although, if he should have time, it would not be amiss to take his judgment 


thereon. 

Alexandria will claim your immediate attention. The President of the United States, who is well acquainted 
with the river Potomac, conceives that a certain bluff of land, on the Maryland side, near Mr. Digges’s, (the point 
formed by the Eastern Branch and the Potomac,) would be a proper situation for the fortification tobe erected. 
You will probably be able to obtain maps of the river at Alexandria. 

The sum to be expended for the works to defend Alexandria, is not to exceed three thousand dollars, exclusively. 
of the expense of the cannon. The labor, implements, and materials, will be obtained by Col. Fitzgerald. 

It will be readily perceived, by the lowness of the estimate, that the parapets of the works intended to be erected, 
are to be of earth; or, where that cannot easily be obtained of an adhesive quality, the parapets may be faced with 
strong timber, and filled in with such earth as can be had. 

It is, however, conceived that, in most cases, earth me | be procured, and that a parapet made thereof, will not 
only form a solid defence, but even be durable, if the earth be tenacious and properly sloped and sodded inside and 
out, and the seed of knotgrass sown, so as to bind the sods and earth together. 

It is, however, apprehended that the embrasures, made in this manner, would suffer from the explosion of the 

wder from the cannon; and that, therefore, where the batteries are not en barbette, that the embrasures ought to 
framed with joist, and faced with plank, of two inches thick. ; 

When the batteries are to be erected on points of land, islands, or other places at a distance from the towns in- 
tended to be defended, they ought to be covered or secured by a redoubt, or other enclosed work, in which the gar- 
rison should reside constantly, either in a barrack or a strong block house, as shall be judged most expedient. But, 
in general, as the garrisons will be weak in numbers, a block house, mounting one or two small pieces of cannon in 
its upper story, will be more secure, and therefore to be preferred. These, however, ought not to be much, if any, 
exposed to the fire of heavy cannon. A block house will not contain more than fifty men; if the garrison, therefore, 
should be enlarged, tents must be used. ; 

The redoubts, in general, ought to be of a size to contain five hundred men, so as to resist a sudden enterprise 
of an enemy; and, perhaps, the idea ought to be embraced, in the first instance, that they should be of such extent 
as to admit timber casemates to be erected hereafter, so as to enable the garrison to resist, in some tolerable degree, 
a bombardment. : - . 

But it is not proposed at present to erect such casemates, excepting for a magazine, which must be formed of 
massy timber, and be six feet thick on the roof, exclusive of the earth, and jointed and calked in such a manner as 
to be perfectly tight. Care must be taken to have these magazines properly ventilated, and free from dampness. 
They are to be of a size sufficient to hold one hundred and fifty rounds of powder for each piece of cannon intended 
to be served from it. The spot at which a magazine of this nature shall be fixed, will require great judgment, so as 
to combine security against an enemy, either open or subtle, or any danger from common accidents. 

Your judgment will also direct what parts of your works shall be protected by frieze, and what by palisadoes; 
or, whether your redoubts shall have embrasures, or fire en barbette, with small cannon. As the redoubts are to 
cover the batteries, they would certainly secure and resist better without embrasures. The batteries are to annoy. 

The choice of the ground on which the batteries and works are to be erected, with all the combinations and effects 
depending thereon, will rest upon your ae capa Naw the directions of the Governor. It has not been intended, 
by any thing herein specified, to point out the particular manner in which the works should be executed. Outlines, 
only, have been given, to serve in regulating the expense, which is limited by the sums before mentioned. 

Some person, 1n whose ingenuity and industry confidence can be placed, will be appointed at the said ports, re-- 
spectively, to superintend the actual execution of the works, according to your directions. Arrangements will also 
be made by him, or some other person, to obtain the necessary workmen, o proiew and materials, which will be 
required in this business. But every thing must be previously calculated and estimated by you. 

Although the business, herein entrusted to your charge, is, in ‘tself, of an highly honorable nature, and strongly 
evincive of the confidence of the President of the United States, which would, probably, enhance your reputation, 
yet it is explicitly to be understood by you, that the employment is only temporary, and not conferring or involving 
any military rank whatever. , 

For a compensation for your services and personal expenses, you will be allowed and paid at the rate of four 
dollars per day, while you shall be employed. For all reasonable extra expenses, such as necessary boat hire, and 
persons to assist in your surveys, you will be allowed; but for those you must keep regular accounts and take 


pa brag but an offer is now made 
which is now under consideration, 


receipts. 
ou are to deliver to the Governor of Virginia, copies of all your plans, surveys, soundings, &c. and also trans- 


mit copies of the same to this office. 

You are also to make a weekly report to this office of your proceedings. 

A reverberatory furnace, for red hot balls, must be erected for each battery. 

You are hereby authorized to have made, in all cases where your judgment shall direct, new semi-circle car- 
riages for cannon, now used on the sea-coast of France, instead of the old garrison carriages. This improvement, 
in firing en barbette, will prevent the necessity of embrasures, which, in most cases, serve no other purpose but as 
a trap to catch the enemy’s balls, and kill the defenders of a battery. It is true, the expense will be greatly enhanced 

adopting this improvement, but this will be lessened, in some degree, by saving the expense of the embrasures and 


b 
platforms. : é 
Given at the War Office of the United States, this 12th day of May, 1794. 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
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A Copy of Letters from John Vermennet to the Secretary of War, respecting Fortifications. 


ALexanpria, June 17,,1794. 
Sir: ; 


Since I had the honor ofreceiving your favor of the 2d ultimo I have visited Jones’ point, for which I have dréssed 

a plan of defence, and of which I shall send you a draught on my return from Annapolis, where, in the mearttime, 
Col. Fitzgerald will be collecting the materials, for which I have remitted him a bill. ; d 

: ae = taken meang,for establishing a cross way through a marsh, which will enable the carrying of materials 
and earth, Xc. " 
_ The logs, planks, and other timbers, are not to be had in the neighborhood without an enormous price, which has 
induced us to send to the’Bay. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, &c. 
VERMONNET. 


Avexanpria, July 5, 1794. 
Sir: 


Immediately after my return from Annapolis, I have the honor to acquaint you of my having set the works 

in train at that place, after having received the sanction of the Governor and his council. 

I shall take the liberty to forward you a draught of the work as soon as in my power. | 

I also take the liberty to forward you a draught of the work that I have begun at Alexandria at Jones’ point, accord - 
ing to oy order, and which is the only place at this present time to be minded, the difficulty of ewes materials, 
as well as the difference there is between the activity of the people of the southern states with the northern, is the 
cause of a great difficulty in forwarding any public work, though I am very attentive in my duty. 

As there is a marsh between this city and Jones’ point, I have been obliged to establish a cross-way, as it is 
marked on the draught—that work is to be done partly at the expense of the owner of the marsh. 

[ have acquainted the Governor of Virginia of my appointment. 

The Battery of Jones’ point will be a barbette, and calculated for receiving 12 pieces of heavy cannon. 


JNO. VERMONNET. 


Secrerary oF War. 


. ALEexanpriA, July 18, 1794. 
IR: 

By this I take the liberty to forward ‘you a draught of the fortification of honegine t which you will see that 
part of the redoubt which protects the battery is a work of the last war, and which will enable the complement of the 
present plan, the lines colored yellow being the additional works. See 
__ The fort on the opposite side is only proposed in case the fund, and the exertions of public, will enable the erecting 
it; but the population of the — being small, [ do not put great dependence on it. fom after finishing the cross- 
way at Alexandria, which will be done next week, unless it rains constantly, as it has been mostly the case this year, 
in this part. [ intend to o the ditches as soon as the crossway is finished, which will perhaps be done before the 
logs are up. Col. Fitzgerald has contracted for them, but I am afraid that they will be long belive to appear. 


JNO. VERMONNET. 
Secretary or War. 


“ ALEXANDRIA, 3d August, 1794. 
SIR: 

Having waited near two months for the necessary materials to begin the work at'Alexandria, I am still without 
them, and as the crossway is done, I found myself wow he the necessity of retiring to Annapolis to visit what has been 
done there during my absence. 

I delivered on the 9th June the note following into the hands of Col. Fitzgerald, which was appointed to supply 
me with materials, but as much by the fault of the people, that he has contracted with, as by his infirmity, the busi- 
ness has not been so expeditious as it ought to have been. He is now going to Bath for a month, and has left the busi- 
ness in the hands of Mr. Gray, a clerk in the custom house. 

I think it necessary to give you this account that I may not be blamed for delay by the War Office. 


JNO. VERMONNET. 


Secretary or War. 


ALexanpria, 12th August, 1794. 


It is after my return from Annapolis, that I inform you, that the works there are very much advanced, and a 
believe [ shall be able to finish this year, if the march of the militia towards Hagerstown should not cause some 
delay. As well as those of Alexandria towards Winchester. All the materials are mostly supplied, for which, likewise 
for labour, I remit you the amount already paid. At the completement of work, you will receive a particular account 
of all the expenses. 

The sickly season, likewise the absence of the militia, at both departments I have the honor to attend, shall be 
a cause of some delay, yet [ remain in hopes of finishing this year. 

JNO. VERMONNET. 


Secretary or War. 


ALEXANDRIA, 4ug. 20, 1794. 
SIR: 
I have the honor to acquaint you of my return from Annapolis, where I have found the works much forwarder 
than those at Alexandria, notwithstanding the former were begun a month later. 
The materials that I requested for Alexandria are not come yet, but I daily expect them; the cross-way is 
finished, the ditches are all opened, and the palisades are begun. 
JNO. VERMONNET. 


SEeEcRETARY oF War. 


ALEXANDRIA, 16th Sept. 1794. 
Sir: 
I take the liberty to inform you, that most of the materials are arrived, and are preparing for the battery. 
The palisade and frieze are also much advanced, the exertion of public has taken place, and I am in hopes to 
forward the work greatly by the end of October. - 
JOHN VERMONNET. 


Secretary or War. 
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AxrexanprtA, Nov. 5, 1794. 


By the last letter that I wrote you, I had the honor to inform you of the state which the works were then in. 
The works will be closed by the 15th of this month, and will remain so till the 15th of April. The absence of part 
of the militia, has been the cause of not having the works finished. It is also to be observed that the appointments 
were made much later than in any part of the United States. . 
JNO. VERMONNET. 


Sir: 


Srecrerary OF War. 


FORTIFICATIONS AT WILMINGTON AND OCRACOCK, NORTH CAROLINA. 


Instructions to Nicholas Francis Martinon, acting as temporary engineer in the service of the United States. 


Sir: : 

In pursuance of the directions of the President of the United States, you are hereby appointed an engineer for 
the purpose of fortifying the ports and harbors hereinafter mentioned, viz: Wilmington and Ocracock inlet, in the 
State of North Carolina. . ; 

You are, therefore, immediately to repair to the ports to be fortified in the said State; and, in ease the Governor 
should be near any of the said ports, you are to wait upon him and exhibit these instructions. But, if the Governor 
should be at any considerable distance from your route, you are respectfully to inform him of your appointment, 
enclose a copy of these instructions, and inform him that you have repaired to the ports aforesaid, in order to make 
the necessary surveys and investigations relatively to your mission, which you will submit to his consideration, and 
take his orders thereon. j ‘ 

As soon as you shall receive his approbation of your plans, you are to construct the works, and to execute them 
with all possible vigor and despatch. 

The following is an extract of the estimate on which the appropriations for the fortifications have been founded. 
The proportions of expense, therefore, herein stated, for the ports aforesaid, must not be exceeded; viz: 


Wuamincron, Jwelve Pieces. 





Batteries, embrasures, and platforms, for 12 pieces, - - - $863 76 
Magazine, - - - - - - - - 200 00 
Redoubt with embrasures, - -. - - - 810 00 
Blockhouse or barracks, - - : - - - 500 00 
Contingencies, - - - - - - - 500 00 

$2,873 76 

Ocracock, Sixteen Pieces. 

Batteries for 16 pieces, : . - - - - $1,147 68 
Redoubt with embrasures, - - - - - - 810 00 
Magazine, - - - - - - - 200 00 
Block house or barracks, - . - : : 500 00 
Contingencies, - - - - - - 500 00 

$3,157 68 





It will readily be perceived, by the lowness of the estimate, that the parapets of the works intended to be erected 
are to be of earth, or, where that cannot be easily obtained of an adhesive quality, the parapets may be faced with 
strong timber, and filled in with such earth as can be had. 

It is, however, conceived that, in most cases, earth may be procured, and that a parapet made thereof will not 
only form a solid defence, but even be durable, if the earth be tenacious and properly sloped, and sodded inside and 
out, and the seed of knotgrass sown so as to bind the sods and earth together. 

[t is, however, apprehended that the embrasures made in this manner would suffer from the explosion of powder 
from the cannon, a that, therefore, where the batteries are not en barbette, that the embrasures ought to be framed 
with joist, and faced with plank of two inches thick. : i 

Where the batteries are to be erected on points of land, islands, or other places at a distance from the towns in- 
tended to be defended, they ought to be covered or secured by a redoubt or other enclosed work, in which the gar- 
rison should reside constantly, either in a barrack or a strong block house, as shall be judged most expedient. But 
in general, as the garrisons will be weak in numbers, a blockhouse, mounting one or two pieces ef cannon in its 
upper story, will be more secure, and therefore to be eee These, however, ought not to be much, if any, ex- 
posed to the fire of heavy cannon. A block house will not contain more than fifty men. If the garrison, therefore, 
should be enlarged, tents must be used. ated fi 

The redoubts, in general, ought to be of a size to contain five hundred men, so as to resist a sudden en i 
of anenemy. And perhaps this idea ought to be embraced in the first instance, that they should be of such extent 
as to admit timber casemates to be erected hereafter, so as to enable the garrison to resist, in some tolerable degree, 
a bombardment. 

But it is not proposed, at present, to erect such casemates, excepting for a magazine, which must be formed of 
massy timber, and be six feet thick on the roof, exclusive of the earth, and jointed and calked in such a manner as 
to be perfectly tight. Care must be taken to have these magazines properly ventilated and free from dampness. 
They are to be of a size sufficient to hold one hundred and fifty pounds of powder for each piece of cannon intended 
to be served from it. The spot at which a magazine of this nature shall be fixed,will require great judgment, so as to 
combine security against an enemy either open or subtle, or any danger from common accidents. 

Your judgment will also direct what part of your works shall be protected by freizes, and what by palisadoes, 
or whether your redoubts shall have embrasures, or fire en barbette with small cannon. As the redoubts are 
to cover the batteries, they would certainly secure and resist better without embrasures. The batteries are to 


annoy. 

The choice of the ground on which the batteries and works are to be erected, whether to have em or te 
tire en barbette with the new sea coast carriages, with all the combinations and effects depending on them, will rest 
upon your judgment, under the directions of the Governor. It has not been intended, by any thing i J 
to point out the particular manner in which the works should be erected. Outlines only have been given to serve 
in regulating the expense, which is limited by the sums before mentioned. : 

Some person, in whose ingenuity and industry confidence can be placed,will be appointed, at the said Ports, re- 
spectively, to mpeene the actual execution of the works, according to your directions. But every thing must 
be previously calculated and estimated by you. - 

_ Although the business herein entrusted to your charge, is in itself of an highly honorable nature, and strongly 
evincive of the confidence of the President of the United States, and which would probably enhance your repuia- 
tion, yet it is explicitly to be understood by you, that the employment is only temporary, and not conferring or in- 
volving any military rank whatever. 
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For a compensation for your services,and personal expenses, you will be allowed and paid at the rate of four dol- 
lars per day, while you shall be employed. For all reasonable expenses, such as necessary boat hire and persons to 
assist in your surveys, you will be allowed; but for those you must keep regular accounts and take receipt. 

You are to deliver to the Governor copies of all your plans, surveys, soundings, &c. and also transmit copies of 


the same to this office. You are also to make a weekly report to this office of your proceedings. 
I have issued my warrant in your fayor for two hundred dollars, as an advance on account of your compensa- 


tion and personal expenses. 

A reverberatory furnace for red hot balls must be erected for each battery. 

All the plans must be accompanied with sections and elevations, so that a complete judgment may be formed 
thereof. An estimate of the expense must also be formed of each work, and the number and size of the cannon in- 
tended, must be specified. , . 

Your requisition for labor and materials at Ocracuck will be paid upon John Daves, collector at Newbern, or 
some person appointed by him, and at Wilmington, or Cape Fear, by some person who will be appointed by the col- 
lector at Wilmington. 


This appointment to take Face from the first of this instant, April. ; 
Given at the War Office of the United States, this eleventh day of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 


four. . 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Martinon to the Secretary of War, dated 
GENERAL: Newsern, May 31, 1794. 


I have the honor to enclose you the plans, profiles, and estimates, respecting the fort to be established at 
Ocracock, vested with the Governor’s approbation. On sight of the annexed map, you will be convinced that there 
is no point but Beacon Island that may be occupied with any degree of advantage. Being hurried to Wilmington, 
it has not been in my power to color the plan, which I have only traced. Your draughtsman wilt easily furnish it. I 
was obliged to make har copies of the same. , s 

As no ship, drawing more than thirteen feet of water, can pass over the bar, this fort will never be exposed to the 
fire of a frigate, and, forthat reason, I have given only eight feet in thickness to the summit of the parapet,which will 
be fully adequate to resist any attack from a privateer ship. I have also contracted the fort as much as it has been 
in my power, in order to lessen the expense, the estimate of which will surprise you. But the soil of the island is 
very low; it is essential to be defended against the high tides occasioned by northerly winds, and, in such circum- 
stances, the greatest cautions ought to be taken. It is for that effect I have added a covert way, which will occasion 
a considerable expense. Shall it take place, or no? ae 

The Governor of North Carolina will, no doubt, impart to you the dispositions he has made for that construc- 
tion. Mr. John Wallace, the only inhabitant of the place, shall (under the conduct of a superintendent chosen, on 
my request, by the Governor) furnish laborers and materials, keeping a regular account of the same. Th2se two 
persons have transported themselves on the spot on the 25th instant, and will be able to begin the work without any 
difficulty, as I have, in their presence, established the height of the different points, and traced the principal lines of 
the fort; I have, besides, furnished them‘plans and profiles. The solid fathom of earth which, in France, should 
cost about four livres tournois, will, perhaps, come very high in this = as it will be necessary to take the great: 
est part of it at a distance of sixty fathoms, at least, in places covered by the tide. There will be a loss of time for 
the workmen until the sands be discovered. It is, however, to be expected that the superintendent will find a way 
to keep them at work somewhere else, and that this time will not be entirely lost. To make short, in such a situa- 
igging ditches that would furnish earth for the parapets, it becomes necessary to raise the ground 


tion, instead of diggi 
by materials vente. - from afar. 


I propose, for to lodge the garrison, a plain building, that will not overtop the parapets, and such as is described 
after the estimate. The expense of that construction will not be so expensive as that in timber, mentioned in the in- 
structions; and for what respects the defence of the fort, it will, in any case, more efficaciously draw from the 
— and the palisadoes of the covered way. . ‘ J 

n my return from Wilmington I will give a plan of these barracks, if you approve of their construction, and 
likewise of the powder magazine; in the contrary case, I will act agreeably to your orders, which I shall have time 
to receive. 

You will judge, General, that the funds appropriated for Ocracock will not prove sufficient, and that it is essen- 
tial to obtain an augmentation of them; I hope it will not be the same for Wilmington, towards which I intend to 


direct my course the day after to-morrow, say second of June. 


Copy of a letter from M. Martinon to the Secretary of War, dated 
My Genera: Newsern, 2d August, 1794. 


Even as [ have had the honor to observe to you of it, by 4 letter dated the ninth of last month, I arrived here 
the 24th, after much ado. Having found all the bridges spoiled by the ek rains which fell in this country, and with- 
out my servant, our carriage was carried away by the current upon which it was swimming; at last we are arrived 
without my | other accident. é 

I have the honor to send you enclosed the plans and papers relative to the works of the river Cape Fear. The in- 
disposition of the Governor has occasioned a delay of some days for this sending; I am preparing the duplicates for 
him that I shali transmit to him as soon as possible. ; ’ 

i received an answer from Mr. Blanks, conductor of Beacon workings, by which he tells me that his work is not 
so advanced as he could hope for, he never having had but sixteen or eighteen laborers to work, who are continu- 
ally absenting themselves. He is busied in cutting down nine hundred trees, of which four hundred are delivered 
upon the place, to make wheel barrows, and he tells me the platform will’ » done about the 9th of this month. At 
that time he will send for me to go upon the place, which I expect; it was better for him to be employed at the work, 
instead of employing other persons to work the timbers and wheelbarrows. = 

I observe to you, General, that the inhabitants of this country are but little inclined to the establishment of those 
forts. There are a great many, according to the information that I receive in New York and Charleston, who, in- 
stead of favoring the sending of workmen, on the contrary, augment their price of labor. 

This work must be built with the activity I have recommended, could be continued a great while, particularly 
that of the beacon, and if it is not quickly raised, it will run the risk of being damaged by the inclemency of the 


winter. 

The Governor aa proposed to the general meeting which was lately sitting here, to make some funds for the con- 
— of those forts, or only some advances; the answer has been negative. I think it necessary to give you this 
information. 

The plans and instructions that [ have delivered to Beacon, and for Cape Fear, would be enffisient to conduct 
the work to its end; nevertheless, the persons who are charged with it in Wilmington, depend thet I will again take 
a journey, which I will do, if you judge it necessary. ‘This I hope to be informed in the course cf this month. 

I observe also to you, General, that the longer I stay in this country the more money I shall expend, and should 


be sorry, as it would be of no utility; furthermore, my conduct will be subordinated to the orders that you will give 
to me. 
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Care Fear River Forr-—The levelling of the spot of ground in the interior circumference of the parapet, is re- 
lated to an horizontal plan, which is supposed to be twenty-four feet above the level of high water, so that each red 
figure, which I call cotée, expresses the distance of each point from that horizontal plan which is called plan of com- 


parison- ‘ 
We might also immagine an inundation to the height of twenty-four feet above the level of the hi ter, 
ouppeee the red figures to be the soundings of the different points.” ve the level of the high water, and 
here each coffe, or number, being taken off from the 24th one, which corresponds with the high water, the 


ore, eac 
remainder will express the heigth of each point above the high water; and subtracting a number from another, the 


remainder will be the height of a point above another, for instance: 

To have the height of the point A, above the point X, of: the high water, ten feet must be taken off from twenty- 
four feet, the remainder being thirteen feet, is the height of the point A, above the high water. 

‘To compare the point A with the point B, the number 9 feet 2 inches must be taken off from the number 
11 feet, the remainder, 1 foot 10.inches, expresses the height of the point B above the point A, and so with the others. 


Observations for the construction. 


The battery oc | be finished betore the remainder of the circumference of the fort is erected. 

The battery will be carried on a level. The point A and the number 11 feet will be taken for the level of the 
berme, and the foundation or the under part of the first piece of timber will be fixed one foot lower than that point 
A, so that the beginning of the foundation will be in the levelling plan, the numbe. 12 feet, the ground of the berme 


will be raised or Towered as wanted. 

The parapets will be carried on the same level with the batteries, from the point C to the point H, in the lines 
ed, de, ef, fg, gh; the point K will be fourteen inches higher than the point H, and the lining, H K, of the cur- 
tain, will follow that slope; the flank, K L, will be carried on a level. 

The flank angle M, of the bastion, will be on a level with the shoulder angle L, so that the flank, K L, and the 


face, LM, will be horizontal, and the angle M will be, by that mean, eight inches lower. 
; and the flank angle O, will be also six 


The shoulder angle N, will be six inches lower than the flank angle 
inches lower than the shoulder angle N; so that the face MN, and the flank NO, will have each a slope of six 
inches, and the foundation of timber, to the point O, will be one foot lower than that point, to the number 10, 8, 10. 


ch 
The foundation of timber, to the point O, will be three inches higher than the one to the point p, of course nearly 
on a level; but the point g, middle of the line po, is two feet and a half lower than the point O, and is to be raised 
of so much; as, also, the berme and places near it, with remblais, taken with measure in the interior of the space, 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, which will require to be carefully levelled, and lower the passage of the gate I, so that the waters 


may freely run out. ‘ : 
It would not be improper, in the demolition of the old fort, to preserve a certain quantity of stones to pave the 


entrance of the gate, and for other uses, in the interior of the fort. 

The ditch of the battery will be four fathoms wide, besides its slopes; and though the ditches of the other sides 
of the fort are marked twenty feet wide, in the profile, they may be, with propriety, eed two feet wider, and. in 
with less depth. 


all twenty-two feet besides the slopes: it is a good way to obtain more eart 


A Memoir relative to the defence of Cape Fear River, to which is added a Map of the place for its intelligence. 


The river of Cape Fear runs from north to south; it has two roads leading to the sea, the one to the west, the 


other to the north of Cape Fear. 
The main bar inlet, west side, is two miles distant from the point of the island called Bald Head, where a light- 


house has been lately erected. 

The sounding of that bar is fifteen feet at low water, and twenty-one at high water; of course, frigates may pass 
to it, and come to the harbor, which is six miles distant from the north side of that bar, and come to anchor in four 
and five fathoms. 

This harbor is, perhaps, one of the best on the continent; the whole year may be spent there without the least 
danger, since all the vessels usually lay there in expectation of the wind, either to come up or go to sea. 

e British were so well convinced of its importance, that they had erected there the Fort Johnston, which is 
now partly destroyed by the sea. ; ; ‘ 

If this harbor should remain unguarded, there is no doubt but an enemy, in time of war, would not fail to take 
possession of it; he would make his station there; his privateers might preserve there all the prizes he would make 
on the north and south parts of the continent, till he had an opportunity of carrying them into his own ports; he 
would stop all the vessels attempting to go up or down the river; in a word, it would be to him a landing-place, to 
provide himself in the country, and do all the mischief in his power. . . 

All these considerations having been an inducement to establish the intended fort, for the preservation of that 
place, it is intended for twelve pieces of cannon, which may be, without any inconvenience, of different size, from 
twenty-four to twelve pounders; however, the a number must be twenty-four pounders. } 

That quantity of guns is thought necessary for the security of the fort, which may be attacked by strong frigate; 
in that case, its strongest defence and annoyance will be in the establishment of a reverberatory furnace, hot 


balls being the terror of vessels. : . ; 

The access of the fort by land may be sufficiently defended with four field-pieces, to the flank angles of the two 
bastions. A landing could be effected at some leagues distance to the west, but it is very little to be feared; that 
part of the country being too marshy. : 

The sounding of the second inlet, called New Jnlet, is seven feet at low water, and between eleven and twelve 
at high waters; of course, there is none but small vessels and privateers that can come by it. It would be very well 
defended by a battery, with four pieces of cannon, at the north point of that inlet, called Federal Point; but the 
enemy having in his power to land all along the north side of that point, it would be necessary to erect a fort to 
protect that battery; which, requiring a guard in time of peace, as well as in time of war, would become very tire- 
some to the country. Another great inconvenience against that establishment is, the great rapidity of the iuset’s 
current, which would prevent the vessels from coming to without being exposed. 

defended by a galley, or flat vessel, armed 


It is thought this inlet will be more powerfully and with less expense 
i at vessels, which would be necessary only in time of war, could lay at an- 


with eight pieces of twelve pounders; Sessa 
chor forward of Snow Point, in a place called Five Fathoms Hole, which is a good anchorage, and stop every vessel 
coming into the channel; it could go frequently to the New Inlet bar, and also serve the new fort and relieve its 


ard. 
“ If it had been intended to defend only the upper part of the river, a single fort, at one of the Brunswick’s points, 
might have been sufficient; but it was leaving in the enemy’s possession the harbor, the two bars, and all the river 
shore below that point, and losing the power either to come in or go out of the river; of course, a very bad operation. 
It would not be improper, in time of war, to place at Brunswick two pieces of cannon, with common. carriages, 
to use them both against the river and against the land. __ : 
These considerations have been formerly presented to his Excellency the Governor of North Carolina, who has 


perceived all their consequences. It is in pursuance of his approbation, that the construction of the new fort is now 
at hand. It will be erected on a part of the seat of Fort Johnston, and on the ground round it; which ground is a 
part of the spot intended for a new town, called by the name of Smithville. ‘That fort will defend the river and the 
access of the harbor. With regard to the New Inlet, it may be defended by one of the aforesaid means. 
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Copy of a letter from M. Martinon.to the Secretary of War, dated 


Witminoton, Jeme 20, 1794. 
GENERAL: | 


I have the honor to inform you of my arrival at Wilmington, on the 5th instant. It was not possible for me to 


go down the river before the 11th. I have spent five days in that voyage, to take the necessary information concern~ 


ing the object of my mission. : 

The harbor, and excellent anchorage under Fort Johnston, appeared to me of such importance, that I propose the 
— of a battery and fort, in the proximity, and on part of Fort Johnston, which it becomes necessary to 
demolish. 

Should the defence of the river be recoiled farther up, there would be a necessity of abandoning that post, which, 
in time of war, could not fail being taken hold of by an enemy, who, by settling there, would stop the entrance of 
the river. It would prove a sure retreat for their privateers to preserve their prizes in; they would -have a footing 
on the continent, from whence they might draw provisions, spread in the country, and waste according to their plea- 
sure. These considerations determine me to propose, that the establishment may be placed on that essential point 
of the principal passage of the river. By this means, the little northern channel, the sounding of which, at high 
water, gives eleven feet and a half on the bar, would be left open to the privateers, and give them an entrance in the 
river, unless guardetl in some manner. T'wo ways are found, tending to that effect: the first is, to mount four or 
six eighteen pounders on one of Brunswick points, where the passage of the river shall be effectually defended. 
[ would not advise to place that establishment on Federal Point, or even on the passage itself, because of the cur- 
rents being so strong, that the safety of the vessels would prove endangered when obliged to stop for to be recon- 
noitred: this inconvenience will not take place at Brunswick. ‘The second waeetent, which, in my opinion, is the 
most advisable, would be an armed vessel, the strength of which might easily be calculated on that of the ships that 
may attempt passing over the bar. This vessel might anchor to the extremity of the harbor, or in different places 
between the harbor and Brunswick; and from thence protect the small vessels, whether entering or going out, and 
prevent privateers from coming up the river. Her object might be also to attend on the fort projected. 

I have communicated these thoughts to the Governor, and expect to hear of his decision by the next post. I sent 
to him a plan; first, of a little fort, with two bastions, the ditch of which is tolerably well defended; rr of a 
simple redoubt, whose ditch has but a direct defence. These two forts may be manned, each of them, by five 
hundred men. I have enclosed, also, an estimate of these two objects, which amount much higher than the appro- 
priated funds, because it is necessary to line the parapets with timber, as we cannot procure but a sand, which rains 
aud wind would level very soon. 

The cost of the fort, with bastions, will, agreeable to the estimate, amount to five thousand seven hundred and 
sixty dollars, comprehending the demolition of Fort Johnston, which, at any rate, must take place, as it is very small, 
partly destroyed by the sea, and what materials remain are rotten. ‘The rédoubt, whose ditch is ill defende , would 
cost four thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight dollars, including, likewise, the demolition of the old fort: the 
first is preferable on all accounts. . 

Until I receive the determination of the Governor, of which [ expect to be apprized by next ordinary, I will have 
time enough to put in readiness the plans, so as to give them immediately to the ag omegy agent, or to the superin- 
tendent, agreeable to the orders which the Governor will think fit to issue. I shall have the honor to communicate 
them to you, when I direct you a copy of the project that will meet with the Governor’s approbation. 


From M. Martinon to the Secretary of War. 


Wiumineton, July 9, 1794. 
GENERAL: 

The Governor having approved of the dispositions T had directed to him on the 16th ultimo, and which I had 
the honor to communicate to you, in my letter dated June 20th, respecting the fort to be established on Cape Fear 
river, | have consequently transported myself on the spot, accompanied by Messrs. Potts and Atkins, the last gen- 
tleman having been premaiee to direct the works. 1 have traced on part of Fort Johnston, and in the neighborhood 
of it, a small fort with two bastions, the parapet of which shall be lined with timber. I have taken the necessary 
levels to establish the foundations, and I have given to the gentlemen the plans, profiles, and memoirs, to direct the 
construction. Mr. Atkins told me he understood the whole perfectly well, and found no difficulty in it. Mr. Pots, 
who is at some trouble to procure workmen, has assured me, that on next Monday, say the 14th instant, he will send 
a sufficient number of them. 

As I do not think that my presence will be of any necessity at this place, I will, towards the end of next 
week, transport myself to Newbery, and from thence I shall have the honor to forward you copies of the plans I 
am making, and which I will obtain the Governor to sanction. 

I have proposed for to lodge the troops ina plain barrack asin Beacon. If you find it convenient I pray you be so 
good as to make it known to me as soon as possible. 

Since | left Newbern I did not hear from Beacon Island’s works, and I feel some anxiety on their account. 
This Island aang very low, the work will be sometimes exposed to the attacks of the sea, swollen by northerly 
winds, which will expose the maintenance of them to be expensive. Had I foreseen that Congress should fix upon 
building ships for the protection of the sea coast, I would have advised to employ, for the defence of Newbern 
river, a galley, or vessel mounted with eight or ten twelve pounders, which would have proved sufficient, and 
might have saved the construction of a fort, its maintenance, garrison in time of peace and war, and the daily dut 
of that garrison, &c. I am going on the spot; [ will examine the locality; confer with the Governor; and I shall 
give an account of it. } 

‘The Governor having desired my advice on the mode of mounting the cannon of the batteries, I have answered, 
that the parapets should have no embrasures, and that the essential point was to construct the carriages so as to ele- 
vate the cannon in order to point and fire over a parapet of five feet high; thus, I believe, will be mounted the can- 
non in Charleston, and in the other batteries. ; 

I have now in hand the model made by Mr. Merlie, but, as there is no scale, I cannot know whether it has the 
necessary height. I remember Mr. Merlie told me in your room there were six inches wanting to the height, which 
might be made up without altering the inclination of the moving carriage, (which is important) by adding six inches 
to the last transom, and so much to the fixed frame. Respecting the model the Governor told me to be in Eden- 
ton, I know nothing of it. I hope I shall have the honor to hear {rom you when [ arrive in Newbern. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Martinon to the Secretary of War, dated 


Newsern, September 8, 1794, 
My Genera-: 
L have had the honor to transmit to you, the 2d of last month, the plans concerning the fort of the river of 
Cape Fear; I hope that you will have received them. 
The soeeney I made to Beacon, to visit the works on the river of Cape Fear, was indispensable. The situa- 
tion in which I found the works is not very —— There are three rows of timber works placed, three feet 
in height, all round the fort, but the main works very little filled in. The overseer of the works, instead of working 
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during the favorable weather, and carrying sand, has been busy cutting wood with the workmen. That Mr. Wal- 
lace, as agent, was bound to undertake the work with more people, and Mr..Potts, at Cape Fear, but there have 
not been more than fourteen or fifteen hands at work for three months. 

I have not seen Mr. Wallace at his house, nor at the works; and, as I was crossing the river, he was carrying 
to Newbern negro men, whom he had hired for three months. At my return, I met him in the instant of his de- 
parture with thirty negro men, whom he hired until the end of October; he assured me it was impossible to work 
upon the Island until the Spring. Such is the situation of the work, my General, which is very difficult to forward, 
as every thing is wanting. I have left Mr. Blanks, overseer, some necessary instructions, which have been trans- 
lated into English by Mr. Leris. 

have been obliged to drive at Beacon, and brought here again ina vessel of the United States, Captain Cooke. 
I had made some provision to go with him to Cape Fear, but the wind having always been contrary, and. my pro- 
vision being done, I have been compelled to come back to Newbern, from whence I will set out, after to-morrow, 
for Wilmington by land. 


The letters, that you will do me the honor to write to me, shall be thither directed. 


Mr. Martinon to General Knox, Secretary of War, Philadelphia, dated 


Witmincton, September 16, 1794. 
GENERAL: 

I have, at my arrival at Wilmington, received your most honored favor of the 8th of August last, in which 
you are advising me to contract the works of the fort of Ocracock, so that it may not exceed the sum mentioned in 
my instructions. I must confess, General, that I look upon it as.impossible. I beg you will examine the plan I 
had the honor to forward, you will undoubtedly perceive that the space is not too la or the sixteen pieces of can- 
non it is intended for; be pleased, also, to take a view of the estimate and letters relating to it; in them you will 
find the reasons for which the estimate of the works amounts to three times the appointed sum; it would be too long 
to repeat them here. , ; ; 

I therefore think instant, if it be intended to continue on the works, that a sum of seven or eight thousand 
dollars should be disposed of for its expenses; and here follows the economical contraction which may take place: 
Having six pieces of cannon of the battery defending the small road over the river, mounted on embrasure car- 
riages, the distance of 20 feet from a cannon, to another becoming useless, 12 feet will be sufficient; in that case 
42 or 48 feet, or 6 or 7 fathoms, may be cut off from that battery; it will, of course, make «a diminution of 15 or 
16 current fathoms of rampart. The fort will then be very much flatten, and the remaining space will scarcely be 
large enough to contain the barrack, which must also be shortened; the two-thirds of the covert way may also be 
put aside, and have it made only on the north side of the fort, so as to secure it against the high waters. Notwith- 
standing all the contractions, which there is time enough to effectuate, I foresee that the expense will overgo the 
sum of six thousand dollars; what may account for it is the bad kind of workmen the country affords; the high 
price required by the owners of the negroes; the loss of time which a navigation of eighty miles occasions; the 
distance of the sand, which can be had but at low water; many other private expenses for the beginning of the es- 
tablishment, and many other inconveniences, which so lonesome and so distant a place creates. I am, myself, at 
more than a month’s distance from one fort to another, either to go or send letters, for want of vessels or of fair winds. 

In all cases, General, the expenses being left to persons no doubt honest, and ———- a be Governor, they 
will settle their accounts; and, as the works at Beacon Island must be stopped at the end of October next, by com- 
paring the expense with the work done at that time, we may acquire more certain notions of what the whole is to 
cost. 

I pray you will recollect I informed you that I would prefer, for the defence of Newbern river, a kind of armed 

alley, which, at all events, might have been sufficient; and its invaluable advantage should be to save the trouble of 
the ee of a fort and constant garrison in time of peace, which garrison will require a vessel to relieve the 
guards and to transport the stores, which must be brought from Newbern, &c. 

You have no doubt received the works of Cape Fear river, where the fort is much larger than that of Beacon, 
because the twelve pieces of cannon, which are to be mounted on sea coast carriages, will stand in the same line. 
‘These twelve pieces are necessary to protect the fort against the fire of frigates which may come to attack it; it 
‘s also constructed to contain a greater number of men to defend it by land; the situation requires and permits it. 
As the parapets are to be lined with timber, on account of the sandy quality of the earth, the expense will be nearly 
double the sum granted, which you are already informed of as wel! as the Governor. It is not in my power to pre- 
vent such increase of expense; but, with regard to fortifications, what is necessary must be done; and, it may be 
said with propriety, that the person who has drawn the estimates, on which the funds have been obtained, has been 
greatly mistaken. ‘They have been working at Cape Fear these two months past. I intend going there the day 
after to-morrow, in Captain Cooke’s vessel, and I shall inform you of the state of the works. 

In consequence of the diminution to be made to the fort of Beacon, I am informing Mr. Tredwell, Collector at 
Edenton, in my answer to his letter, that ten pieces of cannon must be mounted on sea coast carriages, for the 
battery of the main channel side, as it requires a more divergent fire; four or five of those cannons may be eighteen 
pounders, the rest must be thirty-four pounders; as for the battery of the second inlet, six pieces are to be mounted 
on embrasure carriages; four of these twenty-four pounders, and two eighteen pounders, if they cannot be all twenty- 
four pounders. These batteries do require recat Bg gn on account of the reach, which is somewhat distant. 

As to the cannon of Cape Fear river, it thay be of smaller size. 24, 18, and 12 pounders might be employed 
there, and must be all mounted on sea coast carriages, so that they may afford a more divergent fire; I must, how- 
ever, observe, that a different size of cannon in a battery which is to have a reverberatory furnace, may be liable to 
some inconveniences; it is, therefore, much — that all the cannon should be of one size. : 

I believe, General, that in order to have the sea coast carriages mounted in the most uniform manner, it would 
not be improper, if Mr. Mertie is much advanced in his works to the South he should be sent to Edenton and Wil- 
mington; he might in each of these two places construct a sea coast carriage which may serve as a model to con- 
struct the others. : : 

I shall spend some days to the fort, and on my return here will start for Newbern. 

I am, with respect, General, your most humble servant, 
MARTINON. 





Mr. Martinon to General Knox, Secretary of War, (Philadelphia) dated 


Wuamincton, September 30th, 1794. 
GENERAL: 


I have made a stay of eight days to the fort of Cape Fear. The job, after two months’ work, is not very mueh 
advanced. The state in which I found it is such as follows: The barracks are almost ended, the demolition of the 
old fort very much advanced, and very little remblais made. ‘There is about two hundred logs on the spots Mr: 
Atkins, superintendent of the works, had, in my presence, the first pieces of timber of the maoes wencens T found 
the workmen in little activity. Behold the wenegne, pres to me by Mr. Potts! A warrant has issued for the 
sum of one thousand dollars, which are expended; Mr. Potts has wrote to obtain new funds, and having received 
no answer, was upon the point of stopping the works; he has, however, continued on by the means of four hundred 
dollars, which, he told me, he was in advance of. 
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I must observe to you, General, that a too small number of workmen will increase the private expenses, which 
should, and can be avoided, to Cape Fear fort—the workmen being not scarce there, as they are at Ocracock; an over- 


seer for ten workmen may do for a hundred. : ; 
With regard to the whole expense, you are already informed it will be double the sum granted; it is according 
to that information which I gave the Governor, that he has ordered the works to be begun: it has been so with the 
fort at Beacon, which I foretold would require three times the sum appointed. Without these proceedings the idea 
of erecting the forts must be dropped; for each of them, I have been obliged to draw four different plans, so as to find 
the smallest expense. I even perceive that my estimates are rather short, though carried to the highest, on account 
of the names being dearly paid, and doing very little work, if not constantly attended to. . 
__ A redoubt, with four pieces of cannon, and fifty or sixty men, might sufficiently defend the road of the new inset; 
if so, the river of Cape Fear will be sufficiently protected. If you think it proper, I will make a project for that 


purpose. : 
lies made use for my transportation in the river of Captain Cooke’s vessel; he could not convey me to Ocra- 


cock, having to change the masts of the cutter, which are both sprung and rotten. . : 
I shall go shortly to Newbern by land, and will prepare the contractions, which, as I have mentioned in my 


last, of the 16th instant, may take place, to diminish a part of the expense at Beacon. 

If you padge my presence necessary in this country after October next, I beg you will direct me to some person 
to whom I may apply for money, mine diminishing, and Mr. Leris’s being at an end. Out of the four hundred dol- 
lars I have received, two hundred and sixty have been expended to the Government’s account. I shall direct you 
the state and receipts thereof, when you think it proper. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, General, your most obedient and most humble servant, 
MARTINON. 


Copy of a letter from Joshua Potts, agent for procuring materials, §c. to the Secretary of War, dated 
Wimincton, Nortu Carona, October 2d, 1794. 


Sir: 

Conformably to instructions received, enclosed is an abstract of articles purchased for the fort at Cape Fear, 
which exhibits the amount of moneys actually disbursed and paid, one thousand and sixty-one doilars twenty cents. 
The articles purchased with the above sum, will be observed to consist principally of commissary’s stores, camp 
equipage, tools for mechanics and laborers, machinery and materials for the barracks, &c. 

he agent begs a moment of your honor’s attention, while he informs you, that in the mean time of making pre- 

paration as above alluded to, it became expedient that contracts should be made for materials, labor, &c. to be in 
readiness at any stage of the work; accordingly agreements were made, and are still to be discharged. 

ist. The pitch pine hewed timber, intende to build the walls of the parapet, (say *three hundred and sixty tons 

of forty solid feet each, French measurement, at one dollar and eighty cents per ton, deliverable at the fort, is, $648 00 


2d. Building the barracks; the carpenter’s work is contracted for by the square, and will require about 200 00 








3d. Wages of laborers, and a mechanic since 14th July to 1st instant, say two months and a half, of about twenty- 

one persons, average six doliars per month, - - . ‘i 7 “ 315 00 

4th. The butcher’s bill for beef may be - : ‘ ‘ . a 80 00 

$1,243 00 

The first mentioned sum, actually expended and paid, is accurately inserted, per abstract, - 1,061 20 
But the additional amount is set down only on 4 gross estimate, in order to give information on the sub- 

ject, ‘i : ; < ; “ ; : > 1,243 00 


$2,304 20 


The respective sums contracted for are as nearly computed as at present lies in the power of the agent, and 
shall, when discharged, be returned in a certain and proper manner. 

By the enclosed abstract, and the foregoing estimate, the sum, as apportioned for this fort, is not half actually 
paid away, but more than the first moiety is contemplated, by adding the amount of contracts still to be paid. 

The quantity of timber, of itself, to be used on the fort, as planned, would cost half the sum as first estimated 


for the completion of the entire fortification. 
Peculiar circumstances unavoidably guided the manner of commencement, as also the progress of building the 


ofrt. 

ist. The situation, distant from a settled neighborhood, the soil sandy, which, without hesitation, would require 
walls of firm substance to contain it, of course large timbers of pitch pine were by the engineer deemed the most 
convenient, and the cheapest material for that purpose. 

2d. An old fort of lime mortar and shell cement walls was, in the first place, tedious and difficult to be demo- 
lished; the earth and terrace within to be levelled by removal, and the former ditches to be filled up. This last 
mentioned work has hitherto chiefly employed the laborers, and required to be effected, before a beginning of the 
new fort could be attempted. This part alone was a considerable object. 

3d. ‘The custom and disposition of laborers here, whether masters of slaves or otherwise, is, not to be employed, 
by a particular contract, to perform removal of earth, &c. by measurement, nor could any laborers be employed on 


condition of finding themselves either provisions or tools. 

The only resource, therefore, either to begin, or continue, the erection of the fort, was to hire laborers by the 
month, and to find them rations, utensils of cooking, and tools to work with 3 the whole of which supply has been 
committed to the care of a superintendent. 

Exclusively of levelling the former fort, the laborers have been employed, by intervals, in fixing ways and rollers 
to manage large timbers from the water up the hill, and around the fort; Ay at times, in carrying up timbers, 


scantling, boards, shingles, &c. __ 

You will please observe, that in order to forward the building of the fort, it became expedient that contracts 
for materials, &c. as before said, should be made, so as to be in readiness when required, and which should prevent 
any delay of operation that certainly otherwise would have happened, especially, as hitherto, only one thousand dol- 
lars have been ordered to the hands of the agent, it would have been greatly Seoventnaeees to have discontinued 
the work precisely at the expenditure of the said sum, and then to have recommenced the same on receiving an addi- 
tional supply of money. ‘The situation and nature of the undertaking was such as would by no means, consistent 
with the interest of the United States, admit of an interval. 

Reliance is therefore had that the remaining part of $2,873 76, say $1,873 76, will be ordered for the purpose of 
discharging the necessary contracts already mentioned, and further to carry on the building of the fort. 

e carpenter’s work of the house for the barracks is now nearly done; but in regard to the fort, it can only be said, 
with propriety, to be begun, therefore it is impossible to say or to judge at this time, any proportion the present ex- 
penditure bears in comparison to the whole. henever the progress of the work will properly admit, the said pro- 
portion shall be transmitted. 

Mr. Martinon, the engineer, informs me that he has wrote to you on the subject of the fort. I presume his let- 
ters contain information that the said $2,873 76, will certainly be far inadequate to the completion of the fort. The 


* This is not more than half the quantity of timber estimated for that purpose. 
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peculiar and unfavorable circumstances, as aforementioned, render it an impossibility to finish the same with the 


sum first estimated. , 
Should a further sum be allowed, it would be to the interest of the United States that the same be timely ordered, 


to the end that a discontinuance of the work should not happen. 
I have now to apologize for the length of this letter, by assuring you that it has been thus extensively continued 


with the intent of conveying to your idea a full view of all circumstances and parts of the premises, 





Copy of a letter from the Governor of North Carolina to the Secretary of War, dated 
Newsern, November 4, 1794, 


Sir: : 

Mr. Blanks, the superintendent of the works of the fort'at Beacon Island, returned a few days since from that 
place, and informs me that he has raised the foundation agreeable to the plan which was forwarded to you by the 
engineer, three feet nine inches above the surface. The time for which the hands, who were pare: ahs about this 
work, having expired, together with the disadvantages of the approaching season, has induced him to think it most 
for the interest of the United States, that nothing further should be done until the spring. The superintendent sug- 
gests as a reason why the works are not more advanced than they are, is owing to the particular situation of the 
place, he not being able only to work at such times as the tide would permit. He is of opinion that the most mate- 
rial of the work is accomplished. He has applied to me to know from whom he is to receive his pay; and as 
you have been silent on the subject, I have to request that you will inform me on whom he is to call for it. 

RICHARD DOBBS SPAIGHT. 


FORTIFICATIONS AT CHARLESTON AND GEORGETOWN, SOUTH CAROLINA, AND AT SAVANNAH AND 
ST. MARY’S, GEORGIA. 


Instructions to Paul Hyacinte Perrault, acting as temporary Engineer, in the service of the United States. 


Sir: 
In pursuance of the directions of the President of the United States, you are hereby appointed an engineer, 
for the purpose of fortifying the port and harbor of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina. 

ou are, therefore, immediately to repair to that place, and in case the Governor should be near the said port, you 
are to wait upon him and exhibit these instructions But, if the Governor should be at any considerable distance from 
the said port, you are, respectfully, to notify him of your appointment, enclose a copy of these instructions, and 
inform him that you have repaired to the port aforesaid, in order to make the necessary surveys and investigations, 
relatively to your mission, which you will submit to his consideration and take his orders thereon. 

As soon as you shall receive his approbation of your plan, you are to construct the works, and to execute them 
with all possible vigor and despatch. ; : 

The following is an extract of the estimate, on which the appropriations for the fortifications have been founded. 
The proportion of expenses, therefore, herein stated, for the port aforesaid, must not be exceeded, viz : 

Charleston, to be fortified with 72 pieces, which may be divided into three sets of batteries and re- 
doubts, | - =: ° - - - : - o - $11,212 32 

It will be readily pesutionds by the lowness of the estimate, that the parapets of the works intended to be erect- 
ed, are to be of earth, or, where that cannot easily be obtained of an adhesive quality, the parapets may be faced 
with strong timber, and filled in with such earth as can be had. 

It is, however, conceived that, in most cases, earth may be procured, and that a parapet made thereof wiil not 
only form a solid defence, but even be durable, if the earth be tenacious and properly sloped, and sodded inside and 
out, and the seed of knotgrass sown so as to bind the sods and earth together. : 

it is, however, apprehended that the embrasures made in this manner would suffer from the explosion of the pow- 
der from the cannon, and that, therefore, where the batteries are not en barbette, that the embrasures ought to be 
formed of joist, and faced with plank of two inches thick. | ’ 

When the batteries are to be erected on points of land, islands, or other places, at a distance from the towns in- 
tended to be defended, they ought to be covered, or secured, by a redoubt or other enclosed work, in which the _ 
rison should reside constantly, either in a barrack, or a strong block house, as shall be judged most expedient. But, 
in general, as the garrisons will,be weak in numbers, a block house mounting one or two small pieces of cannon, in 
its upper story, will be more secure, and therefore to be preferred. ‘These, however, ought not to be. — if any, 
exposed to the fire of heavy cannon. A block house will not contain more than fifty men. If the garrison, therefore, 
should be enlarged, tents must be used. : : 

The redoubts, in general, ought to be of a size to contain five hundred men, so as to resist a sudden enterprise of 
an enemy, and perhaps the idea ought to be embraced, in the first instance, that they should be of such extent as 
to admit timber casemates, to be erected hereafter, so as to enable the garrison to resist, in some tolerable degree, 


a bombardment. 

But it is not proposed, at present, to erect such casemates, excepting for a magazine, which must be formed of 
massy timber, and be six feet thick on the roof, exclusive of the earth, and jointed and calked in such a manner 
as to be perfectly tight. Care must be taken to have these magazines properly ventilated, and free from dampness. 
They are to be of size sufficient to hold one hundred and fifty rounds of powder for each piece of cannon intended 
to be served from it- The spot at which a magazine of this nature shall be fixed, will require t judgment, so 
as to combine security against an enemy, either open or subtle, or any danger from common accidents. . 

Your judgment will also direct what parts of your works shall be protected by fraizes, and what by palisadoes, 
or whether your redoubts shall have embrasures, or fire en barbette with small cannon. As the redoubts are to 
cover the batteries they would certainly secure and resist better without embrasures. The batteries are to annoy. 

The choice of the ground on which the batteries and works are to be erected, whether to have embrasures, or to 
en barbette, with the new sea coast carriages, with all the combinations and effects a them, will rest upon 
your judgment, under the directions of the Governor. It has not been intended, by any thing herein specified, to 
point out the particular manner in which the works should be erected. Outlines only have been given, to serve in 
regulating the expense, which is limited by the sums before mentioned. é é . 

Some person, in whose ingenuity and industry confidence can be placed, will be appointed, at the said port, to 
superintend the actual execution of the works according to your directions. Arrangements will also be made, by 
him, or some other person, to obtain the necessary workmen, implements, and materials, which will be required in 


this business. But every thing must be previously calculated and estimated by you. 
ghly honorable nature, and strongly 


— the business, herein entrusted to your —- is, in itself, of a hi 
evincive of the confidence of the President of the Unit States, and which would probably enhance your reputa- 
tion, yet it is to be explicitly understood by you, that the employment is only temporary, and not conferring, orin- 


volving, any military rank whatever. ‘ . 
For a compensation, for your services, and personal expenses, you will be allowed and paid at the rate of four 
dollars per day, while you shall be employed. For all reasonable extra expenses, such as necessary boat hire, and 
po to assist in your surveys, you will be allowed; but for those you must keep regular accounts and take 
receipts. 
14 m 
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You are to deliver to the Governor copies of all your plans, surveys, soundings, &c. and also transmit copies of 
the same to this office. You are also to make a weekly report to this office of your proceedings. 

I have issued my warrant, in your favor, for two hundred dollars, as an advance on account of your extra ex- 
penses. For any sums you may require, on account of your compensation and personal expenses, you must apply to 
me, and I shall order the same.to be paid in Charleston. 

A reverberatory furnace for red hot balls must be erected for each battery. 

All the plans must be accompanied with sections and elevations, so that a complete judgment may be formed 
thereof. An estimate of the expense must also be formed of each work, and the number and size of the cannon in- 
tended must be specified. i 

You will have under your immediate orders Jerome Merlie, as a director of artillery artificers, to mount the 
new gun carriages, and John James Lairis, as sub-engineer and interpreter. This appointment to take place from 
the first of this instant, April. 


Given at the War Office of the United States, this eleventh day of April, 1794. ; 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


Sir: 

You will spease to understand, as you have Mr. Stouff under your orders, that your commission will now ex- 
tend to the fortifications of Charleston and Georgetown, in South Carolina, and to Savannah and St. Mary’s, in Geor- 
gia. ‘The places first to be attended to are Charleston and Savannah. Upon your arrival at the former, you are to 
send Mr. Stouff to survey Savannah river. 


War Orrice, April 19, 1794, H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 


Copy of a letter from P. H. Perrault to the Secretary of War, dated 


Sir: Cuarteston, May 4th, 1794. 


I have thehonor respectfully to inform you, that, after a passage of fourteen days, I am just arrived at Charleston- 
I immediately waited on the Governor, and showed him my instructions, &c. is Excellency was to go the day 
following to Columbia. He informed me that he had already begun some work, under the direction of Colonel Senf, 
viz: a battery at one of the wharves of the city, and a little other work at Fort Johnston; the expenses of the first 
battery are very considerable; the purchase of wood only, being eight hundred and three dollars. You may judge 
from this the extravagant price of work here. 

Mr. Stouff will sail for Savannah the first favorable wind. Mr. Merlie has made a state of the materials want- 
ed for carriages, and given it to Mr. Desaussure, but this gentleman says he cannot immediately find dry wood, 
either of oak or ash, and that it will not be possible before the next year. At the same time it may be too expensive 
perhaps to complete all the work with Acajou wood. I think it would be better if you was to send from Philadelphia 
the wood necessary for the great chase; and in the mean time Mr. Merlie will employ himself in making the little, 
and Mobile carriages, of Acajou wood. Should you think it better, he will, on your subsequent order, make the great 
chase of pitch pine wood, but it will be very unsolid. 

I soon visited the harbor and made several soundings. ‘To-morrow I shall draw again the more important places 
where I suppose the batteries will be necessary, in order to fix exactly the just distance between them, and be able to 
calculate their effect, respectively. ; 

I - yse that, with four fortifications, in addition to the battery of Col. Senf, the protection of Charleston har- 
bor wil be very complete; but I cannot help observing to you, that the money allowed is too inconsiderable, and 
{ beg you to give me some directions in order to make something useful. You may be assured that I will conduct 
myselt with all possible economy. 

You forgot to include in my instructions, what money is appointed for Savannah, Cape St. Mary’s, and George- 
town. I beg you to give me immediate information on that subject, in order that [ may be able to regulate my 
projects and calculations on it. 

Mr. Merlie has just now told me that he has found the necessary wood in Acajou to complete his work. This 
wood in my opinion is the better, and he will, with your leave, perform all his work with this wood, in the mean time 
he will make the Mobile carriages. 

It is probable that Mr. Merlie will meet with the same difficulty at Savannah, and probably it will not be so 
easily got over as here; so that perhaps it might be better that Mr. Merlie should make all the carriages here, as well 
_~ a as for Savannah, Cape St. Mary’s, and Georgetown, and ship them, when finished, for the respective 

varbors. 


From P. H. Perrault to the Secretary of War, dated 


Sir: Cuareston, May 12, 1794. 


I have the honor respectfully to inform you, that I have taken the plan of the whole of Fort Moultrie, on 
Suilivan’s Island, and the plan of Fort Johnston. I shall pursue my operations without any interruption, and hope 
that they will be incessantly finished, and that I shall be able, in the course of next week, to submit all my plans of 
operation to the approbation of General Moultrie. : 

On the idea of adhering to the strictest economy, Mr. Merlie has not yet obtained a place for his works, and 1 
cannot help observing how many difficulties are occasioned by the absence of the Governor; the loss of time resulting 
from it is inexpressible, and must necessarily hinder me for a long time from beginning my works. I wrote to his 
Excellency some time since, to obtain a place for Mr. Merlie; last Saturday I ought to have received an answer, for 
the want of which I shall lose another week. I wish to have notice of the money appointed for Savannah and 
Georgetown, before my departure from this place. Mr. Stouff has sailed for Savannah. — 

It will be necessary, likewise, that Mr. Desaussure should receive positive orders to give me all necessary supplies 
on my first requisition; his praiseworthy wishes to fulfil his et with the most complete economy, cause 
much discussion and foss of time. I had found a place for Mr. Merlie in the arsenal, but Mr. Desaussure was 
answered by Mr. Lenox, the arsenal keeper, that the Governor’s consent must be first obtained, in consequence of 
which I wrote to his Excellency, but, as I said before, have not received an answer, and Mr. Desaussure tells me 
there is no other place but this arsenal, and a little market, for which place the Governor’s consent is likewise ne- 
cessary. 


From P. H. Perrault to the Secretary of War, dated 


Sir: Cuar.eston, May 3ist, 1794. 


I have had the honor to receive your letter, and am very glad to find that General Jackson is of the same opin- 
ion with myself and Mr. Stouff; I consequently wrote tothe latter to make the necessary —, 

Ihave indeed found great hindrance, and Mr. Merlie has scarcely begun his work. It would be necessary, I 
believe, to tell Mr. Desaussure positively that nothing more is requisite than for me to ask, and for him to supply 
whatever may be wanting. : as : tied 

I had begun, and almost terminated my directions, when sounding and searching in every Ee of the harbor, | 
discovered a sand bank, largely dry at low water, and keeping one hundred and fifty fathoms long, and sixty wide 
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to high water; it was believed generally by the pilots, that this sand bank was discovered only at low water, and 
that its formation had taken place from fifteen to twenty years. ‘This discovery necessarily altered my first disposition. 

I send to you the map containing the exact position of this new place; the Goyernor was amazed when I told 
him of it, and (beforeany thing was concluded on) wished tosee it; I cannot myself determine, before he has decided 
on so important a matter. You will find on the map an explanation of the great advantages of this situation. It is 
morally impossible that, with a fort on thissand bank, and with another on Sullivan’s Island, provided with red hot 
bullets, any vessel can pass without being burnt, for they both cross one another at the distance of blank shot. 
The Governor is apprehensive of —- ut for the solidity of the foundation, andthe vehement fury of the waves. 

ast 


He would have walked on the place week, but his ill state of health would not permit it; he intends to exa- 
mine it this week. . 


From P. H. Perrauli to the Secretary of War, dated 


Cuar.eston, June 16th, 1794. 
I explained in my former letters the obstructions resulting from the Governor’s absence and indisposition, and 
the economy of Mr. Desaussure. I have been indeed much pores, but hope all the works will be in as good 
a train as possible; the Governor has appointed ihe places to be fortified, and the direction of those fortifications. 
I will constantly send you copies of the draughts of them, with the estimation of their expense. The Governor not 
— agreed with my directions, I believe it will be proper, I send you, for my discharge, a memorial concerning 
that matter. 

The Governor will, without doubt, write you on the subject of the patriotism and zealous endeavors of the 
citizens of Charleston. They opened a subscription for supplying the money directed by Congress, which was 
indeed too small for the nature of the work, absolutely necessary in this country, where nothing but sand can be 
found, and which necessitates us to make use of timber revetments both before and behind, On calculation, every 
twenty feet amount to five hundred dollars. ‘The places designed to be fortified are Sullivan’s Island, Fort John- 
ston, one battery on a wharf, and another on a little sand bank, opposite Shute’s folly. 

Mr. Merlie has begun his works. I think it would be convenient that he should make in this city the carriages 
for Savannah, for it would spare the resulting expense of a new establishment, and purchase of tools, which would 
indeed be very extravagant. It will be very easy to send the carriages by water to Savannah when they are finished. 


Sir: 


Extract from P. H. Perrault to the Secretary of War, dated 


Cuareston, July 28th, 1794. 
Sir: 
The money appointed for the work of Mr. Merlie is spent—there are only four carriages done. You wish for 
sixty—with what money are they to be performed ? [I am obliged to stop this work from the first of August, until I 
receive new orders on your part—the other works are in train, and I hope that the additional money of the subscrip- 
tion, with that supplied by this State, will be sufficient for their accomplishment. The works at Georgetown and 
Savannah are likewise begun. 


Extract from P. H. Perrault to the Secretary of War, dated 


Cuareston, 4ugust 19th, 1794. 


‘“* The work is carrying on very aces £ not only in Charleston, but in Savannah and Georgetown—the battery 
in the city of Charleston is almost finished.” 


Copy of a letter from D. De Saussure to the Secretary of War, dated 


Cuar.eston, 7th July, 1794. 

I wrote to you the May last, enclosing copy of a requisition made by Mr. Merlie for sundry materials and 
workmen to set about making the gun ——_ ordered on new construction, and I then stated the smallness of the 
sum for the object eenteeass nd as | considered it imprudent to postpone commencing the work-until I 
received your answer, I made a beginning, by procuring a proper place for a sen wll and collected some materials 
and workmen, and I enclose you an abstract of the actual expenditure in that work up to the 30th ult. amountin 
to seven hundred and seventy-one dollars, thirty cents. I refer you to a note I have made on the abstract, of severa 
charges which will come into this account, and which cannot at present be ascertained; but will altogether form a 
considerable sum, perhaps such a one as will, in addition to the abstract, amount to more than one thousand dollars, 
the gum allotted. ‘The workmen are still employed under Mr. Merlie, and will continue so to the end of this month, 
at which time they must cease, unless I receive new directions, with funds for re previous thereto, and at 
which time I do not suppose there will be more than five or six of the carriages completed. 

You have, herewith, an abstract of the expenditures for the fortifications at Fort Darrell and Fort Johnston, 
amounting to three thousand four hundred and ninety-seven dollars twenty-nine cents, incituding materials and 
pene wets previous to Mr. Perrault’s arrival. ‘Those works I formerly stated to you were begun under the direc- 
tion of Col. Senf, by order of the Governor, and as those works have been continued by Mr. Perrault, with such of 
the materials as remained, I deemed it preper to pay those accounts. Fort Darrell is far advanced in its completion, 
and for some time past it has been of no expense to the United States for mechanical labor—that part being done 
gratis by the carpenters of this city. We have a great number of negroes sent gratis, who are employed as common 
Jaborers to remove the timber from place to place, and filling in the earth as the wood work rises. I presume Mr. 
Perrault has informed you it is not possible to erect any works here with earth, unless first cased with timber, the 
earth being of a very light soil, nay, sand itself, consequently not adhesive. 

Although negroes have been sent gratis, it was stipulated rations should be supplied to them. I consented to do 
so, on the principle of propriety; as we have the labor gratis, it is as little as we can do to feed them. Subscriptions 
for carrying on the fortifications have been liberal—eight thousand days’ labor of negroes, four thousand feet of 
ranging timber, and between seven and eight hundred pounds, have been subscribed; in consequence of which the 
iaborers have begun at Fort Johnston and Sullivan’s Island, to prepare to begin the works. You will observe two 
canoes charged in the account; it is unavoidable, as we could not transport the timber from one place to another, 
and also the people employed at Fort Johnston and Sullivan’s Island, without; and I found by experience, it would 
not do to hire them; there is also a charge for a horse, saddle, and bridle, furnished Mr. Perrault; he alleged he 
wanted a horse to go from one work to another here, and that he must be found one at the expense of the United 
States—he enforced his claim by an order from the Governor. I will thank you for your opinion on this article. 


Sir: 





From D. De Saussure to the Secretary of War, dated 


Sir: Cuar.eston, 13th Sept. 1794. 
I have received the two thousand dollars additional which you directed to be remitted on account of the artil- 
‘ery department. I now enclose you an abstract statement on that account up to 31st last month, amounting to two 
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thousand three hundred and forty-three dollars thirty-four cents, which leaves a balance of six hundred and fifty- 
six dollars sixty-six cents, which will be expended by the end of the present month, in completing six carriages 
on the new plan: e, however, are nearly finished, but the Governor has ordered Mr. Merlie twelve carriages for 
twenty-four pounders, on the old construction, six of which are about, but the above balance will fall short of the 
expense for the six on hand; besides, there will be a variety of charges which cannot be ascertained at present; con- 
sequently, if you choose the work to continue, it will be absolutely necessary to,order me a further remittance. 
can assure you, I spare no pains og ame the materials with all the expedition possible, and I can aver that no 
part of the works have been delayed through my inattention. Although I have constantly had negroes on hire, and 
others sent gratis, we have not been able to get as many as could be employed. ‘ ; 

Mr. Habersham has requested I would employ five hundred dollars (which he is to reimburse me) in making 
carriages for Savannah, as it was difficult to find the proper materials there, but this sum will scarcely be sufficient 
to make more than two. I am informed the fort built there is altogether en barbette ; if so, two will be of little or 
no consequence. Ona conversation with Mr. Merlie, he thinks it would be as well to have the whole made here, 
and then sent to Savannah; having the workshop already fixed here, there would be no new expense on that score, 
and it will not be more expensive to transport the carriages, than the mahogany, which must be got here. I have no 
doubt the iron work will be cheaper here than at Savannah. You will be so good as to give me the earliest instruc- 
tions on this subject; for the presegt, the workmen wil! set about two carriages for Savannah, the expense of which 


shall be kept separate from those for this place. Rey: » 

Enclosed you have an abstract of the expenses incurred up to the 31st of August for the fortifications, amounting 
to seven thousand one hundred and eighty-five dollars, thirty-four cents; exclusively of the above amount there is 
nearly one thousand dollars’ worth of ranging timber delivered at Fort Johnston and Sullivan’s Island, for which I 
have not yet received the bill—those works being on a large scale, will require a considerable quantity of lumber and 
workmanship, which in _—— will considerably exceed the sum appropriated by the President, and that sub- 


scribed by the citizens. engagement, with individuals, either for materials or —~" is ro pay — 
and unless the collector 


I have hitherto complied with when called upon; at present my funds are nearly exhaust t 
can make me an advance, before he receives directions to place money in my hands, I shall be disagreeably circum- 


stanced. 





FORTIFICATIONS AT WEST POINT. 


State of the Works ordered at West Point, stating their situation in the present day of the last of August. 
v New York, August 31st, 1794. By Coronet Vincent. v o- 


Forr Purnam.—The repairing of the enclosure of the fort is now going on; one part has been altered, according 
to the strong reasons reported in one memorial, which has not yet been seen by the minister; but, as that part of the 
enclosure to be changed was to be new built, it will be a very trifling expense to make the useful proposed alteration. 


Fort Cxinton.—It will not be possible for this year to begin any works; and it will be sufficient to collect eve 
necessary material, during this season, in order to be ready to begin very early in the beginning of the spring. t 
should be also very useful, to begin this year the digging of the foundations, in employing the diggers at the task by 
cubic fathoms. We think that this way is the only one to be used in the works ordered by the General Government, 


inasmuch as the laborer’s day’s work is very high. 


OsservaTions.—The works at West Point are directed by the Major Niven, who may hardly be sufficient for 
so great a business. It will be necessary to employ one engineer more, principally for the important masonry to be 
erected there, which will require great knowledge in that line. The manner of carrying on all the necessary dig- 
gings by task, requires also one man, accustomed to such works, and daily upon the spot. The able commander, 
and clever man, Mr. Fleming, ought also obtain the first superintendency upon these important works. 





Copy of the Report of Daniel Niven to the Secretary of War, relatively to the Fortifications at West Point; dated 
Puitapetpuia, December 12, 1794. 


Sir: 
I conceive it my duty to make the following report: That, from the 20th of May to the 18th day of July last, 
I was employed in superintending lime-burning, collecting stune to Fort Clinton, making and repairing roads, makin 
and repairing tools, and repairing such parts of the rear wall of Fort Putnam as I judged sufficient On the sai 
oncluded, that all the old wall of Fort Putnam, facing 


18th day of July, Mr. Vincent, Captain Fleming, and myself c 
Fort Clinton, be taken down and rebuilt; enclosing the point, for the advantage of enlarging the battery facing the 


ridge, where Forts Webb and Willis stood. Accordingly, I proceeded, and employed as many miners, maso 
laborers, and teams, as I could find, that would work to advantage, and have taken away the old wall and built 2 
new one, with the foundation on the rock, agreeably to your instructions, on durable principles of masonry. The 
said new wall is raised from twenty to twenty-five feet high, except the gate-way, for want of free-stone to face the 
arch. Nine bomb proof arches are closed over the barracks and magazines. I had hopes to finish four more, but 
the days are so short and cold, and the frost would damage the masonry so much, if the mortar could be worked. 
that I judged it best to discharge the workmen on the 22d day of November, except a very few under the direction 
of Captain Fleming. It was impossible to carry on the works without great damage to the public service. 

Several arrangements ought to be made this winter, thet the works may be carried on to advantage the ensuing 
season; that the laborers be hired by the month, and forfeit something if they leave the works without timely notice; 
that a forage store be established; that the brick be moulded in the shape of a key stone, to turn the arches. This 


will make strong work, and save great labor. 
Enclosed is a rough sketch of Fort Putnam, made in the manner I should recommend it to be finished. 
D. NIVEN. 





Copy of a circular letter to the persons employed to obtain labor, implements, and materials, for the Fortifications. 
War Department, March 29, 1794. 


Sir: A 
_ You having been appointed for the purpose of obtaining the labor, implements, and materials, for the fortifica- 
tions which are to be erected at , in pursuance of a law of the United States, for that purpose, are to 
regard the following instructions as the general rule of your conduct. 
First. Upon the engineer’s or superintendent’s of the works making a requisition upon you, in writing, for labor or 


workmen, to erect earth works, of the description which he shall give, you will consider well whether the object 
with more economy, by a contract with some responsible person or persons, at a 


described — be Mc pacer gee . econom , hs 
certain rate per cubical yard, or iring individuals per day; in general, it is the most savi e to 
earth by contract; if this, upon full iavestigntion, should cour to oe oo 


the case, you will of course adopt it. 
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Second. It will be expected that, for any mechanical work to be performed, whether relatively to the fortifica- 
tions, or the mounting of artillery, that you will obtain every article upon the best terms possible. This will be es- 
sential, for the sake of your own reputation, as it is not improbable that all the accounts respecting this business may 
hereafter be published. Besides which, the accounting officers of the treasury will rigidly examine every charge, 
and, if exorbitant, or not well vouched, they will make the necessary deductions. 

Third. It is to be understood by you, that the requisition in writing upon you, by the engineer, or by the super- 
intendent, authorized by the engineer for that purpose, will be essential in the passing your accounts. It is possible, 
however, that some other person than the engineer may hereafter be appointed to mount the cannon; in that case, 


he will exhibit his appointment to you before you furnish any open 
The sum contemplated for the port of ——————— is not to be exceeded without some pressing reason. 
It will be necessary, therefore, at the time that the first moiety of the said sum should be expended, that you 


should enclose me an abstract of the articles for which it has been disbursed, together with a statement. of the engi- 
neer or superintendent, of the proportion which the sum expended bears to the whole work, taking into considera- 


tion the purchase of any materials which are to serve for the general object. 
The amount of the expenses for making new carriages for cannon, cannot now be ascertained; but the Secretary 


of the Treasury will place —— dollars in your hands, to be appropriated to that object. 
Tam, &c. H. KNOX. 


Copy of a circular letter to the Engineers, dated 
War Department, July 24, 1794. 


Sr: , . , 
I request that you would, upon mature consideration, determine upon the grants of gvound which will be 
- You will please to report the said 


indispensably necessary for the accommodation of the fortifications of 
, in order that he may take the necessary measures for pur- 


quantity in acres to - , the agent at } 
chasing the same, and you will please, also, to make a duplicate report to this office. 
Permit me to urge the season of the year, which is advancing, as a strong inducement to placing all the fortifi- 


cations under your direction in a state of defence, and of completing them, as far as possible, with the funds which 
have been designated. 
H. KNOX. 














Iam, &c. 





Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
War Department, March 29, 1794. 


Sir: a ee 

The estimates herein enclosed, relatively to the fortifications, is a copy of the one presented to the committee 
of Congress, and is presumed to have been contemplated in the law making the appropriations upon the subject. 
Some places, however, are mentioned in the law which are nut contained in the estimate. 

It will be necessary to appoint some man of character for integrity and a in each of the places to be 
fortified, for the purpose of obtaining the labor and materials necessary for the fortifications. I presume he appoint- 
ment of such persons will belong to your department, and, under this impression, I have conceived it proper, on my 
part, to draught a letter according to the purport of No. 2. Ss 

As it will be perceived that garrisons are contemplated, it will be necessary that some arrangement be also made 
for furnishing the rations and other necessary supplies in the Quartermaster’s department. 

You will decide upon the proportions of the sums for the fortifications, to be placed in the hands of the agent to be 
appointed. ‘They ought to be sufficient to obtain every thing which shall be wanted, so that the works may not lan- 


guish for want of the necessary means. 





Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Secretary of War. 
July 7, 1794. 


Sir: 
The Congress of the United States having, by their act of the 9th of June, 1794, ory may ee a further sum 
or the pur of for- 


of thirty thousand dollars, in addition to the seventy-six thousand dollars heretofore granted 
tifying certain ports and harbors in the United States, making together one. hundred and six thousan dollars, I 
have to request you will be pleased to furnish me, as soon as convenient, with a memorandum of the manner in 
which the said sum of one hundred and six thousand dollars is to be apportioned among the several ports and har- 
bors, designated to be fortified by the acts of Congress of the 20th March and 9th May, 1794, that I may be enabled 
to ascertain, with precision, what further sums remain to be remitted to the persons respectively appointed to dis- 


burse the moneys. : 
I have the honor to be, sir, &c. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
War Department, July 9, 1794. 


Sir: Ba 
Agreeably to your request of the 7th instant, I have the honor of transmitting you the sums to be expended 


upon the fortifications specified by the laws, the entire ee, for which amounts to one hundred and six 
thousand dollars. The sums apportioned to the different places amount to one hundred and four thousand and 
twenty-five dollars and fifty-two cents, leaving a balance of one thousand nine hundred and seventy -four dollars 


and forty-eight cents, to be apportioned hereafter to such places as may be deemed necessary. 








MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





Sir: 


St. Mary’s, - - : - - - - 1,423 84 
Sevannah, . . - - - - - 3,737 52 
anna ame 4 ; . . - - - 16,212 32 
eorgetown, - - : . . - 1,423 84 
Winingte, N. C. - . - “ r : 2,873 76 
Ocracock, - - - : - - - 3,157 68 
Norfolk . - : . - : - 6,737 52 
Alexandria, - - - . - - - 3,000 00 
Annapolis, ~ - - . : - - 3,000 00 
Baltimore, ‘ - - ° - “ - 6,225 44 
Wilmington, : - - - : - - 3,000 00 
Philadelphia, ” - . : - : - 14,913 82 
New York, : - - . - - - 12,522 36 
New London and Groton, - - . : : - 3,000 00 
Newport, - - - - - - - 4,500 00 
Boston, - - - - : - - 8,749 28 
Salem, - - ° ° - - - 1,423 84 
Cape Ann, - - - : ° - : 1,423 84 
Marblehead, - - - - - - - 1,423 84 
Portsmouth, . - - . . : 2,527 34 
Portland, - - ° ; - - - 2,749 28 
$104,025 52 








Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Treasury. 


War Department, July 24, 1794. 











I have the honor to transmit you a copy of a circular letter to the several engineers employed for fortifying 
certain ports and harbors of the United States; and I beg leave to request that you will take such measures as you 
may deem proper for the purchase of such tracts of land at the places, respectively, as shall be designated by the en- 
gineers to the agents. 


Secretary of War to the Comptroller of the Treasury. 
October 16, 1794. 


Sir , 7 
I have the honor to represent to you, that it will be requisite to add to the sums heretofore apportioned for the 
fortifications of the following places, the sums herein specified: 











Portland, - - - - - . . - 900 
Portsmouth, - - ‘ > ‘ - 600 
Cape Ann, - - - - . 7 a 600 
Salem, - - - - - ° - - 600 
Marblehead, e ° * - - « - 900 
Newport and Rhode Island, - - . ¥ ‘ 5 

$4,100 








Unless the sums shall be furnished, it is apprehended the works will be left unfinished, and all which has been 
done may be useless in a great degree. ‘The sums now requested may be considered as deducted from the sum of 
eight thousand seven hundred and forty-nine dollars and twenty-eight cents, heretofore apportioned to Boston, and 
which will not be expended this year, owing to some difficulties which have arisen on the part of the State Govern - 
ment to the fortifying of that harbor. _ 7 , | ‘ 

I request you will be pleased to direct the sums before mentioned to be transmitted to the agents of the said 
places, respectively. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Secretary of War. 


Treasury Department, December 17, 1794. 

SIR: : ‘ ‘ : 

In reply to your letter of this date, I have the honor to inform you,that no general instructions have gone from 

this Department to the collectors, relative to the purchase of the lands on which fortifications might be erected, 

from an expectation that the information necessary for the government of the treasury would come in course through 
the channel duh nated in your letter to me of the 24th of July last. 

The enclosed memorandum exhibits a view of all the cases in which cessions and purchases have been made, or 
measures taken to effect the object thereof. The treaty for the purchase of the land on which the fortifications are 
erecting at — is suspended for the present, on account of a very material difference in opinion with respect 
to the value of it. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
A. HAMILTON. | 


The inhabitants of Marblehead have ceded to the United States the land on which the fortifications are erecting. 
Another piece of land adjoining thereto has, at the request of the engineer, been purchased from Russell Trevett, for 
two hundred and fifty dollars; to which sum, however, are to be added sixty dollars paid to a person to relinquish 
his right to the fishing flakes. : arene 

The inhabitants of Salem have ceded to the United States the land on which the fortifications are erecting. 

The Governor of Virginia has been authorized to purchase the land at Norfolk, provided the cost does not exceed 
one thousand dollars. . tk 

The collector at Baltimore has been directed to take measures for ascertaining the value of the land at Whet- 
stone Point, near Baltimore, whereon the fortifications are erecting. 


Treasury Department, December 17, 1794. 
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Statement of Moneys transmitted from the Tre Department to be placed in the hands of the agents for the 
Sortifications at the following places, to wit: 








Portland, Maine, oo - - - - - 3,399 28 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, - - . - 2,877 34 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, - : - - - : 1,773 84 
Salem, 0. - - - - - - 1,773 84 
Marblehead, do. - : e. > e. <a - - 2,013 84 
Boston, do. - - - - - - 2,000 00 
Newport, Rhode Island, - - - - - - 4,500 00 
New London, Connecticut, - - - - ° 3,000 00 
New York, - - - - - - - 12,522 36 
Philadelphia, - - - - - - - 11,913 82 
Wilmington, Delaware, - - - - - - 1,000 00 
Baltimore, Maryland, " ; . . . - 5,200 00 
Annapolis, do. . - ° - - - 2,750 00 
Norfolk, Virginia, - - - - - - - 7,797 52 
Alexandria, do. - - - - - - - 1,000 00 
Cape Fear, North Carolina, - - - - - 2,873 76 
Ocracock, 0. - - - - - - 1,000 00 
Charleston, South Carolina, - - - - - - 15,000 00 
Georgetown, do. - - - - - - 1,000 00 
Savannah, Georgia, - - - - - - 3,537 52 
St. Mary’s, do. - - - - - - 1,173 84 

$88,106 96 

3d Coneress. ] No. 23. [2d Session. 


MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 29, 1794. 


Mr. Gixes, from the committee appointed to prepare a plan for the better organizing, arming, and disciplining the 
‘ Militia of the United States, made the following report: . 


That they are of opinion the plan for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, already adopted by law, 
may be made competent to all the purposes of an efficient militia, by remedying the difficulties and inconveniences 
which have occurred in the execution of the same. . 

That the principal difficulties and inconveniences which have occurred in the execution of the militia system, 
particularly respect the incompetent provisions for arming them, and for calling them forth to execute the laws of 
the United States, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions. . i 
_ It appears to the committee, that the principal defects in the existing provisions for arming the militia, consist 
in the want of a competent source of supplying the arms; the want of some provision for furnishing persons with 
arms, who may be deemed unable to furnish themselves; and the want of adequate and uniform penalties to enforce 
a compliance with the requisitions of the existing militia laws. 

The committee not having that part of this subject committed to them, which respects the calling forth of the 
militia, recommend the following resolution: . Bt 

Resolved, ‘That the act, entitled ‘‘ An act more effectually to provide for the national defence, by establishing 
an uniform militia throughout the United States,” ought to be amended; and that further provision ought to be 
made, by law, for arming the militia of the United States, and for enforcing the execution of the existing militia 
laws, by adequate and uniform penalties. 





3d_ConGress.] No. 24.* (2d _ Session. 








FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 28, 1795. 


Mr. SamvuEt Situ, from the committee to whom was recommitted the report of the committee to whom was referred 
the report of the Secretary of War, respecting the fortifications of the United States, made the following report: 


That, by an estimate of the Secretary of War, during the last session, the following sums were considered 
as sufficient to fortify the following ports and harbors, viz: 


Portland, in the District of Maine, - - - $2,749 28 

Portsmouth, in New Hampshire, - - - 2,964 22 

Gloucester, Massachusetts, - - - - 1,423 84 
* See No. 19. 
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Salem, Massachusetts, - - - - 1,423 84 
Marblehead, Do. - - - - 1,423 84 
Boston, —__ Do. 
Newport, Rhode Island, - - - : 3,000 00 
ew London and Groton, Connecticut, - - - 5,498 56 
New York, - - - - - - 12,522 26 
Philadelphia, - : - : - 8,737 94 
bad mn n, Delaware. 
mnapolis, c ; : + 
Baltimore $ Maryland, 4,225 44 
Norfolk, Virginia, - - - : - 3,737 58 


Alexandria, 0. 


Cape ‘Fear. . 

Ocracock Inlet, North Carolina, - - ‘ 4,647 60 
Charleston, South Carolina, - - 11,212 39 
a hc 

St. Mary's, Georgia, . : : ° 3,737 52 


_ The statements for Boston, and Wilmington, in Delaware, are not noted, in consequence of Castle William 
being held by the State of Massachusetts, and no proceeding having taken effect in respect to Wilmington. Alex- 
andria is not estimated, and the committee are of opinion that it is not necessary now to complete the work. An- 
napolis stands by a particular act, and it is suggested no estimate may be made on that subject, as the President is 
already empowered to go on with the works, if he thinks necessary. __ i asl 

The committee are of opinion, that the following sums will be sufficient to complete the fortifications, agreeably 
to the original intention, viz: 





Portland, - - - - - - $1,000 
Portsmouth, - - - - - 1,000 
Gloucester, - - - - - 1,000 
em, - - - - 1,000 
Marblehead, - - - - 1,000 
Rhode Island, - . - - - 3,000 
Connecticut, - - - - - 2,000 
New York, - - . - - 8,000 
West Point, - - - - - 7,500 
Philadelphia, - - - - - 5,000 
Baltimore, - - - - - 2,500 
Norfolk and Portsmouth, - - - 3,000 
Ocracock, - - - - - 1,000 
Wilmington, - - - - - 1,500 
Charleston and Georgetown, - - - - 5,000 
Savannah and St. Mary’s, . - - - 3,000 
$46,500 


Your committee, taking into view every circumstance connected with this subject, submit the following reso- 


lution: 
Resolved, That a sum, not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, be appropriated for the purpose of completing the 


fortifications of certain ports and harbors in the United States. 
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MILITARY FORCE, ARSENALS, AND STORES. 


COMMUNICATED TO TH® SENATE, DECEMBER 15, 1795. 


War Orrice, December 12, 1795. 

Sir: 

By the direction of the President of the United States, I have the honor to present, herewith, No. 1, A state- 

ment of the present military force of the United States; No. 2, A report of the measures which have been pursued 

to obtain proper sites for arsenals; and No. 3, A report of the measures which have been taken to replenish the ma- 
gazines with military stores. ; ; 

And am, most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


The Vice Preswent of the United States and President of the Senate. 


TIMOTHY PICKERING. 
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4 Statement of the present Military Force of the United States. 
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Total, - - 1 1 1 - - 1 1 1 5 ! 17 | 62 | 73 | 2| 27 4 | 16 | 3,228 
With General Wayne, including the garrison on the lower parts of the Ohio,and in advance of Fort 
Washington, - —s = _< - - - - - - - | 2,039 
At Pittsburg, Fort Franklin, Presque isle, &c. - ‘ ‘ 4 . it L 999 
In Georgia, ” - - - - ° a > 3 “ 78 
Sailed toGeorgia, - | - - - - - * a 3 272 
In the Southwestern territory, - - « P - “ . A 33 
At West Point, fortifications of the harbors, and the several recruiting rendezvous, - . - 584 
3,228 








A statement showing at what periods the enlistments of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers will expire. 
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ber, 1795,| st July | to Ist Jan- |1797, to 1st] to Ist Jan- |1798, to Is cember, | expire in 
1796. juary, 1797.) July 1797. juary, 1798. July, 1798. | 1798. ? 1798. 
Cavalry, - 3 15 1 8 17 164 32 - 240 
Artillery, - 16 19 16 52 282 260 76 10 731 
Infantry, - 27 224 235 288 229 | 833 359 62 2,257 
Total - 46 258 252 348 528 | 1,257 467 72 3, 228 
————————————— a ———_———— ——————=== 
Department oF War, December 12, 1795. 
TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


Report of the Secretary of War on the measures which have been pursued to obtain proper sites for Arsenals; which 
is respectfully submitted to the Senate of the United States: 


It having been determined to erect one arsenal on the Potomac, and another in South Carolina, the latter in a 
situation to and from which water transportation would be afforded, and the former in the vicinity of a number of 


iron works, the necessary orders were given in the year 1794 for exploring both countries. The agent, employed on 
the former, reported in the same yd in favor of a situation about twenty-five miles below the blue ridge, where a 
number of circumstances invited the establishment. In an undertaking, however, of such importance and perma- 

This was done last Spring. ‘The engineer em- 


nency, it was deemed expedient to make another examination. : 
ployed, pursuant to his instructions, reported the situation of various places, where it would be practicable to erect 


the necessary works and magazines, with their respective advantages and disadvantages; and at what prices the 

could probably be obtained. ‘These were all extremely high; and one far exceeded the whole appropriation for ali 
the arsenals proposed to be erected. For this reason another place, comprehending several lots of land, had the 
preference; and the requisite negotiations were begun for making the purchases. Before these were concluded, the 
attention of the Executive was called to another situation on the Potomac, possessing, with some difficulties to be 


encountered, apparently many important advantages. The engineer was again instructed to examine this place, 
The American gentleman, well acquainted with the country, and who assisted 


from whence he has lately returned. E 
him in this examination, was to have transmitted a survey of the place referred to, and of the adjacent waters on 
which the engineer’s report would be completed. The survey has not yet been received, and the determination of 
the Executive is consequently suspended. : ; : 
The engineer employed, for the like purpose, in South Carolina, made a report, which was received early in the 
last Summer. He had explored that part of the country to which his attention had been directed by the Executive. 
independent of its being in a more healthful situation, was deemed by him 
e former. However, he proposed to visit the seat of Government, per- 


He also examined another. The a, 
This visit was waited for, but not made; no decision has, consequently, 


to possess some other advantages over t 
sonally explain his ideas of the subject. 


been taken on his report. : i 
rices of lands and mill seats, (for the datter must be comprehended in the plan of an arsenal,) so far 
ected, and rose 


The 
nie those upon which the calculations were made, when the plan of erecting arsenals was Proje 

so rapidly soon after, it is now found that the whole appropriation, for the three or four arsenals which the Executive 
Hence, the principal object, 


was authorised by law to erect, would be inadequate for a single new establishment. ce, 
in the measures pursued during the last summer, was to ascertain and secure the most eligible site on the Poto- 


mac, where magazines could be erected, and certain military stores be collected and safely deposited; and where, 
afterwards, the works necessary, in the formation of all the implements of war, might be erected, as the requisite 


funds could be provided. , . : 
_ Ina country where such establishments are unknown, and where the actual state of things admits of a suspen= 
sion of some of them, consistently with the public safety, it would seem expedient to make an experiment with one 


15 m 
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in a central position. The obvious Dy wpm of commen recommend this caution; and the avoiding of defects 
i 


likely to appear in a first attempt, and the probability of solid improvements, which experience would suggest, in a 
second, wee gs enforce it. npn 

Springfield, in the State of Massachusetts, was at once fixed on as a proper situation for the arsenal to be esta- 
blished in the eastern division of the States. Magazines, for military stores, had been formerly erected at that place. 
Some additional buiidings have been made, and a number of workmen collected for the purpose of repairing and 


manufacturing small arms. ‘The former has been executed, and the latter commenced. 
Department or War, December 12, 1795. 
TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


Report of the Secretary of War on the measures which have been taken to replenish the magazines with military 
stores. 


In respect to some of the most essential articles, the stock on hand is respectable; and, as to others, the maga- 
zines are now not ill supplied. — ; ‘ 

A contract has been made for a large quantity of saltpetre; and probably it is now on its way from India. This 
important article may, however, be obtained in the Western parts of the United States. The fact is ascertained. 
Forty or fifty tons have been brought from those parts to Philadelphia for sale, and it is said that several hundred 
tons might be procured, in the same way, in the course of the next summer, if needed. 

To increase the stock of small arms, and to render serviceable those already in the public stores, two sets of 
armorers have been employed, to wit: at Springfield, Massachusetts, and at New London, in Virginia, in repairin 
arms, and preparing to manufacture the most essential parts of muskets; and some specimens have been produce 
which prove their capacity to equal, in that article, the manufacture of any country in the world. All the arms in 
the magazines in Philadelphia have been repaired, with some thousands at West Point, where the residue are now 
repairing. 

"ts addition to these sources of supply, besides two thousand rifles which have been purchased, contracts have 
been made, and are executing, for seven thousand muskets, to be manufactured in the United States. The present 
period may be deemed an unfavorable one to carry on such manufactures, on account of the high price of labor; 
nevertheless, it seemed important to secure the services of the manufacturers, when they might be of the highest 
necessity, by continuing to furnish them employment. Such muskets as are manufactured are after the model of 
the French arms, which compose, by far, the greatest part of those in our magazines. For this reason, and because 
they are preferable to those of any other nation known in the United States, it was apparently inexpedient to make 
an importation of arms from Europe; seeing a supply was not to be expected from France, and the situation of the 
United States not rendering the measure m pes immediate importation indispensable. 

The casting of cannon has not been attended, hitherto, with the expected success. The foundries which for- 
merly succeeded very well in the casting of small guns, were not well adapted to the casting of 24 and 32 pounders. 
A French gentleman, of some knowledge and experience in cannon foundries, has lately been employed to amend 
the process of casting, and to improve the machinery for boring; and there is room to hope that his projected 
improvements will be realized. Nevertheless, in an undertaking so important, and, at the same time, so expensive, 
it was desirable to obtain, if possible, a complete cannon founder; and, from the information received, it seemed 
probable that one might be procured from one of the first foundries in Europe. Measures, for that purpose, have 
accordingly been taken. 


All which is respectfully submitted to the Senate of the United States. 


TIMOTHY PICKERING. 
Department or War, December 12, 1795. 








4th ConGress. } No. 26. ; [ist Session. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, BY THE SECRETARY OF WAR, JANUARY 18, 1796. 


State of the Fortifications of the United States. 


War Orrice, January 16th, 1796. 


Porrianp, in the District of Maine.—The works consist of a fort, a citadel, a battery for ten pieces of can- 
non, an artillery store, a guard house, an air furnace for heating shot, and a covered way from the fort to the battery. 

The works are substantially executed, excepting the covered way; to complete this, the earth on the spot being 
of a bad quality, with the necessary supports of stones and sods, is estimated at four hundred dollars. Levellin 
the earth round the works, fencing the land pertaining to them, a pump for the well, painting the wood work, an 
rendering the whole perfectly complete, the estimate is four hundred and seventy-one dollars, in the whole eight 
hundred and seventy-one dollars. 


Portsmoutu, New Hampshire.—The works consist of a fort, a citadel, an artillery store, and a reverberato 
furnace. These are all completed, excepting a little carpenters’ work, suspended to let the wood season, and whic 
may cost about fifty dollars. But a small and unforeseen expense must be incurred, for a drain to carry the water 
from the magazine, and may cost one hundred dollars. 


Guoucester, (Cape 4nn.)—The works consist of a battery and a citadel. These are completed. But to en- 
close the fort, towards the town, the cost is estimated at one thousand four hundred dollars. This, however, may 
be postponed till circumstances require it to be done. 


Satem.—The works, consisting of a fort and citadel, have been erected. 
A gate remains to be made, and some repairs to the walls. 


Marsieneap.—A battery and a citadel have been erected. Any other works may be suspended until circum- 
stances shall change. 


_. Newrort, in Rhode Island.—For the defence of this harbor there have been erected, on Goat Island, a fort, a 
citadel, and an air furnace. The excellency and importance of this harbor, in time of war, recommend a further 
expenditure, to render the defence complete. To finish the fort, erect an artillery store, and make a covered way 
round it, as in a regular fortification, the expense is estimated at about six thousand dollars. 
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There have also been erected a citadel on Tammany Hill, back of the town of Newport, for the protection of 
its inhabitants, and a battery and guard house, at Howland’s Ferry, at the northern end of the island, to keep open 
a communication with the main, in case of an invasion. But, to secure effectually this communication, a citadel 
should be erected on Butts’ Hill, that position commanding Howland’s Ferry and Bristol Ferry. The cost of it is 
estimated at eighteen hundred dollars. ; 


New Lonpon.—The works consist of a fort and citadel, on the Groton side of the harbor, and of a fort, a cita- 
del, and an air furnace, on the New London side. They remain incomplete. Under present circumstances, a 
small expenditure may be proper, merely to preserve what has been done. 


New Yorx.—Governor’s Island has been fortified with a fort made of earth, and two batteries under its protec- 


tion, partly lined with brick masonry, two air furnaces, a large powder magazine, and a barrack for the garrison; 
the whole completed. 


PuitapeLpuia.—A large pier, as the foundation for a battery, on a sand bar, opposite Mud Island, to make a 
cross fire, has been completed. A fort, on Mud Island, is about half done, and a citadel has been erected to com- 


plete the fort, and on a plan much more circumscribed than was at first projected. ‘The expense is estimated at fif- 
teen thousand dollars. 


Wimineton, in the Delaware State.—Nothing has been done. The project of erecting a fort there has been 
abandoned as useless. 


_Batrmore.—A battery and barracks have been constructed, and some guns are mounted. 


ANNAPOLIS.—Some progress had been made in the construction of a fort and battery, and a barrack has been 
erected. But an examination of the works by an engineer, other than the one first employed, produced an unfa- 
vorable report of the plan of the works; and, under actual circumstances, induced a relinquishment of them. 

A similar report as to the plan and situation of the work at 


ALExANDRIA, induced a like relinquishment. 


Norrotk.—Two forts, intended to cross their fire, are erected on the opposite sides of the harbor. .'The one on 
the Norfolk side, with barracks and a powder magazine, is completed. The other, Fort Nelson, on the Portsmouth 
side, is very far advanced, and a powder magazine has been erected. ‘The principal work remaining to be done is 
the opening of seven embrasures, ——— one ditch of three hundred and sixty feet long, cutting another eleven 
hundred feet long, completing the glacis, and removing the earth from within side of the fort, where it is two feet 


=< an half too high. The expense of doing this, and completing the fortification, may be estimated at five thousand 
dollars. 


Ocracoke, in North Carolina.—The defence proposed was, to erect a fort on Beacon Island. The foundation 
was laid in 1794- The situation is so far venereal (about ninety miles) from any inhabitants, and so exposes any 
works to injuries from storms, that nothing but an impending or actual war would seem to authorize the construc- 
tion of a fort there, and furnishing it with a proper garrison. 


Wumincton, in North Carolina.—The battery, on the whole front of the fort, has been completed, and a bar- 
rack and powder magazine have been erected. 


GrorceTtown, South Carolina.—A battery was begun, and materials collected, when the work was suspended, 
the owner of the land previously desiring to ascertain the terms on which it was to be occupied, for the fortification 
and for the road of communication with it. The unhealthiness of the situation and other circumstances authorize 
an abandonment of the work until war, actual or impending, shall require it to be resumed. 


Cuar.eston, South Carolina.—The work planned for Sullivan’s Island, of which the foundation only was laid, 
in 1794, being on a scale supposed too extensive for the funds destined to this service, was directed to be left as it 
was. For the same reason, a new work, pronosed by the engineer, on a point on the opposite side of the harbor 
from Fort Johnston, was not attempted. A battery has been erected in the town, by the mechanics. 

There remained only Fort Johnston, on which directions were given to make such repairs as would preserve the 
works already constructed, and render them serviceable. The engineer omitted the werk. 

The officer in command at the fort has undertaken to make the necessary repairs of the works and barracks, 
and his intelligence and experience leave no room to doubt but these will be done. 


SavannaH, in Georgia.—The work consists of a battery, at present destined only for six guns, made of timber 
filled with earth, and enclosed behind with pickets, with a guard house for the garrison, which were in train to be 
completed early the last autuinn. 


Sr. Mary’s, in Georgia.—The work consists of a battery made of timbers filled with earth, and enclosed with 
pickets. By the personal report of the superintendent it must have been completed. 


GeneraL Remarx.—The few ports of the highest importance to the commerce of the United States, in situations 
to demand, for their security, fortifications of such kind and extent as cannot suddenly be erected, prudence may 
require to have fortified, in time of peace, and with durable materials. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, 

To the Preswent of the Senate of the United States. 











112 MILITARY AFFAIRS. (1796. 





4th Conearess. ] No. 27. [ist Sesston. 





ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 25, 1796. 


Mr. Baupw1n, from the committee appointed to na whether any, and what, alterations ought to be made in the 
present military establishment of the United States, made the following report: 


That, in their opinion, the events which have changed, and may be expected still further to change, the relative 
situations of our frontiers, render a review of the military establishment at this time expedient. It is the opinion of the 
committee, that the force to be provided for the defensive protection of the frontiers, need not be so great as what 
had been contemplated for carrying on the war against the different tribes of hostile Indians, and which is the 
basis of the present military establishment. i 

By the last act on this subject, of March 3d, 1795, the military force of the United States is to be composed of the 
corps of artillerists and engineers, to consist of 992 non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians; and of a 
legion to consist of 4,800 non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians. Of these there will be still, in actual 
service, on the first of July next three thousand and four, which the committee suppose will be sufficient to be con- 
tinued as the present military establishment; they therefore recommend the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That these ought to consist of the — of artillerists and engineers, as established by the act of the 9th 
of May, 1794, and of four regiments of infantry, of eight companies each. 

Resolved, That there be one Brigadier General, five Lieutenant Colonel Commandants, eleven Majors, one Brigade 
rhe orem and company officers, according to the rules and regulations for the discipline of the troops of the 

n 


ited States. 


Colonel Pickering presents his respects to Mr. Baldwin, with the extract of a letter from Governor Blount, ex- 
pressing an opinion connected with some ideas Colonel P. has suggested relative to the military establishment. 


February 4, 1796. 


Extract of a letter from Governor William Blount to the Secretary of War, dated 
* Knoxvit_eE, November 2d, 1795. 


** Peace now actually exists between the United States and the Indian tribes, and, in my opinion, may be pre- 
served by the establishment of strong military posts of regular troops upon the frontiers, at proper places, with 
cavalry of the same description, to patrol between them. 

** | do not recommend posts for the preservation of peace, from any inclination that I at present discover or sus- 
pect in either party to disturb it; but peace between frontier people and Indians, when left unrestrained by the hand 
of Government, rests upon so many events, trivial in themselves, that, in my judgment, Government will consult its 
true interest in taking immediate measures to guard against such as may happen.” 


A true abstract from the original, remaining in the War Office. 
N. JONES, Clerk. 


Objects of the Military Establishment of the United States. 


ist. To occupy the posts already established on the line between the United States and Canada, from Lake 
Cones to Michillimackinack. ‘To appear respectable in the eyes of our British neighbors, the force with which 
we take possession of the posts should not be materially less than that with which they now occupy them. This 
measure is also important in relation to the Indians, on whom first impressions may have very beneficial effects. 

2d. To occupy the posts established, and to be established, agreeably to the treaty lately concluded with the 
Indians, northwest of the Ohio; including also those from Pittsburg to Presque Isle. 

3d. The treaty concluded with Spain, must, doubtless, give us the posts they now occupy at the Chickasaw 
bluff and the Natchez, which we must garrison. They will be proper stations for opening the trade with the Chicka- 
saws and Choctaws, and very convenient stations to our citizens navigating the Mississippi. 

4. To preserve peace between the southern Indians and the frontier citizens, from the Cumberland to St. Mary’s, 
by restraining the latter from aggressions, particularly by settling on Indian lands. 

5th. To accomplish the same object, northwest of the Ohio; with the addition of preserving the Indian territory, 
and the proper lands of the United States, from intrusions, and to remove the actual intruders; for they have already 
manifested their rapacity in seizing and possessing the public lands. 

6th. To — the most important fortifications on the sea coast. The smaller ones in time of peace may be 
taken care of, each by an individual, such as an invalid, or other poor citizen, at a very small expense. 


plying the military force to these objects, I have thrown the posts to be occupied into divisions, in each of 

which there will be a amy station for the ordinary residence of the commandant of the division. One battalion 
will occupy one of these divisions, and a sub-legion three of them. The lieutenant colonel will take a station the 
most convenient for superintending his sub-legion. A general officer will find abundant employment in visiting and 
regulating all the posts. ng " 

Hence it will seem that I am of opinion, that the present form of our military establishment should be preserved, for 

ist. A military force, not much short of that which now exists, must always be kept up, even in time of peace, 
in order to preserve peace with the Indians, and to protect theirs, and the public lands. 

2d. Though detached so far from Europe, yet having for our neighbors the subjects of two European powers, and 
our extended and extending commerce —s all the maritime powers of Europe in some sense our neighbors, we 
cannot expect for ever to escape from war with some of them. In this expectation, will it not be highly important to 
maintain a military arrangement which shall be a model, and furnish instructors, for all the additional corps, which a 
war shall compel us to form? 
the military posts we must occupy, on our vast frontiers, will be numerous, though the 


3d. Beyond question, the } , ; 
garrison will be small. But if such remote stations are established with an entire independence of each other, and 
without superior commanding officers to inspect and regulate them, every species of negligence and abuse may be 


expected to be indulged, and practised, in many of them, thus defeating the objects of their establishment. And as 
such visits will poqeendy be requisite, the higher officers, in their respective divisions, will be the proper inspec- 
tors. A just subordination being thus maintained, the commandants of posts will regularly be responsible, and re- 
port the condition of their commands to their immediate ~ ey respectively; these to their respective superior 
inspecting officers; and the latter to the commanding general, who will in one view present the state of the military 


forces entire, and of the posts they occupy, to the supreme Executive of the United States. 


In ap 
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It is very true, that the number of troops, now on foot, might be commanded by fewer officers; all the infantry 

and riflemen being only about equal to the sub-legions. If, then, the other two sub-legions were reduced, it would 

uce a saving for pay, subsistence, and forage for the officers, of about twenty thousand dollars a year. This, 
oubtless, merits attention; but, in the present moment, the reduction would seem to me inexpedient— 

Ist. ause the pacific arrangements entered into with Great Britain, and those believed to be formed with 
Spain, remain to be carried into effect. __ a 

2d. Because we do not yet know what will be the issue of fresh hostilities with the Creeks; they may bring on a gen- 
eral war with that nation, and alone demand a military force equal to our whole establishment. 

For these reasons, I would submit to the committee, whether it is not prudent to suspend any decision on the 
military establishment to a later period in the season? Probably in a month or two, every fact that has relation to 
the two neighboring powers, and to the Creeks, will be ascertained in such a manner as to leave no further room fer 
hesitation in reg to the extent of our military establishment. By inspecting the return, in the hands of the com- 
mittee, they will perceive that the troops will be reducing, by the mere expiration of their enlistment, quite as fast 
as it will be prudent to discharge them. . 

If the committee shall think proper to suspend their report, they will have the advantage of the information that 
may be derived from General Wayne, (whose arrival is daily expected, ) particularly in regard to the posts which it 
will be expedient to occupy. g : . 

The corps of artillerists and engineers appears to be an important establishment. To become skilful in either 
branch of their profession, will require long attention, study, and practice; and because they can now acquire the 
knowledge of these arts advantageously only from the foreign officers, who have been appointed with a special re- 

it will be important to keep the corps together for the present, as far as the necessary actual 


ference to this 4, vill | ; : 
service will permit. Its principal station may then become a school for the pu mentioned. To render this 
school more complete, ——— is wanting for a geographical engineer and ine aden, Such a one may now be 
s 


retained for the establishment of a captain. 


February 3, 1796. 
The Committee on the Military Establishment. 


TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


MILITARY STATIONS. 





Infantry. Riflemen. Artillery. Cavalry. 





(Lake Champlain, 5 
Oswego, 

Niagara Fort, 

The Landing at the com- 


mencement of the port- 1 Company. 


1 Battalion, - - 


mn 


Niagara, - fa - < 


age, , 
Fort Schlosser, at its end, 
. Buffalo creek, J 





Presque Isle, 1 
Le Beeuf, 
Franklin, 
Pittsburg, 
Fort McIntosh, 
Muskingum, 
Gallipolis, 


Pittsburg, - - 1 Battalion. 








Hamilton 
St. Clair,” | 1 Troop. 


L Steuben, 


1 Battalion, . n 


f Fort Washington, 
1 Battalion, 


Fort Washington, - 











(Fort Jefferson, 
J —o 

‘ 7 rend 
Greenville. - ~ |} Loramie’s Store, 
Fort Adams, 
Head of Au-Glaize, 


1 Battalion, 1 Company. 





(Fort Wayne, 
Fort Wayne, - P y Defiance, 
L Sandusky, 


1 Battalion, 1 Company, | 1 Company. 








Detroit, : 
Michillimackinack, 
Chicago, 
Old Rorias, 
Mouth of Illinois, 


(Head of Wabash, 


1 Battalion, | 2 Companies,} 1 Company. 


Detroit, - - - 








Georgia, - - : 


South Western Territory, 





J Quiatanon, 


Post Vincennes, 
Chickasaw Bluff, 
(Natchez, 


§ Oconee, 
St. Mary’s, 


Knoxville District, : 
Nashville do. 





1 Battalion, 


1 Battalion, 


1 Battalion, 


1 Battalion, 


1 Company. 


1 Company, 


2 Troops. 


1 Troop. 








8 Battalions, 





4 Battalions, 





5 Companies, 





4 Troops. 
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War Orrice, March 14, 1796. 


Sir: on : 
I have the honor to submit to the committee on the military establishment, the thoughts that have occurred to 
me on the questions respecting which they seemed to desire my opinion. ; 
I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


JAMES M’HENRY. 


Apo. Batpwin, Esq. 


Thoughts of the Secretary of War on the following questions, viz.: 


First. Ought the military force of the United States to be diminished? 
Second. Can any saving be made in the y ayers eed department? ’ . 
Third. Ought a provision to be made for the appointment of a Judge Advocate to the establishment? 


First. Ought the military force of the United States to be diminished? 

The necessity for any military establishment seems to rest principally upon the following considerations, by 
which this question may be tested: Ist. As a military establishment secures from, or enables the United States to 
repel, insult and invasion, and maintain her dignity. 2d. As it counteracts the influence of the force kept up by 
Great Britain and Spain, over our northern and western boundaries, as the same applies to excite or keep alive 
Indian hostilities. 3d. As it preserves a model and school for an army, and experienced officers to form it, in case 
of war.. 4th. From the sense of the inadequacy of a militia to answer those several purposes, without the aid of a 
regular force. 

“Declining a more detailed view of these general considerations, it will be taken for granted, that one or all of 
them render a certain military establishment essential to the interests and peace of the Union. The only point then 
that remains to be settled, is the quantum of force necessary to be kept up, se as to avoid useless expense, and at 
the same time secure the objects it contemplates. Az ; 

To determine upon this force, or, rather, to enable one to make up an opinion respecting it, referetice must be 
had to the force likely to be kept up by Great Britain and Spain, near to our boundaries. The force which they 
have at present in dene quarters, may be stated in gross, and without aiming at precision, to be greater than the 
present effective force of the United States; while several reasons concur to induce a belief, that neither of these 
nations will contract it on evacuating the posts which they occupy within our limits. To mention some of them: 


Ist. Great Britain may wish, at least, not to hazard the loss of the influence she may possess over the northern 
Indians. She may therefore think, that to lessen her force in Canada, on the event of the delivery of the posts, 
(however desirous she might be to transfer it to the West Indies, ) would be to incur its loss. 


2d. Great Britain may also deem it indispensable to occupy other posts as near as may be to those to be evacu- 
ated, with a view to the preservation of this influence and security of the colony. 


3d. Spain, like Great Britain, having posts to deliver to the United States, may, with similar views, follow the 
same course as Great Britain. She may also feel yet stronger motives for keeping up her present force, or even for 
increasing it, resulting from an apprehension that the treaty, lately negotiated with the United States, may approxi- 
mate our citizens too near to her possessions. 


4th. When we advert to the importance which Great Britain may give to Canada, as it respects her West India 
islands, as it forms a link in the great chain of her dependencies, and as it may weigh in her general system of 
— it is further to be presumed, that she will, at all times, endeavor to maintain force there, equivalent, at 
east, to the present. 

These considerations alone strongly indicate the necessity of a military force, competent to counteract that 
maintained by Great Britain and Spain, as to all those internal objects to which it may be applied. For such con- 
siderations, therefore, and the reasons assigned by the late Secretary of War, in his communication of the third of 
February, ultimo, it is thought that it will not be advisable to reduce the establishment of the United States below 
its present effective force. But, inasmuch as things have not yet taken their settled form, and as that form can onl 
be guessed at, no absolute arrangement can be predicted in the premises. Perhaps, all circumstances considered, it 
would be the safest course of proceeding to leave the establishment as it stands for the present, with a discretion in the 
President to reduce the battalions to the effective number of privates. 


2d. Can any saving be made in the Quartermaster’s department? 

If the western posts are to be taken possession of, the expense for transporting the troops, stores, artillery, and 
provisions, at the season in which they must be moved, will be very considerable. The expenses of furnishing the 
different posts, with provisions and other supplies, will be greater this year, than the last, on account of the rise in 
flour, &c. to which may be added, the difference in expense between a land and water transport, should it be found 
impracticable to contract in time to make use of the latter. The water transport, for example, from Pittsburg to 
the Miami of the lake, generally fails about the middle of May, and cannot, communibus annis, be used again till 
October. On the whole, no correct estimate can be formed, at this moment, on this subject. 

3d. Ought a provision to be made for the appointment of a Judge Advocate to the establishment? 

Considering what may be the distance, between the several posts, on a final arrangement, how inconvenient it 
must be fora Judge Advocate to travel, from one to another, as cases occur to require his presence, and the hardships 
that individuals must experience, by having their trial delayed till he could attend: it is, therefore, thought best not 
to decide the question till it can be further examined, or the necessity for such provision becomes more apparent. 


: JAMES McHENRY, Secretary of War. 
The Committee on the Military Establishment. 


Extract from the general order of 16th July, 1794. 


‘* Lieutenant Campbell Smith, of the 4th sub-legion, is appointed Judge Marshal and Advocate General, to the 
jegion of the United States, and is to be considered and respected accordingly.” 


JOHN MILLS, Adjutant General. 
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Niagara, and its immediate dependencies, - - - 28 rank and file, 5 companies, 
Presque Isle, : = - - - - 56 do.. 1 company, 
Two posts on Allegheny river, - ° - - 56 do. 
Detroit, - - - - - - . 112 do. 
Michillimackinack, - - ° - - 56 do. 
On Lake Michigan, - - - - 56 do. 
Fort Defiance, - - - - - 56 do. 

Wayne, - : - - - - 56 do. 

Adams, - - - + . - 56 do. 

Recovery, - - - - - - 56 do. 

Miami, - - - - - - 56 do. 
Head of the Wabash, - - - - - 56 do. 
Fort en. . : - - - - 56 do. 
Mouth of the Illinois, - - . - 56 do. 
On the Mississippi, ot - - - - 56 do. 
Territory South of the Ohio, - - - - 168 do. 
Frontiers of Georgia, : - - - - 168 do. 
In the fortifications on the sea coast, - - - 224 do. 


At other less important posts, in different places, 224 do. 


There will then remain, 384 rank and file, to be disposed of according to this system, allowing the regiment of 
artillery to consist of 1,000 rank and file, which, perhaps, is not the fact. 


March 29, 1796. 





4th ConerEss. } No. 28. [ist Session. 


FORTIFICATIONS, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 9, 1796. 


Mr. Wi11am Lyman, from the committee appointed to take into consideration the state of the fortifications of our 
harbors ; the measures which have been pursued for obtaining poe sites for arsenals, and for replenishing our 
magazines with military stores; and to report whether any, and what, further measures are necessary respecting 
the same, made the following report: 


That it appees from the report of the Secretary of War, referred to the committee, that measures are now 
yooeeng Sy t 2 


e executive for obtaining proper sites for arsenals, and for replenishing our magazines with military 
stores ; but that the result thereof is not ascertained ; the progress, however, is such as to warrant a belief, that the 
complete accomplishment of those objects will soon be effected. It is, therefc 


} ym pli of ) ( [t is ore, the opinion of the committee, that 
no further legislative provision, relative thereto, is necessary at this time. 


From the view of the present state of the fortifications of our harbors, exhibited in the report of the Secretary 
of War, the committee are induced to believe, that some further expenditures will be expedient to perfect and 
secure the works already constructed ; otherwise, in some instances, they might be useless, and in many, would 
probably be exposed to very sudden decay and destruction; nevertheless, it does not appear to the committee to be 
necessary to extend the provisions for this object, any further, at the present time, as by a letter and statement from 
the secretary, to the committee, which accompany this report, there appears to be a very considerable sum of the 
former appropriations now unexpended. 

These conclusions of the committee are formed without reference to the fortifications in the harbor of New 
York. At that place, the works have been laid out upon a plan very extensive, constructed with durable materials, 
and principally under the direction of the Government, and at the expense of that State. Although it does not appear 
to have been contemplated by the United States to fortify any harbor so extensively, and in a manner so expensive, 
it may, notwithstanding, be deserving their attention to consider how far the undertaking is entitled to their encour- 
agement and meeert. The committee, therefore, beg leave to submit the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the sum of ———-—— dollars be appropriated and paid out of any moneys in the treasury of 
the United States, - otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of completing and securing the fortifications in the 
rbor of New-York. 


Puitapepuia, Feb. 17, 1796. 
Sir: 


_ _ Ihave the honor to enclose a statement.of the sums gr or are for fortifying the harbors of the United States, 
of the sums expended at the respective places, and of the balance on hand. But there are some claims of the 
agents, for moneys advanced, which must be reimbursed : they may, perhaps, amount to six or eight thousand dollars. 

In the course of the year 1795, the State of Pennsylvania ceded to the United States the island in the river 
Delaware, called Mud Island, where the fortifications are begun. The State, at the same time, ceded certain pieces 


of land at Presque Isle, for the purpose of being fortified, and for the accommodation of public vessels that might be 
used on Lake Erie: And 


A few acres of land, where the fortifications have been begun, for the defence of Baltimore, have been purchased. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


TIMOTHY PICKERING. 
Witriam Lyman, Esq. 
Chairman of the Committee on Fortifications. 


Sums expended in fortifying the harbors of the United States, in 1794 and 1795. 


_ APPROPRIATIONS. 
March 21.—Act of Congress, - - - - 76,000 dollars. 
June 9. Do. - - ° - 30,000 
1795 
March 3. _. Do. - - - - 50,000 
June repaid by E. Stevens, agent for New-York, - - 111 63 


$156,111 63 











MILITARY AFFAIRS. 








ExPENDED. Dolls. Cts. 

Portland, - - - - - 3,899 28 
Portsmouth, - - - - - 2,877 34 
Gloucester, - - - - - 3,273 84 

Salem, - - - - - 2,773 84 
Marblehead, - - - - - 2,513 84 

Newport, - - - - - 9,500 00 

New London, - - - - - 5,288 21 

New York, - - - - - 17,522 36 
Philadelphia, - - - - 25,888 30 
Baltimore, - - - - 12,416 67 
Annapolis, - - - - 2,997 75 
Alexandria, - . - - 2,900 00 

—, m - - - - 10,797 52 

racock Inlet, - - - - 

Cape Fear River, - - - - 5873 76 
Georgetown, S.C. - - - 1,000 00 
Charleston, — - - - - - 18,000 00 

Savannah, - - - - - 3,537 52 

St. Mary’s,  - . . - - 1,173 8 

132,234 7 
17th February, 1796. Balance, - Dollars, 23,877 56 
4th Concress. } No. 29. [2d Session. 





FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 10, 1797. 


Mr. Wittiam Lymay, from the committee appointed to inquire into the [actual state of the fortifications of the ports 
and harbors of the United States, and whether any, and what, furtherprovision is necessary to be made on that 
subject, made the following report: 


That the report from the Department of War to Congress, the twentieth day of oye one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, will enable the House to form an opinion of the number and state of the forts and harbors 
at the period to which it refers. 

The alterations in those forts, that have taken place since that period, consist chiefly in ‘depredations made by 
time on such of them as have not been garrisoned, and in such —_— and additions as could be made by the garri- 
sons where troops have been stationed, or that were wanting to their accommodation. 

In the former description are comprehended, the works at Portland, in the district of Maine; Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire; Gloucester, Salem, and Marblehead, Massachusetts; Newport, Rhode Island; New London, Connec- 
ticut; and Savannah and Point Petre, in Georgia. 

In the latter description are comprised, the defences at Governor’s Island, New York; Mud Island, Philadel- 
ae ee Point, Baltimore; Norfolk, Virginia; Wilmington, North Carolina; and Fort Johnston, Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

The forts which have been without troops, must be presumed to have suffered considerable injury by time alone, 
and_ will require, if the circumstances of the military establishment and frontiers should not admit of their being 
garrisoned, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, about three thousand five hundred dollars annually, to pay per- 
— to live in and superintend them, and for certain repairs necessary to prevent them from becoming perfectly 
useless. 

The forts that are garrisoned have been kept in repair, so far as the force stationed in them permitted; but it will 
require an additional grant of money to finish some necessary buildings, and complete certain works, indispensable 
to their defence and preservation. 

The committee find, that, by an estimate from the Department of War, accompanying this report, it a epee 
that the further sum of twenty-three thousand three hundred and ninety-four dollars and fifty-five cents, in oft ition 
to former appropriations, is necessary to be provided for the purposes aforesaid. 

The committee further report, that they have received, from the board of commissioners, and the engineer for 
fortifying the port and harbor of New York, sundry statements relative to the defence of that place, which they beg 
leave to lay before the House. 

No. 1. is a description of the fortifications erected on Governor’s, Bedloe’s, and Oyster Islands; what further 
is necessary to the completion thereof; with an estimate of the probable expense. ; 

No. 2. A summary statement of the probable expenditures necessary for the construction of fortifications for the 
deience of New York. 

No. 3. contains an explanation of, with observations upon, the severai proposed plans for the complete defence 


of New York. 


‘ - oTe.—Papers, Nos. 1, 2. and 3, were returned to the Secretary of War, May 31, 1797, and are not now te be 
ound. 
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OBJECTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT OF tt STATES TO AN ACT TO REORGANIZE 
A . 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 28, 1797. 


Unrrep States, February 28, 1797. 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


Having maturely considered the bill to alter and amend an act, entitled “ An act to ascertain and fix the 
military establishment of the United States,” which was presented to me on the twenty-second day of this month, I 
now return it to the House of Representatives, in which it originated, with oy objections. . 

First. If the bill passes into a law, the two companies of light dragoons will be, from that moment, legally out of 
service, though they will afterwards continue actually in service; and for their services, during this interval, namely, 
from the time of legal to the time of actual discharge, it will not be lawful to pay them, unless some future provision 
be made by law. ‘Though they may be discharged at the pleasure of Congress, in justice they ought to receive their 
pay, not only to the time of passing the law, but, at least, to the time of their actual discharge. : 

Secondly. It will be inconvenient and injurious to the public to dismiss the light dragoons, as soon as notice of 
the law can be conveyed to them, one of the companies having been lately destined toa necessary and important service. 

Thirdly. The companies of light dragoons consist of one hundred and twenty-six non-commissioned officers and 
privates, who are bound to serve as dismounted dragoons when ordered so to do. They have received, in boun- 
ties, about two thousand dollars: one of them is completely equipped, and above half of the non-commissioned 
officers and privates have yet to serve more than one third of the time of their enlistment; and besides, there will, 
in the course of the tell, a considerable deficiency in the complement of infantry intended to be continued. 
Under these circumstances, to discharge the dragoons does not seem to comport with economy. 

Fourthly. It is generally agreed that some cavalry, either militia or regular, will be necessary; and, according 
to the best information I have been able to obtain, it is my opinion that the latter will be less expensive and more 
useful than the former, in preserving peace between the frontier settlers and the Indians; and, therefore, a part of 
the military establishment should consist of cavalry. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 


** An act to alter and amend an act, entitled ** An act & ascertain and fix the military establishment of the United 
tates. 


‘“* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled: That the third section of the act passed the thirtieth of May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, en- 
titled ** An act to ascertain and fix the military establishment of the United States,” git with all other parts 
thereof, which relate to provision made for the Major General and his staff, be repealed; and that all such parts 
of the said act which relate to the light dragoons, together with so much of the twenty-third section of the said act 
as may be construed to affect the Brigadier, ane the whole of the eleventh section of the said act be, and are hereby, 
repealed. 

Pe And be it further enacted: That there shall be one Brigadier General, who er choose his Brigade Major 
and inspector, from the captains and subalterns in the line, (to each of whom there shall be allowed the monthly pay 
of twenty-five dollars, in addition to his pay in the line, and two rations extraordinary per day; and whenever forage 
shall not be furnished by the public, to ten dollars per month, in lieu thereof.) That there shall be one Brigade Quar- 
termaster, one Brigade Paymaster, and one Judge Advocate, who shall be taken from the commissioned officers of the 
line, and each of whom shall be entitled to receive two rations extra per day, and twenty-five dollars per month, in 
on a pay in the line; and whenever forage shall not be furnished by the public, to ten dollars per month, 
in lieu thereof. 

** And be it further enacted: That, from and after the thirtieth day of June next, the monthly pay of the Lieu- 
tenants shall be thirty dollars, and that of the Ensign twenty -five dollars; that to the Brigadier, while Commander-in- 
Chief, and to each officer, while commanding a separate post, there shall be allowed twice the number of rations to 
which they would otherwise be entitled. 

** And be it further enacted: That the Majors be entitled to receive four rations per day for their subsistence. 

** And be it further enacted: That to each commissioned officer who may have been deranged under the act, ** to 
ascertain and fix the military establishment of the United States,” or who may be deranged under the present act, 
there shall be paid one hundred dollars. 

JONATHAN DAYTON, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
WILLIAM BINGHAM, 


President of the Senate. pro tempore.” 


‘ 





oth Concress. ] No. 31. 


[ist Session. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JUNE 10, 1797. 


Mr. Livineston, from the committee appointed to bring in a bill for making further provision for the fortification 


of the ports and harbors of the United States, made the following report: 

That no material alterations have taken place since the last session, in the state of the fortifications on the sea 
coast of the United States, as appears from a letter addressed to the committee of the Senate, on this subject, by 
the Secretary of War, a copy whereof is hereunto annexed, and that, from verbal information received from the 
said officer, it appears that only three thousand dollars, or thereabouts, of the sum appropriated in the last session, 
has been expended, leaving a balance of about twenty-one thousand dollars unexpended. 

And your committee further report: That, from an estimate, hereunto also annexed, made by the Secretary of 


War, it appears that an additional appropriation will be requisite for completing the fortifications therein enume- 
rated, of two hundred thousand dollars. . 
16 
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War Orrice, 3d June, 1797. 


Sir: 

_ The committee of the Senate will find, in the annexed copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to a com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives, and in the report it refers to, the state of the fortifications which have been 
erected on the seaboard, subsequent to the act of Congress of the 29th of March, 1794. Since the date of that let- 
ter, those forts have undergone very few repairs or alterations, that have not been made by their garrisons, except 
some at Fort Johnston, South Carolina, and to prevent the works there from being rendered useless by the en- 
croachments of the sea. 

You will also find, in the report of my predecessor, that above forty-six thousand dollars were thought requisite 
to complete certain of the defences mentioned in his report. 

Will an appropriation be necessary at this juncture, and what particular ports stand most in need of immediate 
attention? It will, perhaps, be best to answer to these questions generally, as preserving to the Department of 
War more og to accommodate the disposal of an appropriation, according to exigencies and circumstances. 
As to the first, | conceive that about two hundred thousand dollars should be granted for the sea board fortifica- 
tions. As to the second, the ports from New York to St. Mary’s, (Georgia,) are those which stand in most need 
of immediate attention, more especially, in certain points of view, those on the southerly part of the line. 

It is, however, to be observed, that the mere augmentation, or improving the forts in that quarter, will be of lit- 
tle utility, without the existence of regular troops to garrison them, hese two objects, therefore, ought to be con- 
sidered as inseparably united. 

Upon the whole, I do not consider any other provision or the subject of our maritime fortifications, necessary at 


this time, than an appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars. 


have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES McHENRY. 


Ricwarp Srocxron, Esq. Chairman of the Committee. 


War Orrice, 6th June, 1797. 


Memorandum for the Committee of the House of Repr entatives, on Fortifications, §c. 


Among the harbors, &c. which it may become proper to secure, by mproving or adding to existing fortifications, 
| be eevee ey we viz: New York, Philadelphia, Norfol. Ocracock, (North Carolina,) Charleston 


and Georgetown, (South Carolina,) and Savannah, and St. Mary’s (Ge rgia. ) 


New York. To complete the works on Governor’s Island, Bedloe’s I: and, and Oyster Island, say - $90,000 
Philadelphia. 'To complete a pier and battery, on a sand bar, opposit: Mud Island, the works on 
. . ° - 40,000 


Mud Island, and some auxiliary works, - 
Virginia. ‘fo improve and complete the works at Norfolk, : - - - 10,000 
10,000 


North Carolina. To erect works at Ocracock, - - - - 

South Carolina. To complete and erect works on James’s Island, Shooter’s Point, Sullivan’s Isl- 
and, and Georgetown, — - - - - - - - 40,000 

Georgia. ‘To complete, &c. the works at Savannah and St. Mary’s, - - - 10,000 


$200,000 


The unconsumed part of the appropriation for 1796, for fortifications, to be applied to repair and 
complete the fortresses to the eastward of New York, say - - ‘ a 


The committee will be pleased, to observe, that it is not meant, by the above enumeration, to exclude harbors 
not mentioned therein, from the benefit of the appropriation, or that the Secretary should be bound to make the ex- 


nditure according to the specifications. 
“ ° ms JAMES McHENRY. 





Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War, to William Lyman, Esq. dated 


War Orricr, January 10, 1797. 
Sir: 
The report from the Department of War, to Congress, dated the 20th day of January, 1796, will enable the 
committee to form an opinion of the number and state of the forts and harbors, at the period to which it refers. 

The alterations in those forts, that have taken peace since that period, consist, chiefly, in depredations made by 
time, on such of them as have not been garrisoned; and in such repairs, and additions, as could be made by the gar- 
risons where troops have been stationed, or that were wanting to their accommodation. In the former description 
are comprehended, the works at Portland, in the District of Maine; Portsmouth, in New Hampshire; Gloucester, 
Cape Ann, Salem, Marblehead, Massachusetts; Newport, Rhode Island; New London, Connecticut; and Savan- 
nah, and Point Petre, Georgia. 

In the latter description are comprised, the defences at Governor’s Island, New York; Mud Island, Philadel- 
phia; Whetstone Point, Baltimore; Norfolk, Virginia; Wilmington, North Carolina; and Fort Johnston, Charles- 
ton, South Carolina. ‘ ; . 

The forts which have been without troops, must be presumed to have suffered considerable injury from time 
alone, and will require, if the circumstances of the military establishment and frontiers should not admit of their 
being garrisoned, about three thousand five hundred dollars, annually, to pay persons to live in it, and superintend 
them, and for certain repairs necessary to prevent them from being perfectly useless. ; , 

The forts that are garrisoned have been kept in repairs, so far as the force stationed in them permitted; but it 
will require an additional grant of money to finish some necessary buildings, and complete certain works, indispen- 
sable to their defence and preservation. ; . . 

I have subjoined an estimate of the expense which may probably be required for the before recited purposes, dur- 
ing the present year, and the balance, stated by the treasurer to be unexpended, of former appropriations. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES McHENRY. 


An estimate of the sums necessary, on account of the Fortifications of the ports and harbors of the United States, 
Sor the year 1797. 


Superintendents, and certain repairs to the forts at Portland, Portsmouth, New Hampshire; Gloucester, Ca 
Ann, Salem, Marblehead, Massachusetts; Newport, Rhode Island; New London, Connecticut; and pay 
b] 


and Point Petre, Georgia; in case of being without garrisons, - - _ ; - 
Repairs, or additions, to the forts at Taverner’s sland, New York; Mud Island, near _Philadel- 
phia; 


hetstone Point, Baltimore; Norfolk, Virginia; Wilmington, North Carolina; and Fort John- nian 
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1798. ] 
Four temporary engineers, - - - - “ - 3,832 00 
iM $31,832 00 
Balance unexpended of appropriations for 1794 and 1795, - - - . 8,437 45 
To be provided for, for the year 1797, - : - ° . - $23,394 55 
War Orrice, January 10, 1797. 
5th Concress. ] No. 32. [2d Session. 








FORTIFICATIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 8, 1798. 


Mr. Srwatt, from the committee to whom was referred that part of the President’s speech, which relates to the pro- 
tection of commerce, and the defence of the country, further reported in part: 


\ § dangers which threaten the peace and security of the United States, and to 
which their extensive sea coast, and their domestic as well as foreign commerce, are alarmingly exposed, the neces- 
sary provisions of a maritime defence ought to receive the earnest and immediate attention of | Congress; and espe- 
cially recommend a concurrence, without delay, in the resolutions now before the House of Representatives, re- 
-< to them on v7 — 4 rd wen a. . alicia P 

e committee further report, that, a considerable sum remains unexpen of the sums heretofore a i 
for fortifying the ports and harbors of the United States, as appears by the statement from the Bapartenaet Wee 
exhibited herewith; and that, in the opinion of the committee, a further appropriation, and a more vigorous regard 
to this important object, has become immediately necessary. 

They further report, that in the view which, on several occasions, this committee have taken of the subject of 
providing a naval armament, they have not failed to observe the apparently enormous expenses, and unaccountable 
delays, which have attended every attempt of this kind. It has appeared to them that a better economy might be 
introduced in this branch of the public expenditure, by establishing, in the War Department, some officer who should 
be employed in fhe immediate superintendence of the naval concerns of the United States. 

The Department of War, as at present established,’ is unsuitable to this purpose, especially considering its sta- 
tionary situation, and how much it is occupied by numerous cares of a nature very different. 

On these subjects, they recommend the following resolutions to be adopted, viz: 

Resolved, ‘That the sum of ———, in addition to the sum of ————, remaining unexpended of former ap- 
propriations, be appropriated to fortifying the ports and harbors of the United States. 

Resolved, ‘That there be established in the Department of War, a Commissioner of Marine, who shall have charge 
of the construction, equipment, and supplies of the public vessels of the United States, and all other matters 
relating to their naval concerns, which shall be entrusted to him, according to law. 


That, considering the increasin 


War Orrice, 27th February, 1798. 


Sir: 

The committee, to whom was referred ‘* so much of the President’s speech as relates to the protection of 
commerce, and the defence of the country,” desire to know the amount of the moneys expended since the last ses- 
sion of Congress, on the maritime fortifications, and whether, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, any further 
appropriation is required for the same object. The following information and remarks are, therefore, respectfully 


submitted. 


That there remained unexpended of preceding appropriations for maritime fortifications, on 








the 6th of June, 1797, - - - - $22,065 58 

Appropriation of June 23, 1797, - - - - : - 115,000 00 

—__———-$137,065 58 

* That of this sum there has been expended, viz: 

At Mud Island, = - : : . . . . - $23,640 87 
Baltimore, - - - - - - - 188 93 
Charleston, - a : : : : - - 9,978 00 
Portsmouth, N. H. (balance of account) - - - - 488 46 
Newbern, (on account of balance) - - - - - - 800 00 
Norfolk, (balance of account) : - - - 266 50 
St. Mary’s, Georgia, do. - - - - - - 4,018 89 

9,381 65 

Balance unexpended the 27th February, 1797, - - ‘an “4 

$137,065 58 











The committee will perceive, that the principal sum expended since the last session of Congress 

Fort Mifflin, in the State of Pennsylvania. This fortress, from several cunsideatiana, seemed ented ieee 
attention. ‘The ground on which *t stands, and necessary to it, has been ceded to the United States. The works 
as far as they have been erected, were composed of good materials, and put together in such a manner as to promise 
long duration and utility. An experiment had likewise shown where the works were most vulnerable, and that this 
fortress may be rendered competent, with certain auxiliary works, to afford essential protection to an important com- 
mercial city, against the operations of a powerful naval armament. It has, therefore, been deemed proper, under 
the trust committed to me by the President, to contemplate completing this fortress as expeditiously as possible 

_ The Secretary has suggested, on a former reference, that, to derive real advantage from any considerable expen- 
diture of money for completing the seaboard fortresses, the military establishment should be such as to admit of 
their being occupied by garrisons equal to keeping them in a tenable situation, and to the preservation of their stores 
and artillery. It is certain that this cannot be done by militia, unless when called into actual service, and that. no 
part of the regular force, employed on the Western frontiers, can be transferred from thence for such purposes, with- 
out endangering the peace of the Union, and opening the way, in that quarter, to the immediate execution of projects 
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and enterprises, contrary to law and treaties, and subversive of all order and government. It is but too evi 
that the course of things and circumstances, peculiar to the frontiers, Bane cy ae any well founded pea: any aoe, 
we have approached near to the time when the military force may be safely diminished or withdrawn. . 
Independent, therefore, of considerations resulting from our present situation, with respect to foreign nations. it 
would appear necessary and proper, that the seaboard fortifications should be generally improved, and this defence 
of our country rendered respectable, and, also, that the army should be proportionably augmented. A regard to ul- 
timate economy will require, that such of the fortifications as may be always important to the general defence should 
be ———_> like fort Mifilin, = 4 aoe — ee ‘ ; : 
t may be proper to mention, that, besides the want of men to garrison these forts, there is another di 
which it is desirable should be removed. But few of the States oh made cessions of ‘land, on which Formg wal 
been, or ought to be, erected, for the protection of their harbors; a circumstance calculated to impede such under- 
takings, and embarrass the intentions of government to provide for their defence. Neither is it known to the Se- 
cretary that any of the States which were found indebted to the United States, on a settlement of the accounts 
between them and the respective States, have thought of availing themselves of the third section of the ‘ act to pro- 
vide for the further defence of the ports and harbors of the United States,” passed the 23d June, 1797. 
The committee will perceive, that many good causes have prevented a greater expenditure of the ap ropriations 
and that while these continued to exist, they must —_ the completion of our maritime defence by fortifications, 
With respect to the last inquiry of the committee, a full consideration of all circumstances induces the Secretary 
to an opinion, that a further appropriation should be made, to be in readiness, and commensurate to meet such a 
state of things as may require our ports and harbors to be promptly and completely fortified, whether proper sites be 
ceded or not by the States more immediately concerned. 
With great respect, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, ; 
; AMES McH 
SamueEt Sewat, Esq. Chairman of the Committee, &c. — 
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FORTIFICATIONS, MUNITIONS, AND INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 9, 1798. 


Mr. Sewatt, from the committee on that part of the President’s speech, which regards the protection of commerce, 
and the defence of the country, further reported: 


That it is expedient to authorize the President of the United States to erect fortifications in such ports and 
places, near the sea coast, as, in his judgment, shall be requisite, and advantageous, for the common defence. 

That a considerable addition is requisite to be made to the corps of artillerists and engineers already established, 
to be employed in the several fortifications which have been, and which shall be, erected on or near the sea cvast. 

That a large supply of cannon, arms, and ammunition, is necessary to be immediately provided for the service of 
the United States. : 

An addition to a resolve heretofore reported, and under the consideration of the House, will effect the first men- 
tioned object. 

For the others, the committee recommend the fellowing resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be authorized to raise and establish 
tillerists and engineers, in addition to the present establishment. 

Resolved, That the sum of — dollars shall be appropriated by law for the purchase of cannon, arms, and ammu- 
nition, for the service of the United States. 





companies of ar- 





War Department, April 9, 1798. 


What measures are necessary and proper to be adopted by Congress, in the present conjuncture, to preserve 
— abroad, esteem for the Government at home, safety to our sea property, and protection to our territory 
and sovereignty? 

France lee several important advantages from the system she is pursuing towards the United States. Be- 
sides the sweets of plunder, obtained by her privateers, she keeps in them a nursery of seamen, to be drawn upon 
in all conjunctures, by her y She unfits, by the same means, the United States for energetic measures, an 
thereby prepares us for the last degree of humiliation and subjection. 

To forbear, under such circumstances, from taking naval and military measures, to secure our trade, defend our 
territory in case of invasion, and prevent or suppress domestic insurrection, would be to offer up the United 
States a certain prey to France, and exhibit to the world a sad spectacle of national degradation and imbecility. 

The United States possess an extensive trade, heavy expenses must be submitted to for its protection. The 
United States border upon the provinces of great and powerful kingdoms, heavy expenses must be incurred, that 
we may be at all times in a situation to assert our rights to our own territory. ‘The measures which appear indis- 
pensably necessary for Congress to take, are as follows, viz: 

ist. An increase of the naval force, to serve as convoys, protect our fisheries, coast, and harbors. 2d. An aug- 
mentation of the present military establishment. 3d. Arrangements which, in case of emergency, will give to the 
President the prompt command of a further and efficacious miliiary force. 4th. The more complete defence of our 
principal ports by fortifications. 5th. A supply of ordnance, small arms, powder, saltpetre, copper, and military 
stores. 6th. Additional revenue. ; 

To answer the Ist. Congress ought to provide for the building or purchasing, equipping, &c. of two vessels of 
twenty-two guns; eight vessels of twenty guns; and ten vessels of sixteen guns, in addition to the three frigates. 

Congress ought also to vest the President with authority, in case of open rupture, to provide, equip, and by such 
means as he may judge best, a number of ships of the line, not exceeding six, or an equivalent force in frigates. 

The first may be either built or purchased in the United States. The latter may, perhaps, be obtained in Eu- 
rope; for which purpose the law shoul use general expressions, admitting this mode of pone them. 

To build the twenty vessels, equip, man, and provision them for twelve months, wil! require, as per annexed 
estimate, = . ° . ae be ae -— - $1,941,181 

It may, under this head, be also advisable to make a provision for six galleys, carrying each one or two twenty- 
four pounders. This will require for galleys carryingone twenty epee each, as per annexed estimate,* $68,826. 

2d. An augmentation of the present military establishment. is ought to consist of one regiment of infantry; 
one regiment of artillery; and one regiment of cavalry. The artillery is considered as indispensable, and the 
cavalry may be highly useful in the Southern States. These will require, agreeably to the annexed estimate, $517,998 

3d. An arrangement which, in case of emergency, will give to the President the prompt command of a further 
and efficacious military force. 


* For this and the preceding estimate, see Naval Affairs, No. 11. 
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This ought to be a provisional army of 20,000 men, and may be organized agreeable to the principles of a bill 
proposed in the Senate, during the late extraordinary session, to which (on leave to refer. 
4th. The more complete defence of our principal ports by fortifications. 
1 may require $1,000,000; but, should: the naval force be rendered respectable, much of this sum may be 
saved. 


5th. A supply of cannon, sinall arms, saltpetre, copper, &c. which, severally, will require— 


For cannon, as per annexed estimate, - - - - - - $308, 900 
For small arms, say 50,000 stands, at twelve dollars, —- - - - 600,000 
For powder, saltpetre, copper for sheathing, &c. - - 200, 000 


In framing the law to furnish our magazines with ordnance, it will be proper to employ such expressions as will 
enable the President to procure brass cannon, mortars, &c. with the necessary quantities of ball, shells, &c.. These 
have not been specified in the estimate; but the sum may, perhaps, be sufficient to comprehend them. 

_ To render the regiment of infantry as useful as possible, it is proposed, that the men should be enlisted to act 
in the double capacity of marines and infantry. By an arrangement of this kind, and having the men stationed at 
the principal sea ports, they will be always ready to be put on board such vessels as want them, and when not so 
wanted, will serve to defend the coast, work upon the fortifications, or in dock yards, and guard the public property 
from thefts or embezzlement. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
JAMES McHENRY. 
Hon. Samuet SEWALL 


Chairman of the Committee Jor the protection of Commerce and the defence of the country. 


Estimate of the pay, §-c. of a Regiment of Infantry. 














PAY. 
1 Lieut. col. commandant, at $75 per month, 900 2 Sergeant-majors, - at $8 per month, 192 
2 Majors, - - 50 do 1,200 2 Quartermaster-sergeants, 8 do 192 
1 Surgeon, - - 45 do 540 | 32 Sergeants, - - 7 do 2,688 
2 Surgeon’s mates, - 30 do 720 | 32 Corporals, - - 6 do 2,304 
1 Adjutant, ..<. « 10 do 120 2 Senior musicians, - 7 do 168 
1 Quartermaster, - 10 do 120 | 16 Musicians, - - 5 do 960 
i Paymaster, - : 10 do 120 | 416 Privates, - - 4 do 19,968 
8 Captains, - - 40 do 3,840 “ 
8 Lieutenants, - - 30 do 2,880 $39,312 
8 Ensigns, - - 25 do 2,400 == 
SUBSISTENCE. 
Rations. 
1 Lieut. col. commandant, at 6 per day, 2,190 | 502 Non-commissioned and pri- 
2 Majors, - - 4 do. 2,920 Vates, - - 1 p’rday,183,230 
1 Surgeon, - - 3 do. 1,095 | 30 Women, - - 1 do. 10,950 
2 Surgeon’s mates, - 2 do. 1,460 am 
8 Captains, - - 3 do. 8,760 Rations, 222,285 
16 Selaasns, - - 2 do. 11,680 | At twenty cents each, is - - - $44,457 
FORAGE. 
1 Lieut. col. commandant, at $12 per month, 144 1 Paymaster, - - at $6 per month, 72 
2 Majors, - - 10 do. 240 1 Quartermaster, - 6 do. 72 
1 Surgeon, - - 10 do. 120 
4 Surgeon’s mates, - 6 do. 288 $1,008 
1 Adjutant, - - 6 do. 72 | —_—— 


BOUNTY AND PREMIUM. 


502 Non-commissioned officers and privates, at sixteen dollars each, is : - - $8,082 
CLOTHING. 
502 Suits, at twenty-five dollars per suit, is : - - - - - $12,550 
RECAPITULATION. 
ee : - - - $39,312 | Clothing, - - - - 12,550 
Subsistence, - - - 44,450 ee 
Forage, ar - - - 1,008 $105,359 
Bounty and premium, - - 8,032 =— 


Estimate of the pay, &c. of a Regiment of Light Dragoons of six Companies. 





PAY. 

1 Lieut. col. commandant, at $75 per month, $900 | 24 Sergeants, - - at $7 per month, 2,016 
1 Major, - : 55 — do. 660 | 24 Corporals, = - - 6 do. 1,728 
1 Surgeon, . - 45 do. 540 | 6 Farriers, - - 9 do. 648 
1 Surgeon’s mate, - 30 do. 360 6 Saddlers, - - 9 do. 648 
6 Captains, - : 40 do. 2,880 | 6 Trumpeters, - - 5 do. 360 
12 Lieutenants, - - 30 do. 4,320 | 312 Dragoons, - - 4 do. 14,976 
6 Cornets, - - 25 do. 1,800 ; -———.- 
1 Adjutant, - . 10 = do. 120 $32,196 
1 Quartermaster, - *~ 10 do. 120 —=—== 
1 Paymaster, - - 10 do. 120 
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CLOTHING. 


32 Cadets, and 1,002 non-commissioned and privates, at twenty-five dollars per suit, 














SUBSISTENCE. 
1 Lieut. colonel commandant, at 6 rations 6 Cornets, 2 rations per day, 4,380 
per day, 2,190 378 Non-commission- ; 
1 Major, at 4 rations per day, 1,460 ed and privates, 1 ditto, 137,970 
1 Surgeon 3 ditto, 1,095 22 Women, ditto, 8,030 
1 Surgeon's mate, 2 ditto, 730 
6 Captains, ditto, 6,570 | : Rations, ‘171, 185 
12 Lieutenants, 2 ditto, 8,760 At twenty cents each, is, - - $34,237 
FORAGE. 
1 Lieut. col. commandant, at $12 per month, $144 1 Adjutant, - - at $6 per month, 72 
1 Major, - 1 do. 120 : uartermaster, - 6 = do. 72 
1 Surgeon, - 10 ~=— do. 120 aymaster, - 6 ~=6do. 72 
1 Surgeon’s mate, 6 ~=6do. 72 378 Non-commissioned & privates,6 — do. 27,216 
6 Captains, - 8 do. 576 
: 12 Lieutenants, - 6 do. 864 $29,760 
6 Cornets, - 6 do 432 
| BOUNTY. 
: 378 Non-commissioned and privates, at sixteen dollars each, is - - - - $6,048 
| CLOTHING. 
378 Suits, at twenty-five dollars per suit, is - - - - - $9,450 
EQUIPMENTS. 
Bridles, saddles, &c. - - . - : - $12,840 
) HORSES FOR THE CAVALRY. 
378 Horses, at one hundred and fifty dollars each, is - - - - $56,700 
RECAPITULATION. 
Pay, . . - $32,196; Equipments . . ° 12,840 
Subsistence, - : 34,237 Horses for the Cavalry, - - 56, 700 
Forage, - - - 29,760 a 
Bounty, - - - 6,048 $181,231 
Clothing, - . . 9,450 — 
| Estimate of the pay, &c. of a Regiment of Artillery. 
PAY. 
: Lieut. col. commandant, at $75 per month, 900; 4 Quartermaster-sergeants, at $8 per month, 384 
: 4 Majors, - - 55 do 2,640 2 Senior Musicians, - 7 do. 168 
5 Adjutants, - - 10~— do. 600 | 64 Sergeants, - - 7  ~#do. 5,376 
4 Quartermasters, - 10 ~=do 480 | 64 Corpor rals, - - 6 = do. 4,608 
| aymasters, - - 10 = do. 480 | 160 Artificers, to act as privates, 9 do. 17,280 
' 1 Surgeon, - 45 do. 540 | 32 Musicians, - - 5 do. 1,920 
j 4 Surgeon’ $ mates, - 30—s do 1,440 | 672 Privates, - - 4 do. 32,256 
| 16 Captains, - - 40 ~=do 7,680 ——_. 
i 32 Lieutenants, 30 do 11,520 $91,344 
, 32 Cadets, - . 7 do 2,688 | == 
t 4 Sergeant-majors, : 8 do. 384 | 
; SUBSISTENCE. 
1 Lieut. colonel commandant, at 6 rations 1,002 Non-commissioned 
j per day, - 2,190 and privates, at l ratio per day, 365,730 
4 Majors, at 4 rations per day, 5, °840 160 Artificers, extra ditto, 29, "200 
1 Surgeon, 3 ditto, 1,095 59 Women, 1 ditto, 21,535 
4 Surgeon’s mates, 2 ditto, 2,920 - 
is Capiains, 3 ditto, 17,520 _ Rations. 481,070 
32 Lieutenants, 2 ditto, 23,360 At twenty cents each, is - . - $96,214 
32 Cadets, 1 ditto, 11,680 =— 
FORAGE. 
1 Lieut. col. commandant, at $12 per month. 144 | 4 Paymasters, - - at $6 per month, 288 
4 Majors, - 10 ~=do. 480; 4 Quartermasters, - 6 = do. 288 
1 Surgeon, - - 10—s da. 120 | —— 
4 Surgeon’s mates, - 6 = do. 288 | $1,968 
5 Adjutants, - - 6 do. 360 | — 
BOUNTIES AND PREMIUM. 
1,002 Non-commissioned and privates, at sixteen dollars each, - - - $16,032 


$25,850 
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RECAPITULATION. 
P ~ is eT - ° $91,344 Clothing, - ~ é - 25,850 
Subsistence, - - - 96,214 cheshinthiligtpian 
Forage, - 7. - - 1,968 $231,408 
Bounties and premium, : - 16,032 —_ 


This differs from the existing corps of artillerists and engineers, by having Sergeant-majors, Quartermaster Ser- 
geants, and Senior Musicians, which were supposed to be necessary. 


Estimate of the Cost of 1,300 Cannon. 


100 Cannon, 32 pounders, at $420 each, is - - - - - $42,000 
200 do. 24 do. at 350 do. - « - F z - 72,000 
200 +do 18 do. at 318 do. - - - - . ° 63,600 
300 do. 12 do at 211~ do. - - - - ~ ‘ 63,300 
300 do 9 do. at 140 do. - - - - - - 42,000 
200~=—s do. 6 do; at 130 do. - - - - - . 26,000 
$308,900 

No. 34. [2d Session. 
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CONTRACTS FOR THE SUPPLY OF CANNON. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 12TH DAY OF APRIL, 1798. 


By direction of the President of the United States, the Secretary of War has the honor to submit to the House 
of Representatives, the annexed statement, pursuant to a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed Wed- 


nesday, the 28th day of March, 1798. ; 

That a contract was made on the 8th of August, 1794, by the Commissioner of the Revenue, with Messrs. Brown 
and Francis and others, owners of the Hope Furnace in Rhode Island, for the delivery of iron cannon, viz: 34 of cali- 
ber to carry 32 pound shot, and 34 of caliber to carry 24 pound shot, suitable for fortifications, and sixty of caliber 
to carry 24 pound shot, suitable for frigates, two-thirds of said cannon, by contract, to be delivered on the first day 
of January, 1795, and the remainder on the first day of May following. ‘The United States to pay one hundred and 
six dollars and two-thirds, for every ton the cannon should weigh when delivered, and also an allowance for the 
extra expense of boring out the solid metal, beyond that which would arise from boring them, if cast with a cavity 
nearly of the size of the intended caliber. 

That under this contract, there has been delivered and receipted for, on account of the United States, 34 cannon 
of caliber to carry 32 pound shot, and 34 of caliber to carry 24 pound shot, suitable for fortifications, and 59 of cali- 
ber to carry 24 pound shot, suitable for frigates; and the owners of Hope Furnace have been paid for the same, at the 
rate of one hundred and six dollars and two-thirds per ton, and also an allowance of five thousand nine hundred and 
fifty-three dollars and sixty-eight cents, for the extra expense of boring out of the solid. 

That another contract was made on the 28th June, 1794, by the Commissioner of the Revenue, with Samuel 


Hughes on behalf of himself and others, owners of a furnace in Cecil county, Maryland, for the delivery of iron can- 
»t, suitable for fortifications, 


non, viz: 50 of caliber to' carry 32 pound shot, and 50 of caliber to carry 24 pound shc 
and 90 of caliber to carry 24 pound shot, suitable for frigates or ships of war. Two-thirds of said cannon to be de- 
livered on or before the first day of January, 1795, and the remainder on or before the first day of May, 1795. The 
United States to pay for cannon, conformably to, and delivered under, this contract, one hundred and six dollars 
and two-thirds, for every ton such cannon should weigh, and also an allowance for the extra expense of boring out 


of the solid metal. ; . 
That under this contract, there have been delivered and er 7 for, on account of the United States, 18 cannon 
36 of caliber to carry 24 pound shot, suitable for 


of caliber to carry 24 pound shot, suitable for fortifications, and ! 
frigates. No settlement having been made with Mr. Hughes, it cannot be determined what should be allowed for 


the extra expense of boring out of the solid. ; 

That a third contract was made by the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 25th of October, 1796, with Samuel 
Hughes and others, owners of a furnace in Cecil county, Maryland, for the delivery of 40 iron cannon of caliber to 
carry 12 pound shot; all of which to be delivered on or before the first day of May, 1797. The United States to pay 
for the same one hundred and thirty-three dollars and one-quarter, for every ton they might weigh, without en- 
gaging to allow for the extra expense of boring out of the solid. 


nly three cannon have been receipted for under this contract, for account of the United States. 
urchased, employed, or contracted for, for the revenue cutters, the 


For information on the subject of cannon 
i the Secretary of the Treasury, dated the 7th December, 1797, ad- 


Secretary takes leave to refer to the letter of | ; 
dressed to the chairman of the committee to devise measures for the protection of commerce. 


All which is respectfully submitted, 
JAMES McHENRY., 


War Department, 12th April, 1798. 
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REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, DEC. 31, 1798. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


A Report of the Secretary of War, made to me on the twenty-fourth of this month, relative to the military esta- 
blishment, I think it my duty to transmit to Congress, and recommend to their consideration. 


JOHN ADAMS. 
. December 31st, 1798. 


The Secretary of War respectfully reports to the President of the United States: 


That, there are several subjects which, in his opinion, will deserve the attention of Congress, to render the mili- 
tary establishment more manageable and systematic ; and procure to it the means of further improvement. 

It is not presumed that Congress will think it prudent to relinquish any of the measures of security which have 
been so wisely adopted ; nor need it be observed, that any relaxation in these may frustrate their object, by afford- 
ing argument of weakness or irreselution. It may be true, that some late occurrences have rendered the prospect 
of invasion by France less probable, or more remote ; yet, duly considering the — vicissitudes, at all times, of 
political and military events ; the extraordinary fluctuations which have been —- iarly characteristic of the still 
subsisting contest in Europe ; and the more extraordinary position of most of the principal nations of that quarter 
of the globe ; it can never be wise to vary our measures of security, with the continually varying aspect of European 
affairs. On the contrary, a very obvious policy dictates to us, a strenuous endeavor, as far as may be practicable, 
to place our safety out of the reach of casualties which may befall the contending parties, and the powers more imme- 
diately within their vortices. Paying due respect to this state of things ; regarding the overthrow of a large portion 
of Europe as not entirely chimerical, and standing as it were in the midst of falling empires, it will be our prudence 
to cultivate a spirit of self-dependence, and to endeavor, by unremitting vigilance and exertion, under the blessing 
of providence, to hold the scales of our destiny in our own hands. In offering these preliminary observations, the 
Secretary presents nothing new to the President ; most, if not all of them, having received, directly or impliedly, 
in his communications to Congress, his deliberate sanction and authority. 

Circumstanced as the United States now are, the progress of public danger may render an extension of. military 
preparations indispensable, and a ye organization for the troops of the United States extremely beneficial. 

n proportion as the policy of the country is adverse to extensive military establishments, it ought to be our care 
to render the principles of our military system as perfect as possible. our endeavors to turn to the best account, such 
force as we at any time may have on foot, and to provide an eligible standard for the augmentations to which par- 
ticular emergencies may compel a resort. 

In these views, it is conceived the organization of our military force would be much improved by modelling it 
according to the following plan :— 

ist. That a regiment of infantry, composed, as at present, of two battalions, and each battalion of five companies, 
consist of one colonel; two majors, a first and second ; one adjutant, one quartermaster, and one paymaster, each 
of whom shall be a lieutenant; one surgeon, and two surgeon’s mates; ten captains; ten first lieutenants, and ten 
second lieutenants, besides the three lieutenants abovementioned ; two cadets, with the pay and emoluments of ser- 
geants; two sergeant majors; two quartermaster sergeants; two chief musicians, first and second; twenty other mu- 
sicians; forty sergeants; forty corporals; and nine hundred and twenty privates. 

2d. That‘a regiment of dragoons consist of ten troops, making five squadrons, and the following officers and 
men, viz: one colonel; two majors, a first and second ; one adjutant, one quartermaster, and one paymaster, each 
of whom shall be a lieutenant ; one surgeon, and two surgeon’s mates; ten captains; ten first, and ten second lieu- 
tenants, besides the three lieutenants above mentioned; five cadets, with the pay and emoluments of sergeants; 
two sergeant majors; two quartermaster sergeants; two chief musicians, first and second. Ten other musicians; 
forty sergeants; forty corporals; and nine hundred and twenty privates. ‘The privates, including to each troop one 
saddler, one blacksmith, and one bootmaker. : 

3d. That a regiment of artillery consist of four battalions, each batialion of four companies, and of the following 
officers and men, viz: one colonel; four majors; one adjutant, one quartermaster, and one paymaster, each of whom 
shall be a lieutenant. One surgeon, and two surgeon’s mates; sixteen captains; sixteen first, and sixteen second 
lieutenants, besides the three lieutenants abovementioned; thirty-two cadets, with the pay and emoluments 
as at present established; four sergeant majors; four quariermaster sergeants; sixty-four sergeants; sixty-four cor- 
porals; one chief musician, and ten other musicians; and eight hundred and ninety-six privates, including to each 
company eight artificers. 

Phe rincipal reasons for this organization will be briefly suggested and explained. 

ist. It will be observed, that the proposed proportion of men to officers in the infantry and cavalry is considera- 
bly greater than by the present establishment. This presents, in the first place, the advantage of economy. By the 

voportional decrease of the officers, savings will result in their pay, subsistence, and the transportation of their 
ggage ; and the last circumstance, by lessening the impediments of an army, is also favorable to the celerity of its 
mevements. 

2d. The command of each officer will become .more respectable. ‘This will be an inducement to respectable 
men to accept military appointments, and it will be an incentive to exertion among those who shall be engaged, by 
upholding that justifiable pride which is a necessary ingredient in the military character. A company will then 
admit of an eligible sub-division into platoons, sections, and demi-sections, each of a perfect front. 

3d. Each battalion will be of the size judged proper for a manceuvring column in the field, and it is that portion 
of an army, which in the most approved system of tactics is destined to fulfil this object. A battalion, according 
to the best judges, sanctioned by experience, ought neither to be too unwieldy for rapid movements, nor so small as 
to multiply too much the sub-divisions, and render each incapable either of a vigorous impulse or resistance. 

4th. ‘The proportion of officers to men ought not to be greater than is adequate to the due management and com- 
mand of them. A careful examination of this point will satisfy every judge, that the number now proposed will be 
adequate to both: and it is illustrated by the expectation, that our fundamental orders, in conformity with those of 
the nations of Europe generally, ought to place our infantry in three ranks, to oppose to an enemy, who shall be in 
the same order, an equal mass for attack or defence. 

But it is not intended to recommend a present augmentation of the number of rank and file, to the proposed 
standard. [t is only wished that it may be adopted provisionally, as that of the war establishment. 

The regiments which have been authorized may continue in this respect upon the footing already prescribed ; 
leaving the actual augmentation to depend on events which may create a necessity for the increase of our force. 

o The other alterations recommended have relation rather to systematic propriety, than to very important military 
effects. 

Ist. The term lieutenant-colonel, in our present establishment, has a relative signification, without any thing, 
in fact, to which it relates : it was introduced during our revolutionary war to facilitate exchanges of prisoners, as 
our then enemy united the grade of colonel with that of general. But the permanent forms of our military system 
ought to be regulated by principle, not by the changeable and arbitrary arrangement of a particular nation. The 
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title of colonel, which has greater respectability, is more proper for the commander of a regiment, because it does 
not, like the other, imply a relation having no existence. ha 

2d. The term ensign is changed into that of lieutenant, as well because the latter, from usage, has additional re- 
spectability, offering an inducement to desirable candidates, as because the former, in its origin, signified a standard 
bearer, and supposed that each company had a distinct standard. 

This, in practice, has ceased to be the case; and, for a variety of good reasons, a standard of colors to each 
battalion of infantry is deemed sufficient. ‘This standard is intended to be confided to a cadet, in whom it may be 
expected to excite emulation and exertion. The multiplication of grades, inconvenient in exchanges, is thus avoided. 

In the cavalry it is proper to allow a standard to each squadron consisting of two troops, and hence it is proposed 
to have five cadets to a regiment. s ; . ' 

3d. The nature of the artillery service, being constantly in detachment, renders it proper to compose regi: 
ment of a greater number of battalions than the other corps. ‘This our present establishment has recognized. But 
there is now a want of uniformity, which leads to disorderly consequences; one regiment being composed of four 
battalions, the other of three. ‘The same organization ought to be common to all. The diminution of the number 
of musicians, while it will save expense, is also warranted by the peculiar nature of the artillery service. They 
answer in this corps few of the purposes they are applied to in the infantry. 

Existing laws contemplate, and with good reason, that the aids of general officers (except of the commander in 
chief ) shall be taken from the regiments; but they do not provide, that, when so taken, their places in the regiment 
shall be supplied by others. It is conceived, that this ought to be the case. The principles of the establishment 
supposes, for example, that three officers to a company of a given number are the just and due proportion. If, 
when an officer be taken from a company to fill one of the stations alluded to, his place be not filled by another, so 
that the number of officers to a company may remain the same, it must follow, that the company will be deficient in 
officers. It is true, that the number of a company is continually diminishing, but it diminishes in officers as well 
as men; and it is not known that the proportion is varied. Practice, in every institution, ought to conform to prin- 
ciple, or there will result more or less of disorder. An army is, in many respects, a machine, of which the dis- 
placement of any of the organs, if permitted to continue, injures its symmetry and energy, and leads to disorder 
and weakness. The increase of the number of rank and file, while it strengthens the reasons for replacing the offi- 
cers who may be removed, will more than compensate, in point of economy, for the addition of officers by the sub- 
stitution. This may be submitted to the test of calculation. But, though the place of an officer in his regiment 
ought to be supplied upon any such removal, he ought not to lose his station in the regiment, but ought to rank, and 
rise, as if he had continued to serve init. hak 

I should do injustice to this subject, if I did not acknowledge this plan of organization had received the full and 
unequivocal approbation of the commander in chief, Lieutenant General Washington. 
lia he annexed schedule (A) will show, in one view, the difference between the present and the proposed estab- 

ishment. 

The provision that aids-de-camp and the officers of inspection shall be drawn from the line of the army is not 
restricted as to grade: there ought to be such a restriction. ‘The aids of major generals ought not to be taken from 
a rank superior to that of captain, nor those of the brigadiers from a rank superior to that of first lieutenant. The 
rank from which inspectors may be taken ought, in like manner, to be limited; those of brigades to the rank of cap- 
tain; those of divisions to that of major. ‘This will guard against the multiplication of the superior grades, by re- 
movals to fill such stations. wih 7 

The two companies, which it is proposed to add to the actual number of the cavalry, it is desirable should be 
raised umnediatelr, If this is agreed to, they might receive the denomination of hussar companies—a description 
of cavalry extremely serviceable in an army. ; 

It is incidentally noticed, that the act of last session, augmenting the dragoon corps to a companies, and as- 
signing to it a lieutenant colonel and other officers, to constitute it a regiment, has not provided a surgeon or mate. 

is omission will require attention. 

If there shall be occasion for the actual employment of military force, a corps of riflemen will be, for several 
purposes, extremely useful. ‘The eligible proportion of riflemen to infantry of the line may be taken at a twentieth. 
Cs = submitted, whether a specific provision to this effect will not be proper, in arranging the army for a war estab- 

ishment. 

The only provision for the appointment of a quartermaster general is to be found in the act of the 28th of May, 
authorizing the President to raise a provisional army, which limits his rank and emoluments to those of lieutenant 
colonel; this provision is conceived to be entirely inadequate for a war establishment. The military duties of the of- 
fice are of a nature to render it of the first importance in an army—demanding great and peculiar abilities, and a 
character every way worthy of trust; accordingly, it_is the general practice, folnded upon very substantial rea- 
sons, to confide it to an officer of high military rank. The probability is, that, without a similar arrangement on 
our part, we shall not be able to command a fit character, and, in taking one of inferior pretensions, we shall sub- 
ject the service to disadvantages out of all proportion to any objections which may be pe to militate against 
the conferring of such rank. It is feared that an appointment under such a provision will only create embarrass- 
ment, should there be rea! necessity for military exertions, and that the alternative must be, either to leave the army 
destitute of so necessary an organ, or to gre it one likely, in the progress of things, to prove unequal to the task. 
A new provision on this subject appears absolutely indispensable. + 

The Secretary does not discover, in any of the acts, the necessary provisions for the appointment of hospital 
officers, or a hospital establishment. As military hospitals are indispensable to an army, especially in time of war, 
it is respectfully suggested, that provisions on the subject ought to made by law, and that the regulations to be 
found in the resolutions of the old congrene, more particularly in those under date of September 30th, 1780, and 3d 
anes, 1782, as containing the faithful results of much experience, may afford some important lights respecting this 

epartment. 

The certain consequence of disregarding so essential a measure, in the event of war, and the encampments of 
our army, will be a train of diseases which must cut off a large proportion of our troops. 

It is deeply to be lamented, that a very precious period of leisure was not improved, towards forming among our- 
selves engineers and artillerists; and that, owing to this neglect, we are in danger of being overtaken by war, with- 
out a competent number of characters of these descriptions. To form them suddenly is impracticable: much pre- 
vious study and experiment are essential. If possible to avoid it, a war ought not to find us unprovided. hat 
has been done to facilitate this object, and the perfection of our artillery, will be seen by the annexed extract of a 
letter from the Secretary, marked (B), to the chairman of a committee of the House of Representatives, for the 
protection of commerce and the defence of the country, taken in connexion with the act providing for raising 
the corps of artillerists and engineers, with the act to augment the army of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses, passed the 16th of July, 1798. What has resulted from the latter act will make the subject of a particular 
report. In the mean while, it is conceived to be advisable to endeavor to introduce, from abroad, at least one distin- 
guished engineer, and one distinguished officer of artillery. They may be sought for preferably in the Austrian, 
and next in the Prussian, armies. The grade of colonels, with adequate pecuniary compensations, may attract offi- 
cers of a rank inferior to that grade in those armies, who will be of distinguished abilities and merit. But, in this 
as we know from past experience, nothing is more easy than to be imposed upon, nothing more difficult than to avoid 
imposition, and that, therefore, should the measure be sanctioned by a law, it will be requisite to commit the busi- 
ness of procuring such characters to some very judicious hand, under every yrocaniien that can put him on his guard. 

Itis also suggested, that an inspector of fortifications is much wanted. In case of a legislative provision on this 
oot, the officer may be either drawn from the corps of artillerists and engineers, or it may be left discretiona 
with the President to choose him where he pleases. If, however, the choice is to be restricted to that corps, it will 
be proper, that withdrawing him from it shall not prevent his right to rise in it, and that his place in the corps should 
be filled by an officer of the same grade. 


17 m 








126 MILITARY AFFAIRS. £1798. 





It will be easily imagined, that without such an officer the service may essentially suffer. To obviate this, the 
Department of War has always found it necessary to employ a person who has been paid out of the contingencies 
for performing that and some other duties of a military nature. 

he improtance of a faithful representation of the real state of the fortifications, public buildings, and barracks, 
the qualifications of the commandants of forts, the police they observe, and degree of attention they bestow on the 
works, magazines, and the like, can stand in need of no comment. 

It is further submitted, whether it will not be proper, and conduce tothe improvement of our artillery, to en- 
large the field from which to select a fit character for inspector of artillerists. As the law now is, the inspector 
must be chosen from the corps of artillerists and engineers, and would require one of its most experienced officers, 
all whose services are indispensable to the corps itself. 

It has been often observed, by officers of the army, that the public. would save by the measure, and more satis- 
faction be given to the soldiers, generally, if a regulation was adopted to insure his clothing shall be fitted to the 
soldier. It cannot fail to happen, that clothing, made at a distance from the army, will, in numerous instances, be 
ill fitted to the person to whom it is issued. This is an inconvenience, as ic respects appearance, comfort, and ease, 
and causes the soldier to be careless of his dress. It of course merits consideration, whether it will not be reme- 
died by making provision, by law, for the necessary alteration, at the cost of the soldier. As there are always to be 
found tailors in an army, the alterations may be made there during seasons of inactivity, and moderate compensation 
may be established, to be deducted out of the pay of the soldiers. ‘The tailors, who, when so employed, will be ex- 
empted from military duty, will be satisfied with very small allowances; and the soldiery will, from the best infor- 
mation I can obtain, prefer this expense to the inconveniences of wearing clothes which do not fit them. 

Another point, no less deserving of particular attention, is, the composition of the ration of provisions. It was, 
in the last session, augmented beyond all former example. It is not recollected that the ration which was allowed 
during the war with Great Britain was found insufficient by troops once formed to military habits, and acquainted 
with the best methods of managing their provisions. ‘The present ration, estimating by price, is understood to be 
greater than the ration in that war, by above fifty per cent. ‘This is evidently a very important augmentation: va- 
rious disadvantages attend it; a great increase of expense; additional difficulty in furmshing, under all circumstances, 
the stipulated allowance; consequently, a multiplication of the possible causes of discontent, murmurs, and perhaps 
even mutiny; the necessity of a greater number of wagons for transportation; and, of course, the extension of this 
always serious source of embarrassment to military operations. 

The quantity of spirituous liquors, which is a component part of the ration, is so large as to endanger, where there 
might not before exist, habits of intemperance, alike fatal to health and discipline. Experience has repeatedly 
shown, that many soldiers will exchange their rum for other articles, which is productive of the double mischief of 
subjecting those with whom the exchange is made to the loss of what is far more necessary, and to all the con- 
sequences of brutal intoxication. 

_ These, and such considerations, have induced the Secretary to cause to be inserted in the contracts made under 
his orders a proviso, ** that, if the quantities of the component articles of a ration shall be reduced, by law, the price 
to be allowed therefor shall be proportionably reduced.” And, in the article of enlistment, a proviso, “ that the 
soldier is to accept such ration as is, or shall be, established by law.” 

It is well understood, that the increase having been once made, a change is delicate; but it is believed to be in- 
dispensable, and that the temporary evils of a change can bear no proportion to the permanent and immense evils 
of a continuance of the error. : ; 

It may not, fomere, be advisable to bring back the ration to the standard of the late war, but to modify it, in 
some respects, differently, so as not materially to affect the aggregate expense. é 

For = it may consist of eighteen ounces of bread or flour, or an equivalent in rice, or Indian meal, when 
flour cannot be ebtained; one pound and a quarter of fresh beef, or one pound of salted beef, or three quarters of a 
pound of salted pork; salt, when fresh meat is issued, at the rate of two quarts; and candles at the rate of a pound 
and an half for every hundred rations. ; ; 

With regard to liquor, it may be best to exclude it from being a component part of the ration, allowing a discre- 
tion to commanding officers to cause it to be issued, in quantities not exceeding half a gill per day, except on extra- 
ordinary occasions. 

Vinegar, also, ought to be furnished, when to be had, at the rate of two quarts, and soap at the rate of two pounds 

per hundred rations; but this ought to depend on circumstances, and ought not to make part of the established 
ration. 
There are often difficulties in furnishing articles of the latter description, and the equivalent in money is fre- 
quently rather pernicious than beneficial. Where there is a_ contract, the promise of such articles is apt to prove 
more beneficial to the contractor than to any other person. He commonly so manages it that the substitute is not a 
real equivalent. 

But it need not be remarked, that, whatever is to be done in this respect, must be so conducted, as not to infract 
the conditions on which the old troops, now in service, were enlisted. . 

‘The act which authorizes to raise the twelve regiments of infantry, and six troops of dragoons, provides, that the 
shall be kept in service during the continuance of the existing differences between the United States and the Frenc 
republic, if not sooner discharged. Upon the disbanding of these troops, it is to be presumed by far the greatest 
number of both officers and men will find themselves at a considerable distance from their homes. The same thing 
also happens to officers on the establishment, whose age or time of life, or scanty fortune, does not admit of their 
continuance in the army, as well as to privates serving on the frontiers, whose engagements are successively expir- 
ing. ‘These all have, or will have, to travel to their respective places of residence, at their own expense, if no pro- 
vision is made by Congress to meet the case. This, to many of them, must be, and is, an extreme hardship, espe- 
cially when it is considered, that the profession of arms, however important to the country, and noble in itself, is so 
far from furnishing to the officers, even of the highest grades, the means of making a tolerable provisivn out of the 
savings of their pay, for the future “ot of themselves and families, in advanced old age, or when their services 
may be dispensed with by the public, that it requires them to observe the greatest economy to be able to proceed in 
their career, and defray the expense of their necessary wants. ; ol ; 

In the English service, the officer, when disbanded, receives half pay the private soldier in the cavalry has his 
horse, and an allowance for his sword, with fourteen days’ pay to carry him home; the infantry have likewise four- 
teen days’ pay granted them for the same purpose. ‘+ pee 

it is respectfully suggested, whether it would not comport with justice, and have a tendency to encourage men 
to enter into the army, if a provision was made for an allowance to each officer and soldier, on quitting the service, 
or being disbanded, equivalent to the expense he must incur in returning home. ; j 

The act authorising the President of the United States to raise a | pe i aye army, is too important to the peace 
and safety of the Union, not to require from Congress such a matured revision as may render it effectual to the pur- 


s for which it was framed. ; 
pow-The first section, by which the President was vested with the power to raise ten thousand troops, has expired by 


its own limitation. : 
It is conceived advisable, and founded on the soundest policy, that the power to raise such troops as are contem- 
plated by this clause should be extended at least to twenty thousand. ‘To be on safe ground, our preparations and 
supplies vught to contemplate an army of fifty thousand men. ae: . 
he act in question contemplates also an auxiliary force, under the denomination of volunteer companies, who 
shall be armed, clothed, and equipped at their own expense. Lae . ‘ 
It is highly pleasing to mention, that ‘sufficient evidence has appeared, that the patriotism. of our independent 
citizens will not shrink from this measure of defence; the number of volunteer companies which have effered their 


services being already considerable. 
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As it may be questioned, whether the act enables the President to appoint all appropriate officers to these com- 

panies, when organized into regiments, brigades, and divisions, it is desirable that such power should be expressly 
ven. 

af A specific provision for the pay and rations to volunteers, during the days it may be <p to assemble them 

in bodies in each year, for the purpose of general discipline and manceuvres, would be very beneficial. 

To form effective soldiers at this moment, and at so light an expense to the public, must be looked upon as an 
object of great national concern, especially when we take into view the difficulty of getting men, trained to arms, in 
time of actual war. wie 

The value of those patriotic bands of volunteers, who destine themselves to the front of danger, is inappreciable. 
If well instructed and disciplined, they will, in the event of sudden invasion, be of immense utility and importance. 
Besides the direct effects of their own exertions in resisting the enemy, till they can be succored by the regular 
force, if at a distance, the militia, rallying to them, would derive, from their example and countenance, additional 
courage and perseverance. They would, thus disciplined and aided by the regular force, though small, give a con- 
sistency and stability to our first efforts, of which these would otherwise be destitute, and would tend powerfully 
to prevent great, though, perhaps, partial, calamities. k 

It is impossible to contemplate the duties of the office of inspector general, without perceiving that their due 
discharge will require the exercise of extraordinary skill and labor, and that the existing law has assigned no com- 
pensation whatever for the exercise of this skill and labor. ; . a 

In the case of officers taken from the line to perform the specific duties of assistant inspectors, quartermasters, 
&c. we find the law has made a specific allowance. ‘The principle applies. and with augmented force, to the inspec - 
tor general, who has not only to create regulations, but to superintend their execution, in addition to his duties as a 
general officer. 

To discharge, with effect, the duties of his office, he must make frequent journeys from one part of the army to 
another, when it is encamped in different and distant places. It must be conceived that the expenses of such jour- 
neys must quickly eat out the narrow allowance of a major general. If filled by a man of talents, without a fortune 
to meet such expenses, he must either compromit his reputation, and that of the Government, by not producing the 
results to be expected from his department, or he must ruin himself in performing services for which there is no 
adequate compensation. ‘The precedent of last war establishes the propriety of an extra allowance for the extra 
services and expenses to this officer; and it would be infinitely more agreeable and less embarrassing to the Depart- 
ment of War, that the latter, or his expenses on journeys from one part of the army to another, should be settled by 
a fixed allowance by law, instead of being chargeable to the contingencies of the War Department. A further ar- 
rangement is necessary to give full effect to the inspector general’s department. During our war with Great Britain, 
this officer was allowed secretaries, in addition to his aids as major general. It is thought that one secretary to the 
present officer is indispensable. : 

It is proper, before closing this reference, to mention a circumstance intimately connected with our military 
system. 

Owing to the increase of the naval and military establishments, the business of purveyor of public supplies has 
bose so augmented, as to require for the War Department alone the exclusive and uninterrupted services of such an 
officer. 

It seems to be improper, that the head of the War Department should be obliged to employ himself in any other 
manner in the business of the purveyor, than merely to make requisitions for articles wanted; to prescribe the quan- 
tities, the times, and places of vem and that the whole responsibility for the execution of the order should rest 
upon the purveyor. A Secretary of War will always find ample employment in the general superintendence and 
direction of the great operations of his department. If a portion of his time is to be occupied in the details of lesser 
concerns, it is morally certain that the greater must languish or suffer. _ deat 

Besides these duties, the purveyor should be charged exclusively with the pen of all returns from the In- 
dian factories, corresponding with these, keeping all accounts, and conducting all concerns relative to them, under 
the direction of the Secretary. ; ; 

He might also be the agent and organ to procure the means of transportation for all supplies sent from the seat 
of Government, or elsewhere, to the army, agents, or quartermasters, to arsenals, and distant places of deposite. 

The Secretary takes leave to recapitulate, for the purpose of presenting, in a concise view, the propositions re- 
spectfully recommended to attention, by the foregoing observations. 

ist. A new modification of the military, so as to admit of an increase of numbers to the companies and regi- 
ments, in case of war; an alteration in the denomination of certain grades; and a perfect uniformity of arrangements 
in corps of the same species of troops. : 

2d. Regulations to preserve to the companies and regiments, their competent number of officers, in cases where 
any are taken from the line to act as aids-de-camp, inspectors, paymasters, quartermasters, &c. 

3d. To designate the grades from which aids-de-camp and officers of inspection may be taken, in order to pre- 
vent the multiplication of the higher grades. 

4th. To add to the existing establishment two companies of horse, to be denominated and act as hussars; and a 
surgeon and mate to the regiment of cavalry. ; ; ; 

5th. To include, in the arrangement for the war establishment, a proportion of riflemen, estimated at one-twen- 
tieth of the whole number of infantry. 

6th. An alteration in the provision for a quartermaster general, to ensure the procurement of a fit character to 
execute the duties of this important office. 

7th. A provision for a a department for the army. ; ; 

8th. A power to procure from abroad one distinguished engineer, and also an officer of artillery, and suitable 
appointments for the same. ; par a 

9th. To provide for the appointment of an inspector of fortifications. 

10th. That the choice of an inspector of artillery be left at large. ; 

11th. A provision for altering and fitting the clothing issued to the soldiers. 

12th. An alteration in the ration to be issued to the troops. Cas ’ 

13th. A provision for the reasonable expenses of officers and soldiers in returning to their homes, when disbanded, 
or incapacitated by age or sickness, for further service. oO 

14th. A revival and extension of the power to raise a provisional army. 

15th. A specific provision for the appointment of appropriate officers for the volunteer companies, that are or may 
be accepted, when formed into regiments, brigades, or divisions; and for pay and rations to such volunteers, for those 
days in every year it may be necessary to assemble them in bodies, for the purposes of discipline and training. 

16th. A further provision for the extra services and expenses of the inspector general, and to allow him, besides 
his aids, one secretary. é ; 

17th. The employment of a purveyor of public supplies, wren | for the War Department. 

ll which the Secretary has the honor most respectfully to submit, 
JAMES McHENRY. 


War Department, December 24th, 1798. 
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A. 
A REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Present Establishment. Proposed Establishment. 
1 lieutenant colonel commandant, 1 colonel, 
2 majors, 2 majors, 
1 adjutant, 1 adjutant, to be lieutenants, and in addition to 
1 paymaster, ; to be taken from the line. 1 paymaster, the lieutenants hereinafter mention- 
1 quartermaster, 1 quartermaster,) ed. 
1 surgeon, 1 surgeon, 
2 surgeon’s mates, 2 surgeon’s mates, 
10 captains, 10 captains, 
10 lieutenants, 10 first lieutenants, 
10 ensigns, 10 second lieutenants, 
1 serjeant major, 2 cadets, 
1 quartermaster sergeant, 2 sergeant majors, 
2 senior musicians, 2 quartermaster sergeants, 
40 sergeants, 2 senior musicians, 
40 corporals, 20 musicians, 
20 musicians, 40 sergeants, 
600 privates. 40 corporals, 
920 privates. 





REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 


Present Establishment. Proposed Establishment. 
1 lieutenant colonel commandant, 1 colonel, 
2 majors, 2 majors, 
1 adjutant, 1 adjutant, to be lieutenants, and in addition 
1 paymaster, ¢ to be taken from the line. 1 paymaster, é to the lieutenants after mention- 
1 quartermaster, , 1 quartermaster,) ed. 
No surgeon or mate provided by law. 1 surgeon, 
8 captains, 2 surgeon’s mates, 
16 lieutenants, 10 captains, 
8 cornets, 10 first lieutenants, 
1 sergeant major, 10 second lieutenants, 
1 quartermaster sergeant, 5 cadets, ; 
32 sergeants, 2 sergeant majors, 
32 corporals, 2 quartermaster sergeants, 
8 farriers, 2 chief musicians, 
8 saddlers, 40 sergeants, 
8 trumpeters, 40 corporals, 
416 dragoons. 10 musicians, 
10 saddlers, 





' 10 blacksmiths, 
10 boot makers, 
890 privates. 


A REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 


Present Establishment. Proposed Establishment. 
First Recimenr. 
1 colonel, 
1 lieutenant colonel commandant, 4 majors, ; ; - 
4 majors, 1 adjutant, to be lieutenants, and in addition 
1 adjutant, to be taken from the 1 quartermaster, : to the lieutenants hereinafter 
4adjutants and paymasters, line. 1 paymaster, mentioned. 
I surgeon, 1 surgeon, 
4 surgeon’s mates, 2 surgeon’s mates, 
16 captains, 16 captains, 
32 lieutenants, 16 first lieutenants, 
32 cadets, 16 second lieutenants, 
64 sergeants, 32 cadets, ; 
64 corporals, 4 sergeant majors, 
32 musicians, 4 quartermaster sergeants, 
160 artificers, 64 sergeants, 
672 privates. 64 corporals, _ 
1 senior musician, 
10 musicians, ‘ 
128 artificers, 
768 privates. 





B. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War, to the Hon. Samuel Sewall, Chairman of the Committee of De- 
Sence, &c. dated 
* Wan DepartTMENT, June 28, 1798. 


** 3d. The act els for raising and organizing a corps of artillerists and engineers, and the act to provide 
an additional regiment of the same, both enjoin the Y paaare age at the public expense, of all necessary books, in- 
struments, and apparatus, for the benefit of the said respective regiments. 


“ The Secretary, without designing to derogate from the merits of the officers appointed to the corps established 
by the acts cited, feels it his duty to suggest, that other, and supplementary means of instruction, to the books and 
instruments to be provided, appear to be absolutely indispensable to enable them to acquire a due degree of know- 
ledge in the objects of their corps. It is certain, that the best faculties and inclinations for the arts and sciences 














ae 




















erase 





1799.) POWERS AND EMOLUMENTS OF BREVET RANK. 129 





cannot be unfolded and applied to useful purposes, when proper encouragement and assistance have been denied or 
neglected. 

Be The art of fortification is connected with so many others, is of such extent, and its operations dependent on, 
and affected by, circumstances so infinitely varied, that it is impossible any man can be rendered master of it b 
experience alone. Besides, the knowledge acquired by experience is often the result of our own faults, an 
acquired by a heavy, and, it may be, in this art, disastrous expense to the public. 

“ It is certainly to be wished, that more attention had been paid to this subject, and that past recommendations 
had found a favorable access to the ear of Congress. . 

“If the present moment does not admit of carrying into effect all that is desirable, and ought, under different 
circumstances, to be done, to create a body of qualified and scientific engineers, it may, notwithstanding, be advi- 
sable to advance towards this point by such measures as are compatible with our present situation. 

** The knowledge of certain arts and sciences is absolutely necessary to the artillerist and engineer; such are 
arithmetic, geometry, mechanics, hydraulics, and designing. é 

“ Without a knowledge of arithmetic, an officer cannot calculate the expense incurred, or to be incurred, on 
any work, or any subject whatever. ; 

** Without that of geometry, he cannot form a just plan or chart, regulate the design of a fortification, with its 
lines — angles, trace it upon the ground it is to occupy, nor estimate and measure the solidity and surface of its 
several parts. 

“ Without that of mechanics, he will not be able to appreciate the proportion of the machines used in war, the 
prey mignon of carriages for artillery, nor to augment or diminish the force of the several kinds of machines, when it 
may be necessary. 

** Without that of designing, he will not have it in his power, to give plans and profiles of works, nor to exhibit 
the topography of the environs of a work, or any part of a pe 

% Without that of hydraulics, he will not be qualified to conduct water from one place to another, or to sustain 
and elevate it when there may be a necessity in sieges, or other military operations, for so doing. 

‘It is therefore submitted, whether provision ought not to be made for the employment of three or four teachers 
of the enumerated sciences, to be attached generally to the two corps of artillerists and engineers, and obligated to 
give instructions and lessons, at such times, places, and under such regulations, as the President may direct. 

** The employment of teachers would give the intended effect to the provision of the laws, for the appointment 
of two cadets to each company. It was supposed, that these cadets would form a nursery, from which qualified 
officers might be drawn to fill vacancies, &c. but it must occur, that earn ee | masters to teach them the sciences, 
necessary to the engineer and artillerist, this nursery can produce no valuable plants. 

**It is also submitted, whether it might not be proper to augment the pay of cadets to nine dollars per month, 
with two rations. This would excite their emulation, give them a consideration above sergeants, and enable them 
to — in a more respectable dress. 

** It is with infinite regret the Secretary is obliged to mention, that the ordnance of our pre is by no means 
in a situation to command respect. That part of it was collected during a season of difficulty and necessity, from 
different countries, and consequently, the guns are, many of them, essentially defective, and those of the same class 
differ in length, weight, and caliber. ‘The variance in these particulars occasions much trouble and inconvenience, 
in providing appropriate ammunition, stores, apparatus, and carriages, besides subjecting the military service to in- 
jurious delays, and the fatal a pe which might result from ammunition and implements being supplied 
which, in time of need, will be found not adapted to the piece. 

‘* As there is no established standard, it has also happened, from a defect of knowledge in our founders, or some 
other cause, that most of the cannon that have been cast within, or on account of, the United States, are defective in 
very essential points, and exhibit varieties in those cast at the same furnace, and of the same class, with those pro- 
cured from abroad. eS 

“It is important that some arrangement should be immediately adopted, calculated to give efficacy to a proper 
system, and correct these evils. It is not enough that the President determine upun the size, weight, dimensions, 
and calibers of the different kinds of cannon, either to be made, or imported into the United States, for their use, 
unless an inspector of artillery can be appointed, to see that all regulations appertaining to the ordnance depart- 
ment be executed and observed with exactitude. 

** We cannot presume that contracts, however carefully made, and conditioned, or even a national foundry, 
will produce cannon conformable to a given specific standard for each class, so long as the United States are with- 
out an officer of skill to inspect, and receive, or reject them. , 

** I cannot conceive any appointment more necessary to our military undertakings, and infant navy, than an in- 
spector of artillery, and | must flatter myself that the committee will feel as I do upon this occasion. ; 

“They will not, I am persuaded, imagine that it can be possible for a Secretary of War, to discharge the duties 
of his appointment, and, at the same time, to visit foundries, examine all kinds of ordnance, direct the dimensions 
of gun carriages and implements, order the proper moulds for casting shot, shells, &c. review and decide upon the 
qualities of every different production, and point out the means of remedying existing defects, and generally perform 
all the other duties attached to the office of inspector of artillery. 5 . 

‘* The Secretary indulges the hope, that the committee will recommend, and the wisdom of Congress think proper 
to create, in the Department of War, the office of inspector of artillery, with a salary adequate to its nature and 
importance, and calculated to obtain a person qualified to fill it. On this important head he takes leave further to 
mention, that other countries owe the excellency of their ordnance to the establishment of such an officer, and that 
in England, particularly, and at a late day, the appointment of a scientific and experienced inspector has given a 
perfection to their ordnance never before known.” 
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POWERS AND EMOLUMENTS OF BREVET RANK. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 4, 1799. 


Mr. Dwieut Foster, from the committee of claims, to whom was referred the petition of Moses White, with the 
report of the former Secretary of the Treasury thereon, made the following report: 


That the object of the petitioner was to obtain a settlement and allowance of his account against the United 
States, for services and expenditures on behalf of the public during the war. 

The powers vested by law in the officers of the Treasury Department are competent to adjust and settle most of 
the items mentioned in the account of the petitioner; and, since his petition was originally referred to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, those items have been considered, and partially adjusted by the proper officers. The committee are 
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therefore of opinion, that with respect to that part of the petitioner’s account, it would not be expedient or proper for 
the Legislature to interfere: but the item of the greatest magnitude, and of most importance to the petitioner, which 
is a claim for additional pay as aid-de-camp to Brigadier General Moses Hazen, from the first of August, 1781, 
to November 3d, 1783, not having been expressly authorized by an act of Congress, has not been allowed in the 


settlement of the account. | i ; . 

With respect to this part of the petitioner’s claim, the committee report, that by the act of Congress of the 2ist of 
June, 1775, the commander in chief was allowed three, and each major general two aids-de-camp, whose pay and 
rank were established by subsequent resolutions. By a resolution of Congress on the 30th of March, 1776, each beiga- 
dier general, when on.command, was empowered to appoint a brigadier major, and, by another resolution, on the first 
day of July, in the same year, a brigadier general, acting in a separate department, was allowed an aid-de-camp. 

On the 27th day of May, 1778, it was provided, * that the brigade major should be appointed as heretofore by the 
commander in chief, or commander in a separate department, out of the captains in the brigade to which he should 
be appointed” — and by a resolution of that date, the additional pay of aids-de-camp and of brigade majors was 
estaplished. Upon the 28th of June, 1782, so much of the act of the 27th day of May, 1778, as relates to the addi- 
tional pay given to captains and subalterns, acting as aids-de-camp and brigade majors, was repealed, and on the 
same day Congress resolved ‘* that there should be such additional pay and emoluments to the pay of captains and 


subalterns, se as aids-de-camp to major generals, or brigadwer generals, and to brigade majors, as should 
make their pay and emoluments equal to the pay and emoluments of a major in the line of the army.” 

By a resolution of Congress, on the 29th day of June, 1781, General Hazen was “‘ appointed a brigadier in the army 
of the United States, by brevet.” It appears by a certificate from General Hazen, that the petitioner acted as his aid - 
de-camp during the time for which he prays compensation. " , ; Tie 

The only doubt which appears to have arisen respecting the propriety of allowing this claim is understood to have 
been because General Hazen held the rank of brigadier by brevet commission only. ; ; 

Although brevet officers were not entitled to any additional pay in consequence of their brevet promotion, yet it 
gave them conditional rank—when on command of mixed corps, or on court martials, pe age rank with the young- 
est officer of the grade to which they were promoted—hence, in the local command of his own regiment, General 


Hazen had no additional rank; but on command, &c. he took rank as the youngest brigadier. With respect to the 
intment, the committee conceive it will 


circumstance of his receiving no additional pay, in consequence of the ap 
not apply to the question now under consideration. If a brigadier’ held the rank and command, whether he was a 
volunteer, or held it by courtesy, or received no pay, they apprehend, by established custom, he was entitled to his 


staff officers, and they to the customary allowance for their services. The Secretary of the'T rennet: in his report on 
this part of the petitioner’s claim, states that he had not been able ‘‘ to discover any resolution of Congress by which 


the claim could be decided; but that there were precedents in practice in favor of itas applied to brigadiers by com- 
mission; that, if this practice were to govern, the circumstance of a brevet appointment would not, in the opinion of 
f difference, to the prejudice of the petitioner, inasmuch as the brigadier is 


the Secretary, constitute a ground o nast 

understood to have the ac. command of a origass at the time; in which case, the principles of service, with re- 
to an aid-de-camp, would apply as fully to him as to the brigadier by commission.” 

The committee concur with the Secretary of the Treasury in the opinion above expressed, and think that the 


petitioner ought to receive compensation for his services as aid-de-camp; they therefore submit to the consideration 


of the House the following resolutions, viz: 4 ; 
Resolved, That in the adjustment of the amount of Moses White, late a captain in the army of the United State 
the accounting officers of the treasury be, and they are hereby, directed to credit and allow the account of the sai 
Moses White, for his additional pay and emoluments as an aid-de-camp, during the time he acted in that capacity 
to Brigadier General Moses Hazen, upon the same principles which have heretofore prevailed in the settlement of 


accounts of officers acting as aids-de-camp to brigadier generals in the line of the army. 
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ARMORY AT SPRINGFIELD. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 7, 1800. 
War Department, January 6, 1800. 


Sir: 
I have the honor to transmit a report, my jorge expenses of the national armory at Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts, together with the fullest information I have been able to obtain, relative to the said establishment. 


I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
_ < JAMES McHENRY. 
The Hon. the Vice PrestpEenr of the United States. 


War Department, January 6, 1800. 


The Secretary of War has the honor to lay before the Senate of the United States, an exhibit of the expenses 
of the national armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, together with the fullest information he has been able to obtain 


relative to the said establishment. . 
The following sums appear to comprise the annual expenditures at, and upon, this armory, from the commence - 


ment of the same, in the year 1795, down to the 1st of October, 1799. 


In the year 1795, expend - - - - - - $12,095 25 

De. 1796, do. - - - - - 12,286 49 

Do. 1797, do. . “ . . ‘ - 11,175 28 

Do. 1798, = do. e ‘ . . . - 22,245 00 
From Ist January, to Ist October, 1799, —_- - - - - 48,900 00 
Cost of rations issued during the above periods, - : - - 20,663 00 
Estimated value of musket stocks, - - - - - 2,000 00 

Making a total of, - $129,365 2 
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The muskets annually fabricated, in the same period, were, viz: 
In the year 1795, - - - 245 | To July Ist, 1799, : q - 1,888 
Do. 1796, - - - 825 | In July, August, and September, 1799, - 1,184 
Do. 1797, : - - 1,028 fh Ma 
Do. 1798, - - - 1,044 Total number, - 6,224 


In order to form a just opinion of the average price, or cost, of the muskets manufactured as aforesaid, it will be 
proper to distinguish, and deduct from tne total amount, the sums which have been expended upon the buildings, 
machinery, tools, &c., and the value of the unfinished works, the tools and materials on hand, the Ist October, 1799; 
as well as of certain incidental work, in repairing French arms in store, and making or repairing cannon carriages. 

Although it is stated by the superintendent of the armory to the Secretary, to be wholly out of his power to de- 
termine accurately, and with certainty, what proportion of the money expended was laid out on the works, and what 
on the arms; which, he observes, will be readily conceived on reflecting, that, at the commencement of the business, 
the public buildings were out of repair; that large sums were expended on them; that new buildings were erected; 
and that for want of proper assistants oe gem, he did not keep separate accounts; that, besides, the artificers 

i 


were employed for some time on the buildings, instead of the manufactory, and in making the necessary pieces of 

machinery and tools; yet, according to the best judgment he can form, the cost of the workshops and other buildings 

for the armorers, water dam, and privilege, together with the machinery belonging thereto, and rations drawn by 

the men while employed in these incidental labors, may be estimated at - - - - $20,000 00 

Value of parts of muskets on hand, - - . - - - - 7,591 50 

Stock on hand, - - - oe - - - . - 6,958 17 
Expense of cleaning and repairing French arms in store, and work done to cannon carriages for five 

- . : . : - 3,800 00 

- . - 9,000 00 


a. e. - - 
Tools and utensils, estimated at - - 
$47,349 67 


This latter sum, deducted from the total amount of expenditures, leaves a balance of $82,015 35, which, divid- 


ed by 6,224, the number of muskets fabribated since the commencement of the armory down to the 1st of October, 


1799, makes each musket to cost about $13 17. . 
If we take into view the difficulties always attendant upon the first operations of an ret, requiring so 


much skill as the fabrication of arms; that few or none of the workmen were, at first, masters of the business; that 
some unsuccessful attempts in the proper construction of the machinery, and formation of of the musket, must 
necessarily have occurred; that time and some experience was essential to adjust the various branches of the busi- 
ness to each other, and to ascertain to what branches the capacities and skill of the different persons employed were 
most appropriate; we shall find reason to be satisfied with the average cost of the muskets, and a sufficient ex- 
planation, should any defects appear in some of the earliest manufactured. : 

The works being now complete, and labor-saving machines operating to great advantage, the artificers, too, being 
generally well instructed, and the business better arranged, and carried on more systematically, what do muskets 
now cost the United States at S ee . . 

loye in the armory, 183 artificers, and 11 apprentices. The number employed for 


There are, at this time, — r 
the months of August, September, and October ultimo, average 137 per month. In two of these months, there were 
completed, 884 muskets, being 17 to each working day, or 442 muskets per month. 

he superintendent states, as the result of positive experience, the monthly expenditures of the armory to be as 


follows, viz: 
Iron, 3 tons, 15 cwt. 2 qrs. cost - - : - - $ 592 17 
Wages of workmen, including the pay of the superintendent and master armorers, 
Rations for the men, - . - - - 
Wear of grindstones, - 
Charcoal and sea coal, - 
Estimated cost of musket stocks, 


B85: 
s 


Emery, oil, buff leather, &c. ; - - . “ s 36 00 
Cast steel, brass, crucibles, and wire, - - - - - 18 50 
Screws, sand paper, and tallow, - - - « 7 38 00 
Clothing apprentices, and team work, - - - m m 45 00 
Files, = . - - - : - - 100 00 
Contingent charges, : - - : - » 100 00 


$4,106 36 


This sum, then, or the monthly expenditures apportioned on the number of muskets made monthly, shows their 
cost to the United States, to be about $9 29 per musket. — : 

This difference in the cost of the musket may be attributed to the price of the ration being less now than_here- 
tofore; to the workmen having become more expert; to the materials being bought in larger quantities, coming lower; 
to supplies being more regularly furnished; and, generally, to the improvements in the machinery and system for 


carrying on the manufactory. ; A : . 

The high prices offered artificers by ee contractors for small arms, have obliged the superintendent to give 
higher wages since these contracts have been formed. This, however, cannot be long felt disadvantageously, and 
must operate to increase the number of workmen skilled in the business, and ultimately lower the price of wages. 
At present, the average wages to workmen at the Spon is nearly fifteen dollars per month. 

The superintendent, however, expresses himself confidently, that the cost of each musket to the Government, 
in future, cannot exceed ten dollars. 3 f : 

The progressive improvements ia the manufactory will be best evidenced by the statement of the arms made in 
each year; and the following one, of the number made and turned into the store, during certain parts of the years 


1798 and 1799: 


In the month of ga 1798, there were made and delivered to the store keeper, - muskets. 

. tober, - - - - - - - 0. 

Do. November, “ : - - - - - - 150 do. 

Do. December, “ - - - - - - - 196 do. 

In the month of January, 1799; - 7 - - - - - 200 do. 

Do. February, “ - - - - - . - 250 do. 

Do. March, - - - - - - - - 339 do. 

Do. April, - - - - - - - - 338 do 

Do. ay, we ” = > a = = e 336 do. 

Do. June, sas - : - or - - - 425 do. 

Do. July, os (short, owing to a failure in stocks) - . - 300 do. 

Do. August, - - - - - - - - 442 do. 

Do. September, “ - - - - - : - 442 do. 
During the last six months, there has been nearly the same number of hands employed, or between 130 and 150. 
in November, I21 men, who made 150 mus- 


In October, 1798, there were118 men, and these made 80 muskets only é c 
kets; which last is at the rate of near 21 days’ work to each musket. ° he superintendent observes, on this head, that 
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the men can now do double, and, in some instances, treble the work, in the same times and that a workman, at pre- 
sent, makes a complete musket in somewhat less than nine days; that he finds the workmen now make and com- 
plete, in every part, 17 muskets per day, in the usual working hours; andwhat is, perhaps, of more consequence, that 
the work, besides being sooner, is much better done. _ 

Before closing this report, it will be proper to mention, that cogent considerations seem to require there should 
be a power vested in the Secretary of War, under the direction of the President, to vary the compensation of the 
superintendents and master armorers. Superintendents, in particular, are subjected to expenses which attaches to 
their station, and cannot be avoided by them. 

It is essential also to notice, that it would greatly conduce to the success and improvement of our armories, were, 

ist. The workmen, while employed in them, to be exempted from militia service; and, during the term of their 
engagement, from civil process for all debts or contracts. 

2. Were they to be obliged, by a summary process, to fulfil their engagements with the armory. 

3. Were a fine to be imposed upon any person who shall withdraw them from the armory, or in whose service 
they shall be found, after due notice shall be given of their engagements with the armory. 


All which is respectfully submitted, 
JAMES McHENRY, Secretary of War. 
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SUSPENSION OF THE RECRUITING SERVICE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JAN. 13, 1800. 


Mr. Harrison Gray Oris, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the speech of the President of 
the United States as relates to “*a system of national defence, commensurate with our resources, and the situa- 
tion of our country,” reported in part: 

That, in the opinion of the committee, no such material change in the state of the foreign relations of the United 
States has happened, as would justify a relinquishment of any of the means of defence heretofore adopted by Con- 
gress, but that the national honor and interest, in the present posture of affairs, make it prudent and necessary to 
continue went for the worst event; but while danger still threatens our country, yet circumstances havin 
diminished the probability of an immediate invasion, the attention of the committee has been particularly directe 
to the state of the military establishment, with a view to reconcile safety with economy, to preserve the establish- 
ment, and retrench the expense. The annexed abstract, and letter from the Secretary of War, exhibit the state of 
the twelve new regiments of infantry according to the latest returns. As these men have received their bounty and 
clothing, and are daily improving in discipline; as they would be useful in any sudden emergency; and the greater 

rt of them may also be usefully employed, until wanted for actual service, on the fortifications of ports and har - 
rs; it is conceived proper to retain them, but to suspend the recruiting service until the approach of danger shall 
compel the Government to resume it. ‘This project combines the advantage of an important reduction of the national 
expense, with that of having at command a body of officers ready for the service upon short notice, and a number of 
disciplined troops sufficient for the present occasion. 
he committee, therefore, submit the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That, from and after the day of next, all enlistments, under an act entitled ** An act 
to augment the army of the United States, and for other purposes,” shall be suspended until the next session of 
Congress, unless war should break out between the United States and a foreign European power, or in case_immi- 
nent danger of invasion of their territory, by any such power, shall, in the opinion of the President of the United 
States, be discovered to exist. 








Sir: War Department, 2d January, 1800. 


I received your letter dated yesterday, and have the honor to inform the committee of defence, that I am pre- 
paring, and have nearly finished, a report to the President of the United States, on the subject of the military esta- 
lishment, containing propositions which it is conceived would improve it, and detailing information from the latest 
documents, as far as they go, that have been transmitted to me, relative to the number of men that have been 
actually enlisted in the new regiments. ; 

It will be conceived the report mentioned is intended to embrace the most material objects that have occurred 
to me, as promising amelioration to our military system. The President, I respectfully presume, will communicate 
the same to Congress. ; ; 

The number of men enlisted, at the dates therein b geyoee as appears from the latest returns to the War De- 
re eS in the twelve new regiments of infantry, will be seen by the enclosed statements, which is respectfully 
submitted. 

The other requisitions will require some time to prepare an accurate reply to. ‘They shall claim my attention, 
and an answer be furnished as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient humble servant, 
JAMES McHENRY. 

H. G. Orts, Esquire, Chairman 


of the Committee of Defence, of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


Return of the non-commissioned Officers, Musicians, and Privates, enlisted for the twelve regiments, directed to 
be raised in pursuance of the act of July, 16, 1798. 
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War Department, January 2d, 1800. 
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MILITARY ACADEMY, AND REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, JANUARY 14, 1800, 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


A report, made to me on the fifth of this month, by the Secretary of War, contains various matters, in which 
the honor and safety of the nation are deeply interested; I transmit it, therefore, to Congress, and recommend it 
to their serious consideration. 

JOHN ADAMS. 


Unrrep States, January 13th, 1800. 


The Secretary of War respectfully requests the attention of the President of the United States, to certain mea- 
sures and arrangements, which appear to him to be indispensable to the improvement of our military system, and 
solicits, if it shall be thought proper, that the same may be submitted to Congress. 

No sentiment is more just than this, that, in proportion as the circumstances and policy of a people are opposed 
to the maintenance of a large military force, it is important that as much perfection as possible be given to that 
which may at any time exist. ' 

It isnot, however, enough, that the troops it may be deemed proper to maintain be rendered as’perfect as pos- 
sible, in form, organization, and discipline; the dignity, the character to be supported, and the safety of the country 
further require that it should have military institutions, should be capable os perpetuating the art of war, and o 
furnishing the means for forming a new and enlarged army, fit for service, in the shortest time possibie, and at the 
least practicable expense to the State. ‘ ; 
Let it not be presumed, that a country, however distantly situated from other nations, or favored by the courage 
and neg of its inhabitants, can neglect, with impunity, military institutions, or that it may, safely, consider all 
regular force to be useless, except when there is an enemy present to employ it. A country which acts upon such 
a maxim will invariably attract injuries and enemies, and, sooner or later, sink by internal discords, or see its 
— J i broke down by repeated humiliations, and the whole people thus prepared for the last stage of national 

ation. 

Sif the farmer would secure his flocks, he must go to the expense of shepherds; if preserve his crops, he must en- 
close his fields. In like manner, to ensure safety to the nation, it is necessary that the leading avenues into it be 
guarded by troops and fortifications. Before the invention of gunpowder, the smallest villages were invested with 
walls, so that a long siege was often requisite to reduce them. Since that epoch, the history of almost, if not every 
war, contains undeniable proofs of the utility of fortifications, and the necessity of disciplined troops, to the defence 
of acountry. Would it be wise or expedient in us to pursue a different course, and shut our eyes againet the in- 
numerable facts on record, in favor of their essentiality. Are we without regular troops, we may soon lose the 
military art; are we without engineers, not a little of the money employed on fortifications will be always hazarded, 
if not actually thrown away, and — of the most consummate genius forced to capitulate in the field, whose 
we might have been covered by a fortification, or the battle decided in his favor by a happily contrived in- 
trenchment. 

Since, however, it seems to be agreed, that we are not to keep on foot numerous forces, and it would be impos- 
sible, on a sudden, to extend, to every essential point, our fortifications, military science, in its various branches, 
ought to be cultivated with peculiar care, in proper nurseries; so that a sufficient stock may always exist, ready to 
be imparted and diffused to any extent, and a competent number of persons be prepared and qualified to act as en- 
gineers, and others as instructors, to additional troops, which events may successively require to be raised. i 
will be to substitute the elements of an army to the thing itself, and will greatly tend to enable the Government to 
dispet:se with a large body of standing forces, from the facility which it will give of procuring officers, and forming 
soldiers promptly in all emergencies. 

No sound mind, after a fair view of the subject, can doubt the essentiality of military science in time of war. 
any more than the moral certainty that the most pacific policy on the part of Government, and the most solemn an 
well observed treaties, will not preserve a country from being engaged in war more or less frequently. ‘To avoid 
great evils, we must either have a respectable force always ready for service, or the means of preparing such a force 
with certainty and expedition. The latter, as most agreeable to the genius of our Government and nation, is the 
object of the tollowing propositions. 


ist. A Military Academy. 


This object has repeatedly engaged the favorable attention of the Legislature, and some laws towards its con- 
summation have been passed. ‘These, however, being yet inadequate to afford the requisite instruction to officers, 
and others, in ** the principles of war, the exercises it requires, and the sciences upon which they are founded,” the 
adoption of a more perfect plan is conceived to be indispensable for these purposes. With this view, the following 

lan is respectfully suggested, formed upon those of institutions of a similar nature, from which the nations who 
ve founded them derive the most decided advantages. 

It is proposed, that this academy shall consist of four schools: one; to be called ‘The Fundamental School ;” 
another, * ‘The School of Engineers and Artillerists;” another, ‘* The School of Cavalry and Infantry;” and a 
fourth, ** The School of the Navy;” and be provided with the following officers, professors, and teachers, 


A Director General to superintend the three first schools. 
A Director of the Fundamental School. coe 
A Director of the School of Engineers and Artillerists. 
A Director of the School of Cavalry and Infantry. 
A Director of the School of the Navy. 
Six Professors of Mathematics. 
Four Professors of Geography and Natural Philosophy. 
Two Professors of Chemistry, including Mineralogy. 
Three Architects. \ 
Four Designing and Drawing Masters. 
One Riding Master. 
One Fencing Master. 

To be thus distributed among the several schools: 


To the Fundamental School. 
One Director. 4 
Four Professors of Mathematics. 
Two Professors of ey ae Natural Philosophy. 
One Designing and Drawing Master. 
One Professor of Chemistry. 


18 m 
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To the School of Engineers and Artilierists. 


One Director. ; 
Two Professors of Mathematics. ; 

Two Professors of Geegraphy and Natural Philosophy. 
One Professor of Chemistry. 

Two Architects. : 

Three Designing and Drawing Masters. 


To the School of Cavalry and Infantry. 


A Director. 

A Riding Master. 

A Fencing Master. 
To the School of the Navy. 


A Dhirector. ; 
A Professor of Mathematics. , 

A Professor of Geography and Natural Philosophy. 
An Architect. ; 

One Designing and Drawing Master. 


The Fundamental School is designed to form Engineers, including Geographical Engineers, Miners, and officers 
for the Artillery, Cavalry, Infantry, and Navy; consequently, in this school is to be taught all the sciences neces- 
sary to a perfect knowledge of the different branches of the military art. } 

The School of Engineers and Artillerists, to teach those admitted therein, and appointed or designed for Engi- 


neers, the ication of the theoretic knowledge which they had acquired in the Fundamental School, to the con- 
struction of all sorts of fortifications and military buildings appertaining thereto, to mines, and counter mines, 
sieges, attack and defence, to wey to the art of projecting and constructing bridges, roads, canals, and 
maritime posts, and all works relative thereto, to all geographic and topographic operations, the calculations rela- 
tive to the same, to designing and drawing charts, &c. om * : 

To those appointed or designed for the artillery service, the application of the theoretic knowledge, acquired in 
the Fundamental School, to the construction of gun carriages, pontoons, the fabrication of cannon and fire arms, and 
to all the manceuvres of war which depend upon artillery. é : 

The School of Cavalry and Infantry, to teach those admitted therein, and appointed to, or destined for, the cavalry, 
the tactics, exercise, an lice of cavalry; those for the infantry, the tactics of infantry, and all that concerns the 
police of an army, in the field and in quarters. | : ; : d 

The School of the Navy, to teach those appointed to, or destined for, this service, the application of the knowledge 
acquired in the Fundamental School in arithmetic, algebra,, geometry, statics, and navigation. To this end, after 
having passed examination, they shall make voyages or cruises, under skilful officers, for certain periods, durin 
which time they ought to be exercised in the manceuvres and observations most useful in service, and be instruct 


in whatever respects rigging of vessels of war, pilotage, and the management of cannon. 


Functions of the Principal Officers. 


The Director General to have the general superintendence of the schools, particularly of the Fundamental School; 
to occupy himself incessantly with the means of attaining the end of the institution, which is the greatest possible 
instruction to the pupils. ‘ f 

He will inform himself of their progress in the studies relative to the service to which they are destined, and 
collect all the facts proper to be laid before the President, to enable him to form an opinion of the fitness of any 
individual, who has not had one, for an appointment; or, in case he has, to judge how, and when, his talents can, 
upon occasion, be most beneficially employed. 

He will attend, particularly, to the execution of whatever respects the admission of pupils; their transfer from 
the school of theory into that of practice; their passage from one class or division, in the same school, to another; 
and the examinations which they ought respectively to undergo. : 

He will propose a list of the officers of the army, proper to be received into the schools, and will furnish the 
Secretary of War with information, from time to time, relative to their progress, conduct, and capacity to fill 
stations to which their genius and knowledge may particularly point. 

He will give such certificates to the officers, cadets, or pupils, as they shall have merited. 

The directors of each of the military schools will receive from the Director General, instructions detailing their 


functions and powers; to him they will make their reports. } sels. 
With respect to the School of the Navy, the director thereof will receive his instructions from the Secretary of 


the Navy. 

The Director General, and the other directors, to be officers of the army or navy, according as the studies and 
exercises of the particular school shall be most intimately connected with either service. 

These schools to be provided with proper apparatus and instruments, for philosophical and chemical experiments, 
for astronomical and nautical observations, for surveying, and such other processes as are requisite to the several 
topics and branches of instruction. 

The site of schools of engineers and artillerists, and of the navy, ought to be on navigable water. For this pur- 
pose, a piece of ground ought to be purchased, sufficient for experiments in tactics, gunnery, and fortification. ‘The 
situation upon a navigable water is also requisite, to admit of specitnens of naval construction and naval exercises. 

It would also ten tly to the perfection of the plan, if the academy of artillerists and engineers was situated 
in the neighborhood of foundries of cannon-and manufactories of small arms. 

Barracks and other proper buildings must be erected, for the accommodation of the directors, professors, and stu- 
dents, and for the laboratories and other works to be carried on at the respective schools. 

The cadets of the army, and a certain number of young persons, destined for military and naval service, ought 
to study at least two years in the Fundamental School; and if destined for the corps of engineers or artillerists, or 
for the navy, two years more in the appropriate school; if for the cavalry or infantry, one year more in the appro- 
priate school. But persons who, by previous instruction elsewhere, may have become acquainted with some or all 
of the branches taught in the Fundamental School, may, after due examination by the directors and professors of that 
school, be either received then for a shorter time, or pass immediately to one or other of the schools of practice, ac- 
cording to the nature and extent of their acquirements and intended destination. 

In addition to these, detachments of officers and non-commissioned officers of the army ought to attend one or 
other of the schools, in rotation, for the purposes of instruction and exercise, according to the nature of the corps to 
which they respectively yay : , ia 

It may be noticed also in this place, that it would be a wise addition if Government would authorize such a 
number of seme, supernumerary to those belonging to the regiments on the establishment, as would suffice with 
them for an army of fifty thousand men. All the supernumeraries to receive, according to their capacities, instruc- 


tion at the academy, and occasionally sent to do duty with the army. : 
This outline of a Military Academy, which is conformable to that of similar institutions in other countries, par- 


ticularly in France, is not meant to imply any thing conclusive: the plan may be modified, perhaps, to advantage. 
At all events, it ought to be left with the President to proportion the number of cadets, and others, to be admitted 
into the schools, and to prescribe, definitively, relative to the requisites to entitle to admission, the periods of noviciate, 
transfers from the schools to particular corps, and whatever respects organization, regulations, and police. 
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And here it may be proper to observe, that though provision should be made by law for the pro establish - 
ment, in its full latitude, yet it may be left in the discretion of the President to appoint so many of the professors 


and masters only, as experience shall show to be peg bon ee a 
Will it be thought superfluous to remark, relative to the utility of this institution, that it is from the military 
sneral and other officers, whose skill and recent achievements in war have 


schools of France have issued those se : 
rendered them subjects for military history, and enabled the present governors of that nation, successively, and 


almost instantaneously, to form immense disciplined armies. 


Is it not greatly desirable to be so provided and prepared for all emergencies? 
An enemy who meditates invasion will naturally examine what he will have to encounter before he undertakes 


it. Acting with common prudence, he must proportion his military array to the obstacles in fortifications and dis- 
posable force it will have to overcome, and whieh may be so stationed and improved, as to require from him an army 
and apparatus, expensive beyond his resources to support. Our country, by a skilful application of very moderate 
means, may thus avert from its bosom the most expensive and calamitous wars. 

_ In treating upon such an institution, it was encouraging to reflect, that, happily, it coincided with your uniform 
wish to see our country placed in a situation which would entitle the just maxims of its policy to be respected, and 
enable it to meet any adverse accidents it ay be reserved to encounter. ‘ 

The measure proposed has also the kizh s:uction of our late venerated President, whose talents and services 
were devoted, not to produce personal resutis, but to render a whole peel great, flourishing, and happy. 

** The institution of a Military Academy,” this great man observes, in his last impressive speech, “* is also recom- 
mended by cogent reasons: however pacific the general policy of a nation may be, it ought never to be without an 
adequate stock of military knowledge, for emergencies. The first would impair the energy of its character; and 
both would hazard its safety, or expose it tu greater evils, when war could not be avoided. Besides, that war 
might often not depend upon its own choice. In proportion as the observance of pacific maxims might exempt a 
nation from the necessity of practising the rules of the military art, ought to be its care in preserving and transmit- 
ting, by proper establishments, the knowledge of that art. Whatever ac pote may be drawn from particular ex- 
amples, superficially viewed, a thorough examination of the subject will evince that the art of war is at once 
comprehensive and complicated; that it demands much previous study; and that the possession of it, in its most 
improved and perfect state, is always of great moment to the security of a nation. This, therefore, ought to be a 
serious care of every government; and, for this purpose, an academy, where a regular course of instruction is given, 
is an obvious expedient, which different nations have successfully employed.” 

Will not the patriotism and good sense of our country readily consent to found an institution, at a moderate 
expense, recommended by such authorities, and which must produce the happiest effects? And yet, it ought not to 
excite surprise, if, in a season of profound peace, the minds of a generality of a people, partaking of the public calm, 
should become inattentive to the storm that may be collecting at adistance. Are we in the midst of that profound 
calm, and can the eye perceive no cloud in the horizon? But, were the heavens without one threatening spot, and 
peace universal on earth, ought the watchmen of a nation to trust to such evanescent and deceptive appearances? 
And will not an intelligent people, instructed by the wisdom of ages, and having every reason to confide in those to 
whom they have assigned the direction of their affairs, gladly see establishments arise, and arrangements made, which 
shall render the thunder harmless when it shall burst over their heads. In such conjunctures, (and such must hap- 

n to the United States,) corps of well instructed officers and troops are to a country, what anchors are to a 


ship, driven by a tempest towards a rocky shore. 


Seconp. .2 modification of the two Regiments of Artillerists and Engineers, so as to create, instead thereof, one 
Regi of Foot Artillerists, another of Horse Artillerists, and a third of Engineers. 

It is conceived, that the entire union of the officers of artillerists and engineers, in one corps, as in our present 
establishment, is not advisable. The art of fortification, and the service of artillery, though touching each other in 
many points, are, in the main, distinct branches, and each so comprehensive, that their separation is essential to 
perfection in either. This has been ascertained by long experience. Among the powers of Europe, there is not one 
recollected, which, at the present day, is not conscious of this truth. When any of them have attempted to unite 
these corps, the disadvantages which resulted were soon felt to be so momentous, as to produce conviction that each 
required a separate organization. Such an union was once attempted in France. | 

According to an ordinance of the 8th of December, 1755, the artillery and engineer corps of that nation, which 
had been separate, were combined into one. ‘The experiment, however, was of short duration. In 1758, the engineer 
corps was disjoined from the corps of artillery, and called, as before, the corps of engineers; since which time these 


corps have remained separate. _ : ; , os 
The two regiments of artillerists and engineers consist of the following officers, non-commissioned officers, and 


privates; each of, viz: 


1 Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, 32 Cadets, 
4 Majors, 4 Sergeant Majors, 
1 Adjutant, 4 Quartermaster Sergeants, 
1 uartermaster, Seach being a Lieutenant, 64 Sergeants, 
1 Paymaster, 64 Corporals, | 
1 Surgeon, 1 Chief Musician, 
2 Surgeon’s Mates, 10 Musicians, 
16 Captains, 128 Artificers, 





32 Lieutenants, besides the three above mentioned, 768 Privates. 
Let the regiments of foot artillerists and horse artillerists consist each as follows, viz: 





1 Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, 24 Cadets, 

3 Majors, 3 Sergeant Majors, 

1 Adjutant, 3 Quartermaster Sergeants, 

1 uartermastr, ¢ each being a Lieutenant, 48 Sergeants, 

1 Paymaster, 48 Corporals, 

1 Surgeon, 1 Chief Musician, 

2 Surgeon’s Mates, 12 Musicians, 
12 Captains, ; 780 Privates, including Artificers. 
24 Lieutenants, besides the three above mentioned, 


The artificers forming a part of each company in the regiments as they now exist, to form two companies - 
ners, and two companies of artificers, to be arranged as will be hereafter noticed. Pome ot 

It is also proposed: First. In the event of a war, that these two regiments shall be augmented to the complement of 
officers and men, pe ge the existing regiments of artillerists and engineers. Second. ‘That the regiment of 
horse-artillerists shall perform their service on horseback during war only. Third. That provision be made to 
enable the President of the United States, in case war shall break out between the United States and a foreign Eu- 
ro power, or in case imminent danger of invasion of their territory, by any such power shall, in his opinion, be 
discovered to exist, to organize, and cause to be organized, two additional regiments of horse artillery. Fourth. ‘That 
the officers which shall become supernumerary, by this aforesaid organization, shall, at the discretion of the Presi- 
dent, be transferred to fill vacancies in other regiments, on the establishment, corresponding with their grades, 
or be retained to fill appropriate vacancies which shall happen in their respective regiments, by deaths, resigna- 


tions, &c. 
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In addition to the economical effect of the latter arrangement, it may be mentioned, that the officers to one whole 
battalion of the Second Regiment of Artillerists and Engineers have not yet been appointed. 
The regiment of engineers consisting entirely of officers, if we exclude the companies of miners, it remains to 
speak of its organization. — 
Let it consist of, viz: 


Two Lieutenant Colonels, one first and one second, Twenty-four First Lieutenants, 
__.a8 already provided by law, Twenty-four Second Lieutenants, 
Three Majors, Twenty-four Cadets. 


‘Twelve Captains, 


‘The companies of miners and their labors to be under the direction and immediate command of officers of this 
“es and to make a part thereof. 

t will be perceived, and it is observed with regret, that, the engineer regiment cannot be immediately formed, 
by the mere act of transferring into it officers from any of the existing regiments. In order to answer its high des- 
tination, it must be filled slowly, and under the exercise of great caution and responsibility. 

For this purpose, selections may be made from among the officers of the army, and others who shall have passed 
through the military schools, and prescribed examinations, and obtain certificates of their possessing the requisite 
knowledge and qualifications. 

It may also be permitted, in cases of uncommon urgency, requiring the completion of the corps, to choose offi- 
cers among our citizens, whose professions or functions are most analogous to those of engineers, after an examina- 
tion made by a special commission named by the President. 

But let it be remembered, that this corps is too essential to the success of military operations, to be hurried in its 
formation, or composed of other than persons qualified to discharge its high and important functions. Is authority 
necessary to support this truth? A general, of the first reputation as a commander, observes on this subject, in 
speaking to his Government of an officer, who had been killed in action, ‘ He was the best officer of engineers, a 

y on which so much of the success of campaigns and the fate of a country depend, and where the least fault may 
be attended with the most fatal consequences.” 

The horse artillery being a subject that cannot fail to attract attention, it will not, it is conceived, be deemed su- 
perfluous to submit a few observations and ey) relative to its structure, advantages, and importance. 

The Prussians were the first who employed horse artillery, invented by the great Frederick, at a time, when the 
league which was formed against him, called upon his a to multiply his resources. It was then, that the same 
army, transported with a celerity and precision, till then unknown in war, was seen to triumph against superior 
forces during the same campaign, upon opposite frontiers, to the East and to the West of his states. It was then 
were seen horse artillery accompanying strong advanced bodies of cavalry without embarrassing, or retarding, their 
rapid marches and evolutions. ; 

Horse artillery was introduced into the usfrian army during the reign of Joseph J/., but it was not made a 
principal object, and remained in a state of imperfection. The cannoneers were transported upon the ridges ot 
covered caissons, stuffed in the attitude of men on horseback. These carriages were called Wurst-wagen. 

Some attempts were made in France to introduce the horse artillery before the revolution there; the subject, 
however, was not well understood; the general officers, who were present at the attempt, proposed to place the 
cannoneers, like the ustrians, on Wursts. 

In 1791, Mr. Duportail, Minister of War, authorized the commandant of the division of Mity to form two 
companies of horse artillery. ‘The success of this experiment was decisive, and answerable to the minister’s expec- 
tations. ‘The officers and men were in a few weeks in a condition to manceuvre with light t 

In 1792, Mr. Narbonne, who succeeded to Mr. Duportail, composed a committee of the most enlightened officers 
. the — , to examine and decide upon the means of improving and extending, in the French army, the use of 

orse artillery. 

As no better idea can be given of this new military arm, than what is reported of the result of this conference. 
the Secretary takes the liberty to introduce it. 

These officers resolved, as fundamental points— 

1. That a numerous horse artillery well served, and kept complete in cannoneers and horses, was the most certain 
mean to protect the evolutions of tooops snciperenty instructed, to support their attack with bayonets, and to render 
null, by positions seasonably taken and with celerity, the advantage which troops better disciplined, might confi- 
dently ee themselves from superiority in manceuvres. 

2. That with respect to the employment of this arm, the rules of service, instruction, &c. the horse artillery 
ought to differ from the field artillery only, in having its pieces so managed, as to be drawn with the utmost celerity 
wherever they can produce the — effect, and in the cannoneers being able to follow their guns, and commence 
action as soon as they are nery ar 

3. That to fulfil this object, it is more convenient to have the cannoneers all mounted on horses, than a part of 
them on wursts, because on horses they are less subject to accidents, their movement more rapid, their retreat more 
secure, and the replacing of horses easy. _ 

4. That without excluding any caliber, it appears pieces carrying balls of eight and twelve pounds, and howitzers, 
may be most advantageously onasered 

5. That it is unnecessary to discipline a horse artillerist in the manceuvres of cavalry; that this would be a de- 
parture, without utility, from the principal object; that it is enough for him to know to sit firm on his horse, to 
mount and descend quickly, and conduct him boldly; that it is not requisite to oblige him to preserve any order in 
following his piece, leaving it to his intelligence to learn, if he chooses, to execute the manceuvres of cavalry. 

6. That the manceuvre, & la prolonge, ought to be employed in every case in which it is practicable to use it. 
That the horses remaining attached while the pieces are firing, one gains thereby all the time which would be lost 
in removing or replacing the avant train, and thus one may pass fosses and rivers with the utmost celerity, and 
profit of positions. a : : 

7. That in order to form at once a requisite number of companies of horse artillery, without weakening the 
Pty regiments, it is sufficient to employ for every piece two skilful cannoneers, and to draw upon the infantry 

or the rest. 

On these principles the French have organized an establishment in their armies, from which they have derived 
the most important advantages in most, if not all their campaigns. 

The decisive agency of horse artillery in offensive war was manifested in the invasion of Belgium, by General 
Dumouriez, at the end of his campaign in 1792. ‘The affair of //aferloo is equally in point, as to its superiority in 
defensive operations. 

Whilst General Pichegru commanded the army of Flanders, four thousand cavalry, manceuvring with his horse 
artillery, sustained the immense effort of an army of thirty thousand men, supporting an artillery chiefly of a differ - 
ent kind, of at least triple the force of that opposed to it. 

Bonaparte, at the battle of Contigirae, after raising the siege of Mantua, having re-assembled several divi- 
sions of his horse artillery in a well chosen position, under General Domartin, broke, by their means, the Austrian 
line, and thus decided a victory upon which depended the most important consequences in his favor. 

It is also certain, that the horse artillery contributed not a little to gain the battle of Eétingen, where General 
Moreau, very inferior in cavalry, maintained, by its means, his left wing against the whole cavalry of the Arch 
Duke. The application of the horse artillery procured to General Hoche, upon the Rhine, in the late affair of 
Neuvied, like success. f \ 

The Arch Duke Charles, instructed by such events, has greatly augmented and improved this arm of the Aus- 
trian army. The English, also, have lately introduced horse artillery into their service, but, it is supposed, too 
sparingly to derive therefrom its full effect. 
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Can an agent, so superior in all offensive and defensive operations, and so vastly important from its nature, as 
well as Se me made of it by other nations, be dispensed with in the composition of our army, or neglected with 
impunit 

"The ‘author of a recent work, entitled ‘* Précis des événements militaires,”’ published in numbers at Hamburg, 
from which most of the aforesaid facts respecting this powerful military agent have been taken, observes, °* that it 
is become indispensable in all armies; it can accompany almost every where cavalry; it crosses rivers and morasses 
impassable to foot artillery; it thunders in mass and with great rapidity upon an unexpected point of attack; turns 
a body of the enemy; takes him in flank or rear; can perform the service of advance posts; of artillery position; of 
the rear guard; and, in fine, that of a corps of reserve, from which detachments may be made as wanted: it is free 
from the inconvenience ascribed to foot artillery, of retarding and restraining the manceuvres and marches of 
troops: the French have, therefore, already confined the use of foot artillery to the service of sieges, with the ex- 
ception of four pounders, which they have yet left attached to battalions.” 

Horse eee | would seem to be peculiarly recommended to the United States by the reflection, that all attacks 
on the sea-board must be made by an enemy, water borne from a distant country, who will consequently be ill 
provided with horses, whereas, the United States, having a knowledge of this agent, and resorting to their re- 
sources in horses, might be able to oppose a horse artillery so superior and so promptly, as to give decided advan- 
tages in attack or defence, and relieve their territory from being ravaged, or long possessed in any part of it. If the 
United States shall prevent an enemy from procuring the horses of the country, and shall maintain a superiority in 
this forcible arm, they will have little to fear from invaders, however powerful in infantry. ’ 

The two regiments of artillerists and engineers, as they now stand on the establishment, cost the United States 
four hundred and twenty-seven thousand five hundred and fifty three dollars and eighty cents annually. There 
will result from the proposed arrangement of these regiments, as will appear by Schedule A. a difference in time of 
peace of twenty thousand nine hundred and fifty-five dollars and thirty cents annually, which sum may be applied 
to the expenses of the Military Academy. ; : : 

When the preceding propositions are respectfully submitted, as essential to the improvement of our military 
establishment, it would be improper to overlook such other measures as may occur, and, it is believed, would conduce 
to perfect our preparations, for securing our rights. . ; 

The importance of the volunteer associations or companies, which may be accepted under ‘* An Act authorizing 
the President to raise a provisional army,”’ passed the 28th May, 1798, has heretofore been presented by the Secretary. 
They may be considered as a reserve body, from which prompt and efficient reinforcements can be drawn, to our 
regular army, and as pp and sapperting points, when completely organized into regiments, brigades, and divi- 
sions, for the militia, in all cases of great and comprehensive urgency or danger. 

A revision of the law respecting these valuable associations, is earnestly recommended. No other force being 
so economical, wiil it not be proper, in order to derive full and permanent utility from the volunteer companies 
in all hazardous conjunctures, that the power of the President to accept their patriotic offers of service should no 
pwd be confined to a limited period, and that the duration only of their engagements, after acceptance, should be 
defined by law. Can a time be fairly presumed to arrive, when we can have nothing to apprehend from either 
foreign or domestic enemies ? ; 

An omission in the law to provide the same compensation to the volunteer cavalry, for the use of their horses, 
that is allowed to militia cavalry, when in actual service, has been felt, with some sensibility, by the former, who 
were employed during the last insurrection in the same service with militia cavalry. It is, therefore, recommended 
that an appropriation be made for compensating the volunteer cavalry so employed, for the use of their horses, durin 
their service, at the same rates of allowance, which have been paid to the militia cavalry on the same service; ond 
that equal rates of compensation for the future shall be provided for both by law, for the use of their horses in actual 
service. 

The militia of the United States ought to be considered as an essential arm of our defence, and a sure resource 
from which reinforcements may be drawn to supply deficiencies in the regular army, in the event of a sudden inva- 
sion, or the wasting progress of a long war. . : 

To obtain their aid, however, with celerity and order, in such cases, other provisions are necessary than are to 
be found at present in the laws. 

The act of the 28th of February, 1795, authorizes the President, whenever the United States shall be invaded, or 
in imminent danger of invasion from any ——— nation or Indian,tribe, to call forth such numbers of militia of the 
state, or states adjoinin ; most convenient to the place of danger, or scene of action, as he may judge necessary to 
repel such invasion, and to issue his orders for the purpose to such officer or officers of the militia as he shall think 


proper. 

To give effect to this power, and enable the President to carry upon an enemy with promptitude the force nearest 
to, or best calculated to, annoy him, it is indispensable that he should know the number and species of militia in each 
county of a State, and the names and places of residence of their officers respectively. _ 

If these particulars are not precisely known to the President, at the time the force is wanted, the delay which 
must necessarily intervene in the circuitous course of orders and instructions, will often, if not always, be productive 
of disastrous consequences. To avoid these, the proper officer of the militia in each State should be obliged, by 
aw! Lape eg high responsibility, to make quarterly returns to the Department of War, comprehending the 
aforesaid particulars. 

The troops raised under, and comformably to the provisions of “ An act to augment the army of the United States, 
and for other purposes,” passed the 16th July, 1798, demand, at this time, particular attention. 

This additional force was to consist of twelve regiments of infantry, and six troops of cavalry, the latter 
intended, with the two troops of cavalry, heretofore, and now, in service, to form one regiment of cavalry. For the 
infantry, the officers have been pope and the recruiting service some time in operation. For the cavalry, the 
officers have also been appointed; but, to avoid the expense of this kind of troops, which is always much than 
that of any — of foot, the recruiting service has not been ordered, as yet, into operation, nor have been 
purchased, although preparatory measures have been taken. - ‘ 

For the twelve regiments of infantry, the enlistments amount as follows, according to the last returns which have 
been received by the department. _ 

From the fifth regiment, which is the first of the twelve, there has been no returns. 

Returned for the sixth regiment, enlisted in North Carolina, from August to December, 1799, viz: 134. 

For the seventh, enlisted in Virginia, from May to the first Monday in November, 1799, viz. 258. 

For the eighth, enlisted in Virginia, from May to October the Ist, 1799, viz. 424. 

For the ninth, enlisted in Maryland, from May to September the 17th, 1799, viz. 314. 

For the tenth, enlisted in Pennsylvania, from May to August the Ist, 1799, viz. 448. 

For the eleventh, enlisted in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, from April to the first Monday in Octe- 
ber, 1799, viz. 458. 

For the twelfth, enlisted in New York, from May to the first Monday in September, 1799, viz. 287, 

For the thirteenth, enlisted in Connecticut, from May to the first Monday in November, 1799, viz. 371. 

For the fourteenth, enlisted in Massachusetts, from May to the first Monday in November, 1799, viz. 327, 

For the fifteenth, enlisted in Massachusetts, Maine, from June to the first Monday in November, 1799, viz. 145. 

ig w sixteenth, eee in New Hampshire, from July to the first Monday in November, 1799, viz. 233, 

otal enlisted, 3,399. 
ly to the provisions of the act of the 16th July, 1798, all these troops have been, by the terms of their re- 
spective enlistments, en ** for and during the continuance of the existing differences between the United States 
and The, Seoretary toinks it to mention that, immediatel the accommodation of the existing 
retary thinks it necessary to men imm upon ion existing differ- 
ences aforesaid, the engagements of all these troops will expire, aad every man be entitled to demand his discharge. 
That, in consequence, if it shall be deemed expedient to keep up a peace establishment, more extended than here- 
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tofore, or any events should intervene to render a larger army indispensable, it will not be practicable to apply one of 
— to the same, who have already received a bounty, without are-enlistment, and the expense of a new 
unty. 

_ It is, therefore, thought advisable, that the terms of enlistment prescribed by the law be superceded by a provi- 
sion in future to enlist for the term of five years, if not sooner discharged. This modification leaves with the Presi- 
dent the power of reducing the numbers of the army at any time, to a prescribed establishment, and if the negotia- 
tions of our envoys to the French republic shall be successful, it will procure a number of men, who, without addi- 
tional expense, can be retained, if necessary, in service, for the period mentioned, a measure which appears equally 
recommended by its policy and economy. 2 

The Secretary has before observed, that if the United States shall prevent an enemy from procuring the horses 
of the country, and maintain a superiority in horse artillery, they will have little to fear from an invading enemy, 
however powerful in infantry. It certainly would be an important addition to our system of defence, was an arrange- 
ment devised, to deprive an enemy, as much as possible, after he had effected a landing upon our coast, of the means 
of subsistence, and especially to prevent him from possessing himself of horses, indispensable to the transport of his 
baggage, stores, and provisions, and for his artillery and cavalry. é ; 

An operation promising to be so efficient, and sanctioned by experience in other countries, will perhaps require, 
on the part of Government, a promise of indemnification to the individual, for the value of all stock and horses 
which may be removed in consequence of invasion, if not restored to their respective owners. a 

Provisions and restrictions, it is conceived, may be made, calculated to secure the public against frauds, and 
to encourage, at the same time, the aid of proprietors themselves in the execution of such a law. It should explicitly 
provide, that no compensation will ever be allowed for property of the kind described, destroyed either by the 
enemy, or by our own army, to prevent its falling into the hands of an enemy; in all cases, where it shall appear no 
— preparation or exertion had been made use of to remove it, and authorize the destruction of all stock, and 

orses in particular, left in an_ exposed situation, when necessary, to prevent their being useful to an enemy, or 
are against the armies of the United States. : 

e Government of a country, blessed with every convenience for an extensive foreign trade, and peopled with 
inhabitants distinguished for their commercial spirit, will, from the natural operation of circumstances, and the im- 
pulse given by its citizens, consider it a duty to prepare either gradually or promptly, as policy, interest, or neces- 
sity, may dictate, the means of affording protection to its property on the ocean. : 

We find accordingly the foundation of a navy already laid, and _ its advantages so far felt as to induce a belief 
its progress will be permitted to keep pace with the purposes for which it was instituted. This navy, however, which 
is ee intended to protect trade, will in its turn require to be protected, when in harbor, by suitable fortifica- 
tions. ithout a place of safety, to which it may retire from a superior fleet, the labors and resources of years 
may be destroyed in a single hour. 

he fortifications erected for the defence of our cities and harbors cannot yet be considered competent to afford 
this meee. Many new and extensive works, even at those places where the fortifications are advanced, will yet 
be required to render any of them a secure asylum for our navy. 

henever, therefore, the harbors in which our dock yards and great naval deposites are to be established, and 
to which our navy may retire in time of war or danger, shall be determined upon, it will be indispensable to mak e 
them impregnable, if possible, to an coomy- 

_ Schedule B will show the sums which have been appropriated and annually expended in fortifying our harbors, 
since the “ act to provide for the defence of certain ports and harbors in the United States,” pa: the 20th March, 
1794, and the balance remaining on the Ist October, 1799. 

: The Paymaster General of the Armies of the United States has been, agpesahty to the provision of the 15th sec- 
tion of ** an act for the better organization of the troops of the United States, and for other pepeeat quartered by 
direction of the late commander in chief, at the seat of Government, it being the station deemed most proper, to 
enable him to perform his functions with convenience, facility, and the least probable risk of the public moneys. 

The functions of this office are, by law, highly important: his trust is eminently responsible. All moneys for 
the pay of the armies pass through his hands, including military bounties, and the subsistence and forage of officers, 
and he is the auditor, in the first instance, of all accounts for such objects. ; 

The compensation provided for him is eighty dollars per month, with the rations and forage of a major. This 
compensation the Secretary conceives, not merely inadequate to remunerate the duties and responsibilities attached 
to the office, but insufficient for the decent support of a respectable character, and certainly none other should fill it. 

It is, therefore, respectfully suggested to increase the compensation to the Paymaster General of the Armies of 
the United States, and submitted whether it might not be attended with some beneficial effects to vest him with 2 
suitable brevet rank in the army. ; 

ularity, discipline, and, of course, the efficiency of all armies have always depended very essentially upon 

the system provided for their ee. mpressed with this conviction, the Secretary takes the liberty to bring 

into your view, “* the rules and articles for the better government of the troops raised, or to be raised, and kept in 

pa , by and at the expense of the United States of America.” This system contains many excellent provisions, 

ut experience has produced a pretty general wish among military men, that it could be submitted to a complete 
revision, as in many pape it is presumed to require amendments. ; 

This revision would be a very serious work, and there is reason to fear could not be undertaken, with a prospect 
of being speedily finished. Some things, however, can be done, which would be important improvements. 

A great obscurity envelopes the provisions of the existing articles, respecting the power to appoint or order 
general courts martial. One construction, by confining the power to the general or commander in chief only, is 
inconveniently narrow, and has occasioned too great delay, as well in instituting courts, as in giving effect to their 
. sentences. Another construction, which has been practised upon, (commandants of posts, as such, of whatever grade, 

having assumed the power of constituting general courts martial) is too much diffused, and would place in too many 
hands a trust no less delicate than important. ~ ae ws 

To attempt to attain the ay oy medium by a more exact legislative definition, of the characters who may exer- 
cise the — would perhaps be attended with difficulty, and might often not meet the new situations which are 
constantly occurring in the infinite combinations of military service. The expedient which has appeared most proper, 
is to give a peg me | authority to the President, to empower other officers, (than those the soundest interpreta. 
tion has decided to be designated by the articles of war, viz. generals, or those on whom a general’s command has 
coveiess) to appoint general courts martial, under such circumstances, and with such limitations, as he may deem 
advisable. 

The provisions which refer the determination on sentences extending to the loss of life, or the dismission of a 
commissioned officer in time of peace, to the President, must no doubt have frequently been attended with per- 
plexity to him, and are inconvenient, if not injurious to the service. It is scarcely possible, for any but the military 
commander, to appreciate duly the motives which, in such cases, demand severity, or recommend clemency. To 
this, an accurate view of all the circumstances of the army, in detail, is often necessary. The efficacy of punishment, 
when requisite in an army, depends much on its celerity, and must be greatly weakened by the unavoidable delay 
of a resort to the Executive: during which delay, the mischief it was intended to remedy, may, and sometimes most 
probably will, have happened. The reasons mentioned induce an opinion, that it is expedient to empower the com- 


manding general of an army, to decide upon, and command to be executed when proper, all sentences of genera! 
courts martial, except only such as respect a general officer. The responsibility of the commanding general to the 
President, and to his country, must ensure a discreet exercise of the required authority, and its utility is manifest. 
best mode of treating the crime of desertion has been an embarrassing investigation in most countries. 

To fix upon a punishment, that gives the surest promise of checking or preventing the evil, or which, when it does 
, in its application will be most analogous tv the generally received opinions of a country, and the habits ot 
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military life, is indeed difficult. The same punishment ought not, perhaps, to be applied to this crime, the most 
injurious to armies, and complicated in its nature, at all times and under all circumstances. 

To punish it with death in time of peace in all cases, would, in this country, do violence to the popular habits of 
thinking. Whipping is found to be ineffectual. Confinement to hard labor, it is supposed, will produce more 
beneficial results, and courts martial have, in their discretion, been lately much influenced by this belief. As, however, 
our soldiers are enlisted for given periods, when an engagement is nearly expired, confinement would be an inade- 
quate punishment, for it could not continue beyond the term of service, and although a soldier may be supposed to 
have fewer inducements to withdraw from an engagement which is near terminating, yet, it has sometimes happened, 
and may be expected in future, that men, under such circumstances, have been the sulkeee of combinations, to revolt, 
desert, and commit other crimes, consequently have been the most atrocious offenders; and it is known that they fre- 
quently have themselves deserted. To make this punishment, then, in time of peace, in all cases, commensurate with, 
and proportioned to, the crime, an auxiliary provision to extend the confinement and labor beyond the period of ser- 
vice the criminal had engaged for, would appear necessary. Such a provision would have a tendency to render the 
sentences of the courts less sanguinary. ‘ 

The Secretary by no means‘designs to suggest, that it would be an tod to abolish the punishment of death for 
desertion even in time of peace. He considers that in aggravated and complicated cases, it would always be proper, 
and that in time of war or civil commotion, it should always be applied to this crime. He also inclines to the opinion, 
that the power of pardoning ought never to be extended in any instance of desertion, or an attempt to desert to 
enemies or traitors. 

Connected with the perfection of our military establishment, is a code of well digested rules for the formations, 
field exercise, movements, and police, of the different species of troops arp our army. 

Major General Hamilton has, some time since, been specially charged with this work. As it was not, however, 
expected that so extensive an undertaking could be completed without a sub-division of labor, and the co-operation 
of various talents and experience, he informs, that he has assigned to Major General Pinckney an important 
portion of the task. ‘The execution, it is also understood, will require the aid of other and subordinate officers, for 
whose extra service a special compensation is suggested, as being agreeable to usage, and essential toa cheerful and 
mong performance of their duty. This, should it meet your approbation, demands no particular act of the Legis- 

ature. 

There is another point relative to the army, which he has made the subject of a recent communication to the 
Department of War, to which it may be proper to request attention. 

The General observes, that “‘ the detaching from their corps soldiers as servants to the various officers of the 
general staff is productive of material inconvenience, by withdrawing altogether, from military service, a considera- 
ble number of persons; and occasioning dissatisfactions to the commandants of corps, who never see their men re- 
moved without uneasiness, and are sometimes much disgusted by the selection of those whom they are anxious to 
retain. There is no doubt, he adds, that it would operate beneficially, if, after fixing the number of servants to which 
the several characters of the general staff should be entitled, they were to be allowed an equivalent in money, regu- 
lated by the cost of a soldier to the public, and were to be required to provide their own servants.” 

Should this measure be adopted, which is agreeable to an obsolete regulation of the old Congress, penalties may 
devised to secure a faithful execution, which, from the force of circumstances, would be very little liable to 
abuse. 

When treating upon military subjects, it may not be improper to give a general view of the positions of the 
existing regular force, composing the armies of the United States, conformably to a disposition of the same by your 
approbation, and that of the late commander in chief. | 

‘ by —_ regiments of infantry, and the two companies of cavalry, on the permanent establishment, are disposed 
of as follows: 

One regiment is assigned to the frontiers of Tennessee and Georgia. There are also in that quarter the two 
companies of cavalry. _ aid 

Phe three other regiments are distributed along the lakes irom Niagara to Michillimackinac, upon the Miami, 
Ohio, Mississippi, and Tombigbee. = ; 

There is also one battalion of the artillerists and engineers distributed with the aforesaid troops. 

This entire force is manifestly inadequate to the purposes it is intended to answer on our Northern, Western, 
and Southern frontiers. ‘ aes 

The twelve regiments of infantry now raising, have taken, or are to take, the following provisional positions, viz: 

Three of the twelve regiments of infantry in the vicinity of Providence river, near Uxbridge, Massachusetts. 

Three regiments in the vicinity of Brunswick, New Jersey. : 

Three regiments in the vicinity of Potomac, near Harper’s Ferry, Virginia. 

Three regiments in the vicinity of Augusta, above the Falls of Savannah. 

This disposition, it is conceived, combines considerations relative to the discipline and health of the troops with 
the economical supply of their wants. It has, also, some military aspects, in the first instance, tewards the securit 
of Boston and Newport; in the second, towards that of New York and Philadelphia; in the third and fourth, touatdo 
that of Baltimore, Charleston, Savannah, and the Sothern States generally, and in the third, particularly towards 
the reinforcement of the Western army. : : 

The residue of the two regiments of artillerists and engineers, except one battalion stated to be on our Northern, 
Western, and Southern frontiers, are stationed in our sea-board fortifications, from Portland, Massachusetts, to the 
St. Mary’s, Georgia. From these are to be drawn two battalions in succession for the army, when in the field, with 
a view to a course of regular instruction. ; 

Schedule C exhibits the actual force peacenting to the latest returns) of the four regiments of infantry, and twa 
companies of cavalry on the old establishment, and the two regiments of artillerists and engineers. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


War Department, 5th January, 1800. 
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A. 
Estimate of the Pay, Forage, Subsistence, and very SA a regiment of 4rtillerists and Engineers, on the 
; present establishment. 
. s . . 5 
| g |e] 8 | 4 Z = 
° a > r= 2 
E S 5 5 = 3 & 
gi} g |8) & | & ; 8 = 
o.: oO 
a. a o vu 2 £ x on 
>i p» |Pl # | 8 ts 33 . 
Pa a ° © = B 5} I z 
E fi = 3 3 yy = 
— S = o 
o te) 

1 Lieut. Colonel Commandant, | 75 $900 |$12| $144 6 po ES = 

4 Majors, - : - | 55 2,640 | 10 480| 16 5 Se . 

1 Adjutant, Including | 40 480| 6 72 2 = La SS 

1 Quartermaster, nei pay as | 40 480 | 6 72 2 2 es =m 

1 Paymaster, Lieutenants,| 40 480} 6 72 2 % of Lo 

1 Surgeon, - - - | 45 540'| 10 120 | 3 on $e a5 
2Surgeon’s Mates, - - | 30 720| 6 144; 4 “4 — 2 
16 Captains, = - ° - | 40 7,680 | - - | 120 = Se 2 
32 Lieutenants, . - | 30 11,520 | - - | @ = . « b 
32 Cadets, : - - | 10 3,840 | - — 2 pod | 5. 
4 Sergeant Majors, - - | 10 480 | - * fot 2 £8 S 
4 Quartermaster Sergeants, - | 10 480 | - a: Pl s £5 on 
64 Sergeants, - - -| 8 6,144 | - - | 64 = 22 S 
64 Corporals,  - - -| 7 5,376 | - - 64 Re .. = E 
1 Chief Musician, - -| 8 96 - ie. 2 1 3 = 4 
10 Musicians, - - -| 6 720; - - 10 2 s = 
128 Artificers, - - - | 10 15,360 | - - 192 “a a = 
768 Privates, - - -| 5 46,080 | - - 768 - = Sa 

a a a! = | $104,016 | - | $1,104 | 1,318 $81,781 90 $26,875 $213,776 90 
For two regiments of artillerists and engineers, - - - - - $427,553 80 


Estimate of the Pay, Forage, Subsistence, and Clothing, of a regiment of Artillery, on the proposed peace 
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1 Lieut. Colonel Commandant, | $75 $900 | $12 | $144 6 2 E<. is 
3 Majors, - . -| 55 1,980 | 10 360 12 pas 58 e 
1 Adjutant, Including | 40 480| 6 72 2 v4 Es S¢ 
1 rtermaster,> their pay as| 40 480| 6 72 2 fe EE S> 
1 Paymaster, Lieutenants,| 40 480 6 72 2 2-3 se ae 
1 Surgeon : - - | 45 540 | 10 120 3 ot oy Bs 
2 Surgeon's Mates, - -| 30 720 | 6 144 4 S Be 35 
12 Captains, - - -| 40 5,760 : ° 36 = ~ e 

24 Lieutenants, . -| 30 8,640} - a 48 & &§ 53 

24 Cadets, - - -| 10 2,880 - - 48 z Bad = 

3 Sergeant Majors, - -}| 10 360 - . 3 s £3 S 

3 Quartermaster Sergeants, -| 10 360 - - 3 z = E ¢ 

48 Sergeants, - - - 8 4,608 - - 48 | nod as) S 

48 Corporals, - : - 7 4,032 - - 48 | 3 ~ = 

1 Chief Musician, - -| 8 9%] - . 1 Ss pa = 

12 Musicians, - - : 6 864 : - 12; S — a 

130 Artificers, - - -}| 10 15,600 - - 195 | ~ Ss co 

650 Privates, . - - 5 39,000 - - 650 | 
For one regiment, <4 $87,780 - | $984 | 1,123 | $69,682 15 | $22,975 |$181,421 15 














For two regiments, - - - ; : - - $362,842 30 














1800.) MILITARY ACADEMY, AND REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 141 





Estimate of the Pay, Subsistence, and Forage, of * sraeeet corps of Engineers, including the Clothing for 
t ets. : 


















































é ¢ 3 = ze Ld 
E ‘ ge] > |S] we # 
e 5 mn o a a. i) Su; 0 . 
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pe Ae z = a 2§ 2 
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2 Lieutenant Colonels, -| $75| 1,800 |¢12 | $288 | 12 3 =e 
3 Majors, - : 2. 1,980 | 10 360 12 rie ns 
12 Captains, - - - 40 5,760 > - 36 o > 5 
48 Lieutenants, - - -| 30 17,280 - - 96 > 2 o 
24 Cadets, - - - 10 2,880 - - 48 
; $29,700 | - | e648 | - | $12,658 20] 750 |9$43,756 20 
Cost of two regiments of artillery, on the present establishment, for one year, $427,553 80 
Cost of two regiments, for one year, on the proposed establishment, 362,842 30 
Annual expense of the propesed corps of engineers, - - 43,756 20 
406,598 50 


$20,955 30 


Saving, in favor of the proposed establishment, - - 


B. 


Statement of moneys applied to the defence of certain ports in the United States, in pursuance of the act to provide 
for the oan of certain ports and te Boe in the United States, passed the 20th March, 1794, distinguishing 
the moneys expended in each year, from and after the passing the said act, upon the fortifications of harbor, 
to the 1st day of October, 1799. 












































| 1794. 1795. 1796. 1797. 1798. 1799. 
Portland, . m . ($1,275 41 |$1,791 00 |$1,369 00 |$1,068 25 |$1,200 00 |$4,264 06 | $10,967 72 
Portsmouth, . ° . | 1,615 80 | 2,266 00 316 00 ° . 1,000 00; . ° 5,197 80 
Salem, ; i .| 1,723 08] 100000; . . |]. . |.  . | 2,000.00 4,723 08 
Marblehead, . ‘ . | 1,963 78 | 2,011 68 | 1,508 87 114 84} . . | 6,000 00 11,599 17 
Gloucester, . > . | 2,258 39 | 1,000 00 | 1,280 27 . 4 d : : 4,538 66 
Boston, ‘i . A 496 27 | 1,342 50] . : ; é > , a ; 1,838 77 
Newport, ° ° . | 6,383 33 | 5,231 22 198 91 é 5,900 00 {50,000 00 67,763 46 
New London, : . | 5,437 36 | 1,144 73 | 20085] . . . | 7,520 00} 14,302 94 
New York, . ‘ . |13,737 73 |11,866 54 | 1,124 00 ° - |30,117 24 |30,116 18 86,961 69 
Philadelphia, . ‘ . | 9,187 86 | 6,658 00 | 14,991 31 |23,201 87 |51,365 44 |43,503 32] 148,907 80 
Baltimore, ° 6,086 49 | 6,922 09 | 2,802 23 | 2,347 41 |18,022 72 | 4,468 51 40,649 45 
Annapolis, . . . | 2,997 75 268 50; . ‘ ° ° : R ° . 3,266 25 
Norfolk, ; ; . | 9,019 52 | 7,873 95 | 1,286 23} 300000} . 402 00} 21,581 70 
Alexandria, . ‘ . | 3,728 36 | 1,208 00} . : , ‘ ’ ; : ‘ 4,936 36 
Cape Fear River and Ocracock, . | 4,275 02 | 5,334 49| 1,48095| . : | . 5,333 33} 16,373 79 
Beacon Island, ‘ . | 1,816 49) . 4 : a . ; - r : . 1,816 49 
Charleston, . ; . 110,471 94 {11,265 45 | 8,027 06 | 5,413 03 | 4,205 98 |11,500 00| 50,883 46 
Georgetown, . ° ‘ 250 00 573 54), .-. ° . ‘ . . ° 822 54 
Savannah, . ‘ . | 2,641 74 | 2,086 00] 333030; . . |. . |. ~ + | 8,058 04 
St. Mary’s, . ; . | 1,192 73 | 2,000 00 | 2,000 00; . . |. . | 2,000 00 7,192 73 
Remaining unexpended of the 512,381 90 
$620,000 appropriated by the se- 
veral acts of Congress, ore ‘ ° ‘ . ; , ‘ . , . . 107,618 10 
$620,000 00 
































C. 


Statement of the number of non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, in the two c ies of cavalry 
two regiments of mrtilleeiste and engineers, ie old regiments of infantry, taken from the last returns. 





Cavalry, é , > . ° é ; 116 
Artillerists, ; ; ‘ ‘ yy r ; ; 1,501 
Iniantry, ° 3 ‘ é ° ; . ‘ 1,812 

Total +] g eo - 2 . 3,429 
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6th Concress. ] No. 40. [ist Session. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 13, 1800. 


P War Department, January 31, 1800. 
IR: 

: I have the honor to submit, in compliance with your requisition, a few supplementary observations, and a 
view of the probable expense of the mili schools respectfully recommended to consideration in my report, com- 
municated to Congress, by a message dated the 13th instant, from the President of the United States. 

_ The report wy nip certain military schools as an essential mean, in conjunction with a small pent | esta- 
blishment, to prepare for, and perpetuate to, the United States, at a very moderate expense, a body of scientific offi- 
cers and engineers, adequate to any future exigency, qualified to discipline for the field, in the shortest time, the 
most extended armies, and to give the most decisive and useful effects to their operations. 

It is not conceived the United States will ever think it expedient to employ militia upon their frontiers, or to 
garrison their fortified places in time of peace, nor that ry! will be igo to place their reliance, for defence, 
against a foreign invading enemy, upon militia alone, but that they will, at all times, maintain a body of regular 
= ae with their ability to maintain them, and the necessity or policy that may demand such an 
es ment. 

To qualify and keep our citizens, in general, of suitable bodily ability, prepared to take the field against regular 
forces, would demand the most radical changes in our militia system, and such an uninterrupted series of training, 
discipline, and instruction, to be applied, as well to the officers as to the men, as comports with regular troops only, 
while in its results the measure would be found, on account of the loss to the community, occasioned by the abstrac- 
tion from labor or occupation, and direct cost, greatly to exceed in expense what would be required to support a — 
moderate military establishment. This position, which is thought to be a:sound one, does not bring into view the 
effects of the measure upon the morals, industry, and habits of the citizens. 

Practically considered, may we not as well calculate to be commodiously lodged, and have the science of build- 
ing improved, by employing every man in the community in the construction of houses, and by exploding from 
society, as useless, architects, masons, and carpenters, as expect to be defended efficiently from an invading enemy, 
by causing every citizen to endeavor to make himself master of the several branches of the art of war, and exciuding 

neers, scientific officers, and regular troops. aia mr 
ere is certainly, however, a system, as it respects our militia, which, if resorted to, and persevered in, may 
secure the utility of their services in times of danger, without much injury to the morals, or materially affecting the 
general industry of the nation. afer? ; i 

When the perfect order, and exact discipline, which are essential to regular troops, are contemplated, and with 
what ease and precision they execute the different manceuvres indispensable to the success of offensive or defensive 
operations, the conviction cannot be resisted, that such troops will always have a decided advantage over more nume- 
rous forces composed of uninstructed militia or undisciplined recruits. } 

It cannot yet be forgotten, that, in our Revolutionary war, it was not until after several years practice in arms, 
and the extension of the periods for which our soldiers were at first enlisted, that we found them at all qualified to 
meet in the field of battle those to whom they were opposed. The occasional brilliant and aly oanies acts of 
some of our militia, during that eventful period, detract nothing from this dear bought truth. With all the enthu- 
siasm which marked those days, it was perceived, and universally felt, that regular and eo troops were 
indispensable, and that it was utterly unsafe for us to trust to militia alone the issue of the war. ‘The position, there- 
fore, is illustrated, that, even in times of the greatest danger, we cannot give to our militia that degree of discipline, 
or to their officers that degree uf military science, upon which a nation may safely hazard its fate. __ 

The great man who conducted the war of our Revolution was continually compelled to conform his conduct to 
the circumstances growing out of the experimental lessons just mentioned. What was the secret of his conduct? 
Must it be told? It may, and without exciting a blush or uneasy sensation in any of his surviving companions in 
arms. He had an army of men, but he had few officers or soldiers in that army. Both were to be formed, which 
could not be effected in a single campaign, or while his regiments were continually returning home, and, like the 
waves of the sea, each in their turn lost in the abyss, and succeeded by new ones. It was not till after he was fur- 
nished with a less fluctuating and more stable kind of force, that he could commence, with a prospect of advantage, 
military instructions, or enforce the ordinances of discipline; and, even then, he felt that time and instructors were 
required to render his labors useful, and enable his army to meet the enemy upon any thing like equal terms. Are 
we to profit by, or is this experience to be lost to our country? ; : 

The art of war, which gives to a small force the faculty to combat with advantage superior nnmbers, indifferently 
instructed, is subjected to mechanical, geometrical, moral, and oo rules; it calls for profound study; its theory 
is immense; the details infinite; and its principles rendered useful only by a y adaptation of them to all the cir- 
cumstances of place and ground, variously combined, to which they may be applicable. Is it possible for an officer 
of militia to obtain a competent knowledge of these things in the short space his usual avocations will permit him to 
devote to their acquisition? Is it possible for any officer, having pr a knowledge of these details, this theory, 
and these principles, to carry them into useful practice with a handful of militia, in the few days in each year allot- 
ted by law to trainings and exercises? Is that perfect subordination and obedience of men to their officers, and of 
each inferior to his superior officer, through all the grades of rank from the corporal up to the commander in chief, 
which forms a vital principle essential to the energy and force of armies, to be acquired by, or communicated to, a 
body of militia organized and trained according to our laws? And does it consist with a humane and enlightened 
policy to march men so imperfectly instructed and disciplined, unless in cases of the last extremity, against veteran 
troops, ( where this principle ~ = in full activity ) commanded by skilful and scientific officers? Admitting, however, 
that militia officers, during the few months the law permits their corps to be retained in actual service, could render 
their men, by incessant instruction, capable of fulfilling the object of their destination; pets as that advantage is but 
momentary, as these borrowed instruments must be quickly returned to the depot which furnished them, as new 
ones must be resorted to, and successively instructed, what can be expected from such a system, but perpetual inco- 
herence between the means and the end, and certain shipwreck to the best connected and combined military projects. 
This, to be sure, is the old story—it cannot, however, be too often repeated, because it can never be refuted. 

The secret of discipline, and the importance of military science, were well known to those ancient Governments 
whose generals and troops have filled the world with the speneer of their victories. According to Scipio, nothing 
contributed to the success of enterprises so much as skill in the individual officers. The severity of the Roman 
discipline is well understood, and the estimation in which it was held by Cesar. Livy has observed, that science 
does more in war thanforce. Vegetius, that it is neither numbers nor blind valor which ensures victory, but that it 

nerally follows enya ont science in war. Machiavel, who has written upon military —, a so much 

pendence on an exact discipline and military science, as to efface from his list of great generals all those who with 
small armies did not execute great things: but to the committee it is unnecessary to repeat the authorities of gene- 
rals and writers of the first reputation, to show the high importance attached to military science and discipline in all 
ages of the world, or resort to history for evidence of its effects. ‘They must be well acquainted with the facts, and, 
no doubt, will give them their due weight, in ae the subjects now before them. 

There is, however, an authority, so much in point relative to the essentiality of the institution in question, that 
1 cannot fo to mention it. 
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The Marshal de Puisegur, who has left an excellent treatise on the art of war, the result of his experience, ob- 
serves: , 
** [ have been, perhaps, at as many sieges as any of those in service, and in all sorts of grades; as subaltern, I have 
commanded troops and working parties in a siege; as major, I have conducted ‘to the trenches and posts to which 
they were destined, troops and laborers; I have been major of brigade, marshal de camp, and lieutenant general: 
however, as I have not learned fortification, my practice has not enabled me to er in conducting attacks, 
so that I should be obliged to suffer myself” to be instructed in many things by the lights of en rs, their practice 
being founded upon principles which are known to them, an advantage I have not in this branch of war.” 
is is the candid acknowledgment of a man who had served sixty years in the army; who had learned the mili- 

try art under a father; that, in forty years'service, had been present at two hundred sieges; and who had himself 

sed through all the military grades, and arrived from an inferior to a superior rank, but after having deserved 
each successive promotion by some distinguished action. | 

A slight attention to circumstances, and the actual position of our country, must lead to the conviction, that a 
well connected series of fortifications is an object of the highest importance to the United States, not only as these 
will be conducive to the general security, but as a mean of lessening the necessity, and consequently the expense of 
a large military establishment. : 

By strongly oe our harbors and frontiers, we may reasonably expect, either to keep. at a distance the 
calamities of war, or render it less injurious when it shall happen. It is behind these ponderous masses only, that a 
small number of men can maintain themselves, for a length of time, against superior forces. Imposing, therefore, 
upon an enemy, who may have every thing to transport across the Atlantic, the necessity of undertaking long and 
hazardous sieges, increases the chances against his undertaking them at all, or, if he does, in despite of such circum- 
stances, _— to us the time he must consume in his operations, to rally our means to a point, and unite our 
to resist him. 

We must not conclude, from these brief observations, that the services of the engineer is limited to’constructing, 
connecting, consolidating, and keeping in repair fortifications. This is but a single branch of their. profession, 
though, indeed, a most important one. Their utility extends to almost every department of war, and every descrip- 
tion of general officers, besides embracing whatever respects public ry roads, bridges, canals, and all such 
works of a civil nature. I consider it, therefore, of vast consequence to the United States, that it should form in its 
own bosom, and out of its own native materials, men qualified to place the country in a proper posture of defence, 
to infuse science into our army, and give to our fortifications that degree of force, connexion, and perfection, which 
can alone counterbalance the superiority of attack over defence. 5; 

With these advantages in prospect, is it not incumbent upon us to hasten, with all reasonable diligence, the com- 
mencement and completion of an institution essential to realisethem. And are expenditures, which give such valu- 
able results, to be otherwise viewed than as real economy? _ It is a well known fact, that England had neither native 
— nor engineers before the time of the Duke of Cumberland, and till after she established military 
schools. 

I shall now, having respectfully submitted these observations, present an estimate of the expense of the military 
schools, which it appears to me ought to be immediately instituted. 

Agreeably to the plan of the Military Academy, the directors thereof are to be officers taken from the army, con- 
sequently no expense will be incurred by such appointments. . 

he _ also contemplates that officers of the army, cadets, and non-commissioned officers, shall receive instruc- 
tion in the academy. As the rations and fuel which these are entitled to in the army, will suffice for them in the 
academy, no additional expense will be required for these objects of maintenance while there. 

The expenses of servants, and certain incidental charges relative to the police and administration, may be defrayed, 
by those who shall be admitted, out of their pay and emoluments. 3 

According to the plan contemplated, fifty officers, cadets, or non-commissioned officers, may be annually in- 
structed in the Fundamental School, and an equal number in the School of Artillerists and Engineers; the only 
schools which it is deemed expedient to bring into operation. ns ; 

To instruct these may require, when both schools are in full activity, the following professors, viz: 








In the Fundamental School. 
2 Professors of mathematics, at 800 dollars per annum, and two rations per day, - $1,848 20 
2 do. eography and natural philosophy, - - - - 1,848 20 
1 Professor of chemistry, - - - - - - - 924 10 
1 Designing and drawing master, - : - - - : 724 10 
5,344 60 
In the School of Artillerists and Engineers. 
1 Professor of mathematics, at 800 dallars per annum, and two rations per day, - 924 10 
1 do. eography and natural philosophy, - - - - 924 10 
1 do. chemistry, - - - - . - - 924 10 
1 do. architecture, - - : - se - 924 10 
2 Designing and drawing masters, at 600 dollars per annum, and two rations per day, 1,448 20 
5,144 60 


Total, $10,489 20 


The cost of the buildings for these two schools, as the one or the other of the annexed plan shall be adopted, will 


be, viz: 
Plan by John Foncin, Engineer. 
For the Fundamental School, - - = - - - 
The School of Artillerists and Engineers, supposed to cost an equal sum, - - 


19,423 00 
- 19,423 00 


$98,046 00 


—_——_—_——_— 


Plan by B. H. Latrobe, Civil Architect and Engineer. 


For the Fundamental School, - : - : - - 40,000 00 
The School of Artillerists and Engineers, supposed to cost an equal sum, = - - - 40,000 bs 
$80,000 00 


It may be proper to remind the committee, that no appropriation for the School of Ragueete and Artillerists will 
‘le required perhaps these two years, or till after the completion of the Fundamental School. 

e Secretary takes occasion also to mention, that the laws have already made roriten for four teachers or pro- 
f£ssors to the artillerists and engineers, at a salary of eighty dollars per month, and two rations per day, which may 
de considered equivalent to four thousand three hundred and thirty-six dollars and forty-six cents per m; and 
that the act — for raising and organizing a corps of artillerists and engineers, passed the Sth May, 1794, 

e duty o 


makes it * f the Secretary of War to provide, at the public expense, under such regulations as shall be 
directed by the President of the United States, the necessary books, instruments, and apparatus, for the use and 
benefit of the said corps.” ' 
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According to the plan and estimate of the buildings by Mr. Foncin, the two schools will cost thirty-eight thou- 


sand eight hundred and forty-six dollars. 
According to the plan and estimate by Mr. Latrobe, the two schools will cost eighty thousand dollars. 
The modification of the two regiments of artillerists and engineers will liberate twenty thousand nine hundred 


and fifty-five dollars annually. * 

The establishment of the two schools will liberate the salaries of the four teachers before mentioned, or four 
thousand three hundred and thirty-six do!lars annually. . 

The books, apparatus, and instruments, directed to be provided for the use of the artillerists and engineers, are 
considered as an adequate offset for the books, apparatus, and instruments, required for the use of the schools; 
consequently, no charge has been stated in the estimate for these objects. 

If, therefore, we oppose the sums thus annually liberated, to the annual salary of the professors, and original 
cost of the buildings; whichever of the plans is adopted, we shall find.the measure propeeed, viewed merely in the 


light of an operation of finance, to result in a considerable saving to the United States. 
An individual would think it a good bargain to receive twenty-five thousand two hundred and pin ee dol- 


lars, annually, the sum liberated, and to give, in lieu thereof, ten thousand four hundred and sixty-six dollars, an- 
nually, the salary of the professors, and a principal sum, equal to the cost of the buildings. In other words, he 
would receive fourteen thousand seven hundred and twenty-five dollars, annually, which is equivalent, at six per 
cent. to a capital, or principal, of two hundred and forty-five thousand four hundred and sixteen dollars; a sum 
greatly exceeding the estimated cost of the buildings, upon either estimate. 

The committee, while they perceive that the seed, which it is now proposed to sow, is to yield a future harvest, 
will, at the same time, justly appreciate the various beneficial consequences which must result from the immediate 
adoption, and the striking inconveniences, and danger, to be apprehended from a postponement of the measure. 

Whether our country is to be plunged into a war, or enjoy, for a length of time, the blessings of peace, and in- 
terior tranquillity; whether the portentous events which have afflicted Europe, and, in their progress, threatened 
the United States, are to subside into a settled state of things; whether the blessings of peace, and the customary 
relations, among the transatlantic powers, are to take place, or, hostilities shall be continued, protracted, and ex- 
tended, beyond their present limits—in either view, it is equally a suggestion of policy, and wisdom, to improve our 
means of defence, and give as much perfection as possible to such establishments as may be conceived essential to 
the maintenance of our rights, and security from insults. 

The unavoidable collisions growing out of trade, and the reciprocal restrictions of great commercial states; the 
apprehensions and jealousies natural to powers possessing contiguous territory; the inefficacy of religion and morality, 
to control the passions of men, or the interest and ambition of nations; the impossibility, at times, for governments 
to adjust their differences, or preserve their rights, without making sacrifices more to be dreaded than the hazards 
and calamities of war—all these considerations, illustrated by volumes of examples, teach the soundness of the 
axiom, si vis pacem para bellum. And what time more proper to prepare’ the materials for war, than a time of 
peace, or more urgent, than that in which a nation is threatened with war. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient servant 
JAMES McHENRY, Secretary of War. 


Harrison G. Oris, Esq. Chairman of the Committee of Defence. 








[1st Session. 


No. 41. 


6th Concress. } 





APPOINTMENT AND EMOLUMENTS OF CERTAIN STAFF OFFICERS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FERUARY 21, 1800. 


Mr. Dwicur Foster, from the committee of claims, to whom was referred the petition of Campbell Smith, made 
the following report: 


That the object of this petition is to obtain compensation for his services as “* Judge Marshal and Advocate 

General to the legion of the United States,” from the 16th of July, 1794, until the 13th of uly. 1796; and as an ex- 

tra aid-de camp to Brigadier General Wilkinson, from the 12th of August until the 5th of December in the same 
year 1794, and from the 16th of January, in the year 1796, until the 31st of December —— ; 

t to the last mentioned claim for services as extra aid-de-camp, ao a oy that during the whole 

ine of the army, and, as 


With res 
of the period in which it is stated he acted in that capacity, Mr. Smith was an officer in the r, and, 
such, in the receipt of his pay and emoluments; and, considering that almost the whole of the same period is in- 


cluded within the term wherein it is understood he acted as Judge Advocate, the committee are of opinion, it would 


not be proper that any further or additional compensation should be made to him as an extra aid-de-cam j 
With respect to the other part of the petitioner’s claim to compensation as Judge Advocate, &c., the committee 


find, that, on the 16th of July, 1794, General Wayne, then commanding the troops of the United States,'did, by his 
eral orders of that date, give notice that the petitioner was ‘‘ap arshal and Advocate General to 
—— of the United States, and that he was to be considered and respected accordingly;” and that the peti- 

tioner did accept the same appointment, and did discharge the duties thereof 2# stated in his petition. 
Sundry documents tending to eluci 

as a part of this report. , ; / 4, a a 
Upc due and attentive consideration of the subject, the yey are of opinion, that the petitigner is justly 

othe following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the proper accounting officers of the treasury liquidate and settle the account of Campbell Smith. 

for his services as Judge Advocate to the Legion of the United States, while he acted in that capacity, under an ap- 
ntment made by General Wayne, on the 16th of July, 1794; and that he be allowed such pay and emoluments 


en inted Judge M 
the 
date the nature and extent of his ciaiy are hereunto subjoined, and submitted 
pon a 
entitled to relief, and therefore recommend to the House to agr’ 
for said services, as are allowed by law te officers acting in that capacity. 


War Department, 5th February, 1800. 


Sr: 
I iance with th t contained in your letter of this date, I transmit, for the information of ‘the com- 
Fan nepins of ull eceenese ane "claim of Lieutenant Campbell Smith. 


mittee of claims, copies of all the papers in my possession, relative to the c 


I have the honor to be, sir, obedient t, 
ve the honor sir, your lent servan JAMES McHENRY. 
Hon. Dwient Foster, Chairman of the Committee of Claims. 
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Puitapetpata, 10th February, 1798. 


Sir: ? : : , ee 
lative to the claim of Lieutenant Smith, who was appointed Judge Advocate to the army, by the commanding 
officer presen Wilkinson, in general orders, and who ote me bobs rs it is —s me, rendered services in —- 
i United States, it is my opinion he is equitably enti compensation for those services. ‘Thou 
capacity,to the Cm i ia th inting che Judge Advocate, as I have seen no 


Wilkinson does not, in my opinion, possess the power of a i : 
oat Cs comer vesting sack power in him, yet as the President of the United States, with the advice of the Senate, 


has omitted to make the appointment, which omission has been supplied by the commanding officer for the good of the 
public service, I think the Judge Advocate should be paid for his services, as in any other case not expressly pro- 
vided for by law, where in justice compensation is due from the United States. For, adjusting the quantum pay- 
able to Lieutenant Smith for his services as Judge Advocate, no better rule can be suggested, than the allowance 
fixed by law to this office; and the contingent fund appears to me to be the proper fund for paying this claim. 

These principles apply to the case of Lieutenant Webb of the cavalry, who, formerly a — of the cavalry and 
deranged, took the command of a company of cavalry by the orders of General Wayne, when there was no other 
officer holding a —- where the company was. He ought to be paid as captain during the period of this ex- 
traordinary service out of the contingent fund. : ‘ 3 ‘ 

The chaien of Major Cushing is distinguishable from each of the former, as he was appointed Brigade Major and 
Inspector by General Wilkinson, who ought not to have appointed a field officer to either of these offices, but was 
directed by law to appoint to these offices out of the captains and subalterns of the line. Yet as these services were 
necessary, and were rendered, the United States owe a compensation to Major Cushing, which I think may also be 
paid out of the contingent fund, rather than he should go unpaid. 


I ir, most respectfully, your obedient servant 
ia er ne ; CHARLES LEE. 


To the Secretary of War. 
New York, October 25, 1799. 


R: , é " , 
” Lieutenant Campbell Smith has made a representation to me, on the subject of some claims which he has 
pending in the Accountant’s office, and has requested the interposition of my opinion. — 

Thinking it due to him as an officer now under my command, I trouble you with this letter. 

He states that he has claims of two kinds: one for services rendered for more than two years as Judge Advocate, 
previous to the law authorizing that appointment, another for the legal emoluments of the office, in virtue of an ap- 
pointment of the commanding Cinwte , on the cases of that law; that having been absent in consequence of ill health, 
induced by a severe wound received in the service, obstacles have occurred to the allowing of the compensation during 
the term of such absence; that the Attorney General has given an opinion, that the appointment was a regular one 
under the law, and that he understands this opinion to have been heretofore acted upon by your department. 

Upon these data I submit my ideas. ? 0 

I consider it to be a principle sanctioned by usage, that when an officer is called to exercise in a permanent way 
an office of skill in the army, (such as that of Judge Advocate,) for which provision is not made by law, he is to re- 
ceive a quantum meruit, by special discretion, for the time he officiates, which in our present system would be paid 
out of the fund for the contingencies of the War Department. 


This applies to the first claim. —__ je Oe : 
As to the second, this is my opinion—that, connie, the appointment as regularly made under the law, the 
i 


emoluments continue of course, until the office has been abdicated or superseded, the non-exercise of it for any pe- 


riod to the contrary notwithstanding. : , P ; 
In the situation in which Lieutenant Smith was placed by his wound, he would seem entitled even to a liberal 


application of this rule of right. i ; 
With great respect and esteem, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
A. HAMILTON. 


The Secretary of War. 
War Department, 12th November, 1799. 


Sir: 

I received your letter of the 25th ultimo at Trenton, when the business of the office had closed there, and 
preparations were making to return to the seat of Government. ‘ i 

is letter relates to claims against the United States, for services rendered by Lieutenant Campbell Smith, 
which are stated to be of two kinds: Ist. For services as Judge Advocate for more than two years previous to the 
law authorizing that appointment. 2d. For the legal emoluments of the office of Judge Advocate, in virtue of an ap- 
pointment of the commanding General, on the basis of that law. ; 

The first claim I am not sufficiently informed respecting. No general or special order of pepeespent appears 
upon the files of the office. No certificates are presented to show that the duties of the office of Judge Advocate were 
permanently performed. The circumstances on which its equity is grounded are not before me. If the appoint- 
ment was not permanent, but applied only to particular cases, and not to all, and did not oblige to perform the 
duties of the office at every military court, or at least every general court martial, held at or near the army where 
the officers served, I should apprehend no precedent authorizes the claim, and that its allowance would introduce a 
train of inconveniences; for, would not every officer who has acted, or shall act, in the same capacity on any mili- 
tary court, and how many have done and are daily doing so, become likewise entitled to the same measure of com- 
pensation, for the time he performed, or shall perform, the same duties? In such case, the whole amount of claims 
equally founded, I can form no estimate of. 

As, however, no law sanctions this claim, as to do so would be contrary to past and present practice, unless the 
duties said to have been enjoined by the appointment were obligatory, permanent, and general; as no expectations 
have ever been indulged by other officers, whe have heretofore or lately acted on military courts in the same office, 
and the balance of the claim, if for temporary services, would introduce serious inconvenience, I think proper to de- 
cline having any thing-to do with it. 2 

If, on the other hand, the appointment was intended _ to be permanent, and to enjoin general duties applicable to 
all military courts, held at or near the army with which this officer served, although I should then think the claim 
equitably founded, for compensation for the time services were performed under it, » Fels as the appointment was not 
provided for, and no law established the office, I incline to suppose a legislative allowance would be most regular 
and conformable to the course heretofore pursued in simliar cases, of which Captain Lewis’s claim as volunteer aid 
is an instance. ‘ 

The second claim is for the iegal emoluments of the office of Judge Advocate, in virtue of an ppeeintantes of the 
commanding officer, on,the basis of a law authorizing the appointment, relative to which you say it has been stated to 
you. The Attorney General has given an opinion that the appointment was a regular one, under the law, and that 
this opinion is understood to have been heretofore acted upon ix this department, but that Lieutenant Smith having 
been absent in consequence of ill health, induced by a severe wound in the service, obstacles have occurred to the 
allowing of the compensation, during the term of such absence. : ae . 

. epee on the statement made to er as your data, you give your, opinion on the second claim as follows, 
viz: “ Considering the appointment as regu arly made under the law, the emoluments continue-of course, until the 
office has been abdicated or superseded, the non-exercise of itjfor any period to the contrary notwithstan ng.” 

It will be proper to go into some detail respecting the second claim, and to show you that the opinion of the At- 
torney General by no means establishes the appointment of Lieutenant Smith, by the commanding General, on the basis 
of the law authorizing the appointment of a Judge Advocate as regular, but the contrary. It, however, considers 
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Lieutenant Smith, under all circumstances, as equitably entitled to compensation, for the services he had actually 
rformed as Judge Advocate, although under an irregular appointment, and recommended the allowance, fixed by 
aw, to this office as the best rule for the compensation, and the contingent as the proper fund out of which it should 


be paid. J 

When this claim was nted to me, I transmitted it, with those of two other gentlemen similarly circum- 
ganaee, & the Attorney General, and requested his opinion. A copy of this opinion, dated the 10th February, 1798, 

now enclose. 

On the 12th F I wrote to the Accountant, ‘* I enclose the opinions of the Attorney General of the United 
States, on the claims o Lieutenant Campbell Smith, Lieutenant Webb, and Major Cushing. I concur in them.” 

Reterring to the Accountant’s office, I find that ‘Lieutenant Smith was settled with, upon the principles of, and 
agreeably to, the rule recommended by the Attorney General’s opinion, from the first of March, 1797, to the 30th 
0 il, 1798. 

is comseqnines of a subsequent application, as I must suppose, by the same officer, referred to me by the Ac- 
countant, I wrote to the latter on the 26th of October, 1798—** Lieutenant Campbell Smith is considered, upon the 
principles of an opinion of the Attorney General, dated 10th sews a | last, copy of which was transmitted to your 
office, to be entitled to all the emoluments attached to the office of “7° Advocate, for such time only as he was 
actually Kyo tact Brigadier General Wilkinson, or by orders from the Secretary of War, since the 30th Apri! 

ast, in that capacity. 

When I aoe thus, I knew Lieutenant Smith had been employed specially, by a warrant directed to him as 
Judge Advocate pro hac, on the trial of Lieutenant Parmele, and intended to avoid any expression which could 
be construed into a confirmation of his appointment to the office of Judge Advocate generally, and to confine his 
compensation to the time strictly for which he officiated in the capacity of Judge Advocate. No settlement was, how- 
ever, made with him, after that which allowed him compensation to the 30th April: he probably declined any settle- 
ment other than one under his appointment by the General, and giving to him monthly emoluments.” 

An act to amend and repeal in part the act entitled ** An act to ascertain and fix the — establishment of 
the United States,” passed the 3d March, 1797, “ Provides, section 2d. That there shall be one Brigadier General, 
who may choose his Brigade Major and Inspector from the captains and subalterns in the line, (to each of whom 
there shall be allowed the monthly pay of twenty-five dollars in addition to his pay in the line, and two rations ex- 
traordinary per day, and whenever forage shall not be furnished by the public, to ten dollars per month in lieu thereof;) 
that there shall be one Judge Advocate, who shall be taken from the commissioned officers of the line, and shall be 
entitled to receive two rations extra per day, and twenty-five dollars per month, in addition to his pay in the line. 
and whenever forage shall not be furnished by the public, to ten dollars per month in lieu thereof. 

It will be perceived, that the section of the law cited gives an express permission to the Brigadier General, to 
choose his Brigade Major and Inspector, but is silent respecting the appointment of the Judge Advocate, which is 
therefore conceived to rest in the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The second clause 
of the second section of article second ot the constitution, among other powers vested in the President, gives that, 
by and with the advice aforesaid, of appointing ‘‘all other officers of the United States,{whose appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law. But the Congress may by law vest the ap- 
pointment of such inferior officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads 


of department.” 


It is proper to add that the nomination to the Senate of an officer to act in the capacity of Judge Advocate Gen- 
eral, was declared from a conviction that the dispersed situation that the troops had or would assume, was incom- 
patible with the attainment of much utility from such an officer, and that the same cause produced my disinclination 
ts give any countenance to an expectation of permanent emoluments, under what I consider an irregular appoint- 


Ment. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


JAMES McHENRY. 
Major General A. Hamutron. 
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OFFICERS APPOINTED UNDER THE ACT OF JULY 16, 1798, ‘“*TO AUGMENT THE ARMY 
OF THE UNITED STATES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, APRIL 17, 1800. 
Gentlemen of the Senate: 


In conformity with your request, I transmit you a return, from the War Office, of those officers who have 
been appointed under the act, entitled “* An act to augment the army of the United States, and for other purposes,” 
designating such officers who have accepted their appointments, and those who have declined accepting, resigned 
their commissions, died, &c. : 

A report from the Secretary of War, which accompanied this return, as it contains observations which may 
throw some light upon the subject, [ transmit with it. ° 
JOHN ADAMS. 


Unrrep States, April 17, 1800. 


War Department, April 15, 1800. 


The Secretary of War, in obedience to the directions of the President, agreeably to a resolution of the Senate. 
“ That the President of the United States be requested to direct the proper officer to lay before the Senate a return 
of all the officers who have been appointed under the act, entitled ‘An act to augment the army of the United States, 
and for other purposes,’ designating such officers who have accepted their eopertnents, and those who may have 
declined accepting, or seugnes their commissions,” has the honor to report the information required : 

The Secretary respectfully takes the present occasion to mention, that there are a number of vacancies of the 
office of second lieutenants in the four old regiments of infantry, and to suggest, that it might be desirable, upon 
the disbanding of the twelve additional regiments, to fill these vacancies with the most deserving of the debended 
lieutenants. ‘Chis measure would be particularly gratifying to such of the gentlemen contemplated, as look towards 
the military as a permanent profession, while it would carry into the old regiments, whatever military knowledge 
they may have already acquired. But it is proper also to observe, such necessary organs to companies and regiments 
as second lieutenants, can never long be dispensed with without injury to the service. 
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The Secretary takes the liberty to represent also, that there are a number of vacancies in the twelve additional 
regiments of infantry, occasioned by resignations and other incidents, to which the officers next in succession expect 
to be promoted, and that the uncertain duration of this force, and a principle gf economy, has heretofore prevent- 
ed the woaviey from proposing to the President, in the usual manner, to fill such vacancies by appointments. 

e 


As a general rule, i 
not liable to special objection, is considered 
promotion of all officers who stand below him. 


officer next in grade is entitled to a vacant post, and delay in promoting him to it, when 
to be a violation of his right.’ It also prevents the rise or advance to 


Delay in permitting promotions to vacancies has injurious effects. The officers who are now kept out of their 
rights believe, that they suffer from the influence of a parsimonious spirit in the Government, and this has a strong 
tendency to disgust them with the service of their country. For, notwithstanding the officers of the twelve regi- 


ments are at least generally informed of the uniform 


ractice of the Department of War, when an officer is ad- 


vanced to a grade to which he is next in order, and entitled to date his commission on the day the vacancy occurred, 
and that he is always i from the date of his commission, which is grounded upon the principle that the officer 
w 


next in succession is 


ays called upon the moment a vacancy happens, to do the same duty as the officer who be- 


fore filled it; yet they consider their military career as of uncertain duration, and feel a well grounded apprehen- 


sion that, if they 


never receive a new commission, the pay and emoluments of a higher e will never attach 


to them, although now actually doing the duty of a higher grade. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 


JAMES McHENRY. 


Return of the ers who have been appointed under the act, entitled “ An act to augment the Army of the United 
States, and for other purposes,” designating such officers who have accepted their appointments, and those who 
have declined accepting, resigned thar commissions, died, §c. 


Lieutenant General. 
George Washington, (dead.) 
Major Generals. 


Alexander Hamilton, Jnspector General, 
Charles Cotesworth Pinc ney, 
Henry Knox, declined. 


Brigadier Generals. 


John Brookes, declined, 

Jonathan Dayton, do. 

William M she age 

William North, 4djutant General. 


Cavalry. 
John Watts, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 
Majors. 


Soloman Van Rensselaer, 
John Tayloe, declined. 


Captains. 


Richard Willing, 

Benjamin Williamson 
Laurence Lewis, declined, 
John B. Armistead, 

William Spencer, 

Charles F. Mercer, declined, 
James Burn, 

James N. Ball. 


First Lieutenants. 


Robert Gray, 

George Washin igton Craik 
rge Was m Craik, 

Laurence Washington, 

Charles F. Mercer, declined, 

Richard Tilghman. 


Second Lieutenants. 


William C. Rogers, 
Alexander M’Comb, Jr. 
Charles Tutt, 

George Washington P. Custis, 
Carter B. Fontaine, 

Richard Cook, resigned, 

* Archibald Lee. 


FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


* John Smith, Zieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


Majors. 


* James Armstrong, 
* Henry M. Rutledge. 


Captains. 
William a ce ng 
Fleming Wooldridge, 
* John Kershaw, 
* James Hartley, 
* Paul Thompson, 
* Benjamin’ ly, 
* William Simons, declined, 
* Benjamin Fossin Trasier, 
* Noah Kelsey, 
* Zecharia Nettles, 
* John Mitchell. 


First Lieutenants. 


John Jameson, 
Charles Kilgore, 
* John Brown, 

* Charles = 
* William Taylor, 

* Josias Heyward, 

* Peter Williamson, 

. - mommy, Snore 

* George ton, 

° William Ww. Trasier, 

* Pierre Gaillard, declined. 


Second Lieutenants. 


Willis Morgan, 
Elijah Johnson, 
* Samuel Taylor, declined, 
* Thomas Osborne, Jr. / 
* John Parker, son of William, declined, 
* Charles Codnor Ash, 
* Johnson Wellborn, 
* Edward Croft, declined, 
* William Darkey, 
, Francis Rogers, 
Charles Jones Jenkins. 


SIXTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


*James Reed, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 
Majors. 


* Alexander D. Moore, * 
* William Brickell. 


Captains. 


William P. Anderson, resigned, 
* James Taylor, 
* William Dickson, 
* Eli Gaither, 
Edmund Smithwick, 
William Hall, 
* John Williams, 
* John Nicholas, 
* Samuel Graves Barron, i 
* Maurice Moore. 
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First Lieutenants. 


Lewis Tiner, 

* Robert Troy, declined, 

* James Mackay, ’ 
* George W. Davidson, declined, 
*McKenny Long, 

* Benjamin Sinith, 

* Joseph Alexander, declined, 
* Carleton Walker, 

* Edward Jones, 

* Hugh Newman, declined, 

* William Martin, ditto. 


Second Lieutenants. 


Edmund P. Gaines, 

* David T. W. Cook, 

* Mareus Sharpe, 

* James Morris, 

*John Wilkinson, 

* John Carroway, 

* Abner Pasteur, 

* Benjamin Forsyth, 

* Hugh Montgomery, (not heard from,) 
* Alexander Hunter. 


* Roger Cutler, Surgeon. 
SEVENTH REGIMENT. 
Wm. Bentley, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


Majors. 
Robert Beale, 
James Baytop. 


Captains. 


Daniel Ball, resigned, 
Edmund Clark, 

John Davidson, 

Archibald C. Randolph, 
Bartholomew Dandridge, declined, 
Thomas Turner, declined, 
William Campbell, 
Thomas Greene, 

Robert King, 

James Caldwell, 

* William K. Blue. 


First Lieutenants. 


Van Bennet, 

John Brahan, 

Robert Carrington, declined, 
Brewer Godwin, resigned, 
Felix Wilton, 

Jesse Ewell, Jr. 

Joseph Grigsby, 

Robert Temple, declined, 
Addison Armistead, 
Samuel J. Winston, 
Calvin Morgan, 

* John Heiskell, 

* Jesse Dold, 

* Horatio Stark, 

* Marquis Combs, 

* George Armistead, 


Second Lieutenants. 


John Heiskell, (promoted during recess) 
Jesse Dold, itto, 

Horatio Stark, ditto, 

Marquis Combs, ditto, 

George Armistead, ditto, 

William Potts, ° 


Peter Lambkin, 
Alexander Henderson, declined, 
William Dean, do. 


Andrew M. Lusk, 
James Brown, 

* William Saunders, 

* John Crump, declined, 
* Bartlett Anderson, 

* Francis W. Cook, 

* Philip Roots, 

* John F. Powell, 

* Jacob Call. 


* Francis H. Peyton, Surgeon. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 


* Thaddeus Capron, 
* James W. Wallace, resigned. 


EIGHTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Thomas Parker, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


Majors. 


Simon Morgan, declined, 
* Laurence Butler, 
William Campbell. 


Captains. 
Presley Thornton, 
Robert Gregg, 
Henry eh 
George 8. Washington, 
Richard Chinn, 
Garnet Peyton, 
Daniel C. Lane, 
Philip Lightfoot, 
Edmund ‘Taylor, 
Nathaniel Henry. 


First Lieutenants. 


Francis Foushee, resigned, 
James Duncanson, 
Lemuel Bent, 
Robert Gustin, 
—- Tate, 
Charles J. Love, 
John G. Brown, 
John Williams, 
Thomas Jameson, 
John Campbell, 

* James Tutt, 

* Simon Owens. 


Second Lieutenants 


James Tutt, promoted during recess 
Simon Owens, ditto, 
Reuben Thornton, declined. 
George W. Humphries, 
Obadiah Clifford, 

Strother Settle, declined, 
John C. Williams, do. 
Charles Shackleford, 
John T. Fitshugh, declined, 
Willis Wells, do. 
Hugh McCallister, 

John Craine, Jr. 

* John Meredith, 

* John Stephens, 

* Robert Bell, 

* Uriah Blue, 

* Richard Taylor, 

* Robert Little. 


* Edward Conrad, Surgeon. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 


* Thomas Tiplett, resigned, 
* Samuel M. Griffith. 


NINTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY- 


Josiah C. Hall, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


Majors. 
David Hopkins, 
William D. Beall. 
Captains. 
John C. Beatty, declined, 
Thomas Beatty, 
Lloyd Beall, 
Gerard Briscoe, 


Rezin Davidge, 

aang Beans, declined, 
saac Spencer, ; 

William Nicholson, declined, 

Jacob Norris, 

Valentine Brothers, 

John W. Hacket, 

Jonathan Hodgson, 

Richard Earle. 
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First Lieutenants. 


William Elliott, ; 
Edward A. Howard, declined, 
Richard W. West, do. 
John B. Barnes, 
Ninian Pinckney, 
Levi Alexander, 
Matthew Tilghman, 
Henry C. Neale, 
Aquila Beale, 
illiam Sarrn, 
Charles Clements, 
* John Thompson, 
* Robert Gover. 


Second Lieutenants. 


Alexander Cooper, 
John Brangle, declined, 
Enos Noland, 

Thomas Dent, 

Levi Hillary, 

John Warren, declined, 
William Swan, 

Levi G. Ford, 

Daniel Hughes, 

John Adlum, 

Edward Ford, declined, 
* George Peter, 

* Joseph Bentley, 

* Benjamin Nowland. 


* Robert Geddes, Surgeon. 
Surgeon’s Mates. 


* Charles H. Winder, declined, 
* Anderson Warfield, do. 

* Dardan Brown, 

* William Beatty, declined, 

* Charles A. Beatty. 


TENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


Thomas L. Moore. 


Majors. 


William Henderson, 
George Stevenson. 


Captains. 


Joseph McKinney, 
James Blaine, 
Andrew Johnson, 
Matthew Henry, 
William R. Atlee, declined, 
Hugh Brady, 
William Graham, 
David Duncan, 
Benjamin Gibbs, 
James Ashman, 

* Robert Westcott. 


First Lieutenants. 


John Sharp, dead, 

Samuel B. Magaw, 

Henry G. Slough, 

Samuel Fulton, declined, 
Josiah McElwaine, do. ~~ 
James P. Nelson, do. 
Benjamin Wallace, 

Robert Laurence, 

Nelson Wade, 

Thomas Swearingen, . 
Crumwell Pierce, 

Henry Westcott, declined, 
* Alexander McNair, 

* David Irving, 

* Paul Weitzell, 

* David — 

*Samuel R. Franklin. 

* William Morrow. 


Second Lieutenants. 


William Morrow, promoted during recess, 
George — 
m 


Archibald Davis, resigned, 


- John A. Douglass, 


Herman Witner, declined, 
Hugh H. Potts, 

John S. Porter, declined, 
John Smith, 

Robert Chambers, 
Alexander McNair, declined, 
Thomas Lee, 

* John Hay, 

* Robert George Barde, 

* Joseph Knox. 


Surgeons. 


* Henry Hall, declined, 
* William Hurst. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 


* Geovge Wilson, 
* James Irvine. 


ELEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


Aaron Ogden. 

Majors. 
William Shute, 
John Adlum. 

Captains. 
Robert Hunt, resigned, 
Charles Marles, 
Job Stockton, 


Denise Foreman, 
Almarine Brookes, 
Samuel White, 

Samuel Bowman, 

Peter Faulkner, 

Walter K. Cole, resigned, 
James Read, 

* Samuel Erwin. 


First Lieutenants. 


Samuel Erwin, promoted during recess, 
Thomas Reading, Jr. resi 
Robert C. Thompson, 

Samuel C. Voorhes, 

Walter K. Cole, declined, 
George M. Ogden, 

John G. Macwhorter, 

William Potter, 

Henry Betz, declined, 

William Carson, 

Lewis Howard, 

James Battel, 

* John Caldwell 

* Samuel Owen Smith, declined, 
* Charles B. Green, 

* William J. Anderson, 

* Thomas Bullman, 

* Henry Drake. 


Second Lieutenants. 
William Piatt, 


Charles Read, resigned, 

Thomas Bullman, promoted during recess, 
Henry Drake, ditto. 

Hethcote Johnson, 

James Rhea, 

James Clayton, junr. declined, 

John Milroy, 


Benjamin Worrell, 
John Montgomery, 
Jabez Caldwell, 

* Thomas Y. How, 
* Joseph Vancleve, 

* Laurence Mulford. 


Surgeon. 
* John Chetwood, junr. 
Surgeon’s Mates. 


*John Howell, 
* John C. Wynans. 
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TWELFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. First Lieutenants. 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. Samuel Waugh, 
‘ ; Lemuel Harrison, 
William S. Smith. Bennet Bronson, 
; Reuben Hurd, 
Majors. Trueman Mosely, 
“. ohn Knox, 
William Willcocks, William W. Cheney, 
Christopher Hutton, declined, Ludewick Gallup, 
* Dowe J. Fondy. John Eels, 
. Waters Clark, 
Captains. * Nathaniel Ruggles, 
* John Beers. 
Dowe J. Fondy, promoted during recess. 
Philip Church, Second Lieutenants. 
James Bennet, 
George W. Kirkland, Salmon Clark, 
Philip Cortland, Peter N. Brinsmade, 
Adrian Kissam, resigned, Trueman Hinman, 
John W. Patterson, resigned, Walter Smith, 
Justus B. Smith, not heard from, Joseph A. Wells, declined, 
Jeremiah Landon, James Gordon, junr. 
Andrew White. Ebenezer Learned, declined, 
Peter Richards, 0. 
First Lieutenants. Robert Hosmer, struck off the list, not being 
Solomon Allen, [heard of. 


Philip S. Schuyler, 

Elhanan W. Wheeler, 
Moses Foster, 

Thomas Thompson, 

David Jones, declined, 

Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Henry W. Ludlow, 
Nathaniel Paulding, resigned, 
James Smith, 

Richard Baldwin, resigned, 

* William Cocks, 

* William Cumming, 

* Joseph C. C sos aol 
* Thomas H. Williams, 

* Samuel Hoffinan, dismissed. 


Second Lieutenants. 


William Cocks, promoted in recess. 
William Cumming, ditto, 
Joseph C. Cooper, ditto, 
Thomas H. Williams, ditto, 
Samuel Hoffman, ditto, 
John Duer 

William W. Wands, 

Prosper Brown, dead, 

Jacob C. Ten Eyck, ; 
George F. Harrison, declined, 
* Israel Loring, 

* Joseph Herkeimer, 

* Jacob Mancius 

* Nathaniel Smith, 

* Cornelius Kip, ; 

* Tobias V. Cuyler, resigned, 
* Walter B. Vrooman. 


Surgeon. 
* Samuel Finley, resigned. 
Surgeon’s Mates. 


* John H. Douglas, 
* Samuel Davis. 


THIRTEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 
Timothy Taylor. 


Majors. 
John Ripley, j 
Jabez. Huntington, resigned. 


Captains. 
John Benjamin, 
John Meigs 
Elihu Sandford, 
Stephen Ranney, 
Samuel Blakeslee, 
Jonathan Root, 
John Bulford 
Asa Copeland, _ 
William Young, junr. 
Coleby Chew, declined. 


* Austin Ledyard, declined, 

* Nathaniel Noyes, 

* Fanning Tracey, 

* Abijah Fenn, suspended and resigned. 


Surgeon. 
* Joseph Trowbridge. 
Surgeon’s Mates. 


* Timothy Pierce, 
* John Spaulding, declined, 
* John Orton, junr. 


FOURTEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


Nathan Rice. 
Majors. 


John Walker, 
Isaac Winslow. 


Captains. 


William Jones, declined, 
Erasmus Babbet, junr. 
Ephraim Emmery, 

John Tolman, 

Solomon Phelps, 

Ebenezer Thatcher, declined, 
Thomas Chandler, resigned, 
Nathaniel Thwing, 

John Burbeck, declined, 
Simeon Draper, 

Phineas Ashman, 

Joseph Peirce, junr. declined, 
Arthur Lithgow, do. 

* Samuel Mackay, 

* John Hastings. 


First Lieutenants. 


James Church, 

Nathaniel Soley, declined, 
Jacob Allen, 

William A. Baron, declined, 
Robert Duncan, junr. 
Phineas Ashman, declined, 
Alpheus Cheney, 

Samuel Flagg, junr. resigned, 
John Wheelwright, 

Isaac Rhand, junr. 

Benjamin Beale, junr. declined, 
* Henry Sargent, 

* Francis Barker, 

* William Gardner, 

* Rufus Child. 


Second Lieutenants. 


Thomas Heald, declined, 
Moses M. Bates, do. 
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Charles Hunt, 

James Gardner, 

Marshall Spring, resigned, 
Daniel Hastings, 

Duncan Ingraham, resigned, 
William Leverett, 

John Roulstone, 

Thomas Durant, 

Samuel W. Church, resigned, 
Peyton Gay, 

Thos. Hall, 

Charles Leonard, declined. 


Surgeon. 
* Charles Blake. 
Surgeon’s Mates. 


* Luther Stearns, declined, 
* Josiah Dwight, declined. 


FIFTEENTH REGIMENT. 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 
Richard Hunnewell. 


Majors. 
John Rowe, 
William Jones. 


Captains. 
James Brown, 
Nathaniel Balch, jun- 
Hall Tufts, 
John Pynchon, 
John Blake, 
Samuel Jordan, 
William Heywood, 
Caleb Aspinwall, 
Stephen Peabody, 
Thomas Philips, declined, 
* Eli Forbes. 


First Lieutenants. 


Charles Cutler, 

William Swan, 

Samuel P. Fay, : 
Eleazer Williams, declined, 
Nathaniel Kidder, ’ 
Thomas Bowman, declined, 
Ebenezer Bradish, jun. 
John Shepherd, declined, 
Joseph Lee, declined, 
David C. D. Forrest, 
Charles P. Phelps, declined, 
Edmund Soper, 

* Thomas Stephens, 

* Augustus Hunt, _ 

* Daniel Morse, declined. 


Second Lieutenants. 


Abijah Harrington, 
Jonathan Nichols, 
Daniel Bell, 

John Page, jun. 
David Fales, 
Franklin Tinkham, 


Willard Fales, 
Warren Hall, declined, 
James D. Wheaton, 
Seth Bannister, 

* Nathan Parks. 


Surgeon. 


* Oliver Mann. 
Surgeons’ Mates. 


* Jonathan White, | 
* Ebenezer Laurence. 


SIXTEENTH REGIMENT. 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandani. 
* Rufus Graves. 
Majors. 


* Timothy Darling, resigned. 
* Cornelius Lynde. 


Captains. 


Josiah Dunham, 
Nathaniel Green, 
Robert Parker, 
Henry Tilton, 
William Woodward, 
Israel Elliot Trask, 
John Rogers, declined. 
George Tillinghast, 
Abraham R. Ellery, 
Jonathan Andrews, 
George Woodward. 


First Lieutenants. 


Francis Gardner, declined, 

Daniel M. Durell, 

Abel Hutchins, declined, 

Sylvester G. Whipple, 

am Whitney, declined, 
hipple Lovett, 

Robert Overing, 

‘Thomas Brinley, 

Daniel Bissell, 

Isaac Putnam, 

* Israel W. Kelly, 

* Thaddeus Kendall, 

* Marmaduke Wait. 


Second Lieutenants. 


Arthur Rogers, declined, 
Moses Sweat, 

Israel Bartlett, 

Samuel Parker, 

Jesse Lull, 

Daniel Baker, 

Cary Clarke, 

Ozeas Danforth, 
William E. Green, declined, 
Christopher Whipple, 
John W. Brownson, 

* Benjamin F. Starke. 


Nore. The officers in the foregoing return having the mark * affixed i to their names, are those which 
e 


were appointed by the President during the recess of the Senate. Those w 
now in service. 


War Deparrment, “pri! 15th, 1800. 


re the contrary is not expressed, are 


JAMES McHENRY, Secretary of }¥Var. 
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FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 5, 1800. 


Mr. Nicuo as, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s speech as relates to “* a sys- 
tem of national defence, commensurate with our resources and the situation of our country,” made the fol- 
lowing report: 

That it is expedient to make a further appropriation for the fortification of the ports and harbors of the United 

States, and therefore recommend the following resolution: 

_ Resolved, That there be appropriaged for the present year, the sum of one hundred thousand doilars, to be ap- 
plied to the fortifications of the ports ‘and harbors of the United States, in aid of the sums heretofore appropriated 
for that purpose, and remaining unexpended. 


War Department, May ist, 1800. 


Sir: 

The schedule, which accompanied my report to the President of the United States, submitted by him to Con- 
gress, on the 13th of. January, ultimo, exhibits a view of the appropriations and expenditures for the defence of cer- 
tain ports and harbors of the United States. : ; 

; here now remains, of the appropriations heretofore made, about thirty-eight thousand dollars, a sum wholly 
inadequate to complete the works which have been undertaken, and now are progressing. ; 

Without pretending to an accurate estimate of the sums which will be indispensable to complete certain defences, 
for the harbors of Boston, those in Rhode Island, of Salem, Marblehead, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Nor- 
folk, and the works on Beacon Island, North Carolina, &c. and not knowing what other ports there may be a de- 
mand and necessity for fortifying, may it not suffice, to confine the extended grant of moneys, for the purpose of 
fortifying our ports and harbors, to the probable amount which may be required within the present year, predicated 
on the average expenditures of the preceding years. - ; 

The ee accordingly, respectfully submits an opinion, that it will be proper to speregriate, to the fortify- 
harbors of the United States, for the year 1800, one hundred thousand dollars, 


ing the ports an 
And has the honor to be, with the greatest respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES McHENRY. 
The Cuatman of the Committee of Defence. 





6th Concress. J No 44. [2d Session. 





GENERAL STAFF OF THE ARMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 23, 1801. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 
The enclosed report to me, made by the acting Secretary of War, on the 14th of this month, appears to be 


so well founded, in all respects, that I recommend it to the consideration of Congress. 
JOHN ADAMS. 


Unrtep States, February 20th, 1801. 
War Department, February 14, 1801. 


Sir: 
: Great inconveniences being experienced in the army, from the want of a competent general staff, I conceive 
it to be my duty to submit the matter to your consideration. ; 

Though the army is at present a small one, the duties of adjutant and inspector general must be performed, and, 


from the nature of our service, in small detachments, these duties become more laborious than in an army acting in 
resides at the seat of Government for these 


one compact body. At present, an officer in the line of the arm 

purposes, but there is no law allowing him any compensation for these extra services, As he is obliged to keep an 
office, and be constantly employed himself, and also constantly oa ya clerk, it cannot be expected that he 
can continue to do the duties, without compensation beyond his pay in the line. 

Perhaps a sufficient power rests in the Secretary of War to allow him an adequate sum for his extra labor and 
expenses. But, if this be true, it is a loose discretion, which I conceive ought to be directed by law. It is m 
opinion, that a law authorizing the appointing of a field officer in the line to perform the duties, and giving him ad- 
ditional compensation for his services, and also giving him an assistant from among the subaltern officers, would pro-- 
mote regularity in the department, discipline in the army, and public economy. 


I have the honor to be, with profound respect, sir, your obedient and faithful servant, 
SAMUEL DEXTER. 


The Prestpent of the United States. 





No. 45. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, DECEMBER 8, 1801. 


By message of the President of the United States, of which the following is an extract: 
t difficulty. While some 


The fortifications of our harbors, more or less advanced, present considerations of ty. 
of them are on a scale sufficiently proportioned to the advantages of their position, to the efficacy of their protection, 
others are so extensive, will cost so much in their first erection, so muc 


and the importance of the points within it 0 1 . 
force to garrison them, as to make it questionable what is best now to be 


7th Coneress. } 








in their maintenance, and require such a t ’ 
done. A statement of those commenced or projected, of the expenses already incurred, and estimates of their future 
cost, as far as it can be foreseen, shall be laid before you, that you may be enabled to judge whether any alteration 
is necessary in the '-ws respecting this subject. 


[ist Session. 
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7th Concress. } No. 46. [ist Session. 


NUMERICAL FORCE OF THE ARMY, 


And an estimate of the number of men requisite for each garrison at the several posts and stations. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 24, 1801. 
War Department, 23d December, 1801. 

Sir: 

In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 22d instant, I have the honor of trans- 

mitting, herewith, a’statement of the present military establishment of the United States, marked A, and an estimate 

of all the posts and stations for which garrisons will be expedient, and of the number of men requisite, in my opinion, 

for each garrison, marked B, and request you to lay the same before the House. 


I have the honor of being, with respectful consideration, sir, your very obedient servant, 


H. DEARBORN. 
The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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B. 


Estimate of all ihe Posts and Stations where garrisons will be expedient, and of the number of men requisite for 
each garrison. 























NAMES OF POSTS. WHERE SITUATED. ban ad 5 ow conan 
tillery. fantry. 
Michillimackinac, - - - - | Northwestern Territory, - - 1 1 
Detroit, - - - - Ditto. - - - 1 4 
Niagara, - ° - - - | New York, - - - - 1 1 
Fort Wayne, - - - - | Northwestern Territory, Bio - 1 
Pittsburg and Cincinnati, - - | Pennsylvania and Northwestern Territory, - 1 
St. Vincennes, - - - - | Indiana Territory, - - - © 1 
Fort Massac, - - : - | Near the mouth of the Ohio, - - - 1 
South West Point, &c. = - - - | Tennessee, ss - - - - 1 2 
Chickasaw Bluffs, - - - | On the Mississippi ai - - 1 
Fort Adams, On ditto, near the Spanish boundary, - 1 4 
Fort ° - - - - | On the Mobile river, near the Spanish 
boundary, - - - - - 1 

Fort Greene, Fort Wilkinson, and (say) ‘ 

Cumberland Island, Georgia, - - - - - 1 3 
Fort Moultrie, &c. and Fort Johnston, - | South Carolina and North Carolina, — - 2 
‘Yort Norfolk, &c. and Fort McHenry, - | Virginiaand Maryland, - __ - - 2 
“fort Mifflin and the arsenal, - - | Near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, . 2 
“ort Jay and West Point, : - | New York, - - - - 2 
Fort Wolcott and Fort Trumbull, _ —- | Rhode Island and Connecticut, - - 2 
Fort Independence, and the magazine at 

Springfield, - - - - | Massachusetts, - ae ——, 2 
Fort Constitution, and Fort - - | New Hampshire and District of Maine, 1 











» 


Total, twenty companies of Artillery, and twenty companies of Infantry, each company to consist of seventy-six 
men, exclusive of commissioned officers and cadets. : 
H. DEARBORN. 


War Department, 23d December, 1801. 





7th Coneoress. } No. 47. [ist Session. 





ORDNANCE, ARMS, AND MILITARY STORES, AND AN ESTIMATE OF EXPENSES NECES- 
SARY FOR FORTIFICATIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 2, 1802, 


Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives : 


I now lay before you, 


1. A return of ordnance, arms, and military stores. the property of the United States. ; 
2. Returns of muskets and bayonets, fabricated at the armories of the United States, at Springfield and Harper’s 


Ferry, and of the expenditures at those places; and, 
3. An estimate of expenditures which may be necessary for fortifications and barracks, for the present year. 
Besides the permanent magazines established at Springfield, West Point, and Harper’s Ferry, it is thought one 

should be established in some point convenient for the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia; such 

a point will wees! be found near the border of the Carolinas, and some small provision by the Legislature, pre- 

paratory to the establishment, will be necessary for the present year. 

We find the United States in possession of certain iron mines and works, in the county of Berkeley, and State 


of Virginia, purchased, as is presumable, on the idea of establishing works for the fabrication of cannon and other 
military articles by the public. Whether this method of supplying what may be wanted, will be most advisable, 
or that of purchasing at market, where competition brings every thing to its proper level of price and quality, is for 
the Legislature to decide; and if the latter alternative be preferred, it will frest for their further consideration, in 
what way the subjects of this purchase may be best employed or disposed of. The Attorney General’s opinion on 


the subject of the title accompanies this. 
There are, in various parts of the United States, small parcels of land which have been purchased, at different 


times, for cantonments and other military purposes. Several of them are in situations not likely to be accommo- 
dated to future purposes. The loss of the records prevents a detailed statement of these, until they can be supplied 
by inquiry; in the mean time, one of them, containing eighty-eight acres, in the county of Essex, in New Jersey, 
purchased in 1799, and sold the following year, to Cornelius Vermule and Andrew Codmas, though its price has been 
received, cannot be conveyed without authority from the Legislature. 

[ enclose, herewith, a letter from the Secretary of War on the subject of the islands in the lakes and rivers of 
our Northern boundary, and of certain lands in the neighborhood of some of our military posts, on which it may be 


expedient for the Legislature to make some provisions. 
TH. JEFFERSON. 
February 2, 1802. 











' 
I 
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1802.] 

Return of Ordnance, Arms, &c. the property of the United States. 
Brass Cannon. Grape Shot unfixed. 

2 - - - - - 2 pound. | 3,094 - for - - 3 pounders 
47 - : - - - 3 do. 1,469 - - : - 4. do. 
9% - - - - - 4 do. 2,450 - ° - - 6 do. 
sl - - - - - 6 do. 4,789 - - - ak do. 

8 - - - - - 9 do. 9,153 - - - - 12 do. 
ll - - - - - 12 do. 161 - - - -18 do. 

3 - - - - 24 do. 7,037 - - - - 24 do. 

115 - - - - 32 do. 
Brass Howitzers. 
Strapped Shot unfixed. 
39 - - - - - 2? inch. 
60 - . ‘ ° - 58 do. 2,197 - for - - 3 do. 
30 «(- : . - - 8 do. 743 - - - - 4. do. 
2,299 - - . - 6 do. 
Brass Mortars. 33 - : - - 9 do. 
1,378 . ° - -12 do. 
20 - e . - - 4% do. 212 - - - ~ 24 do. 
18 - - - - 53 do. 
2 - . . - - 8 do. Case Shot un fixed. 
15 - “ - - - 10 do. 
7 . ° - - 13 do 39 - for - - I do. 
1 - - - - - 16 do. 775 - - - - 2&3 do 
1,886 ° - - - 4. do. 
Brass Swivels. 2,040 - - - a oe « 
4 116 - - - - 9 do. 
898 - : - -12 do. 
Tron Cannon. 163 - - - -18 ~~ do. 
195 - - - - 24 do. 

6 - * ° - 1 und. 110 - - - -~ 22 inch 

| “ : - 2&3do 116 : - - - 4$ do. 

39 - - - - - 4 do. 664 - - - 5¢ do. 
66 - - - - - 6 do. 175 - . - - 8 do. 
115 - ° - - - 9 do. 

240 - . - - -12 do. Cannon Balls. 
274 - - - - - 18 do. 
284 - m ~ - - 24 do. 8,032 - - - - 1 pounder 

23 é - - - 32 do. 16,052 - - - 23 &3do 

34,242 . - - 4 do. 

Tron Carronades, of sizes. 18,463 - - ° i 

15,223 : - - - 9 do. 

21 17,840 - - - 12 do. 

28,743 : : : -18 do. 

Tron Mortars. 11,451 - - - - 24 do. 

6,739 . - - - 32 do. 

2. “ . - - 13 inch. 1,145 - - . - 42 do. 
Tron Howitzers. Bar Shot. 

30 - - - - - 3% do. 1 - - - - 3 pound 
202 Garrison carriages. 18 - - - «~ s.” 
207 Travelling carriages for cannon. 392 - : . -_s -« 
64 do. do. for howitzers. 680 - ~ ° -12 do. 
29 Mortar beds. 990 - - - -18 do. 

5 Travelling forges. 144 - : - -24 do. 

2 Ammunition wagons. 211 - - - - 32 = do. 

6 Tumbril carts. _ 

14 Backs for travelling forges. Shells. 

Grape Shot fixed. 3,964 - - - - 2 inch. 
eines 6175 . . . - 44 do. 

342 a for - - 3 pounders. | 14,319 - - - - 53 do. 
202 - - - - 4 do. 14,361 - - - - 7&8 do. 
591 . ° . - 6 do 13,170 : ¢ . - 9&10do. 
126 e ° - - 9 do. 913 - - - - 13 & 16 do. 
102 . - - -12 do. tian 

ounds ape Shot. 
Strapped Shot fixed. 
224,570 
1,985 - for - - 3 do. Pounds of Musket Ball and Buckshot. 
3,658 - - . - 4. do. 
3,386 . : - - 6 da 55,577 

280 - - - - 9 do. ; Flannel Cartridges. 

233 - - - -12 do. 970 Filled. 

130 - - -24 do. 18,547 Empty. 

129 Paper filled. 
Case Shot fixed. 78,599 Do. empty. 

oes - for - - ra & : do. Pounds of Cannon, Musket, and Rifle Powder. 

9,05 oe = 7 7 0. 
93365 . . . ~t & 573,207 

613 . : - - 9 do. 125,307 Pistol cartridges. 
2 

735 . . : -12 do. 1,251,933 Musket do. 

118 ‘ ° “ - 24 do. 22,108 Blank do. 

256 - - - - 4% inch 12,697 Fuzes primed. 

253 - - - - 53 do 22,288 Not primed. 

21 m 
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3,818 Portfires. 32 Fusees. 
34 Coils of slow match. 5,005 Muskets. 
6,062 Poundsof do. 82,711 Muskets complete. 
36,857 ‘Tubes. 1,205 Pairs of pistols. 
; 7,755 Swords. 
Cannon Cartridge Paper. 15,966 Screwdrivers. 
1,585,860 Musket flints. 
8,622 Sones of. 22,991 Pistol do. 
3,083 Pounds of. 454 Cutlasses. 
20,011 Gun worms. 
Musket Cartridge Paper. 1,327,254 Pounds of lead. 
224,217 Pounds of sulphur. 
3,643 Quires of. 13,623 Brushes and wires. 
1,438,855 Pounds of saltpetre. 
465 Rampart arms. 44,769 Cartouch boxes. 
53 Blunderbusses. 3,666 Powder horns. 
947 Carbines. 816 Horseman’s pikes. 
1.536 Rifles. 





H. DEARBORN. 


The arms in possession of the army are not included in the foregoing return. 


Return of Muskets and Bayonets fabricated at the United States Armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, from 
and including the year 1795, to the 28th November, 1801. 

















Muskets. | Bayonets 
In the year 1795, - - - - 245 
Do. 1796, - - - - - 835 
Do. 1797, . - - : : 1,028 
Do. 1798, . . . - - 1,434 390 
Do. 1799, - - - - - 4,595 4,595 
, Do. ; 1800, - - - - 5,304 5,304 
To the 28th November, 1801, - - - 2,679 2,679 
16,120 12,968 











War Department, December 8, 1801. 


Statement of expenditures at the armory of Springfield, Massachusetts, from 


the 31st December, 1800, 
Do. 


from the Ist January to the 30th September, 1801, - 





the 10th July, 1793, to 


Statement of expenditures at the armory at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, from the Ist October, 1798, to 
the 3ist December, 1800, - ° : 


Do. from the Ist January to the 30th June, 1801, - 














$192,847 1 
37,404 22 


$230,251 23 








61,725 12 
13,489 86 


$ 75,214 98 











Department or War, 4ccountant’s Office, December 8, 1801. 
The above statement exhibits expenditures at the aforesaid armories, agreeably to accounts settled and entered 


on the books of this office. 











WM. SIMMONS, .4cc’t, Department of War. 


Return of Muskets and Bayonets fabricated at the United States Armory at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, from the 
ist of January to the 30th of September, 1801, inclusive. 





Muskets. ; Bayonets 








From the Ist of January to the 30th September, 1801, - - - | 260 260 











War Department, December 8, 1801. 


Estimate of Expenditures necessary for erecting and completing Fortifications and Barracks for the year 1802. 


For repairs of platforms, and remounting cannon in Fort Constitution, in Portsmouth harbor, N. Hampshire, $1,000 
For completing Fort Independence and Barracks, &c. on Castle Island, in the harbor of Boston, 38,000 


For completing two fortifications, of six already commenced, in and about the harbor of Newport, R. Island, 1,500 
For completing Fort Mifflin, near Philadelphia, . - - . - 1,000 
For erecting a battery and barracks near Norfolk, in Virginia, - - - 12,000 
For completing a battery near Wilmington, North Carolina, - - - - 4,000 
For completing the works in Georgia, - - - - - 6,000 
For a new enclosed work at Niagara, a - . - - - 3,000 
For sundry repairs at Detroit, Michiilimackinac, Chickasaw Bluffs, and Fort Massac, - - 4,000 

Dollars, 70,500 
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WasuincTon, January 25, 1802. 
Sir: ; 

It appears that Potts, Wilson, and North, under the firm of George North & Co. having previously purchased 
of General Lee, on the 7th day of May, 1800, agreed with the United States, to convey to them, in consideration ot 
42,000 dollars, two hundred and thirty acres of land, or about that quantity, (describing it,) with a furnace, mill, 
corn mill, houses, improvements, with privileges, &c. and also the right of digging ore; which right they held under 
General Lee, from Friend’s ore bank, the United States being subject to pay the rent of 1000 dollars, annually, to 
the said Lee, as a rent reserved tohim. The consideration money was to be paid by the United States on their re- 
ceiving a good title to the premises. : 

Lee, on the same day, by a similar agreement, engaged with the United States to convey to them, by good and 
sufficient deeds, all his iron ore in a tract of land of about 1600 acres, and on which is a bank of iron ore, called 
Friend’s ore bank, with certain privileges of ways for carrying off the ore, &c. He also agreed to release, or con- 
vey, to the United States, his right to the above mentioned annual rent of 1000 dollars, which, by their agreement 
with North & Co. they were liable to pay to Lee. For, and in consideration of this conveyance, the United States 
were to pay 24,000 dollars. ; . 

On the next day, May the 8th, Lee made and executed to the United States, in pursuance of the agreement 
above stated, his deed of the premises, with a general warranty, to defend them to the United States against all 
persons. 

In the same year, North & Co. conveyed, by a deed, regularly executed, in pursuance of their agreement, two 
hundred and twenty-one acres of land, more or Jess, with their right of digging ore from Friend’s ore bank. Both 
these deeds, or instruments, appear to be properly made and authenticated, and sufficient to vest the premises in 
the United States, if the eden grantors were ‘aie possessed and seised of the premises, free from incum- 
brances, at the time when the deeds were executed. ; 

It appears, by the oregoing statements, that the United States have paid for the purchase of North & Co. 
$42,000, in addition to an annual rent of $1000, which they were to have paid to Lee: and that for the release from 
paying this annual rent, and the privilege of digging ore in a described 1600 acres of land, and the accommodation of 
one-half acre of land to build on for workmen, they have paid $24,000 to General Lee. 

Upon searching the records of the general court’s office, at Richmond, it appears by a certificate of the clerk, 
that 3000 acres of land, including Friend’s ore bank, was mortgaged June, 1794, to secure the yeas of $8000, by 
several instalments, the last of which ought to have been paid on the Ist day of May, 1798. This mortgage deed is 
not among the papers. It is said this money has not been paid; if so, and there is no reservation in the deed of this 
ore bank, the United States title is incumbered to the amount of the whole mortgage money which is now due. 

It is said that the title is further incumbered  f a mortgage to one Wilson, of Alexandria, on which some 
considerable part of the money has been paid. Nothing, however, of this appears from the papers you = into my 
hands. I have no information respecting this purchase, excepting what has appeared on the face of the 

Iam, sir, with esteem, your humble servant, 
LEVI LINCOLN, 


ocuments. 


Henry Derarsorn, Esq. Secretary of War. 


War Department, December 5, 1801. 
SIR: 

I take the liberty of suggesting, for your consideration, the propriety of proposing to Congress that provision 
be made for designating the boundary line between the United States and the adjacent British possessions, in such 
manner as may prevent any disputes in future from the outlet of Lake Ontario to Lake Superior, if not further. 
There are many valuable islands in the lakes and rivers, some of which are already inhabited, which are claimed 
on each side: it is to be presumed that the sooner the line is ascertained, the more easily all disputes will be settled. 

From Mr. Tracey’s report, and from information obtained from other sources, it appears that many disputes now 
exist respecting titles to lands at and about Detroit, as well between the United States and individuals, as between 
many of the citizens; and also between citizens of the United States and subjects of Great Britain. Will it not be 
necessary for Congress to authorize the appointment of some board or tribunal for hearing and deciding these dis- 


putes? 
H. DEARBORN. 
The Presipent of the United States. 





7th ConGREss. ] No. 48. [2d Session. 





MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 5, 1803. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


_ Agreeably to the request of the House of Representatives, I now transmit a statement of the militia of those States 
from which any returns have been made to the War Office; they are, as you will perceive, but a small proportion 
of the whole. I send you also the copy of a circular letter, written some time since, for the purpose of obtaining 
returns from all the States; should any others, in consequence of this, be made during the session of Congress, 
they shall be immediately communicated. 

TH. JEFFERSON. 


[cIRCULAR. } 2 
Wark Department, 3 





Sir: 

I have the honor, by direction of the President of the United States, to call your Excellency’s attention to 
the 10th section of the act of Congress of the 8th of May, 1792, which provides that a return shall annually be 
made to the President, stating the military strength of each State, the actual situation of the arms, accoutrements, 
and ammunition of the several corps, within the same, and every other thing which may relate to their government, 
and the general advantage of good order and military discipline. 

It would be very desirable, as it is highly important, to receive the information contemplated by the act alluded 
to. I therefore take the liberty of suggesting to your Excellency, the propriety of giving the necessary directions 
for carrying the said law into effect; and for the purpose of introducing and preserving uniformity in the returns, a 
form is herewith enclosed. pe F ’ 

With high consideration, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 








His Excellency . 
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7th ConGREss. ] No. 49. [2d Session. 





COMPLAINT AGAINST CERTAIN OFFICERS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 31, 1803. 


‘ War Department, January 29, 1803. 
SIR: 

In obedience to the resolution of Congress of the 25th instant, the Secretary of War has made such inquiries, 
relative to the object* of the resolution, as present circumstances would admit of, and respectfully reports, that no in- 
formation has been lodged in this office, nor any procured relating thereto, excepting, that a military post, consist- 
ing of one company, has been established on the Mobile, and continued about three years, no complaints have come 
to the knowledge of the Secretary of War, excepting those communicated in that clause of the resolution, on which 
the report is requested from this department—the military post is between the junction of the Tombigbee and the 
Alabama rivers, and the boundary line between the United States and West Florida, and as near the said line as a 
suitable site could be found. 

General Wilkinson having been, for a considerable time, in the course of the last autumn, on the river Tombigbee , 
in the vicinity of the post, it may be presumed that the citizens in that quarter had an opportunity of giving him in- 
formation relative to any improper conduct of the troops; but as information has been received at this office on the 
subject, it is probable that no complaint was made to the General, or, if made, that he had taken such measures as, in 
his opinion, would re medy the evil complained of. 

{ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your humble servant, 


H. DEARBORN. 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


*This was an application to Congress, from the inhabitants of Washington county, in the Mississippi Territory, for the re- 
moval of two garrisons, on account of alleged misconduct of the officers. 








7th Concress. } No. 50. [2d Session. 


MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 7, 1803. 


Mr. Varnum, from the committee to whom was referred that part of the President’s memnnge of the 15th day ot 
December last, which relates to the Militia institution of the United States, and a bill which was reported to 
the House at the last session of Congress, on the same subject, made the following report: 


That, after a full investigation of the subject, they are of opinion, that a law which passed the eighth day of 
May, i792, entitled ‘*An act more effectually to provide for the national ,defence, by establishing an uniform mili- 
tia throughout the United States,” embraceth all the objects of a militia institution, delegated to Congress. The 
principles of that law lay the foundation of a militia system, on the broad basis prescribed by the constitution, and 
are well calculated to ensure a complete national defence, if carried into effect by the State Governments, agreeably 
to the power reserved to the States respectively, by the constitution, and therefore ought not to be mate But, 
although the committee are of opinion that the principles of the system established on the part of the United States 
ought to be adhered to, yet they believe that some small alterations in the details of these principles would render 
that system still more efficacious, and have reported a bill for that purpose. 

In those States which have taken energetic measures for carrying into effect the system adopted by Congress, 
agreeably to the power constitutionally vested in them, the militiaare making great proficiency in military discipline, 
and in the knowledge of tactics, which evinceth, that the deficiency in organization, arming, and discipline of the 
militia, which is too apparent in some of the States, does not arise from any defect in that part of the system which 
is under the control of Congress, but from omission on the part of the State Governments. j 

In order, therefore, to impress the State Governments with the importance of the subject, and the indispensable 
necessity of their vigorous co-operation with the General Government, to complete the militia institution, so as to en- 
sure, from that source, a permanent national defence, they submit the following resolution: ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to write to the Executive of each State, urging 
the importance and indispensable necessity of vigorous exertions, on the part of the State Governments, to car 
into effect the militia system — . A e national Legislature, agreeably to the powers reserved to the States 
respectively, by the constitution of the United States, and in a manner the best calculated to ensure such a degree 
of military discipline and knowledge of tactics, as will, under the auspices of a benign providence, render the militia 
a sure ps | permanent bulwark of national defence. 





7th Coneress. ] No. 51. [2d Session. 








MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 1, 1803. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


According to the request stated in yor resolution of December 20th, I communicated to you such returns of 
the militia, of the different States, as had then been received. Since that date returns have been received from 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, North Carolina, Georgia, and Kentucky, which are 


now transmitted to you. 
TH. JEFFERSON. 
March 1, 1803. 
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RETURN OF MILITIA—Continued. 


ARMS, AMMUNITION, AND ACCOUTREMENTS. 
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8th Concress. } - No. 52. [1st Session. 





MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, MARCH 22, 1804. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
I lay before Congress the last returns of the Militia of the United States. Their incompleteness is much to 
be regretted, and its remedy may at some future time be a subject worthy the attention of Congress. 
TH: JEFFERSON. 


March 22, 1804. 
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RATIONS COMMUTED 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 16, 1805. 


War Department, January 15th, 1805. 
Sir: . 
In obedience to the order of the House of Representatives of the 14th instant, I have examined the petition of 
sundry officers of the army of the United States on the subject of rations; and I beg leave to submit the following 
observations by way of report thereon. ’ 
The principle, as stated in the petition, has long been established, that the officers should receive, in lieu of their 
rations, when not drawn in kind, the contract price at the posts where they may respectively be stationed, upon the 
presumption that the price of rations would generally be in proportion to the expense of the necessaries of life at the 
respective posts. There may, however, be, and probably are, exceptions to the general principle: and as some incon- 
veniences occur in settling the accounts of officers’ subsistence, in consequence of their frequent removals from one 
post to another, it may not be improper to establish by law what sum of money each gra e shall receive in lieu of 
rations. And as the prices of the necessaries and conveniences of life have considerably increased, since the esta- 
blishment of the present pay and emoluments of the officers of the army, and although the average contract price for 
the two last years has not been more than fourteen and a half cents per ration, I take the liberty of suggesting the 
propriety of establishing the subsistence of the officers at the rate of twenty cents for each ration allowed to the re- 
spective grades; or of allowing to each subaltern, for his subsistence, in addition to his pay, twelve dollars per month; 
to each captain, eighteen dollars per month; and in like proportion to all other grades of commissioned officers, in- 
cluding surgeons and surgeons’ mates. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


To the Honorable the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the United States. 


H. DEARBORN. 
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DISOBEDIENCE OF ORDERS JUSTIFIED ON THE GROUND OF ILLEGALITY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 30, 1805. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States. The remonstrance and petition of 
sundry citizens and officers of the militia in the State of Tennessee. 


Your remonstrants, having those respectful feelings for your honorable body, which citizens ought to possess, and 
which those bearing commissions in the militia ought ever to cherish, beg leave to represent— 

That they have, with much concern, seen a veteran and meritorious officer in the army of the United States ar- 
rested for imaginary crimes, compelled to travel a distance of fifteen hundred miles to stand his trial, and that trial 
then postponed for several months, contrary not only to the rules and articles of war, but also to those natural rules 
of justice, to the benefit of which every member of society is entitled. 

‘That the only crime of which he was found guilty, and the only one perhaps of which any serious expectation of 
convicting him was ever entertained, was a refusal to crop his hair, in conformity to an order which he conceived to 
be illegal, and which your remonstrants conceive to have been an arbitrary and useless exertion of authority; that, 
in the execution of the sentence of the court martial, which subjected him to a reprimand from the commanding 
General, your remonstrants have been able to discover, not the calmness and dignity to be expected from a person 
invested with so high an office, but a disposition to passion and invective, well calculated to make impressions unfa- 
vorable to the military character of the accused, and foreboding a renewal of persecution. 

Your remonstrants have been prompted to an expression of these feelings, not only from a disposition to resist 
oppression from whatsoever quarter it may come, even if directed against the most humble and obscure member of 
the community, but also from a long acquaintance with the person injured in this instance, a knowledge of his vir- 
tue and integrity as a man, and his prety bape fidelity as a soldier. During a command of several years at a post 
where not only the greatest firmness and the strictest attention to discipline were necessary, but also the discharge 
of his duty in enforcing obedience to the laws had an almost unavoidable tendency to create numerous and impla- 
cable enemies; in this situation, the true state of which was but little known beyond the bounds of this State, we 
have seen him not only cause the: laws to be respected and obeyed, but also, by the humanity and delicacy of his 
conduct, conciliate the esteem of the offenders, and cause those to refrain through affection, whom fear alone had 
been found insufficient to restrain. In other situations also, in all of which no glory or reputation in the view of the 
world could be acquired, and where no reward awaited him beyond the approbation of his own conscience, we have 
ever seen him patient, persevering, industrious, and obedient to all orders, which were in any way directed to the 
promotion of the public good. In fine, we declare that in the whole of his official conduct, which as fallen under 
our inspection, we have seen much commanding our approbation, and deserving our imitation, but nothing which, in 
our opinion, even malice itself could censure. ; 

Your remonstrants further beg leave to call to the recollection of your honorable body, that the accused, Colonel 
Butler, entered into the service of his country early in the revolutionary war, during the whole of which depressi 
and perilous period he stood the firm and active officer—after its close, his desire to serve his country continned. 
The defeat at the site of Fort Recovery, which witnessed the death of General Butler, left his brother among the 
wounded. Search the history of the American army, you will often find the name of Butler; but where was it 
marked with disgrace? Was he ever accused of disobedience? Never, until the case occurred to which we now 
call your attention. When roused by the signal of danger, he was first at his post, and the first to refuse submis- 
sion to indignity. The pride of a veteran of | twenty-six years’ service was roused by the order for cropping his 
venerable grey hairs, an order unsanctioned either by law, reason, or the usages of the army. 

Your remonstrants further a perm that, possessing the principles of freemen, they shudder at the idea of being 
compelled to obey an illegal an iyomy mandate—that, possessing the feelings of men, they can never passively 
stoop to such degradation. While the delegated powers of the Union are generally circumscribed by barriers, 
which they must not overleap, how long must it be regretted, that our fellow-citizens of the army are subject to an 
authority absolute and arbitrary. How much is it to be feared, that the uncontrolled power of a commander of your 
army shall, by the force of a general order, drive from your service the most experienced and most useful officers; 
oppress the bravest and most virtuous men; pursue with unrelenting aes, under pretexts the most frivolous, 
those who — fought your battles, and spilled their blood in your defence; and finally degrade the military cha- 
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racter of your army, by illegal and unnecessary orders, unmerited censures, malicious arrests, and reprimands, cru- 
el if not ridiculous. ; ae 

Your remonstrants are well aware of the necessity of discipline and subordination in an army; but they cannot 
conceive it the duty of a freeman to obey an order unsanctioned by law, without meaning, without utility, capri- 
cious and absurd, irrelative to the duties of a soldier, degrading to a man, and destructive of that pride whick consti- 
tutes the soul of an army. ~ 4 . , 

If this despotic abuse of power is tolerated, when shall it cease? Shail your militia, when called out in defence 
of their country, partake of the humiliation? Shall they be compelled to sustain a mutilation to humour the caprice of 
an individual? Must they submit to a mark to render them unlike their fellow citizens? They hope not; and that 
when their country requires the calling out a aeiacy force from the body of its citizens, it will not be shackled with 
such humiliating conditions as to render it ineffectual. __ 

Under the impressions excited by the transaction which has called forth an expression of these sentiments, your 
petitioners hope, with due submission and respect, that your honorable body will ordain and establish such articles 
and rules for the future regulation of the army, as will prevent abuses of power, and preserve from indignity and 
insult those who devote their lives to the service of their country. — 

Your remonstrants bes leave further to represent, that Colonel Thomas Butler, of the United States Army, is the 
character that has been thus illegally and improperly dealt with, and in consequence thereof, the feelings of your 
remonstrants have been raised to make that representation of facts which they have now done; and they also beg 
leave to represent, that the order alluded to in this remonstrance, is radically illegal and despotic, that the cause 
which gave to it birth is trifling, and unworthy the attention of a great General belonging tu the United States army, 
and, therefore, as republicans, we feel ourselves justified and emboldened in bringing to the view of your honorable 
body his particular situation. 

e, your remonstrants, further and lastly beg leave to make known to your honorable body, the second arrest of 
Colonel ‘Thomas Butler, of the United States a for the simple crime of not cropping his hair, during his late 
command at New Orleans; and hope your honorable body will not only render such general relief as the nature of 
our Government requires, in its present peculiar state of good order and tranquillity, but that you will specifically 
relieve this worthy, aged, and respectable officer, Colonel Butler, from persecution. 


Andrew Jackson, Major General, William Hall, 

Shadrach Nye, Adjutant, Stockley Donelson, Colonel, 

Charles Donoho, Thomas Harney, 

James C. Wilson, | Robert Hays, Colonel, 

W. J. Anderson, Aid-de-camp to Major General, Robert Purdy, late Captain United States Army, 
Daniel Smith, Jno. Dickinson, Attorney at Law, 

J. Whiteside, Attorney General, Jno. Anderson, Merchant, 


Henry Bradford, Major, Samuel Finney, 
William Trigg, jupr. John Gordon, Captain, 








G. O. Blackmore, Brigade Major, Joseph Hays, Doctor, 
James Cryer, Justice of the Peace, 
Hinchey Pettway, Merchant, 

Thomas Mitchell, 

James Desha, Merchant, 

Robert B. Mitchel, 

B. Seawell, Attorney at Law and Colonel, 
Nathaniel W. Williams, Attorney at Law, 
Robert Whyte, Attorney at Law, 

John H. Bauen, Attorney at Law, 

J. Wharton, Attorney at Law, 

J. Hutchings, Merchant, 

H. G. Burton, Attorney at Law, 

Josephus H. Coun Merchant, 

Thomas Master, Major, 

James Mannell, Senator, 

Griswald Latimer, Captain, 

Demey More, Major, 

William Gwin, Captain, 

Joseph T. Williams, Major, 


Thomas A. Claiborne, formerly of the Army of the Unit- 
ed States, 

A. Foster, Merchant, 

John McNairy, Judge, &c. 

William Tait, Merchant, 

Deaderich & ‘Tatum, Merchants, Nashville, 

Stephen Cantrell, ' 

James Tatum, Lieut. 3d N. C. R. late Revolutionary 


Army, 
J. Childress, jun. Marshal, 
King, Carson, & King, Merchants, Nashville, 
Tho. Dillahunty, J. P 
poet iy I Physi f Nashvill 
oger B. Sappington, Physician of Nashville, 
Beal Bossley, 
William Lytle, 
John Childress, 
Wm. Black, 
Jos. Erwin, 
Tho. Tho m, 





Isaac Lane, Captain, | 0. 
Archibald Marlin Magistrate William Russell, 

J. C. Hamelton, Attorney at Law, R. C. Foster, Member of the Legislature, 

David Shelby, Clerk S. C. ; Robert and William Searcy, Merchants, 

Thos. Stuart, Attorney for West Tennessee dist. Tho. Cruteher, ‘Treasurer, Mero District, 

William W. Roose, Colonel, James Hennen, M. D. 

Isham T. Davis, Captain, _ J. H. Parker, 

William Montgomery, Justice of the Peace, Jos. Colman, 

J. Winchester, Brigadier General 4th Brigade, Ho. Tatieur, late Captain in the Revolutionary army of 


Edward Douglass, Lieut. Colonel, Sumner county, the United States. 





No. 55. [2d Session. 
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MILITARY FORCE, THE POSTS AT WHICH STATIONED, AND THE EXPENSES OF FORTI- 
FICATIONS, ARSENALS, ARMORIES, AND MAGAZINES, IN THE YEARS 1803 anp 1804. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 15, 1805. 


War Deparrment, February 13, 1805. 


Sir: 

In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the United States, of the 22d ultimo, I have 
the honor of transmitting, herewith, a statement of the number of officers and privates in the actual service of the 
United States, during the years one thousand eight hundred and three, and one thousand eight hundred and four; 
and also the names of the posts where soldiers were stationed during those periods, together with the number ot 
privates and officers at such posts; and also a detailed statement of the sums expended during the years one thou- 
sand eight hundred and three, and one thousand eight hundred and four, on fortifications, arsenals, armories, and 


magazines. . 
I h to be tfully, obedient humble servant 
have the honor , very respectfully, your u » H. DRARBORN. 


To the Honorable the Spzaxer of the ; 
House of Representatives of the United States. 
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184 MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


(1805. 





RECAPITULATION. 











Expenditures | Expenditures} Total 
in 1803. in 1804, Amount. 





Fortifications. 
Boston, . , ; ; ‘ 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
New London, Connecticut, 
Baltimore, Maryland, 
Norfolk, Virginia, : ‘ 
Fort Johnston, Wilmington, North Carolina, 
Vincennes, Indiana Territory, : e 
Kaskaskias, ‘ ; 
St. Louis, : oe 
Washington, Mississippi Territory, 


7 = etaiies Armories. 
arper’s Ferry, Virginia ; 
Springfield, 7 ts ars 


Arsenals and Magazines. 
Albany, New York, : ‘ : 
West Point, do. . 

Schuylkill, Pennsylvania, 
Washington City, 

South Carolina, 
Kentucky, 


Magazines. 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, : 
New London, Virginia, . 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, 


Dollars, - 





| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
' 
e | 
| 
| 


$10,457 41 $2,000 00 |$12,457 41 


100 00 100 00 
+ 132 00 132 00 
316 18 40 00 356 18 


7,500 00 | 2,000 00] 9,500 00 
2,900 00} 2,900 00 


358 50 - 358 50 
200 00 370 00 570 00 

- 500 00 500 00 
655 00 - 655 00 


28,563 84 33,400 00 | 61,963 84 
33,246 80 44,719 27 | 77,966 07 


468 O1 432 65 900 66 
2,712 90 798 89} 3,511 79 
8,776 11 9,615 34 | 18,391 45 
1,433 68 | 4,987 89 | 6,421 57 
8,448 00 | 6,000 00 | 14,448 00 
5,312 00 6,200 00 | 11,512 00 


170 00 133 45 303 45 
233 33 162 50 395 83 
36 O1 - 36 Ol 








108,887 77 | 114,491 99 | 223,379 76 











In addition to the above expenditures on fortifications, other charges will arise on the settlement of agents’ 
accounts, which have not yet been rendered for adjustment. 


DepartMent oF War, ccountant’s Office, February 6, 1805. 


8th Concress. ] 





THE 


No. 56. 





MILITIA. 


WM. SIMMONS 
Accountant Department of War 


[2d_Session. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 28, 1805. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
before Congress a statement of the Militia of the United States, according to the returns iast 


I now la 


received from the several States. It will be perceived that some of these are not of recent dates, and that, from the 
States of Maryland, Delaware, and Tennessee, no returns are stated. As far as appears from our records, none 


were ever rendered from either of these States. 


February 28, 1805. 


TH: JEFFERSON. 
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1806. ] 7 MILITIA. 189 





9th ConcrEss.] . No. 57. [ist Sesston 
THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 2, 1806. 


Mr. Varnum, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the message of the President of the United 
States, of the 3d of December, as relates to the organization and classification of the militia, and to the augment- 
ation of the land forces, made the following report, in part: 


In relation to a classification and new organization of the militia. The most extensive view of this part of the 
subject which has occurred to the committee is, a division of the militia into four classes, in the following 
manner, viz. those between eighteen and twenty-one years of age to compose one class; those between twenty- 
one and twenty-six to compose a second class; those between twenty-six and thirty-five to compose a third class; 
and those between thirty-five and forty -five to compose the fourth class; each class to be under a separate organization, 
and to be commanded by separate corps of officers. To this kind of organization, as it relates to the first class, we are 
met by a constitutional objection. By the Constitution of the United States, Congress are empowered “ to provide for 
organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, reserving to the States, respectively, the appointment of the officers.” 

By some of the State constitutions it is provided, that the captains and subalterns of the militia shall be chosen 
by such of the persons who compuse the respective companies as are upwards of twenty-one years of age, so that 
there is no constitutional provision by which such States can appoint officers to command a class of the militia com- 
posed of minors. 

Knowledge of tactics, and an acquaintance with subordination and discipline, are acquirements of such impor- 
tance to our national defence, that the promotion of them among the militia ought to be a primary object with the 
Government, and, no doubt, is exceedingly desirable in the minds of the Sdietineal allman, But such means ought to 
be adopted by the Government as are best calculated to effect the object, with as little fatigue and expense to in- 
dividuals as the nature of the case will admit. It is conceived, that the fatigue and expense of military discipline 
is, in a very great degree, proportionate to the population of the different parts of the country where the duty is per- 
formed, or, in other words, it is proportionate to the distance each individual composing the different corps is com- 
— to travel to reach his place of pom. Under the present organization of the militia, this idea is fully veri- 

ed—the difference in the expense of militia meetings, in those parts of the country where the inhabitants are the 

most dispersed, when compared with similar meetings, in the more populous parts, is very appafent; and, besides, 
the nature of the case compels us to believe, that the same cause will produce a similar disparity in military ac- 
quirement. . 

These, however, are evils which grow out of the nature of the case, and cannot be remedied, but by the in- 
crease of population, because the principles of the organization are calculated to render the formation of the differ- 
ent corps as compact as is consistent with proper military arrangements. 

By the organization and classification of the militia, in the manner which has been named, the limits of each 
corps must be extended over four times the quantity of territory it now occupies, and, consequently, would burthen 
the citizens with a proportionate additional expense in the acquisition of a competent portion of military information 
or operate as a proportionate preventive to such acquisition. ‘The subject has been viewed in another point of 
light, that is, to-call on the two senior classes to exercise but once in a year, so as to proportion the quantum of 
exercise to the extension of the corps. In this case, all the evils attendant on the extension of the different corps 

* over additional territory will attach to the junior classes which could attach to them in the other case, and the con- 
sequent hazard of a failure in discipline will remain. Saas 

Military knowledge, like that of every other science, without practice, is soon forgotten, and, although it is not 
probable that the whole of the militia will be needed in the field at any one time, yet, in case of invasion, it is very 
possible that all who are in the vicinity of the assailants may be necessary, and, as it is away at what point an 
enemy may make his attack, all should be prepared to meet such an event; but, from a deficiency in discipline, or the 
want of a competent knowledge in tactics, in the two senior classes only, an important opportunity for a speedy 
extermination of an enemy might be lost, and the lives of many valuable citizens put in jeopardy. It is, therefore, 
believed, that this experiment is inadmissible. at _— f 

Another view of this subject has suggested a classification of the militia by ages, under the existing organization, 

for the sole purpose of designating those persons who are under twenty-six years of age as the only proper objects of mi- 
litia duty in the field, except in cases of great emergency, and in their particular vicinage. From eighteen to twen- 
ty-one years of age is a period of life in which the young men of the United States are employed in completing an 
education, in pursuit of mechanical information, or in acquiring a necessary acquaintance with some other branch 
of business, occupation, or profession, on the improvement of which they calculate to obtain a subsistence. From 
twenty-one to twenty-six, they are improving their previous acquirements in their various occupations and profes- 
sions, and thereby laying a foundation for a decent support of themselves and families through life: this is a period, 
also, at which the young men of the United States generally engage in matrimony, and_ become chargeable with 
— which renders their time as dear to them, from eighteen to twenty-six years of age, as at any other pe- 
riod of life. 

It would seem, therefore, that an arrangement which would compel this class of our citizens to bear the princi- 

val part of the burthen of national defeice might justly be deemed a departure from that principle of distributive 
justice which ought to be a paramount characteristic of the Government of the United States. wre, 

That young men wonld better endure the fatigues of a long campaign than those more advanced in life is not 
doubted; but whether, on a sudden emergency, they would be more useful in repulsing an enemy than an equal 
number of enrolled militia, on an average from eighteen to forty-five, is a question of doubt; if, however, it should 
be considered that the advantage is in tavor of the young men, it is confidently believed, that the advantage in that 
case to the song would not be of a: sufficient magnitude to justify the Government in imposing on them such an 
unequal burthen. : fe ney 

i the proposed system should be adopted; the total I yo of the existing organization of the militia must 
be the consequence. It may be proper here again to remark, that, by the Constitution of the United States is vested 
in the General Government the power “to provide for orgamzing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for 
governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United States;” but the same article of the 
constitution is express in ‘‘ reserving to the States, respectively, the appointment of, the officers, and the authority 
of training the militia, according to the discipline prescribed by Congress.” By this arrangement in the constitu- 
tion, the powers necessary to produce an efficient militia are divided between the General Government and the 
State governments. In pursuance of the power vested in the General Government on this subject, Congress did, 
in the year 1792, pass an act to establish an uniform militia throughout the United States, which act seems to embrace 
all the principles in the case delegated to Congress. Soon after the passage of that law by ee yo a considera- 
tion of the subject was assumed by the Legislatures of all the States, and laws have been passed by all the States 
for carrying that system into effect, so that, by the co-operation of the General Government and the State govern- 
ments, the militia are now completely organized and officered throughout the Union. It is now thirteen years since 
this system has been in operation; the people ame! under it have, in a great degree, become acquainted with it, 
and attached to it; and, in many parts of the Union, military discipline is rapidly progressing under it, and it can- 
not with propriety be doubted, that the militia of the United States, under the existing organization, are amply com- 
petent to a defence against the intrusion of any invading enemy. To derange this system, then, and introduce one 
totally new and untried, one in which it is not certain that the State Legislatures will concur, and which is of 
doubtful aspect as it relates tu the approbation of the body of the People, would, in the opinion of the committee, 
at this important crisis of our natidnal affairs, be putting too much at risk. 

They therefore recommend the following resolution: 


d, That it is inexpedient to adopt measures for the classification or new organization of the militia. 
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FIRE ARMS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 11, 1806. 


“War DepartMENT, January 10, 1806. 


In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the United States of the 8th instant, I 
have the honor, through you, to lay before the said House, a statement of the number of fire arms fit for use, the pro- 
perty of the United States, designating the places where they are deposited. 

am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


; H. DEARBORN. 
The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


A Statement of the Fire Arms fit for use, the property of the United States, designating the places where they are 
deposited, made by the Secretary of War, in po hd to the resolution of the House of Movucaea the 
nited States of the 8th of January, 1806. 






































PLACES WHERE DEPOSITED. — a Rifles. | Fusees. pot 
Bos i RES Sawaal 
Fort Constitution, - - - . | 76 | 
Sumner, - : - - | 189 
Do. Wolcott - - - - - 83 
Do. Independence. - - ~ - - 131 | 
Do. Trumbull, - - - : ° 31 | 
Do. Jay, - - : - - 216 
Do. Detroit, ag a : - - - | 959 51 - 13 
Do. Michillimackinac, - - . - | 79 6 - 3 
Do. McHenry, - - - a ‘ 5 
Do. Nelson, ee : - - : 100 
Do. Johnston, South Carolina, = - a 7 5 31 
Do. Greene, - - . ie . 25 
Do. Claiborne, - - - . 28 
Do. St. Philip, ee - . ‘ ¥ 20 
Do. Johnston, North Carolina, = - . 299 
Do. St. Stephens, = - : ° ‘ 92 17 
Do. Wilkinson, - - - . 238 ‘ . 37 
Southwest Point, - - . ‘ 943 - - 20 
~ St. Vincennes, - - - ‘ ; 31 
Natchitoches, : - - ‘ 27 
New Orleans, - - . - . 5,398 21 - 9 
West Point, - - - - ° 2,276 28 - 18 
Carlisle, - - - - - ‘ 287 
Harper’s Ferry, - - - . 9,486 | 2,488 - 58 
Springfield, - - - ° . 39,668 . 20 245 
Albany, - - - - o 6,712 
Pittsburg, - - . . 853 100 4 
New Haven, - BAS 5 aa - . ‘ 500 
On board Revenue Cutter Virginia, e a a 12 | 
Due from McPherson’s corps, = - - ° ° 128 
Due from volunteer corps, - ‘ " 7 934 | 
Due from Navy Department, - e ‘ " 809 i ‘ 246 
Treasury Department, - ~ ‘ ‘ 12 | “ 6 
War Office, : - - » m 8 7 2 
Portland - - : . ‘ 200 
State of Rhode Island, . = M 500 : 
State of South Carolina, - ° " , 2,000 
State of North Carolina, - - . " 1,550 
State of Georgia, - - . - 1,500 
City of Washington, &c. - - : - 3,347 
At the arsenal in Kentucky, - vo 2 A 8,000 
Deposited by certain recruiting officers, with sundry persons, e 250 
Philadelphia, - - - ° . 26,063 5 6 1,206 
Fort Washington, - - - - . 105 51 - 77 
New London, - - - ‘ i . 30 
Niagara, : . - - . - 2 
Loaned Captain John Turner, = - - i" ‘ : 75 
Loaned the Indian Department, - - ‘ . - 322 
Mississippi Territory, - - be - | « 500 
Total, - 113,501 | 3,666 62 1,938 
Carbines. 
West Point, - - - - - ‘ ‘ 590 
= ’ - - . - - - - 7 249 
ttsbu - - - - - - - - 19 
Philadelphia, - . : . : : : : 60 
918 


The arms now in the hands of the troops in the service of the United States are not included in the above 
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FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 28, 1806. 


Mr. Mrrcuit1, from the committee to whom was referred the memorial of the merchants of New York, submitted 
a report on that part of the same which relates to ** the defenceless situation of the port of New York.” 


Early in the history of North America, the harbor of New York was discovered oF the Dutch to be a convenient 

lace of resort for “> Subsequent experience has proved the judgment of the Hollanders to have been good. 
The place where the North river forms a junction with Long Island sound is as well, if not better, adapted to na- 
vigation and trade than any which the Atlantic coast affords. 

The city, at the head of the harbor, is about twenty-seven miles from the ocean, the ebb and flow of the tide is 
about six feet. The saltness of the water is not much inferior to that of the neighboring sea. 

The harbor is a bay or basin, surrounded chiefly by islands; though the space from the foot of the Neversunk 
hills, to the mouth of the river Raritan, and another space from Bergen point to Hobocken, are parts of the main 
land which skirt the shores between the insular positions. The land is mostly low, and is composed principally of 
gravel, sand, and loam, and, in certain spots, strata of solid granite appear. 

The island of Sandy Hook, where the light house stands, 1s liitle more than a beach rising not far above the level 
of spring tides. Staten Island swells into moderate hills, and presents, especially on its eastern side, several bold 
elevations. Long Island, whose western extremity loses its ridges and hills in the plains of Flatlands and New- 
trecht, still retains at the Narrows, where its cliffs are somewhat abrupt and prominent, several positions of consider- 
able strength. On these shores of the two last mentioned islands, the army of the enemy was landed ib 1776, and 
a repetition of such an invasion might be discouraged by the erection of suitable works to oppose it. Governor’s 
Island has already been much improved by military works, and is the spot on which Fort ye and the principal 
other fortifications have been erected. Bedloe Island, though very small, has also been considered proper for de- 
fensive operations, and, in some degree, prepared to annoy an enemy. On Manhattan Island, where the city of 
New York stands, there was once a fort and battery. ‘These have been demolished of late years, under a conviction 
of their unfitness, as have likewise some more recent breastworks and parapets, which, though constructed but eight 
or nine years ago, were, within a twelvemonth, destroyed by the people who made them. 

Between these islands there are deep channels and rapid currents. Ships of large force may be brought in from 
sea and anchored in safety abreast of the town. And, having once reached that station, there is water enough to 
convey frigates or even larger ships quite to the city of Hudson. 

To the saltness, depth, and swiftness of the current, is to be ascribed the openness of the harbor of New York 
during the winter. In 1780, its surface was covered by a thick and strong covering of ice. ‘The like has never 
happened since, not even during the rigorous winter of 1805. And it is remarkable, that, while the Delaware, Pa- 
tapsco, and Potomac are frozen, and Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Alexandria are secured thereby from the fleets of 
an invader, the bay of New York, though situated further to the northward, possesses commonly nosuch protection, 
but is accessible from the ocean, with but trifling impediment. . 

The insecurity of the city is evinced by other facts. With a small squadron of ships in 1674, the English took 
it from the Dutch. Shortly afterwards it was retaken with almost equal ease. No cause of attack occurring until 
the commencement of the revolutionary war, it was found utterly incapable of defence . =o a hostile fleet and 
army in 1776, and abandoned to the enemy by the troops arrayed for its protection. And that very foe, which then 
gained the possession, held it asa garrison until 1783, when, on its evacuation, the inhabitants were enabled to 
return to their homes, after an exile of seven long years. ; 

Since the Revolution, New York has greatly increased in ne extent, capital, and enterprise. The me- 
morialists state that there one third of the national revenue is collected. They hope so important a sea port may be 
thought worthy of an efficient defence; and they beg that a portion of the public treasure accumulated in that = tong 
may be expended in rendering both that treasure and the city in which it is kept more secure. 

For the further information of the Senate, the committee beg leave to observe, that a piece of land has been al- 
ready purchased by the State, on Staten Island, comprehending the high point on which the signal poles of the mer- 
chants are erected. The greater part of Governor’s Island is understood to be the property of the State—a small 
part of it only having been purchased by the nation. On these parcels of ground the labor of constructing works is 
the principal matter of expense. And it is in this posture of affairs that the memorialists, after the State has done 
so much, ask the nation to bear a proportional part of the charge, necessary to provide more formidable means of 
defence and offence. ‘ aecliiacia! . 

Extravagant estimates have been made by certain jobbers and projectors. Artificial islands, and immense piers, 
and enormuus floating batteries, and vast chevaux de frises, have been talked of; enough to absorb the whole reve- 
nue, and to terrify all sober calculators of the cost. The committee have dismissed those schemes, as savouring 
rather of the visionary and magnificent, than of the useful and feasible. They content themselves with recommend- 
ing an appropriation to a moderate amount, for making further military improvements on the sites already purchased, 
and which the State may hereafter purchase and surrender; in full confidence, at the same time, that a due propor- 
tion of the heavy artillery, armed ships, and gun boats of the nation, will be stationed at the harbor of New York. 

Under these impressions, the following proposition is submitted: 2 ; 

Resolved, That it is expedient to appropriate tl e sum of dollars, to be laid out in such manner, and under 
such direction, as Congress shall judge proper, in fortifying the harbor and city of New York. wa 

The committee have deemed it to be within the limits assigned them, to recommend another proposition, in favor 
of the capital'of South Carolina: ; : 

Resolved, That it is expedient to appropriate the sum of dollars, to be laid out in such manner, and under 
such regulations, as Congress shall judge proper, in a the port of Charleston in South Carolina. ; 

And, for the purpose of providing for other defenceless places, if any such there be, the commit.ee submit an- 
other proposition: ‘ ; : ; aah 

Resolved, ‘That it is expedient to appropriate the sum of dollars, to be laid out in fortifying such ports and 
harbors, other than New York and Charleston, as the President of the United States shall think most conducive to 
the public security. 

OMMITTEE Room, January 27, 1806. 
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FORTIFICATIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 18, 1806. 


70 the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I now communicate to the House of Representatives the information desired by their resolutions of January 
24, relative to the fortifications erected at the several ports and harbors of the United States, and their territories, 


and to the navy and navy yards of the United States. 


February 18, 1806. 


‘ 


Report of the Secretary of War. 
of a resolution of the House 0 


TH: JEFFERSON. | ; 


made by direction of the President of the United States, in pursuance of that part 


within the United States, and the territories thereof. 


Representatives of the United States, of the 24th ult. relating to fortifications 




































































Probable sums} 
Ports & Hurbors| Names of the | Sums expended on the | necessary for | A general description of the Works, with Remarks. 
fortified. Forts. Works. repairs and 
| improvements. 
a 77 
1795 $791 00 
| 1796 369 00 A small enclosed work, with a block house, 
| 1797 68 25 magazine, and barrack, and a detached battery, 
1798 1,200 00 near the water, for heavy cannon, with a store 
Portland, Fort Sumner, | 1799 4,294 06 house, and furnace for heating cannon ball; au- 
Dist. of Maine. 1800 1,419 48 thorized by an act of Congress, of the 20th of 
| 1801 357 46 March, 1794. The works generally require re- 
1802 60 00 pairs. 
| Total, $8,559 25 oes 
| | 1794 $250 00 
1795 266 00 
| | 1796 316 00 
| 1798 1,000 00 The remains of an ancient fortification, which 
Portsmouth, Fort 1800 2,570 81 have been repaired, at different periods, with 
N. Hampshire.| Constitution, | 1801 6,699 87 | $6,000 00 | some improvements; but still require consider- 
| 1802 537 54 | able improvements and repairs. 
| 1804 100 00 
| - 1805 3,000 00 
| | Total, $14,740 22 
Fortifications authorized by act of Congress, 
Cape Ann, of the 20th of March, 1794. A site selected, 
Massachusetts. and drawing made, by the engineer, of works 
contemplated; which were commenced but 
never completed. 
| 
1794 $93 60 
Salem, 1799 2,000 00 | A_ block house, magazine, and battery; au- 
Massachusetts.) 1800 500 00 | thorized by act of Congress, of March 20th, 
anmsen 1794. Wanting repairs. 
| Total, $2,593 60 | 
| 
| 1794 $300 00 | 
1795 1,011 68 | 
| 1796 508 87 | | 
Marblehead, 1797 114 84 ; A block house, magazine, and battery; au- 
Massachusetts. | 1799 8,500 32 | | thorized by act of Congress, of March 20th, 
| 1800 2,560 15 | 1794. Wanting repairs. 
| 1801 639 05 | | 
| Total, $13,634 91 | | 
1794 $496 27 
1795 1,342 50 
1800 46,304 21 A regular, strong, enclosed work; the ram- 
Boston Harbor, Fort 1801 66,710 14 parts of stone and brick, with magazine, quar- 
Massachusetts. |Independence. | 1802 58,844 42 ters, barracks, and other buildings; commenced 
1803 10,497 57 in the year 1800, and completed in 1803. In 
1804 2,000 00 good repair. 
Total, $186,195 11 
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Probable sums 


Ports & Harbors| Names of the | Sums expended on the | necessary for | A general description of the Works, with Remarks. 








fortified. Forts. Works. repairs and 
; improvements 
Two enclosed works, with batteries, maga- 
zines, and barracks; and, in addition to a stone 
1794 $500 00 tower at the entrance of the harbor, and a block 
1795 864 75 house and battery on Rhode Island. near the 
1796 198 91 town of Newport, an extensive regular fort was 
1798 5,900 00 commenced on a small island, but no part com- 
pleted except a range of stone barracks. ‘These 


Newport, Forts Adams | 1799 50,700 00 a 
Rhode Island. | and Wolcott. | 1800 40,731 25 works were principally erected in the years 


1801 8,500 00 1798, 1799, and 1800. To complete the whule 


1802 240 33 would require very large expenditures; and, 
when completed, would not, in the smallest de- 


gree, annoy ships of war, but in one of three 














Total, $107,635 24 
open and convenient passages by which Rhode 
Island may be approached. i 

1794 $350 00 

1795 943 88 


Fortified in the course of our revoluti 


1796 200 85 
New London, Fort 1799 7,520 00 war. Several repairs have been made, at dif- 
Connecticut. | Trumbull. | 1800 413 66 ferent periods, since, with considerable im- 
1802 204 14 provements. No considerable repairs are now 
1804 4,398 19 necessary. 




















Total, $14,030 72 











1794 $1,327 00 
1795 6,866 54 
1796 1,124 00 
New York Fort Jay. 1798 30,117 24 

Harbor. 1799 40,116 18 | $60,000 00 
1800 10,124 40 
1801 10,348 05 














Total, $100.023 41 





Remarks in relation to New York Harbor. 


In the years 1794, and 1795, considerable expenses were incurred in the harbor of New York, in fortifications 
on Governor’s, Bedloe’s, and Ellis’s Islands, and in front of the city. 

On Governor’s Island, a regular enclosed work, with detached batteries for heavy cannon and mortars, was erected 
with a magazine and barracks, which require considerable repairs and improvements. On the other islands, there 
were batteries and magazines, with some barracks, which also require repairs. , ’ 

A formidable battery of heavy cannon and mortars (which is now in ruins) was erected in front of the city. A 
heavy park of artillery was also mounted on travelling carriages, and placed in a building belonging to the State, 


within the city. 

No considerable improvements have been made on the above mentioned works, or additional fortifications erected, 
for the defence of the harbor of New York, within the last five years; there having been no funds for those objects 
furnished by the State, as contemplated by the act of Congress of the 3d of May, 1798, and understood to have been 


intended by the State. 

Engineers were ss on by the Governor of the State to survey and examine the harbor, and to report the best 
practicable mode of defence. ‘The report, accompanied by drawings and estimates, was transmitted to the President 
of the United States in the year 1801. By this project, the principal works were to be at Sandy Huok. ‘The es- 
timates, amounting to 3,968,658 dollars, were considered as a sufficient reason for rejecting the report; the debt of 
the State of New Vork (which was the limit of the sum authorized to be oe gop being only $1,852,035. In 
January, 1805, a report was also received from another engineer, accompanied by a letter from the mayor of the 
city, in which the Narrows were contemplated as the principal place of defence. The estimates for completing the 
works amounted to 2,000,000 of dollars, and the piau of defence proposed inspired no confidence. 

Lieutenant Colonel Williams, of the corps of engineers, was, last autumn, directed to make such a survey of 
the harbor of New York, as would enable him to — with accuracy, the width of the Narrows, from the water’s 
edge on each side; the distances from Governor’s Is and to Bedloe’s, to Ellis’s Island, and to the battery in front of 
the city, and from the city to the nearest point on the Jersey shore. ‘This duty he performed, and reported, accompany- 
ing his report with a drawing of the harbor, showing the relative situation of the several points alluded to in his in- 
structions, with remarks on the subject generally, and particularly on fortifying the Narrows. 

I will here take the liberty of offering some general remarks, on the subject of defending our ports and harbors. 

Notwithstanding the experience of ages to the contrary, an opinion appears to have been prevalent, and in many 
cases relied upon, that fixed batteries, on the margins of channels not more than one mile in width, might, under 
the direction of skilful officers, render the passage of ships of war so difficult and unsafe, as to prevent their attempt- 
ing such passages. It is the more remarkable, that such an opinion should have continued to prevail, after so many 
instances have occurred of ships of war not only having passed the best batteries within even point blank shot, 
(which is less than 500 yards) but of their presenting their broadsides to such batteries, with springs on their 
cables, and sustaining the fire for a considerable length of time, and even, in many cases, of silencing the batteries. 

The action, in the year 1801, between a British squadron and several strong batteries, in the harbor of Copenha- 
gen, where, probably, there was no want of skill or bravery on the side of the Danes, (the result of which is in the 
recollection of every one) | ae beyond any reasonable doubt, the incorrectness of the opinion alluded to, Many 
other instances might be adduced, as evidence of the em pr 9d of relying on fixed batteries for preventing ships 
of war, with a fair wind and tide, passing through a channel of one mile in width, or even within point blank shot 
of the batteries, especially where the course is nearly direct, as is the case at the Narrows, at the entrance of New 
This passage cannot be reduced to less than seven-eighths of a mile in width, and that only by erect- 


York harbor. 
ing works on a reef 500 yards from Long Island shore, where there are three feet of water at the lowest time of tide, 


and nine feet at high water. 
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pre 
pectations of destroy 


batteries as she 


recollected 


pared at several places on t 


on 
distance up the Hudson, above 


ny, that in the summer of 1776 
ew York; that it was known she would soon pass down b 
he bank of the river, in and above the city, wit 


: the most » 
stroying the ship on her passage; but, although she descended in the day time, ms on 
which afforded full time for the batteries to act on her, 


> ho apparent inju 
red to be no more incommoded by the 


batteries which could be erected on either or both shores. 


It now remains to be decided: 1st. Whether the Narrows, or any other points, are susceptible of being so forti- 
fied as to afford a sufficient defence to the harbor and city? 

2dly. Whether any other practicable system of defence may be sufficiently relied upon? and, 

3dly. What general or particular system ought to be adopted? 


,.a British ship, of about forty guns, had been some 


that city, and the bat- 


with a moderate breeze, 


r, and a tremendous cannonade commenced from the respective 
was received by the ship; and it was generally remarked, that he ap- 


> mor tteries than if no shot had been fired. Her distance from the: batteries 
was about half a mile, which is little more than the distance of the centre of the channel in the 


Narrows from any 


That the harbor of New York is not susceptible of such defence as ought to be relied on by permanent or fixed 
batteries, must be evident to every one who will reflect upon the subject; and, consequently, that some other system 
queht to be adopted. This, it is presumed, should consist of at least one regular enclosed work, capable of being 
defended against a sudden assault, together with such fixed batteries as may most effectually annoy ships of war on 
their approach to the city, and while in a situation to batter it; and also of a suitable weight of moving batteries, by 
land and water, such as a heavy park of cannon and howitzers, mounted on travelling carriages, and placed in the 
city, together with a sufficient number of well constructed gun-boats. Should such a system of defence not be con- 
sidered as sufficient for the security of the harbor and city of New York, it will be difficult, if not sagenainaatie, to 


propose any adequate to the object, short of heavy ships of war, in sufficient number to meet any force which an 
enemy may direct against that place. 


= —— 











Probable sums 


Ports & Harb Names of the | Sums expended on | necessary for| A general description of the Works, with Remarks, 
fortified. Forts, the Works. repairs and 


improvements. 








1794 $5,142 00 


A regular enclosed work, with batteries, ma- 
1795 2,382 00 


gazines, and barracks, principally erected in the 


Mud Island, |} Fort Mifflin. | 1798 12,576 52 years 1798, 1799, and 1800. Some repairs are 
below Phila- 1799 28,000 00 $2,000 necessary. 
delphia, Penn- 1800 15,000 00 
sylvania. 1801 1,169 25 
1803 91 32 


Total, $64,361 09 








Wilmington, 


A selection and survey of a site for a fortifi- 
Delaware. 


cation, authorized by the act of Congress of 
the 20th of March, 1794, but no works erected. 








1794 $500 00 A regular fortification of mason work, with 
1795 900 69 batteries, magazine, and barracks, erected prin- 
1796 1,068 39 cipally in the years 1798, 1799, and 1800. No 
1797 802 00 considerable repair necessary. 
1798 17,624 50 
Baltimore Har-|Fort M‘Henry.| 1799 11,538 41 
bor, Maryland. 1800 53,044 66 
1801 8,185 71 
1802 1,052 58 
1803 316 18 
1804 40 00 


Total, $95,073 12 














Annapolis, 1795 $268 50 __An examination and a survey of a site for for- 
Maryland. ‘s tifications, but the works not completed. 
1794 $800 00 Temporary works erected in the year 1795, 
Alexandria, 1795 1,208 00 now in ruins. 
District of Co- as 
lumbia. Total, $2,008 00 





1794 $3,210 85 Commenced in the year 1794, repaired and 





1795 1,193 50 improved in the years 1802, 1803, and 1804, 
1799 402 00 with extensive batteries, a magazine, and bar- 
1800 1,181 58 racks. Considerable improvements and repairs 
Norfolk, Vir- | Fort Nelson. | 1802 4,000 00 $8,000 | yet necessary. 
ginia. 1803 7,500 00 
1804 2,000 00 
1805 600 00 
Total, $20,087 93 
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REPORT—Continued. 
Probable sums 
Ports & Harbors | Names of the | Sums expended on | necessary for | A general description of the Works, with Remarks. 
fortified. Forts. the Works, repairs and 
improvements. 

On an island, called Beacon Island, a work 
was commenced in the year 1795, but not com- 
pleted; and in the year 1799 measures were di- 

Ocracock Har- rected for the erection of an enclosed work on 
bor, North the ruins of the former work, but from a belief 
Carolina. that no work could be erected and supported 

at that place, which would afford any consider- 
able protection to the harbor, none has been 
erected. It is presumed that two gun boats 
would more poor ety By that harbor than 
any fixed batteries that might be erected. 
= as years 1798 ot ee ane paiee ems ooie 
aa oo = in erecting new works on the old site, which, 

1799 6,333 33 Fm mye ey nanan and a. > 

. , e part of the gentleman who contracted | 

Ca ta ogg Fort Johnston, re 3993 — $1,000 | complete them, are yet unfinished, (but will 

: P 1804 2900 00 probably be completed the present year. They 
’ will, ... en — ce the = of bay 
n boats to afford sufficient protection e 
Total, $27,826 73 in, and the town of Wilmington. 
Georgetown Some cannon were mounted in the year 1794, 
Ss. Cardlion. er8 Gne 68 but no works erected. 

Forts repaired and improved on the ruins of 
works erected in the course of our revolutionary 
war; but as the State of South Carolina has not 

1794 $3,850 00 considered it expedient, until the last session 

1795 4,625. 45 of its Legisiature, to cede the sites of those 

1796 1,149 00 $30,000 | works, or of any others, no considerable repairs 

Forts 1797 912 00 have been made on them, or any new works 
Charleston, Moultrie, | 1798 4,205 98 commenced. j 5 
S. Carolina. | Pinckney and | 1799 11,500 00 The fortifications are now almost in ruins, 
Johnston. | 1801 48 68 principally occasioned by an unusual storm 
oa which happened in 1804. 

Total, $26,291 11 the cession recently made should meet 
the approbation of Congress, improvements on 
the fortifications in Charleston harbor ought, 
without delay, to be commenced. 

| On a small island called Cockspur, near the 
mouth of the river, irregular fortifications were 
| erected in the year 1794, with a battery, - 
1794 $1,050 00 zine, and barracks. In the year 1804 the works 
| 1795 86 00 and barracks were totally destroyed, and a 
Savannah, | Fort Green, | 1796 426 00 of the garrison drowned, by a storm which 
Georgia, | Ee occasioned such a rise of the water as over- 
| Total, $1,562 00 flowed the island toa considerable depth; but 
| as no cession has been made to the United States, 
| __ | by the State of Georgia, of any suitable site or 
| $15,000, if | sites, for permanent fortifications, and it not 
suitable sites| having been in the power of the Executive of 
can be ob- | the United States to procure any, on reasona- 
| tained. | ble terms, either on the Savannah river or the 
| St. Mary’s, no considerable expense has been 
incurred on the sea coast of that State, for the 
1799 $2,000 00 last five years, and the garrison has been re- 
St. Mary’s, 1800 2,578 91 moved from the St. Mary’s as well as from fort 
Georgia, 1801 2,090 38 reen. ; 

Suitable gun boats, with some heavy cannon, 

Total, $6,669 29 on travelling carriages, would, it is presumed 
afford the safest protection to Savannah and 
St. Mary’s, aided by some fixed batteries. 
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Ports & Harbors| Names of the 


fortified. 


Forts. 


Probable sums 


Sums expended on | necessary for 


the Works. repairs and 
improvements. 





New Orleans, 


Forts 





St. Louis, 
St. Charles, 
and St. Philip. 

















4 





$25,000, for 
New Orleans 

and its de- 
pendencies. 








A general description of the Works, with Remarks. 








The town of New Orleans is surrounded, ex- 
cept the front, by a mud wall, with three re- 
doubts in the rear, and two in front; the two 
latter called forts. If the works were in repair 
they would’ be incapable of sustaining a siege, 
or of affording any considerable protection 
against an assault. 

About fifty miles below the town there is an 
ancient fortification called St. Philip, with a 
battery, magazine, and barracks, which require 
considerable repairs and improvements. 

At the junction of Bayau St. John with lake 
Ponchartrain, a smal! ancient work remains, 
intended to guard that communication with 
New Orleans, against the suprencs of an 
enemy, by way of the lake. This work is out 
of repair, and will probably require considera- 
ble improvement. 

Gun boats will be necessary for the defence 
of the river and lake, in addition to fixed bat- 


teries. 
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198 MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





[ist Sesston. 


No. 61. 


9th Coneress. ] 








PAY OF OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 1, 1806. 
War Department, March 29, 1806. 


Sir: 

The Secretary of War, to whom the petition of sundry officers of the army, serving in the territory of Lou- 
isiana, has been referred, by an order of the House of Representatives of the United States, of the 25th instant, begs 
leave to remark thereon: 

That he feels a delicacy in offering any opinion on the mentee of the present pay of the army. 

Whether the facts stated in the said petition, as to the relative value of money, or the prices of the necessa- 
ries and comforts of life, between the year 1792 and the present time, are correct or not, it is presumed that it will 
not be necessary for the Secretary to give an opinion. : : 

If, under existing circumstances, it should not be thought advisable to increase the monthly pay of the officers of 
the army, there may be a propriety in establishing an uniformity in the price or value of the ration allowed to 
the officers, at a rate at least equal to the highest price at present given for the supply of our troops, which is 
eighteen cents per ration; and Congress will consider whether the present necessary expenses of living will not ren- 
der it advisable and just to increase the value of the officer’s ration to twenty cents. An established uniformity in 
the value of their rations would prevent many inconveniences in the settlement of their accounts for pay and sub- 
sistence, as it is not uncommon for an officer to be at several pusts in the course of a few months, at no two of 


which the price of the ration is the same. s 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 
The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled, the memo- 
rial of the subscribers, officers of the army, serving in Louisiana, humbly showeth: 

That the pay of the officers of the army hath not been augmented or increased since the 5th of March, 1792, at 

which time the necessaries of life, generally, could be purchased in any part of the United States for about one half 

ississippi, and Orleans, the present price of 


of their present prices; that, in the territories of Louisiana, Indiana, id ¢ he pr 
almost every article necessary for their use, is threefold what it could be purchased for in the United Statesin 1792; 


and that, in this territory in particular, prices are much more exorbitant: as evidence of this fact your memorialists 
beg leave to state, that the common price of brown sugar is fifty cents, and of coffee from seventy-five to a hundred 
cents per pound, in the town of St. Louis, and that groceries and merchandise of every kind are proportionably 


high throughout the territory. 

If it be true, as your memorialists believe it is, that the pay of the army, as established in 1792, was but a mo- 
derate and reasonable compensation, and so considered by the Goverr.ment and people of the United States, and if 
that compensation has depreciated to less than half its original value, is it not reasonable and just that it shouldbe 


sv increased, as that each individual may receive lor his services a sum equal in value to that originally intended for 
Your memorialists presume it is; and relying on the principles ef fair contract, and 


him, and established by law? 
the justice of their country, for which all their blood is ready to flow, they respectiully approach your honorable 
body, and beg leave to submit their case to your consideration, in full confidence that you will grant such relief as may 


be deemed reasonable and just. 
Daniel Hughes, Lieutenant. 


Thomas Hunt, Colonel. 
J. Rhea, Lieutenant. 


T. 11. Cushing, Lieutenant Colonel. 

Jacob Kingsbury, Lieutenant Colonel. George Peter, Lieutenant. 

J. Bruff, Major artillery. W. Carson, Lieutenant. 

B. Lockwood, Captain. William Richardson, Lieutenant. 
Joseph Kimball, Lieutenant. 


James Richmond, Captain. 
E. B. Clemson, Lieutenant. J. Roney, Ensign. 


Terrrrory or Louisiana, November 8, 1805. 





{1st SEssIon. 


9th Concress. } No. 62. 








THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 2, 1806. 


Mr. Varnom, from the committee instructed to inquire what measures are necessary to be adopted to complete the 
arming the militia of the United States, made the following report: 


That, by the laws of the United States, each citizen enrolled in the militia is put under obligations to provide 
himself with a good musket or rifle, and all the other military equipments prescribed by law. From the best esti- 
mate which thé committee have been able to form, there is upwards of 250,000 fire arms and rifles in the hands of 
the militia, which have, a few instances excepted, been provided by, and are the property of, the individuals who 
hold thein. It is highly probable, that many more of the militia would have provided themselves with fire arms in 
the same way, if they had been for sale in those parts of the United States where the deficiencies have happened; 
but the wars in Europe have had a tendency to prevent the importation of fire arms from thence into the United 
States, which, together with the limited establishments for the manufacture of that implement in the United States, 
has rendered it impossible for individuals to procure them. 

‘There are several State magazines of fire arms, but the amount of the number of stands has not been ascertained. 
There are in the magazines of the United States about 120,000 fire arms and rifles fit for use, and about 12,000 
which need repairs. It is conceived that the number of fire arms in the public magazines is not greater than ought 


to remain there in time of peace. 
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And the committee are of opinion that, ‘to provide for the exigency of war, it will be expedient to ext 
rom of pot hae * . ct which 4 the ue Staten, as far as can conveniently aye withost the 
erection of new buildings; to effect which, it wi necessary to riate t N , t 

to the sums reported in the general estimate. cessary (0 appropriate, for purpose, $62,100 in addition 


wl War Department, March 7th, 1806. 
IR: 

In answer to the queries contained in your letter of the 1st inst. I beg leave, through you, to submi - 
lowing statements and remarks to the comstlaration of the committee instrected te neers “ what peo pe 
necessary to be adopted to complete the arming of the militia ef the United States.” 

In the years 1802, 1803, 1804, and 1805, there have been manufactured 16,234 muskets with bayonets, at the 
armory in Springfield, Massachusetts. 

The expense of this armory within the same time, exclusive of the expenditures incurred in consequence of the 
burning of one of the buildings attached to the establishment, has amounted to 145,214 dollars. ‘The average expense, 
therefore, of each musket, within the aforesaid four years, is eight dollars ninety-four and a half cents. 

In the armory at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, there have, within the same years, been manufactured, of muskets 





with bayonets, - - . . - n - 2.676 
Of rifles, 2,488, be ig to muskets, - - - - - . x - 3.739 
Old arms repaired, estimated equal to the manufactory of muskets, - > . . 750 

Total, = - - - 17,158 








The expenses of the armory, within the same time, exclusive of repairs of dam and canal, amount to 96,169 dol- 
ars. 

The average expense of each musket, within the aforesaid term of four years, manufactured at this - 
pears consequently to be thirteen dollars forty-three and a half cents. = armory, ap 

A defect in the dam and canal occasioning, in the year 1802, a want of water for the use of the machinery, and 
the prevalence of a bilious complaint among the workmen, in a subsequent year, cousiderably retarded, in those 
two years, the operation of the armory at Harper’s Ferry. It will not be improper, moreover, to remark, that the 
muskets and rifles manufactured at this armory are superior in workmanship to any others intended for military 
purposes, which are manufactured either in this, or, I presume, in any other country. 

Although the muskets manufactured at the Springfield armory are not as highly finished as those made at Har- 
per’s Ferry, they are still considered equal, if not superior, in workmanship, to the best muskets, manufactured for 
the use of soldiers, in either France or England, 

To what extent the existing public armories may be increased in number of workmen, and how far the 
number of arms manufactured annually mg 4 be augmented, without increasing the average expense of the arms, 
it is difficult to determine. It is probable, however, that such an additional number of workmen may be employed, 
as would ensure the manufacturing of from ten to eleven thousand muskets annually, with but a small, if any, addi- 
tional average expense on each musket. ; tik . 

The existing armories might be so extended, by additional buildings and apparatus, as to admit of a much greater 
number of meee tg and, of course, of the manufacturing of a proportional increase in the number of arms annually. 
But, for such an additional number of workmen, as is first above contemplated, it is presumed that no considerable 
augmentation of expense would be required for buildings or apparatus. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 
Honorable Joseru B. Varnum, 


? 





9th Concress. ] No. 63. (Ist Session. 


THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, APRIL 11, 1806. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


I now lay before Congress a statement of the militia of the United States, according to the returns last 
received from the several States and territories. It will be perceived that some of these are not of recent dates; 
and that, from the States of Maryland and Delaware, no returns are stated. As far as appears from our 8, 
none were ever rendered from either of these States. From the territories of Orleans, Louisiana, and Michigan, 
complete returns have not yet been received. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 


April 11, 1806. 
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9th, Concness. ] No. 64. {2d Session. 


FORTIFICATIONS AND GUNBOATS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DEC, 15, 1806. 


Mr. Mircuixt, from the committee appointed on the 5th inst. to take into consideration that part of the message 
of the President of the United States, of December 2d, 1806, which relates to the protection of the seaports, 
harbors, and waters of the United States, made a report, as follows: 


It appears from the communication of the Secretary of War, made to Congress on the 18th February, 1806,* 
that several of the public works erected in different parts of the nation, for the purposes of defence, stood in 
of finishing, or repairs. The condition of the fortifications at Fort Sumner, in Maine; Fort Constitution, in New 
Hampshire; Fort Independence, in Massachusetts; Forts Adams and Wolcott, in Rhode Island; Fort Trumbull, in 
Connecticut; Fort Jay, in New York; Fort Mifflin, in Pennsylvania; Fort McHenry, in Maryland; Fort Nelson, in 
Virginia; Fort Johnston, in North Carolina; Forts Moultrie, gry and Johnston, in South Carolina; Fort Green, 
in Georgia; and of Forts St. Louis, St, Charles, and St. Philip, in Orleans; and of the various other forts and mili. 
tary stations, is well known to the War Department, and only requires appropriations of money, from year to year, 
to enable the needful additions to be made. 

_ It is, therefore, deemed unnecessary to enter into a detailed enumeration of their respective wants: but the com- 
mittee cannot forbear to make mention of New York, Charleston, and New Orleans. 

They are fully sensible of the great and growing importance of New York; its exposed situation is a sudject of 
public and general concern. It is agreed that the national power ought to be employed in its protection. The at- 
tention of the Executive was, therefore, turned to that object during the summer and autumn of 1806, and upwards 
of $25,000 were expended in repairing and enlarging, in the most substantial manner, the works on Governor’s 
Island. These are progressing with all convenient speed; and, though at this moment suspended, on account of the 
rigor of the season, the committee has had the satisfaction to learn that the labor will be resumed with the cessation 
of the cold, and be steadily continued until both the city and harbor shall be put into a respectable state of defence. 
By the fortifications which it is intended to construct, upon the different favorable positions which the land affords, 
both above and below Governor’s Island, skilful engineers conceive that so much will be done as to repel every or- 
dinary assault of ships, and of all other force less than an invading army. The intended substitution of permanent 
structures of solid masonry, instead of wood and sand, will indeed require more time for their completion; but an 
ample compensation for this will be found eventually in their greater strength and durability. 

e fortifications at Charleston, South Carolina, having been almost totally ruined by the severe hurricane of 

1804, measures have been already adopted to rebuild them in the best manner that the situation of the ground admits. 

_ Preparations are also making for the protection of New Orleans, and the mouth of the Mississippi, and evince a 
similar attention to the public interests in that quarter. ; ; 

The committee, however, has not judged it one | to particularize the specific sums which it may be needful 
to apply to each of these important objects. ‘There would be considerable difficulty in this, for want of circumstan- 
tial and minute information. They, therefore, believe it will be sufficient to recommend an ampse speregrates in 
gross, for the repair of existing fortifications, and the erection of such new ones as may be required; and to leave 

expenditure of the same, where the general safety or local welfare shall demand it, to the ample information 
and sound discretion of the Executive. P ; a. es 

Under these considerations the committee ask leave to report a bill making further appropriations for ‘fortifying 
the ports and harbors of the United States and fur building gun boats, 


*See No. 60. 





9th ConcRess.] No. 65. [2d Session 





DEFENCE OF THE MISSISSIPPI AGAINST SPANISH INVASION. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 18, 1806. 
Mr. Joun Ranpotru made the following report: 


‘The committee to whom was referred so much of the message of the President of the United States as relates to the 
invasion of our territory by the troops of Spain, and to the adoption of measures for the protection thereof, re- 
spectfully recommend the following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law to fortify and defend such position on the Mississippi, 
below the city of New Orleans, as the President of the United States shall designate, for the protection of that city; 
and that further provision ought to be made by law for guarding the approaches to the same from the east. } ; 

2. Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be authorized to accept of any company or companies of 
volunteers, either of artillery, cavalry, or infantry, who may associate and offer themselves for the service, (not ex- 
ceedin thousand men) who shall be clothed and furnished with horses, at their own expense, and armed 
and otherwise equipped at the expense of the United States, except such of them as may choose to furnish their own 
arms, and wkose commissioned officers shall be appuinted by the respective state and territorial authorities;, who 
shall be liable to be called upon to do military duty, at any time the President shall judge proper, within —— years 
after he shall accept the same; and when called into actual service, and whilst remaining in the same, shall be under 
the same rules an lations, and be entitled to the same pay, rations, forage, and allowance for clothing, with the 
regular troops of the United States. 





Commitree Room, December 10, 1806. 
ees The committee appointed in pursuance of the enclosed resolution have instructed me to request that you will 
lay before them such information, touching the subject, as may be in possession of your Department, 
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The committee are desirous to be informed, What is the present state of the American and Spanish forces in 
the territory of Orleans and the —- provinces of Spain. ‘To what extent the strength of the last may probably 
be increased; and the means on which Government relies for the protection of its citizens on that frontier. 


I am, very respectfully, sir, yours, 
ae ee ee JOHN RANDOLPH. 


The Secretary of War. 
War Deparrment, December 15, 1806. 


SIR: 
your letter of the 10th instant, I herewith enclose 


Agreeably to the request of the committee, as expressed in L 
such information on the subject referred to them, as is possessed by this Department, in addition to what was com- 
municated to Congress, with.the message of the President of the United States, at the commencement of the present 
session, viz: 

A copy of Governor Cordero’s answer to General Wilkinson’s letter, of the 4th of October, marked No. 1, and 
an extract from Captain General Salcedo’s answer to Governor Claiborne’s first letter to Governor Herrera, marked 


No. 2. 
To which I would beg leave to add the following statement and remarks: 


The law fixing the military establishment of the United States being under the eye of the committee, it may 
only be necessary to remark that, of the force which it authorizes, eighteen companies are posted as follows, viz: 
1 Company in Portland and Portsmouth harbors, | 1 Company on frontiers of Tennessee, 


1 ditto in Boston harbor and at the arsenal, Spring- | 1 ditto — at Chickasaw Bluffs and Arkansas, 
| ditto at Massac and Vincennes, 


field, 1 
1 ditto — in Rhode Island and Connecticut, | 1. ditto at St. Louis, 
1 ditto in New York harbor, , ; 1 ditto at Chicago, south end of Lake Michigan, 
1 ditto on the Delaware, below Philadelphia, i ditto at Detroit, 
1 ditto in Norfolk and Baltimore harbors, _ | 1 ditto at Michillimackinack, 
1 ditto in Charleston harbor, South Carolina,and in | 1 ditto —_ at Niagara, 
1 ditto at Fort Wayne, on the portage between the 


North Carolina, | 
ditto on frontiers of Georgia,’ Wabash and the Miami of the Lakes. 
The remaining force is under the immediate command of the General in the Orleans and Mississippi territories. 
The corps are nearly complete, including the recruits now on their passage for the Lower Mississippi. 
he immediate command of the General, he is authorized to call on the 


In addition to the regular force, under the im und 
Orleans and Mississippi territories for such reinforcements of militia as may be thought expedient. 


Arms for infantry, and pistols and swords for a due proportion of cavalry, have been forwarded to New Orleans, 
for the use of such militia as might be called into service. ah 

The Spanish force, which has lately crossed and recrossed the Sabine, has been represented as amounting to one 
thousand five hundred men, principally mounted militias there is, however, reason for believing that their numbers 
have been over-rated. Their force at Pensacola, Mobile, and Baton Rouge, amounts, probably, to from five hundred 


to six hundred and fifty men. ers ae . 
It is not pos$ible to form any thing like a correct opinion of the force which Spain could bring into the field from 
her extensive western and southern territories, or from beyond sea. It may be presumed, that the war in which she 
is at present engaged, and which endangers some of her valuable possessions, must render it difficult for her te draw 
a very considerable force to any point on our frontiers. ; 
As to the protection of our citizens, I may be allowed to refer the committee to the message of the President of 
the United States to Congress, of the second instant; in which he has expressed his ideas of the means of protecting 
r a regular army may be raised. But as the right of deciding on this, 
President must rely on the means they shall judge it most expe- 


te 


them, at the commencement of a war, and until 
as well as other questions, rests with Congress, the 


dient to provide. : . , 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, ° 
H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Joun Ranvotrn, Chairman, &c. 
Camp or Nacoepocues, October 11, 1806. 


Sir: 

I informed your Excellency, by my letter of the 29th of last month, that I had sent that of your Excellency, 
of the 24th of the same month, to the Captain General Brigadier Don Nimesio Salcedo, on whom I depend, because 
I was not invested with a competent authority for its discussion, and as the answer belonged to said chief. I flatter 
myself that, in consideration of the good of humanity, which your Excellency professed to wish, and of the good har- 
mony which reigns between our Governments, your Excellency would have expected his answer to determine on 
your operations, because I am not at liberty not to carry into execution the orders which command me to consider 


the Hondo run as the boundary line of the province. _ . : ; 
I see, by the letter of your Excellency, of the 4th instant, which I have just received, that, against my hopes, you 


have marched your troops towards the Sabine; without any hostile views against the Spaniards, but with the inten- 
tion only of maintaining the pretensions of the United States to that side of said river. 
our Excellency is very well acquainted with the sacred duties of a soldier: I must, in ‘consequence, declare to 
your Excellency, that, though the result of the operations which | aad Excellency has undertaken, ought not, in any 
manner whatever, to be considered as an act of hostility provoked by my Government, I must oppose myself to it, in 
discharge of the obligation. which I am under, to oppose myself to the aggressions of the United States, and to pre- 
serve entire,-as far as lies in my power, the dominions of my sovereign. f 
I take the proper means that your Excellency may receive this letter, praying the Lord our God that he may 


preserve your life for many years. ‘he 
I am, respectfully, &c. 
ANTONIO CORDERO. 


His Excellency General James WiLKINSON. 


Extract of a letter from the Captain General Don Nemesio Salcedo to Governor Claiborne, dated 
Cuinuacua, September 18, 1806, 


By my orders, I am bound to maintain the best harmony with the Government of the United States; and to that 
end, I have directed all my views, as your Excellency may be convinced by the conduct which has been followed, 
and by the letter which, under my directions, the Governor of ‘Texas wrote on the 7th of March last, to the com- 
mandant of the fort of Natchitoches, exhorting him not to repeat, on either side, any acts of hostility concerning the 
disputed territory. Of this letter, Major Porter acknowledged receipt, and gave assurances that he was on the point 
of sending an account of it to General Wilkinson, to whom he left the decision; which, however, has not as yet been 


verified. 

After this intelligence, your Excellency will find no just motive to draw the sword on account of the movements 
of the troops on this frontier; especially after being assured, that neither those troops nor their chiefs have had, or at 
present have, any orders to make new establishments. Your Excellency may be assured, that all my actions are 
directed in compliance with my duties, and with a view that I may, at no period whatever, be reproached with hay- 
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ing suffered, in any manner, the usurpation of the smallest part of the dominions of my king under my charge. But 
in consideration of the assurance which — Excellency gives, that the subject is now in treaty between the two 
Governments, and the frankness with which you state the disputed claim as one that shall be amicably adjusted, 
without availing ourselves of aur rights, the operations of our troops shall be limited (under the responsibility of 
your mage mag to patrolling the disputed lands, to see and prevent any settlement from being made by citizens 
of either nation. 

Your Excellency knows very well, that, whilst this is the most moderate behavior I can adopt, I must also repel 
all aggressions of the American Government, and act conformably to the strictest accomplishment of the first obli- 
gation of my station. 








9th ConcreEss. } No. 66. [2d Session. 


FORTIFICATIONS AND GUNBOATS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 12, 1807. 


Mr. Rocer Nexson, from the committee to whom was referred, on the third ultimo, so much of the message of the 
President of the United States as relates to the repairs of fortifications and to the further protection of our ports, 
towns, and rivers, reported that they have taken the same into consideration, and beg leave to recommend the 
following resolutions: ; 


Resolved, That a sum of money, not exceeding ————— dollars, be appropriated, to enable the President of the 
United States to cause our fortifications to be improved and repaired. . 

Resolved, That a further sum of money, not oa sae amare dollars, be appropriated, to enable the President 
of the United States to cause to be built a number of gunboats, not exceeding -, for the better protection of our 
ports, towns, and rivers. * 





. War Department, December 9, 1806. 
PIR: 
In answer to your letter of the third instant, permit me to refer the committee, of which you are chairman, to 
the report of the Secretary of War, of the 13th of February last, on the subject of fortifications; and to add thereto, 
the following remarks, relative to the repairs, additional works, and expenditures, which have since been made: 

At Portsmouth, New Hampshire, about three thousand dollars have been expended in erecting new barracks. 

At Fort ‘Trumbull, New London, Connecticut, repairs have been made on the barracks. 

On Governor’s Island, in the harbor of New York, a regular work in masonry has been commenced, and is far 
advanced. The expenses attending it have not yet been adjusted, but probably amount to between twenty-five and 
thirty thousand dollars. ; 

At Fort Nelson, Virginia, twenty heavy cannon have been mounted on travelling carriages. 

At Fort Johnston, North Carolina, further progress has been made in the works. 

In South Carolina, every thing remains as heretofore, owing to a disappointment in fixing the proper sites. 

Although Captain Macomb, of the Corps of Engineers, in pursuance of orders from this Department, proceeded, 
on the 20th of June last, to Charleston, and remained there until the 11th of July, nothing on this head could be 
done, in consequence of his being unable to procure from the office of the Deputy Secretary of State of South Caro- 
lina, the map on which the land and sites for fortifications, ceded to the United States, were particularly delineated. 

Having been ordered a second time to Charleston, it is expected that he will be able to do something on the sub- 
ject this winter. : 

In Georgia, a new military establishment has been made, on the Oakmulgee river. 

At New Orleans, we have been disappointed in having suitable sites selected for proposed works; it is presumed, 
however, that some progress has lately been made in fortifications at that place, which will be continued. 

Of the one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, appropriated the last session of Congress, for fortifying ports and 
harbors, not more than forty-eight thousand have probably been expended. _ 

Arrangements have been made for the next year, which will likely exhaust the remainder of the aforesaid appro- 
priation, together with the sum applicable to that object, in the estimate of this Department for the ensuing year. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, , 
H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Rocer NEtson. 


* For letter of the Secretary of the Navy, see Naval Affairs, No. 58. 
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DEFENCE OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 15, 1807. 


Commitree Room, December 31, 1806. 
GENTLEMEN: 
The committee to whom have been referred the enclosed resolution of the House of Representatives, have 


instructed me to request that you will furnish them with information on the following points, and with such other 
remarks as you may deem material: 
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x Ss protection which now is, or can be, afforded to the city of New Orleans, by the existing military and naval 
establishments. 
2. The mode in which that city may be. most effectually defended. 
3. The probable expense of such a system of defence. Vee: 
‘ I am, with high respect, gentlemen, your obedient servant 
JOHN RANDOLPH. 
The Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy. . 


Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by law, to fortify and defend such position on the Mississippi, below 
the city of New Orleans, as the President of the United States shall designate, for the protection of that city; and 
that further provision ought to be made, by law, for guarding the approaches to the same from the east. 


. War Department, January 9, 1801. 
mR: 
In answer to your letter of the 31st altimo, enclosing a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 24th 
of the same month, I have the honor to remark, that, from the recent movements of the troops in Orleans territory 
and its vicinity, I am unable to state, with correctness, the present strength of the regular force, now under Genera 
Wilkinson, at New Orleans, and must rely on an expression of the General, in a late communication of his to this 
Department, which stated the probable number at one thousand men, exclusive of the militia of Orleans, and_the 
— ae under Captain Shaw. The number of militia is uncertain; probably not exceeding three or four hundred 
to be relied on. 

The naval force not being under the direction of this Department, the committee will please to excuse my not 
being able to comply with their request in this respect. Many opinions have been received on the subject of defend- 
ing the city of New Orleans and its vicinity, by fortifications; but the | Pores 7 prevailing opinion appears to be, that 
no system of fortification, within our power, at or about the city, could be of any essential use for its defences and 
that an improvement of the old work at Placquemines, an establishment of batteries at tlie — Turn, and a bat- 
tery, with a suitable cover, at the junction of the Bayou St. John with Lake Pontchartrain, aided by a suitable num- 
ber of gunboats, in the river and the lake, together with such a body of troops as circumstances may, from time to ° 
time, appear to require, must be relied on for the defence of that place. 

The expense necessary to complete the works mentioned above, is the more difficult to be estimated, on account 
of the scarcity of suitable materials, and the uncertainty of what may be requisite to secure the foundations of the 


s. 
- From fifty to seventy thousand dollars may be sufficient; but no estimate, in my power to make, on this subject, 
can be depended on for its accuracy. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, yéur obedient servant, 
. H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. Jonn Ranvoipn, Chairman, &c. 


Nore.—For letter of the Secretary of the Navy, see Naval Affairs, No. 59. 
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GRATUITIES TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN IN THE EXPEDITION TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN, 
UNDER LEWIS AND CLARKE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 23, 1807. 
Commirrer Room, January 12, 1807. 


Sir: 

The committee to whom has been referred a resolution of the House of Representatives, to inquire what com- 
pensation ought to be made to Messrs. Lewis and Clarke, and their brave companions, for their late service in ex- 
ploring the Western waters, have instructed me to request that you will furnish them with such information, in the 
possession of the Department of War, as you may deem necessary to guide the committee in establishing their rate 
of compensation; also a list of the names of the officers, and their respective grades, and the names of the soldiers un- 
der their command. ; 

From your most obedient servant, 
WILLIS ALSTON, Jun. 
Secretary or War. 


War Deparrment, January 14, 1807. 
Sir: 
Agreeably to the request of the committee, as expressed in your letter of the 12th inst., I herewith transmit a 
list of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, who formed the party recently returned from an enter- 
rise, which they commenced and prosecuted with a degree of boldness, perseverance, judgment, and succegs, that 
~ rarely, if ever, occurred, in this or any other country. ; ; 

The officers and soldiers will receive their usual compensations from this Department, up to the time of their re- 
turn to St. Louis. f ; ; f aaa 

The quantum of gratuity, either in land or money, or in both, to which such meritorious and unusual services 
may be entitled, on the score of national justice, or on the principles of sound policy and national liberality, being 
principally a matter of opinion, it is with diffidence I take the liberty of proposing, for the consideration of the com- 
mittee, a grant to each non-commissioned officer and private, of 320 acres of land; to Lieut. Clarke, of 1000; and 
to Captain Lewis, of 1,500; with the addition of double pay to each while engaged in the enterprise;.and that each 
= ~\> have permission to locate his grant on any lands that have been suryeyed, and are now for sale by the ~ 

nited States. 

It may be proper for me to remark, that, in a conversation with Captain Lewis, he observed, that whatever grant 
of land Congress might think proper to make to himself and Lieutesant Clarke, it was his wish there should be no 
distinction » rank so noticed as to make a difference in the quantity granted to each; and that he would prefer an 
equal division of whatever quantity might be granted to them. f ; 

I also transmit, herewith, the letter from Captain Lewis to the Secretary of War, which accompanied said list. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Wits Auston, Chairman, §c. 
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City or WasuincTon, January 15, 1807. 


Sir: 
Herewith enclosed'I transmit you the roll of the men whp accompanied me on my late tour to the Pacific 
Ocean, throngh the interior of the-continent of North America. ; 

In addition to the men whose names are entered on this roll, there are two others who have some claims to a 

Pratuity, as connected with the expedition; but as I cannot consider them, in all respects, as of the permanent party. 
have thought their pretensions more properly the subjects of this detached communication, than of the roll which 
accompanies if. 

Richard Warfington was a corporal in the infantry of the United States’ army, whom I had occasion to take with 
me on my voyage as far as the Mandan nation. His term of service expired on the 4th of August, 1804, nearl 
three months previous to my arrival at that place. Knowing that it would become necessary for me to send bac 
my boat in the spring of 1805, with a party of soldiers, whose terms of service had not expired; that it was of some 
importance that the Government should receive, in safety, the despatches which I was about to transmit from 
thence; that there was not one of the party, destined to be returned from thence, in whom I could place the least 
confilence, except himself; and that, if he was discharged at the moment of the expiration of his term of service, 
he would necessarily lose his military standing, and thereby lessen the efficiency of his command among the soldiery: 
I was induced, under these considerations, to make an arrangement with him, by which it was agreed between us, 
that he should not receive his discharge from the military service until his return to St. Louis, and that he should, 
in the interim, retain his rank, and receive only for his services the accustomed compensation. Accordingly, he re- 
mained with me during the winter, and was, the next spring, in conformity to my plan, placed in command of the 
boat, and charged with my despatches to the Government. ‘The duties assigned him, on this occasion, were per- 
formed with a punctuality which uniformly marked his conduct while under my command. Taking into view the 
cheerfulness with which he continued in the service after every obligation had ceased to exist from his enlistment; 
the fatigues, labor, and dangers, incident to that service; and, above all, the fidelity with which he discharged his 
duty; it would seem, that when rewards were about to be distributed anene those of the party who were engaged 
in this enterprise, that his claim to something more than his pay of seven dollars per month, as corporal, cannot be 
considered unreasonable. — ‘ 

John Newman was a private in the infantry of the United States’ army, who joined me as a volunteer, and en- 
- tered into an enlistment, in common with others, by which he was held and mustered as one of the permanent 
party. In the course of the expeditivn, or shortly before we arrived at the Mandan village, he comniitted himself 
y using certain mutinous expressions, which caused me to arrest him, and to have him tried by a court martial, 
formed of his peers: they, finding him guilty, sentenced him to receive seventy-five lashes, and to be discharged 
from the permanent party. ‘This sentence was confirmed by me, and the punishment took place. ‘The conduct of 
this man, previous to this period, had been generally correct; and the zeal = afterwards displayed for the benefit of 
the service, was highly meritorious. In the course of .the winter, while at Fort Mandan, from an ardent wish to 
atone for the crime which he had committed at an unguarded moment, he exerted himself, on every occasion, to be- 
come useful. ‘This disposition induced him to expose himself too much to the intense cold of that climate, and on 
a hunting excursion, he had his hands and feet severely frozen, with which he suffered extreme pain, for some weeks. 
Having recovered from this accident by the Ist of April, 1805, he asked forgiveness for what had passed, and begged 
that I would permit him to continue with me through the voyage; but deeming it impolitic to relax from the sen- 
tence, although he stood acquitted in my mind, I determined to send him back, which was accordingly done. Since 
my return I have been informed that he was extremely serviceable as a hunter, on the voyage to St. Louis, and that 
the boat, on several occasions, owed her safety, in a great measure, to his personal exertions, being a man of un- 
common activity and bodily strength. If, under these circumstances, it should be thought proper to give Newman 
the remaining third which will be deducted from the gratuity awarded Baptiste Le Page, who occupied his. station 
in the after part of the voyage, I should feel myself much gratified. 


I have the honor to be, with due consideration, and much respect, your obedient servant, 
MERIWETHER LEWIS, 
Captain, 1st U. 8. Reg’t Infantry. 
Gen. H, Dearsory, Secretary of War, 
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NAMES RANK~ REMARKS. 
John Ordnay, - - < ~- 
Nathaniel Pryor, - 0. 

( Deceased the 20th of August, 1804. A young man of much 
merit. His father, who now resides in Kentucky, is a man much 
respected, though possessed of but moderate wealth. As the son 

Charles Floyd, - - Do: has lost his life whilst on this service, I consider his father entitled 
to some gratuity, in consideration of his loss; and also, that the 
| decensea being noticed in this way, will be a tribute but justly due 
to his merit. . 
Promoted to sergeant, 20th of August, 1804, in the place of 
Patrick Gass, - - Do. ; Charles Floyd, deceased; in which capacity he continued until 
discharged at St. Louis, November 10, 1806. 
William Bratton, - | Private, 
John Collins, . Do. 
John Colter, - - Do. 
Pierre Cruzatte, -  - Do. . ; bi . 
if Two of the most active and enterprising young men who ac- 
Joseph Field - - Do. ¢ com nied us. It was their poser fate to have been engaged 
Reuben Field, - Do. in ali the most dangerous and difficult scenes of the voyage, in 
which they uniformly acquitted themselves with much honor. 
Robert Frazier, - - Do. 
Silas Goodrich, - : Do. 
George Gibson, - - Do. 
Thomas P. Howard, - Do. 
Hugh Hall, - - Do. 
{ _ He has received the pay only of a private, though, besides the 
' duties performed as such, he has rendered me very essential ser- 
FE —e> ‘ Do.’ { vices as a French and English interpreter, and sometimes also as 
a ’ . an Indian interpreter; therefore, I should think it only just that 
pf small addition to his pay, asa private, should be added, 
though no such addition has, at any time, been promised by me. 
Hugh M’Neal, -— - Do. : 
f Has received the pay only of a private. Nothing was more pe- 
culiarly useful to us, in various situations, than the skill and in- 
John Sheilds, - - Do. genuity of this man as an artist, in repairing our guns. accoutre- 
ments, &c. and should it be thought proper to allow him something 
as an artificer, he has well deserved it. 
George Shannon, Do. 
John Potts, -  - Do. , 
{ Entitled to no peculiar merit: was enlisted at Fort Mandan, on 
the 2d of November, 1804, in order to supply the deficiency in my 
; . covenant party, ener iy - rig | John “yn 
hie e performed the tour to the Pacific Ocean, and returned to St. 
John Baptiste Le Page, De. + Louis, where he’ was discharged, in common with others, on the 
10th of November last. As he did not perform the labors incident - 
to the summer of 1804, it would be propér to give him the gratuity 
; Lonly of two-thirds as much as is given to others of his rank. 
John B. Thompson, - Do. , 
William Werner, - Do. 
Richard Windsor, Do. 
Peter Wiser, - - Do. 
Alexander Willard, - Do. 
Joseph Whitehouse, - Do. 

f Aman of much merit; he has been peculiarly useful from his 
knowledge of the common language of gesticulation, and his un- 
common skill as a hunter and woodsman; those several duties he 

formed in good faith, and with an ardor which deserves the 
ighest commendation. we < fate he? te have re 
. on various occasions, with either Captain Clarke or myself, all the 
George Drulyard, - | Interpreter. 4 most dangerous and trying scenes of the voyage, in which ‘he uni- 
formly acquitted himself with honor. He has served the complete 
|| term of the whole tour, and received only 25 dollars per month, 
and one ration per day, while I am informed that it is not unusual 
for - or in similar employments, to receive 30 dollars per 
| Lmonth. ; 

¢ A man of no peculiar merit; was useful as an interpreter only, 

_| in which capacity he discharged his duties with good faith, from 
Nouisant Carbono,— - Do. - the moment of our departure from the Mandans, on the 7th of 

April, 1805, until our return to that place in August last, and re- 

ceived, asa compensation, 25 dollars per month, while in service. 


GENERAL REMARK. 


rsons whose names are entered on this roll, I feel a peculiar pleasure in declaring, 


that the ample support which they gave me under every difficulty; the manly firmness which they evinced on every 
necessary occasion; and the patience and fortitude with which they submitted to, and bore, the fatigues and painful 
sufferings incident to my late tour to the Pacific Ocean, entitles them to my warmest approbation and thanks; nor 
will I suppress the expression of a hope, that the recollection of services, thus faithfully performed, will meet a just 


reward, in an ample remuneration on the part of our Government. 


Crry or Wasnine ton, January 15, 1807. 





MERIWETHER LEWIS, 
Captain 1st U. 8. Reg’t Inf. 
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9th ConcREss. } No. 69. {2d Session. 


THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 12, 1807. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


I now lay before Congress a statement of the militia of the United States, according to the latest returns re- 
ceived by the Department of War. From two of the States no returns have ever been received. 


TH: JEFFERSON. 
February 11, 1807. 
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10th Concress. } No. 70. [ist Srsston. 


DEFENCE OF THE PORT OF NEW YORK. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 29TH OF OCTOBER, 1807. 
Axrpany, March 27, 1807. 


Sir: 
Pursuant to the orders of the Senate and Assembly of this State, we have the honor to enclose you their joint 
resolutions, relative to the protection of the port of New York. 


With sentiments of high consideration, we are, sir, your obedient humble servants, 


JOHN BROOM, 
President of the Senate. 


A. M’CORD, 
NatuanteL Macon, Esq. Speaker of the House of Assembly. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


Stare or New-York, March 20, 1807. 


Resolved, As the sense of this Legislature, that every consideration of policy and duty requires, that adequate 
measures should be adopted by the National Government, for the protection of the port of New York, 

That the agricultural, as well as commercial interests of the State, are deeply interested in this most desirable 
object. . 

That, in surrendering to the United States the revenue arising from imposts, this State anticipated, and has now 
a right to expect, that a competent portion of that revenue would be appropriated for its defence, and that the Con- 
gress of the United States are bound by their constitutional duties, as guardians of the common defence and gen- 
eral welfare, to satisfy this proper and reasonable expectation. 

Resolved, ‘That an application be made to the President of the United States, in behalf of this State, to fix upon 
a plan of durable and permanent defence for the port of New York, fully adequate to the importance of the object, 
and that he be also respectfuily requested to appropriate, out of the moneys placed at his disposal, as large a sum as 
can be usefully expended for that purpose, until Congress shall have it in their power to make further provision in 
the premises. 

Resolved, That the Legislature of this State fully approve of the conduct of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, in advocating and enforcing the claims of this State, in this respect, and that they be requested to support 
and enforce such further measures as may be necessary for the permanent defence of this State, and to obtain, either 
by annual Sg oy ee or by general provision, a sum competent to that important object. 

Resolved, That three copies of the above resolutions be signed by the President of the Senate and Speaker of 
the Assembly, and. that they be requested to transmit one of the said copies to the President of the United States, 
one to the President of the Senate, and one to the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


By order of the Senate. 
JOHN BROOM, President. 


By order of the Assembly. 
A. M’CORD, Speaker. 


10th ConGress. ] No. 71. [ist Session. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A FOUNDRY, AND THE SALE OF ARMS TO THE STATES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER 19, 1807. 


Mr. Dawsox, from the committee to whom was referred that part of the message of the President of the United 
States which relates to our military and naval establishments, and a resolution directing them to inquire into the 
expediency of selling to individual States arms owned by the United States, made the following report, in part:* 
Resolved, ‘That a sum of money, not exceeding thousand dollars, be appropriated for the purpose of build- 

ing a national foundry in the city of Washington, for casting ordnance. ; ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be authorized, under the direction of the President of the United States, 
to sell to individual States, which may wish to purchase, any arms owned by the United States, and which may be 
parted with without injury to the public. 





Letter from Henry Fozall to the Secretary of War, dated Colum/ia Foundry, August, 1807, relative to a National 
Foundry. 
Honorep Sir: 
I shall now endeavor to make some remarks on the substance vf several conversativns that have passed be- 

tween us, on the subject of a large foundry and boring mill, intended solely for public use. __ ; pore 

I find your wish is to have such an establishment erected as soon as the nature of the thing will admit of it. 1 
also find, or at least I think I do, that it is not in any addition to the works I have already in operation in George- 
town that would be satisfactory, but one to be built on the public land on Greenleaf’s Point, city of Washington. 

Your wish for my establishing such a work in that place, at once presented to my view several difficulties, which 
did, and still do, appear insurmountable, at least to my becoming proprietor of such a concern, a few of which I 
shall candidly notice for your consideration. are ae i nn ‘ 

Although I have been, for aught I know, successful in giving general satisfaction in my professional habits as a 
man of business, to every department for which I have been engaged, and cheerfully acknowledge the obligations I 
am under to the administrators thereof for the attention [ have constantly received from them; yet, it is possible, 


* For the report, see No. 73. 
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this might not always be the case; I might not always be so fortunate as to please. Was I to erect so large an es- 
tablishment as is contemplated, at my own expense, I should stand in an enviable situation (or it might be thought 
so) by gentlemen of my profession; an attempt no doubt would be made to wrest the business out of my hands, or 
leave it with me not worth following. But, if none of these difficulties, with many more I could mention, should 
take place, there is one which I earnestly hope will arise, which is this—that Government will not stand in need of 
such an establishment to be kept constantly in operation. Although it js absolutely necessary that a government 
like ours should have such an establishment under their control, independent of all private ones through the conti- 
nent, (which can be called in to their aid on so much better terms in all cases of emergency) nevertheless it does not 
tollow that this itself will be kept in continual operation. 

I should suppose a few years would give you a sufficiency of ordnance for your forts, your garrisons, and your 
ships, and this before any adequate return could be made of ‘the expense of building the works. Were I to build 
the works on my own land, and no longer wanted for the public, [ might convert them into mills for making flour, 
or some other manufactory; but were they built on your land, that would be out of the question. No person could 
be found to purchase my right at a time you had no orders to give; and I suppose the public would find a disinclina- 
tion to purchase property they had no immediate use of. Under this view of the subject, the works would at times 
be useless to the United States, and, in the end, destructive tv me; and at the time, 1 might have no just cause of 
complaint, yet should be left without remedy. When we were on the spot at Greenleaf’s Point, looking at the situ- 
ition, [ saw it was good, and the conveniencies for its adoption many. But how the plan could be effected by me, 
to mutual advantage, | was at a loss to understand: for no sooner was one difficulty overcome, than another pre- 
sented itself to my mind; nor did this view of the subject, which I am about to lay before you, strike my mind till 
after [ parted with you. The more I consider it, the more unexceptionable it appears to me. In it you will have 
all you contemplated answered, and, it may be, some new ideas brought into view. 

lo erect a cannon manufactory in the city will require the agency of a steam engine, for the several purposes of 
turning, boring,.&c. &c. This, with all the necessary buildings, say foundry, furnaces, boring mill, and all the 
component parts, I will undertake to build on Greenleaf’s Point, tor the United States, their extent and magnitude 
to be determined by you. I will engage to make all the models in brass or iron of the different calibers of every 
kind of ordnance, with complete iron flasks to each caliber; the patterns completely turned, with all the moulding 
and joints from end to end; and in the same way prepare moulds and flasks for all sizes of mortars, together with 
shot moulds turned complete. 

I will establish in your factory a brass furnace for brass cannon, with turning machines, such as I have now in 
use, and in every way make it worthy of the name ofa National Foundry, on as large, or on as small ascale as you 
may determine. ‘The utility of metal models for casting cannon from, is not inconsiderable. It not only prevents 
a continual making and repairing of patterns: for, when the size and form are correctly ascertained, and a metal 
pattern made therefrom, it may be cast from for years, and every cannon, in size and form shall be alike. No ex-- 
tension from damp weather, or contraction from heat, will take place, which is always the case where wood is used 
for patterns. ‘This is a part of the business I never yet attended to. ‘The reason has been, I did not consider you 
would be willing to go into the expense; but you may be assured that every nation has them, or, at least, ought to 
have them, of every caliber, thus prepared. 

[ will now mention an idea that has struck me with much force, the propriety of which, I must leave you to be 
the judge.’ Might you not, within the limits of this establishment, have all your shops for smiths, carpenters, &c. &c. 
which are now fixed on that contracted spot at the end of Greenleaf’s Point? You might take as much power from 
the steam engine as would be necessary to turn your lathes, grind stones, blow your smiths’ fires, and many things 
now done by manual labor, and your place of deposite for mounted and unmounted cannon much better arranged. 

[have now psinted out some of the advantages that would unquestionably arise to Government by the establish- 
ment of such a work, and offer my services to them for the completion of it in all its parts, (the steam engine except- 
ved, the building of which I do not pretend to understand) and all that I ask for erecting and putting into complete 
operation the establishment, is the use of the same, without rent or charge, with a contract sufficient to keep it at 
work for two years after its completion. It is proper for me to observe, that the plan I suggest does not go to ne- 
cessitate or compel Government to manufacture their own ordnance because they are at the expense of erecting the 
works: for, after the two years are expired, should there be still a want ef ordnance, I would gladly pay them a 
rent for the use of the works: that would be satisfactory, for as long a time as it might be necessary to com them in 
operation. 

[ recollect you mentioned that it might possibly be the wish of the Government to have one or more young gen- 
tlemen instructed in the art of fabricating cannon, mortars, &c. I feel no objection of meeting your ideas on that 
score, under certain restrictions; what | mean is, for them not to be sent to me under the idea of power to control, 
but for the special purpose of being instructed. 

Before I conclude this letter, permit me to make some few general observations on the whole. My reason for 
thinking the works ought to be built at the expense of the public in preference to any individual, is because they 
will derive much advantage therefrom, by having an establishment to resort to in case of emergency; but may I not 
say they ought in point of economy also: for they will have it in their power to ascertain the fair price that ought to 
be given for every article in that line, when "| have to resort to contracts; and also, there can be an uniformity 
of artillery established by this means, which will be next to impossible in any other way. For, while officers are wi 
liberty to give direction for ordnance according to their own ideas, the cannon will differ in size and shape in as 
many instances as there are officers empowered to give directions. And in this place, I will not only give it as an 
opinion, but state it as a fact, that we stand in the greatest need of a national regularity and uniformity with respect 
to ordnance. 

I have been intimately acquainted with the heads of the Departments of War and Navy for about ten years past; 
not one of those gentlemen (till you came into office) ever pretended to depend on their own judgment what ought 
to be the dimension of any piece of ordnance; and the best it was possible for them to do, was to depend on the 
abilities of that officer in whom they had the greatest confidence. This has been the cause of the great diversity of 
size and shape of the same caliber which our arsenals, dock yards, and vessels of war present to the eye of the 
visiter. 

Honored sir, I have to entreat you not to understand these remarks as reflections on the Government in general, 
or on any officer in particular, because that would be doing me injustice; but it is the importance of the subject I 
have now under consideration, which has called forth these remarks. But, lest | should tire your patience, [will 
here state but one more reason why | think it would be most proper for Government to build at their own expense: 
because they could then, without injury to an individual, set them in motion or let them stand unemployed, as 
suited their conveniency. 

I will now give you my opinion in point of the expense of erecting such an establishment. As there will be no 
land to purchase, I am of opinion that the works may be completed oma liberal scale, that is to say, the steam engine, 
toundry, boring mill, and the shops necessary thereto, for the sum of thirty thousand dollars. _ lt may be extended 
to cost more, or one may be completed for less. The expense of patterns and flasks will be an additional charge, 
which will much depend on the materials, whether made of brass or tron, and the manner of finishing. As it regards 
the moneys necessary to carry on this work, L would observe, as the work would be for my use fora certain time after 
completed, I could wish the general impression was the same while building. If I make contracts in my own name, 
and become personally responsible for all engagements | enter into for materials bought, and men employed, I have 
no doubt but I shall get through the business with much less difficulty, in a shorter time, and with much less expense, 
than if it were built under the authority, and for the express purpose, of the United States’ national works. All sums 
of money drawn from you on this account, | would hold myself accountable for, agreeable to a contract that should 
be entered into previous to the commencement of the undertaking. 

I would cause to be kept a regular set of books of expenditures, together with taking care to have vouchers of all 
moneyed transactions, as iar as practicable, which books and papers should be open at all times to the inspection of 
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any person you might appoint, and, at the completion of the works, the books and papers to be given up into your 
hands. ‘This security, together with some confidence [ flatter myself Government has in my integrity, will, I'should 
suppose, be a sufficient guarantee for moneys advanced, particularly as they are to be expended on their own 
yremises. 
While I have been endeavoring to throw my ideas together on paper, and give my opinion at large on the neces - 
sity and utility of a national foundry, I think you will agree with me that I have done it like one that had no esta- 
blishment of the kind of his own, and not like one who has an establishment of the kind, and has nearly his all 
invested in it, and this done at the particular request of Government, and at the time they shall withdraw their aid 
and patronage therefrom, as a manufactory, with all its expensive machinery, become useless and of little value to 
ne its proprietor. 

The above is submitted to your consideration by your obliged servant, 


HENRY FOXALL. 
Hon. Henry Dearsorn, Secretary of War. : 











Number of Brass Cannon, Mortars, and Howitzers, be- 18 pounders, - - - 293 
longing to the United States’ War Department, 12 do. - - - 230 
9 do. _ + - 130 
24 pounders, - - - 13 
is do. : . . 1 1,287 
12 do. - - - 35 360 
9 do. - - - 5 — 
8 do. - - - 4 927 
6 do. <& ~~ s - 115 
4 do. - - - 40 Heavy Iron Cannon necessary for Forts, &c. from 18 to 
3 do. - - : 48 42 pounders. 
—- For New Orleans, - - 44 
261 Georgia, - - - - 32 
South Carolina, - - - 48 
8 inch howitzers, - - 33 North Carolina, - - 32 
5s do. - - - 56 Virginia, - - . - 80 
2g do. - - - 35 Maryland, - - - 30 
-—— Pennsylvania and Delaware river, 40 
385 New York, - ° _ 150 
Connecticut, - - . 32 
Light Iron Field Pieces. Rhode Island, - - - 36 
Old Massachusetts, - - 80 
i2 pounders, . - - 60 New Hampshire, - - 26 
6 =6do. : - - 40 District of Maine, - - 32 
— The Lakes, . - - 30 
485 veaie 
692 
Mortars. —. 
927 
13 inch, - - . - 3 692 
10 do. - - - . 18 — 
8 > - - - - 6 Remaining for other services, 235 
55 «dO. - - - . 21 
ii do - - - - Forty 10 inch mortars are in forwardness by Foxall. 
67 Muskets, about - - - 130,000 
Rifles, - - - - 5,000 
fron Cannon. Pistols, - - - . 3,000 
Horseman’s Swords, = - - 3,000 
42 pounders, - - - 20 3,000 pair more will be completed by April next. 
32s do. - - 116 4,000 more are contracted for, which will probably be 
24 do. - - - 498 received within six months. 
The foregoing statement is believed to be correct. 
H. DEARBORN. 
10th ConGrEss. } No. 72. [ist Session | 


FORTIFICATIONS AND GUNBOATS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER 24, 1807. 


Mr. Biowunt, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the message of the President of the United 
States, as relates to aggressions committed within our ports and waters by foreign armed vessels;* to violations of 
our jurisdiction; and to measures necessary for the protection of our ports and harbors, made the following report, 
further, in part: 

‘That the numerous aggressions and violations of our jurisdiction, recently committed within our ports and waters 
by British ships of war, whether they are to be regarded as the effects of positive orders from,the British Govern- 
ment, or as proceeding from that unrestrained insolence and rapacity in British naval commanders which previ- 
ously produced the murder of our citizen John Pearce, and the perpetration of many other well remembered, out- 
rageous, and irritating acts, are convincing proofs of the necessity of placing our ports and harbors, as speedily as 
possible, in a situation to protect from insult and injury the persons and property of our citizens living in our sea- 
port towns, or sailing in our own waters, and to preserve therein the respect due to the constituted authorities of 
the nation. 

That the committee, having maturely considered the subject, are of opinion, that the protection desired can be 
best and most expeditiously afforded by means of land batteries and gun boats; as they have been induced to believe, 


* See Foreign Relations, No, 26, page 7. 
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that, by a judicious combination and use of these two powers, effectual protection can be given, even to our most im- 
portant seaport towns, against ships of any size unaccompanied by an army. 

That our most important ports and harbors, and those requiring the earliest attention, and the most expensive 
fortifications, are, New Orleans, Savannah, Charleston, S. C. Wilmington, N. C. Norfolk, Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, New York, New London, Newport, R. I. Boston, Salem, Newburyport, Portsmouth, N. H. and Portland. 
And that the ports, harbors, and places, of minor importance, requiring protection, and which may be protected b 
less expensive works, are, St. Mary’s, Georgia, Beaufort and Georgetown, S.C. Ocracock, Albemarle Sound, 
James river, York and Rappahannock rivers, Potomac, Patuxent, Annapolis znd Eastern Shore, Maryland, Delaware 
bay and river, Egg Harbor, N. J. Amboy, Long Island, Connecticut Shore, Tiverton, R. 1.’ New Bedtord, Marblehead 
and Cape Ann, York, Kennebunk and Saco, Kennebeck, Sheepscut, Damariscotta, Broad Bay and St. George’s, 
Penobscot, Frenchman’s Bay, and Passamaquoddy Bay. 

Wherefore, your committee, holding themselves bound by the tenor of the resolution referred to them, to re- 
port hereafter their opinion of the expediency of interdicting the waters of the United States to foreign armed ves - 
sels, according as circumstances, now unknown, may, when known, seem to require, submit the following reso- 
lutions, viz: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to authorize the President of the United States to cause such fortifications to be 
erected as, in addition to those heretofore built, will, with the assistance of gunboats, afford effectual protection to 
our ports and harbors, and preserve therein the respect due to the constituted authorities of the nation; and that 
there be, and hereby is, appropriated for that purpose, out of any moneys in the treasury, not otherwise appropri- 
ated, the sum of ——— dollars. 

Resolved, ‘That it is expedient to authorize the President of the United States to cause to be built an additional 
number of gunboats, not exceeding ——-——, and to arm, equip, man, fit, and employ the same for the protection 
of our ports and harbors; and that there be, and hereby is, appropriated for that purpose, out of any moneys in the 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of ———. ; 





10th Coneress. } No. 73. Ist Session. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY, MARINE CORPS, AND NAVY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF .REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 2, 1807. 


Mr. Dawson, from the committee to whom was referred * that part of the President’s message which relates to our 
military aud naval establishments,” made the following report, in part:* 


1. Resolved, That it is expedient to increase the military establishment of the United States, by raising 
regiments of infantry, to consist of —— men each; —— regiments of artillerists, of —— men each; regiments 
of riflemen, of men each; and —— regiments of cavalry, of men each. 

2. Resolved, That it is expedient to increase the marine corps, by raising additional number of men. 

3. Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by law, for the speedy equipment of all the frigates and other ves- 
sels of war belonging to the United States; and, to render the establishment more effectual, that ships, of 


guns each, be built. 




















War Department. November 20th, 1807. 
Sir: > 
The committee to whom was referred “ that part of the message of the President of the United States which 
relates to our military and naval establishments,” having already received from this Department such information 
as it possesses on the subject of a foundry for casting cannon in the city of Washington, it only remains for the 
Secretary of War to state, in answer to your letter of the 16th instant, that the military peace establishment of the 
United States is composed of one regiment of artillery, consisting of twenty companies, of eighty-one men each, in- 
cluding officers and cadets; and of two regiments of infantry, of ten companies each, each company consisting of 
eighty men, officers included. The companies on the sea-board, on the Lakes, and upper Mississippi, are com- 
plete, or very nearly so; those on the cape Mcwaryene were, from the latest information, from sixty to seventy 
strong. The number of recruits at the different rendezvous are not accurately known, but are believed to be 
nearly sufficient to complete the regiments. ; ; 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


Honorable Joun Dawson. Chairman, &c. 


* See No. 71. 
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FORTIFICATIONS AND GUNBOATS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, ON THE THIRD OF DECEMBER, 1807. 


Mr. Mrrcuitt, from the committee to whom was referred, on the 16th of November last, ** that part of the Pre- 
sident’s message which relates to the defence of our seaport towns and harbors, and the further provisions to be 
made for their security,” made a further report, in part, ofsundry documents on the subject; also, a bill making 
appropriation for the more effectual defence of the ports and harbors of the United States. 


War Department, November 20, 1807. 
Sir: 

In compliance with the request of the committee, as stated in your letter of the 15th instant, I herewith 
enclose a statement I had the honor of making, by direction, and for the consideration of the President of the 
United States, on the subject of defence for our ports and harbors. 

The aggregate of such an estimate, as circumstances permitted, for erecting the contemplated works, amounts 
to $750,000, in addition to former appropriations, and exclusive of the additional defence of New York, as noted 
under that head. 

In considering the necessary defence for the respective ports and harbors, the aid of a suitable floating force was 
taken into view, but not into the estimate of expense, as that portion of the defence is not under the direction of 
the Department of War. 

Should the committee desire any further information from this Department, either by a personal interview or 
otherwise, the Secretary will with pleasure attend them when requested, or furnish any documents or information 
in his possession, in relation to the object referred to the committee. 

! have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Samuret L. Mrrenmi., Chairman, &c. 


The following statement exhibits, Ist. A list of ports and harbors that, from their importance in a commercial 
view, and their exposed situation to the attacks of an enemy, require a primary attention in the event of actual 
war, with a general description of the existing and contemplated works for the protection of each, together with 
such estimates of the necessary expenditures for said works, and of the number of gunboats requisite in aid of them, 
as the information at present possessed will permit. “The estimate of expenditures are not generally from minute 
calculations, but from such information as io induce a belief that they will not, in the aggregate, differ materially 
from the actual expense of the works contemplated. 

2d. A list of ports and places of minor importance, with similar details. 


Ist. The more important Ports and Harbors. 


New Orxeans will require the erection and completion of the works heretofore contemplated, and now in a 
state of progress, viz: A strong work at Placquemines, on the site of the present battery; a battery at the English 
Turn, (about twenty miles below New Orleans) with barracks; and a battery and block house at the mouth of Bayou 
St. John, on the margin of Lake Pontchartrain. ‘The probable expense of which, in addition to the expense already 
incurred, will be ———. And, when completed, will, it is presumed, with a suitable number of cannon and men, 
and with the aid of gunboats, afford a sufficient defence for that place. 





Savannan will require a regular enclosed work, with six heavy cannon, mounted on travelling carriages, and —— 
gunboats. The probable expense of the works will not amount to less than ———. 


Cuar.eston, 8. C.—It may not be improper to remark that, as soon as the commissioners of the State, and our 
engineer, shall have designated the sites as ceded by the Legislature, measures will be taken for the commencement of 
a strong work on the site of Fort Pinckney, and another at White Point, between the mouth of Ashley river and 
the city. Measures have been taken for procuring materials; and an engineer has been directed to forward these 
works with all practicable despatch. ‘The probable expense,———. 

An additional work is contemplated on Sullivan’s Island, on or near the site of old Fort Moultrie. ‘These works, 
and a train of heavy cannon, mounted on travelling carriages, (which has been directed to be placed in the town, 
under the immediate direction of the militia of the place) are, together with —— gunboats, considered as capable 
of affording a sufficient defence for the town and harbor. 


Wicmincton, N. C.—Considerable sums of money have been expended on a new work on the site of old Fort 
Johnston, on Cape Fear river; it is yet unfinished, and will require an additional expense to complete the works. 

A battery has been contemplated on Oak Point, near the mouth of the river, which will probably require an ex- 
penditure, including the completion of Fort Johnston, of . 

As no ship of force can approach the town, it is believed that the above works, with gunboats, would afford suf- 
ficient protection. 


Norro.k.—Fort Nelson is on a commanding site, and in good repair, but may require some additional support 
in the rear. A battery at Portsmouth, one on Hospital Point, and one on the site of the town, for the cover of heavy 
cannon on travelling carriages, aided by a suitable number of gunboats, are thought capable of affording a compe- 
tent defence against any naval armament that can approach the town. ‘The contemplated additional works will 
probably require ———. 

The number of gunboats for the defence of Hampton Roads, the mouth of the Chesapeake, and its immediate 
vicinity, should not be less thaa > 

In addition to the above contemplated works, it will probably be considered expedient to erect a strong enclosed 
work at or near the mouth of Lynnhaven creek. 


Batrimore.—At the entrance cf the harbor of Baltimore a regular enclosed fort of mason work was erected in 
1798, 1799, and 1800, and will’ require but very little additional expense, except that of mounting an additional num- 
ber of guns, which has been already directed, and will probably require an expenditure of . 

This work, with the aid of gunboats, will, it is presumed, afford a sufficient protection for that port, espe- 
cially while the floating force, proposed for the mouth of the bay, is in actual existence. 





Puitapetpu1a.—Fort Mifflin, on an island in the Delaware, about eight miles ‘below the city, is an enclosed 
work of masonry, and requires but little repair, except that of the gun carriages, which has been directed. But 
the strongest and most effectual defence of Philadelphia, against a naval force, has been established by nature, with 
some artificial aid. Ata short distance below Fort Mifllin, a bar has been formed across the river, over which there 
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are but about fifteen or sixteen feet of water: of course no ship of war, superior to a twenty gun ship, can pass at 
high water with her guns on board. 

In the city there is a number of heavy cannon, mounted on travelling carriages, sufficient, with the aid of 
gunboats, to destroy any sinall vessels of war that might venture and succeed in the passage of the bar and fort. 
Repair of carriages, &c. will probably occasion an expense of : 








New Yorx.—In addition to Fort Columbus, (on Governor’s Island) which is in great forwardness, and will be 
a strong regular work of the best materials, it has been considered necessary to erect a strong circular battery fo: 
two tier of cannon, one above the other, at the extreme westerly point of Governor’s Island. A battery of a cir- 
cular kind on Ellis’s Island, enclosed in rear, a strong circular battery adjoining the front of the bastion of the old 
battery in front of the city; and a circular battery for one tier of cannon on a large bleck or wharf, to be established 
on the North River, at the northerly part of the city; and a strong redoubt on Bedloe’s Island, for mortars and 
some heavy cannon, with a large train of heavy cannon on travelling carriages, with all necessary apparatus, de- 
posited in an arsenal in front of the city, from whence they may be removed, with facility, to any part where they 
may be required; and about two miles to the northward of the front of the city a magazine and cain will be 
established for powder, and for fixing ammunition, with a small magazine for cartridges near each battery. Wher 
the abovementioned works shall be completed, it is presumed that, with the aid of from to gunboats, the 
city may be defended against any naval force, unaccompanied with an army; but, as a further security, batteries 
ultimately at Robins’s Reef, or the Narrows, or at both, may be of use. The probable expense of the works first 
contemplated (and for the immediate commencement of ‘hich. directions have been — to the principal engi- 
neer, and to thelagent for furnishing materials and workmen) no accurate estimate has yet been made, but wili, 
it is presumed, in addition to the completion of Fort Columbus, require a sum of not less than ———. 

Nore.—If, in addition to the above works, a defence obstructing the channel by sinking blocks, as contemplated, 
with a strong work for covering the line of blocks, should be decided on, an additional sum will be necessary. of 
not less than . 

New Lownpow is situated on the bank of the River Thames, three or four miles from its mouth. The town of 
Groton is on the opposite side of the river. and Norwich about fifteen or sixteen miles higher up. The harbor or 
mouth of the river is free from any obstructions, and has sufficient depth of water for large ships. About one mile 
below the town is Fort ‘Trumbull. on a commanding point. ‘This fort will require some repair; and, when aided 
by gunboats, will probably afford a reasonable security to the towns on the river. The probable expense, . 
Newport, R. 1.—Large sums of money were expended in the years 1798, 1799, and 1800, in fortifications for 
the defence of this port. Two enclosed works, for the more immediate defence of the town, were erected, and 
several others commenced, one of which was on an extensive scale; but, had the whole been completed, they could 
only afford protection against one line of approach, for ships of war, while two others, with sufficient depth of water, 
remained unguarded. in fact, the different channels by which ships of war can conveniently approach the Island 
of Rhode Island, renders it so nearly impracticable, without an army, to prevent their approach, as to necessarily 
reduce a system of defence to the mere front ,of the towa of Newport, which is now covered with two enclosed 
works, and which, with the necessary repair of those works, some heavy cannon on travelling carriages, placed in 
the town, and the aid of —— or gunboats, may be sufficiently protected against ships of war, unaccompanied by 
anarmy. The same floating force contemplated for Newport may extend a protection to Providence, Bristol. and 
other - on the same waters. 

The sum probably necessary for repairs, &c. at Newport, may be estimated at ———. 

















Bosrox.—In defence of the harbor of Boston a regular fort. composed of the best materials, has been erected 
ou the site of the old works, on Castle Island, about three miles below the town. In addition to this fort, it has 
been considered necessary, in the event of a war, to erect a small enclosed work on an island which bounds th: 
opposite side of the channel to Fort Independence. : 

Temporary batteries may be necessary on some of the adjacent heights. With these several works, aided by 
guuboats, it is presumed that the harbor and town could be defended against any naval force, unattended by 
an army, that may be reasonably expected. 





SaLem axnpn Newsuryrorr.—Buatteries and block houses repaired and strengthened, with two cannons at eac! 
place, mounted on travelling carriages, aided by —— gunboats: —— for Salem and —— for Newburyport. Proba- 
ble expense, 

Porrsmourn, N. H.—The harbor of Portsmouth is open, with a sufficient depth of water for ships of the line, 
to some distance above the town, which is situated but three miles from the entrance of the harbor, where is an 
ancient work, which has been repaired and improved from time to time, and now requires additional improvements. 
Between the fort and town there were, in the course of our Revolutionary war, two strong works erected on oppo- 
site sides of a narrow pass in the river; but, having been principally constructed of earth, are now in ruins. Bat- 
teries on the sites of those works will be necessary, as well as some moveable heavy cannon in the town, which, to- 
gether with gunboats, when completed, may be considered as a sufficient defence for that place. ‘The expense 
for fortifications will probably amount to 





Porrianp-—The town of Portland is on the margin of an open capacious harbor, sufficient for the receptior 
of an immense fleet. and at so small a distance from the ocean as to render the approach of an enemy easy and 
sudden. A battery and block house were erected for its defence (near the town) in the year 1795 or 1796. tt be- 
ing impracticable to detend the harbor by batteries, against the approach of ships of war, a defence for the town is 
all that can be contemplated; for which purpose some additional batteries, with the repairs of the existing works, 
may, with moveable heavy cannon, and some floating force, equal to —— gunboats, be considered as sufficient. 

The expense necessary for fortifications may be ———. 


2dly. Ports and Harbors of minor unportance. 


Sv. Many’s, Geo.—This place will require a small battery and block house, and two heavy cannon mounted 
travelling carriages, aided by gunboats. Probable expense. “te 
Also, additional gunboats may be necessary between St. Mary’s and Savannah. 








Beavrort will require a battery and block house. Probable expense, ———. 


Grorcerown, 8S. C.—This place is extremely difficult to approach by water, but it may be proper to erect a 
small battery for two heavy cannon on travelling carriages. to be aided by —— gunboats. 


Ocracock.—The passage over Ocracock bar is like the mouth of a funnel to the waters of North Carolina, excep‘ 
Cape Fear river, and several small inlets for shallops. On Ocracock bar there are twelve feet water, but a few 


miles from the bar, in the only channel for vessels of burthen: there isa place called the Swash, over which are only 


e part of their cargoes by the help of 
Outward bound vessels being obliged to 
thin two or 


eight feet water. of course large vessels are obliged to take out a considerabl 
lighters, from which, after passing the Swash, they again receive them. 2 and | i 
wait some time for receiving their cargoes from the lighters. in what is called Wallace’s Channel, wi 


three miles of the bar, it frequently happens that twenty or thirty vessels are lying together in that channel, waiting 


for a favorable time to go out; and, while so situated, might become an easy prey toa aoe privateer or small sloop 


of war. A battery on the shell flats, near the light house, for four or six cannon, aidec 


by —— gunboats, would 
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probably afford sufficient security. The expense of a battery in mason work, (for no other would stand any time) 
including a small magazine and guard house, will be, 








ALBEMARLE SounD ne | require light gunboats, to guard against small privateers that may enter Currituck 
or New Inlet, with a small battery at Edenton. Probable expense, ; 





James River.—At a place called Hood’s Point (considered a commanding position) a strong battery, covered 
by a redoubt, may, perhaps, when aided by the floating force below, be considered a sufficient defence for the towns 
above. Probable expense, . 


York River anD Rappanannocx.—For each a battery and block house. Probable expense, 


Poromac.—Digges’ Point, below Alexandria, is a commanding position; and, with a strong battery, covered by 
a redoubt and two block houses on the highest parts of the adjacent eminence, would, with —— gunboats, render 
sufficient protection to Alexandria, the City of Washington, and Georgetown, against the approach of any such 
naval force as could be reasonably contemplated. Probable expense, . 














Patuxent. —A battery and block house. Probable expense, 





Awnapotis, Md. and Eastern Shore of Maryland. Probable expense, 


Detaware Bay ano River.—A battery and block honse at some place on the Bay, as a cover for —— gun- 
boats; also batteries near Newcastle and Wilmington. Probable expense. . 





Eee Harsor, N. J.—This place will require a battery for a few cannon, and a block house, aided by —— gun- 
boats. Probable expense, ‘ 





Ampoy will require a battery, and probably two block houses, aided by —— gunboats. 


Lone Istanp.—From Frog’s Neck eastward, two or three small batteries and block houses, and some cannon 
on travelling carriages, aided by —— gunboats. Probable expense, 





Coxnecticur Saore.—The ports in Connecticut, on the Sound, (exclusive of New London) may require five or 
six small batteries and block houses, aided by gunboats. Expense, 








Tiverton, R. I.—A Small battery and block house, with one cannon on & ‘ravelling carriage, and —— gunboats. 
Probable expense, ; 


New Beprorp.—Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket, Barnstable, Plymouth, and Duxbury, each a battery, with — 
or — gunboats. Probable expense, 








Marsieneap anv Care Ann.—Batteries of block houses repaired and strengthened, with two cannon, at each 





place, on travelling carriages, aided by —— gunboats at each. Probable expense, 
York, KENNEBUNK, anD Saco.—At each a small battery, —— gunboats at each of the two latter places. Prob- 
able expense, ——. 


KenNnesBeck, Sueepscut, Damartes, Scorta, Broap Bay, anp St. Georce’s, each a small battery and two can- 
non, mounted on travelling carriages, aided by —— gunboats. Probable expense, ——. . 


Penosscot.— A strong battery and block house, aided by —— gunboats. Probable expense, ——. 


_ Frencuman’s Bay anv Macuias.—Two or three small batteries, and three cannon, mounted on travelling car- 
riages, aided by —— gunboats. Expense, 


Passamaquoppy Bay.—Two batteries and a block house, aided by —— gunboats on a large scale. Probable 
expense, 


Generat.—Other places, not mentioned, may require some defence, for which it may be proper to add 











The following Statement exhibits the principal articles on hand necessary for military operations. 


- Ibs. 500,006 
- Ibs. 1,500,000 
- Ibs. 2,330,000 

Ibs. 1,350,000 


Gunpowder, | . 
Saltpetre sufficient for powder, 


Sulphur sufficient for powder, 
Lead and lead balls, equal to 


Musket cartridges, - - - - - - 1,000,000 
Pistol do. - - - - - - 100,000 
Musket flints, - - - ~ - 1,642,000 
Pistol do. - - - - - - - 17,800 
Swords, - - - - - - i - 9,000 
Pistols, - - - - - - - - 4,000 
Rifles, - . - - - - - - 4,500 
Muskets, - - : - - - - - 130,000 
Carbines, wall pieces, and blunderbusses, - - - 1,420 
Brass field ordnance, (pieces) - - - - - - 372 
Iron field pieces, (new) - - - - : - 100 
Mortars, (small) - - - - - - - 40 

Do. 8 inch, - - - - - - 6 

Do. 10 inch, . . . . . ° . 18 

Do. 13 inch, - - - - - . - 2 
Iron battering cannon, from 18 to 42 pounders, - - - - 1,072 
Smaller - - - - - - - - 460 
Cannon balls of different kinds, —- - - - - Ibs. 175,000 
Grape, canister, case, and strapped shot, . : - . Ibs. 341,000 
18 and 24 pounders, mounted on travelling carriages, - - - - 82 
Shells, - - - - . - - 35,000 
Cartridge boxes, - - - - - - 48,000 


N. B. Marquees, tents, intrenching tools, carriages, harness, port fire, slow match, anf paper, worms and 
brushes, screw drivers, rammers and sponges, ladles and worms, fuzes for shells, &c. returned by the superinten- 
dent of — stores, but not enumerated in this list. 

Q' m 
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Nore.—Forty 10 inch mortars have been engaged, and eight of them are nearly completed; the remainder wil 
probably be completed within a few months. ; a 
: hs yn Nand to five thousand pairs of pistols will be finished within three or four months, in addition to those men- 
tioned above. 
Four thousand horsemen’s swords, and two thousand rifles, are engaged, and will probably be delivered in the 


course of a few months. 
Contracts have also been made for an additional supply of cannon ball. 








H. DEARBORN. 
November 26, ‘1807. 
Estimate of the number of Gunboats. 

For New Orleans, - : - - - 16 
** Georgia, South and North Carolina, - - - - 31 
** Chesapeake and its waters, - - - . - 65 
** Delaware bay and river, New Jersey and New York, - - - - 71 
** Connecticut and Rhode Island, - - - - ° . 25 
** Old Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and the District of Maine, - . ~ 49 

Total, 257 
Estimate of Expenses for Fortifications. 

For New Orleans, - - - - - . : 60,000 
** Georgia, South and North Carolina, - - - - - 252, 

** Chesapeake and its waters, - - - - - - 160,000 
** Delaware bay and river, New Jersey and New York, - - - - 211,000 
“ Connecticut and Rhode Island, — - - a - - - 31,000 
** Old Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and the District of Maine, - - - 135,000 
, $849,000 

For other places, not mentioned, - - - - - 25,000 
$874,000 
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MILITARY FORCE IN 1807. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 3, 1807. 
War Department, December 2, 1807. 


Sir: 

Ihave the honor, in compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 25th ult. to trans- 
mit, herewith, a statement of the respective numbers of officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, composing 
the army of the United States, noting the number wanting to complete the present establishment. 

I beg leave also to state, that, in addition to the directions given in July last, letters were written on the 22d day 
of October, ult. to each of the Governors of the several States, from whom no reports had been received, urging the 
necessity of their forwarding to this Department, with as little delay as possible, the muster rolls and inspection re- 
turns of their respective quotas of one hundred thousand militia. A small proportion of the returns, however, have 
as yet been received: And, as the Governors were generally authorized by the President of the United States to 
accept, as a part of their respective quotas, such volunteer corps as might offer their services, in conformity to the 
act of Congress of the 24th of February last, the Secretary of War will not possess the necessary documents for 
forming the statement, directed to be laid before the House, by their resolution of the same date as the former, un- 
til he shall receive the returns before mentioned. ‘There is reason, however, to expect, that they will generally be 
in his possession within a short time, as it appears, as far as answers have been received from the Governors to the 
letters addressed to them as above stated, that every exertion has been made, on their part, to have the returns 
completed and forwarded. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


A Statement of the respective numbers of Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and Soldiers, composing the Army 
of the United States, agreeably to the act fixing the military peace establishment, passed March 16, 1802, and to 
the several acts in addition thereto. 


GENERAL AND OTHER STAFF. 


1 Brigadier General, 27 Assistant military agents, taken from the line, 
1 Aid-de-Camp, taken from the line, 7 Paymasters of districts, do. 
1 Adjutant and Inspector, do. 2 Assistant paymasters, do. 
1 Paymaster of the army, 2 Surgeons; | wanting to complete the number, 
3 Military agents, 31 Surgeons’ mates; 4 do. do. 
One Reoiment or ARTILLERISTS. 

1 Colonel, 40 Cadets; 11 wanting to complete the number, 
1 Lieutenant Colonel, 2 Teachers of music, 
4 Majors, 80 Sergeants, 
1 Adjuiant, taken from the line, 80 Corporals, 

20 Captains, 80 Musicians, 

20 First Lieutenants, 160 Artificers, 


20 Second Leutenants, 1,120 Privates. . 
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Two Recments oF INFantry. 


2 Colonels, 20 Ensigns, 
2 Lieutenant Colonels, 4 Teachers of music, 
2 Majors, ; 2 Sergeant Majors, 
2 Adjutants, taken from the line, 80 Sergeants, 
20 Captains, 80 Corporals, 
20 First Lieutenants, 80 Musicians, 
20 Second Lieutenants, 1,280 Privates. 


Nore.—It appears from the latest returns, that about two hundred privates are wanted to complete the establish- 
ment. It is believed, however, although not accurately known, that the number of recruits at the different rendez- 
vous is nearly sufficient to supply the deficiency. 


Corrs oF ENGINEERS AT PRESENT CONSISTS OF 





1 Lieutenant Colonel, 6 Cadets, 
1 Major, 1 Teacher of French language, 
3 Captains, 1 Do. of drawing, 
3 First Lieutenants, 1 Corporal, 
4 Second Lieutenants, 18 Privates. 
War Deparrment, December 2, 1807. 
H. DEARBORN. 
10th ConGrEss. ] No. 76. , [Ist Session. 





FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 8, 1807. 


A report of the Secretary of War, in pursuance of a resolution of the House of Representatives of the United States, 
of the first instant, directing him to lay before the House, an account of the state of the fortifications of the re- 
spective ports and harbors of the United States, with a statement of the moneys appropriated for fortifications, 
and remaining unexpended; and an estimate of the sums necessary for completing such fortifications, as may be 
deemed requisite for their defence. 


DISTRICT OF MAINE. 


Fort Sumner, Portland.—A small enclosed work with a block house, magazine, and barracks, and a detached 
battery, near the water, for heavy cannon, with a store house and furnace for heating cannon ball; authorized by an 
act of Congress, of March, 1794. The sites of the works were injudiciously selected ; new ones will be necessary. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Fort Constitution, Portsmouth.—The remains of an ancient fortification, which have been repaired at different 
periods. Considerable progress has been made within the last three months in the improvement of the works. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Care Ann.—Fortifications authorized by act of Congress, of the 20th of March, 1794. A block house and a bat- 
tery were erected; but are now out of repair. 


Satem-—A block house, magazine, and battery, authorized by act of Congress, of March 20th, 1794; out of 
repair. 

Mars.eneapv.—A block house, magazine, and battery, authorized by act of Congress, of March 20th, 1794; want- 
ing repairs. 

Fort InperenpveNce, Boston Harbor.—A regular, strong, enclosed work of masonry, with magazine, quarters, 
barracks, and other buildings, commenced in the year 1800, and completed in 1803; in good repair. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


’ 


Forts Apams ann Wo corr, Newport.—Two enclosed works, with batteries, magazines, and barracks; and 
in addition to a stone tower at the entrance of the harbor, and a blockhouse and battery on Rhode Island, near the 
town of Newport, an extensive regular fort;was commenced on a small island, but no part completed, except a range 
of stone barracks. These works were principally erected in the years 1798, 1799, and 1800. To complete the whole 
would require very large expenditures ; and when completed, would not, in the smallest degree, annoy ships of 
war, but in one of three open and convenient passages, by which Rhode Island may be approached. The two 


first mentioned works have recently been put into a tolerable state of defence. 
CONNECTICUT. 


Fort Trumpu.t, New London.—Fortified in the course of our Revolutionary war. Several repairs have been 
made, at different periods, since, with considerable improvements ; further repairs are necessary. 


NEW YORK. 


Fort Cotumsus, New York Harbor.—An enclosed work of earth and wood, on Governor’s Island, has, within 
the two last years, been improved, and faced with permanent mason work, and is nearly completed, and may be 
considered as a strong, well constructed, regular fort. A strong, marine, casemated battery has been commenced 
on the extreme western point of the same island; and some progress has been made in forming foundations, for bat- 
teries, at other points in the vicinity of the city; a train of heavy cannon, mounted on travelling carriages, has been 


placed in the city. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Fort Mirruin. on Mud Island, below Philadelphia.—A regular enclosed work, with batteries, magazines, and 
barracks, principally erected in the years 1798, 1799, and 1800, and now in a good state of defence. 








——— 
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DELAWARE. 
Wimineron.—A selection and survey of a site for a fortification, authorized by the act of Congress, of the 20th 


March, 1794, but no works erected. 
MARYLAND. 


Fort McHenry, Baltimore Harbor.—A regular fortification of mason work, with batteries, magazine, and 
barracks, erected principally in the years 1798, 1799, and 1800; no considerable repair necessary. 


ANNapoLis.—An examination and survey of a site for fortifications, but the works not completed. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
A.exanpria.—Temporary works, erected in the year 1795, now in ruins. 


VIRGINIA. 


Norrotx, Fort Nelson.—Commenced in the year 1794; repaired and improved in the years 1802, 1803, and 
1804, with extensive batteries, a magazine, and barracks. Considerable improvements and repairs are now pro- 


gressing. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Ocracock Harsor.—On an island called Beacon Island, a work was commenced in the year 1795, but not com- 
pleted; and in the year 1799, measures were directed for the erection of an enclosed work, on the ruins of the former 
one; but from a belief that no work could be erected and supported at that place, which would afford any considera- 
ble protection to the harbor, none has been erected. It is presumed, that gun-boats would more securely protect 


that harbor than any fixed batteries which could be erected. 


Cape rear River, Fort Johnston.—The site of an ancient fortification. In the years 1799, and 1800, some pro- 
gress was made in erecting new works on the old site, which, from unfortunate arrangements and delays, on the part 
of the gentleman who contracted to complete them, are yet unfinished. When completed, they will be insufficient 
for the protection of the river, or the town of Wilmington, without the aid of gunboats, or other floating force. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
GrorceTown.—Some cannon were mounted in the year 1794, but no works erected. 


Cuarteston, Forts Moultrie, Pinckney, and Johnston.—The old forts are in a state of ruins; and, as no sites 
had been ceded and designated by the State for fortifications, until the month of August last, no effectual measures 
could, with propriety, be adopted, for the defence of the town and harbor, until within a few months past, in which 
time all necessary measures of preparation have been pursued for commencing and completing the contemplated 


works, on the most permanent and durable principles. 


GEORGIA. 


SavaANNAH AND St. Mary’s, Fort Green.—On a small island called Cockspur, near the mouth of the river. 
irreugular fortifications were erected, in the year 1794, with a_ battery, magazine, and barracks. In the year 1804. 
the works and barracks were totally destroyed, and a part of the garrison drowned by a storm, which occasioned 
such a rise of the water, as overflowed the island to a considerable depth; but as no cession has been made to the 
United States by the State of Georgia, of any suitable site or sites for permanent fortifications, and it not having 
been in the power of the Executive of the United States to procure any, on reasonable terms, either on the Savan- 
nah river or the St. Mary’s, no considerable expense has been incurred on the sea coast of Georgia, for the last five 
years, and the garrison has been removed from St. Mary’s as well as from Fort Green. : 


NEW ORLEANS. 


Forts Sr. Louis, St. Cares, anp St. Puttre.—The town of New Orleans is surrounded, except the front, 
by a mud wall, with three redoubts in the rear, and two in front; the two latter called forts. About fifty miles 
below the town, there is an ancient fortification, called St. Philip, with a battery, magazine, and barracks, which re- 


quire considerable repairs and improvements. ; 
At the junction of Bayou St. John, with Lake Pontchartrain, a small ancient work remains, intended to guard 


that communication with New Orleans, against the approach of an enemy, by way of the Lake. ‘This work is out of 


repair, and will probably require considerable improvement. 
Within the last twelve months, a considerable sum of money has been expended in repairing the ancient works 


about the town, and for materials and workmen for repairing the other works and erecting new ones. 


As a considerable proportion of the accounts for expenditures on fortifications, for the present year, have been 
received and adjusted, a correct statement, as to the sum remaining unexpended, of former appropriations, cannot 
at present be made; but from such information as is now possessed, it is believed that not more than from one hun- 
dred and twenty to one hundred and thirty thousand dollars remain unexpended at this time. 

‘or erecting and repairing fortifications as contemplated, exclusive of a line of blocks, for the more effectual 


defence of New York, the aggregate estimate is nine hundred thousand dollars. 
What sum will be necessary for the line of blocks, and a work for covering them, has not been fully estimated: 


it is presumed that it would require from two hundred and fifty to three hundred thousand dollars. 
H. DEARBORN. 


War Department, December 7, 1807. 


loth Concness. } No. 77. [1st Session. 
ESTIMATES FOR AN ARMY OF 32,800 MEN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 9TH OF DECEMBER, 1807. 


War Derarrment, December 7, 1807. 


SiR: 

In compliance with your note of the 5th instant, I herewith enclose an estimate of the annual expense of pay, 
forage, subsistence, and clothing, for an army of 32,800 men, officers included; also, an estimate of the sums neces- 
sary for the hospital, quartermaster, and ordnance departments, for the first year, 

And am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


Honorable Joun Dawson, Chairman, &c. 
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Estimate of the expenses of a Regiment of Infantry, per annwn, consisting as follows, viz: 


















































Pay per Forage. Pay per Forage. No. of rations 
month. annum. per day. 
1 Colonel, = - - : : $75 $12 $900 $144 6 
1 Lieutenant Colonel, - - - 60 11 720 132 5 
1 Major, - - - - 50 10 600 120 4 
1 Surg geon, = - - - 45 10 540 120 3 
l Surgeon’ s Mate, - - “ 30 6 360 72 2 
1 Ad jutant, - - - 10 : 6 120 72 
10 Captains, at $40 per month, - - 400 - 4,800 m 30 
10 First Lieutenants, at $30 per month, - 300 - 3,600 . 20 
10 Second Lieutenants, at $25 per month, - 250 - 3,000 . 20 
10 Ensigns, at $20 per month, - 200 - 2,400 . 20 
1 Sergeant Major, | - - : 11 - 131 . l 
2 Teachers of music, at $9 permonth, = - 18 - 216 ° 2 
40 Sergeants, at $10 per month, = - - 400 - 4,800 - 40 
40 Corporals, at $8 per month, - - 320 - 3,840 - 40 
40 Musicians, at $8 per month, - - 320 - 3,840 - 40 
840 Privates, at $7 per month, - - 5,880 - 70,560 i 840 
$100,427 
Pay per annum, . - - - - . $100,427. 00 
Forage do. - : - - ‘. . 660 00 
40, 150 rations, to officers, at 25 cents, - . ‘ 10,037 50 
351, 495 rations, to non-commissioned, rank and file, at 16 cents, - . 56,239 20 
Clothing, at $30 per suit, - - - . . 28,890 00 


Total, $196,253 70 


Estimate of the expenses of a Regiment of Artillerists, per annum, consisting as follows: 





























| 
Pay per Forage. | Pay per | Forage. | No. of rations 
month. / annum. | per day. 
| 
1 Colonel, - - - - $75 $12 | 3900 $144 6 
1 Lieutenant Colonel, - - - 60 11 720 132 5 
1 Major, - - - - 50 10 | 600 | 120 4 
1 Surgeon, — - - - - 45 10 | 540 | 120 3 
1 Surgeon’s Mate, - - - 30 é | 360 | 72 | 2 
1 Adjutant, - . - 10 6 120 | 72 | 
10 Captains, at $40 per month, - - 400 - | 4,800 | . 30 
10 First Lieutenants, at $30 per month, - 300 - 3,600 | . 20 
10 Second Lieutenants, at $25 per month, - 250 - 3,000 ° 20 
i Sergeant Major, - - - 11 - 131 - I 
2 Teachers of music, at $9 per month, . 18 - 216 - 2 
40 Sergeants, at $10 each, - - 100 - 4,800 | - 40 
10 Corporals, at $8 each, - - 320 - 3,840 — ° 40 
10 Musicians, at $8 each, - - 320 - 3,840 . 40 
80 Artificers, at $12 per “month, - - 960 - 11,520 - 80 
570 Privates, at $7 per month, - - 3,990 : 47,880 . 570 
$86,167 

Pay per annum, - - - - - - 386,167 00 
Forage per annum, - - - - - s 660 00 
32,850 rations, to officers, at 25 cents, - - 8.212 50 

282, 145 rations, to non- -commissioned, rank and file, at 16 cents, - - 415,143 20 

Cc lothing, at $32, per suit, - . - 24,832 00 


a ee 


Total, + $165, 014 70 
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226 
Estimate of the expenses of a Regiment of Cavalry, per annum, consisting as follows, viz: 
Pay per Forage per | Pay per an- | Forage per |No. of Rations 
month. month. num. annum, per day. 
1 Colonel, = - . . - 75 $12 $900 $144 6 
1 Lieutenant Colonel, - : 60 11 720 132 5 
1 Major, - - : 50 10 600 120 4 
1 Surgeon, - - x . 45 10 540 120 3 
1 Surgeon’s Mate, - - - 30 6 360 72 2 
1 Adjutant, - , . 10 120 | 

8 Captains, at $40 per month, - . 320 64 3,840 768 24 
8 Lieutenants, at $30 per month, - 240 48 2,880 | 576 16 
8 Cornets, at $25 per month, - - 200 48 2,400 | 576 16 
1 Sergeant Major, at $11 per month, - il - 121 | ° 1 
2 Teachers of Music, at $9 per month, : 18 - 216 - 2 
32 Sergeants, at $10 per month, = - ° 320 - 3,840 - 32 

32 Corporals, at $8 per month, - - 256 - 3,072 - 32 ° 
16 Musicians, at $8 per month, - : 128 - 1,536 - 16 
8 Saddlers, at $12 per month, —- : 96 : 1,152 - 8 
8 Farriers, at $12 per month, = - : 96 - 1,152 - 8 
384 Privates, at $7 - ~ - - 2,688 - 32,256 - 384 

$55,705 

Pay per annum, - - - - - - - $55,705 00 

27,740 rations to officers, at 25 cents. - - - 6,935 00 

176, 295 rations to non- -commissioned, rank and file, at 16 cents, - - - 28,207 20 

Fora ge, - - - - - - - - 2,508 00 

Cc lothing, at $36 per suit, : - - - - - - 16,988 00 

‘Total, - $110,343 20 


The forage of officers horses only are included. 


Estimate of the expenses of a Regiment of Riflemen, per annum, consisting as follows, viz: 





















































' 
| 
Pay per Forage per | Pay per an- | Forage per |No. of rations 
month. month. num. annum. per day. 
1 Colonel, - - - - $75 $12 $900 | $144 6 
1 Lieutenant Colonel, - ° - 60 il 720 | 182 5 
1 Major, . - - - 50 10 600 120 4 
1 Surgeon, - - - - 45 10 540 120 3 
1 Surgeen’s Mate, - - - 30 6 360 72 2 
1 Adjutant, - ‘ . 10 6 120 72 
10 Captains, at $40 per month, - - 400 - 4,800 - 30 
10 First Lieutenants, at $30 per month, - 300 - 3,600 - 20 
10 Second Lieutenants, at $25 per month, - 250 - 3,000 | - 20 
10 Ensigns, at $20 per month, - 200 - 2,400 | - 20 
1 Sergeant Major, at $11 per month, - il - 131 - 1 
2 Teachers of music, at $9 per month, - 18 - 216 | - 2 
40 Sergeants, at $10 per month, - - 400 - 1,800 - 40 
40 Corporals, at $8 per month, - - 320 - 3,840 - 40 
20 Musicians, at $8 per month. - - 360 : 1,920 | : 20 
660 Privates, at $7 per month, - - 4,620 - 55,440 - 660 
$83,380 | 
en ae | = 
Pay per annum, : - - - - - - - $83,380 00 
Forage per annum, - - - - - - 660 00 
40,150 rations to officers, ‘at 25 conts, - - - 10,037 50 
278, 495 rations to non-commissioned, rank and file, at 16 cents, - - - 44,559 20 
- - - - - 22,890 00 


Cc lothing, at $30 per suit, - 


- $161,526 70 
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Estimate of the expenses of a Corps of Sappers and Miners per annum, consisting as follows, viz: 















































Pay per Forage. Pay per Forage. | No. of rations 
month. annum. per day. 
1 Major, - : - : : $50 10 600 120 4 
4 Captains, at $40 per month, . - 160 - 1,920 - 12 
4 First Lieutenants, at $30 per month, = - 120 - 1,440 - 8 
4 Second Lieutenants, at $25 per month, - 100 - 1,200 - 8 
16 Sergeants, at $10 per month, - - 160 - 1,920 - 16 
16 Corporals, at $8 per month, - - 128 - 1,536 - 16 
8 Musicians, at $8 per month, - - 64 - 768 - 8 
248 Privates, at $7 per month, - - 1,736 - 20,832 - 248 
30,216 
Pay perannum,-- . - - - - $30,216 00 
11,680 rations to officers, at 25 cents, - - - - 2,920 00 
105,120 rations to non-commissioned rank and file, at 16 cents, —- - 16,819 20° 
Forage, — : - - - - 120 00 
Clothing, at $30 per suit, . - - : - 8,640 00 
Total, $58,715 20 
Annual expense of Pay, Forage, Subsistence, and Clothing. 

22 regiments of infantry, of 1,000 each, 22,000 - - - - $4,317,582 
3 regiments of artillery, of 800 each, 2,400 - - - - 495.043 
5 regiments of cavalry, of 500 each, 2,500 - - : - 550,706 
3 regiments of riflemen, of 800 each, 2,400 - - - - 484,579 
1 corps of sappers and miners, 300 - - - - 58,715 

The present peace establishment, 3,200 - - - - 712,108 

Number of men, 32,800 

Forage for the cavalry, - - - - - - - 197,210 

$6,815,943 

Hospital department, - - - - - - - 100,000 

Transportation, - - - - ~ - - 250,000 

Contingencies, - - - - - - - 150,000 

$7,315,943 

6,000 common tents, at $15 each, . . : : . 120.000 

1,000 wall tents, at 30 : ’ 

8,000 camp kettles, at 150, - - - - - - 12,000 

100 covered wagons, at 200 - - - - - - 20,000 

Ordnance department, —- - - - : - ~ 150,000 

For powder and ball, - _ - : - - - 170,000 

For horses, saddles, bridles, &c. for 5 regiments of cavalry, - ~ - 300,000 


$8, 087,943 


H. DEARBORN. 
War Department, December 7, 1807. 








10th Concress. ] No. 78. [ist Sxssron. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, ON THE 26TH OF FEBRUARY 1808. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The dangers to our country, arising from the contests of other nations, and the urgency of making peepenatien for 
whatever events might affect our relations with them, have been intimated in preceding messages to Congress. To 
secure ourselves by due precautions, an augmentation of our military force, as well regular as of volunteer militia, 
seems to be expedient. The precise extent of that augmentation cannot as yet be satisfactorily suggested: but that 
no time may be lost, and especially at a season deemed favorable to the object, I submit to the wisdom of the Legis- 
lature wheter they will authorize a commencement of this precautionary work, by a present — for raising 
and organizing some additional force; reserving themselves to decide its ultimate extent on such views of our situa- 
tion, as I may be enabled to present at a future day of the session. ; ‘ 

If an increase of force be now aeereren, I submit to their consideration the outlines of a plan proposed in the en- 
closed letter from the Secretary of War. . , _ 

_ Trecommend also to the attention.of Congress, the term at which the act of April 18, 1806, concerning the mili- 
tia, will expire, and the effect of that expiration. 
TH: JEFFERSON. 


February 25, 1808. 
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War Department, February 24th, 1808. 


I take the liberty of suggesting, whether, under existing circumstances, it would not be advisable to propose 
to Congress an augmentation of our regular troops, as soon as practicable; and also the engaging and organizing of 
twenty-four thousand volunteers, on the principles I have had the honor of proposing for your consideration: the 
general outlines of which are contained in the paper marked No. 1. 

The number of regular troops}l would propose being raised immediately, is six thousand, to be composed of suit- 
able proportions of infantry, artillery, cavalry, and riflemen, and organized as stated in the enclosed paper, 
marked No. 2. . ; 

It may be presumed that, previous to the close of the present session, Congress will be possessed of such further 
information in regard to our foreign relations, as will be necessary for forming an ultimate opinion on the ex- 
pediency or inexpediency of a greater augmentation of our srmy than is now proposed; and, in the mean time, 
measures may be taken for the recruiting service in different parts of the United States. 

In the event of war, it will, I presume, be considered necessary to arrange our military force into separate de- 
partments, and to have a commander to each department; and, of course, to have no such officer as a commander 
in chief; and, until a larger army shall be raised than is now proposed, it may not be advisable to have any officers 
above the rank of Brigadier Generals; of that grade it may be proper to have four or five, as soon as a suitable pro- 
portion of the troops is raised. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, I am, sir, your humbie servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 
The Presivent of the United States. 


No 1. 


It is proposed to have engaged, in the several States and territories, twenty-four thousand volunteers, fo be en- 
listed to serve twelve months in any twenty-four months within the term of five years, at such times and places as 
the President of the United States shall direct,'to be armed and equipped by the United States, and to be regularly 
encamped in their respective States and territories, from two to three months in each year; and be exercised un- 
der the direction of inspectors to be appointed by the President of the United States, to receive pay and rations, and 
be furnished with camp equipage, and one suit of uniform clothing, once in three or four years; the officers, except 
the inspectors and paymasters, to be appointed by the respective States; the pay, annually, to commence the day 
they march for the respective encampments, and to continue until their return home, allowing one day for po | 
twenty miles march to and from the encampment; no corporal punishments to be inflicted, but all offences to be 
punished by close confinement and short allowance or fines, or both; the commissioned officers to be governed by 
the rules and articles of war established for the regular army. ‘The 24,000 to be apportioned on the States and ter- 
ritories in such proportion as circumstances may require, and in such proportions of infantry, artillery, cavalry, and 
riflemen, as the President of the United States shall direct, and organized into companies, battalions, regiments, and 
brigades, or other corps, as shall be found expedient, according to the numbers in each State, respectively; and to 
be encamped in the respective States and territories, at such time and place, or places, as the President of the 
United States shall, from time to time, direct. 


No. 2. 


The six thousand regular troops may consist of five regiments of infantry, one regiment of riflemen, one regiment 
of light artillery, and one regiment of light cavalry. The regiments of infantry, riflemen, and artillery, to consist of 
ten companies each, and the regiment of cavalry of eight companies. The field and staff of each regiment to con- 
sist of one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, one major, one adjutant, one quartermaster, one paymaster, one surgeon, 
one surgeon’s mate, one sergeant major, one quartermaster sergeant, and two principal musicians, and for the regi- 
ment of cavalry one riding master. 

Each company of infantry and riflemen to consist of one captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one 
ensign, four sergeants, four corporals, four musicians, and sixty eight privates. 

Each company of artillery to consist of one captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, two cadets, four 
sergeants, four corporals, four musicians, eight artificers, and fifty-eight privates. 

Zach company of cavalry to consist of one captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one cornet, four 
sergeants, four corporals, two musicians, one saddler, one farrier, and thirty-eight privates. 





10th Concress. } No. 79. List Session. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, MARCH 18, 1808, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


The scale on which the Military Academy, at West Point, was originally established, is become too limited to 
furnish the number of well instructed subjects, in the different branches of artillery and engineering, which the 
public service calls for. The want of such characters is already sensibly felt, and will be increased with the 
enlargement of our plans of military preparation. The chief engineer having been instructed to consider the sub- 
ject, and to propose an augmentation which might render the establishment commensurate with the present circum- 
stances of our country, has made the report which I now transmit for the consideration of Congress. : 

The idea suggested by him of removing the institution to this place, is also worthy of attention. Besides the 
advantage of placing it under the immediate eye of the Government, it may render its benefits common to the Naval 
Department, and will furnish opportunities of selecting, on better information, the characters most qualified to fulfil 


the duties which the public service may call for. Tu: meseneen. 


March 18, 1808. 
Wasuincton, March 14, 1808. 


Sir: : 
In conformity to the commands of the President of the United States, [ have the honor to transmit a report on 
the progress and present state of the Military Academy, with some suggested alterations, in which I have included 


those you had the goodness to — out. ; ; ; 
I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


JONA. WILLIAMS, Colonel of Engineers. 


The Secrerary or War. 


























1808. ] MILITARY ACADEMY. 229 





Wasuineoton City, Mai.’ 14, 1808. 


In obedience to the verbal commands of the President of the United States, the subscriber has the honor to submit, 
to the Secretary of War, the following report on the progress and present state of the military academy: 


This institution was established at West Point, in the year 1801, under the direction of a private citizen, and 
was nothing more than a mathematical school for the few cadets that were then in service. It was soon found that 
the government of young military men was incompatible with the ordinary system of schools, and, consequently 
this institution ran into disorder, and the teacher into contempt. y 

When the peace establishment was made, the corps of engineers was created, and the twenty-seventh section 
enacts that the corps “shall be stationed at West Point, in the State of New York, and shall constitute a military 
* academy, and the engineers, assistant engineers, and cadets, shall be subject to do duty at such places, and on 
**such service, as the President of the United States may direct.” It was not probably foreseen, that, although the 
head quarters of the corps might be at West Point, yet the duties of the individual officers necessarily spread them 
along our coast from one extremity of the United States to the other; and as the whole number of officers can be no 
more than sixteen, they could not, in their dispersed state, constitute a military academy. The incongruity of a 
stationary and errant existence, in the same corps, has been amply exemplified by experience. Indeed, it never can 
be supposed that engineers, as such, could be efficient elementary teachers; their capability, consistent with other 
duties, is confined to practical teaching, by combining example with precept, and carrying the rudiments of the art 
into practical execution; in the same manner that other professional men generally have youth under their tuition, 
after they have gone through every branch of elementary learning relating to their profession. 

A part only of the officers were appointed soon after the passage of the act, of whom the major, who was ex-offi- 
cio the chief engineer, and two captains, took charge of the academy, the students of which were the cadets belong- 
ing to the regiment of artillery. ‘The major occasionally read lectures on fortifications, gave practical lessons in the 
field, and taught the use of instruments generally. ‘The two captains taught mathematics; the one in the line of 
geometrical, the other in that of algebraical demonstrations. 

-As the corps was small, as it had little or nothing to do in its more appropriate professional duties, and as the 
students were few, the institution went on producing all the effect in its power, and all that could be expected on its 
limited scale. It was soon discovered that mere mathematics would not make either an artillerist or an engineer 
and a power was given, by law, to appoint a teacher of drawing and of the French language. Had this law, instead 
of absolutely limiting the number of teachers and designating their duties, left it general in. the discretion of the 
President to appvint such and so many as he might find requisite to produce the effect contemplated by the establish- 
ment, and left the internal organization to him, who, from constant observation, could judge of the most expedient 
one, with a reasonable but ample appropriation, we should, at this day, have a greater number of well instructed 
young officers than we can boast of. ann that time to this, however, the academy has progressed beyond what 
could have been expected from its means; but now the first mathematical teacher has resigned, and the second has 
for several years, been employed as Surveyor General of the United States in the Western country. : 

During the last year, a citizen, of eminent talents as a mathematician, has been employed as principal teacher 
and a first lieutenant of engineers performed the duties of assistant teacher, while the professor of French and draw- 
ing confined hig abilities to these branches. So far as talents can go, nothing is wanting as to these teachers; they 
are all capable in the highest degree: the subscriber is only apprehensive that he shall not be able to retain them. 
Mr. Hassler, the chief mathematician, is already designated for a survey of the coast, when circumstances shall per- 
mit that business to be undertaken, and it could not be committed to more able hands. Mr. Mason, the-professor 
of French and drawing, is a man of too great and too extensive abilities to be kept in a situation so much below his 
merit; this gentleman, being perfect master of the French and English languages, fully acquainted with all that has 
been written on the art of fortification, and eminently distinguished in science and general erudition, ought, in the 
opinion of the subscriber, to be placed at the head of what the French call Le Genie, which cannot be literally trans- 
lated in its extensive sense. It signifies the art of an engineer, generally, in all its branches. Mr. Mason being the 
only teacher designated by the law, he is the only one that, exclusive of the corps of engineers, can be said to 


belong to the institution. : ss : ais 
In short, the military academy, as it now stands, is like a foundling, barely = among the mountains, and 
The questions that have been 


nurtured at a distance out of sight, and almost unknown to its legitimate parents. 
frequently put to the subscriber, by members of Congress, evidently show that the little interest the institution has 
excited arises solely from its being unknown to those who ought to be, and doubtless would willingly become, its 
generous guardians and powerful protectors. Had it been so attached to the Government (its real and only parent) 
as to be always with it, always in sight, and always in the way of its fostering care, it would probably have flou- 
rished, and have become an honorable and interesting appendage to the national family. 

The question recurs, What ought to be done? ‘The subscriber would wish the answer to arise out of the nature 
of the case, and carry with it « demonstration of its being founded in the most pure, though zealous regard for the 
public good Actuated only by such motives, and without the stimulus of either ambition or interest, he begs leave 
to state, in the form of a proposition, what appears to him to be the natural and proper remedies. 

First. Let the military academy be placed under the direction of the President of the United States in all that 
does or can relate to it, any thing contained in any former law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Second. Let an academical staff be created in manner following; and as the regulations must necessarily be mili- 
tary, let the professors, when not of army rank, take that of their denominations (as relates te the academy only) 
in the manner of brevets: 

1. The commanding officer of the corps of engineers to be ex-officio superintendent of the institution, with the 
power of appointing one of the officers or professors to do the duties of superintendent in his absence. 

2. Let there be a professor of natural and experimental mag in all its branches; if taken from the corps of 
engineers and of lesser grade, let him have as much, in addition to his pay and emoluments, as will equal those of a 
lieutenant colonel; and if not of the corps, let these be his emvluments, and ¢éhat his denomination, without similar 


rank in the army. ; 

3. Let there be a professor of mathematics generally, with the pay, emoluments, and denomination of a major, 
and allowed to have two teachers under him, with the pay, emoluments, and denominations of captains: to this 
branch will expressly belong nautical astronomy, geography, and navigation. 

4. Let there be a professor of the art of an engmeer in all its branches, expressly to include fortification, attack, 
and defence, gunnery, and castrametation, with the pay, emoluments, and denomination, of a major, and allowed 
to have a drawing teacher, with a French teacher, and a German teacher, under him, with the pay, emoluments, 
and denomination of captains. : 

To this academical staff he begs leave to snggest the addition of the following professors; they are thus sepa- 
rately named, because they are supposed to be citizens engaged in other pursuits, and could only give a portion of 
their professional labors to this institution. ; 

5. A professor of architecture, to be occasionally at the academy, and to give lectures, accompanied with demon- 
strations by models and specimens of the nature of the materials, of cements, of the composition of works, of bridges, 
causeways, canals, &c. &c. to be paid per diem, when on duty, and to be allowed quarters in the academy. 

6. A professor of chemistry and mineralogy, on the same terms and conditions. 


7. A riding master and teacher of the broad and small sword. : 
Third. With respect tu the corps of engineers, whose functions have become extensive, let the following addi- 


tions be made to it. 
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Two Captains, 

‘Two first Lieutenants, 

Two second Lieutenants, | The officers to be appointed, and the men to be engaged, on 

Four Cadets, the same conditions as those now composing the corps. 

Nine Artificers, 

Thirty-one Men, 
The whole will then consist of twenty-two officers, eight cadets, fifty men, and ten artificers. 


It will appear necessary to make, in the first instance, an appropriation for the proper buildings, apparatus, 
library, hes this being done, (and it should be remembered that, being once well done, it will be but one ex nse, 
not subject to repetition) it is presumed the annual appropriation would be inconsiderable; it might indeed b be so 
connected with the appropriation for the corps of engineers, that all the surplusage of one would fall into the other, 
and the extension of the sum would not be felt. ' 

It might be well to make the plan upon such a scale as not only to take in the minor officers of the navy, but, 
also, any youths from oy of the States, who might wish for such an education, whether designed for the army or 
navy, or neither, and to let these be assessed to the value of their education, which might form a fund for extra or 
contingent expenses. On this plan it might be proper to suppress the ration system while the students are at the 
academy, and oblige all but commissioned officers to board in commons as in other universities. The citizen youth 
so adopted, should be required to sign the articles of war, (for the time being) since it would be impossible, an 
improper if it were possible, to make any exceptions to the rules and regulations of the academy. As these youths 
grow up and take their stations in society, they would naturally become militia officers, and, in a few years, in the 
ordinary course of events, we should see an uniformity in our militia, resulting from a spirit of emulation, which 
the reputation of having received a military education would naturally excite, and the same duties, which have often 
been considered a burthen, would become a pleasurable privilege. ‘There is nothing wore fascinating to youth than 
excellence in arms, and a little knowledge will create a desire to acquire more. 

That Congress may have as little trouble as possible, and to avoid a frequent recurrence to its authority on mat- 
ters of course, it might, perhaps, be expedient to pass one short act, naming the additions to be made to the corps of 
engineers, but Pans the direction of the academy, external and internal, in the President of the United States, 
leaving the site, the buildings, the number and kind of professors, and all other matters connected with the insti- 
tution, entirely to his judgment. 

All which is most respectfully submitted, 


JONA. WILLIAMS, Colonel of Engineers. 





10th ConcrEss.] No. 80. List Session. 


THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, MARCH 25, 1808. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


_ I now lay before Congress a statement of the militia of the United States, according to the latest returns re- 
ceived by the Department of War. From the State of Delaware alone no return has ever been made. 


TH: JEFFERSON. 


Maron 25, 1808. 
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10th Coneress. } No 8}. [1st Session, 


SITES FOR FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, ON THE 25TH OF MARCH, 1808, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


In proceeding to carry into execution the act for fortifying our ports and harbors, it is found that the sites most 
advantageous for their defence, and sometimes the only sites competent to that defence, are, in some cases, the pro- 
perty of minors, incapable of giving a valid consent to their alienation: in others, belong to persons who may refuse 
altogether to alienate, or demand a compensation far beyond the liberal justice allowable in such cases. From 
these causes the defence of our seaboard, so necessary to be pressed during the present season, will, in various parts, 
be defeated, unless a remedy can be applied. With a view to this, I submit the case to the consideration of Con- 
gress, who, estimating its importance, and reviewing the powers vested in them by the constitution, combined with 
the amendment providing that private property shall not be taken for public use, without jast compensation, will 
decide on the course most proper to be pursued. , 

I am aware that, as the consent of the Legislature of the State, to the purchase of the site, may not, in some in- 
stances, have been previously obtained, exclusive legislation cannot be exercised therein by Congress, until that con- 
sent is given. But, in the mean time, it will be held under the same laws which protect the property of individuals, 
and other property of the United States, in the same State; and the Legislatures, at their next meetings, will have 
opportunities of doing what will be so evidently called for by the particular interest of their own State. 


TH: JEFFERSON. 
March 25, 1808. 





LOth Conersss. ] No. 82. [2d Session. 


FIFTY THOUSAND VOLUNTEERS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 26, 1808. 


Mr. Netson, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the message of the President of the United 
States as relates to the Military and Naval Establishments, and to whom was referred, on the 17th instant, a 
resolution of the House of Representatives, in the words following, to wit: ** Resolved, ‘That means ought to be 
immediately taken for placing the country in a more complete state of defence,” reported the following resolu- 
tion, in part: 

Resolved, That it is expedient immediately to raise, arm, and equip, fifty thousand volunteers, to serve for 
the term of two years. 


Will it not be advisable to propose raising an army of fifty thousand volunteers, to be engaged for two years, 
and to serve, if required for actual service, any proportion of the term, not exceeding twelve months, within the 
term for which they shall be engaged; each non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, to receive ten dollars 
bounty, and each commissioned officer to receive one month’s pay when appointed, and the whole to receive pay 
and rations when attending musters, as well as when in actual service. ‘The non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, to be armed and equipped by the public, and to receive an uniform coat, vest, one pair of pantaloons, 
hat, two shirts, one pair of shoes and a blanket, and if called into actual service for any term over three months, to 
receive other articles of clothing in proportion to the term of service, not exceeding, in the whole, (including those 
first received) what are allowed to soldiers in the regular army for one year. ‘The whole to be mustered and ex- 
ercised in companies, four days within the first two months after being engaged, and six — in each succeding 
year, and to meet and encamp in their respective States and territories, thirty days in each year; no man to be 
enlisted into any company whose place of residence shall not be within a reasonable distance from the company 
parade to which he shall belong. A suitable number of inspectors to be appointed by the President of the United 
States, to direct and inspect the exercise of the troops when encamped, and to give directions for the drilling and 
exercise of the companies, and to direct and receive all returns, muster and pay rolls, to be transmitted to an adju- 
tant and inspector general, (to be appointed by the President of the United States) who shall give general instruc- 
tions toall sub-inspectors for the drilling, exercise, discipline, and police, of the volunteers, when not in actual service. 
‘The officers to be appointed and commissioned by the President of the United States. The proposed corps to in- 
clude as many of the volunteers who have offered their services under the act of 24th February, 1807, as shall 
enggec in the volunteer army now proposed. ‘The whole to consist of 44,000 infantry, 3,000 artillery, aud 3,000 
riflemen, to be organised into companies of one hundred each, including officers, regiments of 1,000, brigades of 
5,000, and divisions of 10,000 each; to have the usual staff, including surgeons and mates; the surgeons and mates . 
to attend the annual encampment, and actual service, and to receive pay only for their actual services, at the same 
rate as allowed to regimental surgeons and mates, in the other corps of the army. 





5 Major Generals, pay per month, - - - - - $166 $830 

10 Brigadier Generais, ‘* - - : : - - 104 1,040 

50 Colonels, “ . - - - - - 75 3,750 

50 Lieutenant Colonels, * - - - - . - 60 3,000 

50 Majors, ” “ « - . . * 50 2,500 

500 Captains, . - - - . - - 40 20,000 

500 Lieutenants, " - - - - - : 30 15,000 

500 Ensigns, = - - - - - - 20 10,000 

50 Surgeons, xs - - - . - - 45 2,250 

50 Surgeons’ Mates, ‘“ - - - - - - 30 1,500 
——— 59,870 

2,000 Sergeants, ee - - - - - - 8 . 16,000 

2,000 Corporals, a - - - - - - 7 14,000 

1,000 Musicians, “ . > ° ° : . 6 6,000 

43,500 Privates, “ : . . ° . 2 5 217,500 
253,500 


Pay per month = - $313,370 


——_—--_- 





————— 


~ 
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2} Months pay for the commissioned officers, - - - - - - $134,707 50 

1; = do. non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, - - - 316,875 
1; do. Subsistence of the commissioned officers, at 20 cents per ration, - - - 35,587 50 
1; do. do. _ hon commissioned officers, &c. at 15 cents per ration, - - 272,812 50 

Clothing for non-commissioned officers, &c. at 14 dollars each, —- - : - 679,000 

Bounty for ditto do. 10 dollars each, - - _ * - 485,000 

- . . . - 160,000 





Tents, and contingent expenses per year, - 
$2,083,982 50 





The first year’s expense will be, - : - - 2,100,000 
The second year will be, - - - 800,000 
$2,900,000 











No. 83. (2d_ Session, 





10th Coneress. } 


THE MILITIA. 
. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 3, 1809. 


Mr. Macon, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the message from the President of the United 
States as relates to revising and improving the militia system of the United States, made the following report: 


That, having carefully examined the subject referred to them, are of opinion that it would not be proper, at this 
time, to make any alteration in the militia system of the United States. 


10th Coxcress. } 





No. 84. (2d Sesston , 





FORTIFICATIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, JANUARY 6, 1809. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

I now lay before Congress a statement of the works of defence which it has been thought necessary to provide, 
in the first instance, for the security of our seaport towns and harbors, and of the progress towards their completion. 
Their extent has been adapted to the scale of the appropriation, and to the circumstances of the several places. 

The works undertaken at New York are calculated to annoy and endanger any naval force which shall enter 
the harbor, and still more one which should attempt to lie before the city. ‘To prevent altogether the entrance of 
large vessels, a line of blocks across the harbor has been contemplated, and would, as is believed, with the auxiliary 
means already provided, render that city safe against naval enterprise. The expense as well as the importance of 
the work render it a subject proper for the special consideration of Congress. 

At New Orleans two separate systems of defence are necessary, the one for the river, the other for the lake, 
which at present can give no aid to one another. ‘The canal now leading from the lake, if continued into the river, 
would enable the armed vessels in both stations to unite, and to meet in conjunction an attack from either side. 
Half the aggregate force would then have the same effect as the whole: or the same force double the effect of what 
either can now have. It would also enable the vessels stationed in the lake, when attacked by superior force, to 
retire to a safer position in the river. The same considerations of expense and importance render this also a question 


for the special decision of Congress. 
TH: JEFFERSON. 
January 6, 1809. 


* REPORT. 
Sir: i 
I am now enabled, from the reports received from the respective engineers, to form a statement that will give 
you a general view of the works which have been erected or repaired, for the defence of our ports and harbors, and 


particularly of those which have been commenced the past season. 
TERRITORY OF ORLEANS. 


Fort St. Charles, at the lower end of the city of New Orleans, and immediately on the bank of the river, is now 


in a good state of cual, with all its cannon mounted, with the necessary apparatus. 
At the mouth of Bayou St. John, a strong new battery has been erected, which commands the passage from lake 


Pontchartrain to the city of New Orleans. 

‘The battery of mason work, ordered to be erected at English Turn, is in such forwardness as to require but a few 
weeks for its completion. 

A new fort of substantial mason work, has been commenced on the site of fort St. Philip at Placquemines: the 
two main bastions are completed and the cannon mounted; and there is reason to believe that the fort will be com- 
pleted in two or three months. 

ed, it is believed that, with suitable garrisons and the number of 


When the above works shall have been finish 
gun boats destined for that quarter, they would afford such protection as had been contemplated. 














ied 
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GEORGIA. 


Unavoidable delays in procuring the necessary sites have very much impeded the progress of the fortifications in 
this State. . 

As soon as a site could be obtained, a strong battery of mason work was commenced a few miles below the town 
of Savannah, at Five Fathom Hole, where large vessels generally take in their cargoes. "This work is in such forward- 
ness that it will probably be completed in the course of a few weeks. ‘ 

A regular enclosed fort of mason work was directed to be built on the site of old Fort Wayne, near the town of 
Savannah, with a battery in front; a battery and redoubt or strong block house on Point Petre, at the mouth of St. 
Mary’s river; and a small battery near Sunbury. The site for the fort near the town being private property, except 
a small part owned by the corporation, has beenjobtained hiner vay Eire through the friendly aid of Doctor 
Jones and other gentlemen. All the titles are not yet conveyed to the United States, but it is expected the busi- 
ness will soon be completed. The unavoidable delays occasioned by these circumstances have necessarily post- 
poned the commencement of the fort to so late a period, that it will not i be finished earlier than next sum- 
mer. No sites have yet been obtained for the proposed works at Point Petre and Sunbury. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The works in the harbor ef Charleston are progressing with all possible despatch. asian ; 

A new fort on the site of old Fort Mechanic, in the town of Charleston, was directed to be buili of mason work. 
It is now completed and ready for the reception of a garrison: its situation isa commanding one. ‘ 

an battery of Fort Johnston has been some time since finished, and is now completely mounted with heavy 
artillery. 

Fort Moultrie, which is little inferior in magnitude and importance to any work in the United States, is now en- 
closed, and ready to receive a garrison. : ‘ ; 

A new fort of mason work on the site of old Fort Pinckney is commenced, and in a rapid state of progress. 

A new brick arsenal in the town of Charleston has been built, and the public property moved into it. 

It is believed, whem the above works are completed and fully garrisoned, that they will, with the aid of the light 
and heavy artillery in the town, be adequate to such defence as has been contemplated. 

A small battery for the immediate defence of Beaufort,S. C. with a magazine and barrack, had been ordered to 
pe erected on the site of old Fort Lyttleton. But the land being the property of the State, and no cession having 
been made by her to the United States, nothing as yet has been done at this place. 

A small battery, with a magazine and block house, was directed to be built at Georgetown, 8. C. The works are 
progressing, and will soon be completed. 

NORTH CAROLINA, 


A battery of mason work and barracks were ordered to be erected at Old Topsail Inlet, near Beaufort, N. C. 


Although no ~ report of the progress made at this place has been received, it is believed that the works are 
nearly completed. 


Thejworks at Fort Johnston, on Cape Fear river, with the magazine and barracks, are finished. 
VIRGINIA, 


Fort Nelson has been strengthened, and a large strong battery of mason work erected on the site of old Fort 
Norfolk, with brick barracks. 


A site and materials for a strong battery at Hospital point, near Norfolk, have been procured, but too late for 
completing it the — season. : 
At Hoods, on} James river, a strong battery of mason work has been erected, and a.regular enclosed work, on an 


eminence commanding the battery, is mm considerable forwardness, with barrecks-for two hundred men, nearly com- 
pleted, including quarters for the officers. 


MARYLAND. 


Fort Washington, on the Potomac, between Alexandria and Mount Vernon, is a new enclosed work, of stone 
and brick masonry, to which is attached a strong battery of like materials. The whole is so nearly completed as to 
be ready for the reception of the cannon and garrison, which have been ordered, and have arrived at the fort. A stone 
tower has also been commenced on an eminence that overlooks the fort, and is in considerable forwardness. 

A circular battery of mason work at Windmill point, for the protection and defence of Annapolis, is nearly com- 
pleted—the cannon are mounted. Another,battery on the bank of the Severn, below the town, is also nearly finished. 

Fort McHenry, near Baltimore, is in a good state of defence. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


The works at fort Mifflin have received considerable repair, and the cannon mounted. Some further repairs of - 
carriages are said to be necessary, and have been directed. ‘ 


NEW YORK. 


Fort Jay,on Governor’s Island, with the whole of its buildings, was demolished in 1806, except the walled 
counterscarp, the gate, sallyport, magazine, and ,two barracks; all the rest was removed as rubbish, to give place 
for a work composed of durable materials. On the site of the old fort, ‘a new one (fort Columbus) has-been erected, 
of the same shape, on three of its sides, as the former, with the addition of fourteen feet on each side. On the north 
side a ravelin has been added, with two retired casemated flanks. The new fort, with two new brick barracks, is 
now nearly completed, and has fifty cannon mounted. 

On a point of rocks, at the western extremity of Governor’s Island, a circular castle; of durable mason work, to 
be connected with fort Columbus by a zig-zag covered defile, has been commenced and completed to the second 
floor, and is now ready to receive its first tier of guns, which are mounted, and ready to be placed. ‘The exterior 
poe nnn of this castle is two hundred and ten feet, and, when finished, will mount one hundred pieces of heavy 
ordnance. 

On Bedloe’s “-land. a mortar battery commanding all the anchoring ground between Red Hook and the quaran- 
tine, and affordi .¢ a protection to Ellis’s island, has been commenced, and the front wall carried up to the intended 
height. Part of the redoubt in the rear has been excavated, but, as the season is tuo far advanced to begin any new 
piece of mason work, nothing more than a continuance of excavation and a collection of materials will be attempted 
— =. Two brick barracks, consisting of only the walls and roof, have been raised another story and rendered 
habitable. R 

On Ellis or Oyster Island, advantageously situated for defending the entrance of North River, an open barbette 
battery for heavy ordnance on one platform had been ordered to be erected, and is now nearly completed, The 

latform is ready for the guns and the cosringes mostly finished. The barracks within the old fort on this island 
ve, by some. alterations, been made habitable. f : : . 
In addition to the works already described, a battery in North river, two hundred feet without the permanent line 
of the city, off Hubert street, has been commenced. ; , ale ' 

The foundation is of stone, and has been carried up to high water mark, in which situation it will remain till 
spring. This battery is connected with Hubert street by a bridge 200 feet long and 30 wide. ; 

Preparations have also been made for erecting a heavy battery on a stone foundation with a superstructure ot 


solid mason ~ at the southwest point of the city. The point selected has a complete command from the whole 
m i 





| 
| 
| 
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range of North river on one side to the complete width of East river on the other. Nothing more than the exterior 


blocks or counterguards for sinking the foundation can be effected this winter. 
Connected with the plan of defence for the harbor and city of New York, the United States have purchased a 
house and yard in the rear of the custom house for the deposite and safe meaping of heavy artillery or travelling car- 
a brick wall of nine feet in height has 


riages, and all kinds of military stores, except powder. Since the purchase, 
been erected round the yard. The United States have also obtained, at about two miles’ distance from the city, a 


site containing nearly two acres, which has been enclosed with a wall nine feet high, and on which have been erect- 
an arsenal, laboratory, and large powder magazine, from which the smaller deposites in the batteries can be sup- 


plied with ammunition. 4 ; 
At Sagg Harbor, on Long Island, a small battery, with’a magazine and barracks, had been ordered to be erected, 
i with funds for procuring the necessary materials; but, from the want of a suf- 


and an agent appointed and supplied i 
ficient number of engineers, to superintend the numerous works contemplated for the defence of our ports and har- 
bors, nothing more has been done than to survey this harbor, and select a proper site for the battery. 








CONNECTICUT. 

In this State directions were given, and agents appointed and furnished with funds, for the erection of a battery, 
magazine, and barracks, for the defence of t 1e harber of New Haven; for the repair, improvement, and completion 
of Fort ‘Trumbull, near New London; and for the erection of a small battery for the defence of Stonington. But 
the same want of engineers which has delayed the prosecution of the works at Sagg Harbor and several other places, 
has also prevented any more being done in this State than merely to select the proper sites for the defence of New 
Haven and Stonington, and the examination of the state of the works at Fort Trumbull. 

Heavy cannon, on travelling carriages, with apparatus and ammunition, have been ordered to these places. 

RHODE ISLAND. 


Newporr Harsor.—At fort Wolcott and fort Adams some repairs have been made, and the works extended so 


as to admit some additional guns. The barracks at the latter have also been repaired. 
On the main island, to the south of the town of Newport, a small battery has been erected, which commands the 
rts. 


inner harbor between fort Wolcott and the town, and the channel between the two 
At Bristol, ten heavy cannon have been mounted on travelling carriages for the defence of that and other towns 


and harbors in its vicinity. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


At the entrance of the inner harbor of New Bedford, two miles below the town, a small enclosed work has been 
erected of stone, brick, and sod. It commands the entrance into the harbor for a mile and a half in a direct line, 


is completed, and has a brick magazine and wooden barracks. _ 
The old work on Gurnet head, near Plymouth, has been repaired, and platforms in front. A barrack and brick 


magazine have been built. 
Boston Harsor.—In addition to fort Independence, the following works have been erected for the defence of 


this harbor. 

Fort Warren.—On the summit of Governor’s Island an enclosed star fort, of mason work, with a brick barrack 
and quarters, magazine and guard house, has been completed. Fort Warren battery, on the south point of the same 
island, is completed of stone, brick, and sod, witha brick guard house and magazine. It is contemplated to erect a 


block house in the rear of this battery. ; : 
Westhead battery is staked out and materials collected. On a point formed by Charles and Mystic rivers, a bat- 


tery has been built of sod, on a stone foundation. 
Sarem.—The fort and block house, with a magazine under it, on a point at the entrance of this harbor, have been 


repaired and a new barrack erected. 
Maxsieneap.—The fort at this place, with the magazine, barracks, and bleck house, has been repaired. 


Giovucester, Care Ann.—The old fort of stone, in front of this place, with the block house and magazine, has 
been repaired. 

Newsuryport.—On the point of Plum Island, at the mouth of Merrimack river, a battery of wood, filled in 
with sand and surmounted with sod, has been erected. It contains a barrack and brick magazine, and was con- 


structed of wood on account of the shifting sands. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


PoxtsmoutH Harsor.—Fort Constitution, on New Castle point, at the entrance of this harbor, is an enclosed 


work, built principally of stone masonry. It is now complete with the necessary buildings. 
Fort McClary,a new strong work of masonry, has been erected on Kittery point, opposite fort Constitution. It 


is now finished with new barracks, magazine, and guard house. 
DISTRICT OF MAINE. 


PortLanp Harsor.—Fort Preble, a new enclosed work of stone and brick masonry, with a brick barrack, quar- 
ters, and magazine, is completed. This work is erected on Spring point, and commands the entrance of this harbor, 


through the main channel. ii vik . ‘ 
Fort Scammel, also a new work of similar materials, is erected on House island, ago fort Preble, and com- 
her buildings. 


mands the main and other channels. It is now completed with its block house and ot 
Fort Sumner battery, to the north of the town, has been repaired. 
Kennesecx.—At Shaw’s point, on the west side and at the mouth of this river, a battery and brick magazine 
are completed, with a brick barrack ready for the accommodation of a small garrison. 
Suzerscutr.—On Davis’s point, on the east side of this river, and about one mile below the town of Wiscasset. 
a strong battery, brick magazine, and a block house, are ready for immediate use. 


Damariscorta.—On the southeastern angle of Narrow Island, in this river, and in the town of Boothbay, a bat- 
tery and brick magazine are completed. A block house is begun, but not finished 


Sr. Georce’s River.—At Robinson’s point, on the east side of this river, a small battery is begun, and materials 
provided for proceeding with the work as soon as the season will permit. 

Pexosscott anv Baccapuce River.—Nothing more has been done on this river, than select a site and procure 
materials for a battery, which is on Perkins’s point, on the north side of the river, opposite the northwest end of 
Noddles’ Island. 

Macuias-—A small battery has been erected at this place. 


Passamaquoppy.—A battery and block house have been erected, and a garrison placed in the works. Cannon 
have generally been mounted on the works now pegret for their reception, and will be ready for mounting on the 
others, as soon as they are in sufficient forwardness for the pu 


Upwards of one handred travelling carriages have been comp 
with cannon and necessary apparatus, have been distributed in the various 


eted for heavy cannon, and a large proportion of them, 
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The following sums have been advanced for the erection and repair of fortifications, and the construction of gun 
carriages, during the year 1808, viz: 

For New Orleans, - - - . - - - - $80,373 
Georgia, North and South Carolina, - - - - - - 204,289 
Virginia and Maryland, . - ° - - - - 111,432 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, - - - - - 5,000 
New York, - - - : - - - se 379,133 
Connecticut and Rhode Island, - - - - - - 11,000 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, - - - - - - 223,475 

$1,014,702 





For completing the works already commenced, and for erecting such others as have been contemplated, or may be 
deemed expedient, it is believed that an additional appropriation, to the amount of four hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, will be necessary, exclusive of the expense of a line of block chains, &c. across the harbor of New York. The 
chain and timber for these blocks have been already procured, at an expense of upwards of 40,000 dollars; but, by the 
latest calculation made by pene considered as competent for the purpose, it appears that, to complete this plan, 
as heretofore proposed, would require an expenditure of one million of dollars. 

For affording favility to that part of the contemplated defence of New Orleans, which depends on gunboats, a 
canal, from the river near the city to Lake Pontchartrain, of sufficient width and depth to admit, atall times, a passage 
for the gunboats stationed in the river and lake, would be highly important. 

And as a company has been formed for the purpose of opening a canal from the lake to the city, by the way of 
the Bayou St. John, and proceeded far towards its completion, it is believed, from information received from said 
company, that, with the aid of —, the canal may be extended, so as to open the communication as proposed above. 

It is therefore submitted for consideration, whether an appropriation should be made to enable the President of 
the United States to effect so important an object. . 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 





H. DEARBORN. 
The Presivent of the United States. “ 








10th Concress. } No. 85. [2d Session. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 9, 1809. 
War_ Department, February 7th, 1809. 


Sir: 

In obedience to the resolution of the honorable Senate, of the 2d instant, requiring the Secretary of War to in- 
quire and a to the Senate, whether it be expedient that one or more batteries or fortifications should be erected 
at or near Wilmington, at or near New Castle, at or near Port Penn, and at or near Lewis, in the State of Delaware, 
the Secretary begs leave to remark, that, from the general information obtained in relation to suitable sites for bat- 
teries, or other works, in the State of Delaware, it had been considered expedient to erect a battery of mason work, at 
or near the town of New Castle, and a similar one on the communication between the Delaware river and the town of 
Wilmington. The particular sites for these batteries were to have been designated by an engineer, and it was in- 
tended to have had the works erected in the course of the past year; but the principal engineer, under whose direc- 
tion they were to have been constructed, not having a sufficient number of subordinate engineers to superintend the 
whole of the works contemplated within the district assigned him, was compelled to postpone the construction of 
those in Delaware, as well as others within his district. ‘They will, however, be undoubtedly attended to in the 
course of the present year. The expense for these works was included in the general estimate; and it is presumed 
that no additional appropriation for them will be necessary. Whether it will be expedient to erect other works in 
the State of Delaware than those above mentioned, the information at present pussessed by the Secretary of War 
will not énable him to decide. ; 

All which is respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


The Hon. the Presipent of the Senate of the United States. 





10th Coneress. } No. 86. [2d Session. 





THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 25, 1809. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
I now lay before Congress a statement of the Militia of the United States, according to the latest returns 


received by the Department of War. 
TH: JEFFERSON. 
February 25, 1809. 
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244 MILITARY AFFAIRS. (1809. 





11th Concress. ] No. 87. [1st Session. 





MODIFICATION OF THE LAWS RELATIVE TO THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JUNE 6, 1809. 


War Department, May 31, 1809. 
Sir 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, requesting information on the 
following points: 


** Is it expedient, in the present state of our foreign relations, and the threatening aspect upon our Western 
frontiers, to reduce the present military establishment ? ~. 

“ If not, is it expedient to-arrest the recruiting service; or, is it probable, from the progress that has heretofore 
been made in recruiting, that the number which may be enlisted befure the next session of Congress, will be more 
than sufficient to fill up the vacancies which will probably arise from different casualties happening in the old and 
new regiments ? 

- is it expedient, at this time, to make any modifications of the laws relative to the military establishment ?” 


The enclosed statement contains the substance of the latest information which has been received from the West- 
ern frontiers. 

This information encourages a belief that the precautions which have been taken will prevent the meditated at- 
tack on the post at Belle Vue, as well as discourage an execution of the hostile intentions of the Prophet and his 
allies. At the same time, it may be proper to observe, that this movement and hostile attitude of the savages, brings 
to view, and confirms, the correctness of the opinion of well informed men, and of the Legislature of the State of 
Kentucky, as expressed in certain resolutions adopted by that honorable body on the 29th ef January, 1809, that the 
posts at St. Louis and Detroit ought to be permanently strengthened. 

Should the honorable committee be of opinion that the state of our foreign relations, taken in connexion with 
the information herein contained, renders it inexpedient to reduce the military establishment at this time, and that 
the recruiting service may be suspended, a discretionary power to renew it being vested in the President, will be an 
effectual security against any vacancies which may arise from different casualties, before the next session of Con- 
gress. 
~ “In answer to the last interrogatory, experience has shown that improvements ‘may be made in the military esta- 
blishment. That branch of business, which falls, properly, within the quartermaster’s department, requires a new 
arrangement. Should the committee be disposed to bestow their consideration on this subject, 1 shall be happy in 
an opportunity of attending on them, or giving information respecting it, in any manner which they may be pleased 
to pomt out. 

I am, with respectful consideration, your most obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 
lhe Honorable JoserpH ANDERSON, 
Chairman of the Committee of the honorable Senate. 





i1th Concress. ] No. 88. [Ist SESSION. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO.THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JUNE 6, 1809. 


: War Department, June 2, 1809. 
SIR: 
In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 27th of May, requesting the President of 
the United States to cause the Secretary of War to lay before the House an estimate of the sums necessary to com- 
lete the fortifications commenced or contemplated; and also the amount of any deficiency of former appropriations 
or this object, I have the honor to state that, of the $450,000, appropriated by the act of February 10th, 1809, there 
are expended $265,000, leaving a balance of $185,000. 

The difficulty of forming a correct opinion of the sums which will be required for each work, must be obvious, 
from the nature and extent of the business, and from the deficiency of all former calculations and estimates. From 
the best judgment which can be formed on the information and evidence in possession of this Department, the 
sum of $750,000, in addition to the balance before mentioned, will be sufficient, certainly, to cover the expendi- 
tures of the present year, and most probably to complete the system of defence contemplated by Government. 





For the States East of New York, : . . - : $75,000 
For the State of New York, es ne - ° . 340,000 
For the States South of New York, including New Orleans, - - - 335,000 

$750,000 


With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 
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Lith ConGREss. ] No. 89. (2d Sesston. 








FORTIFICATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 21, 1809, 


War Department, December 19th, 1809. 


Sir: 
I have the honor herewith to transmit to you a report of the state of the fortifications for the defence of the 


ports and harbors of the United States, ; 
And am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


Report of Fortifications for the defence of the ports and harbors of the United States. 


DISTRICT OF MAINE. 
PassaMaquoppy.—A circular battery of six guns, mounted, covered by a block house, with barracks for fifty men. 
Macuias.—A circular battery of four guns, mounted, covered by a block house, with barracks for forty men. 
Penornscor.—A small enclosed work of four guns, mounted. 
Sr. GeorGe’s River.—A small enclosed work of three guns, mounted. 
Bootu Bay, on Damariscojta.—A battery with three guns, mounted, covered by a block house. 
Eocecoms, on Sheepscot.—A battery with six guns, mounted, covered by a block house. 
Georcetown, mouth of Kennebec.—A small enclosed battery of six guns, mounted. 


PortLanp Harsor.—Fort Preble, on Spring’s point, at the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed star fort of 
masonry, with an elliptical battery in front, mounting fifteen guns, with brick barracks, for one company, officers 
included; a brick magazine. Fort Scammel, on the opposite side, three quarters of a mile distant; an enclosed semi- 
circular work, with two circular flanks of masonry, mounting eighteen guns, covered by a block house which wili contain 
10 men; a brick magazine. In the town of Portland, a battery of masonry, mounting five guns; also, a brick gun-house 


with four pieces mounted on travelling carriages. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Fort Constituiton, at the entrance of the harbor at the mouth of Piscataqua river, three miles below Portsmouth; 
an enclosed work of masonry, mounting thirty-seven guns, with brick barracks, for one hundred and fifty men in- 


-luding officers; also two brick magazines. 
PortsmoutH Harsor.—At Kittery Point, an enclosed elliptical battery of masonry, mounting ten guns, covered 


with a redoubt of earth, with barracks for one company, including officers; also, a brick magazine. In the town of 
Portsmouth, a brick gun-house, containing six guns on travelling carriages, with harness complete. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Newsuryrorr.—On the east point of Plum Island, at the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed battery of timber 
and earth, mounting five guns, with a brick magazine, and barracks of wood for twenty-five men. 


Cape Ann, Gloucester.—At the head of the harbor, a battery with seven guns, mounted, covered by a block house, 
which will contain twenty men. 


SaLem.—Fort Pickering, on the west side of the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed work of masonry and earth, 
mounting six guns, covered by a block-house, with barracks for thirty men, including officers and a magazine. 


MarsLeHEAp.—Fort Sewall, at the west point of the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed work of masonry and 
earth, mounting eight guns, covered by a block house, with barracks for forty men, including officers, and a magazine. 


Boston Harsor.—Fort Warren, on Governor’s Island; a star fort, of masonry, with twelve guns mounted; a brick 
barrack for one company, including officers; also, a brick magazine and guard-house; on the south point and west 
head of the island, semicir-cular batteries of masonry, calculated for ten guns each, ten guns mounted in the 
west head. Fort Independence, on Castle Island, south side of the inner harbor; an enclosed pentagon of five 
bastions ef masonry, calculated for fifty guns; thirty-nine mounted, with two batteries to contain twenty-five guns; 
brick barracks for four hundred men including officers; also, a large brick magazine, built in 1801. 


At Cuar._estown.—Near the Navy Yard a small circular battery of six guns, with a brick gun-house, contain- 
guns, on travelling carriages; also, a stone and brick magazine. 

Prymovuta Harsor.—At Garnet head, the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed work, repaired with stone and 
earth, mounting five guns, with a brick magazine, and barracks for thirty men. 


New Beprorp.—At Eldridge’s point, commanding the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed work of masonry, 
mounting six guns, with a brick magazine, and barracks for forty men, including officers. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Newport.—Fort Adams, on Brenton’s point, entrance of the harbor; an enclosed indented work of masonry, 
calculated for twelve guns, six *nounted, with a brick maga’’ine, and barracks for one company, including officers. 
Fort Wolcott, on Goat Island, in the centre of the harbor; a star fort of stone, brick, and timber, mounting twelve 
guns, with flank batteries mounting eighteen guns; a brick magazine, and barracks for one company, including officers. 
On the Dumpling rocks, on the west side entrance of the harbor, a battery unfinished; on Rose Island, an enclosed 
work of four bastions of masonry, calculated for sixty guns, unfinished: all the works in this harbor were begun in 
the year 1798 and 1800. At Newport and Bristol, guns mounted on travelling carriages. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Sroxinctox.—A gun house of brick, to contain four pieces of cannon on travelling carriages. 
New. Lonpon.—An enclosed work, of masonry and earth, calculated for twenty-five guns, twelve mounted; with 
a magazine, and barracks for forty men, including officers, called Fort ‘Trumbull. 
$2 m 
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New Haven.—A small work for the defence of the harbor, mounting six guns, with barracks for forty men. 
NEW YORK. 


New Yorx Hansor.—fort Columbus, on Governor’s Island; an enclosed pentagonal work, with four bastions 
of masonry, calculated for one hundred guns, fifty-five mounted, with brick barracks for two hundred and thirty men, 
including officers. A stone and brick magazine; a castle, or stone tower, of three tiers, on a projecting point of the 
island, calculated for fifty-two heavy guns, under a bomb-proof cover, and forty-eight on the terrace; the lower 
tier finished, calculated for twenty-six guns, twelve mounted; guns may be placed in the second tier in case of ne- 
cessity. ‘The bomb-proof will serve as barracks for two or three hundred men. 

On Bedloe’s Island, on the opposite side of the harbor; an enclosed indented work of masonry, calculated for 


_ guns, unfinished. ; . 
n Ellis’s Island, opposite Fort Columbus; an enclosed battery of masonry, calculated for twenty guns, eight 


mounted, with barracks for one company, including officers. At the West point of the city, near the old battery, a 


circular battery, calculated for thirty guns, has been commenced. 

On Hudson river, at the termination of Hubert street, a battery of masonry, calculated for sixteen guns, finished. 
In the city of New York, an arsenal and store house of brick, with twenty-four guns, mounted on travelling carria- 
ges. Three miles above the city of New York, an arsenal, magazine, and laboratory, all of brick. 

By the report received, it appears that seventy-one guns are actually mounted; one hundred and fifty may be actual - 
ly brought into action on an emergency; and that the works for the defence of the city of New York are calculated 
for three hundred guns, and ten mortars, exclusive of those mounted on travelling carriages, and of the works on 
Staten Island, erected by the State of New York, calculated for eighty guns. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Devaware River.—Fort Mifflin, on Delaware river, seven miles below Philadelphia; an enclosed work of 
masonry, defended by bastions, calculated for sixty guns, twenty-nine mounted; a water battery of eight guns 
mounted, with a brick magazine, and barracks for one hundred men, including officers. 


DELAWARE. 


Wiuaincron.—An arsenal of 96 by 26 feet, one and a half stories high; intended for cannon on travelling car- 
riages, with their equipments. 


New Castie.—The same as Wilmington. 
MARYLAND. 


Batrimore.—Fort McHenry, at the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed pentagon, with five bastions of mason- 
ry, calculated for forty guns, ten mounted; a water battery, of ten guns, mounted; a brick magazine; gun house, and 
barracks for two companies, including officers. 

Annapotis.—Fort Madison, an enclosed work of masonry, comprehending a semi-elliptical face, with circular 
flanks, calculated for thirteen guns; with a brick magazine, and barracks for one company, including officers. 

At Windmill point a circular battery of masonry, calculated for eleven guns, eight mounted. In the rear of the 
work quarters for two companies. 

Potomac River.—Jfort Washington, an enclosed work of masonry, comprehending a semi-elliptical face, with 
circular flanks on the side next to the Potomac, mounting thirteen guns, commanded by a tower of masonry, calcu- 
lated to mount six guns; with a brick magazine, and barracks for one hundred and twenty men, including officers. 


VIRGINIA. 


Norrotk Harsor.—fort Nelson, on the west side of the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed work of brick 
and earth, defended by half bastions. calculated for forty guns, thirty-three mounted; with a brick magazine. and 


barracks for two companies, including officers. ; ; 
Fort Norfolk, on the opposite side; an enclosed work of masonry, calculated for thirty guns, ten mounted; with 


a brick magazine, and barracks for two companies, including officers. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Wiminetron.—fort Johnston, on Cape Fear river, —— miles below Wilmington; an enclosed work and battery, 
calculated for twelve guns, four mounted; and barracks for forty men, unfinished. 


Breaurort.—A small enciosed work, with five guns, mounted; and barracks for fifty men. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Cuar.eston Harsor.—fort Johnston, an enclosed work defended by bastions and batteries of masonry, calcu- 
lated for forty guns, twenty-six mounted; with a brick magazine, and barracks for two companies. 

Fort Moultrie, near the entrance of the harbor; an enclosed work defended by bastions and batteries of masonry, 
calculated for thirty guns, seven mounted; with a brick magazine, and barracks for two companies. : 

Fort Pinckney, an enclosed work of masonry for two tier of guns, nearly completed. 

Fort Mechanic, in the town of Charleston; an enclosed work, and battery of masonry. with barracks; an arsenal 


for guns on travelling carriages. 
Beavrorr.—An enclosed work. and battery, unfinished. 


GEORGIA. 
Savannau.—At Five Fathom Hole, three miles below the town; a battery of masonry, calculated for eight guns. 
Works have not been commenced in the town of Savannah, or at St. Mary’s, the title to the lands selected for the 
sites at those places not having been obtained. 


MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 


New Orveans.—Fort St. Philip, at Placquemine, near the mouth of the river; an enclosed work of masonry 
and wood, calculated for twenty guns; with a magazine, and barracks for one company. 

me oy lapeneny an enclosed work with two bastions, anda battery of masonry for nine"guns; with a magazine, and 
barracks for one company, nearly finished. 


Fort St. Charles, in the city of New Orleans; an enclosed redoubt of five sides, of masonry and earth, mounting 


nineteen guns; a magazine, and barracks for thirty men. — ; ; ; 
At the Bayou St. John, astrong battery of six guns, which commands the passage of Lake Pontchartrain; with bar- 


racks for thirty men. 
Nore.—The aforegoing report was referred toa select committee, to whom the Secretary of War made the fol- 
lowing communication: 
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War Department, February 5, 1810. 


Conformably to the request contained in your letter of the 26th of January, I have the honor, herewith, to 
transmit to you the enclosed statement of the Accountant of this Department, exhibiting * the sums which have been 
expended out of the appropriations for fortifications, by the acts of February 10, and of June 14, 1809, and the par- 
ticular sums expended on each fortification.” It is not_ practicable to ascertain, with precision, the particular sum 
expended on each work respectively, as materials have, in some instances, been purchased by the agents and applied 
to diferent works in the same harbor, and, in some instances, to works not considered appurtenant to the port or 
place at which the disbursements have been charged. 

The fortifications embraced in the report made to Congress at the present session, with the addition of those 
at Georgetown, S. C. (of which the return had not been received, but which are now reported as completed) and 
of those at Wilmington, N. C. not completed, comprehend the principal works projected by the former Secretary 
of War. ‘They are considered permanent works, which are to be kept up. 

To these should be added West Point. on Hudson river, and additional works on the island of Rhode Island. 

During the revolutionary war, the naturally strong post of West Point formed the point nearest to the ocean, 
which connected the Eastern and Southern States. ‘The relation of this post to the city of New York, with its 
importance to the continent as a barrier station, in case a hostile fleet should be able to pass New York, render it 
highly ae that the present works should be repaired, or that others, on an improved plan, should be con- 
structed. 

Rhode Island, from its insular and peculiarly exposed situation, offering to an invading fleet advantages not com- 
bined in any other port, requires additional means of defence. 

The extensive fortifications projected, and in part constructed, by the State of New York, at the entrance of 
the harbor of New York, when coted to the United States, will likewise be considered permanent works, and re- 
quire a further appropriation. 

Other fortifications, on a smaller scale, have been projected on the western frontier, and in several of the States. 
A want of satisfactory title to the ground which had been selected has occasioned delay in some instances. In 
others, they have not been commenced, for other reasons. A part of them are, at this time, in execution. 

The sum already appropriated by law being deemed sufficient to complete the fortifications which have been 
projected, no further appropriation on account of fortifications has been suggested in the estimate of this Department 
for the year 1810. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 

Honorable Joun Ciopron. 


Statement of the sums expended out of the appropriations for Fortifications, per acts of the 10th February, and 
14th June, 1809, showing the particular Fortifications for which the expenditures have accrued, and the sums 
expended on each, respectively. 





Castine, -° Maine, . - - - - - $8,000 00 
Thomastown, _ 0 - - - - - - 2,085 90 
Damariscottariver, Do. - - - - - - - 2,029 71 
Machias,  - Do. - - - - ; - - 3,399 80 
Georgetown, Do. - ; - - - - - 2,198 28 
Portland, - Do. - - - - - . - 11,597 20 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, - - - . - : 10,714 12 
Salem, Massachusetts, — - - - - - - . 11,729 37 
Boston, 0. - - - - - - - 24,173 59 
New Bedford, Do. - - - - - - - 1,119 57 
Newburyport, Do. - - - - - - - 962 66 
Newport, Rhode Island, - - - - - - 789 12 
New Haven, Connecticut, - - - - - - 6,295 96 
New London, Do. - - - - - - - 9,837 29 
New York, - - - - - - - 225,609 09 
New Castle and Wilmington, Delaware, : - - - - 13,119 71 
Fort et gg Baltimore, - - - - - - 100 00 
Annapolis, Maryland, - - - - - - - 18,371 12 
Fort Washington, Potomac river, - - - - - - 9,781 15 
Fort Powhattan, James River, - - - - - - 10,000 00 
Norfolk, Virginia, _ - - - - : - - 36,800 00 
Wilmington, North Carolina, - - - - - - 1,253 20 
Beaufort, Do. - - - - - - 8,863 82 
Highwassee, ‘Tennessee, - : - - - - 1,000 00 
South Carolina, _ - : - - - - - 101,000 00 
Savannah, Georgia, - - : - - ° - 26,936 74 
Fort Hawkins, Do. .. - . . ‘ ‘ = 64 09 
Fort Madison, Mississippi - - - - - . 332 02 
New Orleans, - - - - - - - 91,769 17 
$639,954 68 

Amount appropriated per act of 10th February, - - - $450,000 00 

Do. per act of 14th June, 1809, - - - 750,000 00 

$1,200,000 00 

Expended. - 639,954 68 





Balance of appropriations unexpended, : - - $560,045 32 
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11th Concress. } No. 90. [2d Session. 





20,000 VOLUNTEERS AND A DETACHMENT OF 100,000 MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, JANUARY 3, 1810. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The act authorizing a detachment of one hundred thousand men from the militia, will expire on the 30th of 
March next. Its early revival is recommended, in order that timely steps may be taken for arrangements, such as 
the act contemplated. | nena 

Without interfering with the modifications rendered necessary by the defects, or the inefficacy, of the laws restric- 
tive of commerce and navigation, or with the policy of disallowing to foreign armed vessels the use of our waters, it 
falls within my duty to recommend, also, that, in addition to the precautionary measure authorized by that act, and to 
the regular troops, for completing the legal establishment of which enlistments are renewed, every necessary provi- 
sion may be made for a volunteer force of twenty thousand men, to be enlisted for a short period, and held in a 
state of organization and readiness for actual service, at the shortest warning. 

I submit to the consideration of Congress, moreover, the expediency of such a classification and organization of 
the — as will best ensure prompt and successive aids, from tnat source, adequate to emergencies which may cal! 
for them. 

It will rest with them, also, to determine how far further provision may be expedient, for putting into actual 
service, if necessary, any part of the naval armament not now employed. 

Ata period presenting features in the conduct of foreign Powers towards the United States, which impose on 
them the necessity of precautionary measures involving expense, it is a happy consideration, that such is the solid 
state of the public credit, that reliance may be justly placed on any legal provision that may be made for resorting 


to it, ina convenient form, and to an adequate amount. 
JAMES MADISON. 
January 3, 1810. 





11th Conoress. ] No. 91. [2d_ Session. 





OFFICERS AND CADETS OF THE MILITARY ACADEMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 8, 1810. 
War Department, January 5, 1810. 


Sir: 
In obedience to a resolution of the Senate, of the 4th instant, I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a return 
of the Corps of Engineers and Cadets belonging to the Military Academy, 


And am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


The Preswent of the Senate of the United States. 


Return of the Corps of Engineers and Cadets belonging to the Military Academy. 


One Colonel, One Professor of French, 

One Lieutenant Colonel, One Professor of Drawing, 
Two Majors, Four Cadets of Engineers, 

Four Captains, Forty-three Cadets of Artillery, 
Four First Lieutenants, One Artificer, 

Four Second Lieutenants, Eighteen Privates.—Total, 84. 


W. EUSTIS. 


War DepartMent, January 5, 1810. 
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11th ConGress. ] No. 92. [2d Session. 





MILITARY FORCE AND [TS DISPOSITION IN 1810. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 1, 1810. 


War Department, January 30, 1810. 
SIR: 
In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 22 inst. I have the honor to transmit 

you the following returns, marked A, B, and C. oe 

A exhibits a ena return of the troops of the United States, composing the military peace establishment and 
the additional military force, specifying the particular force of each regiment and corps, taken from the latest re- 
turns received by the adjutant and inspector of the army, to the 28th of November, 1809; to which is subjoined the 
present disposition of the general and field officers. 

B. A return of the regular forces allotted for the defence of New Orleans, compemienting See of the military 
peace establishment on that station, and the additional military force ordered there on the 2d December, 1808. 

C. The disposition and effective strength of the additional military force ordered for the defence of New Or- 
leans, taken from the latest reports received at the office of the adjutant and inspector of the army; to which is sub- 
joined a list of resignations, dismissals, and deaths, of officers of the army, since the Ist of January, 1809. 

The additional force ordered for the defence of New Orleans, was detached from the several corps as they had 
been recruited, and arrived at that place between the tenth of March and 20th of April, 1809. Leaving a detach- 
ment in the city of New Orleans, this army moved and encamped at Terre au Boeuf, on the Mississippi, fifteen 
miles below New Orleans, on the eighth of June, where they remained until the month of September. In Septem- 
ber they embarked for Natchez, and in the month of October encamped near Washington, six miles in the rear of 
Natchez, at which place they hutted for the winter. 

It must have been expected, that the sickness and mortality incident to new troops in the summer and autumnal 
months, would be aggravated by their removal to a more southern climate. ‘The whole of this detachment has been 
affected with disease; and the number of deaths will be found eventually to exceed those stated in the returns. 

Since their removal to their present station, the latest advices state that they are convalescent. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


The Preswenrt of the United States. 
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C—Continued. 
Resignations of Officers since 1st January, 1809. 
NAMES. RANK. REGIMENT. DATE OF RESIGNATION. 
William A. Murray, - | Captain, - - | Artillerists, - | October 1, 1809. 
Joseph Kimball,  - - - | Ist Lieutenant, - Do -| August 1, “* 
George Peter, . - - | Captain, : a. Artillery, - | June a °* 
Joseph Chandler, - - - 0. - - Do Sept. j. © 
Daniel Gano, : - -| Do. - Do. : -| April 20, “ 
Samuel Watson, - - - | Ist Lieutenant, - Do. - - | Sept. = 
Samuel H. Holley, : -|}2d do - - Do. - -| January 1, 1810. 
Alexander F. Rose, - - | Captain, - - | Light Dragoons, -| Nov. 10, 1809. 
Clement Biddle, - - | Do. - - Do. - - | Sept. 30, * 
Isaac A. Coles, - - -| Do. - - Do. - - seamen y 18, 1810. 
John M. Barclay, - ~ - | Ist Lieutenant, - Do. - - 1, 1809. 
George Nichols,  - - - | 2d oo - : Do. : - july 4 * 
Jonas Munroe, - - -| Do. - Do. - - Sort 15, * 
Ferdinand Ludlow, - Do. - - Do. - -| Decem. 15, “™ 
John Read, - - -| Do. - - | Ist Infantry, - | January 31, “ 
John Brahan, : - - | Captain, - | 2d Infantry, - -| Do. 1, 1810. 
Benjamin 8S. Smoot, ~ | Ist iiienienant, - Do. - - | April 1, 1809. 
John Hacket, - - -| Do. - - Do. - -| January 31, “* 
Abner Pasteur, - - - | Captain, - - | 3d Infantry, - -| Do. 1, 1810. 
Charles C. McKenzie, - - | 2d Liseteuens, - Do. - - | October 15, 1809. 
Nicoll Fosdic, : : - | Ist do - - | 4th Infantry, -| Decem 1, * 
Samuel Haines, - - -| Do. - - Do. - -| June ua ©* 
Lewis Harrington, - - | 2d do. - - Do. - -| October 15, “ 
Timothy Gerrish, - - - | Ensign, - - Do. - - | Sept. ,- * 
Alexander Parker, - - | Colonel, - - | 5th Infantry, -| Decem. 31, “ 
Tully Robinson, - - - | Major, - - Do. - -| May a. * 
Roger A. Jones, - - - | Ist Lieutenant, - Do. - Sept. , * 
James Fonerdon, - -| Do. - - Do. . April = * 
Mordecai Griffith, - -| Do, - - Do. - -| July a 
Jeremiah Yancy, . - | Ensign, - - Do. - - | October 20, “ 
Ebenezer Cross, - - - | Captain, - - | 6th Infantry, - | June mm .* 
Thomas Davis, —- - -| Do. - - Do. - - | January 1, 1810. 
William Cock, - - -| Do. - - Do. - - | Decem. 31, 1809. 
William Pennell, - - -| Do. - - Do. - - | Sept. . © 
Abel Morse, - - - | 2d apatennat, - Do. - -| Nov. = © 
Jehn Gailland, = - - : - - Do. - -| Do. a * 
William Gamble, - : - usin, - - Do. -} April 30, * 
Asa Grimes, - - -| Do. - - Do. - -| May » = 
Edward Hord, = - - - Captain, - - | 7th Infantry, -| January 1, 1810. 
James Desha, - -| Do. - - Do -| Decem. 1, 1809. 
Duff Green, - - - | 2d Lieutenant, - Do. -| October 6, * 
Alexander Smith, - - -| Do. - - Do. - -| Nov. i, * 
John Hughes, . - - | Ensign, - - Do. - -| May . = 
William 8. Allen, - -| Do. - - Do. - - October a * 
Horace 8. White, - - | 2d Lieutenant, - | Riflemen, = - - uly 1, ss 
Joseph S. Pepper, - - - | Ensign, - - Do. - - | Unknown. 
Angus Langham, - - -| Do. - - Do. - - | April “um 
John Logan, - -| Do. - - Do. - -| October, 1, “ 
Edmund Foster, - - -| Do. : - Do. - -| July 1, * 
Enos Lewis, . - | Surgeon’s mate, - Do. - - | Sept , * 
Thomas H. Holland, : -| Do. - ~ | Peace Establishment, - | Do. . * 

















Dismissal of Officers, by sentence of General Courts Martial, since 1st January, 1809. 








REGIMENT. 








NAMES. RANK 
Robert McDougal, . ist Lieutenant, 
Isaiah Doane, Captain, 
David Byers, do. 


Alden G. Cushman, 
Alexander S. Walker, 
Matthew Cannan, . 


Captain, 
2d , 7 





Ist ~ “cad : 


- | 3d Infantry, 


’ 4th Infantry, 
Do. 
Do. 
Riflemen, 
Do. 





—> 


DATE OF DISMISSAL. 


August 7, 1809. 


June 12, “* 
Oct. 31, * 
July 3, * 
January 1, 1810, 
Do. , = 
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C—Continued. 
Deaths of Officers since 1st January, 1809. 























NAMES. RANK. REGIMENT. DATE OF DECEASE-| AT WHAT PLACE. 
Alpheus Roberts, 2d Lieutenant, . Light Artillery, August 27, 1809,] New Orleans. 
James I. Bowie, Ist Lieutenant, Light Dragoons, May 27, “ 0. 

Milton Haxton, Cornet, . Do. Dec. 29, * | Carlisle, Penn. 
William Lithgow, . Ensign, . ist Infantry, June 19, * | New Orleans. 
Francis Johnson, Captain, ; 2d Infantry, Feb. 17, * | Columbian 
John C. Carter, 2d Lieutenant, . Do. April 2 * (Spring. 
Edward Mason, Do. . 3d Infantry, June 19, * | New Orleans. 
Robert Watson, Ensign, . Do. Unknown. Point Coupée. 
John T. Bentley, Captain, 6th Infantry, Oct. 20, 1809,] New Orleans. 
James Chambers, ist Lieutenant, Do. Oct. 10, ‘* | New York. 
Lewis P. Ducros, . Ensign, . 7th Infantry, June 20, “ | Ncw Orleans. 
David Findley, Captain, , Riflemen, July 1, “ | Fort Adams, 
George Morrison, . ist Lieutenant, Do. May 21, “ M. T. 
William D. Jones, . Ensign, ‘ Do. . | August 22, ‘* | New Orleans. 
Samuel McKee. Surgeon’s mate, Peace Establishment, | Nov. 5. ** | Vincennes. 
John Biglow, Do. - | Unknown. 




















inspecror’s Orrice, Washington City, January .29, 1810. 


1ith Coneress. } 








ARMS 


SOLD TO THE 


No. 93. 


A. Y. NICOLL, 
Major Artillerists and Adjutant and Inspector of the Army. 


STATES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 20, 1810. 


Sir: 


[2d Session. 


War Deparrment, February 17, 1810. 


I have the honor to transmit to Congress an account of sales of public arms, as authorized by the act of the 
2d of April, 1808, entitled ** An act authorizing the sale of public arms,” 
And have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


Account of sales of p 
** An act aut 


W. EUSTIS. 


War Department, Accountant’s Orrice, February 16, 1810. 


ublic arms sold to individual States, as authorized by the act of the 2d of April, 1808, entitled 
orizing the sale of public arms,” as far as the same are entered on the socks of this office. : 


Sold to the State of Georgia, and charged to her account, on the books of this office, 31st May, 1808, 4,000 


stands, at ten dollars 





s : ae a gai > . - - $40,000 

Sold to the State of Maryland, the money for which has been paid into the treasury of the United States, . 
24th May, 1809, 4,000 stands, at ten dollars, - - - : m - 40,000 
$80,000 


the following articles, viz: 


160 arm chests and expenses packing arms, 








WM. SIMMONS. 
Norte. There has also been sold, and charged to the account of the State of Georgia, on the books of this office, 





’ " . . . - - $283 70 
4,000 cartouch boxes and expenses packing, - - - ° . - 6,049 00 
$6,332 70 
W. S. 
11th Concress. } No. 94. {2d Session. 


ARMORY AND ARSENAL AT SPRINGFIELD. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 28TH OF FEBRUARY, 1810, 


War Department, February 27, 1810. 


In obedience to a resolution of the honorable the House of Representatives, of the 25th January, the Secretary of 
War has the honor to report: 


That the public armory and arsenal, at Springfield, in the State of Massachusetts, have been recently inspected, 


by an officer selected for that duty, who was directed to make strict and particular examination into the quality of 
the muskets manufactured at that place. 
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From the report of this officer, on whose judgment and fidelity reliance is placed, it appears that, in the early 
stages of that manufactory, muskets of an inferior quality were made; that improvements have been gradually mak- 
ing; and that those manufactured within the last year are of superior quality. 

~ From the statement made by this officer, and from an inspection made by himself, in the summer past, the Se- 
cretary of War is of opinion, that the muskets manufactured at this time are of good quality, and that the public 
works at Springfield are well conducted. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
W. EUSTIS. 


The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





ilth Concnress. } No. 95. [2d Session. 





THE MILITIA. 


° . COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 6, 1810. 
Mr. Surrn, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the message of the President as relates to an 
effectual organization of the militia of the United States, reported: 


That, in considering the subject submitted to them, impediments of various and insuperable kinds presented 
themselves to view. The constitution of the United States gives to Congress only a qualified agency on the subject 
of the militia, and authorizes them only “ to provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for go- 
verning such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United States; reserving to the States, respec- 
tively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia, according to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress.” As, under this provision, no authority is delegated to Congress to regulate fines for non-attendance, 
nor to fix the days for training, the only efficient means seem to be wanting to give force and skill to this establish- 
ment. Ihe aw of 1792 already provides for organizing and disciplining the militia; and a subsequent act makes 
provision for arming them. All, therefore, within the power of Congress, seems to have been already done, unless 
it should ve deemed expedient to make a new organization, by a classification which shall constitute a select and 
a reserve iilftia. Lapras: 

The prejudices against such a mode of organization in many parts of the Union, and the difficulties to be sur- 
mounted, at a moment like the present, have deterred the committee from submitting such a project. 

If the States are anxious for an effective militia, to them belong the power, and to them too belong the means of 
rendering the militia truly our bulwark in war, and our safeguard in peace; and as the committee are willing to hope 
that the States will not be unmindful of the great duty of providing for the national safety by a well ordered and 
effective militia, and as the committee are unwilling to derive any powers to Congress, not expressly given by the 
constitution, nor necessarily incident to the powers delegated, they submit the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That the committee be discharged from further consideration of this subject. 
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DEFECTS IN THE QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 12, 1810. 


War Department, January 1st, 1810. 


Sir: ;, 
The inconveniences and embarrassments to the service, together with the neglect and loss of property, arising 
from the irregular and unprecedented manner in which the Quartermaster’s Department is conducted, render it my 
duty to suggest the propriety of some further legal provision on the subject. ‘The defects of the present system 
originate in the laws. By the law fixing the military peace establishment, provision is made for the appointment of 
three Military Agents, and as many Assistant Military Agents, not exceeding one to each military post, as the Pre- 
sident shall j he. expedient. ‘The law authorizing an additional military force, provides for two ade and eight 
Regimental Quartermasters. ‘The Military Agents and Assistant Military Agents are appointed by the President. 
The Brigade Quartermasters by the Brigadiers, and the Regimental Quartermasters by the Colonels of regiments. 

The result of this organization is, that the Assistant Military Agents, who ought to account for, and make returns 
to, the Military Agents, of all property delivered to them, are not held by a proper responsibility, the Military 
Agents having no power or influence in their appointment, nor authority to call them to account for mal-practices 
or neglect of duty. ‘The Brigade and Regimental Quartermasters are as little under their control. 

It will also be perceived that no provision is made for the appointment of an officer whose duty it should be to 
have charge of, and be responsible for, the ppenerty appertaining to that department, to regulate and superintend the 
distribution of all supplies, and to whom all subordinate officers should be accountable. 

In want of such an officer, the Secretary of War has been obliged to perform the duties of Quartermaster Gene- 
ral. Under the military peace establishment, those duties were laborious. Since raising the additional military 
force, they have necessarily increased, until it is suggested by experience that, if they were compatible with other 
duties required of him, the Secretary of War cannot continue to discharge them, either satisfactorily to himself, or 
with justice to the public. 

It is, therefore, respectfully suggested, that the President be authorized by law to appoint a Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, with rank in the army not exceeding the rank of ————, with pay and emoluments not exceeding those 


of —EE 
An Assistant Spesteemaniee General, to be taken from the line of Captains, whose compensation shall not exceed 
1 


one half his monthly pay and emoluments. 

As many Deputy Quartermasters General, not exceeding four, as the service may require. 

If taken from the line, their compensation not to exceed one h 
the line, not to exceed the present compensation of the Military Agents. 

As many Assistant Deputy Quartermasters, not exceeding one to each military post, as the service may require, 
to be taken from the line, and allowed eight dollars per month, (as provided by law for the present Assistant Military 


Agents. ) 











alf their monthly pay and emoluments; if not of 
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Under this arrangement the Deputy Quartermasters General would perform the duties at present performed by 
the Military Agents: the Assistant Deputy Quartermasters, those performed by the Assistant Military Agents. 
Their compensation being the same, the additional expense to be incurred will consist principally in the pay and 
emoluments of the Quartermaster General, with the incidental expenses of his office, pod in one additional Deputy 
Quartermaster General, if the service should require his appointment. 

In time of peace, the proposed system being less complicated, and possessing a more regular and rigid accounta- 
bility, would be far less expensive in its consequences: at the same time that it would instruct the officers in a branch 
of service acknowledged by military men to be of the first importance. 

To meet a state of war without such an establishment, which has been justly denominated the right hand of an 
army, would be to disregard the practice and experience of our own and every other nation, and expose to hazard 


and defeat every military operation. 
With respectful consideration, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


The Hon. W. B. Gutes, Chairman. 
CommitTree Cuamper, January 13, 1810. 


Sir: 

In obedience to the instructions of the committee of the Senate, to whom was referred the message of the Pre- 
sident of the United States of the 3d instant, I now have the honor of requesting you to submit a plan to the com- 
mittee for establishing a General Staff, or Quartermaster’s Department, for the Army of the United States. I am 
also instructed to intimate to you, sir, that it would be agreeable to the committee to have the plan as much in detail 
as your convenience will permit. } 

I have it also in charge from the committee, to ask of you a statement of military munitions, which may be 
required by the present exigencies of the country; together with an estimate of the sum of money which may be 
necessary for providing the same. ; f : 

Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my high consideration, &c. 


WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 
The Honorable Wii11am Eustis, Secretary of War. 


WasuinctTon, January 15, 1810. 


Sir: 

Your favor of the Ist instant, respecting the establishment of a Quartermaster’s Department for the Army of 
the United States, addressed to me, as chairman of a committee of the Senate, &c. was not put into my hands until 
late last evening. ‘ 

It is probable, if it had been sooner received, a part of my letter of the 13th instant, addressed to you in relation 


to that subject, might have been deemed unnecessary by the committee. 
Be pleased, sir, to accept my respectful compliments, &c. 
WM. B. GILES. 
The Honorable Witi1aM Eustis. 


Wark Department, January 15, 1810. 


Sir: 

I take the liberty of submitting for perusal and consideration, the enclosed extracts from the letters of Mr. 
Wiliiam Linnard, (a faithful and indefatigable Military Agent) which letters were accompanied with the names of 
several Assistant Military Agents to whom he had made disbursements, and from whom he had not been able to 


procure satisfactory statements and settlements. ; : ‘ id! 
They are among the evidences daily occurring which evince the necessity of a reformation in the Quartermaster’s 


Department. ; ; ; 
With respectful consideration, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


Hon. W. B. Sites, Chairman Committee of the Senate. 


Extract of a letter from William Linnard, Military Agent, dated 
Puitapetpnia, September 15h, 1809. 


** With respect to instructing the assistant agents to forward requisitions and other evidence, to show on what 
authority expenditures have been made, I beg leave to observe, that, whenever I have had occasion to write to a newly 
appointed agent, I have never failed to inform him that such documents were indispensably necessary to accompany 
their vouchers; and although I have been very particular in those instructions, little or no regard has been paid to them 3 
and, in fact, in some instances, where the commanding officer was assistant agent, they have ridiculed the idea as ex- 
tremely absurd to make requisitions on themselves. I do believe it to be impracticable to obtain those documents in every 
instance, unless the assistant agents were more stationary, and the principals clothed with more authority than they 

I shall, however, not lose sight of the object, but continue touse my endeavors to obtain them; and, if 


ssess. 
P fail, it ought not to add to my duties, already too much multiplied.” 


Extract of a letter from William Linnard, Military Agent, dated 
Puiave.puia, December 7th, 1809. 


**On receipt of your instructions relative to the accounts, I wrote circular letters to all the assistant agents, 
and in order to enforce your injunctions, and that I might not be misunderstood, I enclosed copies of your instructions 
tome. ‘To press the necessity of a particular attention to the vouchers, I introduced the following quotation from 
your letter: * That, ia all their disbursements, the authority of the commanding officer should accompany the voucher, 


particularly stating the object of the expenditure.” Some of the assistant agents and officers have strangely con- 
strued those expressions to require the authority the commanding officer had to make the — and instead of 
writing to me for an explanation, they have delayed their accounts until the commanding officer could write to the 


Secretary of War for his authority, or an explanation.” 


Wasuincton City, November 29th, 1809. 

On the eve of leaving the army, (unless a prospect of active service should forbid it) permit me to address 

you on the important necessity of the Quartermaster’s Department being restored, if it was only on the ground of 

economy: for, to that department, belongs the care of all stores belonging to the —z- By the derangement of that 

department, were strict inquiry made, it would be found that more than 100,000 dollars have been lost, in the course 

of a few years, by the abolition of the Quartermaster’s Department, and the introduction of a — of military 

agency. Instances may be found of characters being employed as agents, perfectly ignorant of military affairs, and 
the font duties imposed on them, and at times unsupplied with the means necessary of performance. 

he Quartermaster General of an army is an officer of great importance, and should be of high rank, active, 

persevering, and experienced, perfectly acquainted with the geographical situation and advantages of the country in 
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which an army is to act, so as always to draw his supplies at the least possible injury and expense. He is primarily 
charged with all the articles belonging to his department; on him requisitions are to be made by the division quarter- 
masters for such stores as may be required for their divisions; which stores are to be issued on the returns of the 
brigade quartermasters, and so to the regimental quartermasters, who are to make and deliver returns of all stores 
jelenie and delivered once in three months, to the brigade quartermasters, who wili consolidate and transmit them 
to the division quartermasters, who, in like manner, are to consolidate and transmit them to the Quartermaster 
General, who will transmit them to the Secretary of War. Pursuing this principle it can always be ascertained in 
what division, brigade, or regiment, there may be delinquency. : ; 

You will please excuse the liberty I have taken in addressing you on a subject of great importance to the army, 
either on a peace or war establishment. The importance of this subject will perhaps be more 1 impressed =o 
application to military gentlemen who have experienced the inadequacy of the present system to the general welfare 
of our country. ‘ ' 

Accept the assurances of my perfect esteem. 
A. PARKER, Col. 5th Infantry. 


War Department, January 20, 1810. 
Sir: 
In answer to your letter of the 13th instant, requesting ** a statement of military munitions which may be re- 
uired by the present exigencies of the country, with an estimate of the sums which may be necessary for providing 
the same,” I must ask the indulgence of the tase tm committee in stating to them, that, as the sums already ap- 
propriated by law, for completing the fortifications for the defence of the ports and harbors, which had been com- 
menced or projected, were ¢ eemed sufficient for the object, no further appropriation on account of fortifications was 
proposed in the estimate for the present year. But, in case of war, additional works will be required. ‘Their situa- 
tion, nature, and extent, depending on the emergencies which may require them, cannot be ascertained. In many 
instances, they will probably be of a temporary nature, and constructed principally by the troops. ; 

The island of Rhode Island, from the peculiarity of its local situation, bordering on the ocean, accessible at all 
seasons of the year, affording a safe and commodious harbor, fertile in itself, commanding other islands, well stocked 
with provisions, and as a central station from which to harass the trade of the continent, offers to an enemy advan- 
tages not combined in any other port, and requires additional means of defence. ; 

To meet the expenditures required at this and other places, it is therefore respectfully suggested that the sum of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars be appropriated on account of fortifications. 

For supplying the several works with additional cannon, ammunition, and implements; for mounting on travel- 
ling carriages, with proper equipments, a train of heavy ordnance, for the defence of such points or places as are not 
protected by batteries; to mount and equip a train of field artillery; to provide arsenals for the deposite of small arms 
and artillery, with laboratories for preparing ammunition; and for procuring additional — of sulphur and salt- 
petre and other articles in the ordnance department, the sum of five hundred thousand dollars will be required. 

The purchase of knapsacks, cartridge boxes, scabbards, belts, and other equipments for infantry and cavalry, of 
tents and other articles in the Quartermaster’s department, with suitable store houses for their preservation, may be 
estimated at four hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The munitions embraced in the foregoing estimates are considered as preparatory, requiring time to provide them, 
and admitting of such extension and additions as exigencies may require. 

For future supplies of cannon, with their implements, of small arms and accoutrements, and of clothing, if suita- 
ble encouragement was given, great reliance may be placed on the public and private armories, and on the foun- 
dries and manufactories already in operation, the crude materials being the growth and produce of our own country. 

Should the public exigencies render it necessary to call into actual service an additional military force, provision 
should be made in season for furnishing each non-commissioned officer and private with clothing for one year. 


I have the honor to be,-with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


W. EUSTIS. 
The Hon. W. B. Gites, Chairman. 


‘ War Department, February 4, 1810. 
IR: 

The precarious state of foreign commerce, together with other considerations equally important, renders it ex- 
tremely desirable that provision should be-made for clothing the army of the United States from our own manufac- 
tures. 

On the contracts for provisions made annually by this Department,and on other contracts requiring a large capital, 
it has been customary to make advances of money in order to enable the contractors to fulfil their engagements. 

Au extension of this practice to supplies of clothing would enable the purveyor to publish pro sals and make his 
contracts in the same manner as the provision contracts are made. From the encouragement which would thus be 
given to the several manufactories, a spirit of competition would be excited, improvements would be made in the 
works and in the several fabrics, and there can befno doubt that ample a would be offered, on terms equally 
advantageous with those attending imported cloths, while the necessity of having recourse to importations in future 
would be finally removed. 

In order to ensure success to this desirable object, it will be necessary that the appropriation for clothing should 
be made in the year preceding that in which the clothing is to be delivered. 

I have thought the subject of sufficient importance to be communicated to the honorable committee of which you 
are chairman, 

And am, with respectful consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 


W. EUSTIS. 
Hon. W. B. Gites, Chairman. 
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THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, MARCH 21, 1810, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


I lay before Congress a return of the militia of the United States, as received by the Department of War 
from the several States and territories. 
JAMES MADISON. 


March 20, 1810. 
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THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 29, 1810. 


Mr. Cray, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the message of the President as relates to the 
organization of the militia of the United States, reported **’That the committee, in considering the several sub- 
jects to them referred, are of opinion, that it would be improper, at this time, to innovate on the present system 
of organization of the militia of the United States.” 


Wasuinoron, December 18th, 1809. 


Sir: 

The organization of the militia of the United States has long been deemed a subject of primary importance 
by those who have been conversant with public affairs. Various systems have been proposed and rejected, and, 
indeed, it is not an easy matter to make any regulation which shall be adapted to the laws and the habits of the dif- 
ferent States. Being a member of the committee to whom was referred that part of the President’s message 
which relates to the organization of the militia of the United States, | take the liberty to inquire of you, what are 
the prominent defects of the present system. ‘The act of Congress under which the militia are formed, was passed 
on the 8th of May, 1792, and must be perfectly familiar to you. By conversing with gentlemen from different parts 
of the United States, I find that all the Governors have not given that law the same construction: for instance, in 
the formation of corps of horse, artillery, light infantry, and grenadiers, in some States, the Executive authority has 
supposed that the act of Congress aforesaid, authorized the formation only of troops and companies; while in other 
States, regiments and even brigades are formed, and the officers have been duly commissioned. 

A question hence arises, whether the orders of such general and field officers would be obeyed by officers from 
those States where no such system had obtained, if they should be called into service together. What has been the 
practice in this respect in your State? How are your dragoon and artillery corps formed; whether into troops and 
companies only, or into regiments and brigades, and if into the latter, under the sanction of what law? 

Would it not be advisable, for the sake of uniformity, either to authorize by law the formation of regiments, 
especially of dragoons, or else to reduce the regiments now formed and attach one troop to each regiment or brigade 
of infantry. 

In mre States it has become a practice to obtain commissions, and resign them immediately, only for the sake 
of being exempt from militia duty. What inconvenience would result from limiting the shortest period of service 
to a commissioned officer, (extraordinary cases excepted) and if he should resign before the expiration of that period, 
to be liable to be called into the ranks? This is now the case in some States. 

What are the objections to embodying a corps, to be composed of all such able bodied men as have reached the 
age of 45, and under 60, and who are exempt from military duty, on/y by age, under the present law, to be 
called the alarm list, and never liable to march out of the State, nor to perform military duty or parade; but to be 
—— once a year to appear on parade armed, and, in case of invasion, or insurrection, to march with the other 
militia: 

It has been a favorite theme with the Southern members, to class the militia so as that the burthen of active duty, 
if needed, should fall on that portion of our citizens who are between twenty-one and twenty-five years of age. ‘The 
Northern members have pretty uniformly opposed such an innovation upon our system. What objections tosuch a 
measure have occurred to your mind? 

Would it be advisable tor the General Government to attempt to arm the militia? and if so, in what mode? whether 
by giving them the arms, or to apportion them to the States, to be preserved in magazines against time of need? 

Ts there any thing, in the present mode of discipline, which needs the interference of the General Government? 
Would it be advisable to call out any portion of the militia yearly, to take the field? and if so, on what principles 
should such a system be adopted? 

These, sir, are some of the prominent points on which, perhaps, some amendments may be made to our present 
militia system. Other improvements may pope have occurred to your mind, Any reflections which you 
may please to bestow upon this subject, and any amendments which you may propose to our present system, if com- 
municated to me, shall be submitted to the committee who now have this subject under consideration. 

This letter will be enclosed to Governor Treadwell, that he may make any remarks, or communicate such in- 


structions to you, as he may deem necessary. : 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
BENJ. TALLMADGE. 


General E. Huntineton. 
Norwicn, 5th January, 1810. 


Dear Sir: 

In answering your letter of the 18th ultimo, which came to hand on the 29th, I find a task which, on 
opening and reading, I did not anticipate; but if, in the course of it, I shall give you one new idea worth preserving, 
I shall be more than satisfied. me . ; 

The subject matter has frequently presented itse!f to my mind as attended with serious difficulty, as well as of 
great national importance; but, owing to the diversity of habits which are to be included, and probably in many re- 
spects, subdued, by a militia system pervading the United States, (without any knowledge of the respective State 
systems to which the men have been accustomed) I feel myself inadequate to form a plan which would be accept- 
able. Indeed I frankly own I have never seen any system peo, in which I had confidence, nor do I believe 
any system, commensurate to the object, will ever be adopted by the Government, or, if adopted, be submitted to by 
the sovereign people. A man possessing so little confidence in militia to oppose regular troops, except for the mo- 
ment, and on the spur of the occasion, and who absolutely knows, so fully as I do, the enormous waste and expense 
attending their every movement, is not capable of affording much aid in the completion of a militia system. Too 
much has already been done with the militia, if they are not to be a substitute for standing troops, and too little will 
always be done if they are made a substitute. The song which has been incessantly sung, ever since the consti‘u- 
tution was adopted, that the militia are the sure bulwark of our nation, the safe-guardians of our liberties, is now 
in the mouth of every one, and he who doubts the truth of it is deemed a political infidel; yet, with all the odium 
attached, I acknowledge myself no convert to such doctrine. Let the Government proceed to regulate the militia 
to the utmost length their masters, the sovereign people, will bear—it will be just so far as to make them food for 
powder in the day of battle; and death, or what is worse, loss of honor, must be expected by every officer of spirit 
connected with them. General Knox’s system (a copy of which he was pleased to send me) is the only system which 

have seen, that can be considered as possessing any efficiency. ; 

_ That system was rejected by the Government as being tov expensive; it was approaching the mark, but, in my 
opinion, short, and not altogether correct in detail. Less energy than what that system contained is.a downright fraud 
on the public mind. You observe that all the Governors have not given the act of Congress of 1792 the same construc- 
tion in the formation of cavalry, &c. I reply that the act of 1792 was laid before the Legislature of this State, 
and a law passed to carry the same into effect, but some things to be effected, which the Legislature could not con- 
veniently do, were submitted to his Excellency Governor Huntington, the then chief magistrate, to execute: among 
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those referred, was the arrangement of the cavalry, which then consisted, if I recollect, of twenty-nine compames 
or troops, unequally divided into five or six regiments, one regiment containing seven companies. His Excel- 
lency the Governor, knowing that some of the troops had been raised under the immediate patronage of particular 
officers, and whose limits were not recorded in the office of the Secretary of State, though the officers had been com- 
missioned, and the companies recognised by the Government, deemed it expedient to call to his counsel the general 
officers throughout the State; and when met, it was discovered that an uniformity of opinion did not prevail re- 
Specting retaining the cavalry in regiments. A majority of the gentlemen, however, considering the privileges which 
had been granted in raising the companies of cavalry, with the custom and usage of being regimented, brought the 
corps within the letter and spirit of the 3d section, and of the last clause of the 10th section of the law of 1792, and 
recommended that the cavalry should be formed into eight regiments, one of which to be attached to each brigade, 
and that his Excellency the Governor be requested to grant permission to raise three more companies to complete 
the eight regiments to four troops each. (The above detailed account I believe correct; I give it from recollection, 
and it ts possible that, in some respects, my recollection may not have served me.) His Excellency, in confor- 
mity to such advice, did alter and new form the limits of the regiments of cavalry, did raise three more companies, 
and completed the eight regiments, and assigned them to the respective brigades of infantry. I cannot conceive 
that any collision can possibly arise respecting rank in any one State, among the cavalry officers; for the commis- 
sions issuing from the same source are of equal validity in the ,eyes of the officers; but it is possible, if the before 
mentioned exposition of the law is not correct, that collisions may arise when portions of militia from different 
States are called into the field together. ‘The power of forming artillery companies is, by law, placed under the 
direction of the Captain General of this State; such companies as were in existence at the time of passing the act of 
1792, with such as have been since raised, have been attached to the regiments of infantry from whence they enlisted. 

Whether it is advisable to have the cavalry in regiments, or only in companies attached to infantry regiments, 
or what relative proportion is best, [ cannot determine. ‘The number of cavalry which might be employed to advan- 
tage in the Southern or Middle States, would, in a great degree, be useless in the New England States. For a sud- 
den irruption into an enemy’s country, or in a retreat, cavalry have a decided superiority over infantry, and if you 
could have them diciplined aud instructed in the duties of an artillerist, they would become highly usetul to operate 
with the artillery; but, under any general law for the government of the militia, I cannot persuade myself that they 
could be useful but in small numbers to clear a tract of country before an invading foe. 

In an army where you can provide magazines, you can have large bodies of cavalry, but, in case of invasion, 
infantry, principally, are more to be relied on than large bodies of cavalry—they cannot be supported. I think 
the officers, commanding in the higher grades in the cavalry, require experience, and ¢hat experience which can be ob- 
tained only by serving with cavalry. Although you may frequently find an officer in the infantry, who would com- 
mand a body of cavalry with honor to himself, still I believe that you must have your field officers used to, and fa- 
miliar with, the cavalry discipline, which is not expected from an infantry officer. In this place, I would suggest, 
that the enormous expense of cavalry ought to have its influence to lessen its number. I am decidedly of opinion, 
that one company of cavalry to a brigade of infantry is a large proportion. If the number of cavalry were dimi- 
nished to one company to a brigade of infantry, you might, with propriety, expect your men better mounted and 
equipped, and, in tact, be more efficient than a larger number. You might require the men to be of a certain size, 
of a certain age, and hold themselves owners of the horses, which horses should be inspected, accepted, and regis- 
tered, and not borrowed, on a muster day, as, at present, is very common. ‘The men might be enlisted under an 
express condition that they should always hold themselves liable to march, completely equipped and mounted, on 
the earliest notice. You well know that a great proportion of the horses used at present in our cavalry corps are 
totally unfit for field service. 

You mention that, in some States, it is not unfrequent to accept commissions, and then resign, merely accepting 
the appointment to avoid service. The observation applies to every State, | presume, in a greater or less degree, and 
must always be expected, where the profession of arms is so little encouraged as in the United States, and where 
the honor of serving his country is held in so cheap estimation. _ 

The length of time which an officer ought to serve, to entitle him to an honorable discharge, is difficult to ascertain: 
but [ think if an officer was obliged to do duty in the ranks, who should not serve four years in the commission or 
grade from which he wished a discharge, it would be the mean of bringing forward a class of men, better calculated 
to do the public justice, than permitting so easy an evasion of military duty; perhaps, if above —— years of age, 
and under years of age, he might have his election, whether to pay an annual sum to the regimental purse, ra- 
ther than be subjected to do duty in the ranks, would be desirable. Ought not the act of Congress to define exempts 
from military duty, and the States be permitted to add none to that number, except the persons exempted be liable 
to an annual composition in money, to be paid into the military chest, for supplying the regiment with blank car- 
tridges, colors, drums, fifes, &c., and for any use to which an expense now arises to the regiment. 

The experience which this State had of alarm list companies, as they were called, during the revolutionary war, 
which were composed of those exempt from military duty in the common militia companies, and, I think, under se- 
venty years of age, has induced me to reject the idea of such men being embodied as soldiers; they may be useful 
as men, with their families, and some few of them may be employed about an army, but as so/diers they are not 
worth their rations. The sparsely settled state of our country, even in Connecticut, throws obstacles in the way of 
classing the militia, which have much weight in my mind; a great part of this State spreads the limits of a military 
company over an extended district of nearly nine miles in circumference, to obtain sixty-four, liable by law to do mi- 
litary duty, and many of the companies embrace a district of double that extent; which company, if brought into 
classes, would live so remote from a common centre, that the duties on ordinary trainings would be an unreasonable 
tax on the men, as a large proportion of those liable to do duty are of that class who neither own horses, nor are able 
to hire on such occasions. ‘To avoid that inconvenience you must have small companies, and the whole eorth of the 
company would be inadequate to furnish officers and non-commissioned officers. If ever classing of the militia should 
be thought essential, or a substitute must be found, I should prefer that every battalion should be obliged to have its 
flank company kept full, and that the flank companies, the artillery companies, and the cavalry, should have some 
incitements from the public treasury, to be in complete readiness on any and every emergency, and shuuld be called 
for in the first instance, and without any previous notice, leaving to the Adjutants General to detail from the militia 
such a number of field and staff officers as to completely officer them, which detailed field and staff should be con- 
sidered under requisitions for a certain length of time, and, if not called into the field in twelve months, then other 
officers to be detailed for the same duty ‘and relieve them; and, if called into the field, to be relieved, on returning, 
after the tour of duty was performed. Such a corps, as abovementioned, would be more efficient than double their 
numbers, detached in the usual manner; it would take from this State about six thousand men, officers included, 
which is nearly our proportion of two hundred thousand men from the United States, making the last detail by the 
Secretary of War our guide. In respect to arming the militia by the General Government, I cannot believe it ex- 
pedient in any point of view. If the public should be willing to place their arms in the hands of the soldiery, they 
would, under every care which would be taken, be nearly rendered useless in a very short period. If they should 
be placed under the care of the officers, they would soon be destroyed with rust, without a regular armorer to take 
care of them; if they should be put into the hands of the men on their responsibility, they would be sold by them in 
many instances, and leoned, and used for gunning in others, and, I have no doubt might be considered a total loss in 
five years; besides, if the public were to furnish arms for the militia, the arms, now in our country, and many of 
them very fine pieces, would be totally neglected, which are now kept in some ,kind of order by the owners, while 
they are impressed with the necessity of taking care of their property, and that, possibly, they may be called to 
take the field, and hazard their lives on the goodness of their arms. i should consider a magazine in each State, 
supplied with field pieces, arms, ammunition, and all the equipments necessary for a thousand men, and under the 
care of a suitable man paid for the purpose, more to be relied on than a supply for three thousand, dealt out to the 
men, or placed under the care of militia officers, at the close of every training day. If our liberties are worth pre- 
serving, and we will not pay enlisted troops to preserve them, we must be willing to pay a little out of the common 
stock, to support a system which is reiied on as a substitute. I have no confidence in the mode of detaching the 
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militia, as heretofore practised by our Government; I presume it has been calculated for its effect abroad, but you 
may rest assured its effects have been confined to ourselves—we have been imposed on—we have relied on the militia; 
without this detachment we should have considered ourselves neglected, but I firmly believe our country hath ob- 
tained, by the different detachments, nothing but the expense. You cannot find an European officer, and but few 
American officers, who hold the militia in much estimation; they do not respect them, only as they hold an enemy in 
bay tor a moment, until other troops may be called in. 

It is our parsimony which makes us too highly estimate militia; if the militia were more expensive than enlisted 
troops, there is not an American but would reprobate the idea. Having remarked on each of the points mentioned 
= your letter, I shall take the liberty to remark on the act of 1792, the consideration of which gave rise to your 

etter. 

The first section, which respects enrolling the inhabitants, I wish to see altered in such a manner as to embrace 
all above the age of sixteen and under forty years of age. ‘The experience I had, in the year 1777, of the exertions 
of our light infantry company, which was composed generally of lads under eighteen, and some under sixteen, sa- 
tisfied me fully that, for nearly all and every service, the lads at sixteen were as much to be relied on as_ those 
above that age. On the approach of action they were always in spirits, calculating on the honor they should ac- 
quire. 1 had rather risk m reputation on the exertions by the class of young men, from sixteen to twenty, than on 
all those above that age. ‘The young court danger from motives of honor and love of country combined; the elder 
class, on the approach of danger, are ruminating on their wives and children; the bodily strength of those of six- 
teen is equal to all the duties ordinarily required to be performed by the militias they will be more ambitious in their 
acquiring the use of arms, and laying the foundation for promotion, which those with families, and more advanced 
in life, hold in much less estimation. In our Northern States, our military days of parade are generally considered 
holidays, and the class of citizens from sixteen to eighteen, are always found about the parade, and their amusements 
as laborious as the duties of a soldier, and frequently more injurious to their health and morals. By embodying all 
= bodied from sixteen to eighteen, will, in this State, I presume, add one-fifth, if not one third, to the number of 
militia. 

I think the notice of six months to be equipped ought to be given, before the person arrives at the age of sixteen, 
so as to be obliged to do duty at that time; and I humbly conceive, that, if the law required no notice to be given by 
the officer enrolling, it would not be a hardship: for it is universally known by the boys among us_ when they are to 
be enrolled for duty. I am not very tenacious of that part of the law which requires the men to furnish themselves, 
and carry their ammunition to the field; if, on an emergency, they could receive ammunition from some common 
stock, more reliance could be placed on their being properly furnished, than in the present mode. I think no ex- 
emptions ought to be made from militia duty, but by act of Congress, and that such list of exemptions ought not to 
embrace so large a class of citizens as at present. By so many exemptions, the militia duty is rendered less popu- 
lar, and the exempts are frequently those very characters who would make the best officers. Every man whose 
public duty will permit him to do military duty, and is under forty years of age, I could wish to see become a citi- 
zen soldier, whilst the defence of our country is entrusted to the militia. If you will consent to embody those ci- 
tizens from sixteen to eighteen, I firmly believe you may enlarge your companies to one hundred, without extending 
their limits, and I can see no inconvenience resulting from such an enlargement; it will excite more emulation 
among the officers. I think brigade majors should uniformly be taken from the live of Captains, and should have 
no additional rank thereby; all other staff officers, for the brigades or regiments, should be taken from the commis- 
sioned officers; indeed, 1 would allow no staff officer, except aides-de-camp, and the adjutant and quartermaster 
general, and their staff and hospital officers, to be taken from those not liable to military duty, and I would restrain 
the appointment of surgeons and surgeons’ mates to regular bred licensed physicians and surgeons, and to those above 
—— years of age. It is highly exceptionable, in my view, to have such appointments made from favoritism; I have 
known some appointments to those important offices, made from boys under eighteen years of age, whom I would 
not have entrusted to open a vein, or extract a tooth. It is worse than murder to ae and depend on such crea- 
tures to attend the sick and wounded defenders of their country, when called to the field. 

Instead of the uniform in any instance to be regulated by the brigadiers, as in the third section, I would have it 
established by Congress, that, when the militia of the different States are called to perform service together, they 
may be in uniform. 

If the uniform should be established by Congress, to take place at a short future period, I have no doubt the troops 
would be completely clad in the course of two years, if not in one, and, having one fixed uniform, would be attend- 
ed with economy. The State and regimental colors, mentioned in the fifth section, [ would have provided from 
the funds of the regiment, into which, as a fund, I would have paid all fines collected for absence on days of muster 
or review, and the sums paid for exemptions from military duty before suggested, and all other fines; and I think, 
whenever a regiment is under arms, the Colonel or commanding officer should possess power to inflict fines on 
those who absent themseives, after the muster has commenced, or for improper conduct, to the amount of —— dol- 
lars. Confinement on such a day is not a pleasant mode to be adopted, with some of those liable to do duty, whuse 
feelings are not alive to such punishment, but would feel the effects of a fines; it should be left optional with the 
commandant to fine, confine, or both. ‘To the duties of an adjutant general in each State, I would annex the duties 
of inspector general, and make it his duty personally to inspect the troops, (taking to his aid, whilst inspecting 
each brigade,'the brigade majors of such brigades respectively.) He ought to examine every article, required by law 
tobe part of the equipment, the ability of the horses belonging to the cavalry, andjoccasionally to exercise the troops 
if he deems it expedient and necessary. ‘To this officer, from whom [ would require so much duty, I would have 
annexed a compensation, sufficient to call into such service suitable persons to perform the duty. I do not hazard 
any thing, in my opinion, when I say, that more can and will be effected by such an officer, to make your militia ef- 
ficient, and be constantly in readiness for service. than from any other cause whatever. No provision is made by 
the law of 1792 for furnishing field artillery; I ask you whether it is the duty of the State to furnish pieces for their 
militia, when called out of the State? and whose duty it is to furnish horses to drag the artillery, when detached, 
and to find ammunition, &c.? and whether the respective States would permit their brass pieces to be removed out 
of the State, without, or with, a provision for payment in case of losses? ‘This subject may be worth consideration, 
and, if the pieces are damaged, whose duty is it to repair them? I think whenever a fine is placed on a man by a 
military tribunal, having cognizance of the crime, it should not be within another tribanal to re-examine and re- 
view; many of our officers neglect laying fines, more through fear of a law suit, than from a willingness to neglect 
their duty. I would have all fines, laid by the company officers, reported to the field officers, who should compose a 
court, to review and judge of the propriety of collection, or remitting, and their judgment should not be reviewed 
or reversed by any civil court. If a man, by his age, is liable to be enrolled in the first instance, (until he arrives 
at the age of exemption) he shall have no other tribunal, before whom he may bring his claim, but the board of field 
officers. If Congress should leave to the respective States to make exemptions, they ought to provide that the per- 
son who had been dismissed, or exempted from militia duty in his native State, or place of residence, for services 
which he had performed as an officer in the line or staff, should not be liable to be enrolled in another State, to 
which he may remove, provided he producés evidence of his former service and exemptions. A person who may 
have served as a staff officer in Connecticut, is, by the law of New York, liable to do duty in the ranks, if he moves 
into that State, which ought not to be the case. Courtesy dictates otherwise. ; 

The manner of appointing officers to take command of the militia in this State, and, perhaps, in many other 
States, is a subject which I doubt whether the United States would think expédient to meddle with. It is one of 
those points respecting which advocates may be found for’and against regulating the same; but, ifit should be thought 
within the constitution, and expedient to meddle with the subject, a question will arise, whether the appointment of 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers to companies may not be placed in better hands than in the hands of 
the soldiers? But, as it is doubtful in my mind exactly where the constitution intended to limit the arrangement of 
the militia, by the word organize, and as taking the appointment of the officers and non-commissioned officers from 
the soldiers, is rather aristrocratic and anti-republican, I will not extend my remarks on that subject. Permit me 
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to suggest that the bestowment of rank by brevet, to persons not in the line, was a source of inconvenience in 
the Revolutionary war, and requires great caution and care. Having so largely remarked on the subject of the mili- 
tia as | have done, you will permit me to observe, that I have not prepared the same for criticism; I have suggested 
my ideas with freedom to you as a friend, and in compliance with your request; I hope they will not be exposed to 
much inspection but by my friend. ‘The gentlemen who compose the military committee are unknown to me, but 
presume they are strangers, and will not highly appreciate my remarks; but to you I submit them. 
I am, with much esteem and respect, your obedient and very humble servant, 
EBEN. HUNTINGTON. 
The Honorable Bensamin TaLumance. 


TRENTON, 29th December, 1809. 
Sir: 

I do not presame I can add to the information of an officer of your experience; it is, however, proper to pay 
respectful attention to the subject of the letter you did me the honor to write on the 20th (received the 26th) inst. 
You will therefore please accept of the following answers given to your questions, relative to the organization of the 
militia of the United States, as the result of my observations: 

First. How are your dragoon and artillery corps formed? 

Answer. Previous to the Western expedition, in 1794, the companies of cavalry and artillery, in New Jersey, 
were attached to the regiments within whose bounds they were formed. 

Besides a brigade of upwards of 1,500 infantry, including two companies of artillery thereto attached, in requi- 
sition, 537 cavalry marched as volunteers to Pittsburg. Governor Howell appointed General White, then adjutant 
general of New Jersey, to the command of the cavalry, arranged in squadrons under the command of senior captains. 
The like formation into squadrous was made of the cavalry of Pennsylvania, by Governor Mifflin. 

Upon the return of the cavalry to New Jersey, application was made to the Legislature, and by the militia law 
of New Jersey were formed into ten squadrons, making five regiments, and composed one brigade, under the com- 
mand of a brigadier general, five lieutenant colonels, and ten majors, and have so continued. 

The artillery of the State was also formed into two battalions, making one regiment, and officered accordingly. 

It was found absolutely necessary to organize such a body of cavalry as 500 into squadrons and regiments, for 
subordination and discipline. 

It will therefore be advisable, as well for the sake of uniformity, throughout the United States, as for their better 
military regulation and discipline, to direct the organization of the cavalry in squadrons and regiments. It will be 
more satisfactory, where the cavalry have been thus organized, and prevent offence by their being reduced. 

a What inconvenience would result from limiting the shortest period of service to a commissioned 
officer 

Answer. It would be an improvement of the militia law of the United States to restrain the resignation of offi- 
cers, until they shall have served seven years, unless in cases of necessity; and after-service of seven years, to be 
exempted from service in the ranks, nevertheless, to be embodied and mustered with the senior class. 

There are no exempts in New Jersey but those exempted by the militia law of the United States. If an officer 
resigns, he must return to the ranks or be fined. 


Third. What are the objections to embodying a corps of between the ages of forty-five and sixty? 

Answer. ‘There is no reasonable objection. The militia law of the United States ought to require the muster 
of all able bodied men, between the ages of forty-five and sixty, for review, properly armed, but not to perform mi- 
litary duty, only in case of invasion; nor to be required to march out of the State: to be denominated the Senor 
Corps, or Senior Class, of militia. 

Permit me here to ask, what objections can be made to class minors, between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one? 

These youths to put on their frocks, or other regimentals, and be exercised in their several fowns, two hours be- 
fore sunset, on the last Saturday in April, May, June, July, August, and September, under officers above the age of 
twenty-one. 

Great complaints are made in New Jersey by parents and masters having their children and apprentices put in 
requisition; in many cases, inability to equip, pay fines, &c. which operates-as a heavy tax on poor parents, and par- 
comer on mechanics, who have from five to twenty apprentices. I wish to see such a corps well disciplined in 
their non-age. 

There was some objection made to the enrolling of minors when this business of classification, between twenty- 
one and twenty-six, was before Congress, in 1806. Yet I have never heard of a constitutional objection against 
that part of the present militia law of the United States, which directs the enrolment of those who shall, from time 
to time, arrive at the age of eighteen years. And why not enrol minors of sixteen, as well as those of eighteen, &c. 
If it is unconstitutional in any of the States to enrol minors, what becomes of those between eighteen and twenty- 
one? If the objection arises from the constitution of any of the States, on account of the appointment of the officers 
to command minors, this can be accommodated in those States, by incorporating the minor with the senior class, 
and let the seniors exclusively e/ect the officers to command both classes. ; 

There ought to be some amelioration made in favor of those between eighteen and twenty-one, as to the equip- 
ments, fines, penalties, and particularly on requisitions of the Government. 5 

The Junior Corps, of course, will be those between twenty-one and forty-five, compose the great body and active 
militia force of the nation; be put in requisition as heretofore, to march out of the State, &c.; nor do I wish to see 
this corps paralyzed by the classification, of men between twenty-one and twenty-five, as has been proposed. 

Fourth. What are your objections against classing the militia, so that the burthen of active duty shall fall on 
men between the ages of twenty-one and twenty-five years? 

Answer. Doubts are entertained: 


I. Whether this would not infringe the constitution of the United States, art. 1, sec. 8, page 16, “*reservin 
to the States, respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia,” &c. An 
the article of amendment to the constitution of the United States, ** a well regulated militia being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” ; 

Although I sincerely wish this reservation and amendment were stricken out of the constitution of the United 
States, yet, whilst they remain, no good, energetic, general, uniform, national system of organization, of the 
militia of the United States, can be effected. In the administration of President Adams, it was alleged that the act 
authorizing the President of the United States to raise a provisional army, passed 22d May, 1798, particularly sec- 
tion 3, and the supplementary act thereto of 22d June, 1798, were infringements of these articles of the constitution 
of the United States, inasmuch as it was unconstitutional— 


ist. ‘To separate a part of the militia within the State. 


ad. _ Exempted these volunteer corps, whilst within the State, from the government of the militia laws of the 
State. 


3d. The appointment of the officers by the President. 


II. The impolicy of such a corps at this time: 
ist. It would derange, at one stroke, the system of organization of the militia of the several States, adopted 
near eighteen years, under the militia law of the United States. 


2d. It would annul, or operate as a repeal, of the several militia laws of the United States, passed in confor - 
mity to the law of the United States, of 8th May, 1792. 
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3d. It would require at least a year for the passing of the militia laws, in the several States, conforming to the 
proposed alteration, and perhaps some of the States would not concur. 


4th. The extended residence of men, between twenty-one and twenty-six, in the country, will make their as- 
sembling, for exercise, &c. very burthensome and unequal with those in the cities and populous parts of the 
United States. 

5th. The exercise under officers (as it must be) of their own choice will not improve these corps in military 
knowledge, better than the great body of the militia under the present system. 


6th. It will be an insupportable expense to allow this select corps pay and rations. 


7th. It will weaken the natural defence of the nation, composed of the great body of the people, by placing en- 

tire dependence on this select corps. ; 

8th. In requisitions, substitutes are usually obtained of the poorer classes of men above twenty-six, and, indeed, 

many only ** fit food for powder and ball.” If these select corps are established, the nation cannot be purified 
of these gross materials above twenty-six. 

If such corps should be selected, and separated from the militia, to allow them rations would be sufficient, to be 
exercised by their officers, under the direction and inspection of an inspector in each State, distinguished for mili- 
tary acquirements; to be paid by the United States. 

Fifth. Would it be advisable for the Government to arm the militia? 

Answer. That article of the constitution of the United States, respecting the militia, expressly directs, that 
Congress shall ** provide for arming” the militia. ‘They have not done it. The National Legislature have neglect- 
ed what they ought have done the moment it was in their power, to have anportioned arms, accoutrements, Ke. to 
the amount, at least, of one-sixth of the number of the enrolled militia; established arsenals for their preservation, 
with magazines of powder and ball, and camp equipage, &c. But, instead of doing this, Congress, by their militia 
law of 1792, order every citizen enrolled to provide himself with arms, &c. and in five years require all muskets 
to have bores sufficient for balls of the eighteenth part of a pound. ‘The Legislatures of some of the States have 

ssed militia laws directing this to be done. Seventeen years have elapsed, and it has not been effected, it is be- 
ieved, by any State in the Union. In New Jersey, only one regiment have (from fines collected from the Quakers 
within its bounds) purchased six hundred stand of arms and accoutrements. 

The supply of arms, ammunition, camp equipage, arsenals, &c. in every State ready for the militia, particularly 
for anal thereof, being, perhaps, sufficient for any requisition of the United States, would give spirit and confi- 
dence to the great body of the militia. 

The amendment of the constitution of the United States, cited, secures “* the right of the people to keep and 
bear arms;” nor will the constitution of the United States, or the rights of the States, or of the people, be infringed, 
and I am very confident not endangered, if the concurrent authority of the National Government is exercised to 
provide arms, establish magazines, &c. and to arm indeed the great body of the militia of the United States. 

Sixth. Would it be advisable to call out any portion of the militia, yearly, to take the field? and if so, on what 
principle would it be advisable to adopt such a system? 

Answer. Before this can be done to any advantage, arms, accoutrements, tents, and camp equipage must be 
furnished by the Government of the United States; after the national Legislature shall have provided and delivered 
into the magazines established in every State, sufficient for a requisition of, say, 100,000 men, to be enrolled for 
three years’ service, from the junior class of militia, that is, between twenty-one and forty-five, according to the quo- 
tas of the several States, who shall meet once a year in the vicinity of the arsenal, and perform, for fifteen days, 
all the duties incident to a camp, to be exercised by their officers, and inspected by their respective State adjutant 

eneral, who will perform similar duties to those prescribed in the sixth section of the militia law of the United 
tates. 

Neither officers or men to receive pay, but to be furnished with rations and clothing, of a frock, pantaloons, &c. 
from the magazines, to be returned on breaking up the camp, &c. 


Seventh. What are the prominent defects of the present system? 

Answer. The answer to this question has been, in a manner, anticipated by the observations already made, par- 
ticularly respecting the neglect of the Government of the United States in not making provision to supply arms, 
tents, §c.; establishing magazines in the several States: for the making of militia laws, will not avail, without arms, 
ammunition, camp equipage, §c. ready to take the field. 

Whether the classification of the senior and minor, or either of these corps, be adopted; that, in preference to 
the proposed select corps, between twenty-one and twenty-six, the junior corps of men, between eighteen and 
forty five, or twenty-one and forty-five, be put in requisition, without discrimination, whenever a call ‘is made by 
the Government. 

The returns of militia being very incorrect, the quotas on the several States ought to be according to the repre- 
sentation in the House of Representatives in Congress. 

I beg leave to suggest here, that the law to take the census provides for the enumeration of all males under six- 
teen; between sixteen and twenty-one; between twenty-one and forty-five; and between the ages of forty-five and 
sixty; and from sixty upwards; at any rate, of the number of males between eighteen and forty-five, if the present 
militia system shall be continued. 

Sincerely wishing you health, and many returns of this season of joy and festivity, 
I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


JOSEPH BLOOM ; 
The Honorable Colonel B. Tattmapee. FIELD 
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MILITARY AND NAVAL EXPENSES, FROM 1789 ro 1810, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 5, 1810. 
Treasury Department, April 3, 1810. 


Sir: 
I have the honor, in obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 31st ult., to trans- 
mit a statement of the annual amount of expenditure, in relation to the ollieey and naval establishments, from the 
4th of March, 1789, to the end of the year 1809. : 

The sums paid for military pensions, and for the Indian department, are not included in the statement; but it 
embraces all ether expenses, including those for fortifications, arms, and military stores, purchase of navy yards, 
and building of vessels. : . 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN 

The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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A Statement exhibiting the gross annual amount of Expenditure, in relation to the Military and Naval E. 
blishments, from the 4th of March, 1789, to the end of the year 1809.” ——— 


= ———_———_ —— 



































——————————— Se | 
Years. Military Establishment.| Naval Establishment. | Total. 
| 
‘ 

From March 4, 1789, to Dec. 31, 1791, $632,804 03 - - $632,804 03 
Do. do. 1792, 1,103,038 47 : - 1,103,038 47 
Do. do. 1793, 1,132,443 91 ° ° | 1,132,443 91 
Do. do. 1794, 2,589,097 59 $61,408 97, 2,650,506 56 
Do. do. 1795, 2,422,385 81 410,562 03 | 2,832,947 84 
Do. do. 1796, 1,246,327 82 274,784 04 1,521,111 86 
Do. do. 1797, 1,002,299 04 382,631 89 1,384,930 93 
Do. do. 1798, 1,939,692 39 1,381,347 76 3,321,040 15 
Do. do. 1799, 2,405,669 17 2,858,081 84 | 5,263,751 O1 
Do. do. 1800, 2,517,409 99 3,448,716 03 5,966,126 02 
Do. do. 1801, 1,600,944 08 2,111,424 00 3,712,368 08 
Do. do. 1802, 1,179,148 25 915,810 87 2,094,960 12 
Do. do. 1803, 822,055 85 1,246,317 89 2,068,373 74 
Do. do. 1804, 875,923 93 1,273,860 25 2,149,784 18 
Do. do. 1805, 712,781 28 1,597,500 00 2,310,281 28 
Do. do. 1806, 1,224,355 235 1,649,641 44 2,873,996 82 
Do. do. 1807, 1,288,685 91 1,722,064 47 3,010,750 38 
Do. do. 1808, 2,900,834 40 1,884,067 80 4,784,902 20 
Do. do. 1809, 3,345,772 17 2,427,758 80 5,773,530 97 

$30,941,669 47 $23,645,979 08 «$54,587,648 55 
| 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, April 3, 1810. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Lith Conaness, } No. 100. (2d Session. 





MORTALITY IN THE TROOPS AT NEW ORLEANS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 27, 1810. 


Mr. NewrTox, from the committee, in obedience to a resolution which passed the House of Representatives of the 
United States, on the thirteenth of March last, instructing them to inquire into the cause or causes of the great 
mortality in the detachment of the army of the United States, ordered for the defence of New Orleans, sub- 


mitted the following report: 


The committee perceived, at the instant their attention was directed to the subject referred to them, its impor- 
tance, difficulty, and extent. The solicitude which was expressed for the acquisition of accurate information, and the 
manner in which the inquiries of the committee were — to a specific object, stimulated them to fulfil, to the 
utmost of their power, the expectation and desire of the House. In performing the duties assigned to them, they ne- 
cessarily had many difficulties to encounter; these consisted in collecting, collating, and arranging a multitude of 
facts and circumstances, which had their origin in a distant territory, and the dissimilar aspects in which the same 
object would be represented, according to the medium through which it had been seen. Not discouraged at the pros- 
pect of such labors, they proceeded to commence them with every disposition and with all the patience so essential 
to ensure a fair, candid, and impartial disclosure of the state of the detachment of the army ordered to New Orleans. 
‘To accomplish a purpose every way so desirable and interesting, and likewise to obviate objections, the committee 
on mature deliberation and reflection, determined to make a plain and succinct statement of facts, as the method 
best calculated to impart information, and to guide the understanding in the formation of a current judgment. 

In pursuing this plan, which the committee early laid down for their observance, they are led to present to the 
House, in a narrow compass, the correspondence which passed between the Department of War and the command- 
ing officer. 

e Next in order, the number of troops sent to New Orleans, and the present effective force. 

The measures taken for paying the troops, and the precautions observed for ensuring a prompt supply of sound 
and wholesome provisions for their subsistence. 

The instructions given to the military agent by the Department of War, and the authority invested in the com- 
manding officer over the military agent, as gathered from the instructions. Under this head will be included what- 


ever relates to clothing and medical and hospital stores. 


The depositions taken by the committee. ; oon 
Lastly, the causes which, in the opinion of the committee, produced the mortality in that detachment of the army. 


A No, 1. 


A letter from the Secretary of War, dated February 24, 1810, in answer to one addressed to him in obedience to 
the direction of the committee, requesting information on the subject submitted to them. 

The Secretary says, ** I have the honor accordingly herewith to submit to their inspection a transcript of the ori- 
ginal order, bearing date December 2, 1808, designating the force destined for the defence of New aay and of 
the subsequent orders from this Department, together with such extracts from the letters of the commanding gene- 

relate to the selection and occupancy of, and the removal of the troops from, the encampment at Terre au 
” 


ral as 


Beeuf. 
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A No. 2. 


On the 2d of December, 1808, the Secretary of War, (General Henry Dearborn) ina letter:‘to General James Wil- 
kinson, says, “I am directed by the President of the United States to have the necessary measures taken, without 
delay, for assembling as large a proportion of our regular troops at New Orleans and its vicinity, as circumstances 
will permit.” Immediately following this extract, the regiments and companies destined for New Orleans are de- 
signated, and the previous preparatory arrangements connected with the movements are directed to be made. The 
letter then concludes: ** You will please to take measures for being at New Orleans in season to take command of 
the army in that department as early as practicable, and to have such a disposition of the troops in that department 
formed, as will most effectually enable you to defend New Orleans and its cependensies against any invading force. 
In case of emergency, you are authorized by the President of the United States to call on the Governors of the Or- 
leans and Mississippi territories, for such detachments of the militia as may be deemed necessary. 

On the 30th of April, 1809, the Secretary of War (William Eustis, Esquire,) addressed a letter to General 
James Wilkinson, expressing great anxiety and solicitude for the health of the troops. Alive to apprehensions on 
this important point, he proceeds to say, ** on inspecting the general instructions given by this Department, 2d of De- 
cember, 1808, it appears that the troops were to be assembled at New Orleans: an apprehension that the letter of 
this instruction may be construed to limit any measures which your own judgment might suggest respecting a aang 
of position, induces me to remove any such obstacle, if it shall havehad aninfluence. By thereturnsof the 24thof March, 
it appears that more than one-fourth part of the troops were sick. Without a knowledge of this fact, the removal of 
the army from New Orleans, during the summer and autumnal months, is suggested by every consideration of pru- 
dence and experience. If, therefore, such removal shall not, on receipt of this letter, have been already commenced, 
you will be pleased to give the necessary orders to have it effected immediately. After leaving the necessary gar- 
rison, consisting of old troops, at New Orleans, it will be desirable that all the others should be transported either to 
the high ground in the rear of Fort Adams, or a part of them in the rear of the Natchez; perhaps both these sta- 
tions should be occupied, a division of the troops being more favorable to their health than quartering the whole to- 
gether in one body: of this you will judge. ‘The primary object will be to preserve the health and lives of the men; 
next, to have them so quartered as will best admit of a regular system of order, government, and discipline, with as 
much economy as is practicable.” 

On the 29th of May, 1809, General James Wilkinson addressed a letter to the Secretary of War. He says, “ after 
much inquiry, | have determined on a spot for the encampment of the troops. It was a difficult matter, from the 
localities of the country, to adjust; and being an object of primary importance in relation to economy, discipline, 
and health, it has truely occupied all my cares and attentions, and will, [ hope, be my excuse for inattention to 
minor objects.”’ In the part immediately succeeding this extract, the General mentions that he had abandoned the 
idea of encamping on the site spoken of by Genera Henry Dearborn, called Galvestown, on the Amite river, on 
account of its being the most sickly spot in the territory. ‘The General then my “*with the general voice of the 
Americans and Creoles in favor of it, I have selected a piece of ground on the left bank of the Mississippi, below 
this city about four leagues, which I find perfectly dry at this moment, although the surface of the river, restrained 
by its dykes, is in general three feet above the level of the country. You will put your finger on the spot at the head 
of the English Turn, just where the route to the settlements on the Terre au Boeut leaves the river. ‘lhe disadvan- 
tages of the position are private ground, private wood, and its vicinity to New Orleans. But its advantages are, pro- 
mised health, the best water of the country, the accommodation and comforts of a market, the immediate protection 
of the city, and the prompt defence of the river and lakes against an invading force. Under such considerations, and 
the rapid advance of the season, I could pause no longer: but shall proceed to take the position, and make the ne- 
cessary establishments for the reception and safe keeping of the stores and provisions, necessary to supply and sup- 
port the troops, and for the comfortable lodgement of the sick and well.” e 





Letter from General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Camp, Terre au Boeur, June 18, 1809. 


** Your letters of the 30th April, and 4th ultimo did not reach New Orleans until the last mail, the 14th instant, 
though we received at the same time the President’s speech. I am happy that I have so far anticipated your wishes 
as to have encamped the troops, though I have not sought the position you recommended; nor should I have done so 
while permitted to exercise my discretion, and for the following reasons: The movement to Fort Adams or to 
Natchez must have been made by water, as the Spaniards will net permit our passage through West Florida: the 
toil, the time, and exposition to the sun, in ascending the river one hundred leagues, with a corps of two thousand, 
would probably have deceased nine-tenths of the men, many of whom were in a convalescent state, and as many 
sick.”? The General then states the expense of transportation; that the position is too remote for the seasonable 
protection of New Orleans against external attack or internal commotion; that the upper country might prove more 
sickly than the bank of the Mississippi; that the movement to Terre au Boeuf was made without inconvenience to 
the well, or injury to the sick, and at ne expense, because the chalons which transported them will be employed in 
erecting the necessary temporary buildings, and for flooring the tents. ‘The General further states, that the position 
taken is refreshed by sea breezes, and that although more than five hundred sick and convalescent were brought to 
the ground which had been previously occupied by five hundred and sixty men, from the Ist instant not more than three 
men died, and one of these of an apoplexy; that the morning reports of the 13th and 16th will exhibit a frightful re- 
turn of the sick; ** yet, says he, you are to understand that nine-tenths are strongly convalescent, and are returned 
sick to prevent their being detailed for the general fatigues, to which we are now, and shall be for some time to come, 
necessarily exposed.”” After mentioning that the safety of those who are entrusted to his charge impress him with 
an awful sense of responsibility, and will occupy all his attention, he proceeds to say: ** It is a source of pleasura- 
ble reflection to me, that the aspects and accommodation of the position have prepossessed every man and officer in 
its favor. We have a good market of vegetables, milk, eggs, and fowls, from the settlements of ‘Terre au Boeuf.” 
He then speaks of arrangements in the sutling department; wishes to be advised whether it is the intention of 
Government to erect a cantonment, as one would be necessary, either at Natchez or Terre au Boeuf: if the latter, 
expenses of such establishment are set forth. He then says, ‘* 1 submit these observations to you for your considera- 
tion, as it is my duty to aid your judgment, and shall be ready to execute the Presidential will.” 


The Secretary of War to General James Wilkinson, dated 
War DepartMent, June 22, 1809. 


_ Being unable to perceive any advantages in the position which you have selected for an encampment, as stated 
in your letter of the 29th of May, which give it a preference over the high ground in the rear of Fort Adams, or its 
vicinity, to which my letter of the 30th of April directed, conditionally, the removal of the troops, I am left to pre- 
sume either that my letter has not been received, or that some causes unknown to me and reconcileable with the ob- 
ject stated in that letter have governed your decision. On receiving this letter you will be pleased immediately to 
embark all the troops, leaving a sufficient garrison of old troops at New Orleans and at Fort St. Philip, and proceed 
with them to the high ground in the rear of Fort Adams, and to the high ground in the rear of Natchez, (the public 
ground) and _ encampments; dividing them equally, or in such proportions between the two places, as your own 
m 
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judgment shall direct. ‘The enclosed copy of an order from the Navy Department will present you the means of 
transportation. The movement of the troops will be committed entirely to your direction.” 

By a letter bearing date Camp Terre au Boeuf, July 23d, 1809, General Wilkinson acknowledges that the pre- 
ceding order had come to his hand: he says, ** your duplicate of the 22d ultimo reached New Orleans by last mail 
on the 19th, and came to my hands on the night of the 20th, at ten o’clock: the original has not yet arrived. The 

remptory tenor of your order for the removal of the troops has relieved me from an opppressive load of res ponsi- 
ility, and I have not lost a moment in entering on the execution.” He states the impossibility of controlling the 
effects of the climate; that it will be in vain to seek refuge from disease in that region, with unseasoned recruits. 
He also states, that, when possession was taken of the present healthful site at Columbia Springs, near Fort Adams, 
two hundred and forty-six men were down at one time out of about five hundred. After mentioning some things re- 
lating to the movement of the detachment up the river, he says, ** you will discover, from my letter of the 18th ult., 
the causes which opposed our ascent of the river: the employment of the gun boats removes the expense, and the la- 
bor of the sailors will save that of the troops, but the tardiness of the movement and the heat of the sun in dog days 
must endanger our health.” 

After expressing his sense of the necessity of economy, and stating that the establishment had cost something, 
but that the cost will bear comparison with antecedent expenses, he then mentions that the public cost, in future, 
would not exceed six or eight hundred dollars per month, the year round, for every incidental expense, wood, pas- 
turage, and quarters, included; and concludes thus: “ under all circumstances, I must frankly say, that,was my dis- 
cretion permitted, 1 should stay here and hazard the consequences; but as there would be henaed, I am glad of your 
order to move, not only as it lessens my responsibility, but because the change of place may prove salutary to our 
pre in all events you may depend on whatever my judgment, experience, personal exposition, and attention, can 
effect. 


A No. 3. 


The following letter, dated Camp, Terre au Boouf, August 19, 1809, is addressed to the Secretary of War, by 
General Wilkinson: he says, “* I have not received the scrip of a pen from you since the 30th of June, but am pro- 
gressing rapidly in my arrangements for moving the troops, an object near my heart, and which occupies all my at- 
tentions.” 

The General then states, that not one of the gunboats had been reported in readiness; that the preparation was 
difficult, owing to the general sickness of their crews, and the impracticability of shipping men; that the condemned 
barges at Fort Adams had been ordered down, and were ay nope. at a small expense; that if the gun boats fail him, 
he should hire three or four barges, and that in twenty days he expected to make good his landing at Natchez, or in 
that vicinity. He then states, ** our sick have increased considerably, but our maladies are confined almost univer- 
sally to the ague and fever; nearly all the officers had it, but we have not lost one, nor do I expect we shall.” He 
states the difficulties which occurred in the department of provisions: he says, ** the clamors of the troops had been 
loud and just; that he had offered one hundred dollars for a small cow, without effect; that the flour was affected 
by the climate immediately after landing; and that, on the utter failure of the contractor to furnish bread or flour, 
for two or three days successively, he had purchased a hundred barrels of flour, and had the same distributed.” He 
attributes to the absence of the contractor, and the consequent management of his business being entrusted to a 
young man, without knowledge or experience, and, apparently, of an obstinate, perverse disposition, all the difficul- 
ties they had to encounter on the subject of provisions. He then says, ** I wish, indeed, that he may not oblige me 
to take the whole business out of his hands, and to appoint a commissary to purchase and supply; but, in the last ex- 
tremity only, shall I resort to this step.” After stating ** that the inhabitants were down with the prevailing disease 
of the camp, a thing which, according to them, had never before occurred,” he concludes thus: ** [ am alarmed for 
our medical and hospital expenses, but I do not understand that a particle of either has yet arrived for the new levies, 
and of course I have no alternative but to submit to the requisitions of the surgeons. We shall not, however, press 
your appropriations for this department, although the consumption of five or six hundred sick must be considerable. ” 


* 


Detachment of the Army ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


Aggregate, according to the returns which have been printed, —. ‘ ‘ : . 2,036 


B. Absentees accounted for. 

Cc. A return of the troops commanded by Brigadier General Hampton, for December, 1809. 

D. Do. of the troops at the cantonment, Washington, M. T. for January, 1810. 

E. Do. of the troops at the last mentioned cantonment, for February, 1810. 

F. Do. of deaths, desertions, and discharges of the ** additional military force,” allotted for the defence 

of New Orleans, from Ist May, 1809, to 28th February, 1810, viz: Deaths, ‘ . 686 
Desertions, ; 108 
Discharges, ‘ 58 
852 





G. Do. of the effective strength of the “ additional military force,” allotted for the defence of New 
Orleans, taken trom the latest reports which have been received at the inspector’s office, 
Washington city, April 16, 1810, aggregate, ‘ ; ; . ; 

H. Do. ofa detachment of the United States’ marines, stationed at New Orleans, from the Ist of March, 
1809, to the 31st of December, 1809. Exhibiting the monthly force of the detachment, and 
the number of deaths, respectively. 


1,184 


I. 


Funds placed at the disposition of the Paymaster of the Army of the United States, for the pay of the detachment 
ordered to New Orleans. 


Sum estimated for this object for the year 1809, _ ‘ — ‘ ‘ . . $250,000 
Lieut. Simeon Knight, the District Paymaster at New Orleans, was, in the early part of the year 1809, fur- 
nished with the sum of 


; ; ‘ ; : . ; - — 100,000 
In June, 1809, Lieut. Simeon Knight was authorized to draw for fifty thousand dollars, of which sum, he 


drew . ‘ ‘ é , e . ‘ : , 40,000 
July, 1809, there was remitted to Lieut. Simeon Knight, and received by him before the 7th of August fol- 7 
lowing, the sum of ° 100,000 


Authority was given, in order to enable him to commence the payment of the troops for the year 1810, to naa 
: : ; ‘ ; ; ; ; ; 0, 


draw for . 
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K. 
PROVISIONS. 


These are furnished by contract. By the second article of the contract for supplying provisions to the troops, 
it is provided, ** that it shall be in the option of the general or officer commanding an army on a great military dis- 
trict, to direct when and how often fresh or salted meat shall be issued by general orders, to be promulgated a rea- 
sonable time before the issue is to commence.” 7 

By the fourth article, ‘* whenever, in the opinion of the commanding officer, the provisions offered to be issued 
are unsound, unfit for use, or of an unmerchantable quality, a survey shall be held thereon by two disinterested per- 
sons, one to be chosen by the commanding officer, and the other by the contractor, or his agent; and, in case of dis- 
agreement, a third person, to be chosen by mutual consent, who s all have power to condemn such part of the pro- 
visions as to them may appear unfit for use.” If the contractor, “or his agent, fail, or neglect to appoint a person to 
inspect the provisions, after reasonable notice in writing, the commanding officer may appoint such persons as he 
may think proper.” a : 

rhe fifth article authorizes the commanding general, ** in case of absolute failure, or deficiency in quantity, of 

rovisions contracted to be delivered and issued, to supply the deficiency by purchase, at the risk of the contractor.” 

he power conferred by the last article was, in one instance, exercised. That those granted by the fourth and 
fifth articles were not exercised, can be accounted for, by this Department, on the presumption only, that, in the 
opinion of the general, the country could not furnish the supplies. 


L No. 1. 
Instructions to the Military Agent at New Orleans, and amount of disbursements in that department. 


The following instruction to A. D. Abrahams, the military agent at New Orleans, ‘* to procure and deliver, on 
the orders of the commanding officer, such articles as he may deem necessary for the public service,” was given by 
the Secretary of War, (Gen. Henry Dearborn) on the 12th of December, 1808. 


L No. 2. 


The Secretary of War, (William Eustis, Esq.) May 4, 1809, wrote to A. M’Culloch, and informed him of his 
appointment as military agent, A. D. Abrahams having resigned. This letter contains many regulations for the 
agent’s observance in executing the duties of his office. ‘The abovementioned instruction is repeated, and the fol- 
lowing additional one given: “ The expenditures should be as economical as the good of the service will permit. 
No article, it is presumed, will be required of you, but such as the nature and good of the service actually demand. 
Should it happen, however, at any time, that demands are made upon you to a large amount, the propriety of com- 
plying with which you may doubt, and where a not, in your judgment, prove injurious to the public interest, 
you are to consult this Department.” It appears Mr. M’Culloch died in a few days after his arrival at New Orleans; 
on which Major Zebulon M. Pike, of the 6th regiment, was appointed, by Gen. Wilkinson, as successor to Mr. 
M’Culloch, and centinued to discharge the duties of ,that office under the instructions given to Mr. M’Culloch, 
until the removal of the troops from the encampment at Terre au Boeuf. 


L Nos. 7 and 3. 


The Secretary of War, in a letter addressed to the committee, bearing date the 16th of April, 1810, says, ** Re- 
presentation being made by the Accountant of this Department, that many articles in the accounts rendered by Mr. 
A. D. Abrahams, the military agent, were charged at extravagant prices, the necessity of some of which did not 
appear, and the prices of others being deemed exorbitant, the military agent was informed, on the 10th of August 
last, that he was not authorized to comply with such requisitions in future. This is the only limitation of the in- 
structions beforementioned, which has been made by this Department.” This last instruction to the military agent 
could not have reached him until some time in September last. The military agent, whenever he wanted funds, 
drew bills on the Department of War, which were regularly paid. 


L Nos. 4, 5, and 6. 
Disbursements in the Quartermaster and Medical and Hospital Departments, by A. D. Abrahams, Military Agent. 


On account of that part of the army stationed at New Orleans, and in its vicinity, between the Ist of 
January and 20th of July, 1809, including payments made for the charter of a part of the vessel 





_ employed to transport the troops to that place.—See document K, - - - - $55,188 43 
Disbursements made by Major Pike, on same account, from 21st July to 3lst of December, 1809, - 27,474 73 
$82,663 16 


Nore. The above sums embrace no part of the expenditures made on the fortifications erecting at New Orleans. 


William Linnard, military gent, at Philadelphia, in his letter of the 31st of March, 1810, states, that medical 
and hospital stores were shipped on board the schooner Hillsman; that she sailed from Philadelphia the 7th of January, 
1809; was detained by ice; sailed again the 5th of March following, and arrived at New Orleans the 5th of April, 
and delivered the stores on the 7th and 8th. 


M Nos. 1 and 2. 
CLOTHING. 


By the same letter from William Linnard, military agent, it. a pry that the brig North Star sailed from 
Philadelphia the 6th of July, 1809, with clothing for the troops; arrived at New Orleans the 22d of August, and de- 
livered the same in three days after her arrival; which was within twelve months of the time that the men of that 
detachment had generally received their clothing for the preceding year. 
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THE DEPOSITIONS. 


Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, 


‘The committee, from a knowledge which they have acquired of the climate of New Orleans, and of the country 
surrounding it, and from the facts stated in the depositions, are of opinion, that the mortality in the detachment or- 
ed to New Orleans is to be ascribed to the following causes: 

1. The detachment consisting of new levies; 

2. The insalubrity of the climate—the summer and autumn of the year 1809 being unusually sickly. 

3. ‘To the nature of the ground on which the detachment was encamped at Terre au Boeuf, and the detention of 
it at that place during the whole of the summer, contrary, as the committee conceive, to the instructions contained 
in the letter of the Secretary of War, bearing late the 30th of April, 1809. 

4. ‘To the want of sound and wholesome provisions and of vegetables; the want of an hospital, and hospital stores 
and medicines. 

5. The excessive fatigues to which the troops were subjected in clearing, ditching, and draining, the ground on 
which they were encamped. 

6. ‘To the want of repose during the night, owing to the troops not being provided with bars or nets to protect 
them from the annoyance of musquitoes. 

7. The want of cleanliness in the camp, the nature of the position rendering it almost impracticable to preserve it. 

8. The sick and well being confined to the same tents, which neither protected them sufficiently from the heat 


of the sun, nor kept them dry from the dews and rains. 


A No. 1. 
Wark Deparrment, February 24, 1810. 
SiR: 
In answering your letter of the 19th instant, requesting information .on the following heads, viz: 

ist. Whether the detachment from the army of the United States sent to New Orleans was encamped at Terre 
au Boeuf, on the Mississippi, in pursuance of orders given to the commanding officer of that detachment? 

2d. The object of the encampment of that detachment at ‘Terre au Bout? 

3d. Whether the detachment during the encampment at Terre au Boeuf, suffered in any respect for want of 
regular and necessary supplies? 

4th. Whether the detachment was encamped in contravention to orders: if in contravention to orders, the time 
it so continued at that place? 

I have adopted the course which has ae to me most becoming the occasion, and best calculated to 
convey to the honorable committee, of which you are chairman, the information they have requested. I have the 
honor, accordingly, herewith to submit to their inspection a transcript of the original order, bearing date December 
2d, 1808, designating the force destined for the Sines of New Orleans, and of the subsequent orders from this 
Department, together with such extracts from the letters of the commanding general as relate to the selection and 
occupancy of, and the removal of the troops from, the encampment at Terre au Beeuf. 

Previous to the issuing of the order of the 22d of June, a consultation was had with the Secretary of the Navy, 
the result of which justified an expectation that the necessary transports for the troops might be derived from the 
naval flotilla on the Orleans station; an order for that purpose was accordingly given. 

On receiving the order of the 22d of June, it is believed that the General made every possible effort to procure 
the transports for his army; but the sickness which afflicted the army, and the whole country, had also extended 
itself to the marine: owing to this circumstance, and the distance of the vessels from New Orleans, unexpected 
delays occurred; in addition to which, it being found necessary to have the assistance of the public boats at Fort 
Adams, which required repairs, the General found himself unable to embark the army until the month of Septem- 
ber, as stated in my letter of the 30th of January last. 

At such time as the honorable committee may be pleased to appoint, I shall be ready to attend on them, and to 
give such further information as -“" be required. 

Vith respectful consideration, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 
The Honorable Tuomas Newton, Chairman. 


A No. 2. 


Letter from the Secretary of War to General James Wilkinson. 


War Department, December 2, 1808. 
Sir: 
lam directed, by the President of the United States to have the necessary measures taken, without delay, for 
assembling as large a proportion of our regular troops, at New Orleans and its vicinity, as circumstances will per- 
mit. You will please, therefore, to issue preparatory orders for the transportation to New Orleans of the 3d, 5th, 
and 7th regiments of infantry, with a battalion consisting of four companies from the 6th regiment, together with 
the companies of light dragoons, light artillery, and riflemen, raised in the States and territories to the southward of 
New Jersey. The troops, generall ,in the Atlantic States, should be assembled at Savannah, Charleston, South 
Carolina, Washingtea. North Carolina, Norfolk and Hoods, Fort M’Henry and Fort Mifflin, where suitable ves- 
sels will be provided for their transportation. 

The troops raised in the Western States, together with the late Captain Bissell’s company, will be provided 
with suitable boats for descending the Ohio and Mississippi. Captain Boote’s company should march by land, from 
the Ocmulgee to Fort ‘Stoddert or Fort St. Stephens. ‘The field officers of each regiment of infantry, and one field 
officer of the respective corps of light dragoons, light artillery, and riflemen, should be marched with their corps; 
and a major, with the battalion from the 6th regiment of infantry, together with the surgeons and mates of the regi- 
ments of infantry; a surgeon to the respective corps of dragoons, artillery, and riflemen; and a mate with the bat- 
talion of the 6th regiment of infantry. Provisions for seventy-five days, with a supply of water for thirty-five days, 
should be put on board of each vessel for the men on board. Medicine and hospital stores, camp kettles, &c., &c. 


will be forwarded, with ammunition and tents. . ine ; 
In giving your orders for the assemblage of the troops at the different points, it will not be necessary to give any 


indications of their ultimate destination. 

One subaltern of each company, best qualified for the recruiting service, should remain at the respective ren- 
dezvous, with instructions to continue that service with all possible celerity: and to have their recruits assembled at 
the garrisons on the sea-boards of the respective Atlantic States; and at Newport, in Kentucky, and Massac, from 
the Western States. It may, however, be advisable to direct the recruits, enlisted in the interior of Pennsylvania 
and Virginia, to assemble on the Western waters. 

You will please to take measures for being at New Orleans in season to take command of the army, in that 
department, as early as practicable; and to have such a disposition of the troops, in that department, formed, as 
will most effectually enable you to defend New Orleans, and its dependencies, against any invading force. 


In case of emergency, you are authorized, by the President of the United States, to call on the Governors of the 
Orleans and Mississippi territories, for such detachments of the militia as may be deemed necessary. 


H. DEARBORN. 


I am, &c. 
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Letter from the Secretary of War to General James Wilkinson. 
War Department, pril 30, 1809. 


Sir: 

In my letter of the 27th instant, a concern was expressed for the health of the troops, together with a confi- 
dence in your experience, knowledge of country, and entire competency and disposition to adopt every necessary 
measure respecting that very important object. 

On inspecting the general instructions given by this department 2d December, 1808, it appears that the troops 
were to be assembled at New Orleans; an apprehension that the letter of this instruction may be construed to limit 
any measures which your own judgment might suggest, respecting a change of position, induces me to remove any 
such obstacle, if it shall have had an influence. 

By the returns of the 24th March, it appears that more than one-fourth part of the troops were sick. 

Without a knowledge of this fact, the removal of the army from New Orleans, during the summer and autumnal 
months, is suggested by every consideration of prudence and experience. 

If, therefore, such removal shall not, on receipt of this letter, have been already comme.ced, you will be pleased 
to give the necessary orders to have it effected immediately. 

After leaving the necessary garrison, consisting of old troops, at New Orleans, it will be desirable that all the 
others should be transported either to the high ground, in the rear of Fort Adams, or a part of them in the rear of 
Natchez: perhaps both these stations should be occupied, a division of the troops being more favorable to their 
health, than quartering the whole together in one body; of this you will judge. ‘The primary objects will be to pre- 
serve the health and lives of the men; next, to have them so quartered as will best admit of a regular system of 
order, government, and discipline, with as much economy as is practicable. 


Tam, &c. 
W. EUSTIS. 


Extract of a letter from General James Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 


New Orteans, May 29, 1809. 

Sir: 

After much inquiry, | have determined on a spot for the encampment of the troops. It was a diflicult matter, 

from the localities of the weg to adjust; and being an object of primary importance, in relation to economy, 

discipline, and health, it has truly occupied all my cares and attentions, and will, I hope, be my excuse for inat- 
tention to minor objects. 

Your predecessor had spoken with me respecting the site of Galveztown, on the Amite river, about sixty miles 
north of this place, and | prenosed reconnoitering; but the idea was no sooner promulgated than some of the most 
ancient inhabitants called to inform me that it was the most sickly spot in the territory, and that the Spaniards 
had actually abandoned it on that account. 

The advantages of this position would have been public ground, public wood, and the removal of our recruits 
from the allurements and sinister seductions of this licentious place. Its disadvantages, the proximity of the Spa- 
nish occupancy, and its distance from the most assailable points of the coast. Its character, and the prejudices 
which prevail against it, I believe on just grounds, are decisive on my determination; and with the general voice of 
the American and Creole in favor of it, [ have selected a piece of ground on the left bank of the Mississippi, below 
this city about four leagues, which I find perfectly dry at this moment, although the surface of the river, restrained 
by its dykes, is, in general, three feet above the level of the country; you will put your finger on the spot, at the 
head of the English Turn, just where the route to the settlements on the Terre au Bocuf leaves the river. 

The disadvantages of this position are, private ground, private wood, and its vicinity to this city; the attractions 
of which will divert our green officers from due attention to their profession, and will expose them, as well as the 
men, to the arts, intrigues, dissipation, and corruption, of my personal enemies, and the enemies of the administra- 
tion and the Government, who are as busy, under the management of Clark and his cabal, as fiends of hell, to cor- 
rupt and seduce men and oflicers from their duty, and to excite discontent and sedition. But its advantages are, pro- 
mised health, the best water of the country, the accommodation and comforts of a market, the immediate protection of 
the city, and the prompt defence of the river and the lakes against an invading force. Under such considerations, and 
the rapid advance of the season, I could pause no longer, but shall proceed to take the position, and make the neces- 
sary establishments for the reception and safe keeping of the stores and provisions necessary to supply and support 
the troops, and for the comfortable lodgement of the sick and well. 


Extract of a leiter from General James Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Camp, Terre au Baur, June 19, 1809. 


Your letters, of the 30th April and 4th ultimo, did not reach New Orleans until the last mail, the 14th instant, 
though we received, at the same time, the President’s speech. 

Lam happy that I have so far anticipated your wishes as to have encamped the troops, though I have not sought 
the position you recommended; nor should I have done so, while permitted to exercise my discretion, aitd for the 
following reasons: ‘The movement to Fort Adams, or to Natchez, must have been made by water, as the Spaniards 
will not permit our passage through West Florida; the toil, the time, and exposition to the sun, in ascending the 
river one hundred leagues, with a corps of two thousand, would probably have diseased nine-tenths of the men, 
many of whom were in a convalescent state, and as many sick; the expense of transportation would have exceeded 
twelve, or might have reached twenty thousand dollars; the position is too remote for the seasonable protection of 
New Orleans against external attack or internal commotion; and, after all, we might have found the upper country 
more sickly than the bank of the Mississippi, which frequently occurs. The movement to this place, on the con- 
trary, was done without incommodation to the well, or injury to the sick, and at no expense, because the chalons 
which transported them will be employed in oncens the necessary temporary buildings. and for flooring the men’s 
tents. Itis impossible to decide whether we shall have a sickly er healthy season, but our proximity to the waters 
of the ocean, from which we have a breeze, together with appearances, so far, encourage us to believe in the latter; 
for, although we brought more than five hundred sick and convalescents to this ground, which had been previously 
occupied by five hundred and sixty men, from the Ist instant we have lost three men only, and one of dene by an 
apoplexy. The morning reports of the 13th and 16th will speak for our convalescence, but will exhibit, at the same 
time, a frightful return of sick; yet you are to understand that nine-tenths of these are strongly convalescent, and 
are returned sick by order, to prevent their being detailed for the general fatigues, to which we are now, and shall be 
tor some time to come, necessarily exposed. Whatever may be the result, rest assured, sir, that the safety of those 
who are entrusted to my charge impress me with an awful sense of responsibility, and will occupy my first atten- 
tions, assiduities, and cares; and it is a source of pleasurable reflection to me, that the aspects and accommodation 
of the position have prepossessed every man and officer in its favor. We have a good market of vegetables, milk, 
eggs, and fowls, from the settlements of Terre au Boeuf, and I shall make such arrangements in the sutlin rt- 
ment as entirely to exclude the use of ardent spirits, which have been the bane of the service, and has destroyed 
more men than.every other cause. I shall, at the same time, encourage the use of malt liquors, and small red wines, 
which may be had almost as cheap as whiskey. 





aut ne 
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As the troops must not return to New Orleans, one hundred and fifty men being sufficient for the garrison of 
that place, it would appear as a necessary consequence that we must erect a cantonment somewhere, of which I 
cannot be too early advised, whether it be here or at Natchez. If here, the proprietor will sell a site to the Govern- 
ment; or he will give the use of the ground,with pasturage enclosures for our horses and cattle, and fire wood the 

ear round, for two thousand men, at five hundred dollars per month; and I do not believe better terms could be 
iad in the Mississippi territory. Our wood would cost in New Orleans, one thousand one hundred dollars per month 
in summer, and three thousand five hundred dollacs in winter. Should our force be kept up, and this place be fixed 
on, the huts can be put up by the men ina short period, and at a trifling expense; and the circumstance of receiving 
our subsistence on the river, instead of the interior of the upper country, will save two cents per ration. 

I submit these observations to you for your consideration, as is my duty, to aid your judgment, and shall be 
ready to execute the Presidential will. 


Extracts of a letter from the Secretary of War to General James Wilkinson, dated 
War Department, June 22, 1809. 


Being unable to perceive any advantages in the position which you have selected for an encampment, as stated in 
your letter of the 29th May, which give it a preference over the high grounds in the rear of Fort Adams, or its vici- 
nity, to which my letter of the 30th April directed, conditionally, the removal of the troops, I am left to presume, 
either that my letter has not been received, or that some causes unknown to me, and reconcileable with the objects 
stated in that letter, have governed your decision. 

On receiving this letter, you will be pleased immediately to embark all the troops, leaving a sufficient garrison of 
old troops at New Orleans and Fort St. Philip, and proceed with them to the high ground in the rear of Fort Adams, 
and to the high ground in the rear of Natchez, (the public ground) and form encampments, dividing them equally, 
or in such proportions, between the two places, as your own judgment shall direct. The enclosed copy of an order 
from the Navy Department will present to you the means of transportation. The movement of the troops will be 
committed entirely to your direction. 

W. EUSTIS. 


, Navy Department, June 22, 1809. 
Sir: 

The Secretary of War having made application for the use of the gunboats under your command, for the pur- 
pose of removing the troops, under the command of General Wilkinson, up the Mississippi, you may retain as many 
of the boats as you may think absolutely necessary at your present station, and detach the remainder of them on this 
service, which I contemplate to be simply of the transport kind. The boats so detached are to continue on that ser- 
vice until the removal of the troops shall have been completed, unless contingencies shall arise which may require 
their being recalled previously; of which you are to judge. You are, yourself, to remain, during this service, at 
your station; and the boats having returned, you will be at liberty to avail yourself of the permission already for- 
warded you, ** to come to the A tlantic States.” You will inculcate on the officers commanding this detachment, 
the necessity of harmonizing with the military in every matter necessary to the most speedy attainment of the object 
intended to be effected. 

Respectfully yours, 
PAUL HAMILTON. 


Captain Davip Porter, New Orleans. 


Extracts of a letter from General James Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 


. Camp, Terre au Baur, July 23, 1809. 
IR: 

Your duplicate, of the 22d ultimo, reached New Orleans by the last mail, on the 19th, and came to my hands 
on the night of the 20th, at 10 o’clock, P. M.; the original has not yet arrived. 

The peremptory tenor of your order for the removal of the troops has relieved me from an oppressive load of 
responsibility, and [ have lost not a moment in entering on the execution. Nothing on my part shall be wanting to 
effect the transition, in the manner the most favorable and least afflicting te the troops; though, as it is impossible 
to control the effects of the climate, | fear it will be in vain for us to fly from disease in this region with our unsea- 
soned recruits: for it occurs to me, that, when we took possession of the present healthful site at Columbian Springs, 
near Fort Adams, we had two hundred and forty-six men down at one time, out of about five hundred. 

I am undetermined whether to move in a body or by detachment, but shall pursue that course which promises 
the greatest expedition. I fear delay on the part of the gunboats, because I know from experience the gentlemen 
of the navy abhor the idea of converting their vessels of war into transports; and, from the report of Lieutenant 
Carroll, it would appear that twenty-four gunboats, the number on this station, would not carry more than nine 
hundred and sixty men, little more than half our force. I have, however, a remedy for this difficulty, and if the 
gunboats are furnished, shall leave behind none but those who are too ill to be removed. 

You will discover from my letter, of the 18th ultimo, the causes which opposed our ascent of the river; the em- 
ploy of the gunboats removes the expense, and the labor of the sailors will save that of the troops, but the tardiness 
of the movement, and the heat of the sun in dog-days, must endanger our health. 

I am so sensible of the necessity of economy, that I tremble at_the idea of putting my name to paper for any 
thing; but my obligations to the service leave me no alternative. You shall not, however, have cause of complaint 
from my administration. 

This establishment has cost something; but that cost will bear a comparison with antecedent expenses, and our 
camp, with the necessary accommodations, is nearly completed; after which we should not have cost the public more 
than six or eight hundred dollars per month, the year round, for ,every incidental expense, wood, pasturage, and 
quarters, included. ; 

Under all circumstances, I must frankly say, that, was my discretion permitted, I should stay here and hazard 
the consequences; but, as there would be hazard, I am glad of your order to move, not only as it lessens my respon- 
sibility, but because the change of place may prove salutary to our men. In all events, you may depend on what- 
ever my judgment, experience, personal exposition, and attention, can effect. 


A No. 3. 
Camp, Terre au Beaevr, August 19, 1809. 


Sir: 
I have not received the scrip of a pen from you since the 30th of June, but am progressing rapidly in my 
arrang2ments for moving the troops, an object near my heart, and which occupies all my attentions. 
Our prospects from the gunboats are bad indeed; not one of them has, as yet, been reported to me in readiness 
to commence the voyage, and the preparation is a difficult one, owing to the — sickness of their crews, and 
the impracticability of shipping men: but I have ordered certain condemned barges from Fort Adams, which have 


been lying there since 1807, and are now repairing and equipping them, at the expense of a few nails and a small 
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quantity of oakum and tar for the voyage. ‘To these I shall add, if the gunboats fail me, three or four hired barges 
to take a full company each. And with this transport, I hope I may, by marching the well, be able to move every 
man from hence whose health may permit, and that I shall make good my landing at Natchez, or in that vicinity, 
in twenty days after we get under way. The operation is a laborious one, and somewhat hazardous; but you may 
rest assured that whatever zeal, activity, and attention, can accomplish, shall be done on my part. 

Our sick have increased considerably; but our maladies are confined almost universally to the fever and ague. 
Nearly all the officers have had it; but we have not lost one, nor do I expect we shall. 

Among the thousand difficulties | have had to combat, that of the department of provisions is not the least con- 
siderable. , The clamors of the troops have been loud and just, and I have not been able to remedy their complaints. 
[ have offered as high as a hundred dollars for a small cow, without effect; and the flour, generally, in New Orleans, 
from some unknown cause, has this season been affected by the climate immediately after landing. But, in conse- 

uence of the utter failure of the contractor to furnish bread or flour to the troops, for two or three days successively, 

yesterday ordered a purchase, on any terms, of one hundred barrels, which arrived this morning, but has been 
refused by the contractor’s agent, who got down a few barrels the last night. and, of consequence, I am compelled 
to order the issue to be made by the brigade quartermaster, for account of the contractor, which adds to my pains 
and a. ; 

Were the contractor here, from my knowledge of his character, I know these difficulties would not occur; but 
unfortunately his business is confined to a young man without knowledge or experience, and apparently of an obsti- 
nate, perverse disposition. I wish, indeed, that he may not oblige me to take the whole business out of his hands, 
and appoint a commissary to purchase and supply; but in the last extremity only shall I resort to this step. 

The inhabitants of this whole country are now down with the prevailing disease of the camp—a thing which, 
according to them, has never before occurred; and the town is afflicted by bilious affections. 

I am alarmed for our medical and hospital expenses; but I do not understand that a particle of either has yet 
arrived for the new levies, and, of course, I have no alternative but to submit to the requisitions of the surgeons: 
we shall not, however, press your appropriations for this department, although the consumption of five or six hundred 
sick must be considerable. : 

With perfect respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES WILKINSON. 

The Hon. Wituiam Eustis, Secretary of War. 


‘ City or Wasuineton, Pay Office, April 10, 1810. 
IR: 

In compliance with the requisition which you have communicated to me, as made to you by the committee of 
Congress, “‘ whether the paymaster of the detachment.of the army of the United States, ordered for the defence 
of Orleans, had in his wl the funds necessary for the payment of the troops,” I have the honor to state that, from 
the best estimate I could form, the sum of $250,000 appeared sufficient for that object, for the year 1809; and that 
Lieutenant Simeon Knight, the district paymaster in that quarter, was furnished with $100,000 in the early part of 
that year, on his bills in favor of the receiver of public moneys at Orleans; that $100,000 were remitted him in 
July last, and received by him before the 7th of August; and he was, moreover, authorized, on the 14th of June 
last, to draw on me for $50,000—$40, 000 of which he has since drawn for, which, I presume, he considered as suffi- 
cient to pay the troops in his district, to the 31st of December last. 

In addition to the foregoing, he has authority to draw for $60,000, to commence the payment of the troops for 
the present year. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


; ROBERT BRENT, Paymaster U. 8. Army. 
The Hon. Wa. Eustis, Esq. Secretary of War. 


K. 
. War Department, 4p ril 4, 1810. 
Sir: 

In addition to the information which I had the honor to communicate, in person, to the committee, relative to 
the 3d head of inquiry, contained in your letter of the 19th of February, viz: ** Whether the detachment, durin 
the encampment at Terre au Boeul, suffered, in any respect, for the want of regular and necessary supplies?” i 
have the honor to state, that, it appears, from the enclosed copy of aletter from the General, dated August 19, 1809, 
that much dissatisfaction existed in respect to the quality of the provisions furnished by the contractor; that the 
supply was not at all times regular, and that the difficulty of procuring fresh meat was almost insurmountable. 
‘These representations have been corroborated from other sources of intelligence. By the 2d article of the con- 
tract for supplying provisions to the troops, it is provided: ** That it shall be in the option of the general, or officer 
commanding an army or a great military district, to direct when, and how often, fresh or salted meat shall be issued, 
by general orders, to be promulgated a reasonable time before that issue is to commence.” 

By the 4th article, “* whenever, in the opinion of the commanding officer, the provisions offered to be issued are 
unsound, unfit for use, or of an unmerchantable quality, a survey shall be held thereon by two disinterested per- 
sons, one to be chosen by the commanding officer, and the other by the contractor, or his agent; and, in case of 
disagreement, a third person to be chosen by mutual consent, who shall have power to condemn such part of the 
provisions as to them may appear unfit for use.” If the contractor or his agent fail or neglect to appoint a person 
to wo ed the provisions, after reasonable notice in writing, the commanding officer may appoint nthe persons as he 
may think proper. 

The bth article authorizes the commanding general, ‘‘in case of absolute failure or deficiency in the quantity of 
provisions, contracted to be delivered and issued,” to supply the deficiency by purchase, at the risk of the con- 
tractor. ‘The power conferred by the last article was, in one instance, exercised; that those granted by the 4th and 
5th articles were not exercised, can be accounted for by this Department, on the presumption only, that, in the 
opinion of the General, the country could not furnish the supplies. _ 

Complaints have also been made of a want of medicine and hospital stores. It appears from the enclosed ex- 
tract of a letter from Mr. Linnard, yy | agent at Philadelphie, of the 31st ultimo, that a stock of medical and 
hospital stores, for two thousand men, for three months, which were ordered for New Orleans by this Department, 
in anaes 1808, arrived at their place of destination on the 5th of April following; (at this period the whole of 
the additional force had not reached that place) and that the brig North Star, which transported the clothing and 
the ory sated of medicine and hospital stores, for the new troops on that station, arrived on or about the 22d 
of August last. 

In addition to these supplies it appears, from the accounts of the military agent at New Orleans, rendered to 
the accountant of this Department, that, between the months of March, 1809, and January, 1810, medical and hos- 
stores, and other articles for the use of the sick, were purchased, and paid for to the amount of 11,800 dollars, 

hen to this it is added, that the agent was at all times subject to the order of the commanding officer, and bound 
to comply with his requisitions for all articles necessary, in his opinion, for the health and accommodation of the 
troops, the causes of any alleged deficiencies are inexplicable by this Department. 

With perfect consideration, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
: W. EUSTIS. 
The Hon. Tuomas Newron, Chairman, &c. 
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L No. 1, 
War Deparrment, December 12, 1808. 


Sir: 
On account of the.troops it will be proper for you to procure, and deliver, on the orders of the commanding 
oflicer, such articles as he may deem necessary for the public service. 

You will, at all times, charge all articles so delivered to the proper head of expenditure; and to prevent any 
mistakes in your accounts, when the orders to you are not so explicit as to enable you to decide under what head 
the article should be charged, you will request the commanding officer to give you such information as the case may 
require. You will advance no money except for articles actually received, or for services performed. The expen- 
ditures should be as economical as the good of the service will permit. No articles will, I trust, be required of 
you but such as the nature and good of the service actually demand: such as workmen, and materials for tortifica- 
tions for quarters; transportation and camp equipage; tents, and other articles for barracks or camp, will be sent 
from this quarter to your care, as well as cannon and ammunition. 


: Lam, Xe. H. DEARBORN. 
A. D. Asrauams, Esq. ew Orleans. 


I, No. S. 
: War Department, Jay 4, 1809. 
SiR: 
A. D. Abrahams, Esq. military agent for the Southern department, being solicitous to relinquish that office, 
the'President of the United States has appointed you to succeed him; and, should the Senate, at their next session, 
advise and consent to said appointment, you will be commissioned accordingly. 

Your office, as military agent, is considered as a substitute for what has generally been called a deputy quarter- 
master general; and your department includes all the military posts within the territory of Orleans, and in that part 
of the Mississippi territory lying south of the 32d degree of north latitude, including all those on the Mobile and 
its waters. 

Before you enter on the duties of your agency, you will execute the enclosed bond, with two or more sufficient 
securities, and will take and_subscribe the oath of AF rand and the oath prescribed by the act, entitled ** An act fixing 


‘ 


the military peace establishment.”’ As soon as the bond is duly executed, you will forward it, with the oaths, to this 
Department. 

You will consider the assistant military agents, and the quartermasters, whether brigade or regimental, within 
your department, as under your direction; you will furnish them with funds, for which they will be accountable to 
you. They will correspond with, and make regular returns to you of all articles received by them, with proper 
vouchers for all deliveries and expenditures. They are not to make any purchases or expenditures, excepting what 
shall be absolutely necessary, without your particular direction. 

You will receive herewith a copy of the rules and articles of war for your government; and of the regulations of 
this Department; to which, as far as they regard your duties, and are not inconsistent with these instructions, you 
will, in all respects, conform. 

You will, with promptness, and in the most safe and economical manner, cause all military, medical, and hospital 
stores, and all goods for Indians, which you may receive for transportation, to be forwarded to their respective des- 
tinations. 

You will procure, and deliver, on the order of the commanding officer in your department, such articles as he 
may deem necessary for the public service. You will, atall times, charge all articles so delivered to the proper head 
of expenditures; and to prevent any mistakes in your accounts, when the orders to you are not so explicit as to 
enable you to decide under what head the articles should be charged, you will request the commanding officer to 
give you such explanation as the case may require. You will advance no money except as before directed, or for 
articles actually received, or for services performed. ‘The expenditures should be as economical as the good of the 
service will permit. No article, it is presumed, will be required of you, but such as the nature and good of the ser- 
vice actually demand. Should it happen, however, at any time, that demands are made upon you to a large amount, 
the propriety of complying with which you may doubt, and where delay may not, in your judgment, prove injurious 
to the public interest, you are to consult this Department. 

if Mr. Cox, the purveyor of public supplies, shall request you to purchase any articles which may be procured 
in your vicinity, at less expense than at Philadelphia, you will please to make such purchases, he furnishing you 
with the money. 

In addition to the duties of military agent, you will procure such materials, and hire such laborers and mecha- 
nics, as may be required of you by the engineer, for erecting, completing, and repairing such works as have, or may 
be ordered for the defence and protection of New Orleans and its vicinity. Your accounts. for expenditures under 
this head, you will keep in conformity with the enclosed instructions from the accountant of this Department. 

You will be allowed one clerk for your office of military agent, at the rate of $750 per annum. 

For your services, as agent for fortifications, you will receive a reasonable commission on the moneys necessarily 
expended in the performance of its duties. 

You will, from time to time, seasonably transmit to this Department estimates of the moneys that may be re- 
quired to meet the expenditures in your agencies: on the receipt of which the requisite funds will be ordered to your 
credit in the office of discount and deposite at New Orleans. 

Should you accept of the military agency for the Southern department, you will please to proceed to New Or- 
leans without delay, and there take upon yourself the duties of your appointment. Major Pike, the acting military 
agent, is instructed, by the enclosed letter, to deliver to you all the public papers, documents, and property, in his 
possession, and to pay over to you the balance of public moneys remaining in his hands, which you will please to 
receive, giving him your duplicate receipts for the same. 

Tam, &c. W. EUSTIS. 

A. McCuttocn, Esq. 


L No. 3. 
War Department, -Zpril 16, 1810. 
Sire: 
In compliance with your request, made this morning, I have the honor herewith to transmit No. 1, a copy 
of the instructions given to Mr. A. D. Abrahams, military agent at New Orleans, dated December 12, 1808. 

On the resignation of Mr. Abrahams, Mr. Andrew M’Culloch was appointed to succeed him, under instruc- 
tions, a copy of which, No. 2, is herewith enclosed, bearing date May 4, 1809. Mr. M’Culloch died in a few days 
after his arrival, on which Major Zebulon M. Pike, of the 6th regiment, was appointed by General Wilkinson as 
successor to Mr. M’Culloch, and continued to discharge the duties of that office, under the instructions given to 
Mr. M’Culloch, until after the removal of the troops from the encampment at Terre au Bout. 

Representation being made by the accountant of this Department, that many articles in the accounts rendered 
by Mr. A. D. Abrahams, the military agent, were charged at extravagant prices, the necessity of some of which did 
not appear, and the prices of others being deemed exorbitant, the military agent was informed on the 10th of August 
last, that he was not authorized to comply with such requisitions in future. This is the only limitation of the in- 
structions before mentioned, which has been made by this Department. 

It appears, from the instructions to Mr. M’Culloch, that he was required to render, from time to time, to this 
Department, estimates of the probable expenditures in his agency; on the receipt of which, moneys were to be ordered 
to his credit in the office of discount ond deposite at New Orleans. In practice, this arrangement was found incon- 
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venient, and not calculated to meet occurring emergencies. ‘The military agent therefore continued to draw bills 
on this Department, which were regularly paid on being presented. 
The enclosed statement will exhibit their amount for the year 1809. 
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


The Hon. Tuomas Newton, Chairman, &c. 


L No. 4. 


Amount of disbursements in the quartermaster’s, and medical and hospital departments, made by A- D. Abrahams 
military agent, on account of that part of the army stationed at Orleans and in its vicinity, between the Ist of 
January and the 20th of July, 1809, including payments made for the charter of a part of the vessels employed 
to transport the troops to that place, - : - $55,188 43 


Estimate of disbursements, made by Major Pike, on same account, from the 21st July, to 31st Decem- 
ber 1809, - . : . : 6 . m - 27,474 73 


Dollars, - 82,663 16 


‘ore.—The above sums embrace no part of the expenditures made on account of the fortifications erecting at 


Orleans. 


War Derarrment, ccountant’s Office, April 16, 1810. 
WM. SIMMONS. 


L No. 5. 


Amount of disbursements made by 4. D. Abrahams, Military Agent at New Orleans, in the medical and hospital 
department, between the 1st of April and 22d of July, 1809. 


In April, for 135 dollars and 68 cents’ worth of medicine; for 14 bed sacks, at 6 dollars each; 7 pair 
blankets, at 5 dollars each; 2 water buckets, at 5 dollars each; 22 pair of sheets, at 54 dollars each; 
and other articles; amounting together to, + ~ . e « 

In May, for 60 sheets, at 6 dollars each; 95 musquito bars, at 43 and 7 dollars each; a bathing tub, at 
12 dollars; 16 dozen fowls, at 7; dollars per dozen; 44 dozen eggs, at 31j cents per dozen; a pigeon, 
at 2 dollars; 60 gallons molasses, at 623 cents; 500 Ibs. rice, at 5 cents per Ib; 450 lbs. sugar, at 11 
cents; and sundry small articles; amounting together to - - - - - 1,425 24 

And also 20 bunks at 33 dollars each. 

In June, for 6 barrels of Indian meal, at 3; dollars each; 21 Ibs. tea, at 17 dollars each; 1 dozen towels, 
15 dollars; 4 foot mats, at 3 dollars and 50 cents each; 2 dozen port wine, at 12 dollars each; 3 doz- 
en porter, at 43 dollars each; 5 gallons Madeira wine, at 5 dollars each; 30 gallons Sherry wine, at 2 
and 2; dollars each; 11 dozen fowls, at 7; dollars each; 66 dozen eggs, at 317 cents; 32 gallons milk, 
at 56 cents each; molasses, vinegar, sugar, coffee, and sundry all articles, washing for the hospi- 


$417 93 





tal, &c. amounting together to - - - - . ae ‘ 665 23 
In July, for services of a nurse; for washing; for 9 dozen porter, at 5 dollars; 14 dozen fowls, at 7 dol- 
lars per dozen; 60 dozen eggs, at 37; cents; 60 gallons milk, at 56 cents; molasses, sugar, rice, but- 
ter, coffee, glauber salts, a large syringe, jalap, antimonial wine, and sundry small articles; amount- 
ing together to - Z - - : - - - - 579 52 
Dollars, -_ 3,087 92 


L No. 6. 


Abstract of disbursements made by Major Z. M. Pike. acting Military Agent, inthe Medical and Hospital Depart- 
ment, between —— September and 21st December, 1809. 


Payments made to the 30th of September, 1809, for 1,136 dollars and 47 cents worth of medicine 
purchased between the Ist of April and 30th of September, 1809; for 605 lbs. of mutton, purchased 
in July and August, 1809, at 18; cents per lb.; for washing in September; for 100 Ibs. mutton, 
in September; for vegetables, sugar, milk, salt, coffee, hay, and other small articles, in September; 
amounting together to, - - - ih: - - - 

Payments in October, for 1,000 dollars’ worth of medicine, furnished,in July, August, and September; for 
sheep, at 4 dollars; for calves, at 9 dollars; for wood, vegetables, every kind of groceries, milk, eggs, 
fowls, meat, butter, lard, crackers, hay, and a great variety of small articles, between July and the 
31st of October, 1809, corresponding in price with the purchases of Mr. Abrahams, and amountingto 5,535 71 

Payments in November, for 138 dollars’? worth of medicine; for washing; for meat, vegetables and gro- 
ceries of all kinds, amounting together to - - - - - - 964 98 

Payments in December, for services of nurses and attendants; for 105 dollars and 95 cents worth of 


$1,497 82 





medicine; and for a variety of groceries, amounting together to - - - - 722 60 
Dollars, - 8,721 11 
L No. 7. 
Item of articles, withtheir prices, which appeared objectionable in the account of the Military Agent at New Orleans. 
May, 16 dozen fowls, - - - $7 50 per dozen, - - $120 
44 do. eggs, - - - 31 do. - - 13 75 
June, 1 do. towels, - : - - - - - 
4 footmats, — - - - 3 50each, - - - 4-4 
2 dozen port wine, - - - 12 _ per dozen, - - 24 
3 do. porter, — - - - 450 do. - - 13 50 
5 gallons Madeira wine, - - 6 per gallon, - 25 
11 dozen fowls, - - - 7 50 per dozen, - - 82 10 
66 do. eggs, - - - 31j —s do. - - 20 62} 
July, 9 do. porter - - - £& . & - - 45 
14 do. _ fowls, - - - 7 do. - - 98 
60 do. eggs, . - . - 373 — do. - - 22 50 


36 m 
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M No. 1. 
Extract of a letter from William Linnard, Esquire, Military Agent, to the Secretary of War, dated 


. Puicapetpuia, March 31, 1810. 
IR: 

“ Your favor of the 28th inst. has been received. In answer to your inquiries, [ have the honor to state, that 
the medicine and hospital stores, shipped on board the schooner Hilman, were those ordered on the 26th of Decem- 
ber, 1808; three months’ stock for 2000 men. ‘The schooner sailed from Philadélphia, the 7th of January, 1809. 
The day she sailed, the frost set in extremely severe, and so much ice was made in the course of the night, the cap- 
tain was obliged to make a harbor, where she remained all winter; she sailed again on the 6th of March, and arrived 
at New Orleans the 5th of April, and delivered the stores the 7th and 8th. 

“The brig North Star sailed from Philadelphia the 6th of July, 1809, had a long passage, arrived at New Orleans 
about the 22nd of August, and delivered the stores in three days after her arrival. Anxious to send the goods by 
this vessel, the only one in port destined for that place, I detained her six days waiting for the clothing; the last 
was put on board the day she sailed.” 


M No. 2. 
. War Department, 4pril 10, 1810. 
Sir: 
In reply to the inquiry of the committee, “ whether the paymaster of that detachment of the army of the United 
States, ordered for the defence of New Orleans, had in his hands the funds necessary for the payment of the troops?” 
I beg leave to refer them to the enclosed statement of this date, from the paymaster of the army. 

In answer to your other inquiry of the 9th instant, I have the honor to state, for the information of the committee, 
that the brig North Star, which transported the clothing for that detachment, appears (from the extract of Mr. Lin- 
nard’s letter now before the committee, to have sailed from Philadelphia on the 6th of July, 1809, and to have arriv- 
ed at New Orleans, on or about the 22d of August following, which was within twelve months of the time that the 
men of that detachment had generally received their clothing for the preceding year. 

With perfect consideration, [ am, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 
The Honorable Tuomas Newron, Chairman, &c. 


DEPOSITIONS. 
No. 1. 
Esaias Preble’s deposition, March 16, 1810. 


Esaias Preble, of the United States’ regiment of artillerists, deposeth, that, about the last of April, 1809, a detach- 
ment of the United States’ troops, under the command of Captain Peter, attached to different regiments, descended 
the river Mississippi for New Orleans; they halted at Fu * Adams, at which place I was stationed: at that time they 
appeared to be young, able for any duty, and well cloth»’. A number of smaller detachments afterwards passed 
down said river in a similar situation. 

About the middle of October following, that part of the additional army that had been stationed in the neighbor- 
hood of New Orleans, halted at Fort Adams, on their way up the river for Washington, Mississippi territory, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Beall. After being encamped two or more days on the bank of the river, a 

arty, consisting of one hundred and twenty non-commissioned officers and privates, from the regiment of light artil- 
ler , light dragoons, 3d, 5th, and 7th regiments of infantry, and regiment of riflemen, was sent into Fort Adams 
anc buildings attached to the fort. On, or about the 23d of October, 1809, I was directed by the commanding offi- 
cer of the post, to take charge of said troops and report their situation. I applied to Doctor Thruston, the surgeon of 
the seventh infantry, in whose charge they were left, and the only officer left with them, for a list of said men. I 
then made an examination, and found seventeen had died; the residue, except twenty, were very sick; eight or ten 
were in an open room in which they could have no fire, some of them no blanket, and almost naked; and all, with 
one or two exceptions, extremely dirty. The last of November following, fourteen more of the said troops were 
left sick at Fort Adams, which, together with those left in October, amounted to one hundred and thirty-four, from 
which sixty-eight died at said fort. ; ; 

During the last three years, there have been moored at Fort Adams, from eight to eighteen boats, that would 
carry, on an average, thirty men, public property, under the direction of the commanding officer of the post. In 
August 1809, eight or ten of said boats were despatched to New Orleans, one of which sunk on its passage. During 
the last year, from the company stationed at Fort Adams, not more than five men died: from seven companies of 
the 2d regiment of infantry stationed at Columbian Springs, not more than eight died the last year. 

In the vicinity of Fort Adams and Columbian Springs, beef, poultry, butter, eggs, and vegetables, such as the 
country produces, may be obtained at any season of the year. During my residence in the army, clothing for the 
troops has been forwarded to the commanding officers of companies six months in advance, and issued to the troops 
in the same manner. The clothing for the companies at Fort Adams and Columbian Springs arrived at said fort 
by the way of New Orleans, in July, 1809. 

E. PREBLE. 


March 16, 1810, Sworn to before me, 
S. H. SMITH. 


No. 2. 


Deposition of William D. Beall, lieutenant colonel of the 5th infantry of the army of the United States, taken by the 
committee of the House of Representatives of the United States, appointed to inquire into the cause or causes of 
the great mortality in that detacisent of the army of the United States ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


L arrived at Camp, Terre au Boeuf, 12 or 15 miles below New Orleans, on the river Mississippi, on the 12th of 
June, 1809, 

The troops were regularly encamped in tents, in two lines, covering ground about 800 yards in, length, and 75 in 
depth, (the depth of the encampment was about 175 yards.) The tents, after a while, were raised and floored with 
plank taken from the Kentucky boats which were used to transport the army from Orleans. The ground was low, 
as is the case of all in the vicinity of Orleans, and, particularly after rain, wet, and a part being cleared of the 
bushes, weeds, &c. by the troops, was muddy, and the back part, during the wet season, a little marshy. To reme- 
dy the disadvantage of such ground, ditches were cut in every direction; indeed every precaution was taken to ren- 
der the camp comfortable; the General seeming to have an eye to every circumstance, being absent from the cam 
not more than six or eight days from the 12th of June to 10th of September following. Little arbors, covered with 
palmetto, were erected at the necessary distance from each other, on the line of sentinels, that each man, in his 
place, might be screened from the piercing rays of the sun, and sheltered from the rain; and these arbors were 
also erected from right to left of the line between the front and rear, that the men might set and mess in comfort 
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and cleanliness. A ditch was dug parallel with the encampment, .in the rear, to afford a dry walk to the sentinels, 
and on which to erect the before mentioned arbors. 

I do not think half the | Sea used for the camp was cleared by the troops; this must have been an advantage 
to the proprietor, but [ rather apprehend the ditches were a disadvantage. 

A tolerable large hospital was erected of materials partly from the boats before mentioned, and partly from the 
neighboring woods, into which the most reduced men were put, under the care of a very attentive and experienced 
surgeon: some of the sick, as occasion required, were sent to the hospital at Orleans; the vessel containing medi- 
cine and hospital stores not arriving until August: as the want of these articles occurred, the general directed them 
to be procured at Orleans, as also poultry, to be given to the men most in need, at the discretion of the surgeons, , 
but the supply of this last article was not regular. A captain of the line, (captain Dale) of medical profession, was 
ordered to procure medicine, and take upon himself the usual duties of a surgeon. 

Strict attention to the sick, and their accommodation, was enjoined on the officers; care taken to separate those 
ill from the duty men, and a police officer daily appointed to scrutinize into the regularity of the camp, and the 
quality of the provision, and to report every defect, neglect, or impropriety. 

Provisions of flour, or bread, and pork, were regularly supplied, and, after a little time, beef; and when these 
were bad, remonstrances, protests, and condemnation were resorted to; and, in one instance, a purchase of 100 
barrels of flour was made by the General. Flour, in the Southern country, is apt to sour, and, ata certain season, 
it is very difficult to get good. 

On the 4th of July, a general review was made, and the troops fired and performed some evolutions tolerabl 
well; after this, symptoms of mutiny were manifested, not by an assembling of men, but a secret preparing for suc 
an event, and a threat, which was overheard by some of the more orderly men, reported. There appeared much 
dissatisfaction among many of the men, and some officers, proceeding, as I supposed, from the encampment. An 
expectation that this army would be discharged by the extra session of Congress, being disappointed, I presume, 
served to heighten discontent. _ 

There being no regular established armory or armorers, some of the arms were useless for want of repair; these, 
together with those of the sick and dead men, were delivered to the brigade quartermaster, except some instances 
where the officers chose to pack them themselves, were packed in boxes, and either transported with the troops, or 
deposited in New Orleans. ; 

The boats employed in conveying the troops and baggage up the river were four gunboats, carrying about 40 
men each, four keel boats, borrowed of the inhabitants of New Orleans, and 9 out of 11 brought down from Fort 
Adams, and repaired by the troops; one quartermaster’s boat, and one contractor’s, attending the movement. 

Previous to the embarkation, 3 companies, of the 6th infantry, under the command of Major Pike, were ordered 
to the garrison of Orleans, and between the Ist and 12th of September, the army embarked, and, making some delay 
nearly opposite the city, owing, I think, very probably, to a defect in one of the artillery boats, proceeded, on the 
23d, up the river, under the command of Major Backus, of the light dragoons. I had been taken sick about the 5th 
of September, and was moved up to Orleans the LOih, and, recovering sufficient strength, followed the army, and 
reached the troops about 50 miles up the river, and, after two or three days, took command, the General being ill in 
Orleans. Every preparation for this movement was made, which the General could command, or thought sufficient, 
and yet the sufferings were such as would excite pity in the most callous heart. ‘The men, unable to bear fatigue 
had been left at Orleans; those able, were camel on the river bank, while the boats, with the weaker part, manag 
by able men, under the direction of officers, ascended from 8 to 15 miles a day, as the wind and current would 
permit, to the best ground to be found for the accommodation of a camp. Sickness and deaths increasing as we 
progressed, a consultation of the surgeons and officers was held: the surgeons declared it useless to administer me- 
dicine in the unsettled state of the troops, and the officers urging ali reasonable haste toa place of rest, where the 
skill of the physician, and effect of medicine, might have a fair trial. Under these impressions, two hospitals were 
established, one at Point Coupee, and one at Fort Adams, where the weakest of the men were left, under the care 
of surgeons, guards, and attendants, with medicines, and hospital stores, and provisions. The loss of men in the time 
of this movement, (from the Ist to the 12th September, to the 31st of October) including the two hospitals, was near 
300 in deaths, and some desertions. 

As the boats arrived at Natchez, carriages were procured to move the sick and baggage to the intended canton- 
ment, near the town of Washington, and now, the men a little rested from their late unexampled fatigue, began to 
clean their arms, rendered rusty from the unavoidable neglect of them while on the march, and the necessary tools 
being provided, the effective men, joined by those most able of the convalescents, under the superintendence of their 
officers, began to erect huts on the ground chosen by the General, a place healthy, elegant, and convenient to springs 
of fine water. 

My knowledge of the country about Orleans is very limited, but am of opinion the ground at Terre au Boeuf was 
as eligible for a camp as any in the vicinity of the city. 

Of the propriety of continuing in the vicinity of Orleans for defence, it does not become me to speak, not having 
the information which suggested the measure. 

I doubt not the low situation of the ground about Orleans contributed to the mortality of the troops, but itis not 
improbable but the higher ground would have proved fatal too: for it is a remark, very generally received, that 
Northern constitutions undergo sickness, more or less, when subject to a fixed residence in a climate so Southern; 
and to this may be added, an almost universal acknowledgment, that the year 1809 was much more sickly than any 
for many years. 

P When I left the army at Washington, about the ~/th of November, I thought the men were recovering in a good 
egree. 

“The clothing was delivered out to the officers commanding companies, on our arrival at Washington, and, in ne- 
cessary cases, the men were supplied, but generally, I think, it was judged best to retain it till the dirty and fa- 
tiguing job of building was accomplished. 

I conjectured, from some expressions in one of the General’s letters to the Secretary of War, that an order for 
removing the camp had been given; but where to I did not understand. | 


Wasnuincron County, ss- 


Be it remembered, that, on this 2ist day of March, 1810, before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for said 
county, appeared William D. Beall, and made oath, in due form of law, that the above and foregoing facts, as stated, 
are just and true, to the best of his knowledge. 

DANIEL RAPINE. 


No. 3. 
Deposition of Doctor Alerander Macauley, March 21, 1810. 


In respect to the local situation of the camp at Terre au Boeuf, I believe it to be more healthy than the city of 
New Orleans, as I knew several officers and soldiers, who came from camp to town, get sick after being a short time 
in the latter. I have also been told by a respectable inhabjtant of that neighborhood, that Terre au Boeuf was report- 
ed the most healthy country in the vicinity of New Orleans. Jn regard to the mortality of the troops, it may be ob- 
served, that new soldiers are apt to sicken, when first embodied, although in much healthier situations; that a large 
portion of the troops were sick before the army moved from New Orleans; that many of those who are enlisted are 
of debauched habits, and weakened constitutions, and that such constitutions are little able to resist the violent at- 
tacks of the diseases on the Lower Mississippi, where the most robust habits so frequently sink; also, that the mor- 
tality amongst the citizens was very great; and I have been informed by those who had resided in that country for 
ten years, that they had never before witnessed such a fatal season. The General had issued orders authorizing 
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Doctors Spencer and Claude to make requisitions on the military agent for proper accommodations and necessaries 
for the sick, under which orders, the sick in the hospital in New Orleans, aioe I was, received such articles as 
could render them comfortable, and conduce to their recovery. I was stationed at New Orleans, and only visited 
the camp occasionally; but from what I have heard of the mortality at camp, I do believe that the army would have 
lost as many, if not more men, had they remained in New Orleans, and I thought the situation of the camp at Terre 
au Boeuf as good as any I had ever seen in that country; and from what I have heard, I do not suppose a better 
could have been selected on the territory of the United States, within one hundred and fifty miles of New Orleans. 
As far as I have been able to observe the conduct of General Wilkinson, I have ever thought him actuated by a zeal 
for the welfare of the army, and promotion of the public service; and I have frequently witnessed his humanity and 
attention to sick officers, in having them removed to his own quarters until they were out of danger. 
I certify that the foregoing statement is correct, according to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
A. MACAULEY. 


WasurincTon Ciry, March 21st, 1810. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace for the county of Washington, in the District of Colum- 
bia. this 21st day of March, 1810. ' 
DANIEL RAPINE. 


Deposition of Doctor Alexander Macauley, March 22, 1810. 


In addition to my deposition of yesterday, I must state, that considerable supplies of medicines and hospital 
stores were purchased at New Orleans, from time to time, as well for the use of the sick in the city, as for those at 
camp at ‘Terre au Boeuf; and never, to my knowledge, did any difficulty exist as to procuring them. Also, that a 
considerable supply of hospital stores and medicines arrived from the United States (I think) in the month of Au- 
gust, and that Doctors Spencer and Claude divided them: according to the best of my recollection, Doctor Claude 
took four-fifths for the use of the troops who ascended the river, and Doctor Spencer the other fifth, for the use of 
the troops at New Orleans, and in the general hospital at that place. ‘The supply consisted of several large pipes and 
casks (or hogsheads) of wine, brandy, molasses, &c. and boxes, &c. of medicine. ‘This division took place about 
the time of the removal of the troops from the camp below New Orleans, and the medicines, stores, &c. alluded to 
above. were embarked on board of the boats which ascended by or from New Orleans. 

The facts above are true, according te the best of my memory and belief. 

A. MACAULFRY. 
Wasnineton City, March 22, 1810. es 


Sworn to before me, this 22d day of March, 1810. 
W. THORNTON. 


No. 4. 


Deposition of Major Electus Backus, of the army of the United States, taken by the committee appointed by the 
House of Representatives of the United. States to inquire into the cause or causes of the great mortality in that 
detachment of the army of the United States ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


I arrived in New Orleans about the tenth of May, 1809, at which place I found that General Wilkinson, and 
most of the troops destined to that station, had arrived. 

In the beginning of the month of June, the troops were ordered to leave New Orleans, and to proceed down the 
river to Terre au Boeuf, where they were directed toencamp. At this time the waters of the Mississippi were so 
high that at many places it was overflowing the levee, which rendered the ground of our encampment wet and muddy; 
and was so surrounded with marshes and swamps, as to render it an ineligible place for an encampment. The duty 
and labor required to put the place in order was too great to be endured in so hot a climate. 

The lands on which the Sows encamped belonged to Mr. Lasuse, to whom the Brigade Quartermaster informed 
me he had paid several hundred dollars, after the removal of the army, for the use of the lands, house rent, pastur- 
age, and firewood; and that no allowance was made for any improvements made on the lands by the army, and that 
he had sold the buildings erected on the place for the benefit of the United States. 

In the month of July, General Wilkinson became alarmed at some improper expressions dropping from some of 
the soldiers, which, on examination, appeared to have been uttered from a belief that the sickness and deaths the 
army had experienced was to be attributed to the local position of the camp, and to the unremitted fatigues and 


hardships they were compelled to endure. 
The police of the camp was well attended to, and great exertions made use of to keep it clean, until the sickness 


of the soldiers became so general as to render it impracticable. | 
The provisions were such, in particular the flour, that medical men declared it sufficient to injure the health of, 


and destroy the soldier, independent of any other cause. 

The soldiers were, from four to six months without their pay, (which they are entitled to every two months. ) 
This put it out of their power to purchase fowls or vegetables, which would have contributed much to their 
comfort, particularly when sickly. ‘The reasons assigned for their not being paid were various: one of which was, 
that the Paymaster of the district did not consider it his duty to go from New Orleans to pay the troops, and there 
being no Paymasters to many of the regiments, payments could not be made; and one cause assigned by General 
Wilkinson was, that if the men were paid off before they ascended the river many would desert. 

The want of clothing was so great that many of the soldiers were almost naked; this was owing to the new 
clothing not arriving until a short time before the army moved up the river, and was not delivered to the company 
officers until after they had arrived at Washington, Mississippi Territory. Medicines and medical men some of 
the regiments were at times destitute of, in consequence of which many of the soldiers perished without having 
received little, if any, medical assistance. 

When the troops took the field in the month of June, they were well provided with tents, but the frequent rains 
to which they were exposed soon rendered them but a miserable shelter either aginst the effects of the rain or sun. 
A few of the most dangerous cases of the sick were at first put in tents pitched in the rear of their respective regi- 
ments, but before we left the encampment, the increase of sickness was so great that it was impossible (situated as 
we were) to separate the sick from the well, and they were to be found, more or less, in every tent in the line. 

In consequence of the sickness and deaths of the soldiers, the arms and accoutrements belonging to them were 
much injured, and in some instances lost, owing to there being no place in which they could be deposited or sheltered 
from the weather. 

Shelters were erected to cover the sentinels from the rays of the sun and frequent showers of rain, but were not 
completed until the month of August, prior to which time the soldiers suffered much for the want of them. About 
the first of September, orders were issued for the troops to prepare to embark on board of boats and other craft for 
Natchez, in the Mississippi Territory. ‘The public boats were collected from different quarters and repaired, some 
of which, proving unfit for service, were turned in, and private boats taken, which the owners were glad of an oppor- 
tunity of getting conveyed to Natchez free of charges, and others might have been obtained on the same terms. 
Nothing could have exceeded the joy expressed by the soldiers on this occasion: it seemed for a time to relieve the 


drooping spirits of those who were, to appearance, past all hopes of any tap 
At the time the troops commenced their march, General Wilkinson became so indisposed that he could not 


proceed with them, and remained at New Orleans. I being the only field officer with the troops, the command of 
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them devolved upon me; in which command I continued until the army arrived nearly opposite West Florida. 
Between the 20th and 31st of October, the troops arrived at Natchez, leaving upwards of one hundred of their sick 
at Point Coupee, and many others at Fort Adams, at both of which places the greater part died. After the army 
arrived at their place of destination, the weather became cool, and those that were in a low state of health died, and 
the remainder became convalescent. 

The troops were much relieved at this place by a plentiful market. both in fresh provisions and vegetables, which 
sold one hundred per cent. cheaper than in New Orleans, or its territory. 

The inhabitants of Washington and its vicinity received the army with much affection, and treated them with 
more attention and friendship than they had hitherto experienced on that southern station. The complaints of the 
officers did not differ from that of the men, except the scurvy. 

A supply of fresh provisions and vegetables were not to be procured in the neighborhood of the campat Terre au 
Boeuf, or not short of the New Orleans market. - 

Question. Could boats have been procured at New Orieans sufficient to convey the troops to Fort Adams or 
Natchez at any time between the 14th of June and the 10th of September? 

Answer. I think they could. 

Question. What was the quality of the provisions, particularly the flour, with which the army were supplied 
during the encampment at Terre au Boeuf ? 

Answer. Bad, generally, particularly the flour, which was frequently sour, mouldy, in lumps, and sometimes 
full of bugs and worms. 

Question. - Was the army in a sickly state at the time of removal from New Orleans to Terre au Boeuf, and 
were the sick removed? 

Answer. There was some sickness. ‘Those who were most ill were left in the hospital at New Orleans. 

Question. Do you believe that, at the time the troops were using the bad provisions a sufficient supply of good 
and wholesome provisions could have been procured at New Orleans? 

Answer. I believe they could. ‘The General did procure one hundred barrels of good flour for the army. 

Question. What proportion of the army were generally ordered on fatigue duty? 

Answer. One half of those in health were generally on fatigue duty. Sometimes it was necessary to take men 
who were not in health to furnish the details of guard duty. 

Question. At what time did the fatigue duty cease? 

Answer. Not until the latter part of August. 

Question. _What kind of labor were the last fatigue parties engaged in? 

Answer. Building guard houses, shelters for the sentries, and clearing the ground. 

Question. During how long a period were the men obliged to sleep on the ground? 

Answer. Many of them from three to four weeks; during which time, there being no straw, they had but a 
single blanket and such palmetto leaves as they could collect to keep them from the damp ground, after which the 
tents were generally floored with boards from the boats which had conveyed the troops from New Orleans. 

Question. At what time was. it first known in the camp that orders had been received for the removal of the 
army? 

newer. Sometime in the month of August. 

Question. “What other inconveniences besides those specified in the deposition were experienced in the encamp- 
ment at Terre au Boeuf P 

Answer. The troops experienced great annoyance from the innumerable quantity of mosquitoes, which were 
particularly afflicting to the sick. They suffered also very much from the continual rains. 

Question. Were you not informed by the Paymaster that he had sufficient funds in his hands to pay off the men? 

Answer. I was informed by Mr. Knight that he had the funds, and that, if the men would stop opposite New 
Orleans on their way up the river, he would pay them off. 

Question. Did you not halt — New Orleans, and make application for that purpose? 

Answer. The troops halted there three days, and I spoke to General Wilkinson on the subject: he replied that 
the men could not be paid, as, if they were paid off, they would desert. 

+ ge me Was there an acting military agent at New Orleans at the time the troops were there on their way 
up the river? 

. Answer. I believe the Brigade Quartermaster did that duty. 

Question. _Were you provided with funds to defray incidental expenses in conveying the troops up to Natchez? 

Answer. We were not. General Wilkinson directed me to take the army up the river, informing me, at the 
same time, that there was not a dollar in the Quartermaster’s Department to defray any extra expenses; that I must 
take them as they were. On our arrival at Point Coupee an hospital was formed, and about one hundred of the 
sick left there. There being no necessary supplies to leave with them, a subscription was made by the officers, and 
upwards of one hundred dollars raised and left with the surgeon, for the purpose of supplying the sick with those 
articles of which they stood in need, such as fowls, vegetables, &c. 

Question. Did General Wilkinson consult any of his officers in selecting ‘Terre au Boeuf as the place of 


encampment? ‘ onde 
Answer. Colonel Smyth and some other officers went down with General Wilkinson to see Terre au Boeuf, but 


1 cannot say how far he consulted them. ; 
Question. Was there dissatisfaction among the officers and men at Terre au Boeuf, and from what cause did it 


arise? 

Answer. ‘There was. It appeared to arise from the unhealthiness of the place, the sufferings of the troops, and 
the badness of the supplies. Many of the officers signed a petition in the month of July to the General, to remove 
the army, which was withheld in consequence of his disapproving of it, and declaring he would not remove the troops 
until he received orders so to do. 

Question. When you mention that the last fatigue parties were employed in clearing up the ground, in what 
manner were they so employed? 

Answer. Insmoothing the ground by taking up stumps, and filling up holes and ditches. 

Question. _What quantity of wood land was cleared by the troops? 

Answer. I should judge that there were between twenty and thirty acres of new land cleared by them. 


Wasuincton County, 88. ; 
On this 5th day of April, 1810, before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for said county, appeared Electus 

Backus, and made oath, in due form of law, that the facts stated in the foregoing instrument of writing, which came 

within his personal knowledge, are true, and those related from the information of others he believes to be true. 


Sworn before me, 
DANIEL RAPINE. 


No. 5. 


Examination of Captain George Peter, before the committee appointed ** to sagas. into the cause or causes of the 
mortality in that detachment of the army ordered for the defence of New Orleans,” taken April 9th, 1810. 


Question. At what time did you arrive at New Orleans? ; ) 
Answer. I think it was between the 26th and 28th of March, 1809, that I arrived there with five companies. 


Question. What was the condition of the army during their stay in New Orleans, both as it respects their health 
and accommodations? 
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Answer. A part of the troops were quartered in the barracks, a part in the fauxbourg St. Mary, and a part in 
the city. ‘The number of the sick increased daily during their stay, which I attributed to their intemperance, to 
the badness of their provisions, and to the want of discipline and subordination. 

Question. What was the ty of the provisions with which the troops were supplied? 

Answer. Of the most inferior kinds, of every description: the bread musty, the fresh beef so poor that it was 
not fit to be issued, and the pork rusty. Lhave frequently known the troops to throw the pork away. The com- 

laints respecting the provisions were so frequent that I made a representation to General Wilkinson on the subject. 
fe informed me that he would take measures to have better provisions provided: but during my stay I saw little or 
no improvement. 

Question. What appeared to be the most prevalent diseases during the stay of the troops in New Orleans? 

Answer. The dysentery, but not of a very malignant nature, and fevers. Of the corps of light artillery I believe 
only two men died during their stay in New Orleans. 

Question. ‘To what cause or causes did you attribute the want of discipline and subordination to which you 
have alluded? 

Answer. ‘To the dispersed situation of the troops in the city of New Orleans, and the impossibility of keeping 
them within proper bounds. 

Question. Is it your opinion that, on the arrival of the troops and during their stay at New Orleans, such a 
disposition of them could have been made as would have been more favorable to discipline and subordination, and 
without incurring any additional expense? 

Answer. I think a greater number of the troops might have been quartered in the barracks, and -the remainder 
in the fauxbourg of St. Mary, which would have enabled the officers to have kept their men in better order, but 
wouldnot have curtailed the expenses much: or, if the troops had been encamped on the plains of the fauxbourg 
St. Mary, with proper flooring to their tents, the officers would have had an opportunity of keeping up subordina- 
tion and discipline, preventing intemperance, and would have saved to the Government a prodigious expense. 

Question. Is it your opinion that the encampment of the troops, agreeably to your last suggestion, would have 
been equally, or more eligible, than their encampment at Terre au Boeuf? 

Answer. I think it would have been more eligible. Drier ground might have been selected, having the swamp 
at a much greater distance; vegetables might have been procured in abundance, also milk and fresh provisions, 
with hospitals sufficiently commodious for the accommodation of the sick. 

Question. What time did you leave New Orleans for Terre au Boeuf? 

Answer. About the Ist of June an order directing a detachment of the troops consisting of three companies of 
light artillery, one of dragoons, one of riflemen, one of the third, one of the fifth, and one of the sixth infantry, under 
the command of Major Pike, was issued. Between the 3d and 5th of June, this detachment fell down to the head 
of the English Turn, for the purpose of preparing the ground for the accommodation of the corps of light artillery, 
the regiment of dragoons, regiment of riflemen, the third, fifth, sixth, and seventh regiments of infantry, consisting 
in the whole of about two thousand men. 

Question. In what state did you find the ground intended for the encampment? 

Answer. From the right to the centre the ground was as dry as it is generally below the city of New Orleans; 
but from the centre to the left it was swampy. The first part had been cleared, but the last was covered with 
wiliows and palmettos. 

Question. At what time did the main body arrive at the encampment? 

Answer. Between the 9th and 11th of June. 

Question. Was the ground prepared for their encampment when they arrived? 

Answer. A part of the left was not cleared, and but little ditching done. A part of the officers and two or 
three companies of the men had flooring for their tents, the remainder were pitched upon the ground. 

Question. What was the reason that a part of the men had flooring for their tents, and the remainder had not? 

Answer. I recollect but twe companies that were so provided, and the plank for those were procured at New 
Orleans by the officers, in part at their owa expense. 

Question. At what time did you leave the camp at Terre au Boeuf? 

Answer. On the morning of the 12th of June. 

Question. How long did you serve in the army of the United States? 

Answer. I entered the army in 1799, as a lieutenant of infantry; in 1801, was appointed a lieutenant in the 
second regiment of artillerists and engineers; in 1802, at the organization of the peace establishment, arranged to 
the corps of artillerists as a lieutenant;.in 1807, promoted toa captaincy in the same corps; and in 1808, at the 
request of the Secretary of War, transferred to the regiment of light artillery. I resigned my commission on the 
1ith of June, 1809. 

Question. Where have you generaliy served during the time you have been in the army? 

Answer. On the sea-board; on the northern lakes; on the Ohio, Missouri, and at New Orleans, in 1807 and 
1809. 


County or Wasutincron, /o wit: 


On the 11th day of April, 1810, Captain George Peter came before me, a justice of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God that the foregoing answers is a correct state- 
ment of facts, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

THOMAS CORCORAN, 


No. 6. 


Deposition of Captain John Darrington, af the United States’ army, taken by the committee appointed by the 
House of Representatives of the United States, to inquire into the causes of the great mortality in that detach- 
ment of the army of the United States ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


I joined the army in New Orleans about the first of April, 1809, and was never absent from it until February, 
1810. Soon after my arrival in New Orleans, I discovered that the number of our sick began rapidly to increase. 
The prevalent complaint appeared to be the diarrhoea; it attacked indiscriminately both officers and privates; at 
this time the deaths were but few in proportion to the number sick. The most dangerous among the sick were 
provided with hospitals, in which they were well attended to. ‘This diarrhoea was ascribed by our physicians to 
medicinal effects of the waters of the Mississippi. 

The last of May we were directed to prepare for leaving New Orleans. On the 3d of June a camp forming 
arty, consisting of the whole of the light artillery, and the strongest company of the remaining corps, was despatched 
or Tae au Boeuf. On the 10th of the same month the whole army tilewed, and on that and the succeeding day 

arrived at Terre au Boeufs at this time [ conjectured that about one-third of our army were on the sick reports. 
Although our camp forming party had used every industry, the ground was not in readiness. The tents were 
pitched in front in the skirt of an old field. From the centre of our encampment to the right had originally been 
cleared, but was then mostly overgrown with small trees, weeds, &c.; the ground damp; from the centre to the 
left still remained in its primitive state, and having never been ditched was as yet a marsh. Immediately in the rear 
was an impassable swamp. ‘The left of the encampment was on the bank of the river, and partly parallel with it, 
but the river turning nearly at right angles threw the right at a considerable distance. ‘To render this place suita- 
ble as soon as possible for the purpose intended, a fatigue of two hundred and twenty men was ordered; this party 
soon cleared off the trees on the line marked out. When the tents were permanently pitched, the General informed 
us, that, after having employed several days in inspecting the country in the vicinity of New Orleans, he had selected 
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this place as the most eligible for the encampment. Our fatigue party continued to clear the land at the distance 
of one hundred yards in the rear; after which they were pee in digging ditches in the intervals between the 
regiments, into which ditches were run drains leading from the front of the tents. ‘This labor [ conceived indispen- 
sable, from motives of self defence; otherwise, during the rainy seasons a portion of our encampment would have been 
inundated. ‘The severest duty performed by our fatigue was the digging of a canal in the rear, extending the whole 
length of the line, on the banks of which canal was thrown up a permanent levee. This labor, to the best of my recol- 
lection, was not commenced until the middle of July, and not finished until in August. Had it been the intention of 
Government, (as General Wilkinson suggested as probable) to have made this place a permanent cantonment, the 
canal, together with its levee, would have been of utility as a safeguard against the ensuing season; but if, on the 
contrary, the place had been selected fora temporary purpose, I should say this labor was not necessary. The 
provisions were at no time such as could be esteemed good, and frequently so inferior, that nothing but necessity 
could justify the use of them. On this subject frequent complaints were made to General Wilkinson. At first he 
attended to them; the provisions were inspected and condemned; it was also said he purchased a hundred barrels 
of flour; the evil, however, stil! continued; complaints were again made, but without producing any effect; the 
General replying, that better provisions could not be had; after this, further complaints were deemed useless. ‘The 
constant use of damaged provisions was no doubt the primitive cause of that horrid and destructive disease termed 
the scurvy. Our market furnished but a scanty supply of either fresh provisions or vegetables, which sold from a 
hundred to a hundred and fifty per cent. higher than at our present cantonment, (Washington, Mississippi terri- 
tory.) Besides, the men did not derive as much advantage from this scanty and exorbitant market as they might, 
had they been regularly paid. 

Our details were so arranged that one third of the army were on duty each day. This arrangement continuing, 
without a diminution in proportion to the increase of sickness, soon brought those reported for duty, on duty every 
other day, and it not unfreguently happened, that, to supply the details, sick men were furnished. For the first 
month most of the tents were without floors; and as the army was not furnished with straw, the bedding of the soldiers 
consisted in a single blanket. In this situation they were obliged to sleep on the ground, which, during the month 
of June and the greater part of July, was constantly damp, and in places for a short time imundated by water. If I 
recollect accurately, from the middle of June to the last of July, there were but few days without rain, and gene- 
rally several showers in the same day; during this period and for some time after, the sentinels were unprovided 
with any description of shelter to protect them either against the rain or sun. ‘The sentinels in the rear of the 
encampment, until the middle of July, were over their shoes in mud and water, and the fatigue party employed in 
the same place, in digging the canal, constantly worked in mud and water. 

On our first arrival at Terre au Boeuf, General Wilkinson gave directions for the erection of a hospital; but, 
trom what cause I am not able to say, the work progressed slowly, and was not finished until a short time before 
our movement, and when finished was not capable of holding more than sixty or eighty men. We were generally 
without hospital stores, and when we had them they were in such small quantities as to be of little service. The 
number of our sick was so great, that it becaine impossible for the few physicians we had to attend to them, and it 
sometimes occurred, that men died without ever having received any description of medical assistance. ‘The phy- 
sicians complained much of the want of medicines, and also, that, from the exposed situation of their patients, the 
medicine pe on mre frequently proved injurious. ‘The sick and the well lived in the same tents; they generally 
subsisted on the same provisions; were equally exposed to the constant and incessant torrents of rain, to the scorch- 
ing heat of the sun, and during the night to the attacks of numberless mosquitoes. ‘They manifested the pains and 
sufferings they experienced by shrieks and groans, which, during the silence of the night, were distinctly to be 
heard from one end of the line to the other. It is my candid belief the mosquitoes produced more misery than any other 
cause. In the night the air was filled with them, and not a man was provided with any thing like a bar or net. 
Thus situated, the sufferings of the unfortunate sick, who were too weak to defend themselves, can perhaps be 
better imagined than descvibed. : 

Between the 5th and 10th of July, the officers, rn yoy by motives of humanity, from the lamentable and dis- 
tressing situations of the camp, petitioned the General for its removal. I was the bearer of the petition. I met 
with him on the parade and informed him of my business. At first he appeared to be much astonished; observed 
that a removal was impossible; that there he had been sent, and there he should remain until ordered away by 
competent authority. He afterwards made use of a few harsh expressions, such as that the officers were crazy, &c. 
I did not put into his hands the petition, because I perceived it would have no effect. I then retarned, and reported 
the result. After this all prospect of a removal ceased. In the latter end of July it was rumored that orders had 
been received from the Secretary of War for our removal, and in the latter end of August, these orders were made 
public. On this occasion the troops manifested the greatest joy; they seemed to have forgotten all that was passed, 
and became impatient for the arrival of the day on which they were to leave Terre au Boeuf. The first of September, 
orders were issued to prepare for ascending the river, and between the seventh and eighteenth commenced their 
ascent by detachments. 

On the 20th the army was concentrated oppesite New Orleans. Here a halt of two days ensued, to repair the boats. 
A few of the boats were found unfit for the voyage; but their places were immediately supplied by others belong- 
ing to citizens, who, it was said, charged nothing, being glad of an opportunity of getting them to Natchez. On the 
23d, after sending a few of our sick to New Orleans, a general movement took place; many more of the sick could 
have been sent, but we were informed the hospitals could not contain them. The men were crowded in such 
numbers in the boats, as to preclude every thing like comfort. In many of the boats were two and three companies. 
This was-an evil which could not be remedied: for, had our boats been multiplied, I do not think we should have 
been able to manage them. In the boat in which I ascended, were three companies, and it was with difficulty I 
could ever get more than twelve or fifteen men at the oars. For the first few days after we commenced our ascent, 
the number ef deaths were not more than usual. Afterwards they began to imcrease, and before we arrived at 
Point Coupee, it became a first duty at our nightly encampments to bury those who had died during the day, and 
in the morning to bury those who had died during the night. This last rite consisted in wrapping them in their 
blankets and covering them with two or three feet of earth. On the 3d of October, we arrived at Point Coupee. 
At this place the establishment of a hospital was deemed indispensable; there being no public funds, the hospital 
was erected by the voluntary donations of the officers. At this place upwards of a hundred men were left. On 
the 17th, the army reached fort Adams; here another hospital was established. ‘The last of October they arrived 
at Natchez, and were immediately removed to their intended encampment. As no arrangement had been made 
for the procuring of a hospital, the situation of the sick still continued to be miserable; they were crowded together 
in tents, and lay on the bare ground, exposed to the rain and cold. A small quantity of straw was procured, but 
not sufficient for the twentieth part. In this situation numbers cied daily. The last of November a few of the 
most dangerous were sent to Washington, where houses had been rented as hospitals. About the middle of Decem- 
ber deaths began to decrease, as the greater part of those, who, on their arrival, were much reduced, had died, and 
the others had become convalescent. On the 18th of December, General Wilkinson was relieved by General Hamp- 
ton, who adopted the most prompt measures to render the situation of the army as desirable as possible. ‘The police 
of the camp, which before had been neglected, and for the want of which the camp had become extremely offensive, 
was immediately attended to; measures were also taken for the erection of a large and commodious hospital, and 
also for the payment of the troops. He advanced from his own pocket one month’s pay. The troops had from 
four to six months’ due them. Why payment had thus been delayed I cannot say. Had the men been paid on 
their arrival, it certainly would have been of immense advantage, as the country furnished ample supplies of vege - 
tables and fresh provisions, which sold on reasonable terms. By returns received from the hospitals established on 
our ascent, it appears that most of the sick left in them died. Another cause of suffering which | before omitted 
to mention was the want of clothing; this was because the new clothing did not arrive till late in August, and was 
not delivered to the company officers until after their arrival at Washington. It will not perhaps be improper to state, 
that when we were opposite New Orleans, a paper was presented by a friend of General Wilkinson for the signa- 
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tures of the officers. From my own impressions at that time, and I believe the impressions of others were similar 
to my own, I did not hesitate to sign it; the purport of this paper was the approving of the General’s conduct. The 
General was the first military officer in the United States, of long standing, and of course carried with him the 
confidence of the Government. Besides, he had impressed on our minds a belief, that the misfortunes we had 
experienced were alone attributable to Government; that he had ever acted in conformity to orders. We could 
not coubt the words of our General. Many signed it. 

JOHN DARRINGTON, Captain 3d Regiment Infantry. 


Miterrogatories put to Captain John Darrington, by the Committee, with his answers. 


Question. Could boats have been procured at New Orleans sufficient to convey the troops to Fort Adams or 
Natchez, at any time between the 14th of June and 10th of September? 
Answer. I suppose that boats could have been had. There are many boats employed in the river, and I think 


they might have been procured on reasonable terms. ; ; ; 
Question. What was the quality of the provisions, particularly the flour, with which the army were supplied 


during the encampment at Terre au Boeuf? f ; 

Answer. ‘The flour was always bad, with the exception of one hundred barrels purchased by General Wilkin- 
son. It was generally mouldy, sour, and frequently filled with bugs and worms. A small proportion of the pork 
was good, and also a small proportion of the fresh beef. . 

Question. Dv you believe that, at the time the troops were using the bad provisions, a sufficient supply of good 
and wholesome provisions could have been procured at New Orleans? 

Answer. I suppose it might. 

Questioy. At what time did the fatigue duty cease? 

Answer. The records of the army show it ceased on the 7th of September. 

Question. Had oy reason to believe there were funds in the hands of the paymaster at New Orleans, suffi- 
cient for paying off the troops? 

Answer. Yes. I had command of the third regiment, and issued an order to the paymaster of that regiment, 
to meet us when we should arrive opposite New Orleans, and pay off the men, which he complied with. 

Question. Were you provided with funds to defray incidental expenses in conveying the troops up to Natchez? 

Answer. We were not. ‘The expenses incurred whilst I had command of the army, I was obliged to defray 
from my own pocket. 

Question. What quantity of wood-land was cleared by the troops? 

Answer. I suppose about thirty acres. 

Question. Do you not suppose the value of the land was enhanced by the labor done on it by the troops? 

Answer. Yes. The cleared land was prepared for cultivation, and the uncleared land in the vicinity was 


drained by the canal and ditches in the rear of the camp. 
Question. How many men did you lose out of your company during your encampment at Terre au Boeuf? 


Answer. None. 

Question. Were your men encamped on more favorable ground than the other part of the army generally? 

Answer. ‘They were not; my company occupied its proper place in the line. 

Question. How many of your men were generally fit for duty while at Terre au Boeuf? 

Answer. The number of those in my company fit for duty seldom exceeded five. 

Question. How many of the men died on board of your boat, while ascending the river? 

Answer. Of the three companies on board my boat, | think about one third died, including those left in the 
hospitals established on our way up. 


Question. Did you receive the necessary clothing for your memes ; ; 
Answer. The clothing for my company arrived at Camden, in South Carolina, during my absence. I receipted 


for it at Charleston, but being ordered for New Orleans, and not being able to get it from Camden in time, I was 
obliged to sail for New Orleans, leaving it behind. After my arrival at New Orleans, I wrote to the assistant mili- 
tary agent at Charleston, stating the situation of my company, and requesting him to forward on my clothing. He 
sent one cask, which I received in the month of July. 

Question. Was the General attentive to the ik at Terre au Boeuf? 

Answer. He was particularly attentive to my company; with respect to the remainder of the army, [ cannot say. 

Question. Was your company provided with quarters on their arrival at New Orleans? 

Answer. ‘They were not. On my arrival, [ reported myself to the commanding officer; he referred me to the 
military agent for quarters. I went in search of the agent, but could not find him. I sent my ensign in search of 
him; he informed me that he had found the agent, who directed him to look out for quarters wherever they could be 
procured, and he would pay for them. ‘The ensign accordingly found quarters, and the troops were removed from 
the transport after a detention on board for two or three days. 

Question. From the state of the army at Terre au Beeuf on the 20th of July, if preparations had immediately 
commenced for a removal, how soon do you believe a movement of the army up the river might have commenced? 

Answer. I am of the opinion, that, if proper measures had been immediately adopted, a movement might have 
been made in five or six days. 

Question. What were the arrangements ultimately adopted? 

Answer. I think the public boats arrived from fort Adams early in August. They were at first ordered to be 


repaired by general detail, but the repairs went on slowly: about the last of August, or the beginning of September, 
they were divided among the commanding officers of corps, who undertook to finish their repairs, which were soon 
completed. I reported myself ready for moving in two days after receiving my boats. 


Wasuincton County, 83. 

On this 11th day of April, 1810, appeared before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for said county, Captain 
-vhn Darrington, and made oath, in due form of law, that the foregoing depositions and answers to the interroga- 
‘ries, are just and accurate, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

DANIEL RAPINE. 


No. 7. 


Leposition of Colonel Alexander Parker, taken by the Committee appointed by the House of Representatives of the 
/nited States, to inquire into the cause or causes of the great mortality in that detachment of the army of the 


United States ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


January 30, 1809, I received orders from Gen. Wilkinson, to sail from Norfolk to New Orleans, and report my- 
self, or take command, as the rank of the officer I found there would justify. 

On the third of February, did sail with twe transport ships, with about 300 troops on board; arrived and took 
command at New Orleans, on the 26th of March; the troops generally in good health. The General did not arrive 


until the 20th of April, the command, of course, then devolved on him. 
A general order was issued, on the 31st of May, for the brigade quartermaster to have 50 axes, 50 spades, 50 picks, 


50 mattocks, 50 hatchets, 6 briar scythes, 4 mauls, 4 pair of iron wedges, 12 handbarrows, and the same quantity of 
rakes, ready for service on Friday morning. 
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On the Ist of June, shallops were ordered. to be in readiness to.remove'a detachment from. the arniy, consisting 
of 500 men, under the command of Major Pike, ‘with fifteen days’.provisions, and all the tools, menti in the 
foregoing orders, to prepare an encampment at Terre au. Boeuf, for the reception of thé army, asa generabmove- 
ment would take place in the course of a week. Accordingly, on the 9th, the troops. lid: embark; -and-proceeded 
down the river about twelve miles, to this new. encampment. On-the 11th, a general order-was issaed at. Terre au 
Beeuf, for a fatigue party to be daily furnished, consisting of-one field. officer, two Saptaynny tongs eteeltetee Set 
sergeants, eight corpora a, sud two hundred privates. .The 5th of July, I Jeft the encampment of Terre au’ Boouf to 
return to the city of Washington; at which time I think there were 600 soldiers returned onthe ¢ick -ist—reference - 
to the inspector’s return will ascertain the exact number. ‘The causes of such numbers being sick [attribute-to the 
following reasons: Ist, The impurity of the waters of the Mississippi, which the soldiers were obliged. touse wit 
being filtered. 2d. The camp being mostly inundated by heavy rains.and the waters from the Mississippi. ‘3d. The 
great tatigue the soldiers underwent.in reclaiming that encampment, and lying onythe wet. ground, ‘hey t 
furnished witli a sufficiency either of straw or boards. 4th. The provisions that.were issued-by theCo fy, were 
generally damaged and unfit for use. 5th. The great scarcity of vegetables, so'conducive to the health and-comfort of 
soldiers in that warm climate- ’ vais stingy, Wi; 
A. PARKER. © 





Interrogatories put to Colonel Alexander Parker, by the Committee appointed to inquire into the cause or causes. of 
the mértality in that detachment of the army ordered for the Pm 8: of New Orleans, with his. answers... ° 

Question. “What rank did you hold in the army at New Orleans? Pe eT Re ee I 

Answer. I commanded the army from the time of my arrival until the arrival of Gen. Wilkinson; from "which 
time. until I left the army at Terre au Boeuf, I was second in command. a Bae ae a eS 

Question. What was the condition of the army during their stay at. New Orleans, both as it respects theirhealth 
and accommodations? 4 : ; J ANI PO 

Answer. ‘The troops generally arrived there in good health, but sickness soon. commenced, and rapidlyincreas- 
ed amongst them; their accommodations, as to barracks abd-quarters, were comfortable; the provisions, flour, pork,. 
and beef, were generally bad, of the meanest kind, and unfit for use. y, Spite i 

Question, Was there a sufficiency of sound and wholesome provisions in New Orleans, which might have been 
procured for the support of the troops? =~ _ : ts yA * Raed SS 
scone There was generally a supply in the market of good and wholesome provisions, particularly flour and 
ork. aa 
' Questien. Did the market of New Orleans furnish am abundance of fresh provisions and-vegetables? 

Answer. The fresh provisions were generally poor, the vegetables were abundant. ©... 

Question. Did you examine the site of encampment at Terre au Boeuf before the troops removed there? 

Answer. I had passed by the place in going up the river, but never examined it with a view to an encampment. 

Question. Were you, or any other of the officers within your knowledge, ever consulted as to the propriety ‘of 
fixing on Terre au Boeuf as the place of encampment? ; 

Answer. I was not, nor do I believe that any of the officers were. ; if 

Question. Did you consider Terre au Boeuf as an eligible position for-an encampment with a view to thede- 
fence of New Orleans, if the position had been a healthy one? Psu 

Answer. The position is not a military one, but is as much so as any other in that low country. , 

Question. Do you believe a healthy situation might have been selected in the high lands, and which would have 
been equally or more advantageous with a view'to the defence of New Orleans? 3 SERS s 

Answer. I believe the situation of the present encampment at Washington may be considered, as a military po- 
sition, in every point of view, more eligible, and better calculated, for the defence of New Orleans, than Terre au 
Beeuf, or any other in that country, within the jurisdiction of the United States. I have many reasons for thinki 
so, among which the following may be considered as the principal: an invading army landing on the Mobile an 
taking possession of the heights of the Mississippi, could easily cut off all supplies from New Orleans, and, with a 
small naval force at the mouth of the. Mississippi, would block up the low.country so completely, as to’ render it 
wholly impossible for an army to subsist there. ‘The health of the troops would be much better preserved, and they 
could, at any time, move down the river in three days with great facility in case of necessity. Pin oe a ; 

Question. Do ~ recollect whether any opinions were expressed among the officers, previous to the ponte at 
Terre au Boeuf, relative to the superior advantages of the upper country over that position, and whether. those opi- 
nions were communicated to the General ? oo estore 

Answer. The officers frequently conversed among themselves on that subject, but.I do not know that they com- 
municated their opinions to the General. [ pointed out the advantages which | conceived the upper country possess- 
ed to the General; he replied that he was fully apprised of the situation, but that he was limited in liis orders, and . 
could not leave New Orleans uncovered. : 

Question. Do you recollect whether any opinions were expressed among the officers, while at ‘Terre au Boeuf, 
in favor of the removal of the troops up the river, and whether those opinions were communicated ‘to the General, 
and at what time? ; ae 3 ‘¢ ' 

Answer. They were daily expressing such a wish to me, and often desired'me to communicate their wishes ‘to 
the General, and press him for a removal.._ I did mention to the General, about the last of June, or’the first of July, 
the necessity of removing the troops from that encampment to the upper country; his reply was nearly. similar tothe 
one he gave me before—that he was restricted in his powers, and could not leave New Orleans uncovered. — » - 

Question. When you left the encampment, were the troops regularly paid’ up? ; . ray 

Answer. According to the best of my recollection, there was not more than two months’ pay due the troops ge- 
nerally when I left there. ls ere 

Question. Do you know whether the paymaster at New Orleans had funds in his hands for the payment of the 
troops: ec CA 

Answer. . He informed me, some time in the month-of June, that he had received a draft, and had funds. in his 
hands. He had been in a very low state of health for some time, and remained so when I left there, which disabled 
him from transacting any kind of business. ‘ CHAE PE OE 

Question. Do you not think the fatigue parties were too large in proportion to the strength of the army, and that 
the excessive fatigue thereby imposed on the troops, contributed very much to increase the sickness and deaths?» 

Answer. It is my opinion that the details for fatigue and:camp duty were much too great for the well part of 
the troops to perform, and that it was one great cause of the mortality. : ww 

: een Were the ditches and other improvements made in the camp absolutely necessary for the accommoda- 
tion of the troo ' 

Answer. They were certainly of great service in drainin We proud, and making it more dry and comfortable. 

Question. Do you think the work-done by the troops ered the land more valuable-to the proprietor? 
Answer. ‘There can be no doubt but its value was improved by draining and clearing it. 

Question. In what state did you find the ground intended for the encampment? . 

Answer. ‘The ground on which the right wing of the army was encamped, had once’ been cleared, but was co- 
vered with brambles :and underwood. On the left it was a perfect bog, and. uncteared. RT er 

Question. Was there time Sufficient for the 08 forming party. under Major Pike, to have’completed the pre- 
parations for encampment, previous to the removal of the main body to Terre au Boouf? Fre 4 Bou Se | 

Answer. I think there was not. He moved witlhis party on the first’ of June, and the main body moved on 
the et It would have taken the party under his cominatid a tnonth or six weeks to put the ground in any tole- 
rable order. , OS see ja Ey a 
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een. Pea neh oe place onan for Lencamensent much infested with mosquitoes, &c.? 

er. was. mosqui gnats, and reptiles, were so numerous, as to be i i 

and was a a apes of their other sufferings. orks DE ae nee nm, 
ere 


Question. | | the troops oy pe with the necessary hospital stores? 
Answer. They were not, and the troops suffered much in consequence of the want of them. Many of the men 


gma a marine received any ad from pe gi stores. 
_ Question. as it not within the power of the General to order the military agent to furnish t > hos 
esr’ stores ang eer: em for ue use at Se troops? ahi ns eneneny fee 
nswer, e General may at all times draw on the military agent for any quantity of st r be fi 
necessary for the use of the troops. — ab 4 _— me ent 
Question. Do you know whether the military agent had funds in his hands to meet such drafts? 
Answer. About the last of April, he had considerable funds in his hands. I cannot say what his disbursements 
were after that paced. p 
a - at were = ree 8 ap ae in the army while you were there? 
Answer. Dysenteries and diarrhoea. ese disorders were increased by the d S er hi 
the Wats mele opeataes: increased by the dampness of the ground on which 
a “ ang e ——- of the Mississippi Je ae am as wholesome? 
Answer. When filter e water is considered as wholesome, but, in the state in which th ere obli 
to use it, it was considered by medical men as very unwholesome. Re a a 
Question. Could not the men have been supplied with a sufficient quantity of filtered water? 
Answer.’ A sufficient quantity of filtering stones could not have been had, but a good substitute might have been 


found in sand or charcoal. p ; 
Question. Were the sentries provided with the necessary shelters to preserve them from the effects of the sun, 


rain, and dews? . 
Answer. They were not, during my stay there. ‘There were sentinels who fell on their posts from the effects of 


the sun, or other cause, and expired very suddenly. : 
estion. Is it_your opinion that a sufficient number of boats could at any time have been procured at New Or- 


leans, for the purpose of conveying the troops up the river? 
Answer. At all times, a number of boats might have been procured, but whether in sufficient numbers to have 


er all we rece at once, | = = able to =y. 

uestion. Is it your opinion that the troops might have been encamped on the plains of the Fau s 

and that, if they had been so encamped, their situation would have ain eli tble than it was at Ps Bat 
Answer. 1 am under the impression that the ground would not have been sufficiently extensive for an encamp- 

ment. If it would, it ssed inany advantages, such as its being drier, and the facility of procuring vegetables and 

other necessary supphes; but I am under the.impression, that. from its vicinity to the town, it would have been im- 

possible to have restrained the men, and prevented them from entering into all the vices common in large towns 
Question. Was the police of the camp such as to keep it sufficiently clean? : 
Answer. The police officers were sufficiently strict; but the low situation of the ground caused a frequent over- 

flowing of the sinks, and produced a very great stench, which was extremely offensive throughout the camp. 
Question. In the state in which the army was, at Terre au. Boeuf, do you believe it could have made any serious 

upposition against even a small invading force? 

_ Answer. It is my opinion that our troops were so emaciated and reduced by sickness, the climate, and the want 
ut ae nentinetant, that they could have made but a very feeble opposition, against even a small military force, 


in health and well organized. 
estion. Were the mosquito bars or nets necessary for the troops, particularly for the sick, and were they pro- 


vided? 

Answer. Nets were absolutely necessary for the accommodation of the army. When I left that count fe 
nets were provided for the sick at the New Orleans Hospital, I was informed by the military agent that he cither 
had im hand ten thousand dollars, for the purpose of purchasing mosquito nets, or that he was o ered by the Secre- 
tary of War to pews for the army, at New Orleans, to the amount of ten thousand dollars. 


Question. hat was the price of mosquito nets ? 
Good nets for the soldiers mght have been purchased for two dollars and fifty cents. 


Answer. 
Question. Did any cause or causes exist, within your Knowledge, to impose an imperious duty on the command - 


er to encamp in the vicinity of New Orleans? 


Answer. None within my knowledge.- _ 2! 

Question. Were there any wa of discontent manifested at New Orleans, which could require the deten- 
tion of the army at Terre au Boeuf 

Answer. The citizens of New Orleans were peaceable, aud appeared to be well disposed to the Government. I 
heard of no-dissatisfaction, nor murmurs of any kind. : 

Question. Did any reasonable apprehensions exist, from the influx of refugees from Cuba, that could require the 


presence of av armyr ; . 
Answer. No apprehensions were entertained that I heard of. I had none. 
Admitting that symptoms of discontent had been manifested, would not an encampment of the army 


Question. L ( 
in the high lands.have given to the Government the surest and most certain means of overthrowing any thing like 


opposition * “en An e : : ; 
Raber. L am decidedly of epinion, that, as a military position, the high lands, in every point of view, may be 
considered as the most eligible for the protection and defence of New Orleans, and that the encampment of the 
army, in the higher country, would afford the most certain means of quelling any thing like opposition to the Go- 
vernment. , . 

Were you informed that an order had been given by the Secretary of War, on the 30th of April, 


Question. 
1809, for the removal of the troops to the rear of Fort Adams, or Natchez? : 
nor was information of such an order communicated to the army. 


Answer. I heard of no such order; c I 

Question. Is jt not customary for the omnes officer of an army to consult his officers of highest rank upon 
matters of importance, respecting the disposition of the army under his command ? 

Answer. Itis. 

On this 14th day of April, 1810, appeared before the subscriber, a justice of the peace of Washington County, 
Colonel Alexander Parker, and made oath, in due form of law, that the foregoing :ieposition, and answers to inter- 


rogatories, are just and accurate, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 
Sworn before, 


No. 8. 
Interrogatories put t tain E. Williams, by the committee inted to inquire into the cause or causes of the 
reed "narialy ae detachntent of he ees ordered for the defence of New Orleans, with his answers. 
tion. What rank did you ‘hold in the army at New Orleans? se 

j eo arty Theld the rank of Raper? xe and acted oon aid=-de-camp to General Wilkinson, from the 16th of Janua- 
ry, 1809, to the 30th of Jane following. I arrived at New Orleans on the 19th of April, 1809. 

tesation. What was the condition of the army during their stay at New Orleans, both as it respected their 
healt 


DANIEL RAPINE. 


odations? J 
poten Sy YT he accorbmédations were good and comfortable. Soon after the arrival of the troops they were af- 


flicted with diarrhoea, supposed to be owing to the medicinal 


properties of the water of the Mississippi. e water 
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generally produces such effects on strangers. The sickness increased during the continuance of the troops at New 
Orleans. tape vey ¥ f 0 Fike SA Bart 
uestion. Was there'a sufficiency of sound and wholesome provisions at New Orleans, which might have been 


procured for the support of the treopsr _ 2) | ~ fa 

Answer. No doubt but that a sufficiency of sound and wholesome provisions might have been purchased there 
at any time. ' 

Question. _What was the quality of the provisions furnished the army? i ie. ei aek 

Answer. Whilst at New Orleans I was uninformed of any thing relating to this question, as I then acted as an 
aid-de-camp to the commander of the army.. When I took my station in the line, I had frequent occasion to com- 
plain of the provisions; they were often unfit for use: our complaints were known to the General. In some instances 
the provisions were condemned, and others purchased by order of the General. One hundred barrels of flour were 
purchased by the General, cee oe ; 

Question. Do you believe a healthy situation might have been selected in the high lands, and which would have 
been equally, or more, advantageous with a view to the defence of New Orleans? “a 

Answer. A more healthy situation might have been taken in the high lands, but not so eligible for the defence 
of New Orleans. i 

Question. Are you well acquainted with the country above New Orleans, and the positions best calculated for 
military sites? A 


Answer. I am not. : + : 
Question. Do you recollect whether any opinions were expressed among the officers, while at Terre au Boouf, 


in favor of the removal of the troops up the river, and whether those opinions were communicated to the General, 
and at what time? s 

Answer. ‘The officers frequently expressed opinions in favor of a removal to the high country. Their opinions 
were known to the General. 


Question. Were the troops regularly paid? : tee 
‘Answer. They were not regularly paid. When I left the detachment at Washington, Mississippi territory, 


on the 27th of November, the regiment to which I was attached had arrears due for five months... 
Question. Do you think the fatigue parties were too large, in proportion to the'strength of the army, and that 
the excessive fatigue thereby mound o the troops contributed very much to increase,the sickness and deaths? 


Answer. I do think they were. ; 
Question. Were the ditches, and other improvements made in the camp, absolutely necessary for the accom- 


modation of the troops? ; 
Answer. Ditches were absolutely necessary for the comfort of the troops; the ditches madé were unnecessarily 


large for a a cantonment. 
you think that the work done by the troops rendered the land more valuable to the proprietor? 


@ Question. ‘ ; , I 
Answer. I do; inasmuch as it rendered a portion of the land, on which we encamped, fit for cultivation, which 


tand, previous to our encampment, was in its primitive state—wet and marshy. 

Question. In what state did you find the ground intended for encampment? 

Answer. Part of it had been cultivated, but was overgrown with weeds and brush; the remainder was in. its 
primitive state—low, wet, and marshy, which, when ditched and cleared, became dry. 

Question. -Was there time sufficient for the camp forming party, under Major Pike, to have completed the pre- 
parations for encampment, previous to the removal of the main body to Terre au Boeuf : . , 

Answer. I do not think the time was sufficient. When the main body of the army arrived, more than half of the 
work was to be done. ae 

Question. Was not this place chosen for encampment much infested with mosquitoes, &e.? 

Answer. Yes, it was; but not more so than that country generally is. 

Question. Were the troops supplied with the necessary hospital stores ? 

Answer. The troops were, in my opinion, at no time sufficiently supplied with hospital stores. 

Question. _What were the most prevalent diseases in the army while you were there? 

Answer. | Dysenteries, bilious fevers, agues and fevers, and the scurvy. 

Question. Could not the men have been supplied with a sufficient quantity of filtered water ? os 

Answer. The men could have been supplied with 4 sufficient quantity of filtered water; the means of ‘filtering 


it being in abundance. ; : : 
Question. Were the sentries. provided with the necessary shelters to preserve them from the effects of the sun, 


rain, and dews? } : 
Answer. ‘The sentries were at no time properly protected from the weather; about the middle of July, sheds 


were erected, but they afforded little protection. 
Question. Is it your opinion that a suflicient number of boats could, at any time, have been procuredat New 


Orleans, for the purpose of conveying the trcops up the river? 
Answer. Comfortable boats could have been procured, at any time, at New Orleans for the conveyance of the 


ae 
uestion. Is it your opinion that the troops might have been encamped on the plains of the Fauxbourg St. 
and that if they had been so encamped, their Situation would have been more eligible than it was at Terre au Boul? 
_ Answer. Ido not think they could have been encamped there so advantageously as at Terre an Beewf; the 

vicinity to New Orleans tempting the men to dissipation and other vices. 

Question. Was the police of the camp such as to keep it sufficiently clean? ; 

Answer. The detail for police was sufficient, and the camp kept as clean as the nature of the ground would ad- 
mit; the frequent rains causing the sinks to overflow contributed to the diseases of the camp. 

Question. In the state in which the army was, at Terre au Boeuf, do you believe it could have made any serious 


opposition against a small invading force? : 
Answer. The extreme disease of our camp would have made it impossible for us efficiently to oppose even.a 


small force. 
Question. Were mosquito bars or nets necessary for the troops, particularly the sick, and were th rovided? j 
“Answer. 1 consider mosquito bars absolutely necessary for both the sick and the well. A fete vere Senes 
at a late season, for the sick. a5 se ee 
Question. Did any cause, or causes, exist, within your knowledge, to impose an impérious duty on the command- 
er to encamp yy vices of New mee ny | ‘ “. 
Answer. 0 not know any cause why the troops were kept in the vicinity of New Orleans. The id 
prevailed among the officers, that it was in conformity to the wanes of Guvetnenint. on oeterly 

_ Question. Were there an symptoms of discontent manifested at New Orleans, which would require the deten- 
ton hd the arm i bees y au — ae oP pm : 

__ Answer. now of none that could require the detention e whole detachment. In my opinion it was po- 
ite to — a _ pots 2 oe —_ ae = Os — of nore —— a disqui yr the tat - 

uestion. ere you inform t an order hai nh given t re ar, on the i 

1809, for the removal of the troops to the rear of Fort Ademas or Natchez? a4 i o Apel, 

Answer. I knew of no order for the removal of the troops until about the 20th of August, 1809. 

_ In addition to the interrogatories, put by the come it may be proper to add, that, on or about the Ist of 
September, the troops were ordered, by General James Wilkinson, to prepare for a removal to the high lands up the 
river Mississippi. ‘The troops left Terre au Boeufs by detachments, betiheen the 8th and 18th of September. On 
the 20th they were concentrated ite New Orleans; many of the boats, furnished for our conveyance, were found 
to be in a leaky condition, some few totally unfit for service ; on the 23d we halted about.a mile above the to 
repair, and in order to remove such of the sick to the hospital at New Orleans as-were too ill to be moved, ‘Many. 
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were forced to proceed from a want of room in the hospital, and who might have been recov 
rest and comfortable lodgings. At no time was there a sufficiency of hospital stores during a on wha 
often complained ofa want of the proper medicines, and such as they had frequently proved inefficacious, as the sick 
were necessarily exposed to the heat of the sun, and the heavy dews at night, together with every variety of weather. 
Straw not being furnished, as expressly ordered by the War Department, the sick and the well lay on the ground 
with a single blanket. ‘The sufferings of the men may be better imagined than related. The number of sick continu- 
ed to increase—deaths became more numerous. At Point Coupee it was judged necessary to establish an hospital 
in which were left the most, dangerous of our sick, (who, for their necessaries and comforts, were dependent on the 
charity of the officers, as the detachments were withont public funds) in number about one hundred. At Fort Ad- 
ams a similar step was found necessary; as the diseases of the climate affected all, we were often deprived of the 
services of our surgeons, and men were known to die without the smallest medical assistance. ‘The troops arrived 
at Natchez, about the Ist of November, and were immediately removed to Washington, where the change of air was 
soon observed to have a happy effect on the health of the men. General Wilkinson was generally attentive to the 
sick, particularly to my company. 

WILLIAM E. WILLIAMS, 

Captain of the fifth regiment of Infantry. 


Distaicr or Cotumaia, City of Washington, April 17, 1810. 


_ Captain William E. Williams made oath before me, that the foregoing statement, in answer to the queries put to 
him, so far as he states them on his own personal knowledge, is true, and so far as he states it to have been derived 


from the information of others, he believes to be true. 
ROBERT BRENT. Mayor of the City of Washington. 


No. 9. 


Interrogatories put to Lieutenant Enos Cutler, by the committee inted to inquire into the cause or causes of the 
great mortality in that detachment of the army appointed for the defence of New Orleans, with his answers. 


Question. What rank did you hold in the army? 

Answer. First lieutenant in the seventh regiment of infantry. 

Question. How long have you been in the army? 

Answer. I have been in service since the 3d of May, 1808. 

Question. At what time did you arrive at New Orisa? 

Answer. [arrived theré on the last day of March, 1809. 

Question. _What_was the condition of the army during their stay at New Orleans, both as it respects their health 
and accommodations? = Q 

Answer. After we arrived at New Orleans the dysentery soon became very prevalent among the troops. The 
accommodations were good. The company under my command (the captain being sick and absent) arrived in 
good health, but soon became sickly, and six or seven men died before we removed to Terre au Boeuf. 

Question. _What was the quality of the provisions with which the troops were supplied while at New Orleans? 

Answer. Our meat was good; the flour sometimes good, and sometimes bad. 

Question. Was there a sufficiency of sound and wholesome provisions in New Orleans, which might have been 
procured for the support of the troops: 

Answer. I knew very little respecting the state of the provisions in the market at New Orleans, but I do not 
think that a supply of good flour could at all times have been had. 

Question. Did the market of New Orleans furnish.a sufficient supply of fresh provisions and vegetables? 

Answer. It furnished, I believe, at all times a sufficiency of vegetables, but whether a sufficiency of fresh pro- 
visions could at all times have been had, I cannot say. 

Question. Atwhat time did you remove from New Orleans to Terre au Baeuf? . 

PA vas It was on the third day of June. I went with the first detachment under the command of Major 
ike. 

Question. In what condition did you find the ground allotted for the encampment? 

Answer. The ground on the right was dry and covered with weeds; towards the left it was lower, and some- 
what wet, and covered with brush, blackberry bushes, &c. The party under Major Pike encamped on the right, 
and, when the other troops came down, the line was extended to the left. 

Question. At what time did the main body of troops arrive at Terre au Boeuf, and was the encampment pre- 
pared for their reception? , 

—. I believe it was eight or ten days after our arrival. The ground was as well prepared as the time 
would permit. - 

Question. _How long after their arrival was it before the troops were provided with flooring for their tents? 

Answer. They were provided immediately after the arrival of the main body; the boats in which they descended 
were broken up for that purpose. __ 

Question. Was the place at which the troops were encamped much infested by mosquitoes? 

Answer. It was, like the rest of that country, very much infested by them. 

Question. Were the troops supplied with the necessary hospital stores and medicines? 

Answer. I heard no complaint for the want of medicine, but there was a want of hospital stores. 

Question. Do you not suppose the fatigue parties were too large in proportion to the strength of the army, and 
that the fatigue thereby imposed on the troops tended to increase the sickness and deaths? 

Answer. On our first arrival the fatigue parties were large: they were afterwards reduced. I do not know that 
the sickness or deaths were increased by the fatigue. 

Question. _At what time: were the fatigue parties reduced? 

Answer. I cannot remember. ' 

Question. ‘Were the sentries provided with the necessary shelters to protect them from the sun, rain, and dews? 

Answer. Yes, they were provided with shelters covered with palmettoes, sufficiently tight to protect them from 
common rains. 

Question. At what time were they so provided? ; 

Answer. I think it was probably toward the last of July, but I am not certain as to the time. 

a What was the quality of the provisions with which the troops were supplied while encamped at Terre 
au ult 

Answer. Our meat was generally fresh, and generally good: our flour sometimes bad. A purchase of flour was 
once made by order of the General, in consequence of the failure of the contractor to supply the troops. 

Question. Was the police of the camp such as to keep it sufficiently clean? : 

Answer. Great attention was paid to the police of the camp by the officers, but the troops being new, the camp 
did not preserve that clean appearance which a camp of old soldiers probably would. : 

Gecenat Were the ditches which were made by the army necessary for the accommodation of the troops? 

nswer. I conceived them to be so. ! ; 

Question. Do you recollect whether any opinions were expressed among the officers, while at Terre au Boeuf, 
in See of the removal of the troops up the river, and whether those opinions were communicated tothe General, and 
at what time: 

Answer. There were opinions of that kind expressed, and I believe they were communicated to the General 


early in July. 
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Question. Were the troops well clothed while at Terre au Boeuf? 
Answer. My company had received their year’s clothing, which year did not expire with those first enlisted, 
until the first of July, but, being new recruits, their clothing had become much worn; and I believe this was the 
on Bg the troops generally. Some clothing was drawn in advance, by some of the officers, while at Terre au 
ceuf. 

Question. ‘Do you conceive that Terre au Beeuf is the most eligible place in that country for an encampment? 

Answer. I believe it was as much soas any place in the neighborhood of New Orleans. , 

Question. What were the diseases with which the troops were afflicted while at Terre au Boul? 

_ Answer. The dysentery continued; in addition to which, they were afflicted with ague and fever, fever, and a 
disorder in the mouth, which was called by some physicians the scurvy, and by others by some other name. 
uestion. Were the troops regularly paid? , 

nswer. The law provides that, in ordinary cases, the troops shall be paid every two months. We were paid: 
in New Orleans, up to the last of April; and in August we were paid up to the last of June. At Washington we 
were paid in January up to the last of December. 

Question. At what time did you hear that the General had received orders to remove the troops up the river? 

Answer. I did not hear it until a short time before we removed. —__ 

Question. Could boats have been procured, at New Orleans, sufficient to convey the troops to Fort Adams or 
Natchez, at any time between the 14th of June and the 10th of September? 

Answer. I doubt whether a sufficient number of boats could have been procured, at any one tite, to convey the 
whole of the troops at once. 

Question. How many men died out of your company while at Terre au Boeuf? 

Answer. One man only,and he went sick from New Orleans to that place. 

Question, How many men had you generally fit for duty, in your company. while at Terre au Boeuf? 

Answer. The report of duty men arose from twelve, when we first arrived there, up, I believe, as high as 
twenty-six, about the last of June. In July they became sickly again, and, for some time before we left the encamp- 
ment, we did not report more than nine or ten. 


ENOS CUTLER, Ist Lieutenant 7th Infantry. 
WasnHincTton Country, 83. 


On this 24th day of April, 1810, before the subscriber, a justice of the ce for said county, appeared Enos 


ar a and made oath, in due form, that the facts stated in the foregoing affidavit are true to the best of his know- 
ledge. 


DANIEL RAPINE. 
No. 10. 


Deposition of Captain Ninian Pinkney, in the first regiment of infantry, taken by the committee of the House of 
epresentatives of the United States appointed to inquire into the cause or causes of the great mortality in that 
detachment of the army of the United States ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 


{ have been in the army of the United States since February, 1801. 

I was appointed brigade inspector. and ordered to New Orleans, where | arrived on the 31st of March, 1809. 

The poe ic buildings not being sufficient for the accommodation of but a small proportion of the troops which had 
arrived, and was daily arriving, they were quartered in all parts of the city and fauxbourgs, in comfortable houses. 
The sick reports soon became very considerable; and I understood the diseases to be chiefly the dysentery, which 
attacks all strangers, and of which a number of the men died. The provisions issued to the troops were salted pork 
and beef, bread, and flour, which I have understood was not of the best quality; nor do I believe good flour or fresh 
beef, in large quantities, could have been procured in the country. 

A phew. ohne of troops, under the command of Major Pike, left New Orleans, on the 3d.of June, for Terre au 
Boeuf, to prepare the ground for an encampment, and the remainder of the army went down on the 9th and 10th of 
the same month; at which time I went, and found the ground as well prepared as the short time given them would 
permit, but some small underwood, briars, and weeds, remained to be removed on each flank of the line, and ditches 
to be cut to carry off the water when the rainy season should come on. And, for this. purpose, a general fatigue was 
detailed, consisting of two captains, four subalterns, and two hundred men, which was reduced in proportion as 
those objects were accomplished, and was entirely taken off by the Ist of August. 

The tents of the men and officers were made comfortable, by flooring them with the plank taken from the boats 
in which they ascended the river, and erecting sheds, covered with } pong, to protect them from the sun and 
rain; and every exertion was made by the General to establish and keep up a strict police, as can be seen by the 
general orders issued at that camp. : 5 

[ have heard the surgeons and surgeons’ mates frequently complain of the want of hospital stores and medicines; 
and I have understood that the greater part of those articles used at camp Terre au Boouf was purchased at New 
Orleans. The regular supply from Philadelphia did not arrive in Orleans until about the Ist of September; at which 
time the clothing arrived also. Some of the companies were at this time much in want of clothing; not that they 
had much due them, but because they had spoiled and worn it out before the expiration of the.year. And it isa 
fact, well known in the army, that the clothing of recruits will not last them the first year, unless the officers take 
much care. 

I do conceive Terre au Boeuf the most eligible place for an encampment I have seen on the Mississippi, within 
fifty miles of New Orleans. : . 3 

The diseases with which the troops at camp Terre au Boeuf were afflicted were complicated, and of various kinds, 
and the physicians differed very much as to their mode of treatment. . 

The troops were not paid so frequently as the law directs, but 1 believe as often as the nature of the service 
would permit. 

I ds vat recollect to have heard that the General had received orders to move the troops up the river, until he was 
making arrangements to carry it into effect, and that was about the Ist of August. 

I do not think a sufficient number of boats could have been had, at any onetime, between the 14th of June and 
the 10th of September, to transport the troops to Natchez; indeed, [ am satisfied they could not. 


Questions by the Committee. 


Question. In what situation did you find the ground at Terre au Boeuf, on your arrival at that place? 

Answer. The ground at Terre au Boeuf, on which the encampment was making, had the appearance of havin 
once been cultivated as far as the centre, from the extreme right of the line; the other part had never been clear 
before, and was covered with underwood and briars, and required to be trenched to take off the rain water. 

Question. How long after your arrival at the camp was it before the tents were generally floored? 

Answer. The tents of the men were all, or nearly all, floored-in eight or ten days after my arrival. 

Question. What was the quality of the provisions with which the troops were supplied at Terre au Boouf, and 
what measures were taken to procure those of a better quality? ‘ 

Answer. The meat part of the ration was generally fresh beef, and as good as the country commonly affords. 
The bread and flour was not good, and the General made a purchase of, I think, one hundred barrels, on account of 
the contractor, of the best flour that could be had in the city of Orleans; but when it was issued, it was found very 
little better than what the contractor’s agent was issuing. reat 

Question. Were mosquito nets, or bars, necessary for the troops, and were they provided? 
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Answer. Mosquito nets are necessary at all points and places on the Mississippi, from the Bluff of Natchez to 
the Balize, at least four months in the years but the troops were not furnished with them, except for the sick in the 


ital. ' 
Question Are you acquainted with the country generally in the nei rhood of New Orleans? 
Answer. Ihave no knowledge of the country in the neighborh of New Orleans, at any considerable dis- 
tance from the river banks, except what I have learned from others. 
Question. Doyou not believe the sickness and deaths were increased by the badness of the provisions, and the 


want of hospital stores and medicines? 
I have no doubt of it. 


Answer. 
eB _ Are you acquainted with the country above New Orleans, and the positions best calculated for mili- 
tary sites : , 
I am not acquainted with the country between New Orleans and Fort Adams, back from the river. 


Answer. 
The best sites for military positions are in the neighborhood of Fort Adams and Natchez. 
Do you know whether any opinions were expressed among the officers in favor of a removal of the 


Question. Y ed 
troops from Terre au Boeuf up the river, and whether those opinions were made known to the General, and at 





what time? 
Answer. I know that opinions were expressed among the officers in favor of a removal of the troops, from camp 
Terre au Boeuf, up the river; and I believe those opinions were partially made known to the General, but at what 


time, or by whom, I cannot say. ee 
N. PINKNEY. 


WasHINGTON CouNTY, 89. 

On this 24th of April, 1810, before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for the said county, appeared Ninian 
a made oath, in due forin, that the facts stated in the foregoing affidavit are true to the best of his 
er DANIEL RAPINE. 
No. 21. 


Deposition of John Chrystie, First. Lieutenant 6th Infantry, taken by the Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, appointed to inquire into the cause or causes of the great mortality in that detach- 


ment of the army of the United States ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 
I arrived at New Orleans on the 15th of March, 1809. The accommodations of the troops were as 
the town could afford; and the provisions were, in general, such as are usually furnished, I believe, though 


lect complaints were once or twice made and surveys held. 
The market abounded with vegetables; but I do not know whether fresh provisions could have been procured in 


good as 
I recol- 


large quantities. F - 
About a third of the troops were on the sick report some time before our movement to camp, principally with 


dysenteries. 
About the first of June, nine strong companies (being a third of the whole) moved under the command of Major 
Pike, to the position at Terre au Beeuf, selected for the encampment, and the main body followed in six or eight 


days after. 

On my arrival, about the 10th of June, I found the ground, from the extreme right to some distance to the left of 
the centre, dry and hard, and great part of the front covered with a firm sod, and I believe clover. Every one 
seemed pleased with the situation, and the men in general were highly gratified with the change. 

‘The camp was not more infested with mosquitoes, in my opinion, than the city of New Orleans, and they were 


never troublesome there during the day. ; ‘ 
he importance of having the trenches completed before the rains set in occasioned large details at first, but 
v labor was bestowed on them further than was necessary to the 


they decreased with the progress of the work. 
comfort of the soldiers and neatness of the camp; and I do believe, that those trenches were rather hurtful than 
otherwise to the plantation. Sheds for the sentries, other sheds capable of turning rain, extended between the lines 
of tents, from one extremity of the camp to the other; a guard house, and a Jarge hospital, were erected with all 


possible despatch. The tents were floored immediately on our arrival. | 
ear to meet pertectly the exigencies of the occasion. I do rememberto have 


‘The hospital department did not app : ” 
heard, at one time, considerable complaints on the score of hospital stores, and medical attendance. It must be 
weil known, however, I believe, to every officer then in camp, that the greatest exertions were made to remedy 


these evils. 
The provisions were generally fresh and good, except the flour; and I believe good flour was very scarce, at that 


time, in New Orleans. . - 
was not in good condition, but I understood that none was due until a short time 


The clothing of the troo 
before their departure for Natchez, when it was thought best not to issue. 
The most unwearied attention was paid by the General to the police of the camp; and, though, for some time, its 
condition showed us to be but young soldiers, it soon became perfectly neat and clean. 
Of the company to which I was attached, four men died at camp; two of them of the dysentery, which, I believe, 


they had taken at New Orleans. ; : ~ . 
Vegetables and milk were to be had in abundance, till within a very short time before our departure, but, in 


general, the market did not answer expectation; a circumstance which may probably be attributed to these causes: 
rohibited; prices were at one time restricted; the inhabitants, not un- 


certain articles found to be unhealthy were. g t ; \ 
derstanding the language, frequently had difficulties with the men, and sometimes, when imposed on, could not be 
red ; at the same time, the great accession of population to New Orleans, from the Spanish Islands, &c. gave 


them there a ready market. ee 

I consider the position at Terre au Boeuf the most eligible for an encampment, within 100 miles of New Orleans, 
on the Mississippi. It is between two large well cultivated plantations; has the ean a of being immediately 
at the junction of the road from the Terre au Boeuf neighborhood, with the main levee road—a circumstance mani- 
festly favorable to the market; and, at the same time, its nearness to New Orleans gave every facility of procuring 


extraordinary supplies. ; ‘ : . 
: rear and extreme left were, on our first arrival, exceedingly wet, and covered with brushwood; but the 


The 
small growth being cleared away, and the trenches dug, it soon becme dry a rm. 
JOHN CHRYSTIE, 1st Lieutenant 6th Infaniry. 


Wasuineton County, 88. 

On the 24th day of April, 1810, before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for said county, qouret John 
Chrystie, and made oath, in due form, that the above and foregoing facts, in this affidavit, are trae to the best of his 
knowledge and belief. f 

DANIEL RAPINE. 





























MORTALITY IN THE TROOPS AT NEW ORLEANS. 





No. 12. 
Deposition of General James Wilkinson, April 24, 1810. 


‘To the Honorable the committee appointed to inquire into the cause or causes of the t mortality in that detach- 
ment of the army of the United States ordered for the defence of New Orleans. 
GENTLEMEN: 
ie rly regret my incapacity to comprise, in this hasty report, all the causes which have induced the inquiry 
before you. But the circumstances of the moment will not permit that broad exposition which it is my desire to 
present you. Hurried from Baltimore, I left the records of my command for the last season, with other papers of 
consequence, on ship-board, and they have reached me too late bor critical examination and comparison. __ 

I beg leave to premise, that’ military history, ancient and modern, will show, that in new levied armies more 
men are lost by disease than by the sword. I quote the authority of Marshal Saxe, and General Washington, to 
justify this position; and it may also be supported by a recurrence to the mortality which attended our armies at Ti- 
conderoga, under Major General Gates, in the year 1776, and under Major General Wayne, at his camp of Green- 
ville, in the year 1803, in high latitudes, and salubrious climes. _ It is also a fact, that as great a mortality as we ex- 
perienced last season, in proportion to numbers, did take place in 1801, at the camp near the mouth of the Ohio, to 
which Colonel Williams, of the Engineers, now in this city, can testify. : 

Were I required to say, in a few words, what were the chief causes of the mortality among the troops, under 
my command, on the waters of the Mississippi, the last season, I should ascribe much to the peculiar visitation of 
Providence, much to the time and manner of assembling the troops at New Orleans, and more to the sudden change 
from the habits of domestic life to those of the camp; from the ease and comforts of the citizen, to the hardships 
and exposure of the soldier; to these, however, must be added other subordinate causes, which, doubtless, con- 
tributed to exasperate our sufferings. Such were the defects of the medical and provision department, defects 
which I found it impossible to control, although every exertion was made to remedy them. It was in vain [ sought 
for competent medical aid; the country did not afford it. Extravagant prices were offered for fresh beef, without 
effect; and flour of the best quality in New Orleans was purchased for account of the contractor, which, on exami- 
nation, could scarcely be distinguished from that of our daily issues. The professional standing of the troops, too, 
was unfavorable to that police, which is indispensable to health in aggregated bodies. Both officers and men were 
green from the bosom of civil life, and had reached that stage between the armed yeomanry and the disciplined 
soldier, when the promptitude and enthusiasm of the citizen is lost, and a sense of veteran punctuality and subor- 
dination has not been acquired. 

On the second of December, 1809, I received orders for the assembly of the troops at New Orleans, by the route 
of the ocean and of the western waters; and the corps were assembling at that city from the month of February 
until May. I arrived there the 19th of April; the vernal heat was then extreme, and I found five hundred and 
ninety-eight sick, nearly one-third of the whole. At that stage of the season, with such a body of sick, sound dis - 
cretion and common humanity would, to an observer, have opposed the idea of attempting to mount the river, three 
hundred miles, under a vertical sun, and against an impetuous current; and if the sick had been left behind, the 
whole medical staff must also have been left to take care of them, which would have exposed the marching body to 
disease and death, without succor—a circumstance at once inhuman and unwarrantable. ; 

I perceived at first glance the necessity of removing from New Orleans; but my orders being expressly to 
‘make such a disposition of the troops as would most effectually enable me to defend that city, and its dependen- 
cies, against any invading force,” it became my primary duty to seek for the position best adapted to this end, and 
which combined the fairest prospects of health. At this period, and fortwo or three weeks after, continued showers 
of rain kept the flat surface of the country (the earth being saturated by the spring flood) too wet for the formation 
of an encampment. ‘ 

The interval was occupied in reconnoitering at all points for a suitable position; and, at the pressing instance of 
the governor of the meeng I visited Terre au Boeuf, near the English Turn, accompanied by himself, Colonel 
Smyth, of the rifle corps, (Colonel Parker being indisposed) and some gentlemen of thé vicinity, who gave every as- 
surance of the salubrity of the spot, founded on the experience of years, and promised us a competent market from 
the adjacent settlements, which extended down the river, and at right angles from it, in a direction to the eastward, 
for several leagues. I beg leave to refer to my letter to Goverriur Claiborne, and his answer, marked No. 1 and 2, 
for illustration of the preceding facts. . ' 

Under these circumstances, with the concurrence of those who examined the ground with me, it was fixed on 

for our encampment, and measures were immediately taken to remove the troops from the city. Orders were ac- 
cordingly given for the march of nine companies, out of twenty-eight, on the first of June; the main body followed 
on the ninth, and the whole were encamped on the tenth. I wrote the Secretary of War onthe 29th May, advising 
him of my determination, and apprising him at large of my reasons for preferring this spot. After the establishment 
of my camp, and on the 14th of June, I received a ** conditional” order from the Secretary of War, under date of 
the 30th April, directing a removal of the troops from New Orleans, if they had not been removed, and recommend- 
ing a position in the vicinity of Fort Adams; but, as the order was not imperative, as the mode of transport was not 
provided, as the movement, by the ordinary means, would have been eps expensive, as the operation, under 
existing circumstances, menaced the lives of the men, and more particularly as the troops were gaining health, and 
general satisfaction, appeared to prevail, I replied to the Secretary, under date of the 18th June, repeating the mo- 
tives which had induced the selection of the spot I occupied, and assigning reasons why the troops shou Id be con- 
tinued there. Indeed, so strongly did I apprehend the consequences which must attend the transfer of a body of 
men, a majority of whom were either sick or convalescent, from my camp to Fort Adams, under the heats and dews 
of the summer, that, had the order of the 30th April been imperative, I think I should have paused over it, until I 
could have reported our real condition, and received further instructions. Humanity, policy, and justice, to those 
entrusted to my charge, as well as to my country, would have enjoined it on me to hazard this responsibility. The 
event justified my fears; and it will ever be my opinion, that, if we had moved to the-salt waters in our vicinity, or 
to the sea shore, which was not distant, we should not have suffered one-third the loss we sustained in ascending the 
river, and that our continuance at the encampment of Terre au Boeuf, would have been less fatal than the move- 
ment we made. ‘The best informed inhabitants anticipated the consequences, and the opinions of our ablest sur- 
geons were in unison with my own, as will appear from the reports of Doctors Upshaw, ruston, and Goodlet, ex- 
hibited in the documents Nos. 3, 4, and 5. . 

On the 20th of July, I received a letter from the Secretary of War, bearing date the 22d of June, in answer 
to my letter of the 29th of May. In this letter the Secretary makes reference to his “conditional” order of the 
30th of April, and directed me to embark immediately ‘‘all the troops” on voard the public vessels (excepting the 
garrisons of New Orleans and Fort St. Philip) and proceed to the high ground in the rear of Fort Adams, and the 

ublic ground in the rear of Natchez. This letter covered the copy of an order from the Secretary of the Navy to 

aptain Porter, directing him to furnish such vessels as could be spared from the service, for the transport of the 
troops. Every exertion depending on myself was instantly entered upon to carry this order into effect. But find- 
ing that the transport specifically assigned was utterly inadequate to the object; to supply the deficiency, I hired 
some boats, borrowed others, and repaired several belonging to the public, which had been condemned as unfit for. 
service, and were accidentally discovered to be lying at Fort Adams. Four aes fell down to my camp on the 
eighth of September, embarked one hundred and ninety one men, and sailed the next day; and excepting a small 
detachment, to raise and cag sunken boat, the last man let the ground on the 13th, on board the craft which had 
been employed and repaired. At this time a fever, by which I had suffered, became so violent as to confine me to 
my bed, and put it out of my power to accompany the troops. [ followed them under a severe malady, but it was 
not until November that my health was restored. 
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The position of Terre au Beeuf, in relation to the defence of New Orleans, is the best which can be found in the 
country. It covers our batteries at the English Turn, and, by a sudden transition, our force may be employed to 
resist any approach by the Lakes on the east or west of the river. The plan submitted to the committee will, I flatter 
myself, give them satisfaction on this point; and, in addition to other testimony respecting the character of the spot 
for salubrity, and of the improvements made on it by the troops, I beg leave to offer the deposition of Mr. Delassize, 
No. 6, the proprietor, and a'man of great respectability. 

When the troops embarked, the whole of them had been paid up to the last of June, and some of them to the first 
of September. After that period my orders had no effect on the paymaster, who pled ill health, and his instructions 
to remain in New Orleans. 'When General Hampton relieved me, he advanced some pay to the troops from his 
apes purse, (a thing impossible to a mar who had been cone ere years in service) and directed the Paymaster to 

arrested, and sent up in custody of an officer, if he should refuse to march at forty-eight hours’ notice. This 
step had the desired effect, but it was too strong a one for me to take. 

0 question can be made as to the correctness of the motives which directed the transfer of the troops to the 
upper country. It will occur to every man’s observation, that, in general, a high country must be healthier than a 
low one; yet ae person must be sensible that this, like all other rules, is liable to exception. . ‘This observation 
is sanctioned by the authority of Doctor Seip, a respectable man and able physician at Natchez, whose report, under 
cover, No. 7, will prove that district of country to have been more sickly the last season than for twenty years past. 
Upon the whole, we have been unfortunate, not culpable. The best evidence [ can offer of my conduct, in what 
concerned the sick, will be found in the enclesed testimonial of the medical staff, No. 8, which was handed to me 
after I had transferred the command of the department to a sao General Hampton, and was about to leave the 
penny I throw myself upon the candor and the justice of the committee to pardon me for observing, that I have 
seer, from the public prints, that the arts and intrigues of my enemies, co-operating with a current of prejudice, 
have perverted and misrepresented, tomy injury, the scenes to which this report has reference. The tales of 
ignorant, discontented, seditious, and worthless subalterns, and the fictions and falsehoods of my personal and 
political enemies, have been industriously circulated to wound my character; but being conscious that, in this, as in 
avery other instance of public service, [ have done, and more than done my duty, I court inquiry,and defy investi- 
gation. 

To these facts and statements I am willing to depose; and with the highest consideration and respect for those 
whom I address, 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
f JAMES WILKINSON. 
Wasuinoton Ciry, Zpril 24, 1810. 
Wasuineton Covunry, 33. 
_ On this 24th of April, 1810, before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for said county, appeared James Wil- 
kinson, and made oath, in due form, that the foregoing facts, as stated, are true, to the best of his knowledge, recol - 


lection, and belief. 
DANIEL RAPINE. 


PAPERS ACCOMPANYING THE DEPOSITION OF GENERAL WILKINSON. 


No. 1. 
Extract of a letter from General Wilkinson to Governor Claiborne. 


ain * Camp, Terre au Bevur, July 27, 1809. 
* Sir: , 

** As much clamor has been made with respect to the merits of this position, in point of its health and fitness, 
I take the liberty to address you on the subject. 

** And as you offered me the first suggestion in its favor, I will thank you to inform me whether you did not 
reconnoitre the site before I determined to adopt it for my encampment, and afterwards reiterate to me your recom- 
mendation of it?. In addition to the sanction of your opinion, I Callers it is within your knowledge, that the most 
ancient and respectable inhabitants of the country concur with you in sentiment. But as you have also seen the 
encampment since it was formed and improved, I shall be obliged by the avowal of your opinion of its present 
appearance and salubrity.” 

True extract. 
N. PINKNEY, Captain. 


No. 2. 
Extract of a letter from Governor Claiborne to General Wilkinson, dated 
** New Orteans, July 28, 1809. 


**] received your letter of yesterday. My opinion is now, and always has been, that the position you occupy, 
at the commencement of the English Turn, is the most eligible one, for such troops as may be designed, to give 
protection to the city of New Orleans. It has, moreover, been represented to me, by several of the old inhabitants. 
am from my own observation, I do not doubt the fact) tu be as healthy as any site on the Mississippi, between 

ton Rouge and the Balize. 

** [ did, therefore, after having myself viewed the spot, which I found to be more elevated than the land on the 
Mississippi generally is, advise you to fix your summer cantonment at that place; and I am‘now persuaded, from 
the great care which is taken to keep the ground dry, to defend the men from the influence of the sun, and to lodge 
them comfortably, that the number of your sick will daily diminish.” 


True extract. 
N. PINKNEY, Captain. 
No. 3. 
By order of General Wilkinson. 
A report on the diseases of the camp Terre au Beuf, their causes, characters, and mode of treatment. 


Camp, Terre au Baur, July 20, 1809. 


The diseases which are now prevalent among the men in camp, are chronic diseases, bilious and intermitting 
fevers, some cases of scurvy. The chronic diarrhoea was first introduced by the change of aliment, and the use of 
the Mississippi water; which water is strongly impregnated with calcareous earth and carbonate of lime. Many of 
the men were violently attacked before their arrival at New Orleans with diarrhoea, from the use of the water 
when on their route up the river. On the first arrival of the troops at New Orleans this disease was common, almost 
universal; generally speaking, the disease proved fats'. or yielded to treatment, before our encampment was 
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formed; but, even now, many are found lingering in the last stage of cold diarrhoea, of from three to four months 
standing. It may safely be affirmed that three-fourths of the deaths in camp have been from this disease. 

The bilious and intermitting fevers are more common in camp than they were in Orleans; bat of the number of 
cases I have seen there has been no one attended with violent or fatal symptoms in the first stage, and appear to 
yield readily to the depleting plan of treatment. ‘These diseases belong to the climate and territory of Orleans; 
and are, I believe, less violent in this camp than at Orleans. The bills of mortality are greater at Orleans, in 
proportion to the population, than here, notwithstanding the disadvantages we are of necessity compelled to en- 


counter. 
The scurvy exists in a few cases, but is not to be feared, as we can command vegetable food and acids. The 


men, when sick, living on the rations, is, no doubt, the cause of the scurvy. 

Ample reason will be found, in the imperfect state of the medical staff, and want of capacity in many who 
compose that staff; in the want of a hospital hospital stores, and medicines, for the mortality of the soldiery. 
When the hospital, which is now building, shall be finished, when each medical man shall have his duties well 
defined, and those of the best capacity placed in situations the most responsible and dangerous, if the military 
agent should receive such instructions as would enable him to supply the sick with such hospital stores and medi- 
cines as are necessary, I feel assurred of the truth 1 now assert, that our deaths would be lessened three-fourths. 

The additional expense ought not to be calculated, where the lives and health of the troops are concerned; 
but, by stopping the ration of the sick man this expense will be very small. It is a distressing sight, and truly 
unpleasant to the feelings of the medical man, to be in attendance on the sick soldier, and see him die for the want 
of proper food and medicines; humanity mourns over such a sight. Justice, policy, and patriotism, require this 
allowance and liberality from Government. It is a fact that there is not one dollar of public money which can be 
had to purchase milk or vegetables in camp; many are, of course, suffering for necessaries, which might be bought 
for a few shillings. ‘The commutation of the ration would be sufficient for this purpose. 

There are many sick men in camp who cannot be moved, however desirable it might be, even to the hospital in 
Orleans. ‘They came here sick, have grown worse, and are now on the brink of the grave. ‘Transporting them, in 


this kot climate, would be certain death. 
WM. UPSHAW, Surgeon 5th Infantry. 


No. 4. 


Camp, Terre au Baur, July 29. 1809. 
Sir: 
In pursuance of your request, I proceed to give you a report of the sick at this place, together with the several 
diseases, and my opinion as respects the site of thisencampment. I feel a difficulty in draughting this report, as no 
doubt there must be contained in it many subjects which require a more fud/ and free investigation than my health 
and time will allow me to allot to the performance. Should any inaccuracies appear on the face of it, I trust your 
goodness of heart. and your good sense, will lead you to pass them over in silence. 

On the 4th of July L arrived at this camp, and found great numbers on the sick reports; some laboring under 
dysentery, some with bilious remitting fevers, and others with scurvy, though small in proportion. ‘Those afflicied 
with dysentery were very much reduced when I first saw them, and almost all of them died. I was induced to 
make inquiry into the circumstances of this disease; I found it was generally subsequent to bilious fever, and that 
very few cases of this complaint commenced with the usual symptoms which attend it in the first instance. Some 
new cases of dysentery have come immediately under my care, which, when taken in time, have nearly yielded to 
medicine and such diet as was proper for them. I think the disease on the decline, and I do not dread the recur- 
rence, unless some material change in the season should predispose the constitution of the soldiery to take it. 
There are circumstances that might render this fatal disease epidemic; and I dread them much. But a good mar- 
ket, with such hospital and medical stores as may be necessary, not too many of the men confined together, avoid- 
ing the night air and dews, will, in a great measure, obviate the apprehensions and danger. 

There are but few cases of bilious remitting fever now under my care. . They are very obstinate, and when they 
do yield to medicine, the patient is often attacked when extremely debilitated by diarrhoea, and carried off without 
fever or any other distressing symptom. : 

The intermitting fever is now the most prevalent complaint in camp. Some, when apparently on the recovery, 
are suddenly taken with dysentery and diarrhoea, which terminates in death or extreme debility. This disease 
often alternates (as I have often seen) from fever to dysentery and diarrhoea, and from the two latter to the former, 
many times in the week. Such cases are dangerous, and I find great difficulty in their treatment. The bark loses 
its effect in a few days, and, indeed, often produces nausea and disgust very disagreeable to the patient. I find 
antimonials in small doses, and repeated blisterings to the extremities, of great service. I, this day, commenced 
with different preparations of arsenic, and have great hopes of the success. "The scurvy has made its appearance: 
seyeral have died with it. It has increased considerably within ten days, and I fear that the progress will be diffi- 
cult to arrest. In some cases, the rapid march astonished me. Every effort that I made towards relief and cure 
was fruitless, (though this was not always the case) and my prescriptions appeared to have no effect in alleviating 
the miseries of the suffering patient. This disease wears a peculiar character, and differs, in my estimation, from 
that disease described in difterent authors. The continuance of fresh*provision, constant supplies of vegetables, and 
a strict adherence to cleanliness, will prevent its spreading through camp. I feel the more confident in the opinion, 
from the circumstance that no officer in the line has had it. T he sick reports of four companies, which I attend, 
have enlarged considerably, though, in the increase, but few dangerous cases have occurred. I see no reason to 
believe that any thing like an epidemic rages in camp. I fear the approaching season will bring upon us some dis- 
tressing and fatal disorders, that will pay no respect to persons. My fears on this head, I trust, may be imaginary. 

The situation of this camp I believe to be the best on the Mississippi, in any part of this country: I draw this 
opinion, not from an acquaintance with the sites, but from the judgment and opinions of the best informed men 
with whom I have conversed on the subject, [Ido not think our situation could be bettered at this season of the 
year. The danger of a removal at this period, I think hazardous in the extreme—I mean a removal to any distance 
where the troops would be obliged to be conveyed in small vessels by water, and contending against a strong and 
difficult current. When I give this opinion, [wish to be understood that I allude to a removal in the hot months. 
As soon as the weather will permit, I do think it would be endangering the lives of the soldiery to continue them 


here. 
The above sketch is given upon mature reflection, backed upon some experience, and not biased by party or pre- 
judice. I trust it will meet your approbation, and accord with your sentiments. ’ 
I have the honor to remain, with high regard, esteem, and respect, your very obedient humble servant, &c. 
ALFRED THRUSTON, Surgeon 7th Infantry. 


General James Wiixinson, Commanding. 


No. 5. 
Wasuineton, January 3, 1810. 
Sir: 
I should do injustice to yourself, and violence to my own feelings, were I to permit your Excellency to leave 
you my sentiments, as respects Camp Terre au Boeuf, and the march from that place 


this territory without giving : ! _— 
to our present situation. Circumstances relative to my professional ca}ls precluded the possibility of affording this 


testimonial to your Excellency, at, perhaps, 2 more seasonable time. 
38 m 
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The calls of my worthy friend Colonel Russell, then lying on the bed of sickness at New Orleans, prevented my 
doing the task which I now present for your perusal. 

Asa member of the medical staff, and who was amongst the earliest of those who arrived at New Orleans, I 
could not fail to observe the different and varied changes of the diseases which have occurred in the army. From 
dire necessity I was obliged to attend to every corps in the line, save the light artillery, and I trust you will excuse 
me when I say I could not fail to have an accurate knowledge of the situation of every company in the line. At the 
period when our movement was spoken of and contemplated, I do not for amoment hesitate to declare, that the men 
were on the recovery. The thoughts of a remove or ascent up the Mississippi, made me tremble for their fate, and 
the more so, when I recognized the debilitated situation of the. soldiery, consequent to the climate in which they 
were exposed. Let me here observe (and I flatter myself Lam correct in the puree) that the troops were evi- 
dently on the recovery, and at that time, too, which was all important to every individual who composed our army. 
It has always been my opinion (and I have seen nothing to induce me to alter it) that hundreds of men were lost by 
the movement from the Camp Terre au Boeuf, that otherwise might have now been alive. Believe me, sir, when I 
tell you, our march was premature by many, very many weeks: for, as the men were evidently on the recovery, a lit- 
tle time would have rendered them more capable to undertake and brave the hardships which stared them in the 
face. ‘These hardships have occurred. they have been experienced and sorely felt, under circumstances, when afflic- 
tion and disease had enervated every fibre in their ——. But the soldiery, were not the only people in this terri- 
tory who had the prevailing diseases ofour camp. From careful inquiry I find the citizens on the Mississippi in the 
same unhappy situation; and it was observed by many old and well informed inhabitants, that the country had not 
been so sickly for a number of years. In truth [ believe that the same fate would have attended us had our situation 
been any where else on the river. The despondency of mind attending necessarily young troops, adding to that the 
distance from relatives and friends, and the very bad fare from inexperience in the culinary way, was at least as in- 
jurious to the men as the local situation of the camp. 

The limits of a letter will not permit me to enlarge on this subject. I now, sir, bid you farewell. May the 
services you have rendered your country be long remembered by a grateful people, and be a solace and comfort to 
you in your last moments. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 


A. G. GOODLET. 
General Witkinson. 


No. 6. 


Deposition of Mr. Delassize. 
Marcu 10, 1810. 


The undersigned, Jean Delassize, a native and inhabitant of Louisiana, being forty three years of age, on his oath de- 
clareth, that he is, and has been for four years, the proprietor of the ground at ‘Terre au Boeuf, which was occupied by 
the troops under the command of General Wilkinson the past season: that no proposition was ever made to him, by 
or for General Wilkinson, directly or indirectly, respecting the purchase of said place, or any part of it; that no le- 
vee, or any part of one, was erected by the troops encamped on said ground, nor any other works made on it, but 
such as appeared necessary to the comfort of said troops; that said ground adjoined the cane field of this deponent. 
and that no clearing or other improvements was made on said ground to prepare it for cultivation; that the trenches 
and ditches, cut to keep the camp dry, were rather injurious than beneficial to the tillage of the ground, a large pro- 
portion of which was covered by clover, far before the troops came to it: that the accommodations made and mate- 
rials brought to the ground for the use of the troops, were sold at public vendue for the account of the United States; 
and that, for the pasturage furnished the public horses, for the timber and fuel used, and damages sustained during 
the ted of three months, the deponent received the sum of six hundred and forty dollars and thirty-four 
cents only. 

The Gadesslonet further declares that he has resided at the same place, and adjacent to the said camp, with a 
population of more than sixty souls, during the space of years, and that, from his observation and experience, he con- 
siers it.as healthy a spot as any in the vicinity of New Orleans. 

-_ JEAN DELASSIZE. 
A true copy from the original. 
Sworn before me, this 10th day of March, 1810. 


J. DUCHANYU, Justice of the Peace. 


No. 7. 7 
Natcuez, February 15, 1810. 


General Wilkinson will please excuse the delay of my reply to his favor of the ninth instant, when I assure him 
that nothing but want of time prevented it sooner. 

Very respectfully, sir, yours, &c. 

: F. SEIP. 


The diseases most predominant during the last and preceding seasons, in this country, as faras it has come with- 
in my knowledge, were fevers of the intermitting and remitting kind, cholera, dysentery, and catarrh. ‘The morta- 
lity attending these complaints is by no means great, in comparison with the numbers attacked. A cause of this, no 
doubt, is the tendency most diseases here have to run into the intermitting state; a form of all others most immedi- 
ately under the control of medicine, and one by which time is allowed to obviate a recurrence of the diseases. The 
violence of intermitting diseasés at the same time being chiefly exerted upon the spleen and other abdominal viscera, 
urless arrested in time, impair the constitution, and thereby lay the foundation for other disorders, which, though 
slow, eventually destroy life. 

The aptitude every form of disease has to run into that state, is so great, that peripneumonia, catarrh, opthalmia, 
and even rheumatic affections, frequently partake of it,and very often require bark and other tonics to complete the 
cure. 

The last epidemic we experienced in this country, was the influenza of the autumn of 1807, which commenced 
with the month of November, and continued during the greater part of that winter. Pleuritic symptoms combining 
with the influenza, contribute much to increase its mortality. A remarkable change in the character of that disease 
(pleurisy) took place at that period; cases occurring where it became necessary to use the lancet as freely as it ever 
is done in the Eastern States. Something of the same nature I think [have remarked in this disease often since, 
depletion being necessary to a much greater extent than I had seen it used previous to that year, and some of them 
in newly arrived Africans. Catarrhs have prevailed at different periods since, but not to so great a degree in force 
or extent. Some few cases, it ought to be observed, of that complaint, the last autumn, were strongly marked in their 
symptoms, such as accompanied the influenza of the year 1807. These were collections of matter in the antrum and 
frontal sinus; symptoms most characteristic of that disease, followed by the peculiar foetid discharge from those ca- 
vities. Some instances have occurred, when the abscess was seated in the lungs; unattended, however, with hectic 
fever; the discharge as foetid, soon, as in the other cases, relieved itself, and a speedy convalescence followed. 

The only endemic disease of the past season was the men teres fever; and so prevalent was it, that I have 
been frequently assured that nothing equal to it has been experienced for twenty years., This is ascribed, and with 
much probability, to the extreme rise of the Mississippi, covering the low grounds, and retiring during the summer. 
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How far the influence of its banks and the adjacent low grounds on the westerr: side of that river extends eastward, 
is yet undecided; but that it does, for a great distance, is evident from the similarity of the diseases of both coun- 
tries. ‘The diseases, in fact, of all the high lands in this neighborhood, are properly such as are generated upon low 
and marshy situations; many artificial causes, it is true, increase the evil, such as clearing the low grounds, erect- 
ing ponds, &c. During the last summer those situations which, in former seasons, were most exempt, became very 
subject to the prevailing diseases. The character of this endemic differed somewhat from the saine disease of other 
years; a deep sighing was a very constant symptom of the remitting and intermitting fevers of the present year, with 
great pain at the pit of the stomach, and copious discharges of a dark color from the stomach and alimentary canal. 

‘The access of the above diseases was, for the most part, preceded by a lassitude, slight rigor or chill, one or two 
days previous to the attack, recurring at regular periods daily, or every other day, and increasing in violence until 
the disease became fully marked. The chill varied in different cases, and was mostly attended by an exceeding 
irritable state of the stomach, or vomiting. To this succeeded the fever, which continued from six to twenty-four 
hours, with excruciating pain of the head, back, and pit of the stomach. When the patient was robust and of a ple- 
thoric habit, the fever frequently set in with a very slight chill, and continued for two or three days before a com- 
plete intermission took place. : oo 2 

What the general effect of this climate might be upon a body of men subject to military habits, &c. I could not 
venture to say from experience, but am inclined to think, must be very similar to that experienced by the poorer 
class of emigrants, who annually visit this country from above. ‘The first effect, occasioned by intense heat, and 
other remote causes, upon persons of that description, discovers itself early in an attack of cholera morbus, remit- 
ting and intermitting fever, diarrhoea, or dysentery: the former are by much the most favorable forms of seasoning, 
as it is usually termed; the diarrhoea or dysentery are invariably the worst, and at all times, a most serious com- 
plaint. ‘This last form of disease, no doubt, would be the one most likely to occur, where improper diet, intem- 
perance, and frequent exposure to the sudden changes of air, take place. ‘The difficulty of restoring the tone 
of the bowels after an attack of that complaint, is such, that it not unfrequently baffles every attempt of medicine, 
and requires a change of climate to effect it. " ; ; 

To guard a large body of men against the occurence of disease, from such numerous sources, would, without 
doubt, be a very difficult thing to accomplish, unless their arrival could be so managed as_to inure, in some measure, 
the constitution gradually to the change of climate. ‘This has been sometimes attempted in introducing fresh gangs 
of negroes into the territory, and apparently with the happiest effect. Depletion here was substituted, and lenient 
exercise, for some time, together with a proper regimen, observed. 


No. 8. 


Wasuincton, January 23, 1810. 
Sir: 

As you have resigned the command of the troops to which we are attached, this letter cannot, by the most 
malignant, be ascribed to any improper motives, and we beg you to be assured that it proceeds from the most dis- 
interested source, and is produced by a temper of justice only. ” 

In offering to you our best wishes for your future health and happiness, we should not do justice to our feelings, 
nor your conduct, if we omitted to acknowledge your incessant attention to the department of which we are mem- 
bers, or failed to give testimony to your solicitude, your tenderness for, and fostering care of, the sick; for it was, 
sir, to the supplies of extraordinary comforts and necessaries which you from time to time have ordered, that we 
owe the lives of many men; and whatever may have been the misrepresentations or misapprehensions which have 


gone forth on this subject, we have no doubt the conscivusness of your own good conduct will afford you the rich- 
est reward under heaven. 


We have the honor to remain, your very obedient and humble servants, 
J. W. DANIEL, Hospital Surgeon, United States’ Army. ™ 
D. CLAUDE, Surgeon Light Artillery. 
ALFRED THRUSTON, Surgeon 7th Infantry. 
WM. UPSHAW, Surgeon 5th Infantry. 
SMITH CUTTER, Surgeon Rifle Corps. 
LEWIS DUNHAM, Surgeon Dragoons. 
THOMAS PINKERTON, Surgeon’s Mate United States’ Army. 
A. G. GOODLET, Surgeon’s Mate 7th Infantry. 
THOMAS LAWSON, Surgeon’s Mate. 
General WiLKINson. 








11th Concress.] No. 101. {3d_ Session. 


THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DECEMBER 14, 1810. 


. War Department, December 13th, 1810. 

IR: 

In obedience to a resolution of the honorable the Senate, passed April 7th, 1810, ** directing the Secretary of 
War to prepare a system of regulations for improving the discipline of the militia of the United States, comprehend- 
ing the infantry, cavalry, and artillery, and to report the same to the Senate at the next session of Congress,” the fol- 
lowing regulations for the infantry, cavalry, and artillery, are herewith respectfully presented. 

In determining on the regulations which it may be most eligible to establish for the government of the infantry 
several considerations present themselves: first, the organization of companies, battalions, and regiments, as or- 
dained by existing laws; secondly, the proficiency already made, with the experience acquired under the present 
system. Were the militia to be organized at this time from the population of the United States, and regulations to 
be adopted for their government and discipline, without regard to their present organization and discipline, the sys- 
tem of organization and tactics of the French armies would claim a preference. Bat the adoption of this system 
would require an entire new organization of companies, battalions, and regiments; and it is at least doubtful 
whether the officers of the militia would bestow gratuitously the time and attention necessary for their own, and the 
instruction of the men under their command, in the new and additional duties thus devolving on them. 
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The regulations prepared by the late Baron de Steuben, and ordered for g 

United States by the Continental Congress, March 29th, 1779, are aknewiodoet vt pan ap Aino my hon 
tiuns and directions for the discipline and government of an army, and have been the general rule of practice ob- 
served by the militiaas well as by the army of the United States. It has, therefore, been judged expedient to continue 
these regulations as a basis, and to add to them such amendments and alterations as have been suggested by expe- 
rience, with some manceuvres which make a part of more modern tactics. Should this proposal be adopted, the 
ordinance of March, 1779, as altered and amended, will require to be reprinted. alg 

_ For the government of the Cavalry.—The ordinance for the exercise and manceuvres of the light cavalry of the 
French armies having all the advantages and improvements derived from long experience and actual service ap- 
pears to be well calculated. In order that a judgment may be formed of its merits, a translation of the whole of that 
ordinance, together with a volume of plates, explanatory of the directions, is herewith transmitted. In case it shall 
be approved, a revision of the work, by a person conversant with military science, wil! be necessary, in which the 
terms will be rendered analogous to our language; the whole may be abbreviated, and such parts as are not applica- 


ble to light cavalry may be entirely omitted. 
For the Artillery.—** A compendious exercise for garrison and field ordnance,” selected from the most approved 


authorilies, by officers of experience, is proposed, and herewith reported for consideration. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM EUSTIS. 


The Hon. the Presipent of the Senate of the United States. 
Nors.—The papers referred to in this report are not now to be found. 


Ath Coneress. ] No. 102. [3d Session. 


ESTIMATE FOR FORTIFICATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1811. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 18, I811. 


War Department, January 8, 1811. 


Sire: 
I have the honor to transmit to the committee appointed on that part of the President’s message relating to 
the land forces and fortifications, an estimate of moneys required on account of fortifications for the year 1811. 
With respectful consideration, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


Honorable Jonxn Dawson, Chairman. 


Estimate of moneys required on account of Fortifications, for the year 1811. 


For completing fortifications in Georgia and South Carolina, including eleven thousand five hundred 








and seventy-one dollars and forty-two cents for the land on which Fort Mechanic, in the harbor 
of Charleston, is erected, - - ° . . ° $55,000 00 
Harbor of New York, (as per estimate enclosed) — - : - : - 83,303 86 
Harbor of Newport, Rhode Island, - - . . - - 10,000 00 
For general repairs of fortifications, - - - . : - 12,000 00 
160,303 86 
Deduct balance unexpended of former appropriations, - - - - 29,257 56 


$131,046 30 











War Department, January 8, 1811 
W. EUSTIS. 


New York, December 29, 1810. 


] 


Srr: 

I should have transmitted the enclosed estimates at an earlier day, if [ could have obtained the requisite in- 
formation from the several mechanics, it being my wish to come as near the real charges as the case would admit, 
and even now it should be considered that many requisites may occur at the finishing the work, which are not fore- 
seen: for this reason I have omitted any allowance for the materials on hand. ‘The several amounts are, viz: 


For the work at West Head, - - - - $51,531 71 
For Castle William, - . - - - 8,500 00 
: - - - 18,965 14 





For Bedloe’s Island, 


Making, in the whole, - - - - $78,996 85 


To this should be added, in case the work at West Head is to be carried up two 
tiers, - - - - - - $83,303 86 





You will believe me when I assure you that, estimating future expenditures, (especially when this species of 
work is new and uncommon) is not only the most arduous, but the most unpleasant business belonging to an engi- 


neer. ; ; ; 

In the present estimate I have endeavored to go into a minute detail, and have formed the aggregate from the 
best data I could obtain, and I hope the real expenditure will not exceed what is stated; but I beg your leave to 
solicit, fur myself, those allowances which candor should make, in every case where the best means have been 


used to come at the real truth. : ; 
You will please to observe the difference between carrying the battery up to a second tier. 


This is the difference between a perfect work of fifty-six guns, with ample sneuemanumen Ds a garrison, and 


an imperfect work of twenty-eight guns, without any accommodation for the men when not on duty. 
I have made no estimate for the battery on Ellis’s Island, because I consider every thing there as temporary; to 


make a proper defence, these old works should be obliterated, and begun de novo. 


I have the honor to be, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient servant, 
JONA. WILLIAMS. 
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Estimate of appropriation requisite to complete the works in the harbor of New York, exclusive of Ordnance. 


West Heap. 

To complete this work as a battery, mounting twenty-eight guns, of the heaviest metal, in one tier, protected 
from small shot from ships’ tops, by a roof, covered with slate, including materials and labor, but exclusive of car- 
penter’s and smith’s work, and also exclusive of materials on hand, - - - $39,340 79 
Carpenter’s and smith’s work, - . - - ° . 12,190 92 


$51,531 71 














‘To complete the above battery, su as to mount twenty-eight guns, under bomb proof casements, with a terrace 
of masonry, and parapet, so as to mount a second tier of columbiads carrying shot of 50 Ib. weight, including mate- 
rials and labor, but exclusive of carpenter’s and smith’s work, and, also, exclusive of materials on hand, $124,582 31 








Carpenter’s and smith’s work, - - - - - - 10,253 26 
re as $134,835 57 

Deduct the estimate for one tier, which is included in this estimate, - - - 61,531 71 
- - . - - $83,303 86 


Difference, 





N. B. This difference is between a battery of one tier, with a wooden roof, without barracks, and unprotected 
from shells, and a battery of two tiers, with ample barracks for all the men requisite to defend it, and with a bomb 
proof protection for one of the tiers. ‘The magazine, furnace, and officers’ barracks, are nearly the same in both 
cases; but the roof, and piers to support it, will be a total loss, in case the battery should be first completed as for 


one, and, afterwards, be raised for two tier. 
CastLE Wi iam. 


To complete this castle, as originally planned, but without officers’ quarters, mason work, and materials for ex- 


terior and interior gateway, magazine, wall around it, the interior wall, furnaces, and a small remnant of flagging 
$7,500 


on the top - : - - - - - 
ter’s and smith’s work, to complete the men’s barracks, and the interior of the magazine; also 


Carpenter 
for putting up the iron railing round the interior edge of the terrace, making due allowance for the work- 
. - - - - 1,000 


manship of army artificers, - 





$8,500 


Bep.oe’s Is_anp. 


‘To complete the fort, exclusive of any further building for barracks, and including the guard house, mason work, 
and materials for magazine and gateway, and completing those parts of the counter scarp which had been left open 
for the passage of materials, and for carts employed in excavating the ditch, and raising the wall on the Southern 
side of the island, which has been found too low to support the requisite slope of the glacis, - $8,211 88 


Carpenter’s and smith’s work, for completing the platform on every side, making the drawbridge, 
- - - - - 10,753 26 


and building the guard house, - 





$18,965 14 














N. B. There remains much labor to be performed, to clear out the ditch and form the glacis, which is not includ- 
ed in the above estimate, supposing it to be done by army fatigues. 





Lith ConcrEss. } No. 103. [3d Session. 
THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 20, I811. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
I lay before Congress a return of the Militia of the United States, as received by the Department of War, 


from the several States and Territories. 
JAMES MADISON. 
February 19, 1811. 
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11th Concress.] No. 104. [3d_Session. 





EXPENSES OF ARMORIES, AND ARMS MANUFACTURED IN 1810, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 2, 1811, 


i War Department, February 23, 1811. 
SIR: 


In obedience to the fifth section of an act, entitled ‘* An act to provide for the erecting and repairing of arse- 
nals and magazines, and for other purposes,” I have the honor of transmitting to Congress an account of the ex- 
penses of the national armories at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry, together with a return of the arms made and re- 
paired at each, during the year 1810. 

It will appear from the report, that the amount of the expenditures at the armory at Harper’s Ferry, for the last 
six months of the year 1810, are founded on estimates—the accounts for that period not having been received. 


It may be proper also to state, that the account of the expenses at Harper’s Ferry includes disbursements to a 
considerable amount, made at that place in 1810, for the erection of additional buildings. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


W. EUSTIS. 
The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. . 


Statement of the expenses of the National Armories at Springfield, Massachusetts, and at Harper's Ferry, Virgi- 
nia, for one year, commencing the 1st of January, 1810, viz: 


Armory AT SPRINGFIELD. 


For amount of ‘money expended at that place in the manufacture of arms, and expenses incident thereto, from the 
ist of January to the 31st of December, 1810, - - - 








: - $122,774 08 
Armory aT Harper’s Ferry. 
For amount of moneys expended at that place, in the manufacture of arms, and expenses incident 
thereto, to 30th June, 1810, to which period the accounts have been settled, - 78,576 50 
‘To which add the amount of moneys advanced on estimate, being the probable expenses of 
the armory, to the 30th November, 1810, - - - 61,680 36 
Probable expenses for December, 1810, - - - - 14,833 33 
— 76,513 69 
———— 155,090 19 
Dollars, - 277,864 27 





War Department, 4ecountant’s Office, February 22, 1810. ; 
WILLIAM SIMMONS, 4ccountant. 


Return of Arms manufactured and repaired at the United States’ armory at this place, that have been received from 
the superintendent, and deposited in the military stores in the year 1810. 


New muskets with bayonets, = - - . : : 





- - 9,700 
New carbines or Indian guns, - ° . . ‘ a ri 601 

Total,newarms, —- 10,301 
French, English, American, &c., muskets, with bayonets, that have been repaired, - : 1,406 





Sprincrietp, Massacuusetrs, December 31, 1810. 


: JAMES BYERS, Storekeeper, 
The Honorable Secrerary or War. 


Statement showing the number ef Arms manufactured at the armory at Harper’s Ferry, in Virginia, and received 
into the store in the year 1810; also, of arms repaired and received during the same period. 




















Harpoon Muskets. Muskets re- 
Guns. paired. 
Received for January, - - - . . - ° 700 
February, - . . - - ° 700 
March, - . - - - . - 800 
April, - - . ° : - : 800 
ay, - . . : . . 2 800 
June, - . - - . 2 800 42 
July, - , : - - - . 800 45 
August, - ° - - - o 800 112 
September, - - - “ ° é 800 117 
October, - - - : : - - 800 133 
November, - - . - . , 300 (57 
December, - - - - - 
4 8,600 606 








SAMUEL ANNIN, Military Storekeeper. 
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12th ConGress. } No. 105. [ist Session. 


CANNON, SMALL ARMS, AND OTHER MUNITIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 16, 1811. 


Mr. Seybert, from the committee to whom was referred ‘* so much of the President’s message as relates to the manu- 
facture of cannon and small arms, and the providing munitions of war,” *after having, according to order, con- 
sidered the several subjects submitted, made the following report, in part: 


That it is, at all times, expedient for a nation to be supplied with an ample stock of all such articles and mate- 
rials as are requisite for defensive or offensive operations. Such provisions will make its citizens confident at home, 
whilst they, at the same time, guarantee respect on the part of foreign nations. No one, it is presumed, will deny 
that an extensive supply of the implements of war is preferable to the amount of their cost lying buried in the vaults 
of the treasury, more especially when it is considered that, on occasions of the first importance, they are indispen- 
sably necessary, and that for the greater part they are imperishable from their nature. ‘The proposition just laid 
down will appear evident, when it is recollected that the least rumor of a war will immediately add to the value 
of such articles, very generally, from 50 to 100 per centum; nay, this declaration might have been carried much 
further; and it may not be out of place to notice the fact, that, under circumstances far from being the most un- 
favorable, refined saltpetre has commanded the enormous price of one dollar and fifty cents per pound; whereas, 
its ordinary value is about thirty cents per pound in our markets. a. ; 

It is also well known, that all manufactured articles, which are made in haste, are generally very defective; this 
should be particularly guarded against in the case of fire arms of every description. When it becomes absolutely 
necessary to provide such equipments, contractors always insist upon their own terms. Experience has proved that 
contracts under such circumstances, on national account, (we do not confine this assertion to our own country) have 
been made to a great disadvantage. Regular annual supplies, in times of peace, should always be preferred. It would 
be unwarrantable in the extreme to hazard a want of this kind until the last moment—antil the enemy may be at our 
doors. It will be in vain to look for additions from Europe at a period when the extensive naval force of an 
enemy, aided by many private armed ships, shall swarm on the ocean. Who could then be so hardy as to entertain 
the expectation of frequent arrivals in our ports? 

It is with peculiar satisfaction your committee finds itself enabled, under the warranty of the proper departments, 
to state, that many of the most necessary, are articles of which there is a considerable stock on hand, and that others 
of them are abundant in our territories. Or, in the words of the message, we may be permitted to repeat that ** the 
manufacture ot cannon and small arms, and the stock and resources of all the necessary munitions are adequate to 
emergencies. 

The flourishing state of the foundries throughout the United States; they have been heretofore successfully em- 
ployed, on Government account, in Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, the District of Columbia, 
&c. ‘The regular supplies of small arms of every description, from the establishments which are now under the con- 
trol of the Government, and these seconded by the several contracts which have been already made with individuals 
in various parts of the Union, together with the ease with which they may be multiplied so as to meet any demands 
which circumstances may require, independent of the arrangements made on the part of the States, individually, are 
some of the many proofs which demonstrate the great resources of this republic. What nation can boast of more or 
better iron than the United States? Our foundries have not only been in successful operation; they are far from 
being infantile, and have arrived at perfection. Upon the best authority, we state the furnaces, forges, and bloome- 
ries, in the United States, to be five hundred and thirty. The art of boring cannon is, in many laces in Europe, 
deemed a secret of great importance; they there keep their cuffers concealed from strangers in lodhomn bags. In the 
United States this process is so weil understood, that an inspector of our artillery has declared to the world ** he never 
was compelled to reject a gun on account of a defect in the bore,” though he examined ** upwards of two thousand 
cannon of different calibers.” 

It is notorious that we may have lead, from the mines in our country, toany amount. Our resources for saltpetre in 
the Western States are said to be inexhaustible. Of sulphur we have a considerable stock in store. Each of the 
States can furnish an extensive catalogue of powder mills; their number in the United States amounts to two hun- 
dred and seven, and many of them are celebrated for the excellence of their powder. Notwithstanding these facts, 
it is necessary to repeat, that, under the present aspect of affairs, it is proper a further provision of all the munitions 
of war be forthwith made. Expenditures to a considerable amount, het applied to such purposes, will ultimately 
be found to be economy in the true sense and meaning of the term, by the saving of the difference between the pre- 


sent prices and such as will be demanded when we shall be at war. In conformity with these views, your com- 
mittee beg leave to report a bill. 


. War Department, December 9th, 1811. 
TR! 


In answer to your letter of the 28th November, requesting ‘*a statement of the cannon and small arms, and of 
the munitions of war, generally, now on hand; and whether any, and, if any, to what extent, further purchases should 
be made, under the present aspect of affairs, and the amount of the appropriation necessary,” I have the honor to 
transmit, herewith, a summary, marked A, of the most important articles in the Ordnance Department, now on hand, 
as taken from the returns of the superintendent of military stores, dated Ist November, 1811. 

‘The manufacture of cannon and shot is progressing at the established foundries in the United States, increasing 
the supply on hand and admitting of any extension which circumstances may require. 

A reference to the explanatory note on the summary marked A, wiil show that great deductions must be made 
from the number of stands of arms reported ‘* fit for service.” ‘The number in store, fit for immediate use, may, 
however, be safely relied on as competent to supply any number of troops that will be brought into the field. 

The public armories at Springfield, Massachusetts, and at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, furnish annually 20,000 
stands. Those delivered on private contract amounted, in the year ending the 30th September, 1811, to 11,801. 

From these sources, which may be extended as circumstances may require, a supply of arms of increasing supe- 
riority in fabric, competent to meet the emergencies of a war, however protracted, may with certainty be relied on. 

The estimate for ordnance and ordnance stores, marked B, shows the quantity of such articles in that department 
as are, ** under the present aspect of affairs,” deemed expedient to be procured, in addition to those now on hand. 

The estimate for camp equipage, and other quartermaster’s stores, marked C, embraces a competent supply for 
50,000 men for one year. 


From these estimates, it will appear that the sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars will be required 
to make the purchases. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 
The Hon. Apam Sryzert, Chairman. 


*See Foreign Relations, No. 32, page 79. 
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A. 


Summary of the most important articles in the Ordnance Department, as exhibited in the report of the Superin- 
tendent of Military Stores, 1st November, 1811. 


Pieces of brass ordnance, of kinds, - - - . . m 462 
" iron = do. lo. - - - . - - 1,876 
Gun carriages ; do. - ast : - - 1,066 
Grape, strapt, and canister shot, fixed, and unfixed, of sizes, - . - - 46,677 
Hand grenades, — - - - - - - - - 514 
Cannon balls of sizes, - - - . - - - 217,652 
Shells, of sizes, - : - - - - 48,246 
Grape shot, pounds of, - - : - - 378,719 
do. barrels “ - - : - - - 183 
do. bunches “* - - - . : - - 121 
do. boxes, “ - - : : : - - 214 
Musket balls and buck shot, pounds of, - - . - - - 64,575 
do. do. barrels, - - - - - ° 6 
Powder, pounds of, ; - - - : - - 486,064 
Cartridge paper, pounds of, - - : ‘ ° ° 2,338 
do. quires, - ° - . - : - 9,385 
Stands ofarms fit for service, - ae - : - - - 202,621 
Muskets with and without bayonets, wanting repairs, = - - - . - 21,781 
Pairs of pistols, - - : : : - 4,655 
Rampart arms, carbines, &c. - - - - - 3,666 
Rifles : , . . . - . 6,911 
Swords and cutlasses, - - - - - - . 12,403 
0. do. boxes of, - - - - - - - 1 
Flints, of kinds, . - - - - - 2,038,308 
do. boxes of, - : - - - - - 3 
Spears and espontoons, &c. - - - - : - 1,546 
Cartouch boxes, - - : : : : - 67,138 
Stocks, of kinds, - - - - a a - -. 100,806 
a — “, - . - - - - - - 234,292 
itre, crude, pounds of, 315,342 ; P ; - 
do. clined.” do 782,691 : ~ 1,098,033 
Lead, pounds of, - - - - - - - 1,210,731 
Tents, of kinds, - - - - . - 3,098 
Canteens, . - - - - - - 14,106 
Knapsacks and haversacks, - - - - - . 15,533 
Camp kettles, - - . - - . - 2,797 
Steel, pounds of, . - - . - - - 38,706 
Iron do. - - - - - - - 113,987 
Forage bags, &c. - - - - . - - 20,624 
. . . . . . 1,392 


Saddles, 


Nore.—The cannon are generally good, sufficiently proved, and may be relied on. From the number of small 
arms reported “fit for service” it is presumed that a deduction of one-third should be made for those which may be 
found to want repairs, and for British, German, and other arms, of calibers different from the standard of the United 


States. 

From the quantity of nitre returned, a deduction must be made of 242,175 pounds, loaned the Navy Department, 
and of 71,740 pounds due from the estate of Wheelen and Miller. 
tion of 39,813 pounds, loaned the Navy Department. 


From the quantity of sulphur returned, a deduc- 
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General View of the Ordnance, Shot, Small Arms, Powder, Se. in Store, belonging to the Navy of the Unit 
States; taken frem the last returns, by the resp : ae avy of the United 








eclive Agents to the Navy Department. 
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At Marine Barracks 
at Washington, - 
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GENERAL VIEW OF THE ORDNANCE—Continued. 
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* Trophies taken from the Tripolitans, and intended as a present to the Bashaw of ‘Tripoli. 
+ Indifferent; the greater portion require repairs; vary in caliber. 
+ About one-third of this powder is of inferior quality, being old. 


B. 


Estimate for Ordnance and Ordnance Stores. 





100 Eighteen pounder cannon, 27 cwt. each, at $133 33 per ton - - - $17,999 
150 Travelling carriages for ditto, at $400 each, = - - - ; - 60,000 
200 Six pounder cannon, at $72, - - - - - - ‘ 14,400 
300 Travelling carriages of 27 cwt. each, at $250, - ; - - m 75,000 
3,600 Tons of cannon balls, of sizes, at $90 per ton, - - - . ‘ 324,000 
1,000,000 Pounds of nitre, at 40 cents, . - - : - - 400, 000 
200,000 Do. of sulphur, at 6 cents, = - - - - - - e 12,000 
500 ‘Tons of Lead, at $160 per ton, - - - - - - 80,000 
5,000 Reams of cartridge paper, at $6 per ream, - - - - : 30,000 
Ammunition and baggage wagons, - : - - - - 75,000 

Tools and implements requisite, - - - - “ - 15,000 
Laboratories and laboratory apparatus, - - . - - - 12,000 
$1,115,399 








Novs.-—Harness and other equipage, which are perishable articles, and such as may be procured when occasion 
requires, are omitted in this estimate. 
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C. 


Estimate for Camp Equipage and other Quarlermaster’s Stores, competent to supply 50,000 men for one year. 





507 


10,000 Common tents, (at the present price of duck) at $15 each, - - : $150,000 
1,200 Wall tents, at $25, - - - - - - - - 30,000 
50,000 Knapsacks, at $1, - - - - - - - - 50,000 
50,000 Canteens, at 25 cents, - - - - - - - 12,500 
10,000 Camp kettles, at $2, - - - - : - 20,000 
50,000 Cartouch boxes and belts, at $1 50, - - : - - - 75,000 
50,000 Bayonet scabbards and belts, at $1, —- - - . . - 50,000 
For tools and implements requisite,  - - - - - - - 6,500 
$394,000 

Nore.— Wagons, as also harness, which is a perishable article, being such as can readily be supplied, if found 

necessary, are not included in this estimate. . 








12th Concress. } No. 106. [Ist Session. 





| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 17, 1811. 


Mr. Cueves, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s message, of the 5th of Novem- 
ber, 1811,* as relates to the defence of our maritime frontier, made the following report, in part : 


That two communications, from the Secretary of War, which accompany this report, which were made in reply 
to queries propounded by the committee, contain the best information on this subject which they have been able 
to collect. That one of them contains an enumeration of the several permanent fortifications, which have been com- 
pleted or commenced, with remarks on the troops necessary to garrison them. That, for the completion of works 
already commenced, no further appropriation is requisite. But that some additional works are deemed necessary, 
the precise extent of which cannot at present be determined: for which, and for contingent objects of defence on our 
maritime frontier, in the event of hostilities, the committee recommend an appropriation of one million of dollars; 


and the committee, for that purpose, beg leave to report a bill, entitled **A bill making a further appropriation for the 
defence of our maritime frontier.” 


War Department, December 3, 1811. 
SIR: 


In answer to the following inquiries of the honorable committee, ** to whom was referred so much of the Pre- 
sident’s messege as relates to the defence of our maritime frontier,” viz: ; ; ; 
** Is any, and, if any, what, additional appropriation necessary to complete the fortifications which have been al- 
ready directed and commenced P” 


** Are any, and, if any, what, additional fortifications necessary for the effectual defence of the maritime frontier 


+ 


of the United States ?”’ 


**Are any, and, if any, what, other means of defence necessary for the effectual protection of that frontier?” 

** If any additional fortifications, or other means of defence, be necessary, what appropriation, distinguishing the 
sum required for each particular object, will be requisite?” ; 

[ have the honor to state, that the permanent works which have been directed and commenced, for the protection 
of our maritime frontier, are so far completed, on the plan originally laid down (with some additions) that the unex- 
pended balance of the appropriation for that purpose is deemed sufficient to finish them. _ 1 ; 

** For the effectual defence of the maritime frontier of the United States,” the fortifications which have been 
erected, in some ports, must be extended; in others, new and additional works will be necessary. The harbor of 
New York, from its exposed situation, and relative importance to the Union, together with the harbor of Newport, 
in Rhode Island, claim particular attention, and require additional means of defence. 

As auxiliary to the fortifications, cannon, mounted on travelling carriages, have been deposited at the most con- 
venient and imporiant posts, which can be directed to such points as the movements and operations of an enemy 
may require. An additional number will be provided, but, as the expenditure incident to such additions comes with- 
in the ordnance departinent, the estimate will be submitted to the committee who have that subject under conside- 
ration. : 

As it is impossible to ascertain the extent of the additional fortifications which may become necessary in the 
event of war, no precise estimate can be offered of the expense of erecting them: it is, however, respectfully pro- 
posed, for the consideration of the honorable cominittee, that one million of dollars be appropriated for that purpose. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM EUSTIS. 
Honorable Lancpon Cueves, Chairman. 


War Department, December 10, 1811. 

Sir: 
Tn answer to your letter of the 4th instant, requesting * what are the number, nature, and state of repair, of 
the fortifications of the maritime frontier of the United States, and what will be the number and character of the 
troops necessary for their defence,” { have the honor to transmit, herewith, a general report, exhibiting the nature 
extent, and condition, of the fortifications which have been constructed for the defence of the maritime frontier of 
the United States, together with the full complement of artillerists, necessary to man the number of guns therein 
specified. 

"ta of the cannon, mounted on travelling carriages, not being included in the accompanying report, no estimate 
is offered of the number of artillerists necessary to man them. __ ‘ . 

The first intention, of annexing to this report the number of infantry which may be required for the defence of 

each work, is found to be impracticable. 


* See Foreign Relations, No. 32, page 79. 
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The description of an enemy’s force, and the nature of his attack, may be such, that no corps of the army, except 
artillerists, will be requisite; they may be such as to require a body of intantry equal to the artillerists; and they may 
be such, that the number of infantry and other troops, necessary to cover the artillery and defend the works, must 


exceed, by a great proportion, that of tne artillerists. ; . ae . ; 
In this statement, the honorable committee will perceive the reasons which render it impossible to give a more 


precise and definite reply to this branch of their inquiry. . 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM EUSTIS. 


The Honorable Lanepon Cueves, Chairman. 


of Report the Fortifications for the defence of the ports and harbors of the United States, exhibiting the number 
and description of troops necessary for their defence, viz. 


|Number and 
| description 
| of troops. 








| Artillerists. 





District or Mane. | 


A circular battery of stone; with four heavy guns mounted, covered 
by a block house, with wooden barracks for fifty men and officers, | 
A circular battery of stones with four heavy guns mounted, covered 
by a block house, with wooden barracks for forty men and officers, | 
Penobscvi. = - A small enclosed battery; with four heavy guus mounted, : 
Georges, on Georges river. - | A small enclosed battery; with three heavy guns mounted, - 39 
On Damariscotia river, - | A simall enclosed battery; with three heavy guns mounted, covered 
by a block house, which answers for barracks for one officer and 
twenty men, - - - 
smali enclosed batrery; with six heavy guns mounted, covered by 
a block house, which answers for barracks for one officer and | 
twenty men, - - - - - 
| An enclosed work; witha battery of six heavy guns mounted, a small 
magazine, and wooden barracks for forty men and officers, - 78 
Portland harbor, - - | Fort Preble, situated on Spring Point, at the entrance of the harbor; 
an enclosed star fort of masenry, with a circular battery with 
flanks, mounting fourteen heavy guns, two brick magazines, and | 
brick barracks for one company of men and officers, - | 182 
Fort Scammel; (opposite) a circular battery of masonry with circu- 
lar flanks, mounting fifteen heavy guns, is covered in the rear with | 
a wooden block house, mounting six guns, and serves for quar- 
ters for one officer and twenty men, a brick magazine, &c. - 273 
At the north end of the town is a battery of five guns mounted, also | 
a good brick gun house, with four and eighteen pounders mounted 
on travelling carriages, = - . . . - 117 


Passamaquoddy, 


Machias, - 
52 


- 


Edgecomb, on Sheepseet river, 


Georgetown, Kennebec river, 











New Hampsuire. 


Fort Constitution, situated on the eastern point of New Castle Island 

at the entrance of Piscataqua river, three miles below Portsmouth; 

an enclosed irregular work of wasonry, mounting thirty-six heavy | 

guns, two brick magazines, that will contain one hundred and | 

fifty barrels of powder, and brick barracks for two companies of 

men aid officers, ._ - - - : - | 468 
Fort M’Clary, (opposite) on the Kittery side; a circular battery of 
masonry, enclosed by earth and palisades, mounting ten heavy | 
guns; a brick magazine, and barracks of brick and wood for one | 
company of men and officers, . - - - 130 
the town of Portsmouth; a brick arsenal with three twenty-four | 
and three eighteen pounders, mounted on field carriages, with 
horse harness and other implements complete, &c. - - 78 


Portsmouth harbor, - 


Ir 


— 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


- | On the east pomt of Plum Island, at the entrance-of the harbors an 
enclosed battery, built of earth and timber, mounting five heavy | 
guns, with a small brick magazine, and a barrack of wood for one | 
officer and twenty-five men, - - - | 

Cape Ann, Gloucester, - | At the head of the harbor; an enclosed battery, mounting seven heavy | 
guns, covered by a block house, which will answer for barracks | 

for twenty men and one officer, - - 
- | Fort Pickering, situated on the west side of the entrance into the har- 
bor; an enclosed work of masonry and sods, mounting six heavy 

guns, covered by a block house, a brick magazine, and barracks 
for one officer and thirty men, - - - | 
Marblehead, - - - | Fort Sewall: situated on the west point of the entrance into the har- | 
bor; an enclosed work of masonry and sods, mounting eight heavy | 

cannon, covered by a block house, a brick magazine, and barracks | 

for forty men and oflicers, - - - of 
- | Fort Independence, situated on Castle Island, on the South side of 
the inner harbor; a regular pentagon, with bastions of masonry, | 
mounting forty two heavy cannon, with two batteries for six | 
guns, a iarge brick magazine, which will contain four hundred bar- | 


Newburyport, - 


Salem, - 





Boston harbor. 


rels of powder, and brick barracks for two companies of men and | 
officers, also an o!d wooden barrack, which has quartered six com- | 
panies of the 4th regiment, - - : - 
Fort Warren, opposite, on Governor’s Island; a star fort of masonry, | 
mounting twelve guns. a brick magazine, and brick barracks for 
forty men and officers, - - - 
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—_ : 7 - fpemberent 
description 
of troops. 


Massacuusetrs—Boston harbor. 


Plymouth harbor, - - 
New Bedford, : . 


Ruope IsLanp. 


Harbor of Newport, - - 


Connectricur. 


New London Harbor, - : 


Srare or New York. 


New York Harbor, = - “ 





| Astillerists. 





On the West head, a circular battery of ten guns mounted with a brick 
magazine, - i 


Also on the South point, a circular battery, calculated for ten guns, | 


a small brick magazine, and a brick barrack for twenty men, 
Also at Charlestown, near the navy yard; a circular battery of earth 
for eight heavy guns, a brick arsenal, one hundred feet long and 
thirty wide, a large brick magazine, which will contain seven 
hundred barrels of powder, with a gun shed, eighty feet by twenty, 
for gun carriages, and a smal! wooden barrack for sixteen men, - 
At the Gurnet Point, the entrance of the harbor; the old enclosed 
fort has been repaired with stone and sods, mounting five heavy 
guns, with a brick magazine, and barracks for thirty men, - 
At Eldridge Point, which commands the entrance of the harbor; an 
enclosed work of masonry, mounting six heavy guns, with a brick 
magazine, and brick barracks for forty men and officers, - 


Fort Adams, situated on Briton Point, east side of the entrance of the 
harbor; an irregular star fort of masonry, ‘with an irregular in- 
dented work of masonry adjoining it, mounting seventeen heavy 
guns, a brick magazine, which is too damp for powder. The 
barracks are of wood and bricks, for one company of men and 
officers; also a gun house, - - - . 

Fort Wolcott, situated on Goat Island, in the centre of the harbor; 
a small enclosed irregular work, with open batteries, extending 
from two opposite flanks, of stone, earth sods, &c. mounting thir- 
ty-eightheavy guns, a brick magazine, that will contain two hun- 
dred barrels of powder. The barracks are of bricks and wood, 
for one company of men and officers, with a wooden gunhouse, 
one hundred and five by twenty-five feet, = - - - 

Rose Island, situated to defend the north and south passages of the 
harbor; a regular unfinished work of masonry of four bastions, 
two of which are circular. Within the works are a range of 
stone barracks, of arched rooms, sufficient for three hundred men; 
the officers’ quarters are two small wooden buildings, twenty- 
nine by twenty-five feet. ‘There is no magazine or store house. 
The works were commenced in 1798—unfinished. 

At the north point of the town, on a piece of ground rented by the 
United States, called Easton’s Point. an elliptical stone battery 
has been erected, but now in a state of ruin, part of the walls hav- 
ing fallen down. 

On a bluff of rocks, called the Dumplins, on Conanicut Island, 
nearly opposite to Fort Adams; a circular tower of stone, with 
casemates, which will contain thirty or forty men; and, with a 
small expense, there can be mounted six or eight heavy guns; and 
now in an unfinished state. 


Fort ‘Trumbull, situated on the west side of the harbor; an irregu- 
lar enclosed work of masonry and sod, mounting eighteen heavy 
guns; a brick magazine, that will contain eighty barrels of pow- 
der, and a brick barrack, for one company of men and officers, - 

Fort Hale, situated on the eastern side of the harbor of New Haven; 
an elliptical enclosed battery of masonry; mounting six heavy 
guns; a small brick magazine, and brick Eemeshe for fifty men 
and officers, - . . : - - 

At Stonington; a brick arsenal, with four eighteen pounders mount- 
ed on travelling carriages, - - . - 


Fort Columbus, situated on Governor’s Island, within half a mile 
of the city; a regular enclosed work of masonry, comprehending 
four bastions and a ravelin, with sixty heavy guns mounted, a brick 
magazine that will contain five hundred barrels of powder, and 
brick barracks for two companies of men and officers, and a fur- 
nace for heating shot, —- - - : - 

On a projecting point of the island stands a stone tower, called 
Castle Williams, with fifty-two, forty-two, and thirty-two pound- 
ers, mounted on two tiers, under a bomb roof, and on the terrace 
above is intended to mount .twenty-six fifty fpound Columbiads. 
Two stone magazines, which will contain two hundred and fifty 
barels of powder, and the arches of the second tier will answer for 
barracks for three hundred men; also, on the island, a stone ma- 
gazine, which will hold two hundred barrels of powder, a brick ar- 
senal; a wooden gunhouse, and a wooden barrack for three hun- 
dred men and officers, - : - - - 

Bedloe’s Island, nearly opposite; a star fort of masonry, mounting 
twenty-four heavy guns, a stone magazine, which will contain 
two hundred barrels of powder; a brick barrack for one com- 

any of men and officers, and a brick arsenal, - : 

Ellis’s Island, opposite Fort Columbus; an enclosed circular battery 
of masonry, mounting fourteen heavy guns, with barracks of 
stone and wood for one company of men and officers, - - 


| 


i 
' 
| 


130 


130 


104 
65 


78 


221 


594 





234 


78 


52 


780 


1,014 


312 





182 
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REPORT OF FORTIFICATIONS, &c.—Continued. 


Number and 
description 
of troops. 


Artillerists. 





About one hundred yards in front of the west head of the grand 
battery, in the city of New York, an enclosed circular battery of 
stone, with twenty-eight heavy guns mounted, with two maga- 
zines, and barracks for officers, —- - - - 

| North battery, one mile up North river; an enclosed circular stone 

battery, with sixteen heavy guns mounted, a stone magazine, a 
small wooden barrack for officers, and furnace for heating shot, 

| In the city of New York; a brick arsenal, with one brass twenty- 
four, seven twelve pounders, four brass howitzers, and’ twenty- 
two iron eighteen pounders, all mounted on travelling or field 
carriages, with implements, &c. also a three story brick store 
house, : - . - - . 

Three miles out of the city; a brick arsenal; a stone magazine which 

will contain five hundred barrels of powder, for supplying the 

| works in the harbor, and a brick laboratory for the making and 
repairing of ammunition, &c. - . - - 

At Sagg Harbor, on Long Island, a brick arsenal, with four eighteen 
pounders mounted on field carriages, with implements, - 


New York Harbor—Continued. 


Fort Mifflin, situated on the west side of the Delaware river, seven 
miles below Philadelphia; an irregular enclosed work of mason- 
ry, defended by bastions, demi-bastions, &c. mounting twenty- 
nine heavy guns, with a water battery without the works, mounting 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


one hundred men and officers; within three quarters of a mile are 
public buildings, called the Lazaretto, which are good barracks 
for four hundred men, = - - - - - 
DELAWARE. 


An arsenal of brick, one and a half stories high, and ninety-six by 
twenty-six feet interior, with four twelve pounders mounted on 
field carriages, with implements and equipages complete, - 

Newcastle; an arsenal of brick, the same as at Wilmington, with 
four heavy cannon mounted on field carriages, with implements, 


Wilmington. - - . 


MARYLAND. 


Fort M’Henry, situated at the entrance of the harbor; a regular pen- 
tagon of masonry, calculated for thirty guns, a water battery, 
with ten heavy guns mounted, a brick magazine that will contain 
three hundred barrels of powder, with brick barracks for two 
companies of men and officers; without the fort, a wooden bar- 
rack for one company, also a brick store and gun house, - 

- | Fort Madison, situated at the western entrance into the harbor: ar 

enclosed work of masonry, comprehending a semi-elliptical face, 

with circular flanks, calculated for thirteen guns, with a brick 
magazine, and brick barracks for one company of men and offli- 


Harbor of Baltimore, - - 


Annapolis, , P 





cers, - - - - 
At the Windmill point, a circular battery of masonry, for eight heavy 
guns; in the rear of the works are quarters for two companies, - 
Fort Washington, situated at Warburton, on the east side of the 
river; an enclosed work of masonry, comprehending a semi-el- 
liptical face, with circular flanks, mounting thirteen heavy guns; 
it is defended in the rear by an octagon tower of masonry, mount- 
ing six cannon; a brick magazine, and brick barracks for one com- 
pany of men and officers, - - : . 


On Potomac. - - - 


VIRGINIA. 


Norfolk Harbor. : - | Fort Nelson, situated on the western side of Elizabeth river, and 
opposite that part of Norfolk called the Point; an irregular work, 
detended by whole and half bastions, &c., built of bricks and 
sods, and enclosed in the rear by a brick parapet, mounting thirty- 
seven guns, a brick magazine, which will contain two hundred 
barrels of powder; brick barracks for one company of men and 
officers, a large brick gun house, and a brick store house, which 
answers for a laboratory and other stores, = - - . 

Fort Norfolk, situated on the northeastern side of Elizabeth river, 
one thousand yards distant from Fort Nelson; an irregular en- 
closed work of masonry, comprehending a semi-elliptical battery, 
defended on the flanks and rear by irregular bastions, mounting 
thirty heavy guns; a brick magazine, which will contain onc hun- 
dred bewwale of powder, and brick barracks for two companies of 
men and officers, - - - - - 


On James River, - | Hood’s Bluffs; an unfinished work of masonry, intended for thirteen 
cannon, &c.; there are now barracks for one company of men and 
officers, - - - - - - 
North Carona. 


Wilmington, - - - | Fort Johnston, situated on the right bank of Cape Fear river, twenty- 
eight miles from Wilmington; a flank battery of tapier, mounting 
eight heavy guns, a brick magazine, a brick barrack for one 
company of men and officers, and a store house, - - 











eight heavy guns, a good brick magazine that will contain one | 
hundred and eighty barrels of powder, with brick barracks for | 


208 


wo 
ew 


481 


520 


169 


104 


481 


390 


169 





104 
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REPORT OF FORTIFICATIONS, &c.—Continued. 


























Number and 
description 
of troops. 
Artillerists. 

Beaufort, N. C. - - | Fort Hampton, of a circular form in front, and enclosed with a 
straight line in the rear, mounting five guns, a brick magazine, 
and brick barracks for one company of men and officers, - 65 
’ Sourn CaROLina. 
Harbor of Charleston, - - | Fort Johnston, situated in the harbor of Charleston; properly a ma- 


rine battery of an irregular form, built of brick and wood, mounting 
sixteen guns; two brick magazines that will contain one hundred 
barrels each. ‘The barracks are built of wood and tapier, and 
are sufficient for two hundred men and officers, - - 208 
Fort Moultrie, situated at the entrance of the harbor; an irregular 
form, built of brick, presenting a battery of three sides on the 
sea front, and the whole is enclosed with ramparts, parapets, &c. 
mounting forty guns; the magazine is brick, dry, and calculated 
to hold five hundred barrels of powder. The barracks are of 
brick, and suflicient for five hundred men and officers, - 520 
Castle Pinckney, of an elliptical form, built of brick; has two tiers 
of guns, and has thirty mounted. ‘There is also in the castle a 
good magazine, which will contain two hundred barrels of powder, 
and quarters for two hundred men and officers. The work is 
considered the most important in the harbor, - - 
Fort Mechanic; a temporary battery, built on the point of the city; 
it makes a cross fire with the Castle at a distance of n ne hundred 
yards; it mounts seven guns; has a small magazine for forty bar- 
rels of powder, and barracks for forty men and officers, - 91 
The site not ceded to the United States, and is falling to decay. Also 
a brick arsenal in the city, one hundred feet long and forty broad; 
the lower part for artillery carriages, &c.; in the upper is a rack 
for small arms, and other articles of various kinds, - : 
- | This work is of a circular form in front, and a straight line in the 
rear. It is, at present, only in its foundation four feet high above 
the ground. ‘There is a comfortable house on the public ground, 
containing two rooms and a kitchen. The work itself is entirely 
of tapier. 





390 


In Charleston, - - . 


Beaufort, - . 


GEorGIA. 


- | Fort Jackson,situated in a marsh on the west side of Savannah river, 
three miles below the town, and twelve hundred yards from the 
nearest dry land; an enclosed work of masonry and mud, mount- 
ing six heavy guns; two small brick magazines, and a wooden 
barrack for one company of men and oflicers. The work is in an 
unfinished state. ‘There is in the town of Savannah a range of 
two story wooden barracks, sufficient for two hundred men and 
officers, - - - - - - 78 


Savannah, - 








Fort St. Philip, at Placquemines, near the mouth of the river; an 


MIssIssIPPt- : : 
enclosed work of masonry and wood, calculated for twenty guns, 


with a magazine and barracks for one company, - 260 
English ‘Turn; an enclosed work, with two bastions and a battery 

of masonry, for nine guns, with a magazine, and barracks for one 

company; nearly finished, 117 


Fort St. Charles, in the city of New Orleans; an enclosed redoubt 
of five sides of masonry and earth; mounting nineteen guns; a 
magazine and barracks tor thirty men, - - - 247 

At the Bayou St. John; a strong battery of six guns, which com- 
mands the passage of Lake Pontchartrain, with barracks for thirty 
men, - - - - - _ - 78 


New Orleans, - - : 








Total, - - 12,610 























$19 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [1812. 


12th ¢ ONGRESS. J No. 107. [Ist Session. 


PROVISION FOR THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS WOUNDED, AND THE FAMILIES OF THOSE 
KILLED. IN THE ENGAGEMENT WITH THE INDIANS ON THE WABASH, IN 1811. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 8, 1812. 


Mr. M’Keer. from the committee to whom was referred the message of the President of the United States. tr: 
mitting two letters from Governor Harrison, of the Indiana territory, reporting the particulars* pes the a 
of the expedition under his command, against the hostile Indians on the Wabash: and to whom also was er as 
the memorial of the General Assembly of the Indiana territory, and the memorial of the officers and. sol  secnge 
the militia of Knox county, in the Indiana territory, who served in the late campaign under the ona =e of 
Governor Harrison, made the following report: = a 
‘That they have had the several matters to them referred under their consideration, and have given to them th; 

attention which their importance seems to merit. - en Te 
It appears to the committee that the troops under the command of Governor Harrison may very properly be 

termed raw troops; very few of the officers, and almost none of the men, had ever been in actual service oo a 

siderable proportion of them had been only a few weeks withdrawn from the pursuits of civil life. ‘The tomas Sa cali 

on this quickly assembled army, by the hostile Indians on the Wabasb, when viewed, either as it seledee ag 

nature of the enemy, the time, or the violence with which the attack was made, cannot but be considered of o | . 

character as would have severely tested the collected firmness of the most able and experienced troops This atta . 

violent and unexpected as it seems to have been, was repelled by the troops under the command pr» Ent Ha < 

rison, with a gallantry and good conduct worthy of future imitation. ‘The whole transaction, in the opi i “oF 
the committee, presents to the American people a new proof that the dauntless spirit of our ancestors ok : 
the war of the Revelation was so ably and successfully maintained, has not been diminished by more ph tl irty 
years of almost uninterrupted peace, but that it has been handed down unimpaired to their posterity ais 

In estimating the claims of the army on the Government of the United States, it is worthy of remark that the 

nature of the country,as well as of the enemy to be encountered, subjected the army to many extreme roe Bae . * 

equal dangers, where every thing was hazarded, and but little could be gained except the regard of heir omame 1‘ 
The volunteers and militia (to whose claims the memorials referred to the committee particularly relate) va 

actual service but ashort time, for which alone they are entitled to pay by laws the compensation, therefore he whi ‘h 

they are entitled, is not at all commensurate to the services rendered and the dangers incurred; besides. ~ ae f 

the officers and men who fell, or were wounded, in the battle of the 7th of November, 1811. were purchasers of the 

public lands, for which they were indebted to the United States, which debt falls due in a short time and the “1 

nalty of forfeiture will be incurred, if the debt is not paid. It would be unjust to inflict a penalty eo severe - My ‘ 

disconsolate widows and orphans of those officers and soldiers of the volunteers and militia, who in eatin ‘ith 

their brother officers and soldiers of the regular troops, fell in their country’s cause in a manner so yar mash i 

that nothing was wanting but a great occasion, interesting to the feelings of the American people, to have cre aaa 

their names with unfading laurels. ’ a ee 
As an evidence, theretore, of the regard due to the bravery and ability displayed by the troops under the command 
of Governor Harrison, in the battle of the 7th of November, 1811, as well as to relieve the representatives of thos 
who were killed in the action, from the pecuniary losses incurred in consequence thereof, the committee respe tally 
submit the following resolutions: spectiully 
ist. Pesolved, That one month’s pay ought to be allowed, in addition to the common allowance, to the officers 
(according to the rank which they held) the non-commissioned officers and privates of the regulars  eaieaean — 
militia, and to the legal representatives of those who were killed, or have since died of their wounds com caine ties 
army under the command of Governor Harrison, in the late campaign on the Wabash, hi iets 
2d. Resolved, That tive years’ half-pay ought to be allowed to the legal representatives of the officers, (according 
to the rank which they held) the non-commissioned officers and privates of the volunteers and militia who re 
killed in the battle of the 7th of November, 1811, or who have since died of their wounds. . _ 
3d. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law to place on the pension list the officers (according to the 
rank which they held) the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the volunteers and militia who served in the late 
campaign on the Wabash, under the command of Governor Harrison, and who have been wounded or disabled c 
the said campaign. : 
ith. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law to pay for the horses and other property ef individuals 
lost in, or in consequence of, the said battle. 7 ; — 

5th. Resolved, That the further time of ——— years ought to be allowed to the officers and soldiers who were 
wounded, and to the legal representatives of those who were killed, in the said battle, to complete the payments du : 
or which may fall due, to the United States, on any purchase of the public lands made by them before the said battle. 


* For these letters, see Indian Affairs, No. 131. 
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12th ConGREss. ] No. 108. List Session. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 31, 1812. 


War Deparrment, Janvary 23, 1812. 
Sir: 

_ In answer to your letter of the 16th instant, requesting **an estimate of the appropriation necessary for the 
service of the year 1812, to carry into effect the act passed at the present session, entitled ‘An act to raise, for a limit- 
ed time, an additional military force,” I have the honor to transmit, herewith, the estimates marked A, B, C, D, 
and E, as also a recapitulation of the whole, marked F, amounting to six millions six hundred and ninety-seven 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-two dollars and fifty-four cents. But, as a part of the sum of one million five 
hundred thousand dollars, appropriated by the act of the 14th of January, of the present year, for the purchase of 
ordnance, ordinance stores, camp equipage, and other quartermaster’s stores, may be applied to the purchase of seve- 
ral items contained in the estimates, a deduction may be made— 


On account of wagons, _ - - - - - - - $47,640 
Do. camp equipage, - - - - - - 206,100 
Do. tools and implements, - - - - - - 13,900 


making in the whole, a deduction of two hundred and sixty-seven thousand six hundred and forty dollars, and leav- 
ing a balance of six millions four hundred and thirty thousand two hundred and fifty-two dollars and fifty-four 
cents, to be appropriated for the service of the present year. 


I have the honor to be, with much respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


Honorable Ez. Bacon, Chairman. 


A. 


Estimate of the annual Pay, Subsistence, Forage, &c. for the General, Field, and Staff Officers, authorized by the 
act of the \1th January, 1812. 


























| Monthly Pay,| Total amount |Total amount Total amount /Total amount.| Aggregate 
RANK. of Pay. of Forage. of rations at amount. 
| | 20 cents. 
— ee, * 

2 Major Generals, - - | $200 $41,800 $480 $2,190 $7,470 
5 Brigadier Generals, — - . | 104 6,240 960 4,380 11,580 
1 Adjutant General, - - 104 1,248 192 876 2,316 
1 Inspector General, - - 104 1,248 192 876 2,316 
3 Assistants to Adjutant General, - | 60 2,160 396 1,095 3,651 
2 do. Inspector General, - | 60 1,440 264 730 2,434 
4 Major Generals’ Aids, - 64 3,072 480 876 4,428 
5 Brigade Majors, - - 70 4,200 600 1,095 5,895 
5 Brigadier Generals’ Aids, - | 50 3,000 360 730 4,090 
2 Judge Advocates, - - | 50 1,200 240 584 2,024 
4 Hospital Surgeons, — - - 75 3,600 576 1,752 5,928 
4 o. Surgeens’ Mates, - | 40 1,920 288 584 2,792 
4 do. Stewards, - 7 20 960 - 584 1,544 

| $56,468 00 








Medicines and hospital stores, - - - - - - . 125,000 00 
Contingent expenses, : - - - - - - - 7,058 50 


Total, - $188,526 50 














eae 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


B. 


[18i2. 


Estimate of the expenses of raising, and continuing in service one year, two Regiments of Artillerists, authorized 
by the act of the 11th of January, 1812. 


REGIMENTAL, FIELD, AND STAFF OFFICERS. 





























Monthly | Total am’t | Total am’t | ‘Total am’t Total am’t Total | Aggregate 
NUMBER AND RANK. pay each. of pay. of Forage.) of rations at/of rations at] amount. Amount. 
20 cents, 15 cents. 
enshteninienss eo einai t 
2 Colonels, - - - $75 $1,800 , $280 00 $876 | - $2,956 00 
4 Lieutenant Colonels, - 60 2,880 528 00 1,460 | - 4,868 00 
4 Majors, - - - 50 2,400 180 00 1,168 , 4.048 00 
t Adjutants, - 40 1,920 288 00 584 - 2,792 00 
2 Quartermasters, 10 960 144 00 292 | - 1,396 90 
2 Paymasters, - - 40 960 144 00 292 | - 1,396 00 | 
2 Surgeons, : - 45 1,080 240 00 | 438 | . 1,758 00 | 
1 Surgeons’ Mates, - - 30 1,440 288 00 584 - 2,312 00 
| $21,526 00 
| 
NON-COMMISSIONED REGIMENTAL STAFF. 
| | 
4 Sergeant Majors, - - | 9 132 271 92 - 219 922 92 
2 Quartermaster Sergeants, = - 9 432 271 92 - 219 922 92 
2 i 8 384 - . 219 603 00 


Senior Musicians, - 














2,448 84 








PLATOON OFFICERS, CADETS, NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS, MUSICIANS, ARTIFICERS, 
AND MATROSSES. 

10 Captains, - - 10 19,200 - | 8.760 - | 27,960 00 
10 First Lieutenants, 30 14,400 ‘a 5.810 - 20,240 00 
10 Second Lieutenants, - 25 12,000 - | 5,840 - | 17,840 00 
80 Cadets, ‘ “ 10 9,600 . 11.680 - 21.280 00 
160 Sergeants, : : 8 15,360 ’ . 8,760 | 24,120 00 
160 Corporals, - 7 13,440 - 8,760 | 22,200 00 
80 Musicians, - - 6 5.760 - - 4,380 | 10,140 00 
320 Artificers, - - 10 38,400 - - 17,520 | 55,920 00 
2880 Privates, . ° 5 72,800 | . | - 157,680 | 330,480 00 
160 Women, - - - - - 8,760 8.760 00 

———| 538,940 00 

CLOTHING. 
. - - - 126,420 00 


Clothing for 3,612 recruits, at 


$35 each, 


Bounties for 3,612 recruits, at $16 each, 


Premium to officers for enlisting 3,612 recruits, at $2 each, 


480 Horses for transportation of cannon, 


400 do. do. 

160 do. do. 

80 Baggage wagons, - 

100 Ammunition wagons, 
Harness for 1,040 horses, 


8 Horses for the non-commissioned regimental staff, - 


Equipments tor ilo. 
Forage for 1,040 horses, 


Contingencies, - 


BOUNTIES AND PREMIUMS 


HORSES, WAGONS, HARNESS, &c, 


- - - at 
ammunition, - - at 
baggage, - - - at 

- - - at 


- - - at 
- - - at 

at 
° . - at 
a . - at 





$80 each, 
80 do. 
80 do. 

120 do. 


$38,400 00 
32,000 00 
12,800 00 

9,600 00 

150 do. 15,000 00 
20 do. 20.800 00 

100 do. 800 00 

20 per horse, 160 00 


67 98 do. 70,699 20 
———-| 200,259 20 
- - 119,364 76 
oe Peper cap~oageany 
Potal, - { 1,073,974 80 
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Cc. 


Estimate of the expenses of raising and continuing in service one year ten Regiments of Infuntry, authorized by 
the act of the 11th January, 1812. 











REGIMENTAL, FIELD, AND STAFF OFFICERS. 


! 





























Monthly | Total am’t | Total am’t | Total am’t | Total am’t ‘Total amount. | Aggregate 
NUMBER AND RANK. pay. | of pay. | of forage. | of rations | of rations ; amount. 
} at 20 cts,| at 15 cts. 
a on 
| | 
10 Colonels, - - - | $75 $9,000 $1,440 00 $4,380 - $14,820 00 | 
20 Lieutenant Colonels, - 60 14,400 | 2,640 00 | 7,300 - 24,340 00 | 
20 Majors, - - - 50 | 12,000 | 2,400 00 | 5,840 | - 20,240 00 
20 Adjutants, - - - 40 | 9,600 | 1,440 00 | 2,920 -, 13,960 00 | 
10 Quartermasters, —- - 40 | 4,800 | 720 00 1,460 - 6,980 00 | 
10 Paymasters, - - 40 4,800 | 720 00 1,460 . 6,980 00 | 
10 Surgeons, - : - 45 5,400 | 1,200 00 2,190 - 8,790 00 
20 Surgeons’ Mates, - - 30 7.200 | 1,440 00 2.920 - 11,560 00 
| $107,670 00 





NON-COMMISSIONED REGIMENTAL STAFF. 
































20 Sergeant Majors, - - 9 2,160 1,359 60 - 1,095 1,614 60 
20 Quartermaster Sergeants, - 9 2,160 | 1,359 60 - 1,095 1,614 60 | 
20 Senior Musicians, - - 8 1,920 | - | - | 1,095 3,015 00 | 
12,244 20 
PLATOON AND NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS, MUSICIANS, AND PRIVATES. | 
| 
180 Captains, - - 40 86,400 - | 39,420 - 125,820 00 | 
180 First Lieutenants, —- 30 64,800 - | 26,280 | - 91,080 00 | 
180 Second Lieutenants, - 25 54,000 - | 26,280 | © 80,280 00 | 
180 Ensigns, - - 20 13,200 - | 26,280 | - 69,480 00 | 
720 Sergeants, - - 8 69,120 - - | 39,420 108,540 00 | 
720 Corporals, - - 7 60,180 - . 39,420 99,900 00 | 
360 Musicians, - - 6 25,920 - . | 19,710 45,630 00 | 
18.000 Privates, . . 5 | 1,180,000 ‘ - | 985,500 | 2,165,500 00 | 
720 Women, : : ° - - | : | 39,420 39,420 00 | 
| 2,825,650 00 
CLOTHING. 
t‘lothing for 19,860 non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, - at $35 each. - | 695,100 00 
BOUNTIES AND PREMIUMS. 
Bounties for 19,860 recruits, ° ° - . - - - at $16 each, a] 317,760 00 
Premiums to recruiting officers, for enlisting 19,860 men, - - - at 2each, - | 39,720 00 
HORSES, BAGGAGE WAGONS, HARNESS, &c. 
720 Horses for transportation of baggage, — - - - - - at $80 00 each, «| 57,600 00 
180 Baggage wagons, - - - - - - - - at 120 00 each, - | 21,600 00 
Harness for 720 horses, — - - - - - - - at 20 00each, -)| 14,400 00 
Forage for 720 horses, —- - - - - - - at 67 98 each, - 48,945 00 
Contingencies, - - - - - - - - - - - 517,586 15 





Dollars, 1,658,275 35 
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Estimate for raising and continuing in service one year_a Regiment of Light Dragoons, 


the 11 


D. 


th of January, 1812. 


MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





(1812. 














REGIMENTAL, 








FIELD, AND STAFF OFFICERS. 


authorized by the act of 


























Monthly | Total am’t | Total am/’t | Total am’t | Total am’t | Total amount. 
NUMBER AND RANK. pay. of pay. of forage. of rations | of rations 
| at 20 cts. at 15 cts. 
1 Colonel, - . ° $90 |$1,080 00 | $339 90 | $438 00 - $1,857 90 
2 Lieutenant Colonels, - 75 1,800 00 543 85 730 00 | - 3,073 85 
2 Majors, , ‘ 60 | 1,440 00} 54385, 584 00 | 4 : 2,567 85 
2 Adjutants, - i 43! | 1,039 92 271 91 292 0 - 1,603 83 
{ Quartermaster, . - 435 519 96 135 95 146 a - 801 91 
l Pay master, . - - 433 519 96 135 95 146 00 . 801 91 
| Surgeon, - - 50 600 00 203 95 219 00 - 1,022 95 
» Surgeon’ s Wiis. - - 40 960 00 271 91 | 292 00 = 1,523 91 
NON-COMMISSIONED REGIMENTAL STAFF. 
| | 
2 Sergeant Majors, —- . | 10 210 00; 135 96 - 109 60 185 46 
2 Qe jartermaster Sergeants, - | 10 240 00 | 135 96 | - 109 5 485 46 
2 Senior Musicians, - - 10 240 00 135 96 - 109 50 485 46 
| | 
| 








PLATOON OFFICERS, CADETS, NON-C 


OMMISSIONED OFFICE 


MUSICIANS, 


PRIVATES, &c. 





| 
Captains, - - - | 


00 | 








12 50 =| 7,200 2,417 28 | 2,628 00 : 12,275 28 
12 First Lieutesants, - -| 335 | 4,799 52 | 1,631 52 | 1,752 00 | - 8,183 04 
12 Second Lieutenants, | 33; | 4,799 52) 1,631 52 | 1,752 00 | - 8,183 04 
12 Cornets, —- - - | 262 | 3,839 04 | 1,631 52 | 1,752 00 | - 7,222 56 
24 Cadets, - - 10 | 2,880 00 | 1,631 52 | 3,504 00 | . 8,015 52 
18 Sergeants, . . 8 1,608 00 | 3,263 04 | . | 2,628 00 | 10,499 04 
48 Corporals,  - - 7 1,032 00 | 3,263 04 | - | 2,628 00 9,923 04 
12 Musicians, - ‘ : 6 8614 00 815 76 | ; | 657 00 2,336 76 
12 Saddlers.  - : - 10 1,440 00 815 76 | - 657 00 2,912 76 
12 Farriers, — - - | 10 ~—- 1,440 00 815 76 | . 657 00 2,912 76 
960 Privates, - : - 5 | 57,600 00 65,260 80 _ - 152,560 00 | 175,420 80 
18 Women, - - . - . . . 2,628 00 2,628 00 
ineemmemaieatbeiasail 
j ' 
CLOTHING, 


Clothing for 1,098 non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, &c. at 38 dollars each, = - - 


BOUNTIES AND PREMIUMS. 


Bounties for 1,093 recruits, at 16 dollars each, - 
Premiums to recruiting officers 


HORSES AND 


Saddles, bridles, and other equipage, - 
2W agons for transportation of baggage, - 
Horses for do. . 
Harness for 48 horses, - - - 
Forage for 48 horses, : , 
Annual contingencies, “ ‘ ‘ 


EQUIPMENTS. 


2 Horses for cadets, non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, &c. 


for enlisting 1,098 recruits, at twe dellars each. - - - 


at $120 00 each, . 


at 20 00 per horse, 
at 120 00 each, - 
at 12000 do. - 
at 2000 do. - 
at 6798 do. - 





Aggregate 


amount. 





$13,254 11 


1,456 38 


60 


41,724 00 


00 
00 


17,568 
2, 196 


134,640 00 
22,440 
1,440 
5,760 
960 
3,263 
61,901 


00 


00 
04 
76 





$557,115 89 
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E. 
Estimate of Camp Equipage, &c. to supply the troops authorized by the act of the 11th January, 1812. 











5,000 common tents, = - - - . - at 15 dollarseach, - - $75,000 
40 marquees, : - - - - at 120 “* ” - - 4,800 
1,000 wall and horsemen’s tents, - - ° - at 25 ‘% “ - - 25,000 
24,300 knapsacks, - - - : - @t ®* “ - - 24,300 
25,000 canteens, - - - - at 25 cents, ‘“* ” - 6,250 
5,000 camp kettles, = -_ - ‘ . - at200 * “ - - 10,000 
24,300 cartouch boxes and belts, - - : - ati150 “ * : - 36,450 
24,300 bayonet scabbards and belts, - - - atlo0o0 ‘* % - - 24,300 
Contingent expenses for tools, implements, &c. —- - - - - 13,900 
Dollars, - 220,000 








F. 


Recapitulution of the Estimates of the Expenses of raising, and continuing inservice one year, the troops authorized 
by the act of the 11th ef January, 1812. 























Pay, . . : - : ‘ ‘ . . -| 2,110,277 92 
Forage, - - - - - - - . - - 231,652 95 
Subsistence, . - - - - . - - ~ 1,611,146 50 
Clothing,  - . . . : . : . : 863,244 00 
Bounties and premiums, - - - - - - - 442,260 00 
Horses for dragoons, and the transportation of cannon, baggage, &c. - - - 282,000 00 
Wagons, . - - - - - - - - 47,640 00 
Harness and other equipage, - - - - - - - 58,760 00 
Camp equipage, “ - - - - - - - - 206,100 00 
Medicines and hospital stores, - - - - =. - 125,000 00 
Contingent expenses, viz: For the recruiting service, quarters, fuel, straw, tools and implements, 
transportation, officers, &c. employed on extra duty, &c. - - . . 719,811 17 
Dollars, -| 6,697,892 54 
12th Concress. ] No. 109. [ist Session. 


ARMORIES, AND ARMS MANUFACTURED THEREIN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 19, 1812, 


War Department, February 17th, 1812. 
Sir: 


{n conformity to the fifth section of the act of the 2d April, 1794, I have the honor to transmit to Congress, a 
statement of the amount of expenditures on account of the national armories at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry, 
during the year 1811, and of the number of arms made and repaired at each place during the same period. 

With the greatest respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


W. EUSTIS. 
The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


A Statement of the expenditures on account of the National Armories, and of the number of arms manufactured 
and repaired at the same, in the year 1811. 


At Harper’s Ferry, expended, - - - - 











. - $141,357 00 
At Springfield, Massachusetts, do. - - - - - - 103,785 77 

Total expended, $245,142 77 
At Harper’s Ferry, muskets made, - - - - ° 10,000 
At _—_ do. do. repaired, - - - - - 1,505 
At Springfield, do. made, - - - - ° 12,020 

Total made and repaired, 23,525 





4l m 
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12th Conaress. } No. 110. [Ist Srssron. 





THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 6, 1812. 


Resolved by the General Assembly for the State of Kentucky, That, whereas the subject of our national militia, 
at all times important, seems, from the aspect ef our foreign relations, to be peculiarly so at the present time; and 
experience having shown that the present system has great deflects, producing much inconvenience without many of 
those benefits which a better arrangement would ensure; and the Legislature of this State being impressed with a be- 
lief that an adequate remedy for the evil rests in the hands of the General Government alone, which has a constitu- 
tional power to provide for the organization, arming, and disciplining our national force; this Legislature, in behalf 
of their constituents, with every deference to the wisdom of these whose power and duty it is to act finally on the 
subject, will proceed to suggest their ideas on some of the inconveniences which attend the present militia system, 
together with the mode in which they might be obviated, with a view of their being submitted to the competent au- 
thority. 

1. Although a well organized militia is the greatest safeguard of a free people, because the soldiers being the ci- 
tizens, their military interest is to secure their civil rights; yet the safeguard can only be available, in proportion to 
the capacity of the militia to act with effect. 

2. ‘his capacity seems to be composed of numbers, organization, discipline, and arms; which latter may include 
camp equipage and the necessary munitions of war. 

3. Number is but one ingredient of military capacity, because a small number, well armed and disciplined, will 
defeat a larger one, which 1s inferior in these two respects. 

4. Organization seems to be the mean by which any given number of troops inay be disposed of, so as to act; and 
the more perfect this is, with so much more facility can that number be brought into action to the extent of its force, 
upon any emergency. 

5. The extent of the force of « given number of troops, when brought into action, will be, in the general, in pro- 
portion to its discipline and armature; these two, therefore, seem to compose the hand that is to execute; and the 
more perfect they are when in action, in that proportion will the force of any given number of men be greater; and, 
as it is seen that the perfection of this force, the reverse of that of a standing army, turns to the advantage of the 
State against her enemies, without threatening the rights of her citizens; the object, then, which highly interests 
every portion of the Union, seems evidently to be so to organize the national force, that it can be used with the great- 
est facility and effect, for legitimate purposes, while the soldier shall be still so far a citizen, as to have an interest 
in respecting the rights of the latter, which ate, in fact, his own; so as never to cause an abuse or diversion of that 
force from its true end. 

If, therefore, every individual in the United States, capable of bearing arms, were to be so organized, disciplined, 
armed, and accoutred,as toact when required,it would certainly present the spectacle of a perfect militia of the whole, 
which no age or country ever witnessed, and, most probably, ina country or government like ours, never will be seen. 
And, if a general draught were to be madie—and we ought to calculate on the effect of this—to be equal, it must 
be impartial; and how many who would have neither arms, accoutrements, or discipline, would be thus designated? 
—men who might be useful at home, but who would scarcely find employment for our enemies, even if armed; and 
whose rout and slaughter would only serve to mark our calamity, and spread dismay amongst our friends; and ex- 
perience has proved that substitutes are seldom worth any thing. But does not the circumstance of a general draught 
show forcibly the defect of our militia organization? How much time is lost in mustering all the militia in the Unit- 
ed States? How much will it require to hunt up arms, and to get those of a proper description? ‘The latter, we 
much suspect, could not be easily procured. ‘Thus it Las happened, as it is thence to be inferred, will again happen, 
that the season for action has passed away ia preparation, giving, in many cases, advantages to the enemy, not ea- 
sily regained. 

6. Butit is seen from experience that habits of discipline are most effectually acquired in youth. The youth, too, 
of every country, seem to be, from their vigor and alertness, best calculated for military service; their very ardor, 
itself, seems to be the guarantee of successful enterprise; and certainly they can be spared for this service, with much 
less inconvenience to the avocations of civil life, than the heads of families; and these pursuits must still be attend- 
ed to, or the very sinews of war will be dried up or broken. 

7. Vheremedy, therefore, which this Legislature would beg leave to submit for the consideration of Congress, is, 
to class the militia between certain ages,and, without intending the slightest disrespect to the wisdom of that ho- 
norable body, they would, by way of example, submit, that the militia might be divided into three classes: The first, 
to be composed of all capable of bearing arms, and not exempted by law, between fifteen and twenty-one years of 
age; the second, between twenty-one and twenty-seven years of age; the third between twenty-seven and forty-five 
years of age. ‘The principal object of the first class would be to acquire a knowledge of tactics and disciplines of 
the second, which might be denominated the effective one, to be completely armed and equipped to march whenever 
required; of the third, to form a reserve,and which need not be compelled to attend musters, unless when they were 
catled upon to render actual service. 

t is not deemed proper to enter into a detail of measures for keeping the middle or effective class properly arm- 
ed and equipped; that it should be so, is evident. ; 

The progress of all capable of bearing arms, through the several classes, would promise a greater perfection in 
discipline, than can be effected under the present plan; all would, in fact, have thus passed through a school, in 
which it would have been taught, and, perhaps, more than a million of dollars be annually saved to the community 
in the labor of those excused trom uselessly attending musters. But the greatest advantage which would result from 
it, would be the keeping an effective, disposable, and competent military force, at all times ready for service, with- 
out the danger and inconvenience resulting from a standing army. ‘These ideas are submitted{merely with the view 
that the attention of the National Legislature should be called to the subject, and it appears that none can be of 
higher moment. 

Resolved, ‘That copies of these resolutions be transmitted, one to the President of the United States, and one to 
each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, for the purpose of being submitted to that body. 

JOHN SIMPSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


GABRIEL SLAUGHTER, 
Speaker of the Senate. 


Approved, February 8, 1812: 
CHARLES SCOTT, Governor. 


By the Governor: 
4 ; J. BLEDSOE, Secretary. 


SecretTary’s Orrice, Franxrort, February 15, 1812. 


ify the foregoing to be a true copy of enrolled resolutions, filed in this office. 
ne ee a , J. BLEDSOE, Secretary. 
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12th Concress. ] No. 111. [ist Sessron. 





QUOTAS OF MILITIA FROM THE SEVERAL STATES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JUNE I, 1812. 


. War Department, May 28th, 1812. 

In obedience to a resolution of the honorable the Senate of the United States, of the 27th instant, directing a re- 
port of **the number of men ordered to be supplied by each State for the purpose of completing their respective 
quotas under the act of the present session, entitled * An act to authorize a detachment of the militia of the United 
States,’ the Secretary of War has the honor herewith to transmit a schedule showing the number of men required 
from each State, by virtue of the act before mentioned, 

Which is respectfully submitted. 
: WILLIAM EUSTIS. 

To the Presipent of the Senate, &c. 


Schedule of the apportionment of 100,000 Militia required by virtue of the act of Congress of the 10th of April, 1812, 
entitled ** An act to authorize a detachment from the Militia of the United States.” 














New Hampshire, - - - 3,500 || Virginia, - - - - - 12,000 
Massachusetts, - - - - 10,000 || North Carolina, - - . - 7,000 
Connecticut, - . - - 2,000 | South Carolina, - - - - 5,000 
Rhode Island, - - - - 500 | Georgia, - - - - - 3,500 
Vermont, - - - - 3,000 || Kentucky, - - - - 5,500 
New York, - - - - 13,500 || Ohio, - - - - - 5,000 
New Jersey, - - - - 5,000 || ‘Tennessee, - - - - 2,500 
Pennsylvania, = - - - - 14,000 | ——_—— 
Delaware, - - - - 1,000 $100,000 
Maryland, - - - - 6,000 === 
12th Coneress. } No. 112. [ist Sxssion. 


MILITARY FORCE IN JUNE, 1812. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JUNE 9, 1812, 


War Department, June 6, 1812. 
Sir: . : 

By the censent of the President, I have the honor herewith to enclose, in the same confidence in which the 
information was required, statements from the proper officers, which, it is presumed, will answer satisfactorily the 
inquiries contained in your letter of the filth instant, relative to the present state of the army. : 

The regular troops reported at several of the most important maritime posts receive continual reinforcements 
irom the recruits, and in calculating the force for this defence, the aid of the militia of the vicinity is relied on in 
cases of emergency. Sixteen hundred militia have marched for the deferice of the northern frontier of the State of 
New York, and six companies of militia artillery have been detached for the works in the city and harbor of New 
York. Twelve beaded volunteers and militia have marched for Detroit; two companies have been ordered to 
Sandusky; and the six companies of rangers, authorized by law, to the frontiers of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Louisiana. ‘The Governors of other States have been directed to furnish detachments of militia, on the requisitions 
of the Generals charged with the defence of the maritime frontier. 

When the extent of country, the disadvantages under which the recruiting service was commenced, and the un- 
certainty which has prevailed in the public mind relative to the ulterior measures which would be adopted, are con- 
sidered, the success which has attended this service will be found to have equalled any reasonable expectations. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 


Hon. Joserpn ANpERSON, Chairman. 


Inspecror GENERAL’s Orrice, June 5, 1812. 
Sir: 

You have been pleased to address to this office the following inquiries: 

1. What is the amount of the force raised under the act, entitled ‘* An act to raise an additional military 
force?” 

2. Are the troops newly raised sufliciently equipped and disciplined to fit them for immediate service? 

With relation to the first inquiry, | would state, that the recruiting instructions, which issued from this office 
on the 28th of March last, it was directed, that ** the commanding officers of recruiting districts shall monthly 
make returns to the commanding officer of the department, who wili make monthly returns to the Department of 
War.” 

No returns were made for the month of April, from any of the recruiting departments, except No. 5, including 
the States of New York and Connecticut; and the return from that department only exhibited the number of re- 
cruits in three of the siz recruiting districts which it contains. 

No return has yet been received from any of the recruiting depastments for the month of May. 

Some imperfect reports aad estimates of the number of recruits, dated on various days in the month of May, 
have been received from nine of the forty-eight districts into which the United States and their territories were 
divided; but the information they contain is not sufficient whereon to found a probable conjecture of the whole 
amount of the force raised under the act aforesaid. raed 

To your second inquiry I cannot directly reply, not having inspected the troops newly raised. Orders have 
issued for delivering arms to a part of them; and by communications, received at this office, it appears that seven 
thousand three hundred and ninety-seven suits of clothing, deficient in some articles, were issued at Philadelphia, 
and forwarded, during the months of April and May, for the recruits of the additional army. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient, 


ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Hon. Wiuiu1am Eustis. Acting Inspector General. 
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Return of the number of Troops in service on the Peace Establishment, and Additional Military Force of 1808; 
number on the Southern and Western frontier, and where stationed; number at Detroit, and on the march to that 
place; number in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina; number in the harbors of New York, Rhode Island, 
and Boston, and the number at Fort Mifflin; also, the number required for the defence of the harbor of New York. 








Number of troops in service on the Peace Establishment, and Additional Military force of 1808, including 


recruits, ° + . - - - - - - 6,744 
Point Petre, St. Mary’s river, Georgia, - @- - - - - - 2 : 194 
Fort Hawkins, Georgia, _ - - - - - . . “ a ‘ ; 73 
Fort Stoddart, Mississippi territory. — - - - - - - - . ° ° 469 
Fort St. Philip, - - - - - - - . s » A . 72 
New Orleans and Fort St. John, - - - - - . . , 143 
Pass Christian and Baton Rouge, - - - - . - . . . - 1,244 
Natchitoches, - - ° : - . ° ° . ‘ ‘ 89 
Fort Hampton and Highwassee, - - - - - ‘ ° : . 169 
Fort Massac, - - - - . - - - . : . _ 36 
Belle Fontaine, . - : - - ° ° ° - é . , 134 
Fort Osage, - - . - - - - : - . ‘ f 63 
Fort Madison, : - . . : . . ° a ‘ i ‘ 44 
Vincennes, and vicinity, - - - - - - - . . . . 117 
Michillimackinack, - - - - - . . 2 . s ; . 98 
Fort Dearborn, - - . . - - . ‘ ‘ ; A 53 
Fort Wayne, - - . . . . . . . ‘ ; ; 85 
Detroit, - - - - - - - - - ° ° . ‘ 119 
On the march to Detroit, - - : - . . . : ‘ . A 430 
Harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, - - - - - : ° . ‘ 175 
Harbor of New York, - - - - - - - . ° ‘ ‘ ‘ 901 
Harbor of Newport, Rhode Island, — - - - - - : . . ° ‘ 193 
Boston harbor, - - - - - - - ° . ‘ a é 131 
Fort Mifflin, ° - ° ° ° ~ 2 . . P 65 


= 











It is computed that three thousand men are sufficient to man the works in the city and harbor of New York, ex- 
clusive of the works at the Narrows, and of the cannon on travelling carriages; and that seven hundred and fifty men 
are sufficient for the works in the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island. 

The returns of recruits for May, with one or two exceptions, have not been received. ‘The increase may be esti- 
mated at one thousand men. 

From the first of January to the 30th of April, 1812, have been enlisted eleven hundred and twenty-five recruits. 


Insrector’s Orrice, June 6, 1812. 
A. Y. NICOLL, 
Adjutant and Inspector. 


Sexare Cuamper, June 8, 1812. 
Sir: 

‘The committee of the Senate, to whom was referred the confidential message of the President,* have directed 
me to ask of you an explanation of the detailed report received from your office, signed by Mr. Nicoll, Adjutant 
and Inspector. 

The velen states the whole number of troops in service on the Peace Establishment, and additional military 
force of 1808, to be 6,744; the specification amounting to 5,087. It is desirable to know where the different num- 
ber of 1,657 are stationed, and whether the 1,125 recruits, referred to as having been enlisted to April 30th, and the 
recruits since April, supposed to amount to 1,000 men, are both, or either, included in the aggregate first mentioned 
of 6,744 men; and whether the 1,000 men, supposed to be enlisted in the month of May, are exclusively for the 
Peace Establishment and additional military force of 1808. It would also be desirable to know, as far as you are 
able to form an opinion, from any probable data you are in possession of, or informal information, the number of 
recruits which you may have reason to suppose are at this time enlisted for the additional military force of 25,000. 


War Deparrment, June 8, 1812. 
Sin: — | | 

On considering again your letter of this morning, which was answered in haste, I perceive a desire on the part 
of the honorable committee, that an opinion should be expressed of the number of recruits, raised under the late act 
providing an additional military force: and although there are no official data on which to ground a correct opinion 
of their numbers, [ have no hesitancy in giving an inofficial opinion, that they may be safely estimated at five 
thousand. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, - ; 
W. EUSTIS. 
The Hon. JosepH ANDERSON. 


War Orrice, June 9, 1812. 
Sir: 

Letters received from Generals Dearborn and Bloomfield, by the mail of yesterday, confirm the opinion given 
of the number of recruits raised at this time. General Bloomfield, from the numbers which have already joined him, 
has considered it unnecessary to call into actual service the companies of militia artillery, which have been detached, 
and are in readiness to repair to the batteries in New York. General Dearborn reports the recruiting service as go- 
ing on very well, and speaks of ** completing” his corps much sooner than was expected. 

ith great respect, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 
Hon. JoserpH ANDERSON. , 


* For this message, see Foreign Relations, June 1, 1812. 
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12th ConGrEss. } a No. 113. (1st Srssion. 





OFFICERS OF VOLUNTEER CORPS TO BE COMMISSIONED BY THE UNITED STATES, AND 
PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONAL GENERAL AND STAFF OFFICERS AND ENGINEERS. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, JUNE 30, 1812, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


With a view the better to adapt to the public service the volunteer force contemplated by the act passed on the 
6th day of February, I recommend to the consideration of Congress the expediency of making the requisite pro- 
vision for the officers thereof being commissioned by the authority of the United States. 

Considering the distribution of the military forces of the United States, required by the circumstances of our 
country, I recommend also to the consideration of Congress the expediency of providing for the appointment of 
an additional number of general officers, and of deputies in the Adjutant’s,  eP ntetor se 8, Inspectors, and Pay- 
master’s departments of the army, and for the employment, in cases of emergency, of additional Engineers. 


JAMES MADISON. 
June 30th, 1812. 





i2th Concress. ] No. 114. [1st Session. 





DEFENCE OF NEW CASTLE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, ON THE 30TH OF JUNE, 1812. 


War Deparrment, June 29th, 1812. 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of 26th instant, on the memorial of the 
‘citizens of New Castle, in the State of Delaware, has the honor respectfully to report: 


‘That an extensive arsenal of brick has been erected at New Castle, in which four heavy cannon have been depo- 
sited, mounted on field carriages, and furnished with the necessary implements, calculated for such temporary bat- 
teries, or other defence, as the exigency of the moment might require. Orders have been given for supplying them 
with fixed ammunition, and preparing them in other respects for immediate service. 

In the general arrangements for the defence of the sea coast, the town of New Castle will continue to receive 
the attention of the President. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS. 

The Preswwenr of the Senate of the United States. 





12th Cononess. ] No. 115. [2d Session. 


REFUSAL OF THE GOVERNORS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT TO FURNISH 
THEIR QUOTAS OF MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, NOVEMBER 6, 1812. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


I transmit to Congress copies of the correspondence between the Department of War and the Governors of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, referred to in my message* of the fourth instant. 
JAMES MADISON. 


November 6, 1812. 





[cIRCULAR. } ’ 
War Department, 4pril 15, 1812, 


Sir: ; ; 

I am instructed by the President of the United States to call .upon the Executives of the several States to 
take effectual measures to organize, arm, and equip, according tc law, and hold in readiness to march at a moment’s 
warning, their respective proportions of one hundred thousand militia, officers included, by virtue of an act of Con- 
gress, passed the 10th instant, entitled ‘* An act to authorize a detachment from the militia of the United States.” 

This, therefore, is to require your Excellency to take effectual measures for having ten thousand of the militia of 
Massachusetts (being her quota) detached, and duly organized in companies, battalions, regiments, brigades, and 
divisions, within the shortest,period that circumstances will permit, and, as nearly as possible, in the following pro- 
portions of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, viz: One-twentieth part of artillery, one- twentieth part of cavalry, and 
the residue infantry. There will, however, be no objection, on the part of the President of the United States, to 
the admission of a proportion of riflemen, duly organized in distinct corps, and not exceeding one-tenth part of the 
whole quota of the States, respectively. Each corps should be properly armed and equipped for actual service. 

When the detachment and organization shall have been effected, the respective corps will.be exercised under the 
officers set over them, but will not remain embodied, or be considered as in actual service, until, by subsequent or- 
ders, they shall be directed to take the field. 


* See Foreign Relations, No. 33. 






+ - Fe 


enna 


S60 


Se 








a 


[ 1812. 


399 MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Your Excellency will please to direct that correct muster rolls and inspection returns be made of the several 


corps, and that oupees thereof be transmitted to this Depart:nent, as early as possible. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 





W. EUSTIS. 


His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts. 
[A similar letter was addressed to the Governors of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire. } 


War Deparrment, June 12, 1812. 


Sir: . ; , 
I am directed by the President to request your Excellency to order into the service of the United States, on 
the requisition of Major General Dearborn, such part of the quota of militia from the State of Massachusetts, de- 
tached conformably to the act of April 10th, 1812, as he may deem necessary for the defence of the sea coast. 
I have the honor to be, &c. : 
W. EUSTIS. 


His Excellency Cares Stronc, Governor of Massachusetts. 


Heap Quarters, Boston, June 22d, 1812, 


Sik: 

re 1 have received instructions from the President of the United States to call on your Excellency for such part 
of the quota of militia from the State of Massachusetts, detached conformably tothe act of Congress of April 10th, 
1812, as I may deem necessary for the defence of the sea coast; and L now have the honor of requesting your Ex- 
cellency to order fourteen companies of artillery, and twenty-seven companies of infantry, into the service of the 
United States, for the defence of the ports and harbors in this State, and the harbor of Newport. 

The companies are intended for the following ports and harbors, viz: Passamaquoddy, one company of artillery, 
and four companies of infantry, with a full complement of officers, to be commanded by a major; Marblehead, Salem, 
Cape Ann, and Newburyport, two companies of artillery and two companies of infantry; Boston, four companies 
of artillery and eight companies of infantry, with one lieutenant colonel commandant and one major; and eight 
cmpaonies of infantry for the defence of Rhode Island. 

laving received official information that war has been declared by Congress against Great Britain, your Excel- 


lency will perceive the expediency of giving facility to such measures as the crisis demands; and, as the defence of 
the sea coast of New England is, at present, confided to my direction, | shall, with confidence, rely on all the aid 
and support that the respective Governors can afford, and more especially on that of the Governor of the important 
State of Massachusetts; and I shall, at all times, receive, with the greatest pleasure, any advice or information that 
your Excellency may be pleased to communicate. 
With respectful consideration, [ am, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


His Excellency Cates Srrone, Governor of Massachusetts. 


Omitted in the above.—Machias, one company of artillery; Penobscot, one company of artillery and two compa- 
nies of infantry, to be commanded by a major; Wiscasset and Damariscotta, two companies of artillery, one each; 
Kennebunk, one company of artillery; Portland, two companies of artillery and three companies of infantry, to be 


commanded by a major. 
Boston, June 26, 1812. 


Sir: 

Not having received any notice from your Excellency, or the Adjutant General, of what measures have been 
taken for calling into the service of the United States, for the defence of our sea coast, the companies of detached 
militia, proposed in a note I had the honor of addressing to your Excellency, on the 22d (instant, a sense of duty 
compels me to solicit such information on the subject, as the urgency of the case demands; and I am_ persuaded 
that no unnecessary delay will disappoint my anxious desire for as early information as circumstances will admit. 


With great respect, &c. 
H. DEARBORN. 


His Excellency Cates Strona, &e. 
Boston, June 26, 1812. 


Sir: 
I have received your letter, of this day, in which you request information of the measures which have been 
taken for calling the militia into the service of the United States. 

I find that Governor Gerry, on the 25th of April last, ordered that ten thousand men should be detached from 
the militia of this State; but, I am informed by the adjutant general, that the returns of those detachments have 
not come to hand, except in a very few instances. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


CALEB STRONG. 


‘To Major General Dearsorn. 
War Department, July 21sf, 1812. 


Sir: 

By information received from Major General Dearborn, it appears that the detachments from the militia of 
Massachusetts, for the defence of the maritime frontier, required by him under the authority of the President, by 
virtue of the act of the 10th of April, 1812, have not been marched to the several stations assigned them. 

Inasmuch as longer delay may be foliowed with disivess to a certain portion of our lellow-citizens, and with in- 
jurious consequences to our country, I am commanded, by the President, to inform your Excellency, that this ar- 
rangement of the militia was preparatory to the march of the regular troops to the Northern frontier. The exigen- 
cies of the service have required, and orders have accordingly been given to Major General Dearborn, to move the 
regular troops to that frontier, leaving a sufficient number to man the guns in the garrisons on the seaboard. The 
execution of this order increases, as your Excellency cannot fail to observe, the necessity of hastening the detached 
militia to their several posts, as assigned by General Dearborn, in which case, they will, of course, be considered 
in the actual service and pay of the United States. 

The danger of invasion, which existed at the time of issuing the order of the President, increases, and I am spe- 
cially directed by the President, to urge the consideration to your Excellency, as requiring the necessary order to 
be given for the immediate march of the several detachments specified by General Dearborn, to their respective 


posts. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. EUSTIS. 


His Excellency Cates Stronc, Governor of Massachusetts. 
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‘ Boston, 4ugust 5, 1812. 

IR: 

I received your letter of the 21st July, when at Northampton, and the next day came to Boston. ‘The people of 
this State appear to be under no apprehension of an invasion; several towns, indeed, on the sea coast, soon after the 
declaration of war, applied to the Governor and Council for arms and ammunition, similar to the articles of that 
kind which had been delivered to them by the State, in the course of the last wars and, in some instances, they were 
supplied accordingly. But they expressed no desire that any part of the militia should be called out for their de- 
fence, and, in some cases, we were assured such a measure would be disagreeable to them. 

You observe, in your last letter, that the danger of inva-ion which existed at the time of issuing the order of the 
President, increases. It would be difficult to inter, from this expression, that, in your opinion, that danger is now 
very considerable, as the President’s order must have been issued before war was declared, your former letter being 
dated the 12th of June, and General Dearborn’s, who was then at Boston, on the 22d of that month; besides, it can 
hardly be supposed that, if this State had been ip great danger of invasion, the troops would have been called from 
hence to carry on offensive operations in a distant Province. However, as it was understood that the Governor of 
Nova Scotia had, by proclamation, forbid any incursions or depredations upon ovr territories, and as an opinion 
generally prevailed that the Governor had no authority to call the militia into actual service, unless one of the exi- 
gencies contemplated by the constitution exists, I thought it expedient to call the Council together, and, having laid 
aye them your letter, and these I had received from General Dearborn, | requested their advice on the subject 
of them 

The Council advised, ** that they are unable, from a view of the constitution of the United States, and the let- 
ters aforesaid, to perceive that any exigency exists, which can render it advisable to comply with the said requisi- 
tion. But as, upon important questions of law, and upon solemn occasions, the Governor and Council have authority 
to require the opinion of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, it is advisable to request the opinion of the Su- 
preme Court, upon the following questions: 

Ist. Whether the commanders in chief of the militia of the several States have a right to determine whether any 
of the exigencies contemplated by the constitution of the United States exist, so as to require them to place the 
militia, or any part of it, in the service of the United States, at the request of the President, to be commanded by 
him, pursuant to acts of Congress ? 

2d. Whether, when either of the exigencies exisi, authorizing the employing of the militia in the service of the 
United States, the militia thus employed can be lawlully commanded by any officer but of the militia except by the 
President of the United States F” ’ 

I enclose a copy of the answers given by the judges to these questions. Since the Council were called, a person 
deputed by the towns of Eastport and Robinston, ou our Eastern boundary, at Passamaquoddy, applied to me, repre- 
senting that they had no apprehensions of invasion by an authorized British force, but that there were many law- 
less people on the borders from whom they were in danger of predatory incursions, and requesting that they might 
be furnished with some arms and ammunition, and ‘hat three companies of militia might be called out for their pro- 
tection. ‘The Council advised that they should be supplied with such arms and ammunition as were necessary for 
their present defence, which has been ordered. ‘They also advised me to call into the service of the United States 
three companies of the detached militia, for the purposes above mentioned. I have this day issued an order for call- 
ing out three companies of the detached militia, to be marched, forthwith, to Passamaquoddy, and to be commanded 
by a major. ‘I'wo of the companies will be stativned at Eastport, and one company at Robinston, until the Presi- 
dent shall otherwise direct. 

I have no intention ofliciously to interfere in the measures of the General Government, but if the President was 
fully acquainted with the situation of this State, | think he would have no wish to call our militia into service in the 
manner proposed by General Dearborn. 

it is well known that the enemy will find it difficult to spare troops sufficient for the defence of their own terri- 
tory. aud predatory incursions are not likely to take place in this State: for, at every point, except Passamaquoddy 
which can present no object to those incursiuns, the people are too numerous to be attacked by such parties as gene- 
rally engage in expeditions of that kind. 

General Dearborn proposed that the detached militia should be stationed at only a few of the poris and places on 
the coast; from the rest, a part of their militia were to be called away. This circumstance would increase their 
dangers; it would invite the aggressions of the enemy, and diminish their power of resistance. 

The whole coast of Cape Cod is exposed, as much as any part of the State, to depredations; part of the militia 
must, according to this detaching order, be marched trom their homes; and yet, no place in the old colony of Ply- 
mouth is assigned to be the rendezvous of any of the detached militia. 

Every harbor or port within the State has a compact settlement, and, generally, the country around the har- 
bors is populous. ‘The places contemplated in General Dearborn’s specification, as the rendezvous of the detached 
militia, excepting in one or two instances, contain more of the militia than the portion of the detached militia as- 
signed to them. The militia are well organized, and would undoubtedly prefer to defend their firesides, in company 
with their friends, under their own officers, rather than to be marched to some distant piace, while strangers might 
be introduced to take their places at home. ; 

In Boston, the militia are well disciplined, and could be mustered in an hour upon any signal of an approaching 
enemy, and in six hours the neighboring towns would pour in a greater force than any invading enemy will bring 
against it. 

. ‘The same remark applies to Salem, Marblehead, and Newburyport, places whose harbors render an invasion 
next to impossible. In ail of them, there are, in addition to the common militia, independent corps of infantry and 
artillery, well disciplined and equipped, and ready, both in disposition and means, to repair to any place where in- 
vasion may be threatened, and able to repel it, except it should be made by a fleet of heavy ships, against which 
nothing perhaps but strong fortifications, garrisoned by regular troops, would prove any defence, until the enemy 
should land, when the entire militia would be prepared to meet them. 

Kennebunk is unassailable by any thing but boats, which the numerous armed population is competent to resist. 
Portland has a militia, and independent corps, sufficiently numerous for its defence; and the same is the case with 
Wiscasset and Castine. : 

Against predatory incursions, the militia of each place would be able to defend their property, and, in a very 
short time, they would be aided, if necessary, by the militia of the surrounding country. In case of a more serious 
invasion, whole brigades or divisions could be collected, seasonably, for defence. Indeed, considering the state of 
the militia in this Commonwealth, [ think there can be no doubt that, detaching a part of it, and distributing it into 
small portions, will tend to impair the defensive power. 

I have thus freely expressed to you my own sentiments, and, so far as I have heard, they are the sentiments of 
the best informed men. I am fully dispose: to afford all the aid to the measures of the National Government 
which the constitution requires of me; bat I presume it will not be expected, or desired, that I shall fail in the duty 
which I owe to the people of this State, who have confided their interests to my care. 

I am, sir, with respect, your most obedient and humble servant, 


CALEB STRONG. 
Hon. W. Eusris, Secretary of War. 
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To his Excellency the Governor and the Honorable the Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


The undersigned, Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, have considered the questions proposed by your Ex- 
cellency and Honors for their opinion: , . j fe lc 

By the constitution of this State, the authority of commanding the militia of the Commonwealth is vested exclu- 
sively in the Governor, who has all the powers incident to the office of Commander-in-chief, and is to exercise them 
personally, ov by subordinate officers under his command, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the constitution 
and the laws of the land. | aa : ; . 

While the Governor of the Commonwealth remained in the exercise of these powers, the Federal constitution 
was ratified, by which was vested in the Congress a power to provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, and to provide for governing such parts of them as 
may be employed in the service of the United States, reserving to the States, respectively, the appointment of the 
officers. , : or 

‘The Federal constitution further provides that the President shall be Commander-in-chief of the army of the 
United States, and of the militia of the several States, when called into the actual service of the United States. 

On the construction of the Federal and State constitutions must depend the answers to the several questions 
proposed. As the militia of the several States may be employed in the service of the United States, for the three 
specific purposes of executing the laws of the Union, of suppressing insurrections, and of repelling invasions, the 
opinion of the Judges is requested whether the Commanders-in-Chief of the militia of the several States have a 
right to determine whether any of the exigencies aforesaid exist, soas to require them to place the militia, or any part 
of it, in the service of the United States, at the request of the President, to be commanded by him pursuant to acts 
of Congress. / al ee are 

It is the opinion of the undersigned that this right is vested in the Commanders-in-chief of the militia of the several! 
States. 

The Federal constitution provides that, whenever either of these exigencies exist, the militia may be employed, 
pursuant to some act of Congress, in the service of the United States; but no power is given either to the Presi- 
dent, or to the Congress, to determine that either of the said exigencies do in fact exist. As this power is not dele- 

ated to the United States, by the Federal constitution, nor prohibited by it, to the States, it is reserved to the 
States, respectively; and, from the nature of the power, it must be exercised by those with whom the States have, 
respectively, entrusted the chief command of the militia. iat, 

ic is the duty of these commanders to execute this important trust agreeably to the laws of their several States, 
respectively, without reference to the laws, or officers, of the United States, in all cases except those specially pro- 
vided in the Federal constitution. They must, therefore, determine when either of the special cases exist, oblig- 
ing them to relinquish the execution of this trast, and to render themselves, and the militia, subject to the command 
of the President. A different construction, giving to Congress the right to determine when these special cases exist, 
authorizing them to call forth the whole of the militia, and taking them from the Commanders-in-chief of the several 
States, and subjecting them to the command of the President, would place all the militia, in effect, at the will of 
Congress, and produce a military consolidation of the States, without any constitutional remedy, against the inten- 
tions of the people when ratifying the constitution, Indeed, since passing the act of Congress, of February 28th, 
1795, c. 101, vesting in the President the power of calling forth the militia, when the exigencies mentioned in the 
constitution shall exist, if the President has the power of determining when those exigencies exist, the militia of the 
several States is in effect at his command and subject to his control. 

No inconveniences can reasonably be presumed to result from-the construction, which vests in the Commanders- 
in-chief of the militia of the several States, the right of determining when the exigencies exist, obliging them to place 
the militia‘in the service of the United States. ‘These exigencies are of such a nature, that the existence of them 
can be easily ascertained by, or made known to, the Commander-in-chief of the militia, and when ascertained, the 
public interest will produce prompt obedience to the acts of Congress. ‘ , 

Another question proposed to the consideration of the Judges, is, Whether, when either of the exigencies exist 
authorizing the employing of the militia in the service of the United States, the militia thus employed can be law- 
fully commanded by any officer but of the militia, except by the President of the United States F 

The Federal constitution declares that the President shall be Commander-in- chief of the army of the United States. 
He may undoubtedly exercise this command by officers of the army of the United States, by him commissioned ac- 
cording to law. ‘The President is also declared to be the Commander-in-chief of the militia of the several States, 
when called into the actual service of the United States. The officers of the militia are to be appointed by the 
States, and the President may exercise his command of the militia by officers of the militia duly appointed. 

But we know of uo constitutional provision authorizing any officer of the army of the United States to command 
the militia, or authorizing any officer of the militia to command the army of the United States. ‘The Congress may 
provide laws for the government of the militia, when in actual service, but to extend this power to the placing them 
under the command of an officer not of the militia, except the President, would render nugatory the provision, that 
the militia are to have officers appointed by the States. 

The union of the militia in the actual service of the United States with troops of the United States, so far as 
to form one army, seems to be a case not provided for, or contemplated, in the constitution. It is, therefore, not 
within onr department to determine on whom the command would devolve, on such an emergency, in the absence 
of the President; whether one officer, either of the militia, or of the army of the United States, to be settled accord - 
ing to military rank, should command the whole; whether the corps must be commanded by their respective officers, 
one in concert as allied forces; or what other expedient should be adopted, are questions to be answered by 
others. 

The undersigned regret that the distance of the other Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court renders it impracti- 
cable to obtain their opinions, seasonably, upon the questions submitted. 

THEOPHILUS PARSONS, 


SAMUEL SEWALL, 
ISAAC PARKER. 




















. Boston, August 21, 1812. 
SIR: 

I mentioned in my letier to you of the 5th of August, that 1 had that day issued an order for calling out three 
companies of the detached militia, to be marched immediately to Passamaquoddy, for the defence of that frontier, 
and to be commanded by a major. In my instructions to Major General Sewall, to be communicated to the major 
to be designated by him, I directed that two of the companies should be stationed at Eastport, and one company 
at Robinston, until the President should direct otherwise, unless, in the mean time, the major, with the advice of Bri- 
gadier General Brewer, who lives at Robinston, and to whom I wrote on the subject, should think a different dis - 
position of the com panies would be more advantageous. 

Ihave this day received a letter from General Sewall, dated the 17th instant, in which he says that he had designat- 
ed the detached company in the neighborhood of Eastport, under the command of Captain Thomas Vose, Junior, 
of Robinston. ‘The detached company in the interior neighborhood of Penobscot river, under the command of Cap- 
tain Joshua Chamberlain, of Orrington, and the detached company in the same neighborhood, under the command of 
Captain ‘Thomas George, of Brewer, to form a battalion, to be commanded by Major Nathan Low, of Deer Isle, and 
directed them to march immediately to Eastport, and that they would probably march the next day. [ shall im- 
mediately write to Major Low, and direct him to conform to the above instructions, in disposing of the companies, 
until the President of the United States shall otherwise direct. 


I am, sir, with respect, your most obedient servant, 


CALEB STRONG. 


Honorable Witxiam Eustis, Secretary of War. 
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Nortuampton, September 10, 1812. 
SIR: 
1 received this morning a letter from Major General Sewall, dated the first of this inonth, in which he men- 
tioned that the detached troops, from the neighborhood of Penobscot, had marched to Eastport, five or six days 
before that time, with their adjutant and quartermaster, but that Major Low, who was appuinted to command them, 
had been released from that service, on account of bodily infirmity, and that Major Jacob Ulmer, of Lincolnville, was 
appointed in his room, and had been notified to proceed immediately to Eastport. 

General Sewall observes that application had been made to him for the appointment of a commissary and sur- 
geon, for the post at_ Eastport, and if those appointments, or either of them, are thought necessary, he proposes Mr. 
Chevy, an officer of the artillery, for the former, and Doctor Bastow, a surgeon in the militia, for the latter, both 
inhabitants of Eastport. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of respect, your most obedient servant, 


; CALEB STRONG, 
Honorable Wittiam Eustis, Secretary of War. 


Lyng, 20th April, 1812. 
SUR: — 
[ had the honor this morning to receive your letter of the 15th instant, containing the directions of the Presi- 
dent of the United States for detaching three thousand of the militia of this State, agreeably to the provisions o! 
the act of Congress of the 10th instant. ‘The act itself has not been received, and it will be very satisfactory to 
me to receive a copy of it, by the next mail, from your Department. In the mean time, every preparation will be 
made for detaching the officers and men, agreeably to the directions already received. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


ROGER GRISWOLD. 
Honorable the Secrerary or War. 


War Deparrment, June 12, 1812. 
SIR: 
1 am directed by the President tv request your Excellency to order into the service of the United Staies, on 
the requisition of Major General Dearborn, such part of the quota of militia from the State of Connecticut, de- 
tached conformably to the act of April 10th, 1812, as he may deem necessary for the defence of the sea coast. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. EUSTIS. 
His Excellency Rocer Griswo.ip, Governor of Connecticut. 


Lyme, 17/h June, 1812. 
SIR: 


i have had the honor this afternoon to receive your letter of the 12th instant, communicating to me the re- 
quest of the President that I would order into the service of the United States, on the requisition of Major Gen- 
eneral Dearborn, such part of the quota of militia from the State of Connecticut, detached conformably to the act 
of Congress of April 10th, 1812, as he may deem necessary for the defence of the sea coast. 

in obedience to which request, 1 shall, on the requisition of General Dearborn, execute, without delay, the re- 
quest of the President. 


With great respect, | have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


ROGER GRISWOLD. 
Honorable Wa. Eustis, Secretary of War. 


SHaron, Connecticut, July 2, 1812. 

SIR: 

His Excellency Governor Griswold has received trom Major General Henry Dearborna letter, under date of 
the 22d of last month, requesting that five companies of the militia of this State, detached conformably to the act 
of Congress of April 10, 1812, may be ordered into the service of the United States, to wit: ‘* Two companies of ar- 
tillery, and two companies of infantry, to be placed under the command of the commanding officer at Fort Trum - 
bull, near New London, and one company of artillery, to be stationed at the battery at the entrance of the harbor 
of New Haven.” : 

{mpressed with the deep importance of the requisition, and the serious consideration it involves, his Excellency 
deemed it expedient to convene the Council at Hartford, on Monday the 29th ultimo. He has taken their advice 
upon this interesting subject, and has formed his own deliberate opinion; but, as he is under the necessity of leav- 
ing the State, on a journey for the recovery of his health, it becomes my duty, as Lieutenant Governor, to communi- 
cate to you the result. 

The assurance contained in the Governor’s letter of the 17th of June last, in answer to your’s of the 2th of the 
same month, was necessarily given in full confidence that no demand would be made through General Dearborn, 
but in strict conformity to the constitution and laws of the United States. His Excellency regrets to perceive that 
the present requisition is supported by neither. ie 2 } ; 

The constitution of the United States has ordained that Congress may provide for calling forth the militia ¢o 
execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions. nip 

Accordingly, the acts of Congress of February, 1795, and of April, 1812, do provide for calling forth the militia 
in the exigencies above mentioned. ‘The Governor is not informed of any declaration made by the President of the 
United States, or of notice by him given, that the militia are required ** to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, or repel invasions.”” As, therefore, none of the contingencies enumerated in the constitution, and 
recognised by the laws, are shown to have taken place, his Excellency considers that, under existing circumstances, 
no portion of the militia of this State can be withdrawn from his authority. Farther, if the call had been justified 
by either of the constitutional exigencies already recited, still, in the view of his Excellency, an insuperable objec- 
tion presents itself against placing the men under the immediate command of an officer or officers of the army of 
the United States. a cies 

The appointment of the officers of the militia is by the constitution expressly reserved ‘* to the States respec - 
tively.”” In the event of their being called into the actual service of the United States, in the cases above specified, 
the laws of the United States provide for their being called forth as militia, furnished with proper officers by the 
State. And, sir, it will not escape your notice, that the detachment from the militia of this State, under the act of 
Congress of the 10th of April last, is regularly organized into a division, consisting of brigades, regiments, battal- 
ions, and companies, and supplied according to law with all the necessary officers. His Excellency conceives, then, 
that an order to detach a number of companies sufficient for the command of a battalion officer, and place them 
under the command of an officer of the United States, cannot, with propriety, be executed, unless he were also 
prepared to admit that the privates may be separated from their company officers, and transferred into the army of 
the United States; thus leaving the officers of the militia without any command, except in name; and in effect im- 
pairing, if not annihilating, the militia itself, so sacredly guarantied by the constitution to the several States. 
Under these impressions, the Governor has thought proper, by and with the advice of the Council, to refuse a com- 
pliance with the requisition of Major General Dearborn. ; 7 

His Excellency is sincerely disposed to comply promptly with all the constitutional requests of the Nationai 
Executive—a disposition which has ever been manifested by the Government of this State; and he laments the occa- 
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sion which thus compels him to yield obedience to the paramount authority of the constitution and laws. He trusts 
the General Government will speedily provide an adequate force for the monary a8 protection of the sea coast. 
In the mean time, his Excellency has issued the necessary orders to the general.olficers commanding the militia in 
that quarter to be in readiness to repel any invasion which may be attempted upon that portion of the State, and to 
co-operate with such part of the national forces as shall be employed for the same purpose. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient and very humble servant, 
JOHN COTTON SMITH. 


To the Honorable Wm. Eustis, Secretary of War. 


War Deparrment, July 14, 1812. 


SIR: 
| have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the third instant. 

The absence of his Excellency Governor Griswold, on account of ill health, is seriously to be regretted, par- 
ticularly at this important crisis, when his prompt assurances of obeying the requisition of the President, to call 
into the service of the United States such detachments of militia as might be required, conformably to the act of 
April 10, 1812, through General Dearborn, are intercepted and suspended by your Honor. 

The reasons assigned for refusing to execute the engagements of his Excellency Governor Griswold appear 


not less extraordinary than the act itself. 

After a declaration of war, against a nation possessed of a powerful and numerous fleet, a part of which were 
actually on our coast, had been promulgated, and officially communicated to the Executive of the State, the as- 
sertion made by your Honor, ** that the Governor is not informed that the United States are in imminent danger 
of invasion,”” was not to have been expected. ‘To remove all doubts from your mind on this subject, I am instruct- 
ed by the President to state to you, that such danger actually exists; and to request that the requisition of General 
Dearborn, made by his special authority, for calling into the service of the United States certain detachments of 
militia from the State of Connecticut, be forthwith carried into effect. 

The right of the State to officer the militia is clearly recognized in the requisition of General Dearborn. The 
detachments, when marched to the several posts assigned them, with their proper officers, appointed conformably 
to the laws of the State, will command, or be commanded, according to the rules and articles of war and the usages 


of service. ; 
Very respectfully, &c. 
' ; W. EUSTIS. 
His Honor Jno. C. Smrru, Governor of Connecticut. 


Lyme, Mugust 13, 1812. 


His Honor Governor Smith has put inte my hands your letter of the 14th of July, and it is with surprise I 
notice the construction you have put on my letter of the 17thof June. ‘The unusual and exceptionable terms, also, 
in which your letter is expressed, have not escaped notice. But a regard to the propriety of my own conduct will 
not allow me to descend to any comments upon its particular expressions, but leave me to perform my duty to the 
General Government, by giving the explanation which appears proper. 

When you communicated, the request of the President, that any future requisition from General Dearborn, for 
a part of the draughted militia, might be complied with, it remained uncertain whether such a requirement would 
be made, or, if made, under what circumstances it might take place. 

Confident, however, that the President would authorize no requisition which was not strictly constitutional, and 
particularly that the order would not exceed the conditions of the act of the 10th of April, to which you had refer- 
red, [had no hesitation in giving general assurance, that the requisitions which the President might make through 
General Dearborn would be complied with. I then thought, as I do still, that decency, and a due respect to the 
first Magistrate of the Union, required that my assurance should be general, and no expression should be used 
which might imply a susp:cion that the President would violate the constitution in his orders. L also expected that 
this early and general declaration would be considered as evidence of a disposition, which has been uniformly felt 
in this State, to execute every constitutional requisition from the General Government. 

In what light, however, my expressions have been viewed, I trust there will be no future misconstruction, when 
I assure you, that I neither intended, or expected, to be understood, by the general language of my letter, or any 
expression it contained, to give the smallest assurance that I would execute any order which I judged repugnant 


Sir: 


to the constitution, from whatever source it might emanate. 
The light in which I have viewed the order from General Dearborn has been already communicated by Gover- 


nor Smith, and it is only proper to add, that my opinion has not changed, but is confirmed by the unanimous opi- 


nions of the Council of the State. 

The new light in which you have presented the subject, in your letter to Governor Smith, has received every 
attention, but still my opinion remains the same. The war, which has commenced, and the cruising of a hostile 
fleet on our coast, is not invasion; and the declaration of the President, that there is imminent danger of invasion, 
is evidently a consequence drawn from the facts now disclosed, and is not, in my opinion, warranted by those facts. 
If such consequences were admitted to result from a declaration of war with an European Power, it would follow, 


that every war of that character would throw the militia into the hands of the National Government, and _ strip the 
In addition to the foregoing facts, it is proper for me further to ob- 


States of the important right reserved to them. 
serve, that I have found it difficult to fix in my mind the meaning of the words *‘ imminent danger of invasion,” 
used by Congress in the act of the 28th of February, 1795, and now repeated in your letter, as no such expression 
is contained in that part of the constitution which authorizes the President to call the militia into service. Presum- 
ing, however, that some definite meaning, thought consistent with the constitution, was at the time annexed to the 
expression, I have rather inferred that the Legislature must have intended only to include an extreme case, where 
an enemy had not passed the line of the United States, but were evidently advancing in force to invade our country. 
Such a case would undoubtedly come within the spirit of the constitution, although it might not be, included in its 


literal expression. 

But whether the Congress, in 1795, were justified in the expression or not, is unimportant, there being no diffi- 
culty in the present case, as none of the facts disclosed furnish any thing more than a slight danger of invasion, 
which the constitution could not contemplate, and which might exist even in times of peace. 

Whilst I regret this ‘difference of opinion, on a question of such importance, I do not doubt that the Presi- 
dent will do me the justice to believe, that a sense of duty leaves me no other course to pursue, and that every 


means for the defence of the State will be speedily provided for. 
have the honor to be, your most obedient and humble servant, 
ROGER GRISWOLD. 


Honorable Wut1am Eustis, &c. 
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No. 116. [2d Session. 


13th Concress. } 


ARMS PROVIDED FOR, AND ISSUED TO, THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 24, I812. 


War Department, Decendber 18, 1812. 


Sir: 

In obedience to a resolution of the honorable the House of Representatives of the 7th instant, I have the 
honor to state, that, of the annual appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars for arming the whole body of 
militia, conformably to the act of April 23, 1808, four hundred and eighty-three thousand dollars have been drawn 
from the treasury on that account. ‘The enclosed statement from the commissary general, marked A, exhibits the 
contracts which have been made by the late purveyor of public supplies with sundry manufacturers, for eighty-five 
thousand stands of arms. On those contracts, ninety-four entanal naan hundred and ninety-two dollars have been 
advanced, and thirty-one thousand six hundred and forty stands of arms have been delivered to the United States. 


In addition to those contracts, an agreement was entered into by this Department on the 18th of July last, with Eli 
Whitney, of New Haven, Connecticut, to manufacture and deliver fifteen thousand stands of arms, in a proportion 
of not less than fiiteen hundred annually. On this contract, five thousand dollars have been advanced. It will also 
appear by the statement A, that twelve thousand two hundred and fifty stands of arms have been sold to the States 
of Georgia, Maryland, and Delaware. 

Statement B exhibits the number of arms and equipments which have been issued under the act of April 23d, 
1808, for arming the whole body of militia. These issues have been made within the last year, and to those States 


and territories whose exposed situation appeared to require immediate supplies. : 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. EUSTIS, 


The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the U. 8. 
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B. 


Statement of Arms issued and loaned to the Militia of the several States and Territories. 








Issued conformably to the law of April 23, 1808. 
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STATES AND TERRITORIES. a = x REMARKS. 
} e { | = c 
| Ss = S 
| ‘ 3 = E 
L = = — 
| 8 = z 5 = 
RH 4 a Rn = 
sneeneanets | | —_ EE ee — 
New, Hampshire, - -| 1,000 
Vermont, - - - 2,500 | | 
Rhode Island, - - - 1,000 | 
New Jersey, - - -| 1,000 | 
Delaware,  —s - - | 500 | - : - 500 
North Carolina, - -| 2,130 | 
South Carolina, - -| 2,000 - : . 2,000 
Georgia, - -!| 1,000 | 
Ohio, . - -| 1,500 
Kentucky, - - -| 1,500 
Tennessee, - : -\| 1,500 | 
[llinois Territory, - - | 216 | - 45 | - 216 
Indiana Territory, - - | . | 41 120 | 120 
Louisiana Territory, - - 250 | - 75 | 150 
Total, . | 16,096 | 41 240 | 270 2,716 
| ' 
7 LOANED. 
¥ 
eo 
as 
= 
w = 5 
gi|/: ¢ 
STATES AND TERRITORIES.| 5 5 & anes. 
a = = 
s o a 
D = = 
— e. &. 
5 & | & 
D = | =) 
Rhode Island, - . 250 150 | - Delivered to two volunteer companies. — 
Delaware, - - 650 650 | - At Wilmington, New Castle, and Lewistown. 
Ohio. : - - 1,500 1.500 | 1,500 Delivered to Major General Wadsworth. 
Do. — _ - 2,000 2,000 | - The militia and volunteers under General Hull. 
istrict of Columbia, - 2,200 
Total, : 8,100 6,900 | 1,500 
12th Coneress. j No. 117. [2d Session. 
ADDITIONAL GENERAL OFFICERS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 12, 1813. 
AvjutTant GrenerAw’s Orricr, Wasnincron City, 23d December, 1812. 
Sir: 


Before | reply to your question, “ how many major generals and brigadiers are necessary for an army of thirty 
five thousand men?” it may not be amiss to state what 1s believed to have been the proportion of officers of these 
grades in the Revolutionary army, and what is understood to be the proportion, at this time, in European armies. 

In the first army of the Revolution, raised in 1775, we had a commander-in-chief, four major generals, and eight 
brigadiers. In 1776, five brigadiers were promoted to the rank of major generals, and twenty-three brigadiers a 
pointed. In 1777, six brigadiers were promoted to the rank of major generals, and three major generals and ciak- 
teen brigadiers appointed. 

__ The loss of papers in the War Office, by fire, in 1800, renders it impossible to say, with precision, at what par- 
ticular periods many of these general officers left the service, but it is within my recollection that, on the 28th of 
June, 1778, fourteen major generals, and sixteen brigadiers, were actually in service of the United States. Yet, by 
referring to the official letters of General Washington, in 1778, and 1779, it will be seen that a further increase of 
general officers was often and warmly recommended. 





— 
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The main army, under the immediate command of General Washington, it is believed, never amounted to thirty 
five thousand men, and it is by no means certain that this number was ever in service at one and the same time, 
in the whole of what was designated ** the continental army.” Yet, at no period, between the first of May, 1777, and 
the close of the war, had we less than thirty general officers in service. 

It was deemed necessary, in the Revolution, and it is understood to be the general practice in Europe, at this 
time, to have at least one brigadier-general for every two thousand men, and one major general for every four thou- 


sand. 

In this country we have never had a grade between the commander-in-chief and that of major general; hence it 
was found necessary, in the ‘* continental army,” to give to the senior major general the command of the right 
wing, and, to the next iv rank, that of the left, which, from the limited number of general officers, often left a 
division toa brigadier. a brigade to a colonel, anda regiment to a subordinate field officers but, in Europe, this diffi 
culty is obviated by the appointment of general officers of higher grades. 

From the best information { have been able to obtain on this subject, I have no hesitation in saying that eight 
major generals, and sixteen brigadiers, to command the divisions and brigades of an army of thirty-five thousand 
men, is the lowest estimate which the uniform practice of France, Russia, and England, will warrant, and that this 
is much below the proportion of officers of these grades actually employed in the army of the Revolution. 

As you have not required my opinion whether it be necessary to have a higher grade than that of major general, 
[ have not deemed it proper to touch this subject, and have confined myself to the number of major generals, and 
brigadiers, deemed necessary to command the divisions and brigades of an army of thirty-five thousand men. It 
may not, however, be improper to remark, that, if it is intended to have no higher grade than that of major general, 
their number should be increased to eleven; so as to give one tor the chief command, one for each wing, and one for 


each division of four thousand men. ‘ ; 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. H. CUSHING, Adjutant General. 


The Honorable the Secretary or War. 


War Department, February 10th, 1813. 


Sir: 
In reply te the letter you did me the honor to write to me, on the 5th instant, by direction of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, I respectfully submit the following opinions: 
Ist. That an increased number of general officers is essential to the public service. The number of regiments 
provided for by law, is, two of light dragoons, three of heavy artillery, one of light artillery, one of riflemen, and 


forty-five of infantry, making, together, fifty-two regiments. 

The simplest organization is ever the best. Hence it is, that, as a regiment consists of two battalions, so a bri- 
gade should consist of two regiments, and a division of two brigades. 

This sphere of command will be found, in practice, sufficiently large. The management of two thousand men 
in the field, will be ample duty for a brigadier, and the direction of double that number will give full occupation to 
a major general. To enlarge the sphere of command in either grade would not be a mean of best promoting the 


public good. 

‘Taking these ideas as the basis of the rule, and taking for granted, also, that our ranks are filled, the present 
establishment would require twenty-five brigadiers and twelve major generals. But the latter admission requires 
qualification, and, under existing circumstances, it may be sufficient that the higher staff should consist of eight 


major generals, and sixteen brigadiers. 

‘The general argument, on this head, might be fortified by our own practice during the war of the Revolution, and 
by that of European nations at all times. ‘Believing, however, that this view of the subject has been already taken 
by the adjutant general, in a late communication to you, I forbear to do more than suggest it. 

2d. The recruiting service would be much promoted, were the bounty in land commutable into money, at the 
option of the soldier, and at the end of his service. This modification would be addressed to both descriptions of 
men—those who would prefer money, and such as would prefer land. 

{ need hardly remark, that bounties, at the close of service, have many advantages over those given before service 
begins. The former tie men down to their duty; the latter furnish, if not the motive, at least the means of debauch 
and desertion. 

Another, and a public reason, for the preference, may be found in the greater convenience with which money 


may be paid at the end, than at the commencement of a war. - ; 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Honorable Davip R. Wittrams, 
Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. 





No. 118. [2d Sesston. 


1th Concress. J 


THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 13, 1813. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
I lay before Congress a statement of the militia of the United States, according to the latest returns received 


the Department of War. 
by the Department of War JAMES MADISON. 


February 13, 1813. 
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[2d Session. 


12th ConeREss. } SESSION, 


No. 119. 


CONTRACT PRICE OF ARMS FOR THE MILITIA, 
The payments made, the sum carried lo the Sinking Fund, and the balance of appropriation remaining unexpended. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 3, 1813, 


War Department, March 1, 1813. 
Sir: 
Conformably to a resolution of the honorable the Senate of the United States, of the 27th of February last, 
ange Secretary of War to cause to be laid before the Senate information on the following points: 
ist. What is the contract price of the arms contracted for, under the authority of the act making provision for 
arming and equipping the whole body of the militia of the United States? 
2d. What amount of money has been drawn from the treasury under the appropriation of the said act, at what 
times, and in what sums, have such moneys been drawn from the treasury? 
3d. To whom, and at what times, have the moneys drawn, as aforesaid, been paid? 
4th. What is the balance of the appropriation, made by the said act, remaining unexpended, and has any part of 
such balance, and, if any, what, sum been carried to the Sinking Fund? 
5th. Hasany part’of the money, appropriated by the said act, been applied to the manufacture of arms in the pub- 
lic factories, and, if so, how aah 
I have the honor to state, that the average price of arms, manufactured by private contracts, for arming the whole 
body of the militia of the United States, under the act of April 23d 1808, is ten dollars and seventy-five cents for 
each stand; that the amount of money drawn from the treasury, and expended on that account, is detailed in the 
enclosed statement; that one hundred thousand dollars of the appropriation has been carried to the surplus fund; 
that the balance remaining to the credit of the appropriation is five hundred thousand dollars, exclusive of the an- 
nual sum of two hundred thousand dollars for the year 1813; and that no part of the money appropriated by the said 
act has been applied to the manufacture of arms in the public armories, except nine thousand seven hundred dol- 
Jars at Springfield, Massachusetts. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
The Honorable the Presipent of the Senate of the United States. 


Statement of moneys drawn from the Treasury under the act *“* making provision for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia of the United States.” 





1808, November 23, - - - $100,000 |1811, June 25, - - - 10,000 
1810, March 14, - - - 50,000 August 12, - - - 30,000 
September 25, - - - 55,000 September 12, - : - 20,000 
December 26, - - - 5,000 October 18, - - - 40,000 

1811, May 9, - - - 40,000 | 1812, May 2, : - - 50,000 
ae - - 50,000 July 10, - - . 50,000 
$500,000 








Nore.—The last ten sums, above stated, were advanced from the treasury, to Thomas T. Tucker, as agent for 
the Military Department. 


Statement of the expenditures under the same, viz: 








1808, July 8, in favor of Tench Coxe, Warrant No. 541 - - - $25,000 00 
August 5, ditto ditto, ditto 649 - ° - 20,000 00 
October 18, ditto ditto, ditto 840 - - - 10,000 00 
November 17, ditto ditto, ditto 907 - - - 25,000 00 
December 5, ditto ditto, ditto 957 - . - 2,687 50 

1809, June 17, ditto Charles Williams, Inspector, ditto 1,609 - - . 588 39 
July 3, ditto Daniel Pettibone, ditto 1,649 - - 100 00 
July 29, ditto ditto, ditto 1,847 - . . 100 00 
November 13, ditto ditto, ditto 2.096 : . . 58 02 

66 18, ditto Charles Williamson, ditto 2,112 - - - 583 64 
December 19, ditto Tench Coxe, ditto 2,204 - - , 10,000 00 

1810, February 26, ditto ditto, ditto 2,395 = - - - 20,000 00 
April 24, ditto ditto, ditto 2,580 - - - 20,000 00 
May 21, ditto ditto, ditto 2,635 = - 10,000 00 

*<" 96, ditto ditto, ditto 2,644 25,000 00 
July 17, ditto ditto, ditto 2,779 10,000 00 
September, 17, ditto ditto, ditto 2,901 20,000 00 
October 26, ditto Charles Williams, ditto 2,976 - 1,132 36 

1811, January 5, ditto Tench Coxe, ditto is - 25,000 00 

* Rm ditto ditto, ditto 38 : - 10,000 00 
February 13, ditto ditto, ditto 120 - 15,000 00 

“ “ ditto ditto, ditto 122 - 20,000 00 
March 16, ditto ditto, ditto 195 : 10,000 00 
May 17, ditto ditto, ditto 329 20,000 00 
July 13, ditto Charles Williams, ditto 445 - 1,122 54 
September 9, ditto Tench Coxe, ditto 545 & 54 - 25,000 00 
October 18, — ditto ditto, ditto 635 - 10,000 00 

1812, January 2, ditto ditto, ditto 2&3 - 25,000 00 
February 24, ditto ditto, ditto 141 & 142 - 35,000 00 
March 31, ditto ditto, ditto 290 - - 20,000 00 
April 22, ditto John Chaffee, ditto 386 - - 9,700 00 
June 22, ditto Benjamin Mifflin, ditto 600 & 60 25,000 00 
July 9, ditto ditto, ditto 700 - - 10,000 00 
July 20, ditto Eli Whitney, ditto 744 - - 5,000 00 
September 26, ditto Benjamin Mifflin, ditto 905 - - 10,000 00 
September 7, ditto Caleb Irvine, ditto 973 - 2,000 00 
October 26, ditto Amasa Stetson, ditto 1,255 - 5,000 00 

$483,072 45 


War Department, March 1st, 1813. 
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13th ConGress. ] No. 120. [ist Sesston. 


APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JUNE 16, 1813. 
Camp Meics, May 2d, 1813. 


70 the Honorable the Senate of the United States. The officers undersigned (now in the service of the United 
States and attached to the army under the command of Major General William H. Harrison) respectfully 


represent: 


Having observed several appointments and promotions recently made in the army, and particularly in the corps 
to which we severally belong, and feeling that in some of them injustice has been done officers now in service; we 
owe it to ourselves, as well as the service in which we are engaged, to make known to your honorable body the 
wrongs complained of; you alone possessing the corrective power. 

Our distance from the seat of Government prevents an immediate knowledge of new arrangements, made in the 
War Department, but we have seen no public document authorizing (as we conceive) some of the recent appoint- 
ments and promotions from that Department. If, in the promotions and new appointments in the army, the age of 
an officer’s commission, and the duration of service are to be wholly disregarded, few men would enter the army ex- 
cept from necessity—a crisis, we presume, wished for by none who has the good of his country at heart. 

We are unwilling to believe that your honorable body would sanction a course so destructive to the necessary 
excitements of a soldier, and so chilling to his laudable ambition; nor would we have troubled you with this address, 
had not we feared that, in the crowd of momentous matter which might occupy your attention at the present session 
of Congress, it might escape your consideration, that, in some of the appointments recently made, private citizens 
have been made Captains over the heads of subaltern officers, who have been long in service; nor is it less worthy 
your attention, that, in many instances, subalterns have been promoted over the heads of superior oflicers—over 
officers, tov, who, from experience, as well as services rendered their country in the field of battle, have at least some 
claim to the ordinary and just patronage of their Government. 

We are well aware that, in armies, the usages of nations sanction extraordinaryand honorable notice of even 
private soldiers, where extraordinary and honorable deeds authorize it, and we would be the Jast to complain at the 
elevation of a brother soldier, or even a private citizen, under similar circumstances. 

It is unnecessary, we conceive, to call your attention to the individual promotions and appointments, by which 
we a usages of armies, and our individual rights, violated; they must necessarily Pe laid before you for 
approval. 

a thus obtruding ourselves before the Senate of the United States, we trust it will be seen that we are actu- 
ated by no other motive than that which should pervade the breast of every soldier, and that the matter and manner 
of this address evince the greatest respect and deference, both to your honorable body and that of the War De- 


peeee WILLIAM BRADFORD, Capt. 17th Regt. United States’ Infantry. 
DAVID HOLT, Capt. 17th United States’ Infantry. 
JAMES HACKLEY, Ziewt. 17th United States’ Infantry. 
THOMAS HAWKINS, Ensign 17th United States’ Infantry. 
BENJ. W. SANDERS, Lieut. 17th United States’ Infantry. 
E. SHIPP, Ensign 17th United States’ Infantry. 
WILSON ELLIOTT, Capt. 19th Regt. United States’ Infantry. 
HENRY FREDERICKS, 2d Lieut. United States’ Infantry. 
STEPHEN LER, Lieut. 19th Regt. United States’ Infantry. 
GEORGE W. JACKSON, Lieut. 19th Regt. United States’ Infantry. 
JAMES CAMPBELL, First Lieut. 19th Regt. United States’ Infantry 
JOHN STOCKTON, Ensign 19th Regt. United States’ Infantry. 
DAVID GUYNNE, First Lieut. 19th United States’ Infantry. 
CHARLES MITCHELL, Ensign 19th Regt. United States’ Infantry. 





13th Concress. | No. 121. (ist Sxssion. 


EXTENSION OF THE ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JUNE 19, 1813. 


OrpNanceE Department, Washington, June 19, 1813. 
Sin 
‘The Ordnance Department, as originally organized, consisted of one commissary general, one assistant com- 
missary general, four deputies, and not exceeding eight assistant deputies; at the last session of Congress, an aug- 
mentation of the assistant deputies to sixteen was authorized. 

The duties of the Ordnance Department, as prescribed by law, are various and important. Such as, 1. Inspect- 
ing and proving cannon, cannon shot, shells, and gun powder; 2. Superintending the construction of gun carriages, 
ammunition wagons, equipmentsfor cannon, and all machines used by the artillery in garrison or field; 3. Preparing 
ammunition both for the artillery and infantry, and all kinds of ordnance stores; 4. Furnishing to the Secretary 
of War semi-annual returns, exhibiting the actual state of the ordnance and ordnance stores, throughout the United 
States, together with the necessary estimates of wear, tear, and expenditure, on which to found contracts and pur- 
chases to ensure future adequate supplies; 5. Visiting and inspecting the several forts, posts, and camps, in the 
United States, to see that the ordnance and ordnance stores are kept in serviceable order, properly distributed, and 
economically expended. ; 

The Ordnance Department, as at present filled, seems inadequate to the discharge of these duties. 

General Harrison has judged it necessary to appoint, on his own authority, one deputy commissary and two 
assistant deputies, to act with the army under his command. General Wilkinson has selected one officer of artil- 
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lery to act as a deputy cemenlaneey and <ppvinted another ad interim to the station of assistant deputy. General 
Dearborn and General Bloomfield have each appointed an officer of the artillery to act in the Ordnance De partment; 
and, lastly, General Pinckney is solicitous to have two assistant deputies appointed for the district under his com- 
mand, in addition to one deputy already under his command. 

It has been decided by the War Department, to establish three principal laboratories and arsenals: one at or 
near Albany; one at or near Pittsburgh; and one on the waters of the Chesapeake. At each of these establishments 
thirty or forty workmen will be employed, which will require at least one superior officer, and three or four inferior, 
at each station. The arsenals and laboratories will, therefore, alone, require fifteen or sixteen officers. ‘To each mi- 
litary district, one a commissary ought at least to be allowed. My opinion, is, therefore, the deputy commissa- 
ries ought to be increased to eleven or twelve, leaving the number of assistant deputies at sixteen, as now established. 

Nor should we be deterred by the idea of increased expense. In fact, a great deal of money would be saved by 
making systematic arrangements in relation to this branch of the service. We cannot possibly avoid these expenses; 
in some way or other they must be incurred. Cannon, their carriages and a for our armies in the field, our 
posts on the frontiers, and the fixed and moveable batteries on the sea board, must be provided. Powder, shot, and 
shells, must at any rate be procured. The appropriations for the ordnance supplies, I am informed, amount to up- 
wards of one million of dollars, and the future annual expenditure, during the war, will probably not be less. It is 
worth while to incur some expense, to ensure the faithful, judicious, and economical expenditure of such a sum of 
money. I know an instance where one hundred and twenty dollars per ton has, by the interference of militia officers, 
been paid for cannon shot on the very spot where the United States had contracted to have them delivered at seventy- 
two dollars per ton. Such extravagancies will be continually taking place, while chance and momentary exigencies 
regulate the supplies to be furnished to the military posts in our extensive country. Besides, while the Ordnance 
Department remains inadequate to the discharge of its duties, incessant complaints will arise of want of ammuni- 
tion, want of artillery, arms, and accoutrements, and other articles essential to protection and defence. 


I have the honor to be, with entire respect, sir, your obedient and very humble servant, 
DECIUS WADSWORTH. 


Honorable Mr. Troup, of the House of Representatives. 
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ARMING THE MILITIA. 








COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JULY 8, 1813. 


Mr. Troup, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a resolution of the House, of the 15th 
of June, instructing them to inquire whether any, and, if any, what, alterations are necessary to be made in the 
act, entitled ** An act making provision for arming and equipping the whole body of the militia of the United 
States,” and particularly whether any, and, if any, what, alterations are necessary as to the time when the arms 
procured by virtue of said act shall be distributed to each State and territory, reported: 

That the funds appropriated by the act of 23d of April for arming the whole body of the militia, amounted, on the 
23d day of April last, to one million of dollars; that of this sum ninety-four thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
two dollars have been actually expended; and that the whole number of arms procured, up to this day, amounts to 
34,477 stands, all derived under contracts of supply; that of these the following disposition has been made, viz. 





New Hampshire, - - - 1,000 ; 
Vermont, - - - - 2,500 Since the 24th December, 1812. 

Rhode Island, - - - - 1,000 

New Jersey, - - - - 1,000 Connecticut, - - ° . 5,000 
Delaware, - - - - 500 New York, - + ° ° 2,000 
North Carolina, - - - - 2,130 Maryland, - - - . 1,500 
South Carolina, - - - - 2,000 Louisiana, - - - - 1,500 
Georgia, - - - - 1,000 

Ohio, - - - - 1,500 Before the 24th December, 1812. 

Kentucky, - - - - 1,500 ; 

Tennessee, - - - - 1,500 Ohio, - - ° o 1,500 
Illinois territory, - - - 218 District of Columbia, - - - - 2,200 
Louisiana, - - - - 250 


Making an aggregate of 26,000 stands delivered, and leaving a balance of 8,477 stands, subject to future 
distribution. 

That the aforesaid disposition has been made in virtue of the authority conferred by the third section of the act 
of April, 1808, which is as follows: ** That all the arms procured in virtue of this act shall be transmitted to the 
several States composing this Union, and territories thereof, to each State and territory, respectively, in proportion 
to the number of effective militia in each State and territory; and by each State and territory to be distributed to 
the militia in such State and territory, under such rules and regulations as shall be by law prescribed by the Legis- 
lature of each State and territory.” ; i ; ; 

The language of this section is clear, and admits but of one construction; the proportion to which each State 
is entitled is secured by it; each State having contributed its just propurtion of money to the purchase, each State 
is entitled to receive its just proportion of arms. “Shall be transmitted to each State and territory, respectively, 
in proportion to the number of effective militia in each State and territory. Zransmiited. When? “At such time 
as the Executive may deem proper.” ‘This is the only construction, in the opinion of your committee, of which 
the language of the section is susceptible. If the intention of the Legislature had been to bind the Executive toa 
simultaneous or periodical transmission, the language of the section would have been different: ‘ shall be trans- 
mitted at the same time,” or “shall be transmitted annually, or biennially, or triennially,” would have been the 
language of the Legislature. The time of transmission not being specified, therefore, but left, as your committee 
conclude, to a sound Executive discretion, the question is, whether any alteration in the act of April, 1808, be, in 
this respect, expedient. ; é ; : ; ; : 

In legislation it is extremely difficult, and frequently impossible, to foresee all the exigencies which may arise 
under a particular act, and, consequently, extremely difficult, and frequently impossible, to make adequate provision 
for them. In some cases, even the Legislature, foreseeing a possible exigency, it would be unwise to anticipate and 
provide fur it by the express letter of the law. Would it become the Legislature of the Union, for instance, to an- 
ticipate the rebellion of a State against the authority of the United States, and to enact that * no State in actual 
rebellion against the United States should be entitled to receive its proportion of arms? ” Your committee presume not. 
A legislation of this character would, to say nothing of the violence it would offer to the enlightened sensibility of 
the National Legislature, be the means, when frequently indulged, of bringing about that very state of things which 
cannot be thought of without horror, and which ought not to be spoken of at all. In every act of legislation, there 
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fore, something must be left to implication; something must be left to discretion. But there are other considera- 
tions which, in the opinion of your committee, justify the discretion as to the time of transmission. 

A war unexpectedly breaks out; a particular section is exposed to the assaults of the enemy; that section desti- 
tute of arms; shall the enemy be suffered to advance, to lay waste with fire and sword, because the President is 
bound by the letter of the law so to distribute the arins as that each State shall, at the same time, receive a propor- 
tion exactly equai to the number of its effective militia? No, would be the exclamation from one end of the Union 
to the other; let the safely of a part be consulted, though the whole suffer inconvenience. Yet, were such 
the letter of the law, the Executive would, under ~ circumstances, be bound to respect it. ‘The act of the 23d 
of April, 1808, was passed in a season of profound peace; contemplating future wars, it looked to no particular 
war; it had just gone into operation, had scarcely developed its first fruits, when the present war broke out. ‘The 
war found the militia badly armed; it found particular portions of them worse armed and more exposed than others. 
Would it have been wise, under these circumstances, to distribute 30,000 stands of arms equally among 800,000 
militia? Orv would it have been wiser to consult the wants and exposure of particular portions: 

But suppose it were expedient, in the opinion of your committee, to define with precision the time of transmission; 
what period ought to be selected?If ayearly or biennial or triennial distribution, were adopted, it might happen, by 
casualty or accident, that, within the period limited, no arms were received, or so few, that the expense and trouble 
of ditribution would exceed the expense of manufacture; and what would the distribution of a dozen or an hundred 
stands of arms avail the militia of a great State; they would be lost in the transmission, or suffered by the States 
to lie neglected and forgotten. In the distribution by the States themselves, among their own militia, it is more 
than probable they wouid be governed by the same principle as that by which the recent disposition by the United 
States has seemed to be regulated. Would a State having one thousand companies of militia so scrupulously con- 
sult the principle of equality, in the distribution of one thousand stand of arms, as to give one musket and bayonet 
to each company? It may fairly be presumed not; the wants, the frontier position, and actual exposure of particu- 
lar parts of the State, would be much more likely to regulate the distribution; those of the militia, to be sure, from 
whom, forthe moment, they were withheld, might complain of a departure from the principle of exact equality, 
but with what concern would the legislative body of such State regard such complaints? 

For these, and various other reasons, which might be adduced, but with which your committee forbear to trouble 
the House, they are of opinion that, for the present at least, the act of April, 1808, requires no alterations. They 
are the more confirmed in this opinion, because they have reason to believe, that there has been no misconstruction 
of the law: that the seeming irregularity which has taken place has grown out of the exigency of the times; that a 
disposition exisfs to correct such irregularity, as soon as circumstances will admit; that the correction is, in fact, 
at this moment proceeding; that, in due time, all the States must and will receive their respective proportions of 
arms; and, in fine, that the immediate representatives of the people in Congress, inspecting, as they do, with never 
ceasing vigilance, the execution of this, as well as every other law, stand ready to apply the remedy whensoever 
right, or justice, or expediency, shall seem to them to demand it. 


Sir: Committee Room, June 30, 1813. 


I amdirected, by the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom has been referred a resolution instructing them 
to inquire what alterations are necessary in the act of the 28th of April, 1813, providing for the arming the whole 
body of the militia of the United States, to ask information on the following points, viz. 

Ist. What number of arms have been received by the United States since the 24th day of December, 1812, under 
contracts or purchases, for carrying into effect the aforesaid act of the 23d April, 1808? 

2d. Whether, since the 24th day of December, 1812, any further disposition has been made of the arms acquired 
under the act of the 23d April, 1808, and, if any further disposition, to what amount, to what States und territories, 
and the number to each, respectively? 

3d. By what authority eight thousand one hundred stand of arms have been, as appears by a report from your 
Department, made to the House of Representatives, 24th December, 1812, loaned to several! States and territories, 
and whether the arms so loaned were arms acquired under the authority of the aforesaid act of the 23d of April, 1808? 

Or any other information in possession of your Department touching the distribution of arms acquired under the 
act of 1808, and which will enable the committee to comply with the instruction of the House. 


War Department, 6th July, 1813. 


In reply to the note you did me the honor to write to me on the 30th ult. I beg leave to state, that two thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-seven stands of arms have been received into the public stores, since December, 1812, 
under contracts made pursuant to law; and that deliveries of arms, since that period, to the amount of seven thou- 
sand stands, have been made as follows, viz: 
2,000 to the State of Connecticut. 
2,000 to the State of New York. 
1,500 to the State of Maryland. 
1,500 to the State of Louisiana. 
The arms stated in the report of December last to have been loaned, were in part acquired under the act of the 
28th of April, 1808, viz: 
1,500 delivered to Major General Wadsworth, of Ohio; and 
2,200 to the District of Columbia. And are considered as furnished under that law. In the former of these 
cases, the exigence growing out of the surrender of General Hull did not leave to this Department time for the em- 
ployment of the customary form of getting the receipt of the Governor. ‘The balance of loaned arms (2,900) was 
not acquired under the aforesaid act. 
Accept, sir, the assurance of my very high respect, 


Sir: 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Hon. Mr, Trovr. 
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13th Concress.] No. 123. {Ist Sesston. 


SPIRIT AND MANNER IN WHICH THE WAR IS WAGED BY THE ENEMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JULY 31, 1813, 


Mr. Macoy, from the committee to whom was referred that part of the President’s message ‘* which relates to the 
spirit and manner in which the war had been waged by the enemy,” made the following report: 


That they have collected and arranged all the testimony on this subject which could, at this time, be procured. 
This testimony is submitted to the consideration of the llouse, arranged under the following heads: 

First. Bad treatment of American prisoners. ~~ 

Second. Detention of American prisoners as British subjects, on the plea of nativity in the dominions of Bri- 
tain, or of naturalization. 

Third. Detention of mariners, as prisoners of war, who were in England when the war was declared. 

Fourth. Compulsory service of impressed American seamen on board British ships of war. 

Fifth. Violation of tlags of truce. 

Sixth. Ransom of American prisoners from Indians in the British service. : 

Seventh. Pillage and destruction of private property on the Chesapeake bay, and in the neighboring country. 

Eighth. Massacre and burning of American prisoners surrendered to officers of Great Britain, by Indians in the 
British service. Abandonment of the remains of Americans killed in battle, or murdered after the surrender to 
the British. ‘The pillage and shooting of American citizens, and the burning of their houses, after surrender to the 
British under the guarantee of protection. 

Ninth. Outrages at Hampton, in Virginia. 

The evidence under the first head demonstrates that the British Government has adopted a rigor of regulation 
unfriendly to the comfort, and apparently unnecessary to the safe keeping, of American prisoners, generally. It 
shows, also, instances of a departure from the customary rules of war, by the selection and confinement in close pri- 
sons of particular persons, and the transportation of them, for undefined causes, from the ports of the British colo- 
nies to the island of Great Britain. 

The evidence under the second head establishes the fact, that, however the practice of detaining American citi- 
zens as British subjects may be regarded as to the principle it involves, that such detentions continue to occur, 
through the agency of the naval and other commanders of that Government. It proves, too, that, however unwil- 
ling to allow other nations to naturalize her subjects, Great Britain is disposed to enforce the obligation entered into 
by their citizens, when naturalized under her own laws. ‘This practice, even supposing the release of every person 
thus detained, obviously subjects our captured citizens, upon mere suspicion, to hardships and perils from which 
they ought to be exempt, according to the established rules in relation to prisoners of war. 

The evidence under the third head shows that, while all other American citizens were permitted to depart with- 
in a reasonable time after the declaration of war, all mariners who were in the dominions of Great Britain, whether 
they resorted to her ports, in time of peace, for lawful purposes, or were forced into them under the pretence of 
illegal commerce, are considered prisoners of war. ‘The injustice of this exception is not more apparent than the 
jealousy it discloses towards that useful class of our fellow-citizens. But the committee can but remark, that, if 
the practice of hiring American seamen to navigate British vessels is generally adopted and authorized, and that it 
is suffered appears from the advertisements of George Maude, the British agent at Port Royal, which is to be found 
with the testunony collected under the first head, that the naval strength of that empire will be increased in propor- 
tion to the number of our seamen in bondage. ‘The present war having changed the relation of the two countries, 
the pretended right of impressment car no longer be exercised, but the same end may be accomplished by the sub- 
stitution of this mode. Every seaman thus employed (the terms of whose engagement have not been ascertained) 
increases the naval strength of the enemy, not only by depriving the United States of his active services, but by 
enabling Great britain to carry on, and even extend, her commerce, without diminishing the number of sailors em- 
ployed in her vessels of war. 

The testimony collected under the fourth head proves, that it is the ordinary practice of the officers of British 
armed vessels to furce impressed Americans to serve against their country by threats, by corporal punishment, and 
even by the fear of immediate execution—an instructing commentary upon the professions of the Government of its 
readiness to release impressed American seamen, found on board ships of war. 

On the evidence collected under the fifth head it is only necessary to observe, that, in one case, (the case of Dr. 
M’Keehan) the enormity is increased by the circumstance of the flag being divested of every thing of a hostile 
character, having solely for its object the relief of the wounded and suffering prisoners who were taken at the river 
Raisin on the 22d January, 1813. ‘The treatment of Dr. M’Keehan, not by the allies of Britain, but by the officers 
of her army, can only be rationally accounted for by the supposition, that it was considered good policy to deter 
American surgeons from going to the relief of their countrymen, as the Indian surgeons had a more speedy and 
effectual mode of relieving their sufferings. 

The evidence respecting the ransom of American prisoners from Indians, collected under the sixth head, de- 
serves attention, principally from the policy it indicates, and as it is connected with Indian cruelties. Considering 
the savages as an auxiliary military force in the pay of Great Britain, the amount of ransom may be regarded as 

rt of their stipulated compensation for military services; and, as ransoms would be increased, and their value en- 
Renced, by the terror inspired by the most shocking barbarities, it may be fairly concluded, whatever may be the 
intention of the British Governinent, that the practice of redeeming captives by pecuniary means will be occasion- 
ally quickened. by the butchery of our fellow-citizens, and by indignities offered to their remains, as long as the 
Indians are employed by the enemy. The justice of this conclusion is confirmed by the testimony of those wit- 
nesses who were retained after ransom as prisoners of war. 

The testimony collected under the seventh head shows, that the private property of unarmed citizens has been 

illaged by the officers and crews of the British vessels of war on our coast, their houses burnt, and places of pub- 
Ee worship mutilated and defiled. It appears that the officers, animated by the presence of Admiral Cockburn, 
rticularly distinguished themselves in these exploits. ‘This evidence proves, that they were governed by the com- 
ined motives of avarice and revenge; not satisfied with bearing off, for their own convenience, the valuable arti- 
cles found, the others, which furnished no allurements to their cupidity, were wantonly defaced and destroyed. It 
has been alleged, in palliation of these acts of wanton cruelty, that a flag sent on shore by the Admiral was fired 
upon by the American militia. The evidence proves this not to have been the fact. ‘This pretence has been re- 
sorted to only to excuse conduct which no circumstances can justify. 

‘The committee forbear to make any observations upon the testimony collected under the eighth head, from a 
perfect conviction that no person of this or any other nation can read the simple narrative of the different witnesses 
of the grossest violations of honor, justice, and humanity, without the strongest emotions of indignation and horror, 
That these outrages were perpetrated by Indians is neither palliation nor excuse. Every civilized nation is an- 
swerable for the conduct of the allies under their command, and, while they partake of the advantages of their 
successes, they are equally partakers of the odium of their crimes. The British forces concerned in the affair of 
the 22d, at the river Raisin, are more deeply implicated in the infamy of these transactions than by this mode of 
reasoning, however correct. ‘The massacre of the 23d January, after the capitulation, was perpetrated without any 
exertion on their part to prevent it; indeed, it is apparent, from all the circumstances, that, if the British officers 
did not connive at their destruction, they were criminally indifferent about the fate of the wounded prisoners. But 
what marks more strongly the degradation of the character of the British soldiers is, the refusal of the last offices 








340 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [1813. 





of humanity to the bodies of the dead. The bodies of our countrymen were exposed to every indignity, and be- 
came fvod for brutes, in the sight of men who affect a sacred regard to the dictates of honor and religion. Low, 
indeed, is the character of that army which is reduced to the confession that their savage auxiliaries will not permit 
them to perform the rites of sepulture to the slain. ‘The committee have not been able to discover even the expres- 
sion of that detestation which such conduct must inspire from the military or civil authority on the Canadian fron- 
tier, unless such detestation is to be presumed from the choice of an Indian trophy as an ornament for the legisla- 
tive hali of Upper Canada. | ; ; : 

The committee have considered it their duty to submit the evidence collected under the ninth head of the atro- 
cities committed at Hampton, although these enormities have been committed since their appointment. ‘These bar- 
barities may be rationally considered as the consequence of the example set by the officers of the naval force on our 
coast. Human turpitude is always progressive, and soldiers are prepared for the perpetration of the most dreadful 
crimes by the commission of minor offences with impunity. That troops who had been instigated by the example 
of their officers to plunder the property and burn the houses of unarmed citizens, should proceed to rape and mur- 
der, need not excite surprise, however it may inspire horror. For every detestable violation of humanity an excuse 
is fabricated or found. ‘The wounded prisoners on the Northern frontier were massacred by Indians; the sick mur- 
dered; and the women violated at Hampton, by the foreign troops in the pay of Great Britain. ‘These pretexts, ad- 
mitting them to be true, are as disgracetul as the conduct which made a resort to them necessary. Honor and mag- 
nanimity not only forbid the soldier to perpetrate crimes, but require every exertion on his part to prevent them. If, in 
defiance of discipline, acts of violence are committed upon any individual entitled to protection, the exemplary 
punishment of the offender can alone vindicate the reputation of the nation by whom he is employed. Whether 
such exertions were made by the British soldiers, or the character of the British nation thus vindicated, the evi- 
dence will show. . 

The shrieks of the innocent victims of infernal lust, at Hampton. were heard by the American prisoners, but 
were too weak to reaeh the ears or disturb the repose of the British officers, whose duty, as men, required them to 
protect every female whom the fortune of war had thrown into their power. ‘The committee will not dwell on this 
hateful subject. Human language affords no terms strong enough to express the emotions which the examination ef 

ais evidence has awakened; they rejoice that these acts have appeared so incredible to the American people, and, 
tor the honor of human nature, they deeply regret that the evidence so clearly establishes their truth. In the cor- 
respondence between the commander of the American and British forces will be found what is equivalent to an 
admission of the facts by the British commander. ‘The committee have yet to learn that the punishment of the 
offenders has followed the conviction of their guilt. ‘The power of retaliation being vested by law in the Executive 
Magistrate, no measure is considered necessary to be proposed but the resolution annexed to this report. 

As such enormities, instead of inspiring terror, as was probably intended, are, in the opinion of the committee, 
calculated to produce a contrary effect, they submit, for the consideration of the House, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to have collected and presented to this House, 
during the continuance of the present war, evidence of every departure by the enemy from the ordinary modes of 
conducting war among civilized nations. ° 


DOCUMENTS. 


No. 1. 
Bad treatment of American Prisoners by the British. 
Wasnixeton, May 24, 1813. 
Sir: 

i have received your favor of the 22d instant, and hasten to repiy to the questions therein, respecting the case 
of Captain Jeduthan Upton, late commander of the privateer brig Hunter, of Salem, Captain Upton was taken in 
the month, I believe, of November last, off the Western islands, by the British frigate Phoebe, Captain Hilliard. In 
chase, Captain Upton, as is usual in such cases, threw his guns overboard to ease his vessel, in hopes by that means 
to facilitate his escape from the enemy; but this not availing, he was, as above stated, taken and carried into Ply- 
mouth, in England, where, on his arrival, he was immediately, with his first lieutenant, Mr. Wayne, put into Mill 
prison, and refused his parol, on the plea he had not on board, when captured, fourteen mounted carriage guns 
above the caliber of four pounders. After having been thus closely confined for three or four months in a filthy jail, 
they were in the month of March taken out and sent on board the prison ship at Chatham, where, when I left Eng- 
land in April last, they still were, in a worse situation, ¢f possible, thanin Mill prison. The allowance, sir, to Ame- 
rican prisoners, in England, you are acquainted with; it is, therefore, not necessary for me ,to mention it here. It is 
but justice to state, that the captain of the Phoebe petitioned the Transport Board, and used every exertion in his pow- 
er to obtain the parols of Captain Upton and Mr. Wayne, but all would not do; they were deaf to his petition, lost 
as they are to every sentiment of honor, and every principle of humanity. 

Except Captain Upton and his first lieutenant, all the rest of his officers and crew were sent on board the prison 
ship on their first arrival at Plymouth; amongst them was the doctor of the Hunter, Mr. Carter, who came home in 
the cartel Robinson Potter. What [have stated respecting the treatment of Captain Upton and Mr, Wayne, I 
know to be facts, as [ had the honor of spending twenty-four hours in Mill prison with them, and heard those 
facts related by themselves. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER COFFIN, Jr. 
J. Mason, Esq. 

Commissary General of Prisoners. 


Navy Yarp, CuarLestown, June 3, 1813. 
SIR: 
[ have the honor to enclose to you a deposition respecting the inhuman treatment, which Mr. Nichols, late com- 
mander of the private armed ship Decatur, belonging to Newburyport, has received from the British Government at 
Barbadoes. I have been credibly informed that — Nichols is a very respectable and correct man, therefore a 
fair presumption, that he has not committed himself in such a manner as ought to deprive him of the established 
rights of a prisoner of war. Any measure which the Government of our country may see proper to adopt in conse- 
quence of this communication, I shall readily attend to. 
have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. BAINBRIDGE. 
Hon. Witu1am Jones, 
Secretary of the Navy, City of Washington. 


1, James Foot, of Newburyport, in the county of Essex, and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, mariner, testify 
and depose, that [ was a prize master on board the private armed brigantine Decatur, of Newburyport, in her late 
cruise, William Nichols, commander; that. on the 18th day of January, now last past, the said brigantine was captur- 
ed by his Britannic majesty’s frigate Surprise, commanded by Captain Cochran, and carried into Barbadoes. After 
our arrival in Barbadoes, Captain Nichols, with the other officers of the Decatur, were paroled. About two months 
after our arrival, his Britannic majesty’s frigate Vesta arrived in Barbadoes, and through the influence of the com- 
mander of the Vesta, Captain Nichols, without any known or pretended cause, was arrested and held in close con- 
finement, without liberty to speak to any of his officers or any other American. The place where Captain Nichols 
was confined, was about four feet in width, and about seven feet in length, on board a prison ship, where he remain- 



































e 


1818.] MANNER IN WHICH THE WARIS WAGED BY THE ENEMY. 34] 





ed for thirty-four days, as nearly as I can recollect, and was then taken on board his majesty’s ship ‘Tribune, and 
carried to England. What the cause of the unwarrantable and unjustifiable conduct of the enemy towards Captain 
Nichols was, | ain unable to state; there were several reports in circulation; one was, that he was to be carried to 
England and held a prisoner until the release of certain men in France, from whom Captain Nichols recaptured his 
vessel, which had been taken by the British before the commencement of the present war between the two countries: 
another report was, that he was to be held until the close of the war, on account of his having been active against 
the enemy, since the commencement of hostilities, and having been fortunate in a former cruise. 


JAMES FOOT. 
ComMMONWEALTH OF Massacuusetts, /ssex, 83. 


On this thirty-first day of May, in the year of our Lord 1813, personally appeared James Foot, the subscriber to 
the foregoing deposition, and made solemn oath that the same is true. 


Before me JACOB GERRISH, Justice of the Peace. 





petract of a letter from the Commissary General of Prisoners, to Alexander Stewart, Esq. United States’ Agent 
Sor prisoners at Jamaica, dated 
May 1, 1813. 


‘*T enclose you a copy of an advertisement, said to have been taken from a Jamaica newspaper, apparently put 
forth by the British agent for prisoners, proposing to hire out American prisoners: you will inquire into this matter, 


and if it be as has been stated, you will remonstrate strongly against sucha practice; and inform me of the practice, 
und the result.” 


[Referred to in the preceding extract. } 


Port Roya, November 25, 1812. 


Masters of vessels about to proceed to England with convoy, are informed that they may be supplied with a limit- 
ed number of American seamen (prisoners of war) to assist in navigating their vessels, on the usual terms, by ap- 
plying to 


GEORGE MAUDE, 4gen’. 


Extract from a memorial addressed to the Secretary of State, by James Orm, Joseph B. Cook, Thomas Hum- 
phries and others, masters of American vessels, who were prisoners of war in England, and returned to the 
United States in the cartel ship Robinson Potter. 


** We shall_now proceed to give as correct a statement as we can of the treatment of our countrymen (prisoners 
of war) by the British in England. On the arrival at Plymouth of the masters, first mates, supercargoes, and pas- 
sengers, they are sent to Mill prison, for one day and night; they have an iron bedstead to sleep on, with a small 
mattress which might easily be put into a countryman’s wallet, and a small coarse blanket. e allowance for 
twenty-four hours, is three small salt herrings, or about the same weight of salted cod-fish, or half a pound of beef, 
one and a half pounds of black bread, a little salt, &c. &c. ‘The second day they are paroled and sent to Ashbur- 
ton, twenty-four miles from Plymouth; they must pay their own expenses to get there. While they are there they 
are allowed 1s. 3d. per diem, or 8s. 9d. sterling per week. Beef is 10d. per pound, bread in proportion, and every 
other necessary equally dear. The mates, who have nothing but their pay to live upon, join together, eight or ten 
in a mess, hire a room, and do their own cooking, washing, &c. &c. and in this way make out to keep from starving. 
Masters, supercargoes, and passengers, generally, have other resources, through their correspondents in England, and 
make out to live, by great economy, at from 30s. to 35s. sterling per week; the second mates and other officers are 
sent on board the different prison ships. On board some of them they are treated by the commanding officer as well 
as the nature of their situation will admit; on board of some others, they are very badly treated. This, it will na- 
‘urally occur to you, sir, is owing to the different characters of the different commanders. Their allowance is 103lb. 
brown bread, 23lb. beef, 2 Ib. bad fish, 2 lb. potatoes, and 10 ounces barley per week for each man, and 5 ounces salt 
per week for ten men. The prison ships are kept very filthy, and the prisoners are confined below at 4 P. M. and 
are kept in that situation until 7 or 8 A. M. At Portsmouth, particularly, they are very sickly, and we are inform- 
ed die very fast, some days from eight to ten; in fact, they are very sickly on board all of them: several of this de- 
scription came home with us in the Robinson Potter cartel, and had, when they came on board, the appearance of 
having made their escape from a church yard. Itis not perhaps amiss, that we should state what we firmly believe; 
that is, it is the policy of the British Government to select the sickly to be first sent in cartels, and keep the hale 
aud hardy seamen until they become sickly; thus rendering the whole of those gallant sons of Neptune, who escape 
death, when they return to their homes, at least for some time, perfectly useless to themselves, and quite so to their 
country, from their debilitated state; and. in fact, the probability is, that many of them will carry to their graves 
the indelible stamp upon their constitutions of the treatment which they received on board British prison ships: for 
that nation seems to have lost its boasted humanity, and if we did not find the word in their vocabulary, we should 
suppose it had never found a place there. Many of the seamen, prisoners on board those prison- ships, are impressed 
Americans, who have given themselves up, refusing to fight against their country. Four hundred on board the fleet 
in the Mediterranean, a short time before we left England, surrendered themselves and were sent to Gibraltar and 
England; several of them were most severely flogged for refusing to do their duty, were put in irons, and most of 
them, to their immortal credit, submitted to the severest punishment in preference to assist the enemies of their 
country. Some of us, whose signatures are annexed, were witnesses to the cruel fact. A tablet of gold is not rich 
enough to inscribe the names of such men upon; and when a country can boast of such seamen, she has nothing to 
fear from the enemy on the ocean on an equal footing. Captain Jeduthan Upton, late master of the private armed 
brig Hunter, of Salem, of fourteen guns, because he threw them overboard in chase, was not allowed his parole, but 
kept in close confinement for a long time in Mill prison, and lately has been sent on board a prison ship at Chatham. 

e mention these facts in hopes that government will retaliate exactly in the same way. Captain Samuel ‘Turner, 
late master of the Purse schooner, of New York, was taken on his passage to France, in October, 1811, prior to the 
war, and in retaking his vessel, the prize master, a British midshipman, was killed; he arrived safely in France, and 
on his return to America, was again taken, in June, 1812, and sent to England, when being recognised, he was im- 
mediately arrested and sent on board the St. Salvador, Admiral Calder’s Hag ship, at Plymouth, where he remained. 
a close prisoner until about January or February last, when he was sent on board the prisun ship at Chatham, where 
we fear he will remain until death relieves him: he has been very ill treated, much abused, put in irons, and after, 
threatened to be rr These facts, some of us who sign this were witness to. We pray, in the name of justice, 
that Government will take, without delay, the case of Captain Turner into their serious consideration; it isa case 
which we think demands it; and the only way to prevent that nation from committing further outrages so degrading 
‘o human nature. We find in Roman history, that an injury or insult offered to a Roman citizen by a foreign Pow- 
er, was considered as an insult offered to the whole Roman nation, and hope this will also be the American creed, 
because we believe it will be the surest way of putting a stop to those indign’ties which Americans have so often been 
obliged to suffer. We are, however, no advocates for cruelty, but, on the: contrary, for lenity; yet we still believe, 


= = certain cases retaliation is not only necessary, but becomes a duty to prevent further cruelties on the part of 
enemy, 
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Nassau, ovember 27, 1812. 


Dear Brotuer: 
I embrace this, the earliest, opportunity of communicating to you, that, cn the 9th instant, fifteen days out, we 


fell in with and captured the fine copper bottomed ship Venus, vessel and cargo worth at least twenty-five thousand 
dollars. On the 12th, pursuing our corse, and with five days’ run of your place, we were captured by his Ma- 
jesty’s sloop Moselle, George Moubray, commander, and brought into this place. We remained on board the sloop 
two or three days, and on the 19th were transferred from thence to the prison ship, where we are now imprisoned, 
with an allowance of six ounces of bread, three gills of rice, eight ounces of the worst of beef, including bone, which 
is as much as meat, with as much brackish water as we can use; guarded day and night by ten or fifteen savage 
Africans, who are total strangers to humanity, and confined every evening at sun-down, not to be released until 
next morning sun-rise, abused to the lowest degree by the guard, and compelled to find salt for, and cook, our own 
victuals with green mangoes. None of us are ever permitted, under any conditions whatever, to visit the shores, 
with many other barbarous acts, which are too numerous to describe. This will be conveyed by the cartel sloop, 

aptain Cooper, being the second cartel which has sailed since our arrival here. A schooner from Baltimore was 
pm allowed eight men, and Cooper, who brought sixty-four prisoners, is only allowed eighteen in return, while we, 
eighteen in number, are detained in this miserable place; for which we cannot assign any reason, except to_ punish 
us as privateersmen, or as hostages for those twelve lately detained in Charleston; this last is the general belief, and 
as such, | deem a communication of the circumstance essential to Commodore Dent, commander of the southern 
station, that he may look to it and inquire the cause why Americans are to be detained here two or three months, 


while more prisoners have been received here, by a great many, than what have been sent to the United States. 
Men who have arrived here since we, have been sent off; they proceed with no degree of regularity in the exchange 
of prisoners, and act in open contradiction to every thing right, and really believe, that except you make known the 
cireumstances, and use some favorable exertions, that some of us will be intentionally detained until the end of our 
present contest with Great Britain. As I wish your exertions for our exchange, I have subjoined a list of those 
who are thus miserably treated, that we may be demanded in a proper way. The Rapid’s crew have been impri- 
soned here near three months, and have now no prospect of getting away, while the crews of two other privateers 
have been released. 
Crew or THE Lovey Lass. 
Lieut. Autine Lambert, John Gamache, 
William L. Robeson, John Hynes, 
William Thomas, Darius Swain, 
John Crandel, John M’Kenzie. 
David Ashton, 
Rapip’s Crew. 
James T. Miller, 
Francis Martin, 
Gaugion Bigulows. 


Captain Lameson, 
Peter La Vella, 


George Alexander. 
OTHER PRISONERS. 


Simon West, Matthew Bridge. 


I wrote Mr. Peck and requested him to forward me a letter of introduction to some one here, and also a protec- 
tion showing that I am an American. As it is possible that he may not get my letter, you will notice my request 
and pay that attention which it deserves. I mentioned in my letter te Mr. Peck, that any funds which I received 
here would be returned on application, as my expenditures will, through an qcunetaieal vehi. be as small as 
possible. I indulge the hope that you will contorm to | wishes in this particular, and also inform Mr. Kelly of 
our imprisonment here, and request his influence in facilitating our exchange, with any other service. 

We have no chance of gaining information here. Every person uses every exertion to keep us in ignorance; 
however, we are enabled to say, that the English prisoners have generally combined in speaking of the treatment 


they received in the United States. 
I am, your affectionate brother. 
WILLIAM L. ROBESON. 


Capt. Tuomas J. Ropeson. 

N. B. The Moseile, Rhodian, and Variable, three men of war, have just convoyed five or six vessels over the 
bar, bound to some part of England; it is supposed that they will return to cruise off Charleston. In case you ad- 
dress or send any thing for me to this place, you will direct to the care of Messrs. Bain, Dunshe, & Co. merchants 


here. : 
I am, yours, &c. WwW. ky B. 


Hartrorp, May 9, 1813. 


Sir: 
Annexed is Captain Samuel Chew’s deposition, taken before Judge Edwards at New Haven. We expected it 


in season to have forwarded it by Mr. Dodd, but received it last evening by Mr. Huntington, the United States’ 
Attorney for Connecticut district, and now forward it to you per mail. 


Yours, respectfully, : 
Hon. James Monroe. LUTHER SAVAGE & Co. 


Connecticut District, ss. 

On this day, the 7th of May, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and thirteen, personally came before me, 
Pierpont Edwards, Judge of the district court of the United States, for the district aforesaid, Samuel Chew, of the 
city of New Haven, in the said district, and being duly sworn, deposeth, ‘That he was at Bridgetown, in the Island 
of Barbadoes, in the West Indies, in the month of February now last past; that on board a British prison ship, at 
Barbadoes, there were confined about five hundred and twenty-three American prisoners, of the crews of private 


armed vessels of the United States and merchantmen, captured since the war. At the time the deponent was at 
the deponent was not 


Barbadoes the American prisoners were supplied with bread and some meat; as to vegetables 
decks, where they were 


informed. The regulations on board the said prison ship compelled the prisoners to go below d 
confined at evening and until roy: as many as could were suspended in hammocks, and still there was not suffi- 
own. In this respect the situation of the prisoners was not only extremely un- 


cient room below them for all to lie . : 
comfortable, but hazardous, and more especially, should there be, as was apprehended, a scarcity of provisions 


during the approaching hot months. The deponent was not permitted to go on board said prison ship, but derived 
his information from masters of vessels, prisoners at said island, who were allowed occasionally to go on board said 
i as the most perfect 


prison ship, with whom the deponent is personally acquainted, and in whose representations he h 
confidence, and entertains no doubt of the facts by them stated; and this statement is given at the request of the 


friends of some of the prisoners at Barbadoes, particularly of the crew of the privateer Blockade, at Hartford. 
PIERPONT EDWARDS, District Judge of Connecticut District. 


1, Pierpont Edwards, Judge of the district court of the United States for the Connecticut district, do hereby 
certify and make known to all whom it may concern, that Captain Samuel Chew, the within named deponent, is a 
gentleman to me well known, having known him for many years: he is the son of Captain Samuel Chew, late of the 
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city of New Haven, deceased, and who fell by a cannon ball on board an American vessel Suing Se revolutionary 

war: that the said deponent is a man of strict integrity, and attached to the constitution and Government of the 

United States, and the most perfect confidence is due to his said representations so as aforesaid sworn to. 
PIERPONT EDWARDS, District Judge of Connecticut District. 


Mivvitce Prison, Jugust 30, 1812. 


Sir: ; : : we 

We, the subscribers, for ourselves and our countrymen, now confined as prisoners of war in Milville prison, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, beg leave to represent to the American Government, that most of us have, for years past, 
made commerce our sole employment and hope, in which, for seven years er more, we have often been wantonly 
robbed by the English of what we had acquired by industry and danger, and while they striped us of our property, they 


often treated us with the greatest indignity, and even barbarity. = OE y 
We have seen and known that they have often violated the sacred peieege a8 individual liberty and the law of 

nations; we are conscious of the long forbearance of our Government, and their repeated calls upon the honor and 
justice of the British nation, which, instead of redress, added other injuries; and when the hope of amicable re- 
muneration had failed, and for retaliation our Government was forced to the last resort, an appeal to arms, we felt 
the justness of our cause, and hoped for the blessing of Heaven for success. ‘To serve our country and to make up 
the losses which we had sustained, we, under commissions from the President of the United States, entered on board 
of privateers, and have unfortunately been captured by the British. We would state, that, in many instances after 
we had struck our colors, we were fired upon by cannon and muskets, by broadsides and volleys, and some of our 
men killed, and after our captors had come on board, some of us have been struck and severely wounded with cut- 
lasses, without the least provocation for such inhumanity. Our American protections have been forced from us and 
destroyed, and some native American citizens have been taken out of our privateers and put on board British ships, 
and there obliged to serve. Most of us have been robbed of every thing, even of necessary clothing. When we 
were going from the ships to prison, the officers would not permit us to take our clothing and baggage With us, but 

ledged themselves that they should be sent to prison; but, disregarding their honor, we have lost all. Some of us 
ioe been marched thirty, and some sixty, and some one hundred and sixty miles over a miserable country, forced 
along beyond our strength, half starved, and some in irons. Our allowance, each man per day, one pound and a half 
of bread, a half pound of poor beef, well proportioned with bone, one gill of peas, one-third of an ounce of salt. We 
are without wearing apparel and without money, or any means of procuring them. A cold winter in this wretched 
country fast approaches, and in our destitute situation we must endure every thing, and many of us must perish. 
There are now of us in prison upwards of twelve hundred. Every art has been practised by the English officers to 
excite disaffection in our men to the American Government, and to induce them to enter into the English service. 
Necessity may oblige some to desert us and enter into British servitude, but we trust that speedy relief from our 
Government will save them from that wretched alternative of perishing with want or joining our enemies. For our- 
selves and the rest of the prisoners, we must say, we have now no fortunes to devote to the service of our country, 
but we have hearts which yet feel warmly the general impulse, and which we pledge, if opportunity ever again pre- 
sents, to devote in the interest and service of our country. ae 

We are now sufferers, but we will cheerfully suffer every hardship of war rather than sue for dishonorable peace 

We respectfully request an exchange or some provision for relief. We feel the fullest confidence in our Go 

vernment, and that we need only to apprize them of our situation to ensure their assistance and protection. 
Yours, &c. 
JOSEPH STARR, Boston, 


FREDERICK JOHNSON, New Fork, 
ROBERT McKEARNY, New Fork, 
RICHARD RHEA, New Jersey, 
GEORGE BATTERMAN, Boston, 
JOHN HAZELTON, Boston, 
WILLIAM DYER, Boston, 

JAMES TRASK, Boston, 

SOLOMON NORTON, Boston, 
ALEXR. B. LATHAM, New London. 
DARIUS DENISON, New York, 
EASTWICK PRAY, Portsmouth,. 
WILLIAM TEMOLD, Portsmouth, 
FOBES DALA, Portland, 

CHARLES THOMPSON, Jr. New York. 


Hon. James Monrog, Secretary of Siate, §c. 





No. 2. 


Detention of American Prisoners as British subjects. 
Orrice or Commissary GENERAL OF Prisoners, 
Wasuincton, June 10, 1813. 


Sir: — , va 

a i have the honor to transmit the copy of a letter from Captain Stewart, commanding the United States’ navai 
forces at Norfolk, dated the 20th of May, to Admiral Warren, and that of a ietter from Rear Admiral Cockburn, 
dated the 21st of May, in reply, zelative to a most unjustifiable act of Commodore Berresford, as to part of the offi - 
cers and crew of the late United States’ brig Vixen, at the mouth of the Delaware. Leaving the general question 
of the interference of Commodore Berresford with these prisoners of war returning on parole, and the exaction 
made by him in consequence of the irregular power thus assumed, on the ground on which Captain Stewart has 
very properly placed it, I will remark, that Captain Stewart was certainly misapprehended by Admiral Cockburn, 
in attributing to him the intention of conveying a threat, as to the final detention of two of the American prisoners. 
On the contrary, the expression used by Captain Stewart communicates, in very plain terms, the decision of this 
Government, then already made, that four of his Britannic Majesty’s subjects should be immediately selected and 


held in durance, subject to the same treatment in all respects, &c. i 
Beng decision, and by an order from this office, the marshal 


And I have now to inform you, sir, that, in virtue of this , a : 
of Massachusetts has pee meee Ea and placed in close confinement, William Kitto, carpenter, and Thomas Bedding- 
field, boatswain of the late British packet Swallow, and John Squirrell and James Russel, seamen of the Dragon 
seventy-four, subjects of his,Britannic Majesty, to be held responsible for the safety of John Stevens, carpenter, and 


Thomas King, seaman, part of the crew of the late United States’ brig Vixen. 
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I flatter myself, sir, that this subject will command your early attention, and that you will cause the officer and 
seamen of the Vixen to be immediately released and returned to this country, according to their destination wher 
taken from the cartel. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


J. MASON. 
To Colonel Tuomas Barctay, &c. 


H. M. S. Poictiers, May 8, 1813. 
om i am sorry | am under the necessity of detaining John Stevens and John King, late of the Vixen, in conse- 
quence of their being British subjects. _ ; 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 
J. P. BERRESFORD. 
To Lieutenant Drayton, 


Unitep States’ Fricate Consren.ation, 


Off Norfolk, May 20, 1813. 
Sir: 


1 have the honor to represent to your Excellency, that a part of the officers and crew of the late United 
States’ brig Vixen, returning from Jamaica on parole as prisoners of war, were, on entering the Delaware, taken 
out of the Hag of truce by Commodore Berresford, commanding on that station, and detained until a part of the 
crew of the Poictiers, then prisoners at Philadelphia, were demanded by him and sent down in exchange; that 
ultimately he detained on board the Poictiers John Stevens, carpenter, and Thomas King, seaman, late of the 
United States’ brig Vixen, on plea of their being subjects of his Britannic Majesty. — __ 

This violation of. the rights of prisoners on parole is so contrary to the usage of all civilized nations, that 1 trust 
your Excellency will give such instructions upon that head as will prevent a similar violation in future. 

I have it in command, from my Government, to state to your Excellency that, in retaliation for so violent and 
unjust a procedure, on the part of Commodore Berresford, in detaining the above Mr. John Stevens and ‘Thos. King, 
that four subjects of his Britannic Majesty will be immediately selected and held in durance, subject to the same 
treatment, in all respects, which may be shown towards the aforesaid two persons during their detention. I hope 
your Excellency will give this subject _ earliest attention, and direct the release of Mr. Stevens and Thomas King, 
who have been so improperly detained on board the Poictiers. 

I have the honor to be, very respecttully, your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 


CHARLES STEW ART, 
Commanding Officer of the United States’ Naval forces at Norfolk. 


To his Excellency the Right Hon. Sir Joan B. Warren, 
Admiral of the Blue, and Commander-in-chief of H. B. Majesty’s Naval forces on the American station 


His Britannic Masesty’s Snip Mar.soroven, 
In Iynhaven Bay, May 21, 1813. 
Sir: 
In the absence of Sir John Warren, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date of 
the 20th current, complaining of the conduct of Commodore Berresford towards some American prisoners of war 
returning to Philadelphia on paroie, and of his having detained on board the Poictiers Mr. John Stevens and Thomas 


ing. 

No report of these circumstances have yet reached Sir John Warren or myself from Commodore Berresford; 
but I have no hesitation in assuring you, sir, that every inquiry would have been made into them, and every satis- 
faction and explanation thereon, which the case might have required, would have been offered to your Government 
and yourself, with the least possible delay, had it not been for the threat with which your representation on this 
subject is accompanied, the tenor of which being likely to produce an entire change in the aspect of our communi- 
cations, and particularly in what relates to the individuals which the fate of war has placed within the power of our 
respective nations, it totally precludes the possibility of my now entering further into the subject than to assure 
you your letter shall be transmitted to the right honorable the Commander-in-chief by the earliest opportunity, 
and whenever his answer arrives it shall be forwarded to you without delay. 

have the honor to be, sir, with high considerations your most obedient humble servant, 


G. COCKBURN, Rear Admiral. 
Capt. Stewart, commanding the Naval forces of the United States at Norfolk. 


, Suarx, Porr Royat, (Jamaica) March 29, 1813. 
IR: 

Captain Moubray, of his Majesty’s sloop Moselle, has just sent to me the copy-of a letter from you to him, 
and another to Mr. Cook, of his Majesty’s_ late sloop Rhodian, dated the 25th ult., respecting six men* mentioned 
in the margin, who were sent here from the Bahamas as having been taken in the American privateer Sarah Ann, and 
supposed to be subjects of his Majesty; but, as no proof to what country they belong has been adduced, it has never 
been my intention to bring them to trial, and they are at present on board the prison ships, waiting an exchange of 
prisoners. ; : 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
CHARLES STIRLING, Vice Admiral. 
Cuartes R. Simpson, Esq. 


, Harem, June 1, 1813. 
IR: 

I beg leave to refer you to a communication which took place some time in the autumn or winter preceding, 
between Mr. Baker, his Majesty’s late agent for prisoners of war, and Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, respecting 
six of the crew of the late American privateer garah Ann, Richard Moore, master, captured by his Majesty’s 
sloop Rhodian, John George Ross, Esq. commander, whose names* are inserted in the margin, and who, it appears, were 
sent to Jamaica, to which station the Rhodian belonged, on suspicion of their being subjects of his Majesty. And 
I further request your attention to a letter from Major General Pinckney to the Secretary of War, dated Head 
Quarters, Charleston, 4th of November, 1812, from which it appears that twelve of his Majesty’s subjects, then 

risoners of war at Charleston, were held in prison to answer in their persons for the fate of the six men, of the 
h Ann privateer, sent to Jamaica. : : 

I have the honor to enclose you the copy of a letter from Vice Admiral Stirling, commanding his Majesty’s 
ships of war on the Jamaica station, to Mr. Simpson, late sub-agent for prisoners of war at Charleston, from which 
you will perceive, that the six men of the Sarah Ann are considered by the admiral as American prisoners gene- 
rally, and are now on board a prison ship, in common with other American prisoners. 


* Edward Dick, Thomas Rodgers, Adam Tsylor, Jonn Gaul, Mike Piuck, Geo, G. Roberts. 
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Heving given you this information with respect to the six men of the Sarah Ann privateer, I have to request you 
will take the necessary measures to have the contingent responsibility which it was thought proper to attach to the 
persons of twelve British seamen, now in — at Charleston, taken off, and that they may be informed thereof. 
I understand that John Gaul, one of the six men, was paroled, and arrived at Georgetown, South Carolina, in 
the brig Cyprus, and that he has reported himself to the marshal, who informed Mr. Simpson “that he had 
sent on to the Department of State his parole.” 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most humble servant, 


THOS. BAR : 
General Mason. H CLAY 





Orricr oF Commissary GENERAL oF PRISONERS, 
. Wasuincrton, June 9, 1813. 

IR: 

; I learn, with pleasure, by the letter you did me the honor to address me on the Ist instant, and the letter 
from Admiral Stirlmg you have enclosed, that the six men belonging to the American privateer Sarah Ann, de- 
tained in October last, and sent to Jamaica to be tried as British subjects, have been restored to the ordinary state 
of prisoners of war, to wait an exchange, and that there is now no intention to bring them to trial. 

[ very cheerfully comply with your request, sir, and have this day directed the marshal of South Carolina to 
restore, in like manner, to the ordinary state of prisoners of war, the twelve British seamen, confined under the 
orders of this Government, by him, and to inform them that the responsibility attached to their persons for the 
safety of the men of the Sarah Ann has been taken off. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


J. MASON. 
Colonel ‘Tuomas Barcray. 


Cuitticotur, June 8, 1813. 


I feel it my duty to lay before you the case of William M’Dowel Scott, late of Detroit, an unfortunate fel- 
low citizen who has been seized and apprehended by the British commanding officer at Detroit and sent to ee 
where he is now confined under pretence of being a British subject, and one found in arms in behalf of the United 
States against that Government. 

William M’Dowel Scott is a native of Ireland, and emigrated to the United States about eighteen years since. 
He resided for some years in the State of New York, and in the summer of 1800, he came to Detroit, established 
himself as a physician, and has ever since resided there. He has been naturalized agreeably to the laws of the 
United States, and this fact is well known to the British Government: and both in the territory of Indiana, before 
that territory was divided, and subsequently in the territory of Michigan, he has held and filled with respect and 
fidelity some of the first offices in those two territories. p 

Such, for example, as a justice of the peace and a judge of the common pleas in the Indiana territory, and sub- 
sequently marshal of the territory of Michigan. 

In all these offices, sir, and in every other situation, in which Doctor Scott’s public and political character has 
been or can be viewed, he has uniformly manifested an undeviating attachment to the principles of our constitution 
and the administration of this Government. 

His support, in the present cause, during the time that General Hull lay at Sandwich and Detroit, was not out- 
done by any person whatever. In fact it was his unwearied exertions that have provoked and spirited up the 
British to that line of conduct and persecution they are now pursuing towards him. 

Proctor, who sent him from Detroit, and Sir George Prevost, who received him at Fort George and forwarded 
him to Quebec, threaten to treat him with all the severities authorized by the laws of nations and the usages of war, 
in cases of an actual bona fide British subject found in arms against that Government. 

I do not, for myself, however, entertain a belief that they will dare to put their threats in execution to their full 
extent. But, sir, without the interference of the Government, oy will detain him during the war, and they will 
make his life so wretched and miserable that death would be a welcome messenger. 

I hope, sir, the occasion will be a sufficient apology for obtruding this communication upon you. Lam amongst 
the number of those who have not the honor of a personal acquaintance with you. But General Taylor, who I look 
to as the bearer of it, is a gentleman to whom I am personally known, and who has likewise a pretty correct know- 
ledge of the character of Doctor Scott. 

J have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


Sir: 


E. BRUSH. 
The Honerable James Monrog, Esq. 


Extract of a letter from John Mitchell, Esq. mnt Sor Jorn prisoners of war at Halifax, to the Secretary of 
tate, date 


May 28th, 1813. 


**T have just been informed by the agent for prisoners, that Mr. John Light, of the Julian Smith, a privateer 
commanded by Captain Henry Cooper, will be detained here in consequence of his having, previous to the war, taken 
the oath of allegiance in this province, (Nova Scotia) and commanded a vessel out of this place (Halifax.) Mr. Light 
was lieutenant of the privateer when captured by the Nymph, the 12th May, 1813.” 


—_- —_—- 


H. M. S. Poictiers, May 8th, 1813. 
Sir: 
I am sorry I am under the necessity of detaining J. Stevens and T. King, late of the Vixen, in consequence 
of their ong eee subjects. . 
am, sir, your very obedient servant, 


J. P. BERRESFORD. 
To Lieut. Drayton. 


The original is in the possession of the commissary generai of prisoners. 
W. JONES. 


Navy Department, May 17, 1813, 
Sir: 

You are hereby authorized and instructed to address a letter to Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren, represent- 
ing the following facts and determination, viz. That a part of the officers and crew of the late United States’ brig Vixen 
were returning from Jamaica, on parole, as prisoners of war, and entering the Delaware, when Commodore Berresford 
caused them to be brought on board the Poictiers, and detained until a part of the crew of thet ship, whom he 
demanded in exchange, were sent down from Philadelphia; that ultimately, he detained John Stevens, carpenter, 
and Thomas King, seaman, two of the aforesaid crew of the Vixen, on the plea of their being British subjects, as 
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appears by a letter from Commodore Berresford to Lieutenant Drayton, late first of the said brig Vixen; and that you 
are commanded explicitly to declare, that, in retaliation for the violent and unjust detention of the said John Stevens 
and Thomas King, the Government of the United States will immediately cause four British subjects to be selected 
and held in duress, subject to the same treatment, in all respects, that the said John Stevens and Thomas King may 





receive during their detention. . 
answer, you will communicate the same to me without delay. 


On the receipt of the admiral’s 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. JONES. 


‘ommanding Naval Officer, Norfolk, Va. 


Cuares Stewart, Esq. 


Col. WV. Scott to the Secretary of War. 
Wasuineton, January 30, 1813. 


I think it my duty to lay before the Department, that, on the arrival at. Quebec of the American prisoners of 
war, surrendered at Gacppeions, they were mustered and examined by British officers appointed to that duty, and 
every native born of the United kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland sequestered and sent on board a ship of war 
then in that harbor. The vessel, in a few days thereafter, sailed for England, with those persons on board. 

Between fifteen and twenty persons were thus taken from us, principally natives of Ireland, several of whom 
were known by their platoon officers to be naturalized citizens of the United States, and others to have been long 
residents within the same. One in particular, whose name has escaped me, besides having complied with all the 
conditions of our naturalization laws, was represented by his officers to have left a wife and five children, all of them 
born within the State of New York. ; 

I distinctly understood, as well from the officers who came on board the prison ship for the above purpose, as 
from others, with whom I remonstrated on this subject, that it was the determination of the British Government, as 
expressed through Sir George Prevost, to punish every man, whom it might subject to its power, found in arms against 
the British King contrary to his native allegiance. 


I have the honor to be, &c. ; 
W. SCOTT, Lieutenant Colonel United States’ 2d Artillery. 


Mr. Beasley to the Secretary of State. 
Lonpon, March 1st, 1813. 


Sir: ? 7 ' ’ 

Annexed you have a copy of a letter from Henry Kelly, in behaif of himself and twenty-two persons. He 
states that they are all citizens of the United States, and have wives and families there; that they were taken last 
October, in Upper Canada, and that they were sent to this country because they were born within the British domin - 
ions. 


I am, respectfully, &c. 
R. G. BEASLEY. 


On board H, M. 8. Namur, lying at the Nore, February 6, 1813. 


Sir: 

This is to inform you of the under named twenty-three American soldiers belonging to the 13th, 6th, and 1st 
regiments of the United States’ armies. We were taken on the 13thof October, in Upper Canada. The reason of 
their sending us twenty-three here, is, we were born in the British dominions, though we are all citizens of the 
United States, and have our wives and children there. Weare in a very miserable situation for clothing, having 
drawn no winter clothes before we were taken. We therefore hope you will send us some relief to shelter us from 


the inclemency of the weather. 
Sir, I remain your obedient servant. 
HENRY KELLY 


Sir, these are the names of my fellow sufferers: 
Henry Blaney, Matthew Mooney, 
George M’Cammon, Patrick Karns 
John Fitzgerald, 


John Dolton, 
Michael Condin, John Wiley. 


John Clark, John Donnely, 
Peter Burr, John Curry, 
Andrew Doyle, Nathan Shaley, 
John M’Gowen,,. Edward M’Garigan, 
James Gill, John Dinnue, 

John Williams, 


John Fulsum, 
Patrick M’Braharty. 


Mr. R. G. Beastey. 


George Johnson. 





Extract of a letter from Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren to the Secretary of State, dated 
Bermupa, March 8, 1813 


**T must refer you to my letter of the 30th of September, 1812, in which I stated the circumstance of twelve mer: 
belonging to the Guerriere, taken out of a cartel by Commodore Rodgers, and illegally detained, upon the pretext 


of six others, who were supposed to be British subjects, having been sent to the United Kingdom for examination; 
x, with orders for their 


since that event, five of these people, named in the enclosed list, have been received at Halifa t 
discharge. I therefore request you will communicate these particulars to the President, in order that further direc- 
tions may be given respecting the Guerriere’s men, so long confined at Boston, and to obviate the other inconve- 


niences which must inevitably arise from such practices.” 





The Secretary of State to Admiral Warren (extract) dated April 16, 1813. 


ars by your letter (of the 8th of March from Bermuda) that five only of the seamen that were taken on 


“ It ap L 
board the Nautilus and sent to England, in confinement have been returned. No account is given of the —_ 
were confin 


Orders have been issued for the release of ten of the twelve men, who, on the principle of retaliation : 
by Commodore Rodgers at Boston. You will be sensible that it will be impossible, on that principle, to discharge 


the other two men until the sixth American seaman is returned, or such an explanation given of the cause of his 
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detention, as, according to the circumstances of the case, regarding the conduct of the British Government towards 
American seamen under similar circumstances, ought to be satisfactory.”’ 


Extract of a letier from Lieutenant F. H. Babbitt to Master Commandant Wm. M. Crane, of the United States’ 
Navy, (late of the United States’ brig Nautilus,) dated 


Boston, Mass. 13th September, 1812. 


Enclosed [ send you a description of the proportion of our little crew, who have been so debased and traitorous 
as to enter the service of our enemy. Also, a list* of those gallant fellows, whose glory it would have been to have 
lost their lives in the service of their country, and whose misfortune it has been te cross the ¢/antic on suspicion 
of their being British subjects: four of them, native born Americans, and two naturalized citizens. On their part- 
ing with me, and removal from the Africa of 64 guns to the Thetis frigate, (the latter with a convoy from England, 
then in 43 30 N. and 46,30 W.) their last request and desire was, that | would particularly acquaint you with 
their situation, with their determination never to prove ¢raifors to that country whose flag they were proud to serve 
under, and whose welfare and prosperity they equally hoped and anticipated to realise. 

F. H. BABBITT. 


A list of men said to have entered or board his Britannic Majesty’s frigate Shannon, Commodore Broke. Their 
: be aqgests é 
description, as far as known. 


Jesse Bates, seaman; about five feet nine inches high, dark hair and complexion, dark snapping eyes, has an im- 
pediment in his speech, and at times affects lunacy; has a wife and family in Boston, Massachusetts. 

Samuel Lang, marine, born in Kentucky, five feet eight inches high, or thereabouts, and is supposed to be with 
captain Hall, of the United States’ marines, New York. 

Johu Young, marine, five feet five inches high, large mouth, enlisted with captain Hall, Navy Yard, New York; 
when addressed, or is addressing an officer, casts down his eyes. For his particular description, as well as that of 
John Rose, marine, about five feet eight inches high, brown hair, full face, thick set, and a scowl! in his countenance, 
refer to captain John Hall. 

John O’Neal, seaman, about twenty-five years of age, five feet five inches high, dark hair, sharp face, dark eyes, 
thick set, and was shipped at Norfolk, Virginia, previous to your taking command of the Nautilus. 

William Jones, ordinary seaman, about five feet eight inches high, light hair, twenty-four years of age, full face, 
thick set, downcast look, and is a very alert man; entered at New York, April last. os 


Sir John Borlase Warren to Mr. Monroe. 


Hairax, 30/h September, 1812. 
SIR: 

Having received information that a most unauthorized act has been committed by Commodore Rodgers, in forci- 
bly seizing twelve British seamen, prisoners of war, late belonging to the Guerriere, and taking them out of the 
English cartel brig Endeavor, on her passage down the harbor of Boston, after they had been regularly embarked 
on board of her for exchange, agreeable to the arrangements settled between the two countries, and that the said 
British seamen, so seized, are now detained on board the United States’ frigate President, as hostages; I feel myself 
called upon to request, sir, your most serious attention to a measure so fraught with mischief and inconvenience, de- 
structive of the guod faith of a flag of truce, and the sacred protection of a cartel. I should be extremely sorry that 
the imprudent act of an officer should involve consequences so particularly severe as the present instance must 
naturally produce if repeated; and although it is very much my wish, during the continuance of the differences 
existing between the two countries, to adopt every measure that might render the effect of war less rigorous, yet.in 
another point of view, the conviction of the duty lou my country would, in the event of such grievances, as I have 
already stated, being continued, not admit of any hesitation in retaliatory decisions: but as I am strongly persuaded 
of the high liberality of your sentiments, and that the act complained of, has originated entirely with the officer who 
committed it, and that it will be as censurable in your consideration as it deserves, ! rely upon your taking such 
steps as will prevent a recurrence of conduct so extremely reprehensible in every shape. 

! have the honor te be, with the highest consideration, 
Sir, your most obedient and most faithful humble servant, 
JOHN BORLASE WARREN, 
Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief, §c. 
His Excellency James Monror, Esq. Secretary of State. 


Mr. Monroe to Sir John Borlase Warren. 


DeparTMEN? oF STATE, Oc/ober 28, 1812. 
SIR: 

I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 30th September, complaining that Commodore Ro.igers, 
commanding a squadron of the United States’ navy at the port of Boston, had taken twelve British seamen, lately 
belonging to Hie Britannic Majesty’s ship the Guerriere, from a cartel in the harbor of Boston, and that he detained 
them on board the President, a frigate of the United States, as hostages. 

I am instructed to inform you that inquiry shall be made into the circumstances attending, and the causes which 
produced, the act of which you complain, and that such measures will be taken, on a knowledge of them, as may 
comport with the rights of both nations, and may be proper in the case to which they relate. 

1 beg you, sir, to be assured, that it is the ’sincere desire of the President, to see (and to promote, so far as de- 
pends on the United States) that the war which exists between our countries be conducted with the utmost regard 
to humanity. 
I have the honor, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Sir Jonn Bortase Warren, /dmiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief, &c. 

Wasuinoton, December 17, 1812. 
SiR: 
[ have the honor to annex a list of twelve of the crew of the late United States’ sloop of war Wasp, detain- 
ed by Captain John Berresford, of the British ship Poictiers, under the pretence of their being British subjects. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, : 
GEORGE 8. WISE, Purser. 
Che Honorable Paut Hamitron, Secretary of the Navy. 


*This list not received. 
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List referred to in the preceding Note. 




















John M’Loud, - | boatswain, - | Has been in the service since 1804. Married in Norfolk in 1804 or 5, 
and has a wife and four children there. 

John Stephens, - | boatswain’s mate, | Has been in the service five or six years. _ 

Geo. M. D. Read, - | quartermaster, - | Has a protection, and has sailed out of New York and Philadelphia 
for several years. 

William Mitchell, - | seaman, “i} — ; 

James Gothright. - | do. - rhe greater number, if not all, had protections at the time of en- 

John Wright, - - | do. - tering and being taken. ‘I'wo others were detained, John Wade 

Thomas Philips, - | do, - | and ‘Thomas Hutchins, but were given up—the former on Captain 

Peter Barron, - - | do. - | > Jones assuring Captain Berresford he knew him to be a native ci- 

John Connor, - - | ordinary seaman, | tizen; the latter on a like assurance from D. Rodgers. 

John Rose, - - do. - | William Mitchell was in the service during 1805—6 in the Medi- 

George Brooks, - - do. - terranean. 

Dennis Daugherty, - | marine, - | J 











Wasnineron Crry, December 17, 1812, 
GEORGE 8. WISE, Purser. 


Extract of aletier from Major General Pinckney to the Secretary of War, dated 
Heap Quarters, Cuartesron, November 4, 1812. 


“Information having been given upon oath to Lieutenant Grandison, who, at present, commands the naval depart- 
ment here, that six American seamen, who had been taken prisoners on board cur privateers, had been sent to Ja- 
maica to be tried as British subjects for treason, he called upon the marshal to retain double that number of British 
seamen as hostages. ‘The marshal, in consequence of instructions from the Department of State, asked my advice 
on th@aubject, and I have given my opinion that they ought to be detained, until the pleasure of the President shall 
be known. ‘The testimony of Captain Moon is herewith. I hope, sir, you will have the goodness to have this busi- 
ness put in the proper train to have the President’s pleasure on this subject communicated to the marshal.” 


Copy of « letter from Captain Moon, of the privateer Sarah Ann. 


Nassau, New Provipence, October 14, 1812. 


Six of my crew, claimed as British subjects, were this day taken out of jail and put on board His Majesty's brig 
the Sappho, and sailed for Jamaica, where, it is said, they are to be tried for their lives; consequently, I questioned 
each respectively as to the place of their nativity, and title to protection by the American Government, when they 
stated as follows, to wit: 

David Dick, seaman, that he was born in the north of Ireland, but has resided in the United States ever since the 
year 1793; has served ten years in the United States’ navy, viz: On board the frigates Chesapeake, President, Con- 
stitution, John Adams, and schooner Enterprise, and gun boat No. 2. David Dick, shoemaker, in Alexandria, 
is his uncle. Dick is about five feet six and a half inches high, dark hair, has a scar on his left elbow, and one on 
each wrists; he entered on board the Sarah Ann in Baltimore. 

John Gaul, seaman, says he was born in Marblehead, State of Massachusetts; where his parents, brothers, and 
sisters, now reside; is married in New York, and his wife (Mary Gaul) lives in Roosevelt street, No. 37; has a re- 
gular discharge from the navy of the United States, by Captain Hugh G. Campbell, dated at St. Mary’s, Geor- 
gia, 14th August, 1812; says he has served on board the United States’ brig Vixen, gun boats No. 10 and 158, from 
the last of which he was discharged. Gaul is 27 years of age, about five feet seven inches high, brown hair, light 
complexion; he entered on board the Sarah Ann in Baltimore. 

Michael Pluck, ordinary seaman, says he was born in Baltimore; his parents are dead, but is known by William 
Douland, Thomas Turner, and M’Donald of Baltimore; has a sister in some part of Pennsylvania, whose name is 
Ann Welsh; was never at sea before; never had a protection. Pluck is twenty-six years old, five fect six and a 
half inches high, and has a scar on his left cheek bone; entered on board the Sarah Ann at Baltimore. 

Thomas Rodgers, seaman, says that he was born in Waterford, Ireland, but has resided many years in the United 
States, and has been duly naturalized, a copy of which naturalization is filed in the custom house at Baltimore; is 
known by Joseph Carey and Tom. Rodgers, cork cutter, both of Baltimore; has a wife and three children in Balti- 
nore; has lost his protection, but requests Joseph Carey to do all he can to effect his discharge from the British. 
Rodgers entered on board the Sarah Ann in Baltimore. ; 

George Roberts, a colored man and seaman. This man I had not an opportunity of questioning; but I know him 
to be a native born citizen of the United States, of which fact he had every sufficient document, together with free 
papers. Roberts entered on board the Sarah Ann in Baltimore, where he is married. an 

Sonty ‘Taylor, boy, says he was born in Hackensack, New Jersey, but has neither friends, relations, nor ac- 
quaintance there; says Jane Snowden, of Savannah, Georgia, is his mother; never had a protection. ‘Taylor is fif- 
teen years old, has brown hair and light complexion; he entered on board the Sarah Ann in Savannah. 


RICHARD MOON, 
Late Commander of the Privateer Sarah Ann. 


__—_ --_- —. 


Copy of a letter from Admiral Warren to Mr. Mitchell, agent for the exchange of American prisoners of war, dated 


e Haxirax, October 21, 1812. 
DIR: 

I had the honor to receive your letter and its enclosures, relating to ‘Thomas Dunn,* and beg leave to inform 
you, that it appears the said man is married in England, has been eight years in His Majesty’s service, and received 
a pension from Government; under these circumstances, and the man never having made any application for his 
discharge from prison, he continues on board the Statira. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
JOHN BORLASE WARREN. 


* Nors.—The application wasmade at the request of his father, John Dunn, of Boston, who transmitted a deposition of his birth. 
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Extract of a letter from William H. Savage, late Agent for American Seamen and Commerce at Jamaica, to the 
Secretary of State, dated 
‘ Wasuincton, December 1, 1812. 


“ | take the oy to enclose you copies of a correspondence which took place between Vice Admiral Stirling 
(commanding on the Jamaica station) and myself, since the declaration of war. I should have furnished it you at 
an earlier period, but an accident prevented, which I was not aware of until my arrival at this city.” 


Copy of my letter to Vice Admiral Stirling, commanding on the Jamaica station, on the subject of American sea- 
men, after the declaration of war. 
Kineston, Jamaica, August 6, 1812. 


Sir: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter received by me yesterday, from on board His Majesty’s ship Sappho, purporting 
to have been written by four American seamen on board that ship, with a view to solicit my aid towards effecting 
= discharge, in consequence of the declaration of war by the Government of the United States, against Great 

ritain. 

In making this application, I am fully aware that my duties ceased, as agent for the commerce and seamen of 

the United States, on the knowledge of such declaration being made known here; but, sir, I am led to believe that, 
at this period, it will not be deemed inadmissible on your part to receive, nor improper on mine to make, the 
request, that you will be pleased to grant an order for the discharge of these seamen, feeling conscious (should they 
even not be protected with the usual documents afforded to citizens of the United States) that an English seaman 
would not declare himself otherwise than such, under existing circumstances. 
t J seize the present opportunity also to forward to you twenty-one documents, as proof of the citizenship of that 
number of seamen, said to have been impressed by ships of war on this station, the greatest number of which have 
been heretofore unsuccessfully claimed by me, on behalf of the United States, and which may still comprise, at this 
time, some part of the crews of His Majesty’s ships on this station. 

I beg further to state to you, that I have received numerous applications from on board various of His Majesty’s 
ships on this station, for the relief of seamen, who, I doubt not. are entitled to the pretection of the American Go- 
vernment, many of them having with them prvofs of their citizenship, as Iam led to believe from the assertions con- 
tained in their communications. Applications have also been made for the reliet of many, without success; the lat- 
ter amount in number to forty-six, as per list of names enclosed, several of whom, I understand have been shifted 
(since their impressment) on board af other vessels than those they were at first taken on board of. All of which 
I beg to offer fur your consideration, feeling, as | do, anxious to extend my last efforts in behalf of those seamen who 
are entitled to them, and at the same time being impressed with the idea, that it would be foreign to you, sir, to re- 
tain any Americans in the service of the navy of Great Britain, contrary to their disposition, during the present con- 
flict. I, therefore, take the liberty of adding to my former request, that you will be pleased to grant orders that such 
seamen may be discharged from duty on board His Miajesty’s ships on this station. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, &c. 
WILLIAM H. SAVAGE. 


Copy of Vice Admiral Stirling’s Secretary’s letter, in answer to mine to the Vice Admiral of 6th August, 1812. 
Apmirau’s Penn, August 7, 1812. 


Sir: 

I am desired by Vice Admiral Stirling to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and to 
acquaint you that directions were given, some days ago, that all seamen in the squadron under his command, who can 
provethemselves to be American born subjects, should be sent to the prison ship, until an exchange of prisoners is 
established between the two countries, in consequence of the late declaration of war by the United States against 
Great Britain. . f 

I return herewith the papers which accompanied your letter 


And an, sir, &c. 
CHAS. STIRLING, Jr. Secretary. 


Extract of a letter from William H. Savage, Esq. late Agent for American Seamen and Commerce at Jamaica, 
to Charles Stirling, Jr. dated 
Kineston, September 16, 1812. 


_ “Tn answer to my letter of the 6th ultimo, you were pleased to inform me that directions had been given by 
the Vice Admiral, some days prior to the date of my letter, fur the removal of all native Americans (who could prove 
themselves such) from on board His Majesty’s ships to that of the prison ship; but, as some time has now elapsed 
since you were pleased to give me this information, and learning that some instances of detention at present exist 
on board His Majesty’s schooner Decouverte, I am led to embrace the subject again, as in one instance I shall hope 
to satisfy Vice Admiral Stirling of the man’s being entitled to his removal from duty on board His Majesty’s schooner 
of war. The person alluded to is Elijah Stirling, an American seaman, who was impressed from on board the Bri- 
tish merchant ship Brilliant, at the Bay of Honduras, in the early part of the year 1810, by His Majesty’s schooner 
Flordel Mar, and has since been detained on board of various of His Majesty’s ships on this station, although pro- 
vided with a regular protection, which instrument this man got conveyed to me about the 20th of September follow- 
ing, aud which was by me forwarded to Admiral Rowley, accompamed (as usual in like cases) with a request that 
the man might be discharged. On the receipt of my letter, the Admiral answered, through his Secretary, that the 
nature of Stirling’s impressment was such, that he could not comply with my request; but which answer was unac- 
companied, in return, with the protection in question, and what has become of it, I am unable to say. 

** About this period, I was led to understand from Admiral Rowley, that all American seamen who should be 
impressed from on board any British merchant vessel, would be retained in the service of His Majesty; but that all 
American seamen who should be impressed from on board of American vessels, would, on application, accompanied 
by proof, be discharged. As this information was received about the period of my application for the discharge of 
Stirling, I was led to conclude it stamped the nature of his impressment, and what confirmed it in my mind, was, 
that I received similar assurances to various applications made for American seamen, who had, under various cir- 
cumstances, shipped on board of British ships, and were from thence impressed on board of His Majesty’s ships of 
war, all of Shick I hope the Admiral will be pleased to take into consideration: for, to insist on the service of this 
man, I think will be a dereliction to the marked manner of his amiable endeavors to distinguish and relieve American 
seamen from duty on board the squadron under his command. I beg to enclose a note trom Mr. Meek, (the late 
Secretary) relative to my application for this man’s discharge, and to observe, that, if it is possible, the protection 
may yet be found among the papers of the late secretary, as it has not been usual to return me the protections of 
those men whose applications for discharge were not complied with. ; ; 

“I beg furthermore to observe, that there appears also to be on board His Majesty’s schooner Decouverte, two 
other American seamen, viz. John Englefield and Richard Lauderkin, the former of whom asserts, that he served 
his apprenticeship to the trade of a cooper, at Boston, but has lost his protection; the latter declares himself to be 
a native of Rhode Island, and that his protection has been destroyed by Mr. Oliver, commander of His Majesty’s 
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schooner Decouverte. I shall not now animadvert on the impropriety of such a circumstance, but request, shou!+i 
the instances here cited be found correct, that they may meet the attention of the Vice Admiral. 


Extract of a letter from Vice Admiral Stirling’s Secretary to W. H. Savage, Esq.in answer to his of the 16th 
September, 1812. 





ApmirRau’s Penn, 19th September, 1812. 


**[ have just received your letter of the 16th instant, which I have laid before Vice Admiral Stirling, and I am 
directed to acquaint you, that Elijah Stirling, and other persons on board of His Majesty’s schooner Decouverte, 
said to be American seamen, have not, when called upon, produced proof of being subjects of the United States. 
They do not fall under the description of persons which I informed you, in my letter of the 7th ult.J were intended 
to be discharged from the King’s service, and to be detained on board the prison ship until an exchange of prisoners 
takes place with America. 

** The note from Mr. Meek, dated the 21st September, 1810, is returned herewith, and as it appears thereby that 
Admiral Rowley thought the circumstances under which Elijah Stirling was impressed did not permit him to be 
discharged, Vice Admiral Stirling does not feel himself justified in attending to the man’s wishes on a bare asset 
tion. ‘lhe protection you allude to is not to be found among Admiral Rowley’s papers left in this office.” 





No. 3. 
Detention of Mariners as prisoners of war, who were in England at the time the war was declared. 


J. W. Croker to Mr. Beasley. 





Apmiratty Orrice, 5th August, 1812 

SiR: 
Having communicated to my lords commissioners of the admiralty your letter of the 31st ultimo, transmit - 
ting a list of men, said to be Americans, who have been impressed and detained on board His Majesty’s ships, and 
requesting their discharge, [ have their lordships’ commands to acquaint you, that, under present circumstances, 
they will defer the consideration of this request. 

Lam, &c. 

J. W. CROKER. 


R. G. Beaszey. Esq. 


— ——- 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Beasley to the Secretary of State, dated 
Lonvon, October 23, 1812. 


“ { have informed you that I had addressed Lord Castlereagh on the subject of our citizens who have been 
impressed, and are now held in the British naval service. I demanded their release, and complained of the treat- 
ment which some had received on offering to give themselves up as prisoners, or refusing to serve when they heard 
of the war. In reply, I have received a short note from Mr. Cooke, one of the under secretaries, stating that he 
was instructed to require of me the names of the men who had received the treatment complained of. and the ves- 
sels in which they were, which I immediately furnished, and urged a reply to the other part of m ietter. In ar 
interview I have since had with Mr. Cooke, I took occasion to remind him of it, when he intimated that the Govern - 
ment did not intend to answer me on that point; adding, that England was fighting the battles of the world; we had 
chosen to go to war, and so aid the great enemy, and that éngland had as much right to recruit her army and navy, 


in every possible manner, as France.” 





Mr, Beasley to Lord Castlereagh. 
Wimpote Srreet, October 12, 1812. 


My Lorp: 
In consequence of the war unhappily existing between the United States and Great Britain, it has become 
my duty to call your lordship’s attention to the situation of the great number of American seamen who have been. 
impressed, and are now held in the ships of war of His Britannic Majesty. In addition to the wrong which is done 
to the United States by this detention of their seamen, I regret to state that some of these unfortunate persons, 
having heard of the war, and offered to give themselves up as prisoners, have, for so doing, or for refusing to do ser 
vice, been punished. ni 
‘To put an end toa proceeding and a state of things so revolting to humanity, and so contrary to the law and 
usage of civilized nations, I persuade myself it is only necessary to present them to the view of the British Govern - 
ment; and I therefore trust that effectual measures will be immediately taken to restore these injured men to liber‘ y 
and to their country. 


I have the honor to be. &c. 
R. G. BEASLEY. 


E. Cooke to R. G. Beasley. 
Foreicn Orrice, 19th October, 1812. 


“ In consequence of your letter to Lord Castlereagh of the 12th instant, I am directed by his lordship to desire 
u will furnish me with the names of the American sailors who have been so punished, and of the ship they are on 
~) °? 


boa 
rd 
Mr. Beasley to E. Cooke. 
Wimpote Street, 21st October, 1812. 


Sir: F , . ; 
Agreeably to the request contained in your letter of the 19th instant, | now transmit to you a list of impressed 


American seamen on board British ships of war, who, having heard of the war, offered to give themselves up as pri- 
soners, and for so doing. or for refusing to do service, have been punished. 
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I beg you to remind Lord Castlereagh, that the other part of my letter of the 12th instant, requesting the release 
of the American seamen detained in the British service, is still unanswered. 
Iam, sir, &e. 
\ R. G. BEASLEY. 


rhe list referred to in the preceding letter, states the cases of the following persons: 
John Ballard, on board the Zenobia, offered himself a prisoner, refused, and was put in irons for one night. 
John Davis, on board the Thistle, gave himself up as a prisoner, and refused further service, for which he was 
flogged. 
“Ephraim Covell, on board La Hogue, gave himself up as a prisoner, and refused further service, in consequence 
of which he was kept seven days in irons. 
John Hosman, on board La Hogue, gave himself up as a prisoner, and refused further services was put in irons, 
still kept therein, and was threatened by the commander with further punishment. 
Russell Brainard, on board La Hogue, gave himself up as a prisoner, was put in irons, and still kept therein. 
Thomas W. Marshall, Peter Lazette, Edward Whittle Banks, and Levi Younger, on board the Royal Wil- 
liam, gave themselves up as prisoners, and were in consequence thereof put into close confinement for eight days. 


October 12, 1812. 


Mr. Beasley requests Lord Castlereagh to cause the necessary passports to be furnished for the American ship 
William and Eliza, Captain Howland, to proceed to the United States with American citizens. 


October 21, 1812. 


Mr. Cooke acquaints Mr. Beasley that there will be no objection to granting a licence to a cartel for carrying to 
the United States such American citizens, non-combatants, as may wish to return to their country. He requests 
Mr. Beasley to inforin him of the situation of the American ship William and Eliza. 


Mr. Beasley to EB. Cooke. 


WimpoLe Street, Oclober 23, 1812. 
Sir: 
| have now the honor to repeat to you what | stated in conversation this morning, that the persons for whose 
return to the United States I requested the necessary passports, are, for the most part, American masters and mari- 
ners; that some of them, in consequence of the loss of their vessels abroad, have come here on their way to Ameri- 
ca; that others of them, having been employed in British ships, are now desirous of returning home; that others, 
through the detention or condemnation of their vessels under British orders in council, and others, through all the 
casualties to which this class of men is always exposed, are left without the means of conveyance. None of these 
persons have been, in any way, engaged in hostilities against Great Britain. ‘They are almost wholly destitute, and, 
for some time, have been chiefly supported at the expense of the United States. There are also, I believe, some 
American merchants and supercargoes, who are anxious of availing themselves of the same opportunity of return- 
ing to their country. 
You are, [ presume, aware, that the American Government has afforded every facility to the departure of those 
Gritish subjects in the United States who were under similar circumstances with the persons included in my request. 
With regard to the ship William and Eliza, in which these persons are to embark, I beg to observe, that I am 
well assured by those who have charge of her, that there is no impediment to her departure. 
Iam, &c. 
R. G. BEASLEY. 


E. Cooke to R. G. Beasley. 


ForriGn Orrice, October 28, 1812. 
Sir: 
Having laid before Lord Castlereagh your letter requesting that you may be allowed to send a cartel to 
America, with citizens of the United States who wish to return to their country, I am directed by_his lordship to 
express his consent to this proposition, and am to desire you will confer with the commissioners for prisoners of 
war with regard to the account you are to give for such parts of the crew as shall appear to be combatants, and on 
that principle must be exchanged. 

iam, &c. BE. COOKE. 


OcToBER 29, 1812. 


Mr. Beasley states to J. W. Croker, of the admiralty office, that Lord Castlereagh had referred him to the com- 
missioners for prisoners of war; that he had accordingly applied to them, and learnt that the instructions which that 
board had received from the lords of the admiralty were not sufficiently explicit to enable them to proceed in the 
matter. Mr. Beasley requests that their lordships would be pleased to give such further directions to the transport 
board as might be found necessary. 


OcronerR 30, 1812. 


John Barrow, of the admiralty office, informs Mr. Beasley, that his letter of the 29th October had been laid before 
the lords commissioners of the admiralty, and that the business had been referred to the transport board. 





OcrToBER 29, 1812. 


Mr. Beasley informs Alexander M’Leay, of the transport office, that he had requested the lords of the admiralty 
would be pleased to give the further instructions necessary, and presuming that these instructions would be imme- 
diately given, requests Mr. M’Leay to inform him at what time it will be convenient for the commissioners that he 
should confer with them on the subject. 


OcToBER 30, 1812. 


Alexander M’Leay informs Mr. Beasley that he is directed to desire that Mr. B. would transmit to the transport 
office a list of all the persons whom Mr. Beasley proposed to send to America, stating their several qualities, and 
when, and how, they respectively came into Great Britain. 
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NovemMBeERr 3, 1812. 


Mr. Beasley transmits to Alexander M’Leay, of the transport office, a list of American citizens whom it is pro- 
posed to send to the United States in the ship William and Eliza, stating their several qualities, and when, and how, 
they respectively came into Great Britain. his list contains one hundred and ten names. ‘To these are added a 
list of six persons, being other passengers in the same vessel. Mr. Beasley remarks to Mr. M’Leay, * I am well 
informed that many persons of the description, and under the circumstances, of those mentioned in the first of these 
lists, (being seamen) who were awaiting the result of my late application to Lord Castlereagh for a cartel for their 
conveyance to America, have, within a few days past, been seized by the impress officers, and taken on board the 
tender of the Tower: and I beg to knew what are the intentions of the British Government respecting them.” 


NovemBER 6, 1812. 


Alexander M’Leay informs Mr. Beasley that he had received and laid before the commissioners for the transport 
service, the list of persons proposed te be sent to the United States in the William and Eliza cartel, and adds, * In 
return | am directed to request that you will inform the board whether you will engage, that the above mentioned 
persons, on their arrival in the United States, shall be exchanged for an equivalent number of British subjects, who 
may have fallen into the hands of the Americans. I am at the same time to acquaint you, that the prisoners above 
alluded to must sign engagements not to serve against this country or its allies until regularly exchanged.” 


Mr. Beasley writes to Alexander M’ Leay. 
NoveMBER 7, 1812. 


*T have to inform the board that I am willing to engage that the American citizens whom I propose to send to 
the United States on board the William and Eliza cartel, shall, on their arrival there, be exchanged for an equiva- 
lent number of British subjects of the same description, who may have fallen into the hands of the United States 
under similar circumstances; and that the men themselves shall sign engagements for the performance of any condi- 
tions similar to those which may have been exacted of such British subjects in the United States; it being under- 
stood, that, if it be found that British subjects, under any such circumstances, have been suffered freely to depart 
from the United States, then these engagements, sv far as regards the corresponding class of American citizens, 
shall be void. If, however, it be more satisfactory to the board, that the return or exchange of these men should be 
regulated by the principles recognised by the two Governments in the cartel which, L am informed, has been lately 
concluded at Washington, I am ready to enter into an engagement to that effect.” 


Alexander M’ Leay writes to Mr. Beasley. 
NovemBer 13, 1812. 


“Tam directed to acquaint you that the prisoners mentioned in the list transmitted by you will be released, 
upon your entering into an unconditional engagement that they shall be exchanged for British prisoners now in 


America, or who may be hereafter taken.” 


Mr. Beasley writes to Alexander M’ Leay. 
NovemBeErR 16, 1812. 


‘“* For those American citizens who composed the crews of ships taken in war, [ am at all times ready to enter 
into any engagement which the law and usage of nations require. But for those whom your laws have invited, or 
whom misfortune has thrown into your country, whom accident, and not the fortune of war, has placed within your 

wer, I must still urge my request, that they be allowed to depart the kingdom on the conditions proposed in my 
etter of the 7th instant.”” But “if the board will enter into an unconditional engagement, that all British subjects 
who have been permitted to leave the United States since the declaration of war, or who may be permitted to depart 
therefrom, shall be exchanged for American prisoners of war, 1 will, in like manner, engage for those American 
citizens agreeably to your letter.” Mr. Beasley adds, ** This arrangeient, however, I would make with great reluc- 
tance; because it would not be in unison with that spirit of liberal warfare entertained by the Government of the 
United States, and because it would bring within the influence of the war those who might, without detriment to 


either party, be exempt from its operation.” 


Mr, Beasley writes to Mr. Hamilton, of the Foreign Office. 
NoveMBER 23, 1812, 


**T must beg leave to state, that that part of my note of the 12th ultimo, addressed to Lord Castlereagh, relative 
to American citizens who have been impressed, and are how held in his majesty’s naval service, remains unanswered. 
To the reasons already urged for the discharge of those men, may be added that of compelling them to fight against 
their country; and I need scarcely add, that, as they were forcibly detained before the commencement of hostilities, 
it would be very unjust to discharge them merely to make them prisoners. Of the number of those unfortunate 
persons, many must be in vessels on foreign stations at a great distance. It is a subject of much public interest in 
the United States, and one which involves the domestic comfort and happiness of many families.” 


Alexander M? Leay writes to Mr. Beasley, and, after some preliminary reasoning, says: 
NoveEMBER 24, 1812, 


“The commissioners (of the transport office) are instructed (by the lords commissioners of the admiralty) to 
continue to require from you an unconditional receipt, as prisoners of war, for all persons of this description previous 
to their being permitted to return to America.” 


Alexander M’ Leay writes to Mr. Beasley. 


DEcEMBER 23, 1812. 


“I have received and laid before the commissioners for the transport service, &c. your letter of the 15th instant, 
and in return am directed to acquaint you that, at present, they are only authorized to deliver up to you the Amer- 
icgns mentioned in the list transmitted by you on the 3d of November. 
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Mr. Beasley writes to Alexander M’ Leay. 


DEcEMBER 24, 1812. 


«* After so long a time spent in discussing the principles and conditions of an exchange of prisoners between the 
United States and Great Britain, I perceive, with some surprise, by your letter of yesterday, that the only persons 
whom the board are authorized to deliver up to me, are those mentioned in the list transmitted to you on the 3d 
November, who, though so long known to the board as being at large in this city, have never been detained as pri- 
soners, and who have, ever since their arrival, been maintained at the charge of the United States. During this 
interval those persons have been partially dispersed; some have been taken up as prisoners, some have been impressed 
and some have otherwise disappeared. Others, however, under similar circumstances, have since been added, and 
there now remain about one hundred persons. Of these men, as [ understand the tenor of our correspondence, 
those who belonged to vessels detained or taken in war, are to be suffered to proceed to the United States on my 
entering into the engagement which accompanied your letter of the 14th instant; but that, for the others, no engage- 
ment is required. In order to avoid any further misunderstanding, I beg to know whether this recapitulation is 
correct. 


Alexander M’ Leay to R. G. Beasley. 


Transport Orricr, 26th December, 1812. 
Sir: 

I have received and laid before the commissioners for the transport service, &c. your letter of the 24th instant, 
and, in return, I am directed to acquaint you that it is the intention of his Majesty’s Government that such of the 
Americans, named in the list which accompanied your letter of the 3d of last month, as belonged to vessels detained 
or taken, and as are consequently prisoners of war, shall be suffered to proceed to the United States upon your 
entering into the engagement which accompanied my letter ef the 14th instant; but that, for Americans who were 
resident or travelling in this country, or resorting hither for commercia! purposes, not as mariners, no such engage- 
ment will be required. 

Iam, &c. 
ALEXANDER M’LEAY. 


———— 


Mr. Beasley writes to Alexander M’ Leay. 
DeceMBER 28, 1812. 


‘On referring to that list (which accompanied my letter of the 3d ultimo) you will perceive another class of 
persons, namely, mariners, who did not belong to vessels detained or taken; and as your omitting to notice these 
men in your letter might leave room for some doubt respecting them, I lose no time in requesting to be informed 
on what terms the board understand that they are to be suffered to return to the United States.” 


Alexander M’ Leay writes to Mr. Beasley. 
DeceMBER 29, 1812. 


“* By a reference to my letter of the 26th instant, you will observe that mariners are expressly excepted from the 
description of persons who are to be released unconditionally, and consequently it is necessary you should give a 
receipt for all the mariners named in the list transmitted by you.” 


Mr. Beasley to Alexander M’ Leay. 
Fesrvuary 17, 1813. 


‘In your reply of the 9th instant, communicating the result of inquiries made by order of the lords commissioners 
of the admiralty, relative to the alleged ill treatment of certain seamen claiming to be Americans, in the British 
service, in consequence of their having requested to be considered as prisoners of war, as represented in my letter 
to Lord Castlereagh of the 12th October, | have to observe, that, although the statement of those persons, and that 
contained in your letter, differ greatly as to the degree of this ill treatment, it does appear that some severity was 
exercised towards them on that occasion, and without any proper investigation of their claim of American citizenship, 
which, if established, should have exempted them not only from punishment, but from service. As it may be 
inferred, however, from your letter, that if proof be produced to support their claim, their request will yet be complied 
with, [ have to inform you, that evidence to that effect was long since transmitted to ho teal of the admiralty in 
behalf of several of these persons.”” [Here follows the names of persons, and a recitation of the proof of cilinaaiin, 
&c.] Mr. Beasley proceeds, “I cannot avoid expressing my disappointment and regret that no notice has been 
taken of the request made to Lord Castlereagh in my letter of the 12th of October, for the general release of the 
American seamen detained in the British service.” 


Alexander M’ Leay to R. G. Beasley. 


‘ Transport Orrice, February 26, 1813. 
IR: 

I have received, and laid before the Commissioners for the Transport Service, &c. your letter of the 17th of 
this month, with its enclosure, relative to the alleged ill treatment of certain seamen, claiming to be Americans, in 
the British service, in consequence of their having requested to be considered as prisoners of war; and the same hav- 
ing been referred to the right honorable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, I am directed by the Board to 
transmit to you the enclosed copy of a letter which they have received from their Lordship’s Secretary, in answer 


thereto. 
Tam, &c. ALEXANDER M’LEAY 


John Barrow to the Transport Board. 


Apmiraty Orrice, February 25, 1813. 
GENTLEMEN: 


Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing a 
copy of a letter, together with the documents therein referred to, from Mr. Beasley, the American agent for prisoners 
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of war in this country, on the subject of certain alleged citizens of the United States detained in his Majesty’s ser- 
vice, I have it in command to signify their Lordships’ directions to you to acquaint Mr. Beasley, that neither now, 
in war, nor before, during peace, is, or was, the British Government desirous of having American seamen in its ser- 
vice; and that their Lordships will now discharge, as prisoners of war, as they formerly did as neutrals, those per- 
sons who can adduce any sufficient proof of their being Americans. 

You will further inform Mr. Beasley, that all the cases stated by him have received, or are under accurate ex- 
amination, and that such persons who may appear to be Americans, will be immediately sent to prison, as many 


have been already. 
Iam, &c. JOHN BARROW. 


Alexander M’ Leay to Mr. Beasley. 


Transport Orrice, -Varch 6, 1813. 
Sir: 

Lam directed by the Commissioners for the ‘Transport Service, &c. to inform you, that, upon the receipt 
of the printed letters which were transmitted by you to this office, for the purpose of being forwarded to certain 
seamen on board of his Majesty’s ships of war, they considered it their duty to submit the same to the consider- 
ation of the right honorable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and to request their Lordships’ directions 
on the subject; and the Board having, this day, received a letter from their Lordships’ secretary, of which the en- 
losed is a copy, I have their directions to acquaint you accordingly, that the letters in question will not be forwarded, 
avd that you cannot be permitted to maintain any correspondence with the seamen on board his Majesty’s fleet. 


Iam, &c. 
ALEXANDER M’LEAY. 


John Barrow io the Transport Board. 


Apuiratry Orrice, March 5, 1813. 
(TENTLEMEN? 

In reply to your letter of the 16th of last month, enclosing a letter addressed by Mr. Beasley to a seaman 
on board his Majesty’s ship Porcupine, and requesting to be informed if letters of a similar description should be 
‘orwarded to the persons to whom they are addressed, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioner of the Admi- 
calty, to signify their direction to you not to forward any such letters, and to acquaint Mr. Beasley that he cannot 
be permitted to maintain any correspondence with the seamen on board his Majesty’s fleet; observing to him, at the 
same time, that the printed letter, in question, contains a statement unfounded in fact, for that, neither since the 
war with America, nor before, have their Lordships declined to release American seamen, admitted or proved to be 
such, though they have. and still do refuse, to release persons assuming, without any proof or document, that char- 


acter. 
[ am, &c. JOHN BARROW. 
Copy of a printed circular letter addressed to American seamen in British ships of war. 
Lonpon, ——, 1813. 
in answer to your letter of the —— ——, I have to inform you, that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 


naving, in consequence of the war between the United States and Great Britain, declined to release those Ameri- 
can citizens who have been impressed, and are held in the British service, there appears to be no other course for 
you to pursue, than to give yourself up as a prisoner of war, to the commander of the ship in which you are de- 
tained. 





Agent of the United States for prisoners of war in Great Britain. 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Beasley to Alexander M’ Leay, dated 13th March, 1813. 


** In the letter of their Lordships’ secretary of the 5th inst. the Board are directed to observe to me, that the 
printed letter which I addressed to certain American seamen detained in_ the British navy, ‘* contains a statement 
unfounded in fact; for that, neither since the war with America, nor before, have their Lordships declined to re- 
lease American seamen, admitted, or proved to be such.” It is not necessary to my present purpose to enter upon 
an examination of their Lordships’ conduct, on this matter, before the war; although my own official observation, 
in numerous cases, when I held the office of consul, would authorize me to dispute even that part of their secretary’s 
assertion. But with reference to their Lordships’ conduct since the war, I beg to remind them of their letter of the 
fifth August, soon alter the commencement of the war, in answer to a request made on the 31st July, for the release 
of certain impressed American seamen, in which their Lordships, going beyond the mere declining to release the 
men, stated *‘ that, under the present circumstances, they will defer the consideration of the request for their release;”’ 
or, in other words, that they will not, at present, war being commenced, even think on the subject of their release. 
it further proof be necessary of their Lordships’ having, as I stated in my printed letter, declined the release of such 
seamen in consequence of the war, I will call to their recollection a letter written by their secretary, on the 25th of 
August, in answer to an application for the release of William Wilson, an impressed American, detained on board 
the Cordelia, in which they state that this man, being an alien enemy, must continue to serve, or go to prison. 
Should other corroboration be wanted, it may be found in the long and marked silence of the British Government to 
my numerous applications, again and again repeated, for the release of these men; seeing that it was not until the 25th 
ot February, nearly seven months after their Lordships had informed me of their having deferred the consideration 
of the subject, and nearly five months after my formal demand made to Lord Castlereagh, that they directed the 
Board to inform me of their intention to treat them as prisoners of war. And even this was not done until eight 
days after my printed letter in question appears to have been on their table. Surely it was in utter forgetfulness of 
all these circumstances, that their Lordships declared my statement unfounded in fact; for it appears impossible 
that they can, in the mind of any person, bear a different 9 poe from.that which I have given them. But 
how do these facts bear on their Lordships’ statement? How, I ask, does their determination, that Wilson, proved 
and admitted to be an American, must continue to serve or go to prison, support the assertion, that their Lordships 
have not declined to release American seamen when admitted or proved to be such? But, perhaps, in their Lord- 
ships’ view, to send them from service and_ detention in ships of war, to confinement in prisons, is fo release 
them. If so, itis unnecessary to pursue the subject further, and I will content myself with having vindicated the 
correctness of my own statement.” 

** [ come now to the consideration of their Lordships’ purpose, as expressed in their Secretary’s letter of the 25th 
ultimo, to treat as prisoners of war the American seamen who have been impressed, and are held in the British ser- 
vice. ‘Taking into view the manner in which these unfortunate persens came into the power of the British Govern- 
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ment; that their own rights and inclinations, the rights of their country, the law of nations, and every principle oi 
justice were violated in the very act by which each of these men was brought within its power, and that this wrong 
accumulates so long as any of them remain in its power, I do maintain that they are, on every ground, entitled to, 
and the British Government is bound to grant, their immediate and complete release. It acquired them only as the 
spoils of unlawful violence; how then can it retain them as the fruits of lawful war? Its right of control over them 
can only arise from the lawfulness of their detention; but that which was unlawfully taken cannot be rightfully 
held; and to acknowledge the pretension to such control as their Lordships’ purpose implies, would be to legitima- 
tise the act by which they came into their power. The British Government disclaims all right and all intention to 
take them, and this disavowal is an acknowledgment of its obligation to restore them to the same condition, and to 
the same freedom, from which they were taken. Upon what ground is it, then, that they are to be treated as pri- 
soners of war? Not many years have elapsed since all Europe resounded with the complaints of Great Britain 
against France, for retaining, asjprisoners of war, certain British subjects, who, having entered the French territories, 
in time of peace, were found there at the breaking out of the war. But, if that were regarded in England as ax 
outrage, what will be thought of this detention, as prisoners of war, of American seamen, who, having been wrong- 
fully taken on the high seas, and forcibly carried into the British service, in time of peace, are found therein at th- 
breaking out of a war, doing her service, and fighting her battles? The conduct of France was attempted to be 
justified by certain acts of England, which were alleged to be equally contrary to the law of nations. But what jus- 
tification, what excuse, can be set up for this conduct of Great Britain towards the impressed American seamen? 
What infraction of the law of nations, what violence or injustice exercised towards British subjects, or what outrage 
is this cruel act to retaliate? It cannot be the free and spontaneous permission given by the United States, at the 
commencement of the war, for every British subject, of every class and description, found within their territories, 
or in their power, to return to his country, that this imprisonment of American seamen is to requite. And, surely, 
this cannot be the indemnification which Great Britain offers these unfortunate men for the wrongs which she has 
inflicted on them, or the reward which she bestows for the service she has received at their hands. 

“ To the unqualified prohibition of all correspondence between myself and the impressed American seamen in 
his Britannic Majesty’s fleet, so unreservedly stated in the letter of their Lordships’ secretary of the 6th instant, I 
must conform, whatever may be my sentiments and feelings respecting it. The situation in which these unfortunate 
men and myself stood towards each other, appeared not only to invite, but to authorize a communication between 
us. On their part, the object of this correspondence was to obtain information and counsel as to the proper manner 
of conducting themselves under circumstances the most difficult, and on an occasion the most important and solemn, 
namely, how to act while forcibly held to service in ships of war a to a State engaged in actual hostilities 
against their country—a situation which their own good sense and proper feelings taught them was alike incompati- 
ble with their rights and their duties. My part has been, after having waited five months, in vain, for a communication 
of their Lordships’ intentions, to recommend them, since there appeared no means of obtaining their release, to give 
themselves up as prisoners of war—an evil comparatively light to that which they suffer, In other instances, their 
letters have related the rejection of their offer, and the threats of punishment, and all contain complaints of the un- 
exampled hardship of their situation.” 


Extract of a letter from Robert Montgomery, Consul of the United States at Alicante, dated the 4th November, 
1812, to the Secretary of State. 


‘* Herewith is a copy of a letter to Admiral Hallowell, with his reply. ‘The man in question has declared, under 
oath, that he never signed any article or agreement whatever to serve on board the Indefatigable, nor any other Bri- 
tish vessel, and he has now left her, losing what wages was due him.” 


ALIcANTE, 23d October, 1812. 
Sir: 

Philips, a mariner and citizen of the United States, as appears by a regular protection, from the collector of 
New York, informs me that, some time since, he engaged himself on board the transport Indefatigable, for six 
months, at certain wages agreed for; that he has now been eight months in said vessel, and demands his discharge 
and wages, but the master having refused both, obliges me to request you will inform yourself of the fact, and if as 
the mariner states, order him to be paid off and discharged. 
Permit me to assure you, &c. 


ROBT. MONTGOMERY. 
Benjamin HaLLowE , Esq. Admiral Royal Navy of Great Britain. 


Admiral Hallowell to Mr. Montgomery. 


His Masesty’s Suite Matta, in Alicante Bay, 


October 26, 1812. 
Sir: 

[ find upon inquiry that there is on board the Indefatigable transport, the man mentioned in your letter of the 
23d. As there is no objection to a foreigner going in the station of mariner, on board a vessel of that description, 
and as he has signed articles of agreement to serve on board the Indefatigable, I shall not molest him while he con- 
tinues in her: but the moment he gets his discharge, I shall deem it my duty to take hold of him, and put him in 
confinement, as a prisoner of war. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


BN. HALLOWELL. 





No. 4. 
Compulsory service of impressed Americans on board British ships of war. 


I, Beekman Verplanck Hoffman, of the town of Poughkeepsie, do certify, that I am a lieutenant in the United 
States’ Navy; that I was a lieutenant on board the Constitution frigate in the action and capture of the Guerriere; 
that, after her surrender, I was sent on board; and after taking out the crew, fired and blew up the ship; that eight 
impressed American seamen were among the crew of the Guerriere, who were liberated at Boston. I was also on 
board the Constitution, in the action and capture of the Java, and was sent on board that vessel, and after the crew 
were removed, set her on fire and blew her » Amongst the crew of the Java, thirteen impressed American sea- 
yo were found, three of whom had entered the British service, and were left, the other ten were liberated as 

mericans. 


B. V: HOFFMAN. 
PovuGHKEEpsiE, April 16, 1813. 
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Dutcuess County, 83. 

Richard Thompson, being sworn, saith, that he is a native of New Paltz, opposite Poughkeepsie; that he sailed 
from Wilmington, about the 28th of April, 1810, on board the brig Warren, William Kelly, captain, for Cork. On 
the homeward passage, in September following, he was impressed and taken on board the Peacock, a British 
sloop of war, and compelled to do duty. That, while on board that vessel, he made many unsuccessful attempts to 
write to his friends, to inform them of his situation. He further saith, that, after he had heard of the war, himself 
and two other impressed American seamen, who were on board the Peacock, went aft to the captain, and claimed to 

i risoners of war, and refused to do duty any longer. ‘They were ordered off the quarter 


be considered as American P i . 7 
deck, and the captain called for the master-at-arms, and ordered us to be put in irons; we were then kept in irons 
about twenty-four hours, when we were taken out, brought to the gangway, stripped of our clothes, tied and whip- 


ped, each one dozen and a half lashes, and put to duty. ; ; 

He further saith, that he was kept on board the Peacock, and did duty, till the action with the Hornet; after the 
Hornet hoisted American colors, he, and the other impressed Americans, again went to the Captain of the Peacock, 
asked to be sent below, said it was an American ship, and that they did not wish to fight against their country. 
The Captain ordered us to our quarters; called midshipman Stone to do his duty; and if we did not do our duty, to 
blow our brains out. **Ay, ay!’ was answered by Stone, who then held a pistol at my head, and ordered us to our 
places. We then continued at our pieces, and were compelled to fight till the Peacock struck: and we were liber- 


ated after an impressment of about two years and eight months. - 
1s 
RICHARD + THOMPSON. 
mark 


PovcnxeEepsie, April 17, 1813. : : 
Read over and signed in presence of JOSEPH HARRIS, 


JOHN S. FREAR. 


Dutcuess County, 88. 

James Tompkins, being sworn, saith, that he is a native of Ulster county, opposite Poughkeepsie; that he sail- 
ed out of New York, in the month of April, 1812, in the Ship Minerva, bound to Ireland; that, on her homeward 
bound passage, in July after, this deponent, with three other American seamen, Samuel Davis, William Young, and 
John Brown, were impressed and taken on board the British ship Acteon, David Smith, Captain. We were taken 
on Saturday evening; on Monday morning we were brought to the gangway, and informed that we must enter on 
board the ship and live as other seamen, or we should live on oatmeal and water and receive five dozen lashes. 
This deponent says, himself and the other three impressed with him, did refuse to enter, and each of them were 
then whipped five dozen lashes. On Wednesday following, we were again all brought up and had the same offer 
made to us, to enter, which we refused, and we were again whipped four dozen lashes, each. On Saturday after, 
the like offer was made to us, and on our refusal we were again whipped three dozen lashes. On Monday follow- 
ing, still refusing to enter, we were again whipped two dozen, each. On Wednesday following, we were again whip- 
ped one dozen each, and ordered to be taken below, and put in irons till we did enter; and the Captain said he bance 

unish the damned Yankee rascals till they did enter. We were then put in irons, and laid in irons three months. 
During the time of our impressment the ship had an action, and captured a French ship. Before this action we were 
taken out of irons and asked to fight, but we refused; and after the action we were again ironed, where we remain- 
ed till the ship arrived at Loudon. After arriving there we first heard of the war with America, and that the Guer- 
riere was taken. This deponent took his shirt, and Samuel Davis and William Young took their handkerchiefs, made 


stripes and stars for the American colors, and hung it over a gun, and gave three cheers for the victory. The next 


morning at six o’clock we were brought up and whipped, two dozen lashes each, for huzzaing for the Yankee flag. 
Shortly after this, we were all released by the assistance of the American Consul and Captain Hall, who knew us. 
This deponent further saith, that all had protections, and showed them, and claimed to be Americans, at the 


time they were impressed. 
JAMES TOMPKINS. 


Sworn before me this 17th day of April, 1813; at which time the said James Tompkins showed me his wrists, 
which, at his request, f examined, and there appeared to be marks on both of them, occasioned, as I suppose, from 


his having been in irons. 
° WM. W. BOGARDUS, Justice of the Peace. 





No. 5. 


o¢ Violation of Flags of Truce. 
Monrtreat Prison, May 6, 1813. 


Sir: , 
to Malden, with a flag of truce, from 


I am an unfortunate American, who was taken by the Indians, on my a | 
General Harrison, on the night of the 31st of January, and after a variety of indignities, too tedious to mention, { was 
brought here, and put in the dungeon for thirty-three days, and have been up on the centre floor a week. I wish to 
see you, if possible, and have your advice, &c. &c. 

In haste, yours, &c. 
SAML. M’KEEHAN, 
Surgeon’s Mate, 2d Reg. 2d Brig. Ohio Militia. 


Lieutenant Dup.ey. 
Monrtreat Prison, May 9, 1813. 


Sir: 

Yesterday Sir George’s aid came and informed me that the nature of my confinement had been contrary to 
his orders, and Colonel Lethbridge was required to restore me my lidverty. I was also informed, that you and my- 
self would probably, ina few days, be sent tothe United States. Colonel Lethbridge told me he would send for me 
at 3 o’clock, and take my parole. In less than one hour, Major Shackleton called, and said the Governor, after a 
mere mature consideration, had concluded he could not let me have my liberty until he would hear from General 

roctor, ‘ 
Two or three days after my imprisonment, Major Shackleton told me that General Proctor had promised, with 
the next despatches, to send on all the papers relating to my case, and that then I would have a hearing. 
So you may see punishment by torture is not yet abolished. If they had drove a dagger through my heart, my 


punishment would have been much less, and their compassion much greater. 
Yours, &c. 


SAMUEL M’KEEHAN. 
Major Shackleton also told me that Colonel Baynes was unauthorized to tell me what he did. a Mx 


Lieutenant Dup ey. 
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MontTrEAL Gao, May 12, 1813. 
Sir: . ; mee 
I am requested by Doctor M’Keehan to inform you of his present unpleasant situation. He is at this time so 
unwell as to be confined to his bed, and has no chance of getting any thing to make him comfortable. No person at- 
tends here to examine our situation; neither have we a chance to send out after any necessaries that we want. _ 
I am confident the doctor’s case requires some very speedy aid, particularly as it respects his confined situation, 
lodging, &c. 
Yours, respectfully, 
GEO. H. RODGERS, United States’? Army. 


Lieutenant DupLey. 


DOCTOR M’KEEHAN’S NARATIVE. 


On the 31st January last I was ordered, by General Harrison, to proceed to the river Raisin, with a flag of truce, 
and from thence to Malden, if not stopped by the Indians. We arrived at the foot of the rapids of the Miami, at dark, 
and not finding a company of rangers as expected, we encamped in a cave, the horse and carryall before the door, 
and the flag standing by them. About midnight the Indians fired in upon us, killed Mr. Lemont, wounded myself in 
the foot, and made us prisoners. After despatching Mr. Lemont with the tomahawk, scalping and stripping him, 
they seized my horse, harness, great coat, blankets, and other clothing, and one hundred dollars in gold, which the 
General had sent to procure necessaries for the wounded of General Winchester’s army. ; 

That night I was made to walk more than twenty miles, to where Captain Elliot was stationed with a party of 
Indians. The captain treated me politely, and sent me to Colonel Proctor. I was scarcely seated before the 
Colonel began to exclaim against Gen. Harrison; said he had been used to fight Indians and not British; found fault 
with my instructions, and said the flag was only a pretext to cover a bad design. I rebutted his insinuations with in- 
dignation, which I believe has been the cause of all my troubles since. I was not recognized, in my official character, 
until the 5th of February, when I was informed by Proctor’s aid that I should attend on the wounded with Doctor 
Bower, and that I would be sent to the United States, but by a different route from that which | came. Doctor 
Bower in a few days was sent home and I detained. 

On the 2d of March, I was arrested, by order of Colonel Proctor, and accused of carrying on a private correspond - 
ence. On the 8th, without having any trial, ordered to Montreal, and hurried on from Fort George, night and 
day, although thinly clothed, and the weather very cold. From Kingston to Prescott, I was made to eat with the 
ofiycers” servants. This course of torture being finished, on the 28th, when I arrived in Montreal, and without being 
asked any questions, or suffered to ask any myself, I was put into the dungeon, eight or ten feet below the surface 
of the ground, where I had neither bed nor bedding, chair, bench, or stool; denied pen, ink, and paper, or even the 
use of a book, for two weeks. The only current of air that passed through my apariment came through the bowels 
of the privy! Here I was kept thirty-three days, when [ was, to my great joy, put up with the American prisoners, 
and with ba permitted to remain, till last Monday, when I was liberated by the intercession of Lieutenant Dud- 
ley, of the navy. Colonel Baynes, aid to the Governor, told me the outrage which had been committed on my per- 
son was contrary to his orders. 

I left fourteen American prisoners in gaol, viz: George H. Rodgers, United States’ army; Wm. Hollenback, 
Onis Hooker, Philaster Jones, Harry Jones, Lewis Minor, Zebina Conkey, Phiney Conkey, Canton; Seth Barnes, 
Camden; Jared Witheril, John Campbell, Schoharie; Major Watson, Ogdensburg; Alexander M’Gregor, Balston, 
who were kept in close confinement, notwithstanding Colonel Lethbridge and Major Shackleton had pledged their 
words to Captain Conkey, before he left Montreal for Quebec, that they should have the liberty of the town during 
the day. But the Captain was scarcely gone, when the pledge was either forgotten or disregarded. The prisoners 
now are not permitted to procure an | things as their small stock of money would provide. Sometimes they are 
half a day without water, and two or three days without wood; and if they complain they are cursed and abused 
by the gaoler, and told they are only allowed a quart of water in the day. I am requested to represent their situation 
to General Dearborn, which I intend to do as soon as [ arrive at Sackett’s Harbor. 

This is a sketch of the indignities I have had to put up with since the last of January. 


I am, yours, &c. 
SAMUEL M’KEEHAN, 
Surgeon’s Mate 2d Reg’t Ohio Militia. 


Axpany, May 24th, 1813. 


To his Excellency Major General Dearborn. 
Sir: 

Without introduction or apology, I beg leave to state to your Excellency, that, on the 31st of January last, I 
was ordered by General Harrison to proceed to the river Raisin with a flag of truce. I was required, in my instruc- 
tions, if I met no British officer at that place, to proceed to Malden (if too great danger did not appear frou. tae 
savages.) ‘The same evening, thirty-three miles from the river Raisin, the Indians fired upon us and killed Mr. Le- 
mont, (one of my attendants) wounded myself in the foot, then conveyed me to Captain Elliot, who took me to the 
river Raisin, and from thence sent me to General Proctor, at head quarters, in Sandwich, who swore, by God, that 
the flag and papers which I gave him, was only a pretence to cover a dishonorable service. 1 rebutted his insinua- 
tions as moderately as my indignant feelings would permit. General Proctor made several observations on General 
Harrison’s abilities as a commanders; said ‘he was used to fight Indians, but not British troops, &c. &c. He kept 
my instructions; did not even inform the senior officer, Ensign Baker, of the American prisoners, that he had a let- 
ter for him. I was ordered to a tavern, under the care of a French sergeant. [ waited till the 4th of Februar 
before I wrote to General Proctor, demanding in what character I was considered; how long I would be detained, 
and the cause of my detention. 

The next day the General’s aid informed me I was recognised as surgeon’s mate, and would attend with Doctor 
Bower on the American wounded prisoners. On the 12th, I received a letter from General Proctor, in answer to 
one I had written to him the day before, of which the following is a copy: 


. Sanpwicu, 12th February, 1813. 
IR: 

In answer to your letter of che 11th instant, I am directed by Colonel Proctor, commanding, to observe, that 
you were sent in for the purpose of attending on the sick and wounded of General Winchester’s army, for which 
purpose you are now detained; and beg leave further to observe, that, in the execution of your duty, you will ren- 
der a most important service to your country. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your humble and most obedient servant, 


A. W. M’LEAN, A. D. C. 


I continued to attend the wounded until the 2d of March, when A. D.C. M‘Lean informed me that I was 
accused of carrying on a private correspondence, and that he was ordered to take me into custody and secure my 
papers which was accordingly done in the most uncivil manner. On the 8th of March, I was taken by a guard to 

ort George, without trial or hearing. although I had_ written to General Proctor repeatedly, requesting an investi- 

gation, to which I received no answer of any kind. From Fort George | was sent to Montreal, and hurried on night 

and day, —- thinly clothed (having been robbed and stripped by the Indians) and the weather very cold. On 
m 
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my arrival at Montreal, [ was, without being asked any questions, or permitted to ask any myself, put into a dun 
geon cight or ten feet below the surlace of the ground, in dark and solitary confinement, and there kept thirty-three 
days, after which time [ was put up with the American prisoners. A few days after my elevation, Lieutenant Dud - 
ley became acquainted with my situation, and made such representations to Governor Prevost as induced his Excel - 
lency to send his aid, Colonel Baynes, who said he was directed by the Governor to inform me that the outrage 
which had been committed on my person was contrary to his orders, and told Colonel Lethbridge to take my parole 
and liberate me immediately. ‘The Colonel, not having materials for writing at hand, said he would send for me at 
three o’clock. In less than one hour, the town major came, and informed me that the Governor, on more mature 
consideration, thought he could not liberate me until he got despatches from General Proctor. On the 17th May, 
eight cr ten days after, | was taken from prison, and, in company with Lieutenant Dudley, sent to the United 
States. I may here observe, that the apartment in which | was confined did not contain either chair, bench, or stool, 
or any bedding whatever, for the space of two weeks. Fresh beef was furnished, but no salt. 1 was denied pen, ink, 
and paper, and treated uniformly with the utmost contempt by the sergeant, whom i had the honor of seeing once 
every day fora few minutes. By the request of fourteen American prisoners, now in Montreal gaol, whose names 
are hereunto annexed, | beg leave to state to your Excellency, that they are kept in close confinement, sometimes 
half a day without water, and frequently two or three days without wood to cook with; and when they complained, 
the gaolor’s curses were freely lavished upon them. ‘They have not the privilege of procuring some little necessa- 
ries, which the benevolence of sume humane persons enabled them to do by giving thema little money. Sir George 
Prevost has told them that their confinement is owing to the bad faith of their own Government, &c. 

I would have stated to your Excellency the knowledge I had, through the report of others, of the outrages and 
cruelties exercised on the American prisoners taken at General Winchester’s defeat, but must refer your Excel- 
lency to Mr. Ruland, who had a command in the Michigan militia last summer, and who was, after having been 
dispossessed of all his property, sent to Fort George with me, who, no doubt, had many opportunities of hearing 
such things triumphantly spoken of among British officers and subjects. 

I have the honor to be, your Excellency’s most humble and obedient servant, 


SAMUEL M’KEEBEHAN, 
Surgeon’s Mate 2d Reg’t Ohio Militia 








Nrcara Corres House, June 4, 1813. 


LIST OF PERSONS LEFT IN MONTREAL GAOL. 


Geo. H. Rodgers, U. 3. army, Wm. Hollenback, Seth Barns, 
Gains Hooker, Philaster Jones, Danny Jones, 
Jared Witherall, Major Watson, Alex’r M‘Gregor, 
Lewis Minor, John Campbell, Zebina Conkey, 
Pliny Conkey. David Johnston. 

No. 6. 


RANSOM OF AMERICAN PRISONERS FROM INDIANS IN THE BRITISH SERVICE. 


Extract of a letier from Mr. Woodward to the Secretary of State. 





Aunany, March 22, 1813 


A few days previous to the thirty-first of January, 1813, 1 transmitted some letters addressed to the friends ani 
families of a few of the prisoners whom we had been able to ransom out of the hands of the savages. 
** On the thirty-first of January [ addressed you a letter covering similar information for twelve other families.” 


No. 7. 
Pillage and desiruction of private proper/y on the Chesapeake Bay, and in the neghboring country 


William Sears, of Talbot county, in Maryland, states, that, about the ——— day of April last, whilst the Br: 
tish squadron, commanded, as he understood, by Admiral Warren, lay about Sharp’s Island, in the Chesapeake 
Bay, he being on the island called Poplar Island, his place of residence, observed some tenders and barges coming 
off from the squadron in a direction towards the said island. ‘Tbe relator was then in the act of removing his furni- 
ture and other property from the island, and hastened therein from seeing the apparent approach of the enemy: bu‘ 
the said tenders and barges, whilst this relator was crossing to the main with his scows and batteaux laden with his 
property, and in tow of his two schooners, appeared suddenly to put back to their ships. The relator afterwards, 
in the afternoon and evening of the same day, made two other trips to the island, and succeeded in getting off all his 
bacon. On the succeeding day, as this relator thinks it was, he again went on the island and got off forty or fifty 
barrels of his corn and some other articles, without any interruption from the enemy. The relator having, in his 
first trip, got off his family and slaves, he now watched the movements of the enemy from his farm on the main. 
On Sunday morning the ——— he saw two tenders come too at Poplar Island and go ashore in barges, and, after 
some length of time, he saw them depart from the island. ‘The relator, in the afternoon of the last mentioned day. 
in company with several of his neighbors, went to see what the enemy had done on the island, and found that they 
had injured nothing. nor taken any thing away except some cider from the cellar. The relator then took off with 
him as many of his hogs and other articles as he could, and was hurried off by seeing the enemy put off from the 
squadron with several barges in tow of their tenders. ‘The enemy, on that evening, teok — of the island, 
and remained that night and a part of the next day, as well as this relator recollects; and, on the last mentioned 
day, left the island and followed the squadron, which, in the mean time, had moved up the bay. ‘The relator, seeing 
this, on the next or the second day after, again went on the island, and there found that the enemy had taken and 
killed about thirty head of black cattle, eighty-six head of old sheep and between twenty and thirty lambs; that 
they had killed three hundred breeding sows in their beds, whose pigs were found dead; and that they had taken 
off almost all of his poultry, all he supposes they could catch. From his house (where he had left some of his worst 
furniture) they took off an old looking glass, worth about four dollars, and some newspapers in a file. They broke 
several locks and one door, and threw many things about the house. Ina house on the island, which had been 
occupied by James Sears, they broke his desk to pieces and threw about his furniture and other things; but the 
relator does not now recollect that any thing was taken away. 


In testimony whereof, the said William Sears hath hereunto set his hand, this 22d day of June, 1813. 
WILLIAM SEARS. 




















: 
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Maryianp, Tarsor Counry, 88. 


Be it remembered, that, on this 22d day of June, 1813, William Sears, Esq. of Talbot county, personally 
appears before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace of the State of Maryland, in and for ‘Talbot 
county, duly commissioned and qualified, and inade oath on the holy evangelists, that the statement of facts, herein 
contained, ts substantially true, to the best of his knowledge, recollection, and belief. 

Sworn before me, LePae 
PETER DENNY. 
Sratre oF Mary ann, Tatspot County, io wit: 

I hereby certify that Peter Denny, Esquire, before wom the above afiidavit appears to have been made, and 
vho has thereto subscribed his name, was, at the time of taking and signing the same, and still is, one of the State 
vf Maryland’s justices of the peace, in and for the county aforesaid, duly commissioned and qualified. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set ry hand, and affixed the seal of my office, this twenty-fourth day of 

June, Anno Domini 1813. . , 

JACOB LOOCKERMAN, Clerk of Talbot County Court. 


“> 
{i.8. j 


Ceci County, Stare or MARYLAND. 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace for the county and State afore- 
said, Frisby Henderson, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that, on the 29th day of April, 
1813, about seven o’clock A. M. a considerable British force, distributed into thirteen barges, commenced a hostile 
attack on a landing called Frenchtown, the property of this deponent, in the county aforesaid; that, some days pre- 
vious thereto, a battery for five guns had been commenced on the wharf, but was in an unfinished state; that, on the 
approach of the British force, eight or ten men collected, and commenced firing from the battery, and stopped the 
advance of the barges for some time. ‘The ammunition being expended; the barges then came on, and a firing from 
them commenced of cannon shot at the battery, and also at the dwel!ing houses in Frenchtown. ‘The British then 
landed on the wharf, and immediately set fire to a new store house on the wharf, which at that time contained 
nothing but a large quantity of oats, the property of this deponent; and also a fishery adjoming the wharf was set on 
fire at the same time. After burning the said store house and fishery, a force of about two hundred and fifty marines 
was marched from the wharf, through Frenchtown, and up the river shore, to the dwelling house of this deponent, 
and demanded the way to the town of Elkton; that finding the river must be crossed on that direction to get to Elk- 
ton, the whole force returned to Frenchtown, broke open the upper store house, which was at that time full of goods, 
part of which was the property of the United States, and the remainder for different merchants of Baltimore, to the 
amount, probably, of fifty or sixty thousand dollars; and plundered and carried off part of the goods, and set fire 
to the house and burnt it with the remainder of the goods. ‘This deponent saith, that, by the destruction of the two 
store houses and fishery, together with the oats and other property he had in the upper store house, burned by the 
british as aforesaid, he has sustained a loss of about three thousand dollars. 

Sworn before me, the subscriber, on this 12th day of June, 1813. 


ALEXANDER KINKEAD. 


Ceci, County, STaTe or MaRyLanp. 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace for the county aforesaid, Cor- 
delia Penington, living in Frenchtown, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that she saw the 
British on the 29th of April, 1813, land on the wharf at Frenchtown, and immediately set fire to and burnt the store 
nouse and fishery. That, on the British breaking open the upper store house, this deponent went down to the store 
house, and solicited the commanding officer not to burn the house: he replied, that he came for the purpose of burn- 
ing the store houses; that they were public property; that this deponent replied, the store houses were private pro- 
perty, and belonged to her brother; the officer said there was public property in it, and should be burnt, and ordered 
the house set on fire, and burnt it with all the goods they did not carry away. 

Sworn before me, the subscriber, the 12th day of June, 1813. 
ALEXANDER KINKEAD. 
Ceci, County, Stare or MarRyLanpD. 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace for the county aforesaid, Delia 
Penington, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that she saw the British, on the 29th of April, 
1813, land on the wharf at Frenchtown, and immediately set fire to and burn down the store house and fishery. 
Nhat, after the store house was on fire, the marines were marched up from the wharf; and, at the time of the plun- 
dering and burning the upper store house, the marines were formed in the road opposite her mother’s house. ‘The 
officer commanding the marines, who informed this deponent his name was Wybourne, said their orders were to 
burn the stage stable and destroy the stage coaches. That, on this deponent’s soliciting of him not to burn the stables 
and stages, the officer replied, the question they generally asked when they went to any place was, how they voted 
at the elections, and inquired of this deponent if her uncle, meaning Mr. Henderson, voted for the war. 

Sworn before me, the subscriber, this 12th day of June, 1813. 
ALEXANDER KINKEAD. 


I do hereby certify that, on the morning of the 6th of May last, I was impressed at my house at ‘Turner’s 
creek, by the British forces, as they passed up the river Sassafras to Frederick and George towns, and was forced 
‘to accompany them to the above places. On our way up we were met by two mulatto men in a batteau. Captain 
istyng, (the name, I believe, of the officer) in whose boat I was, took a white handkerchief, fastened it on his espon- 
toon, and was about to enter the batteau with the negroes, in order to proceed up the river, to inform the officer 
commanding there, that, ifhe would not fire upon their barges, they would not destroy the town, when he was 
ordered by the admiral not to do so, who observed, * that he would only send the negroes with the message; that, 
as they were known to the people in the fort above, he expected that they would believe what they told them.”” We 
were then opposite to Mr. Wicke’s farm, which I think must be about a mile below the fort. ‘The batteau with 
the negroes went to the fort as directed, and the British forces soon after followed. I was in the foremost boat, and 
-ontinued in said boat until their return down the river, after burning the towns, when I was landed on Mr. With- 
ered’s shore; and most positively declare, that there was no white flag ever hoisted in her or any of the other boats, 
to my knowledge; nor did I ever hear any of the British officers or privates say they had ever hoisted a flag, or 
that one ever had been fired on. 

The captain, on his return down the river, declared, that ‘if he could catch Colonel Veazey, who commanded 
at the fort above, he would quarter him, and give me part of his quarter for steaks, for that the fire he had received 
was one of Washington’s rounds.” 

_ IL can’t say positively what number of men they lost, as they would only acknowledge five wounded, but think 
they have sustained — injury. 


Given under my hand, this 9th day of June, 1813. 
JOHN STAVELY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before SAMUEL BOYER. 
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___L certify that I was at the battery on Pearce’s Point, on the 6th of May, when a squadron of British barges 
visited Georgetown; that I had a full view of all the barges until they got possession of the battery on the Cecil 


shore. and that I sew no white flag displayed from either of the barges. 
W. SPENCER. 


June 9, 1813. 
We, the undersigned, certify that, on the 6th of May last, at the time Admiral Cockburn, with a consider- 
able armed force, attacked and destroyed Frederick and George towns, on Sassafras river, in the State of Mary- 
land, were in or near the breastwork below Fredericktown, under the command of Colonel Thomas W. Veazey. 
From our position, we had a full and perfect view of the enemy’s hostile armament, and saw nothing with it, or 
preceded or followed it, that indicated or had the appearance of a flag of truce, according to the established usage 
of civilized nations. 
We understand a flag of truce to be a mission for a pacific purpose, accompanied by men without arms, and 
unprotected by a naval or military force. 
The barges moved up the river in close and compact order; the leading boat a few yards ahead of the rest, said 
to be Admiral Cockburn’s, carried a colored flag, and was escorted by not less than fitteen armed barges, and full 
of armed men, immediately in its rear, and evidently approached in a menacing manner and with hostile intentions. 


Given under our hands, this 10th day of June, 1813, 


Joshua Ward, John Loftis, 

John W. Etherington, John Duffoy, 

Dela F. Heath, John Etherington, 

John V. Price, Moses N. Carson, 

Henry E. Coalman, Hezekiah Dowlin, his + mark, 
Samuel Dixon, James 3S. Price, 

Joshua Greenwood, Elias See, 

Robert H. Maxwell, George Beaster. 


ra William Etherington, 
We saw no flag of any description. 


~ Joseph Davis, John Conly, his + mark, 
William Roberts, Nicholas 'T. Franks, his + mark, 
Dormer Oakes, Joshua Haflington, 


Mesbuk Kendrick, his + mark, Nathan Farrow, his + mark. 


Srate oF Marytanp, Ceci. County, ss. 

On the 10th day of June, Anno Domini 1813, personally appeared each and every person whose names are 
subscribed to the foregoing certificate, before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for the county and State afore- 
said, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that the facts detailed in the foregoing certificate 


are true to the best of their knowledge and belief. 
Sworn before H. B. PENINGTON. 


I do hereby certify that | was at the breastwork near Fredericktown, on the 6th ultimo, when the British 
came up the river in their barges, and that I did not see a flag of truce, nor do [ believe that the commanding officer 
at the breastwork knew or supposed there was any such thing in or among the barges. As witness my hand this 


12th day of June, 1813. 
JAMES SCANLAN. 


Sworn to before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for Cecil county, and State of Maryland, the day and year 
abovementioned. ; 
H. B. PENINGTON. 


The deposition of Richard Barnaby, of Fredericktown, in Cecil county, Maryland, aged about forty-eight years. 


Being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that, on the morning of the 6th of May, after the engagement took place at 
the fort below this town, that he went a short distance out of town to see some females to a place of safety, and, on 
his return, he met about twenty of the British troops armed, commanded by an officer, who observed, on meeting of 
him, here is one of the damned rascals from the fort; and then inquired where the damned rascals which were at the 
fort had run to, and ordered him to go with him and show them to him. The deponent observing he did not know 
where they were, the officer swore he was a liar, and drew his sword, and threatened to kill him; one of the men 
presented a bayonet, and another drew a dirk, and swore if he did not go he would run it through him. He after- 
wards went with them as far as Captain Francis B. Chandler’s house, at which time Francis B. Chandler was 
going towards his house; and, on their hearing some person call him captain, the officer ordered his men to take 
him: the admiral coming up at the time, inquired the reason that house was set on fire. Afterwards this depo- 
nent returned to his own house with the admiral, and requested of him not to have it set on fire. ‘The admiral pro- 
mised it should not be burnt if he would furnish him with thirty fowls, which he promised he would do. He fur- 
nished them with about thirteen fowls. They then took away and destroyed nearly the whole of his furniture which 


was in the house, and his provisions, and left him. 
Given under my hand this 12th June, 1813. 
RICHARD BARNABY. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace for Cecil county, the day and year above written. 
H. B. PENINGTON. 


The deposition of Francis B. Chandler, of Fredericktown, Cecil county, Maryland, aged about thirty-nine years. 


Being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that, on the morning of the 6th of May last, just as he returned from the fort, 
he was standing near his house, and saw a British party, consisting of about fifty persons, armed and headed by an 
officer, said to be a post captain, running up to his house; that he, this deponent, stepped upon the steps of the 
house and requested the officer not to enter; that he caught him by the breast, and called him a damned rascal, and 
pulled him from off the steps, and then entered the house, with the whole of the party, and gave three cheers, and 
ordered the men to go to work, and called for fire; that they immediately commenced cutting the stair case, win- 


dow sash, and breaking the glass, and set the house on fire in three places; that, at this time, Admiral Cockburn ar- 


rived, and he, this deponent, begged him to have the fire put out, until he would reason the case with him, and the 
Admiral asked him what he could do; if he could furnish thirty bullocks, in half an hour; that if he could not, the 


house should be burnt; and asked him if he would to get them; and upon this deponent replying in the affirma- 
tive, ordered the fire to be ES out for the present: that he, this deponent, got upon his horse, and rode about half a 
mile, when he fell in with Colonel Veazey, and informed him what he was after; and that the Colonel told him to 


go back and inform the Admiral that he should not have them: that he returned and informed the Admiral of it, 
who then asked him what else he could do; and if he had a good deal of poultry; and upon replying yes, told him 
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he must have it; and ordered his men to catch it; which was done and carried off: that then, by the great persuasion 
and entreaty of this deponent’s wife and sister, the house was ordered not to be burnt; but the sister of this depo- 
nent was much abused by one of their inferior officers, for her exertions in endeavoring to save the property: that 
this deponent had his warehouse burnt by them, with a considerable quantity of goods in it, and that he himself was 
a prisoner with them for about three hours. 

Given under my hand this 12th June, 1813. FRANCIS B. CHANDLER. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, a justice of the peace for Cecil county, the day and year above written. 
H. B. PENINGTON. 


On this 12th day of June, 1813, personally appeared Jonathan Greenwood, aged thirty years, and being first 
sworn on the Holy py ee of Almighty God, did declare, and say: that, on the morning of the 6th of May last, 
upon the landing of the British forces at Fredericktown, where this deponent resides, an officer and two sailors 
came to said deponent’s house, and swore that, if they had not found him without arms, they would have thrust him 
through with their bayonets; they then retired, fell in with some other forces, which soon after came to deponent’s 
house, broke it open, took whatever they conveniently could carry away, and destroyed the rest, with their cutlas- 
ses and dirks, and burned it, with his dwelling house, store house, and kitchen. The oflicers appeared to be most 
active in the destruction of his property. The houses in the town were, soon after, generally, set on fire and des- 


troyed. 
, JONATHAN GREENWOOD. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, a justice of the peace for Cecil county, on the day and year above written. 
H. B. PENINGTON. 


The deposition of Captain John Allen, of Fredericktown, Cecil county, Maryland, aged about fifty-one years. 


Being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that, on the morning of the 6th May last, when the British forces landed, 
on the beach of Fredericktown, and marched up through the streets, they fell in with this deponent at his brother 
James Allen’s house. The troops were headed by their commanding officer, (Admiral Cockburn, as this deponent 
was informed by one of the men) and observed, who the damnation are these that kept such a firing upon us—are they 
regulars? This deponent answered no, they were militia; he then asked where they were gone, and was told he 
did not know; he then asked, where are all the men of the town? and was informed they were moved out; he said 
he had sent word to the shore that, if he was not fired upon, he would not destroy any property, and turned round 
and observed, to a black boy standing by, you black son of a bitch was one of the persons I sent word by; which the 
boy denied. He then ordered the men to go on and burn and destroy, which they executed with fidelity. ‘This de- 
ponent then begged the admiral to spare his house (meaning the house of James Allen) as his brother’s wife was 
confined up stairs, in a very delicate situation, with an infant only two days old. He then ordered her to be cleared 
out; Mrs. M’Donnah, his wife’s mother, run out, clasping her hands, and begged for God’s sake to spare her child, 
tor if she was removed her life would be lost. He then ordered, spare this house. He now marched off after the 
men that had been gone for some little time, and shortly after returned on horse back. ‘This deponent then request- 
ed the Admiral to spare him one house, that he might collect his family together in, after it should please Providence 
to restore peace between the two nations. He then directed this deponent to get him some fowls, whe informed him 
he had none; he damned him, and asked if he could not get them, and was told no; immediately afterwards a fire 
was made in the storehouse, and consumed. While George and Frederick towns were in flames, the Admiral, in the 
presence of this deponent, observed to his officers, well my lads, thisjlooks well; to which no reply was made, and he 
ordered all hands on board of the boats. That this deponent saw the British, two and a half miles off, coming up, 
and saw no flag of truce, or any thing like it. That this deponent was of opinion the defence made by Colonel 
Veazey, and the men under his command, was such as to entitle them to much credit, and justified by every circum- 
stance within his knowledge; though himself and brother are sufferers to nearly one-half of the property in Freder- 


icktown. 
JOHN ALLEN. 
Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 12th day of June, 1813, a justice of the peace for Cecil county. 
H. B. PENINGTON. 


— 


The deposition of Joshua Ward, living about one mile from Fredericktown, in Cecil county, aged forty-four. 


Being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that, from the best information he could obtain, from those persons that were 
left at his house, that a party of British, consisting of between thirty and forty men, commanded by an officer, said 
to be a post captain, on the 6th of May last, went to his house, and immediately placed a guard around it, inquired 
particularly for him, and searched every part of the house, swearing they would sacrifice him; being disappointed in 
finding me, they then began to destroy the tables, chairs, looking glasses, &c.; when they had completed the 
destruction of such furniture as they could not take off with them, the officer himself took down a pair of hand- 
some looking glasses, and others of the party took as much of the best bedding, clothing, plate, window cur- 
tains, &c. as they could conveniently carry with them; my little boy’s clothes they carried off on the point of their 
bayonets; before they left the house, they put powder in every room below stairs, an officer got fire himself from the 
kitchen, and had it kindled in the different rooms, and a bed put in the cellar with a part of the broken chairs, ta- 
bles, &c. and a fire kindled; they then left the house, but continued in the yard until the fire was bursting from the 
windows, and swore, that, if there was an attempt to extinguish the fire, they would put the person to death; that 
they intended to return and burn every thing on the farm: they fired at one of my sons, not twelve years of age, as 


he was driving off'a flock of sheep. mENUA WARS 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, a justice of the peace for Cecil county, Maryland, this 14th June, 1813. 


H. B. PENINGTON. 


The deposition of Toilus Robertson, aged about thirty-four yea: s, who did live within about one mile of Frederick- 
“ town, Cecil county, Maryland. 


This deponent states, that, on the morning of the 6th of May, he was at the breastwork near Fredericktown, at 
the time the British armament came up the Sassafras river; that he saw no flag of truce; that, after the militia were 
obliged to retreat, he returned home, and in a very short time saw a party of the British coming towards his house, 
and he and his family left their house, except two black women and a black man, who state that the British took 
the deponent’s household furniture, and piled it up in the yard before the house door, and set them on fire, which com- 
municated to the house, and consumed it also; the barn, which stood about one hundred yards from the house, was 
set on fire and consumed. This deponent lost all his household goods and provisions. He saw Fredericktown in 
flames, previous to his leaving his house, which alarmed himself and family to that degree, that he abandoned his 


house for their safety. " 
; _ Witness my hand, TOILUS ROBERTSON. 
Sworn and subscribed to, before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for Cecil county, Maryland, this four- 


ieenth day of June, 1813. 
H. B. PENINGTON. 
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The deposition of Moses N. Cannon, aged about thirty-two, who lives within about one-half mile of Frederick- 
town, in Cecil county, Maryland. 


This deponent states that he was at the breastwork, near Fredericktown, on the 6th May last, when the British 
armament came up the Sassafras river; that he saw no flag of truce; that, after the militia were obliged to retreat, 
he returned home, and was occupied in turning horses out of his wheat field, when a party of the British came 
to his house; he rode up to them, and they informed him that he was their prisoners and on his observing that he 
was in their power, they inquired of himyif he had any thing to drink, and he answering in the negative, they told 
him they had got something to eat, and asked him if he wanted his house burnt; and he answering in the negative, 
they told him to go then to the captain, that he was in the house, and would set fire to it; and on his going towards 
the house he met the person whom they called the captain, with another person with him, loaded with his, this 
deponent’s, bed clothes, a pair of boots, and a number of other articles, carrying them towards his men, who 
were formed outside the yard; at the time, an officer on horseback rode up and inquired of the deponent where the 
damned militia were; he observed to him that they had retreated, pointing at the same time towards a wood; 
he observed he must burn the deponent’s house, and on the deponent expostulating with him, and stating the 
disadvantage he would labor under, in case his house was burnt, he then inquired of him the road to the mouth 
of Elk river, and if he, the officer, could march his men there, and the deponent observed that his Government 
would not permit him to give him any instructions; and the officer observed that he knew that as well as the depo- 
nent, but that he might trust a British officer, and smiled, and turned his horse, and ordered his men to march, and 
they went off, without burning the house or asking any more questions. The deponent then went to a neighboring 
house to see about a part of his'family, and on his return back towards his house, he was fired on by a party of the Bri- 
tish, stationed in the public road, about one hundred and fifty yards from the deponent’s house; he then retreated 
across the field, and abandoned his house; he saw, after riding from the party who fired on him, a party going to- 
wards his house, who, as he supposes, destroyed, or took away, the residue of his household goods, and broke the 
window glass, sash, doors, and id considerable damage to his house. Fredericktown was on fire about the time the 


first party of the British came to the deponent’s house. i as 
Witness my hand. MOSES N. CANNON. 
Sworn to and subscribed, before me, a justice of the peace for Cecil county, Maryland, this fourteenth day of 


June, 1813. 
H. B. PENINGTON. 


SassaFras Neck, Cecil County, June 28, 1813. 

I do hereby certify, that, being in the fort at Fredericktown, on Sassafras river, on the morning of the 6th of 

May last, when a battle took place with the British and the militia, under the command of Colonel Thomas W. 

Veazey, 1 distinctly saw the enemy, from the time they first came in view, and discerned no flag of truce, or any 

ihing resembling one. The enemy, after some resistance, landed, burned Frederick and George towns, and destroy- 

ed a great deal of other private property. My house, about eight miles on the river from the fort, was plundered 
by them on their way down the river. 

JNO. T. VEASY. 


H. B. PENINGTON. 


Sworn before 


Valuation of Property destroyed in Fredericktown. 


























OWNERS” NAMES. SPECIES OF PROPERTY. AMOUNT. 
“4 
Captain John Allen. ‘ . | Dwelling house, kitchen, and meat house, ‘ . $1,200 00 
Small house, : : . ; 200 00 
Small do. . m . ‘ ; 300 00 
Stable and carriage house, . ; ; 100 00 
| Granary, : ° ‘ ; . 1,000 00 
—__——_ $2,800 00 
Richard Barnaby, . ‘ . | Furniture and apparel, ; : ‘ ; 411 00 
John Barnaby, ; ; . | House and kitchen, . ; : ‘ 350 00 
House and kitchen, . ; , ‘ 500 00 
ea 850 00 
John H. Brown, . ‘ . | Wearing apparel, : ' ; : ‘ 47 00 
Captain Frs. B. Chandler, . | Granary and shed, near bank, . : . 1,000 00 
Granary on wharf, ‘ ; ‘ ‘ 250 00 
aoe 1,250 00 
Jonathan Greenwood, : . | Dwelling house, kitchen, and store house, . 1,226 00 
Merchandise, ‘ : : : 792 374 
puneaneen 2,018 373 
Mrs. Ann Moore, . ~~ | Dwelling house, ; ‘ ‘ . 1,200 00 
| Furniture, &c. ‘ ‘ : . 447 00 
1,647 00 
Joseph Jarvis, : . . | House, ; , . ‘ . , 50 00 
Elizabeth M’Clannan, . . | House, ; ; ‘ : ‘ : 100 00 
James Mitchell, ; . . | Dwelling house, kitchen, and meat house, ; 3 300 00 
Moses Cannon, ; ‘ . | Furniture, apparel, &c. ; , : . 250 00 
Toilus Robertson, . ‘ . | Furniture, apparel, &c. . ' , ‘ 208 00 
James Williamson, . ‘ . | Furniture, apparel, &c. ; : ; . 153 25 
Joshua Ward, - « . | Dwelling house and kitchen, ‘ . 2,500 00 
Furniture, apparel, &c. ‘ ‘ . 2,836 45 
——_—— 5,336 45 
John Ward, senr. . ; . | Tenant’s house, ; . . , ‘ 450 00 
Sum total, , $15,871 07% 
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Property destroyed in Georgetown. 
OWNERS’ NAMES. SPECIES OF PROPERTY. AMOUNT. 
Ann Bagwell, ° Furniture, &c. $156 00 
Smith Bagwell’s heirs, Shoemaker’s shop, ‘ . ’ 200 00 
Margaret Downs, Dwelling house and kitchen, bet , . 150 00 
Denis Donlevy, Household furniture, apparel, musical instruments, books, pro- 
; vision, &c. &c. &e. . , : : ; 3,744 15 
Thomas Dollis, Furniture, apparel, carpenter’s tools, &c. . ‘ 110 00 
Margaret Jackson, ‘ Houses, furniture, apparel, money, tools, &c. &c. &e. 1,865 75 
Arthur Nicholson’s heirs, Dwelling house,&c. . ‘ : 350 00 
Mary Nicholson, ‘ Furniture, apparel, &c. 150 00 
Joseph Jarvis, . Furniture, apparel, &c. . 67 123 
Archibald M’Neill. . House, ° ‘ 200 00 
Fanny M’Neill, Furniture, apparel, &c. , ° 109 87; 
Philip F. Rasin, Granary, , $300 00 
Furniture, apparel, &c. . 128 75 
— 428 75 
Isabella Faggert. Furniture, apparel, &c. . ; ‘ : : 134 56 
Robert Usilton, Furniture, apparel, &c. . ; ; ‘ , 119 60 
Mrs. Wilson, Dwelling house, kitchen, and two out houses, . . 1,800 00 
William Inland. Dwelling house, kitchen, stable, and carriage houses, . 850 00 
Mrs. Pearer, . ‘ Dwelling house, brick, kitchen, stable and carriage house, : 850 00 
Mrs. Mary Everitt. Carriage house, . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 80 00 
Jacob Roads, .  . , Old house, ° . , ; . 40 00 
Heirs of William Pope. Tavern house, granary, two story stable and carriage house, 1,000 00 
Miss Stengises, ; , Good brick dwelling hen and kitchen, . 2,500 00 
Arthur Nicholson’s heirs, , ‘ : ‘ , , ' 200 00 
Isabella Freeman, , Dwelling house, kitchen, stable, and carriage house, . 800 00 
Mrs. Mary Henry, . Store house, . : , ‘ 250 00 
Robert Elliott, Dwelling house, kitchen, and stable, 300 00 
Stepney Congo. : . | Dwelling house, : ; ‘ 150 00 
Ann Peare, : : . | Dwelling house and kitchen, . , 150 00 
William Jackson, . ‘ . | Dwelling house, kitchen, store house, and granary, 500 00 
Inois Spuran, . 3 Dwelling house and kitchen, ; 1,000 00 
Heirs of Alex. Williamson. Dwelling house, kitchen, &c. 1,500 00 
Sum total, Georgetown, ‘ ; $19,755 81 
Ditto, Fredericktown, ‘ 15,871 07% 
Whole amount, . $35,626 882 











The within is an inventory of property burned, otherwise destroyed, or taken away, on the sixth day of May 
last, by the British forces, commanded by Rear Admiral Cockburn, in Frederick and George towns, and the vicinity 
thereof, situated on Sassafras river, Eastern Shore, State of Maryland; taken by the subscribers, on oath. when they 
had a competent knowledge thereof; but when they had not a satisfactory knowledge of the property destroyed as 
aforesaid, schedules thereof were taken from the owners upon oath. The subscribers have sufficient reasons to be- 
lieve. indeed, that property toa very considerable amount has been destroyed or taken away by the aforesaid Bri- 
tish forces, from the above mentioned places, which they can obtain no correct or satisfactory account of. 


JOHN J. COX, 

JOHN MAXWELL 

JAMES BLACKISTON. 
June 28, 1813. 


Eastern Suore, Maryland, 
Marenco, 18¢h Suly, 1813. 
Sir: 

Multiplied engagements and forgetfulness, succeeding each other, have prevented my forwarding to you this 
statement of the depredations committed on my property at Sharp’s Island, by the enemy, while in the Chesapeake. 
On the 12th of April, while I was in the act of removing my stock, &c. they landed upwards of a hundred men and 
prevented my removing any thing. They detained me on the island until the seventeenth, in which time they were 
principally engaged in getting water. Declarations were made by Admiral Warren and the otker officers, that every 
thing of the stock or grain kind, taken away, should be paid for at a fair price. Admiral Cockburn was, as I am in- 
formed, at this time sent up the bay with the advance detachment of the fleet. Admiral Warren’s ship and a few 
tenders only, remained about the island. At that time they took twenty-eight hogs, four sheep, twelve cattle, thir- 
teen bushels of Indian corn, and informed me that they should allow the following prices for them: Hogs $24, 
sheep $24, cattle $13 a piece, corn $1 per bushel. On my return to the island some weeks afterwards, the accounts 
were made out to the amount of $247, bills on their Government for the amount, except about $54 in specie. Before 
I returned to the island, the fleet had all gone down the bay. I understood from the inhabitants, living in sight of 
the island, that the enemy had paid the island another visit, and had made a general sweep of the stock. On m 
arrival at the island I found it too true. They had taken all my sheep, in number 91; sixty-five of which were one-half 
and three-fourths blood merinoes, and one full blood ram, which cost me $95, eighteen head of cattle, and about 
twenty hogs. ‘They left a bill on their Government for $133 and cash to the amount of $40. They took all the 
poultry, shot ina wanton manner one of the finest boars which this country could produce, and which was much 
admired by Admiral Warren for his uncommon beauty and breed, and who forbid, as a favor to me, that he should 
be disturbed. ‘They bayoneted others, which they left wounded, and which would have been lost, had my overseer 
not saved a part by killing them. They left nothing for the sheep only a promise of $2 per head. I have estimated 
my loss, arising principally from this last visit, at $1,203, as will appear by the following statement: 
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18 cattle, at $13, : ° - - - - - $234 00 

20 hogs, at $4, - - - ° ° » ‘ 80 00 

55 } and ¢ blood lambs, at $10, - ° ‘ _ e : 550 00 

36 common stock with fleece, at $6, - : ‘ : ‘ 216 00 

4 taken at the first visit, merinoes, at $10, - ‘ ‘ a 40 00 

_ : $1,120 00 

Deduct $24 paid for the first four, . - . : P 10 00 

$1,110 00 

1 full blood merino ram, - - - . . . 95 00 

, 1,205 00 

Bills and cash left, - - - - - - - 173 00 

— 1,032 00 

Trouble and expense of reinstating stock, - - - - . 100 00 
pe 

$1,132 00 





I will give those prices to any person who will reinstate the same number of stock and kine, at the close of the 
war, or deliver them at any of my farms, the ram excepted, as I have raised others of the same kiad. The injury 
done me by breaking up the flock of sheep is far beyond the prices stated, as they cannot be reinstated for several 
years. The destruction of the ram was a wanton outrage, as he was not fit to be eaten. He was bayoneted, and I 
believe left on the island. This, I presume, was aimed at our manufactures. 

There will be a loss of at least 20 ry cent. upon the bills if sold here, and probably a total loss if I wait for the 
British Government to pay them. Add this to the amount above given, makes the total Joss $1,203. 


Your friend and servant, 
JACOB GIBSON. 


James Nan, Lsquire, near Easton. 


Ta.sot County, set. 

On the 20th July, 1813, came Jacob Gibson, Esquire, before me, one of the justices of the peace for the State of 
Maryland, and for Talbot county aforesaid, and made oath, on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that what is 
contained in the within instrument of writing is just and true, as stated, as near as he can ascertain. 


WILLIAM HARRISON, Jr. 


Unirep States’ Fricate Apams, July 24, 1813. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter from Lieutenant Read, giving the particulars of the loss of the 
schooner Asp, and the inhuman conduct of the enemy to her commander, Mr. Segourney. Another letter from 
Lieutenant Reed, of the same date, mentions that no part of the enemy’s force were then above Blackstone’s Island. 
He further states, that, in their attempts to land on the Virginia shore, they have been invariably repulsed. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
: C. MORRIS. 
Hon. Witi1am Jones, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Unrrep Srares’ Currer Scorpion, Poromac, July 23d, 1813. 


Sire: 

It is with much pain I have to inform you of the death of poor Segourney, who was killed a few days ago, (I 
cannot say when) gallantly defending his vessel. He was attacked whilst lying in Kinsale creek, by three laun- 
ches, and after a sharp contest beat them off. ‘They, however, on gaining the mouth of the creek, were reinforced 
by two more, and again renewed the conflict. About this time Mr. Segourney got wounded through the body. The 
crew, on seeing him fall, having no officer capable of leading them, jumped overboard and gained the shore; when 
the enemy, who by this time succeeded in getting on board, finding the colors still flying and Segourney sitting up, 
barbarously knocked his brains out with the butt end of a musket. 

At the commencement of the action, Mr. Segourney thinking them too strong for him, had ran the schooner on 
shore, in which situation the enemy found her, and not being able to get her off, set her on fire. ‘The militia, how- 
ever, (who must have been slow in collecting) by this time got down and beat them off, retook the schooner, and ex- 
tinguished the flames. _ 

They have since buried Mr. Segourney with the honors of war. 

{ have not heard any thing of the crew. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i : GEO. C. REED. 

Captain Cuartes Morris, United States’ frigate Adams. 


P. S. All this I have from authority which cannot be doubted. 


Extract of a letter from Midshipman H. M. M’Clintock, dated Kinsale, July 19th, 1813, to the Secretary of the 
Navy Department. 


** We were attacked by five boats; we continued doing the same as before, but having so few men we were un- 
able to repel the enemy; when they boarded us they refused giving any quarter; there were upwards of fifty men on 
our decks, which compelled us to leave the vessel, as the enemy had possession; they set her on fire and retreated.” 


Extract of a letter from John Tuberville, ar a ae - re yy ith Regiment of the Virginia Militia, dated 
insale, July 20th, . 


“arrived myself at the place of capture before the colors were lowered, and am confident that, even at that 
time, their numbers, amounting to between sixty and seventy, might have been reduced one half, before they could 
make their escape, could I have commanded twenty determined men. The gallant commandant fell before the en- 
emy boarded him, by a ball which passed through his body, but continued to fight to the last extremity. When there 
were forty or hfty of the enemy on deck, one of the schooner’s crew asked for quarter, which was denied him. At 
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this instant the few men remaining made their escape by swimming to the shore, and Mr. Segourney was instantiy 
shot through the head. ‘The vessel was shortly set on fire, and the barges moved off. ‘The officers fought bravely, 
and Mr. M’Clintock defended the vessel with much credit to himself, after the commanding officer was wounded. 


Hon. WiitiaM Jonrs, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Newesers, Judy 19th, 1818. 


Sir: 

On Sunday night, the 11th instant, an English fleet, consisting of one seventy-four, three frigates, one brig, and 
three schooners, anchored about one mile {rom Ocracock bar; about day-break we were informed of it at Portsmouth, 
by persons from Ocracock. I immediately got up and ordered the cutter to get under way and run up to Newbern 
and give the alarm, which she did, but made a very narrow escape from the barges, as she was obliged to beat over 
the swash against wind and tide, while they could row a straight course. [ believe Admiral Cockburn had intended 
to have visited Newbern for the purpose of robbing the banks, but was prevented by the cutter making her escape 
togivethealarm. Indeed he said such washis intention, and was very much exasperated because the barges did net take 
her. I believe there were as many as twenty-five barges that crossed the bar, and I think there could not have been 
fess than three thousand regulars, marines, and sailors in them: they captured the privateer brig Anaconda of New 
York, and the letter of marque schooner Atlas, of Philadelphia, both valuable fast sailing vessels; they then landed 
on Portsmouth and Ocracock, and such a cruel wanton destruction of property was scarcely ever witnessed; they 
broke in pieces almost every species of furniture, cut open beds, and scattered the feathers, and even carried their 
villany to such a length as tv roy many women of their children’s clothes without leaving them a second suit to 
their backs. ‘The officers pretended there should be no depredations committed; and when complaints were made 
to them they would say, ** point out the fellow and he shall be corrected,” well knowing it was impossible to iden- 
tify any one of them, among such a number of strangers. They took off of the two places two hundred cattle, four 
hundred sheep, and sixteen hundred fowls, for which they pretended to pay the inhabitants, some of whom f be- 
lieve received more than compensation, and others received nothing: in short, they have ruined almost all on the pla- 
ces. | had time to send my trunk with what bonds and money there are belonging to the United States, on board 
the cutter, which escaped; I also had time to bring a few of the most valuable papers belonging to the office; itis well 
I did, for they destroyed my office entirely, every paper in it, both public and private; they destroyed my library and 
all other property of mine they could tind, about eight hundred dollars’ worth; and then sent me on board the 
seventy-four, where they detained me two days, until they had embarked and ready to sail. [ was on shore twe 
days before they discovered I was a public officer; 1 presume they sent me on beard to prevent observation. Alter 
they had kept me until they were ready to start, they turned me adrift in the ocean in a small boat with four Spa- 
niards, not one of whom was acquainted with the bar more than myself, in consequence of which we got into the 
breakers and very narrowly escaped being all lost; all these things were transacted under the direction of the hu- 
mane Admiral Cockburn. I believe. from the conversation | overheard, that they intend to visit Beaufort, then 
Wilmington, and so on to the southward. 

My returns will be made as svon as I can get what remain in some kind of order. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. S. SINGLETON, Collector. 


Hon. Wiiiiam Jones, Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


On the morning of the 3d May, the day the British, under the command ef Admirai Cockburn, made the attack 
on the town of Havre de Grace, on my return from the commons where I had deposited some ammunition, I ob- 
served an oflicer on the horse of Mr. James Wood of this place, a few paces in a southwest direction of the 
church. At first sight 1 was of the opinion it was one of our own officers, which I thought to be Adjutant M’Kinna, 
having heard but a few moments before, the voice of John O’Neill crying out in words to this effect: ** damn it 
men, return; we can certainly beat the rascals off.°” I was, however, deceived, as this officer was the person who took 
O'Neill prisoner while in the act of entreating the militia to return. Not knowing at that time O’ Neill was taken 
by him, | advanced in a direction towards the church on my way to the magazine, to assist in carrying off more am- 
munition, when I discovered in the front of the church a file of marines. ‘To the best of my recollection, | was then 
at a distance of from 100 to 150 yards from the officer on horseback, and I think about the same from three militia men, 
when this officer (said to be Lieutenant Westfall) with a drawn sword in his hand, it being the only flag he carried, 
cried out two or three times, ** will you surrender?” One of the militia men made answer, but what it was | could 
not distinctly hear, and immediately fired on him, and it is said wounded him in the hand. Finding it impossible to 
reach the magazine, the marines being then round the church, which was contiguous to it, I bent my course towards 
Mrs. Sears’ tavern, in hopes of finding some of the British officers there, and by entreaty to save some of the private 
property, which | was fearful would be destroyed. On reaching Mrs. Sears’ sign post, I found the first division of 
boats had just reached the wharf, and two large guns were fired, one of which threw a ball on the roof and knocked 
off some shingles; the firing then ceased, when two other gentlemen with myself advanced on the wharf and asked 
for the commander of that division of boats. A person, whom If supposed to be a midshipman from his appearance, 
answered ** Captain Lawrance will be here directly;” he then asked a number of questions, such as, *“* have you any 
newspapers? how many militia have you? and where are they stationed? where is your post office?” &c. &c-. to all of 
which we carefully avoided giving any direct answer. Some of the barges then warped up along side of the wharf, 
when I thought it most prudent to leave them, being fearful that I should be made a prisoner. I then walked up te- 
wards the ferry house, tollowed by the two gentlemen who went with me on the wharf; we were met by an officer, 
who immediately ordered us back. After reaching the lower end of the wharf, the midshipman before mentioned, 
said, **sir, this is Captain Lawrance,” pointing to the officer; Lawrance then addressed us in words to this amount: 
“*what have you got to say for yourselves; where is your mayor or chief magistrate??? He’ was told we had no 
mayor, and that there was no magistrate in the place. He then asked, *‘ are you prepared to ransom the town?” I asked 
him what sum he demanded; he said about $20,000. We told him no such sum could be raised. ** Why, then,” he 
replied, ** did you fire on us; had you not done that, and hung out a flag, we would have treated you better.” I then 
asked him what was their intention in coming, and in what manner they would have acted had a flag been hung out 
on their approach? ‘To the first question he gave no answer, but after a short pause observed, ** about one half the 
sum now demanded would have been taken.”” He was then told, small as that might appear to him, it could not 
have been raised. ** Then,” says he, turning hastily around, ** in three quarters of an hour your town shall be in flames; 
you shall now feel the effects of war.” The said Captain Lawrance then went into the tavern of Mrs. Sears, and 
with two or three men brought out a bale or box of goods, (which was said to have been lodged there the night before, 
belonging to a lady in Georgetown) and placed a few paces in front of the house; another officer (name unknown) 
entered afterwards, and brought cut a second box, and placed it near the first. Captain Lawrance then turned to him 
and said, “sir, I have placed a guard here; we must now attend to other business; we will see to this,” (pointing to 
the goods,) **to-night.”’ ‘The order to fire the houses was then given, and Captain Lawrance walked down street 
and entered the store of 8. Hogg & Co., the door of which had been previously broken open, and a few men were 
in the act of taking off wearing apparel, &c.; others had got to the counting room desk in search of money, scattering 
the papers, &c. on the floor. ‘I'he shameful act of pilfering the goods was however reserved>for the redoubtable 
Captain Lawrance; he it was who first began the shameful scene, so disgraceful to an officer, by taking down knives, 
for s, &c. saying “tha! the very thing we want;” and, turning round, called in a fresh set of plunderers, and said 

boys, here is fine plunder:” the men did not wait a second invitation, but set in with their worthy leader, and in a 
short time emptied the store, excepting some articles which were of little value. 
WM. T. KILLPATRICK. 
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P. S. When I found that Captain Lawrance ordered his men in the store, and gave the order to plunder, I 
remonstrated with him on the impropriety of such proceeding, and observed that, with civilized nations at war, private 
property had always been respected. He replied, in a hasty manner, * you ought to be more particular in your 
choice of representatives; you wanted war, and you shall now fee! the effects.” V.T. K. 

Sworn to, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1813, before 

ELIJAH DAVIS. 


Personally came James Wood, of Havre de Grace, before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace for 
Harford county, and made oath, according to law, that, on Monday morning, the 3d of May, 1813, between day- 
light and sunrise, as he was riding in the town of Havre de Grace, he discovered some men tn the act of hauling up 
the shore a piece of artillery that had been mounted on the battery, and from their dress and the dulness of the 
morning, he took them to be Americans, nor did he discover his mistake until he was made prisoner and compelled 
to dismount; upon which the officer commanding the British immediately mounted his horse. A short period after 
he was ordered on board of a barge in company with some other prisoners, which barge was moved up to Mrs. Sears? 
wharf, in company with other barges. Some short time after, he discovered a house at some distance {rom the water 
to be on fire, which excited some surprise, (the house belonged to Mr. John Tucker.) He observed to the cockswain 
of the boat, there was a house on fire, and asked him if he did not suppose it to be set on fire bya rockets; he replied 
** perhaps it might.” Directly after, | saw the British kindling a fire in the yard of Mrs. Sears, and asked them for 
what that was intended. The cockswain answered *‘ to set that house on fire.” I then asked them, *‘ why, you are 
not going to burn the building?’ The reply from au officer on board the same barge (and who, I believe, aad not 
been on shore) was, * yes, sir, we shall lay your town in ashes; and in a few minutes I saw a general conflagration 
of the greater part of the best buildings, dudes the time I remained on board, which was until a very short time 
before they left the place. [I saw the officers as well as men in small squads bringing on board the barges, as they 
lay at the wharf, piundered property of almost every description, and depositing it. During the time, an officer 
brought on board a large trunk or box, and calling to one of the men said, **1 will give you two dollars to take care 
of this for me; this is my own plunder; this was a stage passenger’s property, and therefore is mine.” He further 
declares that he has no knowledge of any flag of truce being hel: out by the British, nor does he believe there was any. 

JAMES WOOD. 


ELIJAH DAVIS. 


Sworn to, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1513, betore 


Personally came Roxana Moore, before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of Harford county, State of 
Maryland, and maile oath, according to law, that on Monday morning, the 3d of May, in consequence of the firing 
of the British into the town of Havre de Grace, I fled for safety (my husband being from home) into the cellar of the 
house in which I lived; that, upon the firing having stopped, I came up, and meeting an officer on horseback, and who 
was wounded in the hand, | applied to him for protection, fearing injury from some of the men. He replied, ** I 
will not hurt you, nor shall my men, but I will burn your house.” I answered him that I could not get out of it 
with my little children. He replied, ** then [ will burn your howse with you and your children in it.” They pro- 
ceeded a little further, and, after having set fire to my neighbor Richard Mansfield’s tavern house, a number of 
them returned and entered iny house, and began to pillage and plunder. ‘They took the whole of my bed clothes, 
my own clothes, and all my children’s, even to my youngest child’s, a baby not two months old, together with my 
cradle furniture. Upon my soliciting them to spare me some few things, one replied, ** I will take every thing I 
can, i’s what we came for,” and immediately seized a shawl from around my neck, and which was at that time 
nearly all the covering my little baby, whom 1 held in my arms, had, and carried it away; they more than once put 
tire to the house, but from the exertions of some of my neighbors it was as often put out. 

“he further declares that she never saw any flag of trace held out by the British, nor doth she believe there was any. 

ROXANA MOORE. 


ELIJAH DAVIs. 


Sworn to, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1813, before 
° e . 


Personally came Richard Mansfield, a citizen of Havre de Grace, before the subscriber, one of the justices of 
the peace for Harford county, Maryland, and made oath according to law, that on Monday morning, the 3d of 
May, 1813, being in his own house about sunrise, and viewing the British barges as they came up the river, they 
keeping up a continual firiag into the town, until they reached Mrs. Sears’ wharf, being about two hanidred yards 
below this deponent’s, when the firing ceased; they then landed, and, as well as he could discover at the distance 
from which he stood, immediately launched a 24 pounder on board a ferry boat, which bilged her, as she began to 
setile in the water as soon as they moved her out, and in a few minutes went down; during this time, two of the 
barges kept moving slowly up towards this deponent’s, and as soon as they landed, a petty officer ran to this depo- 
nent’s ferry boat and cailed out, ** there.is nothing in her; ** cast her off,” was the reply, which was instantly done. 
This deponent and his son being at this time on the wharf, discovered a British officer on horseback with several of 
his men at his heels, making to his house, upon which he returned and met them a few yards in front of his house. This 
officer, (whose name this deponent since !earned was Lieutenant Westfall, and who was wounded through the hand) 
immediately ordered the house to be set on fire. This deponent remonstrated against such procedure, urging its 
being unprecedented among civilized nations at war, to burn and destroy private property; that when nations were 
at war all public property became fair objects of destruction, but that private property had heretofore been respected, 
except such as might unfortunately be injured by the usual and customary mode of warfare, or that might be taken 
as provisions. His reply was, “by G—d it should be burnt.” This deponent and a Mr. King, who came with the 
officer, solicited for the moveable property that was in the house, it being furniture, stating to him //at chat was this 
deponent’s only dependence, and was all he had. He replied generally, by ordering his men to burn. During this 
conversation the men were in the house breaking and destroying every thing before them. Mr. King then begged 
the officer for one hour, saying that whatever could not be saved in that time might go. The officer’s reply was, 
* one hour, no, by G—d, not five minutes; bern that house.” Immediately they commenced, and had the dwelling 
house on five in four different places in a few minutes. ‘This deponent, together with Mr. King, continued to solicit 
for permission to save some furniture: after some time, Lieutenant Westfall observed, * you may save what you 
cau, and what you can save shall not be disturbed.” Exertions were then made by this deponent, his son, and Mr. 
King, to save trom the devouring flames, which proved successful for a short times; but a few minutes convinced us 
what little dependence was to be placed on the word of a British officer, as the men, aided by efficers, carried off 
what had been, by great exertions and considerable risk, saved from the flames. The enemy had been busily 
employed breaking, destroying, and carrying away, until the flames got to such height as to render it unsafe to go 
within the walls. They then commenced upon such property as this deponent had saved, carrying off every portable 
article, until their barges were stowed; ripping up beds, throwing the feathers to the air, cutting up chairs, breaking 
open desks, &c. &c. “The officer who made the attack on a walnut desk, refused to have it unlocked, but, after 
breaking open the lid, discovered the inner door, exultingly exclaimed, “ah! [ am used to such things,” or, * IT am 
acquainted with opening desks,” or some expression to that amount, and immediately broke it open, and continued 
his search as if for money. After having destroyed and carried off nearly the whole of this deponent’s rary, and 
seeing the buildings burnt down, they moved down to Mrs, Sears’ whari, and joined the other barges. This depo- 
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nent was then advised by some of his friends to apply to some of the officers and endeavor to get some of his property 
back, which he did, but found such obstacles in the way that. after getting a looking glass, and some two or three 
articles of small value, he gave it up; but upon meeting the admiral in person, he renewed his application, and after 
some time, was directed to go on board and get what he could; this deponent then stated the impossibility of suc- 
ceeding without an officer to accompany him. An officer was sent, but after repeated —— to get some of his 
property, he was, from the abuse and threats of being run through with a sword from an officer of marines, for 
claiming his property, compelled to decline any further exertions, after getting another looking glass, and a few 
more very trifling articles. Re i , : 

This deponent’s observations being confined to his own house, and its immediate neighborhood, which was at the 
upper end of the village, he was not an eye-witness to their savagelike conduct generally. One dwelling house and 
grocery store, the property of Mr. George Bartoll, which stood a few rods below, and in front of this deponent’s, he 
saw the enemy plundering, and breaking every thing to pieces, and ended by setting it on fire and burning it down; 
a number of houses were set on fire that were not consamed; a number they only robbed and broke the doors and 
windows; among the latter was the church, in which not one —e window was left whole. During the time this 
deponent was on Mrs. Sears® wharf, and on board the barges, he solicited for the prisoners, citizens of the town, to 
be set at liberty. naming those that he immediately saw and knew, among whom was James Sears, a youth of about 
seventeen, and John O’Neal, anaturalized Irishman, both of whom were, in a most positive manner, refused; and, 
as soon as O’Neal’s name was mentioned, the.officer, to whom the application was made, replied, “no!” swearing he 
would have O’Neal hung if he could. O’Neal has since been discharged on parole. This deponent declares that he 
has no knowledge of any flag of truce being sent by the British, nor does he believe there was any. 


R. MANSFIELD. 


Sworn to, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1813, before 
ELIJAH DAVIS. 


No. 8. 


Massacre and burning of American prisoners surrendered fo officers of Great Britain, by Indians in the British 
service. Abandonment of the remains of Americans killed in battle or murdered after the surrender to the Bri- 
tish. The pillage and shooting of American citizens, and the burning of their houses after surrender to the Bri- 
tish, under the guarantee of protection. 


Extract of a letter from Augustus B. Woodward, Esquire, to General Proctor. 
Detroit, February 2, 1813. 


** They [the inhabitants of Michigan] have entertained a constant apprehension that, when the American forces 
approach the territory, and when an engagement has taken place, the fury of the savage mind at the sight of blood, 
and in reflecting on the dead they lose, and, perhaps, on the retaliatory treatment of prisoners, or of the dead, which 
their cruel mode of warfare is always likely to produce, might drive them to an ignoble revenge on the prisoners 
they find in the country, and the inhabitants of it, who are American citizens. They, therefore, pressed this sub- 
ject on your attention, previous to the battle of the 22d of January, 1813; and felt satisfied with your assurance that 
you considered your own honor pledged for their effectual protection. 

** Since the result of that battle, facts are before their faces which they cannot shut their eyes apes Some of 
them are, perhaps, unknown to yourself. I will enumerate some which I believe there will be no difficulty in es- 
tablishing beyond the reach of contradiction. 

* First. Some of the prisoners, after the capitulation of the 22d of January, 1813, have been tomahawked by the 
savages. 

**Second. Some of the prisoners, after that capitulation, have been shot by the savages. 

“ Third. Some of the prisoners, after that capitulation, have been burnt by the savages. 

** Fourth. Some of the inhabitants of the territory of Michigan, citizens of the United States of America, after 
the capitulation, have been shot by the savages. 

** Fifth. The houses of some of the inhabitants of the territory, American citizens, after the capitulation, have 
been burnt by the savages. 

** Sixth. Some of the inhabitants, American citizens, after the capitulation, have been pillaged by the savages.” 


i. W. McLean, Esq. to Mr. Woodward. 


Sanowicu, February 9, 1813. 
Sir: 

You will have the goodness to appoint a day for the purpose of adducing, before Colonel Proctor, such proofs 
as you may have, to substantiate the assertions in your letter to him, relative to the slaughter of the enemy’s sick 
and wounded, on the 22d of January last. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. W. McLEAN, 4id-de-camp. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Woodward to General Proetor. 
Sanpwicn, February 10, 1813. 


** [ had the honor to receive, on the third day of this month, a verbal message from you, communicated to me by 
a a requesting me to procure some evidence of the massacre of the American prisoners on the 23d day of 

anuary last. _ 

*“*T met with only a few persons at Detroit who are inhabitants of the river Raisin, nor was it altogether a plea- 
sant task to those to relate, in these times, the scenes they have beheld. Some of them, however, appeared before 
a magistrate, and I send you copies of what they have stated. It will occur to you, sir,i mmediately, that what 
any of them state on the information of others, though not direct evidence in itself, leads to the source where it 
may be obtained. 

** In communicating your message, Major Muir added something having relation to American citizens who might 
be willing to take the oath to the King. 

“It will be obvious to you, sir, that, in a state of open and deciared war, a subject or citizen of one party can- 
not transfer his allegiance to the other party, without incurring the penalties of treason; and, while nothing can ex- 
cuse his guilt, so neither are those innocent who lay temptation before him. 

_ ** The principles adopted by the United States on the subject of expatriation are liberal, but are perfectly inap- 
plicable to a public enemy in time of war. 
Some of the French inhabitants of the territory of Michigan, citizens of the United States of America, have 
been much urged on this subject, and are apprehensive of being further troubled. 
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| had the further honor of receiving, on the 8th instant, your verbal message, by your aid-de camp, Mr. Mc 
Lean, acquainting me that there was no capitulation on the 22d of January, and that the prisoners surrendered at 
discretion. 

“1, therefore, beg pardon for that mistake. 

* The principles, however, of the law of nations impose an obligation almost equally strong.” 


No. XXV.—Transiarioa. 
Tenuirory ov MICHIGAN, 2 
District of Detroit, » 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit, Joseph 
Robert, an inhabitant on the river aux Raisins, who, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposes and says, that, 
on the next day after the battle on the said river Raisin, a short time after sunrise, he saw the Indians kill the Ameri- 
can prisoners with their tomahawks, and that they shot several, to wit, three; that the Indians set the house on fire, 
and that, in going out, the prisoners were massacred and killed as aforesaid, that is to say: three were shot, the 
others were killed in the houses, and burnt with the houses. The Indians burnt first the house of Jean Baptiste Je- 
reaume, and afterwards that of Gabriel Godtroy, Jr. The deponent has been informed that there were about forty- 
eight or forty-nine prisoners in the two houses. The deponent has seen dead bodies on the highway which the hogs 
were tearing and eating. Mr. Brunot told the deponent that the Indians had killed those of the prisoners who were 
least wounded, and that the others were burnt alive. 

Antoine Cuiellarie and Alexis Salliot, inhabitants of river Ecorces, told the deponent that two prisoners had 
been burnt in the house of Grandon, on the river aux Sables. ‘The deponent has heard that the Indians had tore 
out the hearts of the prisoners, and had brought them still smoking into the houses, but did not recollect the names 
of the informants; he believes, however, they were men worthy of credit. 

The deponent says further, that, after the first action on the river Raisin, the Indians fired on one named Solo, 
son-in-law to Stephen Labeau, an inhabitant on the river aux Sables, when returning from the house of Grandon to his 
father-in-law: on his arrival, he hallooed to his father-in-law to open the door, saying that he was mortally wounded; 
Stephen Labeau opened the door and told his son-in-law to throw himself on his bed, but that, in trying to move, he 
fell dead. An Indian knocked at the door, and Labeau having opened it, received a ball in his breast, and fell 
dead. The son of Labeau made his escape; the Indians shot several shots at him, which did not reach him. 

The deponent says further, that Baptiste Couteur was killed near the house of the deponent, on the day of the 
second battle on the river Raisin, a little after sunrise. 

The deponent says further, that the Indians have often threatened to burn his house and barn, if he did not 
march with them against the Americans. ‘The deponent says he is an American citizen. 

The deponent says that several of his neighbors have told him that they have received the same threat. Other 
settlements have been threatened with fire. ‘The mills and houses on the river "aux Roches were burnt in the month 
of September last, after the capitulation of Detroit. And further this deponent said not. 

JOSEPH ROBERT. 


Se. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, the 4th February, 1813. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


No. XXVI. 
‘TERRITORY OF et - 
District of Detroit, o 


Be it remembered. that, on this day, February the fourth, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, per- 
sonally came before the undersigned, a justice of the peace for the district aforesaid, viz. John M’Donnell, an 
inhabitant of the city of Detroit, who, after being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth 
and saith, that a few days after the battle of the 22d January last, (at the river Raisin) he was personally present at 
the house of James May, Esquire, when he heard the said James May ask Mr. William Jones, the acting agent for 
the Indian Department, if there would be any impropriety in purchasing the prisoners from the Indians; and that 
he heard the said William Jones say, ** that he thought there would be no impropriety in purchasing them, but would 
not undertake to authorize any person to do so;”” that in consequence of which, this deponent purchased three or 
four of the prisoners; amongst the number was one by the name of Hamilton, a private in the Kentucky 
volunteers, who declared to this deponent that on the first or second day after the battle at river Raisin, on 22d 
January last, as he and some of his fellow prisoners were marching with the Indians between this place and river 
Raisin, they came up to where one of the prisoners was burnt, the life just expiring, and an Indian kicking the ashes 
off his back, saying ** damned son of a bitch.” 

This deponent also further deposeth as aforesaid, that Doctor Bowers, a surgeon’s mate of the Kentucky volun- 
teers, who was purchased by him and some other gentlemen, stated to this deponent ** that he was left to take care 
of the wounded after the battle, but felt rather timid on account of the savages, but that lie received such assurances 
from Captain or Colonel Elliott of the safety of himself as well as the remaining prisoners, he concluded to stay, as 
sleighs were promised to be sent to fetch them away the next morning; that near about daylight of the morning fol- 
lowing the day of the battle, the Indians came into the house where said Bowers was with the other prisoners, and 
proceeded to plunder and tomahawk such as could not walk, and stripping the said Bowers and the wounded 
prisoners of all their clothes; that while the said Bowers and two other prisoners, named Searles and Bradford, as 
near as this deponent can recollect, were sitting by the fire in the Indian camp, an Indian came up who appeared 
to be drunk, and called the said Searles, as near as this deponent can recollect, a Madison or Washington, then took 
up a tomahawk and struck the said Searles on the shoulder; that the said Searles caught hold of the tomahawk and 
held it for some time; that the said Bowers advised the said Searles to submit to his fate; with that the Indian gave 
him a second blow on the head, killed, sealped, and stript him; during this time the said Bowers and Bradford were 
personall — and being apprehensive for their own safety, that he, Bowers, ran and came up to the old chief 


(who sold him to this deponent and others) who took him under his protection, and was very kind to him whilst he 
lieve the aforesaid Bowers and Ham- 


e to the particulars of 





remained with him. This deponent further deposeth, that he has reason to be t 
ilton are now at Sandwich, and if applied to, they could give more ample information relativ 


the aforesaid. And further this deponent saith not. J. M’DONELL. 


Sworn and subscribed at my chambers, in the city of Detroit, the day and year before written. 
JAMES MAY, J. P. D. D. 
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AppurTenanceEs to No. XXVI. 
No. 1. 
Note from Mr. John M’Donell to James May, Esquire. 


Detrorr, 4th February, 1813. 
Dear Sin: 

I had a conversation with Mr. Smart, after leaving your house to-day, who had a conversation with Bowers 
and Bradford. He observes that I have made several material errors in my affidavit before you this day. He says 
the prisoner killed was of the name of Blythe, instead of Searles; and mentioned some other errors that differ 
widely from what I have sworn to, so that I think it is a pity that Bowers’ and Bradford’s own affidavits could not 
be had, instead of mine. 

Your’s, 
J. M7DONELL. 
James May, Ese. 
No. 2. 


Note from Mr. M’Donell to Mr. Lyons, his clerk. 


I wish you to mention to Judge Woudward that application is made for me by a friend on the other side to 
remain till the navigation opens. On that account, I hope that he will keep back the deposition that I have made 
regarding the murders committed by the savages on the river Raisin, as he has much better testimony to substan- 
tiate facts than what I have sworn to on hearsay; and, as I am sure, if the colonel was even disposed to hear my 
megan that affidavit will be enough to send me off; or, else, if I was allowed to remain, Elliot would set the 

ndians on me. 


No. XX VII.—Transtation. 


‘Terrtrory or Micnican, } 
District of Detroit, — 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, one of the justices oi the peace in the district of Detroit, 
Antoine Boulard, of the river aux Raisins, who, being sworn on the Holy “7 per deposeth and says, that, on 
the next day after the last battle on river aux Raisins, he saw the Indians kill the secretary of the American Gen- 
eral, who was on the horse of the Indian who had taken him prisoner, with a rifle shot; that the prisoner fell on 
one side, and an Indian came forward with a sabre, finished him, scalped him, stript him, and carried away his 
clothes. ‘The body remained two days on the highway, before the door of the deponent, and was part eat up by the 
hogs. Afterwards, the deponent, together with Francois Lasselle, Hubert Lacroix, Charles Chovin, and Louis La- 
joye, took up the corpse, at dusk of the evening, and carried into a field near the woods, where the hogs did not go. 
They dared not bury it, for fear of being surprised by the Indians. And further this deponent saith not. 


ANTOINE BOULARD, his + mark. 


Sworn and subscribed in my presence, the 5th February, 1813. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


No. XXVIII. 


1 hereby certify, that, the next day after the last battle on the river aux Raisins, the secretary of the American 
General was taken, near the door of the deponent, was wounded, and placed on a horse; that seven or eight Indians 
were near the house, one of whom shot him in the head with a rifle; that he did not fall off his horse until another 
Indian, drawing a sabre, struck him on the head several times, and then he fell to the ground, was scalped, and 
stript of his clothes, and left on the road, where he remained one day and a half. I, the deponent, with Francois 
Lasselle, Hubert Lacroix, and Louis Chovin, on the evening of the second day, took up the body, carried it to the 
skirts of the woods, and covered it with a few branches, but could not stay to bury it for fear of the Indians that 
were in the neighborhood; and, on the next day after the last battle, I was near the house of Gabriel Godfroy, Jr., 
and the house of Jean Batiste Jereaume, where a great number of prisoners were collected; and that I heard the 
screaming of the prisoners whom the Indians were tomahawking; that the savages set the houses on fire, and went off. 


LOUIS BERNARD dit Zajoye, his + mark. 
Detroit, 5th February, 1813. 


No. XXIX. 


I certify, that the bodies of the Americans killed at the battle of la Riviére aux Raisins, of the 22d of Jan- 
uary last, remain unburied, and that I have seen the hogs and dogs eating them. The hogs appeared to be rendered 
mad by so profuse a diet of Christian flesh. I saw the houses of Mr. Jerome and Mr. Godtfroy on fire, and have 
heard that there were prisoners in them. The inhabitants did not dare to bury the dead, on account of the Indians. 

The inhabitants have been threatened by the Indians, if they did not take up arms against the Americans. 


ALEXIS LABADIE, his + mark. 
Micnican, February 6th, 1813. 


No. XXX. 


This is to certify, that, on or about the 28th day of January last past, an Indian woman came to my dwelling 
house, on the river Rouge, and informed me, that, on the morning of that day, an American prisoner had been 
killed in the Indian camp, and the reason she assigned for killing him was, because he had expressed a hatred for 


the Indians. 
ROBERT ABBOTT. 
Derroit, 8th February, 1813. 


No. XXXI. 


Territory oF Micuiean, } - 
District of Detroit, P 


Personally appeared before the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace in the said district, Aaron 
Thomas, and Agnes Thomas his wife, who both made oath, on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that the In- 
dians have taken from the house of Mr. Attwater, on the 16th of August, 1812, one chintz gown, valued seven and 
a half dollars; one calico gown, valued three dollars and seventy-five cents; one calimanco petticoat, value four 
dollars; one pair of cotton stockings, one dollar and fifty cents; one pair of woollen stockings, seventy-five cents; 
one pair of silk gloves, one dollar and fifty cents; one new small unk, two dollars; one pocket book, two dollars; 
thread, one dollar; needles, fifty cents; one shawl, one dollar; one cambric handkerchief, seventy-five cents; one 
cotton ditto, sixty-two and one-half cents; one shift, one dollar; three-fourths of a pound of pepper, fifty cents; 
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one cake of chocolate, twenty-five cents; one fan, fifty cents; one blanket, three dollars; one cloak, ten dollars; 
three yards of check cotton, ninety-three and three-fourth cents; one shawl, one dollar; one flannel loose gown, 
three dollars. On the 12th September, taken on river Rouge, one chesnut sorrel horse, fifty dollars; saddle and 
bridle, ten dollars. On Friday, the 11th September, taken on river Rouge, one other saddle, eight dollars; one 
+d leather leading lines, two dollars and fifty cents; leading lines, seventy-five cents; one axe, two dollars and 
fty cents; chintz patches, two dollars. 
Sworn before me, at my chambers, 17th September. 1812, 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D.D 


No. XXXII. 
Letter from the Indians to the Inhabitants of the river Raisin, not dated. 


The Hurons and the other tribes of Indians, assembled at the Miami rapids, to the inhabitants of the river Raisin: 


Frienps, tisreN! You have always told us you would give us any assistance in your power. 
We, therefore, as the enemy is approaching us, within twenty-five miles, call upon you all to rise up, and come 
here immediately, bringing your arms along with you. 
Should you fail at this time, we will not consider you in future as friends, and the consequences may be very 
unpleasant. 
We are well convinced you have no writing forbidding you to assist us. 


We are all your friends at present. 


ROUND HEAD, ( by an emblem resembling a Saree.) 
WALK-IN-THE-WATER, (by an emblem resembling a iurtle.) 


No. XX XII1.—Transtation. 


Letter of the Inhabitants of the river Raisin, dated 


Riviere aux Raisins, 13th November, 1812. 
Sir: 

In the embarrassment in which we find ourselves, at present, on the subject of a letter addressed to Colonel 
Navar, on the part of the Hurons and other savage tribes; we depute him to you to represent to you the situation 
of the inhabitants of the river Raisin, praying you to assist him with your advice in so delicate a matter, having, at 
all times, had great confidence in your great knowledge. 
We have the honor to be, with profound respect, your obedieut servants, 


JAQUES LASSELLE, 

JEAN BAPTISTE JEROME, 
JEAN BAPTISTE BEAUGRAND, 
FRANCOIS LASSELLE, 
DUNCAN REID, 

JEAN BAPTISTE LASSELLE. 


To the Honorable Juper Woonwarp, Detroit. 


Extract from the report of Ensign Isaac L. Baker, Agent for the prisoners taken after the battle of Frenchtown, 


January 22d, 1813, to Brigadier General Winchester, dated 


** Britisn Nracara, February 26, 1813. 


** For the greatest number of our unfortunate fellow soldiers being sent from Detroit we are indebted to the ex- 
ertions of our prisoner fellow-citizens there, who, with an unexampled generosity, when they saw their countrymen 
driven through the streets like sheep to a market, lavished their wealth for their ransom. Nor was the procuration 
of our liberty all. We had been almost entirely stripped by the Indians. Clothes, such as the exigency of the 
occasion permitted to be prepared, were furnighed us. 

“On the 8th instant, Colonel Proctor ordered me to make out a return of all the prisoners who were killed 
by the Indians subsequent to the battle, agreeable to the best information I could collect. The enclosed return, 
marked B, was produced by this order. I might have added the gallant Captain Nathaniel Gray; S. Hart, deputy 
inspector general; Captain Virgil M’Crackin, of Colonel Allen’s regiment; Captain John H. Woolfolk, your sec- 
retary; Ensign Levi Wells, of the 7th United States’ infantry; and a number of privates, whom I find, by subse- 
quent information, have been massacred. 

**’The memory of past services rendered me by captain Hart’s family made me particularly anxious to ascertain 
his fate. I flattered myevelf he was alive, and every information I could get for some time flattered my hopes. But 
one of the last prisoners who was brought in, told me that the captain was certainly massacred. He was so badly 
wounded as to prevent him from walking. ‘The Indians took him some distance on a horse, but at length took him 
off and tomahawked him. 

** About the 10th instant, an Indian brought Captain M’Crackin’s commission to Sandwich; the paper was bloody. 
The fellow said he took the captain unhurt, but some time after, when stripping and examining him, he found an 
Indian scalp in his bosom, which induced him to kill him. ‘This, you cannot but be assured, is a humbug of the fel- 
low’s own making, to screen himself from the odium of barbarity. The captain’s character, and the danger that 
attended his carrying such furniture in a disastrous battle, give it the lie. 

“ Captain Woolfolk, after having been wounded in two places, by some means had got refuge in one of the French 
houses on the Raisin. He was discovered next day, and dragged from his asylum. ‘He was taken to the house of 
a Mr. Lasselle, where he said he would give one thousand dollars to any one who would purchase him. Mr. Las- 
selle said it was out of his power, but he had no doubt his brother would do it, who lived at hand. He directed his 
> oe - the house of his brother, but as they were on their way, an Indian from a waste house shot him through 
the head. 

“ Ensign Wells was taken by my side unhurt. I considered him as alive, until, on my arrival at this place, 
Captain Nags tells me he was killed by a Pottawatamy Indian, not long after he was taken. 

** Many fresh scalps have been brought in since the battle, and dead bodies seen through the country, which 
= ~ others have been killed, whose names I have not been able to find out, independent of those reported to 
,Olonel Proctor. 

This, sir, is all the information I have been able to collect, concerning those who were massacred. The fifteen 
or eighteen, mentioned in the remarks to the return made to Colonel Proctor, whose names do not appear, were not 
known by those who saw them killed. 

** Major Graves, of the 5th regiment of Kentucky volunteers, I have been able to get no information of, further 
than that he was brought to the river Rouge, on the 25th or 26th of January, ina sleigh. I fear, from our having 
heard nothing of him since, that he is no more, and that valuable officer forever lost to his country. 

** The dead of our army are still denied the rites of sepulture. At the time I left Sandwich f was told the hogs 
were eating them. A gentleman told me he had seen them running about with skulls, arms legs, and other parts 
of the human system in their mouths. The French people on the Raisin buried Captains Hart, Woolfolk, and 
some soem, but it was more than their lives were worth to have been caught paying this last customed tribute to 
mortality. 

**[ several times agitated the subject of burying the dead, when in company with the British officers, but they 
2lways answered, that the Indians would not suffer it.” 
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B. 


3 return of the American Prisoners who were tomahawked by the Indians subsequent to the battle at Frenchtown, 
January 22, 1813. 





























Names. Rank. Company, Regiment. Date. Remarks. 
1 Pascal Hickman, |Captain, - - Ist Kentucky vol. rifle, - | Jan. 23,! In Frenchtown. 
2 Jas. E. Blythe, | Private,) Hart’s, - | 5th Kentucky vol. infant. ~ah Ditto. 
3 Charles Gerles, do. Do. . Ditto, : -~| “| Sandy Creek. 
4 Thos. 8. nee > al | - | Ist Kentucky vars | Three miles from Frenchtown. 
5 Daniel Darnell, do. illiams’, - | Sth do. -~ i * Bw 7 reek 
6 Thomas Ward, do. Redding’s, - | Ist do. __ do. - | = Salgese Boney Creek and 
7 William Butler, do. | Sanghorne’s, | Ist do. rifle, —s = P 
8 Henry Downy, do. Edwards’, - | 17th U. States’ infantry, - | 24,| Near Brownstown. 
9 John P. Sidney, |Serg’ant) Martin’s, - | 15th Kentucky vol. infant. 26, River Rouge. 

| | 








Remarks.—In addition to the above number, I saw two others tomahawked at Sandy creek myself, and find 
that the prisoners, now in the hospital in Sandwich, saw, say fifteen or eighteen others, treated in the same manner. 
‘Two men tell me they saw one who had the appearance of having been burned to death. Those men who saw 
Henry Downy and William Butler killed, tell me that the Indians lett them without scalping. 

ISAAC L. BAKER, 
Ensign 2d United States’? Infantry. 
Colonel H. Procror. 





Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated at the Miami Rapids, February 
il, 1813. 


** [ have the honor toenclose to you the deposition of Medard Labbardie, who was at the river Raisin on the 22d 
ultimo, and remained there till the 6th instant. His account of the loss of the enemy in the action is corroborated 
by several others, nor is there the least reason to doubt his statement, as it regards the horrible fate of our wounded men. 
‘There is another circumstance which plainly shows that the British have no intention to conduct the war (at least in this 
quarter) upon those principles which have been held sacred by all civilized nations, On the 30th ultimo, | despatched 
Doctor M’Keehan, a surgeon’s mate in the militia, with a flag, to ascertain the situation of our wounded. He was 
attended by one of our militiamen and a Frenchman. On the night after their departure, they halted near this place 
for the purpose of taking a few hours’ sleep, in a vacant cabin upon the bank of the river. The carryall in which the 
travelled was left at the door with the flag set up in it. ‘They were discovered by a party of Indians (accompanied, 
it is said, by a British officer) and attacked in the manner described in the deposition. ‘The militiaman was killed 
and scalped, the Doctor and the Frenchman taken. Doctor,M’Keehan was furnished with a letter, addressed to any 
British officer whom he might meet, describing the character in which he went, and the object for which he was 
sent, an open letter to General Winchester, and written instructions to himself, all of which he was directed to 
show to the first officer he met with. He was also supplied with one hundred dollars in gold, to procure necessa- 
ries for the prisoners.” 


The affidavit of Medard Labbardie, late resident near the river Raisin, in the Michigan territory. 


He being sworn, saith, he was in his house when he heard the guns at the commencementof the action at the river 
Raisin, on the 22d January, 1813, between the American forces under General Winchester, and the British, Canadian, 
and Indian forces, said to be commanded by Col. St. George. After some little time, he heard that the Indians were 
killing the inhabitants as well as the Americans, upon which he went towards the scene of action, in order to save 
his family. As he went on, he was, with one other inhabitant, taken prisoner by two Wyandot Indians, and carried 
prisoner to the Indian lines, from which he saw great part of the action. The mght wing of the Americans had given 
way before he got a sight of the action. It terminated after the sun was some hours high, not far from 11 o’clock, 
A. M. by the surrender of the American forces that then remained on the ground. He saw the flag hoisted by the 
British sent to the American forces, and saw it pass three times to the Americans before the surrender. He could 
not understand English, but understood that General Winchester was taken prisoner before he got to the lines of 
his own men; that he was compelled to carry the tag to his own forces after he was taken; that he understvod the 
reason of the flag passing so often, was, that the Americans refused to surrender upon any other terms than that the 
wounded should be taken care of, the dead buried, and the inhabitants protected in their property. ‘hat the 
British first refused to agree to these terms, but finally did agree to them. He also understood that the loss of 
the British and Indians in the action was about four hundred killed. He also understood that the loss of the Ameri- 
caus in the action was about one hundred and eighty killed. 

He knows that, on the day of the action, all the prisoners who were able to march, were marched off towards Mal- 
den, the wounded, about = or eighty in number, left in two houses, without any of their friends, or a physician, 
to take care of them, and without any British officer or men. About ten Indians remained behind upon the ground; 
the balance of the Indians went off with the British, and he was told by some of the Canadian militia, that the Bri- 
tish had promised the Indians a frolic that night, at Stony creek, about six miles from the river Raisin. 

He was liberated after the line of march was formed for Malden. ‘The next morning he was in the houses where 
the wounded were. ‘That morning about fifty Indians returned; they brought whiskey with them; they drank some, 
and gave some to the Indians there, and between 9 and 10 o’clock A. M. commenced killing the wounded, then set 
fire to the houses the wounded were in, and consumed them. He was at his father’s, on this side of Detroit river, 
about seven days after the action, and saw across the river the prisoners marched off for Niagara, from Malden. 

He saith that he saw taken by his house, by Captain Elliott, and nine Wyandot Indians, two men that he under - 
stood had been sent by General Harrison with a fiag to the British. One of the men, (Mr. Tessier) he knew, the 
other he did not know, but understood he was a doctor. He had not an opportunity of conversing with them, but 
understood from an inhabitant, to whom Mr. Tessier communicated it, that they stopped for the night and leit the 
flag hoisted on the carryall; that the flag was taken away unknown tu them, and that the Indians fired on them; that 
he, Tessier, told them they wece Frenchmen, and surrendered, upon which the Indians ceased firing, and took them. 
They then mentioned they were sent with a flag. “The Indians said they were liars, and took them off. 

Mr. Tessier was set at liberty at the river Raisin, and remained two days expecting the doctor to return; at the 
end of which time, Tessier was sent for by the British, and taken to Malden. He understood that the doctor was 
sent off immediately to Niagara; the doctor was wounded in the ankle. He understood the British charged the doc - 
tor and ‘Tessier with being spies. And further he saith not. 

MEDARD LABBARDIE. 


Witness, C. Gratiot, Captain of Engineers, and Interpreter. 


Sworn to, before me, this Lith day of February, 1813. Camp, foot of the Miami Rapids. 


C. 8. TODD, Dis. Judge Ad. 
A true copy, R. GRAHAM, 4id-de-camp. 
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His Majesty’s ship San Domingo, 
Cuesapeake, May 10th, 1813. 


Sir: 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, respecting aman named O’Neale,. taken 
by the detachment from the squadron under the orders of Rear Admiral Cockburn. ‘This man has been released 
upon the application of the magistrates of Havre de Grace, on parole. 

I was not informed of this man being an Irishman, or he would certainly have been detained, to account to his 
sovereign and country for being in arms against the British colors. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
JOHN BORLASE WARREN. 


Brigadier General MILLER, commanding the United States’ forces, §c. Baltimore. 


NIcHoLasviLLe, Kentucky, Jpril 24th, 1813. 
Sir: 
Yours of the 5th instant, requesting me to give you a statement respecting the late disaster at Frenchtown, 
was duly received. Rest assured, sir, that it is with sensations the most unpleasant that [undertake to recount. the 
infamous and barbarous conduct of the British and Indians after the battle of the 22d January. The blood runs 
cold in my veins when [ think of it. 

On the morning of the 23d, shortly after light, six or eight Indians came to the house of Jean Baptiste Jereaume. 
where I was, in company with Major Graves, Captains Hart and Hickman, Doctor Todd, and fifteen or twenty 
private volunteers, belonging to different corps. ‘They did not molest any person or thing on their first approach, 
but kept sauntering about until there were a large number collected, (say one or two hundred) at which time they 
commenced plundering the houses of the inhabitants, and the massacre of the wounded prisoners. I was one 
amongst the first that was taken prisoner, and was taken to a horse about twenty paces froin the house, after being 
divested of part of my clothing, and commanded by signs there to remain for further orders. Shortly after being 
there, I saw them knock down Captain Hickman at the door, together with several others with whom I was not ac - 
quainted., Supposing a geveral massacre had commenced, | made an effort to get to a house about one hundred yards 
distant, which contained a number of wounded, but, on my reaching the house, to my great mortification, found it 
surrounded by indians, which precluded the possibility of my giving notice to the unfortunate victims of savage 
barbarity. An Indian chief of the ‘Tawa tribe, by the name of M’Carty, gave me possession of his horse and blanket, 
telling me, by signs, to lead the horse to the house which [ had just before left. ‘The Indian that first took me, by 
this time came upand manifested a hostile disposition towards me, by raising his tomahawk as if to give me the 
fatal blow, which was prevenied by my very good friend M’Carty. On my reaching the house which I had firs: 
started from, I saw the Indians take oif several prisoners, which I afterwards saw in the road, in a most mangled 
condition, and entirely stripped of their clothing. 

Messrs. Bradford, Searis, ‘Turner, and Blythe, were collected around a carryall, which contained articles taken 
by the Indians from the citizens. We had all been placed there, by our respective captors, except Blythe. who 
came where we were, entreating an Indian to convey him to Malden, promising to give him forty or fifty dollars, 
and whilst in the act of pieading for mercy, an Indian, more savage than the other, stepped up behind, tomahawk ed, 
stripped, and scalped him, The next that attracted my attention, was the houses on fire that contained several 
wounded, whom [hee were not able to get out. After the houses were nearly consumed, we received marching 
orders, and after arriving at Sandy creek, the Indians called a halt, and commenced cooking; after preparing and 
eating a little sweetened gruel, Messrs. Bradford, Searls, Turner, and myself, received some, and were eating, 
when an Indian came up and proposed exchanging his moccasins for Mr. Searls’ shoes, which he readily complied 
with. They then exchanged hats, after which the Indian inquired how many men Harrison had with him, and, at 
the same time, calling Searls a Washington or Madison, then raised his tomahawk and struck him on the shoulder, 
which cut into the cavity of the body. Searls then caught hold of the tomahawk and appeared to resist, and upon 
my telling him that his fate was inevitable, he closed his eyes and received the savage blow which terminated his 
existence. I was near enough to him to receive the brains and blood, after the fatal blow, on my blanket. A short 
time after the death of Searls, I saw three others share a similar fate. We then set out for Brownstown, which 
place we reached about 12 or 1 o’clock at night. After being exposed to several hours incessant rain in reaching 
that place, we were put into the council house, the floor of which was partly covered with water, at which place 
we remained until next morning, when we again received marching orders for their village on the river Rouge, which 
place we made that day, where I was kept six days, then taken to Detroit and sold. For a more detailed account 
of the proceedings, I take the liberty of referring you to a publication which appeared in the public prints, signed by 
Ensign J. L. Baker, and to the publication of Judge Woodward, both of which [ have particularly examined, and 
find them to be literally correct, so far as came under my notice. 

Tam, sir, with due regard, your fellow-citizen, 
GUSTAVUS M. BOWER, 
Surgeon’s Mate 5th regiment Kentucky Volunteers. 


Jesse BLepsok, Esq. Lexington. 


Jessamine Counry, (0 wit: 


This day Gustavus M. Bower personally came before me, John Metcalf, one of the Commonwealths’ justices of 
the peace, in and for said county, and made oath to the truth of assertions before stated by the said Bower. Given 


under my hand this 24th day of April, 1813. 
JOHN METCALF. 


Lexincton, May 2d, 1813. 


Sir: 

I received your letter some time since, relative to the disastrous affair of Frenchtown, of 22d and 23d January 
last. For the particulars of the action, and the terms of capitulation, I refer you to the official report of General 
Winchester, which is correct as far as came within my knowledge. After the capitulation, I was introduced to 
Colonel Proctor, the commander of the British forces and Indians, as one of the surviving surgeons, and by him 
was requested to attend to our wounded who were left on the ground where the action was fought. I willingly 
acquiesced, and Doctor Bowers, my mate, remained with me; at the same time I informed Colonel Proctor of my 
apprehensions for the safety of the wounded and the surgeons; he replied, “* be under no apprehensions, you wiil be 
perfectly safe, I will place you under the special care of the chiefs until morning, and very early I will send con- 
veyances for the wounded and yourself to Amherstburg.” out after, 1 was requested to ascertain the number 
and rank of the wounded, and in so doing was assisted by a British officer, (whose name I did not know) to whom 
I likewise communicated my apprehensions of safety; he manifested some irritation at my doubts of British honor 
and magnanimity, and assured me protection would be afforded me. While engaged in this business, one of the 
rooms occupied y the wounded was crowded with Indians who were peaceable, but one of them, who could speak 
English, admonished the British officer of the propriety of stationing interpreters in the houses. Upon my return 


from this business to the room [ occupied, and which was set apart for the wounded officers, I met, and was made 
acquainted with Captain Elliott, at present a British officer, who had visited — Hart, then wounded. Captain 
Hart was solicitous to be removed that evening, and Captain Elliott replied, i 


it was possible (and every exertion 
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should be made) he should, and if it could not be effected that evening, early in the morning he would call for him 
in his own train (sleigh) and convey him to his own house in Amherstburg, where he should remain until recovered, 
assuring him repeatedly, no danger was to be apprehended, and, if possible, he would remain with him that night. 
In the afternoon Captain Elliott and every British officer left the encampment, leaving behind three interpreters. 
From the repeated assurances, my apprehensions were quieted: for who could doubt? About one hour before day- 
light (for my duties required my attention nearly all the night) the interpreters suddenly disappeared. About an 
hour after day light, the Indians began to collect in the town, and commenced plundering the houses in which the 
wounded were placed, and then stripped them and myself of our clothing. At this time the room I had occupied 
was so crowded with Indians, and Captain Hart’s wound, already inful, being injured by them, I conveyed him 
to an adjoining house which had been plundered and was empty, where I met the Indian, tube, on the preceding 
day, had requested that interpreters should be left) and he knew my rank. He inquired why the surgeons were 
left, and why the wounded were left? I replied, it was the wish of Colonel Proctor we should remain until he 
could send for us; and Captain Hart informed him Captain Elliott, wasa friend of his, and was to call for him that 
morning. He shook his head significantly, and replied they were damned rascals, or we would have been taken off 
the preceding day. ‘The Indian informed me every individual would be killed, and requested me to be quiet, for 
the chiefs were then in council, and ** may be” only the wounded would be killed. Captain Hart offered him $100 
to take him to Malden. He replied, you are too badly wounded. ‘While we were conversing, one of the 
wounded was tomahawked at our feet. Shortly after, the Indian returned and told me I was a prisoner, and must 
go. I was taken by the Indian to the house I had left, and there discovered that Captain Hickman and two others 
had, in my absence, been tomahawked, scalped, and stripped. I was tied and taken by this Indian towards Malden, 
about four miles, when [ came to the encampment of the British wounded, and met with Captain Elliott and the 
surgeon of the 41st regiment. Captain Elliott immediately recognised me, and inquired the cause of my situation. 
I informed him what had taken place, and requested him to send back immediately; that some who were badly 
wounded might be still alive, and could be saved, and particularly named Captain Hart, for whom he manifested 
much friendship. Captain Elliott replied, it is now too late; you may rest assured that those who are once taken b 
the Indians are safe, and will be taken to Malden, and those who are badly wounded are killed ere this. I replied, 
many are unable to walk, and some will be killed after making an effort, and walking several miles, who might be 
saved; to which he replied, charity begins at home; vo own wounded are to be conveyed first, and if any sleighs 
remain, they shall be sent back for your wounded. My anxiety to get some person to return, in hopes of saving 
some of the prisoners, induced me at length to make an appeal to their avarice. The surgical instruments of the 
detachment were left in the room I occupied, and I informed the surgeon of their value and importance at that 
time; he immediately despatched an interpreter for them, who returned with the information they were destroyed 
in the burning of the house, and gave additional confirmation of the massacre of the wounded. I was released from 
the Indians by Captain Elliott and the surgeon. At this time my brother, who was wounded, and several others, 
were in possession of the Indians, who were taking them towards Malden. I requested their release, and permis- 
sion for them to accompany me on foot, under British protection. Captain Elliott told me it was impossible, and to 
be under no fears, they were safe: for he knew the fidelity of the Indians with whom they were. When the intelli- 
gence of the massacre was by me communicated to Captain Elliott and the surgeon, they appeared much exasperated, 
and declared it was impossible to restrain the savages. The cause he then assigned to me was, that when the 
Indians discovered their loss in killed and wounded, and that of the British, they started off towards our wounded, 
declaring they would have satisfaction, and, he continued, I was fearful of the event. During the plunder and the 
massacre, our wounded conducted themselves with the utmost composure and resignation, and made no resistance, 
which they knew would be fruitless, and destruction to all. 

It was asserted by Colonel Proctor, in a conversation at Amherstburg, that the Indians had got some whiskey in 
the house where we were stationed, and had become intoxicated. ‘That the Indians may have had some whiskey, 
I shall not deny; but I think I can safely say, that they did not procure it there, and ¢Ahat was not the cause of the 
massacre: for, on the preceding days, and subsequent to the action of the 18th, I wanted some spirits, and made ap- 
plication to the housekeeper, who assured me there was none about the house, for it was all consumed by the Bri- 
tish and Indians, who had quartered in the house prior to the action of the 18th; besides, the Indians showed no 
manifestation of drunkenness; their deliberate pilfering, and their orderly conduct throughout, was not such as 
would be expected from drunken Indians. ae 

Upon my arrival at Malden, I was again solicited to take charge of the wounded; the surgery was opened to 
me, and I had the use of the medicines and dressings necessary, and they had as comfortable rooms as could be 
procured. During our stay in Malden, some eight or ten of the wounded were brought in by the Indians; several 
made their escape who were doomed to massacre, and found protection with the inhabitants of the territory, who 
brought them into Malden; and several made their escape, wandered in and delivered themselves up at the fort. 
Prior to our leaving Malden, one poor fellow was brought in scalped alive by the Indians, and delivered up to the 
British; but before I reached him, death put an end to his sufferings. I frequently, and on every occasion, urged 
the British officers to exert themselves and procure the release of the wounded from the Indians, urging the neces- 
sity of having their wounds dressed. In a conversation on this subject with Captain Elliott, and while urging it, 
he replied, the Indians are excellent surgeons. The prisoners were all marched off to Sandwich, after remaining a 
few days at Malden, and I was called upon to know how many from their wounds were unable to march, who had 
sleighs furnished them, which was the case during the march to Fort George. Before I conclude, I must say, that 
the terms of capitulation were violated in a particular by the enemy. The wounded were not protected; pri- 
vate property was not held sacred; and our side arms were not restored. With a few exceptions, I was treated 
respectfully by the British officers, save the abuse which was lavished on my Government, and that was by no 
means sparingly bestowed. 

I am, respectfully, yours, &c. 
JOHN TODD, M. D. 
Late Surgeon to the 5th Regiment of Kentucky Volunteer Militia. 


The Hon. Jesse Biepsor. 


Tue CoMMONWEATH OF ee - 
Fayette County, , 


This day, Doctor John Todd came before me, John H. Morton, a justice of the oq for said county, and 
made oath that the facts stated in the foregoing letter are substantially true to the best of his knowledge. 


Given under my hand, this 3¢ day of May, 1813. : 
JOHN H. MORTON. 


Srate oF Kentucky, } 
Pendleton County, in the Town of Falmouth. 


_ On the 21st day of April, 1813, I, John Dawson, an orderly sergeant in Captain Glave’s company of the first 
regiment Kentucky volunteer militia, being detailed off, and attached to Captain Wriel Seabrees’ company, and 
was in the battle of the 18th of January, and did not receive a wound, but on the 22d, about 9 o’clock, received a 
shot under the right arm, which lodged between the ribs. After the capitulation of our troops, there came a pay- 
master of the British army in the house where I was, to take the number of wounded that was in the house. I asked 
what was to be done with us; he replied, **don’t make yourself uneasy about that, you shall be protected this night by 
a strong guard which shall be left with you.” But to my sad misfortune, I found there were but three interpreters 
left, and in_the night an officer took two of them away, and in the morning the other one said he could not talk In- 
dian. So when the Indians came in the morning, they broke open the doors of the houses, began to tomahawk, scalp 
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and plunder, then set fire to the houses which contained the prisoners; with this I got up, put on my great coat, put 
up my knapsack, and went out of doors. I had not been out more than one minute before an Indian came up to 
me and took the coat off my back; also another Indian told me to put my knapsack in his sled. I did so. At this 
time Major Graves and Captain Hart were out in the yard. I heard Captain Hart make a bargain with an Indian 
to take him to Malden, which the Indian agreed so to do, for the sum of one hundred dollars. I saw the Indian 
put a pair of socks on Hart, and_ put him on a horse; this was the last I saw of Hart. I then saw a man riding, 
whom | thought was a British officer. I made to him, but found that he was an Indian who was aid-de-camp to 
General Roundhead; he had with him, when I came up, twelve men. It was at the mouth of a lane where I over- 
took him, where there were two Indians scalping two men; he hallooed to them to give way; they did so. After 
this, we went on: and on Sandy creek, about three miles from the battle ground, | saw Major Graves in an Indian 
sleigh: this is the last account of him that I could ascertain. We went on that night to Brownstown, and in the 
morning of the 24th a man gave out walking, with the rheumatic pains, who was by the name of Downey. ‘The 
indians temahawked him, and then stripped him. We then marched on above Detroit, on the river Rouge. I 
staid with them seven days. They then took me into Detroit, (leaving a young man in the camp by the name of 
John Davenport) and sold me to Major Muir, who commands Fort Detroit. 1 then was sent over to Sandwich, 
there I staid until the 8th of February; they marched me to Fort George, and —— me on the 19th of February, 
1813. ‘The above is a true statement as far as | saw, though I saw numbers massacred that I did not know. 
During my confinement with the Indians, whilst at their camps, they showed more humanity than the British. 


Given under my hand, this 21st day of April, 1813. 
JOHN DAWSON. 


PENDLETON CounTY, 88. 


__ I, William Mountjoy, one of the Commonwealths’ justices of the peace for the State of Kentucky, in and for 
said county, do certify, that the foregoing certificate of John Dawson was written, subscribed, and sworn to before 


me. Given under my hand this 21st day of April, 1813. 
WM. MOUNTIJOY. 


State or Kentucky, 
Pendleton County, in the Town of Falmouth. 

On the 2ist day of April, 1813, [, ‘Thomas Pollard, a private of Captain Glave’s company, of the first regiment 
of Kentucky volunteer militia, was in battles, fought with the British and Indian army on the 18th and 22d of Jan- 
uary last, at the river Raisin, and after the surrender of our army as prisoners of war on the 22d, upon the assurances 
of the British officers promising protection to my wounded fellow soldiers, and that they would send carryalls for 
them the next day. Although | had received no injury in either of the actions fought on the 18th and 22d, I volun- 
tarily staid to assist and comfort my messmates, John Dawson, Albert Ammerman, and Jesse Green, all of whom 
had received wounds by balls. 

I have first examined the statement made and sworn to by John Dawson, hereto annexed, and witnessed every 
circumstance therein stated to be truly stated, within my own knowledge. ‘The Indian who bargained with Captain 
Hart to take him to Fort Malden for one hundred dollars, and took charge of him, put him on a horse and started on 
his way; spoke good enough the English tengue for us to understand the contract. 

THOMAS POLLARD. 


PenpiEeron Counry, 88. 
_1, William Mountjoy, one of the Commonwealths’ justices of the peace for the State of Kentucky, in and for 
said county, do certify that the foregoing certificate of ‘Thomas Pollard was subscribed and sworn to before me. 


Given under my hand, this 21st April, 1812. ; 
WM. MOUNTIJOY. 
Stare oF Kentucky, 
Pendleton County, in the Town of Falmouth. 


On the 2ist day of April, 1813, 1, Albert Ammerman, a private of Captain Glave’s company of the first regiment 
of Kentucky volunteer militia, being wounded in the battle of the 18th January last, at the river Raisin, by a ball 
in the flesh of the thigh; and from the window of the house which was appropriated for an hospital, was a witness to 
the battle of the 22d of the same month; and after the surrender, I being but slightly wounded, proposed marching 
with the rest of the prisoners, and was prevented by the order of a British officer, who said that a guard would be left to 
take care of the wounded, and carryalls would be sent for them to ride into Malden on the next morning. But to 
my astonishment no guard was left, and about sunrise on the morning of the 23d, a party of Indians returned to the 
hospital, and the first Indian that came to the room I was lodged in, could speak the English language. He was 
asked by one of the wounded what was to be done with the wounded. He replied they were all to be killed that 
could not walk; and shortly after a general massacre commenced. LI instantly put on my knapsack and went out 
of the house; my knapsack was demanded by an Indian at the door, to whom I gave it. He conducted me to a log 
some little distance from the house, on which I sat down, where | witnessed the butchery of many of my fellow- 
citizens, sufferers by the tomahawk and scalping knife, and to finish the scene, set fire to the houses occupied by the 
wounded prisoners; many of them, struggling in the arms of death, put their heads out of the windows whilst en- 
veloped in smoke and flames. After this bloody work was finished, | was marched off on the direction towards 
Brownstown, by an Indian, and when about half a mile from Frenchtown on our way, was overtaken by two In- 
dians who had Captain Hart in custody, mounted on a horse. As they approached nearly to us, I noticed they were 
speaking loud and animated as if in a quarrel, but not understanding their language, did not understand what passed 
between them, but think it is probable that the quarrel was occasioned respecting one hundred dollars which I un- 
derstood Captain Hart had given to one of the Indians aforesaid, to convey him to Fort Malden. ‘The quarrel ap- 
peared to grow very warm, so much so that the Indians took aim at each other with their guns; and, as if to settle 
the dispute, it appeared to me as if they had mutually agreed to kill Captain Hart, and plunder him of the rest of his 
money and effects, which they did, by taking him off his horse, then knocked him down with a war club, scalped 
and tomahawked him, and stripped him naked, leaving his body on the ground. I was gratified in observing that 
during this scene of trial, Captain Hart refrained from supplication or entreaty, but appeared perfectly calm and col- 
lected. He met his fate with that firmness which was his particular characteristic. No other prisoner of our 
army of the United States was present to witness this melancholy scene, the death of Captain Hart. During my 
captivity with the Indians, five days only, | was treated with more hospitality than I had any reason to expect; much 
more so than I experienced from the British, after I was ransomed at Detroit, by Mr. Benjamin Chittenden, who 
will ever be entitled to my utmost gratitude; by him I was humanely treated, and also by some of the French 


Canadians. 
ALBERT AMMERMAN, (his + mark.) 


PENDLETON CouNTY, 88. 


I, William Mounjoy, one of the Commonwealths’ justices of the peace for the State of Kentucky, in and for 
said county, do certify, that the foregoing certificate of Albert Ammerman was subscribed and sworn to before me. 


Given under my hand, this 21st day of April, 1813, 
WM. MOUNTIOY. 
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Lexineton, April 13th, 1813. 
Sir: sisi 7 . 
You request of me a statement of facts within my own kuowledge, concerning the murder of our men after the 
battle and surrender at Frenchtown. 

I was one of those who was taken by the Indians on the retreat, about one and a half miles from where the action 
first commenced. Just before we were taken, with the assistance of Lieutenant Chian, belonging to the militia, I 
formed between fifteen and twenty men, I then discovered the Indians running upon us on each side and in front, 
about sixty in number, with their arms ata trail. I discovered there was no chance to repel them. I ordered the 
men to ground their arms, which was done: the Indians then came up and secured the arms of our men, and shot them, 
including the Lieutenant before mentioned. I was the only one saved. I was takenand delivered up to Captain 
Elliott, a British officer. 

As to the murder of the wounded, I know nothing of my own knowledge. 

Your obedient servant, 
A. GARRETT. 

Hon. Jessz BLEpsor. 


FaveTTEe County, 88. 
This day, Lieutenant Ashton Garrett, of the 17th regiment U. S. infantry, came before me, and made oath, that 
the foregoing statement is just and true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


Given under my hand, this 13th day of April, 1813. 
JOHN H. MORTON, J. P. 


Strate or Kenrucky, Faverre County, ss. 


Personally appeared before me, a_ justice of the peace for the county aforesaid, Charles Bradford, an inhabitant 
of the town of Lexington, State of Kentucky, who, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposeth and saith, 
that he was in the actions at the river Raisin, on the 18th and 22d January last; that he was wounded in the right 
hip, and remained at Frenchtown after the capitulation: that, on the 22d, before the prisoners (who were able to 
ua) were marched for Malden, he saw Captain William Elliott, with whom he had been formerly acquainted, and 
of whom he inquired, personally, what would be done with the wounded prisoners? whether they would be taken 
to Malden that evening with the other prisoners, or not? He said they would not be taken to Malden that evening, 
but a strong guard would be left to protect them against any outrage the Indians might be disposed to commit. Elliott 
had a similar conversation with Major Graves, Captains Hart and Hickman, and Doctors Todd and Bowers, in the 
presence of this deponent. He, Elliott, further stated that sleighs would be sent to convey the wounded to Malden 
the next morning. This deponent further says, that the British marched away; no guard was left to protect the 
wounded; and that Captain Elliott, when asked the reason, observed that some interpreters were left, whose influ- 
ence among the Indians was greater, and that they were better able to protect us than a or. About two or three 
o’clock in the morning of the 23d January, this deponent discovered that the interpreters had left the house in which 
he was, and he never saw them afterwards; that between day-light and sun rise, on the 23d, he saw a large number 
of Indians come to the house; they burst open the door, and in a few minutes commenced plundering the prisoners, 
and tomahawking those who were unable to walk. This deponent left the house as soon as possible, and went into 
the yard, where a number of his fellow-prisoners had assembled. He was there claimed as a prisoner by an Indian, 
who gave him some articles to hold whilst he plundered more. At this time he was standing with Doctor Bowers 
and James E. Blythe, when an Indian, without any provocation, tomahawked Blythe, and scalped him. Shortly 
after, they (the Indians) set fire to the houses in which the wounded had been quartered, and burnt them down, 
with the bodies of those whom they had murdered. ‘This deponent was then taken by the Indians, in company 
with Doctor Bowers, Charles Searls, Julius Turner, and several others, to Sandy creek; that on the way he saw a 
number of the prisoners who had been tomahawked; that, whilst at Sandy creek, they murdered Charles Searls, 
Thomas S. Crow, and three or four others. ‘That this deponent was then packed with forty or fifty pounds weight, 
and taken to the river Rouge, where the Indians had encamped: that, whilst he was there, be inquired of an Indian 
whether he would take him to Malden, as he wished to be given to Captain Elliott. The Indian said, if Captain Elliott 
told him to do so he would, as they always did as he requested them. This deponent was six days with the Indians 
before they took him to Detroit, where he was purchased by Stephen Mack and Oliver W. Miller, for eighty dol- 
lars. That the British officer commanding at Detroit (Major Muir) again claimed him as a British prisoner, not- 
withstanding his having just been ransomed from their allies, (by his own countrymen) and sent him to Sandwich, 
where he remained until the 9th or L0th February, when he was sent to Fort George, and there paroled. This depo- 
nent states, that, whilst a prisoner at Sandwich, he was several times treated insultingly by the British officers, and 
by one John M’Gregor; that the citizens, generally, treated the prisoners with kindness and attention, as far as 
was in their power. 

This being the first opportunity the deponent has had of expressing his gratitude to the American citizens who 
treated the prisoners with so muc erg and humanity at Detroit, cannot refrain from so doing. And, as lon 
as he lives, the names of Messrs. Mack, Miller, Smart, Woodward, Williams, M’Donald, Hunt, Mays, &c. shal 
never be forgotten. 


CHARLES BRADFORD. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 29th day of April, 1813. 
OLIVER KIEN, J. P. 


Unirep Srares’ Sure Mapison, Sackett’s Harbor, June 4, 1813. 
SiR: 
I have the honor to poceent Fame by the hands of Lieutenant Dudley, the British standard taken at York on 
the 27th of April last, accompanied by the mace over which was hung a human scalp. 

These articles were taken from the parliament house by one of my officers, and presented to me. The scalp I 
caused to be presented to General Dearborn, who, | believe, still has it in his possession. I also send, by the same 
gentleman, one of the British flags taken at Fort George on the 27th of May. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
; — ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Hon. W. Jones, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


A true copy from the original filed in the Navy Department, July 22, 1813. 
W. JONES. 





No. 9. 
OUTRAGES AT HAMPTON, IN VIRGINIA. 


Extract of a letter from General Taylor to Admiral Warren, dated 
Heap Quarters, NorFoik, June 29, 1813. 


** T have heard with grief and astonishment of the excesses, both to property and persons, committed by the land 
troops who took possession of Hampton. ‘The respect I entertain for your personal character leads me to make 
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known these excesses. It would not become me to suggest what course of inquiry and punishment is due to the 
honor of your arms. But the world will suppose those acts to have been approved, if not excited, which are passed 
over with impunity. I do not, however, deprecate any measures you may think necessary or proper, but am pre- 
epee for any species of warfare which you may be disposed to prosecute. It is for the sake of humanity [ enter 
this protest. 

P We are, in this part of the country, merely in the noviciate of our warfare. The character it will hereafter 
assume, whether of mildness or ferocity, will materially depend on the first operations of our arms, and on the per- 
sonal character and dispositions of the respective commanders. 

**For myself, I assure you most solemnly, that I neither have authorized, nor will sanction, any outrage on 
humanity or the laws of civilized warfare. On the contrary, I think it due, no less to my personal honor than to 
that of my country, to — and punish every excess. 1 hope that these sentiments will Be reciprocated. It will 
depend on you whether;the evils inseparable from a state of war shall, in our operations, be tempered by the mild- 
ness of civilized life, or, under your authority, be aggravated by all the fiend-like passions which can be instilled 


into them.” 


. H. B. M. Sure San Dominco, Hampton Roads, Chesapeake, June 29, 1813. 
Sir: 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day, stating that you had communicated to your Go- 
vernment the proposal of an exchange of prisoners, and, also, that some excesses had been committed by the troops 
in the late affair at Hampton. I have communicated to my friend, Sir Sidney Beckwith, the commander of his 
Majesty’s forces on shore, this part of your letter, and he will have the honor of writing to you upon the points to 
which it alludes. . . . : 

I beg leave to assure you that it is my wish to alleviate the misfortunes of the war commenced against my country, 
by every means in my power; at the same time, I am prepared to meet any result that may ensue between the two 
nations. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient faithful humble servant, 

_ JOHN BORLASE WARREN, 
Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief. 


Brig. Gen. Taytor, Commanding the United States’ forces at Hampton. 


A true copy. JAMES MAURICE, Major, Acting A. A. G. 


, H. M. Suir San Dominco, June 29, 1813. 
Sir: 
Admiral Sir John B. Warren having communicated to me the contents of your letter, I lose no time in assuring 
you that your wish cannot exceed mine to carry on war with every attention to the unfortunate individuals in whose 
immediate vicinity military operations may take place. In this spirit I shall vie with you to the utmost. At the 
same time, I ought to state to you that the excesses of which you complain at Hampton were occasioned by a pro- 
ceeding of so extraordinary a nature, that, if I had not been an eye-witness, I could not have credited it. At the 
recent attempt on Craney Island, the troops in a barge sunk by the fire of your guns, clung to the wreck of the boat. 
Several Americans, I assure you most solemnly, waded off from the island, and, in presence of all engaged, fired 
upon and shot these poor fellows. With a feeling natural to such a proceeding, the men of that corps landed at 
ampton. 
That occurrences of that kind may never occur again, and that the troops of each nation may be guided by senti- 


ments of honor and humanity, is the earnest wish of, sir, your very obedient servant, 
SIDNEY BECKWITH, Q. ™. Gen. 


To Brig. Gen. Tavior, Commanding the United States’ Troops, Norfolk. 


A wee cay. JAMES MAURICE, Major, Acting A. A. G. 


Heap Quarters, Norro.ik, July 1, 1813. 
Sir: 
It affords me the highest satisfaction to receive your assurance that you wish “ to carry on war with eve 
attention to the unfortunate individuals in whose immeliate vicinity military operations may take place.” Suc 
sentiments can alone give splendor to courage, and ce ifer honor on military skill. Worthless is the laurel a 
in female tears, and joyless the conquests which have iailicted needless woe on the peaceful and unresisting. ‘The 
frankness with which you admit the excesses at Hampton is a guarantee against the repetition. 

I cannot doubt, sir, your conviction that the scene described by you at Craney Island was really acted. But the 
very reason it appeared to you incredible and inhuman, it should have been unauthorized. Your own perception 
of propriety shall decide, if facts should not have been ascertained, and redress demanded, before retaliation was 
resorted to—a retaliation, too, extravagant in its measure, applying not to the perpetrators of the alleged offence, or 
their comrades, but to the innocent and helpless. I have reason to think that you are mistaken in your impressions 
of the conduct of our troops at Craney Island. ‘That they waded into the water on the sinking of your boat is true; 
but I learn that it was for the purpose of securing their conquest, and assisting the perishing. One person, perhaps 
more, was shot, but it was only for a continued effort to escape, after repeated offers of safety on surrender, (such at 
least is the representation made to me.) If, however, your yielding troops have been butchered, it is due to the 
honor of our arms to disclaim and punish the enormity. The fame of my country shall never be tarnished by such 
conduct in the troops under my command. I have to-day ordered an inquiry into the facts, by a board of field offi- 
cers. Proper measures shall be taken to punish whatsoever of impropriety may have been committed. _I flatter my- 
self you will perceive in these measures a disposition to afford no cause of reproach in any future conflict. When 
we meet, let us combat as soldiers, jealous of the honor of our respective countries, anxious to surpass each other as 
well in magnanimity as in courage. : ; 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my consideration and respect. 
ROBERT B. TAYLOR, Brig. Gen. Commanding. 


To Sir Siwyvey Becxwirn, Quartermaster General, 
Commanding the Land Forces of H. B. M. Hampton Roads. 


A copy. JOHN MYERS, id-de-Camp. 


Extract of aletter from Brigadier General Taylor to the Secretary of War, dated 
Norroik, 2d July, 1813. 


I enclose, as was promised yesterday, copies of the letters written to Admiral Warren and General Beck.- 
with. My aid, who carried them down, yesterday, brought back a letter from Admiral Warren, of which a copy 
is enclosed, and has made a statement of what occurred in his conference with the General. 

The letter of the Admiral, though polite, is certainly not responsive to any thing which has occurred, and the 
conversation with the General, though equally civil, is obviously designed to prevent any further discussion of the 


subject. From the report of prisoners and deserters, there is too much reason to believe that, before the attack on 
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Island, the cupidity of the troops had been excited by a promise of the pillage of Norfolk. To inflame their 
a after phen failure, and to keep alive the hope of plunder at Norfolk, there is much reason to fear that 
our troops have unmeritedly been charged with misconduct at Craney Island, and that made a pretext for their 
excesses and their conduct at Hampton. I entertain no doubt of the justification of the honor and ow 
of our men, by the reports uf the board of officers. I do not mean that the subject shall drop, but when I commu- 
nicate the report, I shall leave the British commander the alternative, either of adopting similar measures in his own 
army, or remaining under the imputation of having excited their troops to commit these excesses. Our troops are 
highly inflamed. 


Notes for Captain Myers in his interview with Admiral Warren. 


A defenceless and unresisting town has been given up to indiscriminate pillage, though civilized war tolerates 

this only as to fortified places, carried by assault, and after summons. ; i 

Individuals have been stripped naked; a sick man stabbed twice in the hospital; a sick man shot, at Pembroke, 
in his bed, and in the arms of his wife, long after the defeat of the troops; his wife also shot at, and wounded—a 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirby. i 

Females have been not only assaulted, and personally abused and struck, but even violated. 

If occasion offers, notice may be immediately made of the information, given by prisoners and deserters, of the 
promise to plunder Norfolk. ; , ae 

As to the imputation of our troops at Craney Island, if Admiral Warren should mention it, deny the fact, and 
state the actual conduct of our troops, in going into the water to assist their men, and then giving them refreshments 
as soon as they entered the fort. Refer to the conduct of all our prisoners, particularly those taken from the boats 


of the Victorious. : ‘ 
JOHN MYERS, Captain and Aid-de-camp. 


Heap Quarrers, Norroik, July 2d, 1813. 
Sir: 

In obedience to your orders I proceeded, yesterday, with a flag of truce, to Admiral Warren, in Hampton 
Roads. to whom I handed both the despatch for himself and that for Sir Sidney Beckwith. The Admiral received 
we with civility, and with many acknowledgments for the terms of your letter. Sir Sidney was on shore at Old 
Point Comfort. Feeling some difficulty about the propriety of delaying on board for his arrival, I was about to 
depart, but Admiral Warren expressed a wish that 1 would remain, saying that he would desire, no doubt, to give 


a reply. 

Gir Sidney did not arrive till 8 o’clock. He expressed great respect for the motives that had actuated you, sir, in 
the measures which you were pursuing. They were more than he desired. It was sufficient, hesaid, if your own mind 
was satisfied. He expressed regret at the trouble you had taken, and much deference for your character, with a re- 
solution to vie.with you in efforts to confine future operations within the bounds of humanity, and the usages of 
war. He said, in heden to the pretended conduct of our men at Craney Island, that it proceeded no doubt from 
a few of the more disorderly. I denied the charge altogether, as I had done in my previous interview, when it was 
made the justification of their outrages at Hampton, on the ground of retaliation. 

I found that it was not his intention to give to your despatch a written reply. By the light manner in which he 

lanced at the subject of your investigation, I could perceive that it was pressed further than was desirable to him. 
it was my wish, however, to be able to report to you the probability of a like course of inquiry on his part, and I 
enumerated the catalogue of abuses and violence at Hampton. I mentioned the pillage of the town, and the wanton 
destruction of medicine; that individuals had been stripped naked; a sick man stabbed twice, who was in the hospital; 
a sick man shot in his bed, at Pembroke, and in the arms of his wife, who was also shot at, and wounded, long after 
the defeat of the troops—a Mr. and Mrs. Kirby; and finally, the assault on females, their being struck, and person- 
ally abused, and even violated. 

At the mention of the murder of Kirby, and the wound given to his wife, Sir Sidney distinctly admitted it; the 
others he appeared not to be acquainted with the particulars of, and expressed some concern at it. He said that he 
had, however, on coming to a knowledge of their conduct, immediately ordered the embarcation of the troops that 
were concerned, with a determination that they should not again land; and that, while he was unable to control a 
past event, the responsibility of a recurrence should rest on himself; that the troops under his command were strang- 
ers to him, on his arrival here, and appealing tomy knowledge of the nature of the war in Spain, in which these men 
(meaning the French corps) he said had been trained, told me they could not be restrained. 

Thus far he thought he could not give a more convincing proof of the sincerity of his professions, than in the 
withdrawal of these troops, and that he had, moreover, just been employed in finding a new watering place on Back 
river, in order to remove from Hampton, and to quiet the minds of the inhabitants. 

He assured me that in making such a pledge, as he was doing, it should not be lightly regarded. That he would 
either send away these troops, or wait the arrival of others, for new operations. He concluded by expressing a hope 
that you, sir, would in future use no reserve in communicating any subject of impropriety; and, on his part, that 
he — certainly do so, with due regard to the liberality of your conduct, He hoped the subject was at rest. 1 took 
my leave. 

. 1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


JOHN MYERS, Captain and Aid-de-Camp. 
Brigadier General Rosert B. Taytor, Norfolk. 


Extracts of a letter from General Taylor to Sir Sidney Beckwith, Quartermaster General, commanding the land 
Sorces of his Britannic Majesty, at Hampton Roads, dated 


Heap Quarters, July 5, 1813. 


“I have now the honor to transmit to you the proceedings of the board of officers convened to inquire into the 
transactions at Craney Island. ‘They doubtless will convince you that, in that affair, the American troops merited 
no censure; that their conduct was distinguished by humanity and magnanimity; and that the distance to which 
you were removed from the scene, by rendering it impossible that you could be informed of the motives of their 
conduct, unhappily led you to draw conclusions equally mistaken ad unmerited. 

“You have done me the justice to declare that the measures pursued by me evince a disposition to permit, in 
my troops, no abuses on humanity, or the laws of authorized war. As I cannot doubt the existence of similar sen- 
timents with you, I have a right to expect, on your part, measures equally decisive and unambiguous. If I have 
deemed it needful to forbid openly, to my whole army, all acts of impropriety, and to direct a public investigation 
of charges believed to be unmerited, but having the sanction of your imputation, I put it to your candor to deter- 
mine, if excesses in your troops, admitted by yourself, and some of them of the most atrocious character, should pass 
unnoticed. My conduct, and your declarations, give me a claim to ask that these excesses be punished. Your army 
will then learn the abhorrence you feel for such acts, and be restrained, by the fear of your indignation, from similar 
outrages. Butif these admitted excesses are passed by, the impunity of the past will be construed, by your troops, 
into an encouragement of future outrages, and your own humane intentions be completely defeated. Neither can 
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you be unmindful of the propriety of taking, from my army, the pretexts for impropriety, by a knowledge of effect- 
ual restraints on yours. ; : ; ; 

* 1 am fully impressed with the liberality of your conduct in promising to remove the troops who committed the 
outrages of Hampton from the opportunity of repeating these enormities. But, besides that my confidence in the 
gallantry of the American troops forbids me to desire any diminution of your force, and such a measure being liable 
to misconception, by our own troops, might not attain your object. The rank and file of an army seldom reason 
very profoundly, and however erroneously, might ascribe their withdrawal to the desertions which have, on every 
opportunity, taken place in that corps, and in their unwillingness, if any should have been displayed, to fire on the 
American troops. Uf this should unfortunately be the case, your force will be diminished, without securing the 
great ends of dacigline and humanity for which yeu had, with so much liberality, made the sacrifice. I am the more 
pressing on this subject, because I have reason to believe that, even since your assurance, though unquestionably 
against your wishes, very improper acts have been committed by the troops on James river. The domestic property 
of peaceable = citizens, respected by all civilized nations, has been pillaged, and what furnished no allure - 
ments to cupidity has been wantonly defaced and destroyed. 

* If such acts are either directed, or sanctioned, it is important to us, and to the world, to know what species of 
warfare the arms of Great Britain mean to wage. If authorized, it will be of little practical avail to know, that the 
director of these arms entertains the most liberal personal dispositions, while these dispositions remain dormant and 
inoperative. ; 

“If [ am troublesome on this subject, charge it to my anxious desire that nothing may occur to embitter ou: 
own feelings, and those of our respective nations. In the progress of the war, charges of inhumanity have unhappily 
been frequent and reciprocal. I am not indifferent to the infamy which such a charge fixes on the officer, who either 
encourages or permits it. I derive the highest satisfaction from the assurances you have given of similar senti- 
ments. We have. sir, become enemies, by the sacred obligations we owe our respective countries. But, on the 
great and expanded subject of human happiness, we should be friends by the sympathy of our feelings. Let us then 
cordially unite, and exercising effectually the powers with which our Governments have invested us, give to ow 
warfare a character of magnanimity, conferring equal honor on ourselves, and en our countries.” 


Extract from General Orders. 


Norrouk, -4ssistant Adjutant General’s Office, 
: July 1st, 1813. 


The General commanding has deemed it proper to remonstrate against the excesses committed by the British 
troops who took possession of Hampton. It has been attempted to justify, or palliate, these excesses, on the ground 
of inhumanity in some of the troops at Craney Island, who are charged with having waded into the river, and shot 
at the unresisting and yielding foe, who clung to the wreck of a boat which had been sunk by the fire of our guns. 

Humanity and mercy are inseparable from true courage, and the General knows too well the character of the 
troops under his command to doubt their magnanimity towards an unresisting foe. It is equally due to the honor of 
the troops engaged, and to the hitherto unquestioned fame of the American arms, for honor and clemency, that the 
imputation should be investigated. If the charge be well founded, the army must be purified by punishment for this 
abomination. If, as the commander hopes and believes, the conduct of our troops has been misconceived, the world 


should have an authentic record to _ the imputation. — 
He, therefore, directs that a board of officers, to consist of Colonel Freeman, President, Lieutenant Colonels 
Boykin, Mason, and Read, do convene the day after to-morrow, at a place to be appointed by the President, for th: 
purpose of investigating these charges, and report accordingly. 
JAMES MAURICE, Major, Act. Ast. Ad. Gen. 


The evidence having been gone through, the Board, after deliberate and mature consideration, do pronounce the 
following opinion: 

That it appears from the testimony adduced, that, on the 22d of last month, in the action at Craney Island, two 
of the enemy’s boats, in front of their line, were sunk by the fire of our batteries; the soldiers and sailors who were 
in those boats were consequently afloat, and in danger of drowning; and being in front of the boats which were un- 
injured, to disable these, our guns were necessarily fived in a direction of the men in the water, but with no inten- 
tion whatever to do them further harm, but, on the contrary, orders were given to prevent this by ceasing to fire 
grape, and only to fire round shot. It also is substantiated, that one of the enemy, who had apparently surrendered, 
advanced towards the shore, about one hundred yards, when he suddenly turned to his right, and endeavored to 
make his escape to a body of the enemy who had landed above the island, and who were then in view; then, and 
not till then, was he fired upon, to bring him back, which had the desired effect, and he was taken unhurt to the 


island. 
It further = ee that the troops on the island exerted themselves in acts of hospitality and kindness to the unre- 
sisting and yielding foe. 


“ Therefore, the Board do, with great satisfaction, declare, as their unbiassed opinion, that the charge alleged 
against the troops is unsupported, and that the character of the American suldiery, for humanity and magnanimity, 
has not been committed, but, on the contrary, confirmed.” 7 

CONSTANT FREEMAN, 

Colonel Artillery, President. 
ARMISTEAD T. MASON, 
Lieut. Colonel, commanding 5th Reg. Inf. 

FRANCIS M. BOYKIN, 
Lieut. Colonel, commanding 3d Reg. Inf. 


THOMAS READ, Jun. 
Lieut. Colonel, commanding Artillery. 


JOHN BARBER, Recorder. 
A true and correct copy. JAMES MAURICE, Maj. Act. 4s. Ad. Gen. 


Copy of a note from Sir Sidney Beckwith to Gen. Taylor, dated H. M. ship San Domingo, July 6, 1813. 


Quarter Master General Sir Sidney Beckwith begs leave to return his best acknowledgments to Gen. Taylor 


for his polite communication, and to repeat his earnest wish that military operations should be carried on with all 
the liberality and humanity which becomes the respective nations. Any infringement of the established usages of 


war will instantly be noticed and punished. 
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Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Taylor to the Secretary of War, dated 


Norro ik, 7/h July, 1813. 

** The Board of officers convened to examine the charge brought against our troops in the affair at Craney Island 
have made such a report as an American could desire. I enclosed a copy yesterday to the British commander, with 
a letter, of which a copy is enclosed. ‘The bearer of my despatch was met by a flag, the officer of which received 
the despatch, and a few hours after returned with an answer, of which a copy is also enclosed. I fear, from the 
generality of its terms, that little amelioration of the system, hitherto practised, is to be expected; but something is 
gained by placing the enemy so decidedly in the wrong, that the world cannot doubt to whom is to be ascribed any 
excesses which herealter may be committed on either side.” 


Extract of an official letter, addressed by Major Crutchfield to Governor Barbour, dated 


York County, Hatr-way House, June 20, 1813. 


“ To give you, sir, an idea of the savage-like disposition of the enemy, on their getting possession of the neigh- 
borhood, would be but a vain attempt. Although Sir Sidney Beckwith assured me that no uneasiness might be felt 
in relation to the unfortunate Americans, the fact is, that, on yesterday, there were several dead bodies lying un- 
buried. and the wounded not even assisted into town, although observed to be crawling towards a cold and inhos- 
pitable protection. ‘The unfortunate females of Hampton, who could not leave the town, were suffered to be abused 
in the most shameful manner, not only by the venal savage foe, but by the unfortunate and infatuated blacks, who 
were encouraged by them in their excesses. hey pillaged, and encouraged every act of murder and rapine—ki.1- 
ing a poor man by the name of Kirby, who had been lying on his bed at the point of death for more than six weeks; 
shooting his wife in the hip at the same time, and killing his faithful dog while lying under his feet. The murdered 
Kirby was lying, last night, weltering in his bed.” 


Extract of a letter from Captain Cooper of the € mee to Charles K. Mallory, Esq. Lieutenant Governor of 
irginia. 


‘+ | was yesterday in Hampton with my troop; that place having been evacuated in the morning by the British. 
2 My blood ran cold at what I saw and heard. ‘The few distressed inhabitants running up in every direction to 
congratulate us; tears were shedding in every corner. ‘The infamous scoundrels, monsters, destroyed every thing 
but the houses, and (my pen is almost unwilling to describe it) the women were ravished by the abandoned ruffians! 
Great God! my dear friend, can you figure to yourself our Hampton females seized and treated with violence by 
those monsters, and not a solitary American arm present to avenge their wrongs? But enough; I can no more of 
this. 
*« They have received a reinforcement of 2,000, in all 6,000 men; and Norfolk or Richmend is their immediate 
aim. Protect yourselves from such scenes as we have witnessed. ‘They retired in great confusion, leaving behind 
3,000 weight of beef, muskets, ammunition, canteens, &c. &c. and some of their men, which we took. It is sup- 
posed that they apprehended an immediate attack from 6,000 of our men, which caused them to retreat so precipi- 
tately. My friend, rest assured of one thing, that they cannot conquer Americans; they cannot stand them: if we 
had had 1200 men, we should have killed or taken the greater part of them,” 


From the same to the same, dated 


ARMISTEAD’s Miri, Near Hampron, July 10, 1813. 
Dear Frrenp: ; 

** Your favor of the 7th has just been received through the politeness of Major Crutchfield, who had it for- 
warded to me at this place. I am surprised to hear that you have among you a man who would endeavor to apolo- 
gize for the unprecedented villany and brutal conduct of the enemy in Hampton. Be assured of one fact, that that 
which 1 informed you of in my last was strictly true. ; ; 

** You request me to make known to you a few of the distressing particulars in a way which will force convic- 
tion upon the minds of the incredulous. I will attend to it, my friend, that you may be enabled to confound such 
with positive proofs. At present you must content yourself with the following, and believe it as religiously as any 
fact beyond denial. ; 

** Mrs. Turnbull was pursued up to her waist in the water, and dragged on shore by ten or twelve of these ruf- 
fians, who satiated their brutal desires upon her, after pulling off her clothes, stockings, shoes, &c. ‘This was seen 
by your nephew Keith, and many others. Another case—a married woman, her name unknown to me, with her in- 
fant child in her arms, (the chilc poe dragged from her) shared the same fate. Two young women, well known 
to many, whose names will not be revealed at this time, suffered in like manner. * Doctor Colton, Parson Holson, 
and Mrs. Hopkins, have informed me of these particulars. Another, in the presence of old Mr. Hope, had her 
gown, &c. &c. &c. cut off with a sword, and violence offered in his presence, which he endeavored to prevent, but 
had to quit the room, leaving the unfortunate victim in their possession, who, no doubt, was abused in the same 
way. Old Mr. Hopet himself was stripped naked, pricked with a bayonet in the arm, and slapped in the face; and 
were [ to mention a hundred cases in addition to the above, I do not know that I should exaggerate.” 


Extract from a report made to Major Crutchfield by Thomas Griffin and Robert Lively, Esqrs. dated 


York, 4th July, 1813. 


**Upon reaching Hampton, a scene of desolation and/destruction presented itself. The few inhabitants we found in 
town seemed not yet to have recovered from their alarm: dismay and consternation sat on every countenance: reports 
had reached us of the violence and uncontrolled fury of the enemy after they obtained possession of the place; their 
conduct, in some cases, being represented such as would have disgraced the days of Vandalism. Our feelings were 
much excited, and we deemed it our duty to pursue the inquiry as far as practicable, and are sorry to say, that, from 
all the information we could procure, from sources too respectable to permit us to doubt, we are compelled to be- 
lieve that acts of violence have been perpetrated, which have disgraced the age in which we live. The sex, hitherto 
one by the soldier’s honor, escaped not the rude assaults of superior force; nor could disease disarm the foe of 

is ferocity. The apoiogy, that these atrocities were committed by the French soldiers attached to the British forces 
now in our waters, appears to us no justification of those who employed them, believing, as we do, that an officer is, 
or should be, ever responsible for the conduct of the troops under his command.” 


* The former of these gentlemen acted as surgeon to the detachment lately stationed at Hampton, and isa young gentleman of 
the first respectability. The latter is president of the academy at that place, and stands deservedly high in public estimation. 
Mrs. Hopkins, also, is a lady of very high respectability, and of the most unquestionable veracity. 

T This worthy old gentleman is bowing beneath the pressure of age, being near 70, or older: has a numerous family, most of 
them sons, now in the service of their country, 
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To the Editor of the Enquirer. 


Sir: 

Having just returned from Hampton, where I made myself acquainted with all the particulars of British out- 
rage, whilst that place was in their possession, I am requested, by many persons, to communicate, through you, to the 
public, the information [ have given them. I do this with no hope or expectation of satisfying those who required 
other testimony than Major Crutchfield’s or Captain Cooper’s. _ I too oll know there are those among us, who will 
still doubt, or pretend to doubt. But as I believe this class to be few in number, and insignificant in the public 
estimation; as I firmly believe that a large majority of all political persuasions are open to conviction, and feelingly 
alive to their country’s wrongs; I cannot withhold from them the facts, whose simple recital will, according to their 
different temperaments, inflame them with rage, or fill them with horror. 

My name you are at liberty to give to the public, or only to those who may inquire for it, as you think proper. 1] 
have reason to believe that those who know me, whether federal or republican, will know and acknowledge that | 
am incapable of publishing a falsehood; and I aver, that every statement inconsistent with the following, no matter 
on whose authority it is made, is untrue; in proof of which I solemnly undertake, before the world, to establish every 
fact contained in it, provided any gentleman will sign his name to a denial of either of them. 

I went to Hampton with a determination of inquiring minutely into the truth of reports, which I Aoped, for the 
honor of a soldier’s profession, and of human nature, to have found megs. In the investigation, I resolved to 
depend on the second hand relation of no one, where I could mount to the original source of evidence; but since, in 
some cases, this was impracticable, I feel it a duty carefully to distinguish the one class from the other. 

That the town and country adjacent was given up to the indiscriminate plunder of a licentious soldiery, except, 
perhaps, the house where the head quarters were fixed, is‘an undeniable truth. Every article of valuable property 
was taken from it. In many houses not even a knife, a fork, or i was left. British officers were seen by Dr. 
Colton in the act of plundering a Mr. Jones’s store. His house, although he remained in town, was rifled, and his 
medicine thrown into the public street, just opposite where many officers took up their quarters, who must have been 
eye-witnesses of the scene. The church was pillaged, and the plate belonging to it taken away, although inscribed 
with the donor’s name. The wind-mills in the neighborhood were stript of their sails. The closets, private drawers, 
and trunks of the inhabitants, were broken open, and scarcely any thing seemed to be too trifling an object to excite 
the cupidity of these robbers. Several gentlemen informed me that much of their plunder was brought into the 
back yard of Mrs. Westwood’s house, where Sir Sidney Beckwith and Admiral Cockburn resided. But I had no 
opportunity of seeing this lady, who, if was said, would testify to the fact. In short, Hampton exhibits a dreary and 
desolate appearance, which no American can witness unmoved. Doctor Wardlaw and Mr. John G. Smith, of this 
city, visited it in company with me; and their indignation was equal. They, and every one who saw and heard 
what I have stated, united in execrating the monsters who perpetrated these enormities; and political distinctions, 
if any existed, were lost in the nobler feelings of pity for the sufferers, and a generous ardor to avenge their wrongs. 

ere it may be necessary to notice a publication [ have this moment read in the Alexandria Gazette of the 12th, 
where, among other things, it is said, on the authority of a ** gentleman who was in Hampton the day after the eva- 
cuation by the enemy,” that it was believed there “ that nearly all the plundering was committed by the negroes;’’ 
and that he saw many “articles brought to the magistrates which had been secreted in negro houses.” That some 
plundering may have been committed by the negroes, who, (as I was told) were embodied and paraded though the 
streets, is probable enough; that the expression of such an opinion may have been heard in Hampton is likewise 
probable; but I do utterly deny, that it is believed there, by any person worthy of credit, that “ nearly all the plun- 
dering was committed by them.” Let the gentleman, then, who gives this account, state from whom he derived his 
information. Let him give the names of the ne who received the plunder thus found, and his own; and let 
him declare what were the main articles he saw brought in. I will not directly hazard the assertion, but I am very 
much inclined to believe, there were no magistrates in the town at the time spoken of, unless Parson Holson, Dr. 
Colton, or Captain Wills, are magistrates; and with all these gentlemen I conversed, and heard not a whisper coun- 
tenancing the statement in the Alexandria paper. How it is known that the negroes “ had the address,” first to im- 
-_ on the British commanders, and then on the American troops, which ** induced them to retreat to York,” and 

eave Hampton to be plundered by these artful rogues, that gentleman is left to say; but that the American troops 

did not retire to York, in consequence of such information, is undoubtedly true. Nor is it less true that Captaim 
Cooper’s troop arrived in time to prevent any plundering of the least consequence, after the evacuation; and in time 
to prevent, what many gentlemen there believed to have been a plan concerted between the black and white allies— 
the firing of the town. . 

That ** Admiral Warren expressed his regret that the inhabitants of Hampton had not all remained, as in that 
case no plundering would have happened,” is possible enough; since it admits the fact of the plundering, and is con- 

lained to Cockburn and Beckwith of the destruction 


formable with the answer given to Captain Wills, who compl: 
of his private property. ‘* Why did you quit your house?” said these honorable men. ‘* I remained in my house,” 


answered Doctor Colton, * and have found no better treatment.” 

That Kirby, who, for seven weeks or more, had been confined to his bed, and whose death the savages only a lit- 
tle hastened, was shot in the arms of his wife, is not denied. ‘Those who wish for further confirmation may go 
and take him from his grave, and weep, if they can feel for an American citizen, over his mangled body. They 
may go to his wounded wife, and hear her heart-rending tale, and then they may turn to the account of the gentle- 
man, and derive consolation from the excuse (which / never heard) * that it was done in revenge for the refusal of 
the militia to give quarter to some Frenchmen, who were on board a barge that was sunk by our troops, who con- 
tinued to fire on the almost drowning men, when making for the shore.” This vile slander on our troops will, I have 
no doubt, be met, in the proper manner, by the gallant officer who commands them at Norfolk. But the worst is to 
come. 

I conversed with a lady whose name is mentioned in Captain Cooper’s letter, in company with Parson Holson, 
Doctor Colton, and Captain Wills. Her story was too shocking in its details to meet the public eye. When 
had convinced her of the object I had in view in visiting her—that it was dictated by no impertinent curiosity, buta 
desire to know the whole truth, to enable me, on the one hand, to do justice even to an enemy, or, on the other, to 
electrify my countrymen with the recital of her sufferings, she discovered every thing which ter convulsive strug: 
gles between shame and a desire to expose her brutal assailants would permit. This woman was seized by five or 
six ruffians, some of them dressed in red and speaking correctly the English language, and stripped naked. Her cries 
and her prayers were disregarded, and her body became the subject of the most abominable indecencies. She at one 
time made her escape, and ran into a creek hard by, followed by a young daughter; whence she was dragged by the 
monsters in human shape, to experience new and aggravated suffering. In this situation she was kept the whole 
night, whiist her screams were heard at intervals by some of the Americans in town, who could only clasp their 
hands in hopeless agony. 

Virginian! American! Friend or enemy of the administration, or of the war! go, as I have done, to this woman’s 
house,and hear and see her. See too her young daughter on the bed of sickness, in consequence of the abuses of 
that night! and your heart, if it be made of ** penetrable stuff,” will throb with indignation, and a thirst for revenge, 
and your hand instinctively grasp the weapon for inflicting it. 

A Mrs. Briggs related to us, that a woman who had come to Hampton, to visit her husband, who was in the mi- 
litia, was taken forcibly from her side by four soldiers in green, and with her young child, which one of them 
snatched from her arms, borne to the hospital, in spite of her screams. ‘They had previously robbed them of their 
rings, and attempted to tear open their bosoms. A Mrs. Hopkins, who was not in town when I was there, obtained 


the assistance of an officer, and rescued the woman from her ravishers, but not until one of them had gratified his 
abominable desires. I was told by the gentleman who accompanied me, that Mrs. Hopkins confirmed this state- 
ment, and would swear to at least two other cases of a similar kind, without, however, giving up the names of the 


young and respectable women who suffered. 7” 
Doctor Colton and Captain Mills, assisted by an officer, rescued another lady from the greatest of all calamities. 
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Mr. Hope, aged, as he told Major Crutchfield, (in my presence) sixty-four or five years, was seized by these 
me. '. and stripped of all his clothing, even of his shoes and his shirt. A bayonet was runa little way into his 
arm behind, as if in cruel sport; while several were held to his breast. In this situation he was kept fora consider- 
able time, and would probably have been another victim of their rage, if theirattention had not been diverted to a 

sought refuge in his house. ‘They followed her into the kitchen, whither she had ‘run for safety. 


woman, who had c 1 t 
and when he returned to his house, he was told by his domestics 


Mr. Hope made off amidst her agonizing screams, | ; 
that their horrid purposes were accom lished. This I had from him. 

How far this violation extended will never be known. Women will not publish what they consider their own 
shame, and the men in town were carefully watched and guarded. But enough is known to induce the belief of the 
existence of many other cases, and enough to fire every manly bosom with the irrepressible desire of revenge. 

I am not disposed to tire the public patience, or [ could tell of enormities little inferior to the above. But the en- 
emy are convicted of robbery, rape, and murder, and it is unnecessary to add to the catalogue of their crimes. 

Men of Virginia! will you permit all this? Fathers, and brothers, and husbands, will you fold your arms in apa- 
thy, and oniy curse your despoilers? No, you will fly with generous emulation to the unfurled standard of your 
country. You will imitate the example of those generous spirits who are, even now, in crowds, tendering their ser- 
vices to the commander-in-chief; who are pouring from their native mountains, and soliciting to be led against the 
enemy wherever he dares to shuw his face. You will prove yourselves worthy of the immortal honor that the enemy 
has conferred upon you in selecting you as the object of his vengeance. You will neglect, for-a time,-all civil pur- 
suits and occupations, and devote yourselves to the art, a knowledge of which the enemy has made necessary. You 


will learn fo command; to obey; and, with “ Hampton” as your watch word—éo conquer. _ 
. . 


Sir: York, July 4, 1813. 


Anxious to effect, as early as possible, the objects of the flag entrusted to us by you on the Ist instant, we proceed - 
ed, immediately after receiving = despatches for Admiral Warren and General Taylor, to Hampton. On our 
arrival at the latter place, some difficulty arose in procuring a vessel to convey us to the British fleet; and after some 
delay, we were compelled to embark in a_ small, open, four oared boat, the only one, it seemed, which the fury of 
the enemy had left capable of floating. We proceeded to the fleet of the enemy with the utmost despatch which 


our little skiff, and the excessive heat of the day, would permit; and when distant from the Admiral’s ship about a 
the officer of which was informed we had despatches for 


half mile, were met and hailed by a barge of the cara fF ee he ages 
ich invitation we accepted, as well to relieve ourselves 


Admiral Warren. We were invited into the barge, w 
from the confinement on board our little vessel, to lighten as much as possible the burthen of our oarsmen, 


and to proceed with as much expedition as was practicable to obtain the objects of our mission. _ On our ar- 
rival at the Admiral’s ship (the San Domingo) we were directed to proceed to the “ Sceptre,” a line of battle 
ship, on which we were informed Admiral Cockburn had recently hoisted his flag. Arriving along side of this ship 
we were desired by the officer of the barge to ascend the ship. Upon our reaching the deck, we found a large as- 
semblage of officers—certainly a greater number than could be necessarily attached toa single ship. In the space of 
ten minutes the two Admirals, Warren and Cockburn, approached; to the former, we delivered your despatches, 
who, upon perusal, evinced embarrassment, and after a short pause, said, that the principal object of the flag appear- 
ed to be to procure supplies for your hospital. He was answered in the affirmative. Could not these supplies have 
been as easily and early procured from Richmond as from Norfolk? We thought not. The Admiral then said he 


would reflect upon the subject, and return us an answer soon, and retired with Admiral Cockburn to the cabin of 
the ship. _A period of about fifteen minutes then elapsed, when Admiral Cockburn advanced, and addressing 
Major Griffin, informed him, that the Admiral would see him in the cabin. Upon. Major Griffin’s reaching 
the cabin, the two Admirals only with him, Admiral Warren again repeated the opinion, that the hospital sup- 
plies could be as expeditiously procured from Richmond, as from Norfolk, saying, it was contrary to their regu- 
lations to permit even a flag to go to Norfolk; that it was their intention to land Mr. King, who went with the flag, 


at Seawell’s point, and jointly with Admiral Cockburn, expressed an unwillingness to pect the flag to pro- 
— could be procured sooner 


ceed. ‘They were: answered, that if the flag was permitted to proceed, the s 

than if the flag was compelled to return, certainly in the course of the following day; that if compelled to resort to 
Richmond, three days, probably more, would pass before the stores could reach Hampton; that our wounded and 
sick were suffering for medicine and necessaries; that all the medicine, private as well as public property, had 
been wantonly destroyed by the troops who lately conteset a ye and that the supplies absolutely required 
The Admiral said he had heard that. the hos- 


for the use of the hospital could not be procured in Hampton. 
He was asked from whence, and assured it was not the case. Finding 


pitals had received some supplies. ‘ ‘ 
the Admiral still hesitating, Major Griffin said, “that the reputed humanity of Admiral Warren forbid Major 
Crutchfield to doubt that the application for the passage of a flag to Norfolk would be refused.” ' After a short 
pause Major Griffin was informed that the flag might proceed, upon condition of returning along-sideé the ship, in 
the same vessel, with the same persons, and with no increase of persons... The restriction to the same vessel was 
combated, on the ground that, in the event of much wind, the boat was too small to navigate the roads, and“thus 
the object of the flag would be defeated. But finding no relaxation inthe condition probable, it was determined, 
upon consultation with Lieutenant Lively, to proceed. Upon the subject of prisoners, Admiral Warren acknow- 
ledged one only to be in the fleet, taken at Hampton. He declined all arrangement, and avoided all discussion on 
this topic, saying he had opened a correspondence with General Taylor, but nothing was decided.’ Relative to the 

had been restored, 


officers’ baggage captured in Hampton, the Admiral said that such articles as had been found 
apers of Captain Pryor, which had_been placed in the care of Captain Myers of Norfolk, and 


and mentioned the whi 1 in the c i 
assured Major Griftin that he would direct Sir Sidney Beckwith to inquire farther, and if any should be discovered 
it would be made known to us on our return. We were then informed we might proceed, which we immediately 
did, and reaching Norfolk after 3 P. M. repaired to General ‘Taylor’s quarters, who directed the supplies written 
for by the surgeons. Returning on the 2d, we were, as customary, again met by a barge of the enemy, and desired’ 
to call on board the Admiral’s ship; we entered the ship with the officer of the barge, and were received by the 
Captain, who inquired if we had despatches for the Admiral. Being informed we were the returning flag that had 
proceeded to Norfolk the day before, the Captain retired to the cabin, and shortly returned with information that 
we might proceed when we pleased; this we did, and deposited with Doctor Colton the medical and hospital sup- 
plies sent from Norfolk. ei 

Upon our reaching Hampton a scene of desolation and destruction presented itself. ‘The few. inhabitants we 
found in town seemed not yet to have recovered from their alarm; dismay and consternation sat on every counte- 
nance. Reports had reached us of the violence and uncontrolled fury of the enemy after they obtained possession 
of the place; their conduct, in some cases, being represented such as would have disgraced the days of Vandal- 
ism. Our feelings were much excited, and we deemed it our duty to pursue the inquiry as far as practicable, ahd 
are sorry to say, that, from all che information we could procure, from sources too respectable to permit us to.doubt, 
we are compelled to believe that acts of violence have been perpetrated, which have disgraced the age in which we 
live. The sex, hitherto guarded by the soldier’s honor, escaped not the rude assaults of eupertor force; nor could 
disease disarm the foe of his ferocity. The apology that these atrocities were committed by the French soldiers 
attached to the British forces now in our waters appeared to us no justification of those-who employed them, believ- 
ing, as we do, that an officer is, or should be, ever responsible for the conduct of the troops under his command. 

We have the honor to be, your humble servants, 
THOMAS GRIFFIN, 
To Major Crutcurietp, Commandant, York. ROBERT LIVELY. -. 


*Believed, upon good authority, to be Colonel Richard E. Parker, of Westmoreland county, Virginia. 
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ADDENDA. 
Wasuineton Cry, July 30, 1813. 


x From William Berry, Midshipman in the Frigate Chesapeake. 
IR: 

I consider myself bound to lay before you what came under my knowledge while on board the Chesapeake, as 
well as on board the Shannon. ; 

After the enemy had complete possession of the ship, Midshipmen Randolph and Flushman were ordered from 
the fore and main top. In coming down the shrouds Lieutenant Faulkner (the British officer) said to his men, kill 
those damned rascals. Then, and immediately, several muskets were discharged at them, but without effect. My 
station was in the mizen top, where I had an opportunity of seeing their actions. I was looking on deck when I saw 
one of the Chesapeake’s men crawling along, attempting to get below, with one of his legs off” One of the enemy 
stepped up to him with his cutlass, and immediately put an end to his existence. Lieutenant Faulkner looked up in 
the mizen tops pointing at me, said he to his men, go up three of you and throw that damned Yankee overboard. 
They immediately rushed up, seizing me by the collar; now, said they, you damned Yankee, you shall swim for it, 
attempting to throw me overboard; but I got within the rigging, when one of them kicked me in the breast, which 
was the cause of my falling; being stunned by the fall, 1 lay some time senseless, and, when I came too, I was cut 
over the head with a cutlass, which nearly terminated my existence. Eleven of our midshipmen were confined in 
a small place, nine feet by six, with an old sail to lay on, and a guard at the door, until a day or two before our 
arrival at Halifax; and, likewise, eleven of us upon five rations, and some days only one meal. Our clothes were 
taken on board of the Shannon; Lieutenant Wallis, the commanding officer on board, would not let us take our 
clothes below with us, but pledged his word and honor as an officer, we should receive our clothes. But we dis- 
covered, next morning, that their midshipmen had on our clothes and side arms. We were conversing together 
respecting our clothes—one of their midshipmen overheard our conversation, and made a report to the Lieutenant 
commanding. He then sent word to us that if we said any thing more about the clothes, he would put us in the 
fore-hold with the men. We expected to receive our clothes when we arrived in port, but, I assure you, sir, 
nothing was ever restored. Other rascally things occurred, which our officers will; when they return, make known 
to the public, disgraceful to a civilized nation. If your request could have been made sooner, I should have felt 


gratified in making a fuller statement. 
: I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
Honorable L. Connicr, FVashington. WILLIAM BERRY. 


Another circumstance took place on board, which entirely escaped ¥ cee | until this moment. Several of 
the officers had money taken from them which they received from the Chesapeake as prize money. Mr. Higin- 
botham, as nearly as [ can recollect, had upwards of one hundred and thirty dollars. 


. Georcetown, July 30th, 1813. 
IR: 

Having perused a letter of yours to Mr. Berry, requesting information respecting the treatment of the Ameri- 
can officers and seamen of the late Cheasapeake, I consider myself bound, sir, to lay before you what came under 
my knowledge. My having been wounded, and remaining on board the Chesapeake, might not give me that scope 
for observation which others possessed; but, | am sorry to say, many things transpired 5 model to the character 
of a brave enemy. Whilst undressing myself in the steerage, after the Americans were driven below or had surren- 
dered, and after resistance had ceased, | believe entirely, several muskets and pistols were at once pointed down 
the hatchway, and discharged in the direction of the pees te and as the steerage and cockpit were ited with the 
wounded, in all probability some of them were killed outright. It was Midshipman Hopewell, and not Livingston, 
who was so inhumanly treated, as described in the public prints. It has been the custom in our navy to take the 
side-arms of officers, (prisoners) but to restore them on their leaving the ship. Ours were taken, worn, and never 
restored, together with what nautical instruments they could lay their hands on. When spoken to by the American 
officers on the subject, the answer was, such things were free plunder. A day or two after the action, I was con- 
versing with Lieutenant Budd and Mr. Nicholls, near the tafferel, respecting the engagement, when it was observed 
sume of the Shannon’s men were listening to our conversation. Immediately after, Lieutenant Faulkner, the com- 
manding officer, ordered sentinels to be placed at the mizen mast; and, said he to them, if you see any of the 
Chesapeake’s officers abaft the mizen mast, cut them down; if you see them conversing together, cut them down 
without hesitation. It will be remembered the three officers who caused this order were all severely wounded. 
We received no caution and overheard it by accident. So great was the rage for plunder, that Capain Lawrence, 
before his death, could not obtain a bottle of wine from his private sea stores, without a_note from the doctor to the 
Lieutenant commanding. I pass over the robbing of the midshipmen on board the Shannon, as it did not come 
under my immediate notice. If your request could have been made earlier, [ should have felt gratified in making 
a fuller statement. 

Yours, respectfully, 
WM. A. WEAVER. 


Honorable Lewis Conpicr, Washington. 
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ADDITIONAL FORTIFICATIONS, AND AN INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, AUGUST 1, 1813, 


Committee Cuameer, Monday, 30th May, 1813. 
Sir: 
I am directed by the committee of the Senate to whom was referred so much of the message of the President 
as relates to the military establishment, to inquire of you what provision has been made, by your Department, for the 
protection and defence of the seaboard of the United States; whether the protection authorized by law is deemed 
sufficient; if not, what further er other provision is considered necessary; whether any, and, if any, what, modifica- 
tion of the os yan: establishment, or extension thereof, is deemed expedient. I am also directed to ask you to give 
the committee such information, in relation to any other specific objects injyour Department, as you may deem pro- 
per to be communicated, or which may require legislative provision. 

Accept assurances of my high respect. 
JOSEPH ANDERSON, Chairman. 


To the Secretary or War. 
































1813.} ADDITIONAL FORTIFICATIONS—INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 883 


“War DerarrMENT, June 10th, 1813, 





Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, written by direction of the Com- 
mittee of the Senate ** to whom was referred so much of the message of the President as relates to the military esta- 
blishment;” and inquiring 
What provision had been made by the War Department for the pa of the seaboard? vi 
Whether the protection authorized by law be deemed sufficient? And, if not, Whatfurther or other provision 

be considered necessary? - 5 ‘ 
Whether any, and, if any, what, modification or extension of the military establishment be deemed expedient? and 
What other specific objects within my Department may require legislative provision? 


To these questions I beg leave to reply: 


ist. That, so far as the defence of the seaboard depends on'troops, the statement I had the honor to make to you 
yesterday will be found to contain an appropriate answer to the first question. It but remains, therefore, to present 
a table of the posts, the number and caliber of the cannon, and of the quantity of ammunition, at each of these. 
This will be found in the documents enclosed, numbered 1, 2, 3.* é 

2d. That, in my opinion, the present protection of the seaboard is not sufficient, and that the measures to be 
taken for its better defence are of two kinds: additional fortifications, and an increased number of regular troops. 

Under the former of these heads, it is proposed to erect a work, of earth, (or of more durable materials, if found 
advisable) ona small island of the Delaware, called the Pea Patch. The plan and extent of the work will be adapt- 
ed to the relation which the island bears to the shores and channel of the Delaware; and, from the survey made, itis 
believed that the work will completely cover both. ‘The situation of the island is eight miles below New Castle. 

A work of the same description at Hawkins’s Point, near Baltimore. 

A work on Maryland Puint, or on that called Cedar Shoal Point, on the Potomac. It cannot be doubted but 
that the seat of the National Government should be placed, not merely beyond injury, but beyond disturbance, from 
an enemy. 

A work on Craney Island, for the better protection of Norfolk, has been commenced, and is mentioned here but 
from a belief that the importance of the position will be found to justify an extension of the present plan. 

At Charleston, or its dependencies, some covering works have been projected, but want of funds has hitherto 
prevented their execution. 

Savannah is believed to be a position which, from various causes, is more exposed than any other, and upon the 
defence of which, few expenditures of public money have been made. It is, therefore, proposed to protect it by a 
chain of redans on three of ‘its sides, and, on the fourth, which is understood to be the most vulnerable, by a few 
redoubts, connected by a ditch and parapet, &c. &c. , 

No additional work at New Orleans is thought necessary. One, of regular form, and of considerable extent, has 
been recently erected on the Eastern bank of the Mississippi, at the Detour |’Anglais, and a second has been pro- 
jected for commanding the entrance from the sea into lake Pontchartrain. When these are finished, the defence of. 
New Orleans from exterior attacks, and by means of fixed batteries, may be considered as ye 

Under the second general provision, (an increased number of regular troops) I offer the following arrangement 
of permanent garrisons, viz: 


To districts No. 1 anid 2, - - - - - 2,000 men, 
To do do. 3 and 4, - - ° = ‘ 3,000 
To do. do. 5, - ° e * ° 3,000 
To do. do. 6, - - “ ‘ . 2,000 
To do. do 7, - - - . ° 3,000 


3d. In fulfilling the arrangement stated in the preceding article, it will be necessary to organize the whole num- 
ber of the twenty regiments authorized to be raised during the last session of Congress, Of these regiments fifteen 
have been already set on foot, including ten companies of rangers, intended for the defence of the territories of In- 
diana, Illinois, and Missouri. It is respectfully proposed that the remaining five be also raised expressly for the de- 
fence of other and particular points, and that their service be made commensurate with the war. Corps of this 
description may be promptly obtained, and made to take a very efficient character. ‘This is the only modification 
of the present military establishment which is believed to be necessary. An extension of it, called for as well b 
justice as by policy, is the establishment ofan invalid corps. Instances of partial decrepitude have been much munt- 
tiplied by the events of the last and present campaigns, and can best be relieved by an establishment which but de- 
mands from the sufferer a service proportioned to his physical ability, and which, while it gives occupation, guaran- 
ties against want. 

4th. Some minor and insulated subjects require legislative notice and provision. 

1. The law creating the ordnance department provides for four deputy commissaries. It is proposed to autho- 
rize the President to add five other deputies. This will enable the head of that department to assign to each mili- 
tary district, one deputy, who shall establish and superintend a laboratory within the same, and thus do away the 
expense and risk of transmitting fixed ammunition from one district to another. 

2. Aids-de-camp are now taken from the line of the army, in all cases; as are assistant adjutante and inspec- 
tors general, and (in many cases) their principals; and, also, the paymasters of districts. ‘These multiplied draughts 
upon the line are found to have a bad effect, and the more so, as officers of the greatest intelligence are generally 
selected to fill these appointments. It is therefore proposed that general officers be permitted to select their aids 
from the mass of citizens, and that the rank, pay, and emoluments, of a captain of cavalry be given to each aid-de- 
camp, so long as he be continued as such. 

3. No provision is made by law for paying money to officers of light dragoons and light artillery, in lieu of forage, 
when not drawn in kind. 

4. The provisions of the act of the 6th of July, 1812, in relation to the price to be allowed in lieu of forage not 
drawn in kind, by officers of certain grades, appear to be contradictory. 

5. The United States possess, in fee simple, sundry lots of ground in Pittsburg. It is understood that, if these 
were divided into smaller lots, and sold at public sale, they would bring not less than forty thousand dollars—a sum 
which would be competent to establish a laboratory near that place, on a scale proportioned to all the demands of 
the West, Southwest, and Northwest. A law will be necessary to make such sale. . 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Hon. Josrpu ANpERSON, Esg. Chairman, &c. &c. . 


" War Department, June 18th, 1813. 
SIR? 

The following report, additional to that made on the 10th instant, on the subject of an increased seaboard de- 
fence, is respectfully submitted to the committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s message as relates 
to the military establishment. , ; 

Our Atlantic towns and cities furnish, respectively, a large number of seafaring men, who, from their hardihood, 
and habits of life, might be very usefully employed in the defence of the seaboard, particularly in the management 
of great guns, whether in fixed or in floatin batteries, or in those of position. A corps of great.efficiency might be 
formed out of these men, and on terms much more economical than those necessary to obtain soldiers of the line. 


* Not on file. 
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384 MiLITARY AFFAIRS. 


Their term of service need not exceed eight months in each year, viz: from the month of March to that of De- 
cember. ‘They may be had at the rate of twelve dollars per month (if subsisted) and without expense on account of 


$12,000 





clothing. 
1,000 sea fencibles, at $12 per month, each, is, per month. 


8 months, at $12,000, per month, is. > ‘ : . 96,000 
Subsistence for term aforesaid, is _ é il — . ° 36,600 
Pay and subsistence of officers, viz: 10 captains, 10 first lieutenants, 10 second lieuten- 

° . ° 12,952 





ants, and 10 third lieutenants, is 
Total, $145,552 





I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Honorable JosepH ANDERSON, . ~~ 
Chairman, §c. &¢. Senate United States. 


War Department, July 12th, 1813. 


Sir: 

In reply to the inquiry of the honorable the Senate, viz: ‘* What preparations have been made, and are now 
in readiness, for the defence of the navy yard and other public property in the city of bie we in case it should 
be assailed by the enemy?” I have the honor to report that, on the water line, the means of defence are of two kinds, 
naval and weg 3 that there are of the former, one frigate, two schooners, and three gunboats, so stationed as to 
co-operate with Fort Washington; that this fort and its covering work have been recently put into a state of thorough 
repair, are well equipped with heavy cannon, furnaces, &c. &c., and are now ecctpled. . a competent garrison of 
United States’ artillerists; that, to any attempts on the land side, we can oppose the 10th, 36th, 38th, and a detach- 
ment from the 5th, regiments of infantry, and one battalion of militia; the whole amounting to 1,600 effectives. ‘Chat 

battalion 3 that two compa- 


the navy yard and marine establishment can furnish an additional defence of nearly one 
nies of light artillery have been organized, under an officer of much experience, and are supplied with cannon, cais- 
are in weekly drill, and ready for service the moment that a call upon them 


sons, &c.; that several uniformed cor > in tl 
shall become necessary; that, within the District alone, we may count on an additional force of nearly twelve hun- 
dred effective militia, and that a competent supply of arms, and of fixed and loose ammunition, has been placed 


? 


within their reach. : 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


The Chairman of the Military Committee of the Senate of the United States. 
War Department, July 26th, 1813. 


Sir: 
I beg leave to submit to the consideration of the Military Committee of the Senate, a copy of a letter from 
having relation to the subject submitted in my letter of the 


Commodore Chauncey to the Secretary of the ae t t 
19th instant. Mr. Stacey has been discharged, on the ground that a citizen cannot be considered as a spy. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Hon. Mr. Anperson, Chairman of the Military Committee Senate United States. 


U.S. Sure Mapison, Sacketi’s Harbor, July 4, 1813. 


SIR: 

On the Ist instant I caused Mr. Samuel Stacey to be apprehended as a spy. Mr. Stacey lives upon the St. 
Lawrence, a few miles below Ogdensburg, and I have the most positive information that he has been in the habit of 
conveying information to the enemy for many months. He visited this place a few dzys before the British made the 
attack on the 29th of May, and I have no doubt but that he is the person that gave the information that most of the 
troops had been sent to Niagara. _ I had information from the De mp that I ‘ae! on the other side that this man 
would visit the Harbor about the last of June. He was accordingly watched. hen he left Ogdensburg, he said 
he was going to Utica upon important business. He told others that he was going into the Western country to collect 
money, instead of which, he came to the Harbor, without any ostensible business, and made a great many inquiries 
respecting the fleet: when they would sail? and the force of the new — &c. &e. I therefore thought it my duty 
to detain this man for trial. I can prove his frequent intercourse with the enemy. At any rate I shall deprive the 
enemy of the information which he could have conveyed to him, which is all important at this time. 

It would be very desirable to hang this traitor to his country, as he is considered respectable in the country in 
which he lives; and I think that it is full time to make an example of some of our countrymen, who are so base and 
degenerate as to betray their country by becoming the spies and informers of our enemy. I hope the steps which 1 
have taken, with respect to Mr. Stacey, will meet with your approbation. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 


The Honorable Witu1am Jones, Secrelary of the Navy, Washington. 
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REGISTER, AND RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE ARMY FOR 1813. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DECEMBER 29, 1813. 
War Department, December 27, 1813. 





s 
" to a resolution of the honorable the Senate of the United States, dated July 31, 1813, I have the 


Conformabl ; ; é ' 
honor to transmit, herewith, a corrected list of all the officers in the army of the United States. 
I have the honor, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


The Paestognr of the Senate of the United States. 
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GENERAL STAFF. 


War Deparrment, /Vashington. 













































































Staff Appointments. Names, and Rank in Line. st —— wi Stations. 
Adjutant and Inspector General. : 
Inspector General, - - | Abimael Y. Nicoll, major Ist artillery, - | March 18,1813. | Washington. 
Assistant Adjutant General, Charles K. Gardner, major 25th infantry, March 18, ‘“ 
Commissary General Ordnance, Decius Wadsworth, - | July 2, 1812, Do. 
Deputy Commissary Ordnance, John Morton, - - - - | Sept.11, * Do. 
itto, - - | Edwin Tyler, - - - - | Aug. 5, 1813. Do. 
Assistant Ditto, - - | Nehemiah Baden, - - - | Aug, 6, Do. 
Paymaster of the Army - | Robert Brent, - - | July 1, 1808, Do. 
Assistant Topographical Engineer,| James Kearney, lieutenant 5th infantry, April 12, 1813. Do. 
MILITARY DISTRICT, No. 1. 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 
Brigadier General, - - | T. H. Cushing, commanding. 
Adjutant General, - - | Peter P. Schuyler, colonel 13th infantry, | April 28, 1813. 
Assistant Inspector General, - | Enos Cutler, captain 7th infantry, - | March18, “ 
Assistant Dep. Quartermast. Gen.| Jonathan Allen, - - - | April20,  * 
Hospital Surgeon, - - | Benjamin Waterhouse. - - - | June 29, os 
Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, - | Joseph Goodhue, - - - - | Feb. 8, 1803. 
Ditto, - - - | James H. Sargent, - - - | March 8,) 1806, 
District Paymaster, - - | Nehemiah Freeman, - Boston. 
Ditto, - - | Jos. C. Boyd, for militia, &e. - - - - Maine. 
Deputy Commissary of Purchases, Amasa Stetson, - - - - ° Boston. 
Ditto, - - - | John Langdon, jun. - - - - - Portsmouth. 
Military Storekeeper, - | Samuel Devans, - - - - - - Charlestown. 
Ditto, - - - | John Rice, - - . - - - Portsmouth. 
Ditto, - - - | John Chaffee, - - - - - Springfield. 
MILITARY DISTRICT, No. 2. 
Rhode Island and Connecticut. 
Brigadier General, : - | H. Burbeck, brevet, commanding. 
Inspector General, - Jacob Kingsbury, colonel Ist infantry, - April 28, 1813. 
Assistant Dep. Quartermast. Gen. Richard H. Ashley, lieutenant Ist artillery, April li, “ 
Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, - | William Turner, - Sept. 28, se 
District Paymaster, - George L. Perkins, - - : New London. 
Deputy Commissary of Purchases, Elisha Tracy, - - - - . . Norwich. 
Military Storekeeper,  - - | Giles L. Hommedieu, - - - ° Norwich. 
MILITARY DISTRICT, No. 3. 
New York, from the Sea to the Highlands, and East Jersey. 
Major General, - - - | Henry Dearborn, commanding, - New 
Adjutant General, - | John R. Fenwick, Gentenant-celenel L. A. March 18, 1813. — 
Assistant Adjutant General, - | Thomas Chrystie, lieutenant 3d artillery, Marchi18, “ Do. 
Inspector General, - | Nicholas Gray, March 18, “ Do. 
Assistant Inspector General, J.C. Tillotson. lieut. 2d light dragoons, March 18, & Do. 
Deputy Quartermaster General, Theophilus W. Smith, — - - | April 2, & Do. 
Assistant Dep. Quartermast. Gen. | William A. Barron, - - April 2, “ 
Engineer, William Cutbush, first lieutenant, . Fort Columbus 
Deputy Commissary of Ordnance, George T alcott, jun. lieut. 25th infantry, Aug. 5 “© | New York. 
Assist. Deputy Com. of Ordnance, JEneas M’Kay,_~ - - - | March ‘ 12, : * 
a ge ~ ee — oo oh - - - - “e 18, “ Do. 
ospital Surgeon, - | Samue erly, - - - - | July 6 1819, Fort Co P 
Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, - | Alexander Wolcott, - - - March 25, ** J ee 
Chaplain, - - - | Peter I. Vanpelt, - - - - | April 2, 1813, 
aera Paymaster, ° Samuel H. akin, - - - New York. 
He ed Commissary of Purchases, Samuel Russell, . ° ° ‘ . - 
Military Storekeeper, - - | John Fellows, - - - ‘ ‘ A Do. 
Ditto, - - - | Jonathan Snowden, - - - - - West Point. 
Ditto, - = - | H. P. Deering, . . ° - ° Sagg Harbor. 
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MILITARY DISTRICT, No. 4. 


West Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. 

















Staff Appointments. 


Names, and Rank in Line. 








Ss nt EE kad 


Brigadier General, - 
Adjutant General, « 
Assistant Inspector General, 
Quartermaster General, 
Deputy te. master General, 
Assistant 


Ditto, - 


", 


> 


Ditto, - 


Apothecary General, = - 

iH Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, 

District Paymaster, - 
Ditto, 


Military Storekeeper, - 
J Ditto, a - 
th Ditto, - - 

Ditto, - 


ep. Quartermast. Gen. 


| 
| 
torch Bloomfield, : - 
| William Duane, - 

_ Robert Sterry, captain 6th infantry 


| William Linnard, 


| J. S. Swearingen, captain Ist artillery, 


| Robert Patterson, lieutenant 32d infantry, 


' Samuel Duncan, - ° . 


Deputy Commissary of Or dnance, | Abraham R. Woolley, - - 
Assist. Deputy Com. of Ordnance,, 


e, William Wade, - . “ 
William C. Lyman, 


Francis Le Barron, - 
| John F. Heileman, 


- Henry Phillips, captain 6th infantry, 


Assistant Topographical Engineer,| Thomas Clark, lieutenant ad artillery, 


_ Jacob W. Albright, lieutenant Ist infantry, 


Commissary General of Purchases,| Callender Irvine, - 


Richard Parker, = - 
| William C. Bennett, 
1D). Kirkpatrick, = - 
| John M. Taylor, - 














MILITARY DISTRICT, No. 5. 


Maryland and Virginia. 








o_o 


Brigadier General. 


iy Adjutant General, . 
Quartermaster General. 
# Deputy Quartermaster General, 


Assistant Dep. Quartermast. Gen. 
Engineer, - - 
Assistant Engineer, - 
Topographical Engineer, 
Hospital Surgeon’s Mate, 
} Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, 
Ditto, - - 
District Paymaster, - 
Ditto, 


ee 


Ditto, 

Ditto, - 
Military Storekeeper, 

Ditto, - 

Ditto, - 











yea 


— ts 
‘ ' ‘ ‘ 


Deputy Commissary of Purchases, 


| James Bankhead, major 7th infantry, 


William Swan, major 2d infantry, 


"4 Paul Bentalou, - . . 


Ferdinand Marsteller, - 


Samuel Badcock, captain. 





Lemuel B. Clark, 





John M’Kinney, - - 
James Calhoun, Jr., - 
Robert C. Jennings. - 
Edwin Starke, - - 
Samuel Annin, - . 
Thomas B. Rutter, - 









Paul H. Perrault, ° - 
William Jones, _ - : . 
George W. Maupin, A ‘ 


Saterlee Clark, lieutenant Ist artillery, 
Samuel Turner, - - é 


Walker K. Armistead, lieutenant- colonel. 
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MILITARY DISTRICT, No. 6. 


North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 








Major General, - - 
Adjutant General, . 
Assistant General, - 
Inspector General, 





Deputy Quar termaster General, 
itto, - 
Assist. Dep. Quartermaster Gen. 
Ditto, ™ 
Ditto, - - 
Ditto, - - 
Engineer, 
Deputy Commissary of Ordnance, 
Assist. do. do. 
Ditto. - - - 
Judge Advocate, - - 
Hospital Surgeon, - 
Ditto, . - 
(; Ditto, - 
in Hospital Surgeon’ 8 Mate, 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, - - 


a 
| Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, 
' 


District Paymaster, 
Military Storekeeper, - 


‘Thomas Pinckney, commanding. 
Francis K. 


Thomas Bourke, - 


William Cox, - 
Joseph B. Paine, - . 
James Ward, - - 
Prentis Willard, captain. 
John H. Margart, - 
Daniel Bruckner, : 
Christopher Keyser, - 
Thomas T. Dent, - 
William M’Caw, - 
George V. Proctor, 
Thomas Akin, 

John H. Sackett, - 
Joseph L. Stevens, 
Wiiliam Meriwether, . - 
William Ballard, - - 
Samuel Dusenbury 


Henry Simmons, - 





Huger, lieutenant col. 2d art. 
John Erving, lieutenant Ist artillery, 
William R. Boote, major 2d infantry, 
Samuel Chaplain, lieutenant Ist artillery, 


Peter Le uex, lieutenant 8th infantry, 


Hamlin Cook, eatenent ath infantry. 











(181s. ’ 
7 j 
Dates of Commis- | ‘ 
sion, in Staff. | Stations. 
Philadelphia. 
March 22, 1813. Do. 
May 10, “* Do. 
April 12, « Do. 
March 17, . * Pittsburg. 
June ", ** | Province Island. 
Aug. 6 ** | Carlisle. 
Dec. 4, 1812, Pittsburg. 
March 12, 1813. Do. 
April 19, * Do. 
April 1, ** | Philadelphia. 
June ll, “ 
July 2, 1802. | Province Island. 
- Philadelphia. 
- Pittsburg. 
- . Philadelphia. 
- Carlisle. 
- - Wilmington. 
- - Newcastle. 
- - Philadelphia. 
Sept. 9, 1813. | 
Aug. 7, ‘* 
June 29, ** | 
July 17, * | 
Aprili2, “| 
July2, “ | 
Nov. 5, 1802. | 
Jan. 4.1808. | : 
- - ' Annapolis. 
- - Petersburg. 
- Washington. 
- - | Baltimore. 
- - | — 
- ws 38 Hn r’s Ferry. 
- - | Harper’ 
April 6, 1813, 
April 6, va 
April 6, * 
March 18, “ 
April 19, ** 
Aug. 31,“ 
oe ee oe 
ee oe it4 
es os ee 
Dec. 31, 1812, 
Aug. 6, 1813, 
ee ee 
July 19, * 
May 20, = 
Junell, “ 
June 29, = 
March 22, * 
June 4 - 
July = 
March: 24, 1812, 
March 25, “ 
- ° Charleston. 
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MILITARY DISTRICT, NO. 7. 


Louisiana, the Mississippi Territory, and Tennessee. 








Staff Appointments. 


Names, and Rank in Line. 


Dates of Commis- 
sion, in Staff. 





Brigadier General, - 
Ditte, - - 
Assistant Adjutant General, 
Assistant Inspector General, 
Quartermaster General, - 
Assistant Deputy General, 
Hospital Surgeon, - 
Garrison Surgeon, - 
Hospital Surgeon’s Mate, 
Ditto, - - 
Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, 
Ditto, - - 
Ditto, 
District Paymaster, 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, - 





Thomas Flournoy, commanding. 
David R. Williams. _ <t, 
Carey Nicholas, captain 7th infantry, 
Daniel Hughes, captain Ist infantry, 
William Piatt, captain 2d infantry, 
John T. Wirt, lieutenant 2d infantry, 
David C. Kerr, = - - - 
Oliver H. Spencer, - 
James Stephenson, - - 
Stephen Sutton, - - - 
Robert Huston, = - - - 
Charles Slocum, - - - 
William T. Davidson, - - 


S. Knight, captain Ist infantry, for volunt. 


John T. Pemberton, captain 2d infantry, 
Alpha Kingsley, captain 1st infantry, 





April 25, 1813, 
Aug.7, *“ 
June 23, 
April 25, 1813. 
April 30, 1812. 
Oct. 9, 1804. 
May 27, 1812. 


ee ee Oo 


ho 


Feb. 27, 1807. 
March 25, ** 
June 13, 1808. 





Stations. 


New Orleans. 
Tennessee. 





MILITARY DISTRICT, No, 8. 


Kentucky, Ohio, and the Territories of Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Missouri. 








Major General, - - 
Brigadier General, - 
Ditto, - - 
Adjutant General, - 
Assistant General, - 
Assistant Inspector General, 
Quartermaster General, - 


- | William H. Harrison, - - 
- | Duncan M’ Arthur, - - 
- | Lewis Cass. i 
~ | Edmund P. Gaines, colonel 25th infantry, 
- | Robert Dunn, lieutenant 22d infantry, 
- | Levi Hukill, captain 1st light dragoons, 
- | John C. Bartlett, - ‘« - 


Deputy Quartermaster General, - | Taylor Berry, lieutenant 17th infantry, - 


Assist. Dep. Quartermaster Gen. 
Ditto, = - - ~ 
Engineer, - - - 
Ditto, - - - 
‘Topographical Engineer, - 
Deputy Commissary of Ordnance, 
Assistant Comm. of Ordnance, - 
Judge Advocate, - - - 
Hospital Surgeon, : . 
Hospital Surgeon’s Mate,‘ - 
Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, - 

Ditto, - - 

Ditto, - - 

Ditto, - - - 
Regimental Surgeon, - - 
Regimental Surgeon’s Mate, 
Chaplain : - - 

Ditto, - 

District Paymaster, 

Ditto, - 

Ditto, - - - 

Ditto, - - - 
Deputy Commissary of Purchases, 
Assistant Commissary, - . 
Military Storekeeper, = - - 
Brigadier General, - - 
Assist. Dep. Quartermaster Gen. 
Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, - 

Ditto, - - - 





James W. 
Joseph Wheaton, - . - 
Charles Gratiot, captain. 

El. D. Wood, captain and major brevet, 
Simon Z. Watson, ° - 
Robert D. Richardson, — - - 
‘Thomas L. Hawkins, . 
John S. Wills, -- - 
John R. Martin, = - - 
Hugh Stanard, - - 
William Turner, - - 
Cornelius Cunningham, == - 
Anthony Benezet, - . 
Samuel Meriwether, - 
S. M’Keehan, - - 
John M’Culloch, ditto, = - - 
Stephen Lindsley, - : 
Thomas Hersey, - - 
A. Whitlock, captain Ist infantry, 
James Taylor, - - ° 
Samuel Huntington, 
Jesse Hunt, 

John H. Piatt, 
Robert Irvine, 
Thomas Martin, . 
Benjamin Howard, 
William Christy. 
Abraham Stewart, - - 
Jonathan 8. Cool, - 


ryson, lieutenant Ist infantry, 


| 
| 
| 


| Aug 20, 


| Aug. 6, 





Sept. 1, 
March 22, “ 
April6, “ 
April 12, 
March 31, ‘ 
April 25, * 
April 28, * 


o © 


Aug. 5, 


May 7, 
July 2, 
May 20, 
July 9, 
Oct. 15, 


of 


| March 25, 1812, 
_ Aug. 1, 


July 29, * 
oe ir 
ee 


Aug. 20, 


Spel 19, 1813, 
March 6, 1806, 


1813, 


1810, 


1813, 
7 





Upper Canada. 
Detroit. 


Upper Canada. 
itto. 
Ditto, 


Newport. 


Vincennes. 
Head Oo, 
ea arters. 
Ohio. 
Do. 
Detroit. 
Newport. 


| St. Louis. 














District Paymaster, : - | Thompson Douglass, - - “ Feb. 8, 1811. 
MILITARY DISTRICT, No. 9. 
New York, North of the Highlands, and Vermont. 
Major General, - - - | James Wilkinson, commandant. | 
_ _ Ditto, - . - | Morgan Lewis. 
Brigadier General, - John P. Boyd. 

Ditto, -~ : - | Jacob Brown. 

Ditto, - - - | Leonard Covington, - - - | - - Dead. 
Quartermaster General, - - | Robert Swartwout, head of department, - | March 21, 1813, 
Adjutant General, - ~ | John B. Walbach, captain Ist artillery, - | Aug. 6, “ 
Assistant General, - - | John Johnson, major 21st infantry, - | April2, 

Ditto, - - - | Ebenezer Beebe, captain 6th infantry, - = é 

Ditto, - - - | Talbot Chambers, captain 5th infantry, - = - 
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GENERAL STAFF—Continued. 





Staff Appointments. 





Inspector General, - - 
Assistant General, - - 
 niag woae dl General, - - 
Deputy Quartermaster General, - 
itto, » = 1 

Assist. Dep. Quartermaster Gen. 
Ditto, - “ - 

Ditto, - - - 

Ditto, - : 

Ditto, - 

Ditto, 





Ditio, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, - - 
Chief Engineer, - - 
Engineer, - . 
Assistant Engineer, - 
Topographical Engineer, 
Ditto, - - . 
Assist. Topographical Engineer, 
Assist. Commissary Gen. of Ord, 
Deputy a Gen. of Ord. 
ition, - ° . 
Assist. Commissary Gen. of Ord. 
Ditto, - - - 
Ditto, ~ - - 
Judge Advocate, - - : 
Ditto, : . 
Physician and Surgeon General, 
Hospital Surgeon, - - 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, — 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, - 
Hospital Surgeon’s Mate, 
Ditto, - - 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, ~- 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, - 
Ditto, - 
Garrison Surgeon’s Mate. 
Ditto, - - 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Chaplain, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, - 
Deputy Paymaster General, 
Assistant Paymaster General, - 
Ditto, - - - 
District Paymaster, _—_- - 
Deputy Commissary of Purchases, 
Assistant Commissary, - : 
Ditto, - - - 
Ditto, = . 7 
Military Storekeeper, - ° 
Ricut Winc.—Lake Champlain. 


Major General, - - - 
Brigadier General. - 
Ditto, - - 
Adjutant General, - 
Inspector General, - 
artermaster General, - * - 
Assist. Dep. Quartermaster Gen 
Engineer, = - - 
Assistant Engineer, - : 
Assist. Topographical Engineer, 
Hospital Surgeon, - - 
Ditto, —- ° 
Hospital Surgeon’s Mate, - 
Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, - 
District Paymaster, - . 


“Se | ’ 
. : ' ' ‘ 





MILITARY DISTRICT, No. 9—Continued. 





—= 








Names, and Rank in Line. 


James Gibson, captain light artillery, 
John R. Bell, lieutenant light dragoons, 
Elisha Jenkins, of the district,  - - 
Christopher Van de Venter, lieut. Ist. art. 
Samuel Brown, - . - - 
Gustavus Loomis, lieutenant Ist artillery, 
Ezra Smith, lieutenant Ist artillery, 
John Bliss, lieutenant 2d infantry, 
Thomas B. Baldwin, - - 
John G. Camp, lieutenant 12th infantry, 
Marshall Jenkins, - - - - 
Abraham Ten Eyck, - - . 
Thomas Campbell, - - : 
Timothy Burr, - - . - 
James Rees, - - : - 
Joseph G. Swift, colonel. 


| George Bomford, major. 


J. G. Totten, captain and major brevet. 
John Anderson, captain 19th infantry, = - 
Isaac Roberdeau, - . 


Benjamin Connor, lieutenant Ist artillery, | 


James Daliba, lieutenant Ist artillery, = - 
Thomas L. Campbell, : - ‘ 
Rufus L. Baker, - - - - 
George Larned, - . : 
James Baker, 
Philip S. Parker, 
Stephen Lush, Jr. 
James Tilton, 
James Mann, : - . : 
Garret E. Prendergast, —- - - 
William M. Ross, - - - 
Hosea Blood, 
Ezekiel W. Bull, 
William Thomas, 
Rogers Smith, 
Samuel Scofield, - 
Joshua B. Whitridge, - : 
Henry Van Hoevenburg, 
Edward Purcell, - 
William W. Hazard, 
Henry Brundige, - 
William E. Horner, 
John Rodgers, - - - - 
Jos. Wallace, - - - - 
Abraham Vanhoy, - - - . 
Eleazer Aspinwall, : - - 
Joseph West, 
John H. Turner, 
David Neilson, 
Charles Taylor, 
David Jones, 
Robert Elliott, - 
Aaron J. Booge, - - 
Washington Lee, major 16th infantry, 
Joseph H. Rees, lieutenant 3d artillery. 
Donald Fraser, lieutenant 15th infantry. 
Fry Merchant, - - - - 
John H. Plummer, - - 
Mathew Irwin, - - - . 
George Wadsworth, - - - 
James E. Herron, - - - - 
John Shaw, - - - - 


' 8 2 


Wade Hampton. 

Thomas Parker. 

George Izard. 

William King, major 15th infantry, - 
Henry Atkinson, captain 3d infantry, 
James Thomas, - - - 
Henry Stanton, lieutenant light artillery, - 
William M’Ree, major. 

Sylvanus Thayer, Ist lieutenant. 
Daniel Rose, lieutenant 21st infantry, 
Samuel Shaw, - - - 
Walter V. Wheaton, - - 
Thomas C, Walker, - - - 
Israel Stoddard, - - : - 
Walter Sheldon, lieutenant 11th infantry. 


| Dates of Commis- 


sion, in Staff. 


Stations. 





July 13, 1 

Sept. 29, 

April 22, 
arch 26, 


April 19, 





} 

| April 28, 
| May 3, 

| May *. 


*é 


! 

| July 29, 
| July 31, 
| Aug. 1, 


April 12, 
April 29, 
Aug. 3, 


Aug. 5, 
ee 


March 12, 
April 19, 
Aug. 6, 
April 2, 
Oct. 5, 
June 11, 
April 9, 1 
April 25, 
March 18, 1 
May 5, 
Aug. 8, 
July7, 1 


Sept. 15, 


March 31, 
May 2, 
May 14, 
May 16, 
July 2, 
July 13, 


“cc 


July 15, 
June 10, 1 
May 1, 1 
Dec. 3, 1 
April 3, 1 
April 2, 
May 20, 
June 16, 


July 18, 1 
April 25, 
April 28, 
July 12, 


July 20, 
April 6, 
March 28, 
July 2, 
Feb. 18, 





813. 


“c 


Ld 


812. 


e 
813. 

“ 

o 


809. 


May 14, 1812. 


“ec 


March 30, 1813. 


te 
“se 
ee 
“ec 
Ld 
ee 
se 
e 


oe 


802. 
810. 
812. 
813. 
6s 


e 
+s 


813, 


ee 








Prisoner in Can. 


Pris. on parole. 


Utica. 


Albany. 
Ditto. — 
Champlain. 
Burlington. 
Niagara. 
Albany. 
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GENERAL STAFF—Continued. 








RANK, DISTRICTS, STATIONS, &c. 



































Names. Rank. Dates of appointment. No. of Stations and Remarks. 
General Officers. 
Henry Dearborn, - - | Major General, - - January 27, 1812, - 3 
Thomas Pinckney, - - Ditto, ° - | March 27, 1812, - 6 
James Wilkinson, - - Ditto. - - | March 2, 1813, - 9 
Wade Hampton, - - Ditto, - - Ditto, - 9 
Morgan Lewis. - - Ditto, - - Ditto, . 9 
William H. Harrison, . Ditto, - - Ditto, - 5 
Joseph Bloomfield, — - - | Brigadier General, — - - | March 27, 1812, - 4 
James Winchester, - - “Ditto, - Ditto, - - | Prisoner of war. 
William Hull, - - Ditto, - - | April 8, — : - Do. parole. 
Thomas Flournoy, - - Ditto, - | June 18, 1812 - 7 
Thomas H. Cushing, - Ditto, - - | July 2, i812 : 1 
John Chandler, - - Ditto, - - | July ° 1812, - - | Prisoner of war. 
John P. Boyd, - - Ditto, - - yo be 26, 1812, - 9 
Thomas Parker, - - Ditto, - - | March 12, 1813, . 9 
George Izard, - Ditto, - Ditto, - 9 
William H. W inder, - Ditto, - - Ditto, - - | Prisoner of war. 
Duncan McArthur, - - Ditto, - - Ditto, - 8 
Lewis Cass - “ Ditto, - Diito, - 8 
Benjamin Howard, - . Ditto, - - Ditto, - 8 
David R. W illiams, - - Ditto, - - | July 9, 1813, - 7 
Jacob Brown, - - Ditto, - - | July 19, 1813, - 9 
Leonard Covington, - Ditto, August 1, 1813, _ - 9 
Henry Burbeck, - - | Brigadier General by brevet, July 10, 1812, - 2 
Moses Porter, - - “Ditto, ditto. September 10, 1813, 9 
QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
Names Rank. Description of Quarter- Dates of appointment. | No. of} Stations and Re- 
masters. district. marks. 

Robert Swartwout, — - - | Brig. Gen. | Chief of Department, | March 21, 1813. 
William Linnard, — - - Colonel, - | Quartermaster Gen’l, | April 12, ‘1813, - 4 | Philadelphia. 
John C. Bartlett, - . Do. Ditto. Ditto, - 8 
Elisha Jenkins, - Do. Ditto, April 22, 1813, 9 | Albany. 
James ‘Thomas, - - Do. Ditto, April 28, 1813, —- 9 
William Piatt, - - Do. Ditto, June 23, 1813, -| 7 | New Orleans. 
William Swan, - Do. Ditto, August 7, 1813, - | 5 Norfolk. 
James 8S. Swearingen. - | Major, Dep. Q’rmaster Gen. March 17,1813, -| 4 | Pittsburg. 
Samuel Champlain, - - Do. Ditto, March 18,1813, - | 6 Charleston. 
C. Van De Venter, - - Do. Ditto, March 26, 1813, | 
Samuel Brown, - - Do. Ditto, Ditto, . 9 
Taylor Berry, - - Do. Ditto, March 31,1813, - | 8 | St. Louis. 
Theos. W. Smith, - Do. Ditto, April 2, 1813, P 3 | New York. 
Thomas Bourke, - - Do. Ditto, April 19, 1813, -| 6 | Savannah. 
Paul Bentalou, - - Do. Ditto, June 29, 1813, ° | 5 | Baltimore. 
William A. Barron, - | Captain, - | As. Dep.Q’rmast. Gen.| April 2, 1813, ° | 3 | New York. 
Richard H. Ashley, - Do. Ditto, April 11, 1813, ° 2 | Newport. 
Gustavus Loomis, - - Do. Ditto, April 19, 1813, - | 9 
Ezra Smith, - - Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 9 
William Chrystie,  - . Do. Ditto, Ditto, ° 8 | St. Louis. 
Jonathan Allen, - Do. Ditto, April 20, 1813, - | 1 Pittsfield. 
John T. Wirt, - Do. Ditto, April 25. 1813. -| 7 | Mobile. 
James W. Bryson, - - Do. Ditto, Ditto, is 2 Newport. 
John Bliss, - . Do. Ditto, April 28, 1813, | 9 
Joseph Wheaton, - - Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 8 
John G. Camp, - - Do. Ditto, May 20, 1813, -| 9 
Abraham Ten Eyck, - - Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 9 
Robert Patterson, - Do. Ditto, June 24, 1813, at £ 
Henry Stanton, - Do. Ditto, July 12, 1813, - | 9 
Ferdinand Marsteller, - Do. Ditto, July 17, 1813, -| 5 | Washington. 
Thomas Campbell, - Do. Ditto, July 29, 1813, : = 
Timothy Burr, . - Do. Ditto, July 31, 1813, -| 9 
James Rees, - - Do. Ditto, August 1, 1813, -| 9 
Samuel Duncan, - - Do. Ditto, August 6, 1813, - | 4 Carlisle. 
Peter Lequex, - - Do. Ditto, August 31, 1813, - | 6 
William Cox, - - Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 6 
Joseph B. Paine. - Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 6 
James Ward, - - Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 6 
Joseph Miller, - - Do. Ditto, September 1, 1813, | 9 


m 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT, 





(1813. 














Names. 


John Anderson, 

Paul H. Perrault, 
Isaac Roberdeau, - - 
Simon Z. Watson, - - 
Thomas Clark, - . 
James Kearney, - - 
Daniel Rose, : - 
Benjamin Connor, — - - 


John R. Fenwick. - 
William Duane, : - 
Francis K. Huger, _ - - 
Peter P. Schuyler, — - - 
William King, - - 
John B. Walbach, - 
Edmund P. Gaines, - 

James Bankhead, - - 
Charles K. Gardner, - - 
Thomas Chrystie, - - 
Robert Dunn, - - 
John Johnson, - - 
Ebenezer Beebee, - - 
Talbot Chambers. - - 
John Erving, - 

Cary Nicholas, - - 


A. Y. Nicoll, - - - 
Nicholas Gray, - - 
William Boote, - - 
Henry Atkinson, - - 
Jacob Kingsbury. - 

James Gibson, - - 
Enos Cutler, - - 
John C. Tillotson, — - - 
Levi Hukill, - - 
J. Snelling, - - - 
Robert Sterry. - - 
Daniel Hughes, - - 











No. of | Stations and Re- 






































Decius Wadsworth, 

George Bomford, . . 
John Morton, - - - 
Abraham R. Woolley. - 
John H. Margart, . - 
James Dalibre, - 
Thomas L. Campbell. 

Edwin Tyler, - 
R. D. Richardson, — - - 
George Talcott, Jun. - 
Afneas McKay. - 
William Wade, - : 
Rufus L. Baker, - - 
William C. Lyman, - 
George Larned, - - 
Nehemiah Baden, — - - 
Daniel Brucknor, - - 
Christopher Keiser, 
Thomas L. Hawkins, - 


| 
| Rank. | Description. | Dates of appointment. district. onesie. 
} } | | 
Major, - | Topographical Engin. | April 12, 1813, - 4 | Prisoner of war. 
-| Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 5 
Do. Ditto, | April 29,1813, - 4 
| Do. _ Ditto, | August 20, 1813, - 8 | 
| Captain, - | Assist. Top. Engineer,) April 1, 1813, : 4 | 
Do. Ditto, | April 12,1813, - 9 War Office. 
Do. Ditto, July 20, 1813, - 9 | 
Do. Ditto, August 3, 1813, 9 | 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. 
| 
- | Colonel, - | Adjutant General, - | March 18,1813, -| 3 | New York. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - | 4, Philadelphia. 
Do. Ditto, April 6, 1813, - 6 | Charleston. 
Do. Ditto, April 28, 1813, —- 1 ~~ Boston. 
Do. Ditto, July 18,1813, -| 9 
Do. Ditto, August 6,1813, -| 9 
De. Ditto, September 1, 1813, ; 8 | 
Do. Ditto, September 9, 1813, , 5 | Norfolk. 
Major, - = Assist. Adjutant Gen. March 18, 1813. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 3 
Do. Ditto, March 28, 1813, - 8 
Do. Ditto, | April 2, 1813, - 9 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 9 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 9 
Do. | Ditto. April 6, 1813, - 6 
Do. Ditto, | April 25, 1813, 9 
INSPECTOR GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. 
. | | | 
Colonel, - | Inspector General, - | March 18, 1813. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 3 | 
Do. Ditto, April 6,1813,  -| 6 | 
Do. Ditto, | April 25,1813, -| 9 
Do. Ditto, April 28, 1813, ——- 2 
Do. Ditto, July 13, 1813, - 9 | 
Major, - | Assist. Inspect. Gen. | March 18, 1813, - L | 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 3 
Do. Ditto, April 6, 1813, 8 
Do. Ditto, April 25, 1813, —- 9 
Do. Ditto. May 10, 1813, - 4 
Do. Ditto, August 7, 1813, - 7 
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 
Colonel, - | Commissary General, | July 2, 1812, - - | Washington. 
Major, Assist. Commis. Gen. | June 18, 1812, 9 | Albany. 
Captain, - | Deputy Commissary, | September 11, 1812, - | Washington. 
Do. Ditto, | December 4, 1812, 4 Pittsburg. 
Do. Ditto, December 31, 1812, 6 | Charleston. 
Do. Ditto, | August 5, 1813, - 9 | Albany. 
Do. Ditto, | Ditto, - 9 
Do. Ditto, | Ditto, - 5 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 8 | N. W. Army. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 3 > New York. 
Lieutenant,| Assistant Dep. Com. | March 12, 1813, 3 | New York. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 4 | Pittsburg. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, -| 9 | Albany. 
Do. Ditto, | April 19, 1813, - 4 | Pittsburg. 
Do. Ditto, | Ditto, - 9 | Albany. 
Do. Ditto, _ August 6, 1813, - 5 | Washington. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 6 | 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 6 | Charleston. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - - | N. W. Army. 
Do. Ditto, Ditto, - 9 | Albany. 


James Baker, - . ‘ 
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GENERAL STAFF—Continued. 








Names. 


E. A. Bancker, Esq. - 


Philip S. Parker, Esq. 


John S. Wills, Esq. 
T. T. Dent, Esq. 


Stephen Lush, Jun. Esq. 


JUDGE ADVOCATES. 





Rank. 





Judge Advocate, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 


faa 4% 





Dates of appointment. 


March 18, 1813, 
April 2, 1813, 
May 7, 1813, 
July 19, 1813, 
October 5, 1813, 


‘ ' ' ' ' 


No. of 
district. 


Stations and Remarks. 





co wmwew 











James Tilton, - 
Francis Le Baron, 
James Mann, 

G. E. Prendergast, 
David C. Kerr, 
Samuel Akerly, 
William M. Ross, 
W. V. Wheaton, 
Samuel Shaw, 
Hosea Blood, 
William McCaw, 
George D. Proctor, 
B. Waterhouse, 
Thomas Akin, 
John R. Martin, 
E. W. Bull, - 
William Thomas, 
Roger Smith, 
James Stephenson, 
Stephen Sutton, 
Samuel Schofield, 
John H. Sackett, 
J. B. Whitredge, 


H. Van Hoevenberg, 


Edward Purcell, 


William W. Hazard, 


Henry Brundidge, 
Joseph L. Stevens, 
Thomas C. Walker, 
William Jones, 
William E. Horner, 
John Rogers, - 
Joseph Wallace, 

E. Aspinwall, 
Abraham Vanhoy 


William Meriwether, 


A. Torbling, 
Oliver H. Spencer, 
Joseph West, 
John F. Heileman, 
George W. Maupin, 
Joseph Goodhue, 
Abraham Stewart, 
James H. Sargent, 
Robert Huston, 
Charles Slocum, 
Lemuel B. Clark, 


' ' ' ' ' ' ' 1 ' 


William T. Davidson, 


John H. Turner, 
C. Cunningham, 
Jonathan 8. Cool, 
William Ballard, 
Samuel Dusenbury, 


Alexander Wollcott, 


Anthony Benezet, 
William Turner, 
David Neilson, 
Israel Stoddard, 
Charles Taylor, 


Samuel Meriweather, 








HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT. 


Physician & Surgeon General, 


Apothecary General, 


Hospital Surgeon, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 


Hospital Surgeon’s Mate, 


Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Garrison Surgeon, 


- 
- 
— 
- 














June 11, 1813, 
Ditto, 

April 9, 1812, 

April 25, 1812, 

April 30, 1812, 

July 6, 1812, 

March 18, 1813, 

March 28, 1813, 

April 6, 1813, 

May 5, 1813, 

May 20, 1813, 

June 11, 1813, 

June 29, 1813, 
Ditto, 

July 2, 1813, 

August 8, 1813, 

July 7, 1809, 

May 14, 1812, 

May 27, 1812, 
Ditto, 

September 15, 1812, 

March 22, 1813, 

March 30, 1813, - 

March 31, 1813, 

May 2, 1813, 

May 14, 1813, 

May 16, 1813, 

June 29, 1813, 

July 2, 1813, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

July 15, 1813, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

July 19, 1813, 

October 4, 1813, 

July 9, 1804, - 


' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ‘ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 


maevevo 
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New Orleans. 








David Jones, - 
Peter J. Van Pelt, 
James I. Wilmer, 
Robert Elliot, 
Aaron J. Booge, 
Stephen Lindsley, 
Thomas Hersey, 


' i ' ’ ‘ ' ' 





Garrison Surgeon’s Mate, June 10, 1802, - Niagara. 
Ditto, June 2, 1802, ° Fort Mifflin. 
Ditto, November 5, 1802, Fort Nelson. 
Ditto, February 8, 1803, - Fort Constitution. 
Ditto, March 6, 1806, - St. Louis. 
Ditto, Ditto, . Fort Independence. 
Ditto, - | February 27, 1807, Fort Stoddart. 
Ditto, - | March 25, 1807, - Natchitoches. 
Ditto, - | January 4, 1808, - Norfolk. 
Ditto, - | June 13, 1808, - Fort Stoddart. 
Ditto, - | May 1, 1810, - 
Ditto, - | October 15, 1810, - Detroit. 
Ditto, - | February 8, 1811, - Fort Osage. 
Ditto, - | March 24,1812, - Fort Hawkins. 
Ditto. - | March 25,1812, - St. Mary’s. 
Ditto, - Ditto, - New York. 
Ditto, - | March 25,1813, - Fort Wayne. 
Ditto, - | September 29, 1812, Newport, R. Island. 
Ditto, - | December 3, 1812, 
Ditto, - | February 18, 1813, Burlington. 
Ditto, - | April 3, 1813, “ 
Ditto, - | August 1, 1813, - St. Louis. 
CHAPLAINS. 
Chaplain, - - - | April 2, 1813, - 9 

Ditto, - . - Ditto, - 3 

Ditto, - - - | May 20, 1813, - » 

Ditto, - . - Ditto, - 9 

Ditto, : - - | June 16,1813, - 9 

Ditto, - - - | July 29, 1813, - 8 

Ditto, - - - | August 20, 1813, - 4 

















eee 


— 
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Names. 


Senior Officer of Engineers, 
Jared Mansfield, - 
Andrew Ellicott, - - 
Alden Partridge, ° 

F. De Masson, . 

C. E. Zoeller, - 
Samuel Walsh. . 

Adam Empie, : ‘ 


GENERAL STAFF—Continued. 








MILITARY ACADEMY. 


} 
No. of} .. |: 
°F | Stations and Remarks. 


Rank. Dates of a i ; “ee 
ites Of appointment. district. 





Superintendent. 
Prof. natural & exper. philos. | 
Professor of mathematics. 

Professor of art of engineering. 

Teacher of French language. 

Teacher of Drawing. 

Surgeon. 

Chaplain. 


PURCHASING DEPARTMENT. 





























| 
C. Irvine, Esq. - - | Commissary General, - | - - | - | Philadelphia. 
Jonn McKinney, - | Deputy Commissary, «| - - 5 | Washington. 
John H. Plummer, - - Ditto, - - - 9 Albany. 
John Langdon, - - Ditto, - - : 1 Portsmouth. 
Amasa Stetson, - | Ditto, - - - | 1 | Boston. 
Elisha Tracy, . - | Ditto, - - - 2 | Norwich. 
Samuel Russell, - - | Ditto, - - - 3 | New York. 
John H. Piatt, - - | Ditto, - - - 8 | Cincinnati. 
James Calhoun, Jun. - - Ditto, - - . 5 Baltimore. 
Robert C. Jennings, - - Ditto, - - 5 | Norfolk. 
Matthew Irwin, - - | Assistant Commissary. : . - 9 | Champlain, N. York 
George Wadsworth, - Ditto, . - - - 9 Burlington, Ver. 
Robert Irvine, - * Ditto, - - - 8 | Detroit. — 
James E. Herron, - - Ditto, - - - 9 | Niagara. 
John M. Taylor, - - | Military Storekeeper, - - - t | Philadelphia. 
Samuel Devens. - - | Ditto, - - - 1 | Charlestown. 
John Shaw, - - | Ditto, - - . 9 | Albany. 
John Fellows, - - | Ditto, - - - 3 | New York. 
Jonathan Snowdea, = - - | Ditto, - | : - 3 | West Point. 
H. P. Deering, - - | Ditto, - | - - 3 | Sagg Harbor. 
Richard Parker, - - Ditto, - | - - 4 | Carlisle. 
D. Kirkpatrick, . - Ditto, - | - - 4 | Newcastle. 
William C. Bennett, - Ditto, - | . -. t | Wilmington. 
Henry Simons, - - Ditto, - | . : 6 | Charleston. 
Thomas Martin, - - Ditto, - | - . 8 | Newport. 
G. L. Hommedieu, —- - Ditto, - - - 2 | Norwich. 
Edwin Starke, - - Ditto, - - - 5 | Norfolk. 
John Rice, - - Ditto, - | . - | 1 | Portsmouth. 
John Chaffee, - - Ditto, - | - - | 4 Springfield. 
Samuel Annin, - - Ditto, - | - - | 5 | I arper’s Ferry. 
Thomas B. Rutter, - - Ditto, - | - - | 5 | Baltimore. 
PAY DEPARTMENT. 
| ae [Pe 
, Names. Rank. _| Description of Paymasters.| Dates of Appointment. we of | Stations and Re- 
| district.; marks. 
Robert Brent, Esq. - - - | Paymaster of Army. 
Washington Lee, - - | Major, | Deputy Paymast. Gen.| April 13, 1813, - - | Northern army. 
D. Fraser, - - - | 2d Lieut. | Asst. Dep. Paym. Gen.) August 4, 1813, - - | Frontiers N. ¥ 
J. H. Rees, - - - | Ist Lieut. Ditto, - | September 24, 1813, - | Ditto. 
Nehemiah Freeman, - - | Major, | District Paymaster, - | March 16, 1802, - 1 | Boston. 
Ambrose Whitlock, - - | Captain, | Ditto, - | June 13, 1805, - 8 | Vincennes. 
Simeon Knight, - - Do. Ditto, - | March 24, 1808, - 7 | Natchez. 
Alpha Kingsley, - - Do. Ditto, - | February 9, 1810, - 7 | Nashville. 
John T. Pemberton, - - Do. Ditto, - | June 4, 1812, : 7 | New Orleans. 
Henry Phillips, a Do. | Ditto, - | June 12, 1812, - 4 Philadelphia. 
Jonathan Eastman, - - | Ist Lieut. | Ditto, - | March 4, 1806, - - | Pr. war, parole. 
Satterlee Clark, - - Do. Ditto, - | August 15,1810, - 5 | Washington. 
Hamlin Cook, . Do. Ditto, - | July 26, 1813, - 6 | Charleston. 
Walter Sheldon, - - Do. Ditto, - | August 4, 1813, - 9 | Burlington, Vt. 
Jacob W. Albright, - . Do. Ditto, - | September 4, 1813, 4 |W. Pennsyl’a. 
Samuel H. Eakin, - Citizen, Ditto, - | June 3, 1812, . 3 New York city. 
James ‘Taylor, . - Do. Ditto, - | June 4, 1812, . 8 | Newport, pr.wr. 
Joseph Watson, - - Do. | Ditto. 
Thompson Douglass, - - Do. Ditto, - | June 12, 1812, -| 8 | St. Louis. 
Samuel Turner, - - Do. Ditto, . Ditto, «] 5 | Petersburg. 
Jesse Hunt, - - Do. Ditto, - | September 22, 1812, 8 | Cincinnati. 
George Merchant, - - Do. Ditto, - | September 29, 1812,; 9 | Albany. 
Samuel Huntington. - Do. Ditto, - | October 3, 1812, - 8 N. W. army. 
Joseph C. Boyd, - - Do. Ditto, - | January 14, 1813, - l | Portland. 
Robert Gardner, - : Do. Ditto, - | August 3, 1813, - - | Quebec, pay pr. 
George L. Perkins, - - Do. Ditto, - | September 7, 1813, 2 | New London. 
' 
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS, REGIMENT OF LIGHT ARTILLERY. 








CORPS OF 











Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 


Brevets. 


ENGINEERS. 





| 





Colonel. 
Joseph G. Swift, July 31, 1812, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
Walker K. Armistead, 
July 31, 1812. 


Majors. 
July 6, 1812, 


ee 


G. Bomtord, 
William McRee, July 31, 


Captains. 
Charles Gratiot, Feb. 23, 1808. 
A. Partridge, July 23, 1810. 
Eleazar D. Wood, July 1, 1812, 
J.G. Totten, July 31, * 
Sam. Babcock, Sept. 20, 





Maj. bvt. May 6, 1813, 


Maj. bvt. June 6, 


do. 


| Names and Rank. 
} First Lieutenants. 

! Sylvester Thayer, July 1, 1812. 
| Wm. Cutbush, ditto, “ 

|| Ed. De Russy, July 6, 
| ‘Thos. P. Finley, July 31, 
| Fred. Lewis, Sept. 20, 


| Jas. Gadsden, March 17. 1813. 
Second Lieutenants. 


T. W. Maurice, Aug. 1, 1813. 
Hipolite Dumas, Aug. 3, *“ 
D. B. Douglass, Oct. 1, 
George Trescott, Oct. 16, 
J. L. Smith, ditto, 


es 
ee 
ee 











Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 


Paymaster. 
Aid of Maj. General 
Dearborn. 





Colonel. 
Moses Porter, March 12, 1812, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
J. R. Fenwick, Dec. 2, 1811, 


Majors. 
Abraham Eustis, March 15, 1810, 
Thomas Pitts, January 20, 1813. 


Captains. 
James Gibson, May 2, 1810, 
Wm. Campbell, May 30, ** 
R. H. McPherson, July 15, 
}. N. McIntosh, May 1, 1811. 
Samuel Price, August 15, “ 
Aw. McDowell, April 1, 1812. 
Luther Leonard, July 6, *° 
Benj. Branch, August 24, 
G. W. Melvin, — ditto, 
A. W. Thornton, Jan. 20, 1813. 


ee 


ee 
ee 


First Lieutenants. 
Fras. Stribling, March 1, 1811. 
Tho. Ketchum, Sept. 1, “ 
John R. Bell, August 24, 1812, 
F. B. Murdoch, ditto, 66 
W.F. Hobart, April 5, 1813. 





Brig. General brevet, 
Sept. 10, 1813. 


Adjutant General. 


Lieut. Colonel brevet, 


Sept. 10, 1813. 


Inspector General. 


Assist. Inspector Gen. 


REGIMENT OF LIGHT ARTILLERY. 


| 

| W. Sumpter, May 27, 1813. 
G. W. Hight, August 10, ** 
Wm. W. Smith, Oct. 1, “ 
Wm. K. Beall, Oct. 23, 1811, 
G. N. Morris, ditto, - 


Second Lieutenants. 
J. H. Wilkins, March 30, 1813, 
John Gates, jr. April 1, * 
Nelson Freeland, April 4, * 
J.T. McKinney, April 5, * 
S. M. Mackay, May 27, * 
B_ F. Robb, June 30, * 
Wm. Bazeau, August 10, * 
G. E. Wells, October 1, 
Elijah Lyon, October 23, “ 
S. Washburn, — ditto, 


. 


Third Lieutenants. 
Henry Stanton, June 29, 1813, 


Joseph Scott, July 2, “ 
Lloyd Hilleary, Aug. 1, * 
Edm. M. Giles, ditto, 

6s 


Rich. W. Field, ditto, 





Surgeon. 
A. Tombling, October 4, 1813. 








Adjutant. 


Assist. Deputy Quar- 
termaster General. 





FIRST LIGHT DRAGOONS. 





Colonel. 


Jacint Laval, August 1, 1813, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
Nelson Luckett, August 1, 1813, 


Majors. 
T. A. Helms, June 
A. P. Hayne, August 1, 


7, 1813. 


ee 


Captains. 
Asa Morgan, January 18, 1810. 
Sk. Osborne, February 20, 1811. 
Silas Halsey, May a, * 
A. Cummings, Nov. 1, 
W.M. Littlejohn, Dec. 1, 1812. 
George Haig, January 20, 1813. 
Levi Hukill, June - 


E. Boardman, August 


ee 
~ 
‘5 
1, ee 


First Lieutenants. 


Joseph Kean, May 31, 1811, 
H. Whiting, August 20, - 


George Birch, Nov. 1, 
F. S. Belton, January 20, 1813, 
William Neilson, June 7, *“* 

Louis Laval, July 28, 


*é 





As. Inspec. Gen. 


Adjutant. 

Aid to Brigadier 
Gen. Boyd. 

Paymaster. 


| James Barton, August 


Jam 1, 1813. 
Loring Austin, Sept. 


3. ee 


| Second Lieutenants. 
V. P. Luckett, October 9, 1812, 
Edward Carrington, do.12,  ** 
Owen Ransom, Dec. a 
Thomas Heriot, Jan. 20, 
W. Hampton, jr. Mar. 17, 


ae 


1813. 


T. B. Barton, July 3 “ 
F. H. Lissenhoff, Aug. 1, * 
John A. Binns, Sept. 3, “ 


: Third Lieutenants. 
lhomas F. Hunt, July 2, 1813. 
Benjamin Desha, Aug. 1, * 


T. J. Harrison, do. 15, * 
L. P. Gustine, July 29, * 
é Cornets. 
Thomas Hogan, Sept. 9, 1813. 
Philip Anspach do. 25, “ 
} Surgeon. 
} Lewis Dunham, Dec. 12, 1808. 


_ Surgeon’s Mates. 
S. H. Littlejohn, April 3, 1813. 

















ee ee 


—— se 








MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





[181S. 





SECOND LIGHT DRAGOONS AND FIRST ARTILLERY. 








SECOND LIGHT DRAGOONS. 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments 
and brevets. 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments 


and brevets. 





Colonel. 

James Burn, July 6, 1812, 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

A. Tt. Maencil, July 6, 1812. 


Majors. 
J.T. Woodford, July — 6, 1812. 
James V. Ball, Sept. 16, “ 


Caplains. 
S. R. Proctor, July 6, 1812. 
S. G. Hopkins, do. 
Henry Hall, do. & * 
Saml. D. Harris, do. 6, 
John A. Burd, = do. 6, * 


Joseph Selden, do. 6, * 
Jonas Holland, do. 6, * 
John Butler, do. 6, * 


Charles J. Nourse, Aug. 15, 1813, 


First Lieutenants. 
Abel Wheelock, July 6, 1812. 


Beverly Turpin, co. & * 
Walter German, do. ‘j * 
J. Nicholas, jr. do. é& * 
James Hedges, do. g& * 


A. H. Sneed, do. . = 
Gabriel Barbour, do. 6 * 
Fayette Roane, April 16, 1813. 
T. S. Johnson, Ma «4 “ 
Edward C onway, Oct. 31, ** 


Lieut. Col. by 
brevet, Dec. 18, 
1812, 


Paymaster. 











Second Lieutenants. 


Walter Coles, July 6, 1812. 
Ira Williams, do. 6, * 
Benjamin Smith, do. é “« 


J.C. Tillotson, August 10,“ 


Robert H. Craig, Mar. 18, 1813, 
oe 


P. Callan, March 18, 
Isaac Griffith, do. 26, 
Daniel Bartling, April 92, « 
James Martin, do. 30, * 
Benjamin Burd, May 16, “* 
Third Lieutenants. 
George Watts, _—— 18, 1813. 
James Trippe, April 29, “* 
H. A. 7 29. 46 
A. MFar ol do. 29, * 


|| C. Wright, do. 29, * 


Hugh Sterling, do. 29, * 
John Hoomes, May 20, * 
John L. Elbert, June 20, “ 


Cornets. 


T. S. Bracken, May 16, 1813. 


“ 


Sylvr. Booth, July 19, 
Charles Clarkson, July 29, 
R. Northington, do. 29. “ 
Claiborne Cain, October 1, ** 


Wm. Johnson, do ll, * 
Surgeon. 
W.H. Dedhnse, Rele 6, 1812. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 
L. M. Bailey, May 





7, 1812, 


- ‘As. Inspec. Ge. 


| Adjotant. 


- |Aid to Maj. Gen. 





Hampton. 





FIRST ARTILLERY, 





Colonel. 
Henry Burbeck, April 1, 1802, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
Const. Freeman, April 1, 1802, 


Majors. 
Wm. Mac Rea, July 


A. Y. Nicoll, Dec. 1, 1804, 
Jas. B. Many, May 5, 1813. 


31, 1800, 


Captains. 

‘x Beall, February 16, 1801, 

T. Dyson, Sept. 15, 1804. 
Nathan’ Leonard, Dec.l, “ 
C. Wollstonecraft, Mar. 13, 1805, 
J. B. Walbach, Jan. 31, 1806, 
Moses Swett, June 30, 1807. 
Wm. Wilson, May 3, 1808, 
> Humphreys, January 9, 1809, 

Frs. Newman, October 1, 

J. S. Swearingen, Jan. 13, 1811, 
James Hanham, july 10, ** 
Michael Walsh, Oct. 31, “ 
James Reed, March _ 12, 1812. 
Thomas Murray, Feb. 10, 1813. 
Wm. Gates, March a * 
J. F. Heileman, May 5, “ 
J. Gansevoort, do. Il, * 
Hopley Yeaton, do. 20, * 
Samuel Maclay, June 20, “ 


First Lieutenants. 

Jona. Eastman, June 30, 1807, 
Josh. Proveaux, January 9%, 1809. 
Thos. Bennett, August 1, 
Ethan A. Allen, Oct. . * 
Archd. Darrah, Jan. 29, 1811. 
M. P. Lomax, June 30, “ 
Justus Post, July 1, 
S. Clarke, July 10, « 
S. Champlain, October 31, “ 
Heman A. Fay, Dec. 23, “ 


ee 


Brig. Gen. brevet 
July 10, 1812. 


Colonel brevet, 
July 10, 1812. 


Lt. Col. brevet, 
July 10, 1812. 
Inspector Gen. 


Major brevet, 
July 10, 1812. 


Adjutant Gen. 


Deputy Quarter- 
master General. 


Dist. Paymaster. 


Agt. Fortificat’n. 


- |Dist. Paymaster. 


Deputy Quarter- 
master General. 











Milo Mason, February 29, 1812. 
C. Vande Venter, Mar. 12, 

J. Fitzgerald, March 4, * 
. Erving, jr. August 16, “ 


. L. Sands, February 10, 1813. 
ee 


Thome} Beall, Mar. 3, 
James Daliba, do 3, * 


Gus. Loomis, May & * 
Ezra Smith, do. a. * 
R. H. Ashley, do. za « 
J. S. Brush, June 20, ** 


Second Lieutenants. 


F. Whiting, February 10, 1812. 


Samuel Spotts, do. 10, 

William Parker,do. 10, ** 
Levi Whiting, do. 10, - 
J. W. Rouse, March 27, ‘* 
B. B. White, April a * 
P. St. Medard, do. 30, * 


Abel B. Chase, do. 30, “ 
James Baker, May 
W. H. Nicoll, July ibe 


J. W. Lent, jr. March 12, 1813, 
ee 


Charles Clark, do: 12, 


Thomas Elfe, jr. do. 17, eat 
S. Rockwell, do. 20, * 
Josh. Bosque, April 12, “* 
A. W. Forbush, May 5, “ 


Peter Melendy, June 29, 
B. C. Bartlett, do. 29, “ 


Third Lieutenants. 
M. M. Russell, July 
Hugh Orr, July 19, 
J. Bennett, “August 1, xs 
W. J. Sever, 0. . * 
Edmd. Hopkins, do. . * 
Benj. Conner, do. _ * 
John Ellison, Sept. a * 


Surgeon. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 


10, 1813. 








Ditto. 
As. Adj. Gen. 


Dep. Com. Ord. 
A. D. Q. M. G. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Aid to Brig. Gen. 


Burbeck. 


As. Top. Eng. 
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SECOND AND THIRD ARTILLERY. 








SECOND ARTILLERY. 











\statt appointments | Names and Rank. Staff appointments 


Names and Rank. 
| and brevets. | and brevets, 





J. H. Dearing, July 6, 1812, 
Isaac Davis, March 13, 1813. 
R. A. Zantzinger,do. 13, “ 


Colonel. 
Winfield Scott, March 12, 1813. 








Lieutenant Colonels. Robert Stewart, do. 13, * 
F. K. Huger, March 3, 1813, - | Adjutant Gen. | J. L. Edwards, do. 28, * 
Ww. Lindsay, do. is, “ Edwin Sharpe, June 26, * 
William Tyler, Aug. 14, “ 
Majors. 
D. M. Forney, July 6, 1812. Second Lieutenants. 
J. Hindman, June 26, 1813. Jacob Warley, July 6, 1812, 
Wm. Smith, do. 6, * 
Captains. Lewis Morgan, do. eg « 
Nathan Towson, July 6, 1812. John Ruffin, dv... 6, * 
S. B. Archer, do. «¢& * J.H. Gamble, do. 6, * 
Wm. Nicholas, do 6, “ Jno. W. Kincaid, do. 6, * 
J.N. Barker, do 6, “ Robert Goode, do. 6, * 
J. B. Von, do. 6 * Francis O. Byrd,do. 6, “ 
Sanders Donoho, do. 6, “ Thomas Winn, do. 6, “ 
Thos. Biddle, jr. do. 6, “ - | Brigade Major. | Thomas Clark, April 16, 1813, - | As. Top. Eng. 
Jos. Philips, do. 6, “ Cld. D. Cooper, o 16, « - | Aid to Brig, 
John Ritchie, eo & * Jos. P. Prince, do. 16, * Gen. Sear’. 
John Goodall, - « * G. Doneghey, do. 16, * 
Jesse Robinson, do. 6, “ J. Nevill, do. 20, * 


. 
. 


S. Massey, May 13, * 


P, 
Robert M. Gill, do. 1M. 
; P. Bunting, June 26, “ 
T. 


P. Hawkins, jr. do. 
Danl. Cushing, do. 
Stanton Sholes, do. 
G. W. Russell, do. 
Spots. Henry, - do. 


~~ 


Henderson, do. 26, 
Shubrick, do. 26, “ 


“6 Third Lieutenants. 


ve. 


PPA APAMAN 
. 





























Frederick Evans, do. me W.E. Broadwater, July 2, 1813. 
A. J. Williams, March 12, 1813. Benj. Lawson, do. 9, “ 
T.M.Randolph, jr.June 26, * |) # H. M.C Campbell, do. 19, “ 
John Mitchell, do. 19. “ 
First Lieutenants. | H 7 L. Duffel, Aug. 1, se 
John S. Peyton, July 6, 1812. Berryman, do. . * 
Hy. K. Craig, do. 6, “ Jas. C. Pickett, do 4, ‘ 
Adrian Neil, oa « * Britton Evans, do 15, “* 
P. M’Donough, do. 6, * J. Watmough, Sept. 22, “ 
Wm. M. Read, do. 6, * Wm. Kenny, do. 93, * 
Jonan. Kearsley, do. 6, * - | Adjutant. N. Henderson, Oct. 12, “ 
Wm. J. Cowan, do. 6, “ 
John Fontaine, do. 6, * Surgeon. 
J. H. Larwill, do 6, * J. De La Motta, May 1, 1812. 
Lowndes Brown, do. 6, * 
Luther Scott oa «& * Surgeon’s Mates. 
Robt. R. Ruffin, do. 6, * - | Paymaster. James Trimble, July 6, 1812. 
Hy. Slaughter, do. 6, “ Louis L. Near, do. 6, - 
THIRD ARTILLERY. 
Colonel. J. M. O’Conner, Mar. 13,1818,  - | Late Quarter- 
A. Macomb, July 6, 1812. G. H. Richards, do. 13, “ master. 
S. M. Dewey, May 20, * 
Lieutenant Colonels. S. Churchill, August 15, *“ 
G. E. Mitchell, March 3, 1813. B. K. Pierce, October » * 
poten House, do. 3. 
First Lieutenants. 
Majors. ~~ Caeen B — 6, 1812. 
Samuel Nive, Jule” 6, 1812. rac 6. * 
G. Armistead, March 3, 1813. 7 "Race, de Se * 
W. de Peyster, = é& * 
Captains. John Farley, do. & * 
Ichb. B. Crane, July 6, 1812 | Harold Smith, do. eg * 
hy a Jones, do. 6, “ - | Brigade Major. |} Peter Pifer, do. a. °° 
Boyle, a ¢«& * Benj. Brearley, do. & ¢ 
A. 8S. Brooks, do. 6, “ John W. Green, do. . * 
J. W. Gookin, a «& * Samuel Weston, do. 6, « 
W.Van Deursen,jr.do. 6, % C. M. Macomb, March 13, es - | Adjutant. 
J.S. B. Romayne, do. 6, “ Jos. H. Rees, = do. 13, “ - | As. Dep. Pay- 
Hor. H. Watson, do. 6, ‘ W.R. Duncan, do. 13, “ master Gen. 
Eben. B. Morse, eo. 6 * Chester Root, do. 13, * - | Paymaster. 
James M’Keon, do. 6, * Mw. Jenkins, do. 13, * 
Rufus M’Intire, do. 6, “ P. D. Spencer, May 13, “ 
Benj. S. Ogden, do 6, “ Jno. Mountfort, do. 20, * 
Jona. Brooks, Sept. 24, “ G. Dearborn, October 1, “ 
— Collins, Jan. 13, 1813. Felix Ansart, do. . * 
W.Fanning, Mar. 13, -” William King, do. . = 
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FIRST AND SECOND REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





THIRD ARTIL 








LERY---Continued. 





Names and Rank 


| ' , 
Staff appointments 
and brevets. 


| 


Names and Rank. 


| 


|Staff appointments 


and brevets. 








Second Lieutenants. 


T. C. Legate, July 
John P. Bartlett, do. 


Adam A. Gray, 


J. 1. Cromwell, Nov. 
‘Thos. Chrystie, Mar. 
F. P. Woolsey, May 
W. M’Clintock, June 
L. H. Osgood, — do. 
R. M. Kirby, July 


G. B. Sheldon, do. 
Wau. B. Read, do. 
Th. B. Chickering, 


6, 1812. 
6, °° 
6, 


23, o 


18, 1813, 
20, * 


0, * 
20, * 
9, te 
9, Lad 
99, “ 


Aug.1l, * 


As. Adj. Gen. 





| Libbeus Custis, do. . * 
| Wm. Lyon, do. a: ” 


Third Lieutenants. 
Oliver Bangs, do. ll, 


_ Surgeon. 
J. H. Bradtord, Oct. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 





| D. Blaney, jr. October 1, 1813. 


| C. Newkirk, October — 1, 1813. 


3, 1813. 


| Joseph Eaton, April 14, 1812. 








Ed. Baynton, October 1, Ger. Senter, 4 * 
FIRST INFANTRY. 
Colonel. Is, Perkins, December 31, 1812. 
J. Kingsbury, August 18, 1508, - | Inspec. Gen. L. T. Helm, January 20, 1813. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
R. C. Nicholas, August 15, 1812. 


Majors. 


N 


Pike, March 


= 


». B. Clemson, Jan. 


20, 1800, 
20, 1813. 


Captains. 


John Whistler, July 


1, 1797, 


Simon Owens, August 18, 1808. 


D. Hughes, December 
Daniel “Baker, March 


A. Whitlock, August 
W. Whistler, Dec. 
J. C. Symmes, Jan. 


Simeon Knight, do. 
A. Kingsley, do. 


H. pa do. 


15, 1808, 
12, 1812, 


26, “ 
a. ee 
20, 1813. 
20, * 


20, 


20, 


First Lieutenants. 


Benj. Marshall, Oct. 
J. Brownson, December 
T. Hamilton, do. 
J. W. Albright, Aug. 


= 1808. 


ee 
8, 


15, 


26, 1812, 


L. C. brevet, 
July 10, 1812, 


Major brevet, 

Jul 10, 1812. 
As. Ins. Gen. 
Aid to Major 
Gen. Lewis. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 





Ditto. 


Dist. Paymaster. 


J. W. Bryson, do. a * 
J. Campbell, do. 20, ° 
1). Stansbury, do. 20, “ 
| B. Vasquez, July a * 


Second Lieutenants. 


A. Shaw, August s« * 
| Ormond Marsh, | Oct. 30, “ 
Danl. Curtis, Dec. a, « 
R. A. M’Cabe, do. a * 


|W. Anderson, do. a, * 
John QO. Fallan, do. 20, * 


Third Lieutenants. 
Ensigns. 
H. Carrington, do. 1, 


Surgeon. 

AL Catlett, February 18, 1813. 
Surgeon's Mates. 

C. Muir, April 





| Lewis Bissell, March 12, 1812. 


| N. KE. W estfall. Jan. 20, 1813. 


J.C. Wooding, August 1, 1813. 


7, 1813. 





As. Dep. Quar- 
termaster Gen. 


Ditto. 
Aid to Major 
Gen. Harrison. 





SECOND 


INFANTRY. 





Colonel. 
Richard Sparks, July 


6, 1812. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 


John Bowyer, July 


Majors. 
Wn. R. Boote, July 
Wm. Swan, January 


6, 1812. 


6, 1812, 
20, 1813, 


Captains. 


Hugh M‘Cali, August 


Wa. Piatt, February 
W. Lawrence, Jan. 
H. B. Brevoort, May 
John Miller, March 
R. Chamberlain, July 
J. T. Pemberton, Jan. 
Wm. F. Ware, May 
John M. Davis, do. 


19, 1800, 


17, 1809, 
1, 1810. 
1, 1811. 

re 


20° 1813, 
5, ws 


30, * 


First Lieutenants. 


A. Brownlow, January 
John Mathers, May 


1, 1810, 
1, 1811. 


Qu uartermaster 
General. 


Major brevet, 
July 10, 1812. 


Quartermaster 
General. 


Late Paymaster. 


Adjutant. 





Dist. Paymaster. 


} John T. Wirt, July 
] E. Bogardus, do. 6, 

| H. Bradley, August 15, 

|| P. Willis, November 1. * 
| H. H. Villard, January 10, 181: 
| John Bliss, do. 20, “ 
ke a Burchsted, May ‘, * 
| J. I ell, do. 30, * 


Second Lieutenants. 


R. Sturges, Nov. 1, 
Jas. Stuart, December 27, * 


| N. Clarke, do. 20, 
W. M. Smith, do. — * 





Third Lieutenants. 
Ensigns. 


Surgeon. 





| Surgeon's Mates. 
| 


6, 1512. 


- 


T. Doggett, September 28, 1812. 
ee 


H. Conway, jr. Jan. 10, 1813. 
6 





As. Dep. Quar- 
termaster Gen. 
Quartermaster. 


As. Dep. Quar- 
termaster Gen. 
Aid to Major 

Gen. Wilkinsor 
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1813.] 
THIRD AND FOURTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 
THIRD INFANTRY. 
Names and Rank. Staff appointments Names and Rank. Staff appointments 
and Brevets. and Brevets. 
Colonel. J. F. Everitt, August 4, 1813. 
H. V. Milton, August 15, 1813. | Wm. Triplett, do. 15, 
Lieutenant Colonel. | Second Lieutenants. 
G. C. Russell, June 6, 1811. J. W. Hansell, January 3, 1812. 
T. Hunter, do. S = 
Majors. Wm. Christian, do. 3, “* 
M. Arbuckle, August 15, 1812. W. Bourke, March 12, * 
Wm. Carson, January 20, 1813. Jchn Tarrant, do. 12, * 
A. Donoho, November ., 
Captains. | James Smith, do. a « 
John Nicks, July 1, 1808. T. Turner, August 4, 1813. 
H. Atkinson, do. . * - | Ispec. General. || R. Goodwin, do. “, * 
J.M’Clelland, do. . * 
Jas. Woodruff, Dec. 12, “ Third Lieutenants. 
Wm. Butler, do. 31, 1809. John Martin, March 12, 1813. 
R. B. Moore, Sept. 1, 1810. W. L. Robeson, do. 12, “ 
J. Denking, February 6, 1811. \J. A. Watson, do 12, “ 
H. G. White, May ua * Jas. A Hart, oe tm, * 
W. R. Davis, August 4, 1813. Jack. F. Ross, May 20, * 
S. W. Butler, do. a ™ T. W. Barton, August 1, “ 
First Lieutenants. Ensigns. 
H. Chotard, December 31, 1809, - | Adjutant. C. Stephens, June 29, 1813. 
B. D. Herriot, do. 1, 1810. Thos. Rogers, do. x = 
S.C. Mabson, do. 31, “* W.V. Cobbs, August 4, * 
John Burnett, March 1, 1811. Quartermaster. 
Wm. Laval, May a. = | Surgeon. 
J. M. Wilcox, January 3, 1812. R. Shubrick, Aug. 8, 1809. 
Geo. Morley, April a * 
J. L. Carey, Nov. . * Surgeon’s Mates. 

















FOURTH INFANTRY. 





Second Lieutenants. 





Colonel. 
R. Purdy, August 26, 1812, P. Wheelock, January 3, 1812. 
S. Butterfield, do. 4 * 
Lieutenant Colonel. Rufus Preble, February 15, ** 
J. Darrington, July 6, 1812. S. Armstrong, Sept. 15, “ 
S. Legate, Januar 20, 1813. 
Majors. Paul Peckham, ay «619, « 
N. Heald, August 26, 1812. J. Ranney, do. 30, * 
S. Ranney, January $20, 1813. E. Kerby, July 31, “ 
C. Munroe, Sepiember 2, “ 
Captains. 
J. Binney, December 12, 1808, Third Lieutenants. 
R. B. Brown, March 18, 1809. J. P. Norton, March 12, 1813. 
J. Snelling, June “a * - | Major brevet, || A. Wilson, jr. do. m= 
O. G. Burton, August 25, 1811. Aug. 9, 1812. || N. Wadhams, do. 7, « 
C. Fuller, November 9, “ G. W. Boyd, April 16, “ 
C. Larrabee, Sept. 15, 1812. Thos. Hunt, May Bs 
E. Way, January 20, 1813. J. L. Gardner, do. a * 
J. L. Eastman, August 15, ** T. Green, jr. May 20, * 
F. Conkling, Sept. 5 * 
Ensigns. 
First Lieutenants. John Drake, May 20, 1813. 
A. Hawkins, August 25, 1811. James Dean, July 19, “ 
G. P. Peters, October 29, * - | Paymaster. 
John Smith, do. = * Surgeon. 
L. Peckham, Nov. . * Sylvester Day, March 13, 1813. 
G. Gooding, February 15, 1812. 
Josiah Bacon, Sept. “ * - | Quartermaster. Surgeon’s Mates. 
P. Greenough, Jan. 20, 1813. A. Farnsworth, April 14, 1812. 
- Bulley, July = * J. M. Harper, January 19, 1813. 


M 
J. Plymton, August os “* 
G. Ww. Hovey, Sept. 2 “ 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





(1813. 





FIFTH AND SIXTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 











FIFTH INFANTRY. 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments 
and Brevets. 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments 
and Brevets. 





Colonel. 
Danl. Bissell, August 15, 1812, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
George Gibson, August 15, 1813, 


Majors. 
N. Pinkney, January 20, 1813. 
Benj. Wallace, April 30, “ 


Captains. 
Colin Buckner, July —_1, 1808. 
G. M. Brooke, May 1, 1810, 
R. Whartenby, do. 3, * 
Townsend Stith, Sept. 30, ‘* 
A. M’lilhenny, do. 1, 1811. 
T. Chambers, October 31, ** 
James Dorman, Nov. 9% “ 
W. 8. Henshaw, April 30, 1813. 
Leroy Opie, June “s * 
Richd. H. Bell, Aug. 15, ** 


First Lieutenants. 
John Jamieson, Oct. 31, 1811, 
J. Saunders, Nov. 5, « 


Josh. Owens, Januar 3, 1812, 
R. W. Chick, March 12, “ 
J. S. Allison, July 6, “ 
J. R. Corbaly, do. 6, * 
Wm. C. Bird, Sept. . * 
P. B. Greenwell, April 30, “* 
J. G. Clark, June 26, “ 
John Gassaway, Aug. 15, “* 


Second Lieutenants. 
Henry O. Hill, January 3, 1812. 
John W.Smoot, do. 3, * 
J. M’Gunegle, March 12, “ 


- | Aid to Major 
Gen. Wilkinson. 


- | As. Adj."Gen. 


- | Adjutant. 

- | Aid to Brigadier 
Gen. Parker. 
Paymaster. 


- | Quartermaster. 











J. Cummings, July 6, 
S. W. Prestman, do. 6, 
G. D. Snyder, Sept. 1, 
John Fendall, April 30, 1813. 
J. B. Taylor, June . * 
J. Darnall, August 14, *6 
Geo. Murray, do. 15, * 


1812, 
‘6 


Third Lieutenants. 
Matthew Galt, jr. Mar. 12, 1813. 
Jas. Kearney,  Aprilll, * 
Jas. Smith, jr. do. 16, * 
J. A. B. Harding, do. 25, ** 
George Rea, August 14, “* 
Jacob Swoyer, do. . ie 
Ww. C. Yates, do. 4, « 
T. Murphey, do. 4, * 
M. Fishback, do. a “ 
George Brent, October 1, “ 


Ensigns. 
Bailey Buckner, July 2, 1813. 
Albert Vincent, do. 19, ** 
G. Liftwitch, do. 19, “ 
T. W. Morgan, do. 19, ** 
John Maul, do. 29, * 
Robert Means, July 29, “ 


John Wells, do. 29, * 
W.R.Richardson,do. 31, “ 
A. Whitehead, Sept. 15, “ 
Azel Gates, do 15, “ 


Surgeon. 
Adam Hays, February 10, 1812. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 
Alexander Blair, July 6, 1812. 
Clajon Reily, March = 22, 1813. 





- | As. Top. Eng. 








SIXTH INFANTRY. 





; Colonel. 
Jonas Simonds, July 8, 1808. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
James Miller, November 30, 1810, 


Majors. 
J. Campbell, July 6, 1812. 
Horatio Stark, January 20, 1813. 


Captains. 


Ebenez. Beebe, January 19, 1809, 
J. Machesney, June 10, * 
J. T. Arrowsmith, Oct. 20, ** 
G. Humphreys, Dec. 31, “ 
J. Walworth, January 1, 1810. 
P. Muhlenburg, October 1, “ 
Clem. Sadlier, Novem. 15, 1811. 
Robert Sterry, January 3, 1812, 
J.E.A. Masters, June 4, “ 
Henry Phillips, October 13, * 


First Lieutenants. 


Edward Webb, October 1, 1810. 
Henry Shell, March 9, 1811. 
James Bailey, January 3, 1812. 
Londus L. Buck, ditto, san 
A.R. Thompson, ditto, “ 
J. Chapman, July 6, * 
Wm. Hazard, October 13, * 
G. D. Smith, October 31, “ 





Colonel brevet, Aug. 
9, 1812. 


Assist. Adj. Gen. 


Assist. Insp. Gen. 


District Paymaster. 


Quartermaster. 
Adjutant. 








G. W. Ten Broeck, Mar. 20, 1813. 


R. B. Cuyler, April 1, “ 
Second Lieutenants. 
D. Vander Heyden, Jan. 3, 1812. 
G. W. Runk, ditto, * 
H. R. Windle, ditto, “ 
Henry Cooke, March 12, “ 
N. Sherman, October 4, ** 
R. McClellan, ditto, ” 
I. L. Dubois, October 13, “ 
George Keese, Feb’y 1, 1813. 
W. B. Staats, March 20, “ 
A. Quackinbush, April 1, ** 


Third Lieutenants. 
James Young, March 12, 1813. 
John Sisk, ditto, “ 


Henry Meyer, ditto, “ 
Patrick Ford, May 20, * 
John Harris, July 19, * 


Charles Rowan, ditto, “ 


: Ensigns. 
W. Bicker, jr. July 29, 1813. 
John Wood, ditto, bee 


Surgeon. 
T. Lawson, 


: Surgeon’s Mate. 
W. Beaumont, Dec. 2, 1812. 





May 21, 1813. 





Paymaster. 
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SEVENTH AND EIGHTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 











SEVENTH INFANTRY. 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 





Brevets. | Brevets. 
ie Colonel. Second Lieutenants. 
William Russell, May 3, 1808. E. Taylor, February 10, 1819. 
r @ . rr 
Lieutenant Colonel. =e a rass, = * 
Thorn. Posey April 30, 1813 2 co Same _— ‘ 
, , ’ William Prosser, ditto, : 
Mo ae EE 
, s ‘ . ’ s 
—— ceaet, a —_ Adjutant General. John Meek, January 20, 1813. 
- , > J. N. Carrick, March 20, = 
- Captains lr. F. Thomas, July 9, 
Uriah Blue, ay 9, 1809. 1.2: , , 
Richard Oldham, Dec. 1, “ _. 7Ried Liutenante. 
James Doherty, Jan. 1, 1810. ; E. T. Hall, March 12, 1813. 
Enos Cutler, September 3, *° Assis. Inspec. Gen. || T. Blackstone, ditto, - Paymaster. 
Zach. Taylor, November 30, 1810, | Major brevet, Sept. 7 a ran = 
5, 1812. . M. Rieley. ditto, * 
W.H. Overton, Dec. 3, “ A. Ross, | = May 2, “ 
Corey Nicholas, March 1, 1811, | Assist. Adj. Gen. John Noble, ditto, ** 
W. McClellan, ditto, “ T. B. Rice, August 9, “* 
Alex, A. White, June 6, “ D. Burford, ditto,’ * 
Narcis. Broutin, April 6, 1813. Noble Johnson, ditto, *“ 
First Lieutenants. Ensigns. 


J. Robertson, November 30, 1810, 


Adjutant. 

















J.S. Wade, December 3, “ hyo Query, ne 4 = ™ 
Samuel Vail, March 1, 1811. Wil el cr d hit. 19, ned 
George C. Allen, ditto, ” F 3G epee A pose “we mn 
Elijah Montgomery, June 24, * RE De Wi oo watt ae 
D. McClellan, February 10, 1812, | Quartermaster. W.s Doh . na itto, 
TR Richardson, ditto, “ . 5. Doherty, August 9, 1813. 
Jacob Miller, ditto, ‘“ 
M. McClelland, Jan. 20, 1813. Surgeon. 
S. Kercheval. April 6, * A. G. Goodlet, Feb. 10, 1812. 
EIGHTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel. Second Lieutenants. 
Patrick Jack, July 6, 1812. J. A. Black, July 6, 1812. 
B. Martin, ditto, * 
Lieutenant Colonel. R. Lamer, ditto, * 
I.. Manning, August 15, 1813. ee a _—— 25, 1813 
. V. Marye ditto, ” 
Majors. P. Leuue, : May 5, * Assistant Deputy 
W. Cumming, March 25, 1813. Q’rmast. Gen. 
Philip Cook, August 15, “ J. Ferguson, ditto, a - ro Gen. 
inckney. 
Captains. T. F. Wells, ditto, “ 
D. EK. Twiggs, July 6, 1812. L. Gresham, August 14, ** 
R. Cunningham, ditto, “ W. W. Davis, August 15, “ 
W. Chisolm, ditto, as 
F. B. Warley, ditto, “ Third Lieutenants. 
W. Jones, ditto, 7 S. Coleman, May 5, 1813. 
'T. W. Farrar, ditto, = Aid to Brig. Gen. || James Colson, ditto, sas 
; Flournoy. J. G. Bostwick, ditto, “ 
W. McQueen. ditto, - Brigade Major. William Wayne, ditto, “ 
M. I. Keith, ditto, * A. Dousset, ditto. a 
©. Crawford, ditto, “ R. J. Easter, ditto, os 


H. Walton, August 15, 1813, 


_ First Lieutenants. 
Hamlin Cook, July 6, 1812, 


R. P. Johnson, ditto, - 
T. S. Bailey, ditto, “ 
T. C. Hunter, ditto, “ 
Otis Dyer, ditto, ** 
J. H. Mallory, May 5, 1813. 
M. A. Roberts, ditto, “ 
James Wilde, ditto, “ 


William Bee, jr. August 14, “ 
E. Halloway, August 15, “ 





District Paymaster. 


Paymaster. 





J. A. Beaulard, August 15, * 


Ensigns. 
H. L. Oneal, May 20, 1813, 
J. Gignilliat, ditto, ‘“ 
J.G. Stallings, July 2, “ 
Surgeon. 
W.R. Waring, April 11, 1813, 


Surgeon’s Mates. 
J. W. Caldwell, July 6, 1812. 
Charles Lewis, July 19, 1813. 











—— 
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ITARY AFFAIRS. 





[1815. 





NINTH AND TENTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 








NINTH INFANTRY. 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 


Names ar 


nd Rank. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 





Colonel. 
July 6, 1812. 


Simon Learned, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 


T. Aspinwall, 


Majors. 
June 26, 1813. 


C. Lyman, 
H. Leavenworth, 


Aug. 1 


Captains. 
July 6, 1812. 


. Crooker, 

. F. Hull, 

E. Foster, 

J. Ingersoll. jr. 
D. S. ‘Townsend, 
G. Bender, jr. 
J. F. Norris, 


T. Harrison, 


> 


ditto, 


March 12, 1813. 


‘ 
5 ° 


Lad 


March 13, 1813. 


April 16, ** 
May 13, ‘* 


ditto, 


ad 


June 26, “* 


August 15, 


be 


First Lieutenants. 


S. L. Allea, 
W. L. Foster, 
B. F. Greene, 
J. Fowle, jr. 
S. Turner, 

E. Childs, 


Loring Palmer, 


ditto, 


ditto, 


March 23, 1813. 


March 30, * 
April 16, “* 
May 13, 


és 


es 


June 26, 1813. 





Paymaster. 


Aaron Lewis, 
J. H. Cranson, 


Second Li 

W. Browning. 
Db. Chandler, 
H. Wellington, 
Charles Foster, 
W. Lyman, 
Otis Fisher, 

E. Norton, 

J. Gleason, 


J. Howard, 
J. Christie, 


J. W. Colburn, 





J. Lovell, 





August 15, 1813. 
ditto, - 


eutenants. 
March 13, 1813, 
ditto, “ 


May 13, a 
ditto; si 
June 26, * 
June 30, “ 
July 15, 
August 14, * 


Third Lieutenants. 


March 17, 1813. 
August 15, ** 


David Foot, ditto, - 

A. Burghardt, ditto, “ 

T. Childs, jr. ditto, 7 
Ensigns. 

E. Badger, August 30, 1813. 


Sept. 29, “ 


Surgeon. 


May 15, 1812. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 





Adjutant. 








David Perry, June 30, T. G. Mower, Dec. 2, 1812. 
TENTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel. R. Plummer, July 6, 1812. 


James Welborn, 


_ Lieutenant Colonel. 
A. Pickens, jr. 


_. Majors. 
W.S. Hamilton, 
A. L. Langham, August 15, 


Captains. 
G. Cloud, 
T. M. Nelson, 
Philip Brittain 
Robert Mitchell, 


ditto, 
ditto, “ 
ditto, " 


Eman. I. Leigh, ditto, “ 
Mark Harden, ditto, a 
Joseph Bryant, ditto, “ 
Josiah Woods, ditto, - 
Joseph Clay. ditto, “ 
Jesse Copeland, ditto, 


First Lieutenants. 
George Vashon, 


George Strother, _—_ ditto, 

William Bailey, ditto, ‘* 
H. H. Carson, ditto, a 
Abner 8S. Lewis, ditto, es 


Charles Lutterloh, ditto, . 
W. L. Dufphey, 
William Irvine, August 14, “ 
Jos. J. Clinch, August 15, * 


Second Lieutenants. 
Thomas D. Kelly, 
Jos. G. Wall, 
Arthur Fox, 


ditto, “ 
ditto, ‘** 


July 6, 1812. 
July 6, 1812. 


March 3, 1813. 
of 


July 6, 1812. 
ad 


July 6, 1812, 
ee 


April 15, 1813. 


July 6, 1812. 





Adjutant. 








S. A. Miller, 
Lewis Yancey, 
Jehu Bird, 

A. G. Glynn, 
James Roane, 
B. T. Goodwyn, 


March 23, 1813. 
ditto, = 
April 15, ** 
August 14, * 

August 15, 

ditto, = 


Third Lieutenants. 
John Garrett, March 24, 1813. 
ee 


W. J. Gordon, ditto, 

James Norris, ditto, = 
Isaac Craton, ditto, ” 
F. McRae, ditto, “* 
G. R. Bridges, ditto,. ** 
W. Lancaster, jr. Aug. 14, * 
James K. Hill, —_ ditto, - 


S. Thomas, ditto, “= 
W. Alexander, August 15, * 


Ensigns. 
R. Wood, March 24, 1813. 
N.S. Wade, ditto, 66 
R. H. Goodwyn, ditto, “ 


M. Parkes, July 2, * 


W. Pannill, ditto,  * 
John Carney, July 19, * 
T. H. Ferguson, July 31, * 


S. H. Bryant, August 1, * 


John Rice, September 9, “ 
Surgeon. 
I. Foster, July 10, 1813. 


Surgeon's Mates. 
E. H. Bell, March 12, 1812. 
R. Everitt, March 24, 1813. 





Paymaster. 
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ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





























ELEVENTH INFANTRY. 
Staff appointments and || . Staff appointments and 
Names and Rank. PI Names and Rank. PI 
Brevets. Brevets. 
Colonel. Second Lieutenants. 
Isaac Clark, July 6, 1812, W. F. Hail, March 13, 1813, 
‘zoak Wwe ‘ bed 
Lieutenant Colonel. PE oe it os “ 
» » > > e ake & *. as 
Moody Bedel, July 6, 1812. T. Aldrich, ditto, “ 
Majors. J. V. Barron, ditto, an 
O. C. Merrill, March 3, 1813. T. Staniford, ditto, * 
J. McNeal, jr. August 15, “ Isaac Clark, jr. August 14, re 
if j ay o 5 bd 
- we ee } , iB. Meret — 7) a 
jeeks 3, 1812. eet gy “stem 
Samuel Gordon, ditto, - Bastene, 
W.S. Foster, March 13, 1813. S.C. Cotton, July 19, 1813. 
John Bliss, May 13, J.C. Walker. in « 
Richard Baen, June 26, ** Late Quartermaster.|] John Levake. July 29.“ 
V. R. Goodrich, ditto, |“ ei. fore « 
Horace Hale, August 15, “ Thor. ie mc “ite \ —— 93° a 
Benjamin Smead, ditto, we ek ugust 35, « 
P. S. Sandford, — ditto, 
First Lieutenants. Hazen Bedel, Septem. 21, “ 
M. Corning, July 6, 1812. B. Stevenson, ditto, sad 
W. Sheldon, March 13, 1813, | District Paymaster. || H. Webster, Septem. 22, “ 
W. 3. Heaton, ditto, “ 
James Wells, am, v4 Surgeon. 
a) fee a “ G. P. Spencer, April 7, 1813. 
D. Crawford, ditto, - 
R. Bucklin. jr. August 15, “ Surgeon’s Mates. 
N. S. Clarke, ditto, . Adjutant. T. Woodward, August 9, 1813. 
Thomas Levake, ditto, ™ John Sackett, ditto, “ 
TWELFTH INFANTRY. 
| 
Colonel. | John Towles, July 6, 1812. 
[saac A. Coles, March 12, 1813. | W. C. Parker, March 29, 1813. 
| Bailey Bruce, ditto, * 
Lieutenant Colonel. _ A. Eggleston, March 30, “ 
Thos. Taylor, August 15, 1813, | R. Booker, ditto, « 
; | Isaac Keyes, June 26, * 
_ _ Majors. | Jos. McGavock, ditto, “ 
R. C. Nicholas, March 3, 1813, | David P. Polk, Septem. 30, * 
W. Morgan, June 26, ** 
; Third Lieutenants. 
Captains. C. Randolph, March 29, 1813. 
‘1’. P. Moore, July 6, 1812, P.C. Johnston, ditto, 
James Gibson, ditto, wie | John Strother, ditto, sai 
James Paxton, ditto, a _ David Hunter, ditto, ” 
Thomas Sangster, ditto, ” | John Macky, ditto, “ 
A.C. Randolph,’ ditto. 'F.L. Dade, _—. ditto. = * 
James Charlton, ditto, “ | Philip Wager, ditto, * 
Charles Page, ditto, ” Jos. Shommo, ditto, 6 
A. L. Madison, ditto, ‘* | Jos. Thomas, ditto, * 
Thomas Post, March 29, 1813, | Mw. M. Claiborne, jun. 
Robert G. Hite. June 26, “ Late Adjutant. | August 14, * 
First Lieutenants. Ensigns. 
Z. Morgan, July 6, 1812. Geo. Eskridge, March 29, 1813. 
J. G. —> ditto, “ As. Dp.Q’mast.Gen.|| Michael Crupper, ditto, * 
L. B. Willis, ditto, ‘* | Paymaster. Thomas Blair, April 19, ** 
A. McDonald, ditto, “ John Robinson, May 18, “ 
John Key, jr. March 29, 1813. | S. Grantland, jr. May 20, “ 
Robert Houston, ditto, ‘“ | N.C. Kindey, July 2 “ 
John Kenney, ditto, “ De Lafayette Johnston, 
Oth. W. Callis, June 26, * Quartermaster. uly 9, “ 
William Stone, jr. ditto,  “ Robert Call, August 1, “ 
R. Harrison, September 30, “ R. Randolph, ditto, ‘“ 
S. Bartlett, ditto, - 
Second Lieutenants. 
P. Magruder, July 6, 1812. Surgeon. 
M. Hughes, ditto, “ J.C. Bronaugh, April 28, 1812. 




















MILITARY 


AFFAIRS, 





(1813. 





THIRTEENTH AND FOURTEENTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





THIRTEENTH INFANTRY. 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 








Brevets. Brevets. 
Colonel. Wm. W. Carr, May 13, 1813. 
P. P. Schuyler, July 6, 1812, | Adjutant General. D. B. Wilcox, August 15, “ 
Lieutenant Colonel. Second Lieutenants. 
S.S.Conner, March 12, 1813. Jacob Sammons, July 6, 1812. 
Jos. H. Dwight, April 1, 1813, | Quartermaster. 
; Majors. John Williams, ditto, = 
J. V.H.Huyck, — July 6, 1812. John Kirby, ditto, “ 


R. M. Malcom, March 3, 1813. 


Captains. 
John Sproull, July 6, 1812. 
Hugh R. Martin, ditto, * 
Mordecai Myers, ditto, “ 
Myndert M. Dox, ditto, - 
W.D. Lawrence, ditto, se 
S. W. Kearney, April 1, 1813. 
Samuel Haring, ditto, “ 
John K. Paige, May 13, “ 
W. B. Adams, ditto, 


John Campbell, August 15, “ 


First Lieutenants. 
R.S. Gardiner, July 6, 1812, 
oe 





Paymaster. 





George Reab, jr. April 20, * 


T. W. Denton, May 13, “* 
John Graham, June 20, “ 
Mason Ronalds, ditto, - 


John Haight, August 15, “ 
Wm. Anderson, jr. ditto, ae 


Third Lieutenants. 

F. J. Wheeler, May 2, 1813. 
C. Harrison, May 16, ‘* 
M. C. Cantine, August 1, ‘* 
G. Helmbold, August 15, ‘* 
R. Humphreys, Sept. 30. * 

.M. Harrison ditto, 4 
A. Schuyler, October 17, ** 











W. Gansevoort, ditto, Surgeon. 
con Sp eae = ” J. Y. Lancing, October 15, 1812. 
srael Turner itto 35 
Daniel Hugunin, April 1, 1813, Surgeon’s Mates. 
Alfred Phelps, May 13, *“ John McCall, —s April 15, 1812. 
Hugh Robinson, ditto, David Marsh, April 1, 1813. 
FOURTEENTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel. Wn. G. Mills, March 13, 1813, | Aid to Brig. Gen. 
C. G. Beerstler, June 20, 1813. ; 1 Gel P ; Winder. 
ames H. Gale itto . 
Lieutenant Colonel. Kiml. Godwin, ditto, “ 
Timothy Dix, June 20, 1813. S. F. Donalson, ditto, vs Paymaster. 
Uy NN. Robi ite, 
Majors. N. N. Robinson, itto << 
Samuel Lane, March 3, 1813. W.G. Sanders, May 13, 
1. D. Barnard, June 26, ** John Lynch, August 15, * Adjutant. 
- Captains. Third Lieutenants. 
H. Grindage, ; July 6, 1812. Abraham Clark, March 13, 1813. 
I. Montgomery, _ ditto, , : “ : 6 
— . “ Thomas Barton, ditto, 
Henry Fleming, ditto, R . “ 
. . “ obert Beall, April 30, 
Wm. Mcllvain, ditto, . 
pau ; i J. H. Faleonar, May 4, 
K. McKenzie, ditto, tee, | May 10. “ 
D. Cummings, March 13, 1813. ———eo ee 
; “ B. Ricketts, May 12, 
Thomas Karney, May 13, Massom Mudd, ditto si 
Reuben Gilder, June 26, ** ar : ’ tg “ 
Jos. Marshall August 15, ** W. Thompson, ditto, 
= ’ , D. McCrimmin, May 13, “ 
First Lieutenants. . 
J. McDonald July 6, 1812. . Ensigns. 
seg Aral, — - bw G. oom, —— 18, 1813, 
eter Ric itto, “ ohn A. Dix May 10, “ 
— wees, " - 13, 1813. ey Parker, > 12, a Quartermaster. 
Thomas Randall, itto,  ‘** ‘. Davidge itto, 48 
John Beckett, ditto, ‘* Jesse Keen, July 19, soe 
me om Pd 12, . Asa Partridge, Sept.24, “ 
, ward, May 13, ‘ 


J. W. Thompson, June 26, “ 
J. B. Sparkes, August 15, 


Second Lieutenants. 
James Christie, July 6, 1812. 
George Murdock, ditto, ‘* 








Surgeon. 
John Young, June 4, 1812. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 
S. W. Magruder, March 28, 1813. 
R. C. Downes, Mayi2, ** 
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FIFTEENTH AND SIXTEENTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 


FIFTEENTH INFANTRY. 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 





Colonel. 

D. Brearley, March 12, 1813. 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

Robert Carr, August 15, 1813. 


Majors. 
E. L. Whitlock, July 6, 1812. 
William King, March 3, 1813, 


Captains. 
Z. Rossell, July 6, 1812. 
C. W. Hunter, ditto, = 
White Youngs ditto, pet 


° 


H. H. Van Daisem, ditto, . 


J. L. Barton, July 30, ** 
J.D. Hayden, March 13, 1813. 
Aaron Sutphen, May 13, ‘ 
Abm. Per Lee, ditto, “ 
Jb. D. Howell, August 15, ‘“* 
G. McGlassin. itto; = 


First Lieutenants. 
William Barnett, July 6, 1812. 
James Piatt, ditto, o 
J. Schofield, ditto, “ 
R. L. Howell, Sept. 15, ‘“* 
S. McDougall, Sept. 30, “* 
David Riddle, | March 13, 1813. 
A. Godwin, jr. May 13, ‘* 





Adjutant General. 


Brigade Major. 


Brigade Major. 





David Curtis, 
C. Stewart, 
John Scott, 


May 13, 1813. 
August 15, * 
ditto, a 


Second Lieutenants. 


DD. Fraser, March 13, 1813, 
J. Dickerson, ditto, * 
William Coffie, ditto, “ 
C. Noyes, May 13, * 
H. K. Mullin, ditto, *“ 
J. T. David, ditto, = 
C. H. Roberts, ditto, vat 
D. E. Burch, August 15, ** 
John Rose, ditto, * 
Third Lieutenants. 
Levi Heath, August 1, 1813. 
Wm. B. Howell, ditto, « 
Floreat Meline, Oct. 1, * 
Ensigns. 


J.C. Dehart,September 9, 1813. 
Ch. W. Lee, September 30, * 


_ Surgeon. _ 
Fenn Deming, April 14, 1812. 


Surgeon’s Mate. 
R. T. Baker, March 12, 1812. 





Assist. Deputy Pay- 
master General. 


Quartermaster. 


Adjutant. 
Paymaster. 





SIXTEENTH 


INFANTRY. 





Colonel. 

C. Pearce, July 6, 1812. 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

R. Dennis, July 6, 1812, 


Majors. 
W. Lee, March 3, 1813, 
Robert Gray, August 15, ** 

Captains. 
G. G. Steele, July 6, 1812, 
A. McEwen, ditto, “ 
J. F. McElroy, ditto, — 
W. Davenport, Sept. 28, “ 
J. Machesney, March 13, 1813. 
M. Greenwood, April 16, * 
John Baldy, ditto, = 
J. W. Aitken, August 15, *“ 
F. D. Cummins, ditto, ss 
J. D. Coon, ditto, “ 


First Lieutenants. 
N. McLaughlin, April 16, 1813. 


Thomas Horrell, ditto, 
T. M. Powers, ditto, * 
Isaac Finch, August 15, “ 
John Rahm, ditto, - 


“é 


Jacob Whisler, August 5, 





Deputy Paymaster 
General. 


Late Paymaster. 
Late Adjutant. 


Quartermaster. 





6s 


Thomas Mahon, --- 15, 1813. 


itto, 
ditto, « 
Sept. 30, * 


Samuel Weigly. 
Thomas Evans, 
E. Olmstead, 


Second Lieutenants. 
Charles Fisler, 
T. P. McMahon, May 19, “ 
Wm. Downey, August 15, “ 
S. Nicholson, ditto, = 
S. Roberts, ditto, = 
Thomas Lyon, ditto, aa 


Third Lieutenants. 
Ths. Findley, August 15, 1813. 
John Williams, ditto, “ 


Ensigns. 


George Bryan, August 1, 1813. 


Samuel Ladd, ditto, ee 
Hector Burns, _ ditto, - 
Thos. Martin, ditto, ie 


ee 


L. Diffenbuch, August 14, 
Nathaniel Young, ditto, 19, ‘* 


- Surgeon. 
S. Gilliland, May 15, 1812. 


8 Surgeon’s Mate. 
G. Baylies, December 2, 1812. 





May 16, 1813. 








MILITARY 


AFFAIRS. 








SEVENTEENTH AND EIGHTEENTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 








SEVENTEENTH INFANTRY. 











Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 


Names and Rank. 











Colonel. 
Samuel Wells, July 6, 1812. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
William M’Millan, July 6, 1812. 
Majors. 

Geo. Croghan, March 30, 1813, 

Richard Graham, ** a * 
Captains. 

Win. Bradtord, July 6, 1812, 


Charles Quiray, do. 6, “ 
R. Hightower, do. 6, * 
David Holt, do. 6, ” 
James Hunter, do. 6, 
William J. Adair, do. 6, “ 
James Duncan, jr. do 6, “* 


. March 29, 1813. 

B. W. Sanders, April 16, ** 

M. L. Hawkins, April 16,“ 
First Lieutenants. 

Benj. Johnson, July 6, 1812, 


C. H. Holder, 











Lieut. Col. brevet, 
August 2, 1813. 








March 13, 1813. 
Chesteen Scott, do. 30, “ 
Taylor Berry, do. 30, “* 
Thos. Hawkins, April 16, * 
James Gray, do. 16, “ 
William Baylor, Aug. 15, 
T. Buckley, do. 15, 
Samuel 8. Berry, do. 15, ™* 


Jos. Duncan, 


Third Lieutenants. 


John Hamilton, April 6, 1813. 


G. J. Floyd, do. 6, 

S. H. Craig, do. 12, * 
Reuben Taylor, do. 12, ** 
T. S. Morgan, ah, * 


William Hughes, May 13, * 
William Eubank, Aug. 15, ** 
John Taylor, do. 15, 


Ensigns. 
G. M. Beall, April 6, 1813, 
James Maxwell, June ll, “ 


} 


| Staff’ appointments and 





Brevets. 





Dep. Qr. Mast. Gen. 








Alex. Robertson, aé¢ “ > me : 
H. Crittenden, do. 6, “* R. W. Ewing, do. 16, 
M. W. Fisher. do. 6, J. Mershon, do. 18, : 
J. Hackley, jr. March 13, 1813. Richard Doyle, July 2, 
A. Garrett. do. 13, es Paymaster. Ander. Evans, Aug. a, 
T. Mountjoy, do. 13, * . 
C. A. Baylar,  Aprill6, Surgeon. 
Parry Hawkins, do. 16, “ William Turner, April 7, 1813. 
Philip King, Aug. 15, ** 
Second Lieutenants. Surgeon's Mates. 
Ed. Ship, jr. March 13, 1813, W.S. Madison, Dec. 2, 1812. 
James Munday, do. 13, * | J.M. Talbot, March 13, 1813. 
EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT. 
Colonel. Second Lieutenants. 
William Drayton, July 6, 1812. W.N.Miller, July 6, 1812. 
R. Mebane, jun. do. 6, “ 
Lieutenant Colonel. John Watkins, do. 6 “™ 
Benajah White, July 6, 1812, H. Brown, do 6, “ 
R. Thruston, do. 6, “ 
Majors. John Street, do. 6, °* 
William Strother, July 6, 1812. Alex. Pagan, March 13, 1813. 
M. J. Kenan, June 26, 1813. John Peebles, do. 13, “ 


Captains. 
J. G. Blount, jr. July 6, 1812. 


George Butler, do. 6, 
William Taylor, do. 6, ‘* 
Edward King, do 6, * 
P. Taylor, do. 6, “* 
Owen Clinton, do. 6, “* 
T. I. Robison, m6 * 
Jas. Hamilton, March 13, 1813. 
M. G. Waage, June 26, ** 
First Lieutenants. 
W. A. Blount, July 6, 1812. 
B. T. Elmore, do. 6, * 
Elias D. Dick, do. 6, * 
J. W. Farrow, » & * 
Alexander King, do. 6, “ 
William Tisdale, do. 6, “ 
Thos. Reynolds, March 13, 1813, 
T.C. Wilhight, June26, “* 
E. S. Hawkins, do. 30, * 








Paymaster. 


Quartermaster. 








W. D. Freeman, June 30, * 


Third Lieutenants. 
Iforatio Dade, March 13, 
Fred’k Kinloch, do. 13, 
S. W. Smith, June l6, “* 
John 8S. Todd, July 22, “ 


Ensigns. 
W. Whattey, June 29, 1813. 
George Bruton, do. 29, * 
J. W. Allston, do. 29, “ 
George Taylor, Aug. 6, “ 
A. B. Addison, Oct. ll, ** 

Surgeon. 

Surgeon’s Mates. 

William M’Caw, May 1, 1812, 
James B. Hill, July 6, “ 


1813, 











| 
' 





REGISTER OF THE ARMY FOR 1813. 405 


1813.] 











NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





NINETEENTH INFANTRY. 





| 
| 















































Mesnes and Bank. Staff 5 eae and | Nemes and Beak. Staff appointments and 
revets. Brevets. 
Colonel. | Second Lieutenants. 
John Miller, July 6, 1812. | C. Mitchell, March 30, 1813. | 
P | J. Whistler, jun. do. 30, * 
Lieutenant Colonel. | KE. T. Langham, April 6, ** 
J. B. Campbell, July 6, 1812. | Col. brevet, Dec. | i? a _ = 
18, 1812. A. E. Hoffman, -« & * 
Majors. W. Blanchard, do. 6, ‘* 
George Todd, July 6, 1812. | George W. Stall, do. 6, ‘* 
Thomas 8. Jesup, April 6, 1813. | Asher Phillips, May 20, *“ 
| John Miligan Aug. 15, * 
Siena Cpt, John Stockton, do. 15. 
A. Edwards uly 6, 1812. ores ‘ 

H. H. Hickman, do. 6, “ | Third Lieutenants. 

Wilson Rilictt, do. 6 “ Jacob Anderson, April 6, 1813. 
James Herron : do. 6. * Mason Seward, do. 6, * 
John. Chunn, do. 6, * a. = eo 
Hugh Moore, . & * Willi how °. om 6 6 
Asahei Nearing, do. 6, * : eT = do. 6, ve 
John Anderson, March 16, 1813. | ‘Topographical Eng. |} “** “* *4008€"> Aug. 15, 

David Gwynne, do. 30, “ | Ensigns. 
G. W. Jackson, Aug. 15, “ | “~~ on, July 6, 1812. 
}. B. Baskerville, do. 6, “ 
First Lieutenants. Hugh May, a. & * 
Samuel Booker, July 6, 1812. | John Simmons, — do. _ 19, 1813. 
Stephen Lee, do 6, © | C. Niswanger, do. 19, ** 
John Hazelton, do 6, “ | T. R. M’Knight, do. 19, ** 
James Campbell, do. 6, ** John Jolly, do. 19, * | 
James Morrow, do. 6, * D. E. Jackson, do. 29, * | 
J. D. Fleming, ae. & * Ss 
Philip P. Price, March 30, 1813, Levi Rog ‘ieee’ 98. 1813 
Jonathan Rees, do. 30, “ 4evil Rogers, an 28, 1 
H. Frederick, Aug. 15, “ Surgeon’s Mates. 
Battle Harrison, do. 15, “ Charles Marvin, Mar. 12, 1212. | 
Daniel Turney. Dec. 31, “ | 
TWENTIETH INFANTRY. 
P 
Colonel. - 8 eg 
= ’ as | Thos. Blackwell, July 6, 1812. 
lr. M. Randolph, March 3, 1813. | John Archer, a 6. “| Paymaster. 
re eé 
Lieutenant Colonel. ! Atle eg = 6, i 
D. Campbell, March 12, 1813. | Wilham Ligon, do. 6, “| 
| John B. Hogan, April 16, 1813. 
Majors. | W.F. Pendleton, ~~ * I 
John Stanard, March 3, 1813. || 3, M- Glassell, do. 16, & | 
Lewis L. Taylor, do. 3, * i = par ‘Aug. o 
|| Dante ookKer do. 15 = 
| 5] 9 
Captains. | Thi . | 
nird Lieutenants. | 
Richard Pollard, July 6, 1812. | John Wiley, jun. Mar. 30, 1813. | 
Wm. 8S. Jett,jun. do. 6, “ | John Hill, do. 30, “| 
J. A. Thornton, do. 6, “* _H. Saunders, jun. » oo a 
J. Macrea, jun. do. 6, “* Jacob Koontz, do. 12, “* | 
Byrd C. Willis, do. 6, “* | Thomas Rawlins, do. 16,“ | 
W. A. Shelton, April 5, 1813. | Frs. Callaway, do. 16, “ | 
T. B. Randolph, do. 5, “ | Jos. Barnett, do. 16, © | 
Charles Gee, do. 16, *“ | Samuel Harris, Aug. 14, ** | 
Bernard Peyton, do. 16, ** a a Godwin, = — =.) 
| G. M’Laughlin o. 15, “ | Quartermaster. 
First Lieutenants. aaa ; 

a . " | Ensigns. 
am Sy oe | J. Pettipool, July 6, 1812. | 
M.M "Payne, do. 6 | Dabney Morris, May 3, 1813. | 
W. G. Hayes. do. 6. “ H. Lewis, July 2, | 

. . é . . . | - ; . 9° we 
R. Crawford, do. 6, “ HI en Fuller, do. 2, - - 
4 ‘6 || sonn Baker, do. 29, } 

Clement White, do. 6, || Robert Carter “ 

. ag Gece“ - || Robert Carter, Aug. 1, | 
Thomas Harris, do. 6, | Jos. B. Scott d 1 o | 
Benjamin Smith, April 5, 1813 , ’ ~ 

‘homas Howson, nm * Ss | 
° : ' é“ urgeon. 
Thomas Monroe, do. 16, | M.C. Buck. July 2, 1813. | 











—— 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





[ 1813. 





TWENTY-FIRST AND TWENTY-SECOND REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





TWENTY-FIRST INFANTRY. 








Names and Rank. 


| Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 


Names and Rank. 


| 
| Staff appointments and 


Brevets. 





Colonel. 
El. W. Ripley, March 12, 1813. 


, Lieutenant Colonel. 
Timothy Upham, March 12, 1813. 





Second Lieutenanis. 


Wm. Bowman, July 6, 1812. 
6, . 


John Downer, do. 
James Pratt, 
Nath] N. Hall, do. 13, 





March 13, 1813. 


*e 











Majors. . i. a —_ = 7 Quartermaster. 
John Johnson, June 26, 1813. | Assist. Adjutant Gen.) (O°) ('USY) —o> . 
Se Geniien do. 6 N. Blasdell, Aug. 15, 
, ee Edward Hall, do. 15, “* 
= Captains. Third Lieutenants 
Josiah H. Vose, July 6, 1812, | . . 
Charles E. Tobey. do. 6, “ | Brackett Paine, Aug. 15, 1813. 
Joseph Treat, do. 6, : | Daniel Rose, do. 15, “ | Assist. Topog. Eng. 
a Procter, > 6, | eet 
er. Chapman, oe & * LNSIENS. 
Benjamin Ropes, do. 6, “ . be = 
Lemuel Bradford, do. 6, “ } a es Ass “y — 
S. Burbank, = March 13, 1813. ee ee ae 
. on +“ ' Benjamin Jackson, do. 5, *“* 
M. Marston, June 26, | Francis Larned, Oct. 1 a 
* 4 ee j « , 4 J s . . 
J. Eastman, jun. July 30, 1 Nicholas Tilman, do. 1, “* 
First Lieutenants. | Brad. Farnum, — do. 17, 
Daniel Henderson, July 6, 1812. a 
Perez Loring, March 13, 1813. | a 
— om o 13, “ | Adjutant. A. Trowbridge, Aug. 1, 1813. 
eter Petham. April 16, “| 
hy <4 — fend m * | Surgeon's Mates. 
> » OF bed | ° _ 
Ira — oo my ee | _ Josiah Everett, July 21, 1813. 
’ ee Elisha Allen, do. 21, * 
TWENTY-SECOND INFANTRY. 
Colonel. John D. Kehr, March 13, 1813. | Quartermaster. 
Hugh Brady, July 6, 1812. Robert Dunn, April 16, ** | Assist. Adj. Gen. 
’ ’ Gideon Low, do. 16, “* 
‘ Lieutenant Colonel. Phomas Wright, do. 16, ** | Paymaster. 
George M’Feely, July 6, 1812. Robert R. Hall, June 20.“ 
John R. Guy, do, 20, ** 
Majors. John Armstrong, do. 20, * 
Robert Lucas, = March 3, 1813. John Fee, do. 26.0" 
Ralph Marlin, do 3 * 
. Third Lieutenants. 
_ Captains. Jas. M’Kenney, March 13, 1813. 
Sampson 8S. King, July 6, 1812. WW m. Gillaspie, do. 13,“ 
Jacob Carmack, do. 6, Peleg Slocum, June l6, “ 
— a, > = * y ged - 26, “ 
ohn Foster, do. 6, “ - M. Davidson, do. 26, 
Silas Amberson, de. 6, “ Samuel Brady. do. 26, * 
David Espy. April 16, ** John Arrison, do. 26, * 
_ Henderson, do. 16,  ™* J.H. Vanderslice, July 19, * 
Th. Lawrence, une 20,“ +. S. Wilkins S * 
wie re — - « G. S. Wilkins, do. 29, 
. ; Ensigns. 
First Lieutenants. James Stewart, July 19, 1813. 
John Larken, July 6, 1812. Joseph Stahle, do. 29, ** 
Thos. Y. Sprogell, do. 6, “ John Clark, do. 29, * 
James Huston, do. 6, * Geo. F. Semple, Aug. 1. “ 
William Morrow, do. 6, “™ John Semple, do 4. °** 
John Greene, = March 13, 1813. | Adjutant. Robert Beans, do. 14, * 
. oy pey, —_ _ ™ Fred. Hennings, Oct. 1, ** 
Fe V. Ferguson, do. 16, “ 
William Sturgis, June 20, ** Surgeon. 
in Corn un - 90, * Wm. N. Mercer, Aug. 7, 1813. 
ames shee, do. 20. “* 
Surgeon's Mates. 
Second Lieutenants. P. H. Craig, July 6, 1812. 
Jacob Fetter, July 6, 1812. Jesse Magaw, a « 
J. Culbertson, March 13, 1813. 
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TWENTY-THIRD AND TWENTY-FOURTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





TWENTY-THIRD INFANTRY. 








Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 





Colonel. 


James P. Preston, Aug. 15, 1813. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
Jas. R. Mullany, 


Majors. 
H. B. Armstrong, April 12, 1813. 
D. M’Farland, Aug.15, “* 


Captains. 
Peter Mills, July 6, 1812. 
Derick Van Veghten,do. 6, ‘°° 
David Scott, oe & * 
Thomas Delano, do 6 
Hor. G. Armstrong, Sep. 25, “* 
L. B. Canfield, do. 25, 
Isaac Roach, jun. April 13, 1813. 
S. D. Wattles, June 20, ‘** 
A. W. Odell. do. 20, ** 
E. F. Gilbert. do. 26, “ 
First Lieutenants. 
John M’Cartey, July 6, 1812. 
R. Goodell, do. 6, “ 
William Clarke, do. 6, “ 
B. H. Mooers, ~~ & 
John M. Lowe, March 17, 1813. 
W. J. Worth, do. 19, re 
. 


H. Whiting, 
P. L. Hogeboom, 


June 20, 
do. 20, * 


March 3, 1813. 





Aid to Major General 
Lewis. 
Paymaster. 


Second Lieutenants. 
Rod. Simons, July 6, 1812, 
J. P. Livingston, Sep. 25, “ 
Levi 8. Burr, March 18, 1813. 
J. M’Aulay, jun. April 16,“ 
Jus. Ingersoll, June 20, * 
Samuel Tappan, do. 20, “ 
Alph. Wetmore, do. 26, “ 


Third Lieutenants. 


W.G. Belknap, April 5, 1813. 
S. B. Griswold, do. 5, “ 
Zadoc P. Morse, do. 16, * 
John Jones, do. 16, * 
Rd. C. Smyth, May 3, “ 
James S. Abeel, do. 3, “ 
Abm. Cantine, do. 10, * 
J. P. Dieterich, do. 10, “* 
Rd. Phillips, de. 13, “ 


Samuel R. Hill, June2i, “ 


Ensigns. 
Ezra King, July 6, 1812. 
J. Cauldwell, jun. Apr. 7, 1813. 
John B. Truax, May 4, “ 
Francis Blaize, do. 12, ** 
Dudley Lamb, Oct. 4, * 





; Surgeon. 
Silas Fuller, July 6, 1812. 





Quartermaster. 














Fred. Brown, do, 20, * Surgeon's Mates. 
Abijah Bennet, do. 20, * John Gale, - July 9, 1812, 
Henry White, do, 28, 1813. 
TWENTY-FOURTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel. Second Lieutenants. 


W. P. Anderson, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 


Joseph L. Smith, March 12, 1813. 


Majors. 


F. Armstrong, 


Robert Butler, Aug. 15, “ 


Captains. 
Aw. H. Holmes, July 6, 1812. 
Alexander Gray, do. 6, ‘* 
John A. Rodgers, do. 6 “ 
William Q. Allen, do. 6, “ 
Robert Desha, a «& * 


J. H. Campbell, ~~. & * 
Minor Sturges, 

Frank Hampton, 
W. 0. Winston, 


W. Wilkinson, 


June 26, * 
Aug. 15, “ 
ash * 


First Lieutenants. 
Silas Stevens, 
James Stuart, 
Samuel Scott, 
Joseph Anthony, 


a ¢& “* 


June 26, * 


Rt. Buntin, jun. do. 26, * 
Tal. Richards, Aug. 15, * 
Uriah Allison, do. 15, 
Caleb G. Fobes, do. 15, “ 
John O. Fallon, vdo. 15, ** 
Joseph Perkins, do 15, * 


July 6, 1812. 


June 26, 1813, 


) 
May 12, 1813, 


July 6, 1812, 


March 13, 1812. 





Paymaster. 


Aid to Major Gen. 
Harrison. 


Abner Hynes, 


T. P. Favrot, June 26, * 


| 

| 

| Adam Peck, jun. do. 26, “ 

| Litt. Johnston, do. 26, 

| Sam’l T. Balch, Aug. 14, “ 

| John Butler, do. 14, “ 

| Jos. A. Martin, do. 14, * 

W.M. Crawford, do. 15,“ 

| Daniel Green, do. 1k “* 
J. S. Williamson, do. 15, “ 


Third Lieutenants. 





| Francis Valle, May 13, 1813. 
| John Gillbreath, do. 13, * 
| Rd. M. Woods, do. 13, * 
F. Baldridge, do. 13, ** 
| William Martin, Aug. 9, * 
| W. G. Childress, do. 15, * 
| Lewis M. Ayer, do. 15, ** 
|| Hezk. Jackson, do. 15, “ 
] Ensigns. 
| Robert Renfroe, Aug. 9, 1813. 
| Alex. Hamilton, do 9, * 
| R. M’Combs, a SS * 
| W.K. Pauling, do. 9, * 
| William Johnson, do. 9, * 
|| Abm. Fine, Oct. 1, * 
| Surgeon. 


|| Henry Skinner, 
| Surgeon’s Mates. 
Humphries, 


C. 
Harry Bradford, Aug. 9, 1813. 


April 20, 1813. 


April 5, 1813. 





April 25, 1812. 








es 
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TWENTY-FIFTH INFANTRY AND RIFLE REGIMENT. 








TWENTY-FIFTH INFANTRY. 














Names and Rank. 





Staff appointments and | Shonen end fk. 


Brevets. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets, 





Colonel. 
EK. P. Gaines, March 12, 1813. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
Jonas Cutting, July 6, 1812. 


Majors. 
C. K. Gardner, = June 26, 1813. 
William Battey, Aug.15, “ 


Captains. 
George Howard, July 6, 1812, 
Peter Bradley, mn ¢& * 
Joseph Kinney, March 13, 1813. 
T. M. Read, April 16, * 
J. B. Murdoch, do. 16, 
Henry Dyer. June 20, 
Minor Robbins, do. 26, 
J. A. Thomas, Aug. 15, 
Benjamin Watson, do. 15, 


La 


oe 


Adjutant General. 


Assist. Adj. Gen. 


T.S. Seymour, June 20, 
Jesse Beach, do. 26, 
K. Shaylor, Aug. 15, 
Alex. T. F. Bill, do. 15, 
John G. Munn, do. 15, 
George M’Chain, Sept. 30, 


Second Lieutenants. 
J. Hutchinson, 
G. Talcott, jun. July 10, 
Russell Eddy, do. 13, 
Clark Robbins, do. 13, 
John Gifford, do. 13, 


Late Quartermaster.|| J. D. Brown, Aug. 15, 





S. H. Devotion, Sept. 28, 


Third Lieutenants. 








Arch’d C. Crary, April 16, 1813. 


iy 
se 
ee 
es 
ee 


es 


May 13, 1813. 


ee 


Henry De Witt, Oct. 17, 1813. 





Quartermaster. 


Dep. Com. Ord. 
Paymaster. 








D. Ketchum, Sept. 30, ‘* Surgeon. 
Giles Gridley, April 9, 1812. 
First Lieutenants. 
J. Burbidge, March 13, 1813. Surgeon's Mates. 
Edward White, April1l6,  “ P. Woodbury, July 6, 1812. 
Danie! Forward, do. 16, “ J. L. Comstock, Dec. 2, “ 
RIFLE REGIMENT. 
Colonel. 7 et Lieutenants. 
‘ bs r ' arvey Murray, Oct. 17, 1812. 
r. 7 ® Smith, July 6, 1812. J. Ss. VPIntoshe Nov. 13, ‘“ 
Bietenest Cohen Jos. Calhoun, jun. Dec. 2, * 
Hyem Cohen, a. 3 * 
G. W. Sevier, July 6, 1812. William Arnold, do. 3, * 
John M’Intire, do 3 * 
Majors. . hong ey Dy 3 « 
; es ‘ ohn Hanson, Jee. 4, * 
ben. 2. Aug. a 9 John Harlee, Jan. 20, 1813. 
Josiah Hill, do. 20,  ** 
Captains. Third Lieutenants. 
H. R. Graham, March 8, 1809. S. V. Hamilton, March 12, 1813. 
A. A. Massias, July 1, ™ R. M’Farland, do. 12, ** 
F. Ridgeway, do. 31, 1810. Jacob Tipton, do. 12, * 
Michael C. Hays, June 1, 1811. W. Armstrong, do. 12, ** 
L. Morgan, July 1, “* Bennet Riley, do. 12, * 
Daniel Appling, April 1, 1812. L. Norton, do. 12, * 
Joshua Hamilton, July 6, “™ J.S. Gray, May 20, “ 
T. A. Patterson, Aug. 1, “ Andrew Lindsay, June 29,“ 
T. Ramsay, Nov. 30, °° 
William Smith, Jan. 20, 1813. Ensigns. 
T. F. Smith, July 2, 1813, 
First Lieutenants. Samuel Cobbs, do 2 * 
Elias Stallings, March 16, 1811. . oan > = a 


L.G. A. Armistead, Feb. 10, 1812. 
W. E. Morris, April 30, ** 
John Findley, do. 30,  ** 
H. V.Swearingen, July 6, 
EK. Wadsworth, Aug. 1, 1812. 
William Townly, do. 1, 
W.C. Beard, Sept.27, “ 
James Ryan, Nov. 30, ** 
George Gray, 


Jan. 20, 1813. 


Aid to Maj. Gen. 
Pinckney. 


Quartermaster. 





J. H. Stannon, do. 29, 
Peter Albright, Aug. 1, 
Edward Drake. do. 7, 


Surgeon. 


Surgeon’s Mate. 
S. Gantt, July 2, 








W. W. Hall, March 24, 1812. 


1813. 
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MAJOR GENERALS. 


Henry Dearborn, January 27, 1812, 
Thomas Pinckney, March 27, 1812, 
James Wilkinson, March 2, 1813, 
Wade Hatapton, March 2, 1813, 
Morgan Lewis, March 2, 1813, 

W. H. Harrison, March 2, 1813, 


BRIGADIER GENERALS. 


Jos. Bloomfield, March 27, 1812, 
James Winchester, March 27, 1812, 
William Hull, April 8, 1812, 
Thomas Flournoy, June 18, 1812, 
T. H. Cushing, July 2, 1812, 

John Chandler, July 8, i812, 

John P. Boyd, August 26, 1812. 
Thomas Parker, March 12, 1813, 
George Izard, March 12, 1813, 

W. H. Winder, March 12, 1813, 
D. M’Arthur, March 12, 1813, 
Lewis Cass, March 12, 1813, 
Benjamin Howard, March 12, 1813, 
D. RK. Williams, July 9, 1813, 
Jacob Brown, July 19, 1813, 

L. Covington, August 1, 1813, 


COLONELS. 


April 1, 1802. 


H. Burbeck, Ist art. brig. gen. brev. 


May 3, 1808. 
William Russell, 7th infantry. 
duly 8. 
Jonas Simonds, 6th infantry. 
August 18. 
J. Kingsbury, Ist infantry, in staff. 
March 12, 1812. 
M. Porter, L. A. brig. gen. brevet. 
July 6. 
Richards Sparks, 2d infantry, 
Alexander Macomb, 3d artillery, 
Thomas A. Smith, rifle, 
P. P. Schuyler, 13th infantry, staff, 
Simon Larned, 9th infantry, 
James Burn, 2d light dragoons, 
Isaac Clark, 11th infantry, 
Hugh Brady, 22d infantry, 
Wm. P. Anderson, 24th infantry, 
Cromwell Pearce, 16th infantry, 
Patrick Jack, 8th infantry, 
Samuel Wells, 17th infantry, 
John Miller, 19th infantry, 
William Drayton, 18th infantry, 
James Wellborn, 10th infantry, 
July 31. 
Joseph G. Swilt, engineer, 
August 15. 
Daniel Bissell, 5th infantry. 
August 26. 
Robert Purdy, 4th infantry. 
March 3, 1813. 
I’. M. Randolph, 20th infantry. 
March 12. 
Ed. P. Gaines, 25th inf. adj. gen. 
Winfield Scott, 2d artillery, 
David Brearly, 15th infantry, 
Isaac A. Coles, 12th infantry, 
Elea. W. Ripley, 21st infantry, 
L. Laval, 1st light dragoons. 
June 20. 
Charles G. Beerstler, 14th infantry. 
August 15. 
Homer V. Milton, 3d infantry, 
James P. Preston, 23d infantry. 


LIEUTENANT COLONELS. 


April 1, 1802. 

C, Freeman, Ist. art. col. brevet. 

November 30, 1810. 

J. Miller, 6th infantry, col. brevet. 
June 6, 1811. 

Gilbert C. Russell, 3d infantry. 
December 2. 

J. R. Fenwick, light art. col. staff. 








LINEAL RANK. 


July 6, 1812. 
John Bowyer, 2d infantry, 
John Darrington, 4th infantry, 
George W. Sevier, rifle, 
A. T. Macneill, 2d light dragoons, 
William M’Millan, 17th infantry, 
J. B. Campbell, 19th inf. col. brevet, 
Benaja White, 18th infantry, 
Jonas Cutting, 25th infantry, 
George M’Feely, 22d infantry, 
Richard Dennis, 16th infantry, 
Moody Bedel, 11th infantry, 
Andrew Pickens, 10th infantry. 

July 31. 

W. K. Armistead, engineer. 

August 15. 
Robert C. Nicholas, Ist infantry. 

March 3, 1813. 
George E. Mitchell, 3d artillery, 
James R. Mullany, 23d infantry, 
James House, 3d artillery, 
F. K. Huger, 2d artillery, col. staff. 
March 12. 





Samuel 8. Conner, 13th infantry, 

Timothy Upham, 21st infantry, 

Thomas Aspinwall, 9th infantry, 

Joseph L. Smith, 24th infantry, 

David Campbell, 20th infantry, 

William Lindsay, 2d artillery. 
April 30. 

Thornton Posey, 7th infantry. 

une 20. 

Timothy Dix, 14th infantry, 

N. Luckett, Ist light dragoons. 
August 15, 

George Gibson, 5th infantry. 

Robert Carr, 15th infantry, 

Thomas Taylor, 12th infantry, 

Lawrence Manning, 8th infantry. 


MAJORS. 





March 21, 1800. 
Z. Pike, 1st inf. lieut. col. brevet. 
July 31. 
W. M’Rea, Ist art. lieut. col. brevet. 
December 1, 1804. 
A. Y. Nicoll, Ist artillery, col. staff. 
March 15, 1810. 
A. Eustis, It. art. lieut. col. brevet. 
July 6, 1812. 
W. R. Boote, 2d infantry, col. staff, 
John Campbell, 6th infantry, 
George Bomford, engineer, 
Eph. L. Whitlock, 15th infantry, 
John ‘T. Woodford, 2d It. dragoons, 
Samuel Nye, 3d artillery, 
William Strother, 18th infantry, 
Daniel M. Forney, 2d artillery, 





John V. H. Huych, 13th infantry, 
George Todd, 19th infantry. 
July 31. 
William M’Ree, engineer. 
August 1. 
James M’Donald, rifle. 
August 15. 
Matthew Arbuckle, 3d infantry. 
August 26. 
Nathan Heald, 4th infantry. 
September 16. 
J. V. Ball, 2d It. drag. It. col. brev. 
January 20, 1813. 
Eli B. Clemson, Ist infantry, 
W. Swan, 2d infantry, col. in staff, 
Ninian Pinkney, 5th infantry, 
William Carson, 3d infantry, 
Horatio Stark, 6th infantry, 
Arthur Morgan, 7th infantry, 
Stephen Ranney, 4th infantry, 
Benjamin Forsyth, rifle, 
‘Thomas Pitts, light artillery. 
March 3. 
George Armistead, 3d artillery, 
Washington Lee, 16th. infantry, 
W. King, 15th infantry, col. staff, 
Samuel Lane, 14th infantry, 





John Stanard, 20th infantry, 





aE 
| Richard M. Malcolm, 13th infantry, 


Lewis L. Taylor, 20th infantry, 
Robert C. Nicholas, 12th infantry, 
Robert Lucas, 22d infantry, 
William 8. Hamilton, 10th infantry, 
Ralph Marlin, 22d infantry, 
Orsa. C. Merrill, 11th infantry. 
nv March 25. 
William Cumming, 8th infantry. 
March 30. 
G. Croghan, 17th inf. It. col. brevet, 
Richard Graham, 17th infantry. 
April 6. 
Thomas S. Jesup, 19th infantry. 
pril 12. 
H. B. Armstrong, 23d infantry. 
April 30. 
Benjamin Wallace, 5th infantry. 


May 5. 
James B. Many, Ist artillery. 


2 une 7. 
Thomas A. Helms, Ist It. dragoons. 
June 26. 

J. Johnson, 21st infantry, in staff, 

Jacob Hindman, 2d artillery, 

Charles K. Gardner, 25th infantry, 

Willo. Morgan, 12th infantry, 

Francis Armstrong, 24th infantry, 

Joseph Grafton, 21st infantry, 

Isaac D. Bernard, 14th infantry, 

Michael J. Kenan, 18th infantry, 

Chester Lyman, 9th infantry, 

A. P. Hayne, Ist light dragoons. 
August 15. 

J. Bankhead, 7th inf., col. staff, 

Ross Bird, 7th infantry, 

Ang. L. Langham, 10th infantry, 

Henry Leavenworth, 9th infantry, 

Daniel M’Farland, 23d infantry, 

Robert Butler, 24th infantry, 

John M’Neal, 11th infantry, 

William Battey, 25th infantry, 

Robert Gray, 16th infantry, 

Philip Cook, 8th infantry. 


CAPTAINS. 


1797. 
J. Whistler, Ist inf., major brevet. 
1800. 
H. M’Call, Ist inf., major brevet. 
1801. 
L. Beall, Ist artillery, maj. brevet. 
1804 


Samuel T. Dyson, Ist artillery, 

Nathaniel Leonard, Ist artillery. 
1805. 

Charles Wollstonecraft, 1st artillery. 
1806. 

J. B. Walbach, Ist art., col. staff. 
1807. 

Moses Swett, Ist artillery. 
1808, 


Charles Gratiot, engineer, 


| William Wilson, Ist artillery, 


John Nicks, 3d infantry, 

H. Atkinson, 3d inf., col. in staff, 

John M’Clelland, 3d infantry, 

Colin Buckner, 5th infantry, 

Simon Owens, Ist infantry, 

John Binney, 4th infantry, 

James Woodruff, 3d infantry, 

D. Hughes, Ist inf., major staff. 
1809 


Enoch Humphreys, Ist artillery, 
E. Beebe, 6th int., major staff, 
W. Piatt, 2d infantry, col. staff. 
Henry R. Graham, rifle, 

Return B. Brown, 4th infantry, 
Uriah Blue, 7th infantry, 

John Machesney, 6th infantry, 
J. Snelling, 4th inf., major brevet. 
Abraham A. Massias, rifle, 
Francis Newman, Ist artillery, 
J. ‘I’. Arrowsmith, 6th infantry, 
Richard Oldham, 7th infantry, 
William Butler, 3d infantry, 
Gad Humphreys, 6th infantry. 
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CAPTAINS —Continued. 


1810. 
William Lawrence, 2d infantry, 
James Doherty, 7th infantry, 
John Walworth, 6th infantry, 
Asa Morgan, Ist light dragoons, 
George M. Brooke, 5th intantry, | 
J. Gibson, light artillery, col. in staff 
Richard Whartenby, 5th infantry, 
William Campbell, light artillery, 
Robert H. M’Pherson, light artillery, 
Alden Patridge, engineer, 
Fielder Ridgeway, rifleman, 
Robert B. Moore, 3d inlantry, 
E. Cutler, 7th infantry, maj. staff, 
Townsend Stith, 5th infantry, 
Peter Muhlenberg, 6th infantry, 
Z. ‘Taylor, 7th infantry, major brev. 
Walter H. Overton, 7th infantry, 

1811. 
J. S. Swearingen, Ist art. maj. staff, 
James Denking, 3d infantry, 
Seleck Osborne, Ist light dragoons, 
C. Nicholas, Ist inf., major staff, 
William M’Clelland, 7th infantry, 
Henry B. Brevoort, 2d infantry, 
John N. M’Intosh, light artillery, 
Hays G. White, 3d infantry, 
Silas Halsey, Ist light dragoons, 
Michael C. Hays, rifleman, 
Alexander A. White, 7th infantry, 
Lodowick Morgan, rifleman, 





James Hanhan, Ist artillery, 

Samuel Price, light artillery, 

Oliver G. Burton, 4th infantry, 

Alexander M’Ilhenny, 5th infantry, 

Michael Walsh, Ist artillery, 

TT’. Chambers, 5th inf., maj. staff, 

Alex. Cummings, Ist light dragoons, 

Charles Fuller, 4th infantry, 

James Dorman, 5th infantry, 

Clement Sadlier, 6th infantry, 
January 3, 1812. 

R. Sterry, 6th inf. major in staff. 

March 12. 

John Miller, 2d infantry, 

Daniel Baker, Ist infantry, 

James Reed, Ist artillery. 


April 1. 
Andrew M’*Dowell, light artillery. 
Daniel Appling, rifle. 

June 4. 
J. KE. A. Masters, 6th infantry. 

July 1. 
E. D. Wood, engineer, maj. brevet. 

July 6. 
Reuben Chamberlain, 2d infantry. 
Luther Leonard, light artillery, 
Joshua Hamilton, rifle, 
Ichabod B. Crane, 3d artillery, 
Roger Jones, 3d artillery, 
James H. Boyle, 3d artillery. 
Alexander 8. Brooks, 3d_ artillery, 
Nathan ‘Towson, 2d artillery, 
Samuel B. Archer, 2d artillery, 
William Nicholas, 2d artillery, 
James N. Barker, 2d artillery, 
Stephen R. Proctor, 2d light drag. 
Jacob B. Von, 2d artillery, 
Sanders Donoho, 2d artillery, 
Samuel G. Hopkins, 2d light drag. 
Henry Hall, 2d light dragoons, 
‘Thomas Biddle, jr., 2d artillery, 
Thomas P. Moore, 12th infantry, 
Henry Grindage, 14th infantry, 
John W. Gookin, 3d artillery, 
Richard Pollard, 20th infantry, 
Zachariah Rossell, 15th infantry, 
George Cloud, 10th infantry, 
Joseph Philips, 2d artillery, 
Thomas M. Nelson, 10th infantry, 
Andrew H. Holmes, 24th infantry, 
John Sproull, 13th infantry, 
Josiah H. Vose, 21st infantry, 
William Bradford, 17th infantry, 





Peter Mills, 23d infantry, 


James Gibson, 12th infantry, 
William Van Deursen, 3d artillery. 
Samuel D. Harris, 2d light dragoons, 
John A. Burd, 2d light dragoons, 
Abraham Edwards, 19th inlantry, 
Joseph Selden, 2d light dragoons, 
Turner Crooker, 9th infantry, 
John G. Blount, 18th infantry, 
Charles Quiray, 17th infantry, 

Jas. I. B. Romayne, 3d artillery, 
George G. Steele, 16th infantry, 
Hugh R. Martin, 13th infantry, 
David E. Twiggs, 8th infantry, 
Richard Hightower, 17th infantry. 
Charles W. Hunter, 15th infantry, 
Sampson 8. King, 22d infantry, 
George Howard, 25th infantry, 
John W. Weeks, 11th infantry, 
George Butler, 18th infantry, 

Dk. Van Veghten, 23d infantry, 
Charles E. ‘Tobey, 21st infantry, 
Thomas Montgomery, [th infantry, 
James Paxton, 12th infantry, 

Har, H. Hickman, 19th infantry, 
Hor. H. Watson, 3d artillery, 
Joseph Treat, 21st infantry, 
Alexander Gray, 24th infantry, 
Robert Cunningham, 8th infantry, 
Philip Brittain, 10th infantry, 
Mordecai Myers, 13th infantry, 
John Ritchie, 2d artillery, 

Hodijah Meade, 20th intantry, 
Ebenezer B. Morse, 3d artillery, 
Jonas Holland, 2d light dragoons, 


Thomas Sangster, .12th infantry, 


Ar. C. Randolph, 12th infantry, 
John Goodall, 2d artillery, 

Jacob Carmack, 22d infantry, 
Myndert M. Dox, 13th infantry, 
William Chisholm, 8th infantry, 
Charles Proctor, 21st infantry, 
William 8. Jett, jr., 20th infantry, 
Wilson Elliott, 19th infantry, 
James M’Keon, Sd artillery, 
White Youngs, 15th infantry, 
William M?llvain, 14th infantry, 
John A. ‘Thornton, 20th infantry, 
Rufus M’Intire, 3d artillery, 


, David Holt, 17th infantry, 


John A. Rodgers, 24th infantry, 
John Butler, 2d light dragoons, 
ohn Pentland, 22d infantry, 
Felix W. Warley, 8th infantry, 
Robert Mitchell, 10th infantry, 
Jesse Robinson, 2d artillery. 
William Taylor, 18th infantry, 
Alexander M’Ewen, 16th infantry, 
James Herron, 19th infantry, 


| Robert M. Gill, 2d artillery, 


William Jones, 8th infantry, 
William O. Allen, 24th infantry, 
John Macrae, jr., 20th infantry, 
Philemon Hawkins, 2d artillery, 
Kdward King, 18th infantry, 

H. H. Van Dalsem, 15th infantry, 
W. D. Lawrence, 13th infantry, 
Emanuel I. Leigh, 10th infantry. 
Jeremiah Chapman, 21st infantry, 


' Daniel Cushing, 2d artillery, 


James Hunter, i7th infantry, 


| James Charlton, 12th infantry, 


John Foster, 22d infantry, 
Benjamin S. Ogden, 3:1 artillery, 
James F. M’Elroy, 16th infantry. 
Robert Desha, 24th infantry, 

John T. Chunn, 19th infantry, 
Byrd C. Willis, 20th infantry, 
Stanton Sholes, 2d artillery, 

Henry P. ‘Taylor, 18th infantry, 
William J. Adair, 17th infantry, 
Mark Harden, 10th infantry, 
George W. Russell, 2d artillery, 
Charies Page, 12th infantry, 
Andrew L. Madison, 12th infantry, 
Joseph Bryant, 10th infantry, 
Benjamin S. Egerton, 11th infantry, 
Thomas W. Farrar, 8th infantry, 


Spotswood Henry, 2d artillery, 
Samuel Gordon, 11th infantry, 
Hugh Moore, 19th infantry, 
Frederick Evans, 2d artillery, 
Benjamin Ropes, 21st infantry. 
Peter Bradley, 25th infantry, 
James H. Campbell, 24th infantry, 
William M’Queen, 8th infantry, 
Josiah Woods, 10th infantry, 
Samuel Bradford, 21st infantry, 
Joseph Clay, 10th infantry, 
Asahel Nearing, 19th infantry, 
Owen Clinton, 18th infantry, 
James Duncan, 17th infantry, 
Silas Amberson, 22d infantry, 
Matthew I. Keith, 8th infantry, 
Thomas |. Robeson, 18th infantry, 
Jesse Copeland, 10th infantry, 
| Charles Crawford, 8th infantry, 
| David Scott, 23d infantry, 
| Henry Fleming, 14th infantry, 
Ken. M’Kenzie, 1th infantry, 
Thomas Delano, 23d infantry, 
Abraham F. Hull, 9th infantry, 
July 31. 
J. G. Totten, eng. major brevet. 
August. 
Thomas A. Patterson, rifle, 
Benjamin Branch, light artillery, 








George W. Melvin, light artillery, 
Ambrose Whitlock, Ist infantry. 
September. 
| Charles Larrabee, 4th infantry, 
Samuel Babcock, engineer, 
‘Jonathan Brooks, 3d artillery, 
H. G. Armstrong, 23d infantry, 
| Lizur B. Canfield, 23d infantry, 
William Davenport, 16th infantry, 
‘Joseph L. Barton, 15th infantry. 
| October. 
Henry Philips, 6th infantry. 
November. 
| Thomas Ramsey, rifleman. 
December. 


| W. M. Littlejohn, Ist light dragoons, 
| William Whistler, Ist infantry. 
January, 1813. 
Stephen Collins, 3d artillery, 
John C, Symmes, Ist infantry, 
Simeon Knight, Ist infantry, 
Alpha Kingsley, Ist infantry, 
Hezekiah Johnson, ist infantry, 
John T. Pemberton, 2d infantry, 
Ebenezer Way, 4th infantry, 
George Haig, Ist light dragoons, 
William Smith, rifleman, | 
Archibald W. ‘Thornton, light art. 
February. 
Thomas Murray, Ist artillery. 
March. 
William Gates, Ist artillery, 
Alexander J. Williams, 2d artillery, 
John Machesney, 16th infantry, 
| James Hamilton, 18th infantry, 
David Cummings, Mth infantry, 
A. C. W. Fanning, 3d artillery, 
John M. O°Conner, 3d artillery, 
George H. Richards, 3d artillery, 
Kdmund Foster, 9th infantry, 
Jeremiah D. Hayden, 15th infantry, 
William S. Foster, 11th infantry, 
Joseph Kinney, 25th infantry, 
Sullivan Burbank, 21st infantry, 
J. Anderson, 19th inf., major staff, 
Caleb H. Holder, 17th infantry, 
Thomas Post, 12th infantry. 
David Gwynne, 19th infantry. 





pril. 

Stephen W. Kearney, 13th infantry, 
Samuel Haring, 13th infantry, 
Wm. A. Shelton. 20th infantry, 
Thomas B. Randolph, 20th intantry, 
Narcissus Broutin, 7th infantry, 
Isaac Roach, jr., 23d infantry, 
David Espy, 22d infantry, 
Jared Ingersoll, jr., 9th infantry, 

| Thomas M. Read, 25th infantry, 
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| Samuel M. Dewey, 3d artillery, 
John M. Davis, 2d infantry. 

June. 

| L. Hukill, Ist light drag. maj. staff, 

| Samuel Maclay, Ist artillery, 

| Simon D. Wattles, 23d infantry, 

| Azariah W. Odell, 23d infantry. 


CAPTAINS—Continued. 


April. 


Miles Greenwood, 16th infantry, 
Charles Gee, 20th infantry, 

Bernard Peyton, 20th infantry, 
Benjamin W. Sanders, 17th infantry, 
John B. Murdoch, 25th infantry, 
Joseph Henderson, 22d infantry, 
Mar. L. Hawkins, 17th infantry, 
John Baldy, 16th infantry, 

William S. Henshaw, 5th infantry. 


Henry Dyer, 25th infantry, 
Thomas Lawrence, 22d infantry. 
| Leroy Opie, 5th infantry, 
Willis Foulke, 22d infantry, 
| T. M. Randolph, jr., 2d artillery, 
Robert G. Hite, 12th infantry, 
May. | Montgomery, G. Waage, 18th inf. 
Julius F. Heileman, Ist artillery, | Frank Hampton, 24th infantry, 
William F. Ware, 2d infantry, Ephraim F. Gilbert, 23d infantry, 
John Gansevoort, Ist artillery, Richard Baen, 11th infantry, 
David 8S. ‘Townsend, 9th infantry. Morrell Marston, 21st infantry, 
Thomas Karney, 14th infantry, Reuben Gilder, 14th infantry, 
Minor Sturgus, 24th infantry, Minor Robins, 25th infantry, 
Aaron Sutphen, 15th infantry, Val. R. Goodrich, 11th infantry, 
Abraham Per Lee, 15th infantry, James F. Norris, 9th infantry. 
John K. Paige, 13th infantry, July. 
William B. Adams, 13th infantry, | Jonathan Eastman, 21st infantry. 
George Bender, jr., 9th infantry, | Jackson Durant, 4th infantry. 
John Bliss, 11th mfantry, | August. 





Hopley Yeaton, Ist artillery, Elijah Boardman, Ist light dragoons, 
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William R. Davis, 3d infantry, 


Samuel W. Butler, 3d infantry, 
Richard H. Bell, 5th infantry, 
John L. Eastman, 4th infantry, 
Jacob D. Howell, 15th infantry, 
Charles J. Nourse, 2d light dragoons, 
Sylvester Churchill, 3d artillery, 
Benjamin Natson, 25th infantry, 

J. D. Coon, 16th infantry, 

William O. Winston, 24th infantry, 
Hughes Watson, 8th infantry, 
John Campbell, 13th infantry, 
Jonathan W. Aitkin, 16th infantry, 
George W. Jackson, 19th infantry, 
John A. Thomas, 25th infantry, 
George M’Glassin, 15th infantry, 
Walter Wilkinson, 24th infantry, 
Horace Hall, 11th infantry, 
Benjamin Sneed, 11th infantry, 
Joseph Marshall, 14th infantry, 
Thomas Harrison, 9th infantry, 

F. D. Cummins, 16th infantry, 

F. Conkling, 4th infantry, 

Daniel Ketchum, 25th infantry, 
Benjamin R. Pierce, 3d artillery. 





The following fourteen regiments are raised for one year. 








TWENTY-SIXTH INFANTRY. 





Names and Rank. Staff appointments 


and Brevets. 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments 
and Brevets. 








Lieutenant Colonel. John Brown, jr... May 20, 1813. 
T. B. Van Horn, April 9, 1813. Clarkson Price, ditto, it 
Jacob C. Leslie, ditto, ni 
Majors. Robert Stockton, ditto, % 
Joseph Jenkinson, Feb. 19, 1813. Joseph M’Lean, ditto, ve 
W.A. Trimble, March 18, 1813. Collin M’Cloud, ditto, “* 
Geo. S. Bryan, Junel, “ 
Captains. 
W.H. Puthuff’ May 20, 1813. Third Lieutenants. 
J. Lockhart. ditto, “ Robert Nevill, May 20, 1813. 
John Lucas, ditto, “ James Abbott, ditto, ‘* 
S. Swearingen, ditto, °° J. Swearingen, ditto, * 
George Kisling, ditto, “ John Goode, ditto, ‘ 
John Moore, ditto, ” John C. Avery. ditto, “ 
Christopher Wood, ditto. on John Hall, ditto, " 
Joel Collins, ditto, - J. G. Talbott, ditto, 66 
R. C. Talbott, ditto. ” John Elvain, ditto, te 
W. M’Donald, jr. Junel, “* 
First ‘eT John Meldrum, Aug, 7, 1813. 
William Baird, May 20, 1813. ‘ 
George Will, ditto, “* Charles Ci a 20. 1813 
C.A. Trimble, ditto,“ aa! lr 
Charles A. Norton, ditto, ~ Aid to Brigadier “Abii | Toh, : litte. a 
Wm. M’Donald, ditto, ™ Gen. Cass. R a — i -~ ‘“ 
D. M’Farland, ditto, 6 overt Young, aitto, “ 
A. Delerae ditto. “ Robert Smith, ditto, 
R. Anderson ditto “ William Watson, ditto, : 
B. Maltbrie. Aug.7. * William Catrige, ditto, “ 
oa ’ “mg. 4, Leonard Cole, Aug. 7, “ 
Thomas Shanks, ditto, ‘“ 


Second Lieutenants. 
May 20, 1813. 
ditto, ™ 


William Huston, 
A. Spencer, 








Surgeon’s mates. 
_P. Sperrick, jr., April 26, 1813} 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH AND TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





iH TWENTY-SEVENTH 


INFANTRY. 
























































ts Names and Rank. | Staff appointments | Names and Rank. Staff appointments 
H and Brevets. and Brevets 
vi : 
Colonel. John Eagen, May 20, 1813. 
fl George Paull, June 29, 1813. Samuel Coleman, ditto, - 
John Carroll, ditto, 8 
thy Lieutenant Colonel. Avory Buttles, ditto,  “ 
t Robert Morrison, June 29, 1813. John Miftord, ditto, oe 
i T. C. Shields, ditto, 
Majors. Q. F. Atkins, Aug. 7 * 
. J. R. Munson, March 18, 1813. 
Thomas Rowland, June 29, “* Third Lieutenants. 
Michael Halm, May 20, 1813, 
Captains. A. Bushnel, ditto, “ 
f Henry Northup, May 20, 1813. James Nixon, ditto, “© 
Alexander Hill. ditto, - O. Granger, ditto, sd 
f Joseph Cairns, ditto, = A. Strethers, ditto, ss 
Mi G. Saunderson. ditto, “ A. Patterson, ditto, és 
[ William Gill, ditto, * Philip Houtz. ditto, “ 
‘ John Spencer, ditto, “ John Booten, ditto,  * 
r Absalom Martin, ditto, “ 
} James Applegate, ditto, . _ Ensigns. 
i James A. Harper, ditto, ‘* J. G. Pigman, May 20, 1813. 
f I. Van Horne, jr., ditto, 7 James Shannon, — ditto, “ 
f John H. Simons, ditto, “ 
; First Lieutenants. William Hall, ditto, « 
{ A. P. Pinney, May 20, 1813. N. L. Reeves, ditto, - 
Samuel Shannon, ditto, “ John Williby, ditto, “ 
i: W. Warner, ditto, « John Patterson, ditto, “ 
5 Elias Gilman, ditto, se Paymaster. N. M’Fadden, ditto, “s 
Abraham Shane. ditto, “ Thomas Riddle, ditto, o 
N. Gregory, ditto, = J.J. Tullass, Aug. 7, ** 
E. Benedict, ditto, “ 
Charles L. Cass, ditto, - Surgeon. | 
Samuel Drennan, ditto, John Hamm, April 16, 1813, | 
’ Second Lieutenants. - oa ; 
Jamas Blair, May 20, 1813. Surgeon’s Mates. 
ij J. Collins, ditto, - Ed. B. Jackson, April 28, 1813. | 
TWENTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY. 
i | 
Colonel. David G. Cowan, May 20, 1813. 
T. Deye Owings, March 11, 1813. James F. Moore, ditto, ” 
W.D. Hayden, = ditto, - 
Lieutenant Colonel. | John C. Kouns, ditto, -" 
Anthony Butler, March 11, 1813. | William Henry, ditto, “ 
W. Greenup, ditto, “ 
Majors. William Stewart, ditto, * 
William Trig, March 11, 1813. | Richard Price, June 30, ™ | 
James Smiley, ditto, “| John 'Trumbs, ditto, “| 
Captains. Third Lieutenants. | 
Benjamin Moseby, May 20, 1813. | | 
George Stockton, ditto, = 7 J. G. Reynolds, May 20, 1813. | 
Henry C. Gist, ditto, - | J. Heddleston, ditto, oT 
John Lowrey, ditto, “ | Thomas Griffith, ditto, ~~ 
J. Megowan, ditto, ” Joseph Taylor, ditto, * | 
N. H. Moore, ditto, “ John Wyatt, ditto, eo | 
Henry Daniel, ditto,  * Robert Clark, ditto, = * | 
Jep. Dudley, ditto, vat Daniel Conner, ditto, ms 
T. L. Butler, June 30, “ Jonas Jordan, ditto, “ 
James Howerton, ditto, -~ F 
First Lieutenants. C. Harrison, June 30, * 
Joseph Clark, May 20, 1813. | 
Joseph C. Bell, ditto, “ Ensigns. 
David M’Nair, ditto, “ 
Hugh Innis, __ ditto, = ** Ch. L. Harrison, May 20, 1813. | 
Matthew H. Jouitt, ditto, = Paymaster. John B. Clark, ditto, * 
James Hickman, ditto, “ John M’Nair, ditto, “ 
y Robert Stockton, ditto, * Peter Davis, ditto, sa 
John Mason, ditto. “ W. P.S. Blair, ditto, © | 
Thomas Edmonson, ditto, ‘“ Joseph Dawson, ditto, ° | 
Reasin H. Gist, June 30, “ Ww. N. Bryan, ditto, ~ 7 
. O. W. Crockett, June 30, “* | 
Second Lieutenants. Jonas Roads, ditto, - 
Charles Larned, May 20, 1813. Daniel Brown, ditto, = | 
4 
a 
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TWENTY-NINTH AND THIRTIETH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





TWENTY-NINTH INFANTRY. 




















Names and Rank. Staff appointments * Names and Rank. , Staff appointments 
and Brevets. and Brevets. 
Colonel. _ T. Brownson, April 30, 1813. 
M. Smith, April 12, 1813. Daniel Adams, itto, * 
Thomas Dunham, ditto, ‘* 
Lieutenant Colonel. H. Van Antwerp, ditto, “ 
G. D. Young, April 12, 1813. Thomas Sutton, ditto, 
J. Rosecrantz, ditto, « 
Majors. Sylvanus Mott, ditto, ss 
John E. Wool, — April 13, 1813. 
Asa B. Sizer, itto, * Third Lieutenants. 
S. B. Hickcock. April 30, 1813. 
Captains. Alex. M’Knight, ditto, “ 
Chas. G. Jones, March 24, 1813. 8. D. Kellogg, ditto, “ 
F. Y. Waterman, do. 25, “ James Palmer, ditto, - 
P. B. Van Beuren, April 30, 1813. J. I. Wynkoop, ditto, ‘** 
B. Schuyler, ditto, “ John Frasher, ditto, “ 
M. D. Danvers, ditto,  “ Daniel Smith, jr., ditte, 
Elam Lynds, ditto, - J. W. Edwards, ditto, “ 
J.C. Rochester, ditto, “ Alton Nelson, ditto, “ 
James B.Spencer, ditto, “ P. R. Halstead, ditto, 
T. Machin, jr., ditto, “ 
: Ensigns. 
First Lieutenants. Thomas Vail, _— April 30, 1813. 
A. B. Conant, April 30, 1813. S. Newcomb, ditto, “ 
A. Spencer, jr., ditto, “ Thos. Turner, jr., ditto, * 
A. C. Spencer, ditto, “ J. R. Townsend, ditto, “ 
Aaron Ward, ditto, ™ L. H. Mitchell, ditto, = 
H. B. Stebbins, ditto, ” Walter Smith, ditto, “ 
G. Dumbleton, ditto, ‘* John Sing, ditto, “ 
Aaron Walters, ditto, “ John Wynkoop, ditto, “ 
Joel Peebles, ditto, ‘“ J. W. Lansing, Aug.7, “ 
J. B. Stewart, ditto, = Paymaster. 
Teunis Hanson, ditto, “ Surgeon. 
Martin Jennison, July 1, 1813. 
Second Lieutenants. 
B.A. Boynton, April 30, 1813. | Adjutant. Surgeon’s Mate. 
B. A. Barrett, itto, ** R. G. Walmsey, July 1, 1813. 











THIRTIETH INFANTRY. 











; Colonel. A. Bostwick, April 30, 1813, | Quartermaster. 

Elias Fasset, February 23, 1813. Gideon Hawley, itto, 
; Thomas Stephens, ditto, v8 

_ Lieutenant Colonel. Andrew Rublee, ditto, ‘** 
Martin Norton, Feb. 23, 1813. Abel Gibbs, ditto, 
Elisha Smith, ditto, - 

; Majors. James Johnson, _ ditto, “ 
Hains French, Feb. 23, 1813. M.L. Selden, Aug.15, “ 
John Bayley, ditto, “ 

; Third Lieutenants. 
; Captains. _ Benjamin Darby, April 30, 1813. 
S. Wright, — 30, 1813. Benjamin Fasset, ditto, - 
| amy) Ne os = _ Ss se y oem : 
avid Sanford, itto bes 4 e itto 
Peabody Utley, ditto,“ Phelps Smith, ditto,“ 
re — yoy 7 sean ming om. pe 
A. J. Brown ditto turn Strong, itto ’ 
D. Farrington, ditto, = H. Wadams, ditto, ” 
G. Spencer, jr., ditto, - James Smith, ditto, 
> > bran “ Th. Chittenden, Aug. 15, ‘* 
ames Taylor, itto, ° 
Ensigns. 
First Lieutenants. aay ‘omen April 30, 1813. 
ie ' ‘ . Hatheway itto, 
William Barney, ditto, “ J. R. Pettibone, ditto, bs 
William Myrick, ditto)“ B. B. Ceiids, | ditts, 
J.M Voums ° ditte “ Daniel Griswold, ditto, * 
G. W Kendall ditto, - - B. Ferris, ittoe, 
Pg ’ tg Stephen Webb. ditto oes 
Shev. Weeks ditto ‘es tephen Webb, cane? 
Ieraci Smith, ’ ditto, “ Paymaster. T. Matthews, ditto, ‘* 
R. Salsbury ditto, “ 
: Surgeon. 
G. Brownson, Aug.15, “ P. S. Mason, & June 29,  “ 
Second Lieutenants. Surgeon’s Mates 
J. H. Burton, April 30, 1813. | Adjutant. Wm. Paddock, June 29, 1813. 
Stephen Rumsey, ditto, ** W. A. Needham, July 19, “ 
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THIRTY-FIRST AND THIRTY-SECOND REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





THIRTY-FIRST 


INFANTRY. 












































Names and Rank Staff Appointments | Names and Rank. Staff Appointments 
and Brevets. and Brevets. 
Colonel. Simon Brown, — April 30, 1813. 
Daniel Dana, February 23, 1813. Asa Baker, ditto, 
Fifield Lifford, ditto, sa 
Lieutenant Colonel. John Putnam, ditto, “ 
Huckens Storrs, Feb. 23, 1813. John Farwell, ditto, as 
John Hatch, ditto, 
Major. 
M. Ormsbee, Feb. 23, 1813. Third Lieutenants. 
Luther Bugbee. April 30, 1813, | Adjutant. 
Captains. E. Emmons, ditto, 66 
DD. A. A. Buck, April 30, 1813. Eleazer Davis, ditto, “ Quartermasier. 
Asa Aikins, ditto, a John Pratt, jr. ditto, i 
L. Egerton, ditto, ‘“ Jonathan Eddy, ditto, ‘** 
Rufus Stewart, ditto, “ S. Wetherbee, jr. ditto, 
N. Noble, ditto. * John Atwood, ditto, ** 
Ethan Burnap, ditto. “ Jonas Gates, ditto, 
Cyrus Johnson, ditto, =] F. Nickinson, ditto, és 
Joseph Morril, ditto, = | James Adams, ditto, ** 
Silas Dickinson, ditto, “eo | 
Ensigns. 
First Lieutenants. Harvy Gilman, April 30, 1813. 
C. L. Rackwood, April 30, 1813. Jeremiah York, itto, 
Andrew Arnold, ditto, S. M. Perkins, ditto, 6 
J. 8S. Bicknell, ditto. - Asa Peabody, ditto, sas 
Presbury West, ditto, se - Y. Sawyer, ditto, “ 
William Bingham, ditto, “ S. Stephens, jr. ditto, “s Paymaster. 
Levi Powers, ditto, ‘** Isaac sriggs, ditto, 
Enos Walker, ditto, “ J. Greenleaf, ditto, * 
D. C. Bryant, ditto, sad Aaron Matson, ditto, “ 
John Merrill, ditto, “ 
Surgeon. 
Second Lieutenants. Truman Powell, July 19, 1813. 
Levi Cox, April 30, 1813. 
A. W. Brown, ditto, ** Surgeon’s Mate. 
Chas. Livermore, ditto, “ E. Littlefield, July 19, 1813. 
THIRTY-SECOND INFANTRY. 
Colonel. James M’Karaher, May 17, 1813. 
S. E. Fotterall, May 6, 1813. C. B. Hopkins, ditto, “ 
Joseph Baldwin, ditto, “ 
Lieutenant Colonel. William Crosier, ditto, * Paymaster. 


S. B. Davis, 


Majo 
George H. Hunter, 


Captains. 
G. F. Goodman, March 18, 1813. 
William Smith, ditto, a 
Samuel Borden, May 17, * 
Thomas Town, ditto, es 
John Steele, jr. ditto, bad 
J. J. Robinson, ditto, os 


Jonathan B. Smith, ditto, “ 
Horatio Davis, ditto, 6 


First Lieutenants. 
Robert Patterson, April 5, 1813, 
Pr. P. Walter, April 17, * 
Claud. F. LeGrand, ditto, sas 


Richard Bache, ditto, “ 
Maskline Clark, ditto, “ 
R. G. Rawlins, ditto, * 
John Suter, ditto, “ 


Second Lieutenants. 
John Wilson, 


May 6, 1813. 


rT. 
May 6, 1813. 


May 17, 1813. 





Act. dep. qr. m. gen. 
Adjutant. 


Aid to brigadier gen. 
{ Bloomfield. 











A. Bonnaffon, 


Thomas F. Hargis, ditto, “ 


Charles Kean, 


Third Lieutenants. 


De. E. Sweeny, 
A. L. Gamble, 


, H. M’Clelland, 
George Dannaker, ditto, “6 
Thomas M’Elwe, ditto, “ 


George K. Hall, ditto, - 4 
Ensigns. 
John Stewart, May 17, 1813. 
ang SS Wilson, ditto, met 
Hunter, ditto, e 
Michael E. Israel, ditto, = 
Henry Gulick, ditto, * 
James Irvine, ditto, “ 
James M’Ilvaine, ditto, “ 


G. F. H. Crocket, ditto, - 


Surgeon’s Mates. 


Frank. Bache, 
Henry Hall, 


ditto, 6 
ditto, “6 
May 17, 1813. 


ditto, > 
ditto, 66 


May, 17, 1813. 
ditto, = 
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THIRTY-THIRD AND THIRTY-FOURTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 


—_—_- 











Names and Rank, 


THIRTY-THIRD INFANTRY. 


Staff appointments 
and Brevets. 





Names and Rank, 





Colonel. 

Isaac Lane, February 23, 1813. 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

John A. Harper, July 19, 1813. 


Major. 
Daniel Lane, February 23, 1813. 


_ . Captains. 
Benjamin Adams, April 30, 1813, 
‘ 


Benjamin Dunn, do. 30, 

Elias Foss, do. 30, * 
Noah Haley, jr. do. 30. ** 
Francis Drew, do. 30, * 
R. K. Goodenow, do. 30, “ 
Isaac Hodsdon, do. 30, “ 
Charles Lothrop, do. 30, “ 
Th. Dinsmore, do. 30, “ 
James Currey, do. 30, * 


First Lieutenants 
Joel Milliken, April 30, 1813. 
G. Newbegin, do. 30, “* 





Solomon Strout, April 30, 1813. 
Alex. Worster, Hf 30, *¢ 
T. Buckminster, do. 30, * 
James Willey, do. 30, “* 
Mija. M. Lane, do, 30, * 
Wm. Morris, jr. do. 30, * 
S. Woodman, jr. do. 30, “ 


_. Third Lieutenants. 
Nich. Edgecomb, April 30, 1813. 
S. Hopkinson, . a * 
Wn. Cutts, do. 30, “ 
Joseph Bryant, do. 30, 





almer, jr. do. 30, * 
Hanson Hayes, do. 30, * 
John Dunn, do. 30, * 


Rufus K. Lane, do. 30, “ 
Jona. Goodwin, do. 30, 


_ Ensigns. 
James Warren, April 30, 1813. 
James Walker, do. 30, * 
Nathl. Webster, do. 30, “ 
James Banks, do. 30, 


Geo. Dunham, do. 30, “ 





Staff appointments 
and Brevets, 














Josiah Moulton, do. 30, “ 
Steph. Bean, do. 30, “ J. B. Hartford, do. 30, “ 
Jere. Goodwin, do. 30, “ Paymaster. Joseph Snow, do. 30, ** 
Geo. Scammon, do. 30, “ Adjutant. Samuel Powell, do. 30, * 
Ebenezer Seavey, do. 30, “ B. D. Gardner, do. 30, * 
Alex. M’Colley, do. 30, “ William Marr, do. 30, * 
James Weeks, do. 20, “ 
Jos. Morrison, do. 30, “* Surgeon. 
Perl. F. Groves, April 10, 1813. 
Second Lieutenants. 
D. M’Glaughlin, April 30, 1813. Surgeon’s Mates. 
Isaac F. Snow, do. 30, * Quartermaster. Ward Bassett, April 10, 1813. 
Henry Cole, do. 30, ** John P. Briggs, do. 10, “ 
THIRTY-FOURTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel. Wn. Nash, April 30, 1813. 
6é 


J. D. Learned, February 23, 1813. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
Ebene. Smith, February 23, 1813. 
Major. 
T. M. Vinson, February 23, 1813. 


Captains. — 
Robert Douglass, April 30, 1813. 
30, os 


Sherm. Leland, do. 

Robert R. Kendall, do. 30, “ 
Peter Chadwick, do. 30, “ 
Benjamin Poland, do, 30, “ 
Benjamin Bailey, do. 30, ‘* 
William Sweet, do, 30, “ 
Isaac Carter, do. 30, * 
Danl. Crossman, do. 30, “ 
Jos. C. Adams, do. 30, * 


First Lieutenants. 
John Merrill, April 30, 1813, 
Thomas Bailey, do. 30, ** 


Wm. Stevens, do. 30, “ 
John Lee, * do, 30, “ 
Jeremiah Edes do, 30, * 


Ewd. Barneville, do. 30, °° 


Elihu Norton, do, 30, “ 
Thos. Clark, do, 30, * 
Ben. Woodman, do. 30, ‘* 
Nathl. Gookin, May 16, “ 


Second Lieutenants. 
N. 8. Benton, April 30, 1813. 
W. A. Springer, ae. 30, “ 
Joseph Sumner, do. 30, “ 


Paymaster. 
Quartermaster. 


* Adjutant. 





Jotham Forbes, 


Nathl. Wilson, 
David Sherman, do. 30, “ 
Wm. Nevers, do. 30, * 
S. Dearborn, do. 30, * 
Timothy Bacon, do. 30, * 
Calvin Crocker, do. 30, * 


_ _ Third Lieutenants. 
Otis Robbins, —_ April 30, 1813, 
Royal D. Simons, do. 30, * 


do. 30, 


Thos. Johnson, do. 30, * 
Robert Gibson, do. 30, “ 
Moses Clough, do. 30, “ 
Jos. M’Clure, do. 30, * 
Edward Springer, do. 30, “ 
Isaac Townsend, do. 30, ** 


6é 


Supply B. Gookin, July 1 
Flavil Sabin, Auauat 15, “ 


Ensigns. 
Henry Taylor, April 30, 1813. 
Elias Morse, ao 02 
Oliver Blake, do. 30, * 
Steph. Morrell, do. 30, *¢ 


John Nash, da' 30, “ 

D. Farnsworth, do. 30, “ 

Josiah Parlin, do, 30, 

, Thomas, do. 30, “ 

Cotton Ward, July 1, * 
Surgeon. 


April 30, 1813. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 
Charles Loring, May 20, 1813. 
Thad. Hubbard, do. 20, * 
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THIRTY-FIFTH AND THIRTY-SIXTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





(1813. 











THIRTY-FIFTH INFANTRY. 








= 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments 
and Brevets. 


| 


Names and Rank. 





Staff appointments 
and Brevets. 





Colonel. 
Jos. Goodwyn, March 3, 1813. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
Robert Pegram, March 3, 1813. 


_ Majors. 
Aug. C. Smith, March 3, 1813. 
A. 1. M’Connico, do. 22, “ 


Captains. 
Dan). C. Butts, March 31, 1813. 
Sam!. M‘Guire, do. 31, “ 
M. Taliaferro, do. 31, “ 
John Thorp, do. 31, “ 
B. Hardaway, do. 31, “ 
Benj. B. Jones, do. 31, “ 
F. E. Walker, do. 31, “ 
W. T. Cocke, do, 31, “ 
Isaac T. Preston, do. 31, 


First Lieutenants. 

John W. Stith, March 31, 1813. 
Christn. Miller, eo 3, “ 

James Belches, do. 31, 
Th. J. Parker, do. 31, “ 
Francis H. Hooe, do. 31, “ 
John G. Crump, do. 31, “ 
Blair Bolling, do. 31, ** 
Edw. L. Pegram, do. 31, * 
John Garland, do. 31, “ 


Second Lieutenants. 
L. Dangerfield, March 31, 


“ec 











Wn. Rivers, 
Henry Cook, do. 31, “ 
Wm. Loyall, do. 31, * 
S.C. Williams, do. 31, “ 
James Minor, do. 31, * 
David B. Stith, do. 31, * 
John B. Hall, do. 31, “ 
Robert Eskridge, do. 31, “ 


Third Lieutenants. 


Charles R. Rose, March 31, 1813. 


David Shelton, do. 31, “* 
Chas. Hutchings, do. 31, “ 
Edwin Jones, do. 31, * 
Thomas K. Ball, do. 31, “ 
William Dunn, do. 31, “ 
F. D.Charlton, do. 31, “ 
R. Crockwell, do. 31, “* 
Winfield Jones, do. 31, * 


' —_ 
Samuel Kirby, March 31, 1813. 
John Thompson, do. 31, “ 
R. W. Scott, do. 31, * 
P. R. Burwell, do. 31, “ 
John Huson, do. 31, * 
Robert R. Conrad, do. 31, * 
Lawr. M. Gale, do. 31, “ 


: Surgeon. 
Wright Tucker, July 19, 1813. 


Surgeon’s Mate. 


W. W. Southall, July 20, 1813. 


March 31, 1813. 





Paymaster. 





THIRTY-SIXTH INFANTRY. 





Colonel. 
Henry Carbery, March 22, 1813. 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
William Scott, March 25, 1813. 


Majors. 
Alex. Stuart, § March 25, 1813. 
Henry Lee, jr. April 8, * 


Captains. — 
Joseph Hook, April 30, 1813. 


Henry C. Neale, do. 30, ‘ 

Jos. S. Nelson, do. 30, ** 
C.C. Randolph, do. 30, “ 
Thos. Carbery, do. 30, * 
Samuel Rasin, do. 30, ‘* 
J. J. Merrick, do. 30, “ 
Mort. D. Hall, do. 30, “ 
H. W.Deneale, do. 30, “ 
Thos. Corcoran, do. 30, “ 


First Lieutenants. 
Wm. C. Hobbs, April 30, 1813. 


James Neale, do. 30, 
John Ricaud, do. 30, “ 
James Ord do. 30, “ 


Francis J. Neale, do. 30, “ 
John Chauncey, do. 30, “ 
Wm. N. Earle, August 15, “ 


Second Lieutenants. 
Jas. H. Ballard, April 30, 1813. 





Paymaster. 


Quartermaster. 


Adjutant. 





Wm. L. Rogers, April 30, 1813. 
oe 


Richd. K. 
Clement Sewell, do. 
Charles Queen, do. 
W. Hindman, jr. Aug. 15, 
Wm. Merrick, do. 15, * 
Wm. A. Rind, do. 15, “ 


Third Lieutenants. 
George Slye, 
Wright Hall, do. 30, 
Henry Redman, do. 30, ‘** 
F. J. Wheeler, do. 30, * 
J. M. Burgess, do. 30, * 
Philip Fisher, August 15, “ 
John Clark, 0. 15, 
Edward Scott, do. 15, “ 


atts, do. 30, 
30, 
30, “ 


“ee 


Ensigns. 


Julius Germane, April 30, 1813. 
it) 


Edwd. Hopkins, do. 30, 
Richd. H. Lee, do. 30, 
W.T.S. Beall, do. 30, “ 
Wm. Gallop, do. 30, “ 
Geo. Johnson, do. 30, ** 
John Mansfield, do. 30, “ 


ec 


Surgeon. 
Thos. P. Hall, July 10, 1813. 


Surgeon’s Mate. 
John H. Beall, 


April 30, 1813. 
6e 


July 31, 1813. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH AND THIRTY-EIGHTH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 
THIRTY-SEVENTH INFANTRY. 
Names and Rank. Staff appointments Names and Rank. Staff appointments 
and Brevets. and Brevets. 
Colonel. Daniel Bicknell, April 30, 1813. 
, Eldad Ruggles, do. 30, 
Lieutenant Colonel. Jas. L. Raynolds, do. 30, * 
A. Benjamin, March 11, 1813. Eli Bradley, do. 30, “ 
David Tracey, do. 30, “ 
Majors. W. Wakeman, do. 30, “ 
Roswell Lee, March 3, 1813. Nathan Clark, May 19, .. 
Sam]. Hoadley, do. 11, * 
Third Lieutenants. 
Captains. Samuel Keeler, April 30, 1813. 
Elizur Warner, yo. 30, 1813. Ralph Steel, do. 30, “= 
Christ. Ripley 30, Thomas Weller, do. 30, es 
Chauncey Ives, > 30, = J.R. Warren, do. 30, “ 
S. B. Northrop, do. 30, = G. H."Parmele, do. 30, “ 
a Sweet, do. 30, - Saml. Robinson, do. 30, * 
= | T. Ferry, do. 30, “ Andw. Andrews,do. 30, * 
D Water wy a. a * Irad Storrs, do. 30, bad 
Si — -~ — 30, a John Phelps, jr. June3, “ 
ickinson o. 30, 
Guy Gaylord, ' May 31, “ Ensigns. 
iret Li —_ ts gia , 30, 1813. 
rst Lieutenants. ren Hatch : 
John Brown, April 30, 1813. Lyman Mallory, do. 30, -” 
H. W. iw do. 30, “ Adjutant. enry Lord, do. 30, bd 
David C. Wels do. 30, * Paymaster. Thomas Hewit, do. 30, * 


William Morgan, do. 30, * 
Stephen Drummer, do. 30, ‘* 
Elipha. Ripley, do. 30, ‘* 
Demas Deming do. 30, ‘* 
Chaun. Hosford, do. 30, “ 
David Gibbs, do. 30, * 
Solomon Dewy, May 31, “ 


Second Lieutenants. 
Henry Starr, 


April 30, 1813. 











John Foote. do. 30, * 


Wm. Kello, do. 30, « 

Ebenezer Fis June 3, ss 

Jas. Smith, j jr. do. 22, “ 
Surgeon. 

Elijah Butts, May 20, 1813. 


Surgeon’s Mate. 


Asahel Hall, September 19, 1813. 








THIRTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY. 





Colonel. 
Peter Little, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
William Steuart, 


Majors. 


Leonard Frailey, May 19, 1813. 


George Keyser, do. 19, “ 
Captains. 
James H. Hook, 
James Haslett, do. 
Isaac Aldridge, do. 20, “ 
John Rothrock, do. 20, * 
John Brookes, do. 20, “ 
John Buck, do. 20, “ 
A. Miltenberger, do. 20, “ 
Henry O'Neal, do. 20, “ 
Ch. tansbury, do. 20, “ 
S. C. Leakin, do. 20, “ 


First Lieutenants. 


John mM May 20, 1813. 
James Smith do. 20, * 
William Ford, do. 20, “ 
Henry S. Geyer, do. 20, ‘* 


G. S.  Richelberger, do. 20, ** 
Wm. R. Gwinn, do. 20, “ 
William Hall, do. 20, “ 
Joshua Medtart, August 15, “* 


Second Lieutenants. 
James Holmes, 


May 19, 1813. 


May 19, 1813. 


May 20, 1813. 
20, 


May 20, 1813. 


Adjutant. 


a. 
aymaster. 











B. B. Sweeting, 
Jerem. Green, do. 20 
J. M. Barrett, do. 


9 


William Jones, do. 20, * 

Jas. S. Griffin, do. 20, * 

Geo. Fletcher, do. 20, “ 

John Sticher, do. 20, * 

Wm. H. Bates, Aug. 15, * 

Third Lieutenants. 

D. W. Duncan, May 20, 1813. 

6é 


Peter Keyser, do. 20, 


— Barkley, do. 20, “ 

Wm. Harwood, do. 20, “ 
Hynson Crabbin, do. 20, “ 
F. W. Hoffman, do. 20, “ 


Henry Huber do. 20, « 
Benj. P. Head, August 15, 6 


Geo. W. Lee, do. 15, 6 
Ensi 

Cassa. wathnm o May 20, 1813. 

John Savery, do. 20, 66 


Rich. M. Sands, do. 
Wm. Camp, jr. do. 


20, 66 
20, e 


John B. Martin, do. 20, ” 
John Spicknall, do. 20, “ 
W.H. Addison, do. 20, “ 


Surgeon. 
Tobias Watkins, May 20, 1813. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 


May 20, 1813. 
6 
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THIRTY-NINTH AND FORTIETH REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





THIRTY-NINTH INFANTRY. 


, 











Names and Rank. Staff appointments Names and Rank. | Staff appointments 
and Brevets. and Brevets. 
Colonel. Second Lieutenants. 
John Williams, June 18, 1813. B. M. Patterson, July 29, 1813, 
M. C. Molton, do. 29, 
Lieutenant Colonel. James Leith, do. 29, “ 
Th. H. Benton, June 18, 1813. Ashlay Stanfield, do. 29, “ 
Jesse C. Tate, do. 29, * 
Majors. Jos. R. Henderson, do. 29, 
L. P. Mentauner, July 29, 1813. Guy Smith, do. 29, * 
Wnm. Peacock, do. 29, “ David M‘Millen, do. 29, “ 
Captains. Third Lieutenants. 
John Phagan, July 29, 1813. Jos. 8S. Jackson, July 29, 1813. 
Wm. Walker, do. 29, - Ellis’ Thomas, do. 29, . 
Benj. + nolds, do. 29, “ ; og uncan, do. 29, 66 
George Hallam, do. 29, “ V.M’Clellan, do. 29, o 
John B. Long, do. 29, ** os Pangle, do. 29, * 
A. H. Douglass, do. 29, ** Simpson Payne, do. 29, * 
Hen. Henniger, do. 29, “ J. M. Armstrong, do. 29, - 
John Jones, do. 29, * Rand. Quarles, do. 29° a6 
James Davis, do. 29, ** 
Thos. Stuart, do. 29, “ Ensigns. 
Saml. Houston, July 29, 1813. 
First Lieutenants. T.C. Hindman, do. 29, sa 
Willie Martin, 7-7 29, 1813, Joel Parrish, do. 29, * 
James Gray, a * Andrew Greer, do. 29, * 
Rbt. M. Somerville, y= . * Jacob K. Snap, do. 29, * 
Benj. Wright, do. 29, * John M’Henry, do. 29, * 
D. Lauderdale, do. 29, “ Thomas Easten, do. 29, “ 
James Sharp, do. 29, * J. H. Anderson, do. 29 “ 
Samuel Wilson, do. 29, “ 
Jas. M’Donald, do. 29, “ Surgeon. 
Nath. Smith, do. 29, ** 
Joel Denton, do. 29, * Surgeon’s Mate. 
John H. Read, July 2, 1813. 














The following five regiments are authorized by the act of the 5th July, 1813, to serve during the war. 
FORTIETH INFANTRY. ‘ 











Colonel. H Orne Bowden, Sept. 1, 1813. 
Joseph Loring, jr. July 31, 1813. Joseph M‘Comb, dol, “* 
| Sam. Hodges, jr. do 1, “ 
Lieutenant Colonel. 
John Breck, July 19, 1813. Second Lieutenants. 
James Harris, Sept. 1, 1813. 
Majors. Samuel C. Pope, do. ee 
Perley Putnam, July 19, 1813. | John Spalter, X * 
Hen. C. Brown, do. 19, | Elias Goodspeed, > ., © 
| R. H. Blanchard, de. 1,“ 
Captains. 
J. B. Varnum, July 19, 1813. Third Lieutenants. 
Seth W. Nye, do. 19, ** John Parrott, July 29, 1813. 
James Perry, do. 29, - Saml. H. Russell, Sept. 1, és 
Leonard Ross, August 1, - Enoch Manning, oi, * 
M. N. Sandborn, » & * Andrew Lewis, do. 1, ** a 
Robert Neale, jr. do. 1, * Moses Aldrich, do. 1, * 
John Leonard, do. 6, * 
John ee ” September . * Ensigns. 
Elisha Field, do. 1, “ Jas. Perry, jr. July ™ 1813. 
John Fillebrown, do. 1, “ Nich. B. Proctor, Sept. « 
Perez Alexander, do. ’ 66 


First Lieutenants. Isaac Carpenter, ai, * 
Robert Carter, July 29, 1813, 
Danl. P. Brown, August1, “ 
Charles Durant, Sept.1, “ 


Surgeon. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 
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FORTY-FIRST AND FORTY-SECOND REGIMENTS INFANTRY. 





FORTY-FIRST INFANTRY. 

















Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments 
and Brevets. 


| 


Names and Rank. | 


Staff appointments 
and Brevets. 





Colonel. 
Robert Bogardus, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 


J. W. Livingston, July 29, 1813. 


Majors. 
Darby Noon, 
James D. Wallace, do. 1. 


Captains. 


Gilbert Seaman, August 1, 1813, 


Alex. Hamilton, do. 1. 


Alpheus Sherman, do. 1, “* 
Saml. B. Romaine, do. 1, “ 
Samuel Berrian, oa & * Ensigns. 
James Campbell, do. 1, “ George West, August 6, 1813. 
Wm. S. Radcliff, do. 3, : Jeremiah Smith,  * ; 30, on 
Chs. Humphrey, do. 7, John Webb, jr. 0. 30, 
John B. Scott, Sept. 30, “ Lawrence Rigail, do. 30, ‘ 
Francis Allyn, o. 30, “ Wn. Hammet, do. 30, “ 

First Lieutenant he Cone om 

rst Lieutenants. sher Corles 0. 
Thomas Barker, —"; 1813. George Maxwell, do. 30, . 
e 

tg kn an > ; = John C. Hart, do. 30, 
James M’Cullen, do. 7, “ _ Surgeon. 
te a . do. 9, H John Neilson, Sept. 30, 1813. 
ohn L. Clar Sept. 30, ‘°‘ 
J. L. Bogardus, >. 30, “3 Surgeon’s Mate. 


J.M.Schermerhorn, do. 30, ‘* 


July 29, 1813. 


"i ust 1, 1813. 











Second Lieutenants. 
Jud. Hammond, Sept. 30, 1813. 
T. E. Beekman, 0. 30, 
Alex. Clinton, do. 30, os 
Daniel Wishart, do. 30, ” 
William Seaman, do. 30, “ 
John Tabalee, do. 30, *“ 
Geo. Hamilton, do. 30, “ 
John H. Sims, do. 30, ** 
Henry Brown, do. 30, ** 
Luther Hand, do. 30, * 


Third Lieutenant. 


Sol. Sutherland, August 1, 1813. 


Fayette Cooper, Sept. 30, 


1813. 
Henry White, do. 30, ad 








FORTY-SECOND INFANTRY. 








Colonel. James Laken, sar gg 3, 1813. 
Wm. N. Irvine, August 4, 1813. Thos. Traquir, » «4 * 
Lieutenant Colonel. Second Lieutenants, 
James G. Forbes, August 1, 1813. Robert Shaw, jr. Aug. 1, 1813. 
yo all, do. 1, “ 
Major. P. Mendenhall, do 4, * 
Tunis Riker, August 1, 1813, Howerton Cross, do. 7, * 
Alex. Trotter, Sept. 9, * 
Captains. 
Thos. Stockton, Sept. 20, 1813. Third Lieutenants. 
Geo. W. Barker, Jan. 10, “ J. B. Welhenson, Aug. 1, 1813. 
E. 8. Mendenhall, Aug. 1, ‘* Daniel Saint, do. 3, sai 
Wn. G. Oliver, do. ; > Fredk. Lazarus, Sept. 25, 66 
Thos. Hanson, -_~ & * Martin Grant, 0. 25, ** 
Edm. B. Duvall, do. 4, * J. Armstrong, do. 30, “ 
John Junkin, do. 7. sa 
Armstrong Irvine, Oct. 1, “ Surgeon. 
John Biddle, oe i, * 
Surgeon’s Mate. 
First Lieutenants. Jas. M. Kelly, August 1, 1813. 
Josiah S. Carty, August 3, 1813. 
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[1813. 





FORTY-THIRD AND FORTY-FOURTH INFANTRY. 











FORTY-THIRD INFANTRY. 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 


Brevets. 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 
Brevets. 





Colonel. 
Nicholas Long, 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
L. Clinch, August 4, 


Majors. 
James Campbell, 
Thomas D. King, do. 4, 


Dunc. 


Captains. 
John J. a Aug. 1, 1813. 
Theo. L. Gurdin, do. 1, “ 
G. H. Manigault, om 4, “ 
Joel E. Grace, do. 1, * 
Edw. F. Tattnall, do. 4, “ 
Thomas Hyde, do 4, * 
Henry Garrett, do. 4, “ 
Robert Love, jr. do 4, “ 
George Dabney, do. 4, © 
First Lieutenants, 
Abner H. Hicks, August 1, 1813. 


Samuel A. Taylor, do. 1, 


W. Edmondson, do. 1, 

Saml. Farrow, jr. do. 1, “ 
Charles Cantey do. 3, “ 
John Smallwood, do. 4, “ 
James Smith, do. 4, * 
George R. Gilman, do. & « 
Wm. W. Holt. oe & * 


August 4, 1813. 
1813. 


August 1, 1813. 
os 


Aid to Brigadier 
Gen. 





Robert Stark, 
Joshua Irby, 


W. Timberlake, 
Edward Hare, 
John M. Neel, 


Archd. Bigby 
James ‘Moss P 


John Vereen, 





Second Lieutenants. 
August 1, 1813. 


Robert H. Briggs, do. 1, ** 


0. 1, 
do. 4, ** 
do. 4, “ 


do. 4, “ 


Robert L. Coombs, do. 4, “ 


do. 4, * 
do. 4, * 


R. Campbell, jr. Oct. 16, “ 


Third Lieutenants. 
William Miles, August 1, 1813. 


Izard. Marshall Ayres, do. 1, 
sang Battle, do. 4, * 
Wm. H. Norman, do. 4, * 
Wm. Welsh, do. 4, “ 
Elisha Gates, do. 4, * 
Levin V. Greer, do. 4, “ 
Ensign 
Jas. B. Moore, 


Daniel Wall, a, * 
John H. Lawson, > 4, © 
Joseph Oliver, do. 4, * 
Lar. L. Baldwin, do. 4, “ 
W..H. Fairchild, do. 4, “ 
Surgeon. 


Surgeon’s Mates. 


st 1, 1813. | 
ee 


* : 


Aid to Brigadier 
Gen. Williams. 





FORTY-FOURTH INFANTRY. 





Colonel. 

Geo. ‘I’. Ross, 
Lieutenant Colonel. 
René Trudeau, 
Majors. 


Henry D. Piere, August 1, 1813. 
Waters Clark, ditto, “ 


August 1, 1813. 


August 1, 1813. 





Isaac L. Baker, 
Wn. O. Butler, 


Squire Lea, 





Captains. 
April 5, 1813. 
ditto, - 


First Lieutenant. 
Nathl. Pryor, August 30, 1813. 


Second Lieutenant. 
Elzr. B. Billings, Aug. 9, 1813. 


Surgeon. 
August 1, 1813. 
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RANGERS AND UNITED STATES’ VOLUNTEERS. 








RANGERS. 





| 
Staff appointments and Staff appointments and 


Names and Rank. Names and Rank. 





Brevets. Brevets. 

Captains. | Sylvester Pattie, July 19, 1813. | 

William Dunn, April 12, 1813. James Calloway, ditto, * | 
Piere André, itto, a a Craig, ditto, = * 
James Bigger, April 30, ** Sam. Gilham, August 1, * | 
Fred. Shoults, May 20, ** Arthur Morgan, — ditto, ~ ] 
Andrew Ramsey, July 19, “ Andrew Bankston, ditto, ~ 4 
David Musick, ditto, ‘* Brattn. Crawford, Aug.5, “| 
Daniel M. Boone, ditto, “ | John Knox, October 1, “| 
James B. Moore, August 1, “ | | 
W. B. — —_ a Third Lieutenants. 
Jacob Short ditto, “ | nV: may nim sal 

ion. Manary, sen. Aug. 5, ** _ is, April 12, 1813, | 
Sam. McCormick, Aug. 7, “* no. Hadden, jr. ditto, | 


i W. P. Meredith, April 30, * 
| Wm. McHenry, August 1, * 

















First Lieutenants. Stephen oo =| 
Henry Brinton, April 12, 1813. Wi oe ee, ditto “ | 
[+ oa agama April 30, “ David Steal, August 5, | 
. > oe 
py ‘uly 19, 19, + | Wm. G. Sems, October 1. | 
P. K. Robbins, ditto, “ saat | 
William Massey, ditto, ** Bnsigne. | 
Jos. Borough, August 1, * Green B. Fields, April 12, 1813. 
David Robinson, ditto, san David L. Gregg, ditto, “ | 
Nathl. Journey, ditto, 04 Jno. Owens, jun. April 30, "| 
John Hopkins, August 5,“ David Bailey. July 19, ** | 
James Flinn, October 1, * | John McNair, ditto, | 
| Drakeford Gray, ditto, .. | 
Second Lieutenants. Jolm Journey, August 1, 
Henry Ristine, April 12, 1813, Aaron Armstrong, ditto, “| 
Homer Johnson, ditto, = Eben. F. Seaman, Aug. 5, ** | 
James Curray, Agel 2, * William Patterson, Oct. 1, * | 
UNITED STATES’ VOLUNTEERS. 
From Maine and New Hampshire. 
Colonel. Second Lieutenants. 
Denny McCobb, Dec. 23, 1812. Benj. White, jr. Oct. 1, 1812. 
Joseph Low, Nov. 18, “ 
Lieutenant Colonel. | Marshall Baker, Dec. 2, « 
Aquila Davis, January 13, 1813. || David Denison, ditto, ** 
Daniel Patch, Dec. 15, * Quartermaster. 
Captains. | Daniel Page, ditto, ” 
Elijah Hall, October 1, 1812. | Saml. Sylvester, Jan. 1, 1813, 
Benj. Bradford, Nov. 18, “ James Bean, Jan. 12, “ 
Josh. Danforth, Nov. 20, ** 
a om —_ ~~ * Ensigns. 
Nathan Stanley, itto, ” 7 - ‘ 
Smith Elkins. January 1, 1813. John Neal, jr. October 1, Isle. 
loseph Flanders, Jan. 24, | Wm. Kendall, Nov. 16, * 
aa ’ ’ ; Wm. Reed, ditto, * 
First Lieutenants. Jonas G. Brooks, Dec. 1, * 
‘Th. B. Sylvester, Nov. 1, 1812, | Adjutant. —_ Berry, Jan. 1, em 
John Butterfield, Nov. 18, ‘* od ia Jan. a na 
Daniel M. Gregg, Nov. 18. “ arker Chase, March 26, 
David Doane, Nov. 20, * y MM 
\. P. Cochran, Dec. 3, * Surgeon's Mates. 
Henry Snow, Dec. 15, “* John Trivett, March 1, 1813. 
Daniel George, January 12, 1813. James Bates, March 12, ~* 











54 m 
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UNITED STATES’ 





(181s. 





VOLUNTEERS—Continued. 








From New York. 


UNITED STATES’ VOLUNTEERS. 


Second Regiment. 





Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 


Names and Rank. 


Staff appointments and 





























Brevets. Brevets. 
Colonel. | Joseph De La Montanya, 
Samuel Hawkins, Feb. 15, 1813. | January 1, 1813, Quartermaster. 
| R. W. Nelson, January 16, 
Lieutenant Colonel. James Darrow, February 1, “ 
Gilbert Ketcham, Feb. 15, 1813. E. B. Baldwin, February 9, 00 
J. L. Bleecker, Feb. 10, “ 
Major. | Aw. D. Willson, April 16, * 
W.S. Tallmadge, Feb. 15, 1813. | 
Second Lieutenants. 
Captains. | John Bailey, November 5, 1812. 
Edmund G. Perlee, Nov. 5, 1812. | Platt ee hang Nov. 17, * Adjutant. 
J. D. Wadsworth, ditto, - | Jacob Montross, Dec. 25, “ 
Thomas Bruyn, ditto, sie | G.S. Caldwell, Jan. 4, 1813. 
John S. Suffern, ditto, _ John Peters, January 3 “ 
David Crawford, ditto, °° | Morris Janson, January 11, ** 
John McCamley, ditto, - | Epens, Wheelar, Feb. . * I 
John Miller, December i, “ Geo. 8. Allison, Feb. 10, ** 
Joseph Delafield, Dec. 29, *“* Jesse oy Feb. 16, * | 
Gabriel Y. Denton, Jan. 21, 1813. John Wilson, April 16, * 
Robert Gourlay, jr. Feb. 1. “* | 
Third Lieutenant. 
First Lieutenants. | James Archer, July 1, 1813. 
Sanford Allyn, November 5, 1812. 
Moses Burnet, ditto, i Surgeon. 
Richard Eldred, ditto, “ | Steph. Rapalje, Nov. 14, 1812. 
Z. Schoonmaker, Dec. 9, * Paymaster. 
J. A. Rapalje, Dec. 21, “* Surgeon’s Mate. 
Job Wright, ditto, | || Josiah Torrey, Dec. 30, 1812. 
| 
UNITED STATES’ VOLUNTEERS. 
From New York. Third Regiment. 
Lieutenant Colonel. | Second Lieutenants. 
Alex. Denniston, February 1, 1813. 
| Ebenezer Cole, Dec. 28, 1812. 
Captains. Peter Holmes, January 1, 1813, 
Gouvr. 8. Bibby, Dec. 8, 1812. | Allen Reynolds, Jan. 20, * Adjutant. 


Christian Hartell, Dec. 28, ** 
Geo. K. McKay, Jan. 9, 1813. 
Charles Hughes, Jan. 16, “ 
Jonan. Gidney, Jan. 18, * 
John Hatfield, Jan. 23, * 
Benjamin Wood, Jan. 30, “ 
Ths. Shearwood, Jan. 31, “ 
Isaac Little, February 1, ** 


First Lieutenants. 
Thomas Earle, August 20, 1812. 
Thomas Darling, Dec. 31, “ 
William Perron, Jan. 1, 1813. 
Edwin Baldwin, Jan. 2, “ 
Stephen Baxter, Jan. 9, *° 
James Kerr, Jan. 25, 
William Walsh, Jan. 28, “ 
Robert P. Ross, Jan. 31, * 
Ephraim Clark, March 1, “ 


Paymaster. 





Isaac Percy v; 
| eos H. Weed, 
Caleb Crane, 


Matthew D. Coe, 


Jan. 25, ** 


Jan. 28, * 
Jan. 30, * 
Jan. 31, “ 


| Chas. T. Butler, March 1, * 


Third Lieutenants. 


William Buttre, 


| 
1 “— L. Scott, 
| N 


Feb. 1, 1813, 
Feb. 28, “ 


. G. Carmer, ‘August 15, “ 


Surgeon. 


- Robert C. Hunter, Jan. 31, 1813. 


Surgeon's Mate. 


| 
L Elias C. Badeau, 


Feb. 9, 1813. 








UNITED STATES’ VOLUNTEERS. 


From Richmond, Virginia. 





Captain. 


Richard Booker, Dec. 1, 1812. 


First Lieutenuni. 


John W. Ellis, Dec. 1, 1812. 


Second Lieutenani. 


B. Hazlegrove. 


Dec. 1, 1812. 


Ensign. 


Robert Kennedy, 


Dec. 1, 1812. 



















































































1813.] REGISTER OF THE ARMY FOR 1813. 493 
UNITED STATES’ VOLUNTEERS AND SEA FENCIBLES. 
UNITED STATES’ VOLUNTEERS. 
From the Mississippi Territory. 
. l 
Names and Rank. Staff appointments Names and Rank. Staff appointments 
and Brevets. and Brevets. 
| 
“a oo a. ies | Aonendee Calvit, 9 24, 1813. | Aid to the General. 
', L. Claiborne, Mare 3 John Allen, do. 25, * 
Com/’ding the two following Regiments. Robert Layson, March 4, “ 
Cites Benj. F. Salvage, do. 12, “ | Quartermaster. 
‘olonel. * 
Joseph Carson, April 30, 1813. ’ Second Lieutenants. 
; Kean Caldwell, Oct. 12, 1812. 
Major. Charles Moore, Dec. 1, “ 
Daniel Beasley, Feb. 15, 1813. Charles Baron, Jan. 15, 1813, 
: S. M. Osborn, Feb. 8, “* 
as Captains. N. Lockridge, March 5, “ 
Philip A. Engle, Jan. 9, 1813. R.C. Anderson, do 6, * 
Archilaus Wells, do. 15, George Dougherty, do. 15, * 
Randall Jones, do. 27, - Robert Swan; do. 15, ** 
William Jack, do. 28, James Luckett, do. 15, * 
Wm. C. Mead, do. 29, = George H. Gibbs, do. 15, “ 
Benjamin Dent, do. 31, Robert Burton, do. 15, “ 
—_ ten - oy : D. M. Calliham, do. 15, “ 
Abrm. M. Sco 0. : 
James Foster, "do. 31, we Ensigns. 
L. V. Foelckil, Feb. 1, 1 - Mays, Feb. 28, 1813. 
C.G. Johnson, March 1, Y. R. M’Donald, Mar. 6, “ 
Hans Morrison, a & * Benj. Blanton, a & * 
' : Benj. Stowell, do. 6, “ 
First Lieutenants. William 8. Britt, do. 12, “ 
James Baily, Oct. 12, 1812. Isaac W. Davis, do. 15, = 
Richn. Bowman, Dec. 18, Robert Davis, May 23, = 
A. L. Osborn, Jan. 15, 1813. Charles West, Aug. 12, 
William Morgan, do. 15, Samuel Guest, do. 15, ‘** 
lg an a ” ein Richard Smith, do. 15, “ 
° eloac eb. Adjutant, 
Theron Kellogg, do. 6. * Surgeon’s Mate. 
A. Montgomery, do 9, “ William R. Cox, Feb. 17, 1813. 
John Camp, do. 10, * 
UNITED STATES’ VOLUNTEERS. 
From Louisiana. 
—— ae — Second Lieutenants. 
a yee D., Hutchings, Dec. 5, 1812. 
Captains. drian F. Duval, Jan. 9, 1813. 
P. A. Rivery, Nov. 20, 1812. John Koen, Aug. 15, “ 
John Mowry do. 24. * James M’Arthur, do. 15, “ 
A. Peychaud. Dec. 16, * John Files, do. 15,  “ 
E. de Mire ix. do. 19, “ WwW. R.Chambles, do. 15, “ 
Ferd. Amelung, do. 28, ‘* T. C. Vaughn, do. 15, * 
L. de Marans, Jan. 13, 1813. Ensi 
Abram. Miller. merge. 
: ; Curtis Lewis, Dec. 5, 1812. 
First Lieutenants. Pat’k M’Clasky, Feb. 6, 1813. 
Hugh Davis, Oct. 22, 1812. Robert Steele, Aug. 15, “ 
George Russel, Nov. 25, z Lewis W. Brant, do. 15, “ 
soos A ot tae — og : John Booth, do. 15, * 
oseph bige ec. . 
mo Thebault, do. 28, os Surgeon. 
Francis Hewit, Jan. 25, 1813. 
Benj. Bridges, Aug. 15,  * Peter Lambert, Dec. 26, 1812. 
SEA FENCIBLES. 
Tine Newlll "Ane ee | Richard Baynor, Aug. 7, 1813. 
eo . 9 - e s e | 
John Nicholson, do. 1, a Second Lieutenants. 
Temuel Morris, do. 4, : | Ferd. A. O’Neal, Aug. 1, 1813, 
— ang . > 4, = | William Lytle, do 1, “ 
rederick Brooks, do. 7, | Byrd B. Mitchel, do. 7, * 
First Lieutenants. Third Lieutenants. 
Abraham Nicols, Aug. 1, 1813. Henry B. Jones, Aug. 1, 1813. 
James J. Cumming, do. 1, “ John Hardwick do. 4, * 
John J. Couturier, do. 4, * , 6s 
> do 4, John Boner, do. 7, 
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MILITARY ACADEMY, WEST POINT, NEW YORK. 


ACADEMICAL STAFF. 

Senior officer of Engineers, Superintendent of Military Academy. 

Jared Mansfield, professor of natural and experimental philosophy. 
Andrew Ellicott, professor of mathematics. _ ; ie 
Alden Partridge, (captain of Engineers) professor of the art of engineering. 





Florimond de Masson, teacher of the French language. 
Christian de Zoeller, teacher of drawing. 

Samuel A. Walsh, surgeon. 

Adam Empie, chaplain. 


CADETS 








James Spencer. 

John Wright. 

Henry W. Fitzhugi, 

George W. Gardiner. 
Charles S. Merchant. 

Nathaniel G. Dana. 

John Monroe, 
Isaac A. Adams, 
John S. Allanson, 

George Emmerson. 

Thomas S. Suggett. 

Milton Partridge. 

‘Thomas Childs, 

John Alexander Webber. 

George W. Gardner, 

Lewis G. De Russey. 

Henry H. Loring, 

Samuel Waldo Wetmore. 

Stanley G. Morgan, 

Jaekman |. Davis, 

Wilson C. A. Armistead, 

Samuel Mackenzie. 

John Mackenzie, 

William H. Swift, 
William B. G. Taylor. 
Robert C. Brent, 
Benjamin Bonneville. 
Robert L. Armstrong, 
James K. Armstrong. 
Thos. Jef. Gardner, 
Cromwell Fowle, 
Thomas Broom. 

James P. Baddollet, 


Bradley S. A. Lowe, 
James Ripley. 
R. I. Scott, 
Nathaniel H. Loring, 
Gerrit B. Staats, 
Cornelius Ogden, 
William Wells, 
Isaac FE. Craig, 
Evans Humphrey, 
Hilary Brunot, 
Wolvert E. Williams. 
William L. M’Laughlin. 
Samuel Cooper, jun. 
Henry Smith, 
Nicholas Gray, jun. 
William Rigal, 
Stephen Birdsall, 
Charles M. Thruston, 
Edmond Brooke, jun. 
William Graham. 
William Booth, 
Alexander B. Smoot. 
William W. M’Intire, 
George W. Swift. 
Thomas W. Lendrum, 
Stephen Herberger, 
| Michael F. Van Deventer, 
| Thomas P. Gwynn, 
James D. Graham, 
Thomas J. Baird, 
John B. Duthie, 
Edwin B. Newton, 
Allen Jackson. 





George D. Brewerton, 
Henry Brewerton, 
Thomas J. Leslie, 
James Word, 

Ward Marston, 

George Blany, 

Thomas Denny, 
Alexander F. Cockran, 
Joseph Smoot, 

Thomas T. Stephenson, 
Jasper Strong, 

George A. Washington, 
Henry R. Dulany, 
Alonzo Brewer, 
William H. Vanderburgh, 
William W. A. Dulany, 
John Roe Sloo, 

David Turner, 

Jabez Parkhurst, jun. 
Milo Johnson, 

William 8. Evelette, 
David Stone, jun. 
Henry W. Griswold, 
William Longstreet, 
Robert Forsyth, 
Charles L. A. Despinville, 
Simon Willard, jun. 
John Hills, jun. 

James Limonson, 
Abraham Wendell, 
James Monroe, 

John Symington, 
Thomas Robinson. 











ORGANIZATION OF A REGIMENT. 








COMPONENT PARTS OF A REGIMENT. 
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ORGANIZATION OF A COMPANY. 








COMPONENT PARTS OF A COMPANY. 
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Two regiments form a brigade, to be under a brigadier general, who has one aid-de-camp and one brigade major. 
Two brigades form a division, to be commanded by a major general, who has two aids-de-camp, (and when he com- 
mands an army, one adjutant general, one inspector general, one quartermaster general, two assistant adjutant 
generals, two assistant inspector generals, one deputy quartermaster general, and four assistants, one topographical 
engineer, and one assistant) that is, beside a chief of each department, as many assistants may be allowed as there 
are brigades in each separate army. 

Norre.—By the act of 29th January, twenty additional regiments for twelve months’ service are authorized. 
(One of them to be rangers, by a subsequent act, and five regiments to be for five years, for local service. ) 

21,880 
36,374 





Total authorized force, - - 58,254 





RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


War Orrice, May 1, 1813. 
RANK OF REGIMENTS. 
ist. The light artillery. 
2d. The light dragoons, 
3d. The foot artillery, é According to the numbers of the regiments respectively. 
4th. The infantry, 
5th. The riflemen. _ ; 
6th. The volunteers in the service of the United States, and } According to the numbers given to them respec- 
7th. The militia draughts, tively by the General commanding the district. 
This regulation is confined to parades. On all other occasions, regiments will be drawn up in the way which 
shall be directed by the General, or other commanding officer. ; 


RANK OF OFFICERS. 


In ali cases in which command shall not have been specially given, the eldest officer, whether of cavalry, of 
artillery, or of infantry, will command. 

Where a controversy concerning rank shall arise from the sameness of date in commissions, it shall be deter- 
mined by reference to former commissions in the regular service; and if none such should have been held, by former 
commissions in the militia. 

Brevet rank gives no precedence nor command, except on detachments; nor shall persons having such rank 
only, be included in the roster of officers for any duty other than that performed by detachments, and to which they 
shall be specially assigned. 

Oificers of the regular army of the same grade with those of the volunteers and militia, have precedence of these, 
whatever may be the dates of their respective commissions. : 

There is no precedence betweeri staff departments. The officers assigned to these will take rank, Ist, from the 
brevets they hold; and 2d, from the rank they respectively have in the line. 


RULES WITH REGARD TO PROMOTION. 


1. Original vacancies will be supplied by selection; accidental vacancies by seniority, excepting in extraordinary 
cases. 

2. Promotions to the rank of Captain will be made regimentally; to that of field appointments, by line, the light 
artillery, dragoons, artillery, infantry, and riflemen, being kept always distinct. 

__3. No officer shall be entitled to the pay, rations, or emoluments, annexed to any office, until he shall have notice 
of his appointment thereto from the War Department; or from a general officer, with respect to appointments in the 
gift of Generals. 

COMPLIMENTS TO BE PAID BY THE TROOPS. 


Pe highest military honors are payable to the President and Vice President of the United States, whether in 
uniform or not. 

‘To the Secretary of War, to Major Generals commanding districts or corps of the army, and to Governors of 
States, when in uniform, the same honors will be paid; with this exception, that to them the standards of the cavalry 
will not be dropped in saluting. 
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All other Major Generals are entitled to three ruffles of the drum, with presented arms, and to the dropping of 
all colors other than the standards. — 
Brigadier Generals commanding districts or corps of the army, are entitled to the honors payable to Major Gen- 
erals not commanding in chief. 
All other Brigadiers are entitled to two ruffles of the drum, and presented arms. 
ro Colonels. the guards of their own regiments turn out and present their arms, once a day; after which, they 
only turn out with ordered arms. 
lo Lieutenant Colonels and Majors, their own guards turn out with ordered arms, once a day. 
When a Lieutenant Colonel or Major shall command a regiment, their own quarter guards pay them the com- 
pliments due to a Colonel. 
When a General or other officer, entitled to a salute, shall pass in the rear of a guard, it will not face about, but 
stand with shouldered arins. 
_ When a General or other officer, entitled to a salute, shall pass guards while in the act of relieving, both guards 
will salute, taking the word of command from the senior officer of the two. 
__ Military compliments are to be paid to officers of the navy, when in uniform, agreeably to their rank, as 
follows, viz: Commedores, with broad pennants, have the same compliments as Brigadier Generals: and all other 
Post Captains, those due to Colonels. 
All guards are to be under arms when an armed party approaches their posts; and to parties commanded by a 
commissioned officer, they will present arms and beat a march, and the officers will salute. 
rhe colors of a regiment passing any guard will be saluted, the drums of the regiment saluting in turn. 
When two regiments meet on a march, the regiment of inferior rank will halt, form, and salute the other, which 
roceeds on its march with swords drawn, bayonets fixed, trumpets sounding, drums beating, and colors flying, until 
it shall have cleared the front of the latter regiment. ” 
All regiments marching with standards or colors, have claim to the compliments of any regiment they may meet 
on their march not having standards or colors, without regard to the rank of the particular corps. 


SALUTES. 


The national salute shall be conformable to the number of States composing the Union. 
A national salute shall be fired on a visit to the post from the President of the United States. 
Fifteen guns shall be fired on a visit from the Vice President, the Secretary of War, Secretary of the Navy, a 
Major General of the army; and thirteen guns on that of a Brigadier General when commanding a district. “No 
other person shall be entitled to salutes, and no salutes will be fired to any person but on his arrival. No salutes 
shall be fired to foreign ships or vessels of war, but in return, and in every case their salute shall be returned gun 
for gun, notice being given. No salutes shall be fired to public armed vessels of the United States under the rate 
of a frigate, and to those only in return, gun for gun, notice being given. 

At one o’clock, on the fourth day of July of each year, a national salute will be fired from all the military posts 
and forts in the United States. 

Salutes shall not be fired from guns of higher caliber than twelve pounders. 


DUTIES OF ADJUTANTS GENERAL. 


‘These will be divided under the following heads, viz: 
Distribution of orders: 
Details of service: ; ; 
Instruction of the troops in the manual exercise, and the evolutions and arrangement of them when brought into 
action: and 
Direction of the military correspondence. 


1. Distribution of Orders. 


‘The general orders of the day having been received from the commanding General, the Adjutant General, or his 
assistant, will carry them to the office of distribution, where they will be recorded in a book kept for that purpose 
whence, at an hour which shall have been previously assigned, they will be transcribed by the Aids-de-camp of 
general oflicers, by Majors of brigade, by the Adjutants of all separate corps less than brigades, by a Deputy or 
Assistant Deputy Quartermaster General, by an Hospital Surgeon, or an Hospital Surgeon’s Mate, detailed for that 
duty by the senior surgeon, and some commissioned officer from each corps of engineers; and when so transcribed. 
they will be carried without delay to the corps to which these officers respectively belong, and be there promulgated, 
= fe the orders of the officers commanding the corps, and become to them a rule of conduct. " 


2. Details of Service. 
These shall be made agreeably to prescribed rules, and the usage of war. 
All corps will furnish according to their strength—the longest off duty, the first on duty. When it may be found 
practicable, the troops are to act by companies, battalions, or regiments. 
Return detachments will not be excused from duty more than two days. 
Seniority of corps with respect to troops, and priority of rank with respect to officers, will entitle to precedence 
for command; subject to deviations under the orders of the commanding general. 


In details, the following gradation will govern: 


1. Reconnoitering parties and corps of observation. 
2. Foraging before the enemy. 

3. Detachments and outposts. 

4. Guards of trenches. 

5. Van guards in approaching an enemy. 

6. Rear guards in retiring from an enemy. 

7. General courts martial. 

8. Guard of the General commanding in chief. 

9. Camp of garrison guards. 

10. Other guards mounted from the grand parade. 
11. Guards of general officers and the staff according to rank. 
12. Pickets. 
13. General fatigues. 

14, Police. 

In the routine of duty the law of detail will always give it to the officer longest off duty, and when two have 
been credited with the same grade of service, on the same day, reference to the former tour on the roster will deter- 
mine the detail. ; 

Should a tour of service of higher grade occur to an officer while on any subordinate duty, he shall be relieved, 
and the tour on which he is, be passed to his credit. 

If an officer’s tour for general court martial, picket, cr fatigue, occur while he is on any other duty from the 
grand parade, he shall not be relieved, but stand for the next tour. 
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3. Instruction of the Troops. 


This shall be governed by circumstances, as to time, place, and frequency; of which the commanding genera! 
will judge. ‘The mode of infantry discipline, adopted by regulation of the War Department, will be observed. 


4. Military Correspondence. 


Reports of services performed, and demands for courts of inquiry, or courts martial, shall be made to the Adjutant 
General. All returns intended to exhibit the strength of the corps, made agreeable to the 19th article of war, and 
accounting for the absent non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates; reports of the Hospital and of the 
Quartermaster’s Departments; and of ordnance and of ordnance stores attached to the army; shall also be addressed 
to the Adjutant General; out of which he shall form a general return, to be transmitted menthly, for the informa- 
tion of the War Department: and those transmitted for the months of June and December, shall be accompanied 
with lists of the officers serving in any garrison or corps of the district or army so returned, specifying their names, 
rank, and places of station. Returns of ordnance and ordnance stores shall be made agreeably to forms prescribed 
by the Commissary General of ordnance. Departures from these forms, and inattention to the injunctions above, 
will be regarded and punished as acts of positive disubedience. 

July 9, 1813. 


The returns required of Adjutants General, for the information of the War Department, will exhibit regiments 
and detachments of regiments, separately and by name. 


War Orrice, May ist, 1813. 
DUTIES OF INSPECTORS GENERAL. 


These will be divided under the following heads, viz: 
Mustering and inspecting troops of the line, and militia detachments serving with them: 
Selecting places of encampment, and posting guards: 
Superintending the police of the camp and of the march: 
Inspecting parades; and 
Making half yearly confidential reportsto the War Department, of the state of the army, division, or detachment, 
to which they belong. 


1. Mustering and inspecting the Troops of the Line and Militia Detachments. 


Troops of all descriptions shall be mustered once in two months, for payment, nor shall any payment be made 
but upon muster rolls signed by an Inspector General, or his assistant, or, in the absence of these, by some officer 
of the army of the United States, specially assigned to this duty, by the general commanding the district in which 
the said troops, so mustered, shall o found. ‘Three copies of these rolls shall, in all cases, be made; one of them 
to be deposited with the Paymaster of the district, and two of them to be sent to the War Department; the one 
for the use of the Accountant of the said Department, and the other for the Paymaster of the army. 

Semi-annual musters of the whole army, whether regular or militia, shall be made on or before the Ist day of 
January, and 1st day of July, in each year; and rolls thereof, in alphabetical order, forwarded to the War Depart- 
ment as promptly thereafter as possible. ; 

Inspections of the troops are of two kinds: stated and occasional. ‘The former shall take place monthly, and (as 
often as may be practicable) on the last day of each month; the latter, as often as the General commanding the district, 
the Chief of the Staff, or the Inspector G sneral, may think proper. ‘The general object of both shall be to ascertain 
the exact state of the arms, equipments, and clothing, and of every other circumstance tending to show the actual 
condition of the troops so inspected. 

Dragoon, artillery, and all other horses belonging to the public, will also be subjects of inspection, quarterly; those 
unfit for service will be branded in the presence of the inspecting officer, with the letter C, and immediately trans- 
ferred to the Quartermaster General’s Department, for public sale; nor shall any horse, so branded, be thereafter 
accepted by any inspecting officer. Returns of cast horses will be made quarterly. 

A return of every inspection shall be made and deposited in the office of the Inspector General, for the infor- 
mation of the general commanding the district; and half yearly returns of inspection shall be made to the War De- 
partment. 

2. Superintending the Police of the Camp and of the March. 


It will be the duty of this department to designate all guards for the security and good order of the camp; to 
take charge of all prisoners made by these or otherwise; to examine and report the several cases to the command- 
ing general, and to take his orders in relation to their future disposal; to’inspect the state of tents, barracks, and hos- 
pitals; to punish any want of care or cleanliness therein; to regulate all sutlers and markets, within any camp, can- 
tonment, or garrison; and to inspect and enforce the order of march, and to punish all infractions of it. 


3. Inspecting Parades. 


The troops detailed from each regiment for the service of the day will be brought to the parade ground of the 
brigade, under the command of the senior officer present, and on duty; these detachments will there be embodied, 
and marched to the ground of division parade, accompanied by the adjutant of the day, under command of the senior 
officer; the whole will then be marched as aforesaid, to the ground of general parade, accompanied by a major of 
brigade, detailed for that service by division orders; where they will be received by an Inspector or an Assistant 
Inspector General, reviewed, and detached for the service of the day. 


4. Selecting Places for Encampment and Posting Guards. 


This duty shall be performed under the directions of the commanding general; and the Inspector, in performing 
it, shal! call to his aid an officer from each corps of engineers. 


5. Making half yearly Confidential Reports to the War Department. 


These reports will relate to the conduct of corps, and to that of individuals eg them. They shall 
be submitted to the general commanding the army, and shall receive from him his remarks in writing, before they 
are transmitted to the War Department. They shall specify— 


ist. The progress made by each corps or regiment, in military discipline in general, and particularly in a knowledge 
of the evolutions prescribed for the practice of the troops; in habits of obedience, and of attention to personal 
appearance, and to the ruies of interior economy. an 

2d Whether the field and company officers, respectively, know their duty, and are able and willing to perform it? 
Whether the subalterns are severally sober, active, and industrious, careful to acquire knowledge, and to com- 
municate it to the oan-comminelaned officers and privates? Whether the Adjutant, Quartermaster, and Pay- 
master, are competent to the duties assigned to them? Whether the regimental books are kept with accuracy 
and regularity? and whether the non-commissioned officers perform their duty with promptitude and effect? 

3d. Whether the meat and bread furnished by contract are of good quality, and whether these, and other articles, 
composing the rations, are regularly issued? ; 

4th. Whether the forage be good, and of sufficient y sapere : , 

5th. hey ay = hospital supplies and regulations be sufficient, and regularly dispensed in the one case, and obser- 
ved in the other? 





: 
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tth. Whether there has been any irregularity in the proceedings of courts martial, or in the execution of sentences 


pronounced by them? And wee ; ; 
7th. Whether the quantity of ammunition in store is sufficient, and well secured, and whether the arms and equip- 
ments are in proper order? 

On each of these heads there will be a special report; and in what may be said on the 2d, all possible frankness 
is expected. One motive more to this, will be found in the solemn declaration of the Government, that, while it 
shall be its invariable practice to distinguish, and to reward merit of every description, and in every grade, all pre- 
tensions not having that foundation, however propped and patronized by names, will be utterly disregarded. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. 


It shall be the duty of this department to provide— 

ist. For the quartering and transporting of troops. 

vd. For transporting all military stores, camp equipage, and artillery. 

3d. For opening and repairing roads, and constructing and repairing bridges, which may be necessary to the 
movement of the army, or of any detachment thereof. 

4th. It shall be the further duty of this department to receive from the departments of purchase, and of ordnance, 
all clothing, camp equipage, arms, ammunition, and ordnance; to transport the same to the place of destination, 
and there to make distribution thereof, agreeably to the direction given to the articles by the Commissary General 
of Purchases, and to the orders of the general commanding the district to which they are destined. 

y nape saprtat in the intermediate districts, between the places of receipt and delivery, will be held responsible 
for the safe transportation of all articles through their respective districts. 

Articles for conveyance by this department shall be transported in bulk as much as possible, and with each 
quantity of stores conveyed, the Quartermaster at the post from which it is sent shall furnish a conductor, who shall 
save charge of it, and for whose conduct, in the safe keeping and delivery thereof, the Quartermaster shall be re- 
- wnsible. 

; 5th. It shall be the duty of the department to provide all forage and fuel for the use of the troops, and have the 
same transported and issued agreeably to the regulations which follow. 

6th. To provide good and sufficient store houses for provisions deposited under contract between individuals and 
the Government, and to appoint store keepers (for the custody of the said provisions, or other articles, the property 
of the public, which may be placed there) who shall give security for their safe keeping and delivery, under the 
orders of the commanding General of the district, or of the Quartermaster General; and to find means of transport- 
ing the same, when so required by the engagements of the Government. 

7th. To make returns, half yearly, to the Secretary of War, of all horses and draught oxen, or horses and oxen on 
hire in public service; showing their number, employment, and condition; and a similar return of all other arti- 
cles, the property of the public, of which the department may be possessed. 

8th. To make and transmit to the Secretary of War, monthly summary statements of the accounts of the Depart- 
ment, and quarterly accounts thereof, agreeably to the forms which shall be prescribed by the Treasury Department. 

9th. All money drawn for the use of the Department, within any military district, shall be drawn and accounted 
tor by the senior officer of the Department within such district. 

No purchases, on public account, will be made by the Quartermaster’s Department, but’of the following articles: 

ist. Of forage. 

2d. Of fuel. 

3d. Straw for soldiers’ bedding. 

4th. Articles of stationary for regimental and garrison service. 

5th. ae and artillery horses, oxen, wagons, and carts, for the transportation of baggage: boats for the 

same; anc 
6th. Boards, planks, nails, and other materials, for constructing and repairing barracks, hospitals, and bridges. 
fn all cases in which gun carriages and artillery wagons may want repair in the field, the senior officer of artil- 

lery is to see the necessary repairs done, and for the expense of these, will make his draft on the Quartermaster 
General’s department. 

When any building occupied by troops as a barrack shall have been left by them in a filthy state, or shall have 
suffered injury by them, the Quartermaster of the post, or of the party succeeding to them, shall, in the one case, 
have the quarters cleansed, and in the other repaired; and the expense of so doing shall be deducted from the pay 
of the officers commanding the party which immediately preceded in the occupation of the buildings so cleansed 


and repaired. 


Regulations which shall govern the allowance of Quarters, of Forage, of Fuel, of Straw for Bedding, of Station- 
ary, and of the transportation of the Baggage of Officers, when ordered on distant commands. 


1. Of Quarters. 


‘To a Major General, three rooms and a kitchen. 

To a Brigadier General, the Adjutant and Inspector General, principal Quartermaster General and Commissary 
Gieneral of Ordnance, each, two rooms and a kitchen. 

To each Adjutant General, Inspector General, Quartermaster General, and Field Officer of a regiment, to the 
Assistant Commissary General of Ordnance, aud to each Deputy Quartermaster General, one room and a kitchen. 

‘To each Assistant Adjutant General, Assistant Inspector General, ‘Topographical Engineer, Major of Brigade, 
or Brigade Inspector, Deputy Paymaster General, Captain of the Line, Judge Advocate, Hospital Surgeon, Regi- 
mental Surgeon, and Chaplain, one room. 

to all other commissioned officers, one room to every two officers: and to each mess of six or more officers, one 
kitchen. 

To twelve non-commissioned officers, musicians, or privates, one room or (in the summer) a kitchen. 

The eldest officer to have the choice of quarters. 


2. Of Fuel. 


Ihe allowance of fuel, from the last day of April to the first day of November of each year, shall be at the 
rate of one cord of wood per month for each kitchen (or room occupied for cooking). At all posts, garrisons, or 
cantonments, within the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Vermont, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Ohio, one cord and a half of a cord‘of wood per month, 
from the last day of October to the first day of May of each year, for each room and kitchen occupied agreeably to 
the preceding regulations; and at all other posts, garrisons, or cantonments, during the same period, one cord of 
wood per month for each kitchen or other room occupied as aforesaid. 

Each commanding or senior officer at any separate post, whatever may be his rank, will be entitled to fuel for 
one kitchen. 

The allowance of wood for the quarters of the sick will be regulated by the commanding officer and surgeon. 

No compensation in money to be made in lieu of allowances of fuel or of quarters; and no fuel to be drawn 
but within the month for which it is due. No fuel furnished for the use of a garrison, post, camp, or cantonment, 
shall be removed therefrom, but by the Quartermaster attached thereto; and any overplus of fuel beyond what has 
been used, or may be necessary for use, at such post, shall revert to the United States. Coal may be issued, in pro- 
portion to the cost of wood, in lieu thereof. 
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3. Of Forage. 
To all horses in actual service there shall be allowed fourteen pounds of hay, and twelve quarts of oats, or, in 
lieu of oats, eight quarts of corn per diem, __ sep ; f 
Officers will be allowed to draw forage in kind, when on actual service in the field, where their duties require 
them to be mounted, for the number of horses they actually keep in service, not exceeding the following rates: 
Major Generals, seven; Brigadier Generals, five; Colonels of artillery and infantry, four; Lieutenant Colonels and 
Majors, three; and all other officers entitled by law to receive money in lieu of forage, when the same shall not be 
drawn in kind, two each. 
4, Of Straw. 


One truss of straw, weighing thirty-six pounds, is allowed for every two men. — en 

At the expiration of sixteen days, each truss is to be refreshed with eight pounds. At the expiration of thirty- 
two days, the whole straw is to be removed, and a fresh bedding of one truss to be furnished; and so on, every 
succeeding period of sixteen and thirty-two days. ‘The same quantity of straw is allowed for servants, or batmen 
not soldiers, or for washerwomen, in the proportion of one woman to every seventeen men. ; 

The straw is to be changed for the sick in hospital as often as may be deemed necessary by the surgeon or (in 
his absence) by the mate. : “ee 

Requisitions for fuel or straw must state the number and rank of the officers, the number of non-commissioned 
officers and privates, servants, batmen, and washerwomen, for whom it may be demanded, and certified by the com- 
mandant of the regiment, garrison, or recruiting rendezvous. No fuel or straw shall be drawn for officers or for 
soldiers whilst on furlough, nor any allowance made to them for the same. 


5. Of Transportation. 


To each company, or detachment of one hundred men, shall be allowed one four-horse wagon and team, or 
two two-horse wagons and teams, for the conveyance of baggage and camp equipage, consisting of one common 
tent, one iron kettle, and two tin pans, for every six men. ; ; 

When officers are ordered on intent commands, the following rates are to govern in the allowance made to 
them for the transportation of their baggage: at two dollars per hundred pounds per hundred miles. 


To a Major General, - - 1,250 lbs. | ‘To a Captain, - - - 400 |bs. 
Brigadier General, —- - - 1,000 Surgeon, - - - 400 
Colonel, - - - - 750 Subaltern, . - - 300 
Lieutenant Colonel, - - - 600 Surgeon’s mate, - - - 300 
Major, - - - 500 Cadet, . . - 200 
Hospital surgeon, - - - 750 


The most direct post route will determine the distance for the amount of transportation, whether performed by 
jand or water. 

To every officer ordered on general courts martial, temporary commands, or on other duties, on the seaboard, or 
in the Atlantic States, there will be allowed, if he so elect, in lieu of the transportation of his baggage, his stage 
hire; no delay being admitted on the road. Receipts from the stage offices, or certificates on honor, of the perform- 
ance of the duty, will be required. ; ; ; : 

No allowance for transportation of baggage to officers fulfilling the first order after appointment. 


6. Of Stationary. 

To a Major General, or other officer, commanding a district, so much stationary as may be necessary for the 
discharge of his public duties. ; 

‘To every other general officer twenty-four quires of paper per annum. 

To every officer commanding a separate post or garrison of not less than two, nor more than five companies, 
iwelve quires per annum, and one blank book of three quires. 

To every officer commanding a separate post or garrison of not more than ten companies, eighteen quires per 
annum, and one blank book of three quires. 

To a Colonel, or other officer, commanding a regiment, for the use of himself and regimental staff, eighteen 
quires per annum, and a blank book of three quires. 

To a Major, six quires of paper, and one blank book, per annum. 

_ For the use of every company, whether in garrison or otherwise, twelve quires per annum, and a blank book 

of two quires. 

For the use of every other commissioned officer in the army of the United States, two quires per annum. 

For the use of every officer and garrison, a proportion of other stationary, at the rate of fifty quills, as many 
wafers, and a paper of ink powder, to each six quires. 


Annual Estimates. 


It shall be the duty of this department to make out and transmit to the War Department, on or before the first 
day of December in each year, annual estimates of the forage, fuel, straw for bedding, articles of stationary, dra- 
goon and artillery horses, oxen, wagons, and carts for transportation of baggage, &c., and of all other articles the 
furnishing of which appertains to the said department. 


November 9, 1812. 

Officers, prisoners of war, are allowed for transportation of baggage, from the places where they are paroled to 
their respective homes, unless transportation is provided by the enemy, or the Government. 

July 9, 1815. 

In addition to the provision made for repairs of buildings occupied as barracks and quarters, it is ordered, that 
where private lands and buildings are occupied by the troops of the United States, a reasonable compensation shall 
be made to the proprietor by the Quartermaster of the district or post; and when the rate of compensation cannot 
be satisfactorily agreed on, discreet and disinterested persons shall be ae by the Quartermaster and proprietor, 
to appraise the rent, which will be settled by the Quartermaster, and the damage repaired as before yoovted. 

** Every officer of the aay, woaee duty requires him to be on horseback in time of action, and whose horse 
shall be killed in battle, shall be allowed a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, on making satisfactory proof of 
the loss and value of the horse so killed; the proof required shall be by the aflidavit of the Quartermaster of the 
corps to which the owner may belong, or of two other credible witnesses. ””* 

lhe Quartermaster’s department will adjust and settle all claims conformably to the above provisions. 


Double rations are allowed to the Commanding Officers of the following Military Posts and Stations, viz: 


Maine.—Passamaquoddy, Wiscasset, Georgetown, and Harbor of Portland. 
New Hampshire.—Harbor of Portsmouth. 


Massachusetts.—Harbor of Boston, New Bedford, Springfield, {Harbors of Salem, Marblehead, Gloucester, 
and Newburyport. 


Rhode Island.—Harbor of Newport. 
Connecticut.—Fort Trumbull. 


* Act of May 12, 1796. 


t These are considered as one military station. 
55 m 
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New York.—Harbor of New York, West Point, and Niagara. 
Pennsylvania.—Fort Mifflin and Pittsburg. 

Maryland.—Fort M’Henry, Harbor of Annapolis, and Fort Washington. 

District of Columbia.—Greenleaf’s Point. 

Virginia.—Harbor of Norfolk and Fort Powhattan. 

North Carolina.—Fort Johnson and Beaufort. 

South Carolina.—Georgetown, Harbor of Charleston, Beaufort, and Rocky Mount. or Mount Dearborn. 
Georgia.—Savannah, Fort Hawkins, Colerain, and Point Petre. F 

Mississippi Territory.—Fort Stoddert, Fort Adams, and Washington. 

Orleans Territory.—Plaquemine, Nachitoches, Fort St. John. Baton Rouge, and Pass Christian. 
Louisiana Territory.—Belle Fontaine, Fort Osage, and Fort Madison, or Belle Vue. 

IMinois Territory.—Fort Massac. 

Indiana Territory.—Viucennes, Chicago, or Fort Dearborn, Fort Wayne, and Fort Harrison. 
Tennessee.—Highwassee and Fort Hampton. 

Kentucky.—Newport. 

Michigan Territory.—Detroit and Michillimackinack. 

And to Generals commanding separate armies and to the commanding officer at New Orleans, treble rations. 


The commanding officer at each of the posts within named will certify, on honor, that he was the actual com- 
manding officer at the post, and for the time stated in his return, or account for additional rations; which certificate 


will accompany his return, and be considered a necessary voucher. 
One officer only can be considered entitled to additional rations. 


Specific monthly allowance of Wood, from 30th Aprit to 1st November. 


SUMMER MONTHS. 


Cords. 
Ist. ‘Toa Major General. - - - - - : - 1 
2d. ‘To each Brigadier General, &c. — - - - - - - 1 
3d. To each Adjutant General, &c. - - - - - . l 
4th. ‘To each Assistant Adjutant General, &c. - - - - - , 
5th. ‘To every officer not included above, - - - - . 
6th. ‘To each non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, - : - 1-12 
Pv the senior officer (of staff or the line) at a post, - - - - 1 
From the 31st October to 1st May. 
WINTER MONTHS. 
ist. Toa Major General, — - - - - - - 6 
2d. ‘To each Brigadier General, &c. —- : - . . ‘ 42 
3d. ‘To each Adjutant General, &c. - - - - - - 3 
4th. To each Assistant Adjutant General, &c. - - - - . 1} 
and for a kitchen, when he messes in garrison, in addition, . - - j—l4 
5th. To each other officer, — - - - - - - - 7 
and, when he messes in garrison, for a kitchen in addition, - ~ - j—l 
6th. To each non-commissioned oflicer, musician, or private, — - . - - y 
I» the senior officer at a post, if of a rank named under the 4th rate of allowance, - 3 
I'o the senior officer at a post, if of a rank named under the 5th rate of allowance, - 25 
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 
May 1, 1813. 
1. Of Laboratories. 
, One In 


There shall be three principal laboratories in the United States; one in the neighborhood of 
the neighborhood of , and one near . 

At each of these laboratories the head of the department will cause to be bought ten acres of land, and have 
thereon erected workshops competent to the accommodation of forty workmen, and barracks for the further accom- 
modation of the same, with the necessary magazines and store houses. The workmen at each of the said laborato- 
ries shall be engaged for a term of service not less than five years, and at the rates prescribed by law; and at each 
there shall be one master wheelwright and carriage maker, and one master blacksmith, the whole to be under the 
direction of the Commissary General, or of some one of his officers. It is, however, understood, that, if workmen 
cannot be engaged for a term as long as five years, the Commissary General may engage them for a shorter period. 
And he is also authorized to employ women and children, at low wages, in all work which can be as well per- 
formed by them as by men; and accounts regularly presented and certified by him, of the amount of all wages for 
work done under this regulation, shall be paid by the paymaster of the army. 

At these workshops shall be made all gun carriages, ammunition wagons, travelling forges, and every other ap- 
paratus for the artillery, and shall be prepared al! kinds of ammunition for garrison and field service. 





2. Inspection of Powder, §c. 


It will be the duty of the Commissary General of Ordnance to cal! upon the Commissary General of Purchases 
for the names and places of residence of all persons engaged in making powder, cannon, cannon shot, or other ord- 
nance stores, under contract with the United States, and, on notice of the time of delivery of such articles, he 
will cause the same to be duly proved and inspected. Until thus previously inspected and proved, no ordnance, 
cannon balls, shells, shot, or powder, shal! be received or paid for by any public agent of the United States. 


3. Distribution of Ordnance. 

‘The orders of general officers for the supply of ordnance, ammunition, carriages, &c. shall go no farther than to 
direct the number and caliber of the guns, the quantity and kinds of ammunition necessary for the service, and to 
command the preparation and delivery of these, and other enumerated articles, to some officer charged with its con- 
veyance to the camp or garrison of the general requiring them. 

The artillery will be distributed, for field service, into divisions or half divisions. : 

A division of artillery will consist of six pieces of ordnance, viz: Four cannon of the same caliber, and twe 


howitzers, or six cannon of not more than two calibers. _ ; ; ; 
A half division of artillery will consist of two pieces of cannon of the same caliber, and of one howitzer, or of 


three pieces of cannon of the same caliber. ; 
‘To each pair of three pounders will be allotted one ammunition wagon or caisson. 
‘To each six pounder, one ammunition wagon or caisson. 
To each howitzer, two ammunition wagons or caissons. 
To each gun ot larger caliber than a six pounder, destined to act with the army in the field, two, or at most 


three, ammunition wagons or caissons. 























1813.] RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE ARMY FOR 1813. 431 





lo each division of artillery will be allotted three wagons, jprovided with assorted and spare articles of equip- 
ment, ammunition, harness, entrenching and artificers’ tools, &c. j 

To each half division will be allotted one wagon, with assorted and spare articles and tools, as above. 

To each division of flying artillery, and every two divisions of foot artillery, will be allotted one travelling forge. 

The proportion of overplus small arms for the infantry may be one-fourth of the number of effective troops in the 
field: these shall be placed in reserve, at some safe and convenient situation near the army. ; 

The proportion of musket cartridges for the infantry shall consist of thirty rounds per man, accompanying the 
troops inammunition wagons; and such additional quantities, as may be judged requisite, shall be placed in reserve, 
as provided for small arms in the preceding paragraph. ; ; ee . 

Wagons will be provided with mining and laboratory tools and utensils, together with additional quantities of 
entrenching and artificer’s tools, whenever the nature of the service may render it necessary. 


4. Preservation and safe-keeping of Ordnance Stores, §c. 
It willbe the duty of the Commissary General of Ordnance to take measures for the completion, reparation, and 
preservation of all ordnance, ammunition, artillery carriages, and machines, in the respective fortresses, magazines, 


and arsenals. 
5. Return af Ordnance Stores, §-c. 

"The senior officer of artillery of every division or detachment of the nee, and of wag | garrison and post, and 
all keepers of magazines and arsenals, or other persons having charge of military stores, shall !make returns quar- 
erly to the Commissary General of Ordnance, agreeably to such forms as may be furnished by him. 

The military stores, above referred to, are: 

Fire arms of every description, with their equipments and accoutrements; 

Ammunition, whether fixed or loose; 

Laboratory stores and utensils; 

Artificers’ tools; and 

All artillery carriages and machines, not to include camp equipage or barrack furniture. 

Such returns shall be made by the Commissary General, as are required by law: and 


6. Annual Estimates. 


It shall be the duty of the Commissary General of Ordnance to make out and render to the War Department, 
yearly estimates of the powder, ordnance, cannon balls, shells, and shot, timber and other materials for gun carria- 
ces and ammunition wagons, laboratory utensils, artificers’ tools, &c. which shall be requisite for the service of the 


public. 
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT. 


ist. The Commissary General of this Department and his deputies will purchase, upon the orders and estimates 
of the War Department, all ordnance, ordnance stores, laboratory utensils, artificer’s tools, artillery carriages, am- 
munition wagons, timber, and other materials for making and repairing these; artillery harness, ammunition, small 
arms, accoutrements, and equipments; clothing, dragoon saddles and bridles; tents, tent-poles, camp kettles, mess 
pans, bed sacks, medicines, surgical instruments, hospital stores, and all other articles required for the public ser- 
vice of the army of the United States, excepting only such as are directed to be purchased by the Quartermaster 
General’s Department. 

2d. The articles, so purchased as aforesaid, shall (such as may require it) be carefully packed, and all be deli- 
vered over, by the Commissary General, or by his deputies, to an officer of the Quartermaster General’s Department, 
for transportation to the places of their destination and use; and all parcels so packed shall be legibly marked with 
the name of the place or places whither they are to be sent, and that of the detachment or corps for which they are 
intended, accompanied by an invoice of the articles contained in the said parcels. 

sd. The Commissary General of Purchases, and his deputies, shall severally make and transmit monthly sum- 
mary statements to the Secretary of War, and quarterly accounts of the serdiaen and deliveries made by them, 
respectively, to the Accountant of the War Department, with the necessary vouchers, and agreeably to the forms 
which shall be prescribed by the Treasury Department. 


Returns of Clothing, §c. 
lo enable the War Department to furnish the orders and estimates as provided by the foregoing regulation, each 
regimental Quartermaster shall make and transmit, on or before the first day of December in each year, an estimate, 
countersigned by the commanding officer of the regiment, of all such clothing, arms, accoutrements, equipments, 
and camp equipage, as may be necessary for the supply of the regiment, for the ensuing year; with a return of the 
articles on hand, and a report of the condition in mo | they are. 
Jury 9, 1813. 


{n the returns for clothing, one column shall represent what is due to the detachment or regiment, one what is 
actually wanted, and a third, the articles, if any, on hand, and in the custody of some officer of the detachment or 


regiment. 
These returns shall be signed by the regimental Quartermaster, or officer doing that duty, and countersigned by 


the officer commanding regiments or corps. 

pon returns thus made, the Commissary of Issues will furnish such articles, and in such proportions, as the 
siate of the public stores will permit. 

No return will be made but for the clothing of men actually present. 


DUTIES OF TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS AND THEIR ASSISTANTS. 


To make such surveys, and exhibit such delineation of these, as the commanding General shall direct; to make 
plans of all military positions (which the army may occupy) and of their respective vicinities, indicating the various 
roads, rivers, creeks, ravines, hiils.Jwoods, and villages to be found therein; to accompany all reconnoitering parties 
sent out to obtain intelligence of the movements of the enemy, or of his positions, &c.; to make sketches of their 
route, accompanied by written notices of every thing worthy of observation thereon; to keep a journal of every 
day’s movement, when the army is in march, noticing the varieties of ground, of buildings, of culture, and the dis- 
tances and state of the roads, between given points, throughout the march of the day; and, lastly, to exhibit the re- 
lative positions of the contending armies on fields of battle, and the dispositions made, whether for attack or de- 


fence. 
HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


it shall be the duty of the Physician and Surgeon General to prescribe rules for the government of the hospitals of 
the army; to see these enforced; to appoint stewards and nurses; to call for and receive returns of medicines, sur- 
gical instruments, and hospital stores; to authorize and regulate the supply of regimental medicine chests; to make 
out general half-yearly returns of these, and of the sick, (in hospitals) to the War Department, and yearly estimates 


of what may be wanted for the supply of the army. ; ; : 
lhe Apothecary General shal! assist the Physician and Surgeon General, in the discharge of the above mentioned 


duties, and shall receive and obey his orders in relation thereto. 
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MISCELLANEOUS RULES, 


Each Major General will appoint his Aids-de-camp. Each Brigadier General will appoint his Brigade Major 
and Aid-de-camp. No Aid-de-camp shall be taken from a rank higher than that of a subaltern. 

No officer shall be permitted to hold two staffappointments at the same time. 

No surgeon of the army shall be engaged in private practice. 

No officer, commissioned or non-commissioned, shall be the agent of a contractor. 

Quartermasters of regiments, or of corps, will cause the company provision returns to be consolidated and car- 
ried to the commanding officers of regiments, and of detachments, or brigades, for their signatures. Abstracts of 
these. furnished and presented by the contractors, will be signed by officers commanding brigades, (or separate 
posts) and will thus become vouchers for the contractors. 

No furlough shall be given during a campaign; nor any but by the General commanding the district or army, and 
for the cause of disability, which disability shall be certified by a regimental or hospital surgeon. 

Furloughs shall, beside expressing the term of time granted to absentees, express, also, an order to join the regi- 
ment, post, or garrison, to which they nom Pang 

No order shall be given to officers seeking a furlough for their own convenience, which shall have the effect of 
entitling them to an allowance for transportation of baggage. 

All discharges given to soldiers by generals commanding separate detachments, shall specify the causes of dis- 
charge. 

All officers, whatever may be their rank, passing through a garrison town, or established military post, shall re- 
port their arrival at such town, or post, to the commanding officer, by written notice, if the officer arriving be elder 
in rank, and personally, if he be younger in rank than the officer commanding. 

All officers arriving at the seat of Government, will, in like manner, report to the Adjutant and Inspector 
General. 


REGULATION OF NOVEMBER 1, 1808. 


Officers of the cavalry will be allowed money in lieu of forage, under the rule which governs in the allowance to 
ofticers of other corps, to wit, twelve dollars to a Colonel, eleven dollars to a Lieutenant Colonel, &c. 


Captains and subalterns of that corps are not to be allowed forage. or money in lieu thereof. until ordered to be 
mounted. 


MILITARY DISTRICTS. 


May 1, 1813. 
The United States have been divided into nine, as follows, viz: 

Massachusetts and New Hampshire, - : - - No. 1. 
Rhode Island and Connecticut, - - . . - No. 2. 
New York, from the sea to the Highlands, and New Jersey, excepting that part of the State which 

furnishes the first division of militia, - - - - - No. 3. 
That part of New Jersey excepted above, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. - - No. 4. 
Mersland and Virginia, - - - - - - No. 5. 
The two Carolinas and Georgia, —- - - - - No. 6. 
Louisiana, the Mississippi territory, and Tennessee, - - : . No. 7. 
Kentucky and Ohio, and the territories of Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Missouri, - No. 8. 
New York, North of the Highlands, and Vermont. - - - - No. 9. 


RULES WITH REGARD TO RECRUITING. 


Each military district of the United States shall form a recruiting district, within which shall be established one 
principal rendezvous, and such minor depots for recruits as may be prescribed by the general or other officer com- 
manding, who shall superintend and direct the recruiting service, within such district, either by himself, or by 
some officer whom he shall designate for that purpose, and whom the Secretary of War shall approve. 

The Commissary General of Purchases will cause to be deposited at the principal rendezvous in each district, a 
sufficient quantity of clothing, arms, accoutrements, ammunition, camp equipage, and medicine, for the several! 
corps to be recruited therein; and that there shall at no time be a deficiency of any of these articles, the superin- 
tending officer shall give notice to the Commissary General of the articles received, delivered, and on hand, and at 
what time a further supply will be necessary. 

The superintendent will be held strictly responsible for the good conduct, order, and discipline, of the parties 
within his district, and will transmit weekly returns, showing the name, rank, regiment, and station, of every offi- 
cer employed therein, on the recruiting service, the strength of their parties, and the alterations since the last re- 
turn; and he will use every possible exertion to promote the said service, by visiting the different rendezvous within 
his district, and by directing his recruiting officers to places where they are known, or to such as promise most suc- 
cess. It shall be his further duty to report to the War Department all commissioned and non-commissioned offi- 
cers who may be incapable, or negligent, or unsuccessful, in the discharge of their functions. 

Recruiting officers will receive money, &c. for their recruits, from the superintending officer of the district, for 
which they will give the proper duplicate receipts, and be held accountable. They will transmit to him a statement 
of their accounts weekly, showing the amount of money, clothing, &c. received and distributed, and the balance 
remaining on hand. ; 

All the recruiting officers within the district shall report weekly to the superintendent, the strength of their 
parties, the names of their recruits, and the description of their persons, respectively, and shall detach these to the 
general rendezvous. where they shall be embodied and organized into squads or companies, for the purposes of dis- 
cipline. 

P Soldiers enlisted by the officers of any particular regiment shall be given over to that regiment, nor shall any 
transfer of soldiers from one corps to another be made, without the assent of the officers commanding both corps, or 
by the orders of the War Department. When a recruiting officer shall send a party of recruits to the principal 
rendezvous, he will transmit to the commanding officer an exact statement of each man’s account, as respects cloth- 
ing, subsistence, bounty, and pay: and a like statement must accompauy every man sent to the regiment, to be 
entered in the books of the company for which he enlisted. No person shall be received as a recruit, who has sore 
legs, scurvy, scald head, ruptures, or other infirmities. Healthy, active boys, between fourteen and eighteen 
years of age, may be enlisted for musicians; and whenever the recruit, who is under age, shall have a parent, guar- 
dian, or master, his consent shall be obtained, and accompany the enlistment. The recruiting officer shall be ac- 
— fur any loss which the United States would otherwise sustain by enlisting recruits of either of the above 

escriptions. 

When a recruit is rejected, his clothing, if delivered, and the bounty or pay advanced to him, shall be returned: 
for which the recruiting officer will be held accountable. ; _ 

No party shall be detached on the recruiting service, unaccompanied by a commissioned officer, unless by fr 
cial permission of the superintendent. As soon as convenient, and within six days at furthest, from the time of his 
enlistment, every recruit is to be brought before a magistrate, and take and subscribe the necessary oath, agreeably 
to the 10th article of the rules and articles of war. No objection is to be made to a recruit for want of size, pro- 
vided he be strong, active, well made, and healthy. If any recruit, after having received the bounty, or a part of it, 
shall abscond, he is to be pursued, and punished as a deserter. 
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Every officer engaged in the recruiting service, at posts where there shall be no Quartermaster, will procure the 
necessary transportation, forage, fuel, straw, and stationary, taking the requisite vouchers. ; 

Recruiting officers shall, as far as practicable, be furnished with drums and fifes, from their regiments; where 
this may be impossible, and musicians have not been enlisted, they are authorized to engage a drummer and fifer, 
at a rate not exceeding fifteen dollars per month, and one ration per day each. 

When medical or surgical aid is required by a recruiting party, if no surgeon or mate of the army be at or near 
the post, the senior officer shall have authority to obtain such by special agreement in writing, under the following 
rules, viz: . 

For any number of sick, not more than thirty, the rate of compensation shall not exceed the pay and emolument 
of a surgeon’s mate of the army, exclusive of medicine. In any other case it shall not exceed those of a regimental 
surgeon. 

‘All communications relating to the recruiting service shall be addressed to ** The Adjutant and Inspector Ge- 
neral’s Office, War Department.” 


MILITARY DISTRICTS. 


Each regiment shall furnish a recruiting party or parties, to be expedited to the military districts, according to the 
following arrangement, viz: 


The 4th infantry, 
The 9th infantry, and 
The 21st infantry. 


‘Two companies of the light artillery, 
District, No. 1. 3 Three troops of the 2d light dragoons, 
One battalion of the 1st artillery, 





bad 


fone troop of the 2d light dragoons, | The 25th infantry. 


District, No. One battalion of the Ist artillery, and 


Two companies of light artillery , The 6th infantry, and 
District, No. 3. + Two troops of the 2d light dragoons, The 15th infantry. 

Two battalions of the 3d artillery, 

Two companies of light artillery, | The 5th infantry, 
District, No. 4. Two troops of the 2d light dragoons, The 16th infantry, and 


One battalion of the 2d artillery, | The 22d infantry. 
The 3d infantry, 


District, No. One troop of the ist light dragoons, The 14th infantry, and 


One and a half battalion of the 2d artillery, The 20th infantry. 


uo 


5 Two companies of light artillery, | The 12th infantry, 


S 


District, No. One battalion of the Ist artillery, The 18th infantry. 


; Two troops of the Ist light dragoons, | The 10th infantry, and 
The 8th infantry, 


Two troops of the Ist light dragoons, The 7th infantry, 
District, No. 7. ; One battalion of the Ist artillery, The 24th infantry, and 
The 2d infantry, Three companies of riflemen. 
( Two companies of light artillery, The 17th infantry, 
District, No é Three —_— of the Ist light dragoons, The 19th infantry, and 
yar +N One and a half battalions of the 2d artillery, Four companies of riflemen. 


LThe Ist infantry, 





T-vo troops of the 2d light dragoons, The 13th infantry, 
District, No. 9. 4+ Two battalions of the 3d artillery, The 23d infantry, and 
The 11th infantry, Three companies of riflemen. 


RULES WITH REGARD TO MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 


ist. All militia detachments for the service of the United States must be made under the requisition of some 
officer of the United States, (to be hereafter authorized to make such requisition) on the Executive authority of the 
State, or of the territory from which the detachments shall be drawn. a 

2d. In these requisitions shall be expressed the number of privates, non-commissioned and commissioned officers 
required; which shall be in the same proportions to each other as obtain in the regular army. The looser method of 
requiring regiments or brigades will be discontinued. 

3d. So soon as one hundred privates, eleven non-commissioned, and five commissioned officers, shall have been 
organized as a company, under any requisition as aforesaid, they will be mustered and inspected by an Inspector 
General, or his assistant, or some other officer of the army of the United States, thereto specially appointed; upon 
whose rolls and reports they wili be entitled to pay, &c. 

ith. It shall be the duty of the officer so mustering and inspecting militia detachments, to make immediate report 
thereof to the War Department; and 

5th. Payment will be made through the regimental paymaster, in all cases in which the corps shall be organized 
as a regiment; and in all cases it which it shall fall short of the number necessary to that organization, by the Pay- 
master accompanying the army or division to which it may belong. 


CHANGES IN THE UNIFORM OF THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The coat of the infantry and artillery shall be uniformly blue. No red collars or cuffs, and no lace, shall be 
worn by any grade, excepting in epaulettes and sword knots. - 

All officers will wear coats of the length of those worn by field officers. Ali the rank and file will wear coatees. 
The button holes of these will be trimmed with tape on the collar only. Leather caps will be substituted for felt, 
and worsted or cotton pompons for feathers. 
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General officers, and all others of the general staff, not otherwise directed, shall wear cocked hats, without fea- 
thers: gilt bullet buttons; and button holes in the herring-bone form. 

The epaulettes of Major Generals will have, on the gold ground of each strap, two silvered stars. 

The epaulettes of Brigadiers will have, on each strap, one star. 

The uniform of the physician and surgeon, and apothecary generals, and hospital surgeons and mates, shall be 
black; the coats with standing collars, and, on each side of the collar, a star of embroidery, within half an inch of 


the front edge. _ ; P , 
lhe rules, with respect to undress, are dispensed with; excepting that cockades must always be worn. 


Of the General Staff. 


The. Coat—Single breasted, with ten buttons, and button holes worked with blue twist, in front, five inches long 
at the top and three at the bottom. The standing collar to rise to the tip of the ear, which will determine its width. 
The cutts, not less than three and a half nor more than four inches wide. The skirts faced with blue, the bottom 
of each not more than seven, nor less than three and a half, inches wide; the length to reach to the bend of the 
knee. The bottom of the breast and two hip buttons to range. 

. On the collar one blind hole, five inches long, with a button on each side. 

2. The blind holes on each side of the front, in the herring-bone form, to be in the same direction with the collar. 
from the top to the bottom. 

3. Blind holes (in the like form) to proceed from four buttons, placed lengthwise, on each skirt. A gilt star, on 

the centre of the bottom, two inches from the edge. 

The cuffs, to be indented within one and a half inch of the edge, with four buttons lengthwise on each sleeve, 

and holes to the three upper buttons, corresponding with the indention of the cuff, on the centre of which is 

to be inserted the lower button. 

5. All general officers will be permitted to embroider the button holes. ‘The Commissary General of Ordnance, 

the Adjutants, Inspectors, and Quartermasters General, and the Commissary General of Purchases, will be 

permitted to embroider the button holes of the collar only. 

Vest, breeches, and pantaloons—White (or buff for general officers)—blue pantaloons may be worn in the win- 
ter, and nankeen in the summer. Vests single breasted, without pocket flaps. 

1. Breeches, or pantaloons, with four buttons on the knee, and gilt knee buckles. 

2. High military boots and gilt spurs. 

Black stock—of leather or silk. 

Chapeaux—of the following form: the fan not less than six and a half, nor more than nine inches high in the rear, 

nor less than fifteen, nor more than seventeen and a half inches from point to point, bound round the edge 
with black binding half an inch wide. 


1. Button and loop, black. 
2. Cockade, the same, four and a half inches diameter, with a gold eagle in the centre. 


Swords—Yellow mounted, with a black, or yellow, gripe. For the officers of the Adjutant, Inspector, and 
Quartermaster General’s departments, sabres; for all others, straight swords. 

Waist Belts—of black leather. No sashes. 

Epaulettes—of gold; according to rank. 

Notre.—Oflicers of the corps of engineers will wear the uniform already established for that corps. 

The dress of the hospital staff will conform, as to fashion, to the uniform of the staff, except that they will wear 
pocket flaps, and buttons placed across the cuffs, four to each, and covered buttons in all instances, of the color of 


the coat, (black.) _ ; ere : ; . ; ; aS 
Officers of the line appointed to a staff station, which confers no additional rank, will wear the uniform of their 


rank in the line, with high boots and spurs. 


Of the Artillery. 


Coat—of the same general description with that of the staffs and ; ; 
1. Pocket flaps, cross indented below, not less than two and a half nor more than three inches wide, with four 


buttons and blind holes; two buttons at the opening of the pocket of each skirt; and a diamond of blue cloth, 
ornamented one and a quarter inch on each side, the centre two inches from the bottom of the coat. 
2. The blind holes on either side of the front, with the coat buttoned close to the collar, accurately to form lines 
with the corresponding ones opposite, from the top to the bottom, i. e. not to represent herring-bone. 
The cuffs, with four blind holes, extending from four buttons placed across on each. 
. Two blind holes on the collar, five inches long, with two buttons on each side. 
Gilt buttons of the size and insignia furnished the Commissary General of Purchases, from the War Depart- 


OO te 


ment. 
Vests, breeches, and pantaloons—for the field and staff, the same as those described for the general staff: and 
vests and pantaloons, for the officers of the line, the same, except the first and second particular articles. 
Stocks and Chapeaux—of the same general description with those of the general staff: 


1. Button and loop of the chapeau, yellow. ; aor 
2. Black cockade of leather, four and a half inches diameter, with a gold eagle in the centre. A white feather to 


rise eight inches; that of the adjutant, white and red. 
Swords—cut and thrust, yellow mounted; with a black or yellow gripe. 
Waist Belts—of white leather. 
Sashes—to be worn only on a tour of duty, and round the waist. 
Epaulettes—of gold (bullion and strap) according to rank. The Adjutant, Quartermaster, and Paymaster, to 


wear a counter strap on the opposite shoulder. ; 
The surgeons and mates, to include garrison surgeons and mates, will wear the same uniform except the cape, 


which is of black velvet; the plume black. 


Of the Infantry. 


The same as that pointed out for the officers of artillery, with the following exceptions: 
The sword of the sabre form, and with mounting of silver, or plated. For the medical staff, small swords. 


Epaulettes, buttons, spurs, buckles, and trimmings, silver or plated; and caps may be worn on duty. 
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Schedule of the monthly compensation of the Troops of the United States, agreeably to the several acts of Congress 
in force on the 1st of April, 1813. 















































Forage by No.| Subsistence 
RANK OR GRADE. Pay. of horses. for Rations per REMARKS. 
| day. 

Major General, - - - | $200 00 7 15 
Secretary to the general command- | 

ing the army of the United States, | 24 00 2 ~ In addition to comp. in the line. 
Aid-de-camp to a major general, - | 24 00 2 4 
Brigadier General, - “ - | 104 00 | 5 12 
Aid -de-camp to a brigadier general, | 20 00 | 2 - Do. do. do. 
Brigade Major, - - : 24 00 2 - Do. do. do. 
Brigade Chaplain, - - - | 50 00 2 4 
Judge Advocate, = - “ on 50 00 2 4 
Adjutant and ~— angel General, - | 104 00 5 12 
Adjutant General, - - - | 90 00 | 5 6 
Assistant do. do. - - | 60 00 | 4 4 
Inspector General, - - - | 75 00 | 4 6 
Assistant Inspector General, - 60 00 4 4 
Quartermaster General, —- - 75 00 4 6 
Deputy Quartermaster General, —- 60 00 4 4 
Assistant Dep. do. do. - | 40 00 | - 3 
Topographical Engineer, ~_ - | 60 00 4 4 
Assistant ‘Topographical Engineer, | 40 00 3 
Paymaster of the Army, = - - | 120 00 | 
Deputy Paymaster General, - | 50 00 | o - In addition to comp. in the line. 
Assistant Deputy Paymaster Gen. 30 00 ” - 0. do. do. 
District Paymaster, * - - 50 00 | 3 4 When not from the line. 
Assistant Paymaster, - - 10 00 | . - In addition to comp. in the line. 
Regimental! Paymaster,{ = - - 10 00 2 - Do. do. do. 
Regimental Quartermaster, - 10 00 2 . Do. do. do. 
Regimental Adjutant, - - 10 00 2 - Do. do. do. 
Principal Wagon Master, - - 40 00 1 3 
Wagonmaster, - : - 20 00 1 2 
Principal Foragemaster, = - - 40 00 2 3 
Assistant Foragemaster, = - - 30 00 1 2 
Sonductor of Artillery, = - : 30 00 : 2 
Principal Barrackmaster, - - 40 00 Q 3 
Deputy Barrackmaster, = - - 30 00 ] 2 
Superintendent of Artificers, | - 45 00 1 3 
Assistant Superintend’t of Artificers, 30 00 “ 2 
Master Artificers, - - - 30 00 . Heack - — 
Artificers of the corps of that name, 16 00 : — Rations in kind only. 
Special Commissary of Purchases, - 60 00 4 4 
Commissary General of Ordnance, 75 00 4 6 
Assistant Commissary do. do. - 50 00 3 7 
Deputy Commissary of Ordnance, - 40 00 1 5 
Assistant do. do. do. - 30 00 2 
Wheelwrights, carriage makers and Rations re- | 

blacksmiths, - : -| 16 oof : ceivable in i Of the ordnance department. 
Laborers, - - “ : 9 00 - kind only. 
Commissary General, - - | ~ - ‘ | $3,000 per annum. 
Superintendent, —- - - | - : | 3,000 do. 
Physician and Surgeon General, - | - ° . | 2,500 do. 
Apothecary General, - - | . . . 1,800 do. 
Hospital Surgeon, - - ~ | 75 00 2 6 
Hospital Surgeon’s Mate, - - 40 00 2 2 
Hospital Stewards, - - - 20 00 - 2 
Wardmasters, ~ - - 16 60 2 
Surgeons, - - - - 15 00 2 : 
Surgeons’ Mates, - - - 30 00 2 2 
Professor of natural and experimen- a) 

tal philosophy, = - : - 60 00 3 5 | 
Assistant — do. do do - 40 00 - 3 Of the corps of engineers only. 
Professor of mathematics, - - 50 00 3 4 
Assistant do. do - : 40 00 - 3 pb 
Professor of the art of engineer- 

ing, - - - - 50 00 3 4 
Assistant do. do. - - 40 00 . 3 , beasts 
‘Teacher of the French language, - 40 00 | : 3 Of the corps of engineers only. 
Teacher of drawing, - - 40 00 | . 3 J 
Cadet, . . . : 16 00 | ; 2 
Colonel (except of cavalry) - 75 00 4 6 
Lieutenant Colonel, do. do. - 60 00 3 5 
es (except —) - - 50 00 | 3 1 > 
‘aptain, (except cavalry) - - 40 00 - i , F 
Firat Tr ceteeet < es cS . 30 00 i ; | And forage for the light artillery, 
Second Lieut..do. do. - 7 25 00 ; 9 r when mounted, the same as for 
Third Lieut., do. do. - : 23 00 ° 2 light dragoons. 
Ensign, - - - - 20 00 a ) J 








* When taken from the line, thirty dollars, (in addition) provided it does not exceed the pay, &c. of a Major. 
} Of the first artillery, and first and second infantry, forty dollars per day and three rations. 
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SCHEDULE—Continued. 














; 7 =—— 
Forage by No. Subsistence 


RANK OR GRADE. Pay. of horses. or rations 


REMARKS. 
per day. 








‘Sergeant Major, - . . $ 12 00 - . > 
*Quartermaster Sergeant, - - 12 00 - . 
*Sergeant, - ° : - 11 00 - - 
*Principal Musician, : - 11 00 - - 
*Corporal, - . - - 10 00 - " 
“Musician, - : hy . 9 00 . : | \. Pay during the continuance of the 
*Private, driver, bombardier, ma- - . - r present war. 
tross, sapper and miner, . 8 00 : . 
* Artificer, saddler, farrier, & black - - - - 


smith, not attached to the Quarter- - - - 
master General’s and Ordnance 








department, - - - 13 00 - . \J 
Colonel of cavalry - - 90 00 5 0 1) 
Lieutenant Colonel cavalry, - 75 00 4 5 : oe . 
Major, 2 de. - . 60 00 4 | 4 | Provided they furnish their own 
Captain, i do. . . 50 00 3 3 horses and accoutrements, and 
First Lieutenant, do - - 33 33 2 | 2 actually keep in service the 
Second Lieutenant, do. - . 33 33 9 | 2 | > aforesaid number of horses, to 
rhird Lieutenant, do. - - 30 00 2 2 entitle them to their forage, or 
Cornet. . do. - . 26 66 2 2 an equivalent in money, at eight 
Riding Master, do. - - 26 66 2 2 dollars per horse. 
Master of the sword, do. —- : 26 66 2 2 a 











* Annual suits of clothing and rations receivable in kind only. 

















RANK OR GRADE. PAY. REMARKS. 
| 
! 
: ia 7 " ‘ . . : 
Non-commissioned officers and pri- | $1 per day each; 75 cents per day | To furnish their own rations, arms, 
vates of the companies of rangers. | without horses. equipments, and horses. 








Women (in the proportion of one to every seventeen men) a ration in kind, also to matrons and nurses allowed 
in hospitals. 


Nore.—Though forage may be allowed for the number of horses noted, yet money, in lieu thereof, cannot. A 
distinction should therefore be drawn; say forage money for one horse only, to all those of the staff, who have not 
been entitled, heretofore, to more than ten dollars per month. The Brigade Major, aid to a Brigadier, and Adju- 
tant, are expressly limited to that. The allowance of forage in kind, hay, oats, and corn, may be made to as many 
norses in actual service as the War Department directs. 

Commanding officers of separate posts additional rations, at the discretion of the President. 

Officers who actually keep waiters not of the army, are allowed to draw money in lieu of subsistence; and agreea- 
vly to the act of the 12th of April, 1808, it will_be estimated at twenty cents per ration. 

Major Generals are entitled to six waiters; Brigadier Generals, four; Colonels, three; Lieutenant Colonels, Ma- 
jors, and Hospital Surgeons, two; and all other commissioned officers, one each. 

The vouchers required for charges under this allowance, and the provisions of the act of the 6th July, 1812, will 
pe the certificate of the officer that he actually employed and kept in service the number of waiters charged, not of 
the army; and that he did not, during the term so charged, keep or employ as waiters or servants, soldiers from the 
line of the army. 


CLOTHING. 


Cost of an annual suit of each description, calculated at the present prices of clothes, §c. 

















Dolls. Cts. | Dolls. Cts. 
7 : | 
Infantry Clothing. 
Coat. . - . . . . . -| 6243 
Cap, : . . . “ : ej A 873 
Vest, - - - - - - - . - | 2 08 
Overalls, linen, two pair, at 924 cts. each, - - - - - | 1 85 
Ditto woollen, two pair at $2 773 cents, - . - . - | 5 554 
Frock, - - - - - o e o = 1 573 
Trowsers, - - - - - - : - | 115 
Gaiters, - - - - - . . . o | 283 
Shirts, four, at $1 42 cents each, - - - - - - of 68 
Stockings, two pair, at 54 cents each, - - - - - $1 08 | 
Socks, two pair, at 10 cents, - - - - ° ° 20 | 
Shoes, four pair, at 98 do. - - - - - - 392 | 
Blanket, - . - - . ° ‘ - 300 
Stock and clasps. - - - . . ‘ : 143 
Cockade and eagle. = - - : ° a : : 083 
8 43 
Feather. : - - - - . . : é 35 
Privates, - . - - - - ° . 34 073 
Musicians, - - - - . - ° 35 953 
Sergeants, : : - - - - - - 37 473 











—_—-—— 
—— 
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CLOTHING—Continued. 









































Dolls. Cts. | Dolls. Cts, 
Old Artillery Clothing. 
Hat, - - : e . “ - . ° 1 00 
Coat, - - - - - ~ - - - 6 647 
Vest, - - - . - - - - - 2 08 
Overalls, linen, two pair, at 923 cents, - . . - - : 1 85 
Ditto, woollen, two pair, at $2 777 cents, - - - - - 5 553 
Frock $1 573 cents, trowsers, $1 15 cents, gaiters, 287 cents, - - - 3 012 
Shirts, four, at $1 42 cents, - - - 5 68 
Stockings, socks, shoes, blanket, stock and clasp, and cockade. and eagle, - - 8 43 
Plume, - - - . - - - - - 15 
Privates, - - - - - - - - 34 41. 
Musicians, - - - - - - - - 36 44 
Sergeants, : “ - - - - - 37 85 
Dragoon Clothing. 
Cap, - ° : - : ° - : - 2 50 
Coatee, - - - - - - - - - 5 963 
Vest, - - - - - - - - 2 08 
Overalls, linen, two pair, at 923 cents, - - - - - - 1 85 
Ditto, woollen, two pair, at $2 777 cents, - - - - - 5 554 
Frock, $1 573 cents, trowsers, $1 15 cents, gaiters, 287 cents, .” - . 3 017 
Shirts, four, at $1 42 cents, - - 5 68 
Stockings, socks, shoes, blanket, stuck and clasp, and cockade and eagle, - - 6 47 
Plume (say feather) = - - - - - - . - 35 
= ~ agg boots, - - - ~ - - - - 6 00 
- ~ . - - - - - 13 75 
Privates, - - - - - - - : 53 22 
Musicians, - - . - - “ - - 55 09% 
’ Sergeants, . - - - - . - - 57 16 
Light Artillery Clothing. 
Cap, - - - - - . - - - 1 00 
Coat, - - . - - - - - 6 212 
Vest, - - - - - - - - 2 08 
Overalls, linen, two pair, at 923 cents, - - - - - - 1 85 
Ditto, woollen, 2 pair at $2 777 cents, - - ~ - - - 5 554 
Frock, $1 57} cents; trowsers, $1 15 centss gaiters, 287 cents, - . - 3 O1f 
Shirts, four, at $1 42 cents, - - - - 5 68 - 
Stockings, socks, shoes, blanket, stock and clasp, and cockade and eagle, - - 8 43 
Feather, . - . - - - - - - 35 
Privates, - - - - - ° ° « 34 18 
Musicians, - - - - - - - - 36 05 
Sergeants, - - - - - - - - 37 59 
Rifle Clothing. 
Cap, - - - - - - - - - 1 50 
Coat, - -“ - - - - - - - 6 217 
Vest, - - - - : - - 2 08 
Green overalls, fringed, ‘two pair, ‘at $2 74 - - - - - 5 543 
Woollen, do. two pair, at $2 777 - - - . - 5 55 
Rifle frock, - - - - - - -. - 2 63 
Shirts, four, at $1 42 cents, - - - - - 5 68 
Stockings, socks, shoes, blanket, stock and clasp, and cockade and eagle, - - 8 43 
Feather, - - - - - - - - - 35 
Privates, - - - - - - - - 37 98} 
Musicians, - - - - - - - - 39 85 
Sergeants, - - - - - - - - 41 77 

















Nore.—The price of the corporal’s clothing is the same as that of the privates of the respective corps to 
which they may belong. 


56 m 
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Pay and Subsistence allowed in the Navy of the United States to Officers, and Petty Officers. 




















Pay per | Rations per 
month. | day. 
RANK OR STATION. | 
Dollars. | Number. 
Captain of a vessel of thirty-two guns and upwards, - - - - 100 5 
Captain of a vessel of twenty and under thirty-two guns, - - - - 75 | 6 
Master commandant, - - - . . ‘ “ 60 | 5 
Lieutenant, - - - - . - - - - 40 3 
Lieutenant commanding, - - - - - - - 50 | 4 
Chaplain, - - . . . a . ‘ 40 9 
Surgeon, ° . . ° ‘ , ‘ : . 50 9 
Surgeon’s mate, - - - - . . , . 30 | 2 
Master, - - . . . . . : ‘ 40 2 
Purser, - - - ~ - - - - 40 2 
Boatswain, - - - - . . . - ° 20 2 
Gunner, : - . - . . . “ - 20 2 
Sailmaker, — - - - . . . : . : 20 2 
Carpenter, - - ° ” - . ‘ ? 20 2 
Mi shipman, ; ° . - ' ‘ : 7 19 1 
Master’s mate, . : ‘ ‘ a : : 20 , 
Captain’s clerk, - . . . . ; , ‘ 25 , 
Boatswain’s mate, - - . : . . . » 19 l 
Cockswain, - - - . : ‘ : : 18 1 
Yeoman of the gun room, - - : . ; i 18 I 
ee Gunner, - - - - . . ‘ . 18 1 
uartermaster, : - n “ . ‘ . . 18 , 
Carpenter’s mate, - - : : ‘ . 19 1 
Armorer, . - - - - . . ~ é 18 " 
Steward, —- - - . ° ‘ . ’ " 18 , 
Cooper, - - - - - - “ F ‘ 18 1 
Master-at-arms, - . . ‘ . . , 18 , 
Cook, : . : - - - . . 18 1 

















Nore.— Whenever any officer shall be employed in the command of a squadron on separate service, the allow- 
ance of rations shall be double during the continuance of such command and no longer; except in the case of the 
commanding officer of the navy, whose allowance, while in service, shall always be at the rate of sixteen rations 


per day, agreeably to an act of Congress passed the 25th February, 1799. 





No. 126. [2d Sesston. 


13th Coneress. } 


THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 14, 1814. 


Mr. Tay or, from the Committee for Revising Militia Laws, to whom was referred a resolution instructing an 
inquiry into the expediency of so amending the laws of the United States that the militia called out under their 
authority may not be compelled to serve more than three months for a tour of duty, reported: 

That, by the 4th section of the act to provide for calling forth the militia to suppress insurrections and repel 
invasions, &c. passed February 28, 1795, the service of the militia is limited to a term not exceeding three months 
in any one year, after their arrival at the place of rendezvous. By the 3d section of the act to authorize a detach- 
ment from the militia of the United States, passed April 10, 1812, the militia may be compelled to serve not exceed- 
ing six months. The last mentioned act will have expired at the end of two years from its passage. These are the 
only acts in force to authorize calling out the militia into actual service. When such call is made under the act of 
1795, to repel either actual or threatened invasion, the service is limited to the term contemplated by the resolution. 
But, in case a detachment is required for more distant service, the term of three months would often be inadequate 
to effect any valuable purpose. The committee, therefore, submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That it is inexpedient to limit the service of the militia called out under the authority of the United 


States to a term not exceeding three months. 
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13th Concress-] No. 127. (2d_Session. 


CAUSES OF THE FAILURE OF THE ARMY ON THE NORTHERN FRONTIER. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 2, 1814. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit to the House of Representatives a report of the Secretary of War, complying with their resolution of 


the 31st of December last. 
JAMES MADISON. 


January 31st, 1814. 


War Department, January 25, 1814. 
Sir: 
In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 31st of December last pemneeing, 
such information (not improper to be communicated) as may tend to explain the causes of the failure of the arms o 
the United States on the Northern frontier, I have the honor to submit the following documents, and to offer to you, 
sir, the assurance of the very high respect with which I am, 
oa most obedient and very humble servant, 
The PresipEnr. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND MAJOR GENERAL DEARBORN, &c. 


Note presented to the Cabinet, on the 8th February, 1813, by the Secretary of War. 


The enemy’s force at Montreal and its dependencies has been stated at 16,000 effectives. It more probably 
does not exceed 10 or 12,000. The militia part of it may amount to one sixth of the whole. Is it probable that we 
shall be able to open the campaign on Lake Champlain, with a force competent to meet and dislodge this army be- 
fore the 15th of May ? I put the question on this date, because it is not to be doubted but that the enemy will then 
be reinforced, and, of course, that new relations, in point of strength, will be established between us. Our present 
regular force, on both sides of Lake Champlain, does not exceed 2,400 men. The addition made to it must, necessa- 
rily, consist of recruits, who, for a time, will not be better than militia; and when we consider that the recruiting 
service is but beginning, and that we now approach the middle of February, the conclusion is, I think, safe, that we 
cannot move in this direction, and thus early, (say Ist of May,) with effect. 

It then remains to choose between a course of entire inaction, because incompetent to the main attack, or one 
having a secondary, but still an important object; such would be the reduction of that part of Upper Canada lyin, 
between the town of Prescott, on the St. Lawrence and Lake Erie, including the towns of Kingston and York, an 


the Forts George and Erie. 
On this line of frontier the enemy have, 





At Prescott, = - - - : - . » 300 
At Kingston, -_ - - . - . . 600 
At George and Erie, &c. —- - - . . . 1,200 
Making a total (of regular troops) of —- - - - ‘ 2,109 








Kingston and Prescott, and the destruction of the British_ships at the former, would present the first object; 
York, and the frigates said to be building there, the second; George and Erie, the third. 
The force to be employed on this service should not be less than 6,000 effective regular troops, because, in this 
first enterprise of a second campaign, nothing must, if possible, be left to chance. 
The time for giving execution to this plan is clearly indicated by the following facts: 
Ist. The river St. Lawrence is not open to the purposes of navigation before the 15th of May; and 
2d. Lake Ontario is free from all obstruction, arising from ice, by the 1st day of April. 
Under these circumstances we shall have six weeks for the expedition before it be possible for Sir George Prevost 


to give it any disturbance. / . 
Should this outline be approved, the details for the service can be made and expedited in forty-eight hours. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General Dearborn, dated 
War Department, February 10, 1813. 


“ I have the President’s orders to communicate to you, as expeditiously as possible, the outline of a campaign 

which you will immediately institute and pursue, against Upper Canada: a 

** Ist. 4,000 troops will be assembled at Sackett’s Harbor. 

*¢ 2d. 3,000 will be brought together at Buffalo and its vicinity. 

© 3d. The former of these corps will be embarked and transported, under convoy of the fleet, to Kingst 
where they will be landed. Kingston, its garrison, and the British ships wintering in the harbor of that place, will 
be its first object. Its second object will be York, (the capital of Upper Canada) the stores collected, and the two 
frigates building there. Its third object, Forts George and Erie, and their dependencies. In the attainment of this 
last, there will be a co-operation between the two corps. ‘The composition of these will be as follows: 





lst. Bloomfield’s brigade, - . « F s . 1,436 
2d. Chandler’s do. - - - . ‘ - 1044 
3d. Philadelphia detachmeat, = - - . . ‘ : 400 
4th. Baltimore do. - - ° P ‘ i 300 
5th. Carlisle do. - - “ . . . 200 
6th. Greenbush do. - - ° ‘ . ‘i 400 
7th. Sackett’s Harbor do. - - - : i 250 
, 4,030 
8th. Several corps at Buffalo, under the command of Colonel Porter, and the recruits belong- 
‘a o - ” > 3,000 


ing thereto, - - 





Total, 7,030 


_ 
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** The éime for executing the enterprise will be governed by the opening of Lake Ontario, which usually takes 
place about the first of April. 

** The Adjutant General has orders to put the more Southern detachments in march as expeditiously as possible. 
The two brigades on Lake a will move so as to give them full time to reach their place of destination 
by the 25th of March. The route by Elizabeth will, I think, be the shortest and best. ‘They will be replaced by 
some new raised regiments from the East. ’ 

“ You will put into your movements as much privacy as may be compatible with their execution. They may be 
masked by reports that Sackett’s Harbor is in danger, and that the principal effort will be made en the Niagara, in 
co-operation with General Harrison. As the route to Sackett’s Harbor, and to Niagara, is, for a considerable dis- 
tance, the same, it may be well to intimate, even in orders, that the latter is the destination of the two brigades 
now at Lake Champlain.” 


Asay, February 18, 1813. 
Sir: 
Your despatches of the 10th were received last evening. Nothing shall be omitted, on my part, in endeavor- 
ing to carry into effect the expedition proposed. 

I fear the very large magazines of provisions on Lake Champlain will be unsafe, unless a considerable part is re- 
moved at some distance from the store, or a considerable force is assembled at Burlington, and vicinity, by the time 
the two brigades shall move. Another motive for having a large force on that lake will-be, that of preventing the 
enemy from sending almost his whole force from Lower Canada to Kingston, as soon as our intentions shall be so 
far known as to afford satisfactory evidence of our intentions in relation to the conquest of Upper Canada; and un- 
less an imposing force shall menace Lower Canada, the enemy’s whole force may be concentrated in Upper Canada, 
and require as large a force to operate against them as would be necessary to operate towards Benteeal It may be 
advisable to draw out a body of New Hampshire militia to serve for a short time, in Vermont. You will judge of 
the expediency of such a measure; but I do not believe that there will be a sufficient body of new raised troops in 
season for taking the place of the two brigades. 

' [ this day received a letter from Colonel Porter, in which he informs me that General Winchester had arrived 
at Niagara, with such of his troops as had escaped the tomahawk, and that they were crossing over on parole. He 
states that, atthe close of the action, all those who, by wounds or other causes, were unable fo march, were indis- 
criminately put to death. Such outrageous conduct will require serious attention, especially when British troops 
are concerned in the action. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Joun Anmstronc, Secretary of War. 


War Department, February 24, 1813. 
SiR: 

Before I left New York, and till very recently since my arrival here, I was informed, through various chan- 
neis, that a winter or spring attack upon Kingston was not practicable, on account of the snow which generally 
lays to the depth of two, and sometimes three feet, over all that Northern region during those seasons. Hence it is, 
that, in the plan recently communicated, it was thought safest and best to make the attack by a combination of naval 
and military means, and to approach our object, not by directly crossing the St. Lawrence on the ice, but by setting 
out from Sackett’s Harbor, in concert with, and under convoy of, the fleet. Later information differs from that on 
which this plan was founded; and the fortunate issue of Major Forsyth’s last expedition shows that small enterprises, 
at least, may be successfully executed at the present season. The advice given in your letter of the instant, 
has a bearing also on the same point and to the same effect. If the enemy be really weak at Kingston, and approach- 
able by land and ice, Pike (who will be a brigadier in a day or two) may be put into motion from Lake Champlain, 
by the Chateauge route, (in sleighs) and, with the “evo brigades, cross the St. Lawrence where it may be thought 
best, destroy the armed ships, and seize and hold Kingston, until you can join him with the other corps destined 
for the future objects of the expedition; and, if pressed by Prevost, before such junction can be effected, he may 
withdraw himself to Sackett’s Harbor, or other place of security on our side of the line. This would be much the 
shorter road to the object, and perhaps the safer one, as the St. Lawrence is now every where well bridged, and 
offers no obstruction to either attack or retreat. Such a movement will. no doubt, be soon known to Prevost, and 
cannot but disquiet him. ‘The dilemma it presents will be serious. Either he must give up his western posts, or, 
to save them. he must carry himselfin force,and promptly, to Upper Canada. In the Tatter case, he will be embar- 
rassed for subsistence. His convoys of provision will be open to our attacks, on a line of nearly one hundred miles, 
and his position at Montreal much weakened. Another decided advantage will be, to let us into the secret of his 
real strength. If he be able to make heavy detachments to cover, or to recover Kingston, and to protect his sup- 
plies, and, after all, maintain himself at Montreal and on Lake Champlain, he is stronger than I imagined, or than 
any well authenticated reports make him to be. ; 

With regard to our magazines, my belief is, that we have nothing to fear; because, as stated above, Prevost’s 
attention must be given to the western posts and to our movements against them. He will not dare to advance 
southwardly while a heavy corps is operating on his flank and menacing his line of communication. But, on the other 
supposition, they (the magazines) may be easily secured—first, by taking them to Willsborough; or, second, to 
Burlington; or, third, by a militia call, to protect them where they are. Orders are given for the march of the east- 
ern volunteers, excepting Ulmer’s regiment and two companies of axe-men, sent to open the route to the Cham- 


diere. : — 
The southern detachments will be much stronger than I had supposed. That from Philadelphia will mount up 


nearly to 1,000 effectives. 





With great respect, dear General, I am yours, faithfully, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Gen. DEARBORN. 


Heap Quarters, ALnany, February 25, 1813. 
SIR: . ‘ 7 
I this day received, by express, from Colonel Macomb, the enclosed account from Major Forsyth. His known 
zeal for a small partisan warfare has induced me to give him repeated caution against such measures, on his part, as 
would probably produce such retaliating strokes as he would be unable to resist; but I fear my advice has not been 
as fully attended to as could have been wished. He is an excellent officer, and, under suitable circumstances, 
would be of important service. , : ; ste 
I have requested the Governor to order General Brown out with three or four hundred of such militia as he can 
soonest assemble to join Forsyth; and I have ordered Colonel Pike, with four hundred of his command, to proceed, 
in sleighs, by what is considered the shortest and best route, to the ap eapene of Ogdensburg, or to Sackett’s Har- 
bor. On his arrival at Pottsdam, or Canton, or Russel, he will be able to communicate with Brown or Forsyth, or 
both, and act with them as circumstances may require. — st yt ; ets 
The affair at Ogdensburg will be a fair excuse for moving troops in that direction; and, by this movement, it will be 
ascertained whether the same route will be the best in future; the distance by that route from Plattsburg to Sackett’s 
Harbor is but little more than one-half of what it would be by the route proposed, and I am assured by a gentleman 
whom I can confide in, that there will be no difficulty by that route. 


























1814.1 CAUSES OF THE FAILURE OF THE NORTHERN ARMY. 441 





Chauncey has not yet returned from New York. I am satisfied that, if he had arrived as soon as I had expected 
him, we might have made a stroke at Kingston on the ice; but his presence was necessary for having the aid of the 
seamen and marines. : 

From a letter received this day from Colonel Porter, at Niagara, it appears that the enemy were preparing to 
strike at Black Rock. I can give him no assistance. 

Lam, sir, with respect and esteem, your obedient humble servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 

Hon. Jonn Anmstrone, Secretary of War. 


February 22, 1813. 
Sir: , 

I have only time to inform that the enemy, with a very superior force, succeeded in taking Ogdensburg this 
morning about nine o’clock. They had about two men to our one, exclusive of Indians. Numbers of the enemy 
are dead on the field. Not more than twenty of our men killed and wounded; Lieutenant Beard is among the latter’. 

LT have made a saving retreat of about eight or nine miles. I could not get all the wounded off. 
We have killed two of the enemy to one of ours killed by them. We want ammunition and some provisions 
sent on to us, also sleighs for the wounded. 
If you can send me three hundred men all shall be retaken, and Prescott too, or I will lose my lite in the attempt. 
I shall write you more particularly to-day. 
Yours, with due respect, 


BENJAMIN FORSYTH, Capf. Rifle Reg. Commanding. 
Col. Macoms, Sackett’s Harbor. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 
Axsany, February 26, 1813. 


“ Having received information that Sir George Prevost was moving towards Upper Canada, with considerable 
force, but not such as can be fully relied on, I have, however, ordered four hundred more of Pike’s command to 
follow the first detachment without delay.” 


Heap Quarrers, Sacketr’s Harsor, March 3, 1813. 
Sir: 

Having been informed that Sir George Prevost had adjourned the Legislature at Quebec, assigning as the 
motive that his Majesty’s service required his presence in Upper Canada, and “having received certain information 
of his passing Montreal and having arrived at Kingston, I set out immediately for this piace, having ordered the force 
at Greenbush, and part of Colonel Pike’s command, in sleighs, for this place. I arrived here in fifty-two hours. I 
am now satisfied, from such information as is entitled to full credit, that a force has been collected from Quebec, 
Montreal, and Upper Canada, of from six to eight thousand men, at Kingston, and that we may expect an attack 
within forty-eight hours, and perhaps sooner. 

The militia have been called in, and every effort will, I trust, be made to defend the post; but I fear neither the 
ee Greenbush nor Plattsburg will arrive in season to afford their aid. Ihave sent expresses to have them 
hurried on. 

Commodore Chauncey has not arrived; he will be here to-morrow. The armed vessels have not been placed in 
the positions intended a the Commodore. 

ur total force may be estimated at nearly three thousand of all descriptions. 

Sir George Prevost is represented to be determined to effect his object at all events, and will undoubtedly make 
every effort in his power for the purpose. 

We shall, I trust, give him a warm reception; but, if his force is such as is expected, and should make an attack 
before our troops arrive from Greenbush and Plattsburg at Sackett’s Harbor, the result may at least be doubtful. 

I have the honor, sir, tobe, with the highest respect and consideration, your obedient humble servant, 


" H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. Joun Armsrrone, Secretary of War. 


Sackett’s Harsor, March 9, 1813. 
SIR: 

I have not yet had the honor of a visit from Sir G. Prevost. His whole force is concentrated at Kingston, 
probably amounting to six or seven thousand; about three thousand of them regular troops. The ice is good, and 
we expect him every day; and every measure for preventing a surprise is in constantactivity. The troops from 
Greensbush (upwards of 400) have arrived. I have heard nothing from Pike: he should have been here yesterday. 
{ have sent three expresses to meet him; neither has returned. T have suspicions of the express employed by the 
Quartermaster General to convey the orders to Pike; the earliest measures were taken for conveying a duplicate of 
his orders. I hope to hear from him to day. His arrival, with eight hundred good troops, would be very important 
at this time. ‘The enemy are apprised of lis movement. 

I begin to entertain some doubts whether Sir George will venture to attack us, but shall not relax in being pre- 
pared to give him a decent reception. 

I should feel easier if Pike should arrive in season. Iam in want of officers of experience. My whole force, 
exclusive of seamen and marines, who will be confined to the vessels, and have no share in the action, until my force 
shall be worsted, amounts to nearly 3,000, exclusive of 450 militia at Brownville, and on the road leading from 
Kingston, by land. Within two or three days I may have 300 more militia from Rome and Utica. 

The ice will not probably be passable more than from six to ten days longer; it is not usually passable after the 
15th of March. This unexpected movement of the enemy will effectually oppose the movements contemplated on 
our part, and I shall not think it advisable to order General Chandler to move at present. As soon as the fall of 
this place shall be decided, we shall be able to determine on other measures. If we hold this place, we will com- 
mand the lake, and be able to act in concert with the troops at Niagara, while Chandler’s brigade, with such other 
neers as may assemble in Vermont, may induce a return of a considerable part of those troops that have left Lower 

anada. 

When I ordered Pike to move, I directed General Chandler to have the provision at Plattsburg moved to Bur- 
- n—? _ was but a small proportion of our magazines at Plattsburg; they are principally at Burlington and 

ite Hall. 
Yours, with respect and esteem, 
H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. Joun ARMSTRONG. 
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Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 
Marcu 14, 1813. 


“ Fom the most recent and probable information | have obtained, I am induced to believe that Sir George Prevost 
has concluded that it is too late to attack this place. He undoubtedly meditated a coup-de-main against the ship ing 
here. All the apprehension is now at Kingston. Sir George has visited York and Niagara, and returned to Mon- 
treal. Several bodies of troops have lately passed up from Montreal; but such precautions have been taken to pre- 
vent their number being ascertained, as to render it impossible to form any accurate opinion of their forces, or even 
to imagine very nearly what they amount to. From various sources, [ am perfectly satisfied that they are not in 
sufficient force to venture an attack on this place, knowing, as they do, that we have collected a fine body of troops 
from Greenbush and Plattsburg, and that the militia have been called in. We are probably just strong enough on 
each side to defend; but not in sufficient force to hazard an offensive movement. The difference of attacking and 
being attacked, as it regards the contiguous posts of Kingston and Sackett’s Harbor, cannot be estimated at less than 
three or four thousand men, arising from the circumstance of militia acting merely on the defensive. I have ordered 
General Chandler with the 9th, 21st, and 25th regiments, to march for this place; Clark’s regiment, and a company 
of artillery, to be left at Burlington, for the present, where the regiment will be filled in a few weeks. ave 
ordered the recruits for the three regiments that will march for this place to be sent to Greenbush, and Col. Larned 
is ordered there to receive them with Backus’s dismounted dragoons, and other detachments from Pittsfield.” 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 
Sacxett’s Harsor, March 16, 1813. 


“It was yesterday unanimously determined, in a council of the principal officers, including Commodore Chaun- 
cey, that we ought not, under existing circumstances, to make an attempt on Kingston, before the naval force can 
The harbors in this lake will not probably be open so as to admit of the vessels being moved until about the 


: 


act. E 
15th of Apri 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, without date, proposing to pass by 
Kingston, and attack York, §c. 


** To take or destroy the armed vessels at York will give us the complete command of the Lake. Commodore 
Chauncey can take with him ten or twelve hundred troops, to be commanded by Pike; take York, from thence 
»roceed to Niagara, and attack Fort George by land and water, while the troops at Buffalo cross over and carry Forts 
Brie and Chippewa, and join those at Fort George, and then collect our whole force for an attack on Kingston. 
After the most mature deliberation, the above was considered by Commodore Chauncey and myself as the most 


certain of ultimate success.” 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General Dearborn, dated 
War Department, March 29, 1813. 


** Your despatches of the 1)th and 14th instant, from Sackett’s Harbor, and one of the 22d, from Albany, have 
been received. The correspondence between you and Major Murray, in relation to an exchange of prisoners, has 
been referred to the Department of State. The alteration in the plan of campaign, so as to make Kingston the last 
object, instead of making it the first, would appear to be necessary, or at least proper; but the force assigned to the 
attack of the upper posts, is believed to be too small. 

** Accident may prevent a co-operation of the corps at Buffalo. That sent from Sackett’s Harbor should have 
in itself the power of reducing Forts George and Erie, and holding in check the militia who may be sent to support 
i ly in covering the landing. Double the number 


them. The ships can give little aid in the business, except mere ; 
you purpose sending would not be too many. Various considerations recommend the employment of a large and 


decisive force, and none, that I can think of, dissuade from it. If our first step in the campaign, and in the quarter 
from which most is expected, should fail, the disgrace of our arms will be complete. The public will lose all confidence 
in us, and we shall even cease to have any in ourselves. The party who first opens a campaign has many advan- 
tages over his antagonist, all of which, however, are the result of his being able to carry his whole force against a part 
of his enemies. Washington carried his whole force against the Hessians, in New Jersey, and beating them, re- 
covered that moral strength, that self-confidence, which he had lost by many preceding disasters. We are now in 
that state of prostration that he was in, after he crossed the Delaware; but, like him, we may soon get on our legs 
again, if we are able to give some hard blows at the opening of the campaign. In this we cannot fail, provided the 
force we employ against his western posts be sufliciently heavy. They must stand or fall by their own strength. 
They are perfectly isolated, and out of the reach of reinforcements; send, therefore, a force that shall overwhelm 

If Thad not another motive, I would carry my whole strength, merely 


them—taat shall leave nothing to chance. ve, Tw 
that their first service should be a successful one. The good effects of this will be felt throughout the campaign. 
** | have hastened to give you these thoughts, under a full conviction of their usefulness; and shall only add, that 


there is no drawback upon this policy. When the fleet and army are gone, we have nothing at Sackett’s Harbor to 


guard, nor will the place present an object to the enemy. .. ‘ 
~ * How then would it read that we had lost our object on the Niagara, while we had another brigade at Sackett’s 


Harbor doing nothing?” 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 
Apany, 4pril 5, 1813. 


** | have this day been honored with your letter of the 29th ultimo. As troops cannot with safety be transported 
irom Sackett’s Harbor to York, or Niagara, in batteaux or flat bottomed boats, 1 must depend on Commodore 
Chauncey’s armed vessels, with one or two other sloops, for the transportation of our troops; and it was considered 
doubtful, whether more than twelve hundred men could be so conveyed, which number I considered amply sufficient 
for the two first objects contemplated, but as many as can be transported with safety shall be sent. ‘The co-opera- 
tion of the troops under General Lewis may be relied on. Boyd and Winder are with him, and nothing but out- 
rageous gales of wind can prevent success. ; ; ; : 

‘* The troops from Maryland and Pennsylvania arrived last evening. They, with the other detachments at 
Greenbush, will proceed towards Lake Ontario within two or three days. As soon as practicable, after sending off 


the troops, I shall move westward.” 
War Department, fpril 19, 1813. 


Sir: ’ . 
ws Taking for granted that General Prevost has not been able or willing to reinforce Malden, Erie, and George, 
and that he has assembled at Kingston a force of six or eight thousand men, (as stated by you) we must conclude that 
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he means to hazard his more western posts, shorten his line of defence, and place his right flank on Lake 
Ontario. ' 

This arrangement is, no doubt, in consequence of our preparations at Sackett’s Harbor. These gave him reason 
to fear that we meant to cut his line of communication at that point, which, so long as he has a hope of keeping the 
command of the lake, is one of infinite importance to his views. 

The danger, however, now is, that, in the event of the success of our present expedition, he may lose this hope. 
abandon Kingston, and concentrate his forces at Montreal. ° : 

his event is, in my opinion, so probable, as to render necesary a communication of the views of the President, 
in relation to the movements on your part, (which shall be subsequent to those now making) on two suppositions: 

Ist. That the enemy will keep his ground at.Kingston; and, 

2d. That he will abandon that ground and withdraw from Montreal. 

On the first supposition, there is no difficulty in either selecting our object, or the means of pursuing it. We 
ought to destroy the communication between Kingston and Montreal, by interposing a competent iorce between the 
two, and assailing the former by a joint operation of military and naval means. 

Local circumstances favor this project. A few armed boats on’ Lake St. Francis stops all intercourse by water; 
in which case, cannon, military stores, and articles of subsistence in bu/k, cannot be conveyed between Montrea! 
and Kingston. 

From Lake Ontario to Ogdensburg we command the navigation of the St. Lawrence by our armed vessels, and, 
under their protection, our army can be passed over and established on the Canada side, at the point deemed most 
proper for attack. 

On the other supposition, that the British garrison is withdrawn from Kingston to Montreal, the old question of 
approaching him by Lake Champlain, or by the St. Lawrence, recurs, and ought now to be settled, so that there 
should be no unnecessary pause in our operations at a later and more momentous period of the campaign. 

The circumstances in favor of the St. Lawrence route are these— ; 

ist. Our force is now upon it. 

2d. It furnishes a conveyance by water the whole distance. 

3d. The enemy is not fortified on the St. Lawrence side, and has on it no strong out-posts, which must be forced, 
in order to secure our flanks and rear, while engaged in the main attack; and, 

4th. By approaching his flank (as this route enables you to do) instead of hisfront, we compel him to change his 
position, in which case he must do one of four things: either he must occupy the north side of the river, and give 
up the south, or he must occupy the south side and give up the north, or he must confine himself to the island, and 
give up both sides, or lastly, he must occupy both sides, and in this case expose himself to be beaten in detail. 

None of these advantages are to be found in approaching him by the other route. Our troops are not upon it; 
we cannot move by water; his out: posts are fortified, and must be carried by assaults his front is the only assailable 
point, and that is covered by the St. Lawrence; our attack must be made exactly where he wishes it to be made; 
all his arrangements and defences are, of course, in full operation, nor is he compelled to disturb them in the 
smallest degree. Ina word, we must fight him on Ais previous dispositions and plans, and not on any of our own. 

These reasons are deemed conclusive for preferring the route of the St. Lawrence, and your measures (subse- 
quent to your present —— will, therefore, be conformed to this view of the subject. 

am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Dearporn. 
J 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 
Sacxett’s Harsor, “pril 23, 1813. 


“The troops embarked yesterday. Every vessel is crowded with as many men as possible; the total number 
1600, of the best men. I trust we shall sail within one or two hours. If the sails for anew vessel arrive within a 
day or two, and a small sloop from Oswego, which ought to have been here five days since, 150 more men will go in 
them. The ice did not move out until the 19th; I arrived on the 20th.” 


Heap Quarters, York, Upper Canava, April 28, 1813. 


Sir: 

After a detention of some days, by adverse winds, we arrived here yesterday morning, and at eight o’clock 
commenced landing our troops about three miles westward of the town, and one and a half from the enemy’s works. 
The wind was high and in an unfavorable direction for our boats, which prevented the troops landing at a clear field 
(the ancient site of the French fort Tarento.) ‘The unfavorable wind prevented as many of the armed vessels from 
taking such positions as would as effectually cover our landing as they otherwise would have done; but every thing 
that could be done was effected. Our riflemen under Major Forsyth first landed under a heavy fire from Indians 
and other troops. General Sheaffe commanded in person. He had collected his whole force in the woods near 
where the wind obliged our troops to land, consisting of aout 700 regulars and militia, and 100 Indians. Major 
Forsyth was supported, as promptly as possible, with other froops; but the contest was sharp and severe for near 
half an hour. ‘The enemy was repulsed by a far less number than their own, and as soon as General Pike landed 
with 7 or 800 men, and the remainder of the troops were pushing for the shore, the enemy retreated to their works; 
and as soon as the whole of the troops had landed and formed ‘on the clear ground intended for the first landing, 
they advanced through a thick wood to the open ground near the enemy’s works, and after carrying one battery by 
assault, were moving on in columns towards the main works: when the head of the columns was within about sixty 
rods of the enemy, a tremendous explosion occurred from a large magazine prepared for the purpose, which dis- 
charged such immense quantities of stone as to produce a most unfortunate effect on our troops. I have not yet been 
able to collect the returns of our killed and wounded, but our loss by the explosion must, | fear, exceed one hun- 
dred; and among them I have to lament the loss of the brave and excellent officer Brigadier General Pike, who re- 
ceived such a contusion from a large stone as terminated his valuable life within a few hours. His loss will be se- 
verely felt. Previous to the explosion, the enemy had retired into the town, excepting a party of regular troops 
which did not retire early enough to avoid the shock; it is said that upwards of forty of them were destroyed, om 
neral Sheaffe moved off with the regular troops and left directions with the commanding officer of the militia to make 
the best terms he could. In the mean time, all further resistance on the part of the enemy ceased, and the outlines 
of a capitulation were agreed on. As soon as I was informed of General Pike’s being wounded, [ went on shore. 
I had been induced to confide the immediate command of the troops in action to General Pike from a conviction 
that he fully expected it, and would be much mortified at being deprived of the honor, which he highly appreciated. 
Every movement was under my view. Our troops behaved with great firmness and deserve much applause 
especially those who were first engaged, under circumstances that would have tried the firmness of veterans. Our 
loss in the action in the morning, and in carrying the first battery, was not great, probably about 50 killed and 
wounded; among them were a full proportion of officers; and although the enemy had a decided advantage in point 
of numbers and position at the commencement, their loss was roster than ours, particularly in officers. 

_ It was with the greatest exertion that the small vessels of the fleet could work into the harbor against a gale of 
wind directly ahead; but as soon as they got in contact with the batteries a tremendous cannonade commenced from 
24 and 32 pounders, and was kept up without intermission under a heavy fire from-iwo batteries, until the enemy’s 
batteries were carried or blown up by the explosion, which undoubtedly had a powerful effect on the enemy. I am 
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under the greatest obligations io Commodore Chauncey for his able and indefatigable exertions in every possible 
manner that could give facility and effect to the expedition. He is equally estimable for deliberate, sound judgment, 
bravery, and industry. ‘The Government could not have made a more fortunate selection for the important trust he 
holds. Unfortunately, the enemy’s armed ship the “* Prince Regent,” left this place for Kingston four days before 
we arrived. A large ship on the stocks, and nearly planked up, with a large store of naval stores, were set on fire 
by the enemy soon after the explosion of the magazine. There are no vessels fit for use in the harbor. A con- 
siderable quantity of military stores and provisions rethained. We shall not possess the means of transporting the 
prisoners trom this place and must of course leave them on parole. I hope we shall so far complete the necessary 
measures at this place in the course of this day as to be able to sail to-morrow for Niagara, by which route I send this 
by a small vessel, with notice to General Lewis of our approach. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


. H, DEARBORN. 
Hon. Joun Armstrone, Secrelary of War. 


‘ Heap Quarters, Niacara, May 3, 1813. 
Sir: 

I arrived at this place last evening with Commodore Chauncey in his fast sailing schooner the Lady of the 
Lake: we left the fleet with the troops on board in York road. The wind has been so unfavorable as to render it 
impracticable to come to this place with any prospect of effecting a landing. 

i have had a conference with Generals Lewis, Boyd, and Winder, at which Commodore Chauncey was present. 
I did not find the preparations at this place as complete as could have been expected; but as soon as the wind will 
permit, we shall make a descent. Commodore Chauncey has returned to the fleet, and will sail for this place as 
soon as he shall judge the wind favorable for crossing and landing the troops. In the mean time we shall be prepar- 
ing to actin concert. General Boyd will take command of the brigade lately commanded by General Pike. We 
find the weather on this lake at this season of the year such as to render naval operations extremely tedious and 
uncertain, especially when we have to debark troops on the shore of the lake, where there are no harbors. Westerly 
winds are necessary: we have none but easterly. I have no doubt of ultimate success, unless harassed and dis- 
persed by the elements. 

1 enclose a return of the killed and wounded. You will observe the loss was very small excepting that produced 
by the explosion. As nearly as I have been able to ascertain, the loss of the enemy amounted from ninety to one 
hundred killed, two hundred wounded, and upwards of three hundred prisoners. I have not been able to ascertain 
precisely the number of the militia put on their parole; I presume it could not be less than five hundred. There 
was an linmense depot of naval and military stores. York was the principal depot for Niagara and Detroit; and, 
notwithstanding the immense amount which was destroyed by them, we found more than we could bring off. Ge- 
neral Sheaffe’s baggage and papers fell into my hands. These papers are a valuable acquisition: I have not had 
time for a full examination of them, A scalp was found in the executive and legislative chamber, suspended near 
the speaker’s chair, in company with the mace and other emblems of royalty. I intend sending it to you with a cor- 
rect account of the facts relative to the place and situation in which it was found. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Joun Armstrrone, Secretary of War. 


Heap Quarters, Nracara, May 13, 1813. 

Sir: : 

Commodore Chauncey, with the fleet and troops, arrived here on the evening of the 8th, and in the course of 
the night the troops were debarked in a very sickly and depressed state. A large proportion of the officers and men 
were sickly and debilitated. It was deemed expedient to give them time to recruit their health and spirits, and in 
the mean time for the fleet to return to Sackett’s Harbor, and take on board one thousand additional troops; and 
orders were despatched to Utica, Rome, and Oswego, to have the troops at those places forwarded here in boats 
from Oswego. Backus’s corps of light dragoons, about four hundred, principally dismounted, and five hundred of 
the 11th regiment from Burlington, have been ordered to Sackett’s Harbor. These, with three hundred volun- 
teers, and a full company of artillery, are to form a garrison at that place. Additional cannon will be mounted. 
General Brown of the militia bas been requested to hold three or four hundred men of the immediate vicinity in 
readiness to aid the garrison, in the event of any attack. My intention is to collect the main body of the troops at 
this place, and as soon as Commodore Chauncey returns, and the forces from Oswego arrive, to commence opera- 
tions in as spirited and effectual a manner as practicable. ‘This change in the proposed system of operations has 
been rendered necessary by a long series of the most unfortunate winds and weather that could have occurred at 
this season, and such as could not have been contemplated. 

Colonel Scott reached this yesterday in boats from Oswego, with three hundred men. He was seven days wind 
bound in different places, and narrowly escaped the loss of his boats and men. I had expected him on the Sd. 1 
had almost given him up for fost. 

General Harrison is invested; and presuming on the uncertainty of events, I shall make calculation of a rein- 
forcement to the enemy of British and Indians from Detroit. We shall be prepared for them; and I shall consider 
a concentration of their force rather as a fortunate circumstance than otherwise. 

Lobserved ina former letter, that, on my arrival here on the evening of the 2d, the preparations for an immediate 
co-operation were not 2s complete as could have been expected. General Lewis was at 14 miles distance. Winder, 
with his command, was at Black Rock. ‘The boats had not been transported from Schlosser; not one of the scows 
completed; the heavy guns and mortars not placed in the batteries; two 18 and two 12 pounders not mounted; but, 
with all these defects, we should have made an attack on the 4th or 5th, if the fleet had arrived with the troops in 
health, on the 3d, as was expected. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient and humble servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 

Hon. Jouxn Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


Heap Quarters, Fort Grorce, Urrer Canana, May 27, 1813. 
Str: 

‘The light troops under the command of Colonel Scott and Major Forsyth landed this morning at 9 o’clock. 
Major General Lewis’s division, with Colonel Porter’s command of light artillery, supported them. General Boyd’s 
brigade Janded immediately after the light troops, and Generals Winder and Chandler followed in quick succession, 
The landing was warmly and obstinately disputed by the British forces; but the coolnesss and intrepidity of our 
troops soon compelled them to give ground in every direction. General Chandler, with the reserve, (composed of his 
brigade and Colonel Macomb’s artillery) covered the whole, Commodore Chauncey had made the most judicious 
arrangements for silencing the enemy’s batteries near the point of landing. ‘The army is under the greatest obliga- 
‘ion to that able naval commander for his indefatigable exertions, in co operation in all its important movements, 
and especially in its operations this day. Our batteries succeeded in rendering Fort George untenable; and when the 
enemy had been beaten from his position, and found it necessary to re-enter it, after firing a few guns, and setting 
fire to the magazines, which soon exploded, moved off rapidly by different routes. Our light troops pursued them 
several miles.. The troops having been under arms from one o’clock in the morning were too much exhausted for 
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any further pursuit. We are now in possession of Fort George and its immediate dependencies; to-morrow we shall 
proceed further on. The behavior of our troops, both officers and men, entitles them to the highest praise; and the 
difference in our loss with that of the enemy, when we consider the advantages his positions afforded him, is aston- 
ishing. We had seventeen killed and forty-five wounded. ‘The enemy had ninety killed and one hundred and 
sixty wounded, of the regular troops. We have taken one hundred sapenenpe exclusive of the wounded. Colonel 
Meyers, of the 49th, was wounded and taken prisoner. Of ours only one commissioned officer was killed, Lieu- 
tenant Hobart, of the light artillery. Enclosed is the report of Major General Lewis. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great consideration and respect, your most obedient servant, 


H. DEARBORN. 
The Hon. Joun Armstrrone, Secretary of War. 


On THE FIELD, one 0’clock, May 27, 1813. 
Dear Sir: ; ; 
Fort George and its dependencies are ours. The enemy, beaten at all points, has blown up his maga- 
zines and retired. It is impossible at this moment to say any thing of individual gallantry. There was no man who 
did not perform his duty in a manner which did honor to himself and his country. Scott and Forsyth’s com- 
mands, supported by Boyd’s and Winder’s brigades, sustained the brunt of the action. Our loss is trifling; perhaps 
not more i twenty killed, and twice that number wounded. The enemy left in the hospital one hundred and 
aes and I sent several on board the fleet. We have also made about one hundred prisoners of the regular 
orces. 


I am, dear sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
MORGAN LEWIS. 


Major General Dearsorn, Commander in Chief of the Northern Army. 


Heap Quarters, Fort Georce, May 29, 1813. 


Sir: 

General Lewis was ordered to march yesterday morning with Chandler’s and Winder’s brigades, the light ar- 
tillery, dragoons, light infantry, and riflemen, in pursuit of the enemy, by the way of Queenstown. I had received 
satisfactory information that the enemy had made a stand on the mountain, at a place called the Beaver Dams, 
where he had a deposite of provisions and stores, and that he had been joined by three hundred regulars from King- 
ston, landed from small vessels near the head of the Lake. I had ascertained that he was calling in the militia, and 
had presumed that he would confide in the strength of his position, and venture an action, by which an opportunity 
would be afforded to cut off his retreat. : : 

I have been disappointed. Aithough the troops from Fort Erie and Chippewa had joined the main a at the Bea- 
ver Dams, he broke up yesterday precipitately, continued his route along the mountain, and will reach the head of 
the lake by that route. Lieutenant Colonel Preston took possession of Fort Erie and its dependencies last evening. 
The fort had been abandoned and the magazines blown up. [ have ordered General Lewis to return without delay 
to this place, and, if the winds favor us, we may yet cut off the enemy’s retreat at York; but, unfortunately, we 
have plenty of rain but no wind; it may, however, change for the better in a few hours. I shall afford Commodore 
Chauncey every facility in my power in his preparations for commanding Lake Erie. _He is very anxious to return 
to Sackett’s Harbor: for, until his other ship is fitted, it is not certain that he can continue in the command of Lake 
Ontario. 1 was the last evening honored with your despatches of the 15th instant. I have taken measures in rela- 
tion to the twenty-three prisoners who are to be put in close confinement. 


I have the honor to be, sir, with high consideration and respect, your most obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. General Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 
Newark, Upper Canana, June 4, 1813. 


** Chandler and Winder are in pursuit of the enemy, who has halted about fifty-five miles from here. I am still 
very feeble, and gain strength but slowly.” 


. Heap Quarters, Fort Georcz, June 6, 1813. 
Sir: 

I have received an express from the head of the |lake this evening, with the intelligence that our troops [were 
attacked, at two o’clock this morning, by the whole British force and Indians, and, by some strange fatality, though 
our loss in numbers was small, and the enemy was completely routed and driven froin the field, both Brigadier Ge- 
nerals Chandler and Winder were taken prisoners. They had advanced to ascertain the situation of a company of 
artillery when the attack commenced. General Chandler had his horse shot under him and was bruised by the fall. 
General Vincent, their commander, is supposed to have been killed. Colonel Clark was mortally wounded, and fell 
into our hands with sixty prisoners of the 49th. The command devolved on Colonel Burn, who has retired to the 
Forty Mile creek. If either of the general officers had remained in command, the enemy would have been pursued 
and cut up, or if Colonel Burn had been an officer of infantry. ‘The loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, and pri- 
soners, must exceed two hundred and fifty. ‘The enemy sent in a flag next morning, with a request to bury their 
dead. Generals Lewis and Boyd set off immediately to join the advanced army. I never so severely felt the want 
of health as at present, at a time when my services might, perhaps, be most useful. I hope General Hampton will 
repair here as soon as possible. 


With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


June 8, 1813. 
There was a mistake in the arrival of the express mail—since writing the above, the enemy’s fleet has passed, 


consisting of two large ships and four heavy schooners. I have consequently deemed it prudent to concentrate the 
Jorces at this point. H. D. 


Hon. General Joun Armstrrone, vecretary of War. 


s Heap Quarters, Fort Grorce, June 8, 1813. 
IR: 

.,,t have been honored with your letters of the 26th and 27th ult. and a duplicate of one of the 19th of April. 
My ill state of health renders it extremely painful to attend to the current duties; and, unless my health improves 
soon, I fear I shall be compelled to retire to some place where my mind may be more at ease, for a short time. Co- 
lonel Macomb proceeded with two hundred men, with the Commodore, to Sackett’s Harbor. Lieutenant Colonel 
Ripley has also gone, by the way of Oswego,jto the harbor with his regiment, where he will be joined by several hun- 
dred a ba took charge of the provisions to Oswego. The Commodore will not probably venture out until his 
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new ship is fit for sea. The enemy has now the command of the lake, and, as long as that is the case, any offensive 
operations below this must be suspended. I had intended placing a small garrison at Fort Erie, anda stronger one 
at Fort George, but as you have directed otherwise, I shall select Fort George, as guarding the only harbor on the 
southern shore of the lake. Detroit will be the safest harbor on Lake Erie. I have, by the request of Commodore 
Chauncey, detached 200 men to aid Captain Perry in removing his armed vessels from Black Rock to Presque Isle. 
Commodore Chauncey is unwilling to approach Malden, unless he can have a reinforcement to General Harrison of 
our regulars. As my command does not extend to Malden, I ask your directions on this subject. ‘The Commodore 
is anxious that his fleet on Lake Erie should proceed with troops to Michillimackinack and St. Joseph, as soon as the 
business shall be decided at Detroit. On taking possession of this place, the inhabitants came in in numbers, and 
gave their paroles. I have promised them protection. A large majority are friendly to the United States, and fixed in 
their hatred against the Government of Great Britain. If they should generally be made prisoners of war, and ta- 
ken from their families, it would have a most unfavorable effect on our military operations in the provinces. The 
whole country would be driven to a state of desperation, and satisfy them, beyond a doubt, that we had no intention 
of holding the provinces. ‘The same effect would be produced on the Indians, who are now principally quiet for fear 
of losing their valuable tract of land on Grand river. I had authorized the civil magistrates to combine in the due 
exercise of their functions, and cannot, with propriety, revoke this authority, unless specially directed. 

The whole of our troops, officers and men, in the action of the 27th, discovered a degree of ardor and readi- 
ness for action, which evinced a determination to do honor to themselves and country. The animating example set 
by Colonel Scott and General Boyd in landing, and repulsing the enemy, deserves particular mention. I ara greatly 
indebted to Colonel Porter, Major Armistead, and Captain Totten, for their judicious arrangements and skilful exe- 
cution in demolishing the enemy’s forts and batteries, and to the officers of the artillery generally, who had the di 
rection of the guns. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


iH. DEARBORN 


Hon. General Joux Armustrone, Secretary of War. 


Lviva f of ad lett rfrom Major General Morgan Lewis to the Secretary of it ar, dated 
Niagara, June 14, 1813. 


* You will perceive, by the enclosed copy of orders, marked 1, that General Dearborn, from indisposition, has 
resigned the command, not only of the Niagara army, but of the district. I have doubts whether he will ever again 
be fit for service. He has been repeatedly in a state of convalescence, but relapses on the least agitation of mind. 

“In my last, I mentidned the unfortunate circumstance of the capture of our two brigadiers, Chandler and Win- 
der. The particulars are detailed in the report of Colonel Burn, marked 2, which he gives from the best informa- 
tion he onal collect. His corps lay a considerable distance from the scene of active operation, as you will perceive 
by the enclosed diagram. The light corps spoken of, were Captains Hindman’s, Nicholas’s, and Biddle’s companies 
of the 2d artillery, serving as infantry. ‘These three gentlemen, and Captains Archer and Towson, of the same regi- 
ment, and Leonard of the light artillery, are soldiers who would honor any service. Their gallantry, and that of 
their companies, was equally conspicuous on this occasion as in the affair of the 27th ult. A view of General Chand- 
ler’s encampment will be sufficient to show that his disaster was owing to its arrangement; its centre being its weak- 
est point, and, that being discovered by the enemy in the evening, received the combined attack of his whole force, 
and his line was completely cut. It is said, though I cannot vouch for its truth, that General Winder saw this, and 
remonstrated against it. ‘The gallantry of the 5th, 25th, and part of the 23d, and light troops, saved the army; of 
the 5th, it is said, that, when the day broke, not a man was missing: and that a part of the 23d, under Major Arm- 
strong, was found sustaining its left flank. Their fire was irresistible, and the enemy was compelled to ive way. 
Could he have been pressed the next morning, his destruction was inevitable. He was dispersed in every direction, 
and even his commanding general was missing, without his hat or horse. [understand he was found the next even- 
ing, almost famished, at a distance of four miles from the scene of action. : ; 

** Lieutenant M’Chesney’s gallantry recovered a piece of artillery. and prevented the capture of others. He me- 
rits promotion for it. ; ; _ ee 

** On the evening of the sixth of June, I received the order No. 4, and joined the army at five in the afternoon of 
the 7th. 1 found it at the Forty Mile creek, ten miles in the rear of the ground on which it had been attacked, en- 
camped on a plain of about a mile in width, with its right flank on the lake, and its left on the creek, which skirts 
the base of a perpendicular mountain of considerable height. On my route, I received Nos. 5 and 6, enclosed. 

** At 6 in the evening, the hostile fleet hove in sight, though its character could not be ascertained with precision. 
We lay on our arms all night. At dawn of day struck our tents, and descried the hostile squadron abreast of us, 
about a mile from the shore. Our boats which transported the principal part of our baggage and camp equipage, lay 
on the beach; it was a dead calm; and, about six, the enemy towed in a large schooner, which opened her fire on 
our boats. As soon as she stood for shore, her object being evident, I ordered down Archer’s and Towson’s com- 
panies, with four pieces of artillery, to resist her attempts. 1, at the same time, sent Captain Totten, of the engi- 
neers, (a most valuable officer) to construct a temporary furnace for heating shot, which was ape: and in ope- 
ration in less than thirty minutes. Her fire was returned with a vivacity and effect (excelled by no artillery in the 
universe) which soon compelled her to retire. A party of savages now made their appearance on the brow of the 
mountain, (which, being perfectly bald, exhibited them to view) and commenced a fire on our camp. I ordered Co- 
lonel Chrystie to dislodge them, who entered on the service with alacrity, but found himself anticipated by Lieute- 
nant Eldridge, the Adjutant of the regiment, who, witha promptness and gallantry highly honorable to that young 
officer, had already gained the summit of the mountain with a party of volunteers, and routed the barbarian allies 
of the Defender of the Christian Faith. This young man merits the notice of Government. ; 

** These little affairs cost us nota man. Sir James L. Yeo, being disappointed of a tragedy, next determined, in 
true dramatic style, to amuse us witha farce. An officer with a flag was sent to me from his ship, advising me that, 
as I was invested with savages in my rear, a fleet in my front, anda powerful army on my flank, he, and the officers 
commanding His Britannic Majesty’s land forces, thought it afduty to demand a surrender of my army. I answered 
that the message was too ridiculous to merit a reply. No. 7 was delivered to me at about six this morning. Be- 
tween seven and eight o’clock, the few wagons we had being loaded, first with sick, and next with ammunition, &c. 
the residue of camp equipage and baggage was put in the boats, and a detachment of two hundred men of the 6th 
regiment detailed to proceed in them. Orders were prepared to be given them to defend the boats, and, if assailed 
by any of the enemy's small vessels, to carry them by boarding. By some irregularity which I have not been able 
to discover, the boats put off without the detachments, induced probably by the stillness of the morning. When 


they had progressed about three miles, a breeze sprung up, and an armed schooner overhauled them. Those who 
were enterprising kept on and escaped; others ran to the shore, and deserted their boats. We have lost twelve of 
the number, principally containing the baggage of the officers and men. 

** At ten, I put the army in motion on our return to this place. The savage 
our flanks and rear throughout the march, and picked up a few stragglers. Or 
vanced, and now occupies the ground we left.” 


s and incorporated militia hung on 
1 our retiring, the British army ad 





Papers referred to by General Lewis. 
Heap Quarters, Niacara, June 6, 1813. 
Dear GENERAL: ; 
You will please to proceed, with as little delay as may be, and take command of the advanced army. Briga- 
dier Generals Boyd and Swartwout, and Colonel Scott, will accompany you. I have ordered an additional escort 
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of light artillery, to be ~— as cavalry, to attend ype You will attack the enemy as soon as practicable; your 
force will ensure success. on f possible effort should be made for preventing the enemy’s escape. 

May success and glory attend you. 
Yours, with esteem, 


H. DEARBORN. 


Major General Lewis. 


NraGara, June 6, 1813. 
Dear GENERAL: 
A ship having appeared this morning steering towards the head of the lake, which is undoubtedly one of the 
enemy’s ships, (others are appearing) you wil! please to return with the troops to this place as soon as possible. 


Yours. with esteem, 
H. DEARBORN. 
P.S. The object of the enemy’s fieet must be intended to cover the retreat of their troops, or to bring on a re- 
inforcement. 
H. D. 


Major General Lewis. 


June 6, 1813. 
It is possible the fleet in sight may be our own; a few hours will probably enable you to determine and act 


accordingly. 
H. DEARBORN. 


General Lewis. 


Dear GENERAL: ; - 
I am induced to suspect that the enemy’s fleet have an intention on this place. Two small schooners have 


been examining the shore very minutely for three or four hours this afternoon. They have gone on towards the 
head of the lake, and their ships appear to have taken the same course. ‘They may take on board additional troops 
near the head of the lake, and be here before you reach this place. You will please to send Milton’s detachment, 
and 500 of Chandler’s brigade, and Colonel Burn’s light dragoons, with all possible despatch; they ought, if possi- 
ble, to be here some time to-morrow forenoon. You wiil follow with the remainder of the troops as soon as practi- 
cable. It will be necessary to take care that your boats are not taken or lost. General Swartwout and Colonel 
Scott should return as soon as they can. 
Yours, with esteem, 
H. DEARBORN. 


General Lewis. 


ORDERS. 
Apsutant Generav’s Orrice, Heap Quarters, Fort Georce, June 10, 1813. 


By reason of the temporary indisposition of Major General Dearborn, the command of the troops on this 
frontier, and of the ninth military department of the United States, devolves on Major General Lewis. All per- 
sons concerned are notified accordingly. 

By command. 
W. SCOTT, Adjutant General. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel James Burn, 2d light dragoons, to Major General Dearborn. 


‘* In the afternoon of the 5th, our advance guard, consisting of the light infantry, under the command of Cap- 
tains Hindman, Biddle, and Nicholas, a part of the rifle corps, under Captain L tle, and a detachment of the 2d 
dragoons, under Captain Selden, commenced a sharp skirmish with the advance of the enemy, said to be a detach- 
ment of the 49th regiment, which soon retreated, covered by a thick woods, having, however, several wounded on 
both sides, and one dragoon horse killed. In the evening, our advance returned behind Stony creek, where the 
army took a position for the night. The light infantry, and part of the rifle corps on the right of the 25th regiment 
formed the right wing. The artillery, under Captains Towson and L. Leonard, the centre. The 5th, 16th, 23d, 
and some riflemen, the left wing, and the cavalry in the rear. A strong picket guard was posted some distance in 
front, also strong flank and rear guards, in such manner as to surround the whole encampment with sentinels; the 
troops lay under arms, without any covering. Our numbers in the field did not exceed cne thousand—three hun- 
dred effectives of the 13th and 14th regiments having encamped on the borders of the lake, about three miles distant, 
for the protection of the boats. ‘The enemy forced our picket, and attacked us, about two o’clock in the morning 
(which was very dark) with their — and Indians, expecting, no doubt, to throw us into confusion. Their views 
were, in this instance, however, completely frustrated; and, when the day dawned, none were to be seen, except 
their killed and wounded, who covered the field of battle. The attack began on our right, and was gallantly re- 
pelled by the fire of the light troops and 25th regiment, commanded by Major Smith. In a few minutes, it became 
general along the whole line, and was nobly returned by the artillery of the centre, commanded by Captains Tow- 
son and L. Leonard, and again by the troops of the left wing, viz. the 5th, under Lieutenant Colonel Milton, the 
23d, commanded by Major Armstrong, and the 16th. The fire continued, with little intermission, for one hour 
during which time, the enemy attempted, by frequent charges, to break our line, but without effect, being obliged 
to give way by the well directed fire of our brave troops. 

_‘** The 13th and 14th regiments (which had been detached the preeeding evening) were active in makin 
prisoners, and advanced with much ardor to the field, in hopes of sharing, with the po i 5th, and 25th, 23d, an 
light troops, the glory of another combat. But the unfortunate capture of Brigadier Generals Chandler and Win- 
der, who were taken in the action, unknown to any part of the army, and hurried into the enemy’s lines, prevented 
the future operations from being carried into effect with the promptitude which would assuredly have taken place 
had either of those officers been present to command. 

_ ** You will be a to find our loss so small; that of the enemy exceeds ours much; they lost in killed about 
sixty, many wounded, and upwards of seventy prisoners, all regulars, and principally of the 49th regiment. Seve- 
ral of their officers were killed, wounded, and missing. A flag was sent by Colonel Hervey, asking permission to 
make inquiries for them; also, to be allowed to send a surgeon to attend their own wounded, which I readily grant- 
ed. On the return of day-light, I found the command of the army had devolved on me, and, being at a loss what 
steps to pursue in the unpleasant dilemma, occasioned by the capture of our Generals, finding the ammunition of 
many of the troops nearly expended, [ had recourse to a council of the field officers present, of whom a majority 
coincided in opinion with me, that we ought to retire to our former position at the Forty Mile creek, where we could 
be supplied with ammunition and provisions, and either advance or remain, until further orders. _ 

“* Every aid was afforded by the staff. The assistant Adjutant General, Major Johnston, and Brigade Majors 
Jones and Wartenby exerted themselves in rendering all the assistance in their power. 
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** The army, on this occasion, has proved its firmness and bravery, by*keeping its position in a night attack, in 
which the yells of the Indians, mingled with the roaring of cannon and musketry, were calculated to intimidate. 
The enemy charged repeatedly, and so dark was the night that our army could not distinguish friend from foe; in 
one of those, they succeeded in carrying off a six-pounder, a howitzer, and a caisson, to the great mortification of 
our brave artillery. [ presume it was on that occasion, also, that we lost our generals, who were distinctly heard 
encouraging our men to fight. ‘The squadron of dragoons remained formed, onl steady at their post, but could not 
act, on account of the darkness of the night, and the thickness of the adjacent woods. Much credit is due to the 
troops, generally, but too much praise cannot be said of the conduct of the 5th and 25th regiments.” 


. Montreat, June 18, 1813. 
Sm: 
I deem it my duty to improve the earliest opportunity possible to give you a more detailed account of the 
affair of the 6th instant, near Stony creek, than I have before had it in my power to do. 

On the morning of the 5th, I arrived at Forty Mile creek. The detachment under General Winder was then 
under marching orders for Stony creek. After a short halt, the whole marched for that place, and arrived there 
between five and six o’clock P. M., at which place a small picket of the enemy was posted, but retired on our ap- 
proach. ‘The advanced guard pursued, and soon fell in with a picket of about one hundred strong, under Colonel 
Williams. A skirmish ensued. I hastened the main body. Williams retreated, and our advance pursued. The pursuit 
was continued rather longer than I could have wished, but returned to their proper position in the line of march, not 
far from sunset. I had ordered the 13th and 14th, who were in the rear, to take a position for the night near the 
mouth of the creek, to cover the boats, (should they arrive) which would be on the route which I intended to pur- 
sue the next morning; and, a favorable position presenting itself, [ encamped with the residue of the troops (ex- 
cept Captain Archer’s company of artillery) which accompanied the 13th and 14th on the spot where we had halt- 
ed, with an advanced picket from half to three quarters of a mile in front, with express orders for them to keep out 
constantly a patrol. A right and left flank guard and a rear guard were also posted. I gave positive orders for 
the troops to lay on their arms. Contrary to my orders, fires were kindled; but there are doubts whether this ope- 
rated for or against us, as the fires of the 25th, which were in front, and by my orders had been abandoned, ena- 
bled us to see a small part,of the enemy, while the fires on our left enabled the enemy to see our line. On the whole, 
I think it operated against us. I did expect the enemy would attack us that night, if he intended to fight; but, 
perhaps, this was not expected by all. I had my horse confined near me, and directed that the harness should not 
be taken from the artillery horses. I directed where and how the line should be formed, in case of attack. About 
an hour before day light, on the morning of the 6th, the alarm was given. I was instantly up, and the 25th, which 
lay near me, was almost as instantly formed, as well as the 5th and 23d, which were on the left, under the immedi- 
ate eye of General Winder. Owing to the neglect of the front picket, or some other cause, the British officers say 
that they were not hailed, nor an alarm given, until they were within three hundred yards of our line. The ex- 
treme darkness prevented us from seeing or knowing at what point they intended to attack us, until an attack was 
made on our right. A well directed fire was opened upon them from the 25th, and from nearly the whole line. 
After a few minutes, [ heard several muskets in our rear, in the direction of the rear guard, and then expected 
that the enemy had gained our rear by some path unknown to me, and were about to attack us in rear. [ instantly 
ordered Colonel Milton, with the 5th, to form in our rear near the woods, to meet such circumstances as might take 
place, knowing that I could call him to any other point, if necessary, at any moment. I had observed that the ar- 
tillery was not covered, and directed General Winder to cause the 23d to be formed so far to the right that their 
right should cover the artillery. At this moment, I heard a new burst of fire from the enemy’s left on our right, 
and, not able to see any thing which took place, I set out full speed towards the right to take measures to prevent 
my right flank from being turned, which I expected was the object of the enemy. T had proceeded but a few yards, 
before my horse fell under me, by which fall ! received a serious injury. Here was a time when I have no recollec- 
tion of what passed, but I presume it was not long. As soon as I recovered, I recollected what my object was, and 
made my way to the right, and gave Major Smith such directions as I thought proper to prevent his right from be- 
ing turned by surprise. [I was then returning toward the centre, and, when near the artillery, heard men, who, by 
the noise, appeared to be in confusion, it being the point at which I expected the 23d to be formed. I expected it 
was that regiment. I approached them, and, as soon as I was near enough, I saw a body of men, who I thought to 
be the 23d, in rear of the artillery, broken. I hobbled in amongst them, and began to rally them, and directed 
them to form; but I soon found my mistake; it was the British 49th, who had pushed forward to the head of their 
column, and gained the rear of the artillery. Iwas immediately disarmed, and conveyed down the column to its 
rear. It was not yet day, and the extreme darkness of the night, to which was added the smoke of the fire, put it 
totally out of our power to see the situation of the enemy. This was all that saved their columns from sure and 
total destruction, of which some of their officers are aware. After seeing the situation of the column as I passed 
I did hope and expect that General Winder, on the first dawn of light, would see their situation, and bring olonel 
Milton with the 5th (who I had still kept in reserve, until I could have day light to discern their oy to at- 
tack this column, which, [am sure, he would have done to advantage; but, to my mortification, I soon learned 
that he had fallen into the same mistake with myself; and, by endeavoring to learn what was taking place in the 
centre, he was also taken, as well as Major Van De Venter. To the extreme darkness of the night, the enemy’s 
knowledge of his intended point of attack, and our not knowing at what point to expect him, must be attributed 
his partial success, and not to a want of strength or bravery in our troops, who generally behaved remarkably well 
under all the circumstances; and, however unfortunate the event, as it relates to myself, I only ask that all the 
circumstances may be taken into consideration in making up your opinion upon the conduct of General Winder 
and myself in this affair, which [ am sure you will do, and I flatter myself you will see no cause of censure. I re- 
gret that my decrepit situation, and the rapidity with which we have been brought to this place, has put it out of 
my power to give you a detailed account of the affair earlier. Iam now able to walk some with the aid of a cane, 
and hope I shall continue to recover. 


[I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
JOHN CHANDLER, Brigadier General. 


Major General Drearporn. 


Heap Quarters, Fort Georce, June 12, 1813. 


Sir: 

As the General is unable to write, I am directed by him to inform you, that, in addition to the debility and 
fever he has been afflicted with, he has, within the last twenty-four hours, experienced a violent spasmodic attack 
on his breast, which has obliged him to relinquish business altogether, and the command is given over to Major Ge- 
neral Lewis, who will, in future, make the necessary communications to the Department of War. The British fleet 
still rides triumphant in this section of the lake. ; ; ; 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect and consideration, your obedient and humble servant, 
SAMUEL 8S. CONNER, 
A. D. C. to Gen. Dearborn. 


Hon. Gen. Jonn Armstrone, Secretary of War. 
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Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General Dearborn, dated 
War DeparrMent, June 19, 1813. 


* Your letters of the 6th and 8th instant have been received. There is, indeed, some strange fatality attending 
our efforts. I cannot disguise from you the surprise occasioned by the two escapes of a beaten enemy: first, on the 
27th ultimo, and again on the Ist instant. Battles are not gained when an inferior and broken enemy is not destroy- 
ed. Nothing is done, while any thing that might have been done is omitted. This maxim is as old as the profession 
of arms, and in no walk of life applies with as much force asin that of a soldier, ened s 

** Should Proctor have retired from Malden, and been able to effect a junction with Vincent’s corps at the head 
of the lake, it has been done for one of two ~y either to dispute with you the possession of the peninsula, or 
more securely to effect their general retreat to Kingston. ‘The latter is the more probable conjecture of the two, 
and is strengthened by the appearance of Yeo on the upper part of the lake, and by the position which Vincent has 
taken there.” 


Extract. 


Heap Quarters, Fort Grorce, June 20, 1813. 

SIR: ° ° ° 

7 Ihave been so reduced in strength as to be incapable of any command. Brigadier General Boyd is the only 
general officer present: and, from resignations, sickness, and other contingencies, the number of regimental officers 
present, fit for duty, are far below what the service requires. A considerable proportion of our army being com- 
posed of new recruits, and the weather having been extremely unfavorable to health, the sick have become so nu- 
merous, in addition to the wounded, as to reduce the effective force tar below what could have been contemplated; 
but if the weather should become favorable, which ought to be expected, a great part of the sick will probably be fit 
for duty ina short time. ‘The enemy have been reinforced at the head of the lake with about 500 men of the 104th 
regiment. A vessel carrying ammunition and other munitions of war, bound to the head of the lake, was captured, 
four days since, by one of Commodore Chauncey’s schooners, from which I conclude, that the enemy will endeavor 
to keep up such a force at or near the head of the lake, as to prevent any part of our force in this quarter from join- 
ing, or proceeding to Sackett’s Harbor, for the purpose of attacking Kingston; and such is the state of the roads’ in 
this flat country, in consequence of continual rains, as to render any operations against the enemy extremely diffi- 
cult, without the aid of a fleet for the transportation of provisions, ammunition, and other necessary supplies. The 
enemy would probably retreat on our approach, and keep out of our reach, being covered by one or more armed 
vessels, which remain on this part of the lake. The whole of these embarrassments have resulted from a temporary 
loss of the command of the lake. The enemy has availed himself of the advantage, and forwarded reinforcements 
and supplies.” 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General Dearborn, dated 


War Department, Jeily 1, 1813. 


‘: The leisure you now have offers a fine opportunity for the adjutants and inspectors general to attend to their 
particular duties. Some of the parties of which you speak, from the enemy, may practise a trick on those who fol- 
low them. hese last ought to be very circumspect. Chauncey will, I hope, soon re-appear on the lake. A battle 
will then decide which of us shall be victor for the campaign. I am afraid that we have all along acted on a belief, 
very pleasing, but ill founded, viz: that we were a-head of the enemy as to naval means and naval preparation on 
the lakes. Are we sure that our calculations with regard to Lake Erie have been better than those with regard to 
Lake Ontario? A week or two will decide this question.” 


Heap Quarters, Fort Greorce, June 25, 1813. 


SIR: 

I have the mortification of informing you of an unfortunate and unaccountable event, which occurred yester- 
day. On the 23d, at evening, Lieut. Colonel Beerstler, with 570 men, infantry, artillery, cavalry, and riflemen, in 
due proportion, was ordered to march, by the way of Queenstown, to a place called the Beaver Dams, on the high 
ground, about eight or nine miles from Queenstown, to attack and disperse a body of the enemy collected there 
tor the purpose of procuring provisions, and harassing these inhabitants who are considered friendly to the 
United’ States. Their force was, from the most direct information, composed of one company of the 104th re- 
giment, above 80 strong; from 150 to 200 militia; and from 50 to 60 Indians. At eight o’clock yesterday morning, 
when within about two miles of the Beaver Dams, our detachment was attacked from an ambuscade, but soon drove 
the enemy some distance into the woods, and then retired to a clear field, and sent an express for a reinforcement, 
saying he would maintain his position until reinforced. A reinforcement of 300 men marched immediately, under the 
command of Colonel Chrystie; but on arriving at Queenstown, Colonel Chrystie received authentic information 
that Lieutenant Colonel Beerstler, with his command, had surrendered to the enemy, and the reinforcement return- 
ed to camp. A man who belonged to a small corps of mounted volunteer riflemen came in this morning, who 
states, that the enemy surrounded our detachment in the woods, and towards twelve o’clock commenced a general 
attack; that our troops fought more than two hours, until the artillery had expended the whole of its ammunition, 
and then surrendered; and at the time of the surrender, the informant made his escape. Why it should have been 
deemed proper to remain several hours in a position surrounded with woods, without either risking a decisive action, 
or effecting a retreat, remains to be accounted for, as well as the project of waiting for a reinforcement from a dis- 
tance of fifteen or sixteen miles. ; 

ae ‘oe has been received of the killed or wounded. The enemy’s fleet has again arrived in our neigh- 
borhood. 
With respect and esteem, I am, sir, your humble servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. Jonn Armstrone, Secretary of War. . 


War Department, July 6, 1813. 
Sir: 
I have the President’s orders to momen to you his decision that you retire from the command of district No. 
9, and of the troops within the same, until your health be re-established, and until farther orders. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with very great respect, your most obedient and very humble servant, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
Major General Henry DEARBORN. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND BRIGADIER GENERAL BOYD. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Brigadier General Boyd, dated 
War Department, July 30, 1813. 


“ The restriction put upon — with regard to the enemy was but commensurate with their command of the lake. 
So long as they had wings, and you had only feet, so long as they could be transported, supplied, and reinforced, by 
water, and at will, common sense, as well as military principles, put you on the defensive. These circumstances 
changed, the reason of the rule changes with them; and it now becomes your business, in concert with the fleet, to 
harass and destroy the enemy, wherever you can find him. Of the competency of your force there can be no doubt, 


provided your estimate of his be but tolerably correct.” 


. War Derarrment, July 30, 1813. 
SIR: 

I have this moment received information that Fort Meigs is again attacked, and by a considerable regular 
force. This must have been drawn from De Rottenberg’s corps. His late insolence in pushing his small attacks 
to the very outline of your works has been intended to mask the weakness produced by this detachment. If, as 
you say, you can beat him, do it without delay; and remember, that, if you lost. you must destroy him. ‘There is 
no excuse for a general who permits a beaten enemy to escape and to rally. These remarks grow out of some re- 
cent events in your quarter, and require no explanation. It is the President’s wish that you should communicate 
fully and freely with Brigadier General Williams. Itis only by this kind of intercourse that the efforts of all can 


be united in promoting the public good. ; 
[I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient humble servant. 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brigadier General Boyp, Fort George. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General John P. Boyd to the Secretary of War, dated 
Heap Quarters, Fort Grorce, July 27, 1813. 


**T had the honor to address you last on the 24th instant. On the 22d instant, General Lewis and Commodore 
Chauncey were advised by me that, from intelligence received from Major Chapin and deserters, most of the enemy’s 
captured ordnance, and their principal depot of ammunition, stores, &c. are at the head of the lake. It was suggested 
that a small force might surprise, take, destroy, or bring them off, if part of the fleet might be allowed to assist in 


moving our troops. 

* Vesterda the Lady of the Lake brought me a letter from Commodore Chauncey, stating that he approved of the 
enterprise, and would go himself with his fleet to the head of the lake, and requested guides, information, &c. I 
have deemed it proper to detail a number of troops, under the command of Colonel Scott, which will embark on 
board the Lady of the Lake, with directions to join the squadron, which is believed to be now somewhere near 


Little York.” 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Boyd to the Secretary of War, dated 
Fort Georce, July 31, 1813. 


~* | had the honor to address you on the 27th instant. Agreeably to the Ee therein suggested, Commodore 
Chauncey arrived here on the 28th instant, and received on board the fleet a body of men under the command of 
Colonel Scott. Light and contrary winds retard their progress up the lake, but ere this the attack has probably 
been made on the head of the lake. No information has as yet been received. ; 

** The enemy has lately kept his Indians so constantly scouring the woods of our vicinity, that we gain no 


deserters nor intelligence of his movements.” 


Colonel Scott’s Report. 
Fort Georce, Jugust 3, 1813. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, I proceeded on board the fleet with the detach- 
ment of troops under my command, destined to act against the enemy’s post at the head of Little Lake, or Bur- 
lington bay; in sight of which place I arrived late in the evening of the 30th ultimo, the fleet having been greatly 
delayed by the almost constant calm which has prevailed since we sailed. 

This delay of forty-eight hours, after our destination became obvious to the enemy, enabled him to anticipate our 
arrival by a reinforcement of 200 men from the nearest posts on this side of the lake, of which we were early apprized. 
Nevertheless, Commodore Chauncey, with my concurrence, thought it advisable to land the detachment from the 
army, together with about 250 marines and seamen from the fleet, (making a total force of about 500-men.) The better 
to enable us to ascertain the exact force and position of the enemy’s camp, the landing was made on the neck of 
land which nearly cuts off the Little Lake from Lake Ontario. From this point we could plainly discover the enemy’s 
position on Burlington heights, surrounded on three sides by a creek, and in front by an entrenchment and a battery 
of seven pieces of cannon, The Little Lake or bay is, between those two points, six or seven miles across. 

Perceiving the strength of the enemy’s position, and learning from the inhabitants that the force on veto. geen 
independent of the reinforcement above mentioned, was nearly equal to our own, the Commodore determined not 
to risk an attack, especially as our boats would have been greatly annoyed in the ascent towards the head of the bay 
by a small schooner of the enemy’s, having on board one 18 pound carronade. The channel connecting the two 
lakes did not afford water for the passage of either of our schooners. In the above opinion I fully concurred with 
the Commodore. It may be added, that the enemy received a further reinforcement of 400 men the same evening, 
by land, from Kingston. ‘ ; : 

On our return to this harbor, the fleet put into York, at which place we burnt the barracks and public stores, 
and brought off one piece of ordnance, (24 pounder) eleven batteaux, and about 400 barrels of flour and hard bread. 
The barracks and stores had been repaired since the 27th May. Thirty or forty sick and wounded in hospital were 
paroled, and four prisoners (regulars) brought off: There had been no garrison at the place for the few days previous. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
W. SCOTT, Colonel commanding detachment. 


Brigadier General Boyp, Commanding, &c. &c. 
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Extract of a letter from Brigadier General John P. Boyd to the Secretary of War, dated 
Heap Quarters, Forr Georce, U. C. August 8, 1813. 


** By Tuesday’s mail I had the honor to receive your commands of the 30th instant, and yesterday a number of 
letters enclosed, which were delivered as directed. 

* Conceiving myself at liberty to act offensively on the arrival of the fleet, an expedition was immediately con- 
certed against the enemy, and acceded to by Commodore Chauncey. One thousand was to embark on board the 
fleet, under the command of Brigadier General Williams, to land at the head of the lake. The army at this place 
was to move in two columns against the enemy’s front, while General Williams assailed his rear and cut off his 
retreat. Yesterday morning, the time when the troops were to have embarked, the enemy’s fleet was discovered 


off this place. een 1 
** Commodore Chauncey weighed anchor, approached him, and by every indication that a leeward position would 


admit, offered to engage.” 


Heap Quarters, Fort Georce, 4ugust 12, 1813. 

SIR . . 
I had the honor to address you the 8th instant. Unfavorable winds continued to thwart the wishes of Com- 
modore Chauncey to bring the enemy to action; and about the 9th instant he was so unfortunate as to lose, in a 
squall, two pot | schooners, which upset. On the night of the 10th a severe cannonade was heard on the lake, 
which we ascertained, in the morning, resulted in the loss of two of our smallest schooners. Undiscouraged by these 
slight disasters, Commodore Chauncey is still in pursuit of the enemy, resolved to bring him to a general engage- 
ment. These circumstances have necessarily delayed the attack upon the enemy, which was contemplated in my 
ist letter. General Porter is assembling a body of volunteers and Indians at Buffalo, with a view to co-operate 
in this enterprise. He will probably join us soon. Any thing which can be done without the co-operation of the 
fleet, shall be attempted. To attack the enemy, without being able to cut off his retreat, would be only beating without 
capturing him. omg : 
, I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN P. BOYD, Brigadier General Commanding. 


Hon. Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


Heap Quarters, Fort Georce, Jugust 15, 1813. 

Sir: ; 
[ had the honor to address you on the 12th instant; since which time nothing of importance has occurred. 
Commodore Chauncey has left this part of the lake, and the enemy have now so far the ascendancy as to render the 
proposed enterprise against his land force impracticable. Yesterday General Porter arrived at this place with a 
body of volunteers and Indians, which had been previously assembled at Buffalo. In the event of med an attack 
as was contemplated, this force would be of infinite service. At present they can only be employed to harass the 
enemy. ; ; 
I have the honor to be. sir, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN P. BOYD, Brigadier General Commanding. 


Hon. Jonn Armsrronc, Secretary of War. 





LETTERS FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR TO MAJOR GENERAL LEWIS, COMMANDING AT SACKETT’S 
HARBOR. 


Extracts of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General Lewis, dated 
War Department, July 9, 1813. 


* An order was expedited to General Dearborn, yesterday, permitting him to retire from the command of the 
army and district. Another was sent to Boyd, forbidding him to engage in any affair with the enemy that could 
be avoided, and subjecting him to the orders of Major General Hampton and of yourself. ‘This last (for Hampton 
is now the oldest officer in the district) was intended to meet the contingency suggested in my last letter, viz: 
that if we regained the command of the lake, and Yeo retired under the guns of Kingston, that this moment 
of superiority must not be lost, and that, bringing down Boyd’s division, a blow might be struck at that place. To 
favor this enterprise, orders will be sent to General Hampton to push his head quarters to the position held by our 
army the last campaign on Lake Champlain; and a requisition for ten thousand militia from the States of New York 
and Vermont, in reinforcement of this part of the plan, will be superadded. 

“The moment Chauncey goes out, our stores along the south shore of the lake should be brought down to the 
harbor, and, in that case, your small posts (consisting of regular troops) drawn into your main body.” 


War Department, July 3, 1813. 


Sir: 
It is not merely possible, but probable, that the British fleet in Lake Ontario may, upon the fitting out of the Gen - 
eral Pike, refuse a battle, and take shelter under the guns of Kingston until their new brig shall restore to them the supe- 
riority. A question of much importance arises on this supposed state of things. hat will be the best possible 
employment of our force during the period we may be able to command the lake? Shall we reinforce the troops at 
Fort George from Sackett’s Harbor, and cut off Vincent, or shall we bring from Fort George the mass of the division 
there, and uniting them to your present command, attack the enemy at Kingston? If the latter part of the alterna- 
tive be adopted, two things must be done. A heavy body of militia should be assembled at Ogdensburgh to draw 
to that point the enemy’s atteation, and General Hampton should move rapidly and in force against Montreal. Our 
assembled force at Sackett’s Harbor would amount to seven thousand men, independently of the naval means. The 
enemy’s land force at Kingston is about four thousand. Could a successful attack be made here, the fate of the cam- 
paign is decided—perhaps that of the war. The object is great; but in proportion as it is so, the means of effecting 
it ought to be well considered. From the sketches I have been able to procure of Kingston and its vicinity, I have 
no doubt but that the attack should be made on the works which cover the battery on Navy Point. These 
a ag beg tr battery, and harbor, are all at your discretion. Beware of dividing your attack. Confine it toa single 


point, but let that point be a commanding one. 
Believe me, General, very respectfully and faithfully, yours, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major Gen. Lewis, Sackett?s Harbor. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND MAJOR GENERAL HARRISON. 


Extract of 4 letter from the Secretary of War to General William H. Harrison, dated 


War Deprarrment, March 5, 1813. 


**T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 11th and 20th ultimo. 

** The suspension of your movement in advance appears to have been necessary; but though this may be the case, 
your demonstrations against Malden should not cease. ‘These you will make in suchfway as shall be best calculated 
to keep up the enemy’s alarm for the safety of that post, and of the ships of war wintering there. You will be more 
= to appreciate the value of this policy when I state, that we shall very soon be in motion on the Niagara and St. 

awrence. 

** You did well in stopping the march of the two regiments from Ohio. ‘To have added to your force so long as 
yess object is restricted to the maintenance of your present position, would have been a very useless expenditure of 

oth public spirit and public money. 

** As your campaign is now at an end, and yet nearly approached to that which is coming, it may be proper to 
communicate to you the President’s views in relation to your subsequent movements. 

“It would appear that Malden can only be cuoneeatelir approached by the route you are now upon, at two sea- 
sons of the year—mid-winter and mid-summer. The former is gone, and to wait for the latter would be hardly less 
disastrous than defeat itself. What remains for us to do is, to keep our present ground till the lake opens, and then 
to approach our object by water, and under convoy of the vessels of war building at Presque Isle. ‘These will be 
afloat and ready to operate by the middle of May. By the same time boats for’the transportation of the troops, a train 
of pray & baggage, &c. may be constructed. Cleveland is believed to be the place best fitted for this purpose. It 
will also be made the depot for the troops to be employed on the expedition, which will be the 24th regiment now 
at Massac; and three of the twenty new regiments provided by an act of the session of Congress which closed yes- 
ot. T'wo of these will be raised in the State o Ohio, and the third in that of Kentucky. 

“* Whatever these troops may fall short of the number and strength contemplated by the laws under which they 
shall be raised, must necessarily be made up from militia and volunteers; whence will arise the necessity of strictly 
attending to the progress of enlistments, so that. in the event of their failure, which may be readily foreseen, time 
may be left for resorting to the other expedient.” 


War Department, March 7, 1813. 
Sir: 
Your letter of the 18th of February, was, from some cause, delayed much beyond the usual course of the mail, 
and even some days after the receipt of your despatch of the 20th. 

You will find by my letter of the 5th instant, the plan prescribed for your part of the ensuing campaign; and to 
prevent any ill effect arising from its miscarriage, a second copy is herewith enclosed. It is probable that Colonels 
M’Arthur and Cass will both be promoted to the rank of Brigadier, and will be assigned to the command of the two 
brigades intended to form your division of the army. In the enumeration of corps making parts of this division, I 
did not mention the two regiments of the line, the 17th and 19th, parts of which are already with you. ‘The filling 
up of these would be an important service, and you are requested to promote it. If you are at ease with regard to 
the safety of your present post, against the attacks of the enemy, and have secured to yourself the means of subsist- 
ing it, there can be no motive for either reinforcingit by new draughts from the militia, or retiring from it. If, on the 
other hand, your force should be so reduced as to make your stay perilous, without a further reinforcement, you may 
employ the two regiments raised in Ohio, or so many of them as may be necessary to your object. If, again, the 
policy of adding to your force be forbidden, by the difficulty of subsisting it, and there arises a combination of both 
facts, viz: a want of force to maintain your present position, and a want of means to subsist a larger one, in that 
case, and in that alone, you will retire to the frontier settlements, and interpose the wilderness between you and the 


enemy. 
‘These directions have not grown out of any suggestions to be found in your letters, but have been produced by 
a circumspection which it is always proper to extend beyond the mere limits of existing circumstances. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Wiii1am H. Harrison, Franklinton, Ohio. 


War Department, March 9, 1813. 
Sir: 

The Government have the intention of building a number of boats on Lake Erie, for the purpose of transport - 
ing troops en that lake. Cleveland is the point farthest west, where any portion of these can be made with sufficient 
expedition. If the whole could be made there the better. These boats will be of the kind known by the name of 
Schenectady boats, narrow, and sharp a-head, and flat-bottomed. ‘They will carry from forty to fitty men each, 
with their baggage, arms, and accoutrements, and provision for the voyage. It is proposed to commit the superin- 
tendence of this service to you, and to bestow upon you, pro hac vice, the staff appointment of Deputy Quartermas- 
ter General. If workmen cannot be found at Cleveland and other places on the lake, you will take them from Pitts- 
burg. Such materials as you may want, other than those produced by the country itself, you will provide at Pitts- 
burg, and have senton without delay. Funds for this purpose will be put under your control, and you will be care- 
ful to make reports, weekly, of your progress. 

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, : 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Captain Jesup, Washington. 


Extract of a letter from Major General William H. Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap Quarters, Cumiicotue, March 17, 1813. 


** The known candor of your character is a sufficient security for my receiving your pardon for the liberty I take 
in making objections to the plan of operations communicated in your letter of the 5th instant. If there is a positive 
certainty of our getting the command of Lake Erie, and having a regular force of three thousand five hundred, or 
even three thousand, well disciplined men, the proposed plan of setting out from Cleveland, and landing on the north- 
ern shore, below Malden, would perhaps be the one by which that place and its dependencies could be most easily 
reduced. I am unacquainted with the extent of the preparations that are making to obtain the naval superiority upon 
Lake Erie; but should they fail, and the troops be assembled at Cleveland, it would be difficult to get again upon 
the proper track for making the attack round the head of the lake. ‘The attempt to cross the lake from Cleveland 
should not be made with any other than well diciplined troops. A comparatively smaller number of men of this 
description could effect the object, and for those, the means of conveyance might be obtained; but the means of 
transporting such an army as would be required, of militia, or undisciplined regulars, could not be procured. I can 
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see no reason why Cleveland should be preferred as the point of embarkation for the troops, or the deposite of provi- 
sions and stores. ‘These are already accumulated at the rapids of Miami, or in situations to be easily sent thither, 
to an amount nearly equal to the consumption of a protracted campaign. Although the expense and difficulty of 
transporting the provisions, artillery, and stores, for an army, round the head of the lake, would be very considerable, 
the lake being possessed by our ships, and the heavy baggage taken in boats along its margin, the troops would find 
no difficulty in the land route. ‘The force contemplated in your letter is, in my opinion, not sufficient to secure suc- 
cess. Admitting that the whole should be raised by the time pointed out, they would be very little superior to 
militia; the officers having, with scarcely an exception, to learn their duty before they could instruct their men; we 
have, therefore, no alternative but to make up by numbers the ype J in discipline. ye 

* T am well aware of the intolerable expense which attends the employment of a large militia force. We are 
now, however, in a situation to avoid those errors which made that of the last campaign so peculiarly heavy. Our 
supplies are procured, and so deposited that the period for the march of the army trom the advanced posts can be 
ascertained to an hour, and of course the troops need not be called out until the moment they are to act. Expe- 
rience has convinced me that militia are more eflicient‘in_ the early than in the latter part of their service. Upon 
the whole, it is my decided opinion that the rapids of Miami should be the point of rendezvous for the troops, as 
well as the principal depot. Indeed it must necessarily be the first deposite—the provisions for the army being, so 
placed that they can be taken to the lake in no other way. ‘The artillery and a considerable supply of ammunition 
are already there. Boats and pirouges have been built in considerable numbers on the Auglaize and St. Mary’s 
rivers, and every exertion is now making to increase them, intended for the double purpose of taking down the 
provisions to the rapids, and for coasting the lake with the baggage of the army in its advance. I had calculated 
upon being able partially to use this mode of transportation, even if the enemy should continue their naval superio- 
rity on the lake; but, with this advantage on our side, the whole baggage of the army could be safely and expedi- 
tiously carried along the coast in the boats and pirouges, which could be taken into the strait to transport the army 

‘anada shore. 
? py moh before observed, the army, unencumbered with heavy baggage, would find no difficulty in marching 
round the lake at any season, but what the enemy would create, and we have the means of subsisting a force that 
would be irresistible. : ; : 

** The objections to proceeding this way, stated in my letter to Colonel Monroe, arose from the time that would 
be necessary to construct boats after we should have arrived at the strait; but this objection is entirely obviated by 
our obtaining the command of the lake, as the boats and pirouges built upon the Miami will answer the purpose. 
With regard. to the quantum of force, my opinion is, that not only the regular troops, designated in your letter, but 
a large auxiliary corps of militia should be employed. ‘The only objection arises from the expensiveness of troops 
of that description. This, however, could not be an object, considering the very short time that it would be neces- 
sary to employ them. Let the moment for the commencement of the march from the rapids be fixed, and the mili- 
tia might be taken to that point, proceed and accomplish the object, and return home in two months. ; 

** Amongst the reasons which makes it necessary to ee a large force, { am sorry to mention the dismay and 
disinclination to the service which appears to prevail in the Western country; numbers must give that confidence 
which ought to be produced by conscious valor and intrepidity, which never existed in any army in a superior degree, 
than amongst the greater part of the militia which were with me through the winter. ‘The new draughts from this 
Staté are entirely of another character, and are not to be depended upon. I have no doubt, however, but a suffi- 
cient number of good men can be procured, and should they be allowed to serve on’horseback, Kentucky would fur- 
nish some regiments that would be not inferior to those that fought at the river Raisin, and they were, in my opin- 
ion, superior to any militia that ever took the field in modern times. Eight troops of cavalry have been formed in 
Kentucky to offer me their service; and several of them were intended tor twelve months’ volunteers. Governor 
Shelby has some thoughts of taking the field in person—a number of good men will follow him. He thinks that an 
address from me to the people of the State would produce a good effect; I have strong objections to those addresses, 
but will, nevertheless, have recourse to one, should other means fail of bringing forward a sufficient force. _ 

‘* Every exertion shall, in the mean time, be used, to forward the recruiting service: for a few weeks I think that 
my services would be more useful in that than any ether employment.” 


War Deparrment, ‘4pril 4, 1813. 
SiR: 

Your despatch of the 17th ultimo, from Chillicothe, has been received, and I hasten to repeat to you the views 
of the President, in relation to the next campaign, and the injunctions growing out of these, with regard to the em- 
ployment of militia, &c. 

Our first object is to get a command of the lakes. Means to accomplish this object have been taken, and we have 
the fullest assurance that, by the Ist day of June, it will be accomplished. 

This fact assumed, there can be no longer a doubt by what means, or by what route, the division of the army 
assigned to you, ought to approach Malden. A passage by water will carry you directly to the fortress you would 
attack, without impairing your strength by fatigue, or diminishing it by battle A passage by dand will, on the other 
hand, call for great efforts, and expose you to great losses, which, if they do not destroy, will at least cripple you. 
The former will be easy, safe, and economical; the latter difficult, dangerous, and enormously expensive. 

On the other supposition, that we fail to obtain the command of the lake, a new question will arise: whether the 
campaign shall take an offensive or defensive character? Be this question determined as it may, the utmost extent 
which can be given to the force employed, will be seven thousand effectives. ; 

Various reasons determine this point. ‘The enemy have never had in the field, for the defence of Malden, more 
than two thousand men. Their number has, no doubt, been hitherto limited by their means of subsistence, and 
this cause is not likely to suffer any very material change in their favor during the ensuing campaign. More than 
seven thousand men, therefore, would be unnecessary on our part. Again: to maintain a greater number, would be 
impracticable, in the present state of the treasury. 

It now remains only to signify to you, clearly and distinctly, the kind of force the Government mean hereafter 
to employ, in offensive operations, if it can be obtained. 

When the Legislature, at their last session, adopted the measure of augmenting the army to fifty-two regiments 
of the line, it was expressly in the view of superseding, hereafter, the necessity of employing militia, excepting in 
moments of actual invasion. In obedience to this policy, the President assigned to the 8th military district of the 
United States four of these new regiments, which, if filled, ana superadded to the two regiments of the line now 
in that district, and the 24th, in march for it, will give a total of seven regiments, or seven thousand men. This 
number forbids the belief that aay employment of militia draughts will be necessary, when it shall have been collected. 
Till, however, this be done, or, at least, till time be given for the experiment, so many militia only are to be called 
out, as shall be necessary for the defence of your posts on the Miami, and of your depots of provision on the lake. 
And, should the recruiting service go on less fortunately in the patriotic States of Kentucky and Ohio, than in other 
parts of the Union, you are, in that case, and in that case only, authorized to call out so many militia draughts as 
will make good the deficiency, and, organizing these, under the rules already prescribed, await the farther orders 
of the President, in your camp at the Rapids. 

To these orders I have to add, that you will regard it as your duty to keep this Department regularly and fre- 
quently informed of the actual condition of the troops under your command; as well in regard to equipment and 
supplies of provision and ammunition, as to number, discipline, and health; and that your weekly and monthly re- 
ports shall include, also, the state of the ordnance and quartermaster’s departments, noting particularly the num- 
ber of horses and oxen employed by both. You will readily pom the necessity for giving this order, when I 


state, that ne return, of any description, from your division of the army, has ever been received at the Adjutant 
5 m 








a eee - = 
— 


—e oo —~ — 





[18i4. 


454 MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


General’s office. Your proportion of the new staff has been given to you. Captain Adams has been appointed Assist- 
ant Adjutant General, and Mr. Bartlett, Deputy Quartermaster General of your division. ‘The Brigadier Gene- 
rals M’Arthur and Cass are employed in superintending the recruiting service. A letter from the latter gives 
reason to believe that this will go on well in the State of Ohio. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 











Major General Harrison, ; 
Commanding the 8th Military District United States. 


Extracts of a letter from Major General Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 
Heap Quarters, Camp Metcs, 4pril 21, 1813. 


** The plan for future operations, as laid down in your letter of the 4th, is, no doubt, the best that could have 
been devised, in the event of the promised naval success, and a prosperous issue to the recruiting business. My 
measures will, therefore, be entirely directed to the prosecution of the campaign in that way. ; 

** There is nothing to be feared as to the ulterior operations of the campaign. 
ut, in the event of their landing at Lowe: 


** [shall cause the movements of the enemy to be narrowly watched; 
Sandusky, that post cannot be saved. I will direct it, in such an event, to be evacuated. The stores there are not 


of much consequence, excepting about 500 stands of arms, which I will cause to be removed as soon as the roads are 
practicable; at present it is impossible.” 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General William H. Harrison, dated 
War Department, May 8, 1813. 


** Your letters of the 21st and 25th ultimo have been received. I never meant that you, or your artillery, vi 
stores for the campaign, now collected at Fort Meigs, should be brought back to Cleveland for embarkation. My 
intention was, that the boats built there should move along the coast, in the wake of the fleet, to Sandusky, or toe 
the very foot of the rapids, if that were practicable and expedient, taking in, on the route, what was wanted. The 
boats building and built by Major Jesup are not decked, but strong and high sided, and very competent to the 
navigation of the lake, particularly between the chain of islands and the west shore.” 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General William H. Harrison, dated 
War Department, May 21, 1813. 


** Your future requisitions for ordnance stores will be governed by the quantity on hand at Fort Meigs and 
ieces you propose to take with you against Malden. You 


Franklinton, and by the number and calibers of 4 ; opos : 
-five pieces, of which nine are eighteen pounders. 


whole train, if I am well informed, amounts to thirty ; 
“* The 24th regiment was, on the 10th instant, at Lexington, (Kentucky) on their way to Cleveland. You wil! 


give it any other point of rendezvous you may think proper, and adopt such means to assemble the other parts oi 
your division as will be most advisable. On this head, [ would but suggest, that the arrangement which shall best 
pe er real design, and most impress the enemy with a belief that your march to Malden will be by land, wil! 
e the best. 
** Clothing for the 26th, 27th, and 28th regiments, has been forwarded from Philadelphia. 
** The last accounts of the boats preparing by Major Jesup, were favorable. That officer will, necessarily, re- 
port to you, and take your orders.” 


Extract of a letter froin the Secretary of War to Major General Harrison, dated 
War Department, July 14, 1813. 


** Orders have been sent to Captain Perry to communicate to you the naval movements, and to concert with you 
the necessary co-operations. 

** Of the militia, you are authorized to take what, in your judgment, will be necessary. Such of the Kentucky 
militia as are in service would be better than a new draught. There is (of the Pennsylvania militia) one regiment at 
Erie, armed, equipped, &c. ‘These are subjected to your command.”’ 


War Department, 4ugust 5, 1813. 


SIR: 
The best interpretation of the late movements of the enemy in your quarter, is, that De Rottenberg has de- 
tached to the aid of Proctor between four and five hundred men, and that, with these, he is attempting to save 


Malden, by attacking Fort Meigs. If this conjecture be well founded, it suggests the true policy on our part, pro- 
vided the flotilla was over the bar. Go directly . Proctor to amuse himself with Fort 


5 to Malden, and leave Mr 
Meigs. There is no objection to your appointing the sergeants to other offices, pro tempore. Captain Butler has 


been appointed Major of the 32d regiment, and Lieutenant M’Gee, captain in the 42d. 
am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Harrison. 


Extract of a letter from Major General William H. Harrison, to the Secretary of War, dated 
Heap Quarters, SENEcA Town, 4ugust 22, 1813. 


‘Tam exerting every nerve to complete my preparations for crossing the lake, as soon as I am reinforced by twe 
thousand of the Kentucky militia. at number is indispensable, from the sickly state of the regular troops, of 


whom I shall think myself fortunate to take with me two-fifths of the aggregate amount.” 
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Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap Quarrers, Seneca Town, August 29, 1813. 


-* [ shall be able to embark, some day between the 10th and 15th proximo, with upwards of 2,000 regular troops, 
«nel 3,000 militia. Every exertion has been, and is continued to be made, to prepare for the contemplated offensive 
yperations; but, as we could not navigate the lake until our flotilla came up, nor accumulate at any point on its mar- 
ain, the stores that were at Upper Sandusky and Fort Winchester, during Proctor’s late invasion, it will take the 
time I have mentioned before the embarkation can be effected. It might be facilitated by moving the troops that are 
here, immediately to the lake, and then waiting for the Kentucky militia. But so extremely unhealthy is the whole 
of the Southern shave, from Huron to the river Raisin, that the most fatal effects would follow the keeping the troops 
upon it, even for a few days. You can form a correct estimate of the dreadful effects of the immense body of stag- 
nant water, with which the vicinity of the lake abounds, from the state of the troops at Lower Sandusky. Upwards 


of ninety are this morning reported on the sick list, out of about two hundred and twenty. Those at Fort Meigs are 
’ 


not much better.” 


Extract of a letter from Major General William H. Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 
Heap Quarters, Bass Istanv, September 22d, 1813. 


** The greater part of the troops are here with me, and the whole will, I believe, be up by twelve o’clock. I shall 
proceed as far as the Middle Sister, in the course of to-night and to-morrow, and, in the following night get so near 
the enemy’s coast as to land two or three miles below Malden, by eight o’clock in the morning. These prospects 
may, however, be retarded by adverse winds. Commodore Perry gives me every assistance in his power, but his 
-rews were so much cut up in the late action, that he cannot navigate his vessels without the aid of my men.” 


War Department, Sacketr’s Harsor, September 22, 1813. 


SIR: 

Information has reached me, through various but unofficial channels, that Commodore Perry had captured the 
whole of the British fleet on Lake Erie. If this be true, it is matter of much personal and public congratulation. It 
enables you to make sure of Malden, and, as a subsequent measure, to carry your main body down the lake, and 
vy throwing yourself into De Rottenberg’s rear, to compel him to quit his new positions before Fort George. After 
General Wilkinson shall have left that place, there will be found on the two sides of the Niagara a force amount- 
ing to three thousand men, who will be subjected to your orders. By giving this new direction to your operations, 
you will readily perceive of how much more importance it is, in the opinion of the Executive, to be able to expel the 
enemy from the country lying between the two lakes, Erie and Ontario, than to pursue the Indians into their woody 
and distant recesses. A few days will put us in motion from this point. 


Accept my best wishes, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


General Harrison. 


Heap Quarrers, AMHERSTBURGH, September 27, 1813. 
SIR: 
I have the honor to inform you, that I landed the army under my command -about three miles below this 
place, at three o’clock this evening, without opposition, and took possession of the town in an hour after. General 
Proctor has retreated to Sandwich, with his regular troops and Indians, having previously burned the fort, nav 
yard, barracks, and public store houses. ‘The two latter were very extensive, covering several acres of ground. 
will pursue the enemy to-morrow, although there is no probability of overtaking him, as he has upwards of 1,000 
iorses, and we have not one in the army. I shall think myself fortunate to be able to collect a sufficiency to mount 
the general officers. It is supposed here that General Proctor intends to establish himself upon the river French, 
forty miles from Malden. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect,yeur most obedient humble servant, 
WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 


Joun Armsrrone, Esq. Secretary of War. 





Extract of a letter from Major General William H. Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap Quarters, near Moravian town, on the river Thames, eighty miles from Detroit, 
October 5, 1813. 


** I have the honor to inform you that, by the blessing of Providence, the army under my command. has, this 
evening, obtained a complete victory over the combined Indian and British forces, under the command of General 
Proctor. I believe that nearly the whole of the enemy’s regulars are taken or killed; + the former are all the 


-uperior officers, except General Proctor. My mounted men are now in pursuit of him. Our loss is very trifling.” 


Extracts of a letter from Major General Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap Quarters, Detroit, October 16, 1813. 


** A detachment of the army, under the command of Brigadier General M’ Arthur, has been for some days wait- 
ing at this place for the necessary provisions to proceed to Lake Michigan. I am sorry to inform you, however, 
that, from the effects of a vioient storm, there is now no prospect of accomplishing that desirable object, the reduc- 
tion of Michilimackinack, this season. It is with the greatest regret 1 inform you, that it is almost reduced to a cer- 
tainty, that two of our schooners have been lost on Lake Erie, the Chippewa and Ohio; the former loaded with the 
baggage of the troops from Bass Island, the latter with flour and salt provisions from Cleveland.” 

** Upon a consultation with the two Brigadiers, and Commodore Perry and Captain Elliot, it was unanimously 
determined that the season is too far advanced to attempt an expedition to Mackinack, if it were not commenced in 
two or three days, and there was no hopes of supplies being obtained in that time. 

“It is generally believed here, that General Proctor despatched an order to the commanding officer at Mackinack, 
to destroy the post, and retreat by the way of Grand River. At any rate, it is not a matter of much importance to 
have that place in our possession during the winter, cut off as it is from a communication with the rest of the 


world.” 
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. Sackett’s Harsor, October 20, 1813. 

SIR: 

_ The enemy’s corps before Fort George broke up their cantonments on the 9th, and marched rapidly for 

Burlington Bay, which he reached on the 11th. _ By taking this route he may intend to reinforce Proctor on the 

- og zpenem, or Kingston, at the head of the St. Lawrence. He was apprised of the abandonment of Malden on 
e fifth. 

We are, perhaps, too remote to profit by each others suggestions; but it does not appear to me that Sandwich is 
the point at which Proctor will stop, if you pursue him. From Point aux Pins, on Lake Erie, there is a good road, 
to Chatham, on the Thames; the distance is not more than twenty-four miles. Were this. gained, and travelled 
back to Sandwich, the enemy’s means of subsistence might be destroyed, and himself compelled to surrender. But, 
of the practicability of this, you are the best judge. My pa is suggested by the map. 

The first division of this army sailed two days ago. The second and the reserve follow to-day. 

Yours, with great respect, 


J. ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Harrison. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap Quarters, Erie, Pennsyivania, 
October 21, 1813. 

** Soon after my letter to you of the 16th instant was written, I was informed that a special messenger, with de- 
spatches from you, had left Bass Island in the schooner Chippewa, which had been driven from the mouth of the 
Detroit river in a violent storm; and from the circumstance of a quantity of baggage, belonging to the officers, which 
was known to be on board, being found on the lake shore, she was believed to have been lost. As I had nearly com- 
pleted the arrangement for a suspension of hostilities with the Indians, although I had no information as to the 
movement of the army on Lake Ontario, I determined to embark General M’Arthur’s brigade, and the battalion of 
the United States’ riflemen, and proceed with them down the lake, until I could receive some certain information 
of the movements of the army under General Wilkinson, and what was expected from me. I arrived here this 
morning, with Commodore Perry, in the Ariel, having left the remainder of the fleet at Bass Island. It is probable 
they will be here this evening, when we shall immediately proceed to Buffalo.” 


Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap Quarters, Burrato, New York, October 24, 1813. 


* [ have this moment landed at this place, from on board the schooner Ariel, which is one of the seven vessels 
with which I left Detroit, having on board the greater part of M’Arthur’s brigade, and the detachment of United 
States’ rifle regiment, under Colonel Smith. The other vessels are all, I believe, in sight, and will be up in a short 
time. The aggregate number of troops with me is about thirteen hundred, but not more than one thousand fit for 
duty. Before this reaches you, you will no doubt be informed of the loss of your messenger, Captain Brown, with 
the despatches that were entrusted with him. Not having received your directions, and being entirely ignorant of 
the state of our military operations in this quarter, | was much at a loss to know how to proceed; but believing that 
General Cass with his brigade would be able to secure Detroit, and our adjacent conquests, after having concluded 
an armistice with a greater part of the hostile tribes, I concluded that I could not do better than to move down the 
lake with the remaining part of the troops. A part of M’Arthur’s brigade is still at Bass Island, where they were 
left for the want of means of conveyance; and a considerable portion of their baggage was also left from the same 
cause. Means, however, have been taken to collect, and bring them on. 

** [ shall move down the troops immediately to Fort George, where I shall await your orders, unless an opportu- 
nity should previously occur of striking at the enemy. The information I have received here of the situation and 
movements of the enemy, on the head of Lake Ontario, is vague and contradictory.” 


War Department, Wiiwna, Oclober 30, 1813. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the fifth and of the twenty-fourth instant. 

The despatch by Captain Brown, and which with him was lost in Lake Erie, suggested, as an ulterior movement, 
the coming down to the Niagara river, and putting yourself on the right and rear of De Rottenberg’s position before 
Fort George; while General M’Clure, with his brigade of militia, volunteers, and Indians, should approach them 
in front. ‘The enemy seems to have been aware of this, or of some similar movement, as he began his retreat on the 
ninth. and did not stop until he had gained the head of Burlington Bay, where I understand, by report, he yet is. 
This is his last strong hold in the peninsula. Routed from this, he must surrender, or make his way down Lake 
Ontario to Kingston. His force is estimated at twelve or fifteen hundred effectives. The capture or destruction of 
this corps would abe glorious finale to your campaign. Our operations in this quarter are but beginning, at a time 
when they ought to have ended. 

{ shall go on slowly towards Utica, where [ may have the pleasure of seeing Adjutant General Gaines. 

I am, sir, very respecifully, your most obedient servant, 
. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General Harrison. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Harrison, duted 


Boonsvitite, November 3, 1813. 


** | have fortunately met Colonel Gaines on the way to his regiment. ‘The deputy paymaster shall have orders 
to attend to the brigade you have brought with you. Captain Butler will act as your assistant adjutant general, and 
shall receive an appointment as such. ‘The officers of the several corps composing your division, (as well those 
at Fort George as of General Cass’s brigade) not indispensable to the command of the troops now in the field, should 
be immediately despatched on the recruiting service. I need not invoke your attention to a subject so important to 
the early and successful opening of the next campaign, and to the extent and character of your particular command. 
Will the whole of Cass’s brigade be wanted to the westward? In the event of a peace with the savages, a less force 
will be sufficient; and to hasten and secure this event, the present moment and present impressions must be seized. 
Of the warriors, suing for peace, one or more should be sent by the nearest route, and by the most expeditious 
mode, to the Creek Nation. ‘The story of their defeat by you, and subsequent abandonment by the British, commu- 
nicated by themselves, would probably have adecided effect on their red brethren of the South, and save us the trou- 
ble and expense ef beating them into a sense of their own interest. When I wrote to you from Wilna, it was doubt- 
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ful whether our attack would be made directly upon Kingston or upon Montreal. Reasons exist for our preferring 
the latter course, and have probably determined General Wilkinson to go down the St. Lawrence. In this case. 
the enemy will have, at Kingston, besides his fleet, a garrison of twelve or fourteen hundred men, Had we not_a 
corps in the neighborhood, these might do mischief, and even render insecure the winter station of our fleet. To 
prevent this it is deemed advisable to draw together, at Sackett’s Harbor, a considerable military force. There are 
now at that post between four and five hundred men of all descriptions—sick, convalescent, and effective. Colonel 
Scott’s detachment (about seven hundred) are on their march thither; and it is barely possible that Col, Randolph’s 
(not arriving in time to move with the army) may be there also. This does not exceed three hundred and fifty. 
M’Arthur’s brigade added to these, will make a force entirely competent to our object. ‘To bring this brigade down 
the lake you must have the aid of the fleet, which will be readily given by Commodore Chauncey. On this point I 
shall write to him, and suggest a communication with you in relation to it. 

‘** This new disposition will render necessary the employment of so many of the militia and volunteers, now in 
service under General M’Clure, as you may deem competent to the safe-keeping of Forts George and Niagara, 
and their dependencies.” 


Heap Quarters, Newark, November 16, 1813. 
Sir: 

Commodore Chauncey, with the fleet, arrived here yesterday morning, and informed me that he was ready to 
receive the troops to convey them down the lake; and that the season was so far advanced, rendering the navigation 
dangerous to the smaller vessels, that it was desirable they should be embarked as expeditiously as possible. As 
a very small part of the militia and volunteers had arrived, and the situation of Sackett’s Harbor appearing to me 
to require immediate reinforcement, I did not think proper to take upon myself the responsibility of postponing 
the departure of the troops for the lower part of the lake, conformably to the directions contained in your letter ot 
the third instant. 

The information I received yesterday, from two respectable citizens, that were taken near Fort Meigs, in June 
Jast, and who made their escape in an open boat from Burlington, confirms me in the propriety of sending them off. 
‘These men state, the troops were hurrying to Kingston from York as fast as possible. The regulars going down 
in boats, and the militia bringing the latter back. 

The troops are now all embarked, and under the command of Colonel Smith, who is an officer in whose capacity 
and bravery the greatest reliance may be placed. 

I shall set out this evening for the seat of Government. 


I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, 
Sir, your humble servant, 


WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 
Hon. Joun Armstrone, Esqr. Secretary of War. 





CORRESPONDENCE WITH GOVERNOR SHELBY, IN RELATION TO THE NORTHWESTERN CAMPAIGN. 


. Frankrort, Jugust 1, 1813, 
Sir: 

A few days ago I was honored with a letter from General Harrison, under date of the 20th ultimo, by his 
Aid-de-camp, Major Trimble. In it he says, that “he had just received a letter from the Secretary of War, au- 
thorizing him to call from the neighboring States such numbers of militia as he might deem requisi’e for the ensuing 
operations against Upper Canada.” In pursuance of that power, he has made a requisition on the Government of 

entucky for reinforcements, and has referred me to Major Trimble for information, &c. &c. and has, in warm 
terms, solicited my taking the field in person. Much delay would have been the inevitable consequence of orderin 
out the militia as infantry, in the ordinary mode, by draught. As mounted volunteers, a competent force can, | fee 
confident, be easily raised. I have therefore appointed the 31st of this month, at Newport, in this State, for a ge- 
neral rendezvous of mounted volunteers. 

I have the honor of enclosing, for the information of the President, a copy of my address to the militia of this 
State on the occasion. | : : 

The prospect of acting efficiently against Upper Canada will, I have no doubt, call forth a large force to our 
standard, and they will be immediately marched to the head quarters of the Northwestern army, in such bodies as 
will best facilitate their movements; when there they can act as foot or mounted, 2s circumstances may require. 

I shall take great pleasure to hear from the President on this subject, previous to my departure from this place, 
and I request the favor of you to lay this letter immediately before him for his consideration, and that you will be 
pleased to apprise me of the result by the earliest conveyance. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


ISAAC SHELBY. 
The Hon. the Secretary or War. 


Rep Hoox, Nort River, 4ugust 21, 1813. 


I had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the Ist of August, by the Southern mail of yesterday, 
and of learning from the War Office that a copy of it had been forwarded to the President for his consideration and 
orders. "These will be communicated to your Excellency as promptly as possible. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
His Excellency the Governor or Kenrucky. 


Norr.—lIt is understood that it was not till the receipt of the above at the War Office, for transmission to Kentucky, that Go- 
vernor Shelby’s letter was sent to the President. ‘ 


. War Orricr, Sepfember 27, 1813. 
IR: 

In the absence of the Secretary of War, I have the honor to inform your Excellency that the President has 
been pleased to approve your arrangements, in substituting volunteers for the detached militia required by General 
Harrison. : 

The term of service for the detachment under your Excellency must depend on the arrangements of the com- 
manding general, to whom you are referred for the necessary information relative to their duty, and the po:nts where 
your troops will be expected to operate. 

It will be proper for your Excellency to keep up a correspondence with General Harrison. This is rendered the 
more necessary, as the several requisitions which have been made by him for volunteers and militia have not been 
accurately reported to the War Offices and it is possible he may find it advisable to discharge a part of your force 
before they reach the frontier. 
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in the present critical period of the campaign, it seems advisable to submit all further arrangements to General 
Harrison, under the instructions he has received from the President through the Secretary of War. 
With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 
DANL. PARKER, C. C. War Department. 





His Excellency Isaac Surtpy, Governor of Kentucky. 





CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND MAJOR GENERAL HAMPTON. 
September 1, 1813. 


DEAR Sir: 

Prevost has gone up to the head of the lake; Yeo has followed him. The object is either to attack Boyd, or to 
draw Wilkinson to the west, and spin out the campaign, without either giving or receiving blows of decided char- 
acter. In either case, his [Prevost’s] rear is manifestly neglected, and we must not lose the advantage he presents 
for attacking it.. Wilkinson has gone on to Fort George to baffle Prevost, (if the former be his object) and to 
bring off the army, should the other be manifestly his intention. If Chauncey beat Yeo, Sir George’s case wil be des- 


perate. ‘This is the pivot on which the issue of the campaign turns. 
I am, dear sir, yours, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Camp, NEAR Buruincron, Seplember 7, 1813. 


SiR: 

Your letter of the 1st instant came to hand by express the last evening. My dispositions for a movement had 
been shaped to meet the arrangement communicated in my letter of the 31st ultimo; but I called together the heads 
of departments this morning to know how far it would be practicable to anticipate that which you had indicated in 
your despatch of the 29th, and it was found impracticable. 

Learned’s regiment has not arrived. The ordnance and fixed ammunition belonging to the artillery were only 
to leave Albany on the 5th, and the latter for the infantry is not yet on its way, notwithstanding my order to Major 
Bomford, as early as the 12th or 15th of August; and without it I shall be fifty rounds a man short, having now less 
than fifty, including those in the cartridge boxes. But what is worse than all, the Quartermaster General’s arrange- 
ments for the land transportation is shaped to the 20th, and cannot be met at an earlier day. 

A descent by water, and direct attack on the Isle aux Noix, is out of the question. It is a place of immense 


strength, and cannot be approached but by a decided superiority of naval strength. ‘This Commodore M’Donough 


does not pretend toe assume in the narrow waters. He has this ae been explicitly consulted upon that point. 


Our approach must be by the Plains of Acadia. I have directed a monthly return to be enclosed. Our strength will 
be less than 4,000 effectives. Lane and Leonard’s regiments have come on, with mumps and measles upon them, 
and totally destitute of the least instruction. Too much must not be expected from us. All accounts concur in re- 
presenting the force of the enemy at more than 5,000, exclusive of three battalions of incorporated militia (twelve 
months men) stationed at the Cedars and Cascades, some distance up the St. Lawrence. If any have gone to Kings- 
ton, they have been detached from these points. ‘These battalions consist of 400 men each. 

I shall expect information from you respecting the state of things above, but shall not wait a moment for it after 


1 am ready. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W. HAMPTON. 


Hon. Joun Arnmstrrone, Secretary of War. 


SackeTr’s Harsor, September 13, 1813. 


“IR: 

Your letter of the 7th instant has been received. Chauncey probably fought a battle on the 11th instant. A heavy 
cannonade was distinctly heard at this place for several hours, and a boat from Great Sodus states, that an engage- 
ment between the fleets took place off Presque Isle, on the northern shore of the lake. (Presque Isle is nearly oppo- 
site to Great Sodus.) We are anxiously looking for the result. Had Chauncey been beaten, or so crippled as to 
make it necessary for him to go into port, we should have seen him here before to-day. His absence and his 
silence give us, therefore, an assurance that whatever may have been the issue of the battle, it has not disabled him 
from covering the intended movement of the troops. 

Our information differs widely from yours as to the strength of the enemy at Montreal and its dependencies. A 


deserter from a British detachment of 300 men, moving from Montreal to Kingston, and who left them near the 
head of the rapids, came to this post the day before yesterday. He states that the whole regular force near Mon- 
treal does not exceed one thousand effectives, and that but three hundred invalids have been left at Quebec. This 
agrees with information received through other channels less direct, and perhaps less correct than yours. 

From General Wilkinson I have not heard a syllable since his cael a ort George, which was on the 4th in- 


stant. He must now be on the point of moving. o- ; ae ; 
The 10th and 32d regiments are in march for Plattsburg. The latter was destined for this place, but learning 


that it could not leave Philadelphia before the 12th, I have given to it the shorter march and nearer scene of action. 

It is much to be regretted that our naval means on Lake Champlain should have fallen so far short of their ob- 
ject. ‘To our operations an ascendancy in the narrow parts of the lake is of infinite moment. A well chosen posi- 
tion on the plains is the alternative of most promise. It may keep the different corps of the enemy in a state of 


separation. 
With great respect, I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Hampton. 


Heap Quarters, CumBERLAND Heap, September 15, 1813. 


SiR: : 

I have got my forces nearly concentrated at this point; and, with M’Donough’s aid, have put a stopper 

on the lake, which ensures tranquillity while my preparations are going on. All now depends on the Qurtermaster 

General, and I believe he will surmount every obstacle. I 3 ay * be ready. 
am, &c. 


WADE HAMPTON. 


SecreETARY oF War. 
Sacketr’s Harsor, September 19, 1813. 


Dear GENERAL: 
Chauncey has chased Yeo round the lake and obl 
now gone up to Fort George to bring down the troops. 


iged him to take shelter in Kingston. The Commodore has 
We are ready at this point to embark. It may, perhaps, be 
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the 30th before our forces will be assembled and in motion. Your movements may of course be somewhat delayed; 


say to the 25th or 26th. , ; : a . 
It is believed in Kingston that Sir George Prevost is about going to Quebec. Will he not stop at Montreal? 


Yours, faithfully, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


General Hampron. 


Heap Quarters, aT Littite Cuazry, September 22, 1813. 


Sir: : 
At 6 o’clock, P. M. on the 19th, [ dropped down with the army from Cumberland Head for the shore nea- 
this place, and landed at 12 o'clock at night, and an hour after had the light corps of the army in motion against the 
advanced posts of the enemy—Snelling’s command against a post a little over the line, on the lake shore, and Ham- 
ilton’s against Odletown. The blow was to have been struck at the dawn, and the corps were to unite at the latter 
place, twelve miles distant. Both corps were misled by their guides. Snelling finding himself out of his way for 
the first point, pushed for the second, and as Hamilton had taken a circuit to get below it, Snelling arrived first and 
fell upon the picket in a house, which he killed or took, except two or three, and the main body escaped. 
Hamilton arrived soon after; the army joined them a little after nine. A few desperable Indians continued to 
lurk — the distant bushes, and frequently crawled up and fired upon our sentries during the day and the succeed- 
ing night. 
"Ons was killed on his post in the dark, and two or three others wounded. oe were frequently drove off and 
. The army had on their backs five 


the thickets scoured, but they continued to hover around as long as we staid } 
days provisions, and my intention was to push through the wood, remove all obstructions, and repair the roads fo: 
our supplies, artillery, fon age, &c. which was to follow; but an insurmountable difficulty occurred, which at once 

i e drought had been uncommon, and I had some doubts of the practicability of procur- 


defied all human exertion. 1 . D : 
ing water for the troops, horses, and teams; but the points of Odletown, La Cole, and the river La Cadia were re- 


presented to me as a sure resource. , 
ings of Odletown, and the beds of La Cole and La Cadia 


The troops, however, soon dried up the wells and - 
are represented, from an —- not to be questioned, to be dry. ‘The troops began to suffer extremely, and the 
few cavalry and artillery horses that arrived, were obliged to be sent back to Champlain, a distance of four miles, 


for water. The difficulty began to produce effects the most to be dreaded. 
It was not a time to hesitate: the general staff and commanding officers of the corps were called together, and 


there was but one voice. 
The Chataugay route was adopted. 


obstructions in the other considered. 
The army fell back in the afternoon of the 21st, and encamped at Champlain. The Chataugay road takes off near 


this place, and the army will advance on it seven miles this afternoon. The baggage is now advancing on it. I hope 
to arrive at Chataugay on the evening of the twenty-fourth. I can from thence join you at any point you may advise 
on the St. Lawrence. My object is Cognawaga, es to La Chine, about forty miles from Chataugay, and ten 
from Montreal: I have my guides, and information | can rely upon. This position will present three points. If I 
do not hear from you I can take either, or hold fast, as circumstances shall indicate. 

My first movement was unexpected to the enemy; must draw him into some confusion; and will pass as a feint 
so soon as he hears of my route to Aegon My force is less numerous than I expected. It is raw, and of a de- 
scription that will be forever falling off. All J can say is, it shall have all the capacity I can give it. 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


It was circuitous, but afforded water, and was practicable in less time,all 


W. HAMPTON. 


P. S. Since writing | find that all the corps cannot leave this ground before morning, and that it will be the 
25th before we reach Chataugay. 
W. H. 


The Hon. Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


SackeT?’s Harpor, September 25, 1813. 
SIR 
Your letter of the 22d instant was delivered to me last night. Commodore Chauncey left this place on the 
18th, in the intention of ane up to Fort George, and covering the transportation of the troops from that point to 
this. On the twenty-first he had not arrived there; the effect, I suppose, of adverse winds. This circumstance wil! 
necessarily bring after it a delay in the execution of our joint operations, and will indicate the propriety of your not 
advancing beyond Malone, or the Four Corners, until you have advice of our movement. The Sietamee from this 
place to Malone is about one hundred and thirty miles. An express can reach you in thirty hours, and will, of 
course, enable you to gain the village of Cognawaga as early as may be proper. You will give such direction to the 
militia corps assembling or assembled at Plattsburg as you may think most advisable. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major Gen. Hampron. 


Heap Quarters, PomERoy’s, 
Thirteen miles from Chataugay, Sept. 25, 1813. 


Sir: 
| had this morning, at three o’clock, the honor to receive your letter of the 19th, and finding so much time 
ou my hands, the idea has occurred, that a great advantage may arise from a closer view of our means, and the 
clearest possible concert and understanding in their application. Of every matter and thing, relating to mine, 
Col. Atkinson will give you as full an idea as if you had been with me for the last five days. ‘hen you shall have 
—— fully upon them, my arrangements and ideas, your indications can be made with more precision and con- 
dence. 

The perfect rawness of the troops, with the exception of not a single platoon, has been a source of much solici- 
tude to the best informed among us. This solicitude has not been removed by the first experiment. Every thing 
was done, to be sure, that ought to have been done; but not in that style which the example of a Snelling, a Hamil- 
ton, &c. ought to have inspired in the movements of even the light corps. We want a little more mercury, in the 
ranks, at least. Can you not let me have the first dragoons, and one more veteran battalion? At all events let me 
have Hane and Haig, that I may have their local as well as their constitutional ardor. 

But the great object of this letter is, a full and distinct view and pepe | on both sides. All I need say 
is, <a part shall be assigned to me, in the general plan, shall be executed to the utmost extent of my abi- 

ity and power. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 
W. HAMPTON. 


Hon. Joun Arnmstrrone, Secretary of War. 
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Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War io Major General Hampton, dated 
War Derarrment, September 28, 1813. 


** The position you have taken is better calculated to keep up the enemy’s doubts, with regard to your real point 
of attack, than any other. old it fast till we approach you. In the present state of the campaign we ought to run 
no risks by separate attacks, when combined ones are practicable and sure. Had you been able to have broken down 
the head of their defences, and seized the bank of the St. Johns, at the Rapids, you would have bothered his knight- 
ship considerably; but, on the whole, the western movement is to be preferred; because in it there is safety and 
concert, and, in the mean time, enough to render his attention to different points necessary, and of course to keep his 
forces in a state of division. 

* The moment the enemy left the upper parts of the Chesapeake, I ordered Pickens, with his battalion of the 
tenth, to join you. A battalion of the thirty-second has similar orders.” 


. Heap Quarters, Cuatraucay, October 4, 1813. 
Dear Sir: 


No change of importance in my affairs has occurred since my last, by Colonel Atkinson; but, as there are seve- 
ral of minor consideration, I have Judged that a detailed view of them might be of some use, at the moment of your 
arranging, with our commanding general, the main case of the proposed operations. 

The road to Plattsburg will be completed to-day, and is a pertect /urnpike. ‘The artillery, consisting of eight 
six-pounders, one twelve, and one howitzer, tolerably appointed and found, is arrived. I have but a small stock of 
provisions on hand, but have the most pointed assurance from Colonel Thomas, the Quartermaster General, that a 
supply of sixty days of bread and flour will arrive, at once, in the course of three or four days. I have only from 
forty to fifty rounds of musket cartridges with me, but this convoy will make the supply an hundred, and give to 
the artillery all it requires in reserve. ‘The supply ef salted provisions will not exceed one-fourth of the proportion 
of flour; but we have, and can have, an unlimited supply of good beef cattle. Brigadier General Parker is at Platts- 
burg, hastening my supplies, and presiding over some arrangements that were thought necessary. I have directed 
the commencement of a petty war, or invasion of the lines, at and near Lake Champlain, by Colonel Clark, who has 
some volunteers, and Brigadier General Fasset, (our colonel) who has, at my instance, called out his brigade of mi- 
litia. ‘The latter, I understand, turn out but badly; but they will make, together, I suppose, from six hundred to a 
thousand men. ‘There has been inculcated by the artifices of the British, a shameful and corrupt neutrality on the 
lines, for the purpose of gain. I have directed these officers to break the truce. And, should other means fail, to 
act the part of the mischievous urchin, who, to get two peaceable tabbies at ** making the fur fly,” held them up to- 
gether by the tail. To be serious, it is really time each individual shall take his side, and that traitors to either 
should meet their due reward. What I am aiming at, however, is tranquillity on the road, by kicking up a dust on 
the lines. It will also create a division at a proper point. Of Hopkins’s militia, but about two hundred and fifty have 
arrived, and not more than fifty or sixty of them have consented to pass the line. Such as refused, General Par- 
ker was authorized to keep on the lines below, and to excite all the a/arm he could, with them and the Vermonters. 
The change of habit has produced more sickness among my raw soldiers than I expected. I believe the number 
has accumulated at this place to three hundred, and I am afraid will increase. The enemy is in considerable 
force, about twelve or fourteen miles distant. He made an attack on one of my out-posts, with three or four hun- 
dred regulars, and as many Indians, on the afternoon of the first instant, but he fell into bad hands. He found 
Snelling well posted with his own and Wool’s corps. ‘The attack was made with the Indians, and the regulars lay 
inambush. But Snelling dashed upon them with such rapidity upon their flanks, that they all scampered away to- 
gether. Lieutenant Nash, of the thirty-third regiment, and one man, were killed, and one wounded. If the Indians 
lost any, they carried them off. ; 

The Indians still hover about us, and shoot at our sentries. ‘The St. Regis people are poor d—lIs. 

I have written in much haste, and have neither time for correction nor copying. You must take it for better or for 
worse. I will only entreat you to regard it in any other light rather that of an official communication. You may, 
however, no less rely upon all the information it conveys. 


I am, sir, very respectfully and truly, your most obedient servant, 
W. HAMPTON. 


The Hon. Joun ARMSTRONG. 


Heap Quarters, Cuataucay, October 12, 1813. 
Dear Str: 

My solicitude to know your progress, and the real state of the grand army, is extreme. It is, perhaps, not 
less necessary for both, that I should be constantly informed. Implicit faith, cordiality, and concert, ought to unite 
our efforts. ‘These have formed the basis of our exertions so far, and promises, more than our numbers, the result 
so much desired. Ihave no reference to individuals; but to the heart of every man. The point and movement of 
our junction is all important: and that, and not the moment of my departure from hence, ought to be indicated; be- 
cause I ought to be the best judge of the ¢ime necessary to surmount the obstacles in the way. Between this and 
Cognawaga, much work on the road is necessary, and I ought to advance upon it two or three days earlier than 
might be judged necessary on a smooth and solid road. By seizing and holding strong positions in my front, the 
work could progress in my rear, without incurring risk, until I arrived within a striking distance. You have said 
**hold fast,” and it might be considered precipitate to advance before I hear, at least, that the Rubicon is passed 
above. ‘These are points for your consideration, and those with you who guide the general movement. You have 
not sent me the two hundred mounted dragoons. ‘Their presence, on ground the possession of which I do not de- 
spair of gaining, added toa force of four thousand effective infantry, and a well appointed frain, ought to inspire you 
with some reliance upon our army, new as it is. High pretensions have been avoided; but the moment has arrived 
when it is, perhaps, necessary for us to be estimated at as much as we are worth. __ 

The tenth is at hand, and is included in the estimate. It is believed the militia may serve for escorts to what 
must follow us. 
Colonel Clark is carrying on his small war, on the lines, with all the effect contemplated. ‘The enemy’s motley 
force have every where nearly disappeared. He is concentrating, no doubt, on points in my way, or on the river. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant, 
W. HAMPTON. 
The Hon. General Armsrrone, Secretary of War. 


We had an intelligent deserter of the regiment of Canadian fencibles. He states the enemy’s force near us, at 
three thousand men; but, when put to the detail, gave it as follows: 


Thirteenth regiment—two flank companies and part of a battalion, - - - 300 men. 
Muron’s French regiment, two flank companies, —- - : ° - 200 
Canadian fencibles, Colonel Robinson, —- - eee. - - 150 
Colonel Shaburry’s command, voltigeurs, and Indians, and some fencibles, - - 700 
Two battalions of incorporated militia, —- - - - - - 750 

The whole commanded by Colonel Williams, - - - - 2,100 


Sir George had gone along to Montreal. He brought down thirty-six boats and about six hundred troops, includ- 
ed in the above. 





























1814.} CAUSES OF THE FAILURE OF THE NORTHERN ARMY. 461 








Sacxetr’s Harspor, October 16, i813. 


Dear GENERAL: 

Your favor of the twelfth ultimo has been handed to me by Major Parker. ‘The Niagara division has been 
slow in its movements. It has at length reached Henderson’s harbor, and moves this day to Grenadier Island, whi- 
ther the division here is moving also. From this point (Grenadier Island) we take our departure either for Kingston, or 
for Montreal. The enemy broke up his positions before Fort George on the ninth, burned his surplus stores, arms, 
&c. and moved rapidly for Burlington Bay, which he reached on the eleventh instant. Advices from the Bay of 
Canti state that he is coming down to Kingston, and that his sick and convalescent, to the number of one thousand 
two hundred, had already arrived there. He will bring with him about one thousand five hundred effectives, and, 
thanks to the storm and our snail-like movements down the lake, they will be there before we can reach it. The 
maneuvre intended is lost, so far as regards Kingston. What we now do against that place must be done by 
hard blows, and at some risk. The importance of the object may, however, justify the means. Inthe other case, 
(an immediate descent of the St. Lawrence) the army will make its way to the Isle Perrot, whence we shall imme- 
diately open a communication with you. Under these circumstances you will approach the mouth of the Chateaugay, 
or other point which shall better favor our junction, and hold the enemy in check. Your known vigilance and Skil 
make it unnecessary to suggest any measures of precaution against the enterprises of the enemy, while you remain 
within stroke of him. The dragoons wil! pass the St. Lawrence near the Coteau de lac. . 


. Yours, &c. 
Major General Hamproy. JOHN ARMSTRONG, 


Heap Quarters, Four Corners, November 1, 1813. 

Sir: ai 

On the morning of the 21st ultimo the army commenced its movement down the Chateaugay, for the purpose 

of placing itself in a situation which would enable it to fulfil its part of the proposed combined operations on the 

St. Lawrence. 

An extensive wood of eleven or twelve miles in front, blocked up with felled timber, and covered by the Indians 
and light troops of the enemy, was a serious impediment to the arduous task of opening a read for the artiliery and 
stores. Brigadier General Izard, with the light troops and one regiment of the line, was detached early in the morn- 
ing $0 turn these impediments in flank, and to seize on the more open country below, while the ‘army, preceded by 
a strong working party, advanced on a more circuitous but practicable route for a road. The measure, as will be 
seen by the report of Brigadier General Izard, which I have the honor to enclose, completely succeeded, and the 
main body of the army reached the advanced. —— on the evening of the 22d. ‘The 23d and 24th were employed 
in completing the road and getting up the artillery and stores. — ; 

I had arranged, at my departure, under the direction of Major Parker, a line of communication as far up the St. 
Lawrence as Ogdensburg, for the purpose of hastening to me the earliest notice of the progress of our army down. 
[ had surmounted twenty-four miles of the most difficult part of the route, and had in advance of me seven miles of 
open country, but, at the end of that distance, commenced a wood of some miles in extent, which had been formed 
into an entire abbatis, and filled by a succession of wooden breastworks, the rearmost of which were supplied with 
ordnance. In front of these defences were placed the Indian force and light corps of the enemy, and in the rear all 
his disposable force. As the extent of this force depended upon his sense of danger on the St Lawrence, it was a 
cause of regret that all communication from yourself or Major Parker seemed to be at an énd. As it was, however, 
believed that the enemy was hourly adding to his strength in this position, if free from apprehension of danger from 
above, an effort was judged necessary to dislodge him, and, if it succeeded, we should be in possession of a position 
_—_ we could hold as long as any doubts remained of what was passing above, and of the real part to be assign- 
ed us. 

Our guides assured us of a shoal and practicable fording place, opposite the lower flank of the enemy’s defences, 
and that the wood on the opposite side of the river, a distance of seven or eight miles, was practicable for the pas- 
sage of the troops. Colonel Purdy, with the light corps, and a strong body of infantry of the line, was detached at 
an early hour of the night of the 25th, to gain this ford by the morning. and to commence his attack in rear, and that 
was to be the signal for the army to fall on in front, and it was believed the pass might be carried, before the enemy’s 
distant troops could be brought forward to its support. . 

I had returned to my quarters from Purdy’s column, about 9 o’clock at night, when I found a Mr. Baldwin, of 
the Quartermaster General’s department, who put into my hands an open paper, containinginstructions to him from 
the Quartermaster General, se pe the building of huts for the army in the -Chateaugay, below the line. ‘This 
paper sunk my hopes, and raised serious doubts of receiving that efficacious support which had been anticipated. I 
would have recalled the column, but it was in motion, and the darkness of the night rendered it impracticable. 
could only go forward. ‘The army was put in motion on the morning of the 26th, leaving its baggage, &c. on the 
ground of encampment. : ; 

On advancing near the enemy, it was found that the column on the opposite side was not so far advanced as had 
been anticipated. ‘The guides had misled it, and finally failed in finding the ford. ‘We could not communicate with 
it, but only waited the attack below. About two o’clock the firing commenced, and‘our troops advanced rapidly to 
the attack. The enemy’s light troops commenced a sharp fire, but Brigadier General Izard advanced with his bri- 
gade, drove him every where behind his defences, and silenced the fire in his front. This brigade would have pushed 
forward as far as courage, skill, and perseverance, could have carried it; but, on advancing, it was found that the 
firing had commenced on the opposite side, and the ford had not been gained. , 

The enemy retired behind his defences, but a renewal of his attack was expected, and the troops remained some 
time in their position to meet it. ‘The troops on the opposite side were excessively fatigued. The enterprise had 
failed in its main point, and Colonel Purdy was ordered to withdraw his column to a shoal four or five miles above, 
and cross over. ‘The day was spent, and General Izard was ordered to withdraw his brigade to a position three 
miles in the rear, to which place the baggage had been ordered forward. 

The slowness and order with which General Izard retired with his brigade, could but have inspired the enemy 
with respect. ‘They presumed not to venture a shot at him during his movement; but the unguardedness of some 
part of Purdy’s command exposed him toa rear attack from the Indians, which was repeated after dark, and exposed 
him to some loss. These attacks were always repelled, and must have cost the enemy as many lives as we lost. 
Our entire loss of killed, wounded, and missing, does not exceed fifty. In its new position, within three miles of 
the enemy’s post, the army encamped on the night of the 26th, and remained until 12 o’clock of the 28th. All the 

-deserters, of whom there were four, having concurred in the information that Sir George Prevost, with three other 
general officers, had arrived with the whole of his disposable force, and lay in the rear of these defences, and a letter 
from Major Parker (by express received on the evening of the 26th) having informed me that no movements of our 
army down the St. Lawrence had been heard of at Ogdensburg, and for some distance above, the following questions 
were submitted to the commanding officers of brigades, regiments, and corps, and the heads of the general staff, in 
a council convened for {the purpose: “‘Is it advisable, under existing circumstances, to renew the attack on the 
enemy’s position, and, if not, what position is it advisable for the army to take, until it can receive advices of the 
on ay of the grand ‘army down the St..Lawrencet” The opinion of the council was expressed in the following 
words: 

“ It is the unanimous opinion of this council, that it is necessary, for the preservation of this army and the fulfil- 

ment of the ostensible views of the Government, that we immediately return by orderly marches to such a position 

(Chateaugay) as will secure our communications with the United States, either to retire into winter quarters, or 

be ready to strike below.” In pursuance of this opinion, the army has returned by slow marches to this place, and 
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now awaits the orders of the Government. Its condition will be stated by the bearer, Colonel King, who can give 
you, upon every point, more full and perfect information than could be contained ina written detail. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant. 
W. HAMPTON. 


The Honorable Joun Armstronc, Secretary of War. 


Heap Quarters or THE Army, Disrator No. 9, 
Seven miles above Ogdensburgh, November 6, 1813, in the evening. 


Str: 

I address you at the special instance of the Secretary of War, who, by bad roads, worse weather, and ill 
health, was diverted from meeting me near this. place, and determined to tread back his steps to Washington from 
Antwerp, or. the 29th ultimo. _ . 

Iam destined to, and determined on, the attack offMontreal, if not prevented: by some act of God; and, to give 
security to the enterprise, the division under your command must co-operate with the corps under my immediate 
orders. The point of rendezvous is the circumstance of greatest interest to the issue of this operation, and the dis- 
tance which separates us, and my ignorance of the practicability of the direct or devious roads or routes on which 
you must march, make it necessary that — own judgment should determine that point. ‘To assist you in forming 
the soundest determination, and to take the most prompt and effectual measures, I can only inform you of my inten- 
tions and'situation in one or two respects of first importance. I shall pass Prescott to night, because the stage of the 
season will not allow me three days to take it; I shall cross the cavalry at Hambledon, which will not require a day, 
and shall then press forward and break down every obstruction to the confluence of this river with Grand river, there 
to cross to the isle Perrot, and with my scows to bridge the narrow inner channel, and thus obtain foothold on Mon- 
treal island, at about twenty miles from the city; after which, our artillery, bayonets, and swords, must secure our 
triumph, or provide us honorable graves. Enclosed you have a memorandum of my field and battering train, pretty 
well found in fixed ammunition, which may enable you to dismiss your own, but we are deficient in loose powder 
and musket cartridges, and therefore hope you may be abundantly found. On the subject of provisions, I wish 
I could give as favorable information; our whole stock of bread may be computed at about fifteen days, and our 
meat at twenty. In speaking on this subject to the Secretary of War, he informed me that ample magazines were 
laid up on Lake Champlain, and, therefore, I must request you to order forward two or three months’ supply, by the 
safest route, in a direction to the proposed scene of action. I have submitted the state of our provisions to my ge- 
neral officers, who unanimously agree that it should not prevent the progress of the expedition, and they also agree 
in opinion that, if you are not in force to face the enemy, you should meet us at St. Regis or its vicinity. 

P shall expect to hear from, if not to see you, at that place, on the 9th or 10th instant, 

And have the — to be, respectfully, &c. 
JAMES WILKINSON. 

To Major General W. Hamreron, §c. 


P. S. I was preparing an express, which I should have despatched to-morrow, but for the fortunate call of 
Colonel King. 
A copy: 
JOHN HOOMES, Jid-de-camp. 


Heap Quanrrers, Four Corners, November 8, 1813. 
I had the honor to receive, at a late hour last evening, by Colonel King, your communication of the 6th, and 
was deeply impressed with the sense of responsibility it imposed, of deciding upon the means of our co-operation. 
The > eg suggested as the opinion of your officers, of effecting the junction at St. Regis, was most pleasing, as 
being the most immediate, until I came to the disclosure of the amount of your supplies of provision. Colonel At- 
kinson will explain the reasons that would have rendered it impossible for me to have brought more than each man 
could have carried upon his back; and, when I reflected that, in throwing myself upon your scanty means, I should 
be weakening you in your most vulnerable point, I did not hesitate to adopt the opinion, after consulting the general 
and principal officers, that, by throwing myself back on my main depot, where all the means of transportation had 
gone, and falling upon the enemy’s flank, and straining every effort to open a communication from Plattsburgh to 
Cognawaga, or any other-point you may indicate on the St. Lawrence, I should more effectually contribute to your 
success than by the junction at St. Regis. 
The way is, in many places, blockaded and abbatised, and the road impracticable for wheels during winter; but, 
by the employment of pack horses, if I am not overpowered, I hope to be able to prevent your starving. 
I have ascertained, and witnessed, the plan of the enemy is to burn and consume every thing in our advance. 
My troops and other means will be described to you by Colonel Atkinson. Besides their rawness and sickliness, 
they have endured fatigues, equal to a winter campaign, in the late snows and bad weather, and are sadly dispirited, 
and fallen off; but, upon this subject. | must refer you to Colonel Atkinson. 
With these means, what can be accomplished by human exertion I will attempt, with a mind devoted to the ge- 
neral objects of the campaign. 
W. HAMPTON. 


To Major General Witkinson. 
A copy. 
JOHN HOOMES, .Zid-de-camp. 


2 Heap Quarters, Piatrssurc, November 12, 1813. 
IR: 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter I have received from General Wilkinson, and of my reply. 
The forage at Chateaugay had been nearly consumed before the expedition down the river; and, in the return of 
the army, enough only could be found to subsist the horses and teams two or three days. All accounts concurred 
in the report, that General Wilkinson had not commenced his operations against Kingston, and that no descent 
down the river was intended. Hence, the necessity for sending off the cavalry, artillery, and provision teams, to 
Plattsburg, for subsistence; and hence also, the impossibility of a junction at St. Regis with no more provisions than 
must have been consumed on the march to that place. General Wilkinson had no spare transportation for us; and 
the junction would have reduced the stock of provisions to eight or ten days for the whole. ‘The alternative was 
adopted under the impression of absolute necessity. ; 

‘The army has approached on this route to the road leading to Chazy, a few miles from the lines, where I shall 
join it to-night. I can only repeat what I said in my letter to General Wilkinson, “*that what can be accomplished 
by human exertion shall be attempted, to meet the objects of the campaign.” But I should be uncandid not to own 
that many circumstances are unpropitious. The force is dropping off by fatigue and sickness to a most alarming ex- 
tent. My returns yesterday report the effectives at little more than half their original state at Chateaugay; and, what 
is more discouraging, the officers, with a few honorable exceptions, are sunk as low as the soldiers, and endure hard- 
ship and privation as badly. Ina word, since the show, produced by clothing, movements, &c. has worn off, all have 
assumed their native rawness. Fatigue and suffering from the weather have deprived them of that spirit which con- 
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stituted my best hopes. What confidence can the best officer (and I have a few a ae by none) feel, under such 
circumstances? It is painful to hold up to you this picture, but it is but too faithfully drawn. 

The Quartermaster General has been ordered to procure, on hire, 400 wagons, and I shall attempt to open a com- 
munication on the direct route from the town of Champlain. Success, under the circumstances [ have mentioned, 
must depend upon the efforts and force opposed to me. The demonstration, however, can but produce a partial 

On the route I took, the‘enemy burnt and consumed every thing before him, and this [ understand to be his ge- 
neral plan. If the same course precede the advance of General Wilkinson, and my feeble force should be foiled, 
ihe consequences are much to be dreaded. But the Rubicon is now passed, and all that remains is to push for the 
Capitol. 

. I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

W. HAMPTON. 


General Joun Anmsrrone, Secretary of War. 


—— —__—— 


Extract of a letter from Major General Hampton to the Secretary of War, dated 
Cuazey, November 15, 1813. 


* T have the honor to enclose you the copy of a letter [ received the last evening from General Wilkinson, by 
Colonel Atkinson, whom I had sent to him for the purpose of settling the plan of our proposed joint operations. 
Of the consistency of this letter with that of the 6th instant, and my answer, or of the insinuation it contains, I shall 
say nothing. Upon so plain a case, and an attempt so unworthy the occasion, common seuse will afford every ex- 
planation [ could wish. I shall make the necessary arrangemeuts for placing the troops in winter quarters, and com- 
mence my journey to the southward.” 


Heap Quarters, NEAR Cornwati, U. C. November 12, 1813. 
Sir: 

I this day had the honor to receive your letter of the 8th instant, by Colonel Atkinson, and want language to 
express my sorrow for your determination not to join the division under your command with the troops under my 
immediate orders. 

As such resolution defeats the grand objects of the campaign in this quarter, which, before the receipt of your let- 
ter, were thought to be completely within our power, no suspicion being entertained that as would decline the junc. 
tion directed, it will oblige us to take post at the French Mills, on Salmon river, or in their vicinity, for the winter , 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
J. WILKINSON. 
Major General Hampron. 





CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND MAJOR GENERAL WILKINSON. 





{Submitted to the President by the Secretary of War, on the 25d July, and communicated to General Wilkinson on the 5th of Au- 
gust, 1813.] 


The time at which we have reason to expect an ascendancy on Lake Ontario has arrived. If our hopes on that 
head be fulfilled, though but for a short period, we must avail ourselves of the circumstance, to give to the campaign 
a new and increased activity. 

For this purpose our forces on the Ontario should be concentrated, because neither section of them, as they are 
now divided, is competent to any great object. 

The point of concentration is more doubtful: 

ist. If at Fort George, our utmost success can but give us the command of the peninsula, which, if General Har- 
rison succeeds against Malden, will be of diminished interest, both to us and to the enemy: to us, because Malden 
will more completely cover our western frontier, and control the savages, than Forts George and Erie: tothe enemy, 
because, Malden lost, our inroad upon the peninsula will but have the effect of shortening, not of dividing, the 
enemy’s line of operations; in a word, success at this point will not give to the campaign a character of decisive ad- 
vantage. 

2d. If, on the other hand, we make Sackett’s Harbor the point of concentration, Kingston may become the ob- 
ject of our attack, which, by the way, will but be returning to the original plan of campaign prescribed to General 
Dearborn. This place is of much importance to the enemy, and will no doubt be defended by him with great ob- 
stinacy, and with all the resources which can be safely drawn from other points. ‘That it may be taken by a joint 
application of our naval and military means is not, however, to be questioned. The enclosed diagram will show the 
number and character of the enemy’s defences. His batteries on No. 1 cannot be sustained but by his fleet. These 
carried, he is open to a descent at No. 2 and 3. If he divides his force between both, we oppose one half of his 
strength with the whole of ours. If he concentrates at No. 2, we seize No. 3, and command both the town and 
the shipping. If he concentrates at No. 3, we occupy No. 2, and with nearly the same results. : ; 

_ Cotemporary with this movement, another may be made on the side of Lake Champlain, indicating an intention 
of attacking Montreal and its dependencies, and really attacking them, if, to save Kingston, these posts have been 
materially weakened. 

3d. Another and different operation, to which our means are competent, would be a movement from Sackett’s 
Harbor to Madrid, on the St. Lawrence. At this place the river may be most easily crossed. The ground opposite 
to it is a narrow bluff, skirted by the river on one side, and a swamp of great extent and of difficult passage on the 
other. This gained and,fortified, our fleet continuing to command the water line from the head of the river to Ogdens- 
burgh, and Lake St. Francis occupied with a few gun boats and barges, the army may march against Montreal, in 
concert with General Hampton. The only natural difficulty to the execution of this plan would be presented by a 
branch of the Grand river, which must be crossed; but at this season, though deep, it is believed to be fordable. 

Under the preceding supposition, it is respectfully submitted, whether it will not-be most advisable to make 
Sackett’s Harbor the point of concentration, and leave to the commanding general an election (to be determined 
by circumstances) between the two plans suggested under the second and third heads. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Approved and adopted, 23d July, 1813. 


WasHINGToN, 4ugust 6, 1813. 


I have examined the projects of the campaign, intended for the past and ensuing stages of it, on the side of 
Canada, which you put into my hands yesterday. The novelty of the subject to me, and the pressure of time, will 
a the deliberate consideration of it which its importance merits; and therefore I shall confine myself to a few 

rief observations touching the project of the 23d ult. . 

Ist. If we command cae Ontario (without which the project is impracticable) and our force be competent to 
carry Kingston, the incorporation of our troops should take place at Sackett’s Harbor, and the attack be made as 
prowptly as possible. ; 
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2d. On the contrary, should our combined disposable force be deemed incompetent to the certain and speedy re- 
duction of Kingston, then it may be preferable to strengthen our force at Fort George, cut up the British force in 
that quarter, destroy the Indian establishments, and (should General Harrison fail in his objects) march a detach- 
ment to capture Malden. . 

While these operations are pending, a bold feint or provisional attack on Montreal, by Major General Hampton, 
will certainly call Sir George Prevost to that place; and it is presumable that, seeing our movements directed to- 
wards Erie, he may carry his best troops with him from Kingston, : 

These suggestions spring from my desire to hazard as little as possible in the outset, and to secure infallibly 
whatever may be attempted, with the intention to increase our own confidence, te diminish that of the enemy, and 
to popularise the war. 

After our operations on the peninsula have been closed, we may raze the works there under your provision, leave 
our settlements on the strait in tranquillity, and like lightning must direct our whole force against Kingston; and 
having reduced that place, and captured the shipping, we may descend the stream, and form a junction with the 
column of General Hampton in the neighborhood of Montreal, should the lateness of the season permit, by which all 
our movements, alter the conquest of Upper Canada, must be governed. ; 

_'To give General Hampton’s movements a menacing aspect, and to enable him to profit by events, he should take 
with him a heavy train of-battering cannon and mortar pieces, which will be found indispensable in the attack ot 
Montreal; and to weaken that place, and to favor a protracted season, | would advise that a heavy column of mili- 
tia or volunteers, if engaged for three months only, should be put in motian from the vicinity of Lake Memphra- 
magog, to descend the river St. Francis,and take post on the right bank of Lake St. Petre, with a battering train of 
travelling carriages, organized and equipped either to keep post or retire when the season or other circumstances 
should render expedient.’ 

Before | close this letter, I will beg leave to call your attention to several specific points, on which I require in- 
formation and authority, which I deem essential to the salutary discharge of the high and solemn trust about to de- 


volye upon me. _ ; 
ist. A copy of the instructions to Major General Hampton, for my government in the correspondence to ensue 


between us. 
2d. Shall I be allowed a private secretary, which is necessary, and of right belongs to the command on which I 


am about toenter? ; ; : 
3d. 1 require permission to take for my aids-de-camp such officers as are best fitted to discharge the important 


duties of the station. 

4th. I ask authority (or is it understood that I possess it) to supply every defect of the munitions of war and 
transport, by land or water, by means of the authorized agents. 

5th. 1 entreat that ample funds may be deposited in proper hands, to give effect to the department of intelligence. 
without which the chief will find himself hoodwinked. 

6th. 1 trust no order, of whatever nature, will be passed toany officer under my command, but through my hands. 
This is not only necessary to the regular conduct of the public service, but it is vitally essential to the preservation 
of sound subordination, and is conformable to the rules of the service in all armies, inasmuch as he who is responsi- 
ble for all should have the control of all. 

7th. I hope I may be expressly authorized to detach from my command all persons who may manifest a temper 
or disposition to excite discontents, to generate factions, or embitter the service. ‘This is indispensabie to put down 
seditious spirits, and to harmonize the corps. 

8th. Should we move against Kingston in the first instance, the withdrawal of our force from Fort George will! 
enable the enemy to re-occupy that point, and for a brief period to harass our frontier on that strait. May not the 
— or a body of volunteers be called forth to relieve the regular troops at that place, and prevent discontents and 
complaints? 

9th. For the maintenance of the necessary authority of the chief, it is hoped the Secretary of War will decline 
and forbid all correspondence with his subordinate officers, except in cases of personal grievance. 

10th. I beg to be advised of the means of communication between our military positions, and particularly from 
Sackett’s Harbor to Burlington, which should be rapid and infallible. , 

iith. I ask authority to equip the whole of our horse artillery, and to mount the whole of our dragoons, because 
these arms wiil be found all important in every combat which may ensue. 

A serious impression of the dread responsibility which awaits me, and a correct sense of the public expecta- 
tion which accompanies me, must be my apology for giving you so much trouble. 


With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
; JA. WILKINSON. 
Hon. Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


War Department, 4ugust 8th, 1813. 


Sir: 
I have given to your observations of the 6th instant all the consideration they so justly merit. 

The main objection to any plan which shall carry our operations wide of Kingston and westward of it, is, that, in 
the event of its success, it leaves the strength of the enemy unbroken; it but wounds the ¢ai/ of the lion, and ot 
course is not calculated to hasten the termination of the war, either by increasing our own vigor, or by diminishing that 
of the enemy. Kingston is the great depot of his resources; and so long as he retains this, and keeps open his com- 
munication with the sea, he will not want the means of multiplying his naval and other defences, and of reinforcing 
or renewing the war in the west. Kingston, therefore, as well on grounds of policy as of military principle, pre- 
sents the firstand great object of the campaign. ' 

There are two ways of approaching this; by direct or by indirect attack: by breaking down the enemy’s bat- 
talions and forcing his works, or by seizing and obstructing the line of his communication, and thus drying up the 
sources by which he is nourished and maintained. Circumstances must govern in choosing between these different 
modes. ‘ere our assembled land and naval forces competent to the object, a direct attack would, no doubt, be the 
shorter and better way; but if, on the contrary, our strength be inferior, or hardly equal to that of the enemy, the 
indirect attack must be preferred. These aici ewe suggested the third plan, to be found in my note of 
the 23d ultimo. ‘To give execution to this, I would collect my force at the head of the St. Lawrence, make every 
demonstration of attacking Kingston, proceed rapidly down the river, seize the northern bank at the village of 
s to fortify and to hold it, march upon Montreal with the main body, effect there a junction 


Hamilton, leave a core I 
with Hampton, and take a position which shali enable you to secure what you gain. On this plan, the navy would 
perform its part by occupying the mouth of the river, and preventing a pursuit by water; by clearing the river of the 


armed boats of the enemy; by holding with its own the passage of Hamilton, and by giving —— to that position. 
If the enem 5 ope it must be by land, without subsistence, (excepting what he carries on his back) and without 
artillery. If he remains stationary, his situation must soon become even more serious, as the country in which he is 


cannot long subsist him. It will then but remain for him to fight his way to Quebec, to perish in the attempt, or to 
lay down his arms. After this exposition, it is unnecessary to add, that, in conducting the present campaign, you 
will make Kingston your primary object, and that you will choose (as circumstances may warrant) between a direct 
and indirect attack upon that post. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, . 
vineianeine ite JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Witkinson, Commanding dsistrict No. 9. 
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War Department, 4ugust 9, 1813. 


Sir: . , a , ; 
In answer to that part of your letter of the 6th instant which calls for information, &c. on certain enumerat- 


ed points, I have the honor to state: 

ist. That General Hampton’s instructions go only to assemble and organize his division at Burlington. It is in- 
tended that he shall operate cotemporarily with you, and under your orders, in the prosecution of the plan of 
campaign which has been given to you. 

2d. The senior Major General, commanding the principal ariny, is entitled to the services of a private secretary. 

3d. The ordnance and other departments of supply, within the district (No. 9) are subject of course to your orders. 


4th. The Quartermaster General of the army will supply the funds for secret service. 
5th. All orders to subordinate officers pass from the War Department to the Adjutant General, to be communicat- 
ed by him to the General commanding the district in which such subordinate officer may serve. 


6th. No specific permission is necessary for removing factious or disorderly men. All such will probably become 
subjects of the confidential reports to be made by Inspectors. ‘To detach such men from one district to another 
is only shifting the evil; the better way is to report them for dismission. 

7th. If the corps at Fort George be recalled, the works should be razed, or er og bya force competent to hold 
it against an assault. There is a corps of militia and volunteers (to whom the Six Nation Indians have asso- 
ciated themselves) at Black Rock, which may be kept in service. They are commanded by General Porter and 
Mr. Parrish. [See the confidential letter of General Porter, enclosed. } 

8th. The Secretary of War will decline and forbid all improper communications, and particularly such as may bear 
any color of insubordination. 

9th. Besides the ordinary mode of communication, by mail, expresses may be employed in extraordinary cases. 


10th. The dragoon and light artillery corps shall be made efficient. Horses may be bought for both. An officer 
from each corps should be directed to superintend the purchases. Price (average) not to exceed one hundred 
and twenty dollars. . 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, ‘sir, your most obedient servant, : 
; : JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General WiLkinson, Commanding the Northern Army. 


SackeTr’s- Harpor, August 21, 1813. 


Sir: 
I arrived here yesterday: my machinery is in motion, and I have strong hopes of giving the change to Sir 
George, which will lead directly to the object of first importance. ; 

Commodore Chauncey is in port here, and his antagonist, Sir James Yeo, at Kingston. In the late interviews 
between these naval commanders, the first has zealously sought a combat, which the latter has cautiously avoided; 
the superiority on the lake, therefore, remains still to be settled; but I have Chauncey’s assurance for it, and place 
— confidence in his word. It is obviously Sir James’s plan to decline a conflict, but on what ground I cannot 

etermine. . 

Our schooner here will be equipped and manned by Wednesday, and I shall sail with the squadron for Fort George 
probably the day after; I am endeavoring to draw Sir George after me; but whether I succeed_in this attempt or 
not, should our men and means answer report, and Heaven favor me, I will be in possession of Kingston, or below 
that place, on the 26th proximo. 

Major General Hampton must not budge until ag Ag is matured in this quarter, and we have either got 
possession of Kingston, or have cut its communication with Montreal, of which I shall give him seasonable advice, 
via Plattsburg, where I shall calculate on his arrival, the 20th of the ensuing month, completely equipped for a 
forward movement. If he changes his position, and shows his column west of the lake sooner, it may carry Sir 
George to Montreal, and produce precautions which might otherwise be neglected until too late for any a effect. 

The militia called forth by Governor Tompkins, of which, by the by, you gave me no information, should not be 
arrayed before he hears from me, at Fort George, because the assembly of such a body would increase the alarm, 
and put all Canada in counter motion, while incidents, beyond the control of man, may intervene to procrastinate 
my movements, and thus baffle the effects of the proposed co-operation, on the side of Vermont: should a corps of 
— be drawn from thence, no movement should be made by them until General Hampton has crossed Cham- 

ain. 
. It would be highly interesting to the public service, and extremely acceptable to me, to see you at Niagara, from 
whence, should I find it practicable, it is my intention to commence my movement down the lake, about the 15th of 
the next month; the best possible disposition for the safety of that frontier, and for the security of the vast mass of 
ordnance and stores, which I must leave there, may render your advice and authority indispensably necessary, to 
avert clamors, and prevent any obstruction to my prompt movement. 


With high consideration and respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JA. WILKINSON. 


Hon. Joun Armsrrone, Secretary of War. 
Sacketrt’s Harsor, August 26, 1813. 


Sir: 

Chauncey will go out, he says, to-morrow or next day, to seek Sir James. I see the necessity of settling the 
point of naval superiority before we commit ourselves, and, therefore, the decision cannot be had too soon. In the 
mean time the essential arrangements progress, and if the means can be mustered, they will ensure the end. 

I fear Yeo will avoid a contest, to spin out the campaign, and gain time for reinforcements, and the organization 
of militia; but if he will not come out, we must blockade him. I go for Niagara the moment our arrangements 
are matured here. Sir George has actually gone for the head of the lake with a reinforcement. To prevent his 
playing tricks with Boyd, I have sent him (Boyd) the note of which you have a copy. 

On Saturday, the 2ist, one hundred and sixty regular troops ascended by Ogdensburgh to Kingston, and on the 
23d and 24th, they were followed by five hundred Highlanders in their kelts; who conducted up one hundred boats: 
thus we see that this quarter attracts chief attention. All my efforts will be made to induce Sir George to draw 
after him a chief part of the garrison of Kingston, which must now be near five thousand pry The situation of 
Proctor and the irruption of our Indians have gone far to excite these dispositions. Meet me at Niagara, if possible, 
and for God’s sake press on the recruits from Albany and the southward, and send me Wadsworth, Swift, Fen- 
wick, and Izard. All things go well here, and, thank God, the men are recovering rapidly. I hear not a word from 
a gaa I hope he does not mean to take the stud ; but if so, we can do without him, and he should be sent 

ome. ' 


Truly yours, 
JA. WILKINSON. 


General Arnmsrrone, Secretary of War. 
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Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War. 


Sackett’s Harpor, August 30, 1813. 
Sir: 
With every exertion he could make, it was not until the last evening Chauncey got under way, and the 
weather being calm, he must be now off this harbor. ; ; 

Agreeably to my information, Sir James Yeo sailed for the head of, the lake, the 22d instant, with the two cap- 
tured schooners in addition to his squadron, no doubt to co-operate with Sir George, but did not get clear of the 
Ducks before the 25th. ’ ; 

Brigadier General Boyd is warned of this movement, and being placed on his guard, he ought to baffle every 
enterprise of the enemy; what an awful crisis have I reached! If Sir George beats Boyd, and Sir James, Chaun- 
cey, my prospects are blasted; and the campaign will, I fear, be lost. If Sir George beats Boyd, and Chauncey 
beats Sir James, Kingston yet may be ours; but should both the knights be beaten, and our Quartermaster can 
find transports in season, (of which I have fears, as I found next to none here) then we shall certainly winter in 
Montreal, if not discomfited by some act of God. If I could have mustered three thousand combatants on this 
ground, with transport to bear them, I would now have been before Kingston, where Sir George has left only one 
thousand five hundred regular troops, and about five hundred militias but our utmost force is short of two thousand 
five hundred, as you will perceive from the enclosed return; and we could not have found boats to transport one 
thousand. 

The enemy having determined to change his system of operations, from defence to offence, is assembling his 
whole disposable force at the head of the lake, to attack Fort George; thus placing himself at too great a distance 
from Montreal to give seasonable succor to that city: he certainly presumes on our imbecility, and we as certainly 
should take advantage of his presumption. 

‘The militia called for should, therefore, be immediately arrayed, and marched to this frontier, and Major Gen- 
eral Hampton should, without delay, cross the Champlain, and commence his movement towards St. Johns, taking 
the Isle aux Noix in his route, or not, as circumstances may justify. 

Four thousand of the best appointed yeomanry should be ordered to rendezvous at Hamilton, on the St Law- 
rence, for eventual operations with this division; and the residue may accompany or follow Hampton, to draw the 
militia of Montreal, and the disposable force of the lower country, to the east of the St. Lawrence, and thereby make 
the island an easy conquest from this quarter. 

Sir George Prevost, it would seem, has taken his part, and, deluded by the hop of re-conquest, has abandoned his 
rear to our enterprise, and we might now, without the co-operation of our squadron, safely occupy Madrid, and cut 
the communication of the two | ay with this division only, if we had transport; but of this we are totally des- 
titute, every boat we command here being at this time absent, with a detachment of eight hundred men, ordered 
to make a feint to the westward, under pretence of reinforcing Niagara, before I was apprised of Sir George’s move- 
ments. 


Sacketr’s Harsor, .2ugust 30, 1813, 5 o'clock, P. M. 
Sir: 
I have commenced, barely, the arrangement of the department of intelligence; an intelligencer left Kingston, 
or its vicinity, last evening, to tell me that Sir George Prevost had commenced his operations against Boyd, and 
had driven in his pickets, and taken sixty or seventy prisoners, but had been repulsed from his line of encampment. 
The militia of Montreal are at Kingston, and reinforcements, by single hundreds, are arriving frequently; four hun- 
dred men are expected in the course of the week. 

The force at Kingston is two thousand men (regulars fifteen hundred, militia five hundred.) Major General 
Darrach commands, and they are assiduously strengthening their works. Sir James Yeo sailed with six weeks’ pro- 
visions, expressly to co-operate with Sir George at the head of the lake; a double battle and a double victory offer a 
strong temptation; but I will not be diverted from my course. 

I have written Governor Tompkins on the, subject of a draught of militia, for the strait of Niagara, to supply 
the absence of our troops of the line, and prevent clamor, but have not been so happy as to receive an po Nl - 
ment of my letter. ; 

With perfect respect, your obedient sérvant, 
JA. WILKINSON. 

The Honorable Jonn Anmstrone, Secretary of War. 


War Department, Sacketr’s Harzor, Sepé. 6, 1813. 
Dear GENERAL: 

I arrived here yesterday. Nothing new, except that Prevost has returned to Kingston. General Hampton 
will go through the campaign cordially and vigorously, but will resign at the end of it. He will’be ready to move by 
the 20th, with an effective regular force of four thousand, and a militia detachment of one thousand five hundred. On 
the supposition that Sir George had decidedly taken his part, and had chosen the peninsula as his champ de bataille, 
I had ordered Hampton to move immediately against the Isle aux Noix. ‘Two thousand militia will be promptly as- 
sembled at Champion, twenty-four miles from this place, and on the route to the St. Lawrence. The place was se- 
lected as offering fwo objects, and of course leaving his knightship to guess. To havé pushed them directly to 
Ogdensburgh would not have had that advantage. A_ larger draught would have been difficult. Another view of 
the subject is, that this part of the plan cannot be confided to militia exclusively; they must be propped by a regular 
corps, otherwise the back door may not be sufficiently closed and barred. 

“he battle on the lake! Shall we have one? If Yeo fights and is beaten, all will be well. If he does not fight, 
the result may also be favorable. 
Yours, cordially, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
General WILKINsoON. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 


Forr Grorce, September 11, 1813. 


** | have indulged the hope, for several days past, that I should have been enabled to address you in propria per- 
sonz, but in this I have been baffled by a severe and unremitting malady, which obliges me to resort to the pen of 
a common friend. 

**T reached this place the evening of the fourth. Commodore Chauncey at that time occupied the harbor; and 
Sir James Yeo, with the British squadron, was vaporing in front of it. This state of things continued, without any 
material change, until the evening of the 7th, when a ‘light land breeze gave to the Commodore an opportunity of 
standing out to meet the enemy. The two squadrons were about two leagues asunder, of consequence an action ap- 
peared inevitable: yet so it has happened, that, since that period, until about five o’clock, yesterday, P. M. these 
two naval armaments have kept from four to eight miles distant, without having exchanged a single shot, or done to 
each other the smallest visible damage—the British uniformly on the retreat, and the American in pursuit. 
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“‘ General Peter B. Porter left me to day, properly authorized and instructed to bring into operation a corps of 
the Six Nation Indians, which he proposes to increase to one thousand men, by volunteers from the militia, and is 
disposed to be busy and active wherever he may be directed. 

** | hear nothing of Brigadier General M’Clure, and the New York militia. I shall mature my plans for em- 
barkation as rapidly as the difficulties which may oppose me can be matured; but we are greatly deficient in trans- 
port, and have not received a single boat from Oswego or any other place. Strong shallops and slip-keels are neces- 
sary to the transport of the heavy cannon, ordnance stores, ammunition, clothing, &c. &c. 

**T am writing to Bomford for many things, which I was assured I should find here, and I pray you to put him 
on the alert, or I may be caught in the snow. I dictate this under much depression of head and stomach; and am, 

“With great respect and esteem, your most obedient servant, 
“JAMES WILKINSON.” 


Extract of a letter from General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Forr Grorcr, September 16, 1813. 
**T have escaped from my pallet, and with a giddy head and trembling hand, will endeavor to scrawl you a few 


lines, the first I have written since my arrival here. 

** With respect to the advance squadrons, we are still without one word of authentic information, but we are en- 
tertained by daily rumors, as wild and extravagant as they are inconsistent and contradictory. I hope we may soon 
have an end of this state of uncertainty, which damps our exertions, and retards our measures. 

** The removal of the main body of the troops from this position is an operation of great delicacy and interest; 
and it was therefore your presence here would have been more important than elsewhere. 

“TI am not authorized to abandon this useless occupancy, and therefore it must be maintained against the united 
British force in its vicinity. ‘To secure the end, and nothing must be hazarded, will require a serious drain from our 
best troops, which enfeebles our too feeble force for the main attack. The head of the militia under M’Clure has 
not yet shown itself: when it does (if in any reasonable time) and we have conferred, I shall be better enabled to 
develop the intricate path before me. But, in the mean time, alas! sir, the season will, I fear, be lost. 

** The Indians enter into our views with great zeal, and I look for a corps of at least five hundred men in eight 
days; whether to relieve De Rottenberg of five or six hundred of his effective men, before I turn my back on him, 
will be determined by considerations of policy in relation to our red allies and the militia, and the fate of our squa- 
dron. ‘The enemy profess to day a total ignorance of the occurrence of an action between the squadrons. 

** In the course of sixteen days, the enemy have lost sixty-five men by desertion, we barely six. We count 4,600 
on paper, and could show about 3,400 combatants. The enemy, from the best information we have, have about 3,000 
men on paper, of whom 1,400 are sick. Shall | make a sweep of them or not, at the hazard of our main object? Not 
unless that main object is jeoparded by the fate of our squadrons—it would require an operation of three weeks; 
but my views are forward, and I shall not abandon the prospect while a ray of hope remains. 

** [ have received your letters to the 6th, from Sackett’s Harbor, and thank you for them. For your comfort, the 
men here are gaining health, and, with their officers, breathe an ardent spirit for combat.” 





Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 


Fort Grorce, September 18, 1813. 
Dear GENERAL: 


Accident detained the express last evening, and gives me an opportunity to drop you another line. 

’ Not a word more of Chauncey; what has become of him? I pray you to decide whether I am to move with or 
without any further knowledge of the squadron. 

From the enclosed, No. 2, it would appear that the enemy expect tranquil winter quarters in this neighborhood: 
for the number of barracks proposed to be built will not receive more than 1,400 or 1,600 men, including guards, 
ordinary and extraordinary, stow them as you can; but, shall I have the enemy within four miles of this place, mak- 
ing a wide investiture of it from Queenstown to Four Mile creek; or shall I break him up? With our prospects the 
decision is embarrassing; change them, to the abandonment of the chief design, and our course is direct, viz: to take 
possession at Burlington Bay, and cut up or capture the whole division in this quarter, which may be estimated at 
3,000 regular troops. I pray you to deliberate on these points, and give me your advice without delay. 

I have despatched an express to , for General M’Clure, of whom I have heard nothing since my last; but 
to supply the defect of his silence, the enclosed copy of a communication frem a committee, of which P. B. Porter 
is chief, will fully suffice. I have responded in the most courteous terms, making reference to you for your deter- 
mination on the momentous occasion, as you will perceive from my answer. Now let me entreat you to weigh these 
propositions, to take into consideration the possible failure of the militia, and the substitution in such case of these 
volunteers: for, in the present crisis, we should, if possible, render ‘assurance doubly sure.” ‘The letter of David 
Rodman (a stranger) 1s also transmitted for consideration. Let me have your answer, and tell me how to act as 
speedily as possible, | beseech. ‘The boats from Oswego have not yet arrived. 

I am feeble to childhood, but shall look at the troops in battalion on Tuesday. 

Truly yours, 





JAMES WILKINSON. 
The Honorable Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


Forr Grorce, Sepfember 18, 1813. 
Sir: 

Tam ordered by General Wilkinson to forward the enclosed papers. One, a letter froma committee of three, 
of which P. B. Porter is the first; and the other a letter from Daniel Rodman, the organ of an association of resi- 
dents in and near Canandaigua. ; 

| have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 


H. LEE, jr. 
Major of infantry, and Aid-de-camp to Major General Wilkinson. 
The Honorable J. Armstrone, Secretary of Mar. 


Brack Rock, Sepfember 17, 1813. 
Sir: 
In consequence of encouragements from General Boyd, that a general and decisive movement was about to 
made by the army, and that an additional force was desirable. we repaired to Fort George, about five weeks ago, 
with five hundred men, consisting of voiunteers, militia, and Indians. Most of us remained there for twelve or 
fourteen days, but our hopes not being realized, the men continually dispersed and went home, not, however, with- 
out expectations, again encouraged by Generals Boyd and Williams, that we should be shortly called on again to 
aid in operations which the people in this part of the country, so long harassed by the calamities of war, feel so 
strong an interest in forwarding. Under similar expectations, many of our friends in the interior have intimated 
to us their readiness to join with respectable reinforcements on the shortest notice: and we are informed that one 
company, about seventy strong, is actually on its march, and will arrive here to day or to-morrow. 
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We are at this moment much at a loss how to act, and our difficulty is increased by the various rumors and conjec- 
tures circulated by the different officers daily arriving from head quarters, some of whom represent that no offen- 


ions are to be undertaken on this frontier, but, that the regular army is immediately to be marched, 
Others state, that an attack is to 


sive operat le L ut 4 
either to the East to attack Kingston, or to the West to join General Harrison. 


be made on the British forces in the vicinity of this place. _ 
Under these circumstances, we are induced to inquire of you, whether such a force as we have it in our power 


to raise is desired by you to effectuate your plans, and if so, in what numbers, and at what time? Jf your object be 
to sally out upon the enemy at Fort George, we could bring you a — force. But, on the contrary, if you 
meditate an attack at some other point, and the withdrawal of the regular troops from Fort George, and placing this 
frontier on the defensive only, by means of militia, we would observe that our prepared force is of such a character 
as could not be engaged in this service. ; ; nape 

Upon the supposition that you inténd to withdraw the regular troops from this frontier, we beg leave to submit a 
proposition for your consideration. ; ; ; 

Ve believe we are not incorrect in saying that it would require nearly quite as great a force to defend this line 
of frontier against a given force of the enemy, as it would to attack and subdue that vn Sir George Prevost has 
ordered the militia of the upper province to be called out en masse. They are to assemble on Saturday next. And 
if, after your departure, the enemy opposite here should take it in his head to retain all his regular force, and play 
off his skill against the inexperience of our militia, we might have occasion to fear a repetition of former scenes in 
the present war. . . ' 

} proposition (in case of your leaving this place) is, that we be permitted to raise, between this and the first of 
October, a volunteer force of from 1,000 to 1,200 men, exclusive of Indians. ‘That we add to it as many of the 
militia stationed on the lines as may be willing to joinus. ‘That we be furnished with a small train (say four pie- 
ces) of field artillery, with experienced officers, and men to fight them; and that with this force we be authorized to 


invade the enemy’s country. ; 
Should you think proper to confer such an authority on us, and direct that the volunteers shall be furnished with 
arms, ammunition, provisions, &c. and receive pay while in actual service, we pledge our lives, that, before the close 
of the season, we will —— the whole of the valuable and populous peninsula, opposite this river, and either cap- 
ture, destroy, or disperse, all the enemy’s force in this quarter. 
You may perhaps make it convenient to send an answer by the bearer, Captain Hall. 
We are, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servants, 
PETER B. PORTER, 
CYRENIUS CHAPIN, 
Major General WiLkINson. JOSEPH M’°CLURE. 


Cananpaicua, September 14, 1813, 


SIR: 

A large number of patriotic citizens of this and the adjacent towns, anxious to do their duty in a crisis so in- 
teresting to the nation in general, and to this part of the country in particular, have associated themselves to volun- 
teer their services to the United States for the residue of the campaign at least. 

In order to effectuate their intentions, however, it will be necessary that their movements should receive your ap- 
probation and sanction, and that they should be assured that the corps, whether a company, battalion, or (as is 
possible) a regiment, should be received, organized, and countenanced, by your order and authority. The lateness 
of the season, and the anxiety of the members, induce us to request an early and authoritative reply, that the associa- 
tion may be equipped according to law, and be useful to their country this season. It may not be hardly decorous 
tor us to say it, but we must cbserve that the subscribers will prove to be obedient and brave soldiers. 


In their behalf, I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL RODMAN. 


Major General Witxinson, 

or officer commanding Fort George. 
GENTLEMEN: Fort Grorce, September 18, 1813. 

Your letter of yesterday, which reached me last evening, gives you a claim to my acknowledgments and to 

those of your country. But, as Iam altogether unauthorized, by law or instruction, to sanction your plan for the 
levy of a body of volunteers, and as your anticiphtions, propositions, and suggestions, embrace a range and a charac- 
ter upon which I have neither right nor authority to deliberate, | have considered it my duty to transmit a copy of 
your letter to the Secretary of War, now at Sackett’s Harbor, by express, for his deliberation and decision. 

1ope he may find it convenient and proper to meet your views, and have only to add, that you shall be advised 
of his answer, without a moment’s delay, after it may reach my hands. 


With high consideration and respect, I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES WILKINSON. 


To Perer B. Porter, Major Cyrentus Cuartin, 
and Josepn M’Ciure. 


Dear GENERAL: SacxeTt’s Harsor, September 18, 1813. 

Our information from the other side of the lake amounts to this: Prevost goes to Montreal; the whole regu- 
lar force in Kingston consists of ten companies of De Waterville’s regiment; that at Prescott, of two companies of 
the same corps, and about forty artillerists. 

De Waterville’s regiment was made up in Spain, is composed of Poles, Germans, Spaniards, and Portuguese, and 
completely disaffected. What a precious moment, my friend, is this! 

The Commodore was brought back to us yesterday by adverse winds. He goes this morning; let not the great 
objects of the campaign be hazarded by running after Yeo: these accomplished, his race is run. Kingston, or the 
point below, seized, all above perishes, because the tree is then girdled. 

In speaking of your artillery, you do not include the guns taken at Fort George, and which will be necessary 
for its defence. A small garrison will be sufficient against assault: siege we need not dread. It is already teo 
late to live in trenches. Porter (of the artillery) would Tell him from me he isa 


Brigadier by brevet. ; ; ; 
The means of transportation are now with you; hasten your march, and may God bless you in all your enter- 


do well to command the place. 


prises. 
Yours, truly and always, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


General WILK1Inson. 


Extracts of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
* September 20, 1813. 


“ ] am well again, and that’s a good thing: for I have been, during my sickness, somewhat of a Smelfungus. 
“ Now, indeed, would be a fine time to slip into the St. Lawrence, if Chauncey could keep Sir James blockaded 
above Kingston, and command the river below at the same time, and our preparations were completely matured; 
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but it is an herculean task to extract order from chaos. No time has, or shall be, lost on my part; but we cannot, 
when prepared at all points, control the winds. It was last night, only, the transports from Oswego arrived; and, 
if I am not hardly opposed by weather, I hope I shall have 1000 men afloat by the 26th, and complete my embark- 
ation on the 30th, after which, until we reach Grenadier Island, I must look to our squadron and the heavens for 
safety. 

= Channcey tells me he is liable to be blown off from his station, and. in such case, Sir James may slip out by 
him, but promises to follow him. It is material, to prevent the enemy from following and cutting our rear, that 
some competent force should take post on the St. Lawrence, below Kingston; and | pray of you to make this ar- 
rangement with Chauncey. Before | left Sackett’s Harbor, I ordered a dozen slip-keeled boats, to carry 50 men 
each, and to row 30 oars, to be armed with a light cannon in their bow. ‘This armament is to sweep the St. Law- 
rence of the enemy’s gun boats, and to take post in advance, when and wherever it may be advisable. I beg you, 
if necessary on your part, to give effect to this order. 

** We have just received advice confirmatory of a naval combat on Lake Erie, in which it is said Perry has taken 
the whole British squadron, on the 10th instant, and brought the vessels into * Putney harbor, at the islands,’ his 
own vessel, the Lawrence, barely capable of being floated. The action lasted six hours. This will cancel your 
news from our Commodore. ‘The enclosed letter from General M’Clure breathes a good spirit, but he will not be 
up for several days. In the mean time, I shall prepare his orders, to be ready to give him the command. 

** A body of horse, a small.one, at that point where the fate of the island is to be decided by combat (for believe 
not that we shall get possession of Montreal without a battle) will be invaluable. Burn has been ordered hence, 
some time before my arrival, to recruit his cavalry, and prepare them for action, and I shall order him by express 
to-morrow to incline by indirect dilatory marches towards Hamilton, there to look for further orders, somewhere 
about Antwerp, or that quarter. From Denmark or Champion he is to advise the commanding officer at Sackett’s 
Harbor of his movements. 

a Rottenberg is under the full belief that I mean to attack him, and I shall keep up the delusion as long as 

ossible. 

mas The snail’s pace of the reinforcements approaching this division, and, pardon me, their direction and route, oc- 
casion me surprise. Of what avail will be the detachments under Coloneis Randolph and Coles,* which are, I 
learn, from Washington, on their march to this place, where they cannot, or will not, arrive before the 15th proxi- 
mo? If these detachments had been ordered on by all the available water communications from Annapolis to Al- 
bany, they could have reached Sackett’s Harbor in season, and a column of eight hundred men would have been 
found an important desideratum in our impending operations. Where, also, are the one thousand men reported to 
me by Colonel Duane as being ready for march, before I reached Philadelphia? I must hope, near Sackett’s Harbor. 
I put these questions to you that I may apprise you of facts, that you, with whom it rests, may apply the remedy, 
for I find we possess little military subordination or respect, and that a chief of an army is obeyed more from cuur- 
tesy than principle or professiona! ebligations. 

**] send this by the privateer Fox to Commodore Chauncey, with a request that he accelerate its progress to 
you. This place neither stops a gap, extends our possessions, nor covers or protects a country; it is good for 
naught, but to command the ground it occupies, and, therefore, I shall iemantle and abandon it.” 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General Wilkinson, dated 


** SacxeTtT’s Harsor, Scpfember 22, 1612. 
* Dear GENERAL: 

** Your letters of the 16th, 17th, and 18th instants, have been this moment received; I hasten to answer them. 
The main object must be prosecuted. Chauncey is not broken down; he can and will command the lake, and, while he 
does so, our position at Fort George may be maintained. If the enemy’s sick list amounts to one thousand four 
hundred out of three thousand, the enemy can undertake nothing with effect. In this view of the subject, close 
with P. B. Porter’s proposition, made in the following words. viz. * Our proposition (in case of your leaving this 
place) is, that we be permitted to raise, between this and the Ist of October, a volunteer force of from one thousand 
to one thousand two hundred men, exclusive of Indians; that we add to it as many of the militia stationed on the 
lines as may be willing to join us; that we be furnished with a small train, (say four pieces of field artillery, with 
experienced officers and men to fight them) and that with this force we be authorized to invade the enemy’s 
country. 

** Rodman’s corps may join Porter. Any volunteers you may have with the army, whose times are near expiring, 
and who are desirous of continuing in service, may do so, also. We will cover the whole by a requisition upon 
Governor ‘Toinpkins for additional militia. ‘ 

‘** The enemy’s fleet have left the Chesapeake, I believe, for Halifax, whence the land troops are to be sent into 
Canada—another motive for quick movements. 

** My last letters by Chauncey, of the 18th or 19th, gave you all we yet know. Prevost has left Kingston, it is 
said for Quebec, more probably tor Montreal. 

“ Yours, faithfully and ever, 


* JOHN ARMSTRONG.” 


Niacara, September 27, 1813, 6 o’clock, A. M. 
Dear Sir: 
I received, at eight o’clock last evening, your interesting letter of the 22d, and shall employ its authoriza- 
tions to the best possible effect. 

Fifteen hundred men were embarked, with orders to sail the day before yesterday, but a strong easterly wind 
has made it impossible to move. 

The whole force (say three thousand combatants, after deducting the garrisons of Forts George and Niagara) 
were ready for embarkation yesterday, and, as the weather is serene at this moment, | hope the whole may be able 
to move at dusk this day: I say at dusk, because [am desirous to keep my neighbors under adelusion as long as 
possible; they are perplexed as to my intentions, and will not be able to penetrate them before they have discovered 
the course of my flotilla. 

I have authentic information from York the evening of the 24th instant. The brigade of militia in the vicinity 
were required to assemble the 25ih, and six hundred men of the 41st and 49th regiments, second battalion, were 
daily expected there on their route to this neighborhood. This is good; and still better, three spacious block houses 
are ordered by Sir George to be erected at York. 

But, sir, here is one drawoack: the tantalizing Sir James Yeo was in shore with his fleet. on the evening of the 
24th, (Friday) about twenty eight miles east of York. Where he is now we know not, for he has not since been 
heard of, and Chauncey is just sending out the Lady of the Lake and the Neptune to reconnoitre York, and the 
coast in that quarter. What may be the views of the Knight? To gasconade, to retard my movement, or to enable 
De Rottenberg to follow me, Lam unable to divine; but will not be longer delayed, and, therefore, shall be twent 
miles to the eastward before to-morrow morning, should the weather permit. If Sir James can be discovered, 
Chauncey will seek him; otherwise, he wiil sail with me to cover my left flank. 

As we have not a moment to lose, f shall proceed directly to Grenadiert Island, writing you, and sending orders 
to the commanding officer, by a despatch boat, en passant, 


* These corps arrived in time. 
tI had determined on this point of rendezvous before I heard from General Brown. 
60 m 
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_ _After all, we are so straitened for transport that we shall not find room for more than fifteen days’ provisions; 
indeed, we have little more to spare from this position, and, therefore, our sole dependence must be on the maga- 
zines at Sackett’s Harbor, of which the contractor should be personally advised. Heaven protect you! 


Truly yours, 
. JA. WILKINSON. 
Honorable Jounn Arnmsrrone, Secretary of War. 


Fort Grorce, October 2, 1813. 


Dear Sir: 
Since my last, of the 17th instant, I have had difficulties, perplexities, and anxieties, sufficient to discompose 
a saint. 

Commodore Chauncey having ascertained that the British squadron was on the opposite coast, agreeably to the 
information I had given him, left port on the evening of the 27th to look for it; on the morning of the 28th we dis- 
covered our squadron off this place about mid-channel, and standing for the York shore; about 12 o’clock, though 
very distant, we discovered it was warmly engaged—the enemy to leeward, and scarcely discernible; we could, 
with our glasses, distinguish the Pike firing both her batteries, and frequently enveloped in smoke. The enemy 
were forced towards the head of the lake, and about 3 o’clock we lost sight of our sternmost vessel, the action still 
continuing. From that period, until yesterday morning, I was kept in suspense as to the issue of the action; the 
wind blowing a gale from the southeast, and producing such a swell as made it impossible for our privateers to keep 
the lake; and of course my flotilla was confined to port with the troops, either on board, or encamped on the beach. 
The evening before the last, our whole fleet (alone) were discovered beating down the lake. In the course of the 
night they came to, off Four Mile creek, and yesterday morning the Commodore presented himself. Our observa- 
tions on the action were in the main correct, except that the battle was fought by the Pike alone, (or next to it) who, 
having carried away Sir James’s mizzen and main top masts, his squadron bore up to protect him, and Chauncey 
was engaged with the whole. Unlucky fellow! he could have taken a schooner and a brig, but his eyes being fixed 
on the Commodore, he would not took at smaller game. Finally, Sir James, as usual, ran away; was chased to the 
head of the lake; came to anchor close in shore; and the gale and tremendous sea threatening, in case of a con- 
tinued action, to put both squadrons on shore—Sir James, with the British force, assembled there, and Chauncey 
into the hands of the enemy—he clawed off and came down to confer with me. He has my opinions in writing, and 
I expect his answer this morning. 

Early yesterday, before I had heard from the Commodore, the wind, for_the first time, becoming favorable, I 
despatched all my batteaux; and, as soon as I had ascertained Sir James Yeo’s situation, our sail boats followed; 
but, alas! before 1 o’clock the wind again came round to the southeast, and several of our schooners returned, 
though a majority of them, and the whole of the batteaux, proceeded, and I hope reached Eighteen Mile creek. 

I have been detained by the arrival of about three hundred and fifty Indians, to whom I was obliged to give an 
audience and a talk, and I lodged in this place to see whether the enemy might look at it, and what would be the 
conduct of the garrison of six hundred and ninety militia, and eight hundred regular troops, under the command of 
Colonel Scott. We have just had an alarm, and being myself among the first on parade, | have witnessed a scene 
by which I shall profit Scott, before I leave him, which will be in a couple of hours, as, thank Almighty God, the 
wind again breezes, though it has rained all right, and still continues to rain. Oh! if it may please God to favor 
us with this breeze, we shall soon be near you; but it is in his power, by adverse winds, to delay, and, by tempests, 
to destroy us. I move with about three thousand five hundred men. Farewell, and God preserve you! 

JAMES WILKINSON. 


The Honorable Jonny ArmstrrRonc. 


Extract from the Journal of the Secretary of ar. 


** 4th of October, 1813.—General Wilkinson arrived at Sackett’s Harbor on this day from Fort George. He 
immediately visited the Secretary of War, in company with Generals Lewis and Brown, and in the presence ot 
these officers remonstrated freely and warmly against making an attack on Kingston, urging the propriety of passing 
that post and of going directly to Montreal. . 

** The Secretary of War differed from General Wilkinson in opinion, but thought his objections worthy of con- 
sideration, and proposed a meeting on the day following for that purpose. 

“ The meeting took place accordingly, when General Wilkinson presented the paper marked No. 1. That marked 
No. 2 was presented by the Secretary, and the opinion with which it closes was adopted as that which should re- 


gulate the movements of the army.” 
No. 1. 


Reasons for attacking Kingston anferior to a descent upon Montreal. 

ist. We shall capture a garrison of eight hundred or one thousand, and demolish a strong hold of the enemy. 

2d. We shall destroy his naval depot and magazines of every species. . 

3d. We shall, by this operation, diminish his force, destroy his resources, and place the division at the head of 
the lake, under De Rottenberg, in great difficulty and distress; and 

4th. We shall destroy every naval resource, and of consequence prevent the building, equipping, and even re- 


pairing, a single vessel. 


Against this attack it may be urged— 

Ist. That the reduction of the place may cost more time than we calculate on. 

2d. It may encumber us with wounded and sick; and _ 

_ 3d. It is possible the British squadron may, as heretofore, elude Commodore Chauncey, and find us before 
Kingston, or overtake us on the St. Lawrence. 

In the first place, from the lateness of the season, the loss of a few days may expose us to the autumnal rains, 
and jeopard the chief object of the campaign. In the second place, our, own force will be diminished and our 
movements retarded; and in the third place, the chief object of the campaign, the cupture of Montreal, will be 
utterly defeated, and our own army subjected to great difliculties, losses, and perils. 


Submitted to the Honorable the Secretary of War. 
JAMES WILKINSON. 


No. 2. 


ist. The Niagara division will probably arrive here in a day or two. 

2d. The weather is yet good, and the lake navigable by scows and boats. 

3d. The enemy’s main force is in the neighborhood of Fort George, and his fleet at the head of the lake. 

4th. The garrison of Kingston does not exceed eight hundred or one thousand men. 

5th. If we effect a landing at M’Pherson’s farm, on the eastern side of Kingston, a point may be seized which 
will command the town, the forts, and the harbor; and, within seven hours after the landing is effected, a sufficient 


battery may be erected and in operation. 
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6th. Nine and twelve pounders will be sufficient for burning block houses, &c. and may be dragged by the men. 

7th. The time necessary to reduce the place will not exceed a single day, and of course will not materially in- 
terfere, on that account, with our object below. 

sth. The loss we may sustain can only be conjectured. Judging from that at Fort George, where the enemy 
were more numerous, it will be inconsiderable. 

9th. The advantages of taking Kingston are two: you sever the enemy’s line of communication, and you expel 
him from his only secure harbor. , 

The premises assumed under the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th heads, may change, and our conclusions with them. 
The only safe decision therefore is, that, if the British fleet shall not escape Commodore Chauncey, and get into 
Kingston harbor; if the garrison of that place be not largely reinforced; and if the weather be such as will allow 
us to navigate the lake securely, Kingston shall be our first object, otherwise we shall go directly to Montreal. 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Sacxett’s Harspor, October 5, 1813. 


War Department, October 9, 1813. 


Dear GENERAL: 

_ Does there exist between you and the Commodore a clear and distinct understanding on the subject of our 
plan of operations, and the kind and degree of assistance he will be able to give to its execution? Can he take a 
position which shall have the effect of shutting in Yeo, and of covering our descent upon Kingston, and our subsequent 
movement down the St. Lawrence? Is it not probable that a part of the enemy’s fleet will, immediately on our 
appearance at Grenadier Island, occupy the passage of the river? If we can be covered in going to our first ob- 
ject, and should attain that, we may be able to dispense with further naval assistances but, should we fail, (a con- 
tingency which, being possible, ought to be regarded) naval aid will be necessary to the prosecution of the second 
part of the plan. As the fleet is wind-bound, and the Commodore here, explanations on these points may be readily 
and conveniently given. Let me know the result, and believe me 

Truly yours, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General WiLkinson. 


Heap Quarters, Sacketr’s Harpor, October 9, 1813. 


Dear Sir: 

The Commodore and myself have hitherto understood each other perfectly, and I think we shall harmonize 
to the end. He is ready to sail the moment the wind serves; and you may rest assured that nothing essential to 
give effect to the operations of the army under my command, and to accomplish the views of the Government, has 
been or shall be omitted. 


Respectfully and truly yours, 
JAMES WILKINSON. 


Honorable Joun Armsrrone, Secretary of War. 


Extract of a letter from General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap Quarters, Sacketr’s Harpor, October 18, 1813. 


**'The diminution of our force, by disease and various casualties, and more especially the uncertainty of the 
period of our movement against Montreal, render it necessary, in my judgment, that you should revoke the order 
of march you have given to Major General Hampton, and that he should be directed to march for Morrisville, as 
rapidly as may be consistent with the health of his troops. ‘This proposition is founded on the presumption that we 
make the reduction of Kingston and the conquests of the upper provinces the first objects of our operations.” 


War Department, October 19, 1813: 


SIR: 
I received your letter of yesterday, and should have answered it more promptly, but that business of the 
south and west required my immediate attention. 

When, on the 4th instant, you returned from Fort George, we had the prospect of a speedy concentration of 
our forces at this point. The Niagara division had sailed on the 30th ultimo; the enemy’s principal force occupied 
a cantonment between lakes Erie and Ontario; his fleet was at the head of the lake, and his fa sap at Kingston, 
reduced to seven or eight hundred men. Under these circumstances it was no doubt wise to decide as we did, that 
our first attack should be carried against that place; but do these circumstances any longer exist? ‘The expected 
concentration is but now effected, (18th of October.) A reinforcement of one thousand five hundred men has been 
thrown into Kingston; the British fleet has got into port there, and our force, from disease and other casualties, is, 
according to your statement, diminished and diminishing. ‘To reinstate and augment this, it is now proposed to 
order General Hampton from his present position at Chatauge, to Morrisville, on the St. Lawrence. These places 
are distant upwards of one hundred miles. A march of such length, at this season of the year, and in the present 
condition of the roads, loaded as he is with a train of artillery, with means of subsistence, and with tents and bag- 
gage, cannot be performed under fifteen days, to which must be added the time necessary for giving the order for 
making the arrangements preliminary. to such a movement, and for making also the subsequent one from Morrisville 
» the a of the Gaunanoqui river; all of which would probably protract the moment of junction till the 15th of 

ovember. 

Admonished, as we are, by the storms which have assailed us for ten days past, and which have not yet ceased, 
I cannot but think that a period so late would of itself be fatal to the project. 

Other circumstances lead to the same conclusion. Beginning our operations from the mouth of the Gaunanoqui 
river, we shall have a march of twenty-four miles to Kingston, and through a country covered with woods, destitute 
of inhabitants, and pervious orly by two roads, which, without any interruption from the enemy, are represented 
as nearly impassable at present. ‘This movement (unlike that originally projected*) cannot be made without the 
aid of horses; and a less nuraber of these than six hundred,} including the 2d regiment of dragoons, is. I under- 
stand, deemed insufficient. Now these must be fed, and their provender drawn from this place, as the country be- 
tween Gravelly Point and Putneyville affords none, and interposes a swampy desert, which shuts us out from the 
supplies of Rossie and Rayville, &c. An important question arises here—can the necessary forage be obtained from 
this neighborhood? The Quartermaster General says “it cannot, that it must be carted from Lowville, (forty 
miles distant) and transported hence by water.” ‘These facts, on your plan, menace our operations against Kings- 
ton, with a delay which would probably surround us with all the embarrassments of a Canadian winter, and ex- 
tinguish every hope of grasping the other, the safer and the greater object below. I call it the safer and greater ob- 


ject, because, 


* A descent at McPherson’s farm, two miles and a half below Kingston. 
; Forage for this number was required by the General. 
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At Montreal, you find the weaker place, and the smaller force to encounter: at Mentreal, you meet a fresh, 
unexhausted, efficient reinforcement of four thousand men: at Montreal, you approach your own resources, and 
establish between you and them an easy and an expeditious intercourse: at Montreal, you occupy a point which must 

» gained in carrying your attacks home to the purposes of the war, and which, if seized now, will save one campaign: 
at Montreal, you hold a position which completely severs the enemy’s line of operations; which shuts up the Ottawa 
as well as the St. Lawrence against him; and which, while it restrains all below, withers and perishes all above itself. 

These, General, are the thoughts which present themselves on your proposition, and which I understand as 
abandoning, for this campaign, the proposed attack on Montreal. Lam entirely disposed to listen to all that can be 
said on the other side of the question, but, at present, the reasons assigned leave me no doubt of the policy of pur- 
suing, promptly and firmly,* the plan already indicated, and which, besides the approbation of the President, has 
received the sanction of a council of war. t 


I am, very respectful'y. sir, your most obedient servant, 
' JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General WiLkinson. 


Heap Quarrers, Sacketr’s Harpor, October 19, 1813. 
DEAR Sir: 

I was about to embark for Grenadier Island, when I received your letter of this morning, which I will endeavor 
to answer; my very feeble condition, and the want of time for reflection, disqualify me from doing full justice to 
my opinions. ; ; 

You will recollect that, in my letter of the 6th of August, I proposed to take Kingston, as preliminary to an 
attack on Montreal; you offered a different opinion in your letter of the 8th, and on my arrival here, I submitted the 
alternative to a council of war, which decided in favor of your plan to leave Kingston untouched, and proceed 
directly against Montreal; but ulterior considerations and informationt have induced me to adhere to my original 
plan. aie , . —_ 

Permit me, previous to the discussion of the grounds of my opinion, to submit a few incidental remarks. 

It is extremely doubtful what may be the present force of the enemy at Kingston, and very uncertain how much 
our own force may have been diminished by disease, and the casualties attending our movements. 

From the retreat of Proctor befure General Harrison, and the information received from Colonel Scott, I think 
it probable that De Rottenberg, with the effectives of his division, has gone to reinforce Proctor, and that the troops 
which have descended to Kingston consisted only of the sick of that division. 

My idea of recalling General Hampton to reinforce us, was produced by an alarm with respect to the insufficiency 
of our force, which I tound spreading; and the direction which I suggested was founded on your own proposition§ 
of the 13th instant, at which time I understood you to offer the opinion, that the march from Hampton’s encamp- 
ment to Morrisville might be accomplished in six days, and my own opinion is, that, by disembarrassing himself of his 
artillery and its attirail, perhaps he might be able to make the march in that time, or a few days more. 

My reasons for preferring the attack of Kingston to that of Montreal, are these: 

By the reduction of that place, we conquer a province, not ont of great importance to the enemy, but a valuable 
acquisition to ourselves; we capture or destroy four thousand of his best troops; we put an end to the Indian war; 
and, by the destruction of his naval force, establish our command of the lake, and permit a respectable part of our 
naval force to be employed elsewhere. 

On the contrary, leave Kingston, its garrison, and the British squadron in our rear, and proceed to Montreal, 
none of those important objects will be gained. The enemy will remain in undisturbed possession of the province, 
at liberty to exercise his enterprise against this frontier at discretion: for it is a fact, however opinions may vary, the 
resources of the province are adequate to the subsistence of his army. His naval superiority on the lake will be 
re-established by the opening of the spring; the Indian depredations may be encouraged and continued; or, should 
he prefer it, he may, on the opening of the campaign, leaving Sir James Yeo triumphant on the lake, with a suitable 
garrison for the protection of Kingston, descend the St. Lawrence with his main force, and fall upon our rear, while 
we shall be engaged in front, admitting we succeed in establishing ourselves at Montreal. 

Having passed Kingston, the fortifications at Prescott may present such an obstacle to our further progress, as 
to compel us to land and reduce it by force—an operation which may consume more time than can be spared at this 
advanced season. I speak conjecturally; but, should we surmount every obstacle in descending the river, we shall 
advance upon Montreal ignorant of the force arrayed against us, and in case of misfortune, having no retreat, the 
army must surrender at discretion. 

1 will barely add, that, as the winter commences at Montreal by the 20th of November, should we be delayed on 
the route by any untoward incidents, our embarrassments and perils will be greatly multiplied. 

I offer these results of = frail judgment with a conscientious regard te the public good. I am bigoted to no 
project, and therefore am willing to yield my own judgment to that of others. 

Personal considerations would make me prefer a visit to Montreal to the attack of Kingston; but before I abandon 
this attack, which by my instructions I am ordered to make, it is necessary lo my justification that you should, b. 
the authority of the President, direct the operations of the army under my command particularly against Montreal. 
With my earnest wishes for the successful issue of whatever may be undertaken, I am, dear sir, with much respect 


and esteem, truly yours, 
JA. WILKINSON. 
The Honorable Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


N. B. All the objections which apply to the landing below Kingston may be obviated dy landing above it. My 
sole motive for suggesting the idea of landing below, was to prevent the garrison’s escape. If there be a deficiency 
of forage on our part, it is the fault of the Quartermaster General, who was instructed as early as August to lay in a 
supply of twelve thousand bushels for the subsistence of the cavalry. 

JA. WILKINSON. 


Honorable J. Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


* This refers to the preceding plan, approved by the President on the 23d July, and communicated to General Wilkinson on 
the 5th of August. 


+ This council consisted of Generals Wilkinson, Lewis, Brown, and Swartwout, and Commodore Chauncey. The opinion 
was unanimous. 

Nort.—Before the Secretary of War left Sackett’s Harbor, and while it was deemed practicable, and was intended to carry 
our attacks against both Kingston and Montreal, he had one or more conversations with Commodore Chauncey, on the general sub- 
ject of naval co-operation. ‘These had particular reference to two points, the place of landing [in case Kingston was the object of 
attack] and the degree of protection which the fleet could be able to render to the debarkation of the army. The places of descent 
ndicated by the Secretary were three: 

ist. M’Pherson’s farm, two miles and a half below Kingston. 

2d. The mouth of the Little Cataraqui, four or five miles above Kingston; and 

3d. The mouth of the Gaunanoqui river, twenty-four miles below Kingston. 

The Commodore’s answer was substantially as follows: that he would not take upon himself the responsibility of covering the 
landing of the army at the /irst of these points, but that he would cover its landing at either of the other two. 


+ This ulterior information was not communicated to the Secretary of War. 


§ What is here called a proposition was but a question, whether the march could be performed in six days? General W. answered 
in the negative, and advised that General Hampton should be ordered to go on to Cognawaga. 









































1814.] CAUSES OF THE FAILURE OF THE NORTHERN ARMY. 473 





Endorsement on the preceding letter by the Secretary of War. 


Nore.—If we look at the plan of campaign of the 23d of July, we find that it proposed an attack on Kingston, 
and even indicated the mode of that attack. If we examine General Wilkinson’s letter of the 6th of August, we 
find that he provisionally adopted that opinion: and if we refer to the letter of the Secretary of War of the 8th, so 
far from expressing a different opinion, we discover that it instructed the General to choose between a direct and an 
indirect attack on that post. It was not, therefore, any difference of — btween the Secretary and the General 
that was submitted to the council of war, as stated in the preceding leiter, but the mere alfernative presented by 
the instructions of the letter—the simple choice between the two modes of attack. 


War Department, October 20, 1813. 
SIR: 

[received your letter of yesterday by Major Lee. You appear to have written it under an impression that 
your instructions of August last made a direct attack upon Kingston unavoidable. A copy of these instructions is 
before me, and in the last paragraph of them we find a summary of their substance. It is as follows: ** After this 
exposition, it is unnecessary to add, that, in conducting the present campaign, you will make Kingston your principal 
object, and that you will choose, as circumstances may indicate, betweena direct and an indirect attack on that post.” 
Both modes of attack are slightly detailed in these orders, and a preference given to the latter, but without at all 
infringing your right of choice, or in any degree lessening your on «aye Nor am I now at liberty to change 
the ground of these instructions, since the only effect of this would be to substitute my opinion for yours. The 
former has not, however, been withheld; it has been given freely and fully, and is yet unshaken by any considera- 
tion presented to my mind. ; 

As we are now about to part, it may be proper that [ should subjoin to what I have said in favor of a movement 
on Montreal, a short statement of my objections to a direct attack on Kingston. 

Ist. [fits garrison consists of four thousand of the best troops of the enemy, (as you suggest) your attack will fail. 

2d. If your attack fails, your retreat is impracticabie. 

3d. Your descent must necessarily be made above or below the town, on the water’s edge, and within a short 
distance of your object. If made below the town, your fleet cannot cover it:* if made above the town, it must be 
done in presence of the enemy, and within stroke of his fleet, and that he will think the object sufficient to justify 
the risk cannot be doubted. Besides, an approach on this side, however successful, leaves to the enemy the means 
of escaping. 

athe The experiment already made of the lake navigation is not encouraging. Though pressed by no enemy 
other than the weather, the army has not been able to reach Grenadier Island but in broken order, and with con- 
siderable loss. On y plan, they have eighteen other miles to go on the open lake, and much of this distance under 
the eye of the British fleet. Isit probable that our scows will be able to navigate this remaining distance (at a season 
and under circumstances so unfavorable) in better order, or with less loss? 

These are the best thoughts I can offer, and it only remains to add to them my best wishes for your army and for 


_— JOHN ARMSTRONG 
Major General Witk1Nson. ‘ 


Lapy oF THE Lake, orF Sacketrr’s Harsor, October 24, 1813. 
Sr: 

I was at Grenadier Island the day belore yesterday, and found the troops dropping in so slowly that I deter- 
mined to return, hunt them up, and quicken their movement. My presence at the harbor was also necessary to 
have clothing selected to cover numbers of our naked men. 

I will say nothing of the horrid condition in which that place was left. Colonel Coles has arrived with upwards 
of two hundred good men, and expects about eighty more to-day. Randolph and Scott are expected at Oswego, 
nine hundred strong. I have contrived to rig and send off vessels to bring up six hundred of them in season for my 
movement from Grenadier Island, which will not be delayed one instant unnecessarily. ‘The people at Kingston 
appear to be much affrighted, firing their alarm guns on the slightest appearance. J. N. has returned, and it he 
may be credited, De Rottenberg has not arrived, and all the force they can spare is sent down the river to take 
possession of, and fortify, some critical passes. My health continues, unfortunately, bad. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


JA. WILKINSON. 


Exract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 


GrenabieR Istanp, October 28, 1813. 


** [ send you this by an extra Aid-de-camp, Captain Nourse, to relieve the anxiety to which you must be subject, in 
the impending eventful moment. 

** The extent of the injuries to our craft, tne clothing and arms of the men, and to our provisions, on the passage 
from Sackett’s Harbor to this place, greatly exceeded our apprehensions, and has subjected us to the necessity of 
furnishing a supply of clothing, and of making repairs and equipments to our flotilla generally. In fact, all our hopes 
have been very nearly blasted: but thanks to the same Providence which placed us in jeopardy, we are surmounting 
our difficulties, and, God willing, I shall pass Prescott on the night of the ist or 2d proximo, if some unforeseen 
obstacle does not present to forbid me. I shall expect to hear from you at Morrisville, where Colonel Swift is to 
meet me, and to guard against chance shots, [ wish wagons would be held in readiness to receive our powder and 
field ammunition, at a suitable distance above Prescott. 

**]T keep up the delusion here; and the enemy, about sixteen hundred strong, exclusive of five hundred militia, 
are in daily expectation of a visit at Kingston, yet they have taken post, I understand, at Cornwall and the Coteau 
de Lac. No matter: once past Prescott, and our bayonets and sabres shall remove all impediments. 

‘** The inexorable winds and rains continue to oppose and embarrass our movements; but I am seizing on every 
moment’s interval, to slip into the St. Lawrence, corps and detachments, as they can be got ready. Our rendez- 
vous will be in Bush creek, about twenty miles below, and neariy opposite to Gaunanoqui, which position menaces a 
descent on the opposite shore. I shall sail from that position at four o’clock of the morning, and will pass Prescott 
about the same time the ensuing morning. 

** We have had such a fluctuation of sick and well between this place and Sackett’s Harbor, that it is impossible 
to say in what force we shall move; but I calculate on 6,000 combatants, exclusive of Scott and Randolph, neither 
of whom will, I fear, be up in season, notwithstanding all my arrangements and exertions to accelerate their march: 
they are both under provisional orders for Ogdensburgh.” 


* Commodore Chauncey declared he would not take the responsibility of covering the descent of the army if made at M’Pher- 
son’s farm, below the town. 
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War Department, Denmark, October 30, 9 o'clock, P. M. 





Dear GENERAL: 

I this moment received your despatch by Captain Nourse. I rejoice that your difficulties are so far sur- 
mounted as to enable you to say with assurance when you wil! pass Prescott. I should have met you there; but 
bad roads, worse weather, and a considerable degree of illness, admonish me against receding further from a point 
where my engagements call :ne about the Ist proximo. ‘The resolution of treading back my steps was taken at Ant- 
werp, and communicated in a letter from that place by Major Lush. I wrote a single line to you to-day, giving 
the fortunate issue of Harrison’s business, and his arrival at Fort George with M’Arthur’s brigade. If Vincent be 
within the peninsula, Harrison will root him out. It remains with you to sweep the rest of the line before you. 
Montreal taken, what are Prescott and Kingston? Give Hampton timely notice of your approach, and of the place 
and hour of junction, : 

Yours, sincerely, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Wivkinson. 


Vxtracts of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War. dated 


Grenapier [stanp, November 1, 1813. 


** You will perceive from the duplicate under cover (letter of the 28th of October) what were my calculations 
four days since; but the winds and waves and rains and snow still prevail, and we have made several fruitless 
attempts to turn Stony Point, one of them at great peril to three thousand men, whom I seasonably remanded to 
the harbor without the loss of a life. Our sick, one hundred and _ninety-six in number, have not fared as well: they 
were embarked in stout comfortable vessels, and sailed the day before yesterday morning for Sackett’s Harbor, but 
they were driven on shore by a storm, which continued with unremitting violence all nights; and as no exertion 
could relieve them, I anticipated the loss of the whole; but the tempest having abated, and the wind shifted from 
S. W. to N. E. boats were sent out yesterday morning, and Dr. Bull reports the loss of three men only. Other 
means of transport will be provided to-morrow, and these unfortunate men will be sent to the hospital at Sackett’s 
Harbor. 

** Brigadier Brown with his brigade, the light artillery, the riflemen, the volunteers, the gunboats, Bissell’s 
regiment, and a part of Macomb’s, are, I expect, safe at French creek, with the artillery and ordnance stores. 
These corps have made the traverse of the arm of the lake under circumstances of great danger, though fortunately 
without the loss of a life, but at the expense of some boats. 

** | shall wait one day longer, and if the passage should still continue impracticable to the troops, | will land 
them on the opposite shore, march them across the country to the St. Lawrence, and send the empty boats round 
to a given rendezvous. 

** As Major General Hampton is under your orders, permit me to suggest to you what is worthy of reflection— 
whether he should take a position and wait the arrival of my command near the confluence of the St. Lawrence and 
Grand river, or whether he should move down the St. Lawrence and menace Chambly? If he is strong enough to 
meet Sir George, the latter will be the preferable plan, because it will have the effect to divide the enemy’s force: 
otherwise he should adopt the first idea, hazard nothing, and strengthen my hands. 

** The enclosed copy of a memorandum from Colonel Swift will show you what he is about, I flatter myself, to 
your satisfaction. The sole unpleasant circumstance before me, is our total ignorance of the preparations of Sir 
George, and what we may expect to meet on the island. I fear no consequences; but it must be painful to lead 
more than six thousand men to battle hoodwinked; and yet all my efforts to procure intelligence from Montreal 


have proved fruitless.” 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Wilkinson, dated 
War Department, 1st November, 1813. 


“ Prevost will perhaps be found between the Coteau de Lac and the Isle Perrot. If wise, he will attempt to 
fight you before your junction with Hampton. Avoid this, and leave nothing to chance that you can settle on your 


own terms. <A junction with Hampton enables you to give the law.” 


Extract of a letter from General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 


Grenapier [stanp, November 3, 1813, 7 o’clock, 4. M. 


** The troops and squadron are at last in the river, excepting Macomb’s regiment, with which I shall join them 
by 10 o’clock, as the weather is propitious. Extreme illness, and the arrival of Colonel Randolph with two hun- 
dred and thirty men, kept me here last evening. We shall be encamped at French creek to-night: will take to- 
morrow for final organization and arrangement, and the next day pass or prepare to take Prescott; by preference 
I shall not disturb the place, because | have not time to spare.” 


ALpany, 12th November, 1813. 


Dear GENERAL: 
My accounts from and of you are of the same date. Neither come down lower than the 3d instant. These 


left you with the reserve at Grenadier Island. 

General Hampton has made a movement towards the St. Lawrence. After feeling and skirmishing with the 
enemy, he vetioall eanin to the Four Corners, until he had notice of your approach. I hastened to inform him by 
express (who would reach him in forty-eight hours) that you were in motion; that on the 5th you would pass or take 
Prescott, and that on the 8th you would be at Hamilton, whence he might expect to hear from you; that he must 
put himself again in motion, and take “peen which would enable him to join you, or which should detain the 
enemy on the south side of the river. If Prevost, on learning your approach, quits his present position, and re- 
occupies the north bank of the St. Lawrence, Hampton goes on and joins you. If he remains on the south bank, he 
abandons Montreal and even the road to his agital. In the fulness of my faith that you are in Montreal, and that 
you have both seen and seized on all the advantages that the errors of an enemy may have given you, 

I am, dear General, cordially yours, 
J. ARMSTRONG. 


Major General W1LxK1nson. 
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Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Frencu Mixts, November 15, 1813. 


**{t is a fact, for which 1 am authorized to pledge myself on the most confidential authority, that, on the 4th of 
the present month, the British garrison of Montreal consisted solely of four hundred marines and two hundred 
sailors, which had been sent up from Quebec. What a golden, glorious opportunity has been lost by the caprice of 


Major General Hampton.” 


—_ _ Heap Quarters, Frencu MILts, 
Adjoining the Province of Lower Canada, November 16, 1813. 


Sir: 

1 beg leave to refer you to the journal which accompanies this letter, for the particulars of the movement of 
the corps under my command down the St. Lawrence, and will endeavor to exert my enfeebled mind to detail to 
you the more striking and important incidents which have ensued my departure from Grenadier Island, at the foot 
of Lake Ontario, on the 3d instant. 

The corps of the enemy from Kingston, which followed me, hung on my rear; and, in concert with a heavy 
galley and a few gun-boats, seemed determined to retard my progress. I was strongly tempted to halt, turn about, 
and put an end to his teasings; but alas! 1 was confined to my bed. Major General Lewis was too ill for any active 
exertion; and, above all, 1 did not dare suffer myself to be diverted a single day from the prosecution of the views 
of the Government. I had written Major General Hampton on the 6th instant, by his Adjutant General, Colonel 
King, and had ordered him to form a junction with me on the St. Lawrence, which I expected would take place 
on the 9th or 10th. It would have been unpardonable had I lost sight of this object a moment, as I deemed it of 
vital importance to the issue of the campaign. _ 

The enemy deserve credit for their zeal and intelligence, which the active universal hostility of the male inhabi- 
tants of the country enable them to employ to the greatest advantage. ‘Thus, while menaced by a respectable force 
in rear, the coast was lined by musquetry in front at every critical pass of the river, which obliged me to march a 
detachment, and this impeded my progress. 

On the evening of the 9th instant, the army halted a few miles from the head of the Longue Saut. In the morn- 
ing of the 10th, the enclosed order was issued. General Brown marched agreeably to order, and about noon we 
were apprised, by the report of his artillery, that he was engaged some distance below us. At the same time the 
enemy were observed in our rear, and their galley and gunboats approached our flotilla and opened a fire on us, 
which obliged me to order a battery of eighteen pounders to be planted, and a shot from it compelled the vessels of 
the enemy to retire, together with their troops, after some firing between the advanced parties. But, by this time, 
in consequence of disembarking and re-embarking the heavy guns, the day was so far spent, that our pilots did not 
dare enter the Saut, (eight miles a continued rapid) and, therefore, we fell down about two miles, and came to for 
the night. Early the next morning every thing was in readiness for motion; but having received no intelligence 
from General Brown, I was still delayed, as sound caution prescribed I should learn the result of his affair before 
{ committed the flotilla to the Saut. At half past ten o’clock, A. M. an officer of dragoons arrived with a letter, in 
which the General informed me he had forced the enemy, and would reach the foot of the Saut early in the day. 
Orders were immediately given for the flotilla to sail, at which instant the enemy’s gun-boats appeared, and began 
to throw shot among us. Information was brought me at the same time, from Brigadier General Boyd, that the 
enemy’s troops were advancing in column. I immediately sent orders to him to attack them. This report was 
soon contradicted. Their gunboats, however, continued to watch us, and a variety of reports of their movements 
and counter-movements were brought to me in succession, which convinced me of their determination to hazard 
an attack when it could be done to the greatest advantage, and, therefore, I determined to anticipate them. Direc- 
tions were accordingly sent by that distinguished officer, Colonel Swift, of the engineers, to Brigadier General 
Boyd, to throw the detachment of his command, assigned to him in the order of the preceding day, and composed of 
men from his own, Covington’s and Swartwout’s brigades, into three columns, to march upon the enemy, out flank 
them if possible, and take their artillery. The action soon after commenced with the advanced body of the enemy, 
and became extremely sharp and galling; and, with occasional pauses, was sustained with ae vivacity, in open 
space and fair combat, for upwards of two and a half hours, the adverse lines alternately yielding and advancing. 
It is impossible to say with accuracy what was our number on the field, because it consisted of indefinite detachments 
taken from the boats to render safer the passage of the Saut. Brigadier Generals Covington and Swartwout volun- 
tarily took part in the actior at the head of the detachments from their respective brigades, and exhibited the same 
courage that was displayed by Brigadier General Boyd, who sony to be the senior officer on the ground. ‘Our 
force engaged might have reached sixteen or seventeen hundred men, but certainly did not exceed eighteen hun- 
dred. That of the enemy was estimated at from twelve hundred to two thousand, but probably did not amount to 
more than fifteen or sixteen hundred, consisting, as | am informed, of detachments from the 49th, 84th, and 104th 
regiments of the line, with three companies of the voltigeur and Glengary corps, and the militia of the country, who 
are not included in the estimate. : ; 

It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to give you a detailed account of this affair, which certainly reflects 
high honor on the valor of the American soldier, as no example can be produced of undisciplined men, with inexpe- 
rienced officers, braving a fire of two hours and a half, without quitting the field, or yielding to their antagonists. 
But, sir, the information I now give you is derived from officers of my confidence, who took active parts in this con- 
flict: for, though I was enabled to order the attack, it was my hard fortune not to be able to lead the troops | com- 
manded—the disease with which I was assailed on the 2d of September, on my journey to Fort George, having, 
with a few short intervals of convalescence, preyed on me ever since; and, at the moment of this action, I was con- 
fined to my bed, and emaciated almost toa skeleton, unable to set my horse, or to move ten paces without assistance. 

I must, however, be pardoned for trespassing on your time a few remarks in relation to the affair. The objects of 
the British and American commanders were precisely opposed; the last being bound by the instructions of his Go- 
vernment, and the most solemn obligations of duty, to precipitate his descent of the St. Lawrence by every practi- 
cable means; because, this being effected, one of the greatest difficulties opposed to the American army would be 
surmounted: and the first, by duties equally imperious, to retard, and, if possible, prevent such descent—he is to be 
accounted victorious who effected his purpose. ‘The British commander, having failed to gain either of his objects, 
can lay no claim to the honors of the day. ‘The battle fluctuated, and triumph seemed, at different times, inclined 
to the contending corps. The front of the enemy was at first forced back more than a mile, and, though they never 
regained the ground thus lost, their stand was permanent, and their charges resolute. Amidst these charges, and 
near the close of the contest, we lost a field piece by the fall of the officer, who was serving it, with the same coolness 
as if he had been at a parade or review; this was Lieutenant Smith of the light artillery, who, in point of merit, 
stood at the head of his grace. : 

The enemy having halted, and our troops being again formed in battalia, front to front, and the firing ceased on 
both sides, we resumed our position on the bank of the river, and the infantry being much fatigued, the whole were 
re-embarked, and proceeded down the river, without further annoyance from the enemy or their gunboats, while 
the dragoons, with five pieces of light artillery, marched down the Canada shore without molestation. 

It is due to his rank, to his worth, and to his services, that [ should make particular mention of Brigadier Gene- 
ral Covington, who received a mortal wound directly through the body, while animating his men, and Yeading them 
to the charge. He fell where he fought, at the head of his men, and survived but two days. 

The next morning the flotilla passed through the Saut, and joined that excellent officer, Brigadier General Brown, 
at Barnharts, near Cornwall, where he had been instructed to take post and wait my arrival; and where I confident- 
ly expected to hear of Major General Hampton’s arrival on the opposite shore. But, immediately after I halted, 
Colonel Atkinson, the Inspector General of the division under Major General Hampton, waited on me with a letter 
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from that officer, in which, to my unspeakable mortification and surprise, he declined the junction ordered, and in- 
formed me he was marching towards Lake Champlain, by way of co-operating in the proposed attack on Montreal. 

This letter, together with a copy of that to which it is an answer, were immediately submitted to a council of 
war, composed of my general officers, and the Colonel commanding the elite, the Chief Engineer, and the Adjutant 
General, who unanimously gave it as their opinion, that “the attack on Montreal should be abandoned for the pre- 
sent season, and the army, then near Cornwall, should be immediately crossed to the American shore for taking up 

winter quarters, and that this place afforded an eligible position for such quarters.” 

I acquiesced in these opinions, not from the shortness of the stock of provisions, (which had been reduced by the 
acts of God) because that of our meat had been increased five days, and our bread had been reduced only two days, 
and because we could, in case of extremity, have lived on the enemy; but because the loss of the division under 
Major General Hampton weakened my terce too sensibly to justify the attempt. In all my measures and move- 
ments of moment, | have taken the opinions of my general officers, which have been in accord with my own. 

I remained on the Canada shore until the next day, without seeing or hearing from the ** powerful force” of the 
enemy in our neighborhood, and the same day reached this position with the artillery and infantry. The dragoons 
have been ordered to Utica, and its vicinity, and I expect are fifty or sixty miles on the march. ; 

You have, under cover, a summary abstract of the killed and wounded in the affair of the 11th instant, which 
shall soon be followed by a particular return, in which a just regard will be paid to individual merits. The dead 
rest in honor, and the wounded bled for their country and deserve its gratitude. 

With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES WILKINSON. 

The Honorable Joun Arnmstronc, Secretary of War. 


Return of the Killed and Wounded of a Detachment of the Army of the United States, descending the St. Law- 
rence, under the command of Major General James Wilkinson, in an action fought at Williamsburgh, in Up- 
per Canada, on the \1th of November, 1813. 











KILLED. WOUNDED. 
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Names of the Commissioned Officers killed and wounded. 
KILLED. 


Lieutenant William W. Smith, of the light artillery; Lieutenant David Hunter, of the 12th regiment infantry; 


Lieutenant Edward Olmstead, of the 16th regiment inlantry. 


WOUNDED. 


Brigadier General Leonard Covington, mortally, (since dead;) Major Talbot Chambers, Assistant Adjutant Gene- 
ral, slightly; Major Darby Noon, Aid-de-camp to Brigadier General Swartwout, slightly; Colonel James P. Pres- 
ton, of the 23d regiment infantry, severely, his right thigh fractured; Major William Cummings, of the 8th regiment 
infantry, severely; Captain Edmund Foster, of the 9th regiment infantry, slightly; Captain David S. ‘Townsend, 
of the 9th regiment infantry, severely—taken prisoner; Captain Mordecai Myers, of the 13th regiment infantry, se- 
verely; Captain John Campbell, of the 13th regiment infantry, slightly; Captain John B. Murdoch, of the 25th re- 
giment infantry; Lieutenant William S. Heaton, of the 11th regiment infantry, severely; Lieutenant John Wil- 
liams, of the 13th regiment infantry, slightly; Lieutenant John Lynch, of the Mth regiment infantry, severely—ta- 
ken prisoner; Lieutenant Peter Pelham, of the 21st regiment infantry, severely—taken prisoner; Lieutenant James 
D. Brown, of the 25th regiment infantry, slightly; Lieutenant Archibald C. Crary, of the 25th regiment infantry, 
severely, in the skirmish the day before the action. 

AbsuTaANT GENERAL’s OrFicr, 
Heap Quarters, Mitrrary Disrrict No. 9, Frencu Mutts, November, 1813. 
J. B. WALBACH, Adjutant General. 


N. B.—Colonel Preston commanded the 13th regiment of infantry during the action; and Major Cummings did 
‘uty with the 16th regiment of infantry in the action. 


Journal referred to in the foregoing letter of Major General Wilkinson. 


October 21st. Boisierous weather; left Sackett’s Harbor; at night arrived off Grenadier Island. 

October 22d. Called fora return of the troops on the island; found a large body to be still in the rear, wrecked 
or stranded; returned in quest of them, and to order from the harbor a supply of winter clothing and shoes for the 
troops on the island, who were nearly destitute; observed at night, on our way up, many fires on different points of 
the coast; wind so high could not call at thems; reached the harbor at midnight. 

October 23d. Orders given for the shipment of the clothing; many stragglers picked up and embarked for 
Grenadier Island; Colonel Coles arrived with two hundred men of the 12th regiment, and sailed for the same place; 
the Growler equipped, manned, furnished with a skipper, and sent to Oswego for Colonels Randolph and Scott (who 
were expected at that place) and as many men as she could carry. We sailed for Grenadier Island; arrived about 
8 o’clock at night off the island; weather blustering, with frequent rain. All this time the General’s illness con- 
tinued without abatement. 

October 24th. Hard rains with heavy gales. Still at anchor off the island. 
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October 25th. The General landed, and measures were immediately taken to seize every pause of the prevail- 
ing storms to slip the flotilla into the St. Lawrence by small detachments. In these deceitful momentary calms we 
found it impossible to traverse in safety the arm of the lake to Gravelly point, though distant only nine miles. In 
the several attempts made, many boats driven ashore, and much provision and clothing lost. French creek, nearly 
opposite the point where the enemy expected we should land to attack Kingston, was made the general rendezvous 
of the troops, and Brigadier General Brown ordered on to take the chief command. The expedition of the Grow- 
ler was so far successful, that, on the 31st, Colonel Randolph, after a perilous voyage, reached Grenadier Island 
with two hundred and thirty men of the 20th regiment. On the 2d November, Commodore Chauncey, by concert, 
entered the St. Lawrence, fell down nearly to French creek, and took a position to command the north and south 
channels. In the evening of the Ist November our vigilant enemy having observed, even amid the storms, our 
movement and position at French creek; attacked the detachment at that place, under General Brown, about sun- 
set, with a squadron of two brigs and two schooners, with many boats loaded with infantry for landing, should their . 
cannonade make a sufficient impression. Very soon Captain M’Pherson of the light artillery erected a battery of 
three 18 pounders, and returned their fire with such spirit and effect that they fell down to a harbor below, beyond 
its range. Next morning the attack was renewed and repelled, and one of the brigs was, with great difficulty, 
towed off by the squadron, which put into Kingston channel, behind Grand Island. We lost two killed and four 
wounded. The enemy were supposed to have suffered severely from the evident disabled state of their brig, and 
the deliberate and well directed ie of the gallant Captain M’Pherson. 

November 3d. The rear of the army, with the Genera! more and more sick, sailed for the general rendezvous, 
where the chief part arrived in the evening. ‘The General was carried on shore, and lodged in a tent, his malady 
increasing in violence. 

November 4th. This day was devoted to final arrangements for the sailing of the flotilla. Weather moderating. 

November 5th. Charming day. The ftotilla got under way, and, without accident, fell down and landed early 
in the night below Morrisville. ‘The General suspecting he would be followed by the enemy, as in the morning his 
course had been discovered by three’of their look-out gun boats and a gig, and knowing that two of their armed 
schooners could jeopard his movement, gave orders for the flotilla to pass Prescott, theu seven miles below him, 
in the course of the night. But some confusion occurred, arising from the novelty of the movement, and the order 
was countermanded. 

November 6th. This morning the health of the Genera! appeared better; he ordered the flotilla to descend to a 
—* within three miles of Prescott; and the day being fine, got into his gig, and proceeded to reconnoitre the place. 
n the mean time, the powder. and fixed ammunition were debarked and placed in carts, to be transported by land, 
under cover of the night, beyond the enemy’s batteries. As soon as the General returned, orders were issued for 
the debarkation of every man (except so many as were necessary to navigate the boats) who were directed to march, 
under cover of the night, to save useless exposure to the enemy’s cannon, to a bay two miles below Prescott; and 
arrangements were made, at the same time, for the passage of the flotilla by that place, the superintendency of 
which devolved on Brigadier General Brown, the general officer of the day. About eight o’clock,-P. M., we had 


so heavy a fog, that it was believed we could pass the British fortress unobserved, and orders were accordingly 


given for the army to march and the flotilla to get under way. The General, jn his gig, proceeded ahead, followed 
by his passage-boat and family; but a sudden change of the atmosphere exposed his passage-boat to the garrison of 
the enemy, amd near fifty twenty-four pound shot were fired at her without effect, while the column on land, disco- 
vered by the gleam of their arms, were assailed with shot and shells, without injury. General Brown, on hearing 
the firing, judiciously halted the flotilla until the moon had set, when it got in motion, but was perceived by the 
enemy, who opened upon it, and continued their fire, from front to rear, for the space of three hours; and yet, out 
of more than ions hundred boats, not one was touched, and only one man was killed, and two were wounded; and 
before ten next morning the whole of the flotilla (except two vessels) reached the place of rendezvous. About 
noon, this day, Colonel King, Adjutant General of the army of General Hampton, arrived, and waited on the Com- 
mander-in-chief, whom he informed that he had been to Sackett’s Harbor with a despatch from General Hampton 
to the Secretary of War; that he had no communication, written or verbal, from Major General Hampton to him 
(the Commander-in-chief) but that, not finding the mont | of War at Sackett’s Harbor, he had thought proper, 
on his return, to call for any communication he (General Wilkinson) might have to make to General Hampton. 
The General had intended, in the course of this day, to send an express to General Hampton, with an order to him 
te form a junction of his division with the corps descending the St. Lawrence, and availed himself of the opportu- 
nity, presented by Colonel King, to send the order. 

November 7th. The General having been exposed to the open air all last night, in consequence found himself 
ill. In passing Prescott, two of our largest vessels, loaded with provisions, artillery, and ordnance stores, either 
through cowardice or treachery, had been run into the river near Ogdensburgh, and opposite Prescott. ‘The enemy 
kept up so constant a cannonade on them, that we found it difficult, and lost half a day, to get them out. We per- 
ceived the militia in arms at Johnson, directly opposite us, and several pieces of field artillery in motion. Under- 
standing that the coast below was lined with posts of musketry and artillery at every narrow pass of the river, 
Colonel Macomb was detached, about one o’clock, with the elite corps, of about 1200 men, to remove these obstruc- 
tions, and the General got under way about half past three o’clock. Four or five miles below we entered the first 
rapids of the river, and, soon after passing them, two pieces of light artillery, which had not been observed by Col. 
Macomb, opened a sharp fire upon the General’s passage-boat, but without any further effect than ,cutting away 
some of the rigging. Lieutenant Colonel Eustis, with a part of our light gun barges, came within shot of the pieces 
of the enemy, and a cannonade ensued, without injury on either side. In the mean time Major Forsythe, who was 
in the rear of the elite of Colonel Macomb, landed his riflemen, advanced upon the enemy’s guns, and had his fire 
drawn by a couple of videttes, posted in his route, on which their pieces were precipitately carried off. ‘The Gene- 
ral came too at dusk, about six miles below the town of Hamilton, where he received a report from Colonel Macomb, 
who had routed a party at a block-house, about two miles below, and captured an officer. 

November 8th. This morning the flotilla fell down to a contraction of the river, at a point called the ** White 
House,” where the dragoons were assembled to be crossed. Brigadier General Brown was ordered this morning to 
reintorce Colonel Macomb with his brigade, and to take the command; and the whole day and following night were 
evoted to transporting the dragoons. About noon this day we received advice that two armed schooners, and a 
body of the enemy in bateaux, estimated at one thousand or fifteen hundred men, had descended the river from 
Kingston, and landed at Prescott; that they had immediately sent a flag across the river to Ogdensburgh, and de- 
manded the delivery of all public property there, under the penalty of burning the town. Not long after, informa- 
tion was received that the enemy had re-embarked at Prescott in their bateaux, and were following us with seven 


gun ts. 

~~ November 9th. ‘This morning, very early, the enemy menaced our rear, and a slight skirmish took place between 
our riflemen and a party of their militia pos pr ec in which we had one man killed, and the enemy were driven 
back. The cavalry, with four pieces of light artillery, under the command of Captain M’Pherson, were attached to 
the command of Heieadiet General Brown, and he was ordered to march to clear the coast below us as far as a point 
near the head of the Longue Saut. The ay! of the current obliged us to halt the flotilla several hours, to 
enable General Brown to make good his march in time to cover our movement. During this period the enemy fre- 
quently threatened our rear, but never indicated an intention to make a serious attack. About three o’clock, P. M. 
the flotilla got under way, and came to, about five o’clock, at the Yellow house, having floated nearly eleven miles 
in two hours, where we encamped for the night. 

November 10th. This morning the following order was issued: 
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*““MORNING GENERAL ORDERS. 


** Heap Quarters, Turtie’s Bay, November 10, 1813. 


** General Brown wiil prosecute his march with the troops yesterday under his command, excepting two pieces 
of artillery and the second dragoons, who, with all the well men of the other brigades, except a sufficient number to 
navigate the boats, are to march under the orders of Brigadier General Boyd. ‘This precaution is énjoined by re- 
gard to the safety of the men in passing the Longue Saut; and as this rapid is long and dangerous, the General ear- 
nestly requests the commanding officers of regiments and corps to examine the boats, and see them properly fitted, 
in order to avoid accidents as muchas possible. Brigadier General Boyd will take the necessary precaution ta pre- 
vent the enemy, who hangs on our rear, from making an advantageous attack, and if attacked, is to turn about and 
beat them. ‘lhe boats are to resume the station assigned them in the original order respecting the flotilla, and for 
this the commanding officers of regiments and brigades will be held responsible. ‘The movement of yesterday was a 
reproach to the service. The flotilla will come to to-day at Barnhart’s, near Crab Island, and two guns from the 
front will be the signal for landing. In case ofan attack in force beyond all expectation, the corps under Brigadier 
Generals Boyd and Brown are to co-operate with each other, promptly and with decision. The general officer of 
the day will strictly attend and see that the flotilla puts off and moves in the prescribed order, and will arrest any 
officer who presumes to deviate therefrom.” 

Brigadier General Brown marched, and about noon was engaged by a party of the enemy near a block house on 
the Saut, erected to harass our flotilla in its descent. About the same time the enemy were observed to be ad- 
vancing on our rear, and their galley-and gunboats hove in sight, approached our flotilla, then at shore, and began 
to cannonade it. ‘The slender structure of our gun barges made it impossible for them to resist the long twenty-four 
pounder of the enemy’s galley; this obliged the General to order two eighteen pounders to be run on shore and 
jormed in battery, a single shot from which gave such an alarm to the énemy’s vessels, that they retired up the river, 
accompanied by their troops. But these slight operations so far wasted the day, that our pilots were afraid to enter 
the Saut (a continued rapid of eight miles) with the flotilla; we therefore fell ptm within two or three miles of the 
head of it, aud came to for the mght. By this time the General had become so extremely ill as to be unable to sit 
up, and was confined to his bed in a small berth under the quarter deck of his passage boat. 

_ November 11th. Having heard the firing of the cannon yesterday between General Brown and the enemy, being 
still uriapprised of the result, it became necessary that we should hear from him before we committed ourselves 
to the Saut, which allows no retreat, no landing, no turning to the right or left, but where the impetuosity 
of the current impels. About ten or eleven o’clock, A. M. the Met mag ale Ber received advice from General 
Brown that he had forced the enemy to retire before, him, and had arrived near the foot of the Saut. Orders 
were immediately given for the flotilla to prepare to sail, and for General Boyd and his command to commence 
their march, when some firing took place from the gun boats, and a report was brought to the Commander-in-chief 
that the enemy was advancing in column; on this he ordered General Boyd to attack them, and ‘the flotilla was di- 
rected not to leave the shore. But the report was svon after contradicted. A variety of reports respecting their 
movements and counter movements were, after this, successively brought to the General, which impressed him with 
the conviction that the enemy had determined to attack his rear, as soon as the flotilla should put off and the troops 
commence their march. He resolved to anticipate them; he therefore sent Colonel Swift, of the engineers, with in- 
structions to Brigadier General Boyd, who had been directed by the order of the preceding day to take command 
of the detachment on shore, to form that detachment into three columns, to advance upon the enemy, to endeavor 
to outflank them, and to take their artillery. Soon after this the action commenced, and for the numbers engaged 
was extremely warm and bloody for upwards of two hours, during which time, in open space and fair combat, the 
raw undisciplined troops of the United States braved, and frequently drove, the best troops of the British army. 
Descriptions of battles have become too subservient to the gratification of personal vanity, and the acquisition of 
popular applause; yet every man who has taken part in a great action must know that there is nothing more difficult 
ihan to do justice to the merits of a battle in all its parts, where it is hard to find two officers, unless fighting side by 
side, who agree in opinion as to the propriety of measures and the conduct of men. ‘The fortunes of this day were 
various; sometimes one line, sometimes the other, giving way. Unfortunately, during the shiftings of the action, 
by the death of Lieutenant Smith, a young officer of the highest promise, the enemy got possession of a field-piece, 
the only trophy they obtained. It is difficult to speak of the precise numbers engaged on either side, because the 
detachment under Generai Boyd consisted of an indefinite number of his own, Covington’s, and Swartwout’s bri- 
gades, ordered from on board the boats to lighten them, and save the hazard of the men’s lives in descending the 
Saut. Neither Covington nor Swartwout were obliged to take part in the action with this detachment; yet they 
both entered the field, taking command of that part of it which belonged to their respective brigades, where they 
exhibited the same courageous conduct which distinguished General Boyd on the field; and, to the great loss of the 
service, Brigadier General Covington received a mortal wound when encouraging and leading on his detachment. 
‘The numbers engaged on our side could not have exceeded sixteen or seventeen hundred men, while those of the 
enemy are reckoned, by spectators, at from one to two thousand; but ’tis probable did not exceed fifteen hundred, 
consisting, as we are informed, of detachments of the 49th, 84th, and 104th, the voltigeurs, and Glengarian regiment. 

With respect to the courage displayed by our officers, it would be useless to enter into details, since they all 
manifested in their respective stations equal intrepidity. The names of the meritorious dead and wounded will be 
recorded in another place. ‘The firing ceased, by common consent, about four o’clock, P. M.; our troops were 
formed in battalia in front of the enemy, who were aiso in line, and they separated, the enemy to their camp, and 
we to our boats. ‘The troops being much exhausted, it was considered most convenient that they should embark, 
and that the dragoons, with the artillery, should proceed by land. ‘The embarkation took place without the smallest 
molestation from the enemy, and the flotilla made a harbor near the head of the Saut, on the opposite shore. The 
views of the American and British commanders were, on this occasion, precisely opposed. The first being bound 
by the instructions of his Government, and the most solemn obligations of duty, to precipitate his descent of the St. 
Lawrence by every practicable means, and the last by duties equally imperious to retard, and, if possible, to pre- 
vent such descent. If, then, he found himself victorious on this day, it was certainly in his power to have effected 
the one or the other object; and as he made no attempt to effect either, it follows, incoutestably, that he had no fair 
ground on which to claim a victory. : 
~ November 12th. ‘The flotilla sailed early this morning, and passed down the Saut without discovering either 
the boats or troops of the ey and arrived, in the course of the forenoon, at Barnhart’s, where the commanding 
General received a letter from Major General Hampton, by the hands of Colonel Atkinson, his Inspector General, 
which blasted all his hopes, and destroyed every prospect of the campaign. A council of war was called upon the 
receipt of this communication, which was submitted to their consideration, whereupon the council determined that 
the conduct of Major General Hampton, in refusing to join his division to the troops descegding the St. Lawrence 
io carry an attack against Montreal, rendered it expedient to leave the left bank of the St. Lawrence, and to re- 
move the troops to French Mills, on Salmon river; and on the thirteenth of November this recommendation was 
accordingly carried into effect, ample time having been given to the enemy to have tried a second action, if they 
had dared to run the hazard. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated | 
Frencu Minis, November 17, 1813. 


“ After what has passed between us, you can po conceive my amazement and chagrin at the conduct of 
Major General Hampton. ‘The game was in view, and, ad he performed the junction directed, would have been 
ours in eight or ten days. But he chose to recede, in order to co-operate, and my dawning hopes, and the hopes 
and honor of the army, were blasted.” 
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Extract from the General Order of General Wilkinson, of November 13. 


** The troops are to embark without loss of time, yet are not to be hurried in leaving the Canadian shore, from 
whence the Commander-in-chief is compelted to retire by the extraordinary, unexampled, and it appears unwar- 
rantable conduct of Major General Hampton, in refusing to join this army with a division of four thousand men, 
under his command, agreeably to positive orders from the Commander-in-chief, and, as he has been assured by the 
Secretary of War, of explicit instructions from the War Department. : _ } 

** Thus deprived of a large portion of his promised force, the Commander-in-chief feels himself bound, by a sense 
of regard to this meritorious corps, and of sacred duty to the United States, to spare the lives of brave men, aud 
not to hazard the character or interest of the nation by an unequal conflict. He, with lively regret, and the deepest 
mortification, suspends the attack on Montreal; but he assures the army that it is not abandoned. 


Colonel Purdy’s report to Major General Wilkinson, of the action at Chateaugay, §c. transmitted by the General 
to the Secretary of War. 


I arrived at Cumberland-head September 16th, 1813, and on the 18th took command of the 4th regiment of in- 
fantry, stationed at that place. ‘The army, consisting of about four thousand men, was composed principally of re- 
cruits who had been but a short time in service, and had not been exercised with that rigid discipline ‘so essentially, 
necessary to constitute the soldier. ‘They had, indeed, been taught various evolutions, but a spirit of subordination 
was foreign to their views. On the 19th, orders were issued for the whole army, except a squadron of horse and the 
artillery, to embark in bateaux. ‘The army got under way, preceded by the light corps, and flanked on the right 
by the navy, and arrived at Chazy at 12 o’clock at night, lay on their arms, embarked again svon after sunrise the 
next morning, proceeded down the lake as far as Champlain, and up Champlain river the distance of four miles, 
where we landed, and immediately marched to Odletown. The light corps, who preceded the other troops some 
hours, surprised and defeated a guard of the enemy at that place. We remained at Odletown until the middle of the 
next day, during which time a want of system in the management of the army was readily discovered by every mil- 
itary man, that led to apprehensions for the safety of the troops, should the enemy oppose with any considerable 
force. ‘The army returned to Champlain the 21st, the 22d to Chazy, and the day toliowing commenced the route 
to Chateaugay. The whole of this march, a distance of more than seventy miles, was very poe the cflicers 
were not permitted to take with them the necessaries, much less the conveniences of life, and were compelled to 
abandon clothing and other things essentially necessary to preserve the body in health. We forebore complaint, en- 
dured every privation, presuming the commanding officer had sufficient reasons for his conduct, and concluding it 
was pro bono publico. ‘The scene has past, and time sufficient has elapsed to have discovered those reasons, had 
they existed; none have been found; on the contrary, circumstances have demonstrated that it was a useless and 
unnecessary sacrifice of both public and private property. ‘The army remained at Chateaugay twenty-six days, and 
on the 2ist October commenced an excursion into the enemy’s country. The first brigade followed the course of 
the Chateaugay river to Spear’s, the distance of eighteen miles and upwards, and there met the second brigade, which 
had taken a nearer and more convenient route. “The march was very fatiguing, equalled only by another that soon 
followed. Credit is due to both the officers and soldiers for their orderly conduct, patience, and perseverance, in 
surmounting the incredible obstacles the enemy threw in their way. On the 25th, a difficult and very fatiguing ex- 
pedition was planned, and the execution of it assigned to the first brigade, which had been for some time previous, 
and still remained, under my command. ‘The design was to cut off the retreat of a body of the enemy, supposed to 
be encamped on the banks of the Chateaugay, six miles distant. With this intention the first brigade was ordered 
tu cross the river at night, march silently down, and recross at a ford two miles below the enemy, and attack them 
in rear, giving a preconcerted signal, while the second brigade moved down the road in front. We commenced the 
march at sun-down, and by sun-rise the next morning had gained only six miles. Here we were discovered by the 
enemy, and fired on from the opposite side of the river. During that night we were repeatedly misled by the guides, 
who knew nothing of the country, having never been that way, and at the time we were attacked, they had led us 
into a thick cedar growth or swamp on the banks of the river, and immediately opposite the enemy’s position, and 
knew not how to extricate us. Incredible as it may appear, General Hampton entrusted nearly one balf of his army, 
and those his best troops, to the guidance of men, each of whom repeatedly assured him that they were, not ac- 
quainted with the country, and were not competent to direct such an expedition. At the same time General Hamp- 
tun told me he had a man by the name of Smith, who had a perfect knowledgeof the country,and whom he promised 
to send me, but which he neglected to do. ‘The defeat of the expedition was the consequence of this neglect of the 
Major General. About two o’clock, while receiving an order from Colonel King, Adjutant General, upon the op- 
posite side of the river, to march back four miles, and then ford the river and join the 2d brigade, the enemy made 
a furious attack on the column by a great discharge of musketry, accompanied by the yells of the savages. “Unfor- 
tunately, the word “retreat” was heard, which, for a short time, spread confusion among the several corps. A 
sufficient number, however, remained firm, and the enemy was svon compelled to retire. ‘Towards sun-down I 
sent General Hampton a request that a regiment might be ordered down to cover my landing on the opposite side 
of the river; but judge my surprise, on receiving intelligence that he had retreated with the second brigade nearly 
three miles. ‘Thus was | deserted, without the smallest guard to cover my landing. ‘Io what cause ‘shall it be at- 
tributed, that the General ordered a retreat, and that too at the moment when the Caepeaye of the second brigade 
was required, or could be useful, as soon afterwards he declared ** he should be willing to compound with the first 
brigade for five hundred men.” ‘The wounded had previously been conveyed across on rafts, which made a removal of 
my brigade absolutely necessary for their protection, An attempt was accordingly made, and a floating bridge svon 
constructed of old logs, found on the margin of the river. ‘The enemy discovering our disposition, commenced a 
firing from the opposite side, and killed several while crossing. Major Snelling, with abouta hundred men, effect- 
ed a landing, and joined the main body. ‘The remainder of my force, exhausted by the excessive exertions of the 
preceding night, and weary with the fatigues of the day, not having had a moment either for rest or refreshment, 
were compelied to endure the privation of sleep another night. We retired two or three miles and took a position. 
At about twelve o’clock the enemy came up and made an attack upon us, but were soon routed. ‘lhe men at this 
time were formed, and lying on the ground they were to occupy in case of an attack, and were ordered to, and 
did immediately rise, serze their arms, and remain under them the residue of the night. An excessively heavy rain 
prevented the firing both of the enemy and ourselves, except occasionally a single gun from the former. Our troops 
were ordered not to fire, but, in case of a repetition of attack, to charge bayonets; this was accordingly done. ‘The 
enemy charged several times, and as often were put to flight. It is observable in this place, that, so greatly were 
the men overpowered by fatigue, though in a situation every way dangerous, and in which they had every reason 
to believe they should be sallied upon by the enemy every moment, many were unable to conquer their disposition 
to sleep, and it was not in the power of the officers to keep.them awake. —It-was on the morning of this last attack 
that the General expressed his. apprehensions for the first brigade, and made the declaration above quoted. The 
next morning we crossed the river, and joined General Hampton; on the 28th the army retreated four miles, and on 
the 30th and 31st marchedback to Chateaugay. ‘The troops, at the tines of the attack, were not in a situation to en- 
dure further fatigue; and it is an indubitable fact, that many of them were so debilitated they were unable to proceed 
with the brigade on its march from the place of its last attack,and actually did not reach the main body until the 
day after the brigade had joined it, and some not even until the army had reached the Four Corners of Chateaugay. 

Never, to my knowledge, during our march into Canada, and while we remained at the Four Corners, a term of 
twenty-six days, did General Hampton ever send off a scouting or reconnoitering party, (except in one or two cases 
at Spear’s, in Canada, when he detached a few dragoons for this duty) nor did he, trom the time we commenced our 
march from Cumberlaud head, to our arrival at Plattsburg, ever order a front, flank, or rear guard to be kept up, 
though a great part of the time we were in situations which evidently required it. ‘True it is, these guards were oc- 
casivnally sent out, not, however, by his order, but by the orders of the officers commanding brigades. 
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By a general order, dated Chateaugay, November 5, the General says he has paid the first attention to the sick, 
and has granted them indulgences, which created murmurings on the part of some officers at their posts. It is only 
neccessary here to observe, that every officer of the army can testify that the sick were very much neglected as far 
as regards comfortable quarters and transportation, and that they were strewed along the roads through which we 
marched without care or attendance; and it is presumable that many have died in consequence of this who might 
have been saved to themselves if not to the service. The General, indeed, at the time this order was issued, which 
was after our return to the Four Corners, did order transportation for the sick to Burlington, but this is the only 
instance to my knowledge. 

The Commissary’s Eppetnent is worthy of notice. My order for provision was not sufficient; nor could I 


obtain any but by special licence of General Hampton. The commissary of issues has been constantly in the habit 
of selling the livers, &c. of the beeves to officers; and though I represented this to General Hampton as unusua! 
“ the Commissary is accountable for all parts of 


and improper, he refused to take any other notice of it than saying, “ t 
;” nor did he take any notice of another piece of misconduct of the Com 


the beef, even to a pound or ounce of tallow t r 
missary, that of acting in the capacity of sutler, but sanctioned it by purchasing of him. ; 
The common practices with General Hampton, of arresting officers and releasing them without their consent; 


of releasing arrested officers without the knowledge or consent of the officers by whom they were arrested (the case 
of Lieutenant Morris of the 33d regiment, who was arrested by me on the charge of cowardice and misconduct be- 
fore the enemy on the 26th October, 1813, the time of the skirmish with the enemy at Ormstown, or Chateaugay river, 
’ being an instance;) of refusing to arrest officers whom I reported to. him as having deserted their posts in time o 

action; of daily issuing orders and countermanding them, and of interfering in an improper manner with the sub- 
ordinate commands of the army, as a reference to the orders issued by him will show, mark very strongly the ca- 


pricivusness of his conduct and the total want of steadiness in his intentions. 

Such has been the General’s conduct on some occasions, that I have, in common with other officers, been induc- 
ed to believe that he was under the influence of a too free use of spirituous liquors. 

I must, in justice to General Hampton, say, that the expedition he planned, and which I have called *‘ difficult 
and fatiguing,” did, at the time it was suggested to me by him, meet my full approbation, and that I have since seen 
* no reason for changing my opinion of its practicability or usefulness; but I must also say that it required competent 
guides; and these te [ said before) he promised to furnish me, but did not. : 
am of opinion no officer that has served under Major General Hampton, on the 


tradict this statement. 
ROBERT PURDY, Colonel 4th Infantry. 
A true copy. R. H. M’PHERSON, Captain and Secretary. 


late campaign, can, or will con- 


Exiract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major General Wilkinson. 
Axpany, November 18, 1813. 


**My last advices from you are of the 3d inst. Report says that the garrisons of Kingston and Prescott have 
found means to overtake your rear, to bring it to action, to handle it roughly, and to compel it to retreat to the 


main body. ‘To this I give no credit: ene 
**ist. Because, moving with the celerity necessary to your objects, it is highly improbable that they could by any 


exertion have been able to overtake you; and 
“9d. Because it is quite incredible that, finding in your rear a heavy corps capable of disturbing the main action 


of the campaign, you should not have taken effectual measures to beat and destroy it. If 1,600 men were not suffi- 
cient for this purpose, 6,000 were so; and the garrisons of Kingston and Prescott destroyed (though we failed of 


getting to Montreal) the upper province was won.” 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Frencu Mitts, Vovember 24, 1813. 


** | have had the honor to receive 


reached you which left this on the 17th ; oe ; 
** With respect to the unfortunate issue of the campaign, I disclaim the shadow of blame, because I know I have 


done my duty, and more than my duty, and so do those with whom I have acted. Zo General Hampton’s outrage 
of every principle of subordination and discipline may be ascribed the failure of the expedition; and that I have 
not yet arrested him must be attributed to my respect for you, and my desire that the arrest should proceed from 
the highest authority: for if this act be suffered to pass unnoticed and unpunished, it will establish a precedent to 
justify disobedience and subvert those obligations of blind obedience on which the efficiency of military institutions 


‘2 letter of the 15th instant from Albany, and hope my despatches have 


exclusively depend. 

** After our losses by deaths, desertions, and discharges, since we left Sackett’s Harbor, I think we shall not be 
able to show you more than. six thousand men at this point, exclusive of the dragoons, who have been ordered to 
Greenbush and Pittsfield, for convenience and economy.” , 


War Department, November 25, 1813. 


weir: 

It is recommended to you to consolidate your infantry and artillery into complete regiments, or as nearly so 
as possible, for the winter, retaining a full complement of your most efficient officers to command them, and de- 
taching all surplus officers immediately on the recruiting service, and to the several districts indicated by the rules 
and regulations. ‘This regulation should extend to General Hampton’s division. 

An immediate inquiry into the terms of enlistment of the men composing your army should be instituted, and 
endeavors should be made to re-enlist all those whose terms of service are about expiring. _ 

The most severe attention to discipline must be begun, and the slightest departures from it, whether in officer or 
soldier, noticed and punished. - Clerks to the several companies must be appointed, and company books kept, show- 
ing every thing received by the soldier, and charging him therewith. If, on the next, or any future inspection, it 
be found that any article of his clothing, or of his arms, has been lost or sold, the article is to be supplied, and the 
price deducted from his wages. With regard to clothing and arms, there have been the most shocking abuses. 
Confidential reports are provided by the rules, and must be made agreeably thereto. The inspector who neglects 


or refuses to perform this duty shall be dismissed the service. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Winkinson. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Heap Quarters, Matone, Mizitary Districr No. 9, December 6, 1813. 


ppy to find that I had anticipated 
sand centre. When I ordered 


* Your three letters of the 25th ultimo came to hand on the 30th; and I am ha 
the views communicated in those letters, as far as respects the security of our flan 
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Major General wey wy to reinforce the post of the Four Corners, it was under the impression that Cumberland 
Head was guarded; but the moment I was undeceived, and apprised of the exposed situation of our depdt at Platts- 
burg, the order was countermanded, as you have seen from the documents which I have transmitted you. You must 


also have perceived, from those documents, that I was not insensible of the importance of condensing our force, and 


that I had made a proposition respecting quarters preparatory to such event.” 


Abstract from the Report of the Adjutant General of General Wilkinson’s army, showing the whole number of non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and artificers, of the several regiments and corps, on December 1, 1813. 














Light Artillery, - - - ° ° : ° ° : 472 
od Regiment Artillery, - - : - - - : . 117 
3d Ditto, - - - - : - ° 675 
5th Regiment Infantry, - - - - - - . i, 495 
6th Ditto, : - . . : . : 549 

11th Ditto, - - : - - : “ 454 

12th Ditto, - - - - - : - « 500 

13th Ditto, - - - - - - ° ‘ 591 

14th Ditto, - - - - - : - m 295 

15th Ditto, - - - : - ‘ 648 

20th Ditto, - - - - - : ° . 336 

2ist Ditto, - - - - - - ° a 841 

22d Ditto, - - - - - - . 455 

25th Ditto, . - - - - ° . a 578 

Riflemen, - - - - - - - ° 2 263 

; 8,143 











ApsuTanT anp Inspector Generat’s Orrice, January 27, 1814. : 
A. Y. NICOLL, Mspector General. 


Norr.—The two regiments of light dragoons, which had made part of General Wilkinson’s force in descending the St. Law- 
rence, are not included in this return; these corps having been detached to Utica. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Manone, December 8, 1813. 


‘“‘ The unavoidable delay of the express (as no reliance can be placed in the mail from this place) enables me to 
send you the copy of a letter from General Izard, dated the 6th instant, which exhibits additional expositions of the 
pernicious and unwarrantable conduct of Major General Hampton. I will not charge this man with traitorous de- 
signs, but I apprehend, in any other government, a military officer who first defeated the object of a campaign b 
disobedience of orders, and then, without authority, furloughed all the efficient officers of the division he pam ote 


ed on a national frontier, in the vicinity of an enemy, would incur heavy penalties.” 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Izard to Major General Wilkinson, dated 
Priattspurc, December 6, 1813. 


“ There is an unavoidable delay in the returns of the regiments of this division, proceeding from the extreme 
inexperience of the officers of all grades, now with them; almost every efficient officer is either sick, or was fur- 
loughed by Major General Hampton, at the moment of his own departure; those that remain, are barely enough to 
periorm the routine of duty in this cantonment.” 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Matone, December 24, 1813. 


‘*T believe I have not hitherto transmitted you a copy of a communication which took place between Commo- 
dore Chauncey and myself, the day before I sailed from French Creek, and I do it now, to show you what were my 
anticipations of the movements of the enemy left behind me, and how delusive were all the promises made to me 


that my rear should be protected.” 


Frencu Creek, November 4, 1813. 


Dear Sir: 

I was was so ill yesterday I couid not call to see you, and I now send up to say that I shall sail this evening; 
and if I am not obstructed by the enemy’s armed vessels, which may have 4 om down the other channel, I shall 
pass Prescott to-morrow night, or land the next morning to take the place, if I cannot pass it without too great ha- 
zard. As this operation may require three or four days, it is not improbable the enemy’s squadron may make some 
attempts to destroy my boats; and therefore I must entreat you te watch his every motion, and to give my flotilla 
every protection in your power. : 

e are a match for the gun boats of the enemy, but inferior to armed schooners; and, therefore, could you con- 
sistently spare us the Pert, or some armed vessel, to run down to the vicinity of Ogdensburgh, and immediately re- 
turn, it would add security to our movements. ; ; 

Major Johnson will have the honor to deliver you this; and’! will thank you for any information you can give me 
respecting the movements of the enemy. 

{ wish very much to say farewell to you, but I am sensible of the delicacy of your situation; and my disease 
having changed into a violent inflammation of the breast, [ dare not get wet. If, then, it is destined that we are not 
to meet again, I will leave with you my prayers for long life and laurels in this world, and everlasting happiness in 
that which is to come. ; 

Farewell, my friend, and may your country understand your skill and valor as well as does 

JA. WILKINSON, 


Commodore Cuauncey. 
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Unirep Srares’ Sure Genera Pixe, 


At anchor off East end of Long Island, River St. Lawrence, November 4, 1813. 
Dear St: 
Your favor of this day’s date has this moment been handed to me by Major Johnson. 

From the best information that I can get, the enemy’s fleet is at or in the vicinity of Kingston; and | think that 
you have nothing to apprehend from them, as I am in a situation to watch both channels. 

I should deem it unsafe to separate any part of my squadron as long as the enemy remains above me: in fact, I 
am in hourly expectation of being attacked by Sir James, down the south channel; in that case, I shall require all 
my force, as he has added a number of gunboats to his fleet. If, however, Sir James should detach any part of his 
fleet down the north channel, I will cond a sufficient force down to oppose him. 

I will remain in my present station until you pass Prescott, but am anxious for that event to take place at as early 
a day as possible, as the fleet cannot move out of this river except with a fair wind. It is to be apprehended 
that, after a few days, a spell of westwardly winds will set in, which may detain us until the ice makes, which 
would endanger the safety of the fleet, and probably lead to its final destruction. If it is possible for you to com- 
municate to me, in any way, when you pass Prescott, 1 should esteem it as a particular favor. 

May your present enterprise be crowned with all the success that you yourself can wish; and that your eminent 
services may be duly appreciated by your country is the prayer of, 

Dear sir, your friend and humble servant, 
ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Major General James WILKINSON, 

Commander-in-chief of the American forces in and upon the St. Lawrence, &c. 


CORRESPONDENCE. BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND COLONEL PORTER AND GENERAL 
M’CLURE, &e. 


: War Department, February 23, 1813. 
Sire: 

As the enemy’s force and defences on the Canada side of the Niagara river are understood to be weak; as 
your force is respectable, and supposed to be competent to a successful attack of these; and as the season has now 
furnished you with a bridge, as well for retreat as for advance, it is thought advisable that you do not permit circum- 
stances so favorable to escape, without making a stroke on such points of the enemy’s line as may be most within your 
reach. If, after feeling the enemy at Fort Erie, you should find yourself able to extend your attack to Fort George, 
it will be desirable; but of this you can judge best after your first experiment. To an old soldier, like yourself, it is 
unnecessary to go more into detail. You know what you ought to do, and you will do it. Communicate this letter 
to Lieutenant Colonel Boerstler, and accept the assurances of my respect and good wishes. 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Colonel Porrer, Light Artillery, ; ; 
Commanding the troops of the United States on the Niagara river. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 
Arpany, March 25, 1813. 


“Colonel Porter informs me that he had commenced the necessary preparations for an attack on Fort Erie, but 

the desertion of a sergeant prevented his carrying his intended attack into operation. ‘Two officers, with six men, 

ursued the sergeant so far as to be surrounded on the ice, and were made prisoners. Fort Erie was immediateiy rein- 
orced, and he had given over any immediate movement.” 


Letter from Colonel Scott (third Artillery Regiment) to Major General Wilkinson. 
Fort Greorcr, Monday, 7 o’clock, pv. m. October 11, 1813. 


Sir: 
Within the last five minutes I have had the honor to receive your despatch by the Lady of the Lake. 

The enemy has treated me with neglect. He continued in his old positions until Saturday last, (the 9th) when 
he took up his retreat on Burlington heights, and has abandoned this whole peninsula. ‘Two causes are assigned for 
this precipitate movement; the succor of Proctor, who is reported to have been entirely defeated, if not taken; the 
other, the safety of Kingston, endangered by your movement. 

We have had from the enemy many deserters, most of whom concur in the Jatter supposition. 

The British burnt every thing in store in this neighborhood; three thousand blankets, many hundred stand of 
arms; also the blankets in the men’s packs, and every article of clothing not in actual use. 

They are supposed to have reached Burlington heights last evening, trom the rate of their march the night before. 
I have informatioa of their having passed ** the 40,” by several inhabitants who have come down. They add to what 
was stated by the deserters, that two officers of the forty -first had joined Generai Vincent from Proctor’s army, with 
the‘information that Proctor was defeated eighteen miles this side of Malden. I cannot get particulars. 

From the same sources of intelligence, it appears that the 49th, a part of the 100th, and the voltigeurs, moved 
—_ this neighborhood the day after our flotilla lett this, the 3d instant, but with what destination is not certainly 

nown. 

It was first reported (IL mean in the British camp) that these regiments had marched to support Proctor, who, it is 
said, wrote that he would be compelled to surrender if not supported. 

I am pretty sure, however, that they are gone below. ‘The movement of our army below seems to have been 
known in the British lines as early as the 3d instant, together with the immediate objects in view; hence I have no 
difficulty in concluding that all the movements of the enemy will concentrate at Kingston. 

Chapin, who has been commissioned lieutenant colonel, marched late last evening up the lake, with about one 
hundred volunteers under his command, and was followed this morning by Generals McClure and Porter, with 
about one thousand men, Indians and militia included. ‘There is no danger of their coming up with the enemy, or 
they would be in great danger of a total annihilation. 

incent took hence with him about a thousand or eleven hundred regulars. Many of the militia left this with 
the avowed design of plunder; but I fear, from reports, that the British have left the miserable inhabitants without 
any thing to be ravished. {expect General McClure back to-morrow evening, as he only took with him supplies 
for two days. He will probably go as far as ** the 20.” 

On the 8th, Chapin went out with a small party and attacked one of the enemy’s pickets, which brought ona 
skirmish, in which many of Colonel Swift’s regiment participated. After a great waste of ammunition, the parties 
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retired to their respective camps with little loss on either side. We made and lost a prisoner, had two Indians 
killed, and two other men wounded. We hear the enemy had five men wounded. ‘ 

I had this mornmg made an arrangement, on application of General McClure, to be relieved in the command of 
this post on the morning of the 13th instant, with an intention of taking up my line of march for Sackett’s Harbor, 
according to the discretion allowed me in the instructions I had the honor to receive from you at this place. My 
situation has become truly insupportable, without the possibility of an attack at this post, and without the possibility 
of reaching you time enough to share in the glory of impending operations below. I am, nevertheless, flattered 
with the assurance that transport will be forwarded for my removal; and, to favor that intention, I propose taking 
up my line of march on the morning of the 13th, for the mouth of Genesee river, and there await the arrival of 
the vessels you are good enough to promise me. By this movement, Captain Mix thinks with me that I shall hasten 
my arrival at Sackett’s Harbor five, possibly ten days. Captain Camp has a sufficient number of wagons to take 
me thither. I can easily make that place by the evening of the 15th. I hope I shall have your approbation, and 
every thing is arranged with Brigadier McClure. “gy ; 

Knowing your wishes respecting the invalids or subjects for discharge, and fearing that water transport might 
not be had till the season was too far advanced for their removal, I have ventured to send Lieutenant Archer (pay- 
master of the 20th, who was left here without orders) on command to Greenbush, with one hundred men of this 
description. It was a measure approved of by Doctor Mann, and I hope not contrary to your wishes and _inten- 
tions. Doctor Hugo, Surgeon’s Mate of the 14th, (also left here without orders) accompanied the detachment. 
The Quartermaster’s department furnished eight wagons, on my requisition. 

The sick list ef the garrison is much reduced since your departure, (I have the honor to enclose my report of this 
morning) and Doctor Mann has discharged many patients froin his hospital; I also enclose you his last report. ‘Those 
marked ** subjects for discharge,”’ are part of the number sent off to Greenbush. 

Doctor Mann and Capain Camp have concluded to remove the general hospital to “ the Eleven Mile Creek,” 
near Buffalo, the barracks at which place will be sufficient for the reception of the whole of the sick, with some 
trifling repairs. 

From the morning report, enclosed, you will find seven hundred and ninety-four the ‘* total,” &c. present of the 
regulars of this garrison, including officers, &c. ‘Transport will be necessary for about eight hundred and fifty per- 
sons. I wish also to take with me four iron 6’s, one 53 inch howitzer, and two caissons, the whole .on field car- 
riages. This train will form no impediment in my march to the mouth of Genesee river, as | have horses belonging 
. a ranent sufficient to draw it. If it meet your approbation, [ can send the horses thence to Sackett’s 

arbor by land. 

I hoon, by working almost night and day, greatly improved the defences of this post, and nearly filled up the 
idea of the engineer. I flatter myself that I have also improved the garrison in discipline. 

{ must apologise for the haste in which this is written, but Captain Mix proposes to sail immediately, and I fear 
to detain him a moment. I think I shall certainly be at the mouth of the Genesee by the 15th instant. 


I have the honor to be, sir, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 


W. SCOTT, Colonel commanding. 
Maj. Gen. Wirxinsox, Commanding, §c. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Winfield Scott.to the Secretary of War, dated 
Grorcetown, (Cox.) Deceniber 31, 1813. 


“ At your desire, I have the honor to make the following report: 

“| lett Fort George on the 13th of October last, by order of Major General Wilkinson, with the whole of the 
regular troops of that garrison, and was relieved by Brigadier General McClure, with a ‘body of the New York 
detached militia. ; ; 

** Fort George, as a field work, might be considered as complete at that period. It was garnished with ten 
pieces of artillery, (which number might easily have been increased from the spare ordnance of the opposite fort) 
with an ample supply of fixed ammunition, &c. as the enclosed receipt for these articles will exhibit. 

** Fort Niagara, on the 14th October, was under the immediate command of Captain Leonard, first artillery, 
who, besides his own company, had Captain Read’s, of the same regiment, together with such of Brigadier General 
McClure’s brigade as had refused to cross the river. Lieutenant Colonels Flemming, Bloom, and Dobbins, of the 
militia, had successively been in the command of this fort, by order of the brigadier general, but I think neither of 
them was present at the above period. Major General Wilkinson, in his order to me for the removal of the regular 
troops on that frontier, excepted the two companies of the first artillery then at Fort Niagara. And, under the 
supposition that [ should meet water transport for my detachment at the mouth of the Genesee river, I had his 
orders to take with me the whole of the convalescents left in the different hospitals by the regiments which had 
accompanied him. ‘This order I complied with.” 


Nore.—By the arrangements of the War Department, Brigadier General Porter, of the United States’ army, was designated 
for command on the Niagara frontier, and particularly for that of Fort George. In the latter trust, General Wilkinson substi- 
tuted for him Colonel Scott, of the third regiment of artillery, with provisional orders to join the army at Sackett’s Harbor. 


War Orrice, February 8, 1813. 
Ordered, That Captain Leonard, (first regiment of artillery) be arrested, and that his place be supplied by Cap- 


tain Armistead, of the same regiment. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Adj. Gen. Cusurne. 


Extract of a letier from Adjutant General Thomas H. Cushing to Captain George K. Armistead, dated at this 
office, February 8, 1813. 


“ You will please to proceed to Niagara, in the State of New York, and relieve Captain Nathaniel Leonard in 
the command of the company of artillerists now at that post; which company is to be returned and mustered in 
your name, from and after the day on which “4g receive the command of it; and Captain Leonard will be instructed 
to deliver the said company to you, with books, papers, clothing, and every thing appertaining to it. 

** You will call on Major General Dearborn at Albany, and receive his orders.”” 


ApsuTANT AND Inspector Generat’s Orrice, Washington, Jan. 22, 1814. 


The above is a true copy from the original as recorded in this office. 
J. B. WALBACH, Adjutant General. 
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Extract of a letter from Adjutant General Thomas H. Cushing to Major General Henry Dearborn, dated at this 
office, February 8, 1813. ) 


** The conduct of Captain Leonard at Niagara has been represented in a very unfavorable light to the Secretary 
of War, who has instructed me to send Captain George Armistead to relieve him in the command of the company 
at that post; and I have instructed Captain Armistead to proceed on his journey immediately, and to wait on you 
for any instructions you may think proper to give. Captain Leonard must not exercise command until his conduct 


has been inquired into.” 
ApjuTANT AND Inspector Genera’s Orrice, Washington, Jan. 22, 1814. 


The above is a true copy from the original as recorded in this office. : 
J. B. WALBACH, Adjutant General. 


Extract of a letter to the Secretary of War from. Major George Armistead. 
Fort M’Henry, January 19, 1814. 


** Captain Leonard was not arrested or brought to trial during my stay on the frontier: nor was he ever instruct- 
ed, to my knowledge, to give me the command of his company.” 


War Department, October 4, 1813. 
SIR: 
___ Understanding that the defence of the post commiited to your charge may render it proper to destroy the town 
of Newark, you are hereby directed to apprise its inhabitants of this circumstance, and to invite them to remove 


themselves and their effects to some place of greater safety. 
I am, &c. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brig. Gen. McCure, or officer commanding at Fort George, U. Canada. 


General Harrison’s orders to General McClure. 


Heap Quarters, Newark, November 15, 1813. 


Dear Sir: 
Being ordered to return to the westward, you will be pleased to resume the command which you received 


previous to my arrival at this place. ; 
The orders which you heretofore have received will govern you. It will be necessary that you keep a vigilant 
eye over the disaffected part of the inhabitants; and I recommend that you make use of the zeal, activity, and local 
knowledge, which Colonel Willcocks certainly possesses, to counteract the machinations of our enemy, and ensure 
the confidence of our friends amongst the inhabitants. It will, however, I am persuaded, be your wish, as it is your 
duty. to guard the latter as much as possible from =u, ; 
he volunteers which were lately called out, will be retained as long as = consider their services necessary; 
the draughted militia, until further orders are received from the Secretary of War. ; 
There can be little doubt of its being the intention of the enemy to send the greater part of the troops which they 
have at Burlington and York to Kingston, and to make York the right of their line. They may, however, have a 
small command at Burlington, and those may be so securely posted as to render them safe from any desultory expe- 
dition you may set on foot; but it is desirable to have any supplies which they may have collected in the neighborhood 
destroyed; and should the success below be not such as to promise possession of the whole of the upper province, 


may be destroyed. ; ; 
Captains Leonard and Reed, or either of them, are appointed to muster your troops when and where you think 


proper... , _ til . , 
In closing this communication, I should not do justice to my feelings, if I were not to acknowledge the zcal and 
talents with which you have managed your command. Your conduct appears to me to have been extremely judi- 
cious and proper throughout, and your troops exhibit a state of improvement and subordination which is at once 


honorable to your officers and themselves. _ 
I am, very sincerely, your friend and obedient servant. . 
WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 


Brig. Gen. George McCuvre. 
Fort Georce, November 17, 1813. 


Dear Sir: 

Major General Harrison embarked with his troops yesterday, on board the fleet destined for Sackett’s Har- 
bor, leaving the command once more in my hands. Owing to continued opposing winds, the fleet has not yet 
gotten out of sight. ree ; ; 

A correspondence which took place between the General and myself, copies of which are herewith sent, will 
at once explain to you my views and feelings relative to the operations proposed to have been effected on this fron- 
tier. Iam confident that the expressions of regret made by General Harrison are equally sincere with mine, though 
we both acquiesce in the necessity which dictated his abandonment of the projected expedition against Burlington. 

About 400 volunteers have repaired to this post under my late call, made in conformity with General Harrison’s 
wishes and request. A few are still coming in. I shall take care that they shall not be unemployed. I am this 
moment sending out a detachment of 200 mounted volunteers, with directions to penetrate the enemy’s lines as far 
as practicable with safety. In the mean time, I am making preparations for moving in force against them, unless 
the intelligence expected from this excursion should be such as to make it improper. f 

Accounts of the enemy’s force still vary much. A deserter came in to-day, who represents their force to be 
1,500 regulars, and 800 Indians, at Burlington and Stony creek. ‘The former I think is magnified. ; 

It is impossible to form a correct opinion of their intended movements. At one time they appear to be sending 
down their stores and detachments of troops to York. At this time, it is said they are reinforcing, fortifying, and 
building barracks. 

The term of service of my troops will expire on the 9th December. It can hardly be expected that many will 
willingly continue in service a longer time. Your Excellency will at once see the necessity of prompt arrangements 
being made to supply their place, if it be contemplated to retain this garrison. _ 

I enclose herein my late address, made under the sanction of General Harrison. 

I have the honor to be, your Excellency’s obedient humble servant, 
GEO. M’CLURE, Brigadier General. 


His Excellency Joun Armstrrone, Secretary of War. 
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Forr Georce, November 15, 1813. 
Dear Sir: 

The subject of our conversation this morning has occupied my most serious reflections. ‘The deadly blow 
heretofore given to the patriotism of our citizens on this frontier has prepared them for murmurs and complaints; 
those who are not on their march have left their homes and their business under great sacrifices, with the mora 
certainty of being brought into action. 

The last address which I issued under your directions, and which, I am happy to find, has met your approba- 
tion, gives them reason for indulging the expectation of service, and they are anxious to drive the enemy from their 
borders forever. ‘The high character of General Harrison, combined with these circumstances, has excited strong 
interest in the public mind relative to our operations. 

In this peculiar situation of affairs, I feel it to be due to the gallant volunteers and militia, who are assembled 
and collecting, and to my own reputation, most respectfully to solicit, that, if it is not incompatible with your in- 
structions and your better judgment, you will not abandon our projected expedition against Burlington heights; 
such is the anxious wish of the militia, and I have no doubt the soldiers under your command are equally, if not 
more, desirous of the employment. : 

My anxiety on the subject I trust will excuse the appearance of any disrespect, in making this communica- 
tion, which is certainly far from my feelings. My confidence in the valor, ability, and prudence, of General Har- 
rison, will dispose me most cheerfully to submit to any arrangements he may be bound to make, however great 
may be my disappointment in their result. 

I have the honor to be, with the utmost respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. M’CLURE. 
Major General Harrison. 


Heap Quarrers, Newark, November 15, 1813. 
Dear Sir: 

Your letter to me of this morning has been received. I feel most severely the weight of the reasons which you 
urge for the prosecution of the intended expedition to Burlington. ‘The disappointment, however, to the brave and 
patriotic men, who have turned out under the expectation of serving their country effectually in the field, at this 
inclement season, is the most painful circumstance attending it, as J am well convinced, from the information re- 
ceived this morning and last evening, that the enemy are removing as fast as possible from the head of the lake to 
Kingston, which has been left with a very small part of the force that was lately there, and it is more than proba- 
ble that, should we advance in force, the enemy having now none but effective men at Burlington, would destroy 
the stores which they have remaining there, and retreat too rapidly to be overtaken. There are considerations, how- 
ever, which would make it ry desirable to make an expedition of force in that quarter, but the orders I have 
received from the Secretary of War leave me no alternative. 

Commodore Chauncey is extremely pressing that the troops should immediately embark, declaring that the navi- 
gation, at this season, to small vessels, is very dangerous. ‘The force at Sackett’s Harbor is The troops at 
York are all hastening down to Kingston. 

Sackett’s Harbor may be endangered by even a delay of afew days; and should the troops that are here not get 
down before the lake is frozen, our fleet may be destroyed for the want of their aid. I cannot, therefore, take upon 
myself the responsibility of delaying their going down, even a day. Will you be so good, at a proper time, as to 
explain the above circumstances to the patriots who left their homes with the intention of assisting me to drive the 
enemy far from our borders, and assure them that I shall ever recollect, with the warmest gratitude, the partiality 
they have been pleased to express for me, and their preference of serving under my command. 

I will direct payment to be made to the volunteers for rations and forage in coming out. 

Accept my best wishes for your health and happiness, and believe me, sincerely, your friend, 


WM. HENRY HARRISON. 





General M’C.Lure. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General M’Clure. to the Secretary of War, dated 
Fort Greorce, Nov. 21, 1813. 


** My mounted men have returned from the head of the lake, having progressed within sight of the enemy’s 
pickets at Stony creek. Colonel Wilcocks, who commanded, reports that, from the best information he could 
collect, the enemy’s force consists of from twelve to fifteen hundred regulars, and nine hundred Indian warriors. 
‘They have discharged their teams, and, apparently, intend wintering there and at Burlington. 

** It would be very desirable to dislodge them from their position, but I fear my force is insufficient for that ob- 
ject. At this inclement season it might be attended with serious consequences to attempt any thing more than 
desultory excursions. The volunteers who have lately come in must, however, be actively employed, or they will 
return to their homes. ‘The draughted militia on this side the Niagara are, perhaps, equal to any troops in the United 
States. I regret that their term of service will expire so soon. Permit me to suggest the propriety of offering a 
small bounty to such of them as will volunteer to serve a longer time after their present term of service expires; say 
for one or two months, or until other troops can be sent on to supply their places. 

“* Should I move with my troops towards the head of the lake, the greatest advantage I can promise myself 
will be to destroy some contiguous mills, and to bring off a quantity of flour, which is becoming scarce with us.” 


ABany, 25th November, 1813. 
SIR: 

Your letter of the 17th instant has been received, and I hasten to inform you that a requisition for one thou- 
sand militia, to take the places of those now with you, has been made, and will be complied with as promptly as 
possible by the Governor. 

You say nothing of the volunteer corps which General Porter engaged to raise, and which was long since autho- 
rized by me. If, in this effort, he has failed, what are you to expect from militia draughts, with their constitutional 
scruples ? On the other hand, should he have succeeded, and should General Harrison’s opinion of the intentions 
and movements of the enemy de well founded, your force will be competent to somewhat more than defence. 

The General was not under orders to quit the Niagara frontier at any particular time. His movement, in this 
respect, was matter of arrangement with Commodore Chauncey, and this was necessarily subject to considerations 
arising from weather and season. ; 

In the application of your present force, and in the means you take to enlarge and continue it throughout the 
winter, you will be guided by the orders received from the commanding General, at the time he left you, and by 
such others as he may give to you hereafter. ; 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Brigadier General M’C ure. 


62 m 
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Extract of a letter from Mr. Parker, Chief Clerk of the War Department, to General M’Clure, dated 
War Orrice, November 27, 1813. 


“In the absence of the Secretary of War, I have had the honor to lay before the President your letters of the 
19th and 21st instant, with their enclosures. The measures which you have adopted to increase your command on 
the Niagara frontier are approved by the President. — ; 

** Should the men, whose term of service expires in December, withdraw from the frontier, there can be no im- 
propriety in continuing the officers a the court martial, until they discharge that duty. 

** Although there is no law authorizing the President to give a bounty to such militia as will remain in service 
after their time expires, still, as it would render your force more efficient than anew draught, (even if the men could 
be obtained) I have no hesitation in recommending that you adopt such further measures as will ensure the protec- 
tion of Fort George and the Niagara frontier, until other means of defence can be provided. 

** For this purpose the Paymasters, serving with your troops, may be required to make such payments or advan- 
ces as you shall think proper to order.” 





Extract of a letter from Brigadier General M’Clure, (New York militia) to the Secretary of War, dated 
Nracara, December 10, 1813. 


** This day found Fort George left to be defended by only sixty effective regular troops, under Captains Rodgers 
and Hampton, of the 24th regiment of United States’ infantry, and probably forty volunteers. Within the last three 
days the term of service of the militia has been expiring, and they have re-crossed the river almost toa man. Fore- 
seeing the defenceless situation in which the fort was Teft, I had authorized some of my most active subalterns to 
raise volunteer companies for two months, and offered a bounty, in addition to the month’s pay. It is with regret I 
have to say that this expedient failed of producing the desired effect. A very inconsiderabie number indeed were 
willing to engage fora further term of service, on any conditions. 

“From the most indubitable information, I learn that the enemy are advancing in force. This day a scouting 
party of Colonel Wilcocks’ volunteers came in contact with their advance at Twelve Mile creek, lost four prisoners 
and one killed; one of the former they gave up to the savages. This movement determined me in calling a coun- 
cil of the principal regular and militia officers left at Fort George this morning. They all accorded in opinion that 
the fort was not tenable with the remnant of force left in it. I, in consequence, gave orders for evacuating the fort 
since dusk, and, with but three boats, have brought over all the light artillery, and most of the arms, equipage, am- 
munition, &c. and shall doubtless have time to dispose of the heavy cannon before the enemy makes his appearance. 
The village of Newark is now in flames; the few remaining inhabitants in it, having been notified of our intention, 
were enabled to remove their property. ‘The houses were, generally, vacant long before. This step has not been 
taken without counsel, and is in centornity with the views of your Exceilency, disclosed to mein ey th commu- 
nication. 

** The enemy are now completely shut out from any hopes or means of wintering in the vicinity of Fort George. 
It is truly mortifying to me that a part of the militia at least could not have been prevailed on to continue in service 
for a longer term; but the circumstance of their having to live in tents at this inclement season, added to that of the 
Paymaster’s coming on only prepared to furnish them with one, out of ¢hree months’ pay, has had all the bad effects 
that can be imagined. ‘The best and most subordinate militia that have yet been on this frontier, finding that their 
woaes were not ready for them, became, with some meritorious exceptions, a disaffected and ungovernable mul- 
titude. 

* December 11.—I have this moment received a communication from the Governor of this State, covering a re- 
quisition on Major General Hall for one thousand men. It is probable that not more than six or seven hundred 
will rendezvous on this frontier, which will, in my humble epinion, be not more than competent to its proper pro- 
tection, as some will have to be stationed at Black Rock, Schlosser, and Lewistown. 

**T have written to General P. B. Porter, desiring him to employ the Indians for the protection of Buffalo, unti! 
the detachment arrives. Our shipping is in danger. No exertion will be wanting, within the pale of our limited 
means, to afford the protection contemplated.” 


Letter from the Secretary of War to Major Lee, of the\ i regiment of Infantry, Deputy Paymaster of the Army 
at Utica. 

. SuHetpen’s, November 4, 1813. 

SIR: 

_.., You will immediately take measures to pay off the brigade of M’Arthur (1,300 men) at Fort George, and the 

militia, volunteers, and Indians, under General M’Clure. Send an assistant, without loss of time, on this business. 


Iam, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Extract of aletter from Brigadier General George M’Clure to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap Quarters, Niacara, December 13, 1813. 


** Since I last had the honor of writing you the enemy has appeared in considerable force on the opposite shore; 
but having deprived them of a shelter, they are marching up to b pag Rete and appear to be fortifying on the 
heights. Several hundred Indians have appeared. I have prevailed on Lieutenant Colonel Greaves, and about one 
hundred of his regiment of artillerists, to remain in the service one month longer, until the detachment of militia 
which I have ordered arrives here. I have directed the Colonel, with two pieces of artillery, to Lewistown, to open 
a hot shot on Queenstown, and deprive them of quarters there also. You will observe from my despatch of yes- 
terday that every building in Newark is reduced to ashes. ‘The enemy is much exasperated, and will make a 
descent on this frontier, if possible; but I shall watch them close with my handful of men, until a reinforcement ot 
militia and volunteers arrive, when I shall endeavor to repossess myself of Fort George, and drive them back to 
Burlington. I am not a little apprehensive that the enemy will take advantage of the exposed situation of Buffalo, 
and our shipping there. My bes effective force on this extensive frontier, including the garrison at Fort Niagara, 
does not exceed two hundred and fifty men. I have sent an express to Mr. Granger, the Indian Agent, to call out 
the Indians; an exhibition of two or three hundred of them will strike more terror in the British than one thousand 
militia. Permit me to observe to you, sir, that it is all important that payment should be made punctually to the 
Indians every month, or at the expiration of the term they may volunteer for. They are a people that cannot be 
made to understand the difficulty of having funds here at all times for that purpose. I would beg leave to mention 
that Mr. Granger has interested himself warmly in support of the Government, by his endeavors to have the Indians 
join us on every occasion, and accompanied me bimealll on my late expedition to the twent . 

“This day t chart to Buffalo, which place I shall make my head quarters. I will reinforce this garrison as soon 





as possible. In the mean time, nothing shall be wanted on my part to promote the views of the Government, and 
protect the defenceless inhabitants of this frontier.” 
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Heap Quarters, BurraLo, December 22, 1813. 
SiR: 
I regret to be under the necessity of announcing to you the mortifying intelligence of the loss of Fort Niagara. 
On the morning of the 19th instant, about four o’clock, the enemy crossed the river at the Five Mile Meadows, 
in great force, consisting of regulars and Indians, who made their way undiscovered to the garrison, which, from the 
most correct information [ can collect, was completely surprised. Our men were nearly all asleep in their tents; 
the enemy rushed in and commenced a most horrid slaughter. Such as escaped the fury of the first onset, retired 
to the old mess-house, where they kept up a destructive fire on the enemy, until a want of ammunition compelled 
them to surrender. 

Although our force was very inferior, and comparatively small indeed, 1 am induced to think that the disaster 
is not attributable to any want of troops, but to gross neglect in the commanding officer of the fort, (Captain 
Leonard) in not preparing, being ready, and looking out for the expected attack. 

I have not been able to ascertain correctly the number of killed and wounded. About twenty regulars have 
escaped out of the fort; some badly wounded. Lieutenant Peck, 24th regiment, is killed, and it is said three others. 

ou will perceive, sir, by the enclosed general orders, that I apprehended an attack, and made the necessary 
arrangements to meet it, but have reason to believe, from information received by those who have made their escape, 
that the commandant did not in any respect comply with those orders. ; 

On the same morning, a detachment of militia, under Major Bennet, stationed at Lewistown heights, was attacked 
by a party of savages; but the Major and his little corps, by making a desperate charge, effected their retreat after 
being surrounded by several hundred, with the loss of six or eight, who doubtless were killed, among whom were 
two sons of Captain Jones, Indian interpreter. The villages of Youngstown, Lewistown, Manchester, and the 
{ndian Tuscarora village, were reduced to ashes, and the inoffensive inhabitants who could not escape, were, with- 
out regard to age or sex, inhumanly butchered by savages, headed by British officers painted. A British officer, who 
is taken prisoner, avows that many small children were murdered by the Indians. Major Mallory, who was sta- 
tioned at Schlosser, with about forty Canadian volunteers, advanced to Lewistown heights, and compelled the 
advanced guard of the enemy to fall back to the foot of the mountain. The Major is a meritorious officer. He 
fought the enemy two days, and contended every inch of ground to the Tantawanty creek. In these actions Lieu- 
tenant Lowe, 23d regiment United States’ army, and eight of the Canadian volunteers, were killed. I had myself, 
three days previous to the attack on Niagara, left it with a view of providing for the defence of this place, Black 
Rock, and the other villages on this frontier. I came here without troops, and have called out the militia of Gene- 
see, Niagara, and Chateaugay counties, en masse. 

This place was then thought to be in most imminent danger, as well as the shipping, but J have no doubt is now 
perfectly secure. Volunteers are cans in in great numbers. They are, however, a species of troops that cannot 
be expected to continue in service for a long time. Ina few days, one thousand detached militia, lately draughted, 


will be on. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient humble servant, 
GEO. M’CLURE, 


' Brigadier General, commanding. 
The Hon. Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


Decemser 15, 1813. 
Abstract of the morning report of the garrison of Fort Niagara, commanded by Captain Leonard. 


Captain Leonard’s company, total present, - - - - 74 Absent, 19 
Captain Hampton’s = do. do. - - - - - 88 do. 17 
Lieutenant Peck’s _ do. do. - - - - - 118 do. 9 
Lieutenant Frederick’s do. do. - - : ° - 44 
Total present, - 324 Absent, 45 
Aggregate, - 369 
LOOMIS, 


Lieutenant, and Acting Adjutant. 


JOHN WILSON, 
Brigade Major. 


Extract of a letter from General George MClure to the Secretary of War, dated 
Batavia, 25th December, 1813. 


“It isa notorious fact that, on the night on which Fort Niagara was captured, Captain Leonard was much intoxi- 
cated, and left the fort about 11 o’clock, P.M. I am assured that he has since given himself up; that he and family 
are now on the Canadian side of the strait. It was not without some reluctance that I left him in immediate com- 
mand of the fort; but there was no alternative, as he outranked every other officer. His uniform attachment to 
British men and measures, added to the circumstance of his not effecting his escape when in his power, strengthens 
me in a suspicion that there was a secret understanding with regard to this disgraceful transaction. 

‘Permit me to suggest to you, sir, that, unless regular troops are sent to this frontier immediately, the enemy will 
penetrate into the interior of our country, and lay waste all before them, The militia will do to act with regulars, 
but not without them. In spite of all my exertions to ensure subordination, - late detachment ultimately proved 
to be very little better than an infuriated mob. It was not, however, the fault of the privates, but of such officers 
as wm seeking popularity, and who, on that account, were afraid of enforcing subordination and introducing strict 
discipline. 

T have collected from the different recruiting rendezvous, about one hundred and twenty soldiers, and put them 
under the command of Lieutenant Riddle, of the 15th United States’ infantry, an excellent and deserving officer. 

‘I cannot conclude this communication without reporting the conduct of Doctor Cyrenius Chapin, (late Lieu- 
tenant Colonel of volunteers.) ‘To him, in a great measure, ought all our disasters to be imputed. is publications 
in the Buffalo Gazette, that the enemy had abandoned Burlington, I fear had the desired effect. I have found him 
an unprincipled disorganizer. Since dismissing him and his marauding corps, he has been guilty of the most out- 
rageous acts of mutiny, if not of treason. When I came to Buffalo, accompanied {only by my suite, he headed a 
mob for the purpose of doing violence to my feelings and person; and, when marching to the Rock, at the time of an 
alarm, five or six guns were discharged at me by his men!” 


Extracts of a letter from General Lewis Cass to the Secretary of War, dated Williamsville, eleven miles east of 
Buffalo, January 12, 1814. 


‘*] passed this day the ruins of Buffalo. It exhibits a scene of distress and destruction such as I have never 
before witnessed. 
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** The events which have recently transpired in this quarter have been so astonishing and unexpected, that I 
have been induced to make some inquiry into their causes and progress; and doubting whether you have received 
any correct information upon the subject, I now trouble you with the detail. 

“ The fall of Niagara has been owing to the most criminal negligence. The force in it was fully competent to its 
defence. The commanding officer, Captain Leonard, it is confidently said, was at his own house, three miles from 
the fort, and all the officers appear to have rested in as much security as though no enemy was near them. Captain 
Rodgers and Captain Hampton, both of the 24th, had companies in the fort. Both of them were absent from it. 
Their conduct ought to be strictly investigated. I am also told that Major Wallace of the 5th was in the fort. He 
escaped, and is now at Erie. 

** The circumstances attending the destruction of Buffalo you will have learned before this reaches you. But 
the force of the enemy has been greatly magnified. From the most careful examination, Lam satisfied that not more 
than sia hundred and fifty men, of regulars, militia, and Indians, landed at Black Rock. ‘lo oppose these we had 
from /wo thousand five hundred to three thousand militia. All, except very few of them, behaved in the most 
cowardly manner. They fled without discharging a musket. The enemy continued on this side of the river till 
Saturday. All their movements betrayed symptoms of apprehension. A vast quantity of property was left in the 
town uninjured, and the Ariel, which lies four miles above upon the beach, is safe. Since the Ist instant they have 
made no movement. ‘They continue in the possession of Niagara, and will probably retain it, until a force compe- 
tent to its reduction arrives in its vicinity.” 


Robert Lee, late of Lewistown, in the county of Niagara, and State of New York, gentleman, of the age of forty- 
two years, being sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposeth and saith, that, some seven weeks immediately preceding 
the 19th of December last, he, this deponent, resided in Fort Niagara, for the purpose of attending to private busi- 
ness; that, about four o’clock in the morning of the 19th, the said fort was attacked or entered by the British. ‘The 
garrison was not alarmed when the enemy entered the gates of the fort. Some firing took place after they entered 
the works, particularly between the guard at the southeast block house, and the sick in the hospital at the red bar- 
racks, on the part of the Americans, with theenemy. ‘This deponent is positive that there were about four hundred 
men of all descriptions in the fort, immediately before taken, and that three hundred and fifty of that number were ca- 
pable and willing to bear arms in that way, viz.: firing on the enemy from the block houses, &c. ‘I'he principal resist- 
ance the enemy met with was from the sick in the red barracks, and the guard at the southeast block house before 
mentioned. The sick in the red barracks, as this deponent is informed, and from what he saw, he believes were 
nearly all slaughtered. ‘The British force that took possession of the fort were in number about four hundred, com- 
manded by Colonel Murray, who was wounded in the arm in entering the gate, and was succeeded in command by 
Colonel Hamilton. From the British order of congratulation, that issued on the same morning, it appeared that the 
Americans had lost sixty-five killed and fifteen wounded, which wounds were principally by the bayonet, as 
expressed in the order; but the above order issued very soon after they took possession of the fort, and did not 
include a number that were afterwards found bayoneted in the cellars of the houses. This deponent thinks that 
our loss in killed in the whole amounted at least to eighty. It was a matter of frequent conversation and exultation 
among the British non-commissioned officers and soldiers, while this deponent was under guard, that they bayo- 
neted the Americans, notwithstanding their crying out for quarter. A subaltern officer and about twenty pri- 
vates made their escape from the fort by scaling the pickets. Captain Leonard, the American commander, was, at 
the time the fort was taken, at his farm, about two miles distant, and, hearing the attack, made towards the fort, 
and, at no great distance from it, was made prisoner by the enemy, and was kept in close.confinement for two days 
and a half, and huw much longer this deponent does not know. The American soldiers were kept two days in 
close and miserable confinement, without the use of provisions, and with a very scanty supply of wood and waters 
at the expiration of which the citizens and soldiers were crossed over the river, and lodged in a part of what had 
been the British magazine at Fort George, the residue in open plank and board huts; in both situations it was 
impossible to iay down. The magazine was so filthy that many of the prisoners became infested with vermin, and 
in that situation remained seven days. The citizens were then removed to a brick building up near Queenstown, 
where they were so much crowded that no kind of comfort was to be taken either by day or night. The supply of 
provisions was not only scanty, but of the very worst kind; beef of the most inferior and repulsive quality, and 
bread, the quality of which cannot be described. ‘The water that they used, both there and at the magazine, they 
had to purchase. ‘This deponent believes that through the influence of an individual in Upper Canada, himseli, 
together with ten other American citizens, were permitted, on the 13th instant, to cross to the United States. The 
residue of the citizens, to the amount of about seventy, were marched, on the 12th, under a strong guard, to Bur. 
lington heights; and this deponent was informed that from thence they would be sent to Kingston. The women 
and children taken at and near Lewistown were stripped of their clothing, and taken across theriver. And further 


this deponent saith not. 
ROBERT LEE. 


Sworn to and subscribed this 18th day of January, 1814, before me, ee 
J. HARRISON, Master in Chancery. 
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FLAGS, STANDARDS, AND COLORS, TAKEN FROM THE ENEMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 4, 1814. 


War Department, January 13, 1814. 
SIR . ’ 
Of the standards and colors taken by the army of the United States, during the war of the Revolution, six 
remain in this office; others, it is understood, were deposited in Philadelphia, while Congress sat in that city. 
Whether they were, or were not, brought to this place with the public offices, cannot be ascertained. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Hon. W. Sevsert, Chairman, §c. 


Mr. SevBert, from the committee to whom was referred the resolution directing them “ to inquire into the present 
condition and disposition of the flags, standards, and colors. which have been taken by the forces of the United 
States from their enemies, and whether it would be expedient to make any provision in relation to them, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise,” reported: 

That the collection, preservation, and exhibition, of such flags, standards, and colors, as have been take nby 
the land and naval furces of the United States, from their enemies, is sanctioned by the practice of the European 
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nations, and more especiaily by the proceedings of the Congress of our Revolution. It is believed there cannot be 
a difference of opinion on this subject; it is natural to rejoice at the victories and the glory of our country. In 
Europe, the trophies which have been gained in war are preserved with uncommon care. As monuments of national 
power, they have ever been cherished by all civilized nations. In England they are highly prized. Not content 
that they should constitute the ornaments of their military institutions, such standards are deemed proper subjects 
for the decorations of the temples which they have consecrated to the purposes of religious worship. The sacred 
chapels, in common with the royal palaces, are the places in which are displayed, to every subject and traveller, 
the banners which the British forces have won from their enemies! It must be recollected, that the standard of our 
4th regiment of infantry, which the enemy received at the lamentable surrender of Detroit, was, in haste, conveyed 
to Europe. Immediately after its arrival in London the public prints informed us that it was triumphantly dis- 
played in the council chamber at Whitehall. Such is the British practice. ; 

In France, the galleries of Notre Dame ave blazoned with these splendid trophies; the chapel of the Hotel of the 
Invalids is richly embellished, and exhibits to the numerous visiters the many standards which that gigantic Power 
has, at different times, taken from its enemies.* It affords no common satisfaction to the disabled tar, or the super- 
annuated soldier, when he informs the inquisitive stranger that he gloriously fought in the battle which may have 
gained some of them; for the time, he forgets his former sufferings and his — disabled condition; his consola- 
tion rests upon the power and the glory of his country, so fully demonstrated by the sight of the numerous ensigns 
which have been taken from other nations. Other instances in favor of the practice could have been furnished, but 
your committee are persuaded, that the order of the illustrious Congress of our Revolution, alone, will justify the 
propositions which they intend to submit for legislative consideration. As early as the 23d of June, 1778, it was 
** Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to collect the standards and colors taken from the enemy by the 
army of the United States, since the commencement of the war.” Had this order been strictly observed, and some- 
what extended, the present proceedings would be ng ey Far from any regulations having been adopted in 
pursuance of the recited resolution, your committee lament the peculiar negligence which ensued. ‘The Secretary 
of War now tells us, that, of the standards and colors which were taken by the army of the United States, during 
the war of the Revolution, only siz remain in his office; he cannot give any information concerning others; even 
their place of deposite is unknown to the Department! ‘The Navy Department possesses no knowledge of any flags 
which were taken ** anterior to the declaration of the present war;” such as have been captured with the public arm- 
ed ships of the enemy, subsequent to the 18th of June, 1812, ** have been carefully preserved;” thirteen of them 
have been already received, as will more fully appear by the annexed statementst of these, ‘Aree belonged to the 
heavy frigates of the enemy, viz: the Guerriere, Macedonian, and Java. The am | Department is also in posses- 
sion of a royal standard of Great Britain, which was taken at York, and a union jack and flag, which were captured 
at Fort George; the flags of five small vessels, which were captured, have not been received. Your committee 
regret that the journals of Congress do not exhibit statements of all the standards and colors which were taken dur- 
ing our Revolution, by the army and navy of the United States; the early attention of the Legislature to this subject 
inclines them to believe they were very numerous. The capture of Earl Cornwallis, alone, furnished fwenty-four 
of them! In all probability as many were taken with General Burgoyne. oo. ee 

By some, the exhibitions which are contemplated may be considered as too trivial for legislative provision. Your 
committee would coincide with them in this opinion, did the practice only afford a momentary gratification to the 
curious. Experience must have taught European governments that national benefits were derived from the course 
which they have adopted, or it would long since have been discontinued. It is presumed that essential consequences 
proceed from the practice, more especially when a nation shall be engaged in war; such trophies excite the spirit of 
a nation—the result is national character. The arrival of an enemy’s flag is sufficient to rouse the population of Lon- 
don or Paris! On such occasions the finest national feelings are developed; and, to the honor of our feliow-citizens 
be it said, they have not been found to want this species of national sensibility, when the flags of the Guerriere, Ma- 
cedonian, and Java, &c. &c. were exhibited to them. It was indifferent whether they considered themselves of the 
war or of the peace party; each was ambitious to rank the victor with himself! The national taste and propensity is 
strongly marked by the eagerness with which a// view representations of our late unparalleled naval victories! If, 
then, the art and genius of the painter can thus excite our natures, may we not look for much more when we have 
the physical facts placed before us instead of fancy? ‘These flags, the trophies won by our gallant tars, demonstrate 
to us and the world, that the invincibility of the British naval power has been very much exaggerated. In battle 
will the recollection of them sustain our sailors and our soldiers, and impart additional skill and valor in support of 
the cause of our country! The value of standards does not depend upon the gaudy colors which they exhibit, no 
more than upon the nature of the stuff of which they may be fabricated. They have been at all times regarded as 
the insignia of fame and power; their surrender is the act of submission. The last wish of the proud bearer is the 
preservation of his eagle; too often is the loss of it sealed with the loss of life. In Europe, where military operations 
are on a large scale, though the result of a battle should prove destructive to thousands of those who were engaged, 
the capture of a single standard constitutes a prominent feature in the details of the action, and adds much to the 
brilliancy of the achievement. Colors taken from the enemy were considered a present, worthy the nation, to Gen. 
Washington, for his signal services in the capture of Earl Cornwallis! ‘The records of the proceedings of Congress, 
during the whole of our Revolution, mention but two instances where this highly honorable and distinguished mark 
of approbation was voted! In fine, we have declared the flag shall guaranty the safety of our citizens. Can a higher 
value be set upon it? Can we attach more honor to it? 

It may be asked, what will be the effects of a public display of the flags which have been taken from our enemies? 
This view is considered to be important. Noone can doubt that the Goverument and the people of England would 
rather we should have taken millions of their merchandise, than that we should have it in our power to exhibit the 
flag of a single sloop of war, which was gained by equal force. If the enemy will expose to the view of the British 
nation, and every traveller who may visit them, the one or two which they have captured from us, shall we conceal 
the many we have taken from them, and thus leu others to doubt our possessing any? Shall we permit the numer- 
ous trophies of our Revolution to moulder into dust by a voluntary concealment, without an effort for their pre- 
servationr If this shall have happened to the proud monuments of our independence, shall the fate of those which 
are now perfect, and which have been so lately won on our own coast, on that of South America, off the Azores, on 
the Lakes, in short, in all latitudes where our tars have come in contact with the enemy, be the same? Is not the 
preservation of these flags a duty which we owe to the people of the United States? Are the achievements of that 
gallant little navy, which, afew months ago, was the object of derision with the statesmen and the people of England, 
but now the cause of their fears, to be buried in oblivion? Shall we put at rest the inquiry which the glorious deeds 
of our sailors have excited in the Parliament of Great Britain? Sha!l we, at our expense, approve the labored cal- 
culations of the enemy? with her, confound reason and common sense, and attribute simple truths to fallacious causes? 
or, shall we give in toa practice so generally cherished by other nations? Our successes on the ocean constitute the 
pride of our country? they have secured to us the respect of foreign nations. In Europe we again hold that rank 
which our ancestors had obtained by their many hard fought conflicts, which we had nearly forfeited. Have we not 
accomplished more than did Spain with her ** invincible armadas;” than did Holland with her De Witts, Van 
‘Tromps, and De Ruyters; than France could achieve, wher. she was in the zenith of her naval power; than did Great 
Britain with her Nelsons, Rodneys, Howes, and St. Vincents? ‘The naval annals of England furnish no instance 
in which every vessel belonging to a hostile fleet was captured. ; 

Some may doubt our possessing a number of standards sufficient to warrant their public exhibition. Had we but 
few of them, we should not deny our sanction to the principle. Your committee regret that special order had not 
been taken by Congress immediately after the receipt of the first present of this kind: we allude to the colors which 
were taken by General Montgomery, from the 7th British regiment, at Chamblee, on the 18th of October, 1775. 


* The trophies of war ornament the places of worship in Prussia, Bohemia, and Austria, 
¢ See Naval Affairs, No, 108. 
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The French pride themselves on their ability to exhibit the feo which they have taken from our present enemy: for, 
30 lately as the year 1800, they had only two of the naval flags of Great Britain! Though the War and Navy De- 
partments can immediately furnish but twenty or twenty-five of these flags, it is probable the place of deposite will 
be ascertained so as to put within our power many of those which were gained during our Revolution. Where are 
those which were won during our dispute with France in 1798? ‘The same may be asked of those which the defeats 
of Derne and Tripoli should furnish. : ie 

‘The only object which remains for consideration is, the place most proper for the exhibition. This should be 
public, and easy of access, at the same time that it should be perfectly secure from villanous attempts. , These flags 
should be placed so as to be seen by every citizen who might wish to observe them. It will be of advantage that 
they should be noticed by every foreigner who may visit the United States. Can any objection be made to the 
spacious national apartments which are devoted to legislative purposes? What ornaments can be more suitable? 
Go abroad, and you may see the walls of the British House of Lords decorated with representations of some of 
the celebrated battles which were fought by the troops of Great Britain. At home we find the principle already 
established by one branch of the Legislature of the United States—in the Senate Chamber we observe engravings 
of some of the battles of our Revolution; and had time allowed the execution of the original design of the architect, 
the precedent would have had existence in the Chamber of the Representatives of the United States. It was con- 
templated that the frieze, over the capitals of the Corinthian columns which sustain the dome, should present, in 
relievo, a regular series of the battles which secured our Independence. Such decorations might gratify the artist, 
and aftord an opportunity to display his talents; but, in a national view, little or no effect would be produced. It 
must be conceded that much more will be communicated to the spectator by the display of the captured standards. 

No one can pretend that any difference exists between the representations which we have noticed, and the stan- 
dards which have been taken from the enemy, as will warrant the public exhibition of the one, and preclude that of 
the other: these subjects are most intimately connected, and their tendency must be the same. The public exhibi- 
tion of these trophies is a tribute due to the very superior skill and valor which achieved them. ‘The sight of them 
will bring to recollection every circumstance of cause and effect. They will constitute valuable records of illus- 
trious portions of our history; they will form a collection of the proudest monuments to commemorate the brilliant 


deeds of a rising nation. 
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THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 15, 1814, 


Mr. Tayor, from the committee for revising the militia laws, which was instructed to inquire and report what pro- 
vision ought to be made for payment of the militia called out under the authority of any of the State or Terri- 
torial Governments, for the defence of the country against the incursions of the enemy, reported: 


That no legislative provision is thought necessary for paying militia detachments called out under the authority 
of State or Territorial Governments, provided the call has been sanctioned by the President of the United States. 
The committee are not advised of the existence of any case in which such sanction has been refused: if there be 
any, it is believed that the public interest will be better promoted by requiring special application in each case to be 
made to Congress, than by vesting in the States and territories an uncontrolled power of charging the United States 
with the expenses of militia detachments, ordered into service, perhaps, without necessity, and possibly for objects 
inconsistent with the public welfare. 





13th ConGREss. ] No. 130. [2d Session. 





ON THE MANNER IN WHICH THE WAR HAS BEEN CONDUCTED. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 21, 1814. 


Wyrue, Vireinia, February 8, 1814. 
SIR: 
__ For the information of the House of Representatives, or any committee of that House who may have under 
consideration either the manner in which the war has been conducted, or my conduct as an officer of the army of 
the United States, [ enclose to you some documents, mostly originals, numbered from 1 to 61 inclusive, 
Should those papers be necessary to me, for any purpose, at any time, no doubt they will be safe among the 
archives of the House of Representatives, and delivered on application to me or my order. : 
I have the honor to be, with all possible respect and esteem, sir, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH. 


Hon. L. Curves, Speaker House of Representatives. 


No. 1. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
Heap Quarters, GreEN Busu, September 13, 1812. 


Brigadier General Alexander Smyth will proceed to Niagara and take the command of the brigade composed 
of the fifth, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, and twentieth regiments of infantry, as they arrive at, or near, Niagara 
and he will be respected and obeyed accordingly. On his arrival at Niagara, or in the vicinity of Major Genera 
Van Rensselaer’s Head Quarters, he will report Liesl to that officer. 

By order of Major General Dearborn. 
E. BEEBE, Acting Deputy Adjutant General. 
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No. 2. 
Heap Quarters, GREENBUSH, October 4, 1812. 


R: 
" Your letter of the 27th, by Captain Dox, has been received. Before this reaches you, I trust the reinforcements 
will generally have arrived. I have made every effort insmy power to have sufficient quantities of ammunition, cloth- 
ing, medicine, arms, &c. forwarded, but not with all the success I could have wished. I shall continue to send on 
until I am satisfied there will be an ample supply. It rests with you to determine the proper time for acting offen- 
sively. You will, however, perceive the expediency of consulting the principal officers. 

I am apprehensive that the enemy might attempt a stroke at the naval armament preparing at Sackett’s Harbor. 
and it being of the first importance that no interruption should retard the progress of those operations, 1 doubt the 
expemeney of withdrawing any part of the force from that place at present. When the troops destined for your 
= -_ rave arrived, your total force must exceed 7,000 men, which, I presume, will be sufficient for all contem- 

ated purposes. : i 
7 I confidently calculate on a co-operation by the way of Detroit, and on important aid from the naval department. 
It will be advisable to strike at Kingston from Sackett’s Harbor, or its vicinity, or at least to attract the attention of 
the enemy in that direction, by such movement as will threaten a blow. If we should be so fortunate as to obtain 
the command of the lake, Kingston and the country about it may be taken poy of, and all supplies in that di- 
rection may be cut off. You should have as many flat bottomed boats, (and scows, if — as will be sufficient 
to transport 5,000 men, with field pieces and artillery horses, at once, with the aid of such other vessels as can be 


readily procured. i ’ , ci 
The contractor should be reminded of the necessity of having a sufficient stock of provisions on hand for two 


months, exclusive of the current issues. : 
It will be proper that a correspondence be kept up by expresses, between you and General Harrison, which will 


enable you to ascertain his movements; but if we should be fortunate enough to command Lake Ontario, we ought 
to possess ourselves of that part of Canada bordering on the lake, including the vicinity of Niagara, whether Har- 


rison succeeds or not. 
I enclose to you a copy of General Amherst’s order at Fort Edward, on the 12th of July, 1759. The authorit 


must be respected by every British officer. It will be expedient for you to have such an order published, with such 
alterations only as the change in‘circumstances, in a national view, has rendered necessary; and it might be well to 


quote the authority referred to. 
I have considered it fortunate to find such an order from so respectable a source. It is contained in the ** His- 


torical Journal of the Campaigns in North America, in the years 1757, °58, °59, and ’60, by Captain John Knox.’’ 
published in England in 1769. 
With high consideration, I am sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


Major General Van REeNssELAER. 


P. S. I am just informed that General Harrison will be at Detroit by the 15th of this month at the farthest. 
Forts Harrison and Wayne have been relieved, and the Indians dispersed. 


No. 3. 
Inspector’s Report on the state of the Twelfth Regiment of Infantry, commanded by Colonel Thomas Parker. 


Officers, non-commissioned Officers, and Privates. 


The character of Colonel Parker is too well known at the War Office to require comment. Major Campbell 
will doubtless make a most valuable officer. ‘The company officers are yet very ignorant of their duty; but they 
generally appear to be intelligent young men, and genélemen. ‘The non-commissioned officers and privates are, 


with scarcely an exception, excellent recruits. 


Arms, Accoutrements, and Ammunition. 


The muskets are good, but some few of them out of repair. No gun slings have been furnished; neither has 
there been a sufficiency of screw-drivers, worms, picks, or brushes, supplied. ‘The knapsacks are very bad, as are 
likewise the canteens. The regiment has only about twenty-three rounds of ball cartridge, and not two flints per 
man; and there is no ammunition in store at this place. The cartridges are many of them very bad. 


Clothing and Pay. 


Though the month of October is partly gone, yet, strange to tell, this regiment has not received a single article 
of woollen clothing. All the men are without coats, and have been obliged to mount guard, during the cold and 
stormy weather which we have had for a week past, in their linen jackets and overalls. Unless immediate steps are 
taken to furnish proper clothing, the men must all fall victims to the neglect. Paid up to the 31st of August. 


Camp Equipage, Stationary, Hospital Stores, &c. 
The tents are very bad. Camp kettles and tin pans, good and complete. Axes and spades, bad and incomplete. 
No stationary. A “i ; paar: 
The surgeon complains that he is without medicine, hospital stores, or surgical instruments. 
Provisions. 
Colonel Parker states that he receives good provisions for his regiment. 


Discipline. 
Captains Sangster’s and Page’s companies are very raw, and ignorant of their duty. Taking into consideration 
that the men are recruits, and have just come off'a long and fatiguing march, the state of Captain Morgan’s company 
does him honor, but its discipline is still very imperfect. 


Camp neAaR Burrato, New York, October 5, 1812. 
WILL. KING, 


Capt. and Assistant Inspector U. 8. Army. 


No, 4. 
Inspector’s Report on the state of the Fourteenth Regiment of Infantry, commanded by Colonel William H. Winder. 


Officers, non-commissioned Officers, and Privates. 


‘The Colonel and Lieutenant Colonel appear to have taken great pains to acquire a knowledge of the duties of 
their stations. The company officers are almost as ignorant of their duty as when they entered service. The non- 


commissioned officers and privates are generally only tolerably good recruits. 
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Arms, Accoutrements, and Ammunition. 


‘The arms of this regiment are in infamously bad order. They appear to be old muskets that have probably been 
bought up at reduced grtoee the contractors or other public agents, and are now placed in the hands of men who 
are almost within gunshot of the enemy. The Inspector has no hesitation in giving it as his opinion, that at least 
one-fifth of them are unfit for service; and he believes, were they to undergo a critical inspection, a much larger 
proportion of them would be condemned. The cartridge boxes, bayonet scabbards, and belts, are good; the knap- 
sacks are very bad. Neither gun slings, picks, nor brushes, have been furnished; nor has a sufficient number of 
screw-drivers and worms been supplied. ‘This regiment has a large supply of ball cartridges, powder, and lead, but 
a considerable proportion of it is very bad; some of the cartridges are said to have been made up in 1794. There is 
a scarcity of flints. 

Camp Equipage, Hospital Stores, &c. 

‘The tents never were good; and have been so much abused on the march to this place, that they afford little pro- 
tection from the weather. Camp kettles and tin pans, good and complete; axes and spades, very bad. No supply 
of stationary. The surgeon states that he is without medicine, hospital stores, and surgical instruments. 


Clothing and Pay. 


Though the month of October is partly gone, yet, strange to tell, this regiment has not received a single article 
of woollen clothing. All the men are without coats, and many without shoes or stockings; and have been obliged 
to mount guard, during the cold and stormy weather which we have had for a week past, barefooted, and in their 

TY 


linen jackets and overalls. Unless immediate steps are taken to supply proper clothing, the men must all fall victims 
to the neglect. Paid up to the 31st of July. 


Provisions. 
The Lieutenant Colonel states that the regiment is supplied with very bad provisions. 


Discipline. 

The regiment is composed entirely of recruits; they appear to be almost as ignorant of their duty as if they had 
never seen a camp, and scarcely know on which shoulder to carry the musket. ‘They are mere militia, and, if pos- 
sible, even worse; and if taken into action in their present state, will prove more dangerous to themselves than to 
their enemy. 

Camp NEAR BurraLto, New York, October 5, 1812. 
WILL. KING, 
Captain and Assistant Inspector General U. S. Army. 


No. 5. 


Colonel P. P. Schuyler to General Smyth, daied 


OcrosBerR 9, 1812, 11 o’clock, P. M. 
SIR: 
‘The brig Adams has been on fire about twenty minutes, and will soon be consumed. We have saved some 
property that was on board, and taken three prisoners. Milton is now crossing to our shore. Brock has arrived 
opposite, with a very superior force. I wait your orders. 


Respectfully, P. P. SCHUYLER, Colonel. 


No. 6. 
Major General Hall to Brigadier General Smyth. 


Burrao, October 12, 1812, 
Sir: 

Will you have the goodness to inform me at what time you will meet General Van Rensselaer, agreeably to 
his request, at Niagara? - ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. HALL. 


N. B. I was at the Rock this morning, and there was a good deal of firing from the British shore. It was said 
that some troops were marching up on the other side of the river. Lieutenant Elliot was apprehensive they might 
get artillery on the island, and destroy his vessels, unless men were placed on the island to prevent a landing. 
You will be able to judge the necessary force. 

Yours, A. HALL. 


Brigadier General Smytu. 
No. 7. 
Brigadier General Smyth to Major General Van Rensselaer. 


Camp, NEAR Burrato, October 12, 1812. 
SIR: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the — of your letter at 10 o’clock, P.M. The badness of the weather 
and roads harassed the troops yesterday more than can well be conceived; to-morrow, I expect their clothing, and 
they will wash. Next day, they might march, to the number of twelve hundred effective men, but imperfectly 
disciplined. ' : 

It is said the enemy are in considerable force opposite to Black Rock; and as Lieutenant Colonels Scott and 
Chrystie have arrived with you, the time for your attack is favorable; and may you conquer is my prayer. 
have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient, 


ALEXANDER SMYTH, #rigadier General. 
Major General Van RENSSELAER. 


No. 8. 


Extract of a letter from General Smyth to General Sheafe, dated 
OcToseER 18, 1812, 


** As I am averse to taking a single life, or occasioning a single calamity, without an object, I propose a further 
continuance of the armistice, indefinitely, each party to have a right to terminate it, giving thirty hours, notice to the 
other party; the armistice to extend along the frontier from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario.” 
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Camp on THE Mountain, 6 o’ciock, A. M., October 19, 1812. 
R: - 
.. I shall immediately proceed to Schlosser, to await your further orders. It would be pleasing to me to be 
ordered to proceed to our ultimate destination before the weather becomes more inclement. 

I will thank you to give an order on the Quartermaster for éighty blankets, and thread to make match coats for 
my regiment. Indeed, if in your opinion it could be justified, I could wish that every man could be furnished with 
one. ‘Those I now ask for are intended for the use of the guards. CAS : 

With the highest regard and respect, [ am, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS PARKER, Colonel 12th Infantry... 


No. 9. 
Brigadier General Smyth to the Secretary of War. 


Near Burrato, October 20, 1812. 
Sir: . 2 
On the 16th instant, General Van Rensselaer, by a general order, invested me with the command of the troops 
between the lakes Erie and Ontario, with power to order general courts martial, and exercise the authority of com- 
mander of a great military district. : ; , 

On the 18th instant, I ordered Colonel Winder (an admirable officer) to Fort Niagara; on the 19th I broke up 
the camp at Lewistown, ordered the militia, such as had not deserted, and excepting the artillery, to Schlosser; the 
artillery were put under Colonel Winder’s command, and would most of them take poston the mountain opposite 

ueenstown. Colonel Parker, with the detachments of the 12th and 20th, will take post on a small creek near 
lack Rock, and collect the boats. Colonel Schuyler, with the detachments of the 5th-and' 13th, will take a position 
near him. ‘The volunteers will seer near Buffalo. : ; 

In the small creek 1 mention, I wish to have one hundred boats that will carry across at once four thousand-men, 
and twenty or thirty scows or flats, to take over artillery or cavalry. And if you will increase my force to eight thou- 
sand men, with twenty pieces of light and field artillery, and some troops of cavalry, I will enter Canada, and 
leave the rest to Heaven. : 

Place no confidence in detached militia. They have disgraced the nation. Do not rely on the contractor for 
provisions. He has no salt meat, and only damaged flour. If you have any compassion on the service, send money 
- either to Lieutenant Allison, my brigade quartermaster, or to some public agent under my orders. Without it we 
cannot supply the contractor’s deficiencies; we cannot get transportation by land, build boats, procure forage, or 
any thing else, wanted by the army. 4 

Give me here a clear stage, men, and money, and I will retrieve your affairs or perish. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH. 


No. 10. 
The Secretary of War to Brigadier General Smyth. 


War Department, November 4, 1812. 
Sire: 

Your letter of October 20th has been received. On the 2ist-of October Major General Dearborn reporied to 
this Department that he had granted General Van Rensselaer’s request to retire from his command; that he had 
directed him to give over-his command to you; and that he had written you ‘‘ in.a particular and explicit manner.” 
You are too well acquainted with service to require to be informed that all communications respecting your com- 
mand should be directed to that officer. A copy of your letter has been enclosed to General Dearborn. 

Such ordnance as he may assign to Niagara must be sent from Albany. Transportation, whether by boats or 
wagons, is furnished by the Quartermaster’s department; and in case of failure or deficiency in rations, purchases - 
should be made according to the provisions of the contract, for which purpose -bills may be drawn on this Depart- 
ment, properly advised, that the contractor may be made accountable. . 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


W. EUSTIS. 
Brigadier General ALExanDER Smytru, Buffalo, New York. 


No. 11. 
Colonel Parker’s Report to Brigadier General Smyth. 


Colonel Parker has the honor to report to General Smyth that, agreeably to his orders, he has caused. to be col+ 
lected all the boats that could be found last evening, and had them carried up the creek to an old field about a mile 
above the bridge, where they are left under a small guard. 

He has also obtained a promise from Lieutenant Angus, of the navy, to send out a party of sailors to collect all 
the boats he can find on the coast, and convey them to the same place. 

Colonel Parker would beg leave to suggest to the General, the propriety of placing these boats under the charge 
of a careful officer; and, as many of them are leaky and scarce of oars, have them carefully prepared for service. 

From report, Colonel Parker is of opinion that the Secretary of War will probably urge a descent on Canada 
this fall; but he supposes that a discretionary power will certainly be given to the commanding officer on the lines. 
From the present state of the Quartermaster’s and Commissary’s departments; from the almost total want of disci- 
pline in the regular ‘roepss and from the little confidence that can be placed in the militia force; it would appear that 
a successful issue could hardly be expected, and defeat might prove highly injurious to our country. If the General’s 
attention should be entirely turned to the discipline of the troops, even to the 10th of next month, it is feared that, 
after that period, it would be too late to put the troops under a comfurtable cover before the winter sets in, which 
might be attended with the most fatal.consequences. Would it not, therefore, be better to detail six or eight men 
—_ eae for the service, from each company, to commence the building the huts whilst the residue are employed 
on dri 


Whilst Colonel Parker has taken the liberty of making the foregoing observations, he begs leave to assure the 
General of his entire submission to his better judgment, and of his determination to promote his views by every 
exertion that his feeble health and abilities .will permit. ; : 


22d October, 1812. 


No, 12. ; 
Major General Dearborn to Brigadier General Smyth. 


g Heap Quarters, GreeNnBusH, October 21, 1812. 
SIR: 
Major General Van Rensselaer having communicated a wish to retire from his command, I have acquiesced 


in his een = have desired him to give over the command which he held te you, and. to give you copies of my 
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last two or three letters to him, and such information in relation to the enemy, his means of obtaining information, 
and the state of the troops, stores, &c. as he may possess. The unfortunate affair at Queenstown, on the 13th, is 
most seriously to be lamented; but we must endeavor, by redoubled efforts, to retrieve the state of our affairs. I have 
ordered Colonel Porter of the artillery to Niagara, to take command of the whole of the light and heavy artillery at 
that post. You will find in him all the requisite practical information and industry in his line. A fine company of 
light artillery, all mounted, will proceed as rapidly as possible to replace such as have been lost. On their arrival, 
it will, I presume, be expedient to send the greatest number of horses back to some place where forage may be con- 
veniently obtained. I shall order Colonel M’Clure, with his battalion of uniform volunteers, to march from Onon- 
daga to Niagara; and I yet hope that, when the troops shall have been concentrated, and put into a state of organi- 
zation, that you will be able to pass into Canada, and secure good winter quarters. I had directed General Van 
Rensselaer te call on the contractor for a deposite of provisions for at least two months, exclusive of the current 
issues. It will be expedient for you to repeat the requisition on the contractor. Captain Thomas, the Deputy 
Quartermaster General, will join you with stores and funds for that department; and I trust you will find in him 
an active and attentive officer. It will be proper to give Colonel Parker the command of a brigade. In all impor- 
tant movements you will, [ presume, consider it advisable to consult some of your principal officers. Every means 
in your power should be exerted to procure a suflicient number of boats and scows for transporting the troops. You 
should, if possible, be prepared for crossing with three thousand men, with artillery, at once. Faithful and expe- 
rienced boatmen should be selected for managing the whole of the boats, and there should be a surplus in each boat 
as a provision to meet accidents. ‘The greatest precaution should be observed in the arrangement for embarkation 
and debarkation. You will pardon me for being thus particular. ‘The most important consideration will be that of 
ascertaining and agreeing on the best and surest points for crossing: much will depend on a judicious selection of 
the principal landing places. Your infermation will enable you, with the advice of your principal officers, to decide 
on these subjects in the most judicious manner, ‘That you may be so fortunate as to succeed in retrieving and 
meliorating the state ef our affairs, is my most ardent wish. You will by all practicable means endeavor to corre- 
spond with General Harrison, who, I presume, is now at Detroit, with a very respectable force. I need not impress 
you with the necessity of cultivating a spirit of harmony and good understanding among all the corps under your 
command—on which the success of your operations will materially depend. I have been establishing a line of ex- 
presses between this place and Niagara, by which despatches may pass in about forty-four hours. You will direct 
where the nou-commissioned officers of the express will be sadlesiad tear your quarters. The line will, I trust, be 


completed within two or three days after this reaches you. 
Vith esteem and consideration, your obedient and humble servant. 
H. DEARBORN. 
Brigadier General Smytu. 
No. 12 


Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to Major General Dearborn. 
Camp Near Burrao, October 24th, 1812. 


Sir: 
I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 2ist instant, and shall fail in nothing in my power to retrieve 


the state of our affairs. 
The affair of Queenstown probably diminished our force 2,000 men; one half of which were killed, wounded, and 
prisoners, and the other half deserted, or were discharged in consequence of some battalions being greatly reduced. 
General Van Rensselaer transferred to me the command on the 15th, and on the 16th I broke up the camp at 
Lewistown; sent the 14th infantry, under Colonel Winder, to Niagara; the militia artillery to a battery opposite 
the heights of Queenstown; the militia infantry and riflemen to Schlosser; and I returned with the 5th, 13th, 12th, 
and 20th, tomy camp near Buffalo; the troops of the light and 2d artillery are at Black Rock. 
nacreek at Black Rock [ am collecting boats; and there [ propose to cross. ‘The Canadian shore is easy of 
access from Erie to Chippewa. ‘There are some batteries opposite Black Rock that [ can have carried when I please. 
Boats are wanting. I have sent to have those which Chrystie brought to Niagara carried to Schlosser; this 
will be a difficult work. Scows are wanting and essential. As yet I have no funds. 
The reinforcement you mention I hope will encourage those under my command. 
arrived at Fort George since the battle; that the Indians have gone home to gather their corn; and that three-fourths 
As the enemy’s regular troops and flankers amount to 3,000 men, their militia, 


It is said 500 soldiers have 


of the militia are called into service. 


if called out, as said, may swell their force to 10,000 men. 

It has seemed to me, sir, that the three armies should strike on the same day. If not, the command of the lakes 
will enable the enemy to beat us in detail. 

The sailors here will furnish me with excellent boatmen. | shall take the opinions of a few of my most enlightened 
officers at times, but I will decide. 

There is some difficulty in giving Colonel Parker a brigade, as Schuyler contests his right to rank. Winder is 


an officer of the first class. 

In consequence of the loss of five companies of the 13th, 1 consolidated the 5th and 13th, as was done by the 
Adjutant General in the case of the 12th and 20th. In consequence, Milton asked and obtained a furlough. His 
regiment was badly governed, and I found I had nothing to expect from him. 

I do not expect the contractor to supply us with provisions. I received a number of returns at Lewistown, 
“* unfit for duty for want of provisions.” 

We much want some cannon of large caliber for the fort of Niagara, and the batteries of Black Rock. A pow- 
erful battery at the latter place would protect our landing at noon day. 


The ship carpenters have gone off, which I much regret. - 
Colonel Porter will doubtless be of great service to us: but I should have preferred his coming to Black Rock. 


I shall keep vou advised of our progress. — 
I have the honor to be, with the highest respect and esteem, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General. 
Major Gencral Dearporn. 


No. 14, 
Camp NEAR Burraxo, October 25th, 1812. 


A hospital will be immediately established at Buffalo. Houses shall be rented, and Doctor Hays will take 


charge of, and regulate it. soe : 
To that hospital the sick and wounded in camp and its vicinity will be removed. Doctor Hays will make requi- 
sitions for such articles as are necessary for their comfort, and matrons and nurses will be employed. 
By order: H. SMYTH, Lieut. 3d Artillery, and Mid-de-camp. 


No. 15. 
Heap Quarters, NEAR Burrato, Oclober 27th, 1812. 


He will take possession of the bar- 


Captain: Allison will to-day vacate the court house, to be used as a hospital. 
c.eks Ta which Captain Harris’s company of militia has been stationed. 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General commanding. 
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No. 16. 


Major General Dearborn to Brigadier General Smyth. 
Heap Quarvers, Greensusn, October 28¢h, 1812. 


Si: ‘ 
Your letters of the 22d and 24th were received at 5 o’clock P. M. yesterday. ‘This will leave here to-morrow 
morning at 7 0’clock. Ihave this day received information from General Bloomfield that about 800 men, with 
several field pieces, left Montreal for your neighborhood on the 14th instant; of course the sooner you are prepared 
to strike the better. From the accounts I have received from Fort George, I am induced to believe that, exclusive 
exclusive of Fort Erie and its immediate dependencies, the whole force on the British side of the river does not 
amount to more than twelve or fourteen hundred, including the militia which were in service at the time of the 
unfortunate partial attack: and the derangement the death of General Brock must have occasioned in relation to 
the militia and Indians must have a considerable effect on their measures of defence, if they are not allowed too 
long a time for procuring reinforcements, and forming a new organization. I expect that General Bloomfield will 
move immediately towards Montreal, and I calculate on his being able to beat up the several posts between his camp 
and the river St. Lawrence. You should be explicit and positive in your orders to the contractor for having at least 
two months’ deposite of provisions on hand, exclusive of the current issues. If you should determine on crossing 
from the vicinity of Black Rock with your main force, will not the enemy have it in his power to destroy the bridge 
over Chippewa creek, and render your passage difficult? You will, I presume, think it advisable to make one or 

more feints at other points, while your main body crosses at the place decided on. 
I am induced to suspect that the actual benefit of heavy ordnance, in facilitating a landing, has been overrated. 


Some twelve pounders in scows would, in my opinion, be of more service in covering a landing than the fire of 
And when a footing is secured on the Canada shore, the ordnance in their batteries 


our hands. Neither General Van Rensselaer nor yourself have said any thing in 
relation to the arrival of the Pennsylvania militia. [I presume they must have arrived, or that you will have sent in 
quest of them, with orders to hurry on as quick as possible. An additional supply of powder, balls, paper, &c. has 
been ordered to your post. Colonel Porter left this place on the 24th with 100 light artillerists, all mounted, and 
well appointed in every respect. He will proceed in the stage to Canandaigua, and from thence to your quarters 
as rapidly as possible. You will perceive the propriety and necessity of a return being made of all the troops under 


your command, which has been too long delayed. 
With esteem and consideration, [ am, sir, your obedient set vant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


heavy pieces at long shots. 
must undoubtedly fall ae 2 


Brigadier General Smyru. 


No. 17. 


Extract of a letter from James Selden, Jun. of Troy, to General Smyth, dated 
NoveMBER 27, 1812. 


‘* | am informed, from an undoubted source, that the British have received a reinforcement of 800 regulars at 
Fort George; that is, they are not exactly at Fort George, but have encamped about one and a half miles up Chip- 
pewa creek, where the enemy have been building barracks. A cousin of mine brought me this information, who 
was in the British militia service, and deserted.”’ 

The new barracks erected in the vicinity of Fort George and Chippewa have, from the precipitancy of the enemy’s 


flight, escaped being burnt. 
E. BAYNES, 4djutant General N. A. 


No. 18. 


Colonel Thomas Parker to General Smyth. 
Camp, October 30, 1812. 


Sir: 
You did me the honor last evening to consult me about the propriety of forming a-brigade, to be composed of 
the regular troops expected in camp, and some of the volunteers and militia now on the lines. 

I have been made acquainted, from different sources, with the disposition of the troops at Buffalo and Colonel 
Swift’s regiment, and I think there is only one company amongst them that would not corrupt any regular troops 
that they might be associated with. And even that company would not be willing to be subjected to regular disci- 
pline. "What may be the disposition of the volunteer Irish Greens I do not know; but, upon the whole, I should 


think it best to keep the regular troops entirely distinct from them. : ot 
I would beg leave to recommend that the militia and volunteers be formed into a distinct brigade, and put under 


strict drill. If they will not bear this, they had better be at home. P- 
must beg leave, sir, to call your attention to the requisition made for flannel, as it will be of infinite service to 


our men. 
I have the honor to be, with much respect and esteem, sir, your obedient servant, ; 
THOMAS PARKER, Coloned 12th Infantry. 
No. 19. 
Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to Major General Dearborn. 
Camp, near Buffalo, October 30, 1812. 
Sir 


I have had the honor to receive, to day, at four o’clock P. M., your letter of the 28th instant. 

We may, in a few days, have together seventy boats, that would carry over three thousand five hundred men; 
but we have no scows. I have set all the carpenters, and some citizens, to building of scows. .We want tools an 
materials. ‘The Deputy Quartermaster gives it as his opinion that we can have ten scows in twenty days. 

I would cross in three days, ‘f I had the means; without them, it would be injustice to the nation and myself to 


attempt it. I must not be defeated. f 
The New York Greens, and a troop of volunteer cavalry have arrived. The twenty-third regiment, the Pennsy}- 


vania volunteers, and those from Baltimore, have not arrived. : 
The Deputy Quartermaster has brought on checks instead of moneys and he is unable to make payments. His let- 
ter to the Quartermaster General is enclosed ; and I request that money may be sent to him immediately. 


If I can beat the enemy on the om of Erie, and take that place, I will find means to get to Fort George, what- 
ever may become of the bridge of Chippewa. 
I have the honor to be, with perfect respect, your most obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General. 
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No. 20. 
Colonel William H. Winder to Brigadier General Smyth. 


. Fort Niacara, Oct. 30, 1812. 
SIR: 

Captain Archer, of the 2d artillery, arrived at this post this morning; he has with him about sixty men and 
two six pounders. His instructions were to report himself to Lieutenant Colonel Scott, at this place. 

Under the circumstances, I have deemed it advisable to recommend his waiting your orders here; which he will 
do. Isend this by an express. 

ina letter, which [ addressed you by Mr. Suchet, I suggested the propriety of retaining ten or twelve boats 
on this end of the lines a knowledge of your wishes on this subject might prevent the labor a trouble of bringing 
them back from Schlosser. ; 2 

The movement of troops and boats from this end of the line has occasioned a considerable movement of 
men, from the other side of the river, towards Erie. ‘They have been principally, if not altogether, militia. The 
number expected, by the cavalry stationed between this and Lewis, as passing up, are from four to five hundred. 

This morning the armed ship Earl Moira has arrived, accompanied by a sual Naswesedl schooner, having a num- 
ber of men on her deck; but how many there are cannot yet be ascertained, as they have not landed. . 

I shall gather all the force I can, and parade them near here to-morrow; my object will be to prevent the accu- 
mulation of force against your end of the line, by making a display heres; should your movements render it neces- 
sary, I can send them on to that end of the line by a fleet. 

Should not Captain Archer be necessary to you, he will be of important service here. 


Lam, sir, with great respect. your obedient servant, 


; WM. H. WINDER, Colonel Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. ALexanper Smytu, Commanding Centre Army. 


No. 21. 
Colonel William H. Winder to Brigadier General Alexander Smyth. 


Fort NiaGara, November 3, 1812. 
SiR: 

1 avail myself of the opportunity, by Lieutenant Totten, of the engineers, to write you. You will find him a 
useful and valuable officer in his professional line, and an estimable private man. 

{ shall send the clothing for the fifth, which is one barrel only, and a quantity of stockings, by Quartermaster Al- 
lison. I also enclose you a return of clothing at this place, made to me by Captain Leonard. ‘This list is exclusive 
of twenty-three tierces, sent on to the fourteenth, which contain coats, pantaloons, and vests, only of winter clothing. 

Another vessel arrived at Fort George yesterday evening. It was near dark, and no accurate observations pace 
be made from here. Captain Archer was at the Salt battery, directly opposite Fort George, and will be able to in- 
form you more particularly; I have not seen him. It is said that a body of Indians landed from her, say one hun- 
dred. Every one of their brethren that we can raise should cross to meet them. I suspect the enemy relies very 
much upon his savage ally. As many militia riflemen as can in any sort be relied on, and can be got to cross, would 
be important. 

Should your plans permit a notice of twenty-four hours to be given to me before I move from here, I might 
make some movements to draw them toward this end of the line. By selecting the twilight, of morning or evening, 
I might give my force the appearance of a thousand men, and make some indications of crossing. 

My whole force is applied to the requisite labor of the garrison and batteries. I shall turn to drilling at every 
possible movement. : 

I am, with very great respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, Colonel. 

Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER Smytu, Commanding Centre Army. 


No. 22. 
Lieutenant Colonel Livingston to General Alexander Smyth. 


. Burrato, November 4, 1812. 
SiR: ay : , , 

I have the honor to report the result of my inspection, as far as was in my power, of General Miller’s brigade 
of militia, and the organization of the same, as contem lated by your order of the 29th ultimo. I regret I am not 
enabled to make a favorable report, but the state of the brigade is such as to be little better than an undisciplined 
rabble, and it may be a question whether they are not of more disservice than of use; the total want of order no 
doubt proceeds from the ignorance of the officers, and the great familiarity that exists between them and their men; 
that this can be remedied, perhaps is impossible, while such materials are employed for officers. [ have endeavored 
to select and retain in service the best, and such as I am told will not shrink from duty. 

After waiting two days for the different returns, [ found it impossible to obtain them, although I applied to the 
General and his Brigade Major, whose duty I presume it was to furnish them. This circumstance prevents my 
giving a statement of the exact number of men, arms, ammunition, &c. The arms in use are good, although not 
kept (with a few exceptions) in such order as they ought to be. I am informed there are about seven hundred and 
fifty men, of which four hundred and twenty were under arms on the day of inspection. On Saturday evening 
one hundred deserted, and no measures taken to bring them back; a spirit of mutiny seems to pervade the camp. — 

I shall leave this to-morrow for Geneva, and will take charge of any communication for his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, or any other you may wish to forward. , 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. W. LIVINGSTON. 

Gieneral ALEXANDER Smuvru, Commanding the Army of U. S. on the N. Frontier. 


No. 23. 
Captain Benjamin Wallace to Brigadier General Alexander Smyth. 


Camp, near the Navy Yard, below Black Rock, November 5, 1812. 
Sir: an . 
if Captain Thomas intends that the boats and scows should be built in any reasonable time, he ought to fur- 
nish a sufficient quantity of tools for the men under my command to work with; at present, more than one half of 
them have not proper tools to work: narrow axes are much wanted; the augers, chisels, saws, &c. were all to be 
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put in order, and will be of little use for some days. I have selected three men to build a scow, agreeably to my 
own directions, and to see what time it takes to make one. 
° I am, sir, with respect, 
BENJAMIN WALLACE, 


Captain 5th United States’ Infantry. 
Brigadier General ALEXANDER Smyru. 


No. 24. 
Major General Dearborn to Brigadier General Smyth. 


Heap Quarters, Greensusn, November 8, 1812. 

SiR: 

Your letter of the 30th was duly received. I have sent on an additional supply of cartridges and stockings. 
{ trust the Pennsylvania militia have joined you. I have sent Colonel Macomb, with upwards of four handred 
men, to co-operate with Commodore Chauncey, who has informed me that he shall be ready on the 15th instant to 
look for, and attack, the British force on Lake Ontario, and probably attack Kingston, if I should send him a body 
of troops, that he could rely on, to aid him. —[f he should succeed, I have requested him to send a part of his force 
to Niagara as soon as practicable. I hope you will be ready to strike as soon as he will. A movement will proba- 
bly be made by that time towards Montreal; and, at the same time, I trust General Harrison will be in operation at: 
Detroit. ‘The campaign may still be closed with success. ° I shall set off this day for Lake Champlain. If you 
succeed at Niagara, York and Kingston will demand your early attention. ‘That you may succeed, and cover your- 
self, and the troops under your command, with glory, is the ardent wish of your friend, and humble servant, 


H. DEARBORN. 
Brigadier General Smyru. 


No. 25. 
Brigadier General Smyth to Major General Dearborn. 


Camp, near Buffalo, November 9, 1812. 
Sin: 

Colonel McFeely arrived on the Ist instant with about one hundred and eighty: men of the 22d. Captain 
Archer’s company of artillery arrived on the 4th instants and, to-day, Colonel Brown, with one hundred and ninety 
infantry: and also the light artillery arrived. : ; 

I have sent an officer to meet the Pennsylvanians. He had gone as far as Erie, when | last heard of him, with~ 
out meeting them. ‘They are volunteers to supply that State’s quota of militia. Can they be forced to cross the 
line? Lam told they will refuse. 

One of the aids of the Governor of New York has been at Schlosser in the capacity of Deputy Adjutant Gene- 
ral, making a new organization of the militia there. I caused them to encamp by themselves, not a soldier within 
ten miles of them. One hundred of them deserted the next night after the Governor’s Aid left them. 

What most disturbs me is the ill health of the troops. The measles has affected many; and the want of salt 
meat, of ovens, and exposure to cold, until lately without winter clothing, has produced dysenteries and other 
diseases. Our hospitals are filled with sick and wounded, and new cases of disease are occurring daily. 

Colonel Winder, with the 14th, is coming to this place from Niagara. I shall trust the defence of it to two com- 
panies of artillery, and Lieutenant Colonel McFeely’s corps of infantry, which will march to-morrow. 

The contractors have failed to supply, and I have ordered purchases of provisions for Fort Niagara. 

Between the 20th and 30th instant I shall be ready to cross the river with about thirteen hundred regular in- 
fantry, three hundred artillery, six hundred volunteers, and seventy cavalry, (if you will allow me Captain Mor- 
gan’s troop.) In this estimate 1s not included the Pennsylvania and New York militia. 

Two regiments will proceed on to-morrow to commence building huts. If we cannot stay on the other side, we 
shall have a shelter ready for the sick and wounded. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the highest esteem, your most obedient, 


ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brig. General. 


Major General Dearsorn. 


P. S. A district paymaster, with money, is necessary. ‘The volunteers cannot be retained in service unless paid. 

Lieutenant Gansevoort, of the artillery, who states that he was appointed District Paymaster, was ordered to 
Albany more than three weeks since to procure funds. [I have heard that he is sick. Colonel Brown’s regiment 
inutinied at Manlius on account of their pay. 


A. S. 
No. 26. 


General Smyth conceives the following facts should be known and considered by the Secretary of War: 

1. ‘That the 5th regiment, at Utica, on its march, did mutiny for want of their pay. 

2. That the 23d regiment, at Manlius, did mutiny on account of their pay, which is still due. 

3. ‘That a company of volunteers, at Buffalo, did mutiny on account of their pay and clothing.* 

t. That the captain of another volunteer company, the best in service, has stated that he believes his men will 
not cross into Canada without their pay and allowance for clothing. + 

5. That the Deputy Quartermaster states himself to be without money. 

6. That there is no district Paymaster at Niagara supplied with money. 

7. That Colonel Winder, commanding at Fort Niagara, reports, ‘* We are literally sterving on this end of the 
line for bread.” In consequence of which the Deputy Quartermaster has been ordered to purchase provisions. 

8. That eighteen hundred Pennsylvania volunteers will! arrive next week. 

9. That General Smyth will be ready in fifteen days to cross into Canada. 


No. 27. 


Speech to Indians. 
Broruers: 7 
I thank you for the tender of your services in the defence of the United States, which you have made, and in 


their name accept them, in case the troops and the Indians of the British King should invade the United States; 
which I expect they will not dare to attempt. 


_ It is the desire of your Great Father the President, that you should take no part in the war between the United 
States and Great Britain, but remain at peace and take care of your wives and children, 


* Phillips’s. + Allison’s. 
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issue as a matter of course. 


Sir 


Sir: 


nion appears to be that, if an efficient force can be had to cross into 


The British nation is not able to maintain the contest against the United States on this great Island, without 
help. They ask the Indians for help, who have given it, and will be ruined by doing so. We are able to beat the 
British without help. And, although we understand that you are willing to help us if we ask it, yet we do not ask 
it. The quarrel is ours, and not yours; and we will fight our own battles. 

Broruers: Hold fast the chain of friendship between you and the United States, who are great, powerful. just, 
and good, and will vanquish all their enemies, and protect all their friends. 


Brigadier General ALExanpeR Smytu, Commanding. 


Will you be pleased to ascertain whether there are any companies of your brigade who will refuse to serve 


the United States in Canada. 
I deem it essential that we should know on whom we may rely with confidence. 
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No. 28. 


Colonel Winder to Brigadier General Smyth. 





Camp, NEAR Navy Yarv, November 20th, 1812. 


I am informed that blankets have been supplied to the brigade for the purpose of making great coats. They 
are certainly necessary, or some gubstitute. 1 presume it would b ( 
ment across the river will take place. I am informed that a quantity of great coats came up from Niagara, and I 
believe they will never be better disposed of than by distributing them to the soldiers now. ‘The enclosed return 
handed you by the Quartermaster of the I4th, will supply my regiment, with what I have already had made. i 
pray you, therefore, if you deem it not absolutely inadmissible, to order the issue agreeably to the return. 

Should you not feel at liberty to order the pea coats to be issued, we must be satisfied with blankets, and do the 
best we can under existing circumstances; at all events, as many great coats as are necessary for guard duty may 


e impossible to make them up now, before a move- 


[have drawn returns for either alternative, which the Quartermaster will present you. 
| am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, Col. 14th Inf. U. 8S. Army. 





No. 29. 
Brigadier General Smyth to General Tannehill. 


Heap Quarters, Camp, NEAR Burrato, November 21st, 1812 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brig. Gen. Com’ 


No. 30. 


Brigadier General Tannehill to General Smyth. 


Camp at Grancer’s Farm, 22d November, 1812. 





To enable me to answer your note of yesterday, | convened my field officers in camp. The prevailing opi 
anada, a very general embarkation of my bri- 


gade may be expected; if on the contrary, it is difficult for me to say what number may be calculated on. 
I am, with sentiments of respect, your obedient servant, 
A. TANNEHILL, 
Brig. Gen. 1st Brigade, Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
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No. 31. 


rade of Pennsylvania Volunteers, under the command of Bri- 


gadier General Adamson Tannehill, who have volunteered to cross the boundary line into the province of Upper 
Canada, to assist in establishing the American standard in thai province. 





Regiments. 


First regiment Rifle- 
men, commanded 
by Lieutenant Col. 
Irwin. 


Second regm’t Rifle- 
men, commanded 
by Lieutenant Col. 


Piper. 


First regm’t Infan- 
try, commanded by 
Lieutenant Col. 
Snyder. 


Second regiment In- 
fantry, command- 
ed by Lieutenant 
Colone! Purviance. 


Companies, and parts 


of 


Capt. 








Capt. 


Capt. 


Capt. 


Companies. 


Blue’s, - 
Dean’s, - 
Alter’s, 
M’Guire’s, - 
Long’s. - 
Hays’, - 
’Kes’s, - 


Patterson’s, 

Thompson’s, 
Sparks’, 

Vance’s, 
M’Guire’s, - 
Gibson’s, 
Road’s, - 


Regis’s - 
Cannon’s, - 


Hunter’s, - 


Harper’s, - 
M°Clintock’s, 
Alexander’s, 


Cooper’s, - 


Lithgow’s, 
Turbitt’s, 
Withrow’s, 
Do. 
Heron’s, 
Steuart’s, 
Brinker’s, 
Jordan’s, 
Story’s, 











Number of 








Officers, 
Men. 
Captain, lieutenant, 
and ensign, - . 
Captam, - aoe 0 
Lieut’nt and ensign 8 
Lieutenant, - 10 
Captain, - - | 22 
Lieutenant, =i 1 
79 
Captain, - - 45 
Do. - - 2s 
Do. - - 6 | 
Do. - - 25 
Do. - - ae 
Do. - - Ba | 
Do. - - l 
133 
- - - 5 
- ‘ - 15 
: . - 5 
. ‘ ° 2 
“é e B 3 
: . - 2 
35 
Captain, lieutenant, 
and ensign, - 29 
Do. - - 35 
Do. - - 25 
- - - 9 
- - - 1 
. - - f 
Captain, - 4 
- * - 2 
- - . e 7 
Captain and lieut’nt, 13 
Rev. Mr. Jones. 
129 


Remarks. 


| Unconditional. 


Recapitulation. 
1 lieutenant colonel, 
2 majors, 
3 captains, 
4 lieutenants, 
2 ensigns, 
1 surgeon, 
79 privates, 


92 


. 
| Provided they are officered, fur- 
\ nished in clothing, arms, &c. 

as their commander may think 
| necessary. 

3 

Recapitulation. 
7 captains, 


| 133 privates, 


1 lieutenant colonel, 
Unconditional. 
Provided they go under their own 

officers. 

Provided they are commanded by 
their present officers. 
_ Unconditional. 


. - 141 


Do. 


Unconditional. 
Do. 
Do. 
| Under their own oflicers. 
' To choose his own company. 
Unconditional. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Recapitulation. 
1 lieutenant colonel, 
2 majors, 
5 captains, 
4 lieutenants, 
3 ensigns, 
1 chaplain, 
129 privates, 


- 145 








Total, - 413 
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No. 32. 








Paymaster Merchant to Brigadier General Smyth. 
Axsany, November 23, 1812. 


Str: 
Yesterday I received your letter of the 10th instant. I am not now, but daily expect to be, in possessi 

. funds. I have written, about a week since, to Mr. Brent, the pay master at’ Washington, for funds. seme sey 
ception of your letter, Lhave written again, stating the coudition of the volunteers, and also recommending that pay- 
masters be appointed to those regiments that are without them, and that a proportionate number of assistant ay- 
masters be appointed. By this means the regiments and detachments can be regularly paid. { do not know which 
of the regiments along the frontiers have paymasters. ‘To those regiments that have not, they will, without doubt. 
be appointed, provided proper persons are selected and named to the paymaster at Washington, by the Colonels of 
the respective regiments. Ina letter to Lieutenant Gansevoort, Assistant Paymaster, 1 requested him to notify 
to the regimental paymasters, to transmit me estimates of such sums as would be wanted to pay off their respective 
regiments, and that he would himself make an estimate of money that would be required to pay those regiments and 
detachments that are without paymasters. I trust, sir, that some speedy and efficient provision will be made for the 
regular payment of the troops along the frontiers. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of respect, your obedient servant, 


GEORGE MERCHANT, 
Pe District Paymaster, United States? Army. 
Brigadier General A. Smyru. 


No. 33. 
Banks or Niacara, 8 o’cLock at Nicutr, November 25, 1812. 


Colonel Winder will pass over to the Canada shore, with the troops who are marched from camp this evening, 
and superintend the attack of the enemy’s batteries and parties, distributing his force in the following manner: 
Lieutenant Colonel Boerstler, with the detachment of the 14th regiment, will attack the guard at the bridge op- 
ysite the upper point of Stanberry Island. Lieutenant Colonel Coles, with the companies of Captains Sangster. 
aylor, Myers, and the oma | late Branche’s, will take the party. at the Red House. Major Campbell, with the 
companies of Captains Buckner, Morgan, Stannard, and Page, will attack the guard house, opposite the lower 
point of Squaw Island. Captain King, and Lieutenant Angus, of the navy, (who is so good as to offer his services, 
and those of the seamen under his command) will, with the companies of Captains Wool, Sproul, and Martin, at- 
tack the batteries opposite to Black Rock. Captain Barkhead, with the companies of Captains Brooks, Wharterby, 
Chambers, and Dorman, will attack the enemy’s batteries opposite to Fort Gibson. 
The parties will support each other, as circumstances may require, and as Colonel Winder may order. 
The enemy’s guns are to be spiked and dismounted; the bridge rendered impassable, all boats brought off, and 
as inany prisoners as possible taken. 
Colonel Winder will bring off his detachment from the Canada shore by daylight to-morrow. 


ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General Commanding. 


No. 34, 


Colonel Winder to Brigadier General Smyth. 
NovemMBer 25, 1812. 


Sir: ; : 
The indisposition of the officers to cross, is such, and the real difficulties, for the want of a little preparatory 


arrangement, that [ fear the issue will be disgraceful and fatal. I would venture to recommend a delay of the ex- 


pedition. 
Yours, 


WM. H. WINDER, Colonel Commanding. 


No. 35. 
Major Campbell, field officer of the day,to Brigadier General Alexander Smyth. 
Camp, nich Burrato, New York, November 27, 1812. 
Major Campbell, field officer of the day, reports to Brigadier General Alexander Smyth, commanding the 


United States’ army of the centre, that he has received no guard report from Captain Mills, commanding the guard. 
Although it may not be strictly within the province of the officer of the day, yet he has been so roe / struck 
i 


with the melancholy and desponding state of the troops, that he feels it a duty which he owes to the friendship of the 
commanding General to make to him the following statement: 
He has received from several Captains, reports or statements of the present state of their companies. 
Captain Stannard states, that, when he marched to. Lewistown, he had - = - . 92 
Since that time, he has lost by death, - - - - : ‘ ° 10 
Desertion, - - - - - ° . ° . : 2 
Sick, - - - - - - o * a ” 30 
— 42 
50 


Leaving a company of fifty strong. He further states, that many who are not teported sick, are unfit for duty, 
and that he is sure he will not be able to bring into the field more than thirty men. — : ; 
Captain Taylor reports, that he had ninety-five men. ‘They were the best looking men in the regiment, except 


Morgan’s. | : - - - - - ‘ : b - 98 men. 
le has sick, - - - : - . . ‘ ; 47 
Deserted, - : . 1 ‘ i 7 7 9 
Absent without leave, - . : a ‘ - a 1 
Unfit for service, - - ° . ‘ rn - é 9 
Dead, _- - - - - . . ‘ " 3 
Waiters sick, : « i “ ‘ 4 i 7 4 

— 59 
36 men. 


Five of whom are waiters, and two of the five are sick, leaving thirty-four men. : 

Lieutenant Payton states that, when they arrived at the present encampment, Captain Branch had eighty-seven 
able bodied effective men; now they have only thirty-eight, and six waiters, making forty-four. Forty-three, there - 
fore, are either sick or dead. 
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, Ca = Morgan arrived here with ninety-nine healthy, strong men, well calculated for fatigue. Since which 
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Leaving sixty-seven for duty. But such is the situation of those reported for duty, that he does not calculate on 

oo — than fifty men. 

aptain Sangster’s company is the most healthy. He will probably march seventy or eighty men. Captain Page 
about thirty. Our regiment will, then, when in the field, be about two hundred a a Bag strong. "Ten the 
information of the Surgeon, I am well persuaded none of those reported sick will be able to march. 

The Surgeon has now in the hospital tents at camp, about forty men, most of whom he is apprehensive will 
not survive. The balance of the sick he is obliged to permit to remain in their tents, having no room for them. 
Some have the measles, others a fever, which is becoming every day more alarming. 

rhe field officer of the day has also taken a view of the hospital tent of the 13th regiment. Five men were lying 
there dead. He was told they had been dead for twenty-four hours, and were not buried for want of coffins. “The 
sides of the tent had been forced open by the wind, and the sick men were exposed to the weather. He made in- 
quiries as to the state of the companies, and found them more distressing than those ef the 12th regiment. 

The field officer of the day begs leave to assure the General that he has no view of paralyzing the operations of 
the army, by making this report at this important "period. He will only say, that, on this and every other occasion, 


he will perform his duty. 
DAVID CAMPBELL, 
Major 12th Infantry, Field Officer of the day. 


No. 36. 
Heap Quarrers, Camp NEAR Burrato, November 27, 1812. 


The men for service in this camp, and those in the vicinity, will cook to-day two days’ provision, and have it in 


their haversacks at retreat. “ye 
At reveillee to-morrow, every soldier will put on his knapsack, shoulder his musket, and, prepared for battle, 


with flints and cartridges, will march to the navy yard, on his way to Canada. 


The boats will be ready for the embarkation. 

The tents and sick will be left under the care of guards of invalids, until a convenient time. 

Friends of your country! Ye who have “ the will to do, the heart to dare,” the moment ye have wished for has 
arrived. Think on your country’s honors torn; her rights trampled on; her sons enslaved; her infants perishing by 
the hatchet. Be strong! Be brave! And let the ruffian power of the British King cease on this continent. 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General, commanding. 


No. 37. 


Brigadier General Smyth to Colonel Winder. 
NOvEMBER 27, 1812, 


SIR: 

Captain King will communicate the order for to-morrow. Lieutenant Colonel Boerstler, with the men fit for 
service of your regiment, will attack the guard at the bridge, take it, demolish the bridge, bring off or dismount any 
light artillery found, kill the horses, take the boats, and return to our shore. 

_ The Lieutenant Colonel, with his party, having done what is directed at the bridge, may proceed up the coast, 
his boats ascending the river, to the Red House, to support Captain King and Lieutenant Angus, or act according to 


circumstances. ; 
[t is not intended to keep possession. That is not to be attempted. 


You will remain on the bank, and give directions. 


Let the wounded be hid from the public eye to-morrow. 
Let a bright look-out be kept to-day, and allow no one to pass the bridge of Conajoquaty, towards Tonawanta, 


except an officer of the army. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General, commanding. 


Copy of an order from Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to Captain King and Lieutenant Angus. 
Heap Quarters, November 27, 1812. 


The detachment under Captain King and Lieutenant Angus will go against the enemy’s batteries to-night, and 


render them useless. . 
It is not intended they should keep possession; but they will return immediately, bringing off some prisoners, 

and taking or destroying some light artillery, and killing the horses, if possible. 

It is desirable the movement of the detachment, and that under Lieutenant Colonel Boerstler, should be so 


timed that they might arrive at the same instant. 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, : 
Brigadier General, commanding. 


No. 38. 


Captain William King to Brigadier General Alexander Smyth. 
Fort Grorce, November 28, 1812. 


Dear GENERAL: . 
At the very moment that the boats (probably coming to my relief) made their appearance yesterday morning, 
d, and halted in front of the house into which I had thrown 


Major Ormsby, at the head of the British army, arrive ; 0 t 
myself, with an intention to defend it against any force not greatly superior; but, against the troops under his com- 
mand, it would have been folly to resist, and I surrendered myself and thirty men prisoners. | : 
To Captains Morgan and Sproul, and Lieutenant Houston, (the only three officers who remained with me) I refer 

, as also of the partial success of the enterprise, 


you for an account of my conduct in the attempt on the batteries : ; ite 
which, when you receive, and take into consideration that the boats had carried off the implements for spiking the 


cannon and destroying the gun carriages, I flatter myself you will be convinced I did my duty as far as circumstances 
rendered it possible. , . 

May I flatter myself you will exchange the prisoners of the forty-ninth I sent over, and which exceeds in num- 
ber those taken with me, for the men now here, the names of which I enclose you. For myself, I am less interested; 
but could I be anes for the surgeon I sent over, it would be highly gratifying. 

4 m 
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By releasing my prisoners, [ could have made my caniee ae all my men; but I deemed the measure I pursued 
more honorable, and therefore adopted it, and flatter myself it meets your approbation. 

I received a shot in the foot at the Red House. The wound itself is trifling, but having been obliged to march the 
greater part of the way from where I was taken to Chippewa, it caused considerable swelling, and to-day is painful. 
I also received a scratch on the cheek, but fear it is not even deep enough to leave a scar. 

A trip to Quebec, at this season of the year, under any circumstances, would be extremely disagreeable, but par- 
ticularly as a prisoner of war; therefore, if possible, negotiate my exchange; but whatever you may do, my dear sir. 
let the men taken with me be released. 

Should any letters come for me, under cover to you, please keep them until you know what is to be my fate. 

I am treated with a degree of politeness that entitles the officers of this garrison to my warmest gratitude. 

With high esteem, I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 


WM. KING, Captain 15th Infantry. 
General Smyru, Commanding the Army of the Centre. 


No. 39. 


Will Colonel Parker be so obliging as to state the number of the force shown by the enemy on Saturday? 


[t is impossible for Colonel Parker to state the force of the enemy opposite the troops on Saturday; but he sup- 
poses there were not less than five or six hundred. 


No. 40. 


Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to the Commanding Officer at Fort Erie. 


NoveMBER 28, 1812. 
Sir: 
You have seen a part of the hourly increasing force under my command. 
Fort Erie, to spare the effusion of blood. 


_I take this opportunity to assure you that the devastations you have witnessed have been committed by some 
sailors, not under my authority, and much against my will. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General. 
P.S. I request that Captain King may be sent over on his parole, according to treaty. 
The Commanpineo Orricer at Fort Erie. 


I propose to you the surrender ot 


No. 41. 
Brigadier General Tannehill to Brigadier General Smyth. 
Burraio, 30th November, 1812. 
Sir: 


Lam just informed by Major Mowry that you were told that I did not communicate your orders of yesterday 
to my brigade. Immediately atter receiving them I had directed my Brigade Major to take them to camp, for the 
information of the brigade, but, in a few minutes alter I gave this order, several of the field officers who had been 
ordered to command the men who had volunteered to cross into Canada, came into my quarters, who each, indi- 
vidually, read the orders. I ordered one of the field officers to the navy yard, to carry that part of your orders 
respecting the boats, into effect. I beg leave to refer you to Major Douglass for a more minute detail. 

| am, with due respect, your obedient servant, 


A. TANNEHILL, Brigadier General. 


Brigadier General Smyru. 
No. 42. 


Heap Quarters, Biack Rock, November 30, 1812. 


The Deputy Quartermaster will have four days’ provisions for 2,500 men at the navy yard, this evening, by four 
o’clock. ‘The liquor is not to be omitted. 


ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General Commanding. 
Monday, 30th November, 10} A. M. 


The Contractor shall be called on. ‘Transportation is in readiness: no delay. 
JAMES THOMAS, Deputy Quartermaster. 


No. 43. 


Heap Quarters, Brack Rock, November 30, 1812. 


‘The camp at the plains near Mr. Granger’s will be broken. ‘The sick and the camp equipage will be removed 
to Buffalo. 


The Deputy Quartermaster is charged with the execution of this order, and to provide quarters for the sick, 
whatever may be the expense. 


ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brig. Gen. Com. 
No. 44. 
Colonel Schuyler to General Smyth. 


Camp NEAR Burrato, December ist, 1812. 
Sir: 


In conformity with your desire, communicated to me by the Brigade Major, I have the honor to state that [ 
was not able yesterday morning to parade more than two hundred and fifty men, exclusive of twenty-one men de- 
tailed the preceding night for guard. ‘The number marched to the river was two hundred and seventy-one. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient, 


P. P. SCHUYLER, Colonel 13th Infantry. 
General Smytu. : 
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No. 45. 
Camp NEAR BurFrato, 2d December, 1812. 


here were marched from this encampment, on the morning of the 30th November, 1812, to the river Niagara, 
the following force, an to the consolidated 12th and 20th of United States’ infantry, viz: 

_ 1 Colonel, 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 1 Major, 1 Adjutant, 1 Surgeon, 4 Captains, 3 First Lieutenants, 6 Second 
Lieutenants, 3 Ensigns, 12 Sergeants, 21 Corporals, and 181 privates. 


THOMAS PARKE } ‘ i. §. . 
—r_ HOMAS PARKER, Colonel 12th U. S. Infantry 
Adjutant 12th and 20th Consolidated Infantry. 


No. 46. 
Return of Troops of Fourteenth Regiment, embarked on 29th November, 1812. 
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(HAS. G. BOERSTLER, 
Lieut. Col. 14th Infantry. 
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No. 47. 
port of a Corps of Artillery, stationed at Black Rock and 
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M. V. BOISAUBIN, Adjutant Reg’t Light Artillery. 





employed in taking care of those which could not be taken over. 


Burrato, December 1, 1819. 


Norr.—Of the above number, ten were 
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No. 49. 


A Return of Men under the command of Lieutenant Colonel McClure, who were embarked on Tuesday, 1st 
December, 1812. 


Captain Allison.—One lieutenant, thirty-nine non-commissioned officers and privates. Total, 40. 
Captain Moore.—One captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one ensign, ninety-three non-com- 


missioned officers and privates. ‘Total, 97. _ ; : — 
Captain Mahar.—One captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one ensign, forty non-commissioned 
officers and privates, Total, 44. 


Captain Richardson.—Absent, and all his men. - ; 
Captain Tate.—One opine, one lieutenant, six non-commissioned officers and privates. Total, 8. 
i 


Captain Walker.—One lieutenant, two privates. ‘Total, 3. : 
Captain Powers.—Not embarked; he in a short time after returned for the purpose of embarking. 


Captain Dillan.—Not embarked. ; - : 
Captain Collins. —One captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, forty-seven non-commissioned officers and privates, 


Total, 50. 
Captain Philips.—One captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, thirty-seven non-commissioned officers and privates. 


Total,¥40. 
Captain Marshall.—One captain, one lieutenant, twelve non-commissioned officers and privates. Total, 14. 


Total, 20 commissioned officers, 7 
276 non-commissioned officers and privates. 
There are now a great number of men sick and unfit for duty. 
FRANCIS McCLURE, 
Lieutenant Colonel United States’ Volunteers. 














































































































































































































< 
w 
an 
AspUnfuy YI0G PUY YE paywpyosuos uoynlpy pup junuajniavy “ALA *Y) Lusso 
“Fupumuuoyg *Yyj0% Jauojog junuaynarT ‘SaTOO ‘Vv ‘f 
= | ae ’ fhtLtET Lk. Lady. ise w ec .ete re. a 
@ |0G¢ |16h | 11 os jejtie 9L e/elelt|s|r 6|e) 1 ses B46 | GS {SLI T/ 1] OL fT) Tost 4/8) S| Tl} Tjtiit Sie) 40 | oF oad fal fad fal ad Bad fal fal fad fad ° . "(P91 
* wae we ee eee ee Re See BE AER SS ee ae C2 Se we = 
TEE Talchllelettel-be be fe ehl-de hottie eee 
ee jes: | - lel In }-|-|t]-|9}-/-|@|-|s9 49 | 9 “]Uf-]-] te pops fos frpe ial f-]-jes jritye st a oak atk tal tad oh ial atl Sb ‘doyfag juRnainor | 
| | | | aie 
rte ee |r |e fil} | ort): 1}-]t)1/e]-|-]t9 jo | 9 |-/-I-]-]e |-}-fie lelriat-|-|-ler j-jrte@ fu dejrf-jrl-t-|ed-d- delle] ° ‘parang urvjde,) 
| | | | { | | } 
wo pe 08 | - | kh ltl i-| Bt l- |e {tl-|tj-j-]-/ Ties 08 |b [-|-|-]-]e@ [-]-188 jelel-|-[-|-jee fajyry dt f- “JUptye fo fete pete te te] . : - “aopAvy, uiyde,y 
[= j | | | 7 , - 
m IED 119 | 9 [9 [-i-]E) PE JLT] al-|-|-\-}-|-fbe jee | 9 f-|-]-]-]- J[-[-je lrf-itiit-|-jor j-jije fe i be ba be ak Nal hall ; . ase winjdey 
< | | | 
fy oot se | - |e |- tl-) ar }-lel-|-]-|-!-]-|-\ee 2 |e lel-|-]-|- |-|alor j-]ulal-|-]-ler -|ale |e abd ie ; : “aagssning urejde,y 
= , | ; 
< 68 jos | h |b j- ~~) SEI TI-|Et]-|-\-|-|- [99 9 |S f-|-[tlaye [-l- let j-feltl-|-}-les |-)-;e ft faye eieieheteteisiei ' ‘uRsuogy uimde,) 
a or eae [sieke] + Feith ies leisiclogs & * See aren? Fete” Teaeroetaeees” face Pr reP EPEPEP EU iay ty: : = “PBs puv pits 
: s Se SS SRS SSSR SSC Se SE ee eee Re eS le se ee encase 
| | | 
- el elizalna tlegigidh)eculgc| » 3] Sleelsio An ticlaigichzic| titel oo! Dizn= Do] DO) > 2 
— |El@l2 F| Flies Fegegegesle =F) BITS FE FISZ FIA As FS S| FFAS SSSR: 
= 8 | % |RSS) # |S S/3/3/2\8 =/2/5|) 3 (41S is/F)8) % sis) % S(S/S/FlSl>| F 2/8) 8 | S |e SSIS S/S)2/5/3/5)° |= 
. s 5" pF PIPE IP Figi | © | | eg [elFl|l2) ° IFIP] FURIE) lol | * ele) & | BY ENS Beis’ lel) |S 
9 | |° oa | £./E/S/2/2 | "| |= Z| 2/E| Ziel] 4 ~ "BIST saQuiavagy YIS 
| | & S1S/S/= = = a g 2 ‘Ss S| “OTVAANG YVAN AKV() AHL LY 
S. ® |S\Slala: . a sis whi ¢ 
< } Slain! aie a ! — | 
= | mn tS oe | . i : a 
= ° 7 @ | i) o 
| | | i | |3I 
© | Lit! | | eae 
© “IV.LIdSOH NI “dNVKKOJ) NO “MOIS oe “MOIS “ALAG UOA 
c | ATIVa 
= — aint eenamneemen = “ALVA GNV NOLLY.LS 
5 - LINaSaV “\LNASaUd 
“sy sowmoYy.Z jauojog fo pumuwmod ay} sapun ‘fhsgunfuy .sajojig pay fo sjuaunFaa yjayan) pup yifjan) pajppyosuos ay) fo jsodoy Furatsopy 
© 
mB ‘OG “ON 












1814.) MANNER [IN WHICH THE WAR HAS BEEN CONDUCTED. 507 





No. 51. 
Lieutenant Colonel M’ Feely to General Smyth. 
Fort Nracara, December 1st, 1812. 
SiR: ; 


I beg leave to inform you, by Ensign Culverson of my regiment, (who takes charge of six deserters, arrived 
here this morning from the Canada side, near the Thirty Mile creek) of the situation of the force here. 
By the different reports of this morning, compared with those of several mornings back, I find that there has 
crept into this garrison a dreadful contagion, which upon an average carries off between three and five each day. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great esteem, your obedient servant, 


GEO. M’FEELY, Zieutenant Colonel of the 22d Infantry. 


No. 52. 
Colonel Winder to General Smyth. 


Camp Canasoquaty Creek, December 2d, 1812. 
Sir: 
I have understood that the 12th and 20th regiments have obtained permission to retire to the interior, for the 
urpose of taking up their quarters for the winter. If a permission of that kind can be granted to any of the corps, 
i pray you to extend that indulgence to the 14th. They have encountered a series of fatigue and hardship, so greatly 
beyond that of any other corps, that they not only have a claim to be relieved, but the last eight or ten days have so 
shattered the regiment, both officers and men, that repose and comfort are absolutely necessary to them. | : 

With respect to myself, if you should deem my services of importance, any where, [ shall most cheerfully yield 
them; but I beseech you to permit the balance of the regiment to retire to the interior, where vegetables and 
other food suited to recruit them can be procured. 

I was extremely anxious to visit home this winter, to have completed the adjustment of my private affairs, upon 
which, in the event of my death, a family will depend for a very slender pittance. But if objects of public service 
can beimore effectually accomplished by my remaining here, in your judgment, I shall with the utmost cheerfulness 
devote myself to the accomplishment of your wishes. ; 

. oe order will be taken with the 23d? I have only understood that they were connected with my command in 
the field. 

I called at General Tannehill’s quarters after | saw you, but he was sick in bed, and no meeting had or was to 
take place so far as I could hear. 

I am, with very sincere respect, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. WINDER, Colonel 14th Infaniry. 

Brigadier General ALEXANDER Smytu, Commanding Centre Army. 


No. 53. 
Brigadier General Tannehill to Brigadier General Smyth. 


Ar Mr. Wartson’s, Burrato, December 7th, 1812. 
Sir: 

I feel happy to inform you that my health is greatly restored, although not sufficiently so as to venture much 
out of my quarters. Major Douglass waits on yeu with an inspection return of my date brigade; respectable a few 
days since, but now reduced, by some unaccountable fatality, to less than a single regiment. You will discover from 
the return, that the officers, as well as the privates, are infected with the same dishonorable contagion—desertion. 
I am at a loss how to express my feelings on the present state of our little army. 

I am at a loss to know what can, or ought to be done with the brigade staff, field and regimental staff, and company 
officers, who have,become supernumerary. I await your special orders how I am toact on the occasion generally. The 
expenses have been too great already, without any public benefits arising, and to hold them longer would only be an 
accumulation of the same evil. 

I am, with due respect, your obedient servant, 


A. TANNEHILL, Bigadier General. 
No, 54. 


Heap Quarters, CanronMENT, WiLLiAMSvILLeE, December 8th, 1812. 


By a return of the brigade of General Tannehill, of Pennsylvania volunteers, it appears that five captains, four 
lieutenants, eleven ensigns, eighty-three sergeants, eighty-nine corporals, twenty-five musicians, and nine hundred 
and thirty privates, had revolted and deserted, leaving for duty only two hundred and sixty seven privates. 

In consequence thereof, General ‘Tannehill will be pleased to organize the remaining non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, into a battalion, under the command of Major Harriett. 

A furlough for the residue of the time for which he has been called into service is granted to Brigadier General 
Tannehill and his brigade staff. 

A furlough for the residue of this month is granted to the field officers of General Tannehill’s brigade, except 


Major Harriett; from the expiration of which furlough they shall be considered as discharged the service of the 
United States. 


By order: 


HAROLD SMYTH, 
Lieutenant 3d Artillery and Aid-de-camp. 


No. 55. 


Probable situation of troops curing the winter 1812, on the Niagara frontier, liable to vary by discharges, arrivals, 
and movements. 


Buffalo, about ° ‘ ‘ 2 


a ‘i és « - 600 
Black Rock, about - - « . ° i di « “ n 400 
Williamsville, about : - - - - - . - - 1,300 
Fort Niagara, about : - - - - - - - - 300 


Fort Grey, unknown. 
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No. 56. 
Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to the Secretary of War. 
Wyrtue Court House, February 3, 1813. 


Sir: 

I received from General Dearborn leave of absence from the army for seventy-five days, and an order to re- 
port myself at the expiration of that time to the Secretary of War. I lett the army on the 17th December, and the 
term will expire on the Ist of March. I have thought proper to inform you, that an order directed to this place will 
find me, and will be obeyed at any time. ; - 

Although I have devoted myself to the service of the United States, and all my official acts have proceeded from 
an ardent wish to serve them effectually, yet, not having hitherto succeeded, I would prefer not to appear at Wash- 
ington until I can deserve the applause of my superiors. 

I earnestly request that I may have the same command, during the ensuing campaign, I had last autumn. 

If you deem necessary an inquiry into the —T made against me, of nnsconduct on the 28th November and 
Ist December last, I pray that it may be made, and the facts reported. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General. 


The Hon. Gen. ArmstrRone. 
No. 57. 
Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to the Secretary of War. 
Wrrtue, May 11, 1813. 

Sir: 
___ [hope I shall not be considered as troublesome in requesting that you will cause an answer to be given to the 
inquiry, whether I am now considered as an officer of the army of the United States or not? 

There may, I conceive, be several constructions of the law of the last session, relative to the general staff of the 
army, as it may affect myself. 1. That I continue a Brigadier General of the line. 2. That I am an Inspector General 
with reduced rank, 3. That my appointment was a mere staff appointment, the rank only brevet rank, and, conse- 


quently, my commission as a colonel of the army, unaffected. 4. That my appointment, although a mere staff 
appointment, vacated my commission as a Colonel in the line, and that, by the late act, I have been legislated out of 


office. 
Rank in the army, I conceive, is either 1. Rank in the line. 2. Brevet rank, or rank in the staff. All rank 


that confers command is rank in the line. A promotion in the staff does not take away rank in the line. A pro- 
motion that takes away rank in the line must confer rank in the line. An officer commissioned with the rank of a 
Brigadier General, is an officer in the line. General Green, Quartermaster General, commanded as an officer of the 
ine. General Steuben, Inspector General, did also. General Hamilton, Inspector General, commanded the 
whole army. 

The late act relative to the army staff expressly provides that the Quartermaster General shall have only brevet 
rank. It has the expression “ as heretofore:” but this can have no retrospective operation. It cannot make the 
rank held by General Hamilton mere brevet rank. I have commanded, and been fully recognized by my superiors 
as an officer of the line. (See sixty-second article Rules and Articles of War. ) 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH. 
Hon. Joun Arnmstrone, Secretary of War. 
No. 58. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Robert Smith, printer, of Pittsburg, to General Smyth, dated April 3, 1813. 


** There is a number of cases combined against you; I am satisfied that prevented you from acting. Ist. The 
season was gone to, in the winter. Had you have gone over you must have been defeated. They had collected all 
their force at this point; was stronger than you could have calculated. You have done better by acting the part, 
saving the forces for the summer campaign. One thing, they and officers will be better iene will act better 


with raw troops, who come forward the present summer.” 


No. 59. 
Certificate of Lieutenant John G. Camp. 


I do certify that, for several days together, I was unable to procure either flour or whiskey from the contractor, 
and from the 25th October till 15th December, I was unable to procure salt meat more than once or twice, notwith- 
standing a general order requiring salt provisions three days in a week. Soap, the contractor has been very deficient, 
insomuc that there has been upwards of three hundred pounds due to the twelfth and twentieth infantry at a time 
not being able to get it. The kidney and suet has almost invariably been taken out before the beef was issued, an 
in no one instance have I been able to procure any vinegar in kind. Ina word, the contractor has never issued a 
complete ration to the twelfth or twentieth regiment since the 25th October, from which time I have been acting a 
quartermaster. 
Given under my hand, at Williamsville, this Ist February, 1813. 

JOHN G. CAMP, 


First Lieutenant 12th infantry, and Quartermaster 12th and 20th regiments infantry. 


No. 60. 


Copies, extracts, and memorandums, relative to the purchase of provisions. 
October 24th.—Required of the contractor a deposite of two months’ provisions (besides the current issues) for 
three thousand men, at or within a mile of the encampment at Mr. Granger’s; and of two months’ provisions for five 
hundred men (besides the current issues) at Fort Niagara. ‘To be done without the delay of a moment. 


Colonel Winder to General Smyth, 7th November, 1812. 


“* We are literally starving on this end of the line for bread, and unless the supply is more abundant, the con- 
tractors will be answerable for consequences more fatal to their country than treason.” 


November 8th.—Notified General P. B. Porter of the above, and ordered the Deputy Quartermaster to purchase 


two months’ provisions for Fort Niagara, in ten days, for five hundred men. 
November 22d.—The requisition of October 24th not being complied with, ordered the Deputy Quartermaster to 


purchase flour for five thousand troops, for two months, and deposite it at or near Buffalo. 
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Major Armistead to General Smyth, dated 22d November, 1812. 


** But my greatest concern is the want of provisions, which, if not supplied, we will inevitably have to evacuate 
the post.”” (Meaning Fort Niagara.) 


November 24th. Required rations for two thousand five hundred men, for four days, at the navy yard. 


Captain Thomas, Deputy Quartermaster, to General Smyth, dated 30th November, 1812, 10 0’clock, P. M. 


** Immediately on the receipt of your order of this morning, for the furnishing of provisions at the navy yard this 
evening, I called on the contractor, who furnished me the pork and whiskey required; thirty-five barrels of flour 
were all I could obtain, which is deposited at the navy yard.” 


N. B. Quantity required: ten barrels whiskey; thirty-eight ditto pork; sixty ditto flour. 
General Tannehill to General Smyth, 1st December, 1812. 


** There is a complaint by the regimental quartermasters, that there is no flour to be drawn.” 


No. 61 a. 
Brigadier General Smyth to General Peter B. Porter. 


Heap QuaRTERS OF THE ARMY OF THE CENTRE, NEAR Burrato, October 24, 1812. 

SiR: 
Having the command of the army of the United States on this frontier, it becomes my duty to require of you 
a deposite of provision for three thousand men for two menths, (beside the current issues) to be made within a mile 
of my present encampment; and a deposite of provisions for five hundred men, for two months (beside the current 
issues) to be made at Fort Niagara. 
This is required to be done without the delay of a moment. 
lam, sir, respectiully, your most obedient, 


ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General Commanding. 
The Contractor or his Agent. : 
A true copy. JAS. BANKHEAD, Captain and Brigade Major. 


No. 61 0. 
Colonel W. H. Winder to Brigadier General Smyth. 


Fort Niagara, November 7th, 1812. 
Sir: 

| wrote you yesterday at considerable length by Quartermaster Allison. Major Armistead deems it necessary 
to go to Black Rock, to present to you his ideas of this place in a military point of view. 

‘The Major apprehends that there is risk of enterprise against this place from the other side, and that there is 
danger of its succeeding, if attempted where the infantry are withdrawn; my opinion, you will recollect, has been, 
that the enemy would not attempt any thing against this end of the line; 1 am still of the same opinion. How far 
he might succeed, if he attempted it, would depend upon the force he employed, and the courage and firmness of the 
resistance,here. My practical knowledge of the defence of fortified places does not enable me to form an opinion 
upon the subject which would be entitled to much weight. Major Armistead is informed of my views of this place 
as detailed in my letter of the 17th October; but his views are derived more probably from his professional know- 
ledge and skill, than from general considerations. 

My own opinion is, that a successful effort on any part of the line will be a protection to this place equal to that 
of any force which might be thrown in here; because | believe the enemy, so far from thinking of attacking us, is 
exerting every nerve to evade a blow which they dread from us. 

Three vessels are just arriving, one was here before; it is not yet perceived that they bring any force. 

We are literally starving on this end of the line for bread; and, unless the supply is more abundant, the contrac- 
tors will be answerable for consequences more fatal to their country than treason. 

1 am, with very great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. H. WINDER, Colonel Commanding. 

Brigadier General ALEXANDER Suytu, Commanding Centre Irmy. 


No. 61 ¢. 
Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to Captain Thomas, Deputy Quartermaster. 


Heap Quarters, Camp NEAR Burrato, November 8th, 1812. 
Sir: 

__ You will proceed, on the day on which you receive this order, to purchase provisions for Fort Niagara; into 
which, within ten days, you will deliver rations for five hundred men for two months. 

Be pleased to consider this order as one of the most peremptory kind. Fort Niagara, if invested a week, must 
surrender from hunger. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient, 

al ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General Commanding. 
Captain Tuomas, Deputy Quartermaster. 


A true copy. JAS. BANKHEAD, Cuptain and Brigade Major. 


No. 61 d. 
Brigadier Generul Smyth to General Peter B. Porter. 


Camp near Burrato, November 8th, 1812. 
Sir: 

I have just received, from the commanding officer of Fort Niagara, a letter, in which he says “ we are literally 
starving on this end of the line for bread; and, unless the supply is more abundant, the contractors will be answer- 
able for consequences more fatal to their country than treason.” 

Very respectlully, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General Commanding. 


A true copy. JAS. BANKHEAD, Captain and Brigade Major. 


General P. B. Porrer. 
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No. 61. e. 
Brigadier General Smyth to Captain Thomas, Deputy Quartermaster. 
Heap Quarters, Camp near Burrato, November 22, 1812. 


Sir: 
You will proceed to purchase immediately, and deposite at or near Buffalo, flour for five thousand troops 


for two months, besides the current issues. 
Respectfully, your most obedient, ; ' 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brigadier General Commanding. 


P. S. You are not to hesitate about price. 
A. S. 
Capratin Tuomas, Deputy Quartermaster. 
True copy. HAROLD SMYTH, Lieutenant 3d Artillery. 


No. 61. £ 


Major Armistead to Brigadier General Smyth. 
Lewistown, November 22, 1812. 


Sir: 

I left Niagara with the intention of seeing you, but finding my horse not able to proceed, I have declined 
going. My business was to get, if possible, some ammunition for the garrison, as we nearly expended all we had 
yesterday, and which did the enemy great damage—destroyed one of their best buildings, and did the town con- 
siderable damage; sunk a schooner that was sent out of Genesee river, and dismounted several of their guns. 

It gives me extreme pleasure to inform you, that the officers behaved themselves with the greatest degree of bra- 
very. Captain Leonard was as conspicuous as to coolness and attention as I have ever seen. We, on our part, lost 
five men—three from the bursting of a gun, and two from the enemy’s fire; several wounded from careless loading. 
If possible, dear sir, send on ammunition for eighteen and six pounders, and fours; but my greatest concern is, the 
want of provisions, which, if not supplied, we will inevitably have to evacuate the post. 


I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. K. ARMISTEAD. 


General ALEx. SmyTu. . 
No. 61. &. 


Deputy Quartermaster James Thomas to Brigadier General Smyth. 
Camp at Brack Rock, half past 10 o’clock, ( Evening,) November 30, 1812. 
Sir: 
_ Immediately on the receipt of your order of this morning, for the furnishing “ of provisions at the navy yard, 
this evening,” I called on the contractor, who furnished me the pork and whiskey required. ‘Thirty-five barrels ot 


flour was all [ could obtain, which is deposited at the navy yard. 
Yours, respectfully, 
JAMES THOMAS, D. Q. 4. 


General ALex. Smyru. 


N. B. Quantity required: 10 barrels whiskey; 38 barrels pork: 60 barrels flour. 


No. 61. A. 


Brigadier General .2. Tannehill to Brigadier General Smyth. 
Burrato, December 1, 1812. 


Sir: 

Agreeably to your note of yesterday, [ have convened the commanding officers of my brigade, and consulted 
them on the posts you denominated for my command, either Buffalo, Schlosser, or Niagara; the result has been the 
choice of cantonment near Buffalo. I have directed the Quartermaster of the brigade, with the assistance of five 
officers, to examine for situation, &c. which I expect will be near our present encampment. Your approbation to 
this choice will relieve my men from much fatigue of marching to a more distant place, as also from an inclement 
season. 

There is a complaint by the regimental Quartermasters that there is no flour to be drawn. 
I am, sir, with much respect, your humble servant, 
A. TANNEHILL, 
Brig. Gen. \st Brigade Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


General ALEx. SmMyTu. 


13th Conoress. ] No. 131. (2d_ Session 





SUBSISTENCE TO THE [INHABITANTS OF MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 28, 1814. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

It has appeared, that, at the recovery of the Michigan Territory from the temporary possession of the enemy, 
the inhabitants thereof were left in so destitute and distressed a condition as to require from the public stores cer- 
tain supplies essential to their subsistence, which have been prolonged under the same necessity which called for 
them. 

The deplorable situation of the savages, thrown by the same event on the mercy and humanity of the American 
commander at Detroit, drew from the same source the means of saving them from perishing by famine; and, in other 
places, the appeals made by the wants and sufferings of that unhappy description of people have been equally im- 


rious. 
= The necessity imposed by the conduct of the enemy, in relation to the savages, of admitting their co-operation, 
in some instances, with our arms, has also involved occasional expense in supplying their wants; and it is possible 
that a perseverance of the enemy in their cruel policy may render a further expense for the like purpose inevitable. 
On these subjects an estimate from the Department of War will be laid before Congress, and I recommend a 


suitable provision for them. 
JAMES MADISON. 


February 26, 1814. 
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13th Concress.] No. 132. [3d_Sxssion. 
BOUNTIES AND PREMIUMS FOR RECRUITS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 271TH OF OcTosBeER, 1814. 
Army Pay Orrice, City or Wasuincton, September 24, 1814. 
Sir: 


Agreeably to your request, | have the honor to state, that the sum of $1,944,528 98 has been disbursed from 
this office, on account of bounties and premiums for recruits, since the 27th of January, 1814, the date of the pas- 


sage of the law increasing the bounty. The distribution of this sum, as nearly as can be well ascertained, has been 
as follows, namely: 


‘To Massachusetts, including the District of Maine, - - - : $237,400 00 
New Hampshire, - - - - : - 37,800 00 
Vermont, - - . * - . - 109,300 00 
Connecticut, - - . - ° : : 78,932 00 
Rhode Island, - - ° - - - - 1,000 00 
New York, - - - - - - 475,320 00 
New Jersey, - - * - - - - 15,000 00 
Pennsylvania, - - - - - - - 188,900 00 
Delaware, . a - . : - - 10,000 00 
Maryland, including the District of Columbia, . - - - 80,392 00 
Virginia, - . - - - - - 159,962 98 
North Carolina, - - - - - - ° 60,000 00 
South Carolina, - - - - - . - 62,800 00 
Georgia, : ° . - - - - 34,000 00 
Tennessee, - - - - - - - 98,500 00 
Kentucky, : - ° - - - - 108,000 00 
Ohio, - ° - - - - - 96,500 00 
Louisiana, - - - - - - - 63,530 00 
The Michigan Territory, - - - - - - 20,000 00 
The Mississippi Territory, - - - - - - 4,000 00 
The Indiana Territory, - - : : - - 2,000 00 

- - - . 1,492 00 


The Missouri Territory, - - 





*$1,944,828 98 








To this sum it would perhaps be no more than just to add twenty or thirty thousand dollars, of which I am not 
yet fully advised, and which of course does not now regularly appear on the books of this office. 


With sentiments of great respect, I am, sir, your most obedient, 
ROBERT BRENT, 


Paymaster of the United States’ Army. 
The Honorable Grorce M. Troup, 
Chairman of a Committee of Congress on Military Affairs. 


*See No. 133. 
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13th Coxcress. ] No. 133. [3d Session. 





IMPROVEMENT AND INCREASE OF THE MILITARY ESTABLISH MENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, NOVEMBER 5, 1814, 


Senate’s Commitree Cuamper, September 23, 1814. 
Sir: 
In obedience to instructions from the committee, appointed to take into consideration the accompanying reso- 
lution, I do myself the honor to ask information from you upon the following points: 
Ist. What are the defects in the present military establishment? 
2d. What further provisions, by oor. are deemed necessary to remedy such defects? 
Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my high consideration. 
WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 





The Honorable James Monroe, ; 
Acting Secretary for the Department of War. 


Commitree CuamBer, September 24, 1814. 
Sir: 

In obedience to instructions, from the Committee on Military Affairs, I now do myself the honor of enclosing, 
tor your consideration, a resolution of the Senate of the 23d instant,* and of requesting that, in replying to the 
inquiries made by the committee on yesterday, you will give such information, and in such manner, in relation to 
the objects of the said resolution, as you may judge advisable. 

Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my high consideration. 
WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 
The Honorable James Monror, 
Acting Secretary for the Department of War. 


DerartMent or War, October 17, 1814. 
Sir: 

The great importance of the subject, and the other duties of the Department, which could not fail to be very 
sensibly felt, at so interesting a period, by a person who had just taken charge of it, are my apology for not answer- 
ing your letter, of the 23d of September, at an earlier day, on the defects of the present military establishment. 

Jue consideration has been bestowed on the subject matter of that letter, and I have now the honor to submit to 
the committee the following report: 

1. That the present military establishment, amounting to 62,448 men, be preserved and made complete, and 
that the most efficient means authorized by the constitution, and consistent with the equal rights of our fellow -citi- 
zens, be adopted to fill the ranks, and with the least possible delay. 

2. That a permanent force, consisting of not less than 40,000 men, in addition to the present military establish- 
ment, be raised, for the defence of our cities and frontiers, under an engagement by the Executive with each corps 
that it shall be employed in that service within certain specified limits. And that a proportional augmentation of 
general officers of each grade, and other staff, be provided for. 

3. That the corps of engineers be enlarged. 

1. That the ordnance department be amended. 

Respecting the enlargement of the corps of engineers, I shall submit hereafter a more detailed communication. 

For the proposed amendment of the ordnance department, I submit a report from the senior officer in that 
department, now in this city, which is approved. 

[ shall be ready and happy to communicate such further remarks and details on these subjects as the committee 
may desire, and shall request permission to suggest, hereafter, the result of further attention to, and reflection on, 
our military establishment generally, should any thing occur which may be deemed worthy its attention. 

have the honor to be, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 


JAMES MONROE 





Honorable Wittiam B. Gites, 
Chairman of the Committee of the Senate on Military i ffairs. 


EXPLANATORY OBSERVATIONS. 


In providing a force necessary to bring this war to a happy termination, the nature of the crisis in which we are 
involved, and the extent of its dangers, claim particular attention. If the means are not fully adequate to the end, 
discomfiture must inevitably ensue. 

It may fairly be presumed that it is the object of the British Government, by striking at the principal sources of 
our prosperity, to diminish the importance, if not to destroy the political existence, of the United States. If any 
doubt remained on this subject, it has been completely removed by the despatches from our ministers at Ghent, 
which were lately laid before Congress. 

A nation contending for its existence against au enemy powerful by land and sea, favored, in a peculiar manner, 
by extraordinary events, must make great exertions, and suffer great sacrifices. Forced to contend again for our 
liberties and independence, we are called on for a display of all the patriotism which distinguished our fellow-citi- 
zens in the first great struggle. It may be fairly concluded that if the United States sacrifice any right, or make ) 
any dishonorable concession to the demands of the British Government, the spirit of the nation will be broken, and 
the foundations of their union and independence shaken. ‘The United States must relinquish no right, or perish in 
the struggle. There is no intermediate ground to rest on. A concession on one point leads directly to the sur- 
render of every other. The result of the contest cannot be doubtful. The highest confidence is entertained that 
the stronger the pressure, and the greater the danger, the more firm and vigorous will be the resistance, and the 
more successful and glorious the result. 

It is the avowed purpose of the enemy to lay waste and destroy our cities and villages, and to desolate our coast, 
of which examples have already been aftorded. It is evidently his intention to press the war along the whole extent 
of our seaboard, in the hope of exhausting equally the spirits of the people and the national resources. There is also 
reason to presume that it is the intention to press the war from Canada on the adjoining States, while attempts are 
made on the city of New York, and other important points, with a view to the vain project of dismemberment or 
subjugation. It may be inferred likewise, to be a part of the scheme, to continue to invade this part of the Union, 
while a separate force attacks the State of Louisiana, in the hope of taking possession of the city of New Orleans, 


* Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the state of preparations for the defence 
of the City of Washington, and whether any further provisions, by law, be necessary for that object. 




















IMPROVEMENT OF THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 515 


<« 


1814.) 


and of the mouth of the Mississippi, that great inlet and key to the commerce of all that apres of the United States 
lying westward of the Alleghany mountains. The peace in Europe having given to the enemy a large disposable 
ea, has essentially favored these —— . ; ; 

The advantage which a great naval superiority gives to the enemy, by enabling him to move troops from one 
quarter to another, from Maine to the Mississippi, a coast of two thousand miles extent, is very considerable. Even 
a small force, moved in this manner, for the purposes avowed by the British commanders, cannot fail to be sensibly 
felt; more especially by those who are most exposed to it. It is obvious that, if the militia are to be relied on, prin- 
cipally, for the defence of our cities and coast against these predatory and desolating incursions, wherever they may 
be made, that, by interfering with their ordinary pursuits of industry, it must be attended with serious interruption 
and loss to them, and injury to the public, while it greatly increases the expense. It is an object, therefore, of the 
highest importance, to provide a regular force with the means of transporting it from one quarter to another, along 
our coast; thereby following the movements of the enemy, with the greatest possible rapidity, and repelling the at- 
tack wherever it may be made. ‘These remarks are equally true as to the militia service generally, under the pre- 
sent organization of the militia, and the short terms of service prescribed by law. It may be stated with confidence, 
that at least three times the force, in militia, has been employed at our principal cities, along the coast and on the 
frontier, in marching to, and returning thence, that would have been necessary in regular troops; and that the ex- 
pense attending it has been more than proportionably augmented, from the difficulty, if not the impossibility of pre- 
serving the same degree of system in the militia as in the regular service. : ; 

But it will not be sufficient to repel these predatory and desolating incursions. ‘To bring the war to an honor- 
able termination, we must not be contented with defending ourselves. Different feelings must be touched, and ap- 

rehensions excited, in the British Government. By pushing the war into Canada, we secure the friendship of the 
ndian tribes, and command their services, otherwise to be turned by the enemy against us; we relieve the coast 
from the desolation which is intended for it, and we keep in our hands a safe pledge for an honorable peace. 

It follows, from this view of the subject, that it will be necessary to bring into the field, next campaign. not less 
than one hundred thousand regular troops. Such a force, aided, in extraordinary emergencies, by volunteers and 
the militia, will place us above all inquietude as to the final result of this contest, It will fix on a solid and im- 
perishable foundation, our union and independence, on which the liberties and happiness of our fellow-citizens so 
essentially depend. [t will secure to the United States an early and advantageous peace. It will arrest, in the 
further prosecution of the war, the desolation of our cities and our coast, by enabling us to retort on the enemy, 
those calamities which our citizens have been already doomed to suffer—a resort which self defence alone, and a 
sacred regard for the rights and honor of the nation, could induce the United States to adopt. 

The return of the regular force now in service, laid before you, will show how many men will be necessary to 
fill the present corps; and the return of the numerical force of the present military establishment will show how 
many are required to complete it to the number proposed. ‘The next and most important inquiry is, how shall these 
men be raised? Under existing circumstances, it is evident that the most prompt and efficient mode that can be 
devised, consistent with the equal rights of every citizen, ought to be adopted. The following plans are respect- 
fully submitted to the consideration of the committee. Being distinct in their nature, I will present each separately, 
with the considerations applicable to it. 





FIRST PLAN. 


Let the free male population of the United States, between eighteen and forty-five years, be formed into classes 
of one hundred men each, and let each class furnish four men for the war, within thirty days after the classification, 
and replace them in the event of casualty. . 

The classification to be formed with a view to the equal distribution of property among the several classes. 

If any class fails to provide the men required of it, within the time specified, they shall be raised by draught on 
the whole class, any person, thus draughted, being allowed to furnish a substitute. ” 

The present bounty in land to be allowed to each recruit, and the present bounty in money, which is paid to each 
recruit by the United States, to be paid to each draught by all the inhabitants within the precinct of the class within 
which the draught may be made, equally, according to the value of the property which they may respectively pos- 
sess; and if such bounty be not paid within days, the same to be levied on all the taxable property of the said 
inhabitants; and, in like manner, the bounty, whatever it may be, which may be employed in raising a recruit, to 
avoid a draught, to be assessed on the taxable property of the whole precinct. ‘ 

The recruits to be delivered over to the recruiting officer in each district, to be marched to such places of general 
rendezvous as may be designated by the Department of War. as 

That this plan will be efficient cannot be doubted. It is evident that the men contemplated may soon be raised 
by it. Three modes occur by which it may be carried into effect: Ist, By placing the execution of it in the hands 
of the county courts throughout the United States: 2d. By relying on the militia officers in each county: 3d. By 
appointing particular persons for that purpose in every county. It is believed that either of these modes would be 
found adequate. 

Nor does there appear to be any well founded objection to the right in Congress to adopt this plan, or to its 
equality in its application te our fellow-citizens individually. Congress have a right, by the constitution, to raise 
regular armies, and no restraint is imposed on the exercise of it, except in the provisions which are intended to guard 
generally against the abuse of power, with none of which does this plan interfere. It is proposed that it shall ope- 
rate on all alike; that none shall be exempted from it except the Chief Magistrate of the United States, and the 
Governors of the several States. 

It would be absurd to suppose that Congress could not carry this power into effect, otherwise than by accepting 
the voluntary service of individuals. It might happen that an army could not be raised in that mode, whence the 
power would have been granted in vain. The safety of the State might depend on such an army. Long continued 
invasions, conducted by regular, well disciptined troops, can best be repelled by troops kept constantly in the field, 
and equally well disciplined. Courage in an army is, in a great measure, mechanical. A small body, well trained, 
accustomed to action, gallantly led on, often breaks three or four times the number of more respectable and more 
brave, but raw and undisciplined troops. The sense of danger is diminished by frequent exposure to it, without 
harm; and confidence, even in the timid, is inspired by a knowledge that reliance may be placed on others, which 
can grow up only by service together. ‘The grant to Congress to raise armies, was made with a knowledge of all 
these circumstances, and with an intention that it should take effect. The framers of the constitution, and the 
States who ratified it, knew the advantage which an enemy might have over us, by regular forces, and intended to 
place their country on an equal footing. 

The idea that the United States cannot raise a regular army in any other mode than by accepting the voluntary 
service of individuals, is believed to be repugnant to the uniform construction of all grants of power, and equally so 
to the first principles and leading objects of the federal compact. An unqualified grant of power gives the means 
necessary to carry it into effect. This is an universal maxim, which admits of no exception. Equal: 





y true is it, that 
the conservation of the State is a duty paramount to all others. The commonwealth has a right to the service ot 
all its citizens; or, rather, the citizens composing the commonwealth have a right, collectively and in dividually, to 
the service of each other, to repel any danger which may be menaced. ‘The manner in which the service is to be 
apportioned among the citizens, and rendered by them, are objects of legislation. All| that is to be dreaded in such 
case, is, the abuse of power; and, happily, our constitution has provided ample security against that evil. 
In support of this right in Congress, the militia service affords a conclusive proof and striking example. The 
organization of the militia is an act of public authority, not a voluntary association. The service required must be 
erformed by all, under penalties, which delinquents pay. The generous and patriotic perform them cheerfully. 
n the alacrity with which the call of the Government has been obeyed, and the cheerfulness with which the service 
has been performed throughout the United States, by the great body of the militia, there is abundant cause to re- 
joice in the strength of our republican institutions, and in the virtue of the people. 
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The plan proposed is not more compulsive than the militia service, while it is free from most of the objections 
toit. The militia service calls from home, for long terms, whole districts of country. None can elude the call. 
Few can avoid the service; and those who do are compelled to pay great sums for substitutes. This plan fixes on 
no one personally, and opens to all who choose it a chance of declining the service. It is a principal object of this 
plan to engage in the defence of the State the unmarried and youthful, who can best defend it, ond best be spared 
and to secure to those who render this important service an adequate compensation from the voluntary contributions 
of the more wealthy, in every class. Great confidence is entertained that such contribution will be made in time 
~ avoid a draught. Indeed, it is believed to be the necessary and inevitable tendency of this plan to produce that 
effect. 

The limited powers which the United States have in organizing the militia may be urged as an argument against 
their right to raise regular troops in the mode proposed. Uf any argument could be drawn from that circumstance 
I should suppose that it would be in favor of an opposite conclusion. ‘The power of the United States over the mi- 
litia has been limited, and that for raising regular armies granted without limitation. ‘There was doubtless some 
object in this arrangement. ‘The fair inference seems to be, that it was made on great consideration; that the limi- 
tation, in the first instance, was intentional, the consequence of the unqualified grant in the second. But it is said, 
that, by drawing the men from the militia service into the regular army, and putting them under regular officers, 
you violate a principle of the constitution, which provides that the militia shall be commanded by their own offi- 
cers. If this was the fact, the conclusion would follow. But it is not the fact. The men are not drawn from 
the militia, but from the population of the country. When they enlist voluntarily, it is not as militia men that 
they act, but as citizens. If they are draughted, it must be in the same sense. In both instances, they are enrolled 
in the militia corps; but that, as is presumed, cannot prevent the voluntary act in the one instance or the compul - 
sive in the other. ‘The whole population of the United States, within certain ages, belong to these corps. If the 
United States could not form regular armies from them, they could raise none. 

In proposing a draught as one of the modes of raising men, in case of actual necessity, in the present great emer- 
gency of the country, | have thought it my duty te examine such objections to it as occurred, particularly those of 
a constitutional nature. It is from my sacred regard for the principles of our constitution, that | have ventured 
to trouble the committee with any remarks on this part of the subject. 

Should it appear that this mode of raising recruits was justly objectionable, on account of the tax on property, 
from difficulties which may be apprehended in the execution, or from other causes, it may be advisable to decline 
the tax, and for the Government to pay the whole bounty. In this case, it is proposed that, in lieu of the present 
bounty, the sum of fifty dollars be allowed to each recruit or draught, at the time of his engagement, and one hundred 
acres of land in addition to the present bounty in land, for every year that the war may continue. 

It is impossible to state, with mathematical accuracy, the number which will be raised by the ratio of 4 to 100, 
or 1 to 25, nor is it necessary. It is probable that it will be rather more than sufficient to fill the present corps. 
The extra number, in that case, may form a part of the local force in contemplation, a power to that effect being 
given to the President. 

No radical change in the present military establishment is proposed. Should any modification be found neces- 
sary, on further consideration, it will form the subject of a separate communication. It is thought advisable, in gen- 
eral, to preserve the corps in their present form, and to fill them with new recruits, in the manner stated. All these 
corps have already seen service, and many of them acquired in active scenes much experience and useful know- 
ledge. By preserving them in their present form, and under their present officers, and filling them with new re- 
cruits, the improvement of the latter will be rapid. In two or three months, it will be difficult to distinguish be- 
tween the new and old levies. 

The additional force to be provided amounts to forty thousand men. Of this it is proposed that local corps be 
raised, to consist partly of infantry, partly of mounted men, and partly of artillery. There is reason to beiieve 
that such corps may be raised in the principal cities, and even on the frontiers, to serve for the war, under an en- 
gagement as to the limit beyond which they shoutd not be carried. Every able bodied citizen is willing and ready 
to tight for his home, his family, and his country, when invaded. Of this we have seen in the present year the most 
honorable and gratifying proofs. It does not snit all, however, to go great distances from home. ‘This generous 
and patriotic spirit may be taken advantage of, under proper arrangements, with the happiest effects to the country, 
and without essential inconvenience to the parties. 

‘The officers who may be appointed to command these corps should be charged with recruiting them. Local defence 
being their sole object, it may be presumed that the corps will soon be raised. Patriotism alone will furnish a very 

werlul motive. It seems reasonable, however, that some recompense should be made to those who relieve others 
from the burthen; one hundred acres of land and fifty dollars to each recruit will, it is presumed, be deemed 
sufficient. . . . : 

It is proposed that this additional force shall form a part of any plan that may be adopted. 


SECOND PLAN. 


This plan consists of a classification of the militia, and the extension of their terms of service. 

Let the whole militia of the United States be divided into the following classes, viz. 

All free male persons, capable of service, between the ages of 18 and 25, into one class; all those between the 
ages of 25 and 32, into another class; and those between 32 and 45, into a third class. 

It is proposed, also, that the President shall have power to call into service any portion of either of these 
classes which, in his judgment, the exigencies of the country may require, to remain in service two years from the 
time each corps shall be assembled at the appointed place of rendezvous. 

It is believed that a shorter term than two years would not give to these corps the efficiency in military opera- 
tions that is desired, and deemed indispensable; nor avoid the evils that are so sensibly felt, and generally com- 
plained of, under the present arrangement. It requires two campaigns to make a complete soldier, especially where 
the corps, officers, and men, are alike raw and inexperienced. In the interim, the numbers must be multiplied, to 
supply the defect of discipline; and it requires the extension of the term of service, to avoul the additional propor- 
tional augmentation of having so many in the field at the same time, in marching to the frontier, and returning from it. 
The inconvenience to the parties, and loss to the community, in other respects, need not be repeated. It is proper 
to add, only, that, if substitutes are allowed in this service, it must put an end to the recruiting of men for the re- 
gular army, especially the old corps. Of the justice of this remark what has occurred in the present year has 
furnished full proof. It follows that, if this plan is adopted, the militia must be relied on principally, if not alto- 
gether, in the farther prosecution of the war. : aie 

The additional force for local service, amounting to forty thousand men, will likewise form a part, as already 
observed, of this plan. 

THIRD PLAN. 


It is proposed by this plan to exempt every five men from militia service, who shall find one to serve for the 
war. It is probable that some recruits might be raised in this mode, in most or all of the States. But it is appre- 
hended that it would prevent recruiting in every other mode, by the high bounty which some of the wealthy might 
give. The consequence would probably be very injurious, as it is not believed that any great number could be 
raised in this mode. 

FOURTH PLAN. 


Should all the preceding plans be found objectionable, it remains that the present system of recruiting be ad- 
hered to, with an augmentation of the bounty in land. Should this be preferred, it is advised that, in addition to 
the 160 acres of land now given, 100 be allowed annually for every year while the war lasts. 
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These plans are thought more deserving the attention of the committee than any that have occurred. The first, 
for the reasons stated, is preferred. It is believed that it will be found more efficient against the enemy, less ex- 
pensive to the public, and less burthensome on our fellow-citizens. 

It has likewise the venerable sanction of our Revolution. In that great struggle, resort was had to this expedient 
for filling the ranks of our regular army, and with decisive effect. 

It is not intended by these remarks, should the first plan be adopted, to dispense altogether with the service of 
Although the principal burthen of the war may thereby be taken from the militia, reliance must stil! 
be placed on them for important aids, especially in cases of sudden invasion. For this purpose it will still be advi- 
sable that the men be classed according to age, and that their term of service be prolonged. Even should this plan 
be attended vith all the advantages expected of it, such an arrangement could not fail to produce the happiest effect. 
The proof which it would afford of the impregnable strength of the country, of the patient virtue and invincible 
spirit of the peopie, would admonish the enemy how vain and fruitless his invasions must be, and might dispose him 
toa speedy, just, and honorable peace. 

Of the very important services already rendered by the militia, even under the present organization, too much 
cannot be said. If the United States make the exertion which is proposed, it is probable that the contcst will soon 
be atan end. Itcannot be doubted that it is in their power to expel the British forces from this continent, should 
the British Government, by persevering in its unjust demands, make that an object with the American people. 
Against our united and vigorous efforts, the resistance of the enemy will soon become light and feeble. Success in 
every fair and honorable claim is within our easy grasp. And surely the United States have every possible induce- 
ment to make the effort necessary to secure it. I should insult the understanding, and wound the feelings of the 
committee, if I touched on the calamities incident to defeat. Dangers which are remote, and can never be realized, 
excite no alarm with a gallant and generous people. _ But the advantages of success have a fair claim to their delibe- 
rate consideration. The effort which we have already made has attracted the attention and extorted the praise of 
other nations. Already have most of the absurd theories and_ idle speculations on our system of government been 
refuted and put down. We are now felt and respected as a Power, and it is the dread which the enemy extertains 
of our vast resources and growing importance, that has induced him to push the war against us, after its professed 
objects had ceased. Success by the discomfiture of his schemes, and the attainment of an honorable peace, will 
place the United States on higher ground, in the opinion of the world, than they have held at any former period. In 
future wars, their commerce will be permitted to take its lawful range unmolested. Their remonstrances to foreign 
Governments will not again be put aside unheeded. Few will be presented, because there will seldom be occasion 
for them. Our union, founded on interest and affection, will have acquired new strength by the proof it will have 
afforded of the important advantages attending it. Respected abroad, and happy at home, the United States will 
have accomplished the great objects for which they have so long contended. Asa nation, they will have little to 


dread: as a people, little to desire. 


the militia. 


Extract from Marshall’s Life of Washington, volume 4th, page 241. 


** In general, the Assemblies of the States followed the example of Congress, and apportioned on the several 
counties or towns within the State, the quota to be furnished by each. ‘This division of the State was again to be 
subdivided into classes, and each class was to furnish a man by contributions or taxes imposed on itself. In some 
instances, 2 draught was to be used in the last resort; in others, the man was to be recruited by persons appointed 
for that purpose, and the class to be taxed with the sum given for his bounty.” 


Extract from Ramsey's Life of Washington, 2d volume, page 246. 


** Where voluntary enlistments fell short of the proposed number, the deficiencies were, by the laws of several 
States, to be made up by draught on lots from the militia. The towns in New England, and the counties in the 
middle States, were respectively called on for a specified number of men. Such was the zeal of the people in New 
England, that neighbors would often elect together to engage one of their number to go into the army. Mary- 
land directed her Lieutenants of counties to class all the property in their respective counties into as man 
equal classes as there were men wanted, and each class was by law obliged, within ten days thereafter, to furnis 
an able-bodied recruit during the war; and in case of their neglecting or refusing to do so, the county Lieutenants 
were authorized to procure men at their expense, at any rate not exceeding fifteen pounds in every hundred pounds? 
worth of property classed agreeably to law. Virginia also classed her citizens, and called upon the respective classes 
for every fifteenth man for public service. Pennsylvania concentered the requisite power in the President, Mr. 
Reed, and authorized him to decree forth the resources of the State, under certain limitations, and, if necessary, to 
a — law over the State. The execution of these arrangements, although uncommonly vigorous, lagged 
far behind.’ 


SenATE’s ComMiTTEE CuaMBeErR, October 19, 1814. 


SIR: 

I lost not a moment in laying before the Committee of the Senate on Military Affairs the report you did me 
the honor to address to me on the 17th, and received on the 18th instant, in reply to a former communication: and 
after the most respectful consideration of that report, | am instructed by the committee to ask from you further 
information upon the following points: 

ist. Whether any defects have been heretofore discovered in the existing provisions for filling the ranks of the 


regular army? If so, what are the defects? 
2d. In what mode, in the opinion of the War Department, could such defects be best remedied by legislative 


wrovisions? : 

3d. The committee also request an outline of the plan for raising the 40,000 men proposed by your report, and 

particularly how far limitations are proposed to be imposed by law upon;the President of the United States, in the 
application of that force? 

have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant. 

WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 


The Hon. James Monrog, Secretary for the Department of Var. 


War Deparrment, October 21, 1814. 


Sir: 

In reply to_your letter of yesterday, I -have to state that 1 shall have the honor of an interview with the 
Committee of the Senate on Military Affairs, at half after nine o’clock to morrow morning, atthe house in which Con- 
gress holds its session. I shall then be happy to communicate to the committee the views of this Department on the 


subjects adverted to in your letter. : } 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 


Honorable W. B. Gites, Senate U. S. 


66 ™m 





_ 
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Sevate’s Commirrer CuamBer, October 21, 1814. 
SIR: 

i have this moment received your letter of the same date herewith, probably by mistake; and immediately 
submitted its contents to the Committee on Military Affairs, by whom I am instructed to inform you, that the com- 
mittee will be happy to receive your personal attendance to-morrow morning, at the time and for the objects men- 
tioned in your letter. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. B. GILES, Chairm 
. : » » ° . W—e & an, 
line Honorable James Monrox, Secretary for the Department of War. 


Apsuranr Anb INspecrok Generaw’s Orrick, Wasnincron, October 22. 1814. 
Sir: . ; ; » aoa . 
By direction of the Secretary of War, { have the honor to euclose herewith an abstract of the general return 


of the army of the United States, to October Ist, 1814. Should the committee require a more general return, simi- 
lar to the one furnished the Military Committee of the House, it could be furnished in the course of the next week. 


Lam, sir, yours, respectfully, 
ign JOHN R. BELL, Assistant Inspector General. 
Honorable Mr. Gites, Senate, Washington. 


Return of the whole number of Recruits enlisted, agreeably to the act of Congress, passed 27th January, 1814, for 
the several Corps and Regiments of the Army, from 1st February to 30th September, 1814, inclusive; agreeably 
io the returns received at this Office. 
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Regiment light artillery, . . : . 342 |} 25th regimentinfantry, . : : . 310 
Regiment light dragoons, . ‘ ° . 174 |} 26th ditto, ‘ ’ : . 165 
Corps of artillery, . ‘ ° ; . 345 || 27th ditto, ‘ ‘ 2 . 550 
ist regiment infantry, ‘ ‘ ° . 91 |} 28th ditto, , ; i . 146 
2d ditto, ° ° ° - 46 || 29th ditto, P i . . 503 
3d ditto, ‘ . ‘ ‘ 5 || 30th ditto, ‘ ‘ . | O74 
4th ditto, ° , ° . 158 |} 3st ditto, ‘ : . . 161 
5th litte, . ‘ e - 215 |} 32d ditto, , : : _ 8 
6th ditto, e , , . 180 || 33d ditto, ‘ ; 7 . 181 
7th ditto, ° . ; . 143 || 34th ditto, ‘ ‘ ; . 441 
8th ditto, : . . - 210 || 35th ditto, . , 3 . 362 
9th ditto, ‘ . . . 215 || 36th ditto, ° ; , . 136 
10th ditto, ‘ ; : . 205 || 37th ditto, : 7 : . 330 
llth ditto, ‘ ‘ , . 194 |} 38th ditto, ’ : : . 206 
12th ditto, r 4 ‘ . 159 |} 39th ditto, . z . _ 192 

13th ditto, ‘ ° ° . 330 || 40th ditto. 
14th ditto, ‘ . ‘ . 180 |} 4Ist ditto, ‘ ? : _ 223 
15th ditto, ° ‘ ° - 213 42d ditto, . : . . 188 
16th ditto, . , ° . 262 |} 43d ditto, ° ; ; . 122 
17th ditto, , . . . 262 |} 44th ditto, , ; , . 292 
18th ditto, . , , . 82 |] 45th ditto, ; ; . . B44 

19th ditto, ‘ , ; . 346 |} 46th ditto. 
20th ditto, ‘ ‘ ‘ . 153 Ist rifle regiment, ‘ : : . 148 
2Ist ditto, ‘ ° . . 198 2d = ditto, . ‘ : . 172 
22d ditto, . ; ‘ . 162 3d_—s ditto, y . ¥ _ 194 
23d ditto, ‘ , . . 323 ith ditto, ; ; : _ 7 
24th ditto, , ; ; . 108 gna 
Total, ‘ ° - 9,991 


It will be perceived that, from two of the above regiments, no return of recruits has been received: from many 
of them the returns for September have not been received. ‘The whole number of recruits made since the passage 
of the law above referred to, to the present time, may be estimated at 1500 more than the above return. 


ApjUTANT AND INspecTor GENERAL’s Orrice, October 26, 1814. 
JOHN R. BELL, “Assistant Inspector General. 


Norre.—For a further and more accurate return, see No. 134. 


Senare’s Commrrree Cuamper, October 24, 1814. 
SIR: 

The Committee of the Senate on Military Affairs being extremely anxious to come to a final determination upon 
the objects of its appointment, and deeming some further intormation from your Department essential to enable it to 
determine correctly, has instructed me to ask for information on the following points: 

ist. ‘To what causes is the failure in the recruiting service, heretofore, properly attributable? 
2d. Has such failure arisen from any failure to place the requisite sums of money in the hands of the recruiting 
officers; or has it arisen from the indisposition of the citizens to enlist? | . 
Any other information within your Department, tending to throw light upon this subject, would be particularly 
acceptable to the committee. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 
The Hon. James Monroe, Secretary for the Department of War. 


War Deparrmentr, October 26, 1814, 
Sik: 

In reply to the letter which I received from you of the 24th, I have the honor to transmit to you a report of the 
Paymaster General, of the sums of money advanced on account of the recruiting service, since the 27th of January 
last. I also transmit a return of the number of men recruited within that time. A more detailed return, showing how 
many have been recruited in each month, in each regiment, shall be furnished as soon as it can be prepared. 

By these returns it appears that more money has been advanced on account of the recruiting service than was 
sufficient to raise a much greater number of men than has been recruited. A considerable sum remains to be ac- 
counted for by the recruiting officers. Whether any of them failed in their duty, is an object of inquiry for this De- 
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partment, which will not be neglected. I have been too short a time in it to make myself thoroughly acquainted with 
their conduct in this respect. By these returns, it would follow that the failure in the recruiting service was not 
owing to the want of money, if it was certain that the recruiting officers had in all instances done their duty; and 
that the money had been distributed in those quarters of our country where it would have been most easy to obtain 
recruits. How far the failure ought to be attributed to either of those causes, it is not in my power to state. 

From the view which I have taken of the subject, founded on the best information I have been able to collect, I 
am led to believe that the failure in the recruiting service has been owing, in most of the States, principally to the 
high bounty given for substitutes by the detached militia. : 

Many of the militia detached for six months have given a greater sum for substitutes than the bounty allowed by 
the United States for a recruit to serve for the war. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant. 


JAS. MONROE. 
The Hon Wo. B. Gites, Chairman, &c. 


Army Pay Orrice, Crry of Wasuinoton, October 26th, 1814. 


The Paymaster of the army of the United States, to whom has been referred the letier from the honorable the 
Chairman of the Committee of the Senate on Military Affairs to the Secretary of War, under date of October 
24th, 1814, has the honor to report: 

Ist. That the books of this office exhibit the disbursement of two millions and twelve thousand four hundred and 
thirty-nine dollars and thirty-three cents, on account of bounties and premiums for recruits, between the 27th of 
January, 1814, the date of the passage of the law increasing the bounty, and the date hereof: the distribution of this 
sum, as nearly as can be well ascertained, has been as follows, viz: 


To Massachusetts, including the District To North Carolina, - - - 60,000 00 

of Maine, - - - - 237,400 00 || To South Carolina, - - - 72,800 00 
To New Hampsiure, - - - 37,800 00 || ‘To Georgia, - - - - 34,000 00 
To Vermont, - - - - 109,300 00 || To Tennessee, - - - - 98,500 00 
To Connecticut, - - - - 78,932 00 || To Kentucky, - - - - 108,000 00 
To Rhode Island, - - - 1,000 00 || ‘To Ohio, - - - - 96,000 00 
To New York, - - - - 495,320 00 || To Louisiana, - - + - 83,530 00 
To New Jersey, - - - - 15,000 00 || ‘To the Michigan Territory, - - 20,000 00 
To Pennsylvania, - - - 190,900 00 || ‘To the Mississippi Territory,  - - 4,000 00 
To Delaware, - - - - 10,000 00 || ‘To the Indiana Tossitary - - 2,000 00 
To Maryland, including the District of To Missouri Territory, - . 1,492 00 

Columbia, - . - - 95,002 35 <a<enepEniaenneie 
To Virginia, - - - - 160,962 98 *$2,012,439 33 











2d. That pressing calls for very considerable sums of money for the recruiting service have been made on him for 
about three months past, which he has been able but partially to supply. 


Respectfully, 
ROBERT BRENT, P. M. U. S. Army. 


The Hon James Monror, Secretary of War. 


War Deparrment, October 29th, 1814. 
Sir: 

Enclosed is an abstract of the law establishing the Ordnance Department, and also of the bill now prepared 
for the new organization of that department, which will give you a view of the contemplated changes in, and en- 
largements of, the duties and powers of that department. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
' JAS. MONROE. 
The Hon. Witiiam B. Gites, Chairman of the Military Committee of the Senate. 


* See No. 132. 





13th Coneress. | No. 134. [3d Session. 


RETURN OF ENLISTMENTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, ON THE LOTH OF NOVEMBER, 1814. 


War Department, November 10, 1814. 
SIR: 

Since | had the honor to eaclose to you a statement of the number of men who have been recruited in the 
army of the United States during the present year, I have received a further statement from the Assistant Inspector 
General, attached to this Departrnent. : 

This report shows more satisfactorily the expenditure of the money which has been advanced on that account, 
and number of men raised. The same data cannot, however, be adopted in estimating the future progress in 
recruiting, a considerable number of those who were recruited having been re-enlisted from the old corps. That 
resource has been exhausted. ‘To form an estimate of the probable future success, we must take into consideration 
only those who were raised from the country, which is probably the number included in this return. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAS. MONROE, 
Honorable Mr. Gries, Chairman, &c. 
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ADJUTANT AND INspector GENERAL’s OFFIcE, 
Wasutinotron Ciry, November 2d, 1814. 


Sir: 

‘The deranged state of the papers of this office by the late removals rendered it impracticable for me, when I 
submitted the hasty estimate on the 26th October, * to have recourse to all the documents of the recruits made within 
the present year. Ona further examination, the enclosed is submitted. 

it may be necessary, with a view to your better information, to accompany the return I now have the honor to 
transmit, with some explanatory observations. The difficulty under which this office has labored, from the want of 
regular recruiting returns, has been considerable, and necessarily occasions the general return to be inaccurate and 
unsatisfactory. No pains, however, have been spared to render the accompanying document as accurate as it can 
be made from the data which the files of this office afford. 

[In January last, large sums of money were put into the hands of commanders of regiments and corps, for the purpose 
of re-enlisting the men whose terms of Service were about to expire. These-were the soldiers enlisted for the addi- 
tional army of 1808, and those of 1812 enlisted for twelve and eighteen months. This money was distributed among 
the officers commanding companies, who employed it to its full extent in the re-enlistment of their men, who, at the 
next muster, were returned on the muster ro!ls as re-enlisted. Satisfied as the officers seem to have been with this 
species of return, they made no special one to this office of those they had thus re-enlisted. 

indeed the entire want of some returns, and the irregularity and defectiveness of others, render it extremely 
difficult to form a correct idea of the manner in which the public money has been expended. By way of illustra- 
tion, | would refer you to the 46th regiment, of which no recruiting returns whatever have yet been made, when it 
is known by the army returns that this regivhent contains 230 men, and to the 32d regiment, of which there is a 
return of only 42 men, when it is known, through the same channel, that it now contains more than 300. From 
this, the difficulty of ascertaining, immediately, to what amount, if any, officers entrusted with public money have 
been guilty of defalcation, must be evident. On this subject, however, it may be proper to remark, that there exist 
no grounds for suspecting any defalcations: for, although the returns do not show all the recruits enlisted, and by 
whom, yet the general return, exhibiting the strength of armies and corps, compared with that of last year, shows 
plainly that the number of men raised corresponds with sufficient exactness with the money issued for that purpose. 

‘The Paymaster of the army has issued, up to the 26th October, on account of bounties and premiums, $2,012, 439, 
which, supposing 3,000 men to have received the second moiety of their bounty, (an estimate, it is believed, suffi- 
ciently moderate) would raise 30,023 men. By the return communicated to the committee in a letter from the 
Secretary of War of the Ist January last, the effective force of the army was then 5012. But, by the general return 
of the 30th of September, which embraces no return ofa later date than August, it appears the strength of the army 
was then 34,029; from which it is evident that 26,017 men at least, must have been raised since January last. I say 
at least, because the casualties of deaths, desertions, and discharges, during the campaign, are not included. This 
number would require the sum of 1,613,054 dollars. Now, estimating the casualties during the campaign at 3,000 
men, which, to raise them, would require $186,000, and adding to this the second moiety, which is presumed to have 
been paid to 3,000 men, viz: $150,000, it is clear that, to raise the men borne on the return, it was necessary to 
expend 31,949,054. This will leave $63,385 in the hands of the recruiting officers, nearly the whole of which must 
have been since expended in the recruiting service. 

With much respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN R. BELL, /nspector General. 


* Sce No. 155 
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isth Coxcress.] No. 135. [Sd SEssIon. 


APPORTIONMENT OF A DETACHMENT OF 80,000 MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, NOVEMBER 12, 1814: 
The bill ** to authorize the President of the United States to call upon the several States and ‘Territories thereot for 


their respective quotas of thousand men, for the defence of the frontiers of the United States,” being 
under consideration. 





An Estimate of the apportionment of eighty thousand Militia amongst the several States and Territories. 






































| 
Repre- | Upon the | Free white males| Upon the princi- Aggregate includ,|Upon the principle 
senta- | principle | of sixteen and] ple of the white | ing officers of alll| of the aggregate 
tion. of the ra-} under forty-five} male inhabitants} grades, from the| from the latest 
tio of re-| years. between the ages| latest returns of} returns of the mi- 
presenta- of sixteen & for-| the militia of the | litia of the Unit- 
tion. ty-five. United States. | ed States. 

State of New Hampshire, 6 2,580 42,732 3,100 24,938 2,803 
Massachusetts, 20 8,605 138,349 10,036 70,527 | 7,930 
Vermont, - 6 2,580 41,775 3,032 20,273 2,280 
Rhode Island, - 2 860 15,155 1,100 8,010 900 
Connecticut, - 7 3,010 51,266 3,720 17,551 1,973 
New York, - 27 11,615 170,944 12,405 98,606 11,086 
New Jersey, - 6 2,580 42,553 3,087 33,765 3,796 
Pennsylvania, - 23 9,895 146,786 10,652 99,414 11,177 
Delaware, - 2 860 11,068 803 7,451 837 
Maryland, - 9 3,870 46,783 3,395 32,189 3,620 
Virginia, - 23 9,895 106,062 7,697 69,416 7,805 
North Carolina, 13 5,590 71,877 5,217 50,992 5,734 
South Carolina, 9 _ 3,870 39,557 2,870 33,729 3,792 
Georgia, : 6 2,580 25,811 1,875 25,729 | 2,893 
Kentucky, - 10 4,300 55,431 4,025 44,122 4,995 
Tennessee, - 6 2,580 37,488 2,720 29,183 | 3,281 
Ohio, - 6 2,580 39,426 2,860 35,275 3,965 
Louisiana, | 130 5,900 428 Noreturn. | 

Ferritory of Mississippi, l 130 3,940 383 5,291 595 

Missouri, - 1 130 2,800 203 No return. | 
Indiana, - 1 130 4,108 297 4,790 538 
[llinois, - l 130 1,947 145 No return. | 
~ Michigan, - - - 679 50 | Noreturn, | 
a | 
186 80,000 1,102,437 80,000 | 711,551 30,000 
13th ConcueEss. } No. 136. [3d Session. 





SYSTEM OF DISCIPLINE FOR THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 23D OF NOVEMBER, 1814. 


War Department, November 22, 1814. 


lhe Secretary of War, to whom was referred the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 10th instant, re- 
questing information whether the army of the United States was trained by any uniform system of discipline, 
and, if not, what were the causes that have prevented it; and, whether any lesichative provision was necessary to 
effect the same, has the honor to report: 


Ist. That no uniform system of discipline has heretofore been practised in training the armies of the United 
States, either in line, by battalion. or company. 

2d. That, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, it would be advisable to institute a board of general and field 
officers, to digest, and report to this Department, a system of discipline for the army of the United States, which 
report, when approved by the President of the United States, should be carried into iinmediate effect, under the 
orders of this Department. . 

3d. That the sanction of Congress, by a resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives, to this measure, 
if not absolutely necessary, in consideration of the powers already vested in this Department by law, would, never- 


theless, have a very salutary effect. 
; JAMES MONROE. 
lhe Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. . 
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CAPTURE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 29TH OF NOVEMBER, 1814, 


In rue House or Representatives or THE Unrrep States, 
23d of September, 1814. 





Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the causes of the success of the enemy in his recent 
enterprises against this metropolis, and the neighboring town of Alexandria; and into the manner in which the pub- 
lic buildings and property were destroyed, and the amount thereof, and that they have power to send for persons 


and papers. 
Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, Mr- Lowndes, Mr. Stockton, Mr. Miller, Mr. Goldsborough, Mr. Barbour, and 


Mr. Pickens, were appointed the said committee. 


Mr. R. M. Jounson made the following report: 


The committee charged with an inquiry so intimately concerning the character of administration, the sensibility of 
the nation, and the honor of its arms, as the causes of the success of the enemy in his recent enterprises against 
this metropolis, &c. have endeavored to combine despatch with effect, in the manner in which they have collect- 


ed the facts and views presented in the following statement: 


Proceedings of the Cabinet of 7th June, 1814. . 


Previous to the 2d of July, this city composed a part of military district No. 5. Early in June last, the Secre- 
tary of War furnished the President, at his request, with a general report of the strength of the regular troops and 
militia then in the service of the United States, and their distribution; which was submitted to the heads of « epart- 
ments, by the President, on the 7th of June. ‘The Secretary of the Navy had furnished the President with a simi- 
lar estimate of our naval forces: that which was applicable to the limits of military district No. 10, will hereafter 
appear. By a reference to the estimate of the land forces, it appears, that the aggregate number of troops stationed 
in district Ne. 5, on the 7th of June, amounted to two thousand two hundred and eight, of which, there were two 
thousand one hundred and fifty-four effectives, stationed as follows: At Norfolk, two hundred and twenty-four 
artillerists; the 20th, 35th, and Ist battalion of the 38th regiment of infantry, amounting to nine hundred and twelve; 
at Baltimore, one hundred and eleven artillerists; 2d battalion of the 38th infantry, amounting to three hundred and 
sixteen; sea lencibles, one hundred and seventy-three; at Annapolis, forty artillerists; at Fort Washington, eighty-two 
artillerists: St. Mary’s, 36th regiment of infantry, three hundred and fifty. ‘The meeting of the cabinet on the 7th, 
and the estimates of land and naval forces, had no particular relation to the defence of any part of military district 
No. 5; but for measures generally, and particularly im regard to the campaign on our territorial frontiers in the North 
and Northwest. Nor does it appear that this city had excited more than ordinary attention at this time. 


Proceedings of the Cabinet the \st of July. 





But, soon after, certain intelligence being received of the complete success of the allies in the subjugation of 
France, the President believed that the enemy had the inclination and the power to increase his military and naval 
forces against the United States; and, in that event, he believed that a variety of considerations would present this 
city as one of the prominent objects of attack. On the 26th of June, despatches were received from Mr. Gallatin 
and Mr. Bayard, confirming the views of the President, which induced him to convene the heads of departments on 
the Ist of July: at which time he presented a plan of a force immediately to be called into the field, and an addi- 
tional force to be kept in readiness to march, without delay, in case of necessity. It seemed to be his object that 
some position should be taken between the Eastern Branch and Patuxent, with two or three thousand men, and that 
an additional force of ten or twelve thousand militia and volunteers should be held in readiness in the neighboring 
States, including the militia of the District of Columbia, and that convenient depots of arms and military equip- 
ments should be established. ‘The measures suggested were approved by the heads of departments; or. in other 


words, it does not appear that any dissent was expressed. 
Correspondence of the Secretary of War and General Winder. 


The next day, July the 2d, by a general order of the War Department, the 10th military district was created, to 
embrace the State of Maryland, the District of Columbia, and that part of Virginia lying between the Rappahannock 
and Potomac, under the command of Brigadier General Winder, who, being then in Baltimore, was advised of the 
fact by a letter from the Secretary of War of the same date. On the 4th of July, a requisition was made on certain 
States for a corps of ninety-three thousand five hundred men, designating the quota of each, with a request to the 
Executive of each State to detach, and hold in readiness for immediate service, their respective detachments, recom- 
mending the expediency of fixing the places of rendezvous, with a due regard to points, the importance or exposure 
of which would most likely attract the views of the enemy. Of that requisition, two thousand etfectives from the 
quota of Virginia; five thousand from that of Pennsylvania; six thousand, the whole quota of Maryland: and two 
thousand, the estimated number of the militia of the District of Columbia, were put at the disposition of the com- 
manding General, as hereafter appears, making the aggregate number of fifteen thousand, exclusive of the regular 
troops, viz: the 36th regiment, one battalion of the 38th, two troops of dragoons, two companies of the 10th infan- 
try, one company of the 12th, and two companies of sea fencibles, supposed to amount to one thousand men, besides 


the artillerists composing the garrisons of Forts M’Henry and Washington. 

On the 9th of July, General Winder, in a letter to the Secretary of War, on the subject of the duties which de- 
volved upon him as commander of the 10th military district, a previous conversation is alluded to as having taken 
place between them, in consequence of the request of the Secretary in his letter of the 2d of July. General Win- 
der appears to have understood the intention of the Secretary of War to be, that the militia force proposed for the 
10th military district should be draughted and designated, but that no part of it should be called into the field until 

Ke should be reinforced to such an extent as to render it probable that a serious 


the hostile squadron in the Chesapea ) t 
attack was contemplated: states the difficulty of collecting a force inan emergency sufficient to retard the advance 


of the enemy: and suggests the expediency of calling out four thousand of the militia, with a view to station them, in 
equal proportions, between South river and Washington, and in the vicinity of Baltimore. 

On the 12th of July, the Secretary of War, in a letter to General Winder, encloses a circular, addressed to the 
Governors of certain States, requiring a body of militia to be organized, equipped, and held in readiness for future 
service, and authorizes him, in case of actual or menaced invasion of the district under his command, to call for a 





part or the whole of the _ assigned to the State of Maryland; and in another, of the 17th July, the Secretary 
authorizes General Winc 


er to draw from Virginia two thousand men; from Pennsylvania, five thousand men; and 
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informs him that the whole of the militia of the District of Columbia, amounting to about two thousand, was ina 
disposable state, and subject to his order; making, together with the six thousand from Maryland, the estimate of 
fifteen thousand militia. On the 15th of July, the Secretary of War advised General Winder that General Porter 
had communicated the fact of the arrival of the yan of Cochrane’s fleet at Lynhaven bay, and that the agent at Point 
Look Out had represented that two seventy-fours, two frigates, an armed sloop and brig, ascended the yo ba half 
st 5, post meridian, on the 14th; that he considered it proper to call into service the brigade of militia which had 
owed for some time held in readiness at Baltimore, and not knowing whether General Winder was at Baltimore or 
Annapolis, he had instructed the Major General, under whose orders they were organized, to call them out. 
General Winder, in a letter of the 16th of July, to the Secretary of War, among other things expresses his em- 
barrassment in relation to the situation of Annapolis, and gives it as his opinion that a large force and many addi- 
tional works would be necessary to defend it against a serious attack by land and water; states its importance to 
the enemy, and the ease with which it might be maintained by them with the command by water, and an entrench- 
ment of seven or eight hundred yards, protected by batteries; represents Fort Madison as exposed, and unhealthy in 
the months of August and September, provided with two fifty pound columbiads, two twenty-tfours, two eighteens, one 
twelve, and one tom, which might be turned with success against Fort Severn; that these guns should be removed, and 
arrangements made to blow up the fort; and represents the importance of defending the town if the means could be 
obtained; states the Governor of Maryland and Council had taken the necessary steps to comply immediately with 
the requisition of the General Government. On the 17th July a letter from General Winder to the Secretary of 
War states that information, that he deemed credible, was received, that the enemy was ascending the river in 
considerable force; that he had ordered the detachment of regulars to Nottingham, had sent out the alarm to assem- 
ble a militia force, and suggests the propriety of sending to that place the marine corps, and all the militia that could 
be procured from the District of Columbia. The Secretary, on the same day, acknowledges the receipt of the above 
letter, and states that the marine corps was not under his command; but had sent the request to the President, and, 
as the authority to call the militia was vested in the commanding General, he had transmitted his requisition upon 
the District to General Van Ness; he also reminds him that the two regiments near Baltimore had been called into 
actual service, and expresses the wish of the President that not less than two, nor more than three thousand of the 
draughts, under the requisition of the fourth of July, should be embodied and encamped at some middle point between 


Baltimore and this city. 

From the letter of General Winder, of the 20th of July, it appears that the enemy proceeded up the Patuxent to 
Hunting creek, landed, and committed some depredations in Calvert county, and returned down the river. ‘Three 
companies of city volunteers had marched from this district, in obedience to the call of General Winder, which he 
had halted at the Woodyard, and the detachments of the 36th and 38th regimentsat Upper Marlborough, while he pro- 
ceeded to Annapolis, to arrange with the Governor the calling out the Maryland militias which, he states, will be 
immediately attended to by the Governor. He states that he had called for the largest number directed by the 
President, viz: three thousand, expecting thereby to get two thousand, the lowest number: that he forebore to dis- 
mantle Fort Madison, as it might > amt the people, and produce disagreeable sensations: preferring rather to risk 
it in case of attack. On the 23d of July, General Winder informs the Secretary of War that the Governor of 
Maryland had issued his order for calling out three thousand of the draughts under the requisition of the 4th July, and 
had appointed Bladensburg as the place of rendezvous according to his suggestion. In another letter of the same 
date, General Winder informs the Secretary of War that he had deemed it expedient to direct Captain Davidson, 
with the city volanteers, to return to the city of Washington; from the two-fold consideration that the facility with 
which they could turn out and proceed to any point, rendered them nearly as effective as if kept in_the field, and 
the importance to them individually of attending to their private concerns. That the rifles used by Captain Dough- 
ty’s company were very defective, and that Captain Burch’s artillery were without swords. He recommends that 
the camp equipage should be left in charge of the company officers to facilitate their march. On the 25th of July, 
General Winder, in a letter to the Secretary of War, dated at Warburton, near Fort Washington, represents that 
fort in several respects to be incomplete in its preparation for defence; encloses a representation of Lieutenant Ed- 
wards on the subject; makes a requisition of ammunition, and requests that Colonel Wadsworth may cause the plat- 
form to be enlarged, so as to make the battery more effectual. ‘The report of Lieutenant Edwards speaks of the 
necessity of mounting heavy artillery in the block house; states that the eighteen pound columbiads were not mount- 
ed, and that the garrison wanted means to mount them, being destitute of gin and tackle; represents the width of 
the platform, which ought to be twenty-one feet, to be only fourteen, and that the heavy guns, at their first discharge, 
would recoil to the hurtoirs, and on being heated would run over it; that five excellent long eighteens were mounted 
on the water battery, which would be very useful in case of attack; but there was nota single pound of ammuni- 
tion for them, and that some of the gun carriages in the fort were quite out of order. 

This statement of Lieutenant Edwards was referred, upon its receipt, to Colonel Wadsworth, with orders to 
supply what was wanting at the fort, of which the Secretary advised General Winder, bearing date 28th July; and 
Colonel Wadsworth, in a representation, about the same date, states, that two hands had been ordered from Green- 
leaf’s point, on the Monday previous, to execute the necessary repairs of the ye that the platform, as 
well as the parapet, was too narrow, but not so narrow as Lieutenant Edwards had stated, for it was directed to be 
made twenty or twenty-two feet wide; and that the disadvantage of too narrow a sage ge could be obviated with 
no great difficulty, by means of an elastic handspike introduced between the spokes of the wheels, which would 
prevent them from turning, and thus check the recoil of the piece. Further states, that two hundred rounds of shot 
and cartridges for the eighteens could be sent down if ordered; that he had long since directed some grape shot to be 
prepared for the eighteen pound columbiads; that a tackle and fall to mount the pa in the blockhouse should be pre- 
pared; that Captain Marsteller had just informed him that a good tackle and fall were at the fort when he left it; 
and that the platform was upwards of twenty feet wide. General Winder, in a letter of the 26th of July, from Pis- 
cataway, atlvises the Secretary of War that the enemy had decended both the Potomac and Patuxent rivers; that 
he expected him up the bay; and should not be surprised to find Annapolis his object; which he feared would fall 
before five hundred men: and that he should return to Marlborough as soon as he could ascertain the movements of 
the enemy. On the 27th of July, General Winder, in two letters to the Secretary of War, from Piscataway, states 
the force under General Stewart at eight hundred; Colonel Beall’s regiment, at Port Tobacco, from three hundred 
to three hundred and fifty infantry, and forty dragoons; Colonel Bowen’s regiment, at Nottingham, at three hundreds 
and the detachment of regulars, under command of Lieutenant Colonel Scott, was also at Nottingham; and from 
Gen. Winder’s letter to the Secretary of War, of the first of August, from Port Tobacco, it appears that he had the 


detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Scott, at Piscataway. 


Correspondence of General Winder with the Governor of Pennsylvania. 


In relation to the quota of Pennsylvania, under the requisition of the 4th of July, and more especially as it re- 
gards the five thousand men subject to the call of General Winder, and assigned to his command, it appears that 
yeneral Winder wrote to the Governor of Pennsylvania, on the 6th of August, advising him that the Secretary of 
War had destined a part of that quota to act under his command, in defending the country, embraced in the 10th 


military district, and requesting that he might be informed of the place, or places, of rendezvous, which would be 
fixed for such troops, and recommending places most contiguous to the cities of bt sy ony and Baltimore. On the 


8th of August, General Winder writes again to the Governor of Pennsylvania, stating that, since his first communi- 
cation, he had read a letter from the Secretary of War, dated July the 17th, which had not reached him at an earlier 
period, in consequence of his having been in constant motion since that time; which informed him that, of the quota of 
militia of Pennsylvania, under the requisition of the 4th of July, five thousand were destined for the 10th military 
district, subject to his call as commanding officer, and requested that as great a proportion of the detachment as 


possible should be riflemen. 
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On the Lith of August, Secretary Boileau, under the direction of the Governor of Pennsylvania, in answer to 
General Winder, states that, in consequence of the deranged state of the militia system, great difficulties occurred 
to the Executive, in relation to the quota required to be held in readiness for the service of the United States. The 
only effort that could be made towards a compliance with the requisition, was to have ordered a designation for the 
service of the requisite troops, under the militia law of 1807, and before the expiration of that law; which order had 
been issued by the Governor, and was in a course of execution; that the militia law of 1807 expired on the first of 
August, and that all commissions under it became void, except of such officers as might be in service on that day; and 
that, by an oversight in the Legislature, no complete organization of the militia could be legally made in Pennsyt- 
vania, until the fourth Monday in October, when a classification was to take place. 

On the 17th of August, General Winder makes a requisition on the Governor of Pennsylvania for one regiment, 
to march forthwith to the city of Washington; and on the “7 following, in consequence of large reinforcements of 
the enemy in the mouth of the Patuxent, he calls for the whole five thousand Pennsylvania militia, by virtue of his 
previous authority. The five thousand were ordered out, to rendezvous at York, in Pennsylvania, on the fifth of Sep- 
tember; of course, not in time to give any aid on the occasion for which they were called; nor was General Winder’s 
letter of the 18th received by the Governor of Pennsylvania until the evening of the «wenty-third. 


Correspondence of the Secretary of War and General Winder. 


On the 13th of August, General Winder, in a letter to the Secretary of War, states that, in consequence of the 
acceptance of the 2d regiment draughted from General Smith’s division, under the requisition of April, for part of 
the requisition of the 4th of July, the impracticability, besides impropriety, of calling any portion of the draughted 
inilitia from the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and the necessity of leaving all the men, immediately upon the bay, 
and low down on the rivers of the Western Shore, for local defence; the remaining portion of the Maryland draughts 
to be assembled at Bladensburg, instead of being three thousand, would not much exceed as many hundred; yet he 
would reguire the Governor to order out all the draughts that could possibly be spared from the three lower brigades. 
on the Western Shore; but as the whole number draughted, on the Western Shore, exclusive of the brigade drawn 
from General Smith’s division, did not amount to fifteen hundred men; he did not expect more than one thousand 
under the second order of the Government, that of the 4th of July. The most immediate and convenient resource 
to supply this deficiency was to take the militia drawn out under the State authority, and assembled at Annapolis, 
to the amount of one thousand, into the service of the United States, and to call on Pennsylvania for one regiment, 
which would make his militia between two and three thousand men, besides the two regiments from General Smith’s 
division. : 

In answer to this letter, the Secretary of War, in a letter of the 16th of August, authorizes General Winder to 
take into the service of the United States the Maryland militia then at Annapolis, or elsewhere, that had been call- 
ed out under the State authority, as part of the quota required by the order of the 4th of July. 


Correspondence of the Secretary of War with the Governors of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 


On the 27th of July the Governor of Maryiand states, in a letter to the Secretary of War, that, in conformity to 
the request of the President of the United States, communicated in the requisition of the 4th, a detachment of five 
thousand five hundred infantry and six hundred artillery was directed to be organized and held in readiness to 
move at the shortest notice; and in order to comply with the requisition of General Winder, for calling into the 
field three thousand draughts of the Maryland militia, by direction of the Presidert, the whole of the draughts from 
the Western Shore, about three thousand five hundred infantry, had been ordered .o cmbody. He speaks of the ex- 
posed situation of the Western Shore, bordering upon the bay, and presumes that the draughts from that section of 
the country would not be drawn away, and expects Baltimore will be unwilling to have any force withdrawn from 
that place, by which any aid might be expected. These considerations had induced the order for the three thousand 
five hundred men; this force was to be embodied, and moved on the shortest route to Bladensburg; that the artillery 
of the State was about nine hundred men, two-thirds in Baltimore; it would create uneasiness to take from that 
place four hundred, the proportion, and he had suspended that order until General Smith should have some commu- 
nication with the Secretary of War. Ina letter of the 20th of July, General Winder made the requisition on the 
Governor of Maryland for the three thousand militia, urging the necessity of having them assembled and in service 
with the least possible delay; and on the 5th of August, the Governor of Maryland informed General Winder, by 
letter, that his demand for three thousand draugits could not be complied with without the brigade in service at Ba! - 
timore, from General Smith’s division; that the draughts from one brigade alone were under marching orders; the 
orders fur the march of those lying on the Chesapeake and Potomac having been suspended. 

On the 14th of July Mr. Boileau, Secretary of State for Pennsylvania, acknowledges the receipt of the com- 
munication from the War Department, containing the requisition of the l4th of July, for fourteen thousand Penr.- 
sylvania militia, which was forwarded by express to the Governor, who was absent at Selim’s Grove, with assuran- 
ces that the Governor would execute, with promptness, the requisition of the General Government. On the 25ih the 
Governor of Pennsylvania directs the Secretary Boileau to inform the Secretary of War that genera! orders had 
been issued in compliance with the requisition of the 4th of July; explains, as before, the difficulties resulting fron 
the militia laws of Pennsylvania, and relies on the patriotism and voluntary services of the people. 

On the 14th of July the Deputy Adjutant General of Virginia acknowledged the receipt of the communication: 
from the War Department, containing the requisition of the 4th, and enclosed to the Secretary of War the genera! 
orders issued by the Governor of Virginia, on the 22d of June, placing in readiness a provisional force of fifteer 
thousand men and upwards, to repel sudden invasions, and for the purpose of defence, and the points of reu- 
dezvous designated, but not organized upon the military establishment of the United States, nor for a longer tert 
than three months; which, with other considerations, prevented the acceptance of any part of those State troops, as a 
compliance with the requisition of the General Government. The Secretary of War was apprized in this letter, also. 
that the whole of the Virginia troops, then held in readiness, would be furnished with arins and ammunition by the 
State of Virginia; and on the 18th, the Secretary of War informs the Governor of Virginia that two thousand ot 
the requisition upon the Virginia militia would be placed at the disposition of General Winder, as commander o! 
the 10th military district. 


Having presented a condensed view of the measures of the cabinet; the correspondence between the command 
ing officer and the War Department, the Governors of Pennsyivania and Maryland, and the commanding General; 
the correspondence with the Governors of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, and the Secretary of War, in 
regard to the requisition of the 4th of July; it will now be proper to present some facts connected with the move- 
ments and arrangements of the commanding General up to the revocation of his command. een 

Towards the close of the month of June, the Secretary of War gave to General Winder the first intimation that 
it was in contemplation to constitute a new military district, embracing the country now composing the 10th military 
district, and that the President intended to invest him with its command. On the 4th or 5th of July, he received 
notice of his appointment to the 10th military district, and the order creating it; proceeded to Washington, and 
called on the Secretary of War, who enumerated the regular force, as before supposed, to amount to one thousand or 
one thousand two hundred; the residue of his command to be composed of militia to be draughted, and was shown the 
circular to certain States, making the requisition of the 4th. He then returned to Baltimore, and after writing the 
letter of the 9th, proceeded to Annapolis to examine it, and to explore the 10th military district generally. "The 
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letter of the 12th, from the Secretary of War, was net received until he went to Annapolis, to Upper Marlborough, 
and back to Annapolis. On the 17th, at Nottingham, received intelligence that the enemy was proceeding up the 
Patuxent: wrote to the Secretary of War, and to General West, advising him to call out the militia of the county. 
The detachment of the 36th and 38th regiments was ordered from South River to Nottingham, and three companies 
of city militia were despatched to him promptly. On the 25th, visited Fort Washington; and on the Ist of August, 
xed his permanent head quarters at the city of Washington; viewed and inspected the District militia. ‘The people 
of St. Mary’s and Charles-had become importunate for aid and protection, and in obedience to the wish of the Pre- 
sident, the 36th and 38th were ordered down to unite with General Stewart; but the enemy having retired, this 
detachment was encamped at Piscataway. He understood by letters from General Smith, of Baltimore, and the 
Governor of Maryland, that Stansbury’s brigade, upon application of General Smith, had been accepted by the 
Secretary of War as part of the quota of Maryland militia, under requisition of the 4th of July. On the morning 
of the 18th of August, 7'hursday, intelligence was received from the observatory at Point Look-out, that,on the 
morning of the 17th, the enemy’s fleet off that place had been reinforced by a formidable squadron of ships and ves- 
sels of various sizes. ‘The commanding General immediately made requisitions on the Governors of Pennsylvania 
ind Maryland; various officers of militia, and the militia of the District of Columbia, were ordered out en masse. 

On the 19th, General Winder, in a letter to the Secretary of War, submitted several propositions to the Presi- 
dent: Ist. Would it be expedient, under the direction of the Navy Department, to have vessels ready to be sunk 
in the Potomac, at Fort Washington, or other points, at a moment’s warning, to obstruct the navigation? 2d. 
Would it not be proper to put all the boats which can be propelled by oars, that are at the city of Washington, under 
the control of the navy at Fort Washington, to transport troops as events may require? 3d. Would. it not be con- 
venient to put the marine corps into service? at all events, to cause them to be in readiness to reinforce Fort Wash- 
ington ata moment’s notice, or to be applied, as events require, to any point of defence? 4th. ‘That the force under 
Commodore Barney may co-operate with the commanding General, in case of the abandonment of the flotilla. On 
the same day, the Secretary of War in a letter states, that the propositions had been submitted to the President, 
and General Winder is referred to the Navy Department on the subject of the propositions relating to the means in 
that department. General Winder’s call upon the militia en masse is approved; and on the same day, the Secre- 
tary of War, in a letter to General Winder, advises that the cavalry be pushed into the neighborhood of the enemy 
without delay, if he indicated an attack upon the city of Washington, for the purpose of driving off all horses and 
cattle, and all supplies of forage, &c. in their reute. Not amoment was to be lost. Colonel Monroe, with Captain 
Thornton’s troop of horse, proceeded to find and reconnoitre the enemy on Friday, the 19th; on the same day the 
militia of Georgetown and the city of Washington, under General Smith, were mustered. On Saturday, the 20th, 
this and some other forces commenced their line of march towards Benedict, about one o’clock, and encamped that 
night about four miles from the Eastern Branch bridge, on the road to Upper Marlborough. On this day Colonel Mon- 
roe communicated the intelligence of the arrival of the enemy at Benedict in force. Same day, Colonel Tilghman 
and Captain Caldwell, with their commands of horse, were ordered and despatched to annoy the enemy, impede 
his march, to remove and destroy forage and provisions before the enemy. 

On Sunday morning, the 21st, the troops were mustered, and the articles of war read to them. At 12 0’clock, 
the marines under Captain Miller joined the army; the regulars of the 36th and 38th also joined at the Woodyard, 
seven miles in advance, to which the main body of our troops were marched and encamped on Sunday night. ‘Two 
letters from Colonel Monroe, on the 2ist, one stating that he had viewed the wy near Benedict, enumerated 
twenty-seven square rigged vessels, some bay craft and barges; the other dated from Nottingham, stating the advance 
of the enemy upon that place by land and water, and recommending the commanding General to despatch five hun- 
dred or six hundred men.to fall upon the enemy. Colonel Monroe and Colonel Beall both joined the army at night, 
and gave an account that the enemy had been viewed by them. Colonel Beall calculated that he had seen four thou- 
sand, without supposing he had seen all. Colonel Monroe estimated the enemy at about six thousand: Captain 
Herbert joins with his troop; Colonel Lavall had joined with two companies of cavalry on the day previous; the 
enemy remained at Nottingham, except an advance detachment about three miles from town. Monday, the 22d, 
early in the morning, a light detachment was ordered to meet the enemy, composed of the 36th and 38th; Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Scott, Colonel Lavall’s cavalry, and three companies from the brigade of General Smith, under com- 
mand of Major Peter, viz. his own company of artillery, Captain Stull’s rifle corps, and Captain Davidson’s light 
infantry. This detachment marched on the road to Nottingham, about 9 o’clock; the remainder of the army marched 
about one mile in advance, to an elevated position; the commanding General with his staff, accompanied by Colonel 
Monroe, proceeded in advance to reconnoitre the march of the enemy. Commodore Barney had joined the army 
with his flotilla men, besides the marines under Captain Miller; the horse preceded the advance detachment of our 
forces, met the enemy, and retired before them. ‘This induced the advance corps to take a position to impede the 
march of the enemy; but the advance detachment was ordered to retrograde and join the main body of the army 
that had remained some hours in line of battle, expecting the enemy to come that route to the city, but who took the 
road to Upper Marlborough, turning to his right after having come within a few miles of our forces, upon which the 
commanding General fell back with his whole forces to the Battalion Old Fields, about eight miles from Marlborough, 
and the same distance from the city of Washington. At this time, heavy explosions in the direction of Marlboro’ 
announced the destruction of the flotilla under command of Commodore Barney. The enemy arrived at Upper 
Marlborough about 2 o’clock, and remained there until late next day, to be joined, it is presumed, by the detachment 
of the enemy which had been sent against the flotilla. 

The commanding General proceeded to Marlborough, and found the enemy encamped; several prisoners taken; 
gave information that the enemy would remain in that position until next day; and after making observations 
of the enemy, till the close of the day, General Winder returned to the army. ioe in the evening of this day, the 
President, with the Secretaries of War and Navy, and the Attorney General, joined General Winder at the Bat- 
talion Old Fields, and remained with him till the evening of the 23d. In the morning the troops were drawn up 
and reviewed by the President. ‘The most contradictory reports prevailed as to the movements and force of the 
enemy, and it was doubtful in camp, whether Annapolis, Fort Washington, with a view to co-operate with his naval 
forces, or the city of Washington, was his object. As to numbers, rumors vibrated from four thousand to twelve 
thousand; the best opinion was from five to seven thousand. Our forces at this time at the Old Fields are variously 
estimated, with no material difference, at about three thousand men, in the following corps: About four hundred 
horse, under the command of the following officers: Lieutenant Colonel Lavall, Colonel Tilghman, Captains Cald- 
well, Thornton, Herbert, Williams, &c.: four hundred regular troops, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Scott, viz. 36th, 38th, and Captain Morgan’s company of the 12th infantry; six hundred marines and flotilla-men 
under Commodore Barney and Captain Miller, with five pieces of heavy artillery, two eighteen pounders and three 
twelve pounders; one thousand eight hundred militia and volunteers, General Smith’s brigade of Georgetown and 
city militia, and Maryland militia under Colonel Kramer; of which there were two companies of artillery under 
Captain Burch and Major Peter, with six six pounders each, making an aggregate of three thousaad two hundred, 
with seventeen pieces of artillery. ‘The enemy was without cavalry, and had two small field pieces and one how- 
itzer, drawn by men; and the whole country well calculated for defence, skirmishing, and to impede the march of 
an enemy. 

The enemy remained at Upper Marlborough till after 12 o’clock, about which time General Winder again ordered 
the detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Scott and Major Peter to advance and meet the enemy if he should be 
found advancing, or to attack his positions. About this time, 12 0’clock, some prisoners were taken, and from the 
information given by them, and the observations of the videts, General Winder was induced to believe that the 
enemy intended to remain stationary for the day, which induced him to think of uniting with him the forces at Bla- 
densburg, and he despatched orders to General Stansbury, and other corps at Bladensburg, to move direct for Upper 
Marlborough, and proceeded himself towards Bladensburg, to meet and hurry on the forces to form a junction. 
When General Winder left the command with General Smith, and proceeded towards Bladensburg with several 
troops of cavalry, he left orders that the advance corps should march upon the enemy, and annoy him by all possible 
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means if in march, or if not, then in his positions; and if headvanced upon Bladensburg, General Smith, with the 
main body, should fall upon his flank, or be governed by circumstances in other movements. 

Captain Caldwell joined the advance corps at 2 o’clock, P. An express brought intelligence that the enemy 
had left Upper Marlborough; that our advance had met the enemy about six miles in advance of our forces, and after 
a skirmish, in which Captain Stall’s company had about four or five rounds, was compelled to retreat, and that the 
enemy was advancing. One of the Aids of General Smith was despatched for General Winder; the whole army 
was placed in a favorable attitude of defence, in which position it continued until about swn-sef, when General 
Winder, who had arrived some time previous, ordered the army to march to the city of Washington. The enemy 
was about three miles distant, and remained there that night. neviee remained till the going down of the sun, the 
retreat to the city was induced by several considerations, stated by the commanding General. 1st. ‘lo effect a union 
of his whole forces. 2d. The fear of a night attack, from the superiority of the enemy, and want of discipline in 
his troops. And, 3d. Ina night attack, his superiority in artillery could not be used. The march of our army to 
the city was extremely rapid and precipitate, and orders occasionally given to captains of companies to hurry on the 


men, who were extremely —— and exhausted before the camping ground was reached, near the Eastern Branch 


bridge, within the District of Columbia. ‘ ; 
General Stansbury had arrived at Bladensburg on the 22d, and the 5th Baltimore regiment, including the artil- 


lery and rifle corps, on the evening of. the 23d; and at 12 o’clock at night, Colonel Monroe, in passing through Bla- 
densburg to the city of Washington, advised General Stansbury to fall upon the rear of the enemy forthwith, as it 
was understood that he was in motion for the city. General Stansbury having been ordered to take post at Bladens- 
burg, did not think he was at liberty to leave it; but independent of this consideration, the fatigue of the troops 
under Colonel Sterrett made it impracticable. 

It is here proper to state, that, on the 22d, the Secretary of War, in a letter to General Winder, which closes 
their written communications previous to the 24th, except a short note of that morning, states that he had ordered 
General Douglass to march with his command to the district, without seeking a rendezvous with General Hunger- 
ford; that a detachment of the 12th infantry had arrived; that it should be armed, equipped, and march to the Wood- 
yard; that the Baltimore brigade would arrive at Bladensburg that day; and suggests the propriety of throwing Bar- 
ney’s seamen and some other troops on the right of Nottingham—a demonstration which would menace the rear of 
the enemy, and his communication with his shipping, which would, if not stop, much retard his progress. On the 
morning of the 24th, in a short note to the Secretary of War, General Winder says, the information up the river is 

i should occupy the batteries at Greenleaf’s Point and Navy ann 


threatening; Barney, or some other force ; 
he Secretary of War. Upon this note there is an endorsement in the hand 


wishes counsel from the Government or the 5 
writing of General Armstroug to this effect: ** Went to General Winder, saw no necessity for ordering Barney to 


Greenleaf’s Point or Navy Yard, advised the Commodore to join the army at Bladensburg, and ordered Minor’s 


regiment to that place.” : mais ert 
On the 21st, late at night, Colonel Tayloe arrived in the city from the Northern Neck, where he had been charged 
with orders in relation to the Virginia draughts, and reported himself to General Armstrong, who issued the follow- 


ing general order: 
* War Department, 4ugust 22, 1814.—12 o’clock. 


** GENERAL ORDER. 
“ General Douglass will assemble his brigade at Alexandria, and hold it there subject to orders. 


“JOHN ARMSTRONG.” 


Colonel Tayloe executed this order, and Tuesday night, the 23d, again reported himself to General Armstrong, 


who issued the following orders: 
**War DepaRTMENT. 


** GENERAL ORDER. 


** Lieutenant Colonel Minor will repair to Washington, with the regiment under his command, with the utmost 
despatch; he will report on his arrival to Colonel Carbery of the 36th regiment, and make a requisition for arms and 


ammunition. 
“JOHN ARMSTRONG.” 


*'War Department, 4ugust 23, 1814. 


** GENERAL ORDER. 
_ “ All the militia now in and marching to Alexandria, besides Colonel Minor, will march immediately to Wash- 
ington: these orders will be communicated by Colonel 'Tayloe. som almerreone 
= N A a Na 


On the 18th of August, General Van Ness ordered General Young to call out, en masse, the brigade under his 
command, including the Alexandria militia; the same day, two troops of cavalry, attached to the brigade, were or- 
dered to rendezvous at Bladensburg; on the 19th, at four o’clock in the morning, to accompany Colonel Monroe, 

and to be subject to his order. On the 20th, in the afternoon, General Young’s brigade was 


Secretary of State 
ordered by General Winder to cross the Potomac, opposite Alexandria, and encamp in the best position, and wait 
further orders, which {was effected—the brigade consisting of four hundred and fifty-four men, two brass six 

yunders and one brass four pounder. On the 22d, early, General Young. by order of General Winder, marched 
o brigade and took a position on a height near the heed of Piscataway creek, about three miles in the rear of Fort 
Washington, where the ground was favorable for a small detachment to defend the country against a much greater 


force, and remained in this position until the morning of the 24th, when several orders were given to him; first, to 
march towards the Eastern Branch bridge; second, to cross the Potomac to the Virginia side, &c. This brigade was 
meee: in its dispositions, to aid Fort Washington, the town of Alexandria, and to be in a situation to join Gene- 
ral Winder. 

On the morning of the 24th, General Winder established his head quarters near the Eastern Branch bridge; de- 
tachments of horse were out in various directions as videttes, and reconnoitering parties, and arrangements made to 
destroy the Eastern Branch bridge. Colonel George Minor, with his regiment of Virginia militia, composed of six 
hundred infantry and one hundred cavalry, arrived at the city of Washington in the twilight of the evening of the 
23d; he called on the President, who referred him to the Secretary of War for orders; the Secretary informed him 
that arms could not be had that night, but gave orders to report himself to Colonel Carbery early in the morning, 
who would furnish him with arms and ammunition, as he was charged with that duty by General Winder. From 
early in the morning till late in the forenoon Colonel Minor sought Colonel Carbery diligently, but he could not 
be found. He rode to head-quarters, and obtained an order from General Winder upon the arsenal for arms, &c. 
marched to the place with his regiment, and its care he found committed to a young man, whose caution in giving 
out arms, &c. very much delayed the arming and supplying this regiment. An instance is here given, when the 
flints were counted out by the officers of the regiment, to expedite business at this crisis, the young man would 


count them over before they could be obtained. . : 
Colonel Carbery arrived at this moment, «pologized for his absence, and informed Colonel Minor that he had 


the evening previous ridden out to his country seat. Colonel Minor was again delayed some small length of time, 
in having to remain to sign receipts, &c. His men were ordered to Capitol Hill. In the mean time, various re~ 
ports were brought into head quarters, as to the movements and intentions of the enemy. The President and Heads of 
Departments collected at head-quarters in the following order: The President, next Secretary of State, next the 
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Attorney General, next the Secretary of the Navy, and last the Secretary of War and Treasury together. Col. 
Monroe had left head quarters, upon a rumor, that gained ground, that the enemy was marching upon the city by 
way of Bladensburg, with a view of joining General Stansbury, advising him of the rumor, and to aid him in the 
formation of a line of battle to meet the enemy. General Stansbury, for reasons given in his report, had marched 
trom his position in advance of Bladensburg, and occupied the ground west of that village, on the banks of the East- 
ern Branch. Here the front line of battle was formed by General Stansbury and his officers, with the aid of Col. 
Monroe, on the +8 oe that General Stansbury’s brigade and the command of Colonel Sterret included the 
command of Major Pinkney and Baltimore artillery. 

There isa bridge over the Eastern Branch at Bladensburg, and a large turnpike road leading direct to the city of 
Washington. About four hundred yards trom this bridge, some small distance to the left of the road, the Baltimore 
artillery, six pieces of six pounders, occupied a temporary breast work of earth, well calculated to command the pass 

over the bridge- Part of the battalion of riflemen, under Major William Pinkney, and one other company, took po- 
' sition on the right of the artillery, partially protected by a fence and brush; and on the left of the battery, leading to 

the rear of a barn, two companies, from the regiment under Colonel Shutz, and the other part of the riflemen from 
Baltimore. Colonel Ragan was posted in the rear of Major Pinkney, bis right resting on the road; Colunel Shutz, 
continuing the line on the left, with a small vacancy in the centre of the two regiments; and Colone! Sterret formed 
the extreme left flank of the infantry. At this moment, Colonels Beall and Hood entered Bladensburg, with the 
Maryland militia from Annapolis, crossed the bridge, aad took a position on a most commanding height, on the right 
of the turnpike, about three hundred yards from the road, to secure the right flank. In the mean time, (about 11 
o’clock) certain intelligence was received at head quarters, that the enemy was in full march towards Bladensburg; 
which induced General Winder to put in motion his whole force, except a few men‘and a piece of artillery left at 
the Eastern Branch bridge, to destroy it. "The day was hot, and the road dusty—the march was rapid to Bladens- 
burg. ‘The cavalry and mounted men arrived, and were placed on the left flank, and some small distance in its rear. 
General Winder now arrived, and told General Stansbury and Colonel Monroe that his whole force was marching 
for Bladensburg, and approved the dispositions which had been made of the troops; at which moment, it had become 
impracticable, in the opinion of the officers, to make any essential change: for the two armies were now coming to 
the battle ground, in opposite directions; and the enemy appeared on the opposite heights of Bladensburg, about a 
mile distant, and halted fifteen or twenty minutes. ‘This was about twelve o’clock. ‘The troops from the city were 
disposed of as they arrived. Captain Burch, with three pieces of artillery, was stationed on the extreme left of the 
infantry of the first lines and a rifle company, armed with muskets, near the battery, to support it. About this time 
the Secretary of War arrived, and in a few minutes after, the President and the Attorney General, and proceeded 
to examine the disposition of the troops. In the mean time, as the enemy advanced into Bladensburg, the officers 
were forming rapidly the second line. The command of Commodore Barney came up in a trot; and formed his men 
on the right of the main road, in a line with the command under Colonels Beall and Hood, with a considerable va- 
cancy, owing to the ground. The heavy artillery, Comodore Barney planted in the road; the three twelve pounders 
to the right, under Captain Miller, who commanded the flotilla men and marines, as infantry, to support the artil- 
lery. Lieutenant Colonel Kramer, with a battalion of Maryland militia, was posted in a wood, in advance of the 
marines and Colonels Beall and Hood’s command. ‘The regiment under command of Colonel Magruder, was sta- 
tioned on the left of Commodore Barney, and in a line with him and Colonel Beall. The regiment under com- 
mand of Colonel Brent, and Major Warring’s battalion, and some other sma!! detachments, formed the leit flank of 
this second line, and in the rear of Major Peter’s battery; and Lieutenant Colonel Scott, with the regulars, was 
placed in advance of Colonel Magruder, and to the left, forming a line towards Major Peter’s battery, but in such 
a manner as not to mask it; other small detachments in various directions. 

About half after twelve o’clock, while the second line was thus forming, the enemy approached, and the battle 
commenced: The Baltimore artillery opened a fire and dispersed the enemy’s light troops now advancing along the 
street of the village, who took a temporary cover behind the houses and trees, in louse order, and presented objects 
only occasionally for the fire of the cannon. ‘The enemy commenced throwing his rockets, and _ his light troops be- 
gan to concentrate near the bridge, and to press across it and the river, which was fordable above. The battalion 
of riflemen, under Major Pinkney, now united gallantly with the fire from the battery. For some minutes the fire 
was continued with considerable effect; the enemy’s column was not only dispersed while in the street, but while 
approaching the bridge they were thrown into some confusion, and the British officers were seen exerting themselves 
to press the soldiers on. Having now gained the bridge, it was passed rapidly, and as the enemy crossed, flanked, 
formed the line, and advanced steadily on, which compelled the artillery and battalion of riflemen to give way, after 
which Major Pinkney was severely wounded. He exerted himself to rally his men, and succeeded at a small dis- 
tance in the rear of his first position, and united with the fifth Baltimore regiment. 

It appears from reports of several officers, Stansbury, Pinkney, Law, Sterret, &c.. that the command of General 
Stansbury was three or four hundred yards in the rear of the battery, and Major Pinkney’s riflemen and. some 
other small corps to the left of the battery; of course this small party had to fight with the whole force of the enemy 
until they retired, and the enemy occupied the ground they left without any considerable resistance, as the enemy 
marched on without halting after the bridge was passed. Captain Burch and Colonel Sterret were about the same 
distance, when Colonel Sterret was ordered to advance to support the first line. One of the pieces of artillery was 
abandoned, but spiked previously. ‘The enemy soon took advantage of the trees of an orchard, which was occupied 
or held by the force which had just retreated, and kept upa galling fire on part of our line. Captain Burch’s artil- 
lery, and a smali detachment near it, now opened a cross fire upon the enemy. Colonel Sterret, with the fifth Bal- 
timore regiment, was ordered to advance, and made a prompt movement, until ordered to halt, as at this moment the 
rockets assuming a more horizonta! direction, and passing near the heads of Colonels Schutz and Ragan’s regi- 
ments, the right gave way, which was followed in a few minutes by a general flight of the two regiments, in defi- 
ance of all the exertions of Generals Winder, Stansbury, and other-officers. Burch’s artillery and the 5th regiment 
remained with firmness; the orchard obstructed their fire; but notwithstanding the enemy’s light troops were, for a 
moment, driven back by them, the enemy having gained the right flank of the fifth, which exposed it, Burch’s artil- 
lery and Colonel Sterret, who commanded the fifth, were ordered by General Winder to retreat, with a view of 
forming at a small distance in the rear; but instead of retiring in order, the fifth, like the other two regiments under 
General Stansbury, ina very few minutes were retreating in disorder and confusion, notwithstanding the exertions 
of Colonel Sterret to prevent it. From reports of various officers, exertions were made to rally the men and to 
bring them again to the battle, which partly succeeded in the first instance, but ultimately, and in a short time, all 
attempts were vain, and the forces routed; and the first line, together with the horse, were totally routed, and retreat- 
ed in a road which forked in three directions; one branch led by Rock Creek Church, to Tenley Town and Mont- 
gomery Court House, another led to Georgtown, and a third to the city of Washington. It does not appear that 
any movement was made or attempted by the cavalry or horsemen, although the enemy to the left were in open and 
scattered order, as they pursued or pressed upon our lines, and a most fortunate moment presented itself for a 
charge of cavalry and horsemen. : 

It may be proper here to observe that General Winder states his exertions to direct the retreating line to the 
capitol, with a view of rallying. ‘This intention is corroborated by Colonel Sterret; but it appearsas if this determi- 
nation was not generally understood by the officers or men. Colonel Kramer, posted oa the right of the road, and in 
advance of Commodore Barney, was next drawn from his position, after having maintained his ground with consider- 
able injury to the enemy, and retreated upon the command of Colonels Beall and Hood, on a commanding emi- 
nence to the right. After the retreat of the militia under Colonel Kramer, from his first position, the enemy’s co- 
lumn in the road was exposed to an animated discharge from Major Peter’s artillery, which continued until they 
came into contact with Commodore Barney; here the enemy met the greatest resistance, and sustained the greatest 
loss, advancing upon our retreating line. When the enemy came in full view, and in a heavy column in the main 

ode ordered an eighteen pounder to be opened upon them, which completely cleared the road, 


road, Commodore Barne a 
scattered, and repulsed the enemy for a moment._In several attempts to rally and advance, the enemy was repulsed, 
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which induced him to fiank to the right of our lines in an open field. Here Captain Miller opened upon him with 
the three twelve pounders, and the flotilla men, acting as infantry, with considerable effect. ‘The enemy continued 
flanking to the right, and pressed upon the command of Coloneis Beall and Hood, which gave way, alter three or 
tour rounds of ineffectual fire, at a considerable distance from the enemy, while Colonel Beall and other officers at- 
‘empted to rally the men on this high position. ‘The enemy very soon gained the flank and even the rear of the 
right of the second line. Commodore Barney, Captain Miller, and some other officers of his command, being 
wounded, his ammunition wagons having gone olf in the disorder, and that which the marines and flotilla men had 
veing exhausted; in this situation, a retreat was ordered by Commodore Barney, who fell himself into the hands of 
the enemy. 

The a line was not exactly connected, but posted in advantageous positions in connexion with and support: 
ingeach other. The command of General Smith, including the Georgetown and city militia, still remained in order, 
and fiem, without any part of them having given way, as well as the command of Lieutenant Colonel Scott of the 
regulars, and some other corps. The enemy’s light troops had, in the mean time, advanced on the left of the road, : 
and had gamed a line parallel with Smith’s command, and, in endeavoring to turn the flank, Colonel Brent was 
placed in a position caiculated to prevent it; the enemy also advanced and came within long shot of part of Colonel 
Magruder’s command, which opened a partial fire, but without much effect; and, at this moment, and in this situ- 
ation, General Winder ordered the whale of the troops, then stationary, to retreat, which was effected with as much 
order as the nature of the ground and the occasion would permit; these troops, alter retreating five or six hundred 
paces, were halted and formed, but were again ordered to retreat by General Winder. General Winder then gave 
orders to collect and form the troops on the heights west of the turnpike gate, about one mile and a half from the 
capitol, which order was in part executed, and the forces formed by General Smith and the other officers, when Co- 
‘one! George Minor came up with his regiment of Virginia volunteers, and united his forces with General Smith’s com- 
mand, having been detained, as before stated, in obtaining arms, ammunition, &c.; but, while in the act of forming, 
General Winder gave orders to retire to the capitol, with an expectation of being united with the troops of the first 
lune. Colonel Minor was ordered to take a certain position and disposition, and cover the retreat of all the forces by 
remaining until all had marched for the capitol. ‘The troops were again halted at the capitol, while General Win- 
der was in conference with Colonel Monroe and General Armstrong. 

‘The first line and the cavalry, except one troop of Colonel Lavall’s, had taken a route which did not bring them 
to the capitol; the most of them had proceeded north of the District of Columbia, and others dispersed and returned 
home, and sought refreshment in the country. ‘The Commanding General represented the diminution of his force, 
ihe dispersion of a large portion of it, the want of discipline, the great fatigue of the troops, and believed that it 
would be impossible to make effectual resistance to the invasion of the city; nor did he think it would be proper to at- 
tempt to defend the capitol, the troops being without provisions, and which would leave every other part of the city to 
the mercy of the enemy, and the prospect of losing hisarmy. In this consultation, the Secretaries of State and War, 
it appears, concurred in their views with General Winder, and advised him to retire and rally the troops upon the 
heights of Georgetown; this produced an order for the whole forces to retreat from Capitol Hill through Georgetown. 
On receiving this order, the troops evinced the deepest anguish, and that order which had been previously maintained 
was destroyed. General Smith im his report uses this language: “‘when the order for a retreat from Capitol Hill was 
received, the troops evinced an anguish beyond the power of language to express.” The troops were halted at ‘Ten- 
leytown, and an attempt was made to collect them together, which only partially succeeded. Some returned home, 
some went in pursuit of refreshments, and those that halted gave themselves up to the uncontrolled feelings which 
fatigue, exhaustion, privation, and disappointment, wn wok. The force thus collected were marched about five 
miles up the Potomac, and, early in the morning, Thursday the 25th, orders were given to assemble the troops at 
Montgomery court house. General Winder seems to have taken this position with a view to collect his forces, and 
iv interpose for the protection of Baltimore, in case the enemy marched upon it as was anticipated by him. On 
the 23d, General Winder despatched an order to the commanding officer at Fort Washington to place patrols on 
every road leading to the garrison; and, upon the event of his being taken in the rear of the fort, to blow it up and 
retire across the river. On the 26th, the army at Montgomery took up the line of march about ten o’clock towards 
yo General Winder proceeded on to Baltimore. On the 27th, General Smith’s brigade marched to this 
district. 

The distauce from Benedict to the city of Washington, by Bladensburg, is upwards of fifty miles. The enemy 
was without baggage wagons or means of transportation; his troops much exhausted with fatigue; many compelled 
to quit the ranks, and extraordinary exertions used to keep others in motion; and, as if unable to pursue our forces, 
remained on the battle ground; the enemy’s advance reached the city about eight o’clock in the evening, the battle 
ote ended about two o’clock, or before. ‘The main body of the enemy remained on the heights west of the turn- 

iKe gate. 
, Doctor Catlett, the superintending surgeon, who was admitted to attend upon the wounded, and who passed 
ilreugh the enemy’s camps and remained at Bladensburg until the city was evacuated, had the best opportunity of 
estimating the loss on both sides, as well as a good opportunity to ascertain the number and force of the enemy. 
His estimate is as follows: . 

Of the enemy.—On Capitol Hill, seven hundred; turnpike hill, two thousand; wounded at Bladensburgh, three 
hundred; attendants, three hundred; wounded and attendants in the city of Washington, sixty; killed at Bladens- 
burgh and the city, one hundred and eighty; total force, three thousand five hundred and forty. This statement is 
corroborated by all the information in his power, besides his own observations. Mr. Law estimated the enemy, on 
its march, at five thousand; but, from the best information, his estimate would be about four thousand five hundred. 
Colonel Monroe, who viewed the enemy on his march, estimated the number at about six thousand. General Win- 
der states that the best opinion at the wood yard taade the enemy from five to seven thousand. Our forces are va- 
riously estimated; and, indeed, from the manner of collecting them, and their dispersion, makes it difficult to as- 
certain the number with perfect accuracy. General Stansbury represents Colonel Ragan’s regiment at five hundred 
and fifty; Colonel Schutz’s regiment at eight hundred; Colonels Beall’s and Hood’s at eight hundred; Colonel Ster- 
ret’s regiment at five hundred; Major Pinkney’s command, including two companies of artillery, three hundred; 
making two thousand nine hundred and fifty-three; but General Winder estimates Colonel Beall six or seven hun- 
dred; deduct one hundred, this leaves two thousand eight hundred and fifty-three; to which add the command of 
General Smith, and militia that united with him at the Woodyard, Battalion Old Fields, &c. the regulars under 
Lieuteuant Colonel Scott, Barney’s command, the cavalry, &c. three thousand two hundred; making an aggregate 
number of six thousand and fifty-three. Besides this force, several detachments are spoken of by General Winder’s 
officers, not known, amounting to several hundred. But as a small detachment was left at the Eastern Branch bridge, 
others, particularly some of the cavalry, were on detachment, reconnoitering, &c. the number of our forces, may be 
estimated at at least six thousand, iniaiion about twenty pieces of artillery, two eighteen pounders, three twelves, 
and the balance six pounders. Our loss on the field of battle, killed, is estimated by the superintending surgeon at 
ten or twelve, and the wounded, some of whom died, at about thirty. General Winder’s official report estimates 
our loss at about thirty killed and fifty wounded. . 

The probable estimate of British forces on the 24th of August, total four thousand five hundred; killed at Bla- 
> sea. and in the city, one hundred and fifty; wounded at both places, three hundred. American forces, six 
thousand; killed, twenty, wounded forty; besides the regiment under command of Colonel Minor, six hundred in- 
fantry and one hundred horse, which met the retreat on the west of the turnpike gate; and General Young’s brigade 
about five hundred, which was ordered to remain on the banks of the Potomac, about twelve miles from the city of 
Washington, until the evening of the 24th, when he crossed over to Alexandria, and {proceeded to Montgomery 
Court house, to join the main army. : Syren 

The enemy, on the evening of the 25th, made the greatest exertions to leave the city of Washington. They had 
about forty indifferent looking horses, ten or twelve carts and wagons, one ox cart, one coach, and several gigs; these 
were sent to Bladensburg to move off the wounded: a drove of sixty or seventy cattle preceded this party. Arriv- 
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¢ at Bladensburg, the British surgeon was ordered to select the wounded who could walk; the forty horses were 
an by pwnd could ride; the carts and wagons loaded, and upwards of ninety wounded left behind. A- 
bout twelve o’clock at night the British army passed through Bladensburg, and parties continued until mene. and 
stragglers until after mid-day. The retreat of the enemy to his shipping was precipitate, and apparently under an 
alarm, and, it is supposed, that it was known to him that our forces had marched to Montgomery Court house. 
The Hon. Richard Rush, Gen Stansbury, Major William Pinkney, Dr. Catlett, and Mr. Law, all remark, that 
General Winder was active and zealous, encouraged the men, and exposed himself, and acted as a man of firmness 
during the engagement, and endeavored to raliy, with other officers, the lines, as they gave way. a 
There seems to be a general concurrence oi statement, that our forces were much fatigued and worn down with 
marching, counter-marching, and their strength much exhausted, during their service, by remaining under arms 
much ot the night, as well as the day, by false alarms, and otherwise. Nor does it appear that it was generally 
known among the officers and men of the first line, that the forces from the city were formed behind in the second 


line, to meet the enemy and support them. ‘’his statement is made by General Stansbury, Major Wm. Pinkney, 
and some other officers of the first line. 


Recapitulation. 


This statement of facts has brought the committee to a recapitulation of some of the prominent circumstances in 
this part of the transaction. Without entering into the consideration of the means in the power of the administra- 
tion, and the equal claims of every part of the extensive maritime and territorial frontier of the United States, in 
proportion to its importance and exposure to defensive measures, the committee are of opinion that the means 
authorized for the security of the 10th military district, by the President of the United States, in a cabinet councii 
of the Ist of July, were ample and sufficient as to the extent of the force, and seasonable as to the time when the 
measures were authorized. On the 2d of July the 10th military district was constituted, and the command given 
to General Winder. On the 4th of July the requisition upon the States for ninety-three thousand five hundre« 
men was made. On the 14th of July the Governors of Pennsylvania and Virginia acknowledged the receipt of the 
requisition of the 4th, and promised promptitude. About the 10th of July the Governor of Maryland was served 
with the requisition, and took measures to designate a corps of six thousand men, the whole quota from that State. 
On the 12th of July General Winder was authorized, in case of menaced or actual invasion, to call into service the 
whole quota of Maryland. On the 17th General Winder was authorized to call into actual service not less than 
two, nor more than three thousand of the draughts assigned to his command, to form a permanent force, to be 
stationed in some central position between Baltimore and the city of Washington. On the same day, 17th of July, 
General Winder was authorized to call on the State of Pennsylvania for five thousand men; on Virginia, two thou- 
sand; on the militia of the District of Columbia, in a disposable state, two thousand; together with the six thousane 
from Maryland: making an aggregate force of fifteen thousand draughted militia, three thousand of which authorized 
to be called into actual service,the residue in case of actual or menaced invasion, besides the regular troops, estimated at 
one thousand—making sixteen thousand, independent of marines and flotilla men. ‘This was the measure of defence 
contemplated for the military district No. 10, and the measures taken by the War Department up to the 17th oi 
July in execution of it. 


In relation tothe collection of this force, several unfortunate circumstances intervened to produce a great and 
manifest failure. 

ist. On the 17tk of July General Winder was authorized, in consequence of his own suggestions, and in con- 
formity to the wishes of the President, to call into actual service as many as three thousand, and not less than two 
thousand of the draughts, under the requisition of the 4th of July, assigned for the operations of his district, as « 
permanent corps and rallying point with his other forces, in a central position as before stated, to protect Baltimore, 
the city of Washington, &c. in case of invasion. General Winder, upon the receipt of this authority, proceedea 
direct to Annapolis, and made this requisition upon the Governor of Maryland for the actual service of three thou- 
sand men; and on the 23d of July, thirty-two days previous to the battle at Bladensburg, General Winder informs 
the Secretary of War that the arrangements for this force had been made, erders had issued, and Bladensburg fixed 
as the place of rendezvous; and encourages expectation that the collection of the force would be prompt and certain. 

On the 27th the Governor of Maryland informs the Secretary of War that measures had been taken to comply 
with the requisition of the 4th of July, and his orders had issued, calling into actual service three thousand five hundred 
men, to rendezvous at Bladensburg, to comply with the demand of General Winder, in conformity to the wishes 
of the President. In the mean time Stansbury’s brigade had been called into service at Baltimore, on account of 
the alarm about the 15th of July, by the Secretary of War; and although this force constituted a part of the Mary- 
land quota of six thousand, by the consent of the Secretary of War it was to make no part of the three thousand to 
be called into actual service for the purposes mentioned. 

To form a correct estimate of this failure, which did not bring as many hundred men into the field, in the words 
of General Winder, it may be proper to state, that at all times the marines, flotilla men, and regular troops, including 
the different garrisons, amounted to upwards of one thousand men. ‘The militia of the District of Columbia amounted 
to two thousand men. These were always in a disposable state, and acknowledged by General Winder, in his 
letter of the 23d, to be almost as efficient as if in actual service, and the event proved this to be correct. The dis- 
posable force at Baltimore, including Stansbury’s brigade, amounted to upwards of two thousand men, as the even‘ 
proved, making an efficient force of at least eight thousand men, if the call for three thousand had been complied 
with. ‘To this add the designated force assigned to the 10th military district, and the force to be raised on the spur 
of the occasion by calls upon the militia and population of the country en masse, and whose disposition is always 
operated upon more or less in proportion to the prospect of success. On the 13th of August, twenty-one days afte: 
the Secretary of War was informed that this arrangement had been made, General Winder advises him that there 
would be alinost a total failure in relation to the call fur the three thousand men, and, as a temporary remedy, pro- 
poses the acceptance of certain State troops, supposed to be about one thousand, under Colonels Beall and Hood, 
then in service at Annapolis, which was authorized; and these troops came to the battle ground, as before stated, 
about one half hour before the action on the 24th of August. The reasons which operated to produce this failure 
have been detailed, and there can be no object in having them repeated, as the committee do not consider it a duty 
to discuss the merit of those considerations. 

2dly. On the 17th of July, the Secretary of War, by letter, authorized the commanding general to call on Penn- 
sylvania for five thousand men; on Virginia for two thousand men, &c. as before stated. This letter was no‘ 
received by General Winder until about the 8th of August, as appears by his correspondence with the Governor o! 
Pennsylvania, after a lapse of about twenty-three days. In explaining the delay in the receipt of this letter, Genera! 
Winder says it originated from his being in constant motion in traversing and examining the situation and various 
military positions of his command, and the letter had gone the circuit with him without having received it. It is 
impossible for the committee to say what particular influence this circumstance had upon the collection of the troops: 
and it may be proper here to state, that the difficultics explained in relation to the militia laws of Pennsylvania had 
no bearing upon the failure of our arms, as no specific call was made upon that State till the 17th of August, when 
one regiment was demanded, and on the 18th, the whole five thousand were demanded; but this requisition was not 
received by the Governor of Pennsylvania until the evening of the 23d, at which time the Pennsylvania detachment 
had been designated under the requisition of the 4th, and ready for the call which was made upon it. ’ 

_3dly. The unfortunate circumstances which delayed the arming of a Virginia regiment under Colonel George 
Minor, consisting of six hundred infantry and one hundred horse, who arrived iti the city of Washington late on 
the evening of the 23d. Colonel Minor called on the Secretary of War, after early candle light, for orders. Col- 
Carbery had been charged with supplying the various corps with arms, ammunition, &c. Colonel Minor was 
directed to report himself to Coionel Carbery early next morning, who would furnish him. Colonel Minor was in 
pursuit of Colonel Carbery from very early in the morning until Tate in the forenoon, without finding him, and, after 
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obtaining an order from General Winder, marched his regiment to Greenleaf’s Point to the arsenal and magazine, 
where he again met with difficulties as before stated, which delayed his march and prevented him from being in the 
action. Having made this recapitulation of facts, the military question is presented for consideration: and having 
furnished the most ample means to the House to form correct opinions on this part of the inquiry, and as most of 
the communications from military characters enter more or less into this military view, the committee take it for granted 
that they have discharged their duty by the view they have taken, and submit this question to the consideration of 


the House. 
The Navy Department. 


As it regards the part taken by the Secretary of the Navy, including the destruction of the navy yard, &c. the solici- 
tude of the President, in anticipation of the probable designs of the enemy against this city and the adjacent country, 
induced the Secretary of the Navy to cause three twelve pounders to be mounted on field carriages, and completely 
furnished for field service, in the month of May last, and the marines trained to act as infantry or artillery. Pre- 
vious to the reinforcement of the enemy in the Patuxent, he caused to be mounted two long eighteen pounders on 
field carriages, and prepared for field service, to be given to Commodore Barney, in case of emergency, to co-operate 
with the laud forces; and Commodore Barney was instructed to prepare for this eventual service in case he had to 
abandon his flotilla. On the 18th of August the Secretary received the first intelligence of the reinforcement of the 
enemy: the day on which they landed at Benedict. Commodore Barney was ordered to destroy his flotilla whenever 
it appeared certain that it would otherwise be captured, and to unite and co-operate with the forces under command 
of General Winder. Letters were despatched to Commodore Rodgers and Captain Porter, with,orders to repairwith 
their forces towards the city of Washington with the utmost expedition. With every exertion, Commodore Rodgers 
was unable to reach the city by the 24th. The enemy entered our waters on the 16th; it was known in this city on 
the 18th; marched from Benedict on the 20th; and entered this city on the 24th; and left it precipitately on the evening 
of the 25th. ‘The Secretary of the Navy called on General Winder on the 20th; pointed out the volunteer mechanics of 
the navy yard, then in his army, who were good axe-men, and would act with effect as pioneers. It was understood 
that a large squadron of the enemy’s fleet had passed the principal obstacle in the navigation of the Potomac, and 
was ascending to co-operate with their land forces. The Secretary of the Navy expressed solicitude for Fort 
Washington, and proposed to throw into that fort the marines and part of the seamen for its defence: the command- 
ing general did not think it expedient to lessen his force by the abstraction of a part so efficient as the marines and 
seamen. 

The Secretary of the Navy visited the navy yard on the 21st; inquired the means of transportation and the assist- 
ance left in the yard. The mechanics of the yard had been with the army from the first alarm: four officers and a 
few of the ordinary, chiefly blacks, remained: two of the old gunboats, the only craft for transportation. The wagons 
of this district had been pressed for the army; and the blacks usually in the market for hire, were employed at the 
works at Bladensburg. Orders were given for every means of transportation to be used. The public vessels afloat 
were, the new sloop of war Argus, the new schooner Lynx, three barges, and two gunboats. On the slip, the frigate 
Columbia, of the largest class, nearly ready for launching; her equipments generally made and ready, or in great 
forwardness. Besides the buildings, engines, fixtures, shop furniture, of the several mechanical branches in the 
navy yard, there were about one hundred tons of cordage, some canvass, considerable quantity of salt petre, copper 
iron, lead, block tin, naval and military stores, implements, and fixed ammunition, with a variety of manufacturec 
articles in all the branches; seventeen hundred and forty three barrels of beef and pork, two hundred and seventy- 
nine barrels of whiskey, some plank and timber. 

The Secretary states that he had no means left to transport the sloop Argus, nor place of safety, in his opinion, 
if the enemy took possession of the city. He ordered the barges to the Little Falls. On the morning of the 24th 
the Secretary visited the head quarters of General Winder, near the Eastern Branch bridge. ‘The President and 
some of the Heads of Departments were present. ‘The Secretary of the Navy presented to the President the con- 


sideration of the navy yard, in the presence of the Secretaries of War and Treasury. The public vessels and public 
gto the enemy; and no doubt seemed to be 


property were described; the importance of the supplies and shippin } r 
entertained of the union of the squadron and the land forces, should the enemy succeed in the capture of the city 
of Washington, General Winder having distinctly stated that morning that Fort Washington could not be detend- 
ed. In this event, nothing could be more clear than the plunder and destruction of the public buildings and pro- 
perty of the navy yard; and whether a junction was formed, or the land forces alone took the city, the loss of the 
navy yard and public property was certain. Upon this representation, the Secretary of the Navy, in his report, 
says, it was distinctly understood, as the result of the conversation, that the public shipping, naval and_ military 
stores and provisions at the navy yard, should be destroyed in the event of the enemy’s obtaining possession of the 
city. It appears that the articles to be destroyed were in store, and could not be separated from those establish- 
ments which might have been left; one of the barges was sent to Alexandria, and remained there until taken by the 
enemy; one gunboat, with salt provisions, has been recovered, the other was laden with provisions and gunpowder, 
but run aground, and was plundered by the inhabitants about the navy yard. The powder and part of the provisions 


have been recovered. ‘The new schooner Lynx escaped the flames, and remains without much injury. The me- 
s partially consumed, will be useful. 


tallic articles are chiefly all saved, and the timber in dock, and that which is ly. ’ 
The machinery of the steam engine is not much injured; the boiler is perfect. The buildings, with the exception of 
the house of the commandant, the lieutenant of the guards, the guard houses, the gateway, and one other building, 
are all destroyed; the walls of some appear entire. ‘The monument to perpetuate the memory of the naval heroes 
who fell in the attack upon ‘Tripoli, is a little defaced. ‘The issuing store of the yard and its contents, which escaped 
the original conflagration, were destroyed by the enemy on the 25th. 

The following estimate of the public property and buildings is the most accurate that the committee have been 
able to obtain, and which to them is as satisfactory and as accurate as the nature of the inquiry would admit, viz: 


The capitol, from its foundation to its destruction, including original cost, alterations, repairs, &c. 787,163 28 
The President’s house, including all costs, - - ~ « ° a : i 334,334 00 





Public offices, treasury, state, war, and navy, 
$1,215,111 10 








The buildings have been examined by order of a committee of the Senate. The walls of the capi- 


tol and President’s house are good, and require repairs only. The walls of the public offices 
are not sufficient. It is supposed that the sum of four hundred and sixty thousand dollars will 
be sufticient to place the buildings in the situation they were in previous to their destruction, - $160,000 00 
Loss es at the navy yard, pee 
moveable propert - - - - - - - - . - 745 5 
In od tom ‘ ; ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ > 91,425 53 


In buildings and fixtures, - - 
$969,171 04 


To this sum must be added the public library, estimated at 


An estimate of the expense of rebuilding, in a plain and substantial manner, the navy yard, so as 
to carry on all the public works with a3 much advantage and convenience as previous to its eos 
7 ‘ 37 


destruction, - . 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Original Value. | Value Recovered. Real Loss. 
No. 1, | Frigate Columbia, - - “ : $116,123 05 $10,432 00 $105,691 05 

2, | Sloop of war ——, - - - 75,000 00 10,186 55 64,813 45 
3, | One large rowgalley, - - : : 4,500 00 1,477 47 3,022 53 
4,| Twosmall do. - . 2 a ‘ 6,000 00 722 80 | ° 5,277 20 
56, | One armed scow, - - - . * 1,610 54 | 956 09 654 45- 
6,| One do. - - - - - 1,096 29 | 586 67 509 60 
7, | Gunboats, rowboats, &c.  - . : 6,553 34 | 5,773 34 780 00 
8, | Boatbuilder’s shop, - - - - - 2,962 98 | - 2,962 98 
9, | Blacksmith’s and plumber’s shop, - - 4,532 80 | 1,996 50 2,563 30 
10, | Cooper’s shop, - - - - 7,689 75 _ 2,854 04 Ff 4,835 71 
11, | Guncarriage shop, &. —- - - - 525.00 ou 525 00 
12, | Painter’s shop, - - - - 869 97 15 00 854 97 
13, | Blockmaker’s shop, - - - 1,610 00 | #2 1,610 00 
14, |. Medical store, - - - - - 2,679 84 | - 2,679 84. 
15, | Ordnance store, &c. - - - ° 18,769 90 : 18,769 90 
16, | Naval stores, sorsagr, &c. - - - 78,262 25 - 78,262 25 
17, | Copper, iron, lead, &c. - - - - 49,965 27 42,522 40 '7,442 87 
18, | Navy storekeeper’s stores, - - - - 20,431 77 2,921 89 17,509 88 
19, | Ordnance, smallarms, __- - - - 173,284 97 162,926 22 10,358 75 
20, | Provisions and contingencies, - - - 46,962 04 4,071 44 42,890 60 
21, | Timber, plank, knees, &c. - - - - 45,000 00 - 45,000 00 
22, | Anchors, - - . - - - 12,400 94 12,400 94 |: . 

23. | Miscellaneous articles, = - - - - 1,380 13 | ° 648 85 731 18 

$678,210 71 | $260,465 20 $417,745 51 

















Capture of Alexandria. 


In relation to the conduct ef the corporation of Alexandria, and its capture by the enemy in his recent euter- 
prise, the committee have been furnished with various documents and information, and to which the committee 
refer; but, in justice to the town and to the public,.a brief retrospect may not be deemed improper, as connecting 
certain events with the surrender of the town, on the 29th of August. Octuber, 1812, a volunteer company was 
raised in Alexandria, amounting to about séventy, including officers, clothed by voluntary aid.and donation from . 
the citizens of Alexandria, intended for the lines, but stationed at Fort Washington; remained in garrison till De- 
cember; ordered to Annapolis, and there discharged. March, 1813, Captain Marsteller’s company of artillery, 
stationed at Fort Washington for upwards of three months. 21st of March, 1813, corporation, by committee, called 
on the Secretary of War for ‘arms, &c. for the defence of Alexandria. 8th of May, corporation, by committee, 
waited upon the President to apprize him ef the defenceless state of the town. President acknowledged that at- 
tention was due to the representations of respectable men, and the proper attention should be given; and, at the 
same time, apprized the committee of the impossibility, in the nature of things, to give complete protection to every 
assailable point of the country. 11th of May, committee of vigilance appointed to ce-operate with the committees ~ 
of Georgetown and city of Washington: a deputation from the three committees waite = General Armstrong, 
and represented the necessity of additional fortifications at Fort Washington. Colonel Wadsworth was ordered 
to attend the committee, examine, and report upon their suggestions. ‘The examination was made, and Colonel 
Wadsworth reported that the battery at Fort Washington was in such a state, and it so effectually commanded the 
channel of the Potomac, that it_was not to be apprehended that the enemy would attempt to pass it while its pre- 
sent defences remained entire. Its elevated situation should prevent dread of a cannonading from ships; that, in case 
of designs against the District of Columbia, an assault by land was most probable.. To guard against this, some 
inconsiderable work on the land was recommended; an additional fort, in the same neighborhood, was considered 
unnecessary. On the 5th and 13th of August, 1814, the corporation loaned to the United States thirty-five thou- 
sand dollars, upon condition that it should be expended south of Alexandria. After the defeat of General Winder 
at Bladensburg, the corporation, by committee, waited upon the British commander, at this city, to know what 
treatment was to be expected, provided Alexandria should fall into his hands. Admiral Cockburn assured the de- 
putation that private property would be respected; that — some fresh provisions and Hour might be wanted, 
but they should be paid for. Without firing a gun, on the 27th, Fort Washington was blown up and abandoned by 
the commanding officer, Captain Dyson, who has been dismissed from the service of the United States, by the sen- 
tence of a court martial, in consequence of it. ; ; : 

On the 28th, after the enemy’s squadron passed the fort, the corporation, by deputation, proceeded to the ship 
commanded by Captain Gordon, who commanded, and requested to know his intentions in regard to Alexandria; 
which he proposed to communicate when he should come opposite the town, but promised that the persons, houses, 
and furniture, of the citizens, should be unmolested, if he met with no opposition. Next day, the 29th, the British 
squadron was drawn up in line of battle so as tocommand the whole town. There were two frigates, the Seahorse, 
thirty-eight guns, and Euryalus, thirty-six guns, two rocket ships of eighteen guns each, two bomb ships of eight 
guns on, and a schooner of two guns, arranged along the town. The committee will not attempt to condense 
the correspondence and terms of surrender, but refer to it as a part of the report. One hour was allowed the cor- 
poration to decide. It was stated to the British officer that the common council had no power to compel the re- 
turn of merchandise carried to the nage nor to compel the citizens to aid in raising the sunken vessels: these 
two points were yielded by the enemy. ‘lhe enemy was requested to explain what was included in the term mer- 
chandise, which was to be taken; and, in answer, it was stated that it would embrace such as was intended for 
exportation, such as tobacco, cotton, flour, bale goods, &c. The plunder of the enemy was indiscriminate, and not 
confined to any particular class of individuals, and included alike non-residents and inhabitants. The plunder of . 
the enemy ‘was confined principaliy to flour, cotton, and tobacco. 

Estimate of the loss. Three zhips, three brigs, several bay and river craft, some vessels burned, sixteen thou- 
sand barrels of flour taken, one thousand hogsheads of tobacco, one hundred and fifty bales of cotton, five thousand 
dollars’ worth of wines, sugar, &c. In relation to a letter written by Admiral Codrington to Captain Gordon, the 
committee will refer to the entire letter of General John Mason, who gives a satisfactory history of this transaction; 
and, to complete this part of the subject, reference is had to the statement of General Hungerford, giving the move- 
ments of his troops, and explains the interviews he had with the deputation from Alexandria, on his march to the 
city of Washington. 

Conclusion. 


in the inquiry into the causes of the success of the enemy, in his recent an ee against this metropolis, the neigh- 

boring town of Alexandria, &c. the committee consulted a mode of investigation least embarrassing to themselves and to 

others. They determined that, as it was indispensable to resort to some of the parties for information not derivable 
6 m 
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from other sources, it would be equally their ay | to hear, as far as practicable, those who were deeply concerned, 
as to character and reputation, from the agency they had in this unfortunate transaction, with a determination that, 
in the event of any contradictions in material circumstances, to resort to impartial sources: for explanation or cor- 
rection. In the mean time, the committee called upon those who may be considered as impartial observers, for 
statements, that a just comparison might be made of different allegations and representations. If, therefore, the 
committee have failed to call upon persons in possession of any additional facts and views not submitted, it has not 
been through a want of inclination to receive all that could be important, but from a want of a knowledge of such 
persons — such facts. It was a question with the committee, at its earliest meeting, whether personal examina- 

be adopted, or whether resort should be had, in the first ee to call for 


tions before the committee shoul : r r 
written communieations to views and interrogatories submitted by the committee, and best calculated to extract 


every important fact, Several considerations induced the adoption of the latter mode. 

It gave the committee command of part of their time to attend to other public duties equally imperious and ob- 
ligatory. It incurred no expense to Government ‘or individuals, who were not interrupted in either their private 
concerns or public duties. The committee knew the anxiety of the House to have this inquiry closed as soon as 
possible, and which, by a-different course, would have taken up the whole of the session, and encumbered with more 
useless and irrelevant matter and views than will be found in the communications. ‘The committee feel therefore 
confident, that the House will be satistied with the manner in which the subject has been developed; and to correct 
any possible error, and to receive any important fact or additional matter, although it is not very probable that much 
can remain, the committee will ask leave to report, with a reservation of a right to make any other communication 


that may be found necessary to an impartial examination of this subject. 


APPENDIX. 


In addition to the report of the committee, in order to give a more satisfactory view and detail upon the main 
subjects of inquiry, and a variety of incidental matter which has arisen from the investigation, the following com- 
munications are referred to as an appendix: 

1. In relation to the measures adopted by administration, and the part taken by the President and the Heads of 
Departments, the committee refer to the letters from the Secretaries of State, War, Navy, and the Attorney Gene- 
ral: one is also expected from the ‘Secretary of the Treasury, which shall be communicated when received. 

2. In relation to the steps taken and measures adopted by the Secretary of War, the committee refer to the 
correspondence with the commanding general, the Governors of Pennsy)vania, Maryland, and Virginia, the letter 
of Colonel Tayloe, two reports from the ordnance office, as to arms, military stores, &c. : 

3. The conduct of the commanding general, the collection and dis sitions of the forces, and the conduct and 
movements of different corps, the committee refer to the narrative of General Winder, his correspondence with 
the States of Pennsylvania, Mar land, and Virginia, the War Department, and various officers, the reports of 
General Smith, General Young, General Stansbury, Colonel Sterret, Major William Pinkney, General Douglas, 
Colonel Minor, Colonel Beall, and Commodore Barney’s official letter. 

4. In relation to the measures and arrangements and acts of the Navy Department, including the destruction of 
the navy yard and the public property, as well as the destructien of the public buildings in the city, the committee 
refer to a report from the Secretary of the Navy, a report from Commodore ‘Tingey, and a report from Mr. Mun- 

_ roe, superintendent of the public buildings. _ 

5. In relation to the capture and capitulation of Alexandria, the committee. refer to the proceedings of the 
court martial upon Captain Dyson, the correspondence between him and the Secretary of War, as to the abandon- 
ment of the fort, the report of the corporation of Alexandria, including the terms of surrender, &c. and the letter 


from General Mason, relating to a letter from Admiral Codrington. ; 
6. In relation to general information and incidental topics, the committee refer to Mr. Law, General Van Ness, 


and Doctor Catlett. 


A LIST OF THE DOCUMENTS. 


. A-report of the army, its strength and distribution, previous to the first of July, 1814. 
. Letter of Colonel Monroe, then Secretary of State. 

Letter of General Armstrong, late Secretary of War. 
Letter from the Honorable William Jones, Secretary of the Navy. 


. Letters from the Honorable Richard Rush, Attorney General. ; a 
6. Communication from the War Department, including the orders in relation to the tenth military district, 


the requisition of the fourth of July, and the correspondence with the Governors of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and 
Maryland, and with General Winder. 
7. The narrative of General Winder. . 
8. Reports of Generals Stansbury, Smith, Young, Douglas, and — ee Colonels Sterret, Minor, Tay- 
loe, Lavall, and Beall; Major Pinkney, and Captains Burch and Caldwell. 
9. Report from the Navy Department, including the official report of Commodore Barney. 
10. Letters from General Van.Ness, Doctor Catlett, and John Law, Esquire. 


11. Reports from the Ordnance Department. ; S ‘ ‘ 
12, Sentence of the court martial in relation to Captain Dyson, and {he correspondence between him and the 


Secretary of War. : a : ; : 
13. Report from the corporation of Alexandria, including the capitulation, and letter from Gen. John Mason. 
14. Report from the superintendent of the public buildings, 


15.. William Simmons’s letter, 


1 
2 
3 
4 
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. No. 1. 
A Report of the Army, its strength and distribution, previous to the 1st of July, 1814. 
3} ‘$1 
5 Bs STATION. = = STATION.” 
3 Bf Fy 
=e | =e | se]. 
= < a5 < 
District No. \. No. 9—Continued. 
40th Reg’t Infantry. | 352 379 | Boston, Portsmouth, |} 6th Reg’t Infantry,| 250} 518}, 
Artillerists, - | 363 | 276 Portland, & East- || 10th ditto, 254 327 
port. 12th _— ditto, 482 |} 752 
Total, - 615 655 13th ditto, 194 381 
— ———— 14th ditto, 137 262 
District No. 2. 15th _— ditto, 317 | 549 
Artillerists, -| 127] 149 | New London. 16th ditto, 299 434 \ 1st, or division of 
37th Reg’t Infantry,| 490 | 565 Ditto. 29th = dittos) Ft} 374] 515 the right. 
: ee 30th ditto, | £4] 274 | 354 
Total, -| 617] 714 3Ist ditto, >| 90 99 
a 32d ditto, | =O} 165 | 236 
District No, 3. 34th _ditto,) 52) 183 | 240 
Artillerists, - | 378} 370 ist Rifle Regiment, 
32d Reg’t Infantry, | 335 | 602 2d battalion, -| 223 { 276// 
4ist ditto, 628 | 692 | }New York. ; 
42d _* ditto, 331 | 374 Total, - [4,908 | 7,108 
Sea Fencibles, -| (77 78 : 
The recruits of the 
Total, - {1,849 | 2,116 above regiments, the 
— 48th Infant. 300 dra- 
- District No. 4. a _ || goons, and 264 light 
Artillerists, - | 108 | 108 | Fort Mifflin, recruit- || artillerists, under or- 
Dragoons, 200 | 200 ing rendezvous. ders to join this divi- 
, sion, will amount to |4,687 | 4,687 
Total, -| 308| 308 
; = |=—— Total, - 19,595 111,795 
District No. 5. = 
Artillerists, - | 210| 224 Light Artillery, - 60 66 > 
20th Reg. Infant. Norfolk. | Dragoons, (troops 
35th ditto, ; 873 | 912 mounted ) -| 443) 557 
38th ditto, Ist bat. Artillerists, -| 624! 687 
Artillerists, t.. 65} 111 9th Reg’t Infantry,| 227 | 501 | | Buffalo, Oswego, & 
38th Reg’t, 2d bat. | 300} 316 | Baltimore. lith ditto, | 492| 628! Sackett’s Harbor. 
Sea Fencibles, - | 167} 173 ; 2ist _— ditto, 458 | 664 
Artillerists, - 40 | 40] Annapolis. — 25th — ditto, 392 | 606 
Ditto, - 79 82 | Fort Washington. Ist Rifle Regiment, 
36th Reg’t Infantry, | 320 | 350 | St. Mary’s. Ist battalion, -| 345 | 345 | 
Total, - |2,154 {2,208 Total, - |3,041 |4,074 
| 
District No. 6. Under orders to join 
Dragoons, -| 135] 141 fh this division: 
Artillerists,_ __- | -413 | 430 Artillerists -| 248 | ‘248 
sth Reg’t Infantry,| 688 | 728 Ist Reg’t Infantry, | 200} 214 
18th ditto, 443 482 | | North & South Ca- |/ 22d ditto, 359 | 517 
43d__ ditto, 261| 269] rolina & Georgia. || 23d ditto, 600 | 650 
ist Rifle Regiment, The recruits of the S 
Ist Company, - 87 92 j Ist, 9th, 11th, 21st, 
Sea Fenciblés, -] 100] 102 & 25th, under orders | 
to join, amount to - | 910; 910 
Total, - |2,127 [2,244 
== | Total, - 15,348 [6.613 
District No. 7. 
Artillerists, -| 339] 351 = 
- Reg’t agua bo po N. Orleans, Mobile, . 
7th ditto, 670 | 694 and the Creek na- ABSTRACTS OF TOTALS. 
39th _— ditto, 370 | 394 tion. 
44th ditto, 89 97 pagel 
Total, - }2,276 |2,378 
——i————— Effectives. Aggregate. 
District No. 8. ; 
Artillerists, -| 142] 179 
io means, 
19th ditto, . 615 655 
24th ditto, 4,001 |1, 768 Pi, oy 617 714 
28th ditto, BGReEy, ic. 1,849 2,116 
Rangers, -| 317] 48 308 308 
Ditto, -| 7] 108 2,154 2,208 
| 2,127 2,244 
Total, - {2,121 |2.472 2,276 2,378 
a | 2,121 2,472 
‘ District No. 9. 9,595 11,795 
Light Artillery, --| 458] 610 5,348 6,613 
4 e . *. 
regen, eB oka 4 Ist, or division of 
4th Reg’t Infantry, 655 | 751 the right. 27,010 31.503 
5th _ ditto, 275 | 407 ‘ 
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No. 2. 
Letter of Colonel Monroe, then Secretary of State. 


Wasuineton City, November 13, 1814, 


_. The events in France having greatly augmented the disposable force of the enem a 
eae the United States being well known, the safety of this metropolis was thought . venue’ purtiowee pr 
on. 

On or about the first of July last, the President convened the Heads of Departments ; 
to consult them on the measures which it would be proper to adopt for the salety of rR led y district Gene ral. 
peared to have digested a plan of the force to be called immediately into the field; the additional force to be kept under 
orders tomarch at a moment’s notice; its compositiqn, and necessary equipment. - It seemed to be his object, that some 

> . >] . 
position should be taken between the Eastern Branch and the Patuxent, with two or three thousand men, and that 
an additional force of ten or twelve thousand, including the militia of the district, should be held in readiness in the 
ne States, to march when called on. ‘The whole force to be put under the command of an officer of the 
regular army. 

The measures suggested by the President were approved by all the members of the administration. The Sec- 
retaries of War and Navy gave the information required of them, incident to their respective departments The 
former stated the regular force which he could draw together at an early day, infantry and cavalry; the amount of 
the militia of the district, and the States from which he should draw. the remaining foroe in contemp ation and in what 
proportions. The latter stated the aid which he could afford, from the officers and seamen of the flotilla on the 
Patuxent, and the marines at the navy yard on the Eastern Branch. The result of the meeting promised prom >t 
and efficacious measures for carrying these objects into execution. ‘The command of this “whole force with 
that of the district No. 5, was given to Brigadier General Winder. é , , 

On the 5th of July | went to Virginia, whence I returned on or about the 25th., Aftermy return I was mach 
engaged in the _ Pom — Department. , ' 

Calling on the President on the morning of the 18th of August, he informed me that . 
Pasusent fa considerable force, and were landing at Benedict. I remarked that this 7 pong ey gy He 
concurred in the opinion. I offered to proceed immediately to Benedict, with a troop of horse, to observe their 
force, report it, with my opinion of their objects, and, should they advance on this city, to retire before them, com- 
municating regularly their movements to the Government. ‘This proposal was acceded to. Captain Thornton, of 
Alexandria, was ordered to accompany me, with a detachment of twenty-five or thirty of the dragoons of the dis- 
trict." I set out at about 1 P. M. on the 19th, and arrived at 10 next morning in sight of the enemy’s squadron, lying 
before Benedict, and continued to bea spectator of their movements until after the action at Bladensburg on the 24th. 

The annexed notes contain information which I communicated to the Government, of the force and designs of 
the enemy. 

In retiring from Nottingham, late the evening of the 2st, after writing a note to the i red j 
column of the enemy in the rear of the town, which I concluded had passed ban Benedict Mages: pale ar sy 
moving in concert with the barges. ‘The number I could not ascertain, having seen its head only. I went immedi. 
ately to Mr. Oden’s, where I met Colonel Beall, whom I had before seen at Nottingham. He had taken a view of 
the enemy’s column from a commanding height contiguous to the town. From his statement we both concluded 
that it must have amounted to between four and five thousand men. The force in the barges was supposed to exceed 
one thousand: so that the whole force of the enemy a ag be estimated at about six thousand. Hearing that General 
Winder was at the Woodyard, I hastened to him. He had there about two thousand two hundred men, consist- 
ing of the marines, Colonel Lavall’s cavalry, and the city and Georgetown militia. I understood that he either 
then gave orders, or repeated those he had before given, to a part of the militia at Baltimore, and to Colonel Beal! 
who commanded six or seven hundred at Annapolis, to move towards Bladensburg to his support. , 

On the morning of the 22d General Winder put his force in motion from the Weodyars towards Nottingham 
At 5 Lavall’s a met the enemy a mile in advance of Mr. Oden’s. They were in full march, as was inferred, 
tor Washington, with intention to attack General Winder. Our cavalry retired before the enemy, and General 
Winder, after reconnoitering his force as well as the nature of the ground would admit, retired the head of his 
column towards the Woodyard, with intention to concentrate his force, and form it in line. It was soon perceived 
that the enemy had taken a road to his right in a direction to Upper Marlborough, at which place they arrived about 
2 P. M. on thatday. General Winder retired by the Woodyard to a place called the Old Fields, which covered 
equally Bladensburg, the bridges on the Eastern Branch, and Fort Washington. Commodore Barney joined him 
there with the flotilla men, amounting to about five hundred. 

Late on the evening of the 22d, the President, with the Secretaries of War, Navy, and Attorney General 
joined General Winder at the Old Fields, and remained with him until the afternoon of the 23d. ‘ 

After mid-day on the 23d, General Winder detached Major Peter with some field pieces, and Captains David- 
son and Stull’s companies, to skirmish with the enemy near Marlborough, who advanced on him, and took a position 
near the camp at the Old Fields, menacing it with attack, either that night, or early the next morning. - General 
Winder retired, and passed the Eastern Branch into the city that night. Colonel Tilghman, with his cavalry, re- 
mained on the road between Marlborough and Bladensburg. 

General Stansbury, with a part of his brigade, arrived at Bladensburg on the evening of the 22d, and the remain- 
der arrived there on the evening of the 23d. This brigade amounted to between two thousand two hundred and 
two thousand three hundred men. 

In the afternoon of the 23d, the President, with the Secretaries of War and Navy, returned to Washington. 
The Attorney General, and several respectable friends from the city, proceeded with me to the road leading from 
Marlborough to Bladensburg. Late that evening I heard of the advance of the enemy on the party under Major Peter, 
and against General Winder. 

Not knowing the result, I hastened to General Stansbury’s quarters at Bladensburg, and found him encamped 
on the height beyond the village on the road leading to Mariborough. He had just heard of the enemy’s movement, 
but was hkewise unacquainted with the result. I had the pleasure to meet there Colonel Sterret and Major Pink- 
ney. 1 advised the General to fall forthwith on the enemy’s rear, although it was then 12 o’clock at night. He 
observed that he had been ordered to take post at Bladensburg, and did not think himself at liberty to leave its but, 
had it been otherwise, as a considerable portion of his force had just arrived, after a very fatiguing march, that it 
would not be in his power to march that night. I proceeded to the city, where I heard that General Winder had 
crossed the Eastern Branch, and taken post near the navy yard. 

In the morning of the 24th, I met the President at General Winder’s quarters. Among other rumors of the 
enemy’s movements, the General had just heard that he was marching towards Bladensburg. I asked if General 
Stansbury was apprised of it. He presumed that he was. I offered to join him. ‘The President and General 
Winder both expressed a wish that I would. I lost nota moment in complying with their desire. Between 11 
and 12 I joined General Stansbury, who had moved his brigade on this side of the Eastern Branch, near the bridge. 
1 inquired where were the enemy? He replied, advancing, not more than three miles distant. I advised the Gen- 
eral to form his troops to receive them, which he immediately commenced. The order of battle was formed on the 
presumption that his brigade would alone have to meet the enemy in the first instance. Major Pinkney, witha 
battalion of riflemen, was placed to the right of the battery to support it; another corps was —— to the left, for 
the same purpose, and the fifth Baltimore regiment in the rear. On forming the line on the brow of the hill, and 
extending the right to cover the road leading to Washington, it was found that the left would be much exposed, as 
it scarcely extended to the rear of the battery. If the battery should be forced, which seemed probable, the enemy’s 
column would turn our lett, and ascending the heights and commanding the most advantageous grounds, force us 
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towards the city. . This induced, ata late period, the removal of the fifth Baltimore cogent from the rear of the 
battery, to the left of the line, a measure taken with reluctance, and in haste. Colonel Beall’s corps had entered 
Bladensburg from another route, and was at that moment approaching the bridge. Captain Thornton was sent to lead 
it to the height to the right of the road, which commanded the whole of the ground held by General Stansbury’s bn - 
gade. It was deemed important to occupy that height to protect the line to the left, and likewise to impede the 
enemy’s movement by the road towards the ~~ ‘The cavalry were placed to the left, somewhat in the rear of the 
line. After General Stansbury had made this disposition, Mr. WalterJones, junior, set out, at my request, for the 
city, to communicate it to the President, the Secretary of War, and General Winder, with the near approach of 
the enemy. . 

Immediately after this General Winder arrived, and informed us that his whole force was in full march to Bla- 
densburg. On taking a view of the order which had been formed, he approved of it. This was the more satisfac- 
tory, because it had then become impossible to make any essential change. The General proceeded promptly, for 
the enemy.were getting in sight, to make a disposition of such of his troops as had derived He placed one corps 
near the battery, to snap it, and some pieces of artillery on the left of General Stansbury’s line. We then passed 
to the right along-the line. Near the road, leading from Bladensburg to Washington, we met the Secretary of 
War, and immediately afterwards, at the road, I met the President and Mr. Rush, who had just arrived, and who, 
joining with me, the Secretary of War, and General Winder, proceeded together towards the left of the line. Mr. 
Rush informed me that the President intended, when every arrangement should be completed, to take a position 
with the members of the administration in the rear of the line, that, looking to all the functions of. the Government, 
he might be able to act with their counsel according to circumstances. Shortly ‘afterwards the President gave me 
the same intimation. The action may be said to have commenced, when we had arrived in the rear of the battery 
near the bridge. ‘The enemy had saluted us with their rockets, and, attempting to pass the bridge, our little bat - 
teries had begun to play on them. After some pause, the President remarked to the Secretary of War and myself, 
that it would now be proper for us to retire in the rear, leaving the military movement to military men, which we . 
did. The Attorney General followed us. After our little batteries were carried, and the left of our line broken, 
the President, with the members of the administration present, retired along the eminence on which the left of the 
line had been formed, viewing the progress of the action to the right. On, or near the summit of this ground, } 
separated from the President, and_ the other gentlemen of the administration. with him; they continuing to move 
slowly towards the city, | remaining to view the enemy’s progress. At this moment [ fell in again with Mr. W. 
Jones, jun. who had been charged, as already mentioned, after the line was first formed, with a communication to 
the President, the Secretary of War, and to General Winder. Hearing on the road that the General had passed 
him, he had immediately returned, and delivered to him the message in my presence, and afterwards remained 
with the Baltimore troops during the action. Inclining to the left, we hastened to the capitol, where we met the 
Secretary of War and General Winder. The General consulted the Gocretey of War and me, on the propriety 
. of making an attempt to rally the troops on the Capitol Hill. We both advised him to rally and form them on the 

heights above Georgetown, believing, as I did, that much would be hazarded by an attempt near the capitol. | 
knew that a column of the enemy had advanced from the high ground which had been held by our troops, and 
meeting, as they would, with no opposition, =o take possession of the heights above the city, and thus force our 
troops, in case of a new disaster, to the plain between the capitol, the Eastern branch, and the .Potomac; 
whereas, by occupying the heights above Georgetown, the enemy must either attack us to disadvantage, or, entering 
the city, expose his right flank and rear to an attack from us, 
JAMES MONROE. 


Copy of a letter from James Monroe to the President of the United States, dated 


Acaquasco Mitts, seven miles fom Benedict, i 

Dear Sir: August 20, 1814, one o’clock, P. M. 
I arrived here this morning at eight o’clock, and have been since within four miles of Benedict, at Butler’s 
mill, where it Was reported the enemy, on their march, had arrived. The report was unfounded. The enemy 
- landed yesterday at Benedict. and had advanced their pickets within a mile and a half of that mill, for security 
only. From‘a height between that mill and the Patuxent, I had a view of their shipping; but being at the distance 
of three miles, and having no glass, we could not count them. We shall take better views in the course of the even- 
ing, and should any thing be seen, material, I will immediately advise you of it. The general idea is, that they are 
still debarking their troops, the number of which I have not obtained any satisfactory information of. The general 
idea also is, that Washington is their object, but of this I can form no opinion at this time. Thebest security against 

this attempt is an adequate preparation to repel it. : 

Respectfully, your friend and servant, 
. JAMES MONROE. 


Copy of a letter from James Monroe to the President of the United States, dated 


Dear Sir: Horse Heap, 4ugust 21, 1814. 

I quartees last night near Charlotte Hall, and took a view this morning. at eight o’clock, from a commanding 
height below Benedict creek, of all the enemy’s shipping near the town and down the river, to the distance, at least, 
of eight or ten miles. I counted twenty-three square rigged vessels; few others were to be seen, and very few 
barges. I inferred, from the latter circumstance, that the enemy had moved up the river, either against Commo- 
dore Barney’s flotilla at Nottingham, confining their views to that object, or taking that in their way, and aimin 
at the city, in combination with the force on the Potomac, of which I have no correct information. I had, when 
left Acquasco mills last night, intended to have passed over to the Potomac, after giving you an account of their 
vessels from the height below Benedict; but, on observing the very tranquil scene which [ have mentioned, I was 
led, by the inference I drew from it, to hasten back to take a view of the enemy’s movements in this quarter, which 
it might be more important for the Government to be made acquainted with.. Iam now ‘on the main road from 
“Washington to Benedict, twelve miles from the latter, and find that no troops have a in this direction. The 
reports make it probable that a force by land and water has been sent against the flotilla., I shall proceed with 
Captain Thornton’s troop immediately to Nottingham, and write thence whatever may be deserving of notice. 

The enemy have plundered the country, to the distance of three or four miles, of all their stock, &c. 


The intelligence of the enemy’s force in the Potomac varies here as much as in Washington. —I have had no 
means of forming a correct estimate of it. 
JAMES MONROE. 


Copy of a letter from James Monroe to Brigadier General Winder, dated 
. Norrinenam, fugusl 21, 1814. 


The enemy are now within four hundred bg of the shore. There are but three barges at hand, and the 


force in view is not considerabie. If you send five or six hundred men, if you could not save the town, you 
may, perhaps, cut off their retreat or rear. J. M. 


P. S. Ten or twelve more barges in view. There are but two muskets m town, and a few scattering militia. 
Five o’clock. Thirty or forty barges are in view. J. M. 


Sir: 





| 
| 
| 
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Copy of a letter from James Monroe to the President of the United States. 


The enemy are advanced six miles on the road to the Woodyard, and our troops retiring. Our troops were 


on the march to meet them, but in too small a body to engage. General Winder proposes to retire till he can col- 
The enemy are in full march for Washington. Have the materials prepared to destroy the 


aes them in a body. 
J. MONRO. 


Monday. nine o’clock. You had better remove the records. 


No. 3. 


Letter of General Armstrong, late Secretary of War. 
Lapercoriz, October 17, 1814. 


Sir: 

An occasional absence from the place of my usual residence prevented me from receiving the letter you did 
me the honor to write to me on the third instant, until this morning. I now hasten to fulfil the injunctions of the 
committee, in giving to them “* such information, views, and remarks, as are deemed pertinent to the subject of their 
inquiry, and best calculated for an impartial investigation of the causes of the success of the enemy in his recent 


enterprises against the metropolis, and the neighboring town-of Alexandria.” , 
i d other property, were destroyed, and of the amount thereof,” 


**Of the manner in which the public buildings, an A he 
I know nothing personally, nor have I recourse to any documents which would enable me to make a satisfactory 


communication on these points. : ; , ee ; 
The enemy’s success in his late enterprise against the city of Washington, &c. must necessarily be traced to 
one of two causes: the incompetency of the means projected and employed to repel his attack, or, the mismanage- 


ment or misconduct of these. : 
Under the first head may be noticed, what was the force contemplated and ordered by the Government as com- 
petent? What was that actually assembled and employed? And what other, or additional, means were at the dis- 


posal of the Government? 

The second head would furnish an inquiry strictly military, viz: Whether all was done, that was necessary and 
practicable, by the commanding General and the troops under his direction? — For such an inquiry I am not pre- 
pared, and what, under either head, I may be able to offer, will but be a detail of facts coming within my official 
cognizance, without any admixture of opinions. : 

Early in the month of June last, a call was made on the War Department for a general report of the numbers of ' 
regular troops and militia employed by the United States, and the distribution which had been made of these for the 
service of the present campaign. This statement was promptly rendered, and submitted by the President to the 
Heads of Departments. It is not recollected that any alteration of the provisions exhibited by this document was 
either made or suggested. A reference to it will show what was the force then deemed competent for the defence of 
military district No. 5, of which the city of Washington made part.* 

The better to secure the seat of Government, &c. from the attacks of the enemy, and to relieve the War De- 
partment, from details, not making part of its regular duties, and incident to district No. 5, as then constituted, a 
new military district, comprehending that portion of country lying between the Rappahannock and Potomac rivers, 
the District of Columbia, and the State of Maryland, was created, on the second of July last, and placed under the 
command of Brigadier General Winder, who had been specially assigned by the President to that service. 

In an interview with this officer, soon after his appointment, his attention was invited to the state of the existing 
defences within the limits of his command; to an examination of the different routes by which the enemy might ap- 
proach the capital; to the selectiun of points best calculated to retard and to stop his movements, if directed there- 
to; and to the indication of such new defences, field or permanent, as he might deem necessary or practicable. The 
better to enable him to discharge these, and other duties, a military staff, composed of an Assistant Adjutant Gene- 
ral, an Assistant Inspector General, and two assistant ‘Topographical Engineers, were assigned to the district. 

On the first of July a consultation of the Heads of Departments was had. The questions proposed for discussion 


were two: 

ist. By what means can the seat of Government and Baltimore be defended, in case the enemy should make 
these cities objects of attack? roa 

2d. Should he select the former, will his approach be made by way of the Potomac, or by that of the Patuxent? 


On these questions I took the liberty of offering the following statements and opinions: 
ist. That the principal defence to be relied upon, for either place, was militia; that, besides the artillerists, com- 
housand regular troops only could be collected, 


posing the garrisons of Forts McHenry and Washington, about one t } ¢ 
viz: the thirty-sixth regiment, one battalion of the thirty-eighth, two troops of dragoons, two companies of the 


he th g 
tenth, ordered from North Carolina, and believed to be on their march, one company of the twelfth, and two com- 
nies of sea fencibles; that the number of militia called into service, should be proportioned to the known or pro- 
fable strength of the enemy, and be taken from the States of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania; that it is not 
believed that the enemy will hazard a blow at either place, with a force less than five thousand men; that, to repel 
one of this extent, we should require at least double that number of militia; that these should be assembled at some 
intermediate point between Baltimore and the District of Columbia, leaving the sedentary, or undrafted militia of 
both places, an auxiliary force at the disposition of the commanding General, and that arms and ammunition were 
in depot and ready for their supply. _ 
{Under this head the Secretary of the Navy stated, that the removal or destruction of the flotilla, would put at 
his disposition between six and eight hundred seamen, and that the marines then in barracks exceeded one hundred. ] 
2d. That,the navigation of the Potomac is long and sinuous; and, if not doubtful, as to practicability by large 
ships, is at least uncertain in relation to the time its ascent may occupy; while that of the Patuxent is short and 
safe, and may be calculated with sufficient precision for military purposes; that, should the enemy ascend the for- 
mer, his object is unmasked; he at once declares his destination, and of course leaves us at liberty to concentrate 
our whole force aginst him; that, on the other hand, should he ascend the Patuxent, (or South river) his object is 
uncertain; it may be the flotilla, or Baltimore, or Washington: and that, as long as his point of attack is unknown, 
so long must our force remain divided. ‘That these considerations suggest the preference he will probably give to 
the Patuxent, but that this route is not without objections; that a separation from his fleet, and a land march of 
twenty miles, through a country covered with wvod, and offering, at every step, strong positions for defence, be- 
comes inevitable; that if these circumstances be turned to proper account against him, if he be not absolutely stop- 
ped, his march will be much retarded; that this state of things, on which every wise general will calculate, renders 
necessary a provision train, or the establishment of small intermediate posts, to keep open his communicatien with 
his shipping; that the loss of these would make his situation perilous; and that, should the main battle be given near 
Washington, and be to him disastrous, or even doubtful, his destruction is complete; that, after all, believing he 
will not hazard the movement but with a very superior force, or one he thinks such, it is also believed that he will 


prefer this route. ~. ? 
Conformably to these opinions, an order was taken to assemble a corps and form a cme, at such point between 


the city of Washington and Baltimore, as might be selected by the commanding general. 
No copy of it was retained by me. 


* This document is in the possession of the President. 
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On the 4th of July, the militia requisition of that date was issued, and of that requisition, two thousand effectives 
from the quota of Virginia; five thousand from that of Pennsylvania; six thousand, the whole quota of Maryland; 
and two thousand, the estimated number of the militia of the District, were put at the disposition of the command - 
ing general. General Stewart’s brigade was already in service, under the authority of the State, and had been 
supptied with arms, ammunition, tents, &c. by the War Department. ; % 

Ata later period, when discovered that the draughts could not be brought meet, but slowly, and with diffi- 
culty, a call upon the militia en masse was suggested by the General, and immediately authorized. 

Of the force actually assembled and employed, I cannot speak with precision, as no return of these troops had 
been made to the War Department during my connexion with it. In the letter of the commanding general, of the 
27th of August, he states the whole force assembled at Bladensburg, on the 24th of that month, at five thousand 
men; a number less by two-thirds than that which had been required. This amazing deficiency is thus accounted 
for by him: ‘* The slow progress of draught, and the imperfect organization, with the ineffectiveness of the laws to 
compel them to turn out, rendered it impessible to procure more.’ ‘The militia of this State, and of the contiguous 
parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania, were called, en masse; but the former militia law of Pennsylvania had expired 
on the ist of June or July, and the one adopted in its place is not to take effect, in’ organizing the militia, before 
October. No aid, therefore, has been received from that State.” 2a 

The third and last point of inquiry under this head is, what other or additional means of defence were within the 
reach of Government? ee eee 3 

Of naval means I am not a competent judge, nor do I know what, of this description, were actually employed, 
nor what it was possible to have superadded; but of those strictly military, I know none within the view of this 
question that were omitted. It may be supposed that permanent fortifications should have been multiplied; ye. of 
works of this character, but one was suggested from any quarter entitled to respect, and this was a committee of 
bankers, who thought a new work on the Potomac, and below Fort Washington, desirable. ‘To this suggestion it 
was answered, that a small work would be unavailing, and that, to erect one of sufficient size and strength, was im- 
practicable, for want of money. An offer was then made to supply that want by loaning to the United States 
$200,000, on condition that this sum should be devoted to the special object of defending the District. An agree- 

ment to this effect was made, and the money promised to be paid into the treasury on the 24th of August. The 
events of that day put an end to the business, and at the same time furnished evidence of the fallibility of the plan, 
had it even been executed, by showing that no works on the Potomac will, of themselves, be a sufficient defence for 
the seat of Government. The considerations which governed my own opinion on this subject, and which may have 
governed that of others, were, that to pat Washington hors d’insulte, by means of fortifications, would, from physi- 
cal causes, among which is the remoteness from each other of the several points to be defended, have exhausted the 
treasury; that bayonets are known to form the most efficient barriers; and that there was no reason, in this case, ‘to 
doubt beforehand the willingness of the country to defend itself. j 

In this brief statement you are presented with a view of the force contemplated and ordered by the Government; 
of the means taken to assemble that force through the usual medium of the commanding general;* of that actually 
assembled and os ; and lastly, of my impressions in relation to any other or additional means of defence. 

I now proceed to the second subject of inquiry, the employment of the means we had, and the conduct of the 


troops. . 

On the —— of August was received the first notice of the arrival of Admiral Cochrane in the bay, and on the 
same day advicés were brought, that he was entering and ascending the Patuxent. These facts were communi- 
cated to the General, and he was instructed to take a position near the enemy. On the 22d he was advised to hang 
on their rear and flank a heavy corps, while he opposed to them another in their front. My reasons for thus advis- 
ing him were three: if Baltimore was the object of the enemy, this disposition interposed a corps between them and 
that city; if they aimed at Washington, it menaced their communication with their fleét, and the security of their 
return, and was, therefore, most likely to hold them in check; and lastly, it did not forbid a concentration of force 
in their front, at a later period and by a forced march. On the evening of the 22d, | repaired to the army, and found 
it at the Old Fields, six or eight miles distant from the enemy. A part of the corps contemplated for the service 
mentioned in the preceding article had joined Gen. Winder, and of the other part (under Gen. Stansbury) no cor- 
rect account could be given. I took this occasion to urge the necessity of a speedy concentration of our force, and 
of the usefulness of pushing our pickets frequently and freely upon those of the enemy, as the best means of circum- 
scribing his supplies; of gaining a knowledge of his soon (of which the accounts were various) and of prevent- 
ing a stolen march, which was to be suspected. I was glad to find the General entertained similar views, and that 
they were ina train of execution. In the afternoon of the 23d, I returned to Washington, and during the night of 
that day the President transmitted to me the letter of which that which follows is a copy: 

** The Preswenr of the United States: 

** The enemy are advauced six miles on the road to the Woodyard, and our troops retiring. Our troops were 


on the march to meet them, but in too small a body to engage. Gen. Winder proposes to retire till he can collect 
them ina body. ‘The enemy are in full march for Washington. Have the materials prepared to destroy the 


bridges. 
JAMES MONROE. 
** Tuesday, 9 o’clock. You had better remove the records.” 


On the morning of the 24th, I received a note from Gen. Winder, informing me of his retreat and the approach 
of the enemy, and ** asking counsel from me, or from the Government.” This letter was late in reaching me. It 
had been opened, and passed through other hands. The moment I received it I hastened, with the late Secretary 
of the Treasury, to the General’s quarters. We found there, the President, the Secretary of the Navy, and the 
Attorney General. Gen. Winder was on the point of joining the troops at Bladensburg, whither, it was now un- 
derstood, the enemy was also mereng. I took for granted, that he had received the counsel he required: for, to 
me, he neither stated doubt nor difficulty, nor plan of attack or of defence. . This state of things gave occasion to a 
conversation, principally conducted by the President and the Secretary of the Treasury, which terminated in an 
understanding that I should repair to the troops, and give such directions as were required by the urgency of the 
case. I lost not a moment in fulfilling this intention, and had barely time to reconnoitre the march of the enemy, 
and to inform myself of our own arrangements, when I again inet the President, who told me that he had come to a 
new determination. and that the military functionaries should be deft to the discharge of their own duties, on their 
own responsibilities. L now became, of course, a mere spectator of the combat. 

If our field combinations were not the most scientific, it ought to be recollected that many of our troops were 
incapable of receiving those of the best form,t and that circumstances had rendered the order of battle, on our part, 
nearly fortuitous. ‘ Much the largest portion of our force,” says tae General, in his letter of the 27th of August, 
** arrived on the ground when the enemy were in sight, and were disposed of to support, in the best manner, the 
position which Gen. Stansbury had taken. They had barely reached the ground before the action commenced.” 

These facts may also explain why we had no guns in battery in the line of the bridge over which the enemy pass- 
ed? why a brick house, which enfiladed that bridge, and was partially fortified, should not have been unroofed and 
occupied? and why a frame store house should have been left to cover the head of the enemy’s column, and its sub- 


sequent display? &c. &c. 


* His exertions were occasionally aided, and his authority enforced, by the War Department. See Colonel Tayloe’s letter 
enclosed; and let me pray that this gentleman may be examined on the subject of it by the committee. 

¢ Upon my inquiring why the dragoons had not been embodied, masked, and made to charge the right flank of the enemy, 

the General replied that an officer of that corps had assured him that his men could not be brought to Saeage. . 
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if, also, the most efficient corps of the army was left out of the original arrangement, and but got into the line 
when other parts of it ** were retreating, and apparently in much disorder,” it will not be forgotten that this corps 
was distinct and independent, and that the General had no authority, of right, to;command it. I witnessed the dis- 
quietude of the gallant officer who led this corps, at having been assigned toa duty which, in his own strong language, 
** but required a corporal and six men.” ‘The lateness with which he got into a post of more distinction, [ con. 
sider as one of the causes of the disasters of the day: but, without all doubt, the determining cause of these is to be 
{ound in that love of life which, in many of the corps, predominated over a love of country and of honor. In illus- 
tration of this fact, [ refer to the official reports of Gen. Winder and of Com. Barney, and shall close this letter b 
adopting the opinion of the former, ** that the contest was not maintained as obstinately as could have been desired, 
but was, by parts of the troops, sustained with great spirit and_ prodigious effect; and, had the whole of our force 
veen equally firm, | am induced to believe that the enemy would rave been repulsed, notwithstanding all the dis- 
advantages under which we fought.” i 

I have the honor to be, sir, with very great respect, your most obedient servant, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


P. S. On what may particularly relate to Alexandria, I beg leave to refer to my official letter to Gen. Young, of 
the 24th of August, and to my note to Captain Dyson, and his reply, of the 29th. It may be, that no copy of the 
first was kept; in which case the original may be called for. 


5: A. 
Hon. Col. Jounson, Chairman, &c. 


No. 4. 
Letter from the Honorable William Jones, Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy Department, October 31, 1814. 
SR: 

in compliance with the request, contained in your letier of the 24th instant, to state to the committee of 
inquiry ** any thing that may be within iny knowledge, as to the measures taken and adopted by the administration, 
and more especially those proposed and adopted at the cabinet council on the first of July last, in relation to the 
defence of the District of Columbia,.with such other views and things as may be deemed, in my estimation, perti- 
nent to an inquiry,” [ have the honor to reply: That, as the information required iavolves the confidential pro- 
ceedings of a cabinet council, [ deemed it expedient and respectful to ascertain, from the proper source, whether 
any obstacles existed to the development of what passed upon that occasion; and being freed from all restraint 
upon that question, I proceed to state, briefly, from memory, my general recollections upon the subject of the 
inquiry. 

‘The serious apprehensions of invasion and devastation, which succeeded the knowledge of those extraordinary 
events, which liberated the powerful naval and military forces of the enemy from European hostility, and the tem- 
per of the British, nation, as displayed in the language of its journals and conduct of its Government, in relation to 
the pacific mission which it had invited, were deeply felt, and frequently discussed, in occasional conversations 
between the individual members of the administration, prior to the cabinet meeting on the first of July last, in 
which the probable points of attack were variously considered. My own impressions inclined to the opinion that 
there were some points more exposed, less difficult of access, and more inviting to the enemy, upon the system of 
warfare he had adopted, than’ the metropolis; the only important objects which it presented, according to my view, 
being the naval depot and public shipping. “ 

1 recollect, on one of those occasions, that the President expressed very great solicitude for the safety of the 
metropolis; his belief that the enemy would attempt its invasion, and urged the expediency of immediate defensive 
preparations, with all the disposable force that could be conveniently collected. I accorded in the expediency of 
the preparation, but must confess I was not equally impressed with the apprehension of immediate danger, as well 
from the reasons I have before assigned, as from the then existing fact, that the force of the enemy, in the waters of 
the Chesapeake, was entirely naval, and apparently very satisfactorily engaged in conflagrating farm houses, and 
depredating upon slaves and tobacco, on the shores of the Patuxent. In this sentiment I was not alone. 

On the 30th day of June, the members of the cabinet were invited to attend a meeting, at the President’s man- 
sion, on the fullowing day at noon. 


ei od near the time appointed, the Secretaries of State, Treasury, War, and Navy, and the Attorney General, 
assembied. 

The President stated the object of the meeting to be the consideration of the menacing aspect of things, in conse- 
quence of the augmented power of the enemy by the great political changes which had taken place in Europe, and 
the disposition manifested by the Government and people of Great Britain, to prosecute the war with the most vin- 
dictive and devastating spirit; represented the motives and inducements, which, he conceived, the enemy had, to 
prefer the invasion of the capital rather than any other immediate enterprise; and urged the necessity of speedy 
and efficient preparation for the defence of the district and capital; inquired into the existing state of its military 
—_ naval defences, and the extent of the disposable force which it would be practicable to concentrate in the 

Jistrict. 

The Secretary of War estimated the disposable regular force, applicable to the intended purpose, to the best of 
my recollection, about twelve hundred, including about two hundred cavalry at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, who, 
think he said, were not all mounted, but would probably be so in a short time. He brought into view the volunteer 
corps of the city and District, the particulars of which I do not recollect; and estimated the depot at Harper’s Ferry, 
I think, to contain, at that time, about thirty-six thousand stands of arms. 

The Secretary of the Navy enumerated the naval force, within immediate reach, as follows: 





The marines, at head quarters, about - - - s “ « - 120 
The force attached to the flotilla under the command of Commodore Barney, on the Patuxent, about - 500 
620 








To the regular force, the President proposed to add ten thousand militias to be designated, and held in readi- 
ness, in such neighboring districts as should be found most convenient. He also suggested the propriety of deposit- 
ing, ata suitable place, contiguous to the metropolis, a supply of arms, ammunition, and camp equipage. 

These propositions produced very little discussion, the propriety and expediency of the measures appeared to be 
admitted, though no forma! question was taken, nor any dissent expressed. ‘ 

The meeting separated, with an understanding, on my part, that the measures proposed were to be carried into 
effect; but what order took place thereon, otherthan in the department of the navy, I Know not; nor do I know any 
thing further material to the inquiry, except what is embraced in the communication which I had the honor to make 
to the committee on the 3d instant. 

The officers of the navy yard are closely engaged in making out the estimates of the loss sustained by the 
conflagration at that establishment, but the loss of books and papers has retarded their operations. -It shall be com- 
pleted as soon as possible, and transmitted without delay. i 

have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


W. JONES. 
Hon. Ricnarp M. Jounson, 


Chairman of the Committee of Inquiry, House of Representatives. 
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Navy Department, November 12, 1814. 
SIR: : ’ . 
| have now the honor to transmit the reports and statements of the commandant of the navy yard, showing 
the actual loss of public property by the conflagration at the navy yard on the 21th of August last. 

Exhibit A shows the loss sustained in moveable property, viz: the estimated value previous to the fire; the 
value preserved or recovered; and the actual loss sustained; as condensed in the recapitulation on the last page. 
Nett loss, - - - . - - . ° . - 417,745 51 

Exhibit B shows the loss sustained in buildings and fixtures, in like manner showing the esti- 
mated cost and real loss sustained. Nett, - - - - - - 91,125 53 


Total loss, - $509,171 04 








‘To which is annexed an estimate (believed to be founded upon such data as may be relied u ~ of the 
‘expenses of rebuilding, in a plain substantial manner,” so as to carry on all the public work with as much advantage 
and convenience as before the fire: amount, - - : : ae. - $62,370 14 
| am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. JONES. 


The Honorable Ricuarp M. Jounson, . 
Chairman of the Committee of Investigation relative to the incursion of the enemy. 


No. 5. 
LETTERS FROM THE HONORABLE RICHARD RUSH, Arrorney GENERAL. 


Narrative by Richard Rush, Attorney General of the United States, of such facts and circumstances as are with- 
in his knowledge, relative to the capture of Washington on the 24th of August, 1814; and of measures adopted 
by the Government in relation to that event, previous to, or on that day; delivered on the requisition of a com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives, appointed to investigate the causes which led to the capture. 


Wasuineron City, October 15, 1814. 


As my official place in the Government embraces no connexion with the duties of either of the four Depart- 
ments, farther than as I am liable to be consulted on legal questions growing’ out of the business of either of them, 
it is not to be expected that I can give information relative to the subject-matter of the committee’s inquiries, ex- 
cept— ‘ 

Ist. Such as 1 may have derived from being present at the deliberations of the cabinet, when thereto summoned 
by the Executive, supposing any to be derivable from that sources or, 

2dly. Such as I may have derived from my personal presence at Washington, and the opportunities thence fur- 
nished of becoming acquainted with acts or measures of Government, or other events transpiring at its seat. 

In regard to the former capacity, I would beg leave to premise, that, as these deliberations imply an intercourse 
of confidence amongst those who participate in them, [ hope I do not misapprehend the true nature of the connex- 
ion between the Executive and those whom he may invite to his consultations, or fail in my respect to the commit- 
tee, when I state that I do not hold myself bound to make a public disclosure of matters which may, in this mode, 
have been the subject of Executive advisement or consideration. The exceptions belonging to such a rule, if any 
do belong to it, I forbear to advert to, inasmuch as I would be understood to have waived upon this occasion the 
objections which might otherwise be interposed against the development of transactions from this peculiar source 
of information. Upon a subject of such + sig and one involving future rights, | would beg to be further under- 
stood, that, in waiving all objection, Lact under the full belief that it is not desired to restrain the freedom of such 
a course on my part, by any prohibitory injunctions from the quarter whence alone they could issue. 

As introductory, then, to what I may have to disclose under this head, and to meet, as far as in my power, the 
inquiry made as to my knowledge of any preparatory measures adopted for the defence of the metropolis, [ proceed 
to state— 

That, in the month of June, of the past summer, when the momentous changes in Europe had become revealed 
to us, | had the honor of holding, cadiinaiie. occasional interviews with the President. In dwelling upon our 
public affairs, he expressed his strong belief of the inauspicious results which these changes held out every likeli- 
hood of superinducing upon them. ‘That the entire liberation of British military power from European conflicts, 
created a corresponding probability that portions of it, unexpectedly formidable, would be thrown upon our shores. 
In one, at least, of the conversations, he also dwelt upon the probability of an attack upon Washington; enforcing 
his opinion on the grounds, among others, of its own weakness, and the eclat that would attend a successful inroac 
upon the capital, beyond the intrinsic magnitude of the achievement. He spoke of the immediate necessity of pre- 
paring for its defence. His impressions of the danger appeared to acquire new force from the 26th of the month, 
upon which day despatches were received from two of our ministers abroad, Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Bayard, dated 
early in May. Upon the 30th of June, the Heads of Departments were desired to meet at the President’s House on 
the following day at 12 o’clock. 

They accordingly assembled. All were present. 1, also, in pursuance of the President’s request, attended. 
Our public affairs were brought into discussion; their altered, and more menacing character: the probable reluc- 
tance of the Northern Powers of Europe to regard favorably, at such a moment of European homage to the British 
name, the just rights fur which we were contending; the fierce aspect which British military power now had the 
means, and probably would not want the disposition to put on ration 3 us; the parts of our country most vulnerable 
to its immediate irruptions, as well as the general trials before us, were brought into view. The President men- 
tioned what I had heard him, individually, express before, relative to Washington; stating his impression, unequivo- 
cally, to be, that, if it fell within the plans of the enemy to send out troops for operations upon the Atlantic fron- 
tier this season, he thought the capital would be marked as the most inviting object of a speedy attack. That it 
would be right, forthwith, to put in train measures of precaution and defence. He then declared that, to him, it 
appeared that a force of ten thousand men should be got in readiness for the city and District. That it would be 
desirable to have as largea portion of it as practicable regular troops; but that, at the least, there should be a thousand 
of this description, and more ii more could be obtained. That the residue should be made up of the volunteers 
and militia of the District of Columbia, combined with that from the parts nearest adjacent of the States of Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. ‘That convenient depots of arms and military equipage should also be establish- 
ed. No dissent was expressed to these opinions of the President. The Secretary of War made some verbal esti- 
mate of the regiments, or parts of regiments, near at hand. By this, it appeared that, either with, or independent 
of, the marines at the navy yard, (for of this I am not certain) the portion of regular force mentioned could readily 
be had. I recollect nothing farther to have passed at the meeting about the defence of Washington. What mea- 
sures were subsequently taken; how far those proposed were carried into effect; or by what causes they have been 
retarded or frustrated; I have not had the means of knowing with any certainty, and therefore cannot speak. In 
regard to what I have said, I am disposed to entertain the less distrust of its general accuracy from the habit of 
keeping occasional written memorandums connected with our public history, and from having refreshed my memory 
by a reference to some, in the present instance, made at the time. 

m 
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As it appears to come within the scope of the committee’s inquiries that I should also disclose such facts as I 
may possess a knowledge of, relative to any participation, by the Government, in the immediate events of the 24th 
of August, I have to state that my knowledge herein is merely incidental. As far as it extends, or may appear to 
have any bearing upon the interrogatories of the committee, | will proceed to unfold it. 

On the morning of that day, probably at about 9 o’clock, | called at the lodgings of the Secretary of War to ask 
him for his latest intelligence respecting the enemy’s movements. He was good enough to hand me a note he had 
received from General Winder, written from his head quarters, then established within the city limits, near the 
Eastern Branch bridge. it was dated, I think, the same morning. It was short, and stated the accounts from the 
river below to be more and more serious. It also expressed a wish to receive counsel either from the Secretary in- 
dividually, or the Executive, as to the operations proper to be adopted in an emergency so critical. Other things 
may have been in it, but, reading it hastily, | would not be understood to speak with accuracy of its contents. Leaving 
the Secretary of War, I proceeded to the President’s. Arriving there, I learned that the President had gone to 
the head quarters of General Winder. ‘Thither [ also next went. I there found the President, General Winder, 
Commodore Tingey, and two or three military officers. ‘The Secretary of State, I understood, had previously been 
there, but had goue on to Bladensburg. ‘The Secretary of the Navy came into the room not long afterwards. Of 
Commodore ‘Tingey’s presence [ am not certain. ‘The conversation turned upon the route by which it was thought 
most likely the enemy would make his approach. It was interrupted by dragoons, who had been on scouts, coming 
in every few minutes with their reports. ‘The preponderance of opinion, at this period, I took to be that he woul 
be most likely to move in a direction towards the Potomac, with a view to possess himself of Fort Warburton in the 
first instance. By this course, he would secure the passage of his ships, then supposed to be in the river below, 
and thus their ulterior co-operation, whether in the attack or retreat of his land troops. ‘This way of thinking in- 
duced, as I supposed, General Winder to retain a large portion of his force in the neighborhood of the Eastern 
Branch bridge, in preference to moving it on, under the existing state of intelligence, towards Bladensburg. In an- 
ticipation of success to the enemy’s attempts by water or land, or both, some conversation was had as to the pro- 
per precautions for blowing up, or otherwise rendering useless, the vessels and public property at the navy yard. 
After the lapse of probably an hour from the time [ reached head quarters, an express arrived from General Stans- 
bury, commanding the = mabe troops, at Baldensburg, rendering it at length certain that the British army was 
advancing in that direction, General Winder immediately put his troops in motion, and marched off with them 
fur Bladensburg. 

When he had left the house, the Secretary of War, in company with the Secretary of the Treasury, arrived 
there. The President mentioned to the former the information which had just been received, at the same time 
asking him whether, as it was probable a battle would soon be brought on, he had any advice or plan to offer upon 
the occasion. He replied that he had not. He added, that, as it was to be between regulars and militia, the latter 
would be beaten. All who were in the house then came out; the Secretary of War getting on his horse to go to 
Bladensburg, and the Secretary of the Navy going to the marine barracks close by. Commodore Barney, with his 
seamen and marines, who were still remaining in or near the barracks, were ordered to push on with all despatch 
to Bladensburg, an order their anxiety stood anticipating. ‘The President first went to the barracks, inviting me to 
accompany him, He.then observed that he would ride to Bladensburg, with a view to join the two Heads of De- 
partments, already gone there, and be of any use in his power. I proceeded on with him. Before we could reach 
the town, the forces of the enemy had possession of it. General Winder, as it struck my eye in riding along, had 
formed the troops he marched out with him on each side of the road, stretching a mile from Bladensburg, in suc 
way as the few moments left him would allow. But, according to what particular plan they were drawn up, or 
by whose order, I cannot say. The President met with the Secretary of War and the Secretary of State upon the 
field near the front ranks. The former had arrived just before him. When the President arrived, the arrange- 
ment for the battle, whatever it may have been, was apparently made. It commenced in a very few minutes, and, 
in not many more, some of our troops began to break. ‘The President and two Secretaries, at about this period, 
retired together. I joined them very shortly afterwards, and rode into Washington with the President. 

It does not, at present, occur to me that I can state any thing further relevant to the inquiries of the committee. 
I shall be ready to answer any questions it may think fit to propound, with a view to recall any explanatory or ad- 
ditional circumstances or facts, not recollected above, or which I have not deemed it material to state. 


RICHARD RUSH. 


Wasuineton, November 3, 1814. 
SiR: : : ' . . 

L have had the honor to receive your note, of the 29th of last month, requesting of me such information as I may 
possess relative to a report made early in June, from the War Department to the President, of the amount of regular 
and militia force, and its distribution throughout the country; which report was submitted by the President to the 
Heads of Departments; and requesting, also, that L,will add any further matter to my former narrative, which may 
have since occurred to my recollection, that I may deem material, particularly as to the part taken by the President, 
or any of the members of the Government, on the day of the battle of Bladensburg. a 

With the same reservation which I before took the liberty to make of the privilege of being at my option as to 
the disclosure of facts of which I may have derived the knowledge through any confidential medium whilst engaged 
in public duties, [ have to state— : ; ; ; 

That, at a meeting which took place of the Heads of Departments, at the President’s, on the 7th of June, at which 
I also was present, I do remember that a paper was read by the President, which had been furnished by the Secretary 
of War, containing an estimate of all our land force, as well as its distribution. A similar one was exhibited of the 
naval force, prepared by the Secretary of the Navy. ‘This, too, was read by the President. 1 remember the aggre- 
if but not the portions of it as then distributed through the respective military districts; 


gate amount of the land force, but n i : ; : ; : 
or, at least, not that falling within district No. 5. ‘The meeting was called, and the estimate of force submitted, for 
purposes quite distinct from the defence of district No. 5. The latter object being excluded, renders it, I presume, 


unnecessary that I should trouble the committee with any detail of the deliberations or resolutions that were had 


upon the occasion. wer 
As regards the other branch of inquiry, I feel at some loss. [I am not sure that 1 do remember any supple- 


mental facts, which the committee might think material to be stated, relative to what took place on the day of the 
battle. Upon this subject [ would, with the most entire deference, beg leave to suggest, that perhaps the most eli- 
gible course would be for me to answer (as I should ever be ready to do) to such interrogatories as the committee 
might find it in their discretion or convenience to put, rather than leave in my own hands the choice of topics. 

venture upon the freedom of the remark from the fear that I may omit, or introduce, matter which, in other eyes, 
might wear a different aspect of relationship to the investigation, to what it had done in mine. When the President 
expressed his intention of going to Bladensburg, he observed, while on the road, that one motive with him was, that, 
as the Secretary of War, who had just gone on, might be able to render useful assistance towards arrangements in 
the field, it would be best that the requisite sanction to it should be at hand, preventing thereby, at a moment so im- 
portant, any possible embarrassment, arising from the claims or duties of the commanding general. But when we 
reached the field we found the troops formed, and waiting, in their stations, the onset of the battle. The British 
army was already in full sight, and advancing in full march, through Bladensburg. At this juncture the President 
joined the Secretary of State and the Secretary of War, and all approached to the spot where General Winder was. 
Some words of conversation seemed to pass between the President and the two latter. I was not near enough to over- 
hear it. General Winder rode forward a few yards, exhorting the troops to be firm. The firing began almost im- 
mediately afterwards. Results took place that are known. It had been the wish of the President, as signified to me, 


on the ride out, that, after every military arrangement for the battle had been made, on the best advice attainable, the 
civil functionaries should join him, and retire to the rear of the army, with a view to any ulterior deliberations which 
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events might render necegsary. I took it to be in conformity with this wish that the Secretary of State, the Secretary 
of War, and himself, retired at the time, and in the manner, I have stated, and it was in pursuance of it that I ac- 
companied them. Whilst still on the iield, encompassed by part of our troops, 1 think I understood the two Secre- 
taries to unite in opinion, that the mode in which they had been drawn up was as judicious as the time and circum- 
stances allowed. But of this I do not speak with confidence, as my attention was partly taken up in viewing, from 
hill to hill, the contending movements. ‘To me it appeared plain that entire ranks of our men, in front, were dis- 
persed by the shock of the enemy, before any order for retreat was given by the commanding general. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD RUSH. 
The Honorable R. M. Jounson, 
Chairman of the Committee of Investigation. 


No. 6. 


Communication from the War Department, including the orders in relation to the tenth military district, the requisi- 
tion of the 4thof July, and the correspondence with the Governors of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland, 
and with General Winder. 

Battimore, July 9, 1814. 

Sir: 

The objects of the command which has been conferred upon me have consequently, since I received it, occu - 

pied my serious consideration. = 

The utmost regular force which it is probable can, in the: present state of affairs, be placed at my command, 
including the force necessary for garrisoning the several forts, will not exceed one thousand men, and some weeks 
will necessarily clapse before the detachments from Virginia and Carlisle will reach my district: the detachments of 
the 36th and 38th are, therefore, the only troops that I can expect to have in the field in the mean time; and when 
those other detachments join, the utmost field force will be seven to eight hundred. 

In conversation with you at Washington, I understood the idea, at present entertained, relative to the auxiliary 
militia force, proposed for the District, to be, that it shall be draughted and designated, but that no part of it is to be 
called into the field until the hostile force, now in the Chesapeake, shall be reinforced to such an extent as to ren- 
der it probable that a serious attack is contemplated. 

‘The enemy’s fleet has now spent more than a twelvemonth in the waters of the Chesapeake, and, during that 
time, has visited almost every river falling into the bay; and must be presumed to have such accurate information, 
that, whatever expedition may be destined to these waters will have a definite object, to the execution of which, 
on its arrival, it will proceed with the utmost promptitude and despatch. Should Washington, Baltimore, or An- 
napolis, be their object, what possible chance will there be of collecting a force, after the arrival of the enemy, to 
interpose between them and either of those places? They can proceed, without dropping anchor, to within three 
hours’ rowing and marching of Baltimore; within less of Annapolis; and upon arriving off South river, can debark, 
and be in Washington in a day and a half. ‘This celerity of movement, on their part, is not probable, owing to ad- 
verse weather and other causes; but if the wf has been active, while in our waters, to acquire a knowledge of 
our country, of which there can be no doubt, and should be favored with weather, on the arrival of reinforcements, 
he can be in Washington, Baltimore, or Annapolis, in four days from entering the Capes. But allowing, liberally, 
for all causes of detention, he can be in either of those places in ten days from his arrival. What time will this al- 
low us to hear of his arrival, to disseminate through the intricate and winding channels the various orders to the 
militia, for them to assemble, have their officers designated, their arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, delivered, 
the necessary supplies provided, or for the commanding officer to learn the different corps and detachments, so as 
to issue orders with the promptitude and certainty so necessary in active operations? If the enemy’s force should 
be strong, which, if it come at all, it will be, sufficient numbers of militia could not be warned and run together, 
even as a disorderly crowd, without arms, ammunition, or organization, before tie enemy would already have given 
his blow. 

Would it not then be expedient to increase the force of my command, by immediately calling out a portion of 
militias so that, by previously selecting the best positions for defence, and increasing, as far as possible, the natural 
advantages of these positions, the advance of the encmy might be retarded, his force crippled, and time and oppor- 
tunity thus gained for drawing together whatever other resources of defence might be competent to resist the enemy? 
"The small force of regulars will be incompetent to accomplish any material works at favorable positions, for strength- 
ening the defences, and to supply the various vidette parties, which it will be necessary to station, on the prominent 
points of the bay, to watch the enemy, and communicate his movements with the greatest possible despatch. 

Allow me, sir, respectfully to propose that four thousand militia be called out without delay. I propose to sta- 
tion these in equal proportions, in the most eligible positions between South river and Washington, and in the vici- 
nity of Baltimore. Baltimore could not. be aided by a force stationed betwen South river and Washington, unless 
a force were on the spot to retard the advance of the enemy until it could arrive, and so with respect to the force 
at Baltimore, in co-operating with that intended to defend Washington. Each could assist the other if of this mag- 
nitude, and it appears to me that, with materially less means actually in the field and ready for instant action, no 
hope can be entertained of opposing the enemy in assailing either of those places. 

i shall proceed to Annapolis to-morrow, and have but little doubt that the Executive of Maryland will cordially 
co-operate in affording such means as it may be deemed advisable to call for; and IL beg you will permit me to pro- 
cure this, or such other militia force ds the President may think proper immediately to be called out. 

I sent an order from Washington for the detachments of the thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth to move up to the 
head of South river, where I propose to meet them, and fix upon the most eligible spot for the camp intended to de- 
fend Washington. 

You will please, therefore, to direct any communications to me, to Annapolis, which will enable me to make the 
requisite arrangements with the Executive of Maryland at once. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
W.H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General, commanding the 10th military district. 


Hon Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 
Uprer Marvsorovuen, July 16, 1814. 


Sir: 

I reached this place last evening, in my tour of examining the country. From what I have seen and learned, 
it appears to me that there cannot be found a place of tolerable convenience with reference to the objects of defence 
for an encampment, except in this neighborhood. Two places near here offer many conveniences: the one, two an 
a half miles on the Western branch and the road to Bladensburg, which I have seen; the other, about five miles on 
the road to Washington and Piscataway, rear the Weodyard, which I shall examine to-day. ‘The former is re- 

resented as unhealthy during August and September, but possesses all other requisites; the latter is said to be 
ealthy, and unless there should be sume considerable deficiency towards the comfort and convenience of a camp, I 
presume will be preferable; and if, upon examination, I shall tind it eligible, I shall order the thirty-sixth and 
thirty-eighth immediately to proceed thither. I am much embarrassed about the situation of Annapolis: it cannot 
be defended against a serious attack by land and water, without a large force and many additional works; and yet 
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it appears to me that, should the enemy contemplate serious operations in this quarter, with any considerable force, 
it will be of the utmost importance to him to occupy it. With the command of the water, an entrenchment of seven 
or eight hundred yards, ——— protected by batteries, renders it secure against any attack by land. It furnishes 
a position in every respect desirable and useful to him for making enterprises against any other point, and a safe re- 
treat against every calamity; in short, it appears to me to be the door to Washington, and it is not possible for us to 
shut it with our present means. Fort Madison, besides its exposed and defenceless situation, except from an ap- 

roach direct by water, is so very unhealthy during the months of August and September, that it is not possible to 
ene a garrison in it. It is provided with two fifty pound columbiads, two twenty-four pounders, two eighteen 
pounders, one twelve and one six pounder. ‘These guns will be exposed to certain capture if they are left there, 
and will be turned against the town and Fort Severn, with decisive effect, unless we can find the means of making 
a substantial defence of the place. ; 

It appears to me that these guns should be removed, and the post mined, ready to be blown up whenever an at- 
tack of the town may be contemplated. I cannot, however, but again remark that the importance of the place to the 
enemy, in every point of view, renders it of the last importance to be defended, if the means can be obtained. But 
a considerable force ought to be instantly sent there to prepare the works necessary to give a chance of successful 
defence. On my arrival here last evening, | learned that an express had passed through this place to the Governor 
of Maryland, who stated that he was the bearer of information that two seventy-fours, with a number of small ves- 
sels, had made their appearance near the mouth of the Potomac. It is of importance that I obtain the earliest intel- 
ligence, if this be true; and I beg, if you have any intelligence worthy of attention, that you would communicate it 
to me here without delay. By the return of the express to Point Lookout, | shall write to the person employed 
there to give intelligence, and direct him to transmit me by express, intelligence of all the movements of the enemy. 
I shall also establish express lines from all the prominent points of observation on the bay, unless these may be 
already established, of which I beg you to inform me. ‘The Governor and Council of Maryland have taken steps 
immediately to comply with the requisition of the General Government; but I fear, from my recent experience, it 
will be in vain to look for any efficient aid upon a sudden cal! upon the militia. 

W. H. WINDER, 


; Brig. Gen. commanding 10th Military District. 
Hon. Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


Nortinenam, July 17, 1814. 
SIR: 
We have information, deemed credible here, that the enemy are advancing up this river in considerable force. 
I have called the detachment of regulars to this place, who will be here to-morrow. The alarm is going out to 
assemble what militia force can be collected; and I take the liberty of suggesting the propriety of sending to this 
point, with the utmost expedition, the marine corps, and all the militia force that can be procured from the District. 


Yours, respectfully, 
WM. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen. commanding 10th Military District. 
Hon. Secrerary or War. 


Annapo.is, July 20, 1814. 
Sir: 

Your letter of the 17th reached me on the 18th. ‘The enemy proceeded no further up the Patuxent than 
Hunting creek, where he landed and committed some depredations in Calvert county. He has since returned 
down the river, leaving us in doubt where he will next appear. I, in consequence, halted the three companies of 
city volunteers at the Woodyard, and the detachments of the thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth at Upper Marlborough, 
until some further indication shall be made by the enemy. 

I have seized this moment to proceed to this place to arrange the calling of the Maryland militia, demanded by 
the requisition of the fourth instant. This will be immediately attended to by the Governor of this State. I have 
deemed it advisable to call for the highest number directed by the President, supposing that, by this means, we 
might possibly get the lowest. 

I shall immediately proceed to Baltimore, to see and understand the means of defence there, to make the neces- 
sary arrangements and orders. I shall leave this to-morrow afternoon, or next day morning at farthest, (unless 
some movement of the enemy renders it unnecessary) and proceed to the country between Potomac and Patuxent. 


I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen. commanding 10th Military District. 
Hon. Gen. Joun Armsrrone, Secretary of War. 


N. B.—The Governor informs me that it will not be in his power to supply the arms, camp equipage, &c. to the 
quota. ‘The requisition already made and expected for local defence have sienated the State arsenal. 

I have delayed dismantling Fort Madison, only because it will excite greater sensation and clamor, and by that 
means proclaim to the enemy that it was not to be, or could not be, defended, and thus invite him to take possession 
of it. It would be impossible to dismantle it without making it public; and L have deemed it more expedient to risk 
the loss of the guns there, than, by removing them, invite the enemy to take the place, which he may possibly abstain 
from while he supposes the place will be defended. 

W. H.W. 


Uprer Mariporoucn, July 23, 1814. 
Sir: 

[ availed myself of a suspension of the enemy’s movements to proceed to Annapolis and Baltimore, to attend to 
the militia calls on Maryland. I returned here yesterday at two o’clock. ‘The Governor has issued orders for call- 
ing out three thousand of the draughts, under the requisition of the fourth of July; and, at my suggestion, has ap- 
pointed Bladensburg as the place of rendezvous. I preferred this place, because it was near the proposed line of 
detence, and contiguous to the supplies which Washington can afford. It will be necessary that arms, ammunition, 
accoutrements, tents, and camp equipage, be deposited there for them. 1 have no knowledge where these articles 
are in store, nearest that point, nor under whose charge they are. I must pray you give the necessary orders for 
having the requisite deposites made at that place. I have notified the contractor. 

The two thousand militia called from General Smith’s division, and who are to rendezvous near Baltimore, will, 
I believe, need no supplies but provision and ammunition from the United States. Upon these points I have taken 
order:. 1 fear some time will elapse before either of these requisitions can be complied with, in having the men as- 
sembled, especially the former, the draught being yet to be made. Major Marsteller, if not too much occupied at 
Washington, ought to be with me in the field; but his duties will call him, probably, to so many different points, 
that it appears to me he will require an assistant. ‘The enemy’s force is divided between the Potomac and Patuxent. 
The accounts which ought most to be credited, give tive hundred as having landed from the Patuxent squadron, and 
from one thousand to fitteen hundred from the Potomac squadron; and although, from repeated experience, we are 
forbid to rely on this intelligence, yet, as it is the only direct intelligence we have, and comes from respectable 
people having had opportunities of observation, it cannot be wholly disregarded. I shall, therefore, for the present, 
still retain the city volunteers, and keep them and the regulars in a post of observation and readiness. I shall my- 
self proceed nearer the enemy, for the purpose of better information and observation. 
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As I do not know whether only the quota of the District militia is to be draughted and placed at my disposal, or 
whether, on occasion, they are all considered as liable to requisition, | would thank you for ipformation on that 
subject. As that part of the Pennsylvania militia, assigned for my district, are remote, and could not be called out 
upon emergency, might it not be expedient to draw from remotest puints, leaving that portion of the militia nearest 
the probable scene of action, to be called out on the spur of the occasion? A deserter from the British, whose ex- 
amination I have seen, says they talk of attacking Annapolis. If they know their own interest and our weakness, 
in fact incapacity, to defend that point, they certainly will possess it. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen. commanding 10th Military District. 

Hon. Joun Armstrrone, Secretary of War. 


Woopyarp, July 23d, 1814. 
Sik: 
Since I wrote you this morning, I have, under all circumstances, deemed it expedient to direct Captain 
Davidson to return to Washington with his detachment of volunteers. 

The facility with which they can turn out and proceed to any point, renders them nearly as effective as if ac- 
tually kept in the field; and the importance to them individually of attending to their private affairs, decides me, 
even in the doubt of the enemy’s probable movements, to give this order. 

I take the liberty of suggesting, upon the information of Captain Doughty, that the rifles they have are very de- 
fective for service; and it would be useful, especially at the present moment, if they could be supplied with better. 
Captain Burch’s artillery are also without swords. Whether both thoze articles are supplied to the militia of the Dis- 
trict by the Government, I know not; but if they are and can be, the probable demand for the services of the militia 
of the District, and their importance in the scale of our force, would render it desirable they should be supplied. 

I beg leave also to suggest, upon the information of the commanding officers of companies, that, if the tents 
and camp: equipage were respectively left under their charge, it would enable them to march when called upon 
with much greater promptitude. 

| have the honor to be, with very great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General, commanding 10th M. D. 

Hon. Joun Armsrrone, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


W arBuRTON, NEAR Fort Wasuinoton, Judy 25th, 1814. 
Sir: 
From the enclosed representation of Lieutenant Edwards, and my own observation in confirmation thereof, 
Fort Washington is, in several respects, incomplete in its state of preparation for defence. If the eighteen pound co- 
lumbiads are not mounted even in the block house, ammunition ought to be sent down for them and the eighteen 
pounders on the water battery. Lieutenant Edwards will send a requisition for the quantity and kind of ammuni- 
tion necessary. Can Colonel Wadsworth, or the preper department at Washington, have the platform enlarged, 
which will be necessary to render the battery of the fort effectual? 
I shall proceed down as far as Port ‘Tobacco to-day. 
I am, with very great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General, commanding 10th M. D. 
Hon Joun Armsrrone, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Report of Lieutenant Edwards. 


Forr Wasuineton, July 25, 1814, 
Sir: 

I deem it my duty to report to you the defenceless situation of this post. ‘The necessity of mounting heavy 
artillery in the block-house is apparent to every military character who is acquainted with the ground adjacent to 
the works. It is true a few eighteen pound columbiads lee beerf sent here, but there are no means to enable us to 
mount them: we are destitute of agin and tackle. ‘The width of the platform in the fort is another subject upon which 
frequent representations (1 understand) were made to General Bloomfield, but without effect. ‘The depth of plat- 
forms for heavy pieces 1s generally from three to four toises, but seldom less than three. ‘The width of this is but 
fourteen feet, very little more than two toises: at the first discharge of our heavy guns, | have known them to recoil 
to the hurtuirs. When they are heated they would undoubtedly run over it, and thus be rendered useless for a time. 

On the water battery there are mounted five excellent long eighteen pounders (ship guns) but there is not a pound of 
ammunition for them. In case of an attack by water, the utility of these guns would soon be discovered. In defend- 
ing ourselves against maritime attacks, it is of the first importance to have a battery near the level of the water, so 
as to strike the hull of the ship in a horizontal line; for the chance of hitting the object is much greater than when 
firing from an elevation; when it is only an intersection of the line of five by the line of the surface that the ball can 
strike a ship’s hull. In the first case the gunner has only to move his piece horizontally; in the other he must com- 
bine his direction with those of his elevation and the progress of the ship. 

Some of the gun carriages in the fort are in bad order, but not so much so as to render them unserviceable. You 
will perceive by this morning’s report, which I enclose, what is the strength of my force: those reported sick are in- 
valids; those on extra duty, are men employed in the bake-house, garden, &c. and who are from bodily defects in- 
capabie of guard duty, but would be serviceable in an action. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES L. EDWARDS 
Lieutenant, commanding Fort Washington. 


Colonel Wadsworth’s Report. 


A couple of hands were ordered from Greenleaf’s Point on Monday, to execute the necessary repairs of the gun 
carriages at Fort Washington. ‘The platform is undoubtedly two narrow, as well as the parapet, but I think Lieu- 
tenant Edwards is mistaken m representing it to be but fourteen feet. [t was directed to be made twenty, or twenty- 
two feet, if I do not misrecollect. ‘The disadvantage of two narrow a platform may be obviated with no great diffi- 
culty, by checking the recoil of the piece by means of an elastic handspike introduced between the spokes of the 
wheels to prevent them from turning. ‘The defect of an insufficient parapet is not so easily obviated. It would be 
advisable I think, at a proper time, to make a new wall in front, fifteen or twelve feet in advance of the present, 
which would give sufficient extent, as well for the platform as parapet, without disturbing the magazine, &c. The 
whole original design was bad, and it is therefore impossible to make a perfect work of it by any alterations. 

Two hundred rounds of shot and cartridges for eighteen pounders can be sent down, if thought proper. I di- 
rected some grape shot for the eighteen pound columbiads to be prepared long ago. A tackle and fall, to mount 
those guns in the block house, will be provided. 
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Captain Marsteller, whom TI have just seen, informs me there was a good tackle and fall at Fort Washington 
when he left there. He says the platform was made above twenty feet wide. } 
D. WADSWORTH. 


Port Tornacco, July 26, 1814, 
Sir: 
From the uniform train of information yesierday, the enemy are descending both the Potomac and the Pa- 
tuxent. I cannot, however, rely implicity on the intelligence. [expect more certain intelligence this morning. J 
expect the enemy will move up the bay next, and I shall not be surprised to find Annapolis his object, which I fear 
would fall before five hundred men. As soon as I am certain of the movements of the enemy, I shall return to 


Marlborough, and thence as circumstances*may require. ; oo 
What prospect of the cavalry from Carlisle, and the detachment from Virginia? I have received intelligence of 


enither. wae ; 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


WM. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General, commanding 10th M. D. 


Honorable Joux Armsrrone, Secretary of War. 


Sir: Piscataway, July 27th, 1814. 
[ returned to this place from Port Tobacco this morning. 

One of the enemy’s frigates, the Loire, it is said passed through fhe Kettle Bottoms, but returned the day before 
yesterday to Clement’s bay, where two seventy-four’s stil! remain. [have not obtained information where the re- 
mainder of the fleet are. If there are any of their vessels in the Patuxent, they are at or near the mouth of the river. 
[ expect to hear of them nextup the bay. I shall go on immediately to Marlborough, where, or near it, I shall remain 
until the movements of the enemy may call me away. 

General Stewart has a very considerable force at or near Cedar Point; Colonel Beall has his regiment and a troop 
of cavalry at Port ‘Tobacco; and Colonel Bowie with his regiment is at Nottingham; the regulars under my com- 
mand are at Marlborough, between the enemy and any possible approach to Washington. The Governor is exerting 
himself to collect a force at Annapolis. 

1 have employed myself without intermission in examining the country, ar:d have acquired a knowledge of its 
topography, which will be extremely useful te me. 

I should have proceeded lower down had the enemy’s force up the rivers Potomac or Patuxents but the retrograde 
movements on both the rivers induces me to suppose they will proceed to some other point, and [ return to Marl- 
borough to be ready whenever he may appear. 

have heard nothing as yet of the dragoons from Carlisle, or the detachments of infantry from Virginia. Are 
there net enough recruits of the thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth, to form acompany each? If either have fifty men, 
would it not be advisable to organize and order them to join? 

This will be delivered you by Major Stewart, who goes by the way of Washington, will join me at Marlborough, 


and take any commands you may have for me. 
I am, with very great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General, commanding 10th M. D. 


Hon. Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Piscataway, Jely 27th, 1814. 
Sir: 
In the third paragraph of my letter, just finished, and which will accompany this, I have used general expres- 
sions relative to the force, in order that, should it be deemed advisable to use any information ! have communicated 
to tranquilize the morbid sensibility of the people of the District, no injurious disclosure may be made; and I add 
a more specific account of the force in a separate letter, for your information. 

General Stewart states his force at eight hundred; Colonel Beall has three hundred to three hundred and filty, 
and forty dragoons; Colonel Bowie has, [ presume, three hundred. The Governor has been, in vain, endeavoring 
to assemble the neighboring militia at Annapolis; he had called on Frederick county, and some militia were coming 
in from thence, when I last was at Annapolis. All this force is, however, called out by the authority of the State 
laws, and is not under my command. But they do and will co-operate toward the general defence. 


lam, &c. 
: WM. H. WINDER, Brigadier General. 
Honorable J. Anmstrone, Secretary of War. 


Port Topacco, August 1, 1814. 
Sir: 
I learn this morning, in a manner which leaves me no doubt of the fact, that the enemy have retired down 
near to the mouth of the river, if he has not left it, with all his ships. A rumor, not so well authenticated, but very 
probable, states the force in the Patuxent to be increased and ascending that river. 
I have halted the detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Scott at Piscataway, where they will wait until some 
ascertained movement of the enemy shall render it necessary for them to move to some other point. 
I shal! see General Stewart, of the militia, this morning, and then be able to speak more decidedly. 
Lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General commanding. 


Honorable J. Anusrrone, Secretary of War. 


Barrmore, 4ugust 13, 1814. 


Sir: 

In consequence of the two regiments which were draughted from General Smith’s division, under the requisition 
of April last, being accepted as part of the quota of Maryland, under the requisition of the 4th of July last, of the 
impracticability, besides impropriety of calling any portion of those draughted from the Eastern Shore, and the neces- 
sity of leaving all the men immediately upon the bay, and low down upon the rivers, for local defence on the 
Western Shore, the remaining portion of the Maryland draughts tobeassembled at Bladensburg, instead of being three 
thousand, will not much exceed as many hundred. I shall require ‘he Governor to order out all the draughts that 
can possibly be spared from the three lower brigades on the Western Shore; but since the whole number draughted on 
the Western Shore, exclusive of those drawn trom General Smith’s division, do not amount to fifteen hundred, I 
apprehend that, after all shall be assembled, under this second order from the Governor of Maryland, they will not 
exceed one thousand men. ‘The most convenient and immediate resource to supply this deficiency, which occurs 
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to me, will be to take the militia drawn out under the State authority, and now assembled at Annapolis, to the 
amount of one thousand men, into the service of the United States, and to call on the Governor of Pennsylvania 
for one regiment. ‘This would make the militia force (independent of the two regiments near this place) under my 
command between two and three thousand men, and unl cumuinie the views of the President in the order com- 
municated to me by you, to call for not more than three nor less than two thousand over and above the two regi- 
ments here. 

The objects for which the militia were called to Annapolis, were such as to make it proper that the force should 
be under the direction of the commander of the 10th military district. Some force ought and must be kept at Annapo- 
lis, and if it should be deemed proper to authorize me to accept them, I should leave them there until some neces- 
sity oe requiring them elsewhere; and the trouble and expense of advancing a detachment there, would be 
avoided. ; 

‘These men are only called out for sixty days, which may, perhaps, be long enough, and will, at all events, aiford 
sufficient time to ascertain whether a further force will be necessary. They are already in the field, equipped in 
all respects, and organized. A saving of their equipments will be gained by the United States, and all the time 
and trouble of calling a force in their place. 

I shall proceed for Bladensburg and Washington to-morrow, or the day following. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
oe W.H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General, commanding 10th M.D. 


flon. J. Anmstrrone, Secretary of War. 


Dear GENERAL: War Department, 4ugust 22, 1814, 
Your letter of the 2Ist is received. : 

Of the force in the Potomac we do not know as much as we ought. Their fleet is said to consist of six frigates, 
one of which had got aground on the Kettle Bottoms. ‘They have on board some troops or marines which had been 
previously encamped on St. George’s island. General Parker is observing them on the Virginia side of the river, 
at the head of a small brigade of militia, about fourteen or fifteen hundred. 

Enclosed is a letter from General Douglas, of Loudoun. I have ordered him to come on directly, without 
seeking a rendezvous with General Hungerford. A detachment of the 12th infantry (recruits) arrived here yester- 
day. ‘They shall be armed, equipped, and marched to the Woodyard this morning. The Baltimore brigade will be 
at Bladensburg to-day. Would it not be well to throw Barney’s seamen (six hundred) and some other troops on 
the right of Nottingham? A demonstration which shall menace the rear of the enemy and their communication 
with the shipping, will, if it does not actually stop, at least very much retard their progress. 


I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Brigadier General Winner, Long Old Fields, Prince George’s county, Md. 


Wasninoton City, ugust 19, 1814. 
Sir: 
I beg leave to suggest, through you, for the consideration of the President, the following propositions: 

Would it be expedient, under the direction of the Navy Department, to have vessels ready to be sunk in the 
Potomac, at Fort Washington, or other proper point, at a moment’s warning, to obstruct the navigation? 

Would it not be proper to put all the boats, which can be propelled by oars, that are at this place, under the 
control of the Navy Supavtene, at Fort Washington, to transport troops across the river from either side, as circum- 
stances may require? 

Would it not be expedient, in our present destitute condition for military force, to put the marine corps into 
service, or at all events to cause them to reinforce Fort Washington at a moment’s notice, or to be applied, as cir- 
cumstances require, to any point of defence? 

From the great and overwhelming force of the enemy on water, it is no longer useful to keep the flotilla armed 
in the Patuxent; might not that force be applied to some stationary point of defence on land, or be subjected in some 
way to co-operate in the general arrangements which the commander of the district may make 

Serious difliculties have already arisen from collision, in the Patapsco, with the command of Fort M’Henry and 
the flotilla, in performing the duty of guard and look-out, the flotilla boat having stopped and kept in custody all 
night the look-out boat of the fort. 

Would it be advisable for the commander of the district, or any other public authority, to make an appeal to 
ihe patriotism of the country, at the present moment, for volunteers, without regard to their legal obligations as 
militia men? A large force very useful might be obtained. probably, in this way, which weuld cost only provision 
and ammunition. In fine, would it not be advisable, without regard to forms, too slow for the emergency, to invite 
and call in every man that can be found? ‘This is, perhaps, more expedient, because [ have received official in- 
formation that the Pennsylvania militia are not in a state to be called out legally; the former law having expired 
the Ist of July, and the jaw of last session not taking effect as to organization till October next. I take this occasion 
to state that [ have called for the militia of the District of Columbia, en masse; for General West’s brigade in 
Prince George’s county, and General Williams’s, of Anne Arundel, also en masse; and the Baltimore brigades, also 
en masse. | shall forward by expresses immediately, demands for five hundred men each, from all the brigades on 
the Western Shore of Maryland, and the counties which border the Potomac on the Virginia side. General Hun- 
gerford, Northern Neck, has a force in the field which I have called on him to march without delay to this place. 
The result of al! these operations will be certainly slow, and extremely doubtful as to the extent of force produced. 


Most respectfully, 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General, commanding 1th M. D. 


Honorable Skcrerary oF War. 


, Wasnineron, .dugust 21, 1814, 


SiR: 

The calis which have been made upon the militia officers, and the appeals to the people to turn out, is likely 

to produce in haste an uncertain force in its amount and armaments probably very considerable in numbers. | beg 

leave, therefore, to suggest the propriety of augmenting the quantity of arms immediately at this place or its vicinity: 

perhaps Foxall’s works would be a good and safe depot, and sufficiently convenient. ‘They can be drawn, by imme- 

diate exertions in sufficient time. All the flints that the utmost — ag" aa ought to be collected here 
am, &c. 


without delay. IN 
° W. H. WINDER. 
Honorable J. Armstrone, Secretary of War. 





5S MILITARY AFFAIRS. (1814. 





Heap Quarters, Comss’s, NEAR THE Eastern Brancu Brings, 


Wednesday morning, 24th of August, 1814. 

I have found it necessary to establish my head quarters here, the most advanced position convenient to the 
troops, and nearest information. I shall remain stationary as much as possible, that I may be the more readily 
found, to issue orders, and collect together the various detachments of militia, and give them as rapid a consolida- 
tion and organization as possible. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, Brigadier General, commanding 10th M. D. 


Hon. Secrerary or War. 


P. S.—The news up the river is | threatening. Barney’s, or some other force, should occupy the batteries 
at Greenleaf’s Point and the Navy Yard. I should be glad of the assistance of counsel from yourself and the Govern- 
ment. If more convenient, I should make an exertion to go to you the first opportunity. 


Nore.—The following memorandum was endorsed on the back of the foregoing letter, in the hand writing of 
Secretary Armstrong: 

** Went to General Winder; found there the President; Mr. Monroe had also been there, but had set out to 
Bladensburg to arrange the troops, and give them an order of battle, as I understood; saw no necessity for ordering 
Barney to Greenleaf’s Point or Navy Yard. Advised the Commodore to join the army at Bladensburg, and ordered 
Minor’s regiment to that place. Advised General Winder to leave Barney and the Baltimore brigade upon the 
enemy’s rear and right flank, while he put himself in front with all the rest of his force. Repeated this idea in my 
letter to him of the 22d.” 


Bartimore, slugust 27, 1814. 
SIR: 

When the enemy arrived at the mouth of the Potomac, of all the militia which I had been authorized tov 
assemble, there were but about one thousand seven hundred in the field; from thirteen to fourteen hundred under 
General Stansbury, near this place, and about two hundred and fifty at Bladensburg, under Lieutenant Colonel Kra 
mer; the slow progress of draught, and the imperfect organization, with the ineffectiveness of the laws to compel 
them to turn cut, rendered it impossible to have procured more. 

The militia of this State, and of the contiguous parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania, were called on en masse, but 
the former militia law of Pennsylvania had expired on the first of June or July, and the one adopted in its place is 
not to take effect in organizing the militia, before October. No aid, therefore, has been received from that State. 

After all the force that could be put at my disposal in that short time, and making such dispositions as | deemed 
best calculated to present the most respectable force at whatever point the enemy might strike, I was enabled, by 
the most active and harassing movements of the troops, to interpose before the enemy at Bladensburg about jfive 
thousand men, including three hundred and fifty regulars and Commodore Barney’s command. Much the largest 
portion of this force arrived on the ground when the enemy were in sight, and were disposed to support in the best 
manner the position which General Stansbury had taken. They had barely reached the ground before the action 
commenced, which was about one o’clock, P. M. of the 24th instant, and continued about an hour. 

The contest was not as obstinately maintained as could have been desired, but was by parts of the troops sus 
tained with great spirit, and with prodigious effect; and had the whole of our force been equally firm, 1 am induced 
to believe that the enemy would have been repulsed, notwithstanding all the disadvantages under which we fought. 
The artillery from Baltimore, supported by Major Pinkney’s rifle battalion, and a part of Captain Doughty’s from 
the navy yard, were in advance to command the pass of the bridge at Bladensburg, and played upon the enemy, as 
I have since learned, with very destructive effect; but the rifle troops were obliged, after some time, to retire, and, 
of course, the artillery. Superior numbers, however, rushed upon them, and made their retreat necessary, not, 
however, without great loss on the part of the enemy. Major Pinkney received a severe wound in his right arm, 
after he had retired to the left flank of Stansbury’s brigade. The right and centre of Stansbury’s brigade, consisting 
of Lieutenant Colonel Ragan’s and Shutz’s regiments, generally gave way very soon afterwards, with the exception 
of about forty rallied by Colonel Ragan, after having lost his horse and a whole or a part of Captain Trower’s com- 
pany, both of whom General Stansbury represents to have made, even thus deserted, a gallant stand. ‘The fall 
which Lieutenant Colonel Ragan received from his horse, together with his great efforts to sustain his positivn, ren- 
dered him unable to follow the retreat; we have, therefore, to lament that this gallant and excellent officer has been 
taken prisoner: he has, however, been paroled, and I met him here recovering from the bruises occasioned by his 
fall. ‘The loss of his services at this moment is serious. ‘The 5th Baltimore regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Sterrett, being the left of Brigadier General Stansbury’s brigade, still, however, stood their ground, and except for 
a moment, when part of them recoiled a few steps, remained firm, and stood until ordered to retreat with a view to 
prevent them from being outflanked. 

The reserve under Brigadier General Smith, of the District of Columbia, with the militia of the city and George- 
town, with the regulars, and some detachments of Maryland militia, flanked on their right by Commodore Barney 
and his brave fellows, and Lieutenant Colonel Beall, still were to the right on the hill, and maintained the contest 
for some time with great effect. 

It is not with me to report the conduct of Commodore Barney and his command, nor can I speak from observa- 
tion, being too remote; but the concurrent testimony of all who did observe them, does them the highest justice for 
their brave resistance, and the destructive effect they produced on the enemy. Commodore Barney, after having 
lost his horse, took post near one of his guns, and there unfortunately received a severe wound in the thigh, and he 
also fell into the hands of the enemy. 

Captain Miller, of marines, was wounded in the arm fighting bravely. From the best intelligence, there remains 
but little doubt that the enemy lost at least four hundred killed and wounded, and of these a very unusual portion 
killed. Our loss cannot, I think, be estimated at more than from thirty to forty killed, and fifty or sixty wounded. 

You will readily understand that it is impossible for me to speak minutely of the merit or demerit of particular 
troops so little known to me from their recent and hasty assemblage. My subsequent movements, for the purpose 
of preserving as much of my force as possible, gaining reinforcements, and protecting this place, you already know. 

I am, with very great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


WM. H. WINDER, Brigadier General, commanding 10th M. D. 


P. S.—We have to lament that Captain Sterrett, of the fifth Baltimore regiment, has also been wounded, but is 
ong well; other officers no doubt deserve notice, but [ am as yet unable to particularize. 
on. J. Anmsrrone, Secretary of War. 
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General Order erecting the Tenth Military District, and letters from the Secretary of War to General Winder. 
War DerartMENT, 


ApsuTant AND Inspector Generav’s Orrice, July 2, 1814. 


GENERAL ORDERS: 
The State of Maryland, the District of Columbia, and that part of Virginia lying between the Rappahannock 
and Potomac rivers, will constitute a separate military district (No. 10) under the command of Brigadier General 


Winder. i 
By order: JNO. R. BELL, 
Assistant Inspector General. 


Sir: War Department, July 2, 1814. 
Your letters of the 30th instant have been received. | ae 
Enclosed is an order constituting a new military district, and_assigning you to the command thereof. Major 


Stewart has permission to serve in your staff. It would be desirable to see you here as soon as it may be conve - 
nient for you to come. 


I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Brig. Gen. Wu. H. Winper, Baltimore. 
War Department, July 18th, 1814. 
Sir: ; 
In addition to my circular letter of the 4th instant, which subjects to your call the quota of Maryland mili- 
tia, you are also authorized to draw, from that of Virginia, two thousand men, and from the quota of Pennsylva- 
nia, five thousand. ‘The whole of the militia of the District of Columbia, amounting to about two thousand, is kept 
in a disposable state, and subject to your orders. 
Nore.—The detached militia of Maryland amounted to six thousand. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Brigadier General Winper. 

War Department, July 28, 1814. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 25th and 27th instant. 

Lieutenant Edwards’s representation is referred to Colonel Wadsworth, with orders to supply what may be 
wanting at Fort Washington. Lieutenant Colonel Lavall states that he is waiting the arrival of horses. The de- 
tachment of the 10th is in march, and the recruits of the 36th and 38th ordered to join their corps: they, I fear, are 
very few. ; ; 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Brigadier General WinpEr, . 
Commanding 10th Military District. 


War Deparrment, August 19th, 1814. 


Sir: 

Your letter of this date has been received, and submitted to the President. On the two first subjects, you 
are referred to the Navy Department. ‘The marines are ordered to move. Orders have been given to Commodore 
Barney. 

Ton will adjust, with the Secretary of the Navy, what relates to guard and vidette duty at Baltimore. 

The call you propose making on volunteers is approved. It will be so worded as to guard against interfering 
with the legal draught, and putting it in the election of the militia to fulfil, or not to fulfil, their public engage- 
ments. 

The calls you have actually made are also approved. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Brigadier General WinpeER. 

War Department, August 19, 1814. 
Sir: 
If the enemy’s movements indicate an attack on this place, means should be taken to drive off all horses and 
cattle, and remove all supplies of forage, &c. on their route; a moment is not to be lost in doing both. For this 
purpose, the whole of your cavalry may be pushed into the neighborhood of the enemy, without delay. 

Colonel M’Lean could be usefully employed with them. Lavall will be at Montgomery Court House to-day: 
he has with him one hundred and thirty mounted dragoons, under excellent officers. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brigadier General Winper. 


/ 


Correspondence with the Governors of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. 


CIRCULAR TO THE GOVERNORS OF STATES. 
War Deparrment, July 4, 1814. 
Sir: 
The late pacification in Europe offers to the enemy a large disposable force, both naval and military, and 
with it, the means of giving to the war here, a character of new and increased activity and extent. 

Without knowing, with certainty, that such will be its application, and still less that any particular point or 
points will become objects of attack, the President has deemed it advisable, as a measure of precaution, to strength- 
en ourselves on the line of the Atiantic, and (as the principal means of doing this will be found in the militia) te 
invite the Executives of certain States to organize, and hold in readiness, for immediate service, a corps of ninety- 
three thousand five hundred men, under the laws of the 28th of February, 1795, and 18th of April, 1814. 

The enclosed detail will show your Excellency what, under this requisition, will be the quota of . As 
far as volunteer uniform companies can be found, they will be preferred. 

_ The expediency of regarding (as well in the designations of the militia as of their places of rendezvous) the 
points, the importance or exposure of which will be most likely to attract the views of the enemy, need but be sug- 


gested. . 
A report of the organization of your quota, when completed, and of its place or places of rendezvous, will be 


acceptable. 
have the honor to be, with very great respect, your Excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant. 


His Excellency the Governor oF ; 
74 m 
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Secrerary’s Orrice, July 14, 1814. 
Sir: ' _ , 
In the absence of the Governor, I deem it_my duty to inform you, that your communication containing a re- 
quisition fora detachment of fourteen thousand Pennsylvania militia came to the office this morning, and was im- 
mediately forwarded by express to the Governor, at Selin’s Grove. Be assured the requisition will be met with all 
the promptness the circumstances possibly will permit. 

With high considerations of respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant. 

N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 

Joun Armstrrone, Esq. Secretary of War. 

Secretary’s Orrice, July 25, 1814. 
Str: 

‘The Governor has directed me to enclose to you copies of general orders issued by him in compliance with a 
late requisition for a military force from Pennsylvania, by the President, communicated by yours under date of the 
4th instant. He has not, as you will perceive, inlgunted places of rendezvous: he thinks it will be in time to do so 
in subsequent orders, which must issue before the troops can march: the threatened point of attack by the enemy 
will, it is probable, then be better ascertained, and a more prudent selection of place can be made. ‘The repeal of 
our militia law of 1807, and its several supplements, on the Ist of August next; the disannulling of all militia com- 
missions on that day, by a new law of the cal session, granted under the old law, except the commissions of such 
officers as may then be in actual service; the ordering by the new law; the holding of elections of officers by the mi- 
litia, after the said Ist of August; the notice of election; returns to be made; and the protracting to the 4th Monday 
of October next, the classification of the militia; causes an almost total disorganization of our militia system, be- 
tween the Ist of August and the 4th of October, and presents difficulties, in yielding perfect compliance with the 
requisition of the President, insurmountable. It is hoped, however, that the patriotism of the people will obviate 
the difficulty, by a voluntary tender of services, which the Governor has invited, growing out of the unaccountable 
— of the Legislature. It is strongly doubted whether any orders can be enforced under the present state of 
things. 

The requisition refers to the act of Congress, passed 28th February, 1795; under which militia can be held in 
service three months only; and to the law of 1814, which authorized the President to keep them six months in ser- 
vice. ‘The law of Pennsylvania, passed at the last session of its Legislature, requires the Governor to mention, in 
general orders, the period for which any militia ordered into service is to remain on duty. It is desirable, there- 
fore, to know whether the requisition is intended for three or six months’ service. The offices of Deputy Quarter- 
Master General, and Assistants, and Assistant Adjutant Generals, are not recognized by our State laws. 

I have taken the liberty of enclosing to you a copy of the militia law of this State, passed at the last session of the 
Legislature; from a perusal. of which you will perceive the difficulties under which the Executive at present labors, 
in attempting to comply with the requisition. 

Wit high considerations of respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 

Joun Armstrone, Esq. Secretary of War. ' 

SECRETARY'S Orricr, 4ugust 27, 1814. 
Sir: 

1 am directed by the Governor to enclose to you a copy of general orders, issued yesterday. The letter of 
General Winder, containing the requisition, under date of the 18th instant, was not received until the evening of 
the twenty-third. ‘The deranged state of our militia system prevented a more prompt compliance with the de- 
mand. To obviate as far as practicable the inconvenience of delay, the Governor has directed the flank and volun- 
teer companies to push on as rapidly as possible, without any regard to the time fixed on for the general rendezvous 
of the ordinary draughts. The commanding officers of the companies or detachments are instructed to report them- 
selves, and the number of their men, to General Winder, as the officer who may have command of the troops in the 
service of the United States, in the 10th military district. 

The tents, camp-equipage, as well as arms and accoutrements, belonging to the State, being insufficient to ac- 
commodate the troops called into service, the Governor relies on the deficiency being supplied by the United States 
as promptly as practicable, to render the men comfortable and efficient. 

With high respect and esteem, sir, your obedient servant, 
N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 

Joux Anmstronc, Esq. Secretary of War. ” 


ANNAPOLIs, July 29, 1814. 
SiR: 

In conformity to the request of the President of the United States, signified in your communication of the 4th 
instant, a detachment of five thousand four hundred infantry, and six hundred artillery, was directed to be organ- 
ized and held in readiness to march at the shortest notice, and in consequence of General Winder having, by direc - 
tion of the President, requested three thousand of the draughts of the militia of this State may be called into the field, 
and in order to comply as fully as_ practicable with the request, the whole of the draughts of the militia from the 
Western Shore, being about three thousand five hundred iniantry, have been ordered to be embodied. You will ob- 
serve by the map and line drawn from Washington to Baltimore (not far east of which I presume these men will 
be encamped) will have a very considerable portion of the militia between that line and the bay shore; and conse- 
quently, | presume the draughts from this section of the country would not be drawn back from that part most ex- 
posed. Baltimore, | fear, will be unwilling that any part of that force from which they expected to derive aid, 
should be withdrawn from them. Under these circumstances, it was thought most prudent to order the whole. 
They have been directed to be embodied in their several brigade districts, and move on the shortest route to Bla- 
densburg, where, I presume, on the receipt of this information, arrangements will be made (under your directions) 
for their accommodation. What number will arrive there in any given time, I am not yet advised of. The whole 
artillery of the State does not amount to more than nine hundred; and more than two-thirds of that number are in 
Baltimore; consequently the proportion from thence would be more than four hundred. So great a proportion, or 
any thing like it, being taken from what is their most efficient force, would create great uneasiness. The order, 
therefore, with respect to them, is suspended, until General Smith can have some communication with you. 

I am, sir, with great respect, yours, &c. 
LEVIN WINDER. 


Honorable SecreTary or W ar. 


Apjutant Generav’s Orrice, Ricumonp, M4th July, 1814. 
Sir: 
Your requisition on the militia of this State, bearing date the 4th instant, has been received. 

Apprehending that the object of this measure is to have in readiness a provisional force to repel a sudden inva- 
sion, | have enclosed the general orders from this department, of the 22d ultimo, placing in a state of preparation 
for such an event upwards of fifteen thousand men. They are not organized, other than on the plan of the militia 
generally; but you will perceive that the points of rendezvous are designated. In addition to this force, the 8th, 
and a greater part of the 9th brigade, (amounting to seven thousand, and all convenient to Norfolk) are placed in 
the same situation, and directed to co-operate with General Porter in resisting an attack on Norfolk. 
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Arms, ammunition, &c. will be placed in the hands ef the whole. Should these arrangements meet your views 
it will be necessary to make a detail on all the regiments in the State for the twelve thousand called for; unless it 
is desirable that this number be set apart to - a regular tour of duty. But, as the troops now in readiness 
are adequate to the emergency contemplated, and the requisitions for those that are to perform regular duty will be 
made in future in time for every preparation to be made, it is believed that the object of your requisition has been 
anticipated. If this is the fact, his Excellency the Governor is desirous that the regiments now held in requisition 
and subject to be called out en masse, be considered by you as a provisional force only, and not subject to perform 
service beyond the continuance of tle emergency which may call them into the field’ 

As concert in the measures of the General and State Governments is all important, permit me earnestly to solicit 
your earliest attention to this subject. In the mean time, arrangements will be made to take our quota from the 
militia, generally, as that measure cannot be avoided, under existing circumstances, unless the force required be 
provisional. Rest assured, sir, that nothing will be wanting on the part of this State to co-operate cordially and 
effectually with the General Government. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLAIBORNE W. GOOCH, Deputy Adjutant General. 


The Honorable Joun Armstronc, Secretary of War. 


War Deparrment, July 18th, 1814. 


Sir: 

A letter of the 14th instant, from Deputy Adjutant General Gooch, enclosing a copy of your general orders 
of the 22d ultimo, and requesting to know whether the corps put into requisition by these orders would not supply 
the call of the 4th instant, made through this Department on the State of Virginia, has been received and submitted 
to the President. In reply thereto, L am instructed to state, that, inasmuch ‘as the service of the militia required 
by your Excellency is declared to be provisional, limited, in point of time, to the emergency that calls it forth, and 
in point of place, to the State of Virginia, and not subjected to the direction of any officer of the United States it 
cannot be considered as fulfilling the views of the President. . 

Permit me to take this occasion to state to your Excellency that two thousand of the quota of Virginia will be 
put at the disposition of General Winder, as commanding officer of this district. 
I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s most obedient servant. 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
His Excellency the Governor or Virginia. . 


No. 7. 


NARRATIVE OF GENERAL WINDER. 
O’Neate’s, September 26, 1814. 


Sin: 

The readiest mode in which I can meet the inquiries which you have made, on behalf of the committee of 
which you are the chairman, will be to give a narrative of my agency as commander of the 10th military district, 
and to accompany it with the correspondence which I have had, by letter, with the General and State Governments, 
and their respective officers, while in that command, 

Within the few last days of June, and before it was known that my exchange was perfect, although intelligence 
to that effect was momently expected, I was at the city of Washington, and the Secretary of War informed me that 
it was in contemplation to create another military district, to embrace the country from the Rappahannock north- 
ward, to include the State of Maryland, and that the President intended to vest me with the command of it. 

On my return to Baltimore | addressed to the Secretary of War copies of the letters herewith transmitted, mark- 
ed 1 A, 2 A. 

About the 4th or Sth of July, I received a letter, a copy of which, marked iB, accompanies this, which enclosed 
an order constituting the 10th military district, a copy of which is annexed to the letter above referred to. 

In obedience to the requisition of the letter, L immediately went to Washington, and waited on the Secretary of 
War. He stated to me that, in addition to the garrisons of the several forts within my district, and the detach. 
ments of the 36th and 38th infantry, then at Benedict, it was contemplated to order a detachment of cavalry, then 
at Carlisle, under orders to be mounted, amounting to about one hundred and fifty, a company of the 12th, and 
from one or two companies of the 10th regular infantry, which would be ordered to be collected from their several 
recruiting rendezvous and to march to the city of Washington, and that the whole regular force, thus to be collect- 
ed, might amount to one thousand or twelve hundred, and that the balance of my command would be composed of 
militia. ‘That a requisition was about to be made upon certain States for upwards of ninety thousand militia, in- 
tended for the defence of the maritime frontier of the country, and showed mea blank circular which had been 
printed but not filled up, nor sent to the respective Governors of the States. 

I took the liberty of suggesting to the Secretary of War, at that time, my idea of the propriety of callingimmedi- 
ately into the field at least a portion of the militia intended for my district, and encamping tiem in the best posi- 
tions for protecting the probable points at which the enemy would strike if he should invade the district of my com- 
mand. ‘The Secretary was of opinion that the most advantageous mode of using militia was upon the spur of the oc- 
casion, and to bring them to fight as soon as called out. 1 returned within a day or two to Baltimore, {to prepare 
myself for visiting the different parts of my district, and to explore it generally, and particularly those parts of it 
which might be considered as the approaches to the three principal points of it, to wit: Washington, Baltimore, and 
Annapolis. mae ; ; 

My impressions of the necessity of having a respectable force immediately called into the field were strengthened 
instead of diminished by subsequent reflection, and I, in consequence, on the 9th of July, addressed the letter to the 
Secretary of War, a copy of which is herewith sent, marked 3 A. 

Agreeably to the suggestion contained in that letter, | proceeded to Annapolis to visit the military posts there, 
and to be ready on the spot, when the Governor should receive the requisition, and myself such instructions as might 
be thought proper to be given me, to take the most immediate steps to accomplish them. 

The Governor received the requisition, and immediately issued the necessary orders to have the quota required 
draughted, 

On the 12th July, the Secretary addressed me a letter, (the copy of which is herewith marked 2 B,) but which, 
being directed to Baltimore, did not reach me until after { had been to Upper Marlborough and again returned to 
Annapolis, where it followed me. I proceeded from Annapolis to Upper Marlborough, and on the 16th addressed 
two letters to the Secretary of War, of which copies are sent, marked 4 A, 5 A. 

The apprehension that the enemy would proceed up the Patuxent and attack the flotilla at Nottingham, in con- 
sequence of the reinforcement he had just received, gaining strength, | proceeded immediately to Nottingham, instead 
of going to the Woodyard as I intended. During the 16th we received no information of a movement of the enemy 
up the river, but on the 17th, about 9 o’clock, Mr. Fitzhugh arrived, express from the mouth of the Patuxent, and 
stated that about twenty barges, several frigates, and some small armed vessels, were proceeding up the river. I, in 
consequence, wrote a letter to the Secretary ef War, a copy of which is herewith sent, marked 6 A; and wrote a 
note to Brigadier General West, of the Maryland militia, advising him to call out the militia of the county. 

I ordered the detachments of the 36th and 38th to hasten from the head of South river, by forced marches, to Not- 
tingham. ‘Three companies of the city militia were promptly despatched, in consequence of my lettcr of the 17th. 
But, by the time these iatter had reached the Woodyard, and the regulars Marlborough, the enemy had entered 
Hunting creek, on the Caivert side of the river, had proceeded to Huntingtown, burned the tobacco warehouse, 
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after having taken off the principal part of the tobacco, and were retiring down the river. I halted the city militia 
at the Woodyard, and the regulars at Marlborough. . : . 

In answer to my letter of the 17th from Nottingham, I received the following answer from the Secretary of War, 
marked 3 B. As soon, therefore, as I ascertained that the enemy had retired to the mouth of the Patuxent, I pro- 
ceeded to Annapolis, to make the requisition upon the Governor, as directed by the Secretary of War; and thence 
to Baltimore, to lend my aid and power to draw out the force authorized there. Sy 

While at Annapolis, I addressed to the Secretary of War the letter dated 20th of July, a copy of which is sent, 
marked 7 A, and at the same time made the requisition on the Governor, herewith sent, marked 1C. After re- 
maining at Baltimore a day, and leaving orders to Brigadier General Stansbury, who had been called on to com- 
mand the militia to be assembled there, relative to their muster and inspection, under the laws of Congress, I re- 
turned to Marlborough, to fix upon an encampment for the militia | had required from the Governor, and to be more 
at hand to be informed of the enemy’s movements. From — Marlborengh, on the 23d of July, 1 wrote the 
Secretary of War the accompanying letter, marked 8 A; and then proceeded to the Woodyard, from whence, on the 
same day, I wrote to the Secretary of War the following letter, marked 9 A. 

‘The enemy still remaining inactive, or rather confining himself to depredations upon the lower parts of the rivers 
Patuxent and Potomac, I seized the opportunity of visiting Fort Washington, and on the 25th required from Lieu- 
tenant Edwards, the commanding officer, a representation of what he deemed necessary to complete the equipment 
of the fort, with its then works, and received from him a representation, which I enclosed in a letter to the Secre- 
tary of War on the 25th, of which copies are sent, marked 10 A. A copy of his answer, marked 4 B, is herewith 
sent. 
Learning that some of the enemy’s ships were proceeding up the Potomac, I proceeded down to Port ‘Tobacco, 
with a view of ascertaining more precisely his views, and of informing myself of the country; and on the 26th wrote 
the Secretary of War the following letter, marked 11 A, ; 

Having ascertained, the next morning, that the enemy’s ships had descended the river, I returned to Marlborough, 
and availed myself of the first opportunity I had, to review and inspect the detachment of the 36th and 38th; and 
thence proceeded to Washington city, where I established permanent head quarters of the district, on the Ist of 
August. [| availed myself of a day, at this time, to review and inspect the two brigades of District militia, in Alex- 
andria and this place, and reported the result to Major General Van Ness, commanding the District militia, in the 
letter herewith, marked No. 1. 

‘The people of St. Mary’s and Charles’s had become extremely sore under the harassing service to which they 
had been subjected, and the devastation and plunder which the enemy had been so long committing on their shores; 
and the remonstrances of Brigadier General Stewart, commanding the militia there, under the State authority, had 
become extremely importunate with both the Secretary of War and the President, to receive aid and protection from the 
General Government. ‘The danger of throwing a force so far down into that neck of land, which exposed them to the 
danger of being cut off, besides that they would be lost for the defence of Washington, Baltimore, or Annapolis, 
had hitherto prevented me from pushing any part of my command so low down, But the President, in conversation, 
told me, that their situation required aid, and directed me to move the detachments of the 36th and 38th down to 
unite with, and aid, General Stewart. | accordingly ordered Lieutenant Colonel Scott to move from Marlborough 
to Piscataway, and | proceeded directly down myself on the 3d. On the morning of the 4th of August I wrote the 
following letter from Port ‘Tobacco, marked 13 A, to the Secretary of War, and agreeably to the intention therein 
expressed, proceeded twelve miles below, to General Stewart’s camp. I there learned, beyond doubt, that the 
enemy had returned down the rivers and after assuring the General of support, if they again advanced up the river, 
I returned back again to the city of Washington, directing Lieutenant Colonel Scott, commanding the regulars, to 
take up his encampment at a very convenient place, two miles from Piscataway, on the road to the Woodyard and 
Marlborough. 

On my arrival at Washington, I found that the requisition, made upon the Governor of Maryland for three thou- 
sand men, to be assembled at Bladensburg, had brought to that place only one company; but I learned that other 
detachments were about marching to that place, and, in order that no delay might occur in organizing and equipping 
them, I ordered Major Keyser, of the 38th regular infantry, to proceed to Bladensburg, to muster, inspect, and 
drill the detachments as they came in. 

i thence proceeded to Baltimore, to ascertain more precisely the effect of the requisition made on Major General 
Smith for two thousand from his division; when arrived, | found about one thousand two hundred only assembled. 
i reviewed and inspected them, and gave Brigadier General Stansbury orders to endeavor, by the most speedy 
means, to get in the delinquents and absentees. 

I had just learned, by a letter from the Governor of Maryland, and also from General Smith, that, upon Gene- 
ral Smith’s application to the Secretary of War, he had determined that the two thousand men, now called to Bal- 
timore, and which had been detached, under a requisition of the Secretary of War, directly on General Smith, of 
the 20th of April, were to be considered as part of the quota of Maryland, under the requisition of the 4th of July. 
I had drawn a different conclusion, and had so informed both the Governor and General Smith, in the visits I made 
to Annapolis and Baltimore, about the 20th of July. immediately after receiving the letter from the Secretary of 
War of the 17th of July, above exhivited. In order to supply the deficit, in my calculation upon this force, Uad- 
dressed the letter of the 13:h of August to the Secretary of War, of which a copy, marked 14 A, is here presented; 
proceeded the same or the following day to Washington, by the way of Annapolis, and on the 17th, at Washington, 
the day following my arrival, received the letter from the Secretary of War, of which a copy, marked 5 B, is sent. 

I should have stated.that, two days after my return to the city of Washington, about the 6th of August, I re- 
ceived two letters from the Secretary of War, the one dated the 15th, the other the 17th of July, which, having been 
addressed to me at Baltimore, had tollowed me backward and forward from place to place, and unfortunately only 
reached me at this late period; copies of them are herewith sent, marked 6 B and 7 B. 

I had, in the mean time, addressed the letter of the 6th of August to the Governor of Pennsylvania, a copy of 
which is sent, marked 1 D, and upon the 8th, on the receiving the letter of the Secretary of War of the 15th, I 
wrote another letter to the Governor of Pennsylvania, of which, from haste or much occupation, [ did not take a 
copy, or have mislaid it: it substantially, however, informed him of the number of militia | was authorized to call 
from him, requesting him to hasten their draughting and organization, and to transmit a list of the officers, from briga- 
diers down, who would command. Should this letter be deemed material, a copy can be obtained from the Gover- 
nor, and | have written to procure it. 

I addressed, on the 16th, also, a similar letter to the Governor of Virginia. On the 16th or 17th of August, I 
received from the Secretary of State of Pennsylvania an answer, dated the 11th, of which a copy, marked 2 D, is 
herewith sent; and from the Adjutant General of Virginia, the auswer and enclosures herewith sent, marked E. 

On the morning of Thursday the 18th, intelligence was received, from the observatory on Point Lookout, that, 
on the morning of the 17th, the enemy’s fleet off that place had been reinforced by a formidable squadron of ships 
and vessels, of various sizes. 

I immediately made requisitions upon the Governors of Maryland and Pennsylvania, and to various militia officers, 
copies of which are herewith sent, marked as follows: to the Governor of Pennsylvania, 3 D; to the Governor of 
Maryland, 2 C; to Major General Smith of Baltimore, 1 F; to Brigadier General West, of Prince George’s, Mary- 
land, No. 18; to Major General Van Ness, No. 4; to Brigadier General Hungerford, Virginia, No. 14; to Brigadier 
General Douglas and Colonel Chilton, of Virginia, and Brigadier Generals Ringgold, Swearingen, Barrack, and 
Foreman, of Maryland, No. 5. 

_ Besides the letters and correspondence here referred to particularly, a mass of correspondence occurred with va- 
rious persons, relative to my command, and which, as far as I suppose they can have any influence on the investiga- 
tion, are herewith sent. 

‘That with the Governor of Maryland will be found in bundle C, and numbered, in addition te those already 
mentioned, from 3 C to 11 C, both inclusive. ‘That with General Smith in bundle F; and that with other persons, 
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not before referred to, with the numbers before referred to, are exhibited from No. 1 to number 53, inclusive. Much 
other correspondence, necessary to be carried on, and which occupied much time, took place; which, however, is 
not sent, as 1 deemed them not calculated to illustrate the inquiry, and only calculated uselessly to encumber and 
embarrass the inquiry. They will be furnished, if thought requisite. 

I will state as nearly as possible the forces which were in the field under these various demands and requisitions, 
the time of their assembling, their condition, and subsequent movements. 

"The returns first made, when | came into command, gave me. 
Fort McHenry, ander the command of Major Armistead. non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, for 


duty. - : . . - . : - - - 194 

At Annapolis. in Forts Severn and Madison, under Lieutenant Fay, . : . - 39 
At Fort Washington. under Lieutenant Hdwards, - - - - ‘ - 49 
The detachments of the 36th and 38th, and a sinall detachment of artillery under Lieutenant Colonel Scott, 330 
612 








‘These corps received no addition, but were gradually diminishing by the ordinary causes which aiways operate 
to this effect. 

The two thousand Maryland militia, who were ordered to assemble at Baltimore, had been draughted in pur- 
suance of a requisition, made by the Secretary of War on General Smith, of the 20th of April, and, as full time had 
been allowed to make the dranght deliberately, they were, as far as practicable, ready to come without delay; notwith- 
sianding Brigadier General Stansbury was unable to bring to Bladensburg more than one thousand four hundred, in- 
cluding officers, and arrived at Bladensburg on the evening of the 22d of August. 

From General Stricker’s brigade in the city of Baltimore, which had "been called out en masse, I required a re- 
giment of infantry, the battalion of riflemen, and twe companies of artillery—not deeming it practicable to reconcile 
the people of Baltimore to march a greater number, and feave it without any force, and being strongly persuaded 
that the exigency would have drawn in time a greater force from the adjacent country. ‘The detachment from Strick- 
er’s brigade, under Colonel Sterett. arrived at Bladensburg in the night of the 23d of August. and the total amount 
was nine hundred and fifty-six. 

The detachment which hal been stationed at Annapolis. under Colonel Hood. and which had been at the mo- 
ment transferred by the Governor of Maryland to my command, arrived at the bridge at Bladensburg about fifteer: 
minutes before the enemy appeared, and | suppose was six to seven hundred strong. Lhave never had any return of it. 

The brigade of General Smith, consisting of the militia of the District of Columbia on this side the Potomac, 
were called out on ‘Thursday, the 18th of August; on Friday were assembled, and on Saturday, the 20th, they 
crossed the Eastern Branch bridge, and advanced about five miles towards the Woodyard. They amounted, | sup- 
pose, to about twelve hundred; a return was never had before they separated from my command, as there was not 
an interval of sufficient rest to have obtained one. 

Genera! Young's brigade, from Alexandria, between five and six hundred strong, crossed the Potomac, Satur- 
day or Sunday, the 19th or 20th, and took post near Piscataway. 

The call for three thousand militia, under the requisition of the 4th July, had produced only two hundred and 
filiy men at the moment the enemy landed at Benedict. In addition to the causes herein beforementioned, the inel- 
ficacy of this call is to be attributed to the incredulity of the people on the danger of invasion; the perplexed, brok- 
en, and harassed state of the militia in St. Mary’s, Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s, and a part of Ann Arunde! 
counties, which had rendered it impossible to make the draught in some of them, or to call them {rom those exposed 
situations where they had been on duty two months, under the local calls for Maryland. 

Several other sinall detachments of Maryland militia, either as volunteers, or under the calls on the brigadiers, 
joined about the day before the action, whose numbers or commanding officers I did net know. ‘They may have 
amounted to some four or five hundred. 

Lieutenant Colonel ‘Tilghman, of the Maryland cavalry, under an order of the Governor of Maryland, with 
about eighty dragoons, arrived at the city of Washington on the 16th of August, on his way to join General Stewart, 
in the lower part of Charles or St. Mary’s county. 

Under the permission [ just then received, to accept all the militia, then in the field, under the State of Mary 
land, | iuformed Colonel ‘Tilghman that [ had no doubt of the Governor’s sanction, for which U had applied, and 
recommended hin to halt here. He agreed not only to this, but, by the consent of General Stewart, who happened 
then to be in the city, sick, agreed to take my orders. 

Lieutenant Colonel Lavall, of the United States’ light dragoons, with a small squadron of about one hundred and 
twenty, who had been mounted at Carlisle the preceding Monday, arrived at Montgomery Courthouse on the even- 
ing of the 19th of August, reported himself to the War Office, and received orders to report to me. He moved on 
the next morning and crossed the Eastern Branch. 

Captain Morgan, with a company of about eighty of the 12th United States* infantry. joined at the Long O'd 
Fields on the evening of the 22d. 

Colonel Minor, frota Virginia, arrived at the city on the evening of the 23d, with about jive hundred men, wholly 
unarmed and without equipments. Under the direction of Colonel Carbery, who had been charged with this sub- 
ject. they received arms, ammunition, &c. next morning, but not until after the action at Bladensburg. 

No part of the 10th had yet arrived. 

There had been no Adjutant or Inspector General attached to my command, from its commencement. Majo: 
Hite, Assistant Adjutant General, joined me, on the 16th of August, at Washington, and Major Smith, Assist- 
ant inspector General, on the 19th. 

This was the situation, condition, and amount, of my force and command. 

it will be observed that this detail is continued up to the moment of the battle of Bladensburg: but, as the time 
at which the different corps respectively joined is stated, it will be readily seen what troops were concerned in’ the 
different movements which will now be detailed. 

‘The innumerably multiplied orders, letters, consultations, and demands, which crowded upon me at the mo- 
ment of such an alarm, can more easily be conceived than described, and occupied me nearly day and night, from 
Thursday, the 18th of August, till Sunday, the 21st. and had nearly broken down myself and assistants in prepar:- 
ing, dispensing, and attending to them. 

On Thursday evening, Colonel Monroe proposed, if L would detach a troop of cavalry with him, to proceed i 
the most probabie direction to find the enemy, and reconnoitre him. Captain Thornion’s troop, from Alexandria. 
was detailed on this service, and, on Friday morning, the Colonel departed with them. At this time, it was sup- 
posed the enemy intended up the bay, as one of his ships was already in view from Annapolis, and his boats were 
sounding South river. It was Colonel Monroe’s intention to have proceeded direct to Annapolis: but, before he 
had got without the city, he received intelligence that the enemy had proceeded up the Patuxent, and were de- 
barking at Benedict. He therefore bent his course to that place. By his #rst letter, on Saturday, which reached 
the President that evening, he was unable to give any precise intelligence, except that the enemy were at Benedict 
in force. 

On Saturday, Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman, with his squadron of dragoons, was despatched by way of the 
W oodyard to fall down upon the enemy, to annoy, harass, and impede their march, by every possible means, to re- 
move or destroy forage and provision from before the enemy, <a gain intelligence. Captain Caldwell, with his 
troop of city cavalry, was despatched with the same views towards Benedict, by Piscataway, it being wholly un- 
certazin what route the enemy would take, if it was his intention to come to Washington. 

On Sunday, I crossed the Eastern Branch, and joined Brigadier General Smith, at the Woodyard, where Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Scott, with the 36th and 38th, and Lieutenant Colonel Kramer, with the militia from Bladensburg, 
had arrived by previous orders. On the road to the Woodyard, I received a letter from Colonel Monroe, of which 
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a copy is sent, marked——; and, at about eight o'clock in the evening, I received another letter from him, of which 
a copy is sent, marked 3and,-in a very short time after, he arrived himself, and, immediately after, Colonel 
Beall. who had seen a body of the enemy, which he estimated at four thousand, (without supposing he had seen the 
whole) enter Nottingham, on Sunday evening. Colonel Monroe, being much exhausted, retived to rest. I gave 
Colonel Beall, on account of his experience, orders to proceed and join Colonel Hood, on his march from Annapo- 
lis, and take command of the detachment. I pote the night in writing letters and orders to various officers 
and persons, and, at day-light, ordered a light detachment from General Smith’s brigade, under Major Peter, the 
regulars, under Lieutenant Colonel Scott, and Lavall’s cavalry, to proceed immediately towards Nottingham, to 
meet the enemy. 

I proceeded immediately in advance myself, accompanied by Colonel Monroe, and the gent!emen of my staff. 
[ had learned that Colonel ‘Tilghman, with his cavalry, on the advance of the enemy, had fallen back upon Marl- 
borough. the evening before, and had, during the night, sent him an order to proceed upon the read from Marlbo- 
rough to Nottingham, and meet me at the Chapel. Having got considerably in advance of Lieutenant Colonel 
Scott’s and Major Peter’s detachments, and also to obtain intelligence, [ halted at Mr. Oden’s, within half a mile 
of the junction of the roads from Marlborough and the Woodyard to Nottingham, directing Lava!l to gain the 
Marlborough road, post himself at the Chapel, and push forward patrols upon all the roads towards Nottingham. 
In less than half an hour, and before the detachments of Scott and Peter had come up, intelligence was brought 
that the enemy was moving on from Nottingham in force towards the Chapel. [ immediately proceeded, with the 
gentlemen who were with me, to gain an observation of the enemy, and came within view of the enemy’s advance 
about two miles below the Chapel. ‘The observation was continued until the enemy reached the Chapel, and Scott 
and Peter being then near two miles distant from that point, and it being therefore impossible for them to reach the 
janction of the Marlborough and Woodyard road before the enemy, 1 sent orders for them to post themselves in 
the most advantageous position, and wait for me with the body of the cavalry. [ turned into the road to the 
Woodyard, and detached a smal! party, under Adjutant General Hite, on the Marlborough road, to watch the ene- 
my’s movements on that road, and give information. Upon arriving at Oden’s, himself, or some other person of the 
neighborhood whom I knew, and on whom [ could rely, iniormed me that there was a more direct road. but not 
so much frequented, leading from Nottingham to the Woodyard, and joining that on which I then was, two miles 
nearer the Woodyard. 

A doubt, at that time, was not entertained by any body of the intention of the enemy to proceed direct to 
Washington, and the advantage of dividing their force, and proceeding on two roads running so near each other, to 
the same point, so obvious, that [ gave orders to Scott and Peter to retire, and occupy the first eligible position 
between the junction of that road and the one we were on, and the Woodyard; despatched a patrol of cavalry to 
observe that road, and give the earliest notice of any advance of the enemy upon it. | still continued the observa- 
iion of the enemy myself, and he turned a part of his column into the road to the Woodyard, and penetrated a 
skirt of wood, which hid the junction of the Marlborough and Woodyard road from view, and there halted it 
within a quarter of a mile of Oden’s house. f hesitated for some time whether to attribute his delay to a view 
which he may have had of Scott’s and Peter’s detachment, or to a design to conceal his movement towards Mar!- 
borough, the road to that place being concealed by woods from any point of observation which could be gained. 

[t appeared afterwards that his whole force halted here for an hour or upwards, and_ thus continued in an uncer- 
tainty as to his-intended route. I had, in the mean time, rode back and assisted Peter and Scott to post their 
detachments in a favorable position, from whence 1 entertained a hope to have given the enemy a serious check, 
without much risk to this detachment. Orders had been previously sent to General Sinith to post his whole detach- 
ment in conjunction with Commodore Barney, who had by this time joined him from Marlborough, with about 
four hundred sailors and marines, and had taken also command of the marines, under Captain Miller, who had 
arrived from the city the night before. [ presumed, from the appearance of his force, it was about one hundred or 
one hundred and twenty. As soon as I had satisfied myself as to the position and disposition of Scott’s and Peter's 
detachments, | advanced again towards the enemy, to ascertain his situation and intentions. It had now become 
certain that he had taken the road to Marlborough; and Colonel Monroe crossed over to that place, te join Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Tilghman, and observe his movements. 

I sent an order immediately to Scott and Peter, to retire back to General Smith, and the latter to take post at 
che points where the roads from Washington city and the Woodyard. to Marlborough, unite. This order was in- 
correctly delivered, or misunderstood, and he took post. instead, at the point where the reads from the Woodyard 
and Marlborough, to the city of Washington, unite. ‘The mistake, however, produced no inconvenience, but, on 
tlie contrary, was perhaps better than the position to which Ll had directed; because it threw my force more between 
Marlborough and Bladensburg, and also in command of the road by which the enemy did finally advance, which the 
other position would not have done. Its inconvenience was, that it left open the road to Fort Washington, and render- 
ed General Young’s junction, if it should become proper to advance him, hazardous on that road. It further became 
necessary to retire still further back, and the only position where the troops could be tolerably accommodated, or 
posted to advantage, was at Dunlap’s, or, as it is genera!ly called, the Long, or Battalion Old Fields. 

General Smith was therefore ordered to retire to that point, with the whole of the troops, except the cavalry. 
Lieutenant Colonel ‘Tilghman, and Captain Herbert, weve charged with hovering upon the enemy on all the roads 
leading from Bladensburg, from the north, and from Annapolis to Marlborough. With Lavall’s cavalry, I ad- 
vanced to the nearest and most convenient positions between the Woodyard and Marlborough, and found the encmy 
quietly halted at Marlborough. ‘Tilghman’s cavalry picked up ome or twv prisoners, who had straggled beyond the 
enemy’s pickets, and my examination of them confirmed me that the enemy did not contemplate leaving Marlbo- 
rough that day. 

After remaining near Marlborough, in observation, till toward the latter part of the afternoon, I returned to 
General Smith, where I arrived toward the close of the day. About dark I learned that the President and Heads 
of Departments had arrived at a house about a mile in the rear of the camp. I detached a Captain’s guard to his 
quarters; advanced the cavalry of Lavall ou the reads towards Marlborough, with orders to patrol as close upon 
the enemy as possible during the course of the night; and after having waded through the infinite applications, con- 
sultations, and calls, necessarily arising from a body of two thousand five hundred men, not three days from their 
homes, without organization, or any practical knowledge of service on the part of their officers, and being obliged 
to listen to the officious but well intended information and advice of the crowd, who, at such a time, would be full 
of both, | lay down to snatch a moment of rest. 

A causeless alarm from one of the sentinels placed the whole force under arms about three o’clock in the 
morning. A short time after sun-rise, [ rode over to the quarters of the President, to inform him and the Secretary 
of War of the state of things. Upon my return, rumors prevailel that the enemy had taken the road to Queen 
Ann, which was directly leading to Annapolis. [ could not, however, suppose that Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman 
and Captain Herbert would fail to advise me if the fact were so. The rumor, however, gained ground; and just at 
this time, Mr. Luffborough, o' this city, with some fifteen or twenty mounted men, offered himself ready to perform 
any duties on which I could employ them, I immediately despatched him to ascertain the truth of this report, by 
penetrating to that road, and also to obtain whatever information he could relative to the enemy. About twelve 
o’clock he sent me decisive information that the enemy were not on the Annapolis road. 

I received constant intelligence that the enemy still remained in Marlborough; and, therefore, felt no doubt 
that, if he intended to take the road to Annapolis, any movement upon that road was only an advance party 
for observation, and preparatory to a general movement; and as the morning advanced, and the information brought 
still confirmed the impression that the»enemy intended no movement from Upper Marlborough, I resolved to 
endeavor to concentrate the force (which I hoped had now considerably accumulated within my reach) down upon 
the enemy’s lines near Marlborough. 

I accordingly ordered a light detachment to be sent forward by General Smith, under Major Peter, and having 
also learned by Major Woodyear, of General Stansbury’s staff, that he had arrived the evening before at Bladens- 
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burg, I sent orders te him to advance toward Marlborough, and to take post at the point where the Old Fields to 

ueen Ann crosses the read from Bladensburg to Marlborough, which brought him within four miles of the Old 
Fields, and within from six to eight of the enemy. I was anxiously waiting to hear of Lieutenant Colonel Beall’s 
progress with the detachment for Annapolis, and of Lieutenant Colonel Sterett’s, from Baltimore. 

he President and Heads of Department had been upon the field since about eight o’clock. I communicated 

my views and intentions, as above detailed, and informed them that I proposed myseli to pass over the road from 
Ddesbons to Marlborough, to meet General Stansbury, to make closer observations upon the road direct from 
the enemy to Bladensburg, and to establish more thoroughly a concert between Stansbury and Smith’s command; to 
be also nearer to Beall, to give him also a direction towards the enemy on the road leading into Marlborough from 
the north, if my intelligence should continue to justify it, and to draw down Lieutenant Colonel Sterett, with his 
force, as soon as I should ascertain where it was. I accordingly, with a troop of Lavall’s cavalry, proceeded about 
12 o’clock: upon arriving at the Bladensburg road I halted, and pushed a patrol of cavalry down toward Marlbo- 
rough. 
{n a few minutes after, three of Captain Herbert’s troop, who were observing down the same road, arrived, with 
two prisoners, who they had just seized ina very bold and dexterous manner. The information of these prisoners 
confirmed the impression that the enemy did not intend to move from Marlborough that day; and as it was now 
one o’clock, I felt little doubt of it. After remaining some time for intelligence from the United States’ dragoons, 
that I had sent down with orders to press down as closely as possible upon the enemy, a slight firing was heard in 
the direction of the enemy, which I concluded was from the enemy’s picket upon this party; a few moments con- 
firmed this conjecture by the return ofa dragoon with this intelligence. A more considerable firing was then, how- 
ever, heard, which | concluded to be a skirmishing by Peter’s detachment with the enemy, put upon the alert and 
advance by the firing at the draguons. ; ; 

The firing soon after ceased, and after having sent for the purpose of ascertaining the fact, with directions to 
follow with mtelligence on toward Bladensburg. in which direction | proceeded with the expectation of meeting 
General Stansbury, and with the intention to halt him until my intelligence should decide my further proceedings. 

I had proceeded within four or five miles of Bladensburg, without meeting General Stansbury, when I was over- 
taken by Major McKenney, a volunteer aid with General Smith, who informed me that Peter had skirmished with 
the advancing enemy, who had driven him back on General Smith, and that the enemy had halted within three 
miles of the Old Fields: that agreeably to my directions upon the probability of an attack, General Smith had sent 
off the baggage across the Eastern Branch; and that himself and Commodore Barney had drawn up the forces ready 
to receive the enemy, should he advance. On my way toward Bladensburg I had left orders with Lieutenant 
Co!onel ‘Tilghman’s cavalry to continue their observation on the Bladensburg and Marlborough roads, and in case 
the enemy should move on that road, to give General Stansbury immediate notice, and fall back on him. In pro- 
ceeding to the Old Fields I met Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman himself, and renewed these directions. Captain 
Herbert was also between General Stansbury and the enemy, with the same instructions. 

When Major McKenney gave me the intelligence of the advance of the enemy, | despatched an aid to General 
Stansbury, with directions to him to fall back, and take the best position in advance of Bladensburg, and unite Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Sterett with him, should he arrive at Bladensburg, as I expected, that evening; and should he be 
attacked, to resist as long as possible, and if obliged to retire, to retreat toward the city. 

I reached the Old Fields about five o’clock in the afternoon, and found General Smith and Commodore Barney 
had judiciously posted their men in expectation of the enemy, and were expecting his 1 The head of the 
enemy’s column was about three miles from our position, and five miles from Marlborough. He must have reached 
that point by or before three o’clock, and his halt there, at that period of the day, so short a distance from Marlbo 
rough, and apparently only drawn out by my parties pressing upon him, and at the point from whence he could take- 
the road to Bladensburg, to the Eastern Branch bridge, or Fort Washington, indifferently, or it might be to cover 
his march upon Annapolis; to which place he had strong temptations to proceed. His force was very imperfectly 
known, the opinions and representations varying from four to twelve thousand; the better opinion fixed it from five 
to seven thousand. If he supposed his force insufficient to proceed to Washington, and further reinforcements 
were expected, which all information concurred to state, the natural conclusien was, that he would seek some place 
where he could in security refresh his men, and place them in comfortable quarters, near a convenient port for his 
ships, and whence, upon receiving reinforcements, he would be ready to act against the important points of the 
country. Having, therefore, already accomplished one great object of the expedition—the destruction of Commo- 
dore Barney’s flotilla—if he was not in a condition to proceed further into the country, Annapolis offered hima 
place in all respects such as he would desire. It brought him toa fine port, where his ships could lie in safety; it 
afforded abundant and comfortable quarters for his men; magazines and store houses for all his stores and muni- 
tions of every description; was capable, with very little labor, of being rendered impregnable by land, and he com- 
manded the water; it was the nearest point of debarkation to the city of Washington, without entering a narrow 
river, liable to great uncertainty in its navigation from adverse winds; and was at hand to Baltimore; equally 
threatening those two great points, and rendering it absolutely necessary to keep a force doubly sufficient to resist 
him—one for the protection of Washington, the other for Baltimore. The squadron which was ascending the Poto- 
mac, and had now passed the Kettle Bottoms, the only obstruction in the navigation of the river, might be only a 
feint, the more effectually to conceal their intentions against Annapolis; or, what was more probable, was intended 
to unite with the land force, and co-operate in a joint attack on Washington. It was, therefore, strongly believed, 
that the land force was destined to proceed and take Fort Washington in the rear, where it was wholly defenceless, 
while it was capable of offering a very formidable resistance to the ascent of ships up the river, and. imperfect as it 
was, perhaps capable of repulsing them altogether. And it was therefore that [sent to General Young when the 
force under General Smith fell back to the Old Fields, to take a position so as to protect Fort Washington, and 
avoid being taken in the rear by the enemy. 

If the object of the enemy was to proceed direct to Washington, the road by Bladensburg offered fewer obstruc- 
tions than that over the Eastern Branch bridge, although it was six miles further; and yet, if I had retired toward 
Bladensburg, I should have been removed so much further from annoying or impeding the enemy if he proceeded 
to Fort Washington; and I should have left the road to Washington city, by the Eastern Branch bridge, open to 
him, which, although I had, as 1 supposed, left a secure arrangement for its destruction, yet the importance of 
leaving that bridge as long as possible, on account of its great value to us, and the danger that, in the multitude of 
business which was accumulated on every person during such alarm, confusion, and disorder, arising at such a 
moment, with such raw, undisciplined, inexperienced, and unknown officers and men, rendered it hazardous to 
trust this direct and important pass unguarded. 

It was under all these circumstances, that, after waiting for the enemy at the Old Fields till sun-down, that I 
determined to retire over the Eastern Branch bridge, in which Commodore Barney concurred, and his force with 
mine proceeded accordingly. 

My reasons for not remaining at the Old_ Fields during the night was, that, if an attack should be made in the 
night, our own superiority, which lay in artillery, was lost, and the inexperience of the troops would subject them 
to certain, infallible, and irremediable disorder, and probably destruction, and thereby occasion the loss of a full 
half of the force which I could hope to oppose, under more favorable circumstances, to the enemy. 

The reasons for retiring by the Eastern Branch bridge, were, the absolute security it gave to that pass, the 
greater facility of joining General Young, and aiding in the protection of Fort Washington, the greater facility of 
pursuing the enemy should he recede and proceed to Annapolis, and the certainty that I could draw General 
Stansbury and Lieutenant Colonel Sterett to me if the enemy advanced tog rapidly for me to advance and _ unite to 
support them. 

nder the harassing and perplexing embarrassments, arising from having a mass of men suddenly assembled, 
without organization, discipline, or officers of any, the least, knowledge of service, except in the case of Major 
Peter, or, if possessing it, unknown to me as such, and the wearied and exhausted state in which incessant applica- 
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tion and exertion, for nearly five uninterrupted days and nights, had left me, these views offered themselves to my 
mind, and determined me to fall back, on Tuesday evening, to the bridge, instead of Bladensburg. Since the event 
has passed, and if a movement to Bladensburg, had it been made, would not have induced the enemy to pursue 
another course, it is easy to determine that a retreat to Bladensburg might have heen betters; but those who under- 
take to pass a judgment, should place themselves back to the moment and situation I was in. when I formed the 
resolution, and it will be very difficult to find it an error; or if one, it is of that sort which is supported, when 
viewed in perspective, by stronger reasons than those which oppose it; and is only found to be an error by expe- 
rience, which so often confounds ail reason and calculation. P 

Upon arriving at the bridge, about eight o’clock, I directed General Smith to halt his men in the most convenient 
position near the bridge on this sides and I passed over and rode directly to the President’s, and informed him of 
the then state of things. I had expected I should probably have found the Secretary of War and other Heads of 
Departments there, but they had respectively retired to their homes. I returned towards the bridge, leaving at 
M’Keowin’s hotel the borrowed horse on which I rode. Both those L had with me being exhausted and worn down, 
and as I knew no one who had a horse in a different situation, I proceeded on foot to the camp. General Smith 
was not at the moment there. [ proceeded on to the bridge, where I found about thirty men wih axes, for the pur- 
pose of cutting the bridge down, and no other preparation for destroying it made. I proceeded again to the camp; 
detached a party of volunteers to burn the upper bridge at once; detached a party of regular infantry across the 
bridge, in advance toward the enemy about half a mile, to prevent him from seizing it by surprise, and posted 
Burch’s artillery to command the pass of the bridge on this side. I learned at the bridge that some persons from 
the navy yard had been to the bridge to take some steps for destroying it, and knowing that this was the nearest 
and the only place indeed from whence I could draw the powder, boats, and combustibles, for the purpose of ren- 
dering its destruction sure at any moment, I proceeded, accompanied by Major Cox, of Georgetown, to ascertain 
what preparations had been made. I arrived there about twelve or one o’clock, saw Colonel Wharton, who referred 
me to Commodore ‘Tingey, to whom 1 then proceeded, and roused him from bed. He informed me that several 
casks of powder were ready in boats to be sent from the navy yard to blow up the bridge when necessary. I begged 
him to increase the quantity of powder, to furnish a quantity of combustibles, also to be laid upon the bridge, that 
its destruction, when necessary, in one way or other, might be put beyond doubt. Commodore Tingey undertook to 
have what I requested provided, sent without delay to the bridge. 1 returned to the bridge to see that the different 
detachments which I had stationed there were upon the alert, and understood the objects for which they were 
detached. And I thence returned to the camp, between three and four o’clock, much exhausted, and considerably 
hurt in the right arm and ancle from a severe fall which I had into a gully or ditch on my way to the navy yard. 
I snatched about an hour or two of sleep, rose, and proceeded to gather my attendants and horses, much exhausted 
and worn down by the incessant action of the three preceding days, and proceeded to establish my head quarters 
at a house near the bridge. 

My patrols and videttes not having yet brought me any intelligence of a movement of the enemy, and being 
still doubiful whether he might not move upon Annapolis, Fort Warburton, or toward the bridge, rather than Bla- 
densburg, L held the position near the bridge, as that which, under all circumstances, would enable me best to act 
against the enemy in any alternative. I learned, about this time, with considerable mortification, that Gen. Stans- 
bury, from misunderstanding or some other cause, instead of holding a position during the night, in advance of Bla- 
densburg, had taken one about a mile in its rear; and that his men, from a causeless alarm, had been under arms 
the greater part of the night, and moved once or twice, and that he was at that moment on his march into the city. 
I instantly sent him an order to resume his position at Bladensburg; to post himself to the best advantage; make 
the utmost resistance, and to rely upon my supporting him if the enemy should move upon that road. I had, at a 
very early hour in the morning, detached Captain Graham, with his troop of Virginia cavalry, to proceed by Bia- 
densburg down upon the road toward the enemy, and ensure, by that means, timely notice to General Stansbury 
and myself, should the enemy turn that way. With this addition to the cavalry, already on those roads, it became 
impossible for the enemy to take any steps unobserved. Additional cavalry patrols and videttes were also detach- 
ed upon all the roads across the bridge, to ensure the certainty of intelligence, let the enemy move as he might. 

Colonel Minor had also arrived in the city the evening before, with five or six hundred militia from Virginia, but 
they were without arms, accoutrements, or ammunition. | urged him to hasten his equipment, which I learn was de- 
layed by some difficulty in finding Colonel Carbery, charged with that business; and he had not received his arms, 
&e.: when, about 10 o’clock, I received intelligence that the enemy had turned the head of his column towards 
Bladensburg. Commodore Barney had, upon my suggestion, posted his artillery te command the bridge, early in 
the morning. 

As soon as I learned the enemy were moving toward Bladensburg, I ordered General Smith, with the whole of 
the troops, to move immediately to that point. 

The necessary detention arising from orders to issue, interrogations and applications to be answered from all 
points being past, I proceeded on to Bladensburg, leaving the President and some of the Heads of Departments at 
my quarters, where they had been for an hour or more. [ arrived at the bridge at Bladensburg about 12 o’cleck, 
where I found Lieutenant Colonel Beall had that moment passed with his command, having just arrived from An- 
napolis. I had passed the line of Stansbury’s brigade. formed in the field upon the left of the road, at about a 
quarter of a mile in the rear of the bridges and, on the road, a short distance in the rear of Stansbury’s line, I met 
several gentlemen; and, among the others, 1 think Mr. Francis Key, of Georgetown, who informed me that he had 
thought that the troops coming from the city could be most advantageously posted on the right and left of the road 
near that point. General Smith being present, Mr. Key undertook, I believe, being sent for that purpose, to show 
the positions proposed. I left General Smith to make a disposition of these troops, and proceeded to the bridge, 
where I found Lieutenant Colovel Beall as before stated.* 1 maquired whether he had any directions as to his posi- 
tion; he replied he had been shown a high hill upon the right of the road, ranging with the proposed second line. It 
being a commanding position, and necessary to be occupied by some corps, I directed him to proceed agreeably to 
the instructions he had received. I then rode up to a battery which had been thrown up to command the street 
which entered Bladensburg from the side of the enemy and the bridge, where I found the Baltimore artillery posted, 
with the Baltimore riflemen to support them. Upon inquiry, I learned that General Stansbury was on a rising 
ground upon the left of his line. I rode immediately thither, and found him and Colonel Monroe together. The 
latter gentleman informed me that he had been aiding General Stansbury to post his command, and wished me to 
proceed to examine it with them, to see how far | approved of it. We were just proceeding with this view, when 
some person rode up and stated that news had just been received of a signal victory obtained by General Izard 
over the enemy, in which one thousand of the enemy were slain and many prisoners taken. Lordered the news to be 
immediately communicated to the troops, for the purpose of giving additional impulse to their spirits and courage. 
The column of the enemy at this moment appeared in view, about a mile distant, moving up the Eastern Branch, 
parallel to our position. From the left, where I was, I perceived that, if the position of the advanced artillery were 
forced, that two or three pieces upon the left of Stansbury would be necessary to scour an orchard, which lay be- 
tween his line and his artillery, and for another rifle company to increase the support of this artillery. ‘These were 
poe ge | sent forward by General Smith, and posted as hastily as possible, and it was barely accomplished before 

was obliged to give orders to the advanced artillery to open upon the enemy, who was descending the street to- 
ward the bridge. All further examination or movement was now impossible, and the position where I then was, 
immediately in rear of the left of Stansbury’s line, being the most advanced position from which I could have 
any commanding view, [ remained there. ‘The fire of our advanced artillery occasioned the enemy, who were ad- 


_ * Since writing the above, I have seen General Smith, who informs me that Mr. Key had been examining the grounds with 
him, and that it was his views that Mr. Key had been stating. He came up at the moment Mr. Key had given me the informa- 
tion. I have been under the impression, till thus corrected, that it was the suggestion of Colonel Monroe and General Stans- 
bury, that had suggested that position. The circumstance is immaterial, except for the purpose of literal accuracy when neces- 


sary. 
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vancing, and who were light troops, to leave the street, and they crept down, under the cover of houses and trees, 
in loose order, so as not to expose them to risk from the shot: it was therefore only occasionally that an object pre- 
sented at which the artillery could fire. 

In this sort of suspension, the enemy began to throw his rockets, and his light troops began to accumulate down 
in the lower parts of the town, and near the bridge, but principally covered from view by the houses. Their light 
troops, however, soon began to issue out and press across the creek, which was every where fordable, and in most 
places lined with bushes or trees, which were sufficient, however, to conceal the movements of light troops, who 
act in the manner of theirs, singly. ‘The advanced riflemen now began to fire, and continued it for a half a dozen 
rounds, when I observed them to run back to the skirts of the orchard on the left, where they became visible, the 
boughs of the orchard trees concealing their original position, as also that of the artillery, from view. A retreat of 
twenty or thirty yards from their original position toward the left brought them in view on the edge of the orchard: 
they halted there, and seemed for a moment returning ‘to their position, but in a few minutes entirely broke, and 
retired to the left of Stansbury’s line. I immediately ordered the fifth Baltimore regiment, Lieutenant Colonel 
Sterett, being the left of Stansbury’s line, to advance and sustain the artillery. They promptly commenced this 
movement; but the rockets, which had, for the first three or four, passed very high above the heads of the line, now 
received a more horizontal direction, and passed very close above the heads of Shutz’s and Ragan’s regiments, 
composing the centre and left of Stansbury’s line. A universal flight of these two regiments was the consequence. 
This leaving the right of the fifth wholly unsupported, I ordered it to halts rode swiftly across the field toward those 
who had so shamefully fled. and exerted my voice tothe utmost to arrest them. They halted; began to collect: and 
seemed to be returning to their places. An ill-founded reliance that their officers would succeed in rallying them, 
when I had thus succeeded in stopping the greatest part of them, induced me immediately to return to the fifth, the 
situation of which was likely to become very critical, and that position gave me the best command of view. To 
my astonishment and mortification, however, when I had regained my position, I found the whole of these regi- 
ments (except a few of Ragan’s, not more than forty, rallied by himself, and as many perhaps of Shutz’s rallied, ! 
learn by Captain Shower and’ Captain —-—, whose name I do not recollect) were flying in the utmost precipita- 
tion and disorder. 

The advanced artillery had immediately followed the riflemen and retired by the left of the fifth. I directed 
them to take post ona rising ground which I pointed out in the rear. The filth, and the artillery on its left, stil! 
remained, and | hoped that their fire, notwithstanding the obstruction of the boughs of the orchard, which, being 
below. covered the enemy, would have been enabled to scour this approach and prevent his advance. ‘The ene- 
my’s light troops, by single men, showed themselves on the lower edge of the left of the orchard, and received the 
fire of this artillery and the fifth, which made them draw back. The cover to them was, however, so complete, 
that they were enabled to advance singly, and take positions from which their fire annoyed the fifth considerably, 
without either that regiment or the artillery being able to return the fire with any probability of effect. In this situation 
I had actually given an order to the fifth and artillery to retire up to the hill, toward a wood more to the left and a 
little in the rear, for the purpose of drawing them further from the orchard, and out of reach of the enemy’s fire, 
while he was sheltered by the orchard. An aversion, however, te retire before the necessity became stronger, and 
the hope that the enemy would issue in a body from the left of the orchard, and enable us to act upon him on terms 
of equality, and the fear that a movement of retreat might, in raw troops, produce some confusion, and lose us_ this 
chance, induced me instantly to countermand the order, and direct the artillery to fire into a wooden barn on the 
lower end of the orchard, behind which I supposed the enemy might be sheltered in considerable numbers. The 
fire of the enemy now began, however, to annoy the fifth still more in wounding several of them, and a strong 
column of the enemy having passed up the road as high as the right of the fifth, and beginning to deploy into the 
field to take them in flank, | directed the artillery to retire to the hill, te which I had directed the Baltimore artil- 
lery to proceed and halt, and ordered the fifth regiment also to retire. This corps, which had heretofore acted 
so firmly, evinced the usual incapacity of raw troops to make orderly movements in the face of the enemy, and their 
retreat in a very few moments became a flight of absolute and total disorder. 

The direct line of retreat to the whole of this first line being to the hill on which I had directed the artillery to 
halt, and immediately in connexion with the positions of General Smith’s corps, which were not arrayed in line, but 
posted on advantageous positions in connexion with and supporting each other, according as the nature of the ground 
admitted and required; I had not for a moment, dispersed and disordered as was the whole of Stansbury’s command, 
supposed that their retreat would have taken a different direction. But it soon became apparent that the whole mass 
were throwing themselves off to the right on the retreat toward Montgomery Court House, and flying wide of this 
point; the whole of the cavalry, probably, from the pressure of the infantry that way, were also thrown wide of the 
line of retreat toward the right. After making every effort to turn the current more toward General Smith’s com- 
mand and the city. in vain, and finding that it was impossible to collect any force to support the artillery, which I] 
had directed to halt, and finding also that the enemy’s light troops were extending themselves in that direction, and 
pressing the pursuit. I directed the artillery to continue their retreat, on the road they then were, toward the capi- 
tol, it being impossible for them to get across to the turnpike road or unite with General Smith’s brigade. 

The hope of again forming the first line at this point, and there renewing the retreat, or, at all events, of being 
able to rally them between the capitol and that point, and renewing the contest, induced me, at the moment I di- 
rected the fifth regiment to retreat, to request Mr. Riggs, of Georgetown, to proceed to the President, and inform 
him that we had been driven back, but that it was my hope and intention to form and renew the contest between 
that place and the capitol. 

As soon as I found it vain longer to endeavor to turn the tide of retreat toward the left, T turned toward the po- 
sitions occupied by Lieutenant Colonel Beall, Commodore Barney, and General Smith. By this time the enem 
had advanced up the road, had driven back Lieutenant Colonel Kramer’s command, posted on the right of the na 
and in advance of Commodore Barney, after having well maintained his position and much hurt the enemy, and 
also continued to fire during his retreat. He had come under the destructive fire of Commodore Barney, which had 
turned him up the hill towards Lieutenant Colonel! Beall, whose detachment gave one or two ineffective fires and 
fled. ‘Their position was known to me, was very conspicuous, and the extreme right. ‘The enemy, therefore, had 
gained this commanding position, and was passing our right flank; his force pursuing on the left, had also advanced 
to a line with our left, and there was nothing there to oppose him. ‘To preserve Smith’s command from being 
pressed in front by fresh troops of the enemy, who were coming on at the same time, while they were under the 
certainty of being assailed on both fianks and the rear by the enemy, who respectively gained them; in which cir- 
cumstances their destruction or surrender would have been leew I sent (my horse being unable to move with 
the rapidity I wished) to General Smith, to retreat. [am not acquainted with the relative position of the different 
corps composing his command, and cannot therefore determine who of them engaged the enemy, nor could I see 
how they acted; but when I arrived in succession at his different corps, which [ did as soon as practicable, I do not 
recollect to have found any of them that were not in order, and retreating with as little confusion as could have 
been expected. When I reached the road I found Commodore Barney’s men also retiring on the road, he having 
been overpowered by those who drove off Beall’s regiment about the time I sent the order to retreat. 

I still had no doubt but that Stansbury’s command, and the cavalry, would have fallen down upon the capitol, 
by the reads which enter that. part of the city from the north, and still solaced myself with the persuasion that I 
should be able there to rally fhem. upon the city and Georgetown troops, who were retiring in order; and make 
another effort in advance of the capitol to repulse the enemy. 

After accompanying the retreating army within two miles of the capitol, [ rode forward for the purpose of select- 
ing a position, and endeavoring to collect those whom I supposed, from the rapidity of their flight, might have 
reached that point. A halfa mile in advance of the capitol | met Colonel Minor with his detachment, and directed 
him to form his men, wait until the retreating army passed, and protect them if necessary. 


p 


_ When I arrived at the capitol [ found not a man had passed that way, and notwithstanding the commanding 
view which is there afforded to the north, I could see no appearance of the troops. I despatched an order to call 
in the cavalry to me there. 
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In a few moments the Secretary of State and the Secretary of War joined me, besides that they had been wit- 
nesses to the dispersion of the troops and the exhaustion of those just halted by me. [I stated the diminution of my 
force, and the extent of the positions which rendered it impossible to place the force I then had in such a position 
as to prevent the enemy from taking me on the flank as well as front, and that no reasonable hope could be enter- 
ror hed 9 that we had any troops who could be relied on to make a resistance as desperate as necessary, in an isolated 
building which could not be supported by a sufficiency of troops without; indeed it would have taken nearly the 
whole of the troops to have sufficiently filled the two wings, which would have left the enemy masters of every 
other part of the city, and given him theopportunity, without risk, in twenty-four hours, to have starved them into 
a surrender. The same objection equally applied to the occupation of any particular part of the city. 

Both these gentlemen concurred that it would subject the whole of my force to certain capture or destruction; 
and in its reduced and exhausted condition it was wise and proper to retire through Georgetown, and take post in 
the rear of it, on the heights, to collect my force. 1 accordingly pursued this course, and halted at ‘Tenley town, 
two miles north of Georgetown, on the Frederick road. Here was evinced one of the great defects of all undisci- 
plined and unorganized troops; no effort could rouse officers and men to the exertion necessary to place themselves 
in such a state of comfort and security as is atiainable, even under very disadvantageous circumstances. Such of 
them as could be halted, inetead of making those efforts, gave themselves up to the uncontrolled feelings which 
fatigue, exhaustion, and privation produced, and many hundreds, in spite of all precautions and efforts, passed on 
and pursued their way, either towards home or in search of refreshments and quarters. After waiting in this posi- 
tion until I supposed I collected all the force that could be gathered, I proceeded about five miles further on the 
river road, which leads a little wide to the left of Montgomery court house, and in the morning gave orders for the 
whole to assemble at a page | court house. _ 

This position promised us shelter from the rain that began to fall an hour before day; was the most probable place 
for the supply of provisions, which the troops very much needed; and was a position from which we could best in- 
terpose between the enemy and Baltimore, and to which place, at that time, nobody doubted he intended to go by 
land from Washington. ; 

In pursuance of this view, among the first acts after my arrival at Montgomery Court House, was, to direct a 
letter to General Stricker, who commanded at Baltimore, informing him that it was my intention to gather my force 
together there, receive what reinforcements I could, show myself to the enemy as strong as possible, hang on his 
flank, should he move to Baltimore, intimidate and harass him as much as possible in his movements, and en- 
deavor always to preserve the power of interposing between him and Baltimore; directing him to re-establish the 
dispersed command of Lieutenant Colonel Sterett, multiply his means as much as possible, stop all reinforcements 
of militia from Maryland, Pennsylvania, or elsewhere, and present himself to the enemy at the crossing of the Pa- 
tapsco, in as imposing a form as possible. ; 

This letter | sent by Captain Aisquith, whom I found at Montgomery, with fifteen or twenty others, the only 
part of the Baltimore detachment which had not returned home. 

The first object was, in the absence of quartermaster and contractor, to make efforts to provide quarters and re- 
freshments for my men; a few provisions were found there, belonging to the contractor, and a person temporarily 
appointed to issue, and the most active men of the place called upon and authorized to get in provisions. 

The next object was to obtain a return of the different corps, which, from causes that can easily be understood, 
among undisciplined men and unskilful officers, proved abortive before we moved next day. The arrival of several 
detachments of reinforcements, the reports of officers bringing on detachments who caaielatnns and instructions, 
and the multiplied complaints and wants of men and officers, crowded together in small quarters, or entirely out of 
doors in a rainy, tempestuous day; the calculations and arrangements necessary for ulterior operations, and to meet 
the demands and wants of the great force which my calls were likely to produce, may be supposed to have been as 
much as could be borne by the attention and efforts of one man, which he was obliged to encounter, for the want of 
a skilful, or even organized staff of any kind. 

No regular details for service of any kind could be performed, and all the duties of this description were neces- 
sarily performed by the voluntary zeal of those corps who could not be borne down or discouraged by difficulties. 
My efforts were devoted to endeavor to prepare the detachment to move down toward the city, and hang upon and 
strike at the enemy whenever an opportunity occurred. ‘The next morning, however, before a return of the corps 
could be had, and their situation known, I received intelligence that the enemy had moved from Washington the 
preceding night, and was in full march for Baltimore. [instantly put my command under_arms, multiplied and 
strengthened my patrols to gain intelligence, and advanced as rapidly as was practicable to Baltimore. When the 
forces arrived at Snell’s bridge, on the upper branch of the Patuxent, I had concluded that, if the enemy was, as 
we had still reason to believe, proceeding to Baltimore, that it would be most advisable for me to meneel dame 
thither, to lend the whole force of my power, as commander of the district, to call out and bring inte activity the 
resources of the place, and also because it was likely to become the most important station of the command. I 
accordingly left the command with General Stansbury, senior brigadier, and proceeded that night to Baltimore. On 
the road I met an express from Major General S. Smith, who delivered me a letter, in which he informed me he had 
been called out into service, and had assumed the command, according to his rank; and by the time I reached Bal- 
timore, I also learned that the enemy was proceeding to Marlborough, and not toward Baltimore. 

If | had had longer time, or to repeat the action of Bladensburg, Lt could correct several errors which might mate- 
rially have affected the issue of that battle. The advanced force ought to have been nearer to the creek along the 
edge of the low ground, where they would have been skirted with bushes, and have avoided the inconvenience of 
the cover which the orchard afforded the enemy. ‘The edge of the low grounds on the right of the read ought to 
have been lined with musketry, and a battery of cannon also planted in the field, on the right of the road, directly 
fronting the bridge; and if Commodore Barney’s heavy artillery, with his more expert artillerists, had occupied the 
position which the advanced artillerists did, and these posts been obstinately defended, the enemy would not have 
crossed the river at that point, but would have been obliged to make a circuit round to his right, and have crossed 
above, and at the upper end of the town; or, if the whole force had been posted at the position of the second line, 
with all the advantage which it afforded, and have acted with tolerable firmness and courage, the event might have 
been different; but no advantage of position is proof against groundless panic and a total want of discipline, skill, 
and experience. 

On the night of my retreat to the city, I sent Assistant Adjutant General Hite down to General Young, to inform 
him of the movement, and to direct him to take the best position to secure Fort Washington, and his junction with 
me; or, in case the enemy should interpose between him and me, to have his boats ready to transport his men across 
the river; or, if he could not do that, to fall down the river, and unite with General Stewart, and harass the enemy 
in the rear; and, above all, to be alert, and keep a vigilant guard upon every avenue of approach, to prevent a sur- 
prise. I also sent, by Major Hice, directions to the commanding officer of Fort Washington, to advance a guard up 
to the main road, upon all the reads leading to the fort; and, in the event of his being taken in the rear of the fort 
by the enemy, to blow up the fort, and retire across the river. 

The distance of General Young, and the necessity of retaining a position near the fort as long as the designs of 
the enemy remained uncertain, rendered it impossible to have the assistance of his force at Bladensburg. 

There was not a bridge on the road which the enemy pursued, from his debarkation to Washington, the destruc- 
tion of which would have retarded his advance ten minutes. I believe, in fact, that the bridge at Bladensburg is 
the only one, and the facility with which that stream is every where fordable above the bridge rendered useless the 
destroying it. Indeed, I believe that, had artillery been posted as advantageously as it might have been, and well 
served, the bridge would have acted as a decoy to the enemy to lead him into danger, and ‘have been useful to us. 

Those who have that happy intrepidity of assurance in their own capacity to see with certainty, in all cases, the 
means by which they could have avoided the errors of others, and by which past calamities might always have been 
averted, will find my condemnation easy. Those who are disposed to measure difficulties by the limits of human 
capacity, and who will impartially place themselves in my situation, will find it difficult to decide that any errors 
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have been committed which might not have been equalled or surpassed by any other commander, or that the calami- 
ties which have followed could have been averted or mitigated. __ 
his narrative is accompanied by a map, with exp!anations, which will facilitate the understanding of it. 


No. 8. 


REPORTS OF GENERALS STANSBURY, SMITH, YOUNG, DOUGLAS, AND HUNGERFORD; COLONELS STE- 
RETT, MINOR, TAYLOE, LAVALL, AND BEALL; MAJOR PINKNEY, AND CAPTAINS BURCH AND CALD- 
WELL, 

General Stansbury’s Report. 
Bartimore, November 15, 1814. 


By general orders from the War Department, of the 20th April. 1814, Major General S. Smith was directed to 
draught from his division, and hold in readiness to march at a moment’s warning, two thousand men,ofticers included. 

By Major General Smith’s division orders, of the 29th of April, L was directed to furnish, by draught, from my 
brigade, as its quota, one thousand of this requisition, and held them if readiness to march, at a moment’s warning, 
to Baltimore, for its defence. The first of May those orders were complied with, agreeably toa detail accompanying 
said orders. a ; 

On the 18th of July, Major General Smith issued division orders, requiring the quota from my brigade, the 11th, 
and that from the 2d and 9th, to march, and rendezvous at Baltimore. My orders were issued on the 19th; the 
troops began to assemble on the 24th, and were encamped about one and a half miles northward of the city, at a 
place called Camp Fairfield. 

On the 21st of July, by Major General Smith, I was directed to take charge of this brigade, and commenced pre- 
paring for their reception. Early in August, General Winder being vested with the command of the tenth military 
district, superseded General Smith in the command. 

On Saturday, August the 20th, about one o’clock P. M., I received, by express, letter No. 1, directing me to 
move down with my whole force for Washington. 

By this morning’s régimental reports, the force of my brigade, then in camp, appeared as follows: 

The first regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Ragan, officers included, 550; second regiment, under Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Shutz, officers also included, fit for duty, 803. 

L iramediately issued orders for wagons to be procured, provisions served out, tents struck, and every thing pre- 
pared to march that evening. But the difficulty of obtaining wagons to transport tents and camp equipage pre- 
vented my moving more than part of the brigade this evening. ‘The residue followed on the morning of the 21st. 
The advance party encamped at the Stag Tavern; the rear three miles short of it, on the evening of the 2tst. 

About 10 o’clock P. M. I received from General Winder, by express, letter No. 2, dated the 21st, directing me 
to halt until further orders. 

August 22d, at ten o’clock A. M. received from General Winder letter No. 3, dated at the Woodyard, the 21st, 
ten o’clock P. M. directing me to advance with all speed to Bladensburg. In consequence thereof, the line of 
march was taken up immediately, and at seven o’clock P. M. we arrived at Bladensburg. ‘The first regiment en- 
camped on the hill southeast, the second, on the northwest of the towns; and, on ‘Tuesday morning, the 23d, joined 
the first regiment on Lowndes’ Hill, near Bladensburg. About ten o’clock A. M. received from General Winder 
letter No. 4, dated at Head Quarters, Battalion Old Fields, August 22, containing orders to march my brigade (with 
the troops under Colonel Sterett, if they had joined me) slowly towards Marlborough, and take a position on the 
road not far from that place, and that he would join me some time that day. 

‘The troops under the command of Lieutenant Colone! Sterett had not joined me, nor was I certain at what 
time they would arrive. The brigade was instantly put in motion, and the march commenced towards Mar!borough, 
with a view of complying with General Winder’s orders. I immediately despatched my aid-de-camp, Major Wood- 
year, to General Winder, to communicate all the information which he might require as to my force; to receive par- 
ticular orders as to the position I should take in the vicinity of Marlborough; and to obtain a knowledge of the coun - 
try, and of the situation of the enemy. After proceeding about one mile on the read to Marlborough, I met Captain 
Moses ‘l'abbs riding express to inform me that the enemy, with their whole force, had left Marlborough, and were on 
their march toward me, distant about six miles. ‘This information made me determine to avail myself of the high 
grounds I occupied in the morning, to which Ll immediately returned, and made the necessary preparations to re- 
ceive the enemy. |! directed Captain Tabbs to return and reconnoitre the enemy, and give me every information. 
About four o’clock P. M. he returned, and informed me that the enemy, on leaving Marlborough, had taken a dif- 
ferent route. Soon after, my aid-de-camp, Major Woodyear, returned from General Winder, and informed me 
that the intelligence I had received of the movements of the enemy were, in part, incorrect, and that General Win- 
der wished me to encamp on the direct road from Bladensburg to Marlborough, at about seven miles distant from 
the latter place. The Assistant Adjutant General, Major Hite, accompanied Major Woodyear. By letter No. 4, 
[ was first informed that Lieutenant Colonel Sterett’s detachment, consisting of the fifth regiment, about five han- 
dred strong; Major Pinkney’s rifle battalion, about one hundred and fifty; and Captains Myex’s and Magruder’s 
companies of artillery, about one hundred and fifty, were attached to my command. These troops had not joined 
me, but were on their march. I despatched an express with this letter to Lieutenant Colonel Sterett, as soon as 
received, requesting him to move on with all possible expedition. 

About sunset, on the 23d, he arrived with his command, and encamped near my brigade. ‘The fatigued situa- 
tion of his troops induced me to halt for the night, on the hill near Bladensburg, with the intention of moving to- 
wards Marlborough at reveille, on the 24th. At about eight o’clock P. M. a militia captain, who resided near Bla- 
densburg, came into camp, attended by one of my sentinels, and informed me he was from General Winder’s camp, 
at the Battalion Old Fields; that General Winder was not in camp when he left it; and that it was apprehended he 
had been taken prisoner; as he had gone out to reconnoitre the enemy, and had not returned: that a detachment from 
the army had skirmished that day with the British; and that Brigadier General Smith, of the District of Columbia, 
had taken the command of the army, and would certainly join me in the course of the night. About eleven o’clock 
P. M., the Secretary of State, Colonel Monroe, with several gentlemen, came to my tent; and, as well as I recol- 
lect, Colonel Monroe observed that he was from Washington; that he had been at, or heard from, the camp of Gen. 
Winder: that there was an alarming silence with respect to General Winder, who had_ gone out to reconnoitre the 
enemy, and had not been heard of; and it was feared he was taken: that General Smith had, by persuasion, taken 
the command; and that they would move towards, and join me before morning, he expected, from the Battalion Old 
Fields; and advised vigilance to prevent surprise. Soon after the departure of Colonel Monroe, the advance pickets, 
on the road by which we expected the enemy, and which was the direct one from Marlborough, fired; and, in a few 
moments, my whole command were under arms, and prepared for action. |The cavalry, under Colonel Tilghman, 
who had come into town a little after dark for refreshments, were ordered down the Marlborough road, except Cap- 
tain Herbert, with his troop, who was directed to push down the road, toward the Battalion Old Fields, until he 
should fall in with General Winder’s army, which I was confident would join me that night. 

The troops were under arms until after two o’clock A. M. of the 24th, when being advised by the cavalry that 
the enemy were not near, I ordered them to retire to their tents, but to be ready to turn out at a moment’s warn- 
ing; and strong picket guards were placed on the road in every direction. Supposing my right and rear covered by 
General Winder’s force, I felt no apprehensions of surprise there; and no expectation that the enemy, without first 
beating General Winder, could approach me, either by the Battalion or river road. But, about half after two 
o'clock A. M. Major Bates, Assistant Adjutant General of militia, came to me from Washington, with a message 
trum General Winder, informing me that General Winder had retreated from the Battalion Old Fields into the city 
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of Washington, across the bridges which he had ordered to be burnt; and that the General expected I would resist 
the enemy as long as possible, should he move against me in that direction. ‘Thus was my expectation of security 
from the Battalion and river roads cut off, my right flank and rear uncovered, and liable to be attacked and turned, 
without she possibility of securing it, in the position | then lay. ; 

{ instantly sent for Lieutenant Colonel Sterett, of the 5th, Major Pinkney, of the rifie corps, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Ragan, Lieutenant Colonel Shutz being present, officers in whom [ placed the highest confidence, and 
stated to them the information and orders L had just received from General Winder, and our situation with respect 
to the enemys; they were unanimous in opinion that our situation on that hill could not be defended with the force 
then under my command, worn down with hunger and fatigue as they were, and that it was indispensably neces- 
sary, for the security of the army, that we should immediately retire across the bridge of Bladensburg, and take a 
position on the road between Bladensburg and the city, which we could defend, Colonel ‘Yilghman of the cavalry 
observed he thought we had no time to lose. In this opinion I perfectly coincided. Orders were instantly given to 
strike tents, and prepare to march, and in about thirty minutes, without hotse or coufusion, the whole were in motion, 
and about half past three o’clock in the morning, passed the bridge at Bladensburg leading to the city of Washington. 
Securing our rear from surprise, we halted in the road until the approach of day, with a view of finding some place 
where water could be had, in order that the men might cook their provisions, and refresh themselves for a few mo- 
ments. ‘The provisions consisted of salt beef of an inferior quality, the flour old and musty. At day-light, | moved 
on to the foot of a hill near a brick-yard, and there ordered the troops to refresh themselves. ‘This was about one 
and a half miles from Bladensburg. : owe ae 
‘ Sarly in the morning, f had despatched Major Woodyear to Washington, to inform General Winder of my 
movements and situation; of the exhausted state of the troops, and the impracticability of their meeting the enemy, in 
their present fatigued state, with any prospect of success, uniess reinforced. I rede to the top of the hill to examine 
the country. On my descending tt again, a note was presented to me, by an express from General Winder, dated 
at Washington, (written 1 presume without a knowledge of my movements) directing me to oppose the enemy, as 
long as [ could, should he attempt a passage by the way of Bladensburg. This note I have mislaid. 

i called a council of war, consisting of Lieutenant Colonel Sterett, Lieutenant Colonel Ragan, and Major Pink- 
ney. I laid the letter before them. Colonel! Sterett observed, that he marched from Baltimore with a determination to 
deiend the city; that his men, the day before, by a forced march from the Buck tavern, or Snowden’s, reached Bla- 
densburg without halting to cook; that they had been under arms nearly the whole of the night, without any sleep 
or foods; that Major Pinkney’s riflemen, and the two companies of artillery, were in the same situation; and that 
they were so completely worn down and exhausted, that he should consider it a sacrifice of both officers and men, 
to seek the enemy at any considerable distance from General Windev’s force, as no good could result: therefrom. 
Major Pinkney and Colonel Ragan expressed themselves to the same effects and, with Colonel Sterett, urged the 
propriety of moving further on the road towards the city, with a view of taking a stand on some more favorable 
cround for defence, with a better prospect of being joined by the forces under General Winder; and expressed their 
willingness to give their opinions in writing. 1 could not but admit the correctness of their views, and ordered the 
wagons to move on slowly towards the city; intending to follow on with the troops. 

At this moment, Major Woodyear returned from Washington with positive orders from General Winder, to 
give the enemy battle at Bladensburg, should he move that way, and that he would join me if necessary. 

I immediately ordered the troops to retrace their steps to Bladensburg, determined to maintain, if possible, the 
ground, at all hazards. 
~ On arriving in the orchard near the mill, 1 directed the artillery to post themselves behind a small breastwork 
of dirt, that lately had been thrown up by Colonel Wadsworth. This battery commanded the pass into Bladensburg 
and the bridge southwesterly of the town. Our artillery consisted of six six pounders; Major Pinkney’s battalion 
of riflemen on their right, under cover of the town and bushes, also commanding the pass by the bridge: two com- 
panies from Lieutenant Colonel Shutz’s regiment, under the command of Captains Ducker and Gorsuch, acting 
as riflemen, although principally armed with muskets, on the left of the artillery, near, and protected by, the barn, 
intended to defend the road leading by the mill on the left of the battery into the field; Colonel Sterett’s regiment 
was halted in the orchard, on the right and in the rear, and the regiments of Colonels Ragan and Shutz were also 
halted in the orchard in the rear, and on the left flank near the creek. My intentions were, that they should remain 
here to refresh themselves as long as possible, and as soon as the enemy appeared, to form Colonel Sterett’s regiment 
(in whom I placed great confidence) on the right, their left resting on, and supporting, the right of Major Pinkney’s 
riflemen, in view of the bridge, and fronting the road, along which ran a fence, and act as occasion should require. 
Colonels Ragan’s and Shutz’s regiments were to be drawn up in echellon, their right resting on the left of Captains 
Hucker’s and Gorsuch’s rifle companies, in order to prevent the enemy from pressing and turning our left, honing 
that General Winder would join me before the battle would commence, and occupy the ground in my rear, as a 
second line. 

About eleven o’clock, A. M. [ was informed by a dragoon from Lieutenant Colonel Beall, that he was on the 
road from Annapolis to Bladensburg, with about eight hundred men, distant from me about five miles, and wished 
to know the distance and situation of the enemy. 1 directed the dragoon to return and inform him, that I had that 
moment received information, that the British, with their whole force, were approaching Bladensburg by the river 
road, and that they were only three and a half miles distant; and advised the Colonel to file off to his right, and 
cross above Bladensburg, to fall into an_old road, which L understood led to our left towards Washington; and take 
a position on the high grounds, N. and N. W. of Bladensburg, which would compictely protect my lett by prevent- 
ing the enemy trom out-flanking us that way, and force their main body across the bridge, in the face of my artillery 
and riflemen on the main road, and expose them to the fire of the fifth regiment, under Colonel Sterett, who would 
be protected by the fence. ‘ 

This advice it appeared Colonel Beall only took in part, L presume from an anxious wish to place himself be- 
tween the enemy and the city. He sent his baggage off to the right, and with his troops passed the bridge at Bladens- 
burg, about thirty minutes before the enemy appeared on Mr. Lowndes’ hill, and took his station on the hill, as I 
was informed, near the brick kiln where we halted in the morning, about one and a half miles in my rear, and on 
the left of the road leading to the city. About meridian, the enemy could clearly be seen making towards us by the 
river road. 

While I was giving some directions to the artillery, Lfound Lieutenant Colonels Ragan’s and Shutz’s ‘regiments 
had been moved trom the place where I had stationed them, and marched out of the orchard up the hill, and formed 
in order of battle about two hundred and fifty yards above the orchard, and upwards of five hundred yards in the 
rear of the artillery and riflemen. ‘Thus uncovered by the trees of the orchard, their situation and numbers were 

clearly seen by the enemy from Lowndes’ hill, and the flanks of the artillery and riftemen unprotected, and laid 
liable to be turned, our main body being placed too far off to render them any aid. On riding up the hill to know who 
had ordered this movement, i was informed that General Winder was on the ground. At this time I met with 
Brigadier General Smith, of the District of Columbia, and some conversation took place between us respecting the 
order of battle, and seniority; the particulars [ do not recollect. I immediately rode to the mill, where I under- 
stood General Winder was, and found him reconnoitering the position of the enemy. While in conversation with 
him, the fifth regiment was taken out of the orchard, marched up the hill, and stationed on the left of Col. Shutz’s 
regiment, that of Colonel Ragan’s being on the right, its right resting on the main road; but, as I before observed, 
the whole at so great a distance from the artillery and riflemen, that they had to contend with the whole British 
force, and so much exposed, that it has been a cause of astonishment they preserved their ground so long, and 
ultimately succeeded in retreating. Whose plan this was, | know not; it was not mine; nor did it meet with my 
approbation; but finding a superior officer on the ground, I concluded he had ordered it, consequently did not inter- 
fere. General Winder asked me where I meant to take my station? I answered, about the centre of my brigade. 
He said he would take his on the left of the filth regiment. General Winder was extremely active in giving direc- 
tions and in encouraging the men. I took my station in the centre of Colonels Ragan’s and Shutz’s regiments, but 
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occasionally rode along the line, encouraging the men, and giving orders to the officers. Major Woodyear I di- 
rected to keep with the leit of Colonel Shutz’s regiment, to cheer up the men, and assist the officers. Major Ran- 
dall rode with me. Soon after, the action commenced by the artillery and riflemen at the battery. The fire of the 
artillery had great effect, and evidently produced confusion in the ranks of the enemy, who took shelter behind a 
warehouse, from whence they fired ecbeine but a few well directed shots drove them from this position. A flank- 
ing party, concealed by the banks and bushes, pushed up the river to turn our left, whilst a strong force attempted 
the bridge; but the incessant and well directed fire from our artillery and riflemen at the battery occasioned evident 
confusion amongst their ranks, so much so, that their officers could be seen actively engaged preventing their re- 
treating, and pushing them on to the bridge; and here I think the enemy suffered considerably. At length they 
succeeded in passing the bridge in small parties, at full speed, which formed after crossing. I had ordered forty 
horsemen with axes, to cut away this bridge before the near approach of the enemy, and saw them with their axes. 
Why this order was not executed, I never could learn. It is certain the enemy could have forded the stream above; 
but I considered it would, in some degree, impede their progress, and give our artillery and riflemen more time and 
opportunity to act with effect against them. 

The artillery under the command of Captains Myer and Magruder, and the riflemen, the whole under the com- 
mand of Major Pinkney, behaved in the most gallant manner; (this gallant officer in the course of the action was se- 
verely wounded) but the superior force of the enemy, and the rapidity with which he moved, compelled them to re- 
tire; but one of the pieces was lost, and this was rendered harmless before it was abandoned. 

The enemy took every advantage of the cover afforded them by the trees of the orchard, and their light troops 
from thence kept upa galling fire on our line. On this party, when advanced nearer, the fifth regiment, under Colonel 
Sterett, opened a steady and well directed fire, which was followed by the fire from the right, and ultimately from 
our centre, when the firing on both sides became general. After a few rounds, the troops on the right began to 
break. I rode along the line, and gave orders to the officers to cut down those who attempted to fly, and suffer no 
man to leave the lines. On arriving at the left of the centre regiment, | found ,Lieutenant Colonel Shutz’s men 
giving way, and that brave officer, with Major Kemp, aided by my aid-de-camp, Major Woodyear, exerting them- 
selves in rallying and forming them again. Captain Gallaway’s company, and part of Captains Randall’s and 
Shower’s companies were rallied and formed again, and behaved gallantly. The rest of Colonels Shutz’s and Ra- 
gan’s regiments fled in disorder, notwithstanding the extraordinary exertions of their officers to prevent it. On the 
left, I soon after discovered a part of the fifth regiment giving way, and that excellent officer Ciakeaues Colonel 
Sterett, with those under him, most actively engaged forming themagain. Soon after, the retreat became general, and 
all attempts to rally them, and make a second stand, were fruitless. Witha body of United States’ cavalry, I endea- 
vored to protect the rear and right of the retreating men, so as to prevent their falling into the enemy’s possession. 

The men under my command were worn down and nearly exhausted from long and forced marches, want of 
food, and watching. ‘They had been, with very little intermission, under arms and marching from the time of their 
departure from Baltimore, with but little sleep. bad provisions, and but little opportunity to cook. They certainly 
were not in a situation to go into battle; but my orders were positive, and I was determined to obey them. 

Before and during the action, I did not see any of the force I was led to expect would support me. I understood 
since, they were on their way to my assistance, and [ presume exertions were made to bring them up. 

Before and during the retreat, I heard the hander of Commodore Barney’s artillery; but till then I did not 
know he was near. I believe there were few if any other troops in the field when the action commenced, than the 
three regiments of infantry, under Lieutenant Colonels Sterett, Ragan, and Shutz, Major Pinkney’s battalion of 
riflemen, Captains Myer’s and Magruder’s companies of artillery, amounting to about two thousand one hundred and 
fifty, exclusive of two regiments of cavalry, who did not act. 

General Winder, on the field of battle, displayed all possible zeal, activity, and personal bravery, in encourag- 
ing the men to fight, and after they broke, in his exertions to rally them. 

I saw the President and some of the Heads of Departments in the field, but did not perceive that any of them took 
any part in the arrangement made for battle. Colonel Monroe, the then Secretary of State, appeared extremely 
active in his efforts to aid the officers in the discharge of their duties, and exposed himself to much danger. 

To my aid-de-camp, Major Edward G. Woodyear, and my acting Brigade Major, Major Beall Randall, I am 
much indebted for their unremitted exertions in encouraging the men before and during the action, and the zeal dis- 
played by them in their attempts to keep the ranks unbroken, and to rally the men, in which they in some degree 
succeeded; for the company of Captain Gallaway, and part of Shower’s and Randal’s were rallied, and were among 
the last troops who left the field, anu did not retreat until directed: some of them were killed, and several severely 
wounded. 

On arriving at the city, with part of Colonel Lavall’s United States’ cavalry covering the retreat, and collecting 
the rear of our scattered troops, I found General Winder’s command had passed through it towards Georgetown. 
I proceeded there, and then followed to a village a few miles beyond it, where I overtook him with troops collecting 
under his command, and some of those of my brigade. ‘The army thence proceeded to Montgomery Court House on 
the 25th of August, where it was hourly reinforced by those who fled from the field. 

As there had been no place assigned by the Commanding General, previous to the action, to which the men should 
retreat in case of a defeat, many of those under my immediate command had fled from the field towards Baltimore. 

On the 25th I directed my aid, Major Woodyear, to push on from Montgomery Court House to that place, orga- 
nize the draughted men, and bring them on to any point that General Winder should direct. 

On Friday, August 26th, at about 10 o’clock A. M. we took up the line of march from Montgomery Court House 
on the road leading to Baltimore, with the United States’ infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Scott; Major Peter’s 
corps of artillery; General Smith’s brigade of District troops; the regiment of militia from Annapolis and Ann 
Arundel county, commanded by Licutenant Colonels Beall and Hood; some riflemen from Frederick, Alleghany, and 
other places; a large body of cavalry and part of my brigade of draughted militia—a force respectable as to numbers and 
appearance; and that night encamped about half way between Montgomery Court House and Ellicott’s upper mills. 
General Winder having received some information respecting the enemy, indicating intentions of moving against 
Baltimore, concluded his presence there was indispensable. He set out for that place, leaving me in command of 
the army, with directions to follow him in the morning. Colonel Monroe was with us. ; 

During this night several expresses arrived from the city of Washington, by whom I was informed of the retreat 
of the enemy, said to be in such haste and confusion that many of their soldiers were straggling about in every di+ 
rection; that the main army, after reaching Bladensburg, had taken the road to Marlborough, leaving their wounded. 
I ordered the cavalry to follow them, harass their rear, and pick up the stragglers. Reports from Georgetown and 
the city reached me, that the arms of many of the enemy had fallen into the hands of the blacks, and it was appre- 
hended that they would take advantage of the absence of the men to insult the females, and complete the work of 
destruction commenced by the enemy; and at the earnest solicitation of Brigadier General Smith and Major Peter, 
who expressed much anxiety respecting their families, and considering it all important to prevent further injury 
to the city, I ordered the troops of the District of Columbia to move thither for its protection. . 

Having ascertained that the enemy had retreated to their shipping, I ordered the Prince George’s troops down 
to Bladensburg, and those under the command of Lieutenant Colonels Beall and Hood, to remain encamped on the 
ground then occupied, until they had orders from General Winder; and in the morning of the 27th, with the United 
States’ infantry, my brigade, and part of Colonel Lavall’s cavalry, marched for Baltimore ina very heavy rain, On 
my arrival there in the evening, I waited on General Winder, and detailed to him what I had done since he left me, 
with which he appeared well pleased. , : , 

Before I conclude, I must observe that Major Pinkney, with most of his battalion, and part of the two companies 
of artillery, retired from their advanced position to the left of the fifth regiment, and with that regiment continued 
to behave with that gallantry which had distinguished them in the onset, and only retired when pressed by superior 
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General W’. Smith’s statement. 
Camp, Wasnineton, Oclober 6, 1814, 


Sir: 

in compliance with the request contained in your favor of the 28th ult. enclosing a copy of a resolution of the 
Honorable the House of Representatives of the United States, appointing a committee to investigate the causes 
which led to the success of the enemy in his late enterprise against this city, | have the honor respectfully to submit, 
for the consideration of the committee, the following detailed report, as connected with the inquiry, and embracing, 
as you wish, a view of the numbers, the movements, the conduct, and disposition of the troops of Washington and 
Georgetown, under my command, from the period they were called into service, until the 24th of August, the dis- 
astrous day of battle at Bladensburg, together with such facts and circumstances relative to the subject as present 
themselves. 

Late at night on the 18th August, I received orders to call out the whole of the brigade under my command, to 
rendezvous on the evening of the following day on the banks of the Tiber, in Washington, and to report, to Gen- 
eral Winder. ‘The troops assembled according to orders, but being deficient in many essential supplies for actual 
service, were, after an inspection, dismissed until the ensuing morning, the 20th, when every exertion on the part 
of the officers being made to perfect their equipment, they moved off trom the capitol about 3 P. M. crossed the 
Eastern Branch, and halted four miles therefrom, on the road leading to Nottingham. ‘They were here overtaken 
by the baggage, when it was ascertained there was a great deficiency of necessary camp equipage, the public stores 
being exhausted; many of the troops were compelled to lay out in the open field; and of the essential article of flints. 
upon a requisition of one thousand, only two hundred could be had. Means were immediately adopted to supply 
the latter defect from private resources; the former was never accomplished. On the following morning, the 2Ist. 
the militia companies deficient in numbers were consolidated, and the supernumerary officers detached to bring up 
delinquents. The force on the ground amounted to about one thousand and seventy, comprised into two regiments, 
commanded by Colonels Magruder and Brent, and consisting of the following description of troops; two companies 
of artillery, twelve six pounders, and two hundred and ten men; two companies of riflemen, nominally, but armed 
with ain the Secretary of War having declined or refused to furnish rifles, one hundred and seventy men; one 
company of grenadiers, forty men; and five companies of light infantry, about two hundred and fifty men, in all 
about six hundred and seventy of volunteers, the residue common militia. Having here done all that could be done 
for the organization of the troops, and to enable them to move with celerity, they were, according to previous orders 
from General Winder, 'put in motion, and after a hot and fatiguing march, encamped that evening after dusk near the 
Woodyard. At this place I found the United States’ 36th regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Scott, about three hun- 
dred and fifty strong, and a squadron of cavalry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman; the latter 
soon after moved off to reconnoitre on the different roads between the Woodyard, Marlborough, and Nottingham. 
Whilst the troops were occupying the ground, I received a message from General Winder, then at the Woodyard, 
requesting an interview at his quarters; after which [returned to camp at 9 o’clock, and again, at his request, joined 
him at 12, where Colonel Monroe soon after arrived with the intelligence of the arrival at Nottingham, (distant about 
twelve a of the enemy, in considerable force, both by land and water. IL received orders immediately to return 
to camp and hold the troops in readiness to march at the shortest notice, and was instructed by General Winder to 
direct Lieutenant Colonel Scott, of the 36th United States’ regiment, to get his men immediately under arms, and 
to march according to orders previously given him. I reached the camp about two o’clock A. M. the troops were 
roused, the tents struck, the baggage wagons loaded, and the men got immediately under arms, and so remained 
until sunrise the 22d, when General Winder arrived and directed an advanced corps to be formed and march imme- 
diately, to consist of about three hundred men, artillerists and infantry. This was promptly done, and placed under 
the direction of Major Peter, consisting of his own artillery, Captain Davidson’s light infantry, and Captain Stull’s 
rifle corps, armed with muskets. They moved immediately on the road to Nottingham, and were soon after fol- 
lowed by the main body to support them. Major Peter with the advance corps moved on for four or five miles, 
when he fell in with Colonel Lavall’s cavalry, a part of Colonel Tilghinan’s, and the 36th United States’ regiment, 
retiring. ‘The troops were halted, and a position taken to repe! the enemy, now rapidly approaching. General 
Winder here joined our troops, and soon after, orders were given to fall back, which was done. The main body had 
mean while arrived at a position within two miles of the advance, where they found the marine corps, under the com- 
mand of Captain Miller, with five pieces of heavy artillery, judiciously posted. 

This position not being deemed favorable for the infantry, they were directed to rest on their arms, whilst I rode 
briskly forward to discover one mere adapted to them; but none presented, except for light troops, a body of which 
was thrown in advance into the woods, and the residue of the troops disposed of to act according to circumstances. 
Here we received advice, about 11 o’clock, of the advance of the enemy and of the retiring of our troops, and im- 
mediately after, orders from General Winder to send off the baggage from where it had been left in the morning, to 
the “* Long Old Fields,” and for the troops to retire slowly upon the same road. About this time, successive heavy 
explosions from the direction of Marlborough, announced the destruction of Commodore Barney’s flotilla, which was 
known to be in that vicinity, and also that this course would be adopted, should the enemy approach in such force, 
by land and water, as to render resistance unavailing. It was hence inferred, that the enemy had ascended the 

’atuxent in force, that a column of troops had co-operated, by taking the road in that direction, which was soon 
afterwards confirmed; and with the advices subsequently, that the whole of their army had filed off on that road, 
and taken possession of Marlborough. Our troops halted, and assembled at the fork of the roads, on this side of the 
Woodyard, one of which leads to Marlborough, the other to this place. We here fellin with Commodore Barney 
and his sailors, and after a short rest the whole moved on, and about 4 P. M. arrived at the Long Old Fields. Here, 

ursuant to directions from General Winder, I assumed the command of the assembled forces, those of Commodore 
3arney excepted, consisting now of the following troops, viz: District volunteers and militia, one thousand and 
seventy; Lieutenant Colonel! Scott’s 36th United States’ regiment, three hundred and fifty; Lieutenant Colonel 

Kramer’s battalion of draughted militia, two hundred and forty; and Major Waring’s battalion of Prince George’s 
militia, about one hundred and fifty; total about eighteen hundred men. An encampment was formed for the night, 
and such positions taken as were best calculated to resist a night attack; the cavalry being already stationed in ad- 
vance, on the different roads leading to Marlborough, with orders to keep patrolling parties constantly upon the 
enemy’s quarters, and to advise of all his movements. The troops being greatly fatigued, sought in sleep that repose 
they so much wanted; in this they were disappointed: an alarm gun aroused them about 2 o’clock in the morning of 
the 23d: they were quickly formed in front of their encampment, and dispositions made to meet and repel the ex- 
pected attack, but in a short time it was ascertained to be a false alarm, and the troops were dismissed, but with 
orders to hold themselves ready for their posts at a moment’s warning. At daylight General Winder gave orders 
to have the tents struck, and the baggage wagons loaded, and that the whole should be ready to move in one hour. 
Those orders were complied with, with all possible expedition. Shortly after, the troops were got under arms, and 
were joined by another small detachment of Prince George’s militia, under the command of Major Maynard, about 
one hundred and fifty. The whole were held ready to move according to orders. About this time I received direc- 
tions from General Winder to have formed an advance corps, constructed as the one of the preceding day, and to 
be prepared to move as his subsequent orders should designate. Peter’s, Davidson’s, and Stull’s companies were again 
selected for this purpose, and formed accordingly. ‘The President of the United States, accompanied by the Sec- 
retary of War, and others of his cabinet, now came upon the ground and reviewed the troops. About 10 o’clock, 
General Winder left the camp, accompanied by, and having under his command or direction, several troops of cay- 
alry, intending to reconnoitre on the road leading from Marlborough to Bladensburg, as well as to be situated in a 
position where he might more conveniently communicate with the troops expected from Baltimore, leaving direc- 
tions that I should report to him at the Cross Roads, it being the intersection ofa road, proceeding from the Old 
Fields, and crossing the before mentioned road, about five miles distant. His orders were, that the advance troops 
should move forward in the direction of Marlborough, reconnoitre the enemy, approach him as near as possible, 
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without running too much risk,and to annoy him, either in his position or in his movements, by all the means in their 
power, and that L should remain with the main body at the Old Fields, and act according to the intelligence | should 
receive of the movements of the enemy. If they moved upon Bladensburg, by the road before mentioned, that J 
should approach them by the intersecting road from the Old Fields, and attack their left flank, or, if upon the road 
we now occupied, that we should make the best possible dispositions in our power, and receive him there, unless 
circumstances imperiously forbade; otherwise, to retire by a road in our rear to Bladensburg or to Washington, xs, 
at the time, should seem most advisable. In conformity with this arrangement, Major Peter, with the advance corps, 
and with Captain Caldwell’s cavalry, which had joined us, marched about 11 o’clock. About a quarter of a mile 
in front of our then camp, the read forks, both leading to Marlborough, one, on the main stage road, by which the 
distance was about eight miles, the other turning to tiie left, a more direct route, but not so good a road. about six 
miles. ‘This last mentioned read was taken by our advancing troops. ‘The commander was instructed to report 
every hour. ‘The residue of our troops were dismissed to refresh. From this period until 2 o’clock, several desert- 
ers and prisoners were brought into camp, and [ was engaged in examining them, when intelligence was received 
from Major Peter that the enemy had left Mariborongh, and were advancing rapidly upon the road which we then 
occupied, in great force; that, according to his estimation of their column, and the best information he could obtain. 
their force was not less than six thousand mens; that he had had a skirmish with them, in which they had endeavored 
to out-flank him; and that he was then retiring before them. A part of Colonel Lavall’s cavalry having then joined 
us, were immediately detached to cover the retreat, and the ol 2 of our troops ordered under arms. Conferring 
with Commodore Barney on the subject, | proposed making a stand in our then position, with which, with his char 

acteristic gallantry, he promptly acquiesced, professing his willingness to co-cperate in any measures that might be 
deemed most advisable. ‘The troops were immediately formed in order of battle, extending nearly a quarter of a 
mile on each side of the road; those of Commodore Barney, with his heavy artillery, the marines under Captain 
Miller, and the 36th United States’ regiment, being posted on the right of the roads the District troops, and the resi- 
due of those attached to them, on the left—our advanced troops, as they arrived, taking their stations in the line. 
and the artillery, in which it was ascertained we were greatly their superior, and for which the ground was admira- 
bly adapted, so posted, as to have the best eflect; indeed, so strong did we deem our position in rent, that we were 
apprehensive that the enemy, upon viewing us, would forbear to assail us by day-light, or that, availing of his num- 
bers, he would endeavor to outfiank us. ‘To guard against this last, parties of light troops and cavalry were detach- 
ed to cover both flanks. We remained thus, two or three hours, calmly awaiting the approach of the enemy, our 
videtets successfully announcing his continued progress. About 5 P. M. General Winder, who had been apprised of 
the approach of the enemy, ariived in camp. He examined the different positions, and approved of them, but the 
day being now nearly spent, and it being ascertained that the enemy had_ not arrived within a distance in which he 
would now, probably, be abie te make his attack, whilst it lasted. and it being deemed unadvisable to receive a 
night attack there. when our advantage of artillery would be unavailing, he gave the orders to retire about sunset, 
and the whole of the troops, much wearied and exhausted, encamped, late in the night, within this city. 

Thus terminated the tour days of service of the troops of this District, preceding the affair at Bladensburg. 
They had been under arms, with but littie intermission, the whote of the time, both night and day; had traversed, 
during their different marches in advance and retreat, a considerable tract of country, exposed to the burning heat 
of a sultry sun by day, and many of them to the cold dews of the might, uncovered. ‘They had, in this pevied, 
drawn but two rations, the requisition therefor, in the first instance, having been but partially complied with, and 
it being afterwards almost impossible to procure the means of transportation, the wagons employed by our quarter- 
master for that purpose being constantiy impressed by the Government agents, for the purpose of removing the 
public records, when the enemy’s approach was Known, and some of them thus seized whilst proceeding to take in 
provisions for the army. 

‘Those hardships and privations could not but be severely distressing to men, the greater part of whom possessed 
and enjoyed at home the means of comfortable living. and from their usual habits and pursuits in life but ill quali- 
fied to endure them. They, however, submitted without murmuring, evincing by their patience. their zeal, and 
the promptitude with which they obeyed every order, a magnanimity highly honorable to their character. Great as 
was their merit in this respect, it was no less so in the spirit manifested whenever an order was given to march to 
mect the foes and, at the * Long Old Fields,” where his attack was momently expected in overwhelming force, 
they displayed, in presence of many spectators, although scarce any of them had ever been in action, a firmness, a 
resolution, and an intrepidity, which, whatever might have been the result, did honor to their country. 

On Wednesday morning, the 24th August, at 11 A. M. | received orders from General Winder to detach one 
iece of artillery and one company of infantry, to repair to the Eastern Branch Bridge, and there report to Colonel 
Vadsworth: and to proceed with the residue of the troops to Bladensburg. and take a position to support General 

Stansbury. ‘This order was put in immediate execution, and the troops for Bladensburg moved off with all the 
expe‘lition of which they were capable. Having put them in motion I passed on ahead, in order that I might select 
my position against their arrival. 1 found General Stansbury posted on_ the west side of the Eastern Branch, his 
right resting on the main road, distant from the bridge at Bladensburg five or six hundred yards, and extending 
northeast wardly, his left approaching nearer to the creek. An extensive apple orchard was in his front, and one 
hundred to two hundred yards in advance, a work thrown up, commanding the bridge, occupied by a corps of artil- 
lerists, with five or six pieces, and appeared to be supported by some rifle and light companies. In his rear, on the 
right, was a thick undergrowth of wood, and directly behind that a deep hollow or ravine, open or cleared, of about 
sixty yards in width, which the main road crosses. ‘The ravine terminates on the left in a bold acclivity, about 
two hundred yards from the road: the rest of the ground in his rear was opea, unbroken, and gradually ascending 
fields. Having hastily examined the grounds, and concluded on the dispositions I should make, Lapprised General 
Stansbury of my views, as to the troops under my command, suggesting, that if his line should be forced, and he 
could again form on my left, that the nature of the ground there would be javorable for a renewa! ef the action, which 
might then become general. By this time we received advice that the enemy were near Bladensburg, and EF left 
him, to hasten the arrival of my troops. ‘They moved rapidly on, notwithstanding the excessive heat of the day, 
covered with clouds of dust, and were promptly disposed of as follows: 

Lieutenant Colonel Scott, with the 36th United States’ regiment, was posted in a field on the left of the road, 
his right resting upon it, and commanding the road descending into the ravine before mentioned, in the rear oi 
General Stansbury’s right, and the rest of his line commanding the ascent from the ravine. ‘This position was 
about one hundred and fifty yards in the rear of the front line. but extending to the right. In the same field, about 
one hundred yards in the rear of the 36th regiment, Colonel Magruder was posted wiih a part of the Ist regiment of 
District militia, his right also resting upon the road, the left advanced, presenting a front obliquely to the road, and 
situated to cover and to co-operate with the 36th regiment; Major Peter, with his artillery, six six pounders: Captain 
Davidson’s light infantry, and Captain Stull’s rifle corps, armed with muskets, all of the same regiment, were 
ordered to take possession of the abrupt acclivity before mentioned, terminating the ravine. ‘This was deemed a 
desirable position, because it commanded completely the ravine and the road crossing it, and a considerable extent 
of the ground over which the front line would necessarily retire if forced back; but, after a short space of time, 
report was made to me, that broken grounds interrupted the approach to it with artillery, but by a circuitous route 
that would consume much time, and that. in case of retreat. the ground in the rear was such as might endanger the 
safety of the guns. It was mentioned, at the same time, that near to it was a commanding position for artillery, 
and easy of access from and to the road. I yielded with reluctance to the abandonment of the position first ordered, 
but time did not admit of hesitation. Mean while [ had posted Lieutenant Colonel Kramer, with his battalion of 
Maryland draughted militia, in the woods, on the right of the road, and commanding the ravine which continued in 
that direction. with orders that, if forced, he should retire by his right, through a_ body of woods in that direction, 
and rally and form with the troops stationed in the rear, on the extreme right. Upon examining the position taken 
by Major Peter’s battery, it was found that the range of his guns was principally through that part of the field eccu- 
pied by the 36th regiment. ‘To remove one or the other became necessary, and the difficulty of the ground for 
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moving artillery, and the exigency of the movement, left no alternative. The 36th fell back about one hundred 
yards, losing, in some measure, the advantage of its elevated ground, and leaving the road. The position of the Ist 
regiment District militia, from this circumstance, was also necessarily changed. It fell back about the same dis- 
tance, its right still resting on the road, and now formed, nearly in line with the 36th. Of the 2d regiment District 
militia, two pieces of artillery and one company of riflemen, armed with muskets, were, by directions of General 
Winder, sent on to the front; with those he flanked the extreme left of the front lines; two pieces more of artillery 
were posted in the road near the bridge at Bladensburg; the residue of that regiment, about three hundred and fifty 
strong, under the command of Colonel Brent, was formed as a reserve a short distance in the rear of Major Peter’s 
battery, and so disposed as to act on the right, or left, or in front, as occasion might require. Near them was posted, 
in the same manner, Major Waring’s Prince George’s battalion of militia, dbout one hundred and fifty. Colonel 
William D. Beall, with a regiment of troops from Annapolis, passed through Bladensburg as our troops arrived, and 
took a position on the right of the road and nearly fronting it, a distance about two hundred and fifty yards. Pre- 
vious to the arrival of the troops on the ground, General Winder came up from the city, and being made acquainted 
with the intended dispositions of the troops, as well as the ground reserved for Commodore Barney and the marines, 
approved of and confirmed them. 

About half past twelve o’clock, and whilst the troops were yet taking their different positions, innumerable 
rockets thrown from the heights of Bladensburg announced the arrival of the enemy there; and, at this period, 
Commodore Barney’s sailors and marines, in quick march, arrived, and took possession of. the ground previously 
assigned them, his artillery being posted in and near the road upon its right, commanding the road and open field 
in front, and his infantry, together with the marines under Captain Miller, extending to the right, thus occupying 
the interval of ground between Colonel Magruder’s first regiment District militia, and Colonel Beall’s Marylan¢ 
regiment. , : 

The firing of artillery in front soon commenced, and immediately after, that of musketry, in quick and rapid 
succession. Ina few minutes the whole right and centre of the front line, with some small exceptions, were seen 
-etiring in disorder and confusion. ' The firing still continued on the extreme left, but shortly after, it also broke, 
and although it retired in more order, yet none could be rallied so as to renew the action with effect, and also soon 
entirely quitted the field. 

Mean while the left of the enemy, in heavy column, passed along the road crossing the ravine. ‘They were here 
encountered by the troops of Colonel Kramer, posted in the woods on the edge of the ravine. ‘These, after a short 
conflict, were compelled to retire; which they did principally under cover of the adjacent woods, and formed with 
the troops of Colonel Beall on the right. The enemy’s column now displayed in the field on the right of the road. 
They here became exposed to the oblique fire of Major Peter’s battery, which was kept up with great animation. 
Still pressing on to the front of our right, they came in contact with the heavy artillery of Commodore Barney, and 
of the troops posted there. Here the firing became tremendous. ‘They were repulsed, again returned to the charge, 
succeeded in forcing the troops on the right, and finally carried the position of Commodore Barney. 

The dispersion of the front line caused a dangerous opening on our left, of which the enemy in that quarter 
promptly availed. He advanced rapidly, then, wheeling on his left, soon gained, and was turning our left flank. 
fo oppose this alarming movement, I directed Colonel Brent, with the second regiment of District militia, to take 
a position still more to the left; and he was proceeding in the execution of this order, when orders came from Ge- 
neral Winder for the whole of the troops to retreat, The efforts of the enemy had hitherto been directed princi- 
pally against the right and left of our whole line of battle. The troops of this District, and a part of those attached 
to them, occupying positions mostly in the centre, and some of them difficult of access, were consequently but par- 
tially engaged, and this principally with light troops and skirmishers, now pressing forward, supported by a column 
of infantry. 

| here beg leave to refer to the reports of Colonels Brent and Thompson, Nos. 1 and 2, showing the positions, 
and the part taken by their respective commands during the action. 

The order to retreat was executed by regiments and corps, as they had beeu formed, and with as much order as 
‘he nature of the ground would permit. ‘The first and second regiments halted and formed, after retreating five or 
six hundred paces, but were again ordered by General Winder to retire. At this moment I fell in with General 
Winder, and, after a short conference with him, was directed to move on, and collect the troops, and prepare to 
make a stand on the heights westward of the turnpike gate. This was done as fast as the troops came up. A front 
was again presented towards the enemy, consisting principally of the troops of this District, a part of those who had 
veen attached to them in the action, and a Virgina regiment of about four hundred men, under Colonel Minor, 
which met us at this place. Whilst the line was yet forming, I received orders from General Winder to fall back 
io the capitol, and there forin for battle. I took the liberty of suggesting my impression of the preferable situation 
we then occupied; but expecting that he might be joined there by’some of the dispersed troops of the front line, he 
chose to make the stand there. Approaching the capitol, I halted the troops, and requested his orders as to the 
formation of the line. We found no auxiliaries there. He then conferred for a few moments with General Arm- 
strong, who was a short distance from us, and then gave orders that the whole should retreat through Washington 
and Georgetown. It is impossible to do justice to the anguish evinced by the troops of Washington and George- 
town on the receiving of this order. ‘The idea of leaving their families, their houses, and their homes, at the mercy 
of an enraged enemy, was insupportable. ‘To preserve that order which was maintained during the retreat, was now 
ao longer practicable. As they retired through Washington and Georgetown, numbers were obtaining and taking 
leave to visit their homes, and again rejoining; and with ranks thus broken and scattered, they halted at night on 
the heights near ‘Tenlytown, and, on the ensuing day, assembled at Montgomery Court House. 

I have thus, sir, given a detailed, and what will, l apprehend, in many respects, be deemed too minute an account, 
of the short tour of service of the District troops under my command, which preceded the capture of this capital. 1 
fear its length may trespass too much on the patience of your-honorable committee. I thought it, however, due to 
the occasion, and conformable to the spirit and purport of your inquiries. I had another object. ‘The troops of 
Washington and Georgetown have been assailed, in the public prints and elsewhere, with calumnies as unmerited 
as they are cruel and wanton. ‘They have heard of them with indignant astonishment. Conscious that in no in- 
stance have they been wanting in the duty they owed to their country or to themselves, but, on the contrary, in 
obedience to the call of their Government, have, with alacrity, obeyed its orders, and intrepidly fronted an enemy 
vastly their superior in force,and never yielded the ground to him, but by orders emanating from superior authority, 
they cannot restrain the feelings excited by such manifest, such unprovoked injustice. They have seen with satis- 
‘action the resolution of Congress to inquire into this subject; and persuaded of the justice and impartiality of your 
honorable committee, entertain a confident assurance that the result of your investigation will afford relief to their 
injured feelings. Connected with this subject, | beg leave to refer to a letter of General Winder, No. 3, in answer 
to an inquiry made of him, as to the general conduct of the brigade whilst under his command. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. SMITH, 


Brigadier General First Columbian Brigade. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson. . 


P.S. I ought to have mentioned that parts of two companies of the United States’ twelfth and thirty-eighth 
regiments were attached to the thirty-sixth regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Scott. Previous to the march to 
Bladensburg, eighty men of his command had been stationed near the Eastern Branch bridge, and did. not join until 
after the action. His force then was less than three hundred men. = * 
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Brigadier General Robert Young’s statement. 


ALexanpria, Oclober 3, 1814. 


Sir: 

fn compliance with your letter of the 28th of September, written in pursuance of a resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the United States, requiring such information as may be in my power to give, more 
especially the part assigned my command, my numbers, orders, movements, and dispositions, previous and subse- 
quent to the 24th of August last, and on that day; as also the conduct of my officers and men, their ideas upon the 
subject of the enemy’s numbers, their confidence in success, and whether any thing like a panic prevailed: with 
such other views as it may be in my power to communicate, pertinent to an impartial investigation of the subject: 
{ have the honor respectfully to report, that, since the declaration of war, [am enabled, with great truth, to say, 
that the officers and a great portion of the-privates of my command have manifested to me every disposition to de- 
fend the District of Columbia from the approach of the enemy; anc this disposition has been communicated to the 
Secretary of War, requesting to be furnished with the necessary means of enabling the militia under my command 
todo so with effect. 

_ On or about the 25th of July, 1814, General Winder visited the town of Alexandria, and was made acquainted 
with most of the officers of my brigade, and at that interview mentioned his intention of having a general inspection 
of the brigade. ‘The men were accordingly assembled, on the first day of August, under an order of General Van 
Ness, when Geneval Winder attended, and inspected the brigade, minutely, in person. And I beg leave here to 
remark, that, on General Winder’s first visit to the town of Alexandria, he was furnished, by an officer of my bri- 
gade, with a topographical sketch of the river Potomac, from a place called Indian Head, about twenty-three miles 
below Alexandria, containing the course of the river, the depth of the water, width of the channel at particular 
places, and pointing out Indian Head as the first proper point of defence against the approach of the enemy by 
water; the White House as the second point of defence: and suggesting a plan of increasing the defence at Fort 
Warburton. This was done with an meth crate Toe that General Winder would receive any communication upon 
that subject. in writing, from any of the inhabitants of Alexandria. . 

On the 18th day of August last, | received orders from General Van Ness to order out immediately the whole of 
my a te encamp at some convenient place, and report myself to General Winder; which order was obeyed. 
See No. 1. 

On the same day I received orders from the same officer, to detach two troops of cavalry attached to my brigade, 
to rendezvous at Bladensburg the next day, at four o’clock in the morning, to attend Colonel Monroe, Secretary of 
State, and be subject to his particular orders; which was complied with, as will appear by document No. 2. 

On the twentieth of August [ was directed by General Winder to hold my brigade ready to move at a moment’s 
warning, with ammunition, and a supply of three days’ provisions, as will appear by No. 3; and, on the same day, 
about four o’clock, P. M. I received orders from the same ofiicer to cross the Potomac, without delay, at Rozier’s 
ferry, and take a position on the most convenient spot adjacent thereto, encamp, and there await further orders. 
See No. 4. 

I accordingly the same evening took up my line of march, with the remaining part of my brigade, coutaining, in 
the whole, officers and privates included, four hundred and fifty-four strong. I had with me two brass six pounders, 
one brass four pounder, and attempted to take two long twelve pounders, belonging to the corporation of Alex- 
andria, but found them too seetdide tv move, with our means, across the river, and returned them. I was, 
at first, accompanied by a company of marine artillery, composed of volunteers from the seafaring persons in Alex- 
andria, but the difficulty of transporting the twelve pounders occasioned several of them to return; the others re- 
mained with a brass four pounder, and joined the artillery commanded by Captain Griffith. On the twenty-first of 
August I received orders to move with my detachment, at reveille next morning, and pitch my tents at the most 
convenient spot, nigh Piscataway, between that place and the Woodyard, and there await further orders, which 
was complied with. See No. 5. 

On the twenty-second of August | received orders to fall back with my detachment, and take the most conve- 
nient position on the road from Piscataway to Washington, to defend the approach from below to Fort Warburton. 
This order was complied with, see No. 6; and here we received information of the approach of the enemy from the 
Patuxent towards Washington, and also of the approach of the fleet coming up the Potemac, and of their having 

assed the Ketile Bottoms. I accordingly took a strong position on a height called Hatton’s Hill, near the head of 
ecstuwes creek, about three miles in the rear of Fort Warburton, reviewed the ground of the fort, which is favor- 
able for a,small number to defend against a greater, and made a disposition of the brigade in case of an attack, and 
communicated the information, and marked the ground, and made known to the troops their respective posts in the 
line, in case of an attack, in doing which both officers and privates exhibited to me the strongest and most deter- 
mined resolution to make a proper and successful resistance. [ saw no wavering or want of confidence, nor any 
symptoms of panic. 

On the twenty-third of August [ received information from Colonel Tayloe, of the cavalry, that he had in charge 
to inform me, that General Smith’s brigade was retreating to Washington, and the enemy pursuing rapidly, and, in 
case we were compelled to retreat, the mayor of Alexandria would send every boat that could be had to Fort 
Washington. or Rozier’s ferry, for the purpose of transporting the troops across the Potomac. See No. 7. 

On the receipt of this letter I addressed one to General Winder, by my Brigade Major, informing him of its con- 
tents, and observed, that as Colonel ‘Tayloe did not say from whom he had the charge, [ requested that he would please 
give Major Triplett his orders on the subject. See No. 8 On the morning of the 24th August | received a mes- 
sage from General Winder, by Assistant Adjutant General Hite, directing me to take up my line of march, and 
move on the road from Piscataway to the Eastern Branch bridge, and take a position at the cross roads, and send out 
videttes towards Marlborough and the city, to watch the movements of the enemy, then on their march, about —— 
miles on our flank. Our position was on Oxen Hill, where Major Hite again visited us, on his return from Fort 
Warburton. 

On our march. and when the brigade had advanced about three miles, Major Triplett returned with orders from 
General Winder, directing the brigade to cross to the Virginia shore, in the boats which were directed to be left at 
the fort, for the purpose of crossing troops, and if the boats were not there to retire on to Washington; but, in case 
we could cross the river, to fall into the road through which the Virginia troops would pass, and co-operate with 
them, unless the advance of the enemy up the river should make it necessary to retire on Alexandria; and if there 
should be no Virginia troops retiring, to fall back immediately to Alexandria, and act in the best manner for the de- 
fence of that place, or, retreating to Washington, if necessary; and leaving a latitude, in case of events, to pursue 
such measures as would best secure us from disaster. See No. 9 Soon after the receipt of this letter, we were 
advised of the approach of the enemy up the river, above Port Tobacco, and I was also advised that the enemy were, 
that morning, aitaneel of Marlborough about five miles; and, without perceiving any want of steadiness in my men, 
J determined, in obedience to orders, to cross the Potomac to the town of Alexandria, at Rozier’s ferry, and sent 
for the boats left at the fort, and also for boats from Alexandria, which were immediately sent ina great abundance; 
and, after some part of the brigade had embarked and left the shore, I received orders from General Armstrong, 
dated the 24th of August, but whether written before or subsequent to that of General Winder I was unable to ascer- 
tain, informing me that the most the enemy did the day before, was to move about two miles in advance of Marl- 
borough, and that the ships in the Potomac had no troops; and directing me to hold my present post until assured 
that the enemy was in force and about to attack me, or until I should receive further orders, and to keep my videttes 
well posted on every road. See No. 10, ; : P : 

[ accordingly recalled the troops embarked, and resumed my position back of Oxen Hill, on the road leading to 
the Eastern Branch bridge, and near its junction with the road leading to Marlborough, and sent out my videttes on 


each road. We were at this moment apprised of the enemy’s being on his march to Bladensburg, and soon after, 


by the commencement of the action, which was distinctly heard; the videttes soon returned, and gave me infor- 
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mation of the Eastern Branch bridge being blown up, and others, of the retreat of our troops through Washing- 
ton. I had, in this interval, despatched the trooper who brought me General Armstrong’s letter, with an answer, 
informing him that I had, in obedience to his letter, returned to my position on the heights back of Oxen Hill, and 
should there wait further orders. 

The trooper, with great despatch, returned, and informed me that he could not see General Armstrong, but had 
inquired of the President and General Winder, both of whom he met with the army, retreating through Washington 
city, and they being unable to give any information of him, General Winder despatched the same trooper back, 
with verbal orders for my brigade to cross the Petomac, and form a junction with his army in Montgomery county, 
Maryland. I accordingly cressed the troops over to Alexandria, on the night of the twenty-fourth of August, and 
took a position a small distance in the rear of Alexandria, and during the night and next morning crossed my artil- 
lery and baggage. I had sent a vidette into the city of Washington, and learnt that the enemy were in possession. 
and were firing the public buildings. | took up my line of march for Conns’ ferry,a small distance above the Great 
Falls of the Potomac, and immediately opposite Montgomery Court House, where I was informed General Winder’s 
army then were.. The troops were, on the twenty-sixth, delayed on their march. near Carper’s mills, opposite the 
Great Falls of the Potomac, by an alarm of a domestic nature, which I was credulous enough to give credence to, 
from the respectability of the country people who came to ime for protection, and I accordingly halted my brigade, 
and sent out my light troops, and one troop of cavalry, which had joined me from Fauquier, to ascertain the fact, 
which finally proved erroneous. Sce letter No. 12, from the mayor of Alexandria. 

On my passing the road which led to the Little Falls bridge, | was apprised by a vidette that the enemy’s pickets 
were still in view from Georgetown, and by several persons from the city, that [ was in danger of being cut off. 
should the enemy make a sally out across the Little Falls bridge, which determined me to pursue my original inten- 
tion, and not pass the bridge. ; 

On the evening of the twenty-seventh of August I crossed my troops over the Potomac, at Conns’ ferry, and the 
river being rocky, and but one boat, and owing to high winds, I was unable to pass the artillery and baggage across 
until late in the evening of the twenty-eighth of August, when | immediately despatched a vidette to General 
Winder, informing him of my movemenis, and that I should continue my march to reach his camp, unless other- 
wise ordered. See No. 12. 

About one o’clock of the night of the twenty-eighth, I received an order from Colonel Monroe, Secretary of 
State, informing me that the British squadron had passed the fort. and was approaching the citys that the fort sur- 
rendered without opposition; and that the President of the United States desired that I should move with all possi- 
ble despatch for Georgetown, to be ina situation to aid either Alexandria or the city, as circumstances might 
require. See No. 13. _ I soon after took up my line of march, and reached Georgetown, distant about twenty miles, 
at half past twelve o’clock, and were marched to the city, and encamped near the President’s house, in full view of 
the enemy’s fleet lying at the town of Alexandria. 

On the thirty-first of August I was ordered to march across the Potomac. and join General Hungerford, from 
whence the brigade was marched to the White House. See No. 14. It may be proper for me here to remark, that, 
ou my route to Conns’ ferry, I gave directions for moving two twelve pounders, belonging to the corporation of Alex- 
andria, out of the enemy’s reach, and on my march to the White House [ carried them with me, and caused to be re- 
moved from the gun house in Alexandria, and while it was in possession of t®e enemy, the screws, sponges, rammers, 
and apparatus, belonging to the guns, as also the powder from the powder house, and, as facts are better than opinions, 
permit me to bringin view the artillery so handsomely mentioned by Captain Porter. T'wo of the infantry killed, and 
two wounded, that had been detailed under the command of Captain Janny, show the materials of the brigade from 
which they were drawn; the rifle corps were also on the flank of battery, and did their duty, and more to their honor, 
from knowing that their arms had previously been condemned. Whilst the troops lay at the White House, some op- 
portunity was afforded me during the bombardment of that fort, as well as on the day the enemy’s fleet passed it, from 
the quantity of large and grape shot and rockets which fell among them, of forminga correct judgment of their firm- 
ness, as well as from the circumstance of the defence of a particular spot having been previously assigned to me and my 
command, to which, on the first notice of the action, the remainder of the brigade repaired, with a cheerful serenity of 
mind free from agitation or appearance of panic, which warranted the highest expectations from them: and, considering 
that the brigade was called into service en masse, drawing persons from all situations in life, on so short a notice, 
I am happy to say that they endured fatigue and privation without a murmur; and I most sincerely lament, both 
for them and myself, that so fair an opportunity should have passed by—an opportunity above all others which could 
have presented itself to the mind of an American freeman, the most desirable; that such an opportunity, from cir- 
cumstances beyond their control, should have passed, without all the officers and privates of the brigade being 
brought to a more earnest test of their professions and dispositions, both for the honor of their town, themselves, 
- and beloved country. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

ROBERT YOUNG, 
Brigadier General second brigade, M. D. C. 
‘The Hon. Ricnarp M. Jounson, Chairman, &c. 
Nore.—Fort Warburton and Fort Washington is the same piace, it being differently called in the different 


despatches received. 


Brigadier General Hugh Douglas’s statement. 


Exuicort’s Miiis, .Vovember 20, 1814. 


Dear Sir: 

In answer io the inquiry contained in your letter of the fifteenth, I hasten to inform you, that I received the 
order calling me to Alexandria, and thence to the city of Washington, on the Monday immediately preceding the de- 
struction of the public buildings. This was on the twenty-second of August. It directed me to march my brigade 
immediately to Washington. In pursuance of these orders, my brigade, or rather the greater part of it, marched 
on the next day, the twenty-third; the residue overtook them on their march. 

In relation to the arms, [ will add, that the Loudoun regiments under my command brought on some arms from 
Virginia, which were partly deposited at Ellicott’s Mills, and partly delivered up, to be brought to this place from 
me ger pret the troops having met with Harper’s Ferry arms, with which those were supplied whose muskets were 
out of order. 

The Fairfax regiment, under Coionel Minor’s command, was armed at Washington, when he was detached from 
me. From him you may learn when he arrived in Washington; af what hour after his arrival he applied for arms: 
how long he was delayed, and what were the causes of delay. , 

It is not in my power to give further information that I deem materials; but, as the committee have demanded of 
me all the information I possess, I feel it my duty to refer them to Colonel Minor, whose information, in relation 
to the arming the regiment under his command, and the delays attending it, may be perhaps important. 

have the honor to be, dear sir, &c. 
HUGH DOUGLAS, 
Brigadier General sixth brigade, V. M. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Sterett’s statement. 


‘ Batrimore, .Yovember 22, 1814. 

Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, and will, with pleasure, give 

such information as I possess, relative to the unfortunate affair of Bladensburg. . 

On the 19th of August last, the 3d brigade of Maryland militia was called into the service of the United States. 
On the 20th, the 5th regiment, the rifle battalion, under Maj. Pinkney, and two companies of artillery, under Captains 
Myer and Magruder, making, together, about eight huudred men, were ordered by General Stricker to proceed to 
Bladensburg, under my command, where I was to report myself to General Winder. On the 2ist, the whole took 
up the line of march. At Elk Ridge Landing, [ receiv eda communication from General Winder, directing me to 
proceed to Snewden’s by convenient marches, and there await his further orders. As the detachment set out with- 
out being completely equipped, I halted at the landing, to give an opportunity for the further supplies to come on. 
However, on Monday, the 22d, about 2 o'clock, P. M., I received an order from General Winder, by express, to 
advance by forced marches to Bladensburg. ‘The whole of my detachment iastantly struck their tents: and, with 
the greatest alacrity, took up the line of march. We arrived at the Buck, or Snowden’s, at a late hour, and en- 
camped for the night. ey the next morning we were in motion, and that evening arrived at Bladensburg, where, 
by order of General Winder, I was placed under the command of General Stansbury. The whole encampment 
was alarmed about 9 o’clock that night, soon after my detachment had pitched their tents, and before the men could 
refresh themselves. ‘They, however, formed with cheerfulness and alacrity, and remained under arms until about 
1 o'clock. We were scarcely dismissed before we were again called to arms, and about 2 o’clock were ordered to 
strike our tents; and, finally, before daylight, we marched, aud crossed the bridge at Bladensburg, and took the 
road to Washington. We were occasionally halted and advanced, until about 11 o'clock, when we were counter- 
marched, and formed in the orchard on the west side of Bladensburg bridge, to await the enemy, who, we were in- 
formed, was advancing in full force. I knew nothing of any second line or reserve being formed to support us, and 
ne man of any judgment, acquainted with the fatigued. undisciplined, and inexperienced troops, under the com- 
mand of General Stansbury, could, for a moment, suppose them capable of making a successful resistance to a su- 
verior, brave, and veteran enemy, conducted by officers of great experience and high reputation. In this situation. 
{ concurred in opinion with Colonel Ragan and Major Pinkney, that we ought to fall back, and, by uniting with 
the other troops under General Winder, which were supposed to be between us and Washington, enable the Gene- 
ral to make a better disposition of his whole force; and so advised General Stansbury, who, in reply, observed that 
the order was positive; that he must make his stand where he was; to which, of course, we submitted. 

The two companies of artillery and the riflemen, under Major Pinkney, were detached from me, and stationed 
near the bridge at Bladensburg. ‘The 5th was formed under the directions of Colonel Monroe, the present Secre- 
tary of War, on the left, and in line with General Stansbury’s brigade, from which period my attention was prin- 
cipally confined to this regiment. The men beheld the gradually approaching dangers of battle with a firm and 
undaunted countenance. ‘The action commenced about one, by an attack on the redoubt, where the riflemen and 
artillery were placed. These soon rggired, and the 5th covered their retreat, and kept up a lively fire, and sup- 
ported their place in line with firmness, uatil the enemy had gained both flanks, and the order to retreat was given 
by General Winder himself. I was directed to take a road _to the right, as we retired, leading to the city of Wash- 
ington; but we were so annoyed by the enemy’s flankers, followed by his whole force, and finding no reserve to 
support us, or upon which to form, it became impossible for me, though ably assisted by my field and other officers. 
to preserve order. On my arrival at Washington, I was informed that General Winder had passed through George- 
town, and taken the Fredericktown road, We followed, and came up with him about three miles from George- 
town, and reported ourselves. By this time it was nearly dark. General Winder here informed me that he should 
retire upon Montgomery Court House. I obtained his permission to seek for refreshment and quarters, and discre- 
tionary orders to endeavor to turn the course of the retreat towards him. This night I had the mortification of wit- 
nessing the conflagration of the city of Washington, being only distant about four miles. Early the next morning. 
with my field officers, I crossed the country to the Baltimore road, with a view of turning the troops we might meet 
or overtake towards Montgomery. We soon fell in with numbers of General Stansbury’s brigade. and those who 
marched from Baltimore under my command. But our exertions were again ineffectual, from the knowledge all 
possessed of the destruction of the public buildings in the city, and that our baggage wagons had passed into Vir- 
ginia. In fine, I concluded that it would be impossible to collect any force short of this place, and so came on. 
General Winder soon after arrived here, and seemed satisfied with what I had done. 

I ought to notice, that the first line, formed on the battle ground, was changed under the direction of Colonei 
Monrve. On this occasion he observed to me, ** Although you see that I am active, you will please to bear in mind 
that this is not my plan,” or words to this effect. 

The fall of the capital must be ascribed chiefly to the insufficiency in point of numbers, and total inadequacy in 
point of discipline of the troops assembled for its defence. No General, however great his talents or exertions, 
with such means, against such a foe, could have saved it. ‘The imposing front of the enemy was never disconcerted 
by the fire of the artillery or riflemen; and the brigade of General Stansbury was seen to fly as soon as the actior 
became serious. No second line or reserve appeared to advance or support us, and we were outflanked and de- 
feated in as short a time as such an operation could well be performed. 

have the honor to be, &c. 
JOSEPH STERETT, 
Lieutenant Colonel 5th Regiment M. Mi. 


The Hon. Ricnarpv M. Jounson, in Congress, Washington. 


Colonel George Minor’s statement. 


In answer to the several interrogatories made by Colonel R. M. Johnson, chairman of the committee of inquiry 
into the causes of the destruction of the public buildings in the city of Washington, as hereunto annexed, state as 
follows, viz: 

On Friday, the 19th of August last, was informed (not officially) of the collecting of the enemy’s forces in our 
waters, namely, the Potomac and Patuxent. Immediately issued orders for the regiment under my command to 
assemble at Wren’s tavern on the Tuesday following, it being the nearest point of the county of Fairfax to the city; 
and, on Sunday the 21st, received orders, through Brigadier General Douglas, to repair with a detachment of ninet 
men, that had been previously placed in detail, to march at a moment’s warning to the aid of General Hungerford, 
whose head quarters were either in the counties of Westmoreland, King George, or Northumberland; and to make 
one other requisition of one hundred and forty men, exclusive of officers, and order them to the aid of Genera! 
Winder, city of Washington. And on Monday evening, the 22d, received a verbal message from the President, 
by Mr. John Graham, to hasten on the troops which had been ordered from my regiment, which will more fully 
appear by said Graham’s letter to General Winder, to which I beg leave to refer the committee; and, after inform- 
ing Mr. Graham the purport of the orders I had received, we both concluded it would be proper for him to return 
to Washington, and have the orders, first alluded to, countermanded, so as to justify me in marching with my whole 
force to the city; which consisted, as well as I can recollect, of six hundred infantry and about one hundred ca- 
valry; and the said Graham returned to Wren’s tavern on ‘Tuesday evening, the 23d, with General Winder’s orders, 
written on the same letter to which I have referred the committee. On the receipt of which, I took up my line of 
march immediately, and arrived at the capitol between sunset and dark, and immediately made my way to the Pre- 
sident and reported my arrival, when he referred me to General Armstrong, to whom I repaired, and informed him 
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as to the strength of the troops, as well as to the want of arms, ammunition, &c. which made it as late as early 
candle light, when I was informed by that gentleman the arms, &c. could not be had that night, and directed me to 
report myself next morning to Colonel wrt who would furnish me with arms, &c.; which gentleman, from early 
next morning, | diligently sought for, until a late hour of the forenoon, without being able to find him, and then 
went in search of General Winder, whom I found near the Eastern Branch; when he gave an order to the ar- 
morer for the munitions wanting, with orders to return to the capitol, there to await further orders. 

On my arrival at the armory, found that department in the care of a very young man, who dealt out the stores 
cautiously, which went greatly to consume time; as, for instance, when flints were once counted by my officers, 
who showed every disposition to expedite the furnishing the men, the young man had to count them over again, be- 
fore they could be obtained, and at which place I met with Colonel Carbery, who introduced himself to me, and 
apologized for not being found when I was in search of him, stating he had left town the evening before, and had 
gone to his seat in the country. After getting the men equipped, I ordered them on to the capitol, and waited my- 
self to sign the receipts for the munitions furnished; and, on my arrival, was informed by Major Hunter, who com- 
manded in my absence, evders had been given to march to Bladensburg, when we took up our march for that place, 
and met the retreating army on this side the turnpike gate, and was ordered by one of General Winder’s aids to 
form the line of battle on a height near that place, und was soon after ordered by the General in person to throw 
back my regiment from that position, into sections, and to wait until the retreating army had passed, and cover their 
retreat; and immediately after sent his aid to direct me to countermarch immediately, and come on to the capitol. 

After returning there, halted the troops, to wait further orders, until General Winder directed me to march 
them on, without telling me where; of course | marched with the other troops until I came to the six buildings, 
where I took the left hand road, leading to the foundry, and there occupied the nearest height to that place, and 
sent the adjutant to find where the General had made his rallying point, and was informed at Tenlytown, where 
I marched that evening, and found the troops moving off to encamp at some convenient place on the river road, 
where I followed on until I saw two barns, where I made to, and rested for the night. Next morning sought for 
General Winder; met him on the road leading from ‘Tenlytown, to where my troops lay, when he ordered me 
to Montgomery Court House, and from thence to Baltimore. Given under my hand, city of Washington, 30th of 


October, 1814. 
GEORGE MINOR, 
Colonel Commandant 60th Regiment Virginia Militia. 


Lieutenant Colonel John Tayloe’s statement. 


FrankKiin Houser, Wasuinctron, November 4, 1814. 
Sir: 

In obedience to your request, as chairman of the committee of investigation, &c. I have the honor to make to 
you the following statement: on my return from the Northern Neck army, commanded by Major General Parker, 
of the Virginia militia, which I left on the 20th August, with despatches from that officer, in reply to a communica- 
tion I had been charged with, concerning the Virginia draughts, I arrived at Washington on Sunday night late, (the 
2ist,) and reported myself early the next morning to General Armstrong, who ordered me to meet him at the War 
Office at 12 o’clock, from whom I received the following order: 


* War Department, August 22, 1814.—12 o’clock. 


: ** GENERAL ORDER. 
** General Douglas will assemble his brigade at Alexandria, and hold it there, subject to orders. 


* J. ARMSTRONG.” 


limmediately proceeded with all speed, and executed the above order. Having received General Douglas’s 
communication, I hastened to Washington, and handed it to General Armstrong on ‘Tuesday night, the 23d; when 
he instantly sent me back to Virginia, charged with the following orders, and with verbal directions to forward on 
the Virginia draughts with all possible speed. 


“ War Department, Jugust 23, 1814. 
** GENERAL ORDER. 


** Lieutenant Colonel Minor will repair to Washington with the regiment under his command, with the utmost 
despatch. He will report, on his arrival at Washington, to Colonel Carbery, of the 36th regiment of United States’ 
infantry, and make a requisition for arms and ammunition. 

“J. ARMSTRONG.” 


* War Department, August 23, 1814. 
** GENERAL ORDER. 


** All militia now in, and marching to, Alexandria, (besides that of Colonel Minor) will march immediately to 


Washington. 
' “J. ARMSTRONG.” 
** These orders will be communicated by Colonel Tayloe.” 


For the purpose of penis Se orders without loss of time, and after communicating, by a dragoon, with Col. 
Minor, I proceeded down the Northern Neck, to General Hungerford’s brigade, then encamped at camp Sel- 
den, near Potomac creek. On the 27th August, I moved from the brigade at Occoquan, on its march to Washing- 
ton, and came on with a despatch from the General to Colonel Monroe, which I delivered at two o’clock in the 
morning, at Washington. 

General Armstrong manifested much zeal and earnest solicitation for the defence of Washington, and instruct- 
ed me to use my best exertions in hastening the troops for the attainment of that desirable object. 

I have thus made you acquainted with the orders I received from the late Secretary of War, previous to the cap- 
ture of Washington by the enemy, and stated to you, as concisely and accurately as 1 can recollect, at this distant 
period, the manner in which these orders were executed. 

I am, very respectfully, &c. 
JOHN TAYLOE, 
Lieutenant Colonel of Cavalry, M. D. C. 


Lieutenant Colonel J. Lavall’s statement. 


Wasnuinoton City, October 31, 1814. 
Sir: a 
I have been honored with your letter of the 26th instant, in behalf of the committee appointed to inquire into 
the causes which gave success to the enemy in his late enterprise against this city, desirmg to know the part taken 
by my command; my orders, positions, and duties; number of cavalry under my command, and the different corps 
of cavalry, &c.: in answer to which, I have the honor to inform you as follows: 
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It is necessary, first, I should beg leave to commence my narrative from Carlisle, the place which had been as- 
signed me by the Secretary of War, to collect, equip, mount, and _ instruct, the dragoons. for whom that place was 
selected as a depot, and at which [ received my orders for this city; this is the more necessary, as it is highly im- 
portant to me to exhibit the true state in which I set off, and thus redress the erroneous opinion the public had 
formed of my command, both in point of strength and capacity as dragoons. 

I took command early in March last, of the depot at Carlisle, and as fast as the recruits arrived, they were 
instructed in the sword exercise, marched through the drilling movements, and received all other instructions that 
could be given them without horses, having none then. After a few months, one troop was completed, mounted, 
equipped, and trained, but it was ordered to Buffalo, under command of Captain Hopkins, who carried with him all 
the horses, except the lame and sick. ‘Thus I had to begin again, and wait for men arriving from the different ren- 
dezvous; and patiently wait also for horses, which came on slowly, until about the 25th of July, when [ received the 
following orders from the War Department, to which letter I must call your particular attention, it being an essen- 
tial document to prove the state I was in, and the condition in which I left Carlisle to meet the enemy, as it hap- 


pened in ten days: 
** ADJUTANT AND Inspector GeNERAL’s Orrice, Wasninerox. July 20, 1814, 


be S . 

SIR: 
__“* As soon as you have assembled the recruits for the light dragoons, arrange them into two soaps, with the re-_ 
quisite number of officers, if within your command, and as soon as Lieutenant Darrah has furnished you with a suf 
ficient number of horses to mount them, you will, without delay, move te Montgomery Court House, Maryland* 


taking the nearest and best road to that place, &c. a é va 
** The equipment, complete. cannot probably be furnished in time at Carlisle; you will, in that case, order them 


to Baltimore. 
**On your arrival at Montgomery, you will report to Brigadier General Winder for orders. 
** By order of the’Secretary of War. 
“JOHN R. BELL, 


; ** Assistant Inspector General. 
** Lieutenant Colonel Lava.t, of the Light Dragoons.” 


The above orders were executed with the utmost activity and punctuality. I despatched, immediately, an ex- 
press to the officer mentioned, as purchaser of the horses, (Lieutenant Darrah) who was then at Pittsburg, upwards 
of two hundred miles from Carlisle; I enclosed the tenor of my orders, in return of which, as soon as practicable, he 
sent what horses he had, being about twenty, and came himself some time after, with about the same number: and 
then, with all reasonable despatch, purchased what was wanted to mount what number of men, fit for duty, I then 
had, being about one hundred and forty, arranged as directed, into two troops, theone commanded by Captain Burd 
and two lieutenants, and the other by Captain Littlejohn and two lieutenants. ‘The purchase of horses was com- 
pleted on Saturday, the 13th of August, and I marched off with the squadron the Monday following, 15th. I arrived 
at Montgomery on Thursday, the 18th. On Friday, the 19th, I came to Washington for orders, and returned to 
Montgomery same day. And on Saturday, the 20th, about ten o’clock in the morning, | marched my troops through 
the city. I crossed, according to orders, the Eastern Branch bridge, and encamped nearly opposite the navy yard. 
There we remained until Sunday afternoon, 21st, when we were ordered to the Woodyard, between whieh place 
and Nottingham, and Marlborough, and the Old Fields, we were kept on constant duty, in reconnoitering, in patrol- 
ing, in escorting, furnishing videttes, to and fro, until Tuesday, the 23d, when we recrossed the Eastern Branch 
bridge, about eleven o’clock at night, both men and horses hungry, and harassed with fatigue. We remained in that 
situation until about ten o’clock in the morning, Wednes:lay, 24th. A stack of hay had just been discovered and 
directed to be purchased, when I received the following order, to wit: 

* Heap Quarters, Wasnincton, 4ugust 24. 


_. “* Lieutenant Colonel Lavali will proceed immediately witi: his detachment to Bladensburg, and report to Briga 
dier Genera! Stansbury. 
“WM. WINDER, Brigadier General,” §&c. 


The men, extremely anxious to feed their horses, were in the act of fetching the hay on their heads,and it was 
with much difficulty they could be persuaded to drop it before they reached their horses. The trumpet sounded, 
the men ran to their horses, and ina few minutes I was under way for Bladensburg. A number of the horses were 
unable to proceed; several of the men sick;and from other casualties, my command was reduced to about one hun- 
dred and twenty-five. ‘This, sir, was the total amount of the dragoons under my command. ‘The report which has 
circulated, of my having, on that day, from four to five hundred dragoons, is erroneous. ‘There were several other 
troops of volunteer cavalry, but, sir, | had no command nor control over them. What might have been their orders 
I know not; they did not join me, nor did I receive, at any time, any orders to take command of them, or any of 


them. : ; ; ; a 
I have, in compliance with your request, sir, procured the names and probable strength of each troop, which, as 


near as I have been able to obtaia, is herewith subjoined. a 

proceeded to Bladensburg; | had never been there before; the enemy was in sight; my orders were to report to 
General Stansbury; I stopped my troops in the road near the river; I looked for the General; I could not come up 
with him; he was visiting is troops. Our horses being much in want of water, we marched to the river. The ene- 
my was then advancing rapidly towards it; [ retired without having met the General, whom I had never seen. On 
my retiring from the river, I was met by Colonel Monroe, (then Secretary of State:) I informed him I was in want 
of orders, and being totally unacquainted with the place, | was indebted to him for the place he pointed out, which I 
vccupied immediately with the squadron. At the moment of my entering the ravine, General Stansbury passed by 
and approved of it. [ was then satisfied that the General knew my position: the action began immediately, and the 
front of the ravine being too high for me to observe the movements of the enemy, I advanced in front with one of my 
officers, Lieutenant Brakin, to judge better of the opportunity which might offer. Our being elevated, and in a con- 
spicuous situation, the balls aad rockets soon showered around us. I had no other chance to form any idea, having 
never been at the place before. We were too late to form any judicious arrangements, not knowing how the troops 
and batteries were disposed in Bladensburg, and we arrived too much before our own troops from Washington, to 
know the disposal of them in the rear. 

The engagement was but short. I will not enter into the details of it, as you have, no doubt, sir, been furnished 
by a better authority, nor is it your desire. I will only state what leads to any reference to my share. All of a sud- 
den our army seemed routed; a contused retreat appeared to be about in every corner of the battle ground, and the 
place we were occupying seemed to have been the one by which it was to be effected. ‘They poured in torrents by 
us; my right wing being outside of the ravine, covered, unfortunately, a gate which it appeared was much wanted. 
An artillery company drove through before we could clear it; several of my men were crushed down, horses and 
all, and myself narrowly escaped having my thigh broken by one of the wheels which nearly took me off my horse. 
All this created much contusion in the right wing of the squadron; they, however, soon got in order, and the stream 
of the running phalanx considerably abated. 

In the midst of a confusion, the like of which I had never seen in a field of battle, one of my troops was carried 
off the field, either through some mistaken or improper orders, as it was uaknown to me, who ought to have been 
first directed or consulted: the moment that so important a point of discipline is trampled upon, a commanding of- 
ficer loses all responsibility as well as credit, and risks his honor for the name of having a command. 

Captain Burd’s troop, which then did not consist of more than fifty-five men, was all the command I was then 
Jeft with, hardly half of a captain’s command. Yet it has been wondered at why I did not cut to pieces four or five 
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thousand of the British veteran troops with fifty-five men, all recruits, and upon raw horses; the most of them had 
not yet been purchased two weeks; the consequences are so obvious, that I did not think myself justifiable to make 
so certain, so inevitable a sacrifice, without a hope of doing any good: there is a distinction between madness and 


bravery. 

Begelae troops never act or retreat without orders; I had no other orders than those [ have stated above, I there- 
fore remained as long as I could. [ consulted with Captain Burd betore we left the field, who had no more desire 
to leave it than I had, but it was high time; when we saw all going, I could no longer doubt of the order being ge- 
neral; I could not account for its not being more generally communicated. The enemy was then advancing rapidly 
under a shower of fire, besides a column of about seven or eight hundred which had gained considerably on our right; 
we then, and only then, sir, marched off on a walk between the flanking column and our disordered army. We 
continued in that order, walking our horses as slow as horses could walk, when we were again met by Colonel Monroe, 
who walked his horse with us better than a mile, until he was satisfied that the enemy on our right required to be 
kept in observation. He left us and advised to proceed in the order we then were, and we did so. 

The pleasing hope to meet all our forces collected at Washington, and that there we would be better able to re- 
ceive the enemy, from various motives and resources which we could not have had at Bladensburg, filled my mind 
with anxiety, and helped to comfort me in our retreat; for it was not in the power of imagination to have indulged 
itself with a moment of doubt, whether we should fight or not at Washington, and defend the capitol to the last man. 
I have not met a man who was not of the same opinion with me on that score; by what fatality we were made to 
pass through the city and leave it unprotected I kuow not, nor is it within the reach of my comprehension. 

Having arrived at the capitol, I formed my troop. It had been rumored or ordered (I do not remember which) 
that we were all to form near it; but, after remaining there half an hour, I saw no troops in the neighborhood. 
was then informed that the President’s house was the place before which the army was to be formed. 1 then march- 
ed through the avenue, and soon arrived before the President’s house, but saw no army nor symptoms of any, which 
would indicate a probability of resistance. After remaining in that situation for about three quarters of an hour, I 
could not, nor would not, believe that the city was to be given up without a fight. When I received orders to fol- 
low the army, which it appeared had passed through Georgetown two hours before us, I then, sir, with a heart full 
of sorrow, grief, and indignation, ordered my troop to follow the army, and met it about three or four miles above 
Georgetown. What follows that period, I presume, sir, is of little importance to you and the Committee of In- 
quiry; I, therefore, will cluse by saying that, from that day to this, I have not ceased to lament the event, without 
being able to penetrate into the cause. — nes j 

I have now given you, sir, all the information in my power, relative to the several points, the subject of your re- 
quest in the letter you have honored me with in behalf of the committee, of whom 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. LAVALL, 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Squadron U. 8. L. D. 


The Honorable R. M. Jounson. 
Strength and names of the several Mounted Volunteer Corps on the ground at Bladensburg. 
: : - 70 


Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman, about - - - 
Major Ridgely, . - - - - : . . . J 110 
Captain Graham, - - - - - . s ‘i . a 35 
Lieutenant Williams, - : . . ° ‘ ‘ : ‘ 20 
Captain Herber, - - - - . - ‘ ei 25 

Total, - . . . . 260 


Colonel William D. Beall’s statement. 
Grorcetown, November 22, 1814. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to reply to your request, directed by the honorable committee ** appointed to inquire into the 
causes of the success of the enemy in his recent enterprises against this citys &c. that, on my march to Bladens- 
burg, on the 24th August, 1 received General Winder’s order, in reply to a letter I had written him the day before, 
to join General Stansbury at Bladensburg; that, on my arrival at the mill, I was met by a gentleman (General Win- 
der’s aid I supposed) who informed me my ground was Veitch’s Hill; he conducted me to the ground, where I 
formed and received the enemy, after he had done with the army below the hill. On our retreat, at the Capitol Hill, 
I received an order to march through Georgetown to the heights above it; but we reached Tenlytown, and, from 
thence, about twelve o’clock at night, were ordered to move on the river road, no point designated; the next day, 
we arrived at Montgomery Court House; the next day we encamped at Gaither’s heights, thence to Ellicott’s Mills, 


thence to the two mile stone towards Baltimore. ‘ 
I have been informed by a gentleman, who acted as one of General Winder’s aids, that he brought me an order 


to retreat; but I do not remember it. ; 
This is as short a statement as I can make, to comprehend the design of the committee. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
WM. D. BEALL. 


N. B. Having marched about sixteen miles that morning, before the battle, my men were fatigued and exhausted. 
Although it is not my impression that my command gave way as early as is represented by some, I must acknow- 
ledge that the contest with the enemy was not of a character corresponding with my wishes in defending the capi- 
tal of the United States, and, therefore, made every exertion to rally the men, and partially succeeded; but they ul- 
timately gave way, in despite of exertions, like the other troops. My command consisted of about seven or eight 


hundred men. 


Major William Pinkney’s statement. 
Batrimore, November 16, 1814. 


Sir: 
1 have the honor to make the following communication, in compliance with the request contained in your let- 
ter of the 17th of last month. ; i ; ; 

The detachment, of which my battalion of riflemen (or rather three companies of it) formed a part, marched 
from Baltimore on the 21st of August, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Sterett of the 5th regiment, and 
arrived at Bladensburg about sunset on the 23d, where it encamped below, and at_a short distance from, the brigade 
of General Stansbury, who had fixed his encampment on Lowndes’ Hill, by the side of the road from Marlborough, 
and between that road and the river road. The detachment was wholly from the third brigade of Maryland militia, 
and consisted of the 5th regiment, between four and five hundred strong; of two companies of artillery, (with six 
six pounders) commanded by Captains Myer and Magruder, amounting to about one hundred and fifty men; and 
of three companies of my battalion, commanded by Captains Dyer, Aisquith, and Baden, amounting to about one 


hundred and eighty rank and file. 
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In the night of the 23d, (about eleven o*clock) we were called to arms by several discharges of singie muskets, 
in quick succession, by General Stansbury’s pickets. Our detachment, of which only I had much opportunity to 
observe the conduct, turned out with alacrity, and exhibited, during the alarm, great spirit and firmness. The dis- 
positions made by General Stansbury to meet the enemy, who was supposed to be advancing by the upper road, ap- 
peared to be prompt aud judicious. it was a false alarm, however, and, after a few hours, we were permitted to 
return to quarters. 

We had scarcely reached our encampment, before Colonel Sterett and wyself were summoned to the tent of 
General Stansbury, where we found his principal officers assembled. ‘The General stated to us that _he had just 
received intelligence from General Winder that he had retired upon Washington, across the Eastern Branch; and 
he asked our advice as to the course which, in consequence of that movement, it was proper for him to pursue, 
apprising us, at the same time, (as I think) that General’ Winder expected him to fight the enemy, if he should 
take the route of Bladensburg. It appeared to be certain that the enemy would take that route, without loss of 
time, and that General Stansbury’s force, fatigued and exhausted asa portion of it was, consisting altogether of mi- 
titia unused to service, amounting to little more than two thousand men, and deprived of all prospect of support 
from any quarter, was in no condition to withstand nearly thrice its number of regular troops, in a position which 
presented no peculiar facilities for defence, especially when it was ‘considered that General Winder’s force, more 
numerous than General Stansbury’s, consisting partly of regulars, high in character and discipline, furnished with 
more and heavier artillery, and with a powerful body of horse, had just been compelled to place the Eastern Branch 
between it and those troops. For these, and other reasons, the officers present were of opinion that General Stans- 
bury ought immediately to break up his encampment. and, by drawing nearer to Washington, consult the safety of 
the force under his command, and put it in a situation to co-operate with that of General Winder, and to receive 
and execute the orders of that General, whatever they might be, for the protection of the capital. General Stans- 
bury was himself of that opinion; and, in conlormity with it, we retired across the bridge, in good order, to a high 
ground, on the edge of the main road, about a mile and a half from Bladensburg. froin whence the enemy could be 
reconnoitered, if he should advance, as had been anticipated. We halted at this place, about sunrise on the 24th, 
after General Stansbury had (as he informed me) despatched his aid-de-camp (Major Woodyear) to General Win- 
der, to give hiin notice of his march, and take his orders upon it. While he remained here, General Stansbury 
mentioned, or showed to me, (1 forget which) a letter just received by him {rom General Winder, written, I be- 
lieve, befere General Winder knew of his late march, from which it appeared that General Winder still calcalat- 
ed on his engaging the enemy, if he should attempt te appreach by Bladensburg. i was still of opinion, and so 
expressed myself to General Stansbury, that, although it seemed to be his duty to prepare his troops to dispute, 
alone, and to the iast extremity, the enemy's passage to the city, and it was posstble the military views of his su- 
periors might impose such an undertaking upon him, he ought not, unless his orders were peremptory, (and they 
were not yet understood to be so) to seek the enemy ata distance from General Winder, without whose immediate 
aid he could not fail to sacrifice his mea, already broken down by toil and fasting, and want of sleep, and thus to 
produce the destruction of the capitol: that Major Woodyear would soon return with precise orders from General 
Winder, founded upon a knowledge of his situation and the designs of the enemys; and that, even if Major Weod- 
year’s return should be unexpectedly retarded, and a removal from his actual position should become necessary, it 
would be far more prudent that General Stansbury should proceed to occupy one of the strong grounds yet nearer 
to Washington, with which the read abounded, where he might not only encounter the enemy to advantage, but 
readily be succored by the Commander in Chief, than that he should go back to his old encampment, or its neigh- 
borhood, while General Winder’s co-operation continued to be precarious. I believe that Colonel Sterett and 
Colonel Ragan gave to General Stansbury the same opinion, in substance, and that General Stansbury concurred 
init. He did not. however, move nearer to Washington, for Major Woedyear shortly afterwards (about 9 o’clock) 
brougnt him verbal orders from General Winder to retrace his steps, and contest with the enemy the pass at Bla- 
densburg, together with an assurance that he would join him without delay. These orders were iinmediately obey - 
ed, and, between ten and eleven o’clock, A. M. the troops were halted in a field, where there is an orchard, on 
the left of the road as you approach Bladensburg from Washington, not far from the bridge. ‘The passage at Bla- 
densburg may be effected, as L comprehend, by two routes: by the bridge, and deep ford just above it, and by the 
more shallow ford in the old Baltimore road, a little above the fork made by the northeast and northwest branches; 
which ford is reached from Bladensburg, by first crossing the northeast branch in the present Baltimore road, and 
then turning to the leit; and we halted at the point from which a passage by either, or both of those routes, might 
best be opposed. 

While the enemy was expected, a cloud of dust announced the advance of a bedy of troops upon the upper 
road, aud they soon showed themselves upon Lowndes’ Hill, which they descended rapidly. As General Winder 
had not yet appeared, preparations were made to receive them by General Stansbury, assisted by Colonel Monroe. 
At the botiom of the field, between four and five hundred yards from the bridge, as i conjecture, was a sort of a 
battery, er barhette, which had been hastily constructed for heavy artillery, under the direction of Colonel Wads- 
worth. ‘The Baltimore companies had been employed, from their first arrival in the field, (with such tools as they 
could get) in cutting embrasures through the parapet, which was much too lofty for their six pounders, and which 
there was not time to reduce through its whole extent, and in masking them with brush wood. In this battery they 
were now stationed. I was ordered to place my companies in ambush on its right, with a view to afford protection 
to it. and to annoy the enemy in his approach, if he should succeed in crossing the bridge, or in fording the stream 
inits neighborhood. I couducted my battalion accordingly to the place prescribed, and there distributed them be- 
hind a fence, and among the bushes, upon the slope of the bank which terminates the field, and also beyond the 
slope, as near to the bridge and ford as was practicable, taking my own station some yards in the rear, (with the 
Adjutant and Sergeant Major) on the top of the bank in the field, where there was nothing to interrupt my view of 
an advancing enemy. ‘The 5th regiment was posted about fifty yards in our rear, (outstretching us of course) and 
gave confidence to my companies and the artillery. ‘wo companies of General Stansbury’s brigade (acting as 
riflemen, but principally armed with muskets) were posted near the barn, behind the battery, at a small distance 
from us. ‘The residue of that brigade was (1 think) stationed to the left of the battery, near to and beyond the 
road which flanks it, called the Mill Road, to watch, as I suppose, that road and the upper ford, and to march, or 
to supply detachinents, as occasion might require, to sustain the other parts of our force. A few horse paraded on 
the main road, sometimes as far as the bridge. Such appeared to be our means of resistance, and such the distri- 
bution of them. It was soon ascertained, however, that the troops, whom we had believed to be foes, were a regi- 
ment of Maryland militia, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Beall; and my battalion was consequently 
withdrawn into the field, where it rested upon its arms. The newly arrived regiment passed on to the rear, and 
took post out of my view, and (as I have since heard) on the opposite side of the main road, where we had halted 
in the morning, as before stated. It is but justice to the men under my command to observe, in this place, that 
they went to their posts with cheerfulness, although they were about to contend, as they supposed, with veteran 
troops, greatly superior in numbers. 

Soon after the arrival of Colonel Beall’s regiment, the enemy was discovered in full march for Bladensburg, 
along the river road, and we once more prepared for battle. I had now from General Winder (who had recently 
come upon the eld) the same orders I had before received for the employment of my men; with this difference 
only, that General Winder’s orders imported, that it might be proper to place a portion of them upon the left of 
the battery, which it was undoubtedly of great importance to protect, and which the new order of battle, hereinaf- 
ter in part explained, seemed to leave without protection, unless a detachment from my battalion should be so ap- 
plied. In consequence, I detached Captain Aisquith, with the whole ef his company, with directions to take, and 
mainiain as long as possible, the most advantageous position there, for the objects indicated by General Winder’s 
orders. | remanded the other two companies to their former stations among the bushes; and, after visiting the bat- 
tery, and remaining there until the first and second shots were fired from it, I resumed my own station, (with the 
vattalion officers before mentioned) upon the top of the bank, in the field. A company of militia, under the command 
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of Captain Doughty, (having muskets only, but acting as riflemen) placed itself, at my instance, on our right, near 
to the main road, under cover of some bushes and a fence. The fifth regiment, which had. been moved from its 
first position, (where it might have contributed to repulse the enemy in his attempts to leave the vicinity of the 
bridge) had now, to the great discouragement of my companies and of the artillery, been made to retire to a hill severa! 
hundred yards in our rear, but visible, nevertheless, to the enemy, where it could do little more than display its gal- 
lantry. Ihe two companies of General Stansbury’s brigade, acting as riflemen, had changed their station, so that I 
no longer perceived them; but I have heard that they still continued at no great distance trom their old ground, al- 
though concealed ‘from me by the barn or by trees; my impression, however, is, that they did not, and could not, 
come into action there. The residue of General Stansbury’s brigade had been moved from the left, and made to 
take ground (invisible to us by reason of the intervening orchard) on the right of the fifth regiment, with its own 
right resting upon the main read, and disclosed to the enemy. A small body of troops (but under whose command 
[am uninformed) were drawn up in advance of the left flank of the fifth regiment, and nearly at right angles with 
it, but, on account of the barn, [ did not see it until the two companies of tay battalion, which were stationed on the 
right of the battery, retreated, as will hereafter be mentioned. Of Colonel Beall’s very distant station, | have 
already spoken from hearsay, but, at the time-of the action, L knew only that it must be considerably in the rear. 
Of some artillery in the rear of our right, | had no knowledge, until, during the engagement, I heard its fire, appa- 
rently well maintained. : 

I did not know that Brigadier General Smith’s brigade was ‘in or near the field, until the action had ceased; uicr 
was I aware that the artillery of Commodore Barney, Major Peter, Captain Burch, and others, (which, if it had 
been brought up in time to act upon the bridge, and the road at each of its ends, could not well have failed.to ensure 
a triumph over the enemy, especially if supported by a part.of the infantry, of which no use was made, and if suffi- 
cient care had also been taken to observe the upper ford, to which, perhaps, the enemy might have had recourse, 
if beaten at the bridge) was at any time near tous. In a word, I was ignorant of any reinforcements which either 
preceded, accompanied, or followed General Winder, except only, that I supposed that Captain Doughty’s com; 
pany, and the few troops in advance of the left flank of the fifth regiment, (just héfore mentioned) and a large body 
of horse, which was kept idle, had come from Washington. 

. The enemy having reached Bladensburg, descended the hill, about twelve o’clock, in a very fine style, and soon 
showed his intention to force his way by the bridge. Assisted by some discharges of rockets, (which were after- 
wards industriously continued) he made an effort to throw across the bridge a strong body of infantry, but he was 
driven back at the very commencement of it, with evident loss, by the artillery in the battery, which principally 
acted upon ihe street or road near the bridge, and he literally disappeared behind the houses. The effort was not 
immediately repeated; but the artillery continued its fire, with a view, as it seemed, to interrupt the discharge of 
rockets, as in some degree it did, and otherwise to check the enemy’s operations. — - 

After a long pause, during which I conjectured (erroneously, as | have since been told) that the enemy, less 
confident than before of the passage of the bridge, detached a corps of some strength to make its way by the ford, in 
the o!d Baltimore road, a second attempt was made to cross the bridge, with increased numbers and greater celerity 
of movement. This, too, was encountered by the artillery in the battery, but not with its former success, although 
it was served with great spirit, and commanded by officers of acknowledged skill and courage. In consequence, a 
large column of the enemy, which was every moment reinforced, either by the way of the bridge or by the ford im- 
mediately above it, was able to form on the Washington side, and to menace the battery, and the inadequate force 
by which it was to be supported. While the enemy was yet at a distance, the company on our right (commanded 
by Captain Doughty) discharged their pieces and fled, although he appeared to do all in his power to restrain them, 
as I myself did. My two companies were now (without other known aid than the other company on the left) to 
protect the artillery, and to receive the whole force of the enemy, which was rapidly accumulating. Following the 
example which had been set them by the company on their right, they too began to fire somewhat too soon; but in 
its progress, their fire was manifestly destructive, and fora short time seemed to produce disorder and hesitation in 
the enemy’s ranks. The enemy, however, soon pressed forward again, and was close at hand when the artillery 
discontinued its fire. Its danger had become imminent, and it was apparent that it could do nothing more in its 
actual station to retard the enemy’s progress. His advance, which threatened the right of my position, and had 
almost reached it, was probably out of the line of any fire which the half formed embrasures of the battery would 
admit; and I should presume that it would have been difficult, if not impracticable, to depress the guns in those 
embrasures (the ground of the battery being considerably elevated) so as to touch the enemy after his near approach. 

My companies were now in that situation that their right was on the point of being turned; and, as the battery 
was evidently about to be evacuated, and Captain Aisquith’s company was too weak to keep the enemy in check.on 
the left, it followed that they were in that quarter exposed to the same peril. Our small force, moreover, (somewhat 
more than one hundred men) could not hope to make an effectual stand against the enemy, even if he should attack 
it only in front, where there was very little in the shape of natural obstructions to break his. column or impede his 
march. ‘The line of our retreat, too, to the fifth regiment, (the nearest visible rallying point) was of necessity 
across the open field in our rear, and only one of my companies had bayonets. Under these circumstances of urgent 
peril, both the companies began at the same instant to move towards the artillery, now in the act of limbering its 
guns. The retreat of my men and of the artillery appeared to be simultaneous. ‘The whole fell back upon the fifth 
regiment, (on the left flank of which great part of my two-companies were halted, and formed by Captain Dyer, by 
the adjutant, and sergeant-major) and the enemy succeeded instantly to their places. _ I followed in the rear of this 
retreat, narrowly escaping capture, and found my men in the situation above described, ready once more to act 
against the enemy. It is here my duty to say, that, although thé predicament in which my two companies were 
placed, when they moved from the right of the battery, was almost as desperate as it could be, [ had given no orders 
to retire, and did not at that moment intend to do so. I cannot, and certainly do not, blame them ier anticipating 
such orders, when they saw their desolate condition, and discovered that the artillery, with which they had been 
connected as.a supporting force, could not continue its fire, or hope to maintain its ground. My justification for 
withholding my orders to retreat, is, that [ had none myself, and further, that having found that the enemy had 
neither artillery nor cavalry, I thought we might venture upon another fire, which could not be otherwise than 
deadly, now that the enemy was at a small distance from our muzzles. 1 have this other justification, (which I 
hope | shall be pardoned for mentioning) that, as | was myself on foot, and had no horse near me, I incurred my 
full share of the hazard of too longa delay.: It is not.improbable, however, that I was wrong, and that I owed it to 
these brave men to withdraw them, even at au earlier period, from a post where, beyond all question,. if they had 
remained much longer, they must have been taken prisoners or cut to pieces; at any rate, I take pride in bearing 
my testimony to their bravery and skill, of which I had many proofs during the severe trial to which they were 
exposed on that most disastrous occasion, amidst such privations, discouragements, and hardships, as might have 
subdued the spirit, and beaten down the strength of veteran soldiers. 

The fifth regiment had now to receive the enemy; and, with slight. exceptions, it kept its ground with exem- 
plary steadiness,and maintained a regular and spirited fire, until after it was ordered by eneral Winder to retreat, 
and after the necessity of retreat was perfectly obvious. 7 men adhered to its left, and did their duty there, and 
finally retired with it, the whole in considerable disorder. ‘The troops of which I have spoken, (in advance of its 
left) appeared to behave well, but were soon withdrawn or driven from their station, which the enemy could, indeed, 
reach with his shot without being seen by them. _ Fp? sank - 

Nothing could be more critical than the situation of the fifth regiment when it began to retire. Its right had 
been thrown open to the eneiny by the precipitate retreat of the greater part, if not the whole, of General Stans.- 
bury’s brigade. Its left had nothing to protect it; and, even if the enemy had sent no force by the ford, on the old 
Baltimore road, 10 gain its rear, that which he had pushed on by the mill road, and the ground adjacent, was suffi- 
ciently formidable. Its front was singularly liable. to be galled with impunity from the orchard, from the barn, and 
from other covers, within striking distance of which it had been posted, while itself was not covered by any thing, 
and could hardly act upon any thing. I speak with the more confidence of the good behavior of this regiment, be- 

m 





ye 





MILITARY AFFAIRS. [1814. 


574 





cause I was constantly with my men while they acted with it, except only for two or three minutes, when I was 
employed in going to, and returning from, the mill road, immediately on their left, from whence I expected an at- 
tack. I was, during all this time, too, on horseback, (having obtained a horse after we were driven from our first 
position) and had thus the best opportunities of observation. During a part of this time I saw General Winder 
zealously engaged in the discharge of his very anxious and arduous duties, and manifesting the courage which be- 


comes a gentleman and a soldier. | ae: ; 
Of the conduct of Captain Aisquith’s company I know no more than he and others have told me. I feel assured 


that it did well, and that the enemy felt the effect of the activity and resolution which distinguished it. My batta- 
lion sustained some sinall loss in wounded; and Captain Baden was made prisoner. ; ; 

A wound inflicted in the field, (from which the 5th regiment and my men retreated, as above stated) by a mus- 
ket ball, which struck my right arm in front, a little above the elbow, and passing through it broke the bone, dis- 
abled me from further service, and made it necessary that | should not long delay tv obtain surgical assistance. In 
this state I left the field, with (or a little after) the last of our friends, about five or six in number, among whom, | 
believe, was Mr. Meredith of the 5th. ‘he enemy was then very close, and his fire was incessant but inaccurate. 
{ have no further knowledge of the transaction to which your letter relates. 

: I have the honor to be, &c. 
WM. PINKNEY. 


The Hon. R. M. Jounson, Xc. 





Caplain Burch’s statement. 
City or Wasnineton, October 12, 1814. 


Sir: 
In answer to your request, I make the following statement: ; 
On the 19th of August-last, early in the day, | was ordered to call out my company for actual service, being, at 
the time, informed that the whole body of the militia were ordered into actual service, as it was ascertained that 
the enemy had landed near Benedict, and were about to proceed to this city. In the evening of that day, the first 
brigade was paraded, and about one o’clock, P. M. on the 20th, we marched from the city in the direction of Bene- 
dict, and encamped, for that night, about three miles beyond the Eastern Branch, when General Winder took the 
command. On Sunday, the 2ist, we marched on, and encamped that night at the Woodyard, about fourteen miles 
from this place. On Monday morning it was understood in camp, that the enemy had, by rapid marches, got within 
a short distance of our encampment; upon which the commanding General detached Major Peter, with his com- 
pany of artillery, Captain Davidson’s infantry, and Captain Stull’s rifiemen, as an advanced party, to reconnoitre 
and hold the enemy in check.. ‘hey advanced some distance, and were soon after followed by the brigade, for two 
miles, when it was halted, and partially formed in order of battle. Major Peter met the enemy, who immediately 
filed off on ‘the left, and took the road to Upper Marlborough. Major Peter having returned with his command, 
the whole of the troops were immediately marched back to the Old Fields, where we encamped that night. On 
Tuesday morning, the same party, under the command of Major Peter, was again sent out to reconnoitre and skir- 
mish with the enemy; and between four and five o’clock of that evening, we learned that they were actually en- 
gaged with the British forces. The line of battle. was then formed without delay, and we remained so until Major 
Peter came up and took his position in the line. In a few minutes orders were carried through the line, for an im- 
mediate retreat to Washington, as it was said the enemy was too strong for us. I received orders to remain on the 
ground upon which we were formed, until all the-troops had marched, and then, every fifteen minutes, to send off 
two of my pieces, with the proper number of men, until I had despatched all six of them. ‘That, if the enemy ap- 
peared in the mean time, (and his appearance was every moment expected) to open my battery upon him, and con- 
tinue to fire as jong as I could do soin safety, and then retreat as fast as possible, and join the main body. Just as I 
had despatched the second division of my guns, the aid-de-camp of Brigadier Smith, of the District militia, gave me 
orders to-move off.with the whole as fast as possible. As the main body had, by this time, got a considerable dis- 
tance ahead, I was unable to get up with the rear until they arrived at the Eastern Branch bridge, when my men 
were so greatly fatigued, that they could scarcely stand by their guns. After we had crossed the bridge into the 
city, and pitched our tents, between twelve and one v’clock at mght, General Winder came to my tent and called 
me out: he observed, that he knew my men were worn down with fatigue and from the loss of rest; but that, in all 
robability, one of the last good acts which it might ever be in my power to do for my country, would be that night. 
e wished me to take thirty of my men, with three of my guns, and defend the passage of the lower Eastern Branch 
bridge, as he had reason to believe that the enemy would attempt the passage of it that night. General Winder 
further observed, that he had some time before left directions at the navy yard, for a boat to be sent to the bridge, 
with combustibles to blow it up, in case it became necessary, but that his orders had not been attended to, and that 
he should not go to rest until he had sent me the boat. I took my thirty men and three guns, and proceeded to the 
foot of the bridge, with orders to open upon the enemy, if he appeared, as soon as our rear guard had come over. and 
that if the enemy succeeded in getting upon the bridge, to set fire to the boat and blow it up, and then to resume my 
position and recommence my fire. A little before day break the boat arrived, and was placed under the arch next 
the draw. I kept this position without rest or refreshment, until ten o’clock on Wednesday morning, the 24th, 
when [ was relieved by Commodore Barney. I was then ordered to leave one of my pieces and fifteen men at the 
bridge, under the direction of Colonel Wadsworth, and proceed on with the balance immediately to Bladensburg. 
I did so, and when I had arrived near the latter place, 1 was again ordered to leave two of my guns and a party of 
men in the main road, and push on with the remaining three and the residue of my men, and to report myself at 
Bladensburg to General Winder. I proceeded until I arrived within a short distance of Bladensburg, when I found 
much difficulty in finding the General. I rode up and down the whole line in search of him, and when [ returned, 
{ found that my guns had been moved off to the left; I followed on and overtook them just as they were formed in 
battery, near the extreme left of the line. I there discovered the General, and applied to him for directions; he re- 
plied, ** Captain, there is the enemy, (pointing to the British who were then in plain view) take charge of your 
pieces.” 1 dismounted, and took charge of my pieces, and ‘in a few moments we opened our fire, which proved to 
be very galling to the enemy, and after firing about fifteen rounds, the 5th regiment of Baltimore advanced and 
commenced their fire. By the.advance of this regiment one of my guns was masked, which rendered it useless; the 
other two continued the fire with much effect. ‘The infantry, who were posted on my right as a protection to my 
pieces, having given way, General Winder, in person, ordered me to limber and retreat. I did not do so imme- 
diately, but fired two or three rounds, when the General repeated his order in a peremptory manner. We retreated 
a few yards, when he observed to me that he thought I might venture to unlimber one of my pieces and give them 
another fire. I was in the act of doing so, but as the enemy advanced so rapidly, he countermanded it, and again 
ordered me on. I saw no more of the General that day: the reason was, that after retreating a mile or two, I was 
so exhausted from fatigue, fasting, and heat, that I was unable to keep up with my guns, and fell behind them some 
yards. I fainted by the side of a fence unobserved by my men. After missing me, they supposed I had been taken 
risoner. When I came to my recollection, I found myself ill of a fever, notwithstanding which, I procured a 
4 rse, and found and joined my company on the route from Montgomery Court House to Baltimore, and marched 


0 
with them to Snell’s bridge, where we were halted, and afterwards countermarched to this place. 


BENJ. BURCH, 
Captain of the Washington Artillery. 


Hon. R. M. Jonnson. 





























CAPTURE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 





Captain Caldwell’s statement. 


The following is believed to be nearly a correct estimate of the cavalry on the ground, at the battle of Bladens- 
burg. 24th August last: ; ° 
; < ‘s « - 120 





Colonel Lavall’s United States’ troops, about - 
A squadron of Colonel Tilghman’s regiment M. M. about: : - 75 
Do. _ command of Major Ridgely, do. about - - 100 
Captain Herbert’s troop, do. about - - - 40 
Captain Graham’s troop, Virginia, about - - - 40 
Total, - * & 





The Alexandria troop, under Captain Thornton, and the Georgetown troop, under Lieutenant Williams, (both 
small) accompanied Colonel Monroe on the first day of the alarm, to reconnoitre the enemy, and had so many de- 
tached on different duties, as left but a few scattering ones on the field. 

Part of the Washington troop were attached to General Winder, and had been generally detached in carrying 
expresses or conveying orders. The remainder were on vidette duty. On the morning of the 24th, they were sent 
to patrol the road between the Eastern Branch bridge and the enemy, and did not leave the rear of the enemy in 
time to cross the bridge and join the army, till the army was on the retreat, except three or four, who were employ- 
ed in conveying orders, &c. or wherever they could be useful. , 

E. B. CALDWELL. 


Statement of General Hungerford. 


On the 23d of July was called on by the Executive of Virginia, to take command of the militia in the Northern 
Neck. After which General Madison. was called into service, and Major General Parker, to take the command of 
the two brigades under Hungerford and Madison. On the eighteenth of August, General Winder wrote to General 
Hungerford to march with a to the city, with the forces under his command. This letter was received on 
the 2ist, at camp Nominy Hall, in the Northern Neck, about one hundred and twenty-five miles from Washington. 
His force consisted of three regiments, under Coionels Boyd, Branham, and Parker. About fourteen hundred men, 
effectives, marched on towards the city; and Colonels Downey and Chawning, who were in the counties: of Nor- 
thumberland and Lancaster, were directed to follow with their regiments. 

A letter was received from Colonel John Tayloe on the 24th, dated the 23d, stating that the Secretary of War 
required despatch, and directed the troops to march on by regiments,, or even companies, if necessary. On Sunday, 
the 28th,-was at Neabsco, about twenty-four miles from Alexandria; was waited upon by a committee from Alex- 
andria abont two o’clock, who delivered a communication from the corporation of Alexandria, stating that the town 
had no artillery or military force to protect it, and they intended to surrender at discretion to the enemy; and that 
the town being under the control of the civil authority, it would be injurious to the town for any military forces to 
march to Alexandria: General Hungerford informed the committee that he should move on, and be governed by 
circumstances. He received a line on the same day from Colonel Monroe, directing him to march with all possible 
despatch to Alexandria, and if the enemy had passed Alexandria, to march on to the city. 

On the morning of the 29th, about ten miles from Alexandria, another deputation waited on General Hungerford, 
with a printed order of the corporation, amounting to a request that he should not proceed on to Alexandria, and 
interrupt the arrangement entered into with the enemy. ‘lo this communication General Hungerford replied, that 
he was acting under the orders of the Government, and should execute those orders, and accordingly proceeded on 
his march. When within three miles of Alexandria, he was met by Walter Jones, Esquire, who informed him that 
the President and Colonel Monroe desired him to station his forces in the rear of Alexandria; detach five hundred 
men to the height just below Mason’s Island, and send one hundred and fifty or two hundred to Aquia to co-operate 

against the enemy. A written order was received from Colonel Mcnroe to the same effect that evening. General 
ungerford arrived with the three first mentioned. regiments in the rear of Alexandria, on the 29th, about five 
o’clock in the evening, where he remained till the first day of September.; He was then ordered to the White 
House, with a part of his forces, te co-operate with the naval forces under Commodore Porter. 


‘No. 9. 
REPORT FROM THE NAVY DEPARTMENT, INCLUDING THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF COMMODORE BARNEY. 


Navy Department, October 3, 1814. 
Sir: 

In compliance with your letter of the 26th instant, as chairman of the committee appointed by the Honorable 
House of Representatives, ** to inquire into the causes of the success of the enemy in his enterprises against this me- 
tropolis, and the neighboring town of Alexandria; and into the manner in which the public buildings and property 
were destroyed, and the amount thereof;”’ and with your request **for such information on the subject, as may be in 
my power, and more particularly in relation to the destruction of the navy yard, and the amount of public property 
destroyed;” I have the honor to present the following report of the measures adopted by this Department, and of the 
facts within my knowledge, in relation to the objects of the inquiry: 

In obedience to the general instructions and early solicitude of the President, in anticipation of the probable de- 
signs of the enemy to harass the country in this vicinity, and to attempt the invasion of this metropolis, I directed, 
in the month of May last, three twelve rr to be mounted on field carriages, by the mechanics of the navy yard, 
and completely equipped and furnished for field service. To these:the marimes at head quarters were trained. 
under the command of Captain Miller, and prepared to act either as artillerists or infantry, as the service might re- 
quire. A short time previous to the reinforcement of the enemy in the Patuxent, I caused two long eighteen pound- 
ers to be mounted on field carriages, and prepared in like manner for field service, ready to be attached to thé com- 
mand of Commodore Barney, should the enemy at any time compel him to abandon the flotilla under his command 
on the Patuxent, and the emergency call for the aid of his force in defence of the capital er of Baltimore. 

For this eventual service that officer was instructed to prepare; and by his zeal and activity his men acquired 
the expert use of their muskets, and a capacity, as well as an ardent disposition, to be useful to their country on 
either element. 4 , 

On the 26th of July, in consequence of the menacing movements of the enemy neat the Kettle Bottoms, in the 
Potomac, which it was said they were sounding and buoying off, the letter A was written; but, on account of informa- 
tion received on the same day, the letter B, countermanding the former, was written. 

The enemy in the Patuxent was occupied in depredating upon its shores, until large reinforcements arrived at 
the mouth of that river on the 18th of August, the account of which was communicated on the 19th to the Depart- 
ment, by Commodore me in the letter C,-with a list of the naval force of the enemy annexed. 

On the morning of the 19th, information was received at the Department from Captain Gordon, commanding the 
United States’ naval force at Norfolk, that, on the morning of the 16th, came in from sea, and proceeded up the bay, 
twenty-two sail of enemy’s véssels, viz: two seventy-fours, one sixty-four, one razee, seven frigates, seven trans- 
ports, and two or three brigs or schooners; which, it appears by the letter C, joined the force at the mouth of the 
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Patuxent on the 18th; the whole of which ascended the Patuxent near to Benedict, on the 18th and 19th, and com- 
menced debarking the troops. The letter marked D was immediately written to Commodore Barney; and the let- 
ter E to Commodore Rodgers; and the letter f to Captain Porter, urging the two latter to repair with their forces 
towards this city, with the utmost expedition. ; ~ : 

Commodore Rodgers had previously made the most judicious arrangements to transport, with celerity, the ma- 
rines and the principal part of the seamen, under his command on the Delaware station, to the head waters of the 
Chesapeake, or to Baltimore, upon any sudden emergency; and had organized an¢ disciplined his men with a view 
to such service. It appears, however, by his letters G and H, that, with every possible exertion, he did not reach 
Baltimore until the 25th, consequently too late to participate in the defence of the metropolis, against a force, the 
greater part of which came in from séa on the 16th, was first known to the Department to have arrived on the 19th, 
sia ol from Benedict on the 20th, and entered the capital on the 24th. 

Having sent to General. Winder on the 19th a copy of letter C, on the 20th I called on him at his quarters, at 
M’Keowin’s, to show him the letter [had just received from Commodore Barney, and my order to that officer to join 
and cv-operate with the force under his command, (see letter K) also, to point out those volunteer corps in his army 
that comprised the mechanics of the navy yard, who, being excellent axemen, would act with great effect as pioneers. 
As it was understood that a strong squadron of the on fh ships, in co-operation with his land force, had passed the 
principal obstacle in the Potomac, and was only retarded in its ascent by contrary winds, against which it was warp- 
ing with great exertion, I expressed to him my solicitude for the defence of Fort Washington, and proposed to 
throw the marines, who had been trained to artillery exe: cise, and a part of the seamen, into that fort, for its defence. 

The General did not conceive the state of his force such as to warrant the abstraction of so efficient a part as 
that of the marines and seamen, from the main body, which was to oppose the direct advance of the enemy’s army 
on the citys and, indeed, his objection appeared to have weight. He did not, however, consider Fort Washington 
as tenable. 

On the 21st the letter L was received from Commodore Barney, and a detachment of about one hundred and ten 
marines, with three twelves and two eighteen pounders, under the command of Captain Miller, marched from the 
head quarters to join Commodore Barney, and reached the Wovodyard that evening. 

In the course of this day.and the following, I visited the navy yard, and inquired of the commandant what were 
the means of transportation, and what assistance he had in the yard? He stated that all the mechanics of the yard 
were,and had been, with the army, from the first alarm; that no persons remained but the officers of the yard, three 
besides himself, and a very few of the ordinary, chiefly blacks; that two of the old gunboats were the only craft for 
transportation; that all the wagons in the district had. been hired or impressed for the army; and that those blacks 
who were usually to be had for hire, were employed on the works at Bladensburg, 

I directed him to employ all the means he had, or could procure; to load the gunboats with provisions and pow- 
der, and send them up to the Little Falls; employ as many wagons as could be either hired or impressed, and 
convey as much of the navy powder as possible from the magazine, on the Eastern Branch, to Mr. Dulany’s barn, 
on the Virginia side of the Potomac, about nine miles above the city; to direct Messrs. Grayson, Stull, and Wil- 
liams, to transport the public powder from their works to the same place; and to continue transporting the most 
valuable and portable articles from the yard to any place of safety, with all the means he could command. 

The public vessels afloat at the navy yard were the new sloop of war Argus, with her guns mounted, her top- 
masts launched, and her sails and detached equipments complete on shore in store; the new schooner Lynx, and 
ester barges, one of the first and two of the second class,. completely equipped; with the two gunboats before 
mentioned, . 

On the slip was the new frigate Columbia, of the largest class, caulked, ready for coppering, and nearly so for 
launching. Her masts, spars, tops, &c. almost finished in the mast house; gun carriages nearly completed; her sails 
made, and in the loft; her rigging fitted; blocks all made; and her equipments, oy, in great forwardness. 

Besides the buildings, engines, fixtures, and shop furniture, of the several mechanical branches in the navy yard, 
there were about one hundred tons of cordage, some canvass, a considerable quantity of saltpetre, copper, iron, lead, 
block tin, blocks, ship chandlery, naval and ordnance stores, implements, and fixed ammunition, with a variety ot 
manufactured articles in all the branches; seventeen hundred and forty-three barrels of beef and pork, two hun- 
dred and seventy-nine barrels of whiskey, and a moderate stock of plank and timber. 

Had there been a prospect of transporting the sloop of war Argus to a place of safety, the representations of the 
commandant will show that he had not the means of transporting her, and there appeared to be no situation in which 
she-could be placed in which she would not fall into the hands of the enemy, in the event of his getting possession 
of the city. It, therefore, only remained to endeavor to save all the stores that could be transported, and the small 
— particularly the barges, if practicable, by running them up to the Littie Falls. ‘This was directed to be 
done. : 

On the 22d the letter M was received from Commodore Barney. In the evening of that day I accompanied the 
President to General Winder’s camp at the Old Fields, and passed the night in Commodore Barney’s tent; the 
army of the enemy at Upper Marlborough, eight miles distant. On the morning of the 23d, reviewed tlie seamen 
and marines, whose appearance and preparations for battle promised all that could be expected from cool intre- 
pidity, and a high state of discipline. 

In the hope that Commodore Rodgers might arrive that evening at Baltimore, arid not doubting that the enemy 
would be retarded on his march by obstacles and annoyance, until the seamen from Baltimore could reach Bladens- 
burg, I wrote to Commodore Rodgers the letter marked N, and sent it by a vidette. 

About 2 o’clock, P. M. Ll accompanied the President on his return to the city, and, in the course of the evening, 
was informed of the sudden retreat of our army from the Old Fields to the city, over the Eastern Branch bridge. 

On the morning of the 24th, L proceeded to General Winder’s quarters, at Doctor Hunter’s house, near the 
Eastern Branch bridge, where the President, and the Secretaries of War, State, and Treasury, soon after arrived. 

I found Commodore Barney employed, by order of the General, in planting his battery on the hill, near the head 
of the bridge. He was charged to defend that pass, and to destroy the bridge on the approach of the enemy; for 
which purpose, scows and boats, with combustible materials, were placed under the bric ge, ready to explode. At 
this time the enemy was apparently advancing on the road to the bridge; but, shortly after, advice was received 
that he had turned off on the road towards Bladensburg, about six miles from that place. General Winder set off 
for Bladensburg, leaving Commodore Barney, with his seamen and marines, in charge of the bridge. 

It was soon observed that a very efficient part of the force had been left to destroy the Eastern Branch bridge, 
which could as well be done by half a dozen men, as by five hundred. The subject was discussed by the Presi- 
dent, Heads of Departments, and: Commodore Barney, which resulted in the order for his immediate and. rapid 
march, to join the army near Bladensburg, which he reached just in time to form his men for battle. Captain 
Creighton was left in charge of the bridge, to destroy it on the near approach of the enemy: 

I here presented, for consideration, the subject of the navy yard, to the view of the President and Secretary of 
War, in the presence of the Secretaries of State and of the “ —e I described the situation of the public ves- 
sels, and the nature of the public property, at that establishment; the vast importance of the supplies, and of the 
shipping, to the enemy, particularly as there appeared to be no doubt of his squadron forming a junction with his 
army, should it succeed in the conquest of the capital; (General Winder having distinctly stated on the same 
apie that Fort Washington could not be defended:) and as, in this event, nothing could be more clear than that 
he would first plunder, and then destroy the buildings and improvements, or, if unable to carry off the plunder 


and the shipping, he would destroy the whole; and if the junction should be formed, it would be a strong induce- 
ment to the enemy to remain, in order to launch the new frigate, which the force at his command would accom- 
plish in four or five days, He would then carry off the whole of the public stores and shipping, and destroy the 
establishment, and, in the mean time, greatly extend the field of his plunder and devastation. Thus, in either 
case, whether the junction was formed, or whether the army alone entered the city, the loss or destruction of the 
fe of the public property at the navy yard was certain. 
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It was, therefore, distinctly agreed.and determined, as the result of this consultation, that the public shipping, 
and naval and military stores, and provisions at the navy yard, should be destroyed, in the event of the enemy’s 
obtaining possession of the city. pe 

I went to the navy yard about two o’clock, and ordered the commandant to prepare the necessary trains for the 
destruction of the public shipping, and of the naval and military stores, and provisions, in the navy yard, and to 
destroy the same, so soon as he should ascertain that the enemy had taken possession of the city; first removing such 
articles of most value, as might be found practicable, particularly the new barges, if possible, and then retire m his 

Subsequent events prove the justness of these conclusions, if, indeed, further evidence had been at all wanting. ° 

The only /egitimate objects of the enterprise of the enemy to this place, were the public shipping and the naval 
and military establishments; and none can believe that these would have escaped the torch of the destroyer of our 
civil edifices, of private rope-walks, and every thing in the most remote degree connected with navigation; but, 
above all, with the American navy. . 

The order for the destruction of the public shipping and property at the navy yard was not issued without serious 
deliberation and great pain by him, under whose auspices and direction those noble ships had been constructed, and 
a degree of activity, usefulness, and reputation, imparted to the establishment, which it had never known before. . 
It was given under the strongest obligations of duty. It is conceived that no military maxim is better established, 
nor duty better understood, than that which enjoins the destruction of public ships, arsenals, naval and military 
stores, and provisions, when they can be no longer defended, or prevented from falling into the hands of the enemy; 
and that this duty becomes the more imperative, as the ratio of the value of the objects is enhanced to the enemy. 
To defend the shipping or navy yard was out of the questions all the mechanics and laborers of the yard, as well as 
all the seamen pe marines in the District, were with the army. j : 

The commandant of the navy yard is a captain in the navy; the vessels and property were under his charge and 
command; and if no special order from the Department had been issued, and he had_ suffered the Se 
and property to have fallen into the hands of the enemy, he would have committed a high military crime, for which 
he would have been amenable before a court martial. ‘The objects which it was proper to destroy, in order to pre- 
vent their falling into the hands of the enemy, could not be separated from those which might have been left for his 
destruction. ‘They were in store, or in the midst of other combustible materials, and the fire from one would ne- 
cessarily communicate to the other. Indeed, the whole surface of the yard was covered with ships, timber, pitch, 
os — other combustible matter, so that to set fire to any one object, must produce the successive conflagration of 
the whole. ; 

On returning from the navy yard, towards the western part of the city, I learned that our army had retreated 
by the road to ‘Tenlytown, and that of the enemy was rapidly advancing towards the city. I soon after received 
a message from the President, by Mr. Tench Ringgold, at Mr. Charles Carroll’s, informing me that he had pro- 
ceeded to cross the river, and requested that [ would follow and meet him on the other side. :; 

I returned to the city on the morning of the 28th, immediately on heating of the retreat of the enemy, and wrote 
the letter O te Commodore Rodgers. ee 

The paper P is a copy of the detailed report of the commandant of the navy yard, of the manner in which he 
carried into execution the order I had given. F : 

The barge he states to have been saved was sent to Alexandria, and, it appears, remained there until the enemy 
took possession of her. 

One gun boat was sunk near Foxall’s, laden with salted provisions, and has since been recovered. ‘The other was 
iaden with provisions and gunpowder, but ran aground in the Eastern Branch, in attempting to transport her to the 
Little Falls, and was plundered by the inhabitants near the navy yard; the powder and part of the provisions have 
since been recovered. | 

‘rhe new schooner Lynx escaped the flames in an extraordinary manner, and: remains entire. 

The metallic articles have nearly all been saved, including a vast quantity of iron work, which, with little labor, 
will answer the original purpose. 

bin timber that was in the dock is saved; and a great deal of that which was partially consumed, will still be 
useful. ‘ 

Almost the whole of the machinery of the steam engine is reported to be in good condition; the boiler is perfect. 

The buildings, with the exception of the houses of the commandant and lieutenant of the yard, the guard-houses, 
and gateway, and one other building, have been destroyed. ‘The walls of some appear to be entire, and but little 
injured; of others they are destro ed. 

‘The monument was but slightly injured. , 

Paper Q is a list of the cannon remaining perfect in the yard, and of those which were injured by the enemy. . 

The issuing store of the yard, and its contents, which had escaped the original conflagration, were totally 
destroyed by the enemy. ' 

Orders have been issued to the officers of the yard to prepare their statements and estimates of the value of the 
public property destroyed, which shall be furnished as soon as possible. 

With the circumstances attending the abandonment and destruction of Fort Washington, and the fate of Alex- 
andria, I am no otherwise acquainted than by the accounts which have been published. 

After the capitulation of Alexandria to the enemy’s squadron, a considerable force, in seamen, was ordered from 
Baltimore, (see letter R) under the-command of Commodore Rodgers, with Captains Porter, Perry, and Creighton. 
The former attacked and annoyed the enemy in his rear, in boats and with fire vessels, whilst the other com- 
manders planted their batteries on White House Point and Indian Head. 

‘Those measures precipitated the departure of the enemy, and greatly annoyed him in descending the river; but 
there was not time sufficient to prepare the means to render that annoyance effectual. All that the limited means - 
employed could possibly effect, was accomplished, by the gallantry, skill, and patriotism, of those distinguished offi- 
cers, and the brave seamen, marines, and volunteers, under their command. 

‘The measures pursued by this Department, in order to co-operate in.the defence of the metropolis, were not, in 
their nature, strictly sanctioned by the regulations and usages of the naval service, but were adopted with an ardent 
desire that they might prove effectual; with a certain knowledge that the zeal and patriotism of the naval corps 
would induce them to seek the enemy, with equal vigor and cheerfulness, in the field as on the main; and a convic- 
tion that the emergency fully justified any step which could contribute to the defence of the national capital. 

Whether more or less has been done than duty required, is cheerfully and respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
. W. JONES. 


The Hon. Ricnarn M. Jonnson, Chairman, §c. 


3 Navy Yarp, Wasnincton, October 18, 1814. 
IR: 
On a review of the consequences which emanated from the retreat of our army, and the entrance of that of 
the enemy into this city, on the twenty-fourth August last, so far as relates to this establishment, I respectfully sub- 
mit the following general statement: , 

After receiving repeated contradictory reports; relative to the strength and position of the enemy, during the 
afternoon and evening of that day, at twenty minutes past eight, P. M. I received incontestable proot (by Captain 
Creighton, and Mr. M, Booth, my clerk, both of whom had been voluntarily active to obtain me positive informa- 


tion) that the enemy was in complete possession of ‘the city, having themselves been within the range of, and ex- 
posed to, the fire of his musketry. 
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The boats for our conveyance from the yard being stationed according to order, we immediately repaired down 


‘the yard, applying fire to the trains leading to the store houses, the principal of which were almost instantly in irre- 


sistible flames. ‘ 

Advancing towards the boats, those to the new frigate Essex,* and to the sloop of war Argus, were touched, and 
they also immediately enveloped in a sheet of inextinguishable fire. P 

From a momentary impulse, and faind hope of recovering the new schooner Lynx, I directed her not to be fired, 
and have the satisfaction to say, that, by an almost miraculous escape, she is still “ ours.” 

The frigate Essex’s hull, in the shipwright’s department, was very near complete, her bottom ready for copper- 
ing, and she could have been launched in ten days; her masts and spars were nearly finished, with timber sufficient 
on the wharf to complete them; all her blocks, dead-eyes, and the major part of her gun carriages, ready; two suits 
of her heavy sails, and nearly the same quantity of her others, were finished in the sail loft, ready for bending: her 
standing rigging, &c. fitted in the rigging loft, and sufficient running rigging in store for her complete equipment; 
her largest boats nearly-ready for launching; all her water casks, oe every material of eooper’s work, ready to go 


on board. 
The sloop of war Argus lay at the wharf, with all her armament and equipment on board, except her sails, which 
were in the sail loft, and her provisions in the stores, and therein consumed; and except her powder, which had not 


* been shipped. a 
A large quantity of timber, plank, knees, &c. were in different parts of the yard, and the seventy-four gun ship 


timber, stored in the appropriate sheds, all fell a prey to the devouring element; also one large and one smaller row 
galley, both armed, rigged, and prepared for service; and three heavy armed scows, with their guns, &c. on board, 


zlso ready. 

The Sailings destroyed by the fire from the frigate, &c. were, the masi shed and timber shed; the joiners’ and 
boat builders’ shops, and mould loft; all the offices; the medical store; the plumbers’ and smiths’ shops, and block- 
makers’ shop; the saw mill and block mill, with their whole apparatus, tools, and machinery; the building for the 
steam engines, and all the combustible parts of its machinery and materials; the rigging loft; the apartments for the 
master and the boatswain of the yard, with all their furnitures; the gun-carriage makers’ and painters’ shops, with 
all the materials and tools therein at the time; also, the hulls of the old frigates Boston, New York, and Genera! 


Greene. 
The storehouses first fired were the provision stores, gunner’s and ordnance store, cordage store, and sail lofts 


which, with all their perishable contents, were consumed. 

The navy storekeeper’s detail issuing store, containing, in its different departments, a large quantity of. new 
canvass, twine, lines, bunting, and colors; together with all our stocks of mathematical instruments, and nautical 
apparatus, appertaining to navigation; ship chandlery, tools, nails, oils, paints, &c. had escaped through the night 


the effect of the fire, but was fired by the enemy on the succeeding morning, the twenty-fifth, and entirely con- 
sumed, with all its contents; as were also the coopers’ shop, two small frame timber sheds, and that in which our 


tar, pitch, rosin, &c. were deposited. 

The general loss of our papers prevents the possibility of forming a just estimate of the loss in the mechanica! 
departments heretofore enumerated. Of that relative to the stores on hand, in the navy storekeeper’s peculiar charge, 
it is presumed a tolerable accurate estimate may be formed, and will be the subject of a future communication, 
which shall be transmitted as soon as it is pussible to effect. 

On my return to the yard on the twenty-sixth, I had the mortification to observe, that the provisions which had 
been laded on board the old gunboat, No. 140, (and with which she had grounded in endeavoring to get out of the 
branch, on the twenty-fourth) had become a prey to numerous unauthorized persons, some ef whom, however, in- 
stantly offered to deliver up all in their possession, which was subsequently done, but several barrels are yet to be 


accounted for. 

A subject of still greater regret is the loss of upwards of two -hundred barrels of powder, which were wantonly 
and unauthorizedly taken out of the magazine, and chiefly thrown into the water, the cause’of which, however, being 
under investigation by a court martial, on the corporal of the marine guard then there, | forbear to enlarge on the 


subject as my feelings would dictate. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
, THOMAS TINGEY. 


Honorable Wittiam Jones. 
Navy Yarp, Wasninoton, 4ugust 27, 1814. 


Sir: 

After receiving your orders of the twenty-fourth, directing the public shipping, stores, &c. at this establish- 
ment to be destroyed, in case of the success of the enemy over our army, no time was lost in making the necessary 
arrangements for firing the whole, and preparing boats for departing from the yard, as you had suggested. 

About four P. M. I received a message by an officer, from the Secretary of War, with information that he 
** could protect me no longer.” Soon after this I was-informed that the conflagration of the Eastern Branch bridge 
had commenced; and, in a few minutes, the explosion announced the blowing up of that part near the “* draw,” as 


had been arranged in the morning. ; ai 
1, as much as in my power, among the inhabitants of the vicinity, the intended fate of the 


It had been promulgatec ng the t he int 
yard, in order that they might take every possible precaution for the safety of themselves, families, and property. 


Immediately several individuals came, in succession, endeavoring to prevail on me to deviate from my instruc- 
tions, which they were invariably informed was unavailing, unless they could bring me your instructions in writing, 
countermanding those previously given. A deputation also of the most respectable women came on the same errand, 
when I found myself painfully necessitated to inform them, that any further importunities would cause the matches 
applied to the trains: with assurance, however, that, if left at peace, 1 would delay the execution of 


to be instantl , how . t ; [ t 
lens as I could feel the least shadow of justification. Captain Creighton’s arrival at the yard, with the 
ustified me in instant opera - 


the orders as L 
men who had been with him at the bridge, (probably about five o’olock) would have ; 
tion, but he also was strenuous in the desire to obviate the intended destruction, and volunteered to ride out and 
gain me positive information as to the position of the enemy, under the hope that our army might have rallied and 
repulsed them. I was myself, indeed, desirous of delay, for the reason that the wind was then blowing fresh from 
the south southwest, which would most probably have caused the destruction of all the private papery north and 
east of the yard, in its neighborhood. I was of opinion, also, that the close of the evening would bring with it a 
calm, in which happily we were not disappointed. Other gentlemen, well mounted, volunteered, as Captain Creigh- 
ton had done, to go out and bring me positive intelligence of the enemy’s situation, if possible to obtain it. _ 
The evening came, and [ waited with much anxiety the return of a Creighton, having almost continual in- 
formation that, the enemy were in the neighborhood of the marine barracks; at the Capitol Hill; and that their * ad- 
vance” was near Georgetown. I therefore determined to wait only until half past eight o’clock, to commence the 


execution of my orders, becoming apprehensive that Captain Creighton had, from his long stay, fallen intothe hands of 
j rsons who were then near me, to go off in one 


th my. During this delay I ordered a few marines, and other : c 
he om : J ‘ Colonel Wharton had been furnished with a light 


of the small galleys, which was done, and the boat is saved. _ ; I 

boat, with which he left the yard probably between seven and eight o’clock. At twenty minutes past eight Captain 

Creighton returned: he was still extremely averse to the destruction of the property, but-having. informed him that 

your orders to me were imperative, the proper disposition of the boats being made, the matches were applied, and 
he whole was in a state of irretrievable conflagration. 


in a few moments t 
* The Columbia, as designated in my report of the third instant, but called the Essex, by the commandant, upon the presump- 


tion that her name was to have been changed. 
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When about rm! the wharf I observed the fire had also commenced at the works at Greenleaf’s Point, and 
in the way out of the Branch we observed the capitol on fire. - It had been my intention not to leave the vicinity 
of the navy yard with my boat, during the night; but, having Captain Creighton and other gentlemen with me, she 
was too much encumbered and overladen to render that determination proper. We therefore proceeded to Alex- 
andria, in the vicinity of which [ rested till the morning of the 25th, when, having also refreshed the gig’s crew, we 
left Alexandria at half past seven o’clock, and proceeded again up to the yard, where [ landed, unmolested, about 
a quarter before mine. ; 

The schooner Lynx had laid along side the burning wharf, still unhurt; hoping, therefore, to save her, we haul- 
ed her to the quarter of the hulk of the New York, which had also escaped the ravages of. the lames. ‘The detail 
issuing store of. the Navy Storekeeper had remained safe from the fire during the night, which the enemy, (being 
in force in the yard) about eight o’clock, set fire to, and it was speedily consumed. — - 

It appeared that they had left the yard about half an hour when we arrived.. I found my dwelling house, and 
that of Ecoutenaiad Haradan, untouched by fire; but some of the people of the neighborhood had commer.ced plun- 
dering them; therefore, hastily céllecting a few persons known to me, I got some of my most valuable materials 
moved to neighbors’ houses, dut of the yard, who tendered me their offers to receive them; the enemy’s officer hav- 
ing declared private property sacred. Could I have staid another hour, | had probably saved all my furniture and 
stores; but being advised by some friends, that, I was not safe, they believing that the admiral was, by that time, or 
would very speedily be, informed of my being in the yard; he having expressed an anxious desire to make me cap- 
tives but had said that the officers’ dwellings in the yard should not be destroyed. , 

I, therefore, again embarked in the gig, taking along, out of the Branch, one of the new launches, which lay safe, 
although alongside of a floating stage enveloped in flames. I had no sooner gone than such a scene of devastation 
and plunder took place, in the houses, (by the people of the neighborhood) as is disgraceful to relate; not a move- 
able article from the cellars to the garrets has been left us, and even some of the fixtures, and the locks of the doors, 
have been shamefully pillaged. Some of the perpetrators, however, have been madé. known to me. 

From the number and movements of the enemy, it would have appeared rash temerity to have attempted return- 
ing again that day, though my inclination strongly urged it; therefore, reconnoitering their motions, as well as could 
be effected at a convenient distance, in the gig, until evening, I again proceeded to Alexandria for the night. 

Yesterday morning, the 26th, it was impossible to form (from the various and contradictory reports at Alexan- 
— any sort of probable conjecture, either of the proceedings or situation of our army, or that of the enemy. 

Determining, therefore, to have a positive knowledge of some part thereof, from ocular demonstration, I again 
embarked in the gig, proceeding with due caution to the yard, where I learned with chagrin the devastation and 
pillage before mentioned, and found, also, to my surprise, that the old gunboat, which had been loaded with provi- 
sions, and had grounded, in endeavoring to get out of the Branch, on the evening of the 24th, was nearly discharged 
of her cargo, by a number of our people, without connexion with each other. 

Having landed in the yard, I soon ascertained that the enemy had left the city, excepting only a sergeant’s guard, 
for the security of the sick and wounded.’ Finding it impracticable to stop the scene of plunder that had commenc- 
ed, I determined instantly on repossessing the yard, with-all the force at my command; repairing, therefore, imme- 
diately to Alexandria, Lieutenant Haradan, the ordinary men, and a few marines there, were ordered directly up, 
following myself, and got full possession again at evening. 

I am now collecting the scattered purloined provisions, ready for your orders, presuming they will now become 
very scarce indeed; the quantity saved, you shall be informed of, when known to me. 

The Lynx is safe, except her foremast being carried away, in the storm of the 25th, about four P.M. We have 
also another of the gunboats, with about one hundred barrels of powder, and one of ‘the large yard cutters, nearly 
full with the filled cylinders, for our different guns, previously mounted; the powder of those, however, is probably 
much wetted by the storm. I would most willingly have an interview with.you, but deem it improper to leave my 
station without some justifiable cause, or in pursuance of your instructions, under which [ am ready to proceed, 


wherever my services may be thought useful. ; 
I have the kenor to be, &c. 


: THOS. TINGEY. 
Honorable W: Jones. 


P. S. Sunday morning, 28th.—Atter terminating the foregoing, last evening, L had scarcely laid down my pen, 
when a smart catinonading commenced at, or from, Fort Washington; which continued from heavy cannon, until 
after seven o’clock, during which it appeared as if two or three severe explosions had taken place. No doubt that 
it was between the enemy’s frigates and the fort; but as to the result, I am entirely without information; nor have 
I at command the means of obtaining its the wind blowing too fresh up the river, for a light boat to make any pro- 
gress down. I shall hire sufficient hands, as soon as practicable, and collect all the materials unhurt by the fire; 


which shall: be suitably deposited and protected. 
Zt. 2. 


Farm at Evx Ringe, Jugust 29, 1814. 

SiR: 
‘ "This is the first moment [ have had it in my power to make a report of the proceedings of the forces under 
my command, since I had the honor of seeing you at the camp at the ‘‘ Old Fields.” On the afternoon. of that day, 
we were infermed that the enemy was advancing upon us. ‘he army was put under arms, and our positions taken; 
my forces on the right, flanked by the two battalions of the 36th and 38th, where we remained some hours; the ene- 
my did not make his appearance. A little before sunset, General Winder came to me, and recommended that the 
heavy artillery should be withdrawn, with the exception of one twelve pounder to cover the retreat. We took up 
our line of march; and, in the night, enteresl Washington, by the Eastern Branch bridge. I marched my men, &c. 
to the Marine barracks, and took up quarters for the night ; myself sleeping at Commodore Tingey’s, in the navy 
ard. About two o’clock General Winder came to my quarters; and we made some arrangements tor the morning. 
n the morning I received a note from Genera) Winder, and waited upon him: he requested me to take command, 
and place my artillery to defend the passage of the bridge, on the Eastern Branch, as the enemy was approaching 
the city in that direction. I immediately put my guns in position. leaving the marines and the rest of my men at 
the barracks, to wait further orders. I was in this situation when I had the honor to meet you, with the President 
and Heads of Departments; when it was determined I should draw off my guns and men, and proceed towards Bla- 
densburg, which was immediately put into execution; on our way, | was informed the enemy was within a mile of 
Bladensburg; we hurried on. The day was hot; and my men very much crippled from the severe marches we had 
experienced the days before; many of them being without shoes; which I had replaced that morning. I preceded 
the men; and when I arrived at the line, which separates the District from Maryland, the battle began. I sent an 
officer back to hurry on my men; they came up in a érot; we took our position on the rising. ground; put the pieces 
in battery; posted the marines, under Captain Miller; and the flotilla men, who were to act as infantry, under their 
own officers, on my right, to support the pieces; and waited the approach of theenemy. During this period the en- 
gagement continued, and the enemy advancing; our own army retreating before them, apparently in much disorder. 
At length the enemy made his appearance on the main road, in force, and in front of my. battery, and on seeing us, 
made a halt. 1 reserved our fire. ‘[n a few minutes the enemy again advanced, when I ordered an eighteen poun- 
der to be fired, which completely cleared the road; shortly after, a second and a third attempt was made, by the 
enemy, to come forward, but all were destroyed. ‘hey then crossed over into an open field, and attempted to flank 
our right; he was there met by three twelve pounders, the marines under Captain Miller, and my men, acting as 
infantry;. and again was totally cut up. By this time not a vestige of the American army remained, except a body 
of five or six hundred, posted on a height, on my right, from whom I expected much support, from their fine situa- 


tion. 
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The enemy from this period never appeared, in force, in front of us; they pushed forward their sharp shooters; 
one of which shot my horse under me; who fell dead between two of my guns. ‘The enemy, who had been kept in 
check by our fire, for nearly half an hour, now began to out-flank us'on the right: our guns were turned that way; 
he pushed up the hill, about two or three hundred, towards the corps of Americans stationed as above described; 
who, to my great mortification, made no resistance, giving a fire or two, and retired. In this situation we had the 
whole army of the enemy to contend with. Our ammunition was expended; and, unfortunately, the drivers of my 
ammunition wagons had gone off in the general panic. At this time, I received a severe wound in my thigh; Cap- 
iain Miller was wounded; Sailingmaster Warner killed; Acting Sailingmaster Martin killed; and Sailingmaster 
Martin wounded; but, to the honor of my officers and men, as fast as their companions and messmates fell at the 
guns, they were instantly replaced from the infantry. . ne 

Finding the enemy now, completely in our rear, and no means of defence, I gave orders to my officers and men 
to retire. Three of my officers assisted me to get off'a short distance, but the great loss of blood occasioned such a 
weakness that I was compelled to lie down. I requested my officers to leave me, which they obstinately refused; 
but, upon being ordered, they obeyed; one only remained. In a short time I observed a British soldier, and had 
him called, and directed him to seek an officer; in a few minutes an officer came, and, on learning who I was, 
brought General Ross and Adiniral Cockburn to me. ‘Those officers behaved to me with the most marked attention, 
respect, and politeness, had a surgeon brought, and my wound dressed immediately, Aftera few minutes’ conver- 
sation, the General informed me (after paying me a handsome compliment) that I was paroled, and at liberty to 
proceed to Washington or Bladensburg; as, also, Mr. Huffington, who had remained with me, offering me every 
assistaneé in his power, giving orders for a litter to be brought, in which I was carried to Bladensburg. Captain 
Wainwright, first Captain to Admiral Cochrane, remained with me, and behaved to me as if I was a brother. Dur- 
_ stay of the enemy at Bladensburg, 1 received every marked attention possible from the officers of the navy 
and army. 

My wend is deep, but I flatter myself not dangerous: the ball is not yet extracted. I fondly hope a few weeks 
will restore me to health, and that an exchange will take place, that I may resume my command, or any other that 
you and the President may think proper to honor me with. : 

Yours, respectfully, 
JOSHUA BARNEY. 

Hon. W. Jones. 


No. 10. 


LETTERS FROM GENERAL VAN NESS, DOCTOR CATLETT, AND JOHN LAW, ESQUIRE. 


General Vun Ness’s statement. 


Wasuinoton, November 23, 1814. 
SIR: 

To your request to me to “* report to the committee appointed to inquire into the causes which led to the suc- 
cess of the enemy against this city, &c. such information, facts, and views, as are in my power,” I would have an- 
Swered sooner, making such report, but for a very severe and protracted nervous attack, and a consequent. consi- 
derable accumulation of indispensable private business. In the narrative which [ have now the honor to transmit 
you, [ shall, from the very nature of the case, be drawn into an egotism, which, | trust, the committee will be good 
enough to excuse. 

In the campaign of 1813, we had a call from the War Department, produced by the approach of the enemy in 
the, Potomac, for a part of the militia of the District of Columbia, which was promptly attended to on our part; but, 
owing'to the great want of preparation by the Government, in respect to arms, ammunition, camp equipage, pro- 
visions, and the consequent delays and confusion, the troops would have been inadequate to an efficient resistance, 
until alter they had been out some days: that fact, and those circumstances, were then evident to all. The incom- 
petency of Fort Washington, on the East bank of the river, a few miles below Alexandria, and the necessity of its 
improvement, were then seen, and freely spoken of by Secretary Armstrong. Indeed, the importance and neces- 
sity of erecting a new fortification or battery, at some one of the several favorable sites on the river, so as com- 
pletely to shut out from the upper part of it, or repel, a hostile fleet, was strongly and repeatedly suggested and 
admitted by the Secretary. He frequently told me, then and afterwards, substatitially, that he had ** such a pro- 
ject, and was about to execute it; that he was only balancing between several different points which had been pro- 

osed or presented to his view, and he believed he must go down himself to reconnoitre and select.” After the 
apse of some time, not seeing or hearing of any step towards the execution of this project, 1 several times reminded 
him of it, and he, as often, still encouraged me, by words, to expect it, whilst he, generally otherwise, appeared 
rather indifferent, and expressed an opinion that the enemy would not come, or even seriously attempt to come, to 
this District. 

About the opening of the present campaign, I pressed again upon the Secretary the subject generally of our de- 
fence; suggesting, in addition to the occlusion of the river, the convenience and importance of a central camp, in- 
termediate between Baltimore, Annapolis, Washington, Alexandria, Georgetown, and the neighboring towns and 
country. And in frequent interviews, (in number, to be sure, very much increased by the importunate applications 
and solicitations to me, of both the civil and the military branches of the community, whose confidence in the Secre- 
tary appeared, at an early period, at best wavering, if not declining,) sometimes official, at other times not so, 
which if had with him, as the ot ay progressed, I did not fail to repeat the suggestion. I still received assur- 
ances, generally verbally, favorable, accompanied by an otherwise apparent indifference, and confidence in our se- 
curity. In April last, Colonel Clinch, with about one hundred men, (I believe recruits) arrived in this city, where 
he, with those troops, together with a few hundred who had been garrisoned through the winterat Greenleaf’s Point, 
remained encamped for a few weeks. This was the only force of a regular character, excepting a small marine 
corps attached to the navy yard, which I recollect had been at all stationary in the place; and even the greater part 
of that was here only at a season when there was nv actual danger, or even apprehension of it, and the whole was 
presently sent to the Northern frontiers. i 

Sometime in June last, the enemy appearing in or about the mouth of the Patuxent, the Secretary of War called 
on me for a detachment of militia. Several companies of light troops were immediately, in conformity with his in- 
structions, ordered and marched to that river. After a short period of service, and the departure of the enemy, 
they were discharged. ; . 

‘Thus had the campaign progressed, without any visible steps towards works of defence, either permanent or 
temporary, either on the fand, or the water side, (I never having heard of a = or an axe being struck in any such 
operation) or towards forming a rendezvous or camp of regular troops in the neighborhood, to the great anxiety, 
inquietude, and alarm, of the District and surrounding country; the Secretary generally treating with indifference, 
at least, if not with levity, the idea of an attack by the enemy. nA i 

When the conclusion of European hostilities, and the rumors and accounts of expeditions fitting out for this 
country by England, excited pore per more general and more serious than before, I again renewed the subject 
of our defence, and it was-still treated by him as before. I had occasionally, though seldom, introduced it person- 
ally to the President himself, who, without going much into particulars, referred me, panty. that subject, to 
the War Department, on which he seemed fully to rely for the proper arrangements. In my anxiety and solicitude, 
I also occasionally mentiened this business to Secretary Monroe, who always appeared to take a warm interest in 
it, and gave me strong assurances that he would do “ every thing that he could with propriety do.” At length, 
nothing visible having yet beeti done, and the danger being supperse constantly to increase, about the latter end of 
June, or beginning of July last, I inquired of Secretary Monroe whether it was the intention of Government to 
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abandon and sacrifice the District or not, adding, that if it were so, it would be well for us, at least, to know it. 
He answered me, that, so far from that, every inch of ground about it was determined to be contested, and the last 
drop of blood to be spilt in its defence. He said it was decided (I then understood, or inferred, that there had been 
a recent cabinet consultation on the subject) to form a camp of regular troops, say between two and three thousand, 
ata central position, such as I have before spoken of; who, together with the local troops, would constitute an ade- 
uate defence for the surrounding points, to either of which they might be promptly and conveniently drawn. When 
1 saw Secretary Armstrong again, soon afterwards, | expressed my satisfaction at what I had thus understood. He 
confirmed the information, and added that there would also be drawn from Carlisle, about two hundred cavalry, 
commanded by Colonel Lavall. In answer to my inquiry, when we might expect them, he said the troops were 
ordered on, and would begin to assemble in a few days’ time, and that orders had been given to procure horses for 
those of the cavalry corps who were not yet mounted. This period, however, elapsed without the arrival of any of 
them. ‘There appeared not to be taken into the calculation, a small detachment, or fragment or two, of a regiment 
or two of the regular army, who were in some part of the neighboring country, and who, at best, were supposed to 
be very inefficient. I afterwards, several times, reminded Secretary Armstrong of our disappointment, consider- 
ing the strong assurances given us, &c.; and I suggested the utility and propriety of ordering out our militia in suc- 
cessive or alternate detachments. I further informed him (which I was authorized to do, by the pressing, voluntary 
offers of many of my fellow-citizens) that both the citizens and troops of the District cf Columbia were ready and 
anxious to be made use of, in any way that the Government might prescribe or direct, for the public good. He con- 
tinued to tell me that the troops would soon be on. ‘To my inquiries about the cavalry, more than once, he replied 
that he had sent orders for purchasing horses to mount the corps, and that it would soon be here. Colonel Lavall 
did not, however, arrive here until a day or two after the enemy had landed at Benedict.* , 

Some time in July last, the Secretary of War told me that General Winder (who was in the neighborhood of the 
Patuxent) had informed him that the enemy were ascending that.river in force, and that he (General Winder) re- 
quired that as many of the militia of the District of Columbia as could be procured should be immediately sent to 
him; and the Secretary directed me to order out three companies to satisfy this call, which was immediately done. 
After having been in service nine days, they were discharged. 

A few weeks before the incursion of the enemy here, a project was originated among the banks, generally, of 
the District, to offer the Government a loan for its defence. ‘The Secretary was informed of it in its progress, and 
appeared to approve it, observing that the arrangement must be made with the Treasury Department. Although, 
owing to the necessity of some formalities at the offices, and the tedious delays in collecting the general sentiment 
of the different banks, as to certain arrangements and terms among themselves, this project was not matured until 
about a week before the capture of the city, the Secretary of War was before informed that the money would cer- 
tainly be raised. ‘This was done without any intimation or suggestion from any branch of the Government, of the 
want of means for an adequate defence, although I recollect the Secretary of War had, some time before, in a con- 
versation I introduced relative to the purchase of some more ground about Fort Washington, for an extension of the 
works, observed, substantially, that the proprietor asked too much for it, considering how poor the Government was, 
an< that, if we found it was really wanted in any pressing emergency, it would, of course, be taken and used. 

At length, in August last, when the increased and reinforced fleet, with the troops, ascended the Chesapeake, 
and were known, from authentic information, to have entered the Patuxent, [ called on Secretary Armstrong again, 
and expressed, as usual, my apprehensions, arising from want of means and preparations, adding that, from the 
known naval and_ reputed land force of the enemy, he probably meant to strike a serious blow. His reply was, 
** oh yes! by G—d, they would not come with such a fleet without meaning to strike somewhere, but they certainly 
will not come here; what the d—1 will they dohere,” &c. After remarking that I differed very much from him, as 
to the probable interest they felt in destroying or capturing our seat of Government, and that i believed a visit to 
this place would, for several reasons, be a favorite object with them, he observed, “‘ no, no! Baltimore is the place, 
sir; that is of so much more consequence.” 

The public confidence in the Secretary of War had, for some time, been evidently rapidly declining, and the 
frequent and unreserved expressions by individuals to thai effect, sometimes temperate, and sometimes otherwise, 
were really disagreeable and troublesome to me. ‘The President must, I presume, have been aware of the fact of 
this want or decline of confidence, as well from the ordinary sources of information, as from that which I have 
understood (from one of the members themselves) he received from a joint committee or deputation of the munici- 
pal authorities of the city and Georgetown, who had, sometime before, a formal interview with him, relative to the 
general state of the District. : 

On the 18th of August last, I furnished. Secretary Monroe, at his request, and by instructions of Secretary 
Armstrong, with two small troops of horse, to accompany him to the Patuxent. On the same day, General Win- 
der (after a conference with me, in which he was hesitating and undecided as to the force he might want from 
the District of Columbia, and in which I advised him, unequivocally, to call for all its militia) required my whole 
division of troops. They were accordingly immediatel eed out. Beginning to suspect, from circumsiances, 
that some difficulty might arise between General Winder and myself, on the score of command, and not meaning 
to create any not absolutely necessary, I determined not to raise the point until it should become certain that my 
troops were to go into actual operation. It soon became so, by the near and direct approach of the enemy to the 
city. I then called on General Winder, and, after observing to him that, all my troops being in service, I consi- 
dered myself so also, (as I was a part of, or inseparably connected with, the division). Linformed him that I 

should, of course, expect to take the command the law had assigned to me—of the whole—which I was prepared to 
do. He replied that I would certainly be entitled to the command, if I were really in service; and that he would, 
in such case, yield it to me cheerfully, and without hesitation: but he said he did not consider me necessarily in 
service, because the two brigades (which composed the whole) of my division had been required, and were in the 
field; and, inasmuch as this military district had been committed to him, he was compelled to retain the command, 
until he should be regularly notified by the Government that an officer of superior nr actually in service within 
the district. General Winder, in a conversation of some minutes between us, made a distinction (which I could 
not comprehend ) between calling or having fhe two brigades of my division in service, and calling or having the 
division itself, which consisted wholly of those two brigades. In support of this claim to the command of my di- 
vision, he instanced the case of General Smith, of Baltimore, who, although a considerable part of his troops were 
in requisition and service, had not claimed the command, although he said he had, at first, made some intimation 
to that effect. I observed, that General Smith’s conduct might be wernes by the circumstance of his whole divi- 
sion not being in service. I concluded my interview with Genera! Winder by informing him that I would imme- 
diately apply to the Secretary of War to determine the principal fact on which the case rested—whether I was or 
was not in service, and thus to decide the question between us, in which he appeared cordially to concur. Had 
there been as little confidence then in that gentleman’s generalship as there is now, my course would have been 
different. I accordingly instantly called on the Secretary of War, who expressly declared it was **an embarrass- 
ing case;” and, after some minutes’ general and indecisive conversation on the subject, concluded by assuring me 
that he would iinmediately state ic to the President for his decision, and would, without delay, advise me of the 
result. This was early in the morning of (1 think) Saturday, immediately preceding the Wednesday of the affair 
of Bladensburg. 

After leaving Secretary Armstrong, dissatisfied as [ was with the general tenor of his language and conduct, 
relative to the business, during the interview, I also called on the President, stating to him substantially the case, 
and adding. as [ had before done to both the other gentlemen, that, if it were the particular wish and determina- 
tion of the Executive (which I began to think not improbable) that General Winder should have the principal com- 


* Colonel Lavall has since informed me, that no effectual means were taken to mount his men, notwithstanding his frequent 
applications to the War Department for that purpose; and that, learning that the enemy was actually approaching us, he, on 
his own responsibility, adopted means for procuring horses, on the spur of the occasion, or he could not have been on at all for 
the particular service. 
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mand, in meeting the column of the enemy marching directly on the city from the Patuxent, that probably some 
separate station or command might be assigned me, as there were said 1o be other menaces and —— The 
President declined a decision until after the Secretary of War should have been consulted. I returned to my 
house, where I waited impatiently with my aids, Majors Brent and M’Kenny, who were ready and anxious to ac- 
company me to camp, until half after twelve o’clock; and, although, upon reflecting on what had passed between 
the Secretary, General Winder, and myself, I was suspicious that it was predetermined, and arranged or under- 
stood between them, that I was not to have the command, or, at least, that an attempt should be made to withhold 
it from me, still, not hearing from the Secretary, I sent a messenger to him requesting a decision. After detaining 
the servant about two hours, he sent me, by him, a written communication, giving me to understand that I was not 
considered in command or service. I determined not to attempt to create any discordance or schism at a moment 
of imminent peril, and when the cordial co-operation of all was so important; and, at the same time, whilst I held 
my commission of Major General, not being able to serve under General Winder, I instantly sent my resignation 
to the Secretary, taking an early opportunity of assuring General Winder that, although I felt the injury done me, 
there was nothing personal in my motive, and, further, offering and pledging myself to him for any service in my 
power, either civil or military, which the public exigencies might require.* I continued to see General Winder 
occasionally, as. before, and to be astonished at the —— sluggishness or procrastination in the preparation for 
the reception of the enemy, who was on his advance. I recollect well that, even after he had, according to authen- 
tic and undoubted information, ascended to the head of the ship navigation of the Patuxent, and had, for about 
twenty-four hours, been debarking on the hither bank of that river, and marching his troops to their encampment 
on the heights of Benedict, (about forty miles from this, on_the usual route) General Winder, in answer to an in- 
quiry of mine, whether he had ordered on any wean from Baltimore, and whether he thought they would be here 
in time, said that they were ordered on, and that all his fear was, that they would be here foo soon. Expressing to 
him my astonishment at the apprehension, he said he thought it very probable that the enemy would suddenly turn 
about, and make a blow at Baltimore. Having been surprised, for several days, at not having seen or heard of an 
actual attempt or movement towards throwing up works, of any description, in this vicinity, from behind which 
the enemy might be resisted with great advantage and effect, I proposed, at a meeting of our citizens, on the Satur- 
day evening (after I had resigned) next preceding the day of the affair at Bladensburg, that a committee should be 
appointed to wait on General W inder, and suggest to him the importance of some such works at Bladensburg, through 
which village the enemy would certainly pass; and, in case the General should approve the proposition, to request 
him to assign an engineer or officer to prescribe or superintend the work, the citizens furnishing the laborers, &c. 
gratis. A committee accordingly waited on him: he approved the idea, assigned or procured Colonel Wadsworth, 
of the ordnance department, to locate, superintend, &c. and, according to that officer’s project and directions, 
(after having reconnoitered nearly a day, an operation in which, at his request, I accompanied him) were the works 
pep by the citizens, although, to the universal astonishment, not a man occupied, during the action, the prin- 
cipal one; and most advantageous parts of the ground, also, which had been reconnoitered, (and where the enemy 
might have been cut up and slain by hundreds) were not even occupied by our troops! Owing to accident and 
misinformation, | was not in the commencement of the action; but the whole scene, during my advance towards 
the right front, where Commodore Barney, with his men and the marine corps, did themselves so much honor, 
whiist I continued there, and afterwards, in retiring from one point to another as far as Georgetown, contained dis- 
gusting and inglorious circumstances. How what was called the first line of our troops, on their left, generally, 
was formed, I do not know. In that part of the field on which I moved, and afterwards, during the retreat, I 
could discover or learn nothing like a system or an order of battle, of retreat, or of rallying, or reforming; and se- 
veral of the officers of the militia of the city and Georgetown, (General W. Smith’s brigade) whom I met with in 
the course of the affair, (and who, with their men, were generally in good order, and deeply — the want of 
opportunity to act efficiently) appeared, in this respect, to be in the same predicament with myself. 

A cardinal error in this whole business was, in my opinion, that the great body or mass of the Baltimore forcet 
was not ordered on this way so soon as the direction of the enemy’s movement was ascertained, with instructions, 
whilst they (the Baltimore force) were advancing, always to keep themselves between Baltimore and the enemy, 
so that they might, and would, have been ready, as the two branches of our army and the enemy approached each 
other, always to co-operate, either before or after a junction, with the troops assembling here, (who would, of course, 
have followed the enemy had he wheeled towards ae in case of an attempt either on this place or Balti- 
more; and thus an overwhelming and operative force would have been collected. Another very great error, I think, 
was, that the enemy were suffered undisturbedly to encamp on the heights of Benedict, where the local circumstan- 
ces are well calculated for resistance, and to advance from thence to Bladensburg, without having been harassed 
or annoyed in their progress; this was probably, in part, and perhaps principally, owing to the want of a central 
camp, and, generally, of means and preparations, on our part, when the enemy landed. 

Another error was, that our men were, for a short period before the action, unnecessarily harassed and worn 
down by fatiguing and ill-timed marches; which, in addition to the fatigue many of them underwent from running, 
as it were, from their homes (from which they were hurried and dragged at the moment, instead of having been or- 
dered out in proper season) to this city, almost exhausted them. Another, a want of attention and promptness in 
having the reinforcements, as they arrived in the city, supplied with arms, ammunition, provisions, ke. and in ac- 
customing them to the familiar use of the former. Another, that the enemy were suffered to advance too far, even 
at Bladensburg, before they were met; owing, doubtless, to the absence of our troops, who had been encamped the 
preceding night within about three or four miles only of the field of battle. Another, a want of the most advantage- 
ous order or arrangement in the battle itself; one of the causes of which doubtless was, that the enemy were suf- 
fered really to anticipate us in the occupation of the ground intended for ourselves. Another, the evident want of 
a concerted plan of retreat to, or rallying at, some one or more of the advantageous positions between the battle 

round and the capitol. Another, a premature order (as generally understood) of retreat. Another, that a respecta- 
ble body of apparently excellent troops, (the Fairfax regiment of militia) who had been in the city since a late period 
of the preceding day, were not in the action. lL understand, from a gentleman who was present, that, early in the 
evening of the preceding day, after the arrival of those troops in the city, their commander made application to the 
Secretary of War, for arms and ammunition for them; and that, owing to objections made by the Secretary, he did 
not obtain them until the morning, which probably was a principal cause of his detention from the engagement. 
Another error, I think, was, that General Young’s —— of Alexandria, which was encamped on the east side of 
the Potomac, opposite to Alexandria, within a few miles of the Eastern Branch bridge, was not sent for immedi- 
ately (if not before) when it was ascertained that the enemy was rapidly approaching Bladensburg. If this had been 
done, General Young might either have marched towards that place by the road South of the Eastern Branch, where 
he might have distracted and annoyed the enemy in flank or rear, or he might, (crossing the Eastern Branch bridge) 
if he could not have reached the field of battle, have met our retreating troops at some point in the city, and might 
thus have been very instrumental in restoring the fortune of the day; and in either case, he might, in a few hours’ 
time, have returned to his former station: whereas, he remained, in obedience to an order (as he has himself informed 
me) that day given by the Secretary of War, at his position, not anenemy near him, or in sight, whilst his men dis 
tinctly heard the affcir at Bladensburg, and were mortified at their absence from it. Another error was, that the 
woods, fences, ravines, &c. by the sides of the turnpike road were not lined with our light troops, to annoy the 
enemy in his advance from the battle ground. At all events, on the rising ground southwest of the turnpike gate, 
if not before, our troops ought to have made.another stand. By the extraordinary exertions of private gentlemen, 
as well as officers, and by the opportune arrival at this favorable spot of the Fairfax troops, (I think about six hun- 
dred) who had not yet been engaged, a body of about ten or twelve hundred men was already formed, including 
several pieces of artillery, well planted, and their number was rapidly increasing, by the rallying of fugitives, the 


*Annexed are copies of my resignation, a subsequent letter from the War Department, and my answer thereto. 
+ A part only of the Baltimore force came this way. 
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arrival of fresh troops, &c.; and I am confident that, had they remained there, (in a position as well covering the 
navy yard as the city generally) the British would not have advanced that night, they being at least two or three 
miles off, wearied, and, partial rf severely handled; and, by the morning, such advantages of system, arrangement, 
rest, increase of numbers, con dence, &c. might have been improved by us, as would have led to the discomfiture 
and defeat of the enemy; but, unfortunately, even from here those troops were ordered to retreat towards the Capitul 
Square, and thence to a more distant place; against both of which movements I took the liberty, at the time, of re- 
monstrating to General Winder. Another unfortunate error was, that our troops, after it was determined to aban- 
don the city itself, were not halted on some of the commanding heights around it, from which they might constantly 
have operated with effect, either by detachment, or otherwise, on the enemy, during his continuance here: and from 
which, if it had become necessary to retire, we might, at all times, have retired with safety. Another error was. 
that a considerable and unnecessary number of wagons and carts were in the field, or its immediate vicinity, from 
which, at an early period of the engagement, they fied, and in their flight contributed much to the dismay and cot- 
fusion of the day. Another error was, that the enemy was not pursued and annoyed, in his precipitate departure 
to his ships. Many of those errors, doubtless, arose from the want of correct information relative to the enemy; 
which, in itself, was an extraordinary circumstance, as, for some days before they (the enemy) entered the city. 
there were several hundred cavalry among our troops. Many of the evils of the day also, unquestionably, arose 
from the rawness of a considerable part of our militia force; indeed, considering what the description of the great 
mass of our troops was, and that they had to contend with about an equal number of veterans, nothing but judicious 
and skilful management, added to our decided superiority of artillery and cavalry, the native valor of our men. 
fighting'for all they held dear, and the local advantages within our reach, could have authorized the expectation of 
success. 

Although I cannot think the means we had on the spot were used to the best advantage, still I think General 
Winder was by no means furnished with sufficient or timely means; which I always considered it the special duty 
of the War Department to have attended to. 

From a certain degree of delicacy, sir, in my situation, as regards both the late Secretary of War and Genera! 
Winder, it is not without some reluctance that I have given the committee the above view; but, considering your 
call as imperative, and having always been of opinion that it was due to the American people that the facts and 
circumstances connected with the fall of the capital should be fully developed, I transmit it to you, after having 
necessarily prepared it in great haste. Possibly other circumstances relative to the subject may hereafter occur to 
me; should that be the case, I will take the liberty of communicating them. I presume, also, that I shall have the 
privilege hereafter of correcting any errors, either in form or substance, that may have crept into the statement. 


JOHN P. VAN NESS. 
Honorable R. M. Jounson, &c. 


City or WasuincTon, 4ugust 20, 1814. 
Str: 


Give me leave aoa to resign the command which I have for some time past had the honor to hold, as Major 
General of the militia of the District of Columbia. My commission would have been enclosed, had I been able to 
lay my hands upon it. A principal regret which I feel upon this occasion, is, that my resignation occurs at a mo- 
ment when I would have been happy to have been permitted to participate in the defence of my country, and parti- 
cularly of the District. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN P. VAN NESS. 
Honorable Joun Armstrone, Secretary of War. 


War Department, November 12, 1814. 


I am instructed to state, that your resignation of the command of the militia of this District, as Major General, 
has not been accepted, and that it would be satisfactory to the President that you should resume it. 

That you were not called into service with the troops of the District did not proceed from a want of respect for 
your merit, which is acknowledged, but from the impossibility of doing it, at the time, without displeasing the com- 
mander of the district, from which the most serious injury was apprehended, the enemy having just landed at Bene- 


dict, and being on his march for this city. Great confidence is entertained in your patriotism, zeal in support of the 


cause of your country, and fitness for the trust, regarding your comparative experience, with that of or of our 


tellow-citizens, in active service. I add, with pleasure, that your conduct, after presenting your resignation, and 


particularly at Bladensburg, after joining our troops as a volunteer on the preceding day, has increased these favor- 
able impressions. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


JAMES MONROE. 
Major General Joun P. Van Ness, City of Washington. 


: Wasuincton, November 14, 1814. 
Sir: 


On my return to the city, after a few days’ absence, I had the honor of receiving ; 
twelfth instant, advising me that my resignation of the command of the militia of this District, offered some time 
since, has not been accepted, and that it would be satisfactory to the President that [ should resume it. 

Injured as I felt by the treatment I received, in relation to my military command, I adopted, as a proper expres- 
sion of that feeling, what I considered the only course which, whilst it was just to myself. 


i i ic ; Y was not inconsistent with 
the public service—a course which I am gratified that my friends, both public and private, have universally approved. 


At the same time, sir, without at present hazarding an opinion, or going into any argument as to the sufficiency of 
the reason for disregarding my claim to the command, or to service, on the approach of the enemy to the metropo- 
lis, —— me to state, that I am perfectly satisfied that the President was actuated solely by a regard for the pub- 
lic good. 

For the general politeness of your letter, for acknowledging the correctness of my conduct subsequent to my re- 
signation, and particularly in the unfortunate affair at Bladensburg, although I have due sensibility, and fully ap- 
preciate the honor done me by the intimation of the President's wishes, it is out of my power to comply with them 
upon this occasion; which, I presume, cannot be regretted, inasmuch as other gentlemen, better qualified for the 
purpose, must be within the view of the Government. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


To the Hon. James Monrok, Esq. Secretary of War. 


our communication of the 


JOHN P. VAN NESS. 


Doctor Catlett’s statement. 
Sir: 
In compliance with your request, I will endeavor to make as concise and correct a statement of the circum- 
stances, which came within my view, of the late campaign in this neighborhood, as is in my power. 
On the evening of the 2ist, (being attached to the suite of General Winder, as staff surgeon) we were met by 
Colonel Monroe at the Woodyard, who had left Nottingham about sunset, where he saw the advance of the enemy 
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with theirbargesand small'vessels. Nextmorning Colonel Monroe, General Winder, and suite, proceeded down and 

met them within three or four miles of Nottingham. After taking such positions as would afford the best view of 
the enemy, and remaining under cover of the woods until they advanced within three or four hundred yards of us, 

those gentlemen retired with Colonel Lavall’s troop, which was also in advance, until we met an advanced detach- 

ment of our troops, about four or five hundred, which were immediately ordered to retreat to the main body at the 

Woodyard. Major Hite had been ordered to remain near the forks of the road, to observe whether the enemy took 

that leading to Marlborough, or the other we were on to the Woodyard. The country here, from the heights and 

fields, was admirably calculated to afford observations of the enemy. heir entire want of cavalry was observable, 

from their being none with their advance, to which we had been so near. Videttes were placed in our rear. General 

Winder proceeded towards the Woodyard: Colonel Monroe took a direction across the country towards Marlbo- 

rough; [ accompanied him. We soon (about twelve o’clock) began to hear the explosion and see the smoke from the 
flotilia. We were overtaken by some of the videttes, who stated that there were fifteen or twenty horsemen on our 

left, supposed to be of the enemy, attempting to cut us off. We immediately shaped our course towards the Wood- 

yard; met General Winder, who returned; passed a number of our troops, and, arriving at the Woodyard, found 
the main body moving off towards the Long Old Fields, where the army encamped in the evening. Next morning, 
23d, the President and all the Heads of Departments were in a, having (1 understood) come down that night. 

The President reviewed the troops, supposed about three thousand five hundred, having been joined at the Wood- 
yard by Commodore Barney’s men, and other corps, at this place. About two thousand five hundred Baltimore 
troops were at Bladensburg. This day an advanced detachment, I believe under the command of Major Peter, met 
the advance of the enemy in the neighborhood of Marlborough, some firing took place, and our troops retreated. 

General Winder was some miles over to the left, observing on the direct read from Marlborough to Bladensburg. 
Towards evening we returned to the Old Fields, and found our army advantageously posted to receive the enemy. 

A retreat was svon after ordered to this city, leaving some flour and whiskey destroyed on the camping ground. 
This night I slept within a mile of the field, and at daylight sent a man over in that direction to learn whether the 
enemy were there. He reported in the negative, and | went directly into the road and came on to the city, before 
eight o’clock, believing that the enemy could not reach Bladensburg until late in the day. The upper bridge was 
on fire, and the other prepared to be blown up as I crossed it. The first news I heard on entering the city, was 

that the enemy were within two and a half miles, coming towards the bridge, and there appeared to be a continual 
succession and industrious circulation of false reports and false alarms. ‘The enemy were pertinaciously represent- 
ed to be at least nine thousand, and many were disposed to believe their number greater, although several prisoners 
taken yesterday could only enumerate four regiments, and name but one General, and one Colonel, acting as 
Brigadier. 1 examined several myself, with all the address I could, and would certainly have risked my life upon 
their almost entire want of artillery and their want of cavalry. There appeared to be an impression with our troops, 
generally, that the enemy were much more formidable than appearances could justify. About 11 o’clock the main 
body of our troops moved off from near the Eastern Branch bridge towards Bladensburg, and, by a necessarily ex- 
traordinary effort, for men immediately from ship board, the British reached the opposite side of the village nearly 
at the same time with our troops, about 1 o’clock. They halted in front about twenty minutes, until their rear got 
up. Some officers were seen observing us from the opposite heights. ‘The two armies were about three fourths of 
a mile apart, pretty much in view of each other. ‘The posicon of our troops will be better described to you by 
others. A few minutes before the action commenced, by request of General Winder I delivered an order to Major 
Pinkney, in front, to take the most judicious position with his riflemen to protect the artillery at the battery, within 
two hundred yards of the Bladensburg bridge, and three or four hundred in advance of our first line. The enemy 
were now coming down a street in the village, in thick column. ‘This battery, of about seven pieces, commenced a 
destructive fire upon them, which immediately threw their advance out of the street, among the houses, but they 
were very soon crossing the bridge in great numbers, notwithstanding an additional cross fire from several pieces 
from our right. ‘They advanced with great steadiness towards the battery. The artillery retreated; the rifles re- 
ceived them handsomely, but soon retreated also. They began by firing a few rockets about the time that our fire 
commenced, which passed a considerable distance over our first line, immediately in the rear of which were the 
President, and several other gentlemen of the cabinet. It was suggested to them, I think by General Winder, to 
take a more respectful distance, and they did so. General Winder rode along the line, encouraging the men to 
disregard the rockets. ‘The enemy having carried the battery in front of us, began to flank irregularly, but a con 

siderable number, also, advancing directly upon this line, (through an orchard) which soon commenced a fire upon 
them, from an elevated position, and too soon after, before they came within point blank shot, retreated. They 
were, however, a number of them, easily rallied by another officer and myself; but on part of the line giving way, 
which had stood fast, further on the left, they all broke off again. The fire now became very hot in the centre, 
from our musketry and artillery: the musketry too distant, altheugh with great advantage of position, but the ar- 
tillery evidently with great execution. The musketry continually, and successively (without being rallied) retreat- 
ing as the enemy advanced upon them; and as soon as they closed up with Commodore Barney’s command, a gene - 
rai retreat took place, before they had reached a considerable portion of our infantry. Being in the rear, I observed 
that the enemy seemed to halt when the firing ceased, about a mile and a half on this side of Bladensburg; there was 
nothing like pursuit. When I got to Capitol Hill, there were no troops formed there. As I passed through the 
city, it was reported that the enemy were coming in from towards the race ground. I observed that it was false, 
and only intended to produce panic. The few citizens I saw at their houses, appeared as if resigned to meet-an 
awful fate. ‘The main body of our army were now retreating through Georgetown, where I met a deputation, the 
Mayor and several others, going out to meet the enemy. ‘They can best tell, but I do not think it probable that 
the enemy were advancing, or knew the extent of our retreat before this deputation met them, for I had seen them 
halting: and the next day, when I came in with a flag, to attend our wounded, I learned from some of their officers 
that they suspected our troops were still on the heights above Georgetown, though they were at Montgomery Court 
House, from which place General Winder had ordered me back to Bladensburg, with permission of the British 
commander, for the purpose mentioned. [| met the advance of the British army on Capitol Hill, supposed to be 
about seven hundred, and passed their main body, supposed about two thousand, on the hill this side the turnpike. 
They appeared to be preparing to move; had about forty miserable looking horses haltered up, ten or twelve carts 
and wagons, one ox cart, one coachee, and several gigs, which the officers were industriously assisting to tackle up, 


and which were immediately sent on to Bladensburg, to move off their wounded. A drove of sixty or seventy cat- 
g, the surgeons were ordered to select all the wounded 


tle preceded this cavalcade. On our arrival at Bladensbur w ( 
who could walk, (those with broken arms and the like) and send them off immediately. ‘The forty horses were 
mounted with such as could ride, the carts and wagons loaded, and ninety odd wounded left behind. I estimated 


their wounded at three or four hundred, besides forty or fifty left in this city. One of the British surgeons informed 
me they had buried that day about one hundred on the field; and the men who were sent out next day after the 
retreat of the enemy, to bury three or four Americans, reported that they also buried fifty or sixty red-coats, or 
British. 1 found at Bladensburg Commodore Barney, Captain Miller, of marines, and seventeen other Americans, 
badly wounded. 1 estimate our whole loss at ten or twelve killed on the field, and thirty odd wounded; though 
others, who had less opportunity of judging, estimate it at more than double. About midnight (being up all night) 
I heard the sound of a bugle, and was informed that the whole British army were passing through the lower end of 
the village. In the morning, early, 1 saw them still going off in small squads, and some stragglers were moving off 
till noon, about which time we learned that their main body were halted about eight miles on the road to Marlbo- 
rough. About sunset Captain Burd came down from Montgomery Court House, and informed Commodore Barney 
and myself, that our troops were marching on to Baltimore, and about the same time we were informed by several 
persons, that the British were within a few miles of Marlborough. “The Commodore expressed a wish that General 


Winder could be immediately informed of the certainty and manner of their retreat; and, not — able to find any 
ngaged Doctors Martin and M*Culloch to at- 


one else, to be depended on, to go for one hundred doilars, having e 
tend to our wounded until my return, with the advice of Commodore Barney, I set out, about dark, with one dra- 
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goon, and reached our camp, beyond Snell’s bridge, twenty sat miles, about one o’clock. The troops were in- 
tended, about this hour, to march on to Baltimore. General Winder was gone on; Generals Smith, Stansbury, and 
others, held a council on my information, and it was determined to send off (I think) the principal part of the caval - 
ry in pursuit of the enemy, immediately; the troops to remain until daylight, and the militia of the District of 
Columbia to return to the District. I have never been able to learn what cavalry were actually sent off, or the suc- 
cess of their enterprises. After this I was, and have ever since been, confined to the attendance of a hospital, and 
can relate little further from my own observation. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
HANSON CATLETT, 


Surgeon 1st Regiment Infantry. 


Respecting the condition of the enemy’s troops, I was informed by several of the British officers, that.jpst pre- 
vious to their reaching Bladensburg, (with excessive fatigue or entire exhaustion) they were dropping off in con- 
siderable numbers; that, in the action, it was only by the most extraordinary exertions that the main body could be 
goaded on. Although I observed some of their flankers at times advance on the run a small distance, these were 
said to be only the most active of their light companies of, and attached to, their 85th regiment, commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Thornton, acting as Brigadier; they appeared to me to halt, as if exhausted with fatigue, at or 
near the place where the firing ceased on our part, about a mile and a half on this side of Bladensburg, about two 
o’clock, P. M. Their advance, however, reached the capitol about dark or eight o’clock; the main body, I am in- 
formed, never came further than the height on this side the turnpike. You ask further for information as to their 
numbers. Although I had a better opportunity of observation after the battle than any other of our officers, I can- 
not pretend to state, with any degree of confidence, on this subject; but my estimate was, on Capitol Square, 700; 
Turnpike Hill, 2,000; wounded at Bladensburg, 300; attendants and guard, 300; wounded and attendants in the 
city, 60; and from information, killed at Bladensburg and city, 180; total, 3,540. However incorrect these esti- 
mates may be in the detail, they are corroborated, in the aggregate, by the best information I could get from the 
surgeons, sergeants, and men left in hospital. 


Respectfully, H CATLETT 


Mr. John Law’s statement. 
Wasuincton, November 10, 1814, 
Sir: 
in compliance with your request, I beg leave to submit to you the following statement of the movements and 
operations of the troops to whom I was attached, from the period of their march against the enemy, who had landed 
at Benedict, until their return on the 27th of August. ; 

On Friday, the 19th of August, the militia of this county were mustered near Mr. Ringgold’s rope-walk, and, on 
being dismissed, were ordered to equip and hold themselves in readiness to march the next morning. The second 
regiment, under Colonel Brent, accordingly assembled near the capitol; and, by nine o’clock, A. M., were prepar- 
ed to take up the line of march. About one o’clock, the first regiment, under Colonel Magruder, arrived at the 
Capitol Hill. Shortly after, the whole force, collected from this county, commenced its march; and, after proceed- 
ing about five miles from the Eastern Branch bridge, encamped ‘that night on the road to Upper Marborough. The 
next morning the troops were again mustered, and the articles of war read to them. About twelve o’clock, the 
detachment of marines, under the command of Captain Miller, passed our encampment with five pieces of artil- 
lery, and shortly after, our two regiments of militia again took up the line of march, and, after advancing about 
seven miles, encamped on a field belonging to the Woodyard estate. We here joined the regulars of the 36th and 
38th regiments. ‘The main body of the enemy stayed that night at or near Nottingham, having an advance party 
stationed at a church about three miles this side of that town. About one o’clock the same night, our troops were 
beat up and ordered to strike their tents; although the principal part of the force did not move until nine or ten 
o’clock the next morning. About sunrise the regulars, together with a small ,detachment of about three hundred 
men, consisting of Captain Peter’s company of artillery, Captain Stull’s rifle corps, and Captain Davidson’s light 
infantry, were sent in advance on the road to Nottingham. About nine or ten o’clock the same day, the remainder 
of our force marched bout a mile, to an elevated position near the dwelling house of Mrs. West, and remained 
there about two hours, under the expectation that the enemy would take that road on his way from Nottingham to 
Washington. It was, however, ascertained that the enemy had taken the road to Upper Marlborough, and that the 
detachment of our troops, who had been sent that morning in_advance, were retreating. All the troops were then 
ordered to retreat; and, instead of being marched towards Upper Marlborough, where the enemy remained that 
night, (waiting, it is presumed, to be joined by the detachment which had been sent against Commodore Barney’s 
flotilla) we were marched to the Battalion Old Fields, about eight miles distant from Upper Marlborough, and 
about the same distance from Washington. ‘The same day we were joined by the crews of Commodore Barney’s 
flotilla. On Tuesday, the 23d of August, the troops were drawn up in three or four lines, and reviewed by the 
President of the United States. The most contradictory reports prevailed at this time in our camp, respecting the 
strength and movements of the enemy. Our force at this place, from the best information I could collect, consist- 
ed of about four hundred horse, the flotilla men amounting to about four hundred and fifty, one hundred and ten 
marines, about four hundred regulars of the 36th and 38th regiments, and about eighteen hundred militia from 

Maryland and the county of Washington. ‘The militia of Alexandria county never joined us. About 12 o’clock 
the‘Same day, the detachment of three hundred militia, which had been sent on the day before, were again ordered 
to advance towards the enemy. They met him on his march, about six miles in advance of our encampment, but 
with so great a disparity of force, that it was impossible for them to make a stand. After Captain Stull’s rifle com- 
pany had fired about four rounds, the detachment was compelled to retreat, to prevent being surrounded by the 
enemy. About five o’clock, P. M., after having remained some time in line of battle, we were ordered to retreat 
to Washington, and, although our march on the retreat was extremely rapid, yet orders were occasionally given to 
the captains of companies to hurry on their men. The march, therefore, literally became a run of eight miles, and 
the propriety of this rapid movement, which unnecessarily fatigued and dispirited the men, may be tested by the 
fact, that the main body of the enemy divouacked that night on the Melwood estate, more than three miles distant 
from the ground we had left. 
On our arrival at the city, we encamped about half a mile from the Eastern Branch bridge. About midnight, 
a detachment of Captain Burch’s company, to which I was attached, was called up and ordered to move with three 
pieces of artillery to an eminence near the bridge, which was done. During the night, a boat, containing eight bar- 
rels of powder, was stationed underneath the bridge, under the charge of Mr. Forrest, of the navy, with orders to 
blow it up on the approach of the enemy. About sunrise, the remainder of our company joined us. We were 
shortly after ordered to pull down the rails of a neighboring fence, and place them on the bridge, in order that it 
might be ay ! burnt, in case the explosion of gunpowder should not succeed in preventing the enemy trom 
passing it. For the same purpose, the toll house was ordered to be pulled down, and the planks placed on the 
bridge. About ten o’clock the same day, our company was ordered to give up its position to Commodore Barney, 
who had a number of heavier guns with him, and who immediately after took possession of the eminence we had 
occupied. About eleven o’clock, we were ordered to march, and on arriving at the boundary line of the city, we 
halted a short time, until we were joined by the remainder of the troops, when we continued our march to Bladens- 
burg. At the distance of about a mile and a quarter from that town, the troops were halted, and shortly after 
Captain Burch, with three of his pieces of artillery, was ordered to advance and report himself to General Win- 
der. Captain Burch immediately advanced with three of his pieces; and, on reaching the left of the line of Balti- 
more militia, halted the men in the road, in order that he might look for General Winder and receive his orders. 
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At this time the advance of the British was just entering the outskirts of Bladensburg, and the arms of a large body 
of them were seen glittering in the sun, about a mile from the town. Finding that Captain Burch did not return 
as soon as might have been reasonably expected, and hearing that General Winder was a short distance from us, I 
marched our detachment of artillery towards the spot where he was, and, on coming up to him, inquired what posi- 
tion I should take with our artillery. He addressed me as Captain, and ordered me to place our pieces in battery 
on the left of the Baltimore line of infantry, which was immediately done. Shortly after he came up to us, and, 
again addressing me, said, ** When you retreat, take notice you must retreat by the Georgetown road;” at the same 
time he pointed to a road which led trom Digges’s mill into the country, and passed near the position we had taken. 
Captain Burch soon after joined us. ‘The time occupied in taking our position was sufficient to have enabled us. 
oa also the troops that marched from the city, to take | sition on the fields this side of Bladensburg. About 
a quarter of an hour after we had taken our position, the Baltimore artillery, which was posted in advance near the 
mill, (and shortly after, the Baltimore riflemen) commenced firing on the enemy. ‘the artillery fired about ten 
rounds, as far as I could judge, and then retreated, with some of the Baltimore riflemen, towards our left. A few 
scattering British soldiers were soon after visible in the orchard before us, and they appeared to be forming behind 
a barn, which was about three hundred and fifty yards from our guns. We immediately commenced our fire upon 
them; and, shortly after, General Winder came behind our guns, and ordered us to direct our shot at the barn. 
We had scarcely tired three rounds, when the line of the Baltimore militia began to break; several of the 5th Bal- 
timore regiment also fled. After we had fired about five rounds from our pieces, General Winder ordered us to 
retreat, in consequence, I presume, of the flight of the militia on our right. The British column had just then be- 
gan to advance from the barn. Not a man of our company had been touched by the fire of the enemy, and I thought 
that the battle was only then seriously commencing. After retreating about a hundred yards, we were again or- 
dered to unlimber our pieces; but this order was immediately after countermanded, and we were directed to con- 
tinue our retreat. Our ery were never after ordered into action; nor were we, at any time, told where to rally. 
The road, by which we had been directed to retreat, and by which the principal part of the Baltimore troops also 
retreated, forked, some miles from the battle ground, in three directions; one branch led by Rock Creek Church 
to Tenlytown and Montgomery Court House; another branch led to Georgetown; and the third to the city of Wash- 
ington. Each individual, on the retreat, took the road that suited his inclination. For myself, having been separated, 
together with several of Capt. Burch’s company, from our guns, which were before us, and presuming that the prin- 
cipal part of the force had gone to Washington, I took the road leading to this place. On arriving at the capitol, I 
understood that the | had been abandoned by our troops, without further struggle, to the enemy. Our forces en- 
camped that night at ‘enlytown, about three miles back of Georgetown. The next day they marched to Mont- 
gomery Court House; and, on the 26th of August, to Snell’s bridge, on the road to Baltimore, where I joined them, 
having never had it in 7 power before to do so. On Saturday, the 27th, the troops belonging to this District re- 
turned here. ‘The enemy left the city on the night of the 25th. 

From what I could discern of the line of the enemy’s march on his entrance into Bladensburg, before the battle. 
I conjectured that his force amounted to about five thousand men. I afterwards collected, from conversations with 
British prisoners, and from comparing together the several accounts they gave me, that it did not exceed four thou- 
sand four hundred men, including about one hundred or one hundred and fifty sailors, who were armed only with 
cutlasses. The enemy’s artillery consisted of one howitzer, and two small pee, drawn by men; and his whole 
force actually engaged in the battle did not exceed twelve hundred men, as I was informed by two British officers 
and some prisoners. Our force, on the other hand, consisted of the troops that were with us on the Battalion Old 
Felds, amounting, in my opinion, to about three thoysand one hundred and sixty men, together with about .two 
thousand troops from Baltimore, and about five hundred militia under Colonel Beall, who joined us on the field of 
battle. Our artillery consisted of eighteen six pounders, under Captains Peter, Burch, and Magruder, and two eigh- 
teen pounders and three twelves under Commodore Barney. ‘The enumeration which I have given of our troops 
may, in some instances, be incorrect, as it is merely the result of general observation and inquiry. I would beg 
leave further to state, that the distance between Benedict and Washington, by the way of Bladensburg, is at least 
fifty miles, and that the whole of the intervening country is admirably calculated for every species of military opera- 
tion. I shall refrain, sir, from expressing any opinion on the manner in which our force was conducted and employed: 
but, in justice to General Winder, I will add, that he evinced no deficiency of personal courage or military cool - 


ness during the action. ; 
With respect, I am, &c. JOHN LAW. 


No. 11, 
Reports from the Ordnance Department. 


Unrrep Srates’ Orpnance DeParTMENT, 


Wasuincton, November 28th, 1814. 
Sir: 
In addition to the information which I have had the honor to give to the committee of investigation upon the 
subject of the late invasion of this District by the enemy, I have to state: ; 

That I have perused letters recently written by Colonel D. Wadsworth to Daniel Carroll, Esq. of this District. 
respecting the burning of the Potomac bridge, and the destruction of the military stores deposited on the Virginia 
side thereof; which in substance contain a specific denial of either circumstance having taken place by his orders 
or advice. He explicitly states, that the latter was occasioned by the corporal or non-commissioned officer com- 
manding the quand, who, on the draws of the bridge having been broken by a violent tornado, and perceiving a body 
of the British ready to pass over, concluded the surest and best measure to prevent it, was to destroy, by fire, that 
end and part where he was posted; and that the other end, on the Washington side, was fired by the enemy. 

The military stores which had been placed at the end of the bridge were destroyed by the event of firing that 
end. 

I beg leave to'take this occasion to repeat what I had the honor to state to you verbally, that, having been person- 
ally conversant with Colonel Wadsworth on the evening of the day of the battle of Bladensburg, and on the subse- 
quent invasion of the city, the colonel at no time suggested to me (though the next officer in command) the necessity 
or expediency of firing the Potomac bridge; and I have, consequently, no belief that such was his intention or order. 

Lieutenant Baden, who was directed to post the guard at the Virginia end of the bridge, and for the protection 
of the military stores, unequivocally and explicitly denies having given any similar order, 

I beg leave to transmit here a more particular account of the stores furnished to Fort Washington; rendered, 
however, by the late decision of a court martial, less necessary than before. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN MORTON, 
Capiain and Deputy Commissary, acting for the Commissary General. 
Hon. Col. R. M. Jounson. 


Orpnance Department, WasuincTon, October 21, 1814. 
Sir: , 
In the absence of the Commissary General, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to this 
department, of the 15th current, requesting,,in behalf of the committee of which you are chairman, “all the infor- 
mation in its power on the subject of their inquiry; more especially to state what was the quantity and situation of 
the munitions of war within the District of Columbia, previous to, and at the time of, the invasion of the enemy in 


his recent enterprises against this metropolis.” 
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The hurry with which many of those munitions were distributed, previous to, and at the time of, the invasion, 
and the dispersion and loss of some papers which gave some details thereof, necessarily render the reports from the 
several persons having charge of them, somewhat imperfect, and will render it difficult to give from this department 
more than (as follows) a general statement. This statement, however, will be substantially correct; and will, per- 
haps, tend to answer or satisfy the committee on the leading objects of the inquiry made of this office. oN 

Presuming that the expression, “ munitions of war,”’ was intended to include the ordnance within the District, | 
shall commence therewith, by stating, that there were, at the period alluded to, the following mounted cannon, viz: 


Eight 24 pounders, cannon, mounted on garrison carriages, and forming the battery, Greenleat’s Point. 


One 50 ditto, columbiad, do. do. do. do. 
One 18 ditto, do. do. do do. do. 
Two 18 pounders, cannon, complete for the field, on travelling carriages, 

Five 12 ditto, do. do. do. do. 

Six 6 ditto, do. do. do. clo. 

Three 24 howitzers, do. do. do. ilo. 


These last were in charge at the United States’ arsenal, Greenleaf’s Point; but occasionally distributed previous 
to the actual invasion of the city, as ordered; for instance, two eighteen pounders, on travelling carriages, were 
placed in front of the capitol, for its defence; two twelve pounders in front of the President’s House, and two near 
the General Post Office, for the same purposes. . 

In addition to the foregoing, there were twelve six pounders, field artillery, furnished by the order of the late 
Secretary of War, to, | in fhe service of, the District corps of artillery; and two twelve pounders loaned to the 
marine corps of the United States. ; ~ 

The number of field artillery attached to the brigade of Alexandria, is not known to me; but it is presumed to 
have been four or six pieces. ‘ f 

Of ordnance stores, there were on hand at the United States’ laboratory. exclusive, of course, of what had before 
been distributed, viz: } 

140 bbls. (14,000 lbs.) gun powder of different kinds, 
5 tons lead, 
7,180 cannon cartridges, filled and empty (the empty are soon filled. ) 
8,650 rounds of round grape and canister shot. 
150 ten inch shells, with other stores of ordinary consumption, or expenditure, too numerous to detail. 
In the military store and laboratory, viz: 


Stands of arms complete, : - - - a" . ° - 2,993" 
Cartridge boxes and belts, - - - ° . ° . - 1,595 
Bayonet scabbards and belts, - - - - ° ° . - 2,584 
Flints, - - - - - - - - - 13,700 
Musket cartridges of different kinds (single ball, and ball and buck shot.) - - - 271,000 


The foregoing were on hand immediately preceding the invasion, after considerable distributions had been occa- 
sionally made to the regular troops and the militia, employed in different situations or parts of this section of the 
country; and equal, it is believed by me, to all their requisitions. 

Of rifles it was impossible, though every exertion was made by this department, to procure a seasonable supply. 

What is here offered to the honorable committee embraces, perhaps, all which is expected from this department; 
but, ifany additional objects of inquiry should occur, the undersigned will hold himself in readiness toffurnish, either 
personally or in So See may be required and remain further within his means of information. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN MORTON, 


Deputy Commissary United States’? Ordnance. 
Hon. Col. R. M. Jonnson. 


Orpnance Department, November 4, 1814. 
Sir: 
In compliance with your verbal request, I have the honor to state to you that, by an ordnance return, bear- 
ing date the 30th June, ultimo, received at this office, there were at Fort Washington, on the Potomac— 
Two 32 pounders on fixed carriages (cannon. ) 
Eight 24 pounders do. do. 
‘'wo 50 pounders (columbiads) on fixed carriages, do. 
Three 6 pounders on travelling carriages, do. 
Of ordnance stores there were— 
132 rounds, 32 pounders, round shot. 
432 do. 24pounders, do. 





564 round shot. 


99 flannel cartridges, 32 pounders, filled. 


86 do. 24 pounders, do. 
88 do. 32 pounders, empty. 
405 do. 24 pounders, soon filled. 


44 paper cartridges, 32 pounders, empty. 
177 do. 24 pounders, do. 


899 cartridges, filled and empty. 


3,100 pounds cannon powder. 
246 pounds musket powder. 
100 musket cartridges. 
291 pounds lead. 
200 pounds junk. 
137 musket balls. 

31 stand small avms. 
From the 30th June to August 27, there were furnished at Fort Washington the following: 

Four 18 pounders (columbiads) July 16. 
Forty-eight stands of arms, complete. 
117 rounds ammunition for 18 pounders, columbiads. 


205 do. 18 pounders, cannon. 

48 do. 18 pounders, grape shot. 
200 do. 18 pounders, round shot. 
240 do. 6 pounders, strapped shot. 

60 do. 6 pounders, case shot. 

48 do. 18 pounders, case shot. 
232 tubes. 


34 portfires. 
33 pounds slow match. 
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The number of men stationed at Fort Washington is not precisely known at this office, but it is supposed by me 
not to have exceeded sixty. ; ; 

I regret that circumstances have delayed your receipt of this communication; but, as your former written request 
confined my report te the District, more time has been required to ascertain the facts here stated, (particularly the 
supplies since the 30th June) than would otherwise have occurred. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JNO. MORTON, 
Captain, and Dep. Com. United States’ Ordnance. 


Hon. Colonel Jonnson. 


Return of Fixed Ammunition and Ordnance Stores delivered to Fort Washington, in the month of August, 1814, 
previous to the 24th of that month. 
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: N. BADEN, Lieut. Com. at Greenleaf’s Point. 
Green.eaF’s Point, November 9, 1814. 
No. 12. 


Sentence of the Court Martial in relation to Captain ive and the correspondence between him and the Secretary 
of War. 


War Department, August 29, 1814. 


Sir: ; 
I send Captain Manigault with orders to receive your written or verbal report of the causes under which you 
left the post committed to your charge. In this you will state the orders under which you acted, and from whom 


received. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Captain Dyson, Corps of rtillery. 
Camp at Mason’s Istanp, August 29, 1814. 


Sir: 

I had the honor to receive your communication of the 29th instant. The orders received from Brigadier Ge- 
neral Winder, through Major Hite, verbally, on the 24th instant, were, in case I was oppressed by, or heard of, an 
enemy in my rear, to spike our guns, and make my escape over the river. ‘The enemy approached by water on the 
27th, and we had learnt on that day, through several channels, that the enemy had been reinforced at Benedict 
two thousand strong, and that they were on their march to co-operate with the fleet, in addition to the force which 
left the city. Under all these circumstances, the officers under my command were cousulted, and agreed it was 
best to abandon the fort, and effect a retreat. ‘The force under my command was thought not equal to a defence of 


the place. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
SAM. T. DYSON, Captain Corps of Artillery. 


Hon. Jonn Armstrone, Secretary of War, Washington. 


Heap Quarters, Tentu Mixirary District, Battimore, Nov. 17, 1814. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
At a general court martial, whereof Brigadier General Smith, of the militia of the District of Columbia, was 
president, which met at Washington city, and continued its sittings, by divers adjournments, until the 12th instant, 
Captain Samuel T. Dyson, of the United States’ corps of artillery, was tried on the following charges and specifi- 


cations: ; : 
Charge First. Violating the fifty-second article of the rules and articles for the government of the armies of 


the United States. ; 

Specification First. In that the said Samuel T. Dyson, being commanding officer of the United States’ Fort 
Washington, did, on or about the 27th of August, 1814, when an enemy was approaching said fort, misbehave him- 
self before the enemy, run away, and shamefully abandon the fort, post, and guard, which he then — there com- 


manded, and which it was his bounden duty to defend, and speak words inducing others to do the like. , 
Specification Second. In that the said Samuel T. )yson did, on or about the 27th day of August, aforesaid, at 


the post called Fort Washington, aforesaid, cast away and destroy his arms and ammunition, contrary to the said 
fifty-second article of the rules and articles of war, aforesaid, and to his duty as commanding officer. 
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Charge Second. Conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman. 

Specification First. In that the said Captain Samuel T. Dyson, being commanding officer of the United States’ 
fort and garrison, at a place called Fort Washington, did, on or about the 27th day of August, 1814, misbehave hin:- 
self, by dismantling and destroying said fort, which it was his bounden duty to preserve and defend. : 

a, Second. In that the said Captain Samuel T’. Dyson did, on or about the 27th day of August, 
aforesaid, quit his post, called Fort Washington, without any attempt to defend the same; and, without any neces- 
sity therefor, from the presence of an enemy did march off the garrison of the same, in violation of his duty, and 
contrary to his orders. 

Specification Third. In that the said Captain Samuel T. net pony. on or about the 27th day of August, 1814, be- 
ing commanding officer of the garrison at Fort Washington, and an enemy being then in his vicinity, was so drunk 
and intoxicated, while on duty, that he abandoned and destroyed the fort whicli had been entrusted to his defence, 
and suffered the garrison of the same to disperse, without being pressed to the measure for the safety of himself and 


the garrison aforesaid. ; 
R. H. WINDER, Army Judge .Jdvocate. 


The court having heard all the evidence adduced, whether on the part of the prosecution or the defence, and 
after due deliberation thereon, pronounce the following sentence: ; ; 

On the first specification of the first charge, the court find that Captain Samuel T’. Dyson, of the United States’ 
corps of artillery, being commanding officer of the United States’ fort, Fort Washington, did, on or about the 27th 
day of August, 1814, when an enemy was approaching said fort, misbehave himself before the enemy, and shame- 
fully pen an the fort and post which he then and there commanded, and which it was his bounden duty to defend. 

he court find the said Captain Samuel T. Dyson guilty of the second specification of the first charge. 

The court find the said Captain Samuel T. Dyson guilty of the first charge. 

In like full and deliberate manner, the court took into consideration the second charge, and the three speci fica- 
tions attached to that charge. ; Neigy 

The court find the said Captain Samuel T. Dyson guilty of the first specification of the second charge. 

The court find the said Captain Samuel T. Dyson guilty of the second specification of the second charge. 

The court acquit the said Contain Samuel T. Dyson of the third specification of the second charge. 

On the second charge the court find the said Captain Samuel T. Dyson guilty of conduct unbecoming an officer, 
but do not find him guilty of conduct unbecoming a gentleman. ’ 

The court do sentence the said Captain Samuel T. Dyson to be dismissed the service of the United States. 

The Major General commanding the district approves of the proceedings and sentence of the general court 
martial in the foregoing case, and accordingly pronounces Samuel T. Dyson dismissed the service of the United 
States. 

The general court martial, whereof Brigadier General Smith is President, is hereby dissolved. 

W. SCOTT. 
By command. ; 
FRANCIS 8. BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant General 10th Military District. 


No. 153. 
Report from the Corporation of Alexandria, including the capitulation, and letter from General John Mason. 


ALExanpria, September 28, 1814. 
S1R: 

I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 26th instant, by this day’s mail, and hasten to comply with 
your request therein contained. ‘The enclosed printed statement is an official act of the Common Council of Alex- 
andria, and contains a full and true account of the occupation of this town by the enemy, and of the circumstances 
connected with that event, and a copy of the terms imposed by Captain Gordon, the commander of the British 
squadron, on the town of Alexandria. There was no correspondence between the Common Council and the enemy, 
other than that mentioned in the statement. ; J } tae 

As you request a statement of any other proceedings of the town of Alexandria, in a corporate capacity, touch- 
ing the inquiry embraced in the resolution enclosed in your letter, | think it proper to state that, on the 8th of 
May, 1813, the Common Council appointed a deputation to wait on the President of the United States, and apprize 
him of the defenceless state of the town of Alexandria: accordingly, the persons appointed waited on the President, 
and represented to him the defenceless state of the town, and _ the fears of the citizens that the navy yard, public 
buildings, and cannon foundry, would tempt the enemy to make an attack on the District. He observed, that the 
representation of any respectable body of men was entitled to attention; and that the subject should be taken 
under consideration, or words to that effect. ; ; 

On the 11th of May, in the same year, the Common Council appointed a committee to confer and co-operate with 
committees appointed by the constituted authorities of the city of Washington and Georgetown, relative to the 
defence of the District. ‘Those several committees soon afterwards met in the city of Washington, and appointed 
a sub-committee to wait on the Secretary of War, and on the Secretary of the Navy, and to solicit them to take mea- 
sures for the defence of the District, and application on that subject was accordingly made to them by the sub-commit- 
tees. The common council of Alexandria has appointed a committee to attend the committee of Con ress, appointed 
to inquire into the causes of the success of the enemy in his recent enterprises against the neta and Alexan- 
dria, who will give every information which may be required, of the proceedings of the Common Council, and of the 
citizens of Alexandria, in relation to the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
CHARLES SIMMS. 


4 Report of the Committee of Council on the late occupation of Alexandria, by a British squadron, under the 
command of Captain James 4. Gordon. 
In Councit, September 7, 1814. 

Present: Thomas Herbert, President, John Gird, Andrew Fleming, Hen Nicholson, J. B. Paton, John 
Cohagen, James Millan, John Hunter, Reuben Johnston, R. I. Taylor, William Veitch, Anthony Rhodes. 

The following narrative of the occupation of this town by the enemy, and of the circumstances connected with 
that unfortunate transaction, having been submitted to council, and duly considered and examined, the council do 
unanimously concur therein; and it is thereupon ordered, that it be published in both of the papers printed in this 


town. 
THOMAS HERBERT, President. 


At a meeting of the committee of vigilance, this 7th of September, 1814, 
Present: Charles Simms, Mayor, Joseph Dean, Matthew Robinson, Jonah Thompson, William Herbert, Thos. 
Vowell, Edmund I. Lee. 
The following narrative of the occupation of the town of Alexandria by the British squadron, was submitted to 
the committee, who, upon examining the same, unanimously concur in it. 
CHARLES SIMMS, Chairman. 


Tuomas Vowe.t, Secretary. 
75 m 
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A respect for the opinions of others, and a due regard for the character of the citizens of Alexandria, have in- 
duced the municipal authorities of the town to exhibit to the public a faithful narrative of the occupation of Alex- 
andria, by the British squadron, under the command of Captain Gordon, together with the causes which led to that 
distressing event. 

To those who are unacquainted with the situation and condition of Alexandria, in regard to its means of defence, 
it will be proper to state that it is situate in the District of Columbia, upon the west bank of the river Potomac, 
about six miles below the city of Washington, the depth of water admitting large frigates to come to the very 
wharves of the town. 

It is totally destitute of fortifications of any kind, and its protection against invasion by water depended entirely 
upon a fort about six miles below the town, commonly known by the name of Fort Warburton, which was exclu- 
sively under the control of the Government of the United States. 

About the month of July last, it was announced that General Winder was appointed to the command of the 
10th military district of the United States, comprehending the District of Columbia, and a portion of the adjoining 
States of Virginia and Maryland, including the city of Baltimore. 

In consequence of reports that the enemy contemplated an attack upon the city of, Washington, the municipal 
authority of Alexandria thought it advisable to appoint a committee of vigilance, for the purpose of procuring 
information of the approaches of the enemy, and of obtaining assistance and advice as to the measures which it 
night be proper to pursue for protection and defence. As soon as this committee was appointed, they caused repre- 
sentations to be made to General Winder, of the defenceless condition of the town, and earnestly entreated that 
some measures should be taken for its protection. General Winder was called on, because it had been distinctly 
understood that the Secretary of War would receive our communications through this channel only. From General 
Winder every assurance was made that could have been wished, that every thing in his power should be done for 
the protection of the town. His means, however, were very inconsiderable: he had no money to expend in fortifi- 
cations, or even in the erection of batteries; and unless some defence of this sort could be obtained, the town would 
be exposed to the mercy of the enemy if he should approach by water, and should succeed in passing the fort. The 
committee of vigilance was duly impressed with the necessity of providing some adequate defence against an attack 
by water, and some of its members, under the authority of the committee, had repeated interviews with General 
Winder on this subject: in one of them, the President of the United States was present, and he was distinctly 
given to understand that, unless there was provided an adequate defence for the town, it would be at the mercy of 
the enemy, and would be compelled to make the best terms in its power. These representations and requests pro- 
duced no other effect than the repetition of the assurance of an earnest desire, on the part of General Winder, to 
afford every assistance in his power. 

On the 19th of August a levy en masse was made of the militia of the town and county of Alexandria, and on 
the 20th and 2Ist they were ordered to cross the Potomac, and stationed between Piscataway and Fort Warburton. 
‘They took with them all the artillery which had been mounted at the expense of the corporation, except two twelve 
pounders, which were left without ammunition, and nearly all the arms belonging to the town. They left no 
men but the exempts from age and other causes, and a few who had not reported themselves, or had found substi- 
tutes, and it is not believed that, after their departure, one hundred effective armed men could have been mustered 
in town. ‘The two iron twelve pounders remained until the 25th, when Alexandria being open to the enemy, then 
- full possession of Washington, they were removed at some distance from the town, by orders received from General 

oung. 
On the night of the 24th the Alexandria militia were ordered to recross the Potomac; they did so, and were 
marched through town, without halting, into the country, and without giving information to the authorities or in- 
habitants of the place of their destination; and on the evening of the 27th, when the fleet approached, the municipal 
authorities of the town knew not where they were. It has since appeared, that they were ‘hen stationed about 
nineteen miles from town, by the orders of General Winder. It is — proper to state, that General Winder, on 
the morning of the 24th, informed the members of the committee of vigilance, who waited on him, that he could 


send no part of the forces with him to Alexandria, but that he had ordered General Young to cross over to Alex- 
andria, if practicable, if not, to fall down the river. The committee of vigilance, on receiving this information, 
sent boats over to the Maryland shore, sufficient in number to bring over the whole of General Young’s force at 
once; but when the boats reached him, he had received orders from the Secretary of War to retain his position, as 
General Young, in a communication to the Mayor, stated. 

The committee of vigilance, despairing of obtaining any assistance from the General Government, and having 
information of the rapid approach of the enemy towards the capital by land, and that their squadron was approach- 
ing Alexandria by water, deemed it their duty to recommend to the common council a resolution to the following 
effect: ** That, in case the British vessels should pass the fort, or their forces approach the town by land, and there 
should be no sufficient force, on our part, to oppose them, with any reasonable prospect of success, they should ap- 
point a committee to carry a flag to the officer commanding the enemy’s force, about to attack the town, and to pro- 
cure the best terms for the safety of persons, houses, and property, in their power.” ‘This recommendation was 
made on the day of the battle at Bladensburg, and, on the same day, was unanimously adopted by the Common 


Council. 

The battle of Bladensburg having terminated in the defeat of our troops, and General Winder having been 
obliged to retreat from the capital towards Montgomery Court House, about fifteen miles to the west of it, the city of 
Washington was left in the entire possession of the enemy. ‘The citizens of Alexandria saw nothing to impede the 
march of the British to their town; saw nothing to restrain them from committing the most brutal outrages upon the 
female portion of the society, having neither arms nor men to make defence with. The President of the United 
States and the Heads of the Departments were absent, and it was not known where they were to be found; no mi- 
litary commander or officer of the General Government was present to direct or advise. 

In this state of things, it was considered by the Common Council as their duty to send a flag to the British com- 
mander at Washington, to know what treatment might be expected from him, in case his troops should approach 
Alexandria, and should succeed in obtaining possession of the tewn. Admiral Cockburn, to whom the communi- 
cation was made, assured the very respectable gentlemen who bore that flag, that private property, of all descrip- 
tions, should be respected; that it was probable that fresh provisions and some flour might be wanted, but that, 


whatever they did take, should be paid for. | a mm , 
While these things were going on in the city of Washington, the British squadron had been gradually ascending 


the Potomac, and on the 27th of August, three days after the battle at Bladensburg, it reached Fort Warburton. No 
change had taken place in relation to the means of the defence of the town of Alexandria. Upon the fort did the 
safety of Alexandria now entirely depend. ‘The citizens looked with great anxiety to this point for protection; but, 
to their great surprise and mortification, and without the concurrence or the wish of the municipal authority of the 
town, or of any member of it, the fort was abandoned, and the magazine blown up, by the United States’ garrison 

on the evening of the 27th, without firing a single gun. ‘The following correspondence between the Secretary of 


War and the commander at the fort, shows by what authority he acted: 
Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Captain Dyson, dated 
Avueust 29th, 1814. 


Sir: 
I send Captain Manigault with orders to receive pod written or verbal report of the causes under which you 
left the post committed to your charge. In this you will state the orders under which you acted, and from whom 


received. 
I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
J. ARMSTRONG. 


Capt. Dyson, Corps of Artillery. 
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Camp at Macon’s Istann, August 29, 1814. 
’ 


Sir 
I had the honor to receive your communication of the 29th instant. ‘The orders received from Brigadier 

General Winder, through Major Hite, verbally, on the 24th instant, were, in case I was oppressed by, or heard of, 
an enemy in my rear, to spike our guns and make my escape over the river. ‘The enemy approached by water on 
the 27th, and we had learned that day, through several channels, that the enemy had been reinforced at Benedict 
two thousand strong, and that they were on their march to co-operate with the fleet, in addition to the force which 
left the city. Under all these circumstances the officers under my command were consulted, and agreed it was 
best ~ abandon the fort and effect a retreat. The force under my command was thought not equal to a defence of 
the place. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, your obedient servant, 

SAM. T. DYSON, 
The Hon. Joun ArmsTRoNG Captain Corps of Artillery. 
Secretary of War, Washington. 


This relinquishment of the fort decided the fate of Alexandria. Nothing was left to oppose the progress of the 
uadron, and on the morning of the 28th it passed the ruins of the fort on its way to the town; their barges had sound- 
a a considerable distance above. About ten o’clock of the morning of the 28th, after the equativen was above the fort, 
the committee —— by the Council to bear the flag to the enemy, in case they should pass the fort, set out upon 
their mission, and proceeded to the ship commanded by Captain Gordon. ‘They requested to know what his inten- 
tions were in regard to the town of Alexandria. They were informed by Captain Gordon that he would commu- 
nicate his terms when he came — the town. But he assured them that, in the mean time, if the squadron was 
not molested by the inhabitants, the persons, houses, and furniture, of the citizens, should not be injured. One of 
the gentlemen who attended the flag was the mayor. Upon his return from the squadron, he was informed that a 
onal detachment of cavalry, from the army of General Hungerford, had been in town, probably for the purpose of 
reconnoitering the enemy; that it had remained but a short time. Upon inquiry, it was understood that the army 
of General Hungerford was at that time about sixteen miles from Alexandria, on its march to that place, having fol- 
lowed the British squadron along the shores of the Potomac a great part of its way up. The force of General Hun- 
gerford was composed of infantry and cavalry, with two or three small pieces of artillery, not calculated to afford 
any protection to the town. ‘ ; 

The municipal authority of the town had received no advice of the approach of this army; and after the return 
of the flag, it was too late to eater into any arrangement with General Hungerford for defence: he was too distant 
to afford relief. 

The squadron having suspended its approach to the town, did not reach it until the evening of this day. On the 
morning of the next day, to wit, the 29th of August, it arranged itself along the town, so as to command it from one 
extremity to the other. The force consisted of two frigates, to wit: the Seahorse, rating thirty-eight guns, and 
Euryalus, rating thirty-six guns; two rocket-ships, of eighteen guns each; two bomb-ships, of eight guns each; and a 
schooner, of two guns, which were but a few hundred yards from the wharves, and the houses so situated that they 
might have been laid in ashes in a few minutes. About ten o’clock in the morning of the 29th, Captain Gordon sent 
to the Mayor the following terms: 


His Masesty’s suip SEAHORSE, 


Off Alexandria, August 29, 1814. 
GENTLEMEN: 
In consequence of a deputation yesterday received from the city of Alexandria, requesting favorable terms for 
the safety of their city, the undermentioned are the only conditions in my power to offer: 

The town of Alexandria, with the exception of public works, shall not be destroyed, unless hostilities are com- 
menced on the part of the Americans; nor shall the inhabitants be molested in any manner whatever, or their dwell- 
ing houses entered, if the following articles are complied with: ; 

Article 1. All naval and ordnance stores, public and private, must be immediately delivered up. 

Article 2. Possession will be immediately taken of all the shipping, and their furniture must be sent on board 
by the owners, without delay. 

Article 3. The vessels that have been sunk must be delivered up in the state they were in on the 19th of 
August, the day of the squadron passing the Kettle Bottoms. 

Article 4. Merchandise of every description must be instantly delivered up; and, to prevent any irregu- 
larities that might be committed in its embarkation, the merchants have it in their option to load the vessels gene- 
rally employed for that purpose, when they will be towed off by us. __ 

Article 5. All merchandise that has been removed from Alesendeia, since the 19th instant, is to be included in 
the above articles. 

Article 6. Refreshments of every description to be supplied the ships, and paid for at the market price by bills 
on the British Government. 

Article 7. Officers will be appointed to see that the Articles Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5, are strictly complied with; and 
any deviation or non-compliance, on the part of the inhabitants of Alexandria, will render this treaty null and void. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES A. GORDON, 
Captain of his Majesty’s — Seahorse, and 
Senior Officer of his Majesty’s ships before Alexandria. 
To the Council of the town of Alexandria. 


Upon the mayor’s receiving them, he sent for the members of the committee of vigilance. These terms were 
borne by one of the officers of Captain Gordon’s frigate, who stated but one hour was allowed him to wait for a reply 
to them. Upon their being read by the mayor and the committee, it was observed to the officer by the mayor and 
one of the committee, that it ail be impossible that the Common Council could accede to several of them; that the 
municipal authority of the town had no power to recall the merchandise that had been sent out subsequent to the 19th 
of August. The reply of the officer was, in that case it would not be expected. ; ue 

He was further informed, that it would not be in the power of the Common Council to compel the citizens to 
assist in getting up the sunken vessels. ‘Ihe officer answered, that their sailors would then do it. He was required 
to explain what was intended by the term merchandise, as used in the fourth article. He answered, that it was 
intended to embrace that species of merchandise only which was intended for exportation, such as tobacco, flour, 
cotton, bale goods, &c. ; ‘ ; 

The Mayor, and one of the committee, requested to know whether the Commodore intended to require a de- 
livery of any more of the merchandise than he could take away with him. He answered, it would not be required. 
This explanation was afterwards recognized by Captain Gordon. With these verbal explanations, the preceding 
terms were submitted to the Common Council. It will be here proper to remark, that, when these terms were pro- 
posed and submitted to the Common Council, General Hungerford had not arrived with his army, nor did it reach 
the suburbs of,the town until the night of that day. The town was still without any means of defence, and it was 
evident that no defence could avail, but that species of force which would be calculated to drive the ships from 
their moorings. No communication had been received from the officers of the General Government, and the 
town appeared to be abandoned to its fate. Under these circumstances the Common Council could have no 
hesitation as to the course to be pursued. The citizens of the town, of all descriptions, with an immense value 
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of property, were entirely in the power of the enemy, whose naval commander, according to the proclamation of 
the President of the United States, dated on the first of September, has declared his “ purpose to be to employ 
the force under his direction in destroying and laying waste such towns and districts upon the coast as may 
be found assailable.”? A similar declaration had been made by Captain Gordon to the committee who bore the 
flag. Against the attack of such an enemy was the town of Alexandria without any means of defence whatever. 
The people of the town were at his mercy, and compelled to yield to such terms as the ** victor” might think fit to 
prescribe. If the members of the municipal! authority, and citizens of the town, had given loose to the feelings of 
indignation which the occasion had excited, and had sacrificed the town, and exposed their wives and daughters to 
the wanton insults of an unrestrained enemy, they would have betrayed their trusts, and have deplored the conse- 
quences. ; _ 

The Common Council, therefore, were obliged to yield submission to the terms as explained, and did, thereupon, 
pass and publish the following resolution: 


** Resolved, That the Common Council of Alexandria, in assenting to the conditions offered by the commander 
of the British squadron, now off the town, has acted from the impulse of irresistible necessity, and solely from a 
regard to the welfare of the town; that it considers the assent by it given as only formal, inasmuch as the enemy had 
it already in their power to enforce a compliance with their demand by a seizure of the property required from us; 
and believing the safety of the persons of the inhabitants, of their dwellings, and of such property as is not compre- 
hended within the requisition, to depend entirely on the observance of the terms of it, the Common Council recom- 
mends to the inhabitants an acquiescence, at the same time that it does expressly disclaim the power of doing any 
act on its part to enforce compliance, its‘authority, in this particular, being limited to recommendation only.” 

In the execution of the terms imposed by the enemy, it is proper to state, that the verbal explanations made by 
the officer to the Mayor, were generally adhered to. No merchandise was required to be brought back to the town; 
no assistance was required of, or offered by, the citizens, in getting up the sunken vessels. The depredations of the 
enemy, with a few exceptions, were confined to flour, cotton, and tobacco, which they carried off in some of the 
vessels then at the town. Only one vessel was burnt; no private dwelling was visited or entered in a rude or hos- 
tile manner, nor were citizens personally exposed to insult. 

The loss sustained from the enemy, it ts believed, will not exceed the foilowing: three ships, three brigs, several 
bay and river craft, the number of which has not been ascertained; all of which were carried away, and one ship 
burnt. ‘Phe quantity of flour carried away, it is believed, will not exceed sixteen thousand barrels; about one thou- 
~and hogsheads of tobacco, and one handred and fifty bales of cottons and of wine, sugar, and other articles, not 
more than five thousand dollars’ worth. 


[, Israel P. Thompson, clerk of the Common Council of Alexandria. do certify that the above is a true copy 


from the original. 
ISRAEL P. THOMPSON, C. C. 
October 6, 1814. 


ALexanpria, October 7, 1814. 
Sir: 
In pursuance of the enclosed resolutions of the Common Council of Alexandria, dated the 27th September, 
a 1814, marked A, a poe us a committee, on the part of the town, for the purpose therein mentioned, we beg 
leave to lay before the committee of Congress the following statement and accompanying documents. 

Misrepresentations of the conduct of the citizens of Alexandria, when the British squadron approached this place, 
having been circulated through the Union, the Common Council have deemed it their duty to lay before Congress a 
true history of the steps which the citizens have, from time to time, taken, in order to guard against that misfortune 
which has come upon them—a misfortune they deplore as much on the national, as on their own individual account. 
The citizens of Alexandria rejoice that an opportunity has been afforded them to lay before Congress a faithful nar- 
rative of the proceedings which self-preservation compelled them to adopt. It will show that they did all in their 
power to avert the blow. 

In the month of October, 1812, a volunteer company was raised in Alexandria, and stationed at Fort Washing- 
ton, in the manner stated in the letter of Captain M’Guire, marked B. In the month of March, 1813, the artillery 

ompany of Alexandria, then commanded by Captain Marsteller, was stationed at Fort Washington. See Captain 
Griffith’s certificate, marked C. On the 2Ist March, 1813, the Common Council appointed the Mayor of the town, 
cad the President of the Council, to wait upon the Secretary of War, in company with the Colonel of the second 
legion. to request a supply of arms and ammunition for the use of the militia, in the defence of the town. See docu- 
iment D. On the 8th of May, 1813, the Common Council appointed four respectable citizens to wait upon the Pre- 
sident of the United States, and apprize him of the defenceless state of the town; which order is marked E. That 
committee, in compliance with the wishes of the Corporation, did wait on the President. The result of the inter- 
view they had with him will be found in the paper marked F. On the 8th of May, 1813, the Council appropriated 
$1,500, out of the funds of the Corporation, for mounting the cannon belonging to the town. See document marked 
D. On the 11th May, 1813, the Common Council appointed a committee of vigilance, to confer and co-operate 
vith the committees of Washington and Georgetown, in requiring assistance from Government, for the general de- 
fence of the District of Columbia. See document E. A deputation from the committees of the three towns waited 
upon General Armstrong; the result of their conference was such as is stated in the certificate of Colonel George 
Deneale. one of the persons who waited upon the Secretary of War. See his certificate, marked G. 

The Secretary of War did send an engineer, as he promised, who made a report to him, a copy of which is hereto 
annexed, and is marked H. ‘The Common Council, on the 23d of July, 1814, passed two resolutions, and appoint - 
ed a committee of vigilance, for the purposes in said resolution expressed. See E. In pursuance of these last re- 
solutions, the committee of vigilance proceeded to take such measures as they could, towards complying with the 
oiject of their appointment; they passed the resolutions which are marked I. In pursuance of the first resolution of 
the. commictee of vigilance, General Winder was waited upon, and, a few days alter, he visited Alexandria, had an 
uterview with some of the committee of vigilance, and Colonel Deneale, as will appear by the certificate of Co- 
lonel Deneale, marked K. 

The banks of Alexandria and Potomac, on the 6th and 13th of August, loaned to the General Government, the 
ene ten thousand, and the other, twenty-five thousand dollars, upon the conditions that the same should be applied 
to the erection of fortifications for the District of Columbia south of Alexandria. See the letters of the Presidents of 
those banks, marked L and M. ‘The corporation, on the fifteenth of September, 1814, appropriated out of the funds 
of the town twelve hundred dollars, for the purpose of paying the expenses of laborers and carts to be employed in 
the erection of fortifications for the defence of the District. See document D. 

The committee having laid before you the documents which exhibit the efforts of the citizens of Alexandria to 
have the town defended from invasion, beg leave to lay before the committee a report of the Common Council and 
committee of vigilance, dated on the 7th of September last, of the conduct of the citizens, when the British squadron 
approached Alexandria. See document marked N. When the first attempt was made, on the 25th of August, to 

blow up the south end of the Potomac bridge, six hundred stand of arms were blown up, about two hundred of 
which remained uninjured, and fit for use; these were collected together by Mr. Joseph Dean, one of the committee 
of vigilance, and sent to the Little Falls of Potomac for safety. When General Hungerford’s army arrived in the 
neighborhood of Alexandria, these arms were ordered to be delivered to General Hungerford. See Mr. Dean’s cer- 
tificate, O. On the 30th of August, the Mayor apprised General Hungerford where two twelve pounders, which had 
been, by the order of General Young, removed from town, could be found. See the Mayor’s letter, marked P, and 
the reply of General Hungerford, signed by James Mercer, his aid, marked Q. 

The day on which the enemy left Alexandria, a letter, purporting to be from Admiral Codrington, dated 28th 
August, 1814, addressed to the commanding officer of the Bids squedren in the Potomac, with the cover which 
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now encloses it, was handed from the post office in this place to Mr. Joseph Dean, one of the committee of vigi- 
lance; how it got into the mr office we know not; we can refer the committee to Mr. Thomas P. Gilpen, the 
deputy postmaster here, and to Mr. Basil Spalding, of Maryland, who, we have reason to believe, can give some 
account of the route the letter came to Alexandria; this document is marked R. If the committee should require 
any further information, or explanation, we shall be ready, at all times, to give it as far as we can. 
We are, with great respect, &c. 
WM. NEWTON, 
EDM. I. LEE, 


JOSEPH DEAN, 
Honorable R. M. Jonnson, &c. G. DENEALE. 


ALEXANDRIA, November 20, 1814. 
Sir: 
From the appearance of the enemy’s squadron in sight of Alexandria, on the evening of the 27th August last. 
until its departure on the 3d of September, | remained in town, with the exception of an absence of a few hours on 
the day last mentioned. 

Amongst the many base calumnies propagated respecting our unfortunate town, by men more profligate than the 
enemy who plundered us, there is none more cruel and unfounded than the charge of the inhabitants having sur- 
rendered the property of strangers to procure safety for their own. 

The printed narrative of the Common Council contains all the material facts connected with the capture of the 
town, and it is not in my power to add any thing of importance. The charge above mentioned, which you have 
particularly noticed in your letter of the 19th instant, I can assure you, is totally destitute of truth. The people of 
Alexandria did not afford the enemy any assistance in removing or shipping the plundered property; nor did any 
instance, tomy knowledge. occur of any individual having attempted to save his own property by turning the atten- 
tion of the enemy towards that of another. In respect to persons, the plunder was indiscriminate. The enemy not 
having the aid of horses or carriages for the removal of the property, from a regard to their own convenience, and not 
from the suggestions of others, confined their depredations to the warehouses on the water, in which large quantities 
of produce were contained, belonging to the inhabitants as well as to strangers; all sufferers alike. 

After the Common Council had passed their resolution of the 29th of August, declaring their want of authority to 
require the observance of the terms to which they had been compelled to accede, and recommending submission, 
they did no other act at all connected with the seizure or surrender of property. 

I remain, with respect, &c. 


R. I. TAYLOR. 
The Honorable R. M. Jonson. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
the memorial of the subscribers, citizens of the town of Alexandria, respectfully represents: 


That the late capture by the British squadron of their town has afforded a pretext to wanton defamers to 
brand the citizens of Alexandria with every epithet of ignominy and disgrace. Not content with proclaiming their 
slanders through the papers of the day, soie have been so unprincipled as to whisper in the ears of some of the hono- 
rable members of your body, the most illiberal accusations; one of which is, that the property of the citizens, taken 
trom them by the violence of the invading enemy, had been voluntarily parted with by the inbsbitanta, and an equi- 
valent received for it; a charge totally unfounded in fact, and without the smallest ground of truth for its support; 
as your memorialists can venture to assert that not a solitary instance of the kind can be produced. When, there- 
fore, your memorialists find the reputation of the town assailed in public and private, by those dark and restless 
spirits whose delight it is to devour reputation, every virtuous and honorable mind must feel it a solemn duty to 
solicit, as a right, from their constitutional governors, a strict and just investigation into the whole of their conduct. 
The citizens of Alexandria, in the aggregate, can fear the result of no inquiry which may be made into their con- 
duct on the occasion alluded to. ‘They know their motives have been pure, and that the course they took can be 
justified by those immutable principles of self preservation, for the exercise of which no just Government will con- 
demn them, and the surrender of which cannot of right be demanded. Your memorialists cannot forbear, on this 
occasion, to express their indignant surprise to find their town traduced for a conduct which every citizen in the 
nation would have pursued had they been abandoned, as Alexandria was, to the mercy of a victorious and powerful 
enemy. In this situation, what alternative had we but to tell the enemy we could not resist, because we had not 
the means? ‘This is all we did. We yielded to superior power. Our weakness has been our crime. Our reliance 
upon the protection of our Government has been our misfortune. For this misfortune have the citizens of Alexan- 
dria been publicly charged as traitors to their country. ‘To submit to calumny of this nature without a murmur 
is more than could be calculated upon. ‘To ask an investigation is what ought to be expected from the virtuous and 
innocent. ‘This request is the more reasonable when it is recollected that the President of the United States has 
deemed it proper, in his public proclamation, to state that Alexandria had, in yielding to the terms imposed upon 
them, ** inconsiderately” surrendered to the enemy. Your memorialists deem it a duty which they owe to the repu- 
tation of the town, concisely to state what have been the efforts, at different times, of the citizens, to obtain an ade- 
quate defence of the town and District. i 

In‘the month of October, in the year 1812, a few months after the declaration of war, a company of about seventy 
volunteers was raised in Alexandria, and equipped at the expense of some of the citizens. This company was 
under the orders of the General Government, who had them stationed at Fort Washington, where they continued 
for some months, and from thence removed to Annapolis, at which place they were disbanded. 

In the month of March, in the year 1813, the artillery company, forming a part of the militia of the town, con- 
sisting of about seventy men, rank and file, was stationed for about three months at Fort Washington, The muni- 
cipal authority of the town, conscious of its unprotected state, and justly considering it the duty of the General 
Government to defend every portion of that territory which was placed under its exclusive authority, on the 21st of 
March, 1813, appointed the Chief Magistrate of the town, the President of the Common Council, together with the 
commanding officer of the second legion of the militia of the District, to wait upon the Secretary of War, and request 
a supply of arms and ammunition for the use of the militia in the defence of the town. Your memorialists have 
reason to believe that arms were. furnished a short time after this request. 

In the month of May, 1813, the. Common Council sent four respectable citizens to the President of the United 
States, to apprize him of the then defenceless state of the town. These gentlemen did wait upon and communicate 
to him what was the condition e¢ Alexandria as to the means of defence; that the citizens felt great anxiety on ac- 
count of the dangers with which they were threatened from the vicinity of the enemy in our waters, and the defence- 
less state of the District, and requested him to have some measures of defence and protection adopted as speedily 
as possible. ‘To this request the President stated, that every portion of the community was entitled to the protec- 
tion of the Government, and that representations of any respectable body of men had a claim upon its attention 
and gave the gentlemen who waited upon him to understand that their 4 perep yr would be Properly attended 
to; he also stated it was impossible to extend protection to every assailable point of the country. ‘The committee 
urged upon him the various circumstances which would invite the attack of the enemy upon the city of Washington 
in particular, which would of course involve the whole District in its dangers. The committee, at the same time, 
assured him of the perfect readiness of the citizens of Alexandria to co-operate, by their personal services, or in 


any other way, with the Government,in any measure of defence which it might adopt fur the security of the 
district. 
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The Common Council, solicitous to provide for the defence of the town and District, as far as their limited 
powers and means would permit, did, in the month of May, 1813, appropriate, out of the funds of the corporation, 
fifteen hundred dollars, to pay for mounting some cannon which were in the town, and had been in the use of the 
militia while under the State Government. In the month of } ay, 1813, a deputation from Alexandria, Washing- 
ton, and Georgetown, had an interview with the Secretary of War, relative to the defenceless situation of the Dis- 
trict. ‘This committee did urge that a more efficient defence might be afforded for the District than then existed. 
It was particularly urged upon the Secretary that the fortifications at Fort Washington, commonly known by the 
name of Fort Warburton, should be increased. In consequence of this representation, the Government sent an 
engineer to examine the fort, who, on the 28th of May, 1813, reported to the War Department, as the result of his 
examination, that “ an additional number of heavy guns at Fort Warburton, and an additional fort in the neighbor- 
hood, are both to be considered unnecessary.” Notwithstanding the repeated solicitations of the citizens of Alex- 
andria, in the year 1813, nothing was done towards its defence, except sending an engineer to examine the fort. In 
silence did yt eal wn submit to this neglect of their safety, until the month of July, 1814, when the Common 
Council again endeavored to procure an adequate defence. Gentlemen, acting under the authority of the corpora- 

, istrict, with the view of ascertaining 


tion, in the month of July, waited upon the military commander of the tenth 
what measures of defence had been taken, or were intended to be adopted, for the defence of the town of Alexan- 
dria and District. The General, who seemed to be anxious to do his duty, as far as the means within his control 
would enable him, stated to those gentlemen the number of militia he expected would join him, and which seemed 
to be all the defence he calculated upon. This was a species of defence which certainly could be of no use against 
an attack by water. It is too obvious, that the town of Alexandria could not be defended in any other manner than 
by a proper fort or forts below it, with a competent garrison. ‘The General commanding the tenth military district 
visited Alexandria. The mode of defending it from a water attack was pointed out to him. To adopt it, required 
his difficulty, however, was removed by the offer of three of the banks 


money; this he was not furnished with. T } ! 
in Alexandria to loan the Government fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose of erecting proper defences for the 


District: which loan was accepted, and the money paid to the Government. No steps were taken towards secur-- 
ing the town from attack by water, but it was left to be defended at the fort by a garrison not exceeding eighty 
men, rank and file. On the 24th of August, a few hours before the battle at Bladensburg, the Commanding General 
and President of the United States were, by the authority of the committee of vigilance of Alexandria, reminded 
of the destitute state of the town as to the means of defence, and informed what would be the deplorable alternative 
the citizens would be reduced to if the British squadron, which was approaching the town, and was then from 
twenty to thirty miles below, should find their town unprotected as it was at that time. In the afternoon of the 

7th of August the squadron arrived at the fort, (the magazine having been blown up, and it abandoned by the few 
troops of the United States which had been stationed there) without opposition. On the morning of the 28th, after 
the fort had been destroyed by the enemy, and after their vessels had passed it, and were in full view of the town, 
and not before, no officer, military or civil, of the United States, being, on this emergency, in the town or District 
to defend or direct, (the military of the town having been previously marched off, en masse, by public authority) 
the municipal authority of the town were, from extreme necessity, compelled to take such steps as were best calcu- 
lated to save the town from conflagration. ‘They authorized a flag to meet the advancing foe. The result of that 
interview was, that the town, and a certain part of the property, was saved from destruction and plunder, upon 
condition that the enemy, during their continuance before the town, should not be molested. It is due to the citi- 
zens of Alexandria, who were in it, during that distressing period, to state, that no aid or assistance was offered by 
them to the enemy. ‘They remained passive but indignant spectators of that plunder which they had not the 
means of preventing. In support of the various allegations, stated in the preceding part of this memorial, your 
memorialists beg leave to refer to documents laid before the committee of the House of Representatives, upon the 
subject of the capture of Alexandria and Washington. Your memorialists feel it their duty, more particularly, to 
call the attention of Congress to a subject connected with the ate of Alexandria, and which is enveloped in a 
mystery, that can be dissipated only by the power of your honorable body. 

On the 29th of August, the British squadron commenced taking off from the warehouses the flour and tobacco. 
They continued until Friday morning, the 2d of September, when the last loaded vessel was sent down the river. 
The post office in Alexandria had, during the time the fleet lay opposite the town, been removed into the country 
some miles. On Friday, the 2d of September, the Postmaster found in the letter box of the house which had been 


used as the post office, the following letter, to wit: 





** TpHiGenta, 28/h August, 1814. 


* The object of the expedition being accomplished, and the inhabitants of the country upon the banks of the Poto- 
mac being alarmed for their property, on account of the presence of the British squadron in that river, the Com- 
mander-in-chief has directed me to forward openly, by the hands of one of the inhabitants, this order, for the ships in 


the Potomac to retire and rejoin his flag. ; 
EDWARD CODRINGTON 
Rear Admiral, and Captain of the Fleet.” 


This letter is directed as follows: 


“On H. B. M. service, to the commanding officer ; 
of H. B. M. ships in the river Potomac.” 


The preceding letter was found in the post office, enclosed in a letter without name, date, or post mark, ad- 
dressed ** to the committee of vigilance or safety of the town of Alexandria,” which is in the following words: 


‘** GenTLEMEN: Motives of a personal nature prevent my delivering the enclosure. You will best judge of the pro- 


priety of doing it in your official character, without loss of time.” 

The above did not come to the knowledge of the committee of vigilance until after the squadron had left the town 
with their plunder. Your memorialists have been enabled to ascertain, that the letter from Admiral Codrington was 
in the Office of State, early in the morning of the 31st of August, and that it was there read. Among those who saw 
it there was a member of your honorable body. How or when it was sent from the Department of State, or why it 
was sent in the manner it was, or by whom it was deposited in the deserted post office at Alexandria, your memo- 
rialists have not been able to ascertain, nor is it in their power todo so. Your memorialists have deemed it their 
duty to lay the transaction, so far as it has come to their knowledge, before your honorable body. It remains for 
Congress to take such further steps for the development of the transaction as in their wisdom shall seem to be 
proper, and which justice to the citizens of Alexandria demands. 


All which is most respectfully submitted. 


Jacob Hoffman, William Newton, William N. Mills, 
Bathurst Daingerfield, Charles J. Catlett, William H. Brown, 
John Roberts, John Hooff, Grafton Cawood, 
George Coleman, won, Ae Compton, Joseph Rowen, 
Ww. Veitch, John Muncaster, Sandford Reid, 
R. F. Degge, John Gird, Henry B. Deager, 
A. Faw, John B. Paton, Mark Butts 
Thomas Steel, Joseph Smith, Robert N. Windsor, 
James Keith, ‘Thomas Laurason, Jm. Plummer, 
Thomas Moore, Nehemiah Carson, Peter Saunders, 
Charles Simms, C. P. Thompson, Thomas Neill, 
Ephraim Gilman, Isaac Gibson, John Violett, 

illiam S. Moore, John D. Brown, Gerrard Plummer, 
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Jacob Curtis, 

John Potter, 

Ch. Whiting, 
Jonathan Ross, 
Barnard Crook, 
Philip G. Marsteller, 
Thomas Preston, 
Alexander McKenzie, 
J. Laurason, 
William Fowle, 
John Lloyd, 

John Harper, 
Townshend Waugh, 
Matthias Snyder, 
Isaac Entwisle, 
Samuel Harper, 
Thomas M. Davis, 
William Harper, 
Joseph Harris, 

S. Snowden, 

Henry Bayne, 
Thomas Jacobs, 
Thomas Vowell, 
Thomas Herbert, 
William Smith, 


Ebenezer Vowell, 
Anthony Rhodes, 
Matthew Robinson, 
Bryan Hampson, 


James Kennedy, sen. 


Silas Reed, 

Guy Atkinson, 
Benjamin Baden, 
Joseph Mandeville, 
Samuel B. Larmour, 
J oseph Fowler, Jr. 
A Newton, 

N. Herbert, 

John Jackson, 
William Bartleman, 
William Tilham, 
Thomas F. Herbert, 
J. D. Simms, 

J. B. Nickolls, 

C. T. Chapman, 
Samuel Smith, 
Charles M’Knight, 
Israel P. Thompsen, 
William Herbert, 
James Campbell, 


Robert Anderson, 
William Harper, Jr. 
Thomas Janney & Co. 
Samuel Mark, 
Thomas Brocchus, 
Jacob Morgan, 
William Gregory, 
Thomas K. Beall, 
Andrew Fleming, 
John H. Phillips, 
Henry Nicholson, 
John D. Longdon, 
Daniel M’Clean, 
Frederick Koons, 
David Koons, 
Charles Bennett, 
James Shethar, 
John H Crease, 
Joseph Cowing, 
Newton Keene, 
William Fox, 
Thomas White, 


William Ramsay, of D. 


John Ross, 
John F. Smith, 











Jacob Leap, James Fleming, James Allison. 


GrorcGEtown, October 31, 1814. 


Sir: 

In reply to your letter of the 28th instant, requesting, on the part of the committee of investigation, * all the 
information I have on the subject of a letter from Admiral Codrington to Captain Gordon,” I have the honor to state 
that, on the morning of the 3ist August, some hours before day, I was called up bys dragoon, express from one of our 
camps below, who delivered a packet addressed to me by Admiral Cochrane; while I was opening and examining 
the despatch, the dragoon, who seemed to be an intelligent man, remarked to me that the British ships before Alex- 
andria had been ordered down the river by the Admiral in the Patuxent. On questioning him, he stated that an 
open note to that effect, addressed to the British commander at Alexandria, had been brought to the “| from 
which he came, by the same messenger who had charge of the despatch I had just received from him; that he had 
understood both had been put into the hands of a countryman, on the shores of the Patuxent, by the enemy, from 
which countryman they had been taken by an American officer, and conveyed to the camp; that he heard the officer 
who had given him charge of the packet for me, yy of the manner in which they came, and mention the contents 
of the open note to other officers then near him; that the officers, as he heard them say, intended to send the note 
across the country, and have it put on board the British fleet by a citizen. 

The letter addressed to me by Admiral Cochrane was dated onthe 29th of August. Under the same envelope 
was a letter directed tothe Secretary of State. Believing that it might be of importance he should receive this without 
delay, I immediately, although not yet day, called on Colonel Monroe, then acting as Secretary of War, delivered 
the letter, and informed him of what the dragoon had reported to me relative to the open note, said to be on its way 
to the enemy’s fleet before Alexandria. ‘This, I ain confident, was the first information received at Washington of 
the note in question. During the latter part of the same day, being at Colonel Monroe’s —— (I think about 
one o’clock) he told me that the open note of which I had apprised him in the morning had now found its way to 

im, having been brought up by one of our oflicers from the camp, at which the dragoon had stated he had left it, 
and he showed it to me. I have no recollection of its date. I remember that it was addressed to Captain Gordon 
and signed by Codrington, I think, as captain of the fleet, and by order of Admiral Cochrane. The substance, I well 
recollect, was to direct Captain Gordon to descend the Potomac, lest alarm for their property should be given to the 
inhabitants by the presence of his squadron. nn f 

The contents of this note, as well as the manner chosen by the enemy for its conveyance, if it did come from him, 
were thought not a little singular and suspicious. The communication by water was open to him; and to express 
his anxiety for the fears of the inhabitants about the safety of their property from a force which had been for two 
years in the constant habit of burning and carrying it off in every direction on these waters, and which was at that 
moment emptying the stores of Alexandria of private property to an immense amount, could hardly be considered ear- 
nest; and particularly when this expression was contrasted with his determination to destroy and lay waste every district 
of country within his power, made known by the letter of Admiral Cochrane to the Secretary of State, of the 18th Au- 
gust, (since published) which was the letter delivered by me that morning, and with which this note was understood to 
have come from Admiral Cochrane’s fleet. Colonel Monroe took this view of the subject, and expressed his suspi- 
cions that the note was a forgery,fand the possibility, if it was genuine, that, by previous concert, it might be in- 
tended to convey something different from, perhaps the very reverse of, what appeared on its face. Under these cir- 
cumstances, and in the then same state of things, a preparation going on to intercept the British ships below Alexandria, 
some doubts were entertained of the propriety of permitting it to pass to them; he, however, determined that it should 
be disposed of in such a way as to let the citizens of Alexandria have the benefit of it, if benefit there was, and at 
the same time to keep the enemy in ignorance that the Government had any knowledge of it. He requested me to 
take charge of the note, to deliver it to a gentleman of Alexandria, and to ask of him to give it such a course imme- 
diately. I did accordingly, in about an hour after, put it into the hands of a highly respectable citizen of that town, 
accompanied by the request enjoined on me. He undertook the charge with great cheerfulness, and suggested as 
the best mode of answering the purpose intended, that he would place it in the post office at Alexandria, under 
cover,'addressed to one of the acting committees of the town, remarking that it would reach them in that way almost 
as speedily as if he were to deliver it himself, and that by this means the committee and himself would be relieved from 
embarrassment, if the committee were called upon to answer by the officers of the enemy, in whose power they were, 
as to the channel through which it had been received. I thought his reasons good, and approved of the mode he pro- 
posed to adopt. That he did so Ceposite the note, in the course of the same afternoon, I was informed by him on 
the next day; and I have no quest’on of the fact. ; 

Whether the enemy received this note, or when, and, if received, what influence it may have had on his con- 
duct, I have never learned; but there is one fact notorious on this subject—that he ceased to levy contributions on 
the town of Alexandria about the middle of the day on which Commodore Porter’s battery reached the White 
House, (the position below Alexandria, selected from which to annoy him in his descent) and that he immediately 
after began to draw off his ships from the station he had taken before the town. ‘This was on the Ist day of Sep- 
tember. Commodore Porter’s artillerists and General Young’s brigade crossed the ferry at Georgetown, on the 
expedition, at the commencement of the night of the 31st August. ‘That this movement was known to the enemy 
on the next day, and instantly arrested his devastations at Alexandria, I have never had the slightest doubt. As 
to the time and circumstance of the movement, I cannot be mistaken, as I was with both the corps during , that 


night, one at their encampment, and the other on their march. 
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_In relation to the remaining part of your letter, there are no particular facts within my knowledge, that Lam aware 
of, pertinent to the inquiry of the honorable committee into the cause of the success of the enemy in his recent enter- 
prises against Washington and Alexandria, 

With very great respect, &c. 
J. MASON, 
The Hon. Ricuarp M, Joxunson. 


No. 14. 
Report from the Superintendent of the Public Buildings. 


Orrice OF SUPERINTENDENT oF THE City or WasuincTon, Oct. 29, 1814. 
SiR: 
in answer to the inquiries you made of me yesterday, I have the honor to state that the whole cost of the 
under mentioned public buildings, from the commencement to the burning by the enemy, appears as follows: 


North wing of the capitol, including the foundation walls of both wings, and of the centre or main 


building, and of alterations and repairs, - - : - - - $457,388 36 
South wing of the capitol, = - : - - - - - - 329,774 92 
President’s house, - . . - - : - - 334,334 003 
Public offices. - : . : - - - - 93,613 82 





$1,215,111 10) 





At the instance of a committee of the Senate, the remains of those buildings have been examined by architects 
and master builders, all of whom report it as their opinions, that the walls of the President’s house, and both wings 
of the capitol, with some inconsiderable repairs, will be safe and sufficient to rebuild on. The walls of the two 
offices, particularly of the upper stories, are deemed insufficient to bear new roofs, and will require taking down and 
renewing, as far as shall be found necessary. The amounts of the estimates for repairing and rebuilding the five 
edifices, making the offices fire proof, with some other improvements suggested, are from three hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars to upwards of six hundred thousand dollars. The largest estimate, however, embraces an expense 
of considerable amount, for completing the west part of the north wing for a library, which none of the lower esti- 
mates includes. The average amount estimated. of putting all the buildings in the state the enemy found them, 
appears, by dividing the aggregate amount of the estimates by the number of them, to be about four hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars, allowing for the materials of the burnt buildings, which may be used in rebuilding. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
THOMAS MUNROE. 
The Hon. R. M. JOHNSON. 


oe ee 


No. 15. 
I¥illiam Simmons’s Letter. 


Wasnixeron City, November 28, i814. 

SUR: 

in answer to your note of to-day, I have to state, that, on the morning of the 24th August last, when the 
alarm was given that the enemy were on their march to this city, and it was expected that they would come by the 
way of the Eastern Branch bridge, being myself well armed, and mounted on horseback, I rode there under the 
wish to render all the service in my power to oppose them. When I arrived near the Eastern Branch, I found a 
few of the city and Georgetown uniform companies there, laying upon their arms, and understood that the President, 
the Secretary of War, and other officers, were at the house of a Mr. Minnifee, (where I observed their horses at the 
door) and that they were holding council. I then rode down to the bridge, where there were a few sailors, with a 
piece or two of cannon in front of the bridge, who, I understood, were to destroy the bridge in case the enemy ap- 
proached. After but little delay, I rode back to the uniform troops, who, I found, were getting in motion to march 
to Bladensburg, to which way it was then said that the enemy were coming. I immediately rode on towards Bla- 
densburg with all expedition. When [ arrived upon the hill, on this side of the Bladensburg bridge, I observed 
Colonel Monroe, the then Secretary of State, just in the rear of our troops, which were posted on both sides of the 
road, between there and Bladensburg; the cry was, that the enemy were coming, but no person appeared to be able 
to give any correct account of them. [ then observed to Mr. Monroe, that I would go on and see the enemy, and 
would let them know when they were coming. I accordingly rode into Bladensburg, and halted a few minutes at 
Ross’s tavern, where there were a few militiamen, from whom I could get no other information than that the enemy 
were coming on the river road. I then proceeded to a height, a little west of Ross’s tavern, called Lowndes’ Hill. 
which had a commanding prospect of the river road for a considerable distance, and which was almost fronting the 
hill. After remaining there fur some time, I observed, at a considerable distance, a great cloud of dust rise tu « 
great degree, which satisfied me that they were coming in great force. Sometime after, | observed a few horsemen, 
not in uniform, on the road, who appeared to be reconnoitering, and were soon followed by troops that filled the 
road. They appeared to march very slow, and in close order, not less than twenty-four or thirty abreast in front. 
and the horsemen before spoken of, sometimes in front, and at other times a little to the right of the front; which 
position they marched in until they nearly approached the foot of the hill, and not more than a gunshot from me. 
where I was sitting on my horse, and the road in full sight for near a mile, and that filled with British troops, and 
still approaching. At this time there was not a person in sight of me, other than the enemy, except one dragoon, 
who appeared to have been posited there a little to my left, upon the same hill, where I left him, and have since 
understood he was taken by the advance party of the enemy. When they approached to the foot of the hill, and } 
expected they might attempt to cut off my retreat to the bridge, I fell back, and descended the hill in the front of 
Mr. Lowndes’ house; and, immediately after I crossed the bridge, I looked back, and found that the advance party 
of horse had got into the Annapolis road, to the east of Lowndes’ house, and about twenty-four of them went up a 
lane in Bladensburg, towards the Baltimore road, leaving six or eight at the entrance of the lane. 

I then was proceeding to our troops, to give information, when I met the President, General Armstrong, Colone! 
Monroe, and Mr. Rush, the Attorney General, considerably in advance of all our troops, going immediately into Bla- 
densburg. | observed, on meeting them, ** Mr. Madison, the enemy are now in Bladensburg.” He exclaimed, with 
surprise, ** the enemy in Bladensburg!” and, at the same moment, they all turned their horses and rode towards ou: 
troops with considerable speed. I called out aloud, ** Mr. Madison, if you will stop I will show them to you; they are 
now in sight.”? He paid no attention. ‘They all rode off very fast, except Mr. Rush, who halted, and I observed to him 
that there are part of the enemy stopping at that lane; he said, that cannot be the enemy, they are not in uniform. 


[ told him that they were a part of the advance party, that the others had gone up the lane, and that not any of them 
were in uniform. At this moment the red-coats began to heave in sight, in two sections, some in the rear, and 
others in the front, of Lowndes’ house, and were forming in the Annapolis road. Mr. Rush, on seeing them, ob- 
served, ** [ am satisfied;” and turned his horse very suddenly to ride away, when his hat fell off, and he rode some 
distance without it, when I called out to him, ** Mr. Rush, come back and take up your hat;” which he did, and then 
pursued his company with all speed. Our troops, before I could get up to them, began to fire, from the i 
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line, with cannon and small arms, into the town of Bladensburg. I supposed, at the time, it was from the informa- 
tion communicated by Mr. Madison from me, as I was the last person from Bladensburg. I immediately rode u 
the hill, expecting to find some of the Heads of Departments, to endeavorto get them to stop the firing, till it coul 
be more effectual. I could not see the President or any of the gentlemen that were with him when I gave him the 
information. But I observed General Winder in the rear of the line, who I found to be the commanding officer. I 
immediately addressed him, and informed him that I was just from Bladensburg, and that there was but a very 
small party of the enemy in the town; that they had commenced firing too early; and that, if they would reserve 
their fire for a few minutes, the British troops were then coming down the hill, and were about to form on the Anna 
polis road, when they would be able to do some execution: for they were then heaving their fire away. I found that 
General Winder appeared to pay but little attention to what [had said. I remained upon the battle ground for some 
time, and until the retreat was ordered, and every thing and every body appeared to be in the greatest confusion, no 
point fixed for rallying, or bringing the enemy to action, and the ater part of our troops were retreating in the 
greatest disorder. I returned to the city, and stopped at the President’s house, which I found entirely abandoned, 
excepting one white servant, who informed me that the President had returned from the battle ground, and that he 
had gone out of the city. Lobserved at the President’s door two.pieces of cannon, well mounted on travelling car- 
. riages, which had been fixed there for the defence of the house, under a guard of soldiers, for some time, which was 
also abandoned. ‘This being late in the day, and the most of the retreating soldiers having passed by, there was, how- 
ever, still some coming on, very much fatigued, and worn down with hunger and thirst. I stopped a number of 
them, and plied them with plenty of brandy, which I got the President’s servant to bring forward from the house. I’ 
then prevailed upon the soldiery to remove the cannon, by hand, towards Georgetown, where they were saved from 
falling into the hands of the enemy, who took possession of the house soon after. ‘This now being near night, and 
not seeing a single military man in the city, I retired afew miles in the country, where I soon was a spectator to the 
conflagration of the capitol, President’s house, &c. 

[ remained in the vicinity of the city until after the enemy had abandoned it, when I returned; and in a day or 
two after, when stopping at the door of Colonel Monroe, who was present, as well as Mr. Madison, Mr. Rush, and 
several other gentlemen, Mr. Rush observed to me, sir, we consider ourselves under obligations to you for prevent- 
ing our falling into the hands of the enemy at Bladensburg; observing, at the same time, that they were going imme- 
diately into Bladensburg, understanding that part of General Winder’s troops were there, and that they should 
have supposed the advance part of the enemy, not in uniform, were a part of General Winder’s troops. ‘The fore- 
going is as correct a narrative of facts as I can at this time recollect. 

I am, sir, with great respect, &c. 
WM. SIMMONS. 


The Honorable R. M. Jounson, &c. 


SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS. 


. Grorcetown, December 16, 1814. 
IR: 

I had the honor to receive yours of yesterday. My statement shall be concise as possible. On perusing, in 
the National Intelligencer, of the 10th instant, the report of the committee of which you are chairman, the following 
passage arrested my attention: ‘* From early in the morning till late in the afternoon, Colonel Minor sought Colo- 
nel Carbery diligently, but he could not be found. He rode to head quarters and obtained an order from General 
Winder upon the arsenal, for arms, &c.—marched to the place with his regiment, Colonel Carbery arrived at the 
moment, and apologized for his absence, and informed Colonel Minor that he had, the evening before, ridden out 
to his country seat.” 

Without adverting to the information on which the committee may have thought proper to rely, for what is stated 
in the above extract, I shall merely proceed to state some facts, supported by respectable testimony, which, it'is 
believed, will, in the opinion of the committee, completely invalidate what is there set forth. 

1. It will appear that, on the night of the 23d of August, between the hours of nine and eleven, I was seen be- 
tween Capitol hill and the camp. See the certificate of Major Marsteller, Deputy Quartermaster General, No. 1. 
That, late at night of the 23d, I arrived at Mr. Semmes’ hotel, in Georgetown; that I lodged there that night; was 
seen about sunrise next morning, near M’Leod’s hotel, on the Pennsylvania avenue; and that afterwards I returned 
to my quarters in Georgetown, and breakfasted. See Nos. 3 and 4, given by Mr. Semmes, my landlord, and Cap- 
tain Cassin, of the District militia. That, on the morning of 24th August, between seven and nine, I signed requi- 
sitions for arms, &c. for Colonel Minor, and gave them to the surgeon of his regiment. See Lieutenant Hobbs, 
No.2. That Doctor Jones, who was with our troops when the action commenced, returning to his hospital to 
attend to his duties there, saw Colonel Minor’s troops halted on Capitol Hill, and thinks they were getting their 
dinners. See his certificate, No. 5. That, in the opinion of Lieutenant Baden, of the ordnance department, Colo- 
nel Minor’s troops, from the time they arrived at the arsenal, had sufficient time to have got their arms, &c. and 
have marched to the battle ground betore the action commenced. See his certificate, No. 6, 

These certificates being in your hands can easily be referred to. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


HENRY CARBERY, Colonel 36th U. 8. Infantry. 


The Honorable Ricuarp M. Jounson, 
Chairman of a Committee of Congress. 


George W. Campbell’s letter. 
Nasuvitzg, (Ten.) December 7, 1814. 


Sir: 

[ have had the honor to receive your letter of the 29th October last. You request that I should give the 
committee, of which you are chairman, such facts and views as may be in my power respecting the proceedings of 
a cabinet council on the Ist of July last, in relation to the defence of military district No. 10; and on the subject 
of a conversation that took place between the President and myself, on the 24th of August, respecting the part 
General Armstrong was to take at Bladensburg: and also any other facts and views that may be thought pertinent 
to a fair and impartial inquiry ints the causes of the fall of the capital of the United States. : 

The information requested by the committee shall be given without reserve so. far as my recollection and state 
of health will enable me. I deem it, however, proper, previously, to state, that, according to the views I entertain 
of the relations existing between the Executive and the other members of the Government, usually called on to as- 
sist in council, I should not consider myself bound, on such —_ as the present, to disclose, in-all cases, the 

roceedings which may have taken place at such council, or what _may have passed at a conversation held with the 
President individually, such as that above referred to, as such disclosure might justly be considered as restrained; 
in the former case, on the ground of official, and in the latter, on that of personal confidences; and, without taking into 
consideration the effect of the restraint that would naturally be imposed on such deliberations and interchange of 
sentiments, by establishing the precedent that they were liable to public disclosure whenever called for, there might 
be cases in which the public interest would be compromitted by such development. I do not; however, consider 
the present such a case; and I have no motive for withholding the information required on account of any bearing 
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it might be supposed to have on my own conduct on that occasion, or on that of any other member of the Govern- 
ment, as I am perfectly satisfied it is the desire of the Executive, and — it 1s so also of the other members, 
that every circumstance calculated to throw light on the subject before the committee, and develop the real causes 
which led to the late events at the Seat of Government, should be disclosed without reserve. Under these impres- 
sions, therefore, I act, in giving the information desired. 

At the cabinet council referred to, held on the Ist of July, by the members of the Government, convened by 
request of the President, I was present. Despatches had been received, a few days previously thereto, from two 
of our ministers (Messrs. Gallatin and Bayard) in Europe, the consideration of which, according to my present 
impressions, was the principal object of the conference. They were accordingly taken up for deliberation, and 
the changed aspect of affairs in Europe, as unfolded by them, as well as by information derived from other sources, 
was brought into view. The subject of our foreign relations, generally, was taken into consideration, and the 
effect the late great events on the continent would be likely to produce upon them was freely spoken of. It was 
stated as probable, first, I believe, by the President, that England, considering her own relative power and influ- 
ence greatly increased, would be disposed to employ a considerable portion of her military and naval forces, lately 
disengaged from the great European contest, in prosecuting the war against this country; that she might be expected 
to strengthen herself in Canada, and carry on her depredations against our Atlantic coast on a scale more extend- 
ed than heretofore. Some general remarks were also made on the propriety of adapting our measures to that state 
of things an increase of the enemy’s forces would produce: and there appeared a concurrence of opinion among 
the members as to the importance of providing the means, and making the requisite arrangements, for defending 
not only district No. 10, including the Seat of Government, but, as far as practicable, every other portion of the 
Union, against which an attack might reasonably be expected; but I do not at present recollect any specific propo- 
sition, made while I was present, in relation to the defence of that district, or any other place in particular. I can- 
not, however, undertake to state in detail all the proceedings that took place in relation to this subject on that oc- 
casion. The state of my health was very imperfect, and some official duty, according to my present recollection, 
requiring to be attended to at a certain hour, occasioned me to withdraw before the subject of the defence of the 
Seat of Government was formally taken up for decision; nor do I now recollect of being present when the question 
on that subject was decided. The President, either on my return the same day, or shortly after, informed me it 
had been determined to call forth and organize a force deemed sufficient for the defence of the district, and particu- 
lariy the Seat of Government, of which measure I approved; and, from the Secretary of War, I afterwards un- 
derstood the number to be called on for that purpose was fifteen thousand men, which appeared to me amply suffi- 
cient. Nothing further occurs to me, at present, in relation te what passed at that conference, while I was present, 
on the subject of the defence of the Seat of Government. I recollect that, about this time, the President, in con- 
versation, stated his impressions to be, dn the fullest consideration he had been able to give the state of affairs in 
Europe, in connexion with the disposition of Great Britain, as far as it could be ascertained from the late despatch- 
es of our ministers, as well as from other sources of information, that we ought to calculate she would direct a con- 
siderable portion of her numerous forces, liberated from the late great conflicts on the continent, and left entirely at 
her disposal, against this country, either to produce a favorable effect on the pending negotiation, and, if disposed to 
peace, close the war with some brilliant achievement calculated to give her arms the air of eclat; or, if not, so dis- 
posed, for the purpose of prosecuting the war more vindictively, and possibly with a view to other more ambitious 
objects; and that, whatever might be her ulterior views, we ought to expect that Washington wd being the seat of 
the National Government, and, from its local situation, more accessible, as well as less capable of defence, than 
most other places, would be among the first objects of her attack, and that we ought, therefore, to make the requi- 
site preparations to meet such event. With this view, I understood, General Winder was appointed to the com- 
mand of the district, and orders given for concentrating, in the neighborhood of the city, such force, to consist of 
regulars and militia, as was deemed sufficient for its defence. : ; 

The conversation between the President and myself, on the 24th August, respecting which the committee re- 
quests information, having taken place incidentally, and under peculiar circumstances, it will not be expected that 
1 should recapitulate it at length; and it may be difficult to communicate its substance with precision, or the causes 
that led to it, without going more into detail than would be acceptable to the committee, or accord with my own in- 
clination. 

When it was known, on the evening of the 23d of August, that the troops under General Winder had retired 
across the Eastern Branch, and encamped in the city, it occasioned, as may be readily supposed, considerable agita- 
tion in the minds of the citizens. It appeared to have been expected, that, in case our. force was not considered 
sufficient to meet and repulse the enemy on his landing, his advance would be opposed, and his progress, at least. 
retarded as far as practicable, by harassing him on his march, erecting defensive words at suitable positions, and 
throwing such other obstructions in his way, as was best calculated to check his movements; for all which opera- 
tions the nature of the country through which he must pass was said to be very favorable; when, therefore, it was 
stated that he was near the city, without such means having been either at all, or but partially resorted to, it pro- 
duced some surprise, as well as inquiry into the causes that led to such a result. Falling in conversation with the 
Secretary of War, on this subject, I expressed my apprehensions that suffering the enemy to approach so near (it 
his progress could by any possible means have been checked) as to make the fate of the city depend on a single bat- 
tle, to be maintained, on our part, principally by raw, inexperienced troops, was hazarding too much. He appeared 
to concur in this opinion. And 4 ee I inquired whether the late movements of the troops were made pursuant to 
his advice, or with his approbation; and what plan of operations was determined on to oppose the further progress of 
the enemy; -and, also, whether our army would have the benefit of his suggestions and advice, in directing its future 
movements; he gave me to understand that the movements which had taken place were not in ae of any 
plan or advice given by him; that General Winder, having been appointed to the command of the district, including 
the city, and the means assigned for its defence placed at his disposal, he was considered as having the direction oi 
their application; and it was to be presumed he had formed such plans for defending the city, as he deemed best 
suited to the emergency and the means he possessed; and that interposing his opinion might be considered indeli- 
cate, and perhaps improper, unless he had the approbation of the Executive for so doing; in which case, any assist- 
ance that his suggestions or advice could render, should be afforded. ; 

It appeared to me an occasion so highly important and critical demanded the united efforts of all the military 
skill and ability within the reach of the Government; and that feelings of delicacy, if their cause could be removed, 
— not be allowed to come in collision with the public interest; and, I believe, I so expressed myself to Generai 

rmstrong. 

On the following morning, I set out with the Secretary of War for General Winder’s head quarters, then near 
the bridge on the Eastern Branch. When we proceeded as far as the President’s house, we learned he had gone 
on before. Some other company joining us, I proceeded in advance, and arrived there before the Secretary; where 
[ found, with General Winder, the President, the Secretary of the Navy, and, [ believe, the Attorney General of 
the United States, with some military officers. Some conversation took place in relation to the route the enemy 
would be most likely to pursue in approaching the city; when a messenger arrived, bringing the commanding gen- 
eral information, considered by him decisive, that they would advance by Bladensburg, and he immediately pro- 
ceeded with the troops to that place. At this time the Secretary of War had arrived. All the members of the 
Government, that were pans, left the house. Falling in conversation with the President, I took occasion to state 
to him the impressions of the Secretary of War, as to the line of conduct his duty required him to observe on that 
occasion; and arlded, in substance, according to my_present recollection, that the very critical situation of affairs 
appeared to me to require all the aid that military skill and ability could afford; that, on so important an occasion, 
considerations of delicacy, as to conflicting authority, should not, I presumed, be allowed to My 3 ~ po in any de- 
gree, the public interest; that [ regretted the reserve apparently-observed by the Secretary of War; but under- 
stood from him, he acted on the ground that, as ei Winder was appointed to the command of the district, 


and the means designed for its detence placed at his disposal, he was considered as possessing the right to direct the 
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manner of their application; and that, in interposing his opinion, without Executive approbation, might be consider- 
ed indelicate, and perhaps an improper interference with the commanding general’s authority; but that, if it was 
known to be the President’s pleasure, he would afford any aid in his power, by his presence and advice; and I be- 
lieve [ also stated that, considering the extraordinary and menacing aspect of our affairs, [ thought it my duty 
to make him this communication, that, in case he should think proper, the ground on which the Secretary acted 
might be removed. ‘The President replied, as I understood him, that General Armstrong might have known, any 
proper order given by him would sendiie meet with the. Executive sanction; and that there was no doubt, any sugges- 
tions from him would be duly attended to by General Winder. Upon my remarking I had reason to believe, with- 
out his approbation, the Secretary would not interpose his opinion, or take any part in the business of the day, the 
President observed, he would speak to him on the subject. The President, the Secretary of War, and myself, were 
then onhorseback. ‘The President joined the Secretary, and some conversation took place between them, the pur- 
port of which I did not hear. 

- The President, after parting from the Secretary, observed to me he had spoken to General Armstrong on the 
subject I had named to him, and that no difficulty, he presumed, would occur in the case; that any suggestions, 
made by the Secretary, would, without doubt, receive due attention from the commanding general, and, should any 
objection be made on the ground of authority, the matter might readily be adjusted, as he would not himself be far dis- 
tant; and the Secretary’s order, (I presume it was meant in writing) given on the field; if necessary, would be 
considered as carrying with it the Executive sanction. 

The foregoing is, according to the best of my recollection, the substance of what the President communicated to 
me after conversing with General Armstrong. It, however, occurred in the midst of much bustle, and where various 
other subjects presented themselves for consideration; it is therefore possible I may not have understood him cor- 
rectly, or may not now recollect all that passed. 

Some general conversation took place about this time respecting the pate force, movements, and objects, of 
the enemy; also respecting the direction to be given to certain portions of our own troops, particularly those under 
Commodore Barney, who had not then been put in motion, and whom the Commodore appeared very desirous should 
be permitted, with himself, to take a share in the expected battle. Mention was also made of the precautionary 
measures proper to be taken, in the possible event of the enemy’s success against the city, respecting the public pro- 
perty at the navy yard, &c.; and, also, the propriety suggested in such case, of the members of the Government 
convening at some suitable place, to determine on ulterior arrangements; and Fredericktown was agreed on as best 
calculated for that purpose. 

After parting with the President, I joined the Secretary of War, then on his way to Bladensburg; he observed 
the President had spoken to him respecting the operations of the day; that he would proceed to the scene of action; 
and, if there should be occasion, would suggest, to the commanding general, whatever occurred to him as likely to 
be useful; and, should it become necessary, he would, on the field, give a written order that would carry with it, of 
course, official authority. He did not, however, state to me the particulars of the conversation that-passed between 
the President and himself. Near the turnpike gate I parted with the Secretary; the state of my health required that 
I should return to my lodging. 

The foregoing contains all that occurs to me at present, in relation to the specific inquiries of the committee. 

On the subject of their general inquiry, respecting the causes of the capture of the seat of Government, it is not 
probable I can add any thing to the information they already possess, derived from other sources. A combination 
of circumstances, not easily accounted for, some of which could not probably have been anticipated, and others 
against which it might have been difficult to provide by any precautions that could have been adopted, led, it is be- 
lieved, to that event. 

The sudden advance of the enemy, after his arrival on our coast, so considerable a distance into the country; 
destitute ashe wasfknown to be of cavalry, and, in a great degree, of artillery, as well as of the means of transport- 
ing provisions; without delaying to establish garrisons, or otherwise to provide for keeping open his ’communica- 
tion with his shipping and supplies; was a measure that could not, it is presumed, be justified on any military 
principle, and may not, therefore, have been anticipated in time to provide effectually against its consequences. On 
the other hand, the tardy movements of the militia, called on from the neighboring States for the defence of the city, 
and their consequent failure to arrive in time, at the scene of action, whatever may have occasioned it, may un- 
doubtedly be considered as the principal cause of the catastrophe that followed. 

How far the troops who had arrived, and were present, might, under the guidance of different management, have 
succeeded in retarding the enemy, and, with the aid of the reinforcements hourly expected, in finally repulsing him, 
is not for me to decide: and it is a question on which even military men may not perhaps agree. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
G. W. CAMPBELL. 
Honorable R. M. Jonnson, &c. 
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SUBSISTING THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 25, 1815. 


House or Representatives, November 12, 1814. 

SiR: 
I am instructed by the Committee on Military Affairs to ask information on the following points: 

1. What is the present mode of subsisting the army? 

2. If by contracts, what are the defects, if any, and the remedy? ; ; t 

3. Whether any other mode can be adopted, combining, in a greater degree, certainty and promptitude with 
economy and responsibility? 

4. Whether the alternative offered by law, of substituting commissaries to contractors, has been adopted; and 
if yes, what has been the general result? 


I have the honor to be, with high consideration and respect, 
G. M. TROUP. 


War Department, December 23, 1814. 

Sir: 

Not wishing to rely altogether on my own judgment in replying to your inquiries relating to the best mode of 

subsisting the troops of the United States, [ have consulted the officers of greatest experience who were within my 
reach, on the presumption that I should best promote the views of the committee, by collecting all the light that 

could on the subject. I have the honor now to submit to you a letter from General Scott, one from General Gaines, 

and one from Colonel Fenwick, which meet fully those inquiries in every circumstance. ‘hese officers give a de- 
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cided preference to the system of supply by commissaries, in preference to that by contractors; and I have reason 
to believe that the officers generally concur with them in that preference. It has my unqualified assent. 

Should the proposed plan be adopted, it will readily occur to the committee that the commissaries to be ap- 
pointed should be placed on a very respectable footing; so high a trust should be committed to such of our citizens 
only as are most distinguished for their abilities, their patriotism, and integrity. I shall be happy to furnish details 
on this subject, should the honorable committee desire it. ] 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 


Hon. Mr. Trovr. 


GENERAL SCOTT’S REMARKS. 
Observations on the mode of subsisting an Army by Contract and by Commissariat. 


The first method is believed to be impolitic, and is vicious in time of war; also liable to many objections in a 
state of peace. In time of war, contractors may betray an army; they are not confidential and responsible agents, 
appointed by the Government. ‘The principal only is known to the War Office, and therefore may be supposed to be 
free from this objection; but his deputies and issuing agents are appointed without the concurrence or knowledge of 
the General or the Government. ‘The deputies or issuing agents are necessarily as well acquainted with the numerical 
strength of the army to which they are attached, as the Adjutant General himself. For a bribe they may communi- 
cate this intelligence to the enemy, or fail to make issues at some critical moment, and thus defeat the best views 
and hopes of the commander-ia-chief. The movements of an army are necessarily subordinate to its means of sub- 
sistence; or, as Marshal Saxe expresses it, to considerations connected with the belly. ‘The present mode of sub- 
sisting our armies, puts the contractor above the General. If a contractor corresponds with the enemy, he can only 
be tried by the civil courts of the United S.ates, as in the case of other persons charged with treason; (courts mar- 
tial having decided that contractors do not come within the meaning of the 60th article of the rules and articles of 
war;) and if a contractor fails to make issues, he can only be punished by civil actions. I speak of cases arisin 
within the limits of the United States. In the enemy’s country, I suppose, a General, who knows his duty, woul 
not fail to hang a contractor who should, by guilty neglect or corruption, bring any serious disaster upon the army. 
A sudden event frequently ~— a General to order troops to a distant and new station; notice is given to this con- 
tractor to supply, &c.; but the latter, finding that prompt arrangements will diminish his profits, pleads a want of 
reasonable notice. ‘This term is indefinite, and if the General and contractor differ, it can only be settled by a court 
of common law, It is no reply to his objection to say, that, on a sudden emergency, like that supposed, the Ge- 
neral may appoint a special agent to supply the troops, by purchases on account. of the United States. ‘This would 
only show the superiority of a commissariat. 

The interests of the contractor are in precise opposition to those of the troops. The checks provided by the con- 
tract may be sufficient to prevent abuse, if the officers are vigilant and have leisure to resort to those checks; but 
when the army is on a forced march, or is manceuvering in the face of the enemy, the contractor has it in his power 
to practise many impositions with impunity, as in the case of an army or detachment ordered to march on short no- 
tice, to take with it subsistence for a given time. In such case, there is no time for a formal survey or minute in- 
spection of the rations offered by the contractor, according to the mode pointed out in the contract. The contractor 
avails himself of the hurry of the moment, and issues provisions deficient in quantity and quality. Unless the rations, 
before they are received by the regimental quartermaster, are surveyed and condemned, there is no remedy except 
by a civil action on the case, as between citizen and citizen. Contractors, as before observed, are not amenable to 
courts martial. Every option given to the contractor under the contract, operates to the prejudice of the troops, and 
frequently embarrasses the General: as in the case of bread or flour, either of which the contractor may issue at plea- 
sure. Eighteen ounces of flour will yield twenty-seven of bread; therefore, when the soldier finds it convenient to 
bake his own bread, or to commute his flour for twenty or twenty-two ounces of bread, the contractors will not 
choose to issue flour, because he too finds the same convenience, and reserves to himself the profit. Under other 
circumstances, when both the soldier and contractor find it inconvenient or impossible to bake bread, the latter avails 
himself of his option, and issues flour. Under this uncertainty, it is impossible for the General to calculate an 
march with precision. When the troops receive flour instead of bread, more time must be allowed for cooking. It 
is this option which prevents the General from obliging the contractor to provide magazines of hard bread for prompt 
movements and expeditions, in which bread wagons cannot follow the troops. Hard bread occupies, comparatively, 
but little space. To attain an important object, every soldier may very well carry in his haversack five or six 
days’ bread (without meat) and thus march more than one hundred miles independent of ovens, wagons, or con- 
tractors. Our armies have sometimes been supplied with hard bread in the following manner: ‘The contractor de- 
livers flour, and has credit for so many rations of that article as are contained in the barrels delivered at once. ‘The 
quartermaster general causes the flour to be converted into hard bread, at the expense of the United States. ‘The 
bread is then turned over to the contractor, who issues it to the troops, receiving a certain per centage fur his trou- 
ble. Nothing can more clearly demonstrate the necessity of appointing commissariats to supply the army in the 

lace of contractors. It is almost impossible for the General to compel the contractor to supply the troops regu- 
arly with seap and vinegar (component parts of the rations) because the trouble of procuring om generally ex- 
ceeds the contract prices of these articles; and yet, nothing can be more essential to the cleanliness and health of 
troops. ‘The contractor generally endeavors to give whiskey in the way of commutation, which costs the officers 
much exertion to prevent. If the contract system is continued, | would recommend diminishing the allowance for 
whiskey, and the reverse for vinegar, soap, and candles. 

It would be endless to trace the petty villanies which contractors are daily tempted to commit, to the prejudice 
of the troops, arising out of this opposition of interests before noticed. The interests of the contractor put him per- 
poy on the alert. ‘The vigilance of the officer is sometimes necessarily relaxed. There is no such opposition 

tween duty and interest in the case of commissariats, who purchase and issue on account of Government. A com- 
missary, if destitute of character, might be disposed to charge the government more for a barrel of whiskey, or a 
bullock, or flour, than the article cost him; but it can never be his interest to impose unsound provisions on the 
troops. It is presumed that, if a commissariat be resorted to, the officers composing it will be appointed on the usual 
evidences of character, and subjected to martial law. It will not be necessary to give them rank, except as it re- 
spects each other, as commissary general, deputy and assistant commissary general. Such is the practice in the 
Prench and English armies. 

W. SCOTT. 


General Gaines’s remarks on Contracts for Provisions, §c. 
Sir: 


I regret to be under the necessity of troubling you with complaints, but my own exertions to enforce the con- 
mone ag ensure regular supplies of rations, having failed, I am compelled to resort to this mode of seeking a 
remedy. ! 

The sub-contractor at Wilmington has not furnished a day’s rations for near two weeks past. The sub-con- 
tractor at Billingsport, New Jersey, as well as the one at Marcus Hook, our principal encampment, have, in defi- 
ance of my frequent orders and threats, and contrary to their contract, contrived to palm upon the troops the coarsest 
and cheapest provisions, and such as are often damaged. ‘To effect this criminal species of speculation, they keep 
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in store little more, and often not as much, as is necessary to meet the returns from day to day; hence the troops 
are often compelled to draw damaged provisions, or draw none atall. This conduct, on ‘the part of the sub-con- 
tractors, occasioned yesterday, at Marcus Hook, such serious disorders in some of the corps, that it became neces- 
sary to confine two young officers, and some twenty men; and I this evening received a report from Billingsport, 
that the troops there have been all day without provisions, the rations offered for issue in the morning being so 
much damaged as to require their condemnation. | have just now purchased and forwarded a supply. The New 
Jersey militia are very orderly. ; 

I have uniformly given the best attention in my power, ever since the commencement of the war, to the supply 
of rations, and the conduct of contractors; and if I were called before Heaven to answer, whether we have not lost 
more men by the badness of the provisions, than by the fire of the enemy, I should give it as my opinion that we 
had; and if asked what causes have tended most to retard our military operations, and repress that high spirit of 
enterprise, for which the American soldiers are pre-eminently distinguished, and the indulgence of which would 
not fail to veteranize our troops, by the annoyance and destruction of the enemy, I should say, the irregularity in 
the supply, and badness of the rations, have been the principal causes. _ 

Original contractors seem to be a privileged order of men, who, by virtue of ‘the profits of the contract, are ele- 
vated above the drudgery which a common sense view of the contract would seem to impose on them. . They take 
care to secure to themselves at least one cent per ration, leaving a second, and sometimes a third order of miserable 
under contractors to perform the duties, and each of these must calculate on making money. ‘Thus the contract, 
after being duly entered into at Washington, is bid off, until it falls into the hands of men who are forced to bear 
certain loss and ultimate ruin, or commit frauds, by furnishing damaged provisions; they generally choose. the latter, 
o— it should tend to destroy the army. I know the opinion of no officer on this subject, who does not think 
with me. ; 

It is true, that, in most cases,where purchases have been ordered by. the General, on the failures of the contractor, 
the provisions have cost more than the ordinary contract price; but this proves nothing in favor of the contract sys- 
tem; but, on the contrary, proves that the contractor, when unable to purchase below the contract price, withdraws 
himself from the service, and leaves the troops to suffer, or be supplied by order of the General, with little or no 
previous notice, so that the purchasing officer is obliged to take what can be got, at the highest prices; and these 
failures generally take place when near the enemy, and where regular supplies are most wanted. ‘The purchases 
are ordered by the General, and made by the officers when their time is most precious, and their attention constant- 
ly called to their regular duties; under these circumstances, it is vain to expect purchases at very low prices. But 
if, instead of a contractor, a commissioned officer should be authorized to supply the rations at the original cost of 
the provisions, and should be allowed a little time to look out for the best markets, and be enabled, by punctual 
payments, to support the public credit, I have no doubt that the supplies would not only be good and regular, but 
even lower than they can be under any contract system. _ Commissioned officers only should be employed in this 
duty; men who stand most solemnly pledged to serve the United States honestly and faithfully, and to obey orders; 
men who may be cashiered or capitally punished by military law, for neglect of duty, or for fraudulent practices. 

I feel persuaded that I could, with the assistance of one of the general staff, and the regimental quartermasters, 
supply the troops altogether and completely, without being more frequently called from my other duties than the 
neglects in the contractor’s department have usually called me. If you should deem an experiment desirable, I will 
most cheerfully undertake it, and pledge myself that the rations shall not cost more than eighteen cents, and, pro- 
bably, not so much. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
E. P. GAINES. 

Hon. James Monroe, Secretary of War. 


Colonel Fenwick’s remarks on supplying the army with Provisions. 


Wasuineton, December 23, 1814. 


In conformity with your commands, I have the honor of reporting to you the present means of victualling our 
army by contract, the impositions and danger attending such a mode of supply, and the necessity of destroying the 
evil, by substituting a commissariat. Contracts are never fulfilled to the letter, and never will be so long as avarice 
exists; and where so many opportunities present themselves to the military contractor for imposition and fraud, we 
must expect he will avail himself of them; that his fortune may be made with too great rapidity for the comfort and 
health of the soldier, every expedient is resorted to, to increase their profits. Bread half baked, sour flour, damaged 
meat, are amongst the many resources they employ: more than half the issues are made without the smaller parts of 
the rations; vinegar, soap, and candles, are retained under the most frivolous excuses; and you are, sir, sensible, 
how conducive to the soldier’s health must be both soap and vinegar; these evils I have witnessed in every part of 
the country. Seldom could the wrong be redressed, because the commanding officer had not the means; the abuse 
could not be punished; the contractor was beyond his control. Discontent was excited amongst the men, but com- 
plaint is often found unprofitable, for, if the provisions are condemned, the agent is so dilatory in replacing them, 
that the men get no food for the greater part, if net the whole, of that day.* These are the causes of complaint with 
the army, and the best planned operations may be frustrated.by the perverse or tardy contractor, or his dishonest 
agent, who, if base enough to defraud the soldier, would be equally so in communicating with the enemy. The his- 
tory of all the wars in Europe is big with treachery, whenever a Power depended for its supplies on contractors. 
Numerous are the instances of failures of expeditions in the wars of Marlborough and Frederick. Contractors, or 
their agents, were the principals in the mischief. In our own campaignst we have already experienced this evil. 
Many other reasons might be adduced how, and why, supplies will fail, if this system of contract is continued; it 
does not exist in any army of Europe; it has proven itself fallacious and expensive in a high degree. Even the British, 
riveted as they are to old habits, have been compelled to abandon it, and assume the commissariat of the continent. 
Lord Wellington speaks of the impossibility of supplying his army in Spain by any other means, There is not an 
officer or soldier in the army who would not petition you to do away this destructive system, and substitute com- 
missaries, who would be actuated by feeling, honor, and the fear of disgrace. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with very great respect and consideration, your obedient servant, 


JOHN R. FENWICK. 


* Occurred at New York, + At Black Creek, Upper Canada. 
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13th Concress. } No. 139. [Sd Session. 


DEFENCE OF THE CITY OF BALTIMORE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 1, 1815, 


To the President of the United States, and the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, the memorial of the Committee of Vigilance and Safety of the city and precincts 


of Baltimore. 


Your memorialists beg leave to draw your attention to the necessity of providing a force adequate to the defence 
of the city of Baltimore, during the next campaign, and, in doing so, they would take the liberty to submit the follow- 
ing statement and reflections for your consideration. — ; ; K, 

Nothing has so strikingly illustrated the easy accessibility of the city of Baltimore to an invading enemy, as the 
demonstration made upon it during the last summer. It then appeared that large frigates, and any number of bomb 
vessels, could, without molestation from the shore, approach and lie within shell range of Fort McHenry, the chief 
strong hold of the city; and that, unless the channels should be seasonably and effectually obstructed, they might 
approach within reach of the city itself along a prong of the Patapsco, called Ferry Branch. It also appeared that 
any number of troops may with ease be landed on that long narrow slip of aps, called Patapsco Neck. the most 
remote point of which is about twelve miles from Baltimore, and that, when landed, unless checked or repelled by 
an equal or superior force, they may, in a very short time, be marched to the assault of any part of the city. Thus 
much has been clearly evinced by the late attack of the enemy. The other directions from which assaults were 
seriously apprehended, it might be highly imprudent to point out and explain in a paper, with the contents of which 
the enemy may hereafter become acquainted; and the more especially since that enemy, every where barbarous and 
malignant, may well be supposed to cherish opeay rancorous spirit of hostility against a city from which he 
has been driven back with disappointment and disgrace, and to be anxiously attentive to all the means by which he 
may best explore every avenue to assault, and be enabled to select the weakest and most vulnerable. 

‘he people of Baltimore, apprized of the power and temper of the enemy with whom they had to contend, have, 
during the last summer, exerted every means in their power to render their city as streng and as defensible as possi- 
ble. ‘They hold in readiness obstructions prepared-to be thrown into the channels of the river leading to the city, 
at the shortest notice; have, chiefly by their own personal labor or contributions, caused forts, redoubts, or breast- 
works, to be thrown up, and nearly completed, under the direction of the military authority, round about the whole 
extent of the city; and they have aided, as far as in their power, in procuring and mounting the ordnance necessar 
and suitable to the works so erected. When those lines and forts shall be well and fully manned, Baltimore will 
ieel perfectly secure; its citizens may then with confidence set the enemy at defiance; but not till then. 

Your memorialists deem it unnecessary to state the strength of the regular force now stationed here, because the 
most correct sources of information upon this subject are at the seat of Government. It is, however, confessed] 
very inferior, and inadequate to the defence of the city. Your memorialists have not been able to ascertain wit 
precision the number of men requisite for the defence of Baltimore; but from a consideration of the ease with which 
the city may be approached, both by land and water, as manifested in the late attack; of the various points to be de- 
fended; of the reported threats and disposable force of the enemy; and also of information obtained from some of 
the most experienced and intelligent military characters, they are strongly impressed with a belief that a considera- 
ble permanent force of regulars is indispensable to the safety of the city. Whether such a force can be detached 
from the military establishment now on foot, is more than your memorialists can undertake to say; but every expec- 
tation that it would be done, has thus far been withheld from them, and they have uniformly been given to under- 
stand that their reliance must be placed, during the next campaign, as heretofore, on the militia to be called together 
as occasion may require. Against such an arvrangement your memorialists, on behalf of their fellow citizens, the 
people of Baltimore and its precincts, must beg leave warmly to remonstrate and most decidedly to protest. The in- 
efficiency of militia alone for any regular or {important operation of war, has been so often and so fully tested that 
it cannot now be necessary to adduce either proofs, or arguments, to show what has been so long and universally 
admitted. ‘The experience of this, as well as that of the Revolutionary war, shows that, to repel the hasty preda- 
tory incursions of an enemy, militia may often be brought to act with much effect, and that they are a useful, and 
often powerful auxiliary force in partisan warfare; it also shows that it would be extremely. unsafe to rely upon them 
solely for the defence of the extensive lines of a large city against any very considerable invading regular force. 
An army of militia, to be equal in strength to that of a regular one, must always be vastly superior in numbers; yet 
however, the history of military affairs in all times has shown, that a mere mass of armed men, or undsicipline 
militia, beyond a certain number, brings with it little or no additional strength. ‘Taking this principle as correct, 
your memorialists do humbly conceive that scarcely any militia force that could be hastily collected about their city, 
could secure it against a large invading army of well disciplined regulars. Your memorialists have no reason to 
doubt the courage of their fellow citizens composing the militia; far otherwise; they insist. only that, without the 
combined movement, concert, and my of aregular army, conregn can do nothing, and numbers produce only 


confusion and disorder. A militia force, hastily assembled, is not only the most unsafe, it is also the most expensive. 
They are not, itis true, usually retained in service during a whole campaign; but being necessarily far more numerous 
the end much more costly and 


than regulars, and infinitely more wasteful of all the munitions of war, they are in 
burthensome. But the exclusive use of a militia force brings with it other evils, of a nature so striking and fatal, 
as, even if it were not liable to the charge of prodigality and insecurity, might induce us to avoid it. It interrupts 
the pursuits of husbandry, and embarrasses every branch of industry, to the impoverishment of individuals and the 
ruin of the State. It draws into the field men who are not prepared, either in mind or body, for its hazards or 
fatigues; possessing little capacity to annoy the enemy, and yet less to endure the privations and hardships of a 
camp. It is known to destroy by disease and to break down the constitutions of more than double the numbers of 
those who perish or are permanently injured by sickness in a regular army; and to augment the sum of human 
misery, far more than enlistments could, by diffusing more widely anxiety among families in proportion to the supe- 
rior numbers-of the militia force, and the superior importance of the greater part of it to those who are connected 
with or depend upon them. ; ; oteli 

Your memorialists are aware that it may be difficult, perhaps impossible, to provide a body of regulars, enlisted 
upon the terms of the existing laws, in season for the defence of their city during the next campaign, but they flat- 
ter themselves that a law might be framed and passed, by virtue of which the necessary number of able bodied men 
might be called into the field for local, stationary, or limited service, during one campaign, at the least, if not longer. 

Your memorialists would here beg leave to observe that, as among the most one of the powers of the General 
Government is that of the right to declare war, so the providing supplies, and all the means for its active prosecution, 
and the superintending its faithful and vigorous management, are among its most sacred trusts and binding ob- 
ligations. ‘The rapid and decisive movements of war imperatively require, to ensure even safety, much more suc- 
cess, a corresponding promptitude and decision of the Government by which it is waged; a war of enterprise and 
vigor not only drives danger from the door of every citizen, calls forth a bold manly spirit of patriotism, and adorns 
the nation with rays of imperishable glory, but is also the least costly, the least wasteful of human life, the least tedions, 


and almost always terminates in the most sure and lasting peace. While, on the other hand, the shrinking policy of 
imperceptibly wastes its resources, and invites the aggressions of an 


bare defence en the powers of the nation rce 
enemy. Under such impressions, it would be the earnest wish of your memorialists that the energies of their coun- 
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try should be so actively and forcibly exerted as to drive their present enemy, with his barbarous system of warfare, 
far from their homes; but, since that seems to be at present impracticable, owing to his greatly superior powers, they 
do, therefore, humbly beg and entreat that the means for their defence may be provided by a timely and adequate 
exercise of the legitimate and wholesome powers of the nation. Unless the General Government does, by a season- 
able and vigorous effort, provide for the common defence along the Atlantic border, your memorialists are very se- 
riously apprehensive that they will be amongst the first, and, perhaps, the most signal, of the victims of the ruinous 
policy of relying altogether upon an inefficient militia force, or of leaving every State to defend itself according to 
its ability: for a crisis has now arrived, when not only the city of Baltimore, but the State of Maryland itself, can 
only hope for protection and safety through the powers and means of the National Government. Exposed and vul- 
nerable as Maryland is, to its centre, harassed and plundered as it has been, it feels, with the most lively sensibi- 
lity, that it is now, indeed, wholly dependent upon the Union for salvation; for, alone, it is utterly unequal to the 
contest. The present war has, however, clearly shown that the most potent of the States is not altogether equal to 
its own defence, and that one of the smallest has compelled the enemy to fly from its territory, when aided by 
the powers of the Union. When your memorialists consider how very obvious it must be to.the mind of any one, 
who will reflect only for a moment upon the subject, that a single campaign, undertaken by Maryland alone, in de- 
fence of its own shores would not only prostrate its finances, but, perhaps, mortgage its resources for ages to come, 
without, in the end, effecting any valuable purpose; they feel inspired with the highest degree of confidence that 
their National Government, so eminently characterized tor its impartial and liberal justice, will, with alacrity and 
promptitude, afford them the succor so necessary to their safety; nor do they feel less confident that there is not a 
single citizen of Maryland, so lost to a just regard for his own best interests, as to hesitate one moment in co-operat- 
ing with the General Government in the lawful and vigorous exercise of those powers of conducting war, by which 
alone they can be protected, defended, or even saved, from absolute ruin. 

Your memorialists, in speaking of the merits of Baltimore, and her pretensions to the special consideration and 
regard of the Government, feel very sensibly the delicacy and embarrassment of the undertaking. ‘The relative 
commercial importance of this city is best known at the Seat of Government; it will, therefore, be sufficient barely 
to refer to official documents there, by which it will appear that, in this respect, it ranks as the third city of the 
Union. But the commercial loss and ruin, consequent upon the fall of Baltimore, certainly is not the only, nor is 
it, perhaps, the greatest evil to be apprehended. It is the loss of a post, the relative position of which would be so 
highly advantageous to the enemy, that will produce in the mind of every impartial and thinking man the greatest 
alarm. The prodigious extent of country commanded by Baltimore, and the facility with which the enemy might, 
from thence, push his predatory incursions in every direction, are obvious, and may more properly be left to the re- 
flections of Government, than, under existing circumstances, be strongly urged or fully explained. Lest the people 
of Baltimore should be numbered among those who forget the duty of a citizen, when every man should struggle to 
be foremost in discharging it, your memorialists will take leave to say a few words of their patriotism. What they 
have to say shali be comprised in a small compass, and shall be no more than what they believe will be the award of 
an impartial world. The people of Baltimore have dearly earned the privilege of speaking in the most frank and 
unreserved terms to the representatives of the nation. Yet they feel too tenderly for the honor and welfare of their 
country, even if they could be so indulged, publicly to rebuke and reproach the rulers of their choice for any errors 
that are past; they had rather aid than weaken, applaud than condemn. Let the following unequivocal acts and 
sufferings speak their ardent love for their Government and country. ‘The metropolis of the nation was threatened; 
a portion of the militia of Baltimore was called on; at a very few moments’ warning, they marched, with alacrity, to the 
aid of their country, and, on the unfortunate 24th August, they were posted in front; the loss sustained by the enemy 
was produced, ina great degree, by its militia, and some amongst the best of its citizens bled or fell. ‘The enemy next 
threatened Baltimore itself, upon which its people, old and young, of all classes, exerted themselves to the utmost, 
and with the most uncommon energy, in erecting works of defence, and making preparations to meet him, and, by 
the most unremitting and indefatigable labors, their city was put into a tolerable state of defence by the time he ap- 
peared before it. And the city feels great pride in the recollection that, on the day so memorable to it, the 12th of 
September, the constancy, fortitude, and courage of its citizens-soldiers will bear a comparison with those of any 
other people on earth. Its citizens, some of whom had borne arms in their country’s defence in the war of the Re- 
volution, and her youth, met the enemy in advance, and were every where the first among the foremost in every 
perilous encounter. ‘The banking institutions and the citizens of Baltimore, it is believed, have been as prompt and 
as liberal in their loans to the Government as those of any other portion of the Union. 

Such are the people for whom your memorialists beg and entreat aid, protection, aud defence. ,'‘The Government 
may yet provide means in time, if prompt and vigorous measures are adopted; but there is no time to be lost. And 
your memorialists cannot, for a moment, entertain the painful thought that the constituted authorities of their coun- 
try will turn with apathy from the earnest entreaties of a people so highly deserving their regard, and leave them to 
the mercy of a brutal enemy, whose hostility against them, in particular, has been so lately manifested, and so 


strongly excited. 
EDWARD JOHNSON, 


Chairman of the Committee of Vigilance and Safety. 
Battimore, January 26, 1815. 





[3d SESSION. 


13th Concress.] No. 140. 








VETERINARY SURGEONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 9, 1815. 


Mr. Gixes, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 7th 
instant, relative to veterinary surgeons, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That it is inexpedien‘ to provide for the appointment of veterinary surgeons, to be attached to the 
army of the United States. 
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13th Concress.] No. 141. [3c Session. 





NATIONAL ARMORIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 24, 1815. 


, War Department, February 20, 1815. 
SIR: 
In conformity to the 5th section of the act of the 2d of April, 1794, I have the honor to transmit to Congress 
a statement of the amount of expenditures on account of the national armories at Harper’s Ferry and S ringfield, 
during the year 1814, and of the number of arms made and repaired at each place, during the same wots 3 
have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 


The Honorable Lancpon CHEvVEs. 


Statement showing the expenditures on account of National Armories, and of the number and kinds of arms 
manufactured and repaired at the same, in the year 1814. 





















































Rifles 
Muskets and ‘ y , Pattern Total 
PLACES. Expenditures. | Bayonets ma- a Ber . awl Rifles manufac- her se 
nufactured. P : a — (short.) | tured. i eee 
Harper’s Ferry, - | ($170,122 03 10,400 548 1,600 16 4 12,004 564 
Springfield, - 73,500 00 9,585 5,190 - - MN 9,585 5,190 
Total,  -| $243,622 03 19,985 5,738 1,600 16 4 21,589 5,754 
13th Concress.] No. 142. [3d Session. 





RELATIVE POWERS OF THE GENERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS OVER THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 28, 1815. 


Mr. Gites made the following report: 


The Committee of the Senate on Military Affairs, understanding that serious differences of opinion existed be- 
tween the Executive authority of the United States and the authorities of some of the individual States, respecting 
the relative powers of the General and State Governments over the militia, deemed it an incumbent duty on them 
to call for information upon that highly interesting subject, with a view of interposing, if found practicable, some 
legislative provisions for the mutual accommodation of such differences. For this purpose, on the 7th January last, 
in virtue Of instructions from the committee, a letter was addressed to the honorable Secretary for the Department 
of war, a copy of which accompanies this report; and, in reply thereto, the committee received from him the letter 
and documents which also accompany this report. 

Although the return of peace has, for the present, relieved the committee from the necessity of providing a legis- 
lative remedy for these unfortunate differences, yet the committee conceive that the points in question are of vital 
importance to the essential rights and powers of the Government of the United States, and that the pretensions of 
the authorities of the States of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, set up in opposition thereto, if now ac- 
quiesced in, might. be resumed by the State authorities in the event of a future war, and thas deprive the Govern- 
ment of the United States of some of its most efficient legitimate means of prosecuting such war with vigor and ef- 
fect; the committee have therefore thought proper to present the papers concerning this subject to the Senate, for 
consideration. 

Whilst the committee will refrain from entering into arguments to fortify the grounds taken by the Executive 
Government on this subject, and explained in the letter of the Secretary for the Department of War, they feel 
themselves impelled by a_sense of justice to express a decided approbation of its conduct, in supporting and pre- 
serving the constitution of the United States against the effects of the preter:sions of the State eutharities aforesaid, 
which, after full consideration, the committee believe not warranted by the constitution, nor deducible from any 
fair and just interpretation of its principles and objects. The direct and inevitable tendencies of those pretensions, 
in the opinion of the committee, would be, to deprive the Government of the United States of powers essentially 
necessary to ensure the common defence, one of the great objects committed to its charge; to introduce discordant 
and contradictory counsels into the national deliberations, upon a point, too, of all others, most requiring union of 
thought and of action; to change the fundamental character of the constitution itself, and thus eventually to produce 
its destruction, by debilitating the Government, and rendering it incompetent to the great objects of its institution: 
and to substitute in its stead the dismemberment of these United States, with all the horrible consequences respec- 
tively resulting from disunion. 

Commitrer CuamBer, January 7, 1815. 
Smr: 
The Committee of the Senate on Military Affairs having observed that differences exist between the authori- 
ties of the United States and of some of the individual States, respecting the relative command of the officers of 
the regular army and of the militia, when called to act together in certain cases, has instructed me to ask for such 
information upon that subject as may be in posse$sion of your Department; and to inquire, whether, in your judg- 
ment, some legislative provisions might not be adopted, which would tend to heal such differences, to prevent the 
recurrence of others from the same cause, and to facilitate the operations of your Department in that respect? 
Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my high consideration, Kc. 
WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 


The Honorable James Monroe, 
Secretary for the Department of War. 
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DeparrmentT or War, February 11, 1815. 


I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 7th ultimo, stating that the Military Committee of the Senate 
had observed that difficulties had arisen between the authorities of the United States and some of the individual 
States, respecting the relative command of the officers of the regular army and of the militia, when called to act 
together, and were desirous of such information on the subject as this Department might possess, and of its opinion 
whether some legislative provisions might not be adopted which would tend to heal such differences, to prevent the 
recurrence of the like for the same causes, and to facilitate the operations of the Department in other respects. 

My late indisposition will, I trust, explain satisfactorily to the committee the cause of the delay of my answer, 
which I have much regretted. ; 

In complying with the request of the committee, it has appeared to me advisable to communicate all the docu- 
ments in this Department relating to the objects of its inquiry. By a detailed view of the several measures which 
have been adopted by the President, since the war, for the defence of the country, in discharge of the duties imposed 
on him by the constitution and laws of the United States; of the objections to those measures by the Executives of 
some of the States; and of the correspondence between this Department and the military authorities acting under it, 
with the Executives of such States, the committee will see the grounds of the differences which have attracted atten- 
tion, and be enabled to judge how far any legislative interposition may be useful or proper. . : 

The paper A contains a copy of the letters of the Secretary of War to the Governors of the several States, de- 
tailing their respective quotas of militia, under the acts of Congress. 

B is a copy of a report of the Secretary of War to the Military Committees of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, bearing date on the 2ist day of December, 1812, communicating a division of the United States into 
military districts, then contemplated by the Department of War, with the reasons for it; which division, with cer- 
tain modifications, was afterwards adopted. ‘This report treats on some subjects not immediately within the sco 
of the call of the committee, yet, treating in all its parts on the important subject of defence, and thereby intimately 
comaeeen Som the object of the call, I have thought that a view of the whole paper, at this time, would not be 
unacceptable. 

C oa copy of the answers of the Governors of several of the States to the Department of War, on the requisi- 
tions made for parts of their quotas of militia under the several acts of Congress, and of the correspondence which 
passed between them and the Department of War, and the commanders of the military districts, acting under it, 
within which those States were. 

D is a copy of a correspondence between the Governor of New Jersey and the Department of War, relating to 
the appointment of the Governor of New York to the command of the military district No. 3; a copy of this cor- 
respondence is presented, to communicate to the committee every circumstance that has occurred relating to the 
command of the militia in the service of the United States. 

It appears by these documents, that the Governors of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, have ob- 
jected to the requisitions made on their several States, for parts of their respective quotas of militia, on the following 
grounds: Ist. ‘That the President has no power to make a requisition for any portion of the militia, for either of the 
purposes specified by the constitution, unless the Executive of the State, on whose militia such call is made, admits 
that the case alleged exists, and approvesthe call. 2d. That, when the militia of a State should be called into the 
service of the United States, no officer of the regular army had a right to command them, or other person, not an 
officer of the militia, except the President of the United States in person. These being the only difficulties which 
have arisen between the Executive of the United States and the Executives of any of the individual States, relative 
to the command of the militia, known to this Department, are, it is presumed, those respecting which the commit- 
tee has asked information. ; 

By these documents it is also shown, that certain portions of the militia were called out by the Executives of 
these States, and a part of them put into the service of the United States. These doctrines were nevertheless ad- 
hered to. Ido not go intoa detail on these points, deeming it unnecessary, as all the facts will be found in the 
documents. 

Respecting, as [ do, and always have done, the rights of the individual States, and believing that the preserva- 
tion of those rights, in their full extent, according to a just construction of the principles of our constitution, is ne- 
cessary to the existence of our Union, and of free government in these States, I take a deep interest in every ques- 
tion which involves such high considerations. [have no hesitation, however, in declaring it as my opinion, that the 
a given to the constitution, by the Executives of these States, is repugnant to its principles, and of dan- 
gerous tendency. 

_ By the constitution, Congress has power to provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions; to provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for 
governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United States, reserving to the States, respec- 
tively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia according to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress. 

. ‘The President is likewise made commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States, and of the mili- 
tia of the several States, when called into the actual service of the United States. “ 

The power which is thus given to Congress by the people of the United States, to provide for calling forth the 
militia, for the purposes specified in the constitution, is unconditional. It is a complete power, vested in the 
National Government, extending to all these purposes. If it was dependent on the assent of the Executives of the 
individual States, it might be entirely frustrated. ‘The character of the Government would undergo an entire and 
radical change. The State Executives might deny that the case had occurred which justified the call, and withhold 
the militia from the service of the General Government. 

It was obviously the intention of the framers of the constitution, that these powers, vested in the General Go- 
vernment, should be independent of the States’ authorities, and adequate to the ends proposed. Terms more com- 
prehensive than those which have been used cannot well be conceived. Congress shall have power to provide for 
calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union. What laws? Ail laws which may be constitutionally 
made. Whatever laws are adopted for that purpose, within the just scope of that power, which do not violate the 
restraints provided in favor of the great fundamental principles of liberty, are constitutional, and ought to be obeyed. 
They havea right to provide for calling forth the militia to suppress insurrections. ‘This right is also unqualified. 
[t extends to every case of insurrection against the legitimate authority of the United States. It may be said that 
the Government may abuse its authority, and force the people into insurrection, in defence of their rights. I do 
not think that this is a probable danger under our system; or that it is the mode of redress, even if such abuse should 
be practised, which a free pecple, jealous of their rights, ought to resort to. The right which they have to change 
their representatives, in the Legislative and Executive branches of the Government, at short intervals, and, thereby, 
the whole system of measures, if they should think proper, isan ample security against the abuse, and a remedy for 
it, if it should ever occur. Congress have also a right to provide for calling forth the militia to repel invasions. 
This right, by fair construction, 1s, in my judgment, an exemplification of the power over the militia, to enable the 
Government to prosecute the war with effect, and not the limitation of it, by strict construction, to the special case 
of a descent of the enemy on any particular part of our territory. War exists; the enemy is powerful; his prepa- 
rations are extensive; we may expect his attacks in many quarters. Shall we remain inactive spectators of the dan- 
gers which surround us, without making the arrangements suggested by an ordinary instinctive foresight, for our 
defence? .A regular army, in sufficient extent, may not exist. ‘The militia is the principal resource. Is it possible 
that a free people would thus intentionally trammel a Government which they had created for the purpose of sus- 
taining them in their just rank, and in the enjoyment of all their rights, as a nation, against the encroachments of 
other Powers, more especially after they had experienced that reliance could not be placed on the States individually, 
and that, without a General Government, thus endowed, their best interests would be sacrificed, and even their in- 
dependence insecure? A necessary consequence of so complete and absolute a restraint on the power of the Ge- 
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neral Government over the militia, would be to force the United States to resort to standing armies for all national 
purposes. A policy so fraught with mischief, and so absurd, ought not to be imputed to a free people in this enlighten- 
ed age. It ought not, more especially, to be imputed to the good people of these States. Such a construction of the 
constitution is, in my opinion, repugnant to their highest interests, to the unequivocal intention of its framers, and 
to the just and obvious import of the instrument itself. ; 

The construction given to the constitution by the Executive is sanctioned by legislative authority, by the prac- 
tice of the Government, and by the assent and acquiescence of all the States, since the adoption of the constitution. 
to the period of the late unhappy differences, respecting which the committee has desired to be informed. By the law 
of 1795, the President is authorized to call forth the militia, for the purposes mentioned in the constitution, by a 
direct application to the militia officers, without any communication with, or reference to, the Executives of the 
individual States, and penalties are prescribed for carrying the law into effect, should resort to them be neces- 
sary. It merits attention, in regard to the question under consideration, that the power given to the President to 
al forth the militia, is not made dependent, by this law, on the fact of an invasion having actually occurred, but 
takes effect in case of imminent danger of it. In the year 1795, the President of the United States, on the certi- 
ficate of a Judge of the Supreme Court, that an insurrection existed in the western parts of Pennsylvania, called 
out the militia of several of the States, including the militia of Pennsylvania, to suppress it: which call was obeyed. 
In this instance, the assent of the Governor of Pennsylvania to the existence of an insurrection was not asked. 
General Washington, who then held the office of Chief Magistrate, relied exclusively on the powers of the General 
Government for the purpose. ‘The opinion of the same Chief Magistrate, of the power of the General Government 
over the militia, was also made knowa by another distinguished act of his administration. By a report of General 
Knox, the then Secretary of War, to Congress, this doctrine is maintained to the utmost extent, and exemplitica- 
tions of it insisted on, which prove, that, from the nature of our population, the militia was the force which, in his 
judgment, ought principally to be relied on for all national purposes. 

n the instances under consideration, powers are granted to Congress for specified purposes, in distinct terms. 
A right to carry powers, thus granted, into effect, follows of course. ‘The Government to whom they are granted 
must judge of the means necessary for the purpose, subject to the checks provided by the system. It adopts a mea- 
sure authorized, supervises its execution, and sees the impediments to it. It has a right to amend the law to carry 
the power into effect. Ifany doubt existed on this point, in any case, on general principles, and I see cause for 
none, it cannot in the — power having been explicitly granted to Congress, by the constitution, to pass all 
necessary and proper laws for carrying into execution the powers which are vested in the General Government. 

Equally untounded, in my opinion, is the other objection of the Executives of the States above mentioned, that, 
when the inilitia of a State are called into the service of the United States, no officer of the regular army, or other 
person, not 2 militia officer, except the President of the United States, in person, has a right to command them. 

When the militia are called into the service of the United States, all State authority over them ceases. They 
constitute a part of the national force, for the time, as essentially as do the troops of the regular army. Like the re- 
gular troops, they are paid by the nation. Like them, their operations are directed by the same Government. The 
circumstance, that the officers of the militia are appointed by, and trained under, the authority of the State, indi- 
vidually, (which must, however, be done according to the discipline prescribed by Congress) produces no effect on 
the great character of our political institutions, or on the character and duties of the militia, when called into the 
service of the United States. 

That the President, alone, has a right to command the militia in person when called into the service of the United 
States, and that no officer of the regular army can take the command in his absence, is a construction for which I 
can see nothing in the constitution to afford the slightest pretext. Is it inferred from the circumstance, that he is 
appointed commander-in-chief of the militia when called into the service of the United States? ‘The same clause 
appoints him commander-in-chief of the land and naval forces of the United States. In construction of law he is 
com:mander-in chief, though not present. His presence is not contemplated in either case. Equally necessary is it 
in the one as in the other. What has been the practice under the constitution, commencing with the first chief Ma- 
gistrate, and pursuing it under his successors, to the present time? Has any President ever commanded, in person, 
either the land and naval forces, or the militia? Is it not known that the power to do it is vested in him, principally, 
for the purpose of giving him the control over military and naval operations, being a necessary attribute of the exe - 
cutive branch of the Government? That, although he might take the command of all the forces under it, no Presi- 
dent has ever done it? That a provision for the actual command is an object of legislative regulation, and the selec- 
tion of the person to whom committed, of executive discretion. 

Under the commander, all the officers of every species of service and corps, regular and militia, acting together, 
take rank with common consent, and perfect harmony, according to an article of war, sanctioned by the constitu- 
tion. By this article, the officers of the regular army take rank of those of the militia of the same grade, without 
regard to the dates of their commissions, and officers of any and every grade of the militia take rank of all officers 
of inferior grade of the regular army. When these troops serve together they constitute but one national force. 
They are governed by the same articles of war. The details for detachment, guard, or any other service, are made 
from them equally. hey are, in truth, blended together, as much as are the troops of the regular army when act- 
ing by themselves only. 

The idea advanced by the honorable Judges of Massachusetts, that, where the regular troops and militia act toge- 
ther, and are commanded in person by the President, who withdraws, there can be no chief commander, of right, 
of either species of force, over the whole, but that the regulars and militia, as implied, may even be considered as 
allied forces, is a consequence of the construction tor which they contend. It pushes the doctine of State rights fur- 
ther than I have ever known it to be carried in any other instance. It is only in the case of Powers who are com- 
pletely independent of each other, and who maintain armies, and prosecute war, against a common cnemy, for ob- 
jects equally distinct and independent, that this doctrine can apply. It does not apply to the case of one indepen- 
dent Power who takes into its service the troops of another: for then the command is always at the disposal of the 
Power making war, and employing such troops, whether regular or militia. How much less does it apply to the 
case under consideration, where there is but one Power, and one Government, and the troops, whether regular or 
militia, though distinguished by shades of character, constitute but one people, and are, in fact, countrymen, friends, 
and brethren. 

He holds his station as commander-in-chief of the 


The President is in himself no bond of union in that respect. | 
land and naval forces, and of the militia, under a constitution which binds us together as one people, for that and 


many other important purposes. His absence would not dissolve the bond. It would not revive discordant latent 
claims, or become a signal for disorganization. 

The judicious selection of the chief commander, for any expedition or important station, is an object of high 
interest to the nation. Success often depends on it. The right to do this appears to me to have been explicitly 
vested in the President, by the authority given to Congress to provide for calling forth the militia, for organizing, 
arming, disciplining, and governing them, when employed in the service of the United States, and by the powers 
vested in him as Chief Executive of the United States. The rights of that highly respectable and virtuous body of 
our fellow-citizens, are, | am persuaded, completely secured, when the militia officers commanding corps are re- 
tained in their command—a Major General over his division, a Brigadier over his brigade, a Colonel over his regi- 
ment, and the inferior officers in their respective stations. ‘These mghts are not injured or affected by the exercise 
of the right of the Chief Magistrate; a right incident to the Executive power, equally applicable to every species 
of force, and of high importance to the public, to appoint a commander over them, of the regular army, when em- 
ployed in the service of the United States, if he should deem it expedient. ‘The rights of the militia officers and 
those of the General Government are strictly compatible with each other. There is no collision between them. 
‘To displace militia officers for the employment of regulars, or to multiply commands of a separate character, 
especially of small bodies, for that purpose, would be improper. 

In dividing the United States into military districts, and placing a General of the regular army in command in 
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each, with such portion of the regular force, artillery, and infantry, as could_be spared from other service, it was 
the object of the President to afford the best protection to every part of the Union that circumstances would admit 
of, with the least burthen which might be possible to the people. ‘These commanders were specially charged with 
the defence of their respective districts. It was enjoined on them to watch the movements of the enemy, to com- 
municate them to the Government, and to execute its orders in summoning to the field, on menace of invasion, 
such portions of the quotas of the militia of each State, within their respective districts, as had been provided for by 
act of Congress, and detailed by this Department, as were thought necessary. 

When this arrangement was entered into, it will be observed that there was no menace of immediate invasion, 
and but few militia in the field. It was intended as a measure of precaution, to guard against possible, bat, as was 
hoped and presumed, distant dangers. ‘The Executive had then no alternative between that arrangement and any 
other. The militia officers of rank afforded none. ‘They were at home; for the Executive has no power, under 
existing laws, to call them into the field, without a command of men suited to their rank; and even when thus 
called forth, their term of service must expire with that of the men whom they command. ‘These facts show, that 
nothing was more remote from the intentions of the Government, than to disregard the just claims of our fellow- 
citizens of the militia. ‘They show, also, how difficult it is to provide, by any arrangement which can be adopted, 
for a general and permanent defence of our principal cities and seaboard, without employing officers who are always 
in service, in the principal commands at least, for the purpose. ; 

It is admitted that, by the increased pressure of the war, in consequence of which much larger bodies of militia 
have been called into service, and with them many general officers of experience and merit, these difficulties have 
proportionably diminished. Of these officers, several have been already advanced to distinguished commands, with 
great satisfaction to their fellow-citizens, and advantage to their country. ‘The committee may be assured that 
opportunities of this kind, regarding the obligation of a just responsibility, will be seized by the Executive with 
pleasure. 

How far these differences may be healed, or the recurrence of the like in future be prevented, by legislative 
provisions, the committee, on a full view of these documents, and on a due consideration of the whole subject, will 
be able to decide. It is proper, however, to remark, that the divisions of the country into military districts, so far 
as relates to that special object, requires no legislative sanction, if indeed it admits of one. ‘The definition of boun- 
dary was intended for the purpose of prescribing a limit to the civil duties, if they may be so called, rather than 
the military, of the commander of each district; rather to the period preceding an invasion, with a view to the ne- 
cessary preparatory measures for repelling it, than after it should take place. An invasion by a large force would 
probably require the concentration of all our troops along the sea coast, who might be brought to act in it. In such 
an event, all limitations of boundary, to the several commanders, would cease. ‘The march of the enemy would 
regulate that of our armies, who would from every quarter be directed against them. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient and very humble servant, 


JAMES MONROE. 
A. 


Copy of a letter from William Eustis, Secretary of War, to the Governors of States, dated 
War Department, -fpril 15th, 1812. 


| am instructed by the President of the United States to call upon the Executives of the different States to take 
effectual measures to organize, arm, and equip, according to law, and hold in readiness, to march at a moment’s 
warning, their respective proportions of one hundred thousand militia, officers included, by virtue of an act of Con- 
gress, passed the 10th instant, entitled ** An act to authorize a detachment from the militia of the United States.” 

This, therefore, is to require your Excellency to take effectual measures for having ——— of the militia of 
(being her quota) detached and duly organized in companies, battalions, regiments, brigades, and divi- 
sions, within the shortest periods that circumstances will permit, and, as nearly as possible, in the following propor- 
tions of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, viz: one-twentieth part of artillery, one-twentieth part of cavalry, and the 
residue infantry. 

There will, however, be no objection, on the part of the President of the United States, to the admission of a 
proportion of riflemen, duly organized in distinct corps, and not exceeding one-tenth part of the whole quota of 
the States, respectively. Each corps should be properly armed and equipped for actual service. 

When the detachment and organization shall have been effected, the respective corps will be exercised under 
the officers set over them, but will not remain embodied, or be considered as in actual service, until, by subsequent 
orders, they shall be directed to take the field. 

Your Excellency will please to direct that correct muster rolls and inspection returns be made of the several 
corps, and that copies thereof be transmitted to this Department as early as possible. 





Copy of a letter from William Eustis, Esq. Secretary of War, to the Governor of Massachusetts, dated 
War Department, June 12, 1812. 
SIR: 
I am directed by the President to request your Excellency to order into the service of the United States, on 
the requisition of Major General Dearborn, such part of the quota of the militia of Massachusetts, detached con- 
formably to the act of the 10th April, 1812, as he may deem necessary for - me of the seacoast. 
am, &c. 


Nore.—A similar letter addressed to the Governors of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire. 


Copy of a letter from William Eustis, Secretary of War, to His Excellency Caleb Strong, Governor of Massachu- 
setts, dated 
Jury 21, 1812, 


By information received from Major General Dearborn, it appears that the detachment from the militia of 
Massachusetts, for the defence of the maritime frontier, required by him under the authority of the President, by 
virtue of the act of the 10th April, 1812, have not been marched to the several stations assigned them. 

Inasmuch as longer delay may be followed with distress to a certain portion of our fellow-citizens, and with 
injurious consequences to our country, [ am commanded by the President to inform your Excellency that this 
arrangement of the militia was preparatory to the march of the regular troops to the Northern frontier. The exi- 
gencies of the service have required, and orders have accordingly been given, to Major General Dearborn, to move 
the regular troops to that frontier, leaving a sufficient number to man the guns in the garrisons on the seaboard. 
The execution of this order increases, as your Excellency cannot fail to observe, the necessity of hastening the 
detached militia to their several posts, as assigned by General Dearborn; in which case they will, of course, be 
considered in the actual service and pay of the United States. 

The danger of invasion, which existed at the time of issuing the order of the President, increases, and I am 
specially directed by the President to urge this consideration on your Excellency, as requiring the necessary order 
to be given for the immediate march of the several detachments, specified by General Dearborn, to their respective 


posts. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


Sr: 
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Extract of a letter from John Armstrong, Secretary of War, to the Governor of Connecticut, dated 


Aveust 9, 1813. 


Whenever militia are called out, the contractor or his agent should be required to supply according te the con- 
tract. 


Circular letter from John Armstrong. Secretary of War, to the Governors of the respective States, dated 


Jury 4, 1814. 


The late pacification in Europe offers to the enemy a large disposable force, both naval and military, and 
with it the means of giving to the war here a character of new and increased activity and extent. 

Without knowing, with certainty, that such will be its application, and, still less, that any particular point or 
points will become objects of attack, the President has deemed it advisable, as a measure of precaution, to strengthen 
ourselves on the line of the Atlantic, and (as the principal means of doing this will be found in the militia) to in- 
vite the Executives of certain States to organize and hold in readiness, for immediate service, a corps of ninety- 
three thousand five hundred men, under the laws of the 28th of February, 1795, and 18th of April, 1814. ‘ 

‘The enclosed detail will show your Excellency what, under this requisition, will be the quota of 
far as volunteer uniform companies can be found, they will be preferred. 

The expediency of regarding (as well in the designations of the militia, as of their places of rendezvous) the 
— the importance or exposure of which will be most likely to attract the views of the enemy, need but be sug- 
gested. 

A report of the organization of your quota, when completed, and of its place or places of rendezvous, will be 
acceptable. 


Sir 





As 


I have the honor to be. &c. 


Extract of a letier from John Armstrong, Secretary of War, to Nathaniel Searle, Jun. Adjutant General of 
Militia, State of Rhode Island, dated 


Jury 9, 1814. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, accompanied by sundry documents 
in relation to the defence of the Atlantic frontier of the State of Rhode Island. 

The State troops, if considered part of the militia, or as substitutes therefor, will be taken into the service of 
the United States as the quota of Rhode Island, under the requisition of the 4th instant, and will be designated for 
the defence of that State. 


B. 
Copy of a letter from James Monroe, acting Secretary of War, to the Chairman of the Military Committee, dated 
Department oF War, December 23, 1812. 


[ have had the honor to receive your letter of the 21st instant, requesting such information as this Department 
may possess, respecting the defects in the organization of the general staff of the army, and in the laws relating to 
volunteers; and requesting, also, the opinion of this Department, as to the propriety of augmenting the present 
military force, and, in case of augmentation, of what description of troops it ought to consist. 

The committee of each House of Congress having called on the Department of War for information on the same 
points, I shall have the honor to make to each committee the same report. The enclosed remarks go to several o! 
the inquiries suggested in your letter, and contain the views of the Department on the several subjects to which 
they relate. The pressure of business has forced me to give them a shape rather informal. A copy of them I have 
sent to-day to the Committee of the House of Representatives, and hasten to forward a like copy to you. 


EXPLANATORY OBSERVATIONS. 


‘To make this war effectual, as to its just objects, so much of the physical force of the country must be brought 
into activity as will be adequate. The force exists in an abundant degree, and it is on!y necessary to call it forth, 
and make a proper use of it. This force must be employed alike in defensive and offensive operations. The ex- 
posed parts of our own country claim a primary attention. After providing for their defence, ali the remaining 
force may be employed in offensive operations. I will begin with that part which requires protection. 


Defence of the Coast. 


The whole coast, from our Northern limits to St. Mary’s, should be divided into military districts. 

Boston, including New Hampshire and Massachusetts, to constitute one. 

Newport, including Rhode Island and Connecticut, another. 

New York, including the State of New York and Jersey, a third. 

Philadelphia, including Pennsylvania and Delaware, a fourth. 

Norfolk, including Maryland and Virginia, a fifth. 

Charleston, including North and South Carolina, and Georgia, a sixth. 

At Boston, and at each of the other posts, let a company of artillery, or more than one, according to circum- 
stances of the regular army, and a small portion of its infantry, be stationed. Let them be placed under the com- 
mand of a Brigadier, in the following manner, and let him have attached to him an engineer. This force will con- 
stitute the nucleus of a little army, to be formed in case of invasion of the militia, volunteers, or such other local 
force, as may be specially organized for the purpose. 

This apportionment is intended to give an idea. It would be carried into detail by the Executive. 


At Boston, inciuding a suitable proportion of artillery, and at Eastport, and other ports eastward, —- 600 
At Newport, with a company of artillery, - - : : - - ° . 350 
At New York, with a suitable proportion of artillery, = - - - . - - - 1,000 
At Philadelphia, with a company of artillery, —- - - - - « . ° 200 
Norfolk, with a company of artillery at Annapolis, - - - - - - . 300 
North Carolina, one company of artillery, - . - : . - ° - 100 
Charleston, with a company of artillery, - - - - - ° ‘ ° 300 


By placing a general officer of the regular army, of some experience, in command, at each of these stations, 
charged with the protection of the country, to his right and left, to a certain extent suitable provision will be made 
for the whole. ‘The country will have confidence, and, by degrees, a system of defence. suited to any emergency, 
may be prepared for the whole coast. ‘This may be done by the local force with economy, and what is also of great 
importance, without drawing at any time for greater aid on the regular force of the nation, which may be employed 
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in offensive operations elsewhere. There should be some flying artillery at each station, ready mounted, and pre- 
pared to move in any direction which may be necessary. An engineer will be useful, to plan and execute any 
works which may appear proper for the defence of the principal station, or any other within each military district. 

It may be said that it is not probable that the enemy will attempt an invasion of any part of the coast described. 
with a view to retain it, and less so for the purpose of desolation. It is nevertheless possible, and, being so, provi- 
sion ought to be made against the danger. An unprotected coast may invite attacks which would not otherwise be 
thought of. It is believed that the arrangement proposed will be adequate, and that none can be devised, to be so, 
which would prove more economical. 

For Savannah and East Florida, special provision must be made. Whether East Florida is left in possession ot 
Spain, or taken immediate possession of by the United States, in either case, it menaces the United States with 
danger to their vital interests. While it is held by Spain, it will be used as a British province, for annoying us in 
every mode in which it may be made instrumental to that end. ‘The ascendancy which the British Government 
has over the Spanish regency, secures to Great Britain that advantage while the war lasts. We find that, at pre- 
sent, the Creek Indians are excited against us, and an asylum afforded to the slaves of the Southern States who 
seek it there. To guard the United States against the attempts of the British Government, in that vulnerable 
quarter, the province remaining in the hands of the Spanish authorities, a force of about two thousand regular troops 
will be requisite. It will require no more to hold it, should possession be taken by the United States. 

For New Orleans and Natchitoches, including the Mobile and West Florida, about two thousand five hundred 
men will be necessary. A local force may be organized in that quarter in aid of it, which, it is believed, will be 
— to any emergency. ; 

he next object is Detroit and Malden, including tlie protection of the whole of our Western frontier. Fo: 
these, it is believed that two thousand regular troops, with such aids as may be drawn from the States of Kentucky 
and Ohio, will be amply sufficient. 


The following, then, is the regular force requisite for the defence of those places: 





Boston, - - - - - - - - 600 
Newport, Rhode Island, - - - - - - 350 
New York, - - - - - - - 1,000 
Philadelphia, : - - - - - - 200 
Norfolk, - - - - - - - - 300 
North Carolina, - - - - - - - 100 
Charleston, - - - - - - 7 300 
Savannah and East Florida, - - - - - 2,000 
New Orleans, Mobile, &c. - - - - - - 2.500 
Detroit, Malden, &c.  - . . ‘ . . . 2,000 

9,350 








This leaves a force of about twenty-six thousand regular troops, consisting of infantry, artillery, and cavalry, 
provided the whole force contemplated by law is raised and a in the field, to be employed in offensive operations 
against Niagara, Kingston, Montreal, and all Lower Canada, and likewise against Halifax. ‘This whole force, however, 
even if raised, cannot be counted on as effective. ‘The difference between the force on the muster rolls, and the 
effective force in the field, through a campaign, is generally estimated ata deficiency in the latter of one-fourth. 
with troops who have already seen service. With young troops, it may be placed at one-third. Take from the no- 
minal force ten thousand, and it would leave about sixteen thousand for these latter purposes. 

Will this force be sufficient? This will depend of course on the number of the British force which may be 
opposed to us. It is believed that the British force at Niagara, and its neighborhood; at Kingston, Montreal, Que- 
bec, and in all Lower Canada, ought to be estimated at twelve thousand regulars, and several thousand militia: 
say, in all, sixteen or eighteen thousand, and at Halifax, at three thousand. 

To demolish the British force, from Niagara to Quebec, would require, to make the thing secure, an efficient 
regular army of twenty thousand men, with an army of reserve of ten thousand. The commander ought to have 
power to dispose of them as he thought fit. ‘The movement against Niagara and Lower Canada ought to be in 
concert, and of course under the control of the same commander, who, alone, could be a competent judge of the 
suitable time and manner. A corps of reserve is indispensable to guard against casualties, especially with raw 
troops. Nothing should be left to hazard. ‘The expedition should be of a character to inspire a certainty of suc- 
cess, from which the best consequences would result. Our troops would be more undaunted, and those of the 
enemy proportionably more dismayed. In the interior, on both sides, the effect would be equally salutary; with 
us, it would aid in filling our ranks with regular troops, and drawing to the field such others as occasion might 
require; with the enemy, the effect would be equally in our favor. It would soon drive from the field the Canadian 
militia, and, by depressing the spirits of the people, interrupt and lessen the — to the British army. 

If the conquest of Canada should prove to be easy, a part of this force might be directed against Halifax; but 
for that purpose a force should be specially provided, to consist of not less than six thousand men. Before this 
time next year, the honor and interest of the United States require that the British forces be driven into Quebec 
and Halifax, and be taken there, if possible. They must, at all events, be excluded from every foot of territory 
beyond the reach of their cannon. ‘This may be done, if timely and suitable measures are adopted for the purp*ee. 
and they be executed with vigor and skill. 

If the Government could raise and keep in the field thirty-five thousand regular troops, the legal complement 
of the present establishment, the deficiency to be supplied, even to authorize an expedition against Halifax, would 
be inconsiderable. Ten thousand men would be amply sufficient; but there is danger of not being able to raise 
that force, and to keep it at that standard. The estimate, therefore, of the force to be raised for the next campaign, 
in addition to the legal complement, should cover any probable deficiency in it, as well as the addition which ought 
to be made to it. My idea is, that provision ought to be made for raising twenty thousand men in addition to the 
present establishment. How shall these men be raised? Shall new regiments be added to the standing army to 
constitute a part of it; the volunteer acts be relied on; or any other expedient adopted? i 

The first question to be answered is, can more than the force contemplated by the present military establish- 
ment be raised in time for the next campaign, and that force be kept in the field by new recruits to supply losses 
produced by the casualties of war? Will the state of our population, the character and circumstances of the people 
who compose it, justify a reliance on such a resource alone? , 

The experiments heretofore made, even under the additional encouragement given by the acts passed at the last 
session of Congress, and the excitement produced by the war, though great, forbid it. Abundant and noble proofs 
of patriotism have been exhibited by our citizens in those quarters where the approach and pressure of the enemy 
have been most felt. Many thousands have rallied to the standard of their country; but it has been to render 
voluntary service, and that for short terms. ‘The increase of the regular army has been slow, and the amount raised, 
compared with the number sought, inconsiderable. Additional encouragement may produce a more important 
result; but still there is cause to fear that it will not be in the degree called for by the present emergency. If, then. 
there is cause to doubt success, that doubt is a sufficient motive for the Legislature to act on, and to appeal, in aid 
of the existing resource, to another, not likely to fail. ; 

In rejecting a reliance on the regular military establishment alone, for the force necessary to give effect to the 
next campaign, the alternative is too obvious to be mistaken by any one. The occurrences of the present yea 
designate it in the most satisfactory manner. The additional force must be raised for a short term, under every 
encouragement to the patriotism of the people which can be given consistently with the circumstances of the coun- 
try, and without interfering with enlistments into the old corps. The volunteer acts of the last session may be the 
basis on which this additional force may be raised; but those acts must be radically altered to enable the President 
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to raise the force. Experience has not been less instructive on this very important point. Although whole sections 
of our country, and among them many of our most distinguished and estimable citizens, have risen in arms and 
volunteered their services, and marched in the ranks, it has not been done under the volunteer acts.. Those acts 
contemplate a beginning at the wrong end, and require too long an engagement to produce the desired effect. They 
contemplate a movement in no particular quarter, and by no particular person; they require that the people shall 
take the affair up of their own accord, enrol themselves into companies, and then recommend their offieers to the 
President; and that the President shall not appoint the field officers until a sufficient number of companies are 
formed to constitute a regiment. Thus it may happen that companies from different States, all strangers to each 
other, may be thrown into a regiment, and that the field officers appointed to command them may be strangers alike 
to all the company officers and men. ‘They contemplate, also, an enrolment for three years, with a service only 
of one; conditions, which, in themselves, could not fail to defeat the object, as they enlist on their side not one 
motive to action. The patriot citizen, who really wished to serve his country, would spurn the restraint imposed 
on him of two years of inactivity out of three, and enter the regular army, where he would find active employment 
for the whole term of his enlistment. And the farmer, the merchant, and the artist, willing to make a sacrifice of a 
certain portion of their time to the urgent calls of their country, would find a check to that impulse by the obliga- 
tion they must enter into for so long a term; and by allowing no bounty, no pecuniary inducement nor aid to ena- 
ble a man to leave home is offered. It is impossible that such a project should succeed on an extensive scale. The 
—- patriotism of a few, in detached circles of our country, may surmount these obstacles; but such examples 
will be rare. 

To give effect to such a measure the President alone should have the appointment of all the officers under the 
rank of Colonel, and it should be made in the following manner: He should first select such prominent men as had 
merited, and acquired, by a virtuous conduct, the confidence of their fellow-citizens, and confer on them, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, the rank of Colonel, and then confide to them the selection and recommendation 
of all their officers, to be approved by the President. ‘These men would go to their homes, look around the country 
where they were known, and where they know every one, select the prominent men there, such as enjoyed the 
esteem and confidence of their fellow-citizens, and recommend them, according to their respective pretensions, as 
field officers, captains, and subalterns under them. ‘Thus the service would be truly voluntary, as every man 
would act under officers to whose appointment he had essentially contributed. The several corps would consist of 
neighbors, friends, and brothers; example would animate to action; generous motives would be excited; patriotism 
roused; and the ties of kindred would unite with the love of country and of free government to call our young men 
to the field. 

The first object is to complete the regular establishment to its legal complement, and to keep it there. ‘The pay 
of the soldiers has already been raised during the present session of Congress; but this, it is feared, will not afford a 
sufficient inducement to fill the ranks within the requisite time. Let the bounty be raised to the sum of forty dol- 
lars to each recruit, and let the officers receive the sum of five dollars per man, for all whom they may recruit. 
These additional encouragements will, it is presumed, secure the desired success. When filled, how keep the 
regiments full? The presence of all the officers will be necessary, in that state, for their command; none could be 
spared to recruit. Different expedients have occurred to supply supernumerary officers for the recruiting business. 
It has, for example, been proposed to add a certain number ot regiments, from fifteen to twenty, to the present mili- 
tary establishment; but this would be to rely on that establishment alone; which, as is presumed, it would be highly 
improper to de. This plan is further objectionable, on account of the expense attending it; and likewise, as it would 
create delay in the organization of the corps and appointment of the officers. ‘The same objections are applicable to 
the addition of a company to each battalion, not to mention others. On much consideration, the following expedient 
has occurred as most eligible. Let one field officer, a major, be added to each regiment, and a third lieutenant to 
each company. This will allow a field officer and ten company officers from each regiment, for the recruiting ser- 
vice, which would be sufficient. Lo 

The additional force proposed for one year is intended to supply the probable deficiencies in the present militar 
establishment. ‘This force being to be raised for a shorter term, and for a special a. it is presumed that name | 
aid may be drawn from that source, and with great despatch, for the purposes of the next campaign. It is probable, 
also, that it may be done without essentially interfering with enlistments into the old corps, as most of the men who 
may enter into this, might not be willing to engage in them. ; 

If a lingering war is maintained, the annual disbursements will be enormous. Economy requires that it be 
brought to a termination with the least possible delay. If a strong army is led to the field early in the spring, the 
British power on this continent must sink before it; and when once broken down, it will never rise again. The re- 
conquest of Canada will become, in the opinion of all enlightened men, and of the whole British nation, a chimerical 
attempt. It will, therefore, be abandoned: but if delay takes place, reinforcements may be expected, and the war 
be prolonged. It is to save the public money, and the lives of our people, and the honor of the nation, that high 
bounties and premiums, and the most vigorous exertions in other respects, are advised. ‘The prolongation of the 
war, for a single campaign, would exceed these expenditures more than ten-fold. 


c. 

Boston, 4ugust 5, 1812. 
SIR: 
I received your letter of the 2ist of July, when at Northampton, and the next day came to Boston. The 
people of this State appear to be under no apprehension of an invasion. Several towns, indeed, on the sea coast, 
soon after the declaration of war, applied to the Governor and Council for arms and ammunition, similar to the arti- 
cles of that kind which had been delivered to them by the State in the course of the last war, and in some instances 
they were supplied accordingly. But they expressed no desire that any part of the militia should be called out for 
their defence; and, in some cases, we were assured that such a measure would be disagreeable to them. 

You observe, in your last letter, that the danger of invasion, which existed at the time of issuing the orders of 
the President, increases. 

It would be difficult to infer, from this expression, that, in your opinion, that danger is now very considerable; 
as the President’s order must have been issued before war was declared, your former letter being dated the 12th of 
June, and General Dearborn’s, who was then at Boston, on the 22d of that month; besides, it can hardly be sup- 
posed that, if this State had been in great danger of invasion, the troops would have been called from hence to carry 
on offensive operations in a distant province; however, as it was understood that the Governor of Nova Scotia had, by 
proclamation, forbid any incursions or depredations upon our territories, and as an opinion generally prevailed that 
the Governor had no authority to call the militia into actual service, unless one of the exigencies contemplated by the 
constitution exists, I thought it expedient to call the Council together, and having laid before them your letter, and 
those I had received from General Dearborn, I requested their advice on the subject of them. 

The Council advised, ** That they are unable, from a view of the constitution of the United States, and the letters 
aforesaid, to perceive that any exigency exists which can render it advisable to comply with the said requisition; 
but, as upon important questions of law, and upon solemn occasions, the Governor and Council have authority to re- 
quire the opinion of the Justices ef the Supreme Judicial Court, it is advisable to request the opinion of the Supreme 
Court upon the following questions, viz. : . 

** ist. Whether the commanders-in-chief of the militia of the several States have a right to determine whether 
any of the exigencies contemplated by the constitution of the United States exist, so as to require them to place the 
militia, or any part of it, in the service of the United States, at the request of the President, to be commanded by 


him pursuant to acts of Congress? , ., ie 8 ‘ 
**2d. Whether, when either of the exigencies exist, authorizing the employing the militia in the service of the 
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United States, the militia, thus employed, can be lawfully commanded by any officer but of the militia, except by 
the President of the United States?” ‘ 

I enclose a copy of the answers given by the judges to these questions. 

Since the Council were called, a person deputed by the towns of Eastport and Robinston, on our eastern bound- 
ary, at Passaimaquoddy, applied to me, representing that they had no apprehensions of invasion by an authorized 
British force, but that there were many lawless people on the borders, from whom they were in danger of predato- 
ry incursions, and requesting that they might be furnished with some arms and ammunition, and that three compa- 
nies of militia might be called out for their protection. ‘The Council advised that they should be supplied with such 
arms and ammunition as were necessary for their present defence, which has been ordered. ‘They also advised me 
to call into the service of the United States, three companies of the detached militia, for the purpose above men- 
tioned. I have this day issued an order for calling out three companies of the detached militia, to be marched forth- 
with to Passamaquoddy, and to be commanded by a major; two of the companies will be stationed at Eastport, and 
one company at Robinston, until the President shall otherwise direct. 

I have no intention officially to interfere in the measures of the General Government; but, if the President was 
fully acquainted with the situation of this State, 1 think he would have no wish to call our militia into service in the 
manner proposed by General Dearborn. ' 

It is well known that the enemy will find it difficult to spare troops sufficient for the defence of their own terri- 
tory, and predatory incursions are not likely to take place in this State: for, at every point, except Passamaquoddy, 
which can present an object to those incursions, the people are too numerous to be attacked by such parties as gene- 
rally engage in expeditions of that kind. ; 

General Dearborn proposed that the detached militia should be stationed at only a few of the ym and places 
on the east; from the rest, a part of their militia were to be called away. ‘This circumstance would increase their 
danger; it would invite the aggressions of the enemy, and diminish their power of resistance. 

The whole coast of Cape Cod is exposed as much as any part of the State to depredations; part of the militia 
must, according to this detailing order, be marched from their homes; and yet no place in the old colony of Ply- 
mouth is assigned to be the rendezvous of any of the detached militia. 

Every harbor or port within the State has a compact settlement; and, generally, the country around the harbors 
is populous. The places contemplated in General Dearborn’s specification, as the rendezvous of the detached mi- 
litia, excepting in one or two instances, contain more of the militia than the portion of the detached militia assigned 
to them. The militia are well organized, and would undoubtedly prefer to defend their firesides, in company with 
their friends, under their own officers, rather than be marched to some distant place, while strangers might be intro- 
duced to take their places at home. 

In Boston the militia is well disciplined, and could be mustered in an hour, upon any signal of an approaching 
enemy; and in six hours, the neighboring towns would pour in a greater force than any invading enemy will bring 
against if. 

~ The same remark applies to Salem, Marblehead, and Newburyport; places whose harbors render an invasion 
next to impossible. In all of them there are, in addition to the common militia, independent corps of infantry and 
artillery, well disciplined and equipped, and ready, both in disposition and means, to repair to any place where in- 
vasion may be threatened, and able to repel it, except it should be made by a fleet of heavy ships; against which, 
nothing, perhaps, but strong fortifications, garrisoned by regular treops, would prove any defence until the enemy 
should land, when the entire militia would be prepared to meet them. 

Kennebunk is unassailable by any thing but boats, which the numerous armed population is competent to resist. 
Portland has a militia and independent corps, sufficiently numerous for its defence; and the same is the case with 
Wiscasset and Castine. , ; 

Against predatory incursions, the militia of each place would be able to defend their property, and in a very short 
time they would be aided, if necessary, by the militia of the surrounding country. In case of a more serious inva- 
sion, whole brigades, or divisions, could be collected seasonably for defence. Indeed, considering the state of the 
militia in this commonwealth, I think there can be no doubt that, detaching a part of it, and distributing it into 
small portions, will tend to impair the defensive power. 

I have thus freely expressed to you my own sentiments, and, so far as I have heard, they are the sentiments of 
the best informed men. I am fully disposed to afford all the aid to the measures of the National Government which 
the constitution requires of me; but, I presume, it will not be expected or desired that I shall fail in the duty which 
I owe to the people of this State, who have confided their interests to my care. 


Tam, sir, with respect, your most obedient and humble servant, 
CALEB STRONG. 


The Hon. Wm. Eustis, Secretary of War. 


To his Excellency the Governor and the Honorable the Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the un- 
dersigned, Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, have considered the questions proposed by your Excellency 


and Honors for their opinion. 


By the constitution of this State, the authority of commanding the militia of the commonwealth is vested ex- 
clusively in the Governor, who has all the power incident to the office of commander-in-chief, and is to exercise 
them personally, or by subordinate officers under his command, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the con- 
stitution, and the laws of the land. 

While the Governor of the commonwealth remained in the exercise of these powers, the Federal constitution 
was ratified; by which was vested in the Congress a power to provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
laws of the Union,suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, and to provide for governing such part of them as may 
be employed in the service of the United States, reserving to the States, respectively, the appointment of the officers. 

The Federal constitution further provides, that the President shall be Commander-in-chief of the army of the 
United States, and of the militia of the several States when called into the actual service of the United States. 

On the construction of the Federal and State constitutions must depend the answers to the several questions 


proposed. As the militia of the several States may be employed in the service of the United States, for the three 


specific purposes of executing the laws of the Union, of suppressing insurrections, and of — ——s the 
States have a 


opinion of the judges is requested, whether the Commanders-in-chief of the militia of the severa 
right to determine whether any of the exigencies aforesaid exist, so as to require them to place the militia, or any 
part of it, in the service uf the United States, at the request of the President, to be commanded by him, pursuant to 
acts of Congress. ' a : : ps 

It is the opinion of the undersigned, that this right is vested in the Commanders-in-chief of the militia of the 
several States. 

The Federal constitution provides that, whenever either of those exigencies exist, the militia may be employed 
pursuant to some act of Congress, in the service of the United States; but no power is given, either to the President 
or to Congress, to determine that either of the said exigencies do in fact exist. _As this power is not delegated to 
the United States by the Federal constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, it is reserved to the States, respec- 
tively; and from the nature of the power, it must be exercised by those with whom the States have respectively en- 
trusted the chief command of the militia. ne 

It is the duty of these commanders to execute this important trust, agreeably to the laws of their several States, 
respectively, without reference to the laws or officers of the United States, in all cases, except those specially pro- 
vided in the Federal constitution. They must, therefore, determine when either of the special cases exist, obligin 
them to relinquish the execution of this trust, and to render themselves, and the militia, subject to the command o 
the President. A different construction, giving to Congress the right to determine when these special cases exist, 
authorizing them to call forth the whole of the militia, and taking them from the Commanders -in-chief of the several 
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States, and subjecting them to the command of the President, would place all the militia, in effect, at the will of 
Congress, and produce a military consolidation of the States, without any constitutional remedy, against the inten- 
tions of the people when ratifying the constitution. Indeed, since passing the act of Congress of February 28th 
1795, chapter 101, vesting in the President the power of calling forth the militia, when the exigencies mentioned in 
the constitution shall exist, if the President has the power of determining when those exigencies exist, the militia of 
the several States is, in effect, at his command, and subject to his cuisal , 

No inconveniences can —— | be presumed to result from the construction which vests in the Commanders- 
in-chief of the militia in the several States, the right of determining when the exigencies exist, obliging them to 
place the militia in the service of the United States. ‘These exigencies are of such a nature that the existence of 
them can be easily ascertained by, or made known to, the Commanders-in-chief of the militias; and when ascer- 
tained, the public interest will produce prompt obedience to the acts of Congress. 

Another — proposed to the consideration of the judges, is, whether, when either of the exigencies exist, 
authorizing the employing of the militia in the service of the United States, the militia thus employed can be law- 
tully commanded by any officer but of the militia, except by the President of the United States? 

The Federal constitution declares, that the President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the army of the United 

States. He may, undoubtedly, exercise this command by officers of the army of the United States, by him commis 
sioned according to law. The President is also declared to be the Commander-in-Chief of the militia of the several 
States, when called into the actual service of the United States. The officers of the militia are to be appointed by 
the States, and the President may exercise his command of the militia by officers of the militia duly appointed; but 
we know of no constitutional provision, authorizing any officer of the army of the United States to command the 
militia, or authorizing any officer of the militia to command the army of the United States. The Congress may pro- 
vide laws for the government of the militia, when in actual service; but to extend this power to the placing them 
under the command of an officer, not of the militia, except the President, would render nugatory the provision, that 
the militia are to have officers appointed by the States. 
_ ‘The union of the militia in the actual service of the United States, with troops of the United States, so far as to 
form one army, seems to be a case not provided for, or contemplated in the constitution. It is, therefore, not within 
our department to determine on whom the command would devolve, on such an emergency, in the absence of the 
President. Whether one officer, either of the militia or of the army of the United States, to be settled according 
to military rank, should command the whole; whether the corps must be commanded by their respective officers, 
— in concert, as allied forces; or what other expedient should be adopted, are questions to be answered by 
others. 

The undersigned regret that the distance of the other justices of the Supreme Judicial Court renders it imprac- 
ticable to obtain their opinions seasonably upon the questions submitted. 

THEOPHILUS PARSONS, 


SAMUEL SEWALL, 
ISAAC PARKER. 


Extract of a letter from General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 


Mixirary Districr No. 1, Heap Quarters, Boston, July 14, 1814. 
Sir: 

From the exposed and unprotected situation of the military posts in this harbor, and the seaboard of this State 
generally, and the threats and daily depredations of the enemy, | have concluded it my duty to exercise the au- 
thority vested in me by the President of the United States, by requesting the Governor to order out a detachment of 
artillery and infantry. : 

A copy of my letter to Governor Strong, and of his answer, are enclosed. 


Copy of « letter from General Dearborn to his a -_ Strong, Governor of the State of Massachusetts, 
datec 


Mixirary Disrrict No. 1, Heap Quarters, Bosron, July 8, 1814. 
SIR: 

The existing state of alarm on the seaboard of this commonwealth, arising from the daily depredations com- 
mitted by the enemy on our coast, renders it desirable to afford some additional protection to the citizens generally 
on the seacoast, and especially to the principal towns and villages; and, by virtue of authority derived from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, I deem it my duty, at this time, to request that your Excellency will be pleased to give 
the necessary orders for having detached, as early as circumstances will permit, armed and equipped as required by 
law, one major of artillery, two captains, eight lieutenants, thirteen sergeants, eleven corporals, six musicians, and 
two hundred privates; and one lieutenant colonel of infantry, two majors, ten captains, thirty subalterns, one adju- 
tant, one quartermaster, one paymaster, one sergeant major, one quartermaster sergeant, two principal musicians, 
tifty sergeants, fifty corporals, twenty musicians, and nine hundred privates, to remain in the service of the United 
States for the term of three months, unless sooner discharged by order of the President of the United States. As it 
will be necessary to have the artillery and infantry placed at the different posts on the seaboard of this State, it 
would be desirable that, as far as practicable, they would be detached from the vicinity of the respective posts. The 
intended distribution of the detachment will be communicated to the Adjutant General of the State, previous to his 
issuing the necessary orders. The proportion of officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, is in 
er with the present regulations of the Department of War, from which I am not authorized to admit of any 
material deviation. 


Copy of aletter from his Excellency Caleb Strong, ———- of the State of Massachusetts, to General Dearborn, 
ater 
Nortuampton, July 12, 1814, 
SIR: 

This morning I received your letter of the eighth instant. As you propose to communicate to General Brooks 
your views, concerning the particular destination of the militia to be called out for the defence of the towns on the 
seacoast of this State, I have written to him on the subject. : nent ; 

Your suggestion that the men should be detached, as far as may be, from the vicinity of the respective posts, I 
think is perfectly proper, and I have no doubt you will be able to make such arrangements with General Brooks as 
will be satisfactory. 


Extract of a letter from General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated 


Miutirary Disrricr No. 1, Heap Quarters, Boston, Sept. 5, 1814. 
SiR: 
Having received such information as is entitled to full credit, that the enemy, with a formidable naval and 
land force, has arrived in Penobscot bay, and taken possession of Castine; and presuming his force, after forming a 
place of arms at Castine, will, with such reinforcements as he may receive from Halifax, in addition to the naval 
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force now in Boston Bay, attempt the destruction of the public ships, and other public and private property on the 
seaboard, I have deemed it necessary to request the Governors of this State and New Hampshire to order out, for 
the defence of Boston harbor, Portsmouth, Portland, and that part of the District of Maine between Kennebec river 
and Penobscot, five thousand two hundred infantry and five hundred and fifty artillery, for the term of three 


months, unless sooner discharged. 


Extract of a letter from H. Dearborn to the Secretary of War, dated ; 
Heap Quarters, District No. 1, Bosron, October 15, 1814. 


Sir: . 

In obedience to the direction in your letter, of the 27th ultimo, on the 2d instant I made a formal requisition 
on Governor Strong for three hundred militia, to guard the prisoners at Pittsfield, and I enclosed to him a copy of 
your letter, for the purpose of showing him the necessity of his compliance. Having waited until yesterday morn- 
ing without any answer from his Excellency, I directed one of my aids to call on the Adjutant General of the State, 
to ascertain whether he had received any order for making out the detachment for Pittsfield. The answer was, 
that no direction had been received from the Governor to make such detachment. 


wf the State of Massachusetts, to the Secretary of 


Boston, September 7, 1814. 


The troops of the United States which, at different periods, were stationed on the seacoast of this State, have 
been afterwards ordered to join the army on the Western frontiers, so that very few have remained in the State. 
We have, therefore, found it necessary, in the course of the last and present year, to call out small bodies of the 
militia, as guards to the towns most .exposed. As the danger has increased, the number of detached militia has 
been augmented, and I have now issued the enclosed general order for the aoe of Boston, and the towns and 

erty in its neighborhood, and shall immediately issue an order of a similar kind for the security of the District 


pro 
of Maine. 

A few weeks since, agreeably to the request of General Dearborn, I detached eleven hundred militia, for three 
months, for the defence of our seacoast, and placed them under his command as Superintendent of this milita 
district; but such objections and inconveniences have arisen from that measure, that it cannot now be repeated. 
The militia called out on this occasion will be placed under the immediate command of a Major General of the 


Copy of a letter from his Excellency Caleb Strong, ~ mage a 
ar, date 


militia. 

I will thank you, sir, to consult with the President, and inform me whether the expenses thus necessarily in- 
curred for our protection will be ultimately reimbursed to this State by the General Government; and I shall be 
particularly obliged if you will favor me with an answer as soon as may be, as the Legislature of the State will 


meet on the 5th of the next month. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Heap Quarters, Bosron, September 6, 1814. 


‘The war between the United States and Great Britain having lately become more destructive, in consequence 
of violations of our territory, by the forces of the enemy, which continue to menace our cities and villages, the ship- 
ping in our harbors, and private property on shore, his Excellency the Commander-in-chief orders the whole of 
the militia to hold themselves in readiness to march at a moment’s warning, with arms, ammunition, and accoutre- 
ments, as the laws of the United States, and of this State, require. Every man must likewise be provided with a 
good knapsack and blanket. Captains of companies must realize it to be one of their most solemn and imperious 
duties to see the law respecting arms and equipments eflicaciously executed: but the Commander-in-chief relies 
on the concurring aid of all the general and field officers, in encouraging the company officers in the discharge of 
their duty. The Major Generals, and commanding officers of divisions, will give the necessary orders for an im- 
mediate inspection of their several regiments, by companies. Every instance of deficiency of arms or equipments 
should be forthwith supplied by the delinquent individual, or by the town to which he may belong, agreeably to the 


requirements of the militia law. 

The officers commanding regiments, battalions, and companies of artillery, will pay special attention, at this in- 
teresting moment, to the state of their field pieces, their carriages, and tumbrils, and see that every thing appertain- 
ing to them is in the most perfect order for marching, and for action, and, partiouanry. that suitable horses are 
always engaged, and e - at any moment, to be attached to their pieces, that they may be moved to any point 
required, with celerity. fl the companies of artillery now to be called into immediate service, besides the requi- 
site supplies of fixed and other ammunition, will be furnished by the pean General, with prolonges and 
bricoles. The Legislature of this State, always proud of its militia, has been particularly liberal in_ its artillery 
establishment: and the Commander-in-chief promises himself, that, emulating the brilliant example of Knox, and 
his heroic associates, in the artillery of the Revolution, they will be equally distinguished for their discipline as sol- 
diers, and for their gallantry in the field. are 

Under possible events, the cavalry of the several divisions may be in requisition. Every motive, therefore, of 
love of country, of honor, and sympathy for their fellow-citizens who may be suffering the perils of war, will prompt 
them to maintain the most perfect state of preparation, and to move, when called to the scene of action, with all 
the rapidity of which cavalry is susceptible. ‘The general officers, and the field officers of cavalry, as well as the 
company officers, will direct their attention to the quality of the horses, and suffer no man to be mounted but upon 
a horse sound and fit for actual service. A few bad horses may occasion irretrievable disaster. 

The Commander-in-chief having thus called the attention of all officers and soldiers of the militia to the obser- 
vance of their several duties, at this eventful crisis, the more effectually to meet impending danger orders that all 
the flank companies, whether of light infantry, grenadiers. or riflemen, of the Ist and 2d brigades of the Ist divi- 
sion; two companies, viz: the one at Andover, and the other at Haverhill, of the 2d division; all the companies of 


the 3d division, excepting the two companies in Charlestown; four companies of the 4th division; five companies of 
the 5th division; eight companies of the 7th division; and two rs of the 9th division, do immediately march 
to the town of Boston, unless (in the mean time) otherwise directed. Each company will march to its place of des- 
tination by itself, without waiting for any other corps. _ ; 
These companies, when assembled, will be arranged into regiments, or otherwise, as circumstances may dictate; 
and, with the addition of twelve companies of artillery, will form the elite, or advance corps of the Massachusetts 
militia. ‘The field officers to command the regiments, and_a general officer to command the whole, will hereafter 
be designated in general orders. The several companies of artillery, to be annexed to the advance corps, will be 
furnished by the following divisions, viz: two companies from the Ist brigade, and one com from the 2d bri- 
gade of the 3d division; four companies from the 4th division; one company from the 5th division; and four compa- 


nies from the 7th division. . sis until i 
Besides the abovementioned companies, the Commander-in-chief orders a detachment of sixteen companies of 


infantry to be immediately made from the fourth division, properly _officered, and arranged into two regiments, 
which will march to Boston without the least unnecessary delay. Major General Mattoon is charged with the ar- 


rangement of the regiments. 
78 m 
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From the 9th division, the Commander-in-chief orders ar companies of infantry to be detached, properly offi- 
cered, formed into a regiment, and marched to Boston. Major Generals Mattoon and Whiton will assign field 
officers for the troops to be detached from their respective divisions; and the Commander-in-chief relies on their 
experience and zeal to carry this order into the most prompt and energetic effect. As soon as the troops shall com- 
mence their march, each Major General will give notice of it to the Adjutant General. 

All the troops must be well armed, accoutred, and equipped, and provided with ammunition, provisions knap- 
sacks, and blankets, as the law requires. The men will | es with rations when they arrive at the place of 
destination, and will receive pay from the time of their being embodied ‘ 

The security of the town and harbor of Boston ey an object of primary ef pom the Commander-in-chief, 
while he wishes to direct the principal energies of the State to the attainment of this end, is solicitous to render the 
militia of Boston itself as efficient as possible. With this view he orders the infantry of the 3d brigade of the ist 
division, commanded by Brigadier General Welles, to be called out by regiments, in rotation, two days successively, 
for the purpose of improving their discipline, already respectable, and of enabling them to practise the higher du- 
ties of the field. ‘This order is committed to Brigadier General Welles, whose knowledge in tactics, and animated 
zeal in the service of his country, must ensure to his exertions the highest effect. The order will be continued in 
operation until revoked. The flank companies of this brigade will be reserved for other service. 

The troops called into actual service by this order, will serve three months after they arrive at their ultimate 
rendezvous, unless sooner discharged. By his Excellency’s command. 





» Adjutant General. 





Copy of a letter from James Monroe, Secretary of War, to his Excellency Caleb Strong, Governor of Massachu- 
setts, dated 
Sir: 


I have had the honor to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 7th instant. 

The attack of the enemy on Baltimore, and probable eventual attack on other places, with the heavy duties in- 
cident thereto, pressing on this Department, have prevented my answering it at an earlier day. 

It may be satisfactory to your Excellency for me to explain the views and principles on which this Government 
has acted, in regard to the defence of our Eastern frontier. 

It was anticipated, soon after the commencement of the war, that, while it lasted, every part of the Union, es- 
pecially the sea i would be exposed to some degree of danger, greater or less, according to the spirit with 
which the war might be waged. It was the duty of the Government to make the best provision against that danger 
which might be practicable, and it was proper that the provision should continue while the cause existed. 

The arrangement of the United States into military districts, with a certain portion of the regular force, artille- 
ry, and infantry, under an officer of the regular army, of experience and high rank, in each district, with power to 
call for the militia as circumstances might require, was adopted, with a view to afford the best protection to every 
part that circumstances would admit. ; ; 

It was presumed that the establishment of a small force of the kind stated, constituting the first elements of an 
army, in each district, to be aided by the militia, in case of an emergency, would be adequate to its defence. Such 
a force of infantry and artillery might repel small predatory parties, and form a rallying point for the militia at the 
more exposed and important stations, in case of more formidable invasion. A regular officer, of experience, station- 
ed in the district, acting under the authority, and pursuing the will, of the Government, might digest plans for its 
defence; select proper points for works, and superintend the erection of them; call for supplies of ordnance, for 
tents, and camp equipage; for small arms, and other munitions of war; call for the militia, and dispose of the 
whole force. These duties, it was believed, could not be performed with equal advantage by the officers of the mi- 
litia, who, being called into service for short terms, would not have it in their power, however well qualified they 
might be in other respects, to digest plans, and preserve that chain of connexion and system in the whole business 
which seemed indispensable. On great consideration, this arrangement was deemed the most eligible that could 
be adopted under the authority of the United States; indeed, none other occurred that could be placed in competi- 
tion with it. In this mode the National Government acts, by its proper organs, over whom it has control, and for 
whose engagements it is responsible. 

The measures which may be adopted by a State Government for the defence of a State must be considered as its 
own measures, and not those of the United States. The expenses attending them are chargeable to the State, and 
not to the United States. : ‘ ; ; 

_ Your Excellency will perceive that a different construction would lead into the most important, and, as is be- 
lieved, into the most pernicious consequences. If a State could call out the militia, and subject the United States 
to the expense of supporting them, at its pleasure, the national authority would cease, as to that important object, 
and the nation be charged with expenses, in the measures producing which the National Government had no agen- 
cy, and over which it could have no control. ‘This, however, though a serious objection to such a construction, is 
not the most weighty. By taking the defence of the State into its own hands, and out of those of the General Go- 
vernment, a policy is introduced, on the tendency of which I forbear to comment. I shall remark, only, that, if a 
close union of the States, and a harmonious co-operation between them and the General Government, are, at any 
time, necessary for the preservation of their independence, and of those inestimable liberties which were achieved 
by the valor and blood of our ancestors, that period may be considered as having arrived. 

It follows, from this view of the subject, that, if the force which has been put into service by your Excellency 
has been required by Major General Dearborn, or received by him, and put under his command, the expenses 
attending it will be defrayed by the United States. It follows, likewise, as a necessary consequence, that, if this 
force has been called into service by the authority of the State, independently of Major General Dearborn, and be 
not placed under him, as commander of the district, that the State of Massachusetts is chargeable with the expense, 
and not the United States. Any claim which the State may have to reimbursement must be judged of hereafter, 
by the competent authority, on a full view of all the circumstances attending it. It is a question which lies beyond 
the authority of the Executive. ; . 

Your Excellency will perceive that this Government has no other alternative than to adhere to a system of de- 
fence, which was adopted, on great consideration, with the best view to the general welfare, or to abandon it, and 
with it a principle held sacred, thereby shrinking from its duty, at a moment of great peril, weakening the guards 
deemed necessary for the public safety, and opening the door to other consequences not less dangerous. 

__ By these remarks it is not intended to convey the idea that a militia officer, of superior grade, regularly called 
into service, shallfnot command an officer of the regular army of inferior grade, when acting together. No such 
idea is entertained by the Government. The militia are relied on essentially for the defence of the country: in 
their hands every thing is safe. It is the object of the Government to impose on them no burthens which it may be 
possible to avoid, and to protect them, in the discharge of their duties, in the enjoyment of all their rights. 

rhe various points which are attacked and menaced by the enemy, especially in this quarter, where they are 
waging, in considerable force, a predatory and desolating warfare, make it difficult to provide immediately for all 
the necessary expenditures. Any aid which the State of Massachusetts may afford to the United States to meet 
those expenditures, will be cheerfully received, and applied to the payment and support of the militia of that State 
in the service of the United States. a : ; 

It will be proper that the money thus advanced should be deposited in some bank in Boston, that the disburse- 
ment of it may be made under the authority of the Government of the United States, as in similar cases elsewhere. 
Credit will be given to the State for such advances, and the amount be considered a loan to the United States. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
(A similar letter was written to the Governor of Connecticut. ] 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1814. 
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Suaron, Connecticut, Jtly 2, 1812. 


His Excellency Governor Griswold has received from Major General Henry Dearborn a letter, under date 
of the 22d of last month, requesting that five companies of the militia of this State, detached conformably to the 
act of Congress, of April 10, 1812, may be ordered into the service of the United States, to wit: two companies 
of artillery, and two companies of infantry; to be placed under the command of the commanding officer at Fort 
Trumbull, near New London; and one company of artillery, to be stationed at the battery at the entrance of the 
harbor of New Haven. 

Impressed with the deep importance of the requisition, and the serious consideration it involves, his Excellency 
deemed _ it expedient to convene the Council, at Hartford, on Monday, the 29th ultimo. He has taken their advice 
upon this interesting subject, and has formed his own deliberate opinion; but, as he is under the necessity of leaving 
the State, on a journey, for the recovery of his health, it becomes my duty, as Lieutenant Governor, to communi- 
cate to you the result. The assurance contained in the Governor’s letter of the 17th June last, in answer to yours 
of the 12th of the same month, was necessarily given in full confidence that no demand would be made by General 
Dearborn, but in strict conformity to the constitution and laws of the United States. His Excellency regrets to 
perceive that the present requisition is supported by neither. . ; cal 

The constitution of the United States has ordained that Congress may ‘*‘ provide for calling forth the militia to 
execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions.” Accordingly, the acts of Congress, 
of February, 1795, and of April, 1812, do provide for calling forth the militia, in the exigencies above mentioned. 

The Governor is not informed of any declaration, made -by the President of the United States, or of notice by 
him given, that the militia are required ‘* to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, or repel 
invasions,” or that ‘** the United States are in imminent danger of invasion.” As, therefore, none of the contin- 
gencies enumerated in the constitution, and recognized by the laws, are known to have taken place, his Excellency 
> so that no portion of the militia of this State can, under existing circumstances, be withdrawn from his au- 
thority. 

Further, if the call had been justified by either of the constitutional exigencies already recited, still, in the view 
of his Excellency, an insuperable objection S arery- itself against placing the men under the immediate command 
of an officer or officers of the army of the United States. 

_ The appointment of the officers of the militia is, by the constitution, expressly reserved “ to the States, respec- 
tively.” In the event of their being called into the actual service of the United States, in the cases before speci- 
fied, the laws of the United States provide for their being called forth as militia, furnished with proper officers by 
the State. And, sir, it will not escape your recollection that the detachment from the militia of this State, under 
the act of Congress of the 10th of ‘April last, is regularly organized into a division, consisting of brigades, regi- 
ments, battalions, and companies, and supplied, conformably to law, with all the necessary officers. His Excellen- 
cy conceives, then, that an order to detach a number of ae, sufficient for the command of a battalion offi- 
cer, and place them under the command of an officer of the United States, cannot, with propriety, be executed, 
unless we were also prepared to admit that the privates may be separated -from their company officers, and trans- 
ferred into the army of the United States; thus leaving the officers of the militia without any command, except 
in name, and, in effect, impairing, if not annihilating, the militia itself, so sacredly guarantied by the constitution 
to the several States. 7 ; 

Under these impressions, the Governor has thought proper, by and with the advice of the Council, to refuse a 
compliance with the requisition of Major General Dearborn. ’ 

Lis Excellency is sincerely disposed to comply promptly with all the constitutional requests of the National Ex- 
ecutive—a disposition which has ever been manifested by the Government of this State; and he laments the occa- 
sion which thus compels him to yield obedience to the paramount authority of the constitution and laws of the United 
States. He trusts the General Government will speedily provide an adequate force for the security and protection 
of the sea-coast. In the mean time, his Excellency has issued the necessary orders to the general officers command- 
ing the militia in that quarter, to be in readiness to repel any invasion which may be attempted upon that portion of 
the State, and to co-operate with such part of the national forces as shall be employed for the same purpose. 


With great respect, I am, &c. 
The Hon. Wiiuiam Eustis, Secretary of War. 


Sir: 


JOHN COTTON SMITH. 


Extract of a letter from His Excellency John Cotton Smith to the Secretary of War, dated 
New Lonpon, June 7, 1813. 


I arrived at this place on the 5th instant, and found about six hundred of the militia of this State stationed_on the 
- -_ of the river, who had been assembled under the circumstances mentioned in my letter from Hartford, of 
the 2d instant. 

I shall not disband any part of the militia until a communication is received from Commodore Decatur, being 
heartily disposed to assist his views in affording all possible protection to the squadron and harbor. I will address 
you again before my departure from this place, and, in the mean time, am desirous of receiving the instructions of 
the President as to the course proper to be pursued. 


Extract of a letter from His Excellency John Cotton Smith to the Secretary of War, dated 
New Lonpon, June 12, 1813. 


_On a consultation with Commodore Decatur, as proposed in my last, it was concluded to retain the whole of the 
militia then assembled, until their places could be supplied by two regiments to be drawn from the neighborhood. 
Orders were issued accordingly. __ 

But, on the arrival of the two regiments, information was received that a bomb ketch had been added to the ene- 
my’s squadron, and that preparations were evidently making for an attack. At the instance of Commodore Deca- 
tur, who knows best his own capacity of meeting the exigency, and on whose opinion, therefore, I must greatly rely, 
the whole force was directed to remain, excepting such individuals as were under a pressing necessity of returning 
to their homes. ‘The number of militia now here is about fifteen hundred, including officers. 


Extract of a letter from His Excellency John Cotton Smith to the Secretary of War, dated 
New Lonpon, June 16, 1813. 


Your favor of the 12th instant is received, and has afforded me much pleasure. 
he details in my letter of the 12th instant, I trust, will fully justify, in the view of the President, the additional 
force it was then thought necessary to employ. After closing my despatches on that day, the hostile fleet got under 
sail, approached the harbor, fired several shots at the guards, and, to all appearance, were meditating an attack. 
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_ Whether the display of so respectable a body of troops, or some other cause, discouraged them from the attempt, 
is not known. The enterprise was, for that time, abandoned, and, on the 14th, two of their ships passed eastward, 


out of the Sound. ae 

As soon as information of this diminution of the squadron was received, orders were issued to disband the two 
regiments which were first brought into the field, and a further reduction of the troops is this day made, to the num- 
ber mentioned in your letter. 


Extract of a letter from His Excellency John Cotton Smith to the Secretary of War, dated 


State or Connecticut, Suaron, 4ugust 1, 1814. 


Your letter of the 4th July last reached me on the 16th of the same month. 

Although there appears to be no act of Congress expressly authorizing a detachment from_the militia, for the 
purpose mentioned in your communication, yet the respect due to a recommendation from the President, having for 
its object the defence of the country, induced me, without necessary delay, to convene the Council of the State, and 
to submit the proposition to their consideration. 
___That honorable body having advised the Executive to detach the number of militia suggested, as the proportion 
of Connecticut, orders were immediately issued to that effect, and you will be speedily ialermed, by the proper offi- 


cer, of their execution. 





Copy of a letter from General Cushing to His Excellency Governor Smith, dated «5 
Mirrary District No. 2, Heap Quarters, New Lonpon, August 1, 1814. 


Sir: 

I have been notified by the Secretary of War, that, on the 4th day of July last, a requisition was made on 
the Executive of the State of Connecticut for a body of militia, to be organized and held in readiness for immediate 
service; and I am instructed by him, “ in case of actual or menaced invasion of the district under my command, 
to call for a part or the whole of the quotas assigned to the States of Connecticut and Rhode Island, which shal! 


have been organized and equipped under the aforesaid requisition.” But, in the Bp my sey of = duty, I - 
to have inspected, without de- 


charged ** to avoid all unnecessary calls; to proportion the calls to the exigency; an 
lay, all corps entering on the service, to the end that men, who, from any cause, are unfit therefor, be promptly 
d between officers and privates.” 


discharged, and that a due proportion, in all cases, be maintained bet ; 
t is not deemed necessary to call any part of the quota of Connecticut into the service of the United States at this 


I 
time; but it is desirable that the draught be made, and the men held in readiness for immediate service, whenever 
circumstances may indicate an intention on the part of the enemy to invade any part of the State. And I have, 
therefore, to request your Excellency to inform me whether the quota of militia required of this State by the afore- 
said requisition, has been, or will be, ** organized and held in readiness for immediate service?” whether, on my 
requisition, the whole or any part of the said militia, will be ordered into the service of the United States, for the 
urposes before mentioned? whether my requisition, for this purpose, must be made to your Excellency, in the first 
instance, or to such ay and field officers as may have been detailed for this service? and, generally, that your Ex- 
cellency would be pleased to favor me with such information and opinions, in relation to the objects and designs of 

the enemy, and to the defence of this State, as you vz think proper to communicate. 
f this military district, it will be my constant endeavor to pre- 


I have only to add, that, as commanding officer o r em ; 
serve the strictest harmony and good will between the national troops and the militia; and that the rights of the 


latter, as secured by the constitution and laws of our country, shall be duly respected by every officer and soldier 


under my command. 


Extracts of a letier from John C. Smith to General Cushing, dated 


State or ConnecticuT, SHARON, 4ugust 4, 1814. 


**T have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist instant. 

“* The Adjutant General is directed to send you a transcript of the general orders, issued on the 28th ultimo, for 
organizing and holding in readiness a body of militia, pursuant to a recommendation from the President of the United 
States. ‘l'o that document I must refer you for answers to most of your inquiries.” ; ; ; 

** The militia, whenever their services are required, will expect to march under orders received from their com- 


mander -in-chief; and such orders as the exigency demands, you may rest assured shall be promptly given.” 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
Srate or Connecticut, Hartrorp, July 28, 1814. 


The Commander-in-chief has received a communication from the President of the United States, inviting the 
Executives of certain States to organize, and hold in readiness for immediate service, a corps of ninety-three thou- 
sand five hundred men, “as a measure of precaution to strengthen ourselves on the line of the Atlantic,” and assign- 
ing as the quota of Connecticut, three hundred artillery, and two thousand seven hundred infantry, with a detail of 


general and staff officers. ; ; ; ‘ 
The Commander-in-chief having thought proper, by advice of the Council, to comply with the recommendation, 

directs that dispositions be immediately made for carrying the same into effect. ’ : 
Accordingly, the number of artillery and infantry above mentioned, including the usual regimental officers, will 

be detached from the militia of the State, exempting from the draught such as have, either in person or by substitute, 


erformed a tour of duty the present season. Volunteer uniform companies will be accepted. T he whole to be 
laces of rendezvous as follows, to wit: for the first regi- 


ormed into four regiments, and duly officered. Their f : : 

ment, Hartford; for the second, New Haven; for the third, Norwich; and for the fourth, Fairfield. One Major 

General and one Brigadier General will be detailed in the usual manner; also, one Deputy Quartermaster General; 

and, instead of an assistant Adjutant General, (there being no such officer in the militia of this State) there shall be 
- detailed one Division Inspector. : . : a 

The troops thus detached are to be completely armed and, equipped according to law,and until otherwise directed, 

, for the eae of repelling invasions of the enemy, 


r-in-chie 


will be held in readiness to march at a moment’s warning 
under such orders as they shall receive from the Commande 
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Notwithstanding this arrangement, it is confidently expected that the whole body of militia, and every other 
description of military force, will bear in mind the general orders issued on the 19th of April last, and will stand 
in. complete readiness for the defence of the State, at this unusual period of difficulty and danger. 


By order. 
EBEN. HUNTINGTON, Adjutant General. 


P Norwicu, August 11, 1814. 
IR: 

_ By desire of His Excellency Governor Smith, I have forwarded a copy of his general order, of 28th July, for 
your information, on some points of inquiry made to him. 


Iam, &c. 
EBEN. HUNTINGTON, Adjutant General. 


Brigadier General Cusnine. 


Copy of a letter from General Cushing to the Governor of Connecticut, dated 


Mutirary District, No. 2, Heap Quarters, 
. New Lonpon, 4ugust 10, 1814, 
SIR: 

By Major General Williams’s communication of this date, your Excellency will be fully informed of the state 
of things in this quarter; and by the enclosed district order, that the militia ordered out by him, at my request, are 
to form a brigade, in the service of the United States, under the command of Brigadier General Isham. 

Your Excellency’s communication of the 4th instant was received this morning, since which General Williams 
has — me with your general order of the 28th of July; but I have heard nothing from the Adjutant General 
on this subject. 

It is my opinion that the safety of this State requires that fifteen hundred infantry, and two companies of artil- 
lery, —_ officered, and to be commanded by a Brigadier General of this State’s quota of ninety-three thousand 
five hundred men, required by the President of the United States ‘‘ to be organized and held in readiness for imme- 
diate service,” should be immediately detached from the said quota, and ordered to this place, for the purpose of 
relieving the militia now on duty here, if circumstances should justify the measure, or to increase our means of 
defence, in the event of more formidable and vigorous operations on the part of the en . And I have the honor 
to request your Excellency to make and place the said detachment under my command. It is desirable that the 
Brigadier General to be detached on this service should be instructed by your Excellency to report himself to me, 
by letter, immediately after he shall have been so detached, to inform me of his route to this place, and the proba- 
ble time of his arrival; and to receive and obey any orders he may receive from me, while on his march. 


. 


Copy of Adjutant General P. P. Schuyler’s orders, dated 


Mutirary District, No. 2, Heap Quarters, ? ~ 
New Lonpon, August 10, 1814. 
DISTRICT ORDERS: 


The militia of this State, ordered into service yesterday, by Major General Williams, at the request of the 
Commanding General of the district, are to be considered in the service of the United States, and will form a 
brigade, under the command of Brigadier General Isham, who will furnish a return, by regiments, to the Adjutant 
General of the district, the soonest possible. ; 

Until the proper returns of General Isham’s brigade can be obtained, the contractor will issue provisions on the 
requisitions of Major Goddard, countersigned by the Commanding General; and the Major will be held responsible 
for the proper application of all provisions so received, and which must be covered by regular returns, so soon as 
the cwengih of the brigade can be ascertained. ; 

By order of the Commanding General. 
P. P. SCHUYLER, Adjutant General. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General 7. H. Cushing to the Secretary of War, dated 


Muutary Disraicr, No. 2, Heap Quarters, 
New Lonpon, August 12, 1814, 10 o’clock, P. M. 


‘¢ By the letter of the 11th instant, from Governor Smith, of which I enclose a copy, you will see that he has 
ordered the militia called for on the 10th; but, for the reasons therein stated, claims the right of placing a Major 
General at their head. I shall endeavor to satisfy him that, with the number of men called for, a Major General 
cannot be received; but, if he should persist, how is the difficulty to be gotten over?” f 


Extract of a letter from John Cotton Smith to General Cushing, dated 


, State or Connecticut, 
Suaron, 4ugust 11, 1814, 9 o’clock, 4. M. 


“ Your communication, by exp-ess, is this moment received. : 

‘* Major General Williams is directed to retain the militia now on duty until they shall be relieved by the force 
ordered out, conformably to you: request, or unless circumstances shall justify an earlier dismission. 

‘It is probable the draught for the new detachment is not completed; but Brigadier General Lusk, detailed under 
the orders of the 28th ultimo, is instructed, by the return of the express, to hasten it as fast as possible, and to march, 
without a moment’s delay, with the first and third regiments, whose places of rendezvous are Hartford and Nor- 
wich. Their numbers will make the compliment you require, including artillery. 


** As the force requested by you will constitute a majority of the detachment, there is an evident propriety that 
it should be commanded by the Major General detailed pursuant to the recommendation of the President. He will 
scoortingiy be directed to enter the service, as soon as the necessary arrangements will permit. In the mean time, 


Brigadier General Lusk is ordered to report himself to you, agreeably to your desire.” 
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Extract of a letter from Brigadier General T. H. Cushing to the Secretary of War, dated 


Muitary District, No. 2, Heap Quarters, 
New Lonpon, 4ugust 29, 1814. 


“ I deem it proper, at this time, to lay before you a copy of my correspondence with Governor Smith, from the 
14th to the 28th, inclusive. Unwilling to relinquish his project for introducing a Major General of militia into the 
service of the United States, the Governor has attempted to prevail on me to accept a command of six hundred 
_ to be posted at New Haven, under the command of Major General Taylor, who, it appears, must be provided 
or. 

** T have agreed to accept the men, if properly officered, because it will enable me to discharge an equal number, 
which must otherwise be marched from this neighborhood; but I have pointedly refused to recognize the Major 
heaps or to have the men mustered and supplied, on any other consideration but that of their being subject to 
my orders.’ 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General One to His Excellency John Cotton Smith, Governor of the State 
of Connecticut, dated 


Mititary District, No. 2, Heap Quarters, 
New Lonpon, 4ugust 14, 1814, 


** 4 brigade in the army of the United States should consist of two thousand men, and the detachment of militia 
required of your Excellency, by my letter of the 10th instant, does not exceed one thousand seven hundred, which 
is probably less than any brigade of militia in the State of Connecticut. In asking for a Brigadier General to com- 
mand this force, I have certainly gone as far as I am authorized by my instructions from the War Department; 
which are, “ that a due proportion, in all cases, be maintained between officers and privates;” and I trust that, 
on reflection, your Excellency will relinquish the idea of ordering a Major General to assume the command of 
Jess than a complete brigade. _ 

** Should circumstances require a further call for men, to an extent equal to a Major General’s command, in- 
cluding the one thousand seven hundred, I shall not fail to include that officer in my requisition.” 


Copy of a letter from Brigadier General Cushing to His wg John Cotton Smith, Governor of the State of 
Connecticut, date 


Mutary District, No. 2, Heap art 
New Lonpon, August 24, 1814. 


A copy of your Excellency’s letter to me of the 11th instant, has been transmitted to the Secretary of War, and 
I have the honor to enclose an extract of a letter from him on the subject of militia draughts, and a copy of the rules 
referred to in his letter. _ 

In acting on the late requisition of the President, for three thousand men, to be organized for the service of the 
United States, I had presumed that your Excellency would have pursued the course suggested by that requisition, 
and formed the State’s quota into three regiments, of one thousand men each; and, under that impression, in my 
letter of the 10th instant, I did not express the number of privates, non-commissioned and commissioned officers, 
required. It now appears that a different course has been adopted, and the quota of the State formed into four 
regiments; but, although, in point of form, there is considerable difference between the three thousand men, as 
organized by your Excellency, and the same number, as organized in the army of the United States, yet, as a due 
proportion between officers and privates will be maintained, and no additional expense incurred, I shall consider 


the spirit and intention of the rule as having been fully complied with, by the organization which your Excellency 
has been pleased to direct. 


Extract of a letter from His Excellency John Cotton Smith, Governor of the State of Connecticut, to Brigadier 
General Cushing, dated 


Hartrorp, 4ugust 25, 1814, 


** As you seem, sir, not to have understood, correctly, the views of this Government, with respect to the late 
detachment, it is fit that I state them to you distinctly. 

** The communication from the War Department, under date of the 4th July last, relative to a detachment from 
the militia, for the purpose therein mentioned, did not assume the style of a ‘‘ requisition,” and for the obvious 
reason, that there existed no law to authorize it. The invitation (for such was its purport) was accepted by the 
Executive of this State, from a desire to co-operate in what appeared to the President a proper measure of defence 
for the Atlantic Coast. The terms of compliance are contained in the general orders issued on the 28th July, a 
transcript of which you have received. In organizing the regiment, I conformed as nearly as possible to the act of 
Congress, passed the 8th May, 1792. I am not informed that there is now in operation any other act of the National 
Legislature on that subject. if your instructions from the War Department materially interfere with the require- 
pone A this act, it is indeed a subject of regret, but not of doubt, as to the authority which ought, in such case, to 

revail. 
a. I am happy, however, to perceive, that you do not consider the difference as essentially varying the result.” 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Cushing to His Excellency John Cotton Smith, Governor of the State 
of Connecticut, dated 


Muutary District, No. 2, Heap Quarters, i 
August 28, 1814. 


‘** Your Excellency’s letter of the 25th instant was received last evening, and shall be submitted to the Secretary 
of War by the next mail. 

** Not having the communication from the War Department, under date of the 4th July, before me, when my 
letter to your Excellency, of the 24th instant, was written, I inadvertently used the term requisition, when I should 
have employed that of invitation; and I beg leave to assure your Excellency that this was done without any inten- 
tion or desire of giving to the invitation of the President, or the acceptance of your Excellency, a different under- 
standing from that originally intended.” 
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Extract of a letter from Brigadier General T. H. Cushing to the Secretary of War, dated 


Mititary District, No. 2, Heap QuaRTERs, 
. New Lonpon, September 2, 1814. 
“ “4 I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter from Governor Smith, of the 30th of August, with my reply of 
is date. 
** It is now pretty evident that the Governor and Council have determined that their militia shall not be com- 
manded by an officer of the United States; and it is possible an attempt may be made to withdraw the brigade now 
in service. I am, however, of opinion, that this will not be done before the meeting of the Legislature.” 


Copy of a letter from His Excellency John C. Smith to Brigadier General Cushing, dated 


: Hartrorp, Jugust 30, 1814. 
Colonel Waid has delivered me your letter of the 28th instant. 


In referring you to the views of this Government respecting the detachment lately nani, it was my design 
not to criticise your language, but to point your attention to the precise conditions = which that detachment was 
formed. The right of command, you will perceive, is expressly reserved. The detachment thus constituted is 
accepted; and with a knowledge of the reservation just mentioned, you requested a large portion of the troops for 
public service. Whatever sentiments, therefore, may be entertained as to the right of the Executive of the State 
to direct its military force, when ordinarily employed in the national service, it surely cannot be questioned in the 
present instance. te at your particular desire, Brigadier General Lusk was ordered to report himself ‘to you, in 
the manner suggested in my letter of the 11th instant, I trust it evinces a spirit of accommodation which will be 
duly appreciated. t : , 

I think, sir, you will be satisfied, upon reflection, that you should have requested the Major General, when you 
called for a majority of the detachment; especially if you consider that another brigade of militia was at that time 
on duty; and, from appearances, the services of both might become necessary. That a Brigadier General of the 
regular army, with no troops in the field, should insist on the command of two entire brigades of militia, whose 
— Generals held senior commissions, would have produced a case which neither precedent nor principle 
could justify. To avoid so unusual and embarrassing a state of things, it became my duty to order the Major Gene- 
ral into service. Having been properly detailed, no casual diminution of numbers can affect his right of command. 

I enclose you the opinion of the Council in relation as well to this point as to the employment of a larger force 
at New Haven and Bridgeport. Their opinion is in perfect accordance with my own, and, therefore, will be car- 
ried into effect. The troops destined for these posts will arrive at New Haven on the 8th, and at Bridgeport on 
the 13th, of September next. If no officer of the United States appears to muster them, that duty will be performed 
by an officer of the militia, ay to the late act of Congress. If ~~ are withheld by your order, they will 
be furnished by the proper officers of the State, and charged over to the United States. 

It is hoped the services of the third regiment may be dispensed with for the present. 

From the harmony with which the service was conducted the last season, under an arrangement not essentially 
dissimilar, I flattered myself that a temper equally conciliatory would a the present campaign. Whilst { 
lament that any difference of opinion should exist as to the a mode of defending our country, at a moment 


= its dearest interests are in jeopardy, I cannot lose sight of the high duties which [ ain solemnly bound to dis- 
charge. 


Extract from the proceedings of the Governor and — at ameeting held at Hartford, the 24th day of August, 
. DD. 1814, 


His Excellency the Governor laid before the Council a correspondence between him and Brigadier General 
Cushing, in regard to the command of two regiments of the militia of this State, now in service, and requested the 
advice of the Council thereon. ; a i 

The Council, on mature deliberation, cannot doubt the right or expediency, under existing circumstances, of 
having in service, from this State, a Major General, authorized to command such portions of the military force as 
is, or may be, in service for its defence. 


Extract of a letter from General Cushing to John C. Smith, Governor of Connecticut, dated 


Miutitary District No. 2, Heap Quarters, New Lonpon, September 2, 1814. 


Your Excellency’s letter of the 30th of August was received this morning by the Southern mail. 

Whether I have understood “ the views of the Government, (Connecticut) respecting the detachment lately or- 
ganized,” or not, is, in my estimation, a question of no importance at this time, since, by referring to my letter of 
the 10th of August, your Excellency will there find the conditions on which the draughted militia, now in service, 
were asked for, and have been received into the service of the United States. If these conditions did not accord 
with the * views of this Government,” it is not for me to assign the motive which induced your Excellency to make 
the detachment; but, while I regret that any misunderstanding should exist on this subject, I feel confident that my 


communications have been too explicit to leave a doubt as to the course authorized and enjoined by the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 


Extract of a letter from His Excellency John Cotton Smith to the Secretary of War, dated 
Strate or Connecticut, Hartrorp, September 3, 1814. 


In consequence of the exposed and defenceless situation of the town of New Haven, and ay of Bridge- 


port, I have thought proper, by the advice of the Council, to order into service six hundred men, for the protec- 
tion of these places. 


The general officer of the United States, located at New London, has been advised of this procedure, and has 
also been requested to.cause the tcoops to be duly mustered and supplied. 


He admits the propriety of the measure, but, as I understand, refuses to comply with the request, and on grounds 
which, in my view, are wholly inadmissible. 


It is my duty, sir, to inform you of these circumstances, and to express the assurance I feel that you will order 
the requisite supplies to be immediately furnished. 


Extract of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton Smith to the Secretary of War, dated 


Srate or Connecticut, Hartrorp, September 14, 1814. 


_I am informed the agent of the United States, at New London, has refused any further subsistence to the 
militia now on duty in that vicinity, upon the unfounded pretext, that they are withdrawn from service by my 
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authority. Unwilling to hazard the safety of those posts, and the national property in'the river, by disbanding the 
toons, have y eer \ the Commissary General of the State to provide for * mag until the pleasure of the President 
be 


shal known. 
You will perceive the importance, sir, of apprising me, without delay, whether the agent is to be countenanced 
in the course he has thought proper te adopt; and, also, how far I am to rely on the General Government for assist- 


ance, in the necessary defence of the State. 
paca letter was written to the Governor of Connecticut, in reply to these letters to the Department of War, 
to the same effect with that to the Governor of Massachusetts, of September 14, 1814. ] 


—-- —- — 


Copy of a lettr from James Monroe, Secretary of War, 4 ae Excellency John C. Smith, Governor of Connec- 
trcut te 
, Ocroper 17, 1814. 


Sir: 
The letters mentioned in it 





I have had the honor to receive your Excellency’s communication of 


had been before received. p e : é 
The regulations of this Department, in conformity to the laws of the United States, having designated com- 


mands for different grades of general officers of the militia—two thousand men for a Brigadier General—and Gene- 
ral Cushing not having called for more than two thousand men at any time, and there not being more than that 
number of militia in the field, it was thought that the command of them ought not to be committed to a Major Ge- 


neral of the militia. : ; ve 
ement would be to take the force assembled for the defence of the military dis- 


_ The tendency of such an —- € ; he milit 
trict No. 2, out of the hands of the officer to whom the President had entrusted it. It was on this principle that 
my letter to your Excellency, of the 17th of September, was addressed, and with intention to explain the principles 


on which the arrangements of this Government were made, for the defence of every part of the United States; 
which explanation I gave on a belief that it would be satisfactory, and that it was particularly my duty to give it 
at this very important crisis of our affairs. ; ‘ 

It is, however, distinctly to be understood that, if the whole quota assigned to Connecticut had been called into 
service, it would have been proper to have committed the command to a Major General of the militia, who, 
in cases where he and a Brigadier General of the army of the United States acted together, would take the com- 


mand of him. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


Copy of a letter from T. H. Cushing, Brigadier General, to the Secretary of War, dated 
Muzitary District No. 2, Heap Quarters, New Lonpon, September 12, 1814. 


Sir: 

The enclosed copies, marked (a-) (2.) (c.) and (d.) will show you the situation in which I am placed, with re- 
spect to the militia in the State of Connecticut, and that it will be impossible for me to repel any attack of the 
enemy within its limits, not directed against the forts in this harbor, or the very smali and inconsiderable battery 


in the neighborhood of New Haven. ' ; : 

The letter of Governor Smith was delivered to me yesterday morning, by the aid of Major General Taylor. I 
inquired whether his General had been ordered into service by the Government of the United States, and assured 
him, if this was the case, I would, most cheerfully, resign to him, not only the command of the draughted militia, 
but of this military district. He replied that General ‘Taylor had no such orders; but that he had been ordered by 


Governor Smith to take command of the draugated militia of Connecticut, in the service of the United States, and 
would immediately assume the command, and issue his orders agreeably to the Governor’s instructions. 

Finding that the usual report of the brigade was not furnished by Brigadier General Lusk, I sent for him to in- 

uire the reason for this neglect, and to admonish him of the consequences which would ensue, in the event of his 


ailing to discharge the duties of his station, as an officer in the service of the United States, and, as such, not ac- 
countable to Governor Smith, or any of his militia Generals. 
e; and I heard noth- 


_ The Brigadier requested a short time to make up his mind, as to the course he should pursu not 
ing more from him until two o’clock this day, when his answer to my note was received, and the enclosed district 


order immediately issued. 

I understand that General Taylor is making arrangements for the supply of Lusk’s brigade at this place, and 
in its neighborhood; and it will readily occur to you that the power to call militia into service, vested in me by the 
President’s proclamation, cannot be exercised to any beneficial result, since, the moment such militia shall have 


assembled, in pursuance of my requisition, they will be taken from me by State authorities. 


(a.) 


Copy of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton Smith, Governor of the State of Connecticut, to Brigadie” 
General Cushing, dated 
Hartrorp, September 9, 1814. 


Sir: 
to the original arrangement, Major General Taylor now goes to take the command of the 


nem pry oe I 
militia on duty at New London and its vicinity. 


_ He will retain or reduce their present number, according to existing circumstances. Upon this and other sub- 
jects, connected with the safety of those posts, he is instructed, and will be disposed to confer with you freely, and 
to promote, by all means in his power, that concert of operation on which the success of the service must essentially 


depend. 


(6.) 
Copy of a letter from Brigadier General Cushing to Brigadier General Lusk, commanding militia, dated 
Miutrrary District No. 2, Heap Quarters, New Lonpon, September 12, 1814. 


Sir: 
The usual reports of the oe of draughted militia under your command, in the service of the United 


States, were not delivered to the Adjutant General of the district yesterday, and report says that you have received, 
the United States. 


and are acting under, the orders of a militia officer, not in the service of { 
It has, therefore , become necessary that you assign a reason, in writing, for withholding your reports, and con- 
tradict or admit the fact of your having received, and actually executing, the orders of an officer not in the ser- 


yice of the United States. 
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(c.) 
Copy of a letter from Brigadier General Lusk, of the militia, to Brigadier General Cushing, dated 

New Lonpon, September 12, 1814. 
SiR: ‘ , ate 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this morning. The following is an extract of the 

order of his Excellency the Captain General, dated the 28th of July, 1814: 
“The troops thus detached, are to be completely armed and equipped according to law, and, until otherwise 
directed, will be held in readiness to march at a moment’s warning, for the purpose of repelling invasions of the 


enemy, under such orders as they shall receive from the Commander-in-chief.” ; 

The following is an extract of a letter of instruction to me, from Governor Smith, dated Sharon, 11th August, 
1814. ** You will inform General Cushing, by letter, of your state of readiness, and take his directions as to the 
route, and place or places of destination, and to conform to his instructions, until the arrival of Major General 
Zaylor, who will take the command as soon as his health and the necessary arrangements will permit.’ 

In addition to the above, Major General Taylor issued his orders to me, under date of the 11th of September, 
1814, directing me to discontinue calling at the office of the Commanding General of the district for orders, and to 
obey no orders excepting such as shall be issued under the authority of this State. 

He has also required of me regularly to make report to him of the forces under my command. 

From a perusal of the foregoing extracts, you will readily infer the only answer to your interrogations which I 


have the power to make. 


(d.) 
Copy of District Orders, dated 


Miuttrary Districr, No. 2, Heap Quarters, 
New Lonpon, September 12, 1814. 


The brigade of draughted militia from the state of Connecticut having been withdrawn from the service of the 
United States by his Excellency Governor Smith; and Brigadier General Lusk, the commanding officer of the said 
brigade, having refused to receive and obey the orders of the Brigadier General commanding this military district, 
no further supplies, of any description, are to be delivered to him, or his brigade, for and on account of the United 
States, without an express written order from the Brigadier General commanding, or from his superior officer, 
actually in the service of the United States. 


By order of the commanding General. 
P. P. SCHUYLER, djutant General. 


Copy of a letter from His Excellency William Jones to the Secretary of War, dated 


Provivgence, April 22, 1812. 

Sir: 

I have had the honor to receive your letter, under date of the 15th instant, requiring me to take effectual 

measures to detach five hundred of the militia of Rhode Island, and that they be armed and equipped for ac- 
tual service within the shortest period that circumstances will permit. 

The General Assembly of this State will be in session ina few days, when I shall embrace the earliest opportu- 


nity to lay the request before them. 


Copy of a letter from His Excellency William Jones to the Secretary of War, dated 


Provipence, June 18, 1812. 

Sir: 

Your communication of the 12th instant came to hand by last evening’s mail; and, in reply, permit me to 

state, that, for the quota of militia required by the act of Congress of April 10, 1812, the General Assembly of this 

State, at their session, in May last, ordered a_ return of our militia made on or before the 4th of July next, and that 
therefrom a draught of the number required will be made, as soon as practicable, and ready for service. 


Extract of a letter from His Excellency William Jones to the Secretary of War, dated 
PRovipENcE, August 22, 1812. 


I have not been able to obtain an entire return of the men draughted, as this State’s quota of militia, alluded 
io in my last, until the 11th instant. -It is now done, and the detachment organized, as per enclosed roll, and wil! 
be held in readiness to act, when, in my opinion, any of the exigencies provided for by the constitution, and referred 
to by the late act of Congress, under which they are detached, exists, agreeably to the opinion and advice of the 
Council of this State, given me on the occasion. 


Extract of a letter from His Excellency William Jones, Governor of the State of Rhode Island, to the President of 
the United States, dated 
ProvipENce, June 29. 1814. 


The views of the General Assembly, the Council of War, and myself, will be discovered from the act of the 
Assembly, passed at their late sess.on, a copy of which Mr. Searle will present to you, with whom I request you 
will make all the necessary arrangements for carrying it into full effect. 

He will discuss the subject of nis mission fully, and, I trust, to your satisfaction, so that the State will, by the 
assistance of the United States, be placed in a posture of defence, at least, against the predatory incursions of the 


enemy. 


Extract of a letter from Nathaniel Searle, junior, to the President of the United States, dated 
Wasuinoton Crry, July 6, 1814. 


The views of the General Assembly, of the Council of War, and of the Governor, will be clearly discovered, 
in relation to this subject, from an actof the Assembly, passed at their late June session, a copy of which I herewith 


present. 
° 79 m 
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| I beg leave, therefore, in behalf of the State by whose authority [ am deputed, to solicit the peculiar attention of 
the President to her perilous and calamitous situation; to request of him a reimbursement of the expenditures 
already made, and the prompt provision of a military force for her protection; or that he will furnish, herewith, 
pecuniary means by which she can place herself in an attitude of defence. 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS. 
In Geverat AssembLy, June Session, A. D. 1814. 
AN ACT providing for the defence of the State. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted bythe General Assembly, and by the authority thereof it is enacted, That his Excellency 
the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Council of war, be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
requested to A. &. into immediate service, according to the provisions of the constitution, and of the laws of the 
United States, such portion of the militia and chartered companies of this State as he may think necessary for the 
defence of the most exposed parts thereof. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That his Exce!lency the Governor may draught or detach the said militia and 
chartered companies as he may think expedient; and that any private soldier of the militia, draughted or detached, 
may furnish an able-bodied man as a substitute. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each and every non-commissioned officer and private soldier shall 
receive two dollars per month, out of the general treasury, in addition to the pay allowed by the United States. 

Sec. 4. dnd be it further enacted, ‘That his Excellency the Governor be, and he is hereby, requested to cause 
the draughted or detached militia and chartered companies to be relieved as often as the nature of the service will 

ermit. 
. Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That all process, for the recovery of debt or taxes, against the non-commis- 
sioned officers and private soldiers, draughted or detached as aforesaid, shall be stayed during the time they are in 
service. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That his Excellency the Governor be authorized and empowered to raise a 
State corps, and to appoint officers therefor, as svon as the President of the United States consents to receive them 
into servive for the defence of this State; and that the officers, appointed as aforesaid, be commissioned by his Ex- 
cellency the Governor in the usual manner. 

Sec. 7. 2nd be it further enacted, That his Excellency the Governor and Council of War be authorized and 
requested to furnish to the towns most exposed, such ordnance, on travelling carriages, and such equipments and 
immunition, as they shall think proper; and to furnish the militia with tumbrils for transporting their ammunition. 

Sec. 8 And be it further enacted, That his Excellency the Governor be authorized te draw on the general trea- 
sury for any sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars, for the purpose of carrying this act into effect. 

A true copy- 
Witness, SAMUEL EDDY, Secretary. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General T. H. Cushing to the Secretary of War, dated 


Miurirary District, No. 2, Heap 7 
ProvipENcr, July 21, 1814, 


Your letter of the 11th instant, with enclosures, reached me at this place on the evening of the 15th, and on 
the next morning I had an interview with Governor Jones, who is, at this time, deliberating with his Council as to 
the mode of selecting the State’s quota of 500 men, which he assures me shall be raised, either by enlistment or 
draught, in a very few days. 


Lvtract of a letter from his Excellency William Jones, Governor of the State of Rhode Island, to the Secretary of 
War, dated 
Provipence, ugust 15, 1814. 


Since the arrangement was entered into with you, relative to raising a State corps, rendezvous have been 
opened in different parts of the State, officers appointed, and the recruiting service progresses in a manner and with 
a rapidity that promises success. 

Should we be disappointed, however, in raising the number proposed by enlistment, the militia will be detached 
to make up the deficiency, for the defence of the State, according to the invitation of the President of the United 
States of the 4th of July last. 


Extract of a letter from his Excellency 'Villiam Jones, Governor of the State of Rhode Island, to the Secretary of 
Var, dated 
Provipence, September 8, 1814. 

SIR: 

tam ready, as I have by letter, and through the Adjutant General, Colonel Searle, repeatedly expressed to 
your Department, to call out the militia, and particularly the five hundred men ordered by the President, on the 4th 
day of July last, as our quota of the ninety-three thousand five hundred men; but we are destitute of almost every 
necessary for the comfort and subsistence of those men, and for making them effective, as soldiers. We are with- 
out tents, equipage, and'provisions, and have a very inadequate supply of cannon, muskets, and ammunition. _ I have 
attempted to raise a corps of five hundred men, to be accepted as substitutes for our quota of the militia. In this I 
have not yet succeeded, having been able to enlist only about one hundred and fifty men, notwithstanding a bounty 
was offered by the State. I have also detached four companies of militia for the defence of Newport, who have been 
called into actual service, one company at a time, and who were agreed to be mustered under the authority of the 
United States, as appears by the letter of General Armstrong, dated July 9, 1814. Five companies of militia were 
also called out by General Stanton, of Washington county, to assist in the defence of Stonington, in Connecticut. 
In the actual state of affairs, the militia must be draughted or detached to make up the five hundred men; and it 
may very probably be necessary to call out a much larger force; but you must be perfectly sensible of the ineffi- 

iency of any force, without further supplies of the munitions of war. 
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Copy of a letter from His Excellency William Pennington, Governor of the State of New Jersey, to the Secretary 
of War, dated 
Trentox, October 29, 1814. 
Sir: 

J am informed that Gevernor Tompkins, as Governor of the State of New York, has taken command of the 
third military district of the United States: this district comprehends the principal part of New Jersey, and between 
two and three thousand Jersey militia are now in actual service in this district, at Sandy Hook, in the State of New 
Jersey. It might certainly appear, on first view, novel, at least, that a Governor of a State, as such, should have 
the command of the militia of a neighboring State, within the actual territory of that State. I am far from entertain- 
ing a disposition, especially in the present state of our country, to throw the least obstruction in the way of the 
operations of the General Government in any measure of defence whichit may think proper to adopt, but I conceive 
it my duty to inquire as to the fact, and the views of the War Department on the subject. 


Copy of aletter from James Monroe, Secretary of War, to His Excellency William Pennington, Governor of New 
Jersey, dated 
NovemBer 22, 1814. 
SIR: 

I] have had the honor to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 29th ultimo, requiring information whether 
Governor Tompkins, as Governor of the State of New York, has been appointed commander of the third military 
district, comprehending a part of the State of New Jersey. Your Excellency seems to doubt whether the Governor 
of one State can have command of the militia of another State, within the limits of the latter; and it is to ascertain 
the views of the General Government on that point that the inquiry has been made. 

The patriotic and national sentiments which you have expressed on this subject have afforded much satisfaction 
to the President, who desires that all the information which you have sought should be fully communicated. 

Governor ‘Tompkins has been appointed commander of the military district of the United States, No. 3, by vir- 
tue of which, his command extends to that part of the State of New Jersey, and to such of her militia, as have been 
called into the service of the United States within that limit. 

The city of New York being menaced by the enemy with a formidable invasion, and the United States not having 
a regular force sufficient to repel it, a large body of the militia were called into their service for the purpose. It 
was this circumstance which led to the appointment of Governor ‘Tompkins to the command of the military district 
No. 3, he being. in the opinion of the President, well qualified for the trust. 

It isa well established principle, that, when any portion of the militia are called into the service of the United 
States, the officers commanding it ought to retain their command, and enter with it into that service: a Colonel with 
his regiment; a Brigadier with his brigade; a Major General with his division. On the same principle, when several 
divisions of the militia of any State are called into the service of the United States, the Governor of the State may 
be authorized to take the command of them, he being the highest officer of the militia in the State. In sucha case 
the Governor of a State is viewed in his military character only. He becomes, it is true, the military commander, 
by virtue of his office as Governor; but every ofher feature of that character is lost in the service of the United 
States. ‘They relate to his civil functions, in which the State alone is interested. ‘The militia of one State, when 
called into the service of the United States, may be marched into another State. We have seen the militia of Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia serving in Maryland, and of North Carolina in Virginia, with many other examples of a like 
kind. In all these instances, the militia officers go with their respective corps, and, as such, no discrimination can be 
made to the exclusion of the Governor of a State, commanding the militia of a States; like other militia officers he 
may march with the troops of his State into another State, and retain there his appropriate command, either as com- 
mander of the district, or acting under another Governor, to whom the President has already given the command. 

Your Excellency will find these principles fully illustrated, and more than fully established, by an example which 
took place soon after the adoption of the present constitution. In the year 1794, when President Washington 
thought it proper, on the certificate of a judge that an insurrection existed in the western parts of Pennsylvania, to 
order the militia of other States there, to aid the militia of that State in suppressing it, he committed the command 
of the whole force to the Governor of a neighboring State, who commanded the Governor of Pennsylvania. ‘The 
relative rank and command of the Governor employed in the service was settled by the President himself. 

In general it is not desirable to impose on the Governors of States the duty of commanding the militia of their 
respective States, when called into the service of the United States, where they supersede the officer of the latter, 
commanding the military district in which such State is, because, as Governors, they have other duties to perform, 
which might interfere, if they did not conflict, with those incident to such command. A Governor, for example, 
under the influence of local feeling, might think the danger more imminent than it really was, and call into the ser- 
vice of the United States a greater force than would be necessary. He might even set on foot expeditions, which 
the General Government could not approve. It would be improper that the charges incident thereto should be de- 
frayed by the United States. The constitution contemplates the exercise of the national authority, in contradis- 
tinction to that of the State, whenever the militia of a State are called into the service of the United States. The 
call must be made by the President, or by his authority, to be obligatory on the nation. If made by the Governor of 
a State it is the act of the State, and obligatory on it only. These objections. however, to the union of both trusts 
in the same person, did not apply to the employment of the Governor of New York. All the force necessary for the 
defence of that State had already been called for, by order of this Government, and put into the service of the United 
States, and although the Governor is authorized to dismiss a part of the militia, in certain cases, he is instructed 
not to call out any without a special sanction from this Department. 

Your Excellency will observe, that the objection to the command of the militia of a State by its Governor, when 
called into the service of the United States, does not apply except to cases in which the command of the military 
district of the United States is superseded. In every other case, even in those having that effect, under similar cir- 
cumstances with that under consideration, such active, patriotic service, by persons so highly entrusted by their coun- 
try, will be seen by the President with great interest and satisfaction. tts example pose A not fail to produce the 
happiest effect. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
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MILITIA CLAIMS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 11, 1816, 


Mr. Wrieur, from the committee on that part of the President’s message, which relates to an arrangement of the 
expenses of militia incurred by States without the authority of the General Government, made a report on the 
petition of P. Andrews and others; and on the petition of the Legislature of the Mississippi territory, relating 


to the pay of Nixon and Hind’s cavalry, as follows: 

‘That, although they are satisfied that the cases so referred to them are not within the purview of the original 
reference, yet they have taken the same under their consideration, and have come to the conclusion that no legis- 
lative act is necessary for the relief of the petitioners. , 

In the first case, the committee were satisfied that the muster-rolls of the militia, by their own officers, was 
legal evidence of their claims, particularly when remote from any regular corps; in which opinion they were con- 
firmed, by an inquiry of the Secretary of War, who informed the chairman of the committee, that the regulation 
requiring the militia being mustered by a regular officer, proceeded from an order of the Secretary of War, which 
had been recently superseded; and that the necessary order had been given to effect the payment of these militia, 
on their muster-rolls by their own officers; whereby the benefits required will be had without an act of Congress 


for that purpose. 

The pan a were also of opinion that the militia of a territory, called out as sanctioned by the executive au- 
thority of a territory, were to be considered as acting under the authority of the United States, and that the laws 
sufficiently provided for their payment, on the requisite evidence of their services; in which opinion, also, they 
were confirmed by the concurrent opinion of the Secretary of War. 

On the last case, to wit, the propriety of paying the holders of the due bills or certificates of soldiers’ claims, to 
their assignees, the Legislature of Mississippi admits the wisdom of the policy that interdicted it, in the case of the 
regulars, but suggests the different characters of the militia and regulars as a principle to induce the excepting the 
case of the militia out of the law. ‘The committee are not sufficiently impressed with the suggestion of the memo- 
rialists to induce them to concur in that opinion, but are satisfied that if it was a wise policy in the case of the reg- 
ulars, it can be fraught with but little mischief in the case of the militia. That it will introduce different rules ot 
evidence in the case of the claims of the militia and the regulars, inconsistent with the equanimity of sound legis- 


lation, and contrary to the opinion of the Secretary of War. _ 
All which is submitted, &c. 
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CONTRACTS FOR 1815. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 25, 1816. 

DerarTMENT oF War, January 23, 1816. 
Sir: 
In compliance with an act concerning public contracts, passed April 21, 1808, [ have the honor to transmit 
to Congress a statement of the contracts that were made by this Department in the year 1815, for supplying rations to 
the troops of the United States; and statements showing the contracts that were made by the purchasing and ord- 
nance departments for the same period; excepting two contracts made by the purchasing department in 1814, that 
were reported too late to this Department to be reported to Congress before the close of the last session. 

have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, , 
WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 


The Prestpent of THE Senate of the United States. 


individuals with the War Department, for the supply of rations to the troops 
Ist of June, 1815, to the 31st of May, 1816; both days included. 





——S—— 


4 statement of contracts entered into by 
of the United States, from the 














F nrdiend Contractors. Where to be delivered. Price of Ration. 
1815. 
January 1, | Robert M. Penoyer, - | Within the State of New Jersey, _ - =] 16 cts. 8 mills 
* 1, | James Morrison, - | Within the Illinois, Missouri and Indiana Territories, | 17 to 36 cents. 
** 10, | Peter H. Green, - | Within the State of Massachusetts, - - | 19 cents. 


Within the State of Vermont and its northern vicinity | 19 cents. 

Within that part of the State of New York, north of 
West Point and its northern and western vicinities, 

Within that part of the State of New York, South of 
the Highlands, including West Point, - | 16 cts. 7 mills. 

Within the State of Connecticut and Rhode Island, | 17 cents. 

ppi Territory and State of Lou- 


** 14, | John Swartwout, - 
* 14, | Ditto, - « 

19 cts. 5 mills. 
** 16, | Matthew L. Davis. 


** 20, | John Byers, - | With ate of 
** 20, | Ward and Johnson, - | Within the Mississi 

isiana - - - 
Pentland, Hegins & Steele, } Within the Michigan Territory, the vicinity of the 
Upper Lakes and State of Ohio, - - 


154 to 174 cents. 


February 13, 
164 to 25 cts. 


** 13, | Ditto, - - Within the State of Pennsylvania, - - | 17 to 18 cents. 
March 1, | Charles Le bs Junior, - | Within the State of Virginia, - - | 15 cents. 
- 1, | James Roddey, Within the State of South Carolina, - - | 20 cents. 


“ 9] Polk, Walker and Wil- 
liams, : - 
Peter H. Green, - - 


Within the States of Kentucky and Tennessee, -] 14 to 15 cents. 
Within the State of New Hampshire, District of 

Maine and their northern vicinities, —- - 
Within the States of Delaware and Maryland and 


the District of Columbia, _. . +] 16to 174 cts. 
Within the State of Georgia and its southern vicinity, | 17 cts. 7} m. 


Within the State of North Carolina, - -| 174 cts. 


és oo 
18cts. 7; m. 
May 1, | Benjamin G. Orr, - - 


** 25, | Joseph Hutchinson, - 
* 25,1] Jarvis and Brown, - 
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ARMY REGISTER FOR 1816. 


o* 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 27, 1816, 


Department or War 
Sir: ; ; 

In obedience to the resolution of the honorable the House of Representatives of the 22d instant. I have the 
honor to transmit the enclosed documents; which, it is believed, contain all the information required, which it is it 
the power of this Department to give. : 

have the honor to be, your most obedient, humble servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


ApsuTant AND Insprcror Generat’s Orrice, Janvary 25, 1816. 
SR: 
I have the honor to lay before you such copies of the records as contain all the information in this office, 

relative to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the United States, of January 22d, 1816, viz: 

A register of the army, corrected on the Ist of January last, together with a resolution of the Senate of the 
United States, of March 2d, 1815, containing a list of all the promotions which have been made in the army since 
the peace. 

No officer is retained on the peace establishment who was not in service during the war, and none have beer 
promoted since the passing of the act for reducing the army. ’ 

I have the honor to be, sir, with perfect respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PARKER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
The Secretary or War. 


Janvary 25, 1816. 
Sir: 

In addition to the official report which I had the honor to lay before you this morning, I take the liberty to 
state, that there being no third lieutenants provided for in the peace establishment, (except in the corps of artil- 
lery,) it appears to have entered into the views of the Board of Officers, who reported a selection, to retain all of 
that rank who had been promoted from cadets of the military school: and, it appears, that none, except those, were 
brought in from other corps. One third lieutenant, however, declined remaining in the army on the peace estab- 
lishment; and third lieutenant W. H.C. Wright was brought in with his original rank in the regiment of light 
artillery. He would have ranked all the cadets who were appointed on the 2d March, after the peace. The pro- 
motion and selection of cadets seems to have been considered an exception to the general rule, as well by the 
Board of Officers as by the War Department. 

I have the honor to be, with perfect respect, your obedient servant, 


D. PARKER 
Hon. W. H. Crawrorp. 


In SENATE oF THE Unirep States, JMareh 2. 1815 


Resolved, That the Senate do advise and consent to the following appointments: 


Cadet Henry Middleton, to be second lieutenant in the Cadet Michael F. Van Deventer, do. lo. 
corps of engineers. Milo Johnson, do. do. 
Henry R. Dulany, to be third lieutenant of light Aaron G. Gano, do. do. 
artillery. Robert M. Forsyth, do. do. 
John R. Sloo, do. do. Thomas W. Lendrum, do. do. 
Henry Griswold, do. do. William W. Rigal, to be third lieutenant of ord 
James Monroe, do. ilo. nance. 
Robert C. Brent, do. do. James Simonson, do. do. 
Abraham Wendall, do. do. John Hill, do. do. 
George A. Washington, to be third lieutenant in James R. Stubbs, do. do. 
the corps of artillery. Simon Willard, do. do. 
Robert J. Scott, do. do. John Symington, do. do. 
Alonzo Brower, do. do. 
Francis W. Berrier, do. do. Note.—Cadet Stubbs declined the promotion, and re- 
George Cooper, do. do. mained a cadet at the Military Academy. 
Henry Smith, do. do. PD. PARKER, 
Alexander F. Cochrane, do. do. Adjutant and Inspector General. 
Attest: CHARLES CUTTS, Secretary. 


Apsurant AND Inspector GENERAL’s Office, January 25, 1816. 


A true copy of the original on file in this office. 


D. PARKER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General 


Residence of the within officers when they were appointed cadets. 


Middleton, South Carolina. Brewer, Vermont. Lendrum, Alexandria, D. C. 
Dulany, Maryland. Berrier, New York. Rigal, New York. 

Sloo, Ohio. Cooper, do. Simonson, do. 

Griswold, do. Smith, do. Hill, Massachusetts. 
Monroe, Virginia. Cochrane, Washington city, Stubbs, Ohio. 

Brent, Maryland. Van Deventer, New York. Willard, Massachusetts. 
Wendall, New York. Johnson, do. Symington, Maryland. 
Washington, Maryland. Gano, Ohio. . 


Scott, Virginia. Forsyth, Georgia. 
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Brevet and former Remarks. 


commissions. 


Date of 


Names and Rank. | 
| appointment. 





Jacob Brown, major general, - - - 
Andrew Jackson, do. ~ . 
Alexander Macomb, brigadier general, —- - 


| Jan. 24, 1814, - - 
May 1, 
January 24, 


| Division of the north. 
- - Division of the south. 

September 11, 1814,| Detroit. 

Maj. Gen. brev. | 





Edmund P. Gaines, do. - - | March 9, August 15, 1814, Augusta, Georgia. 

Maj. Gen. brev. 
Winfield Scott, do. - - Do. July 25,1814, 

Maj. Gen. brev. 
Eleazer W. Ripley, do. - - | April 15, July 25, 1814, Boston. 

Maj. Gen. brev. al 
Daniel Parker, adjutant and inspector general, - | November 22, | Brig. Gen. brevet. 7 132 
Robert Butler, adjutant general, - . - | March 5, | Colonel brevet, -  Divis. of the sou. | ‘3 
Arthur P. Hayne, — do. - - - | April 12, _ Do. Divis. of the nor. 2 
Robert Swartout, quartermaster general, - - | March 21, 1813,! Brig. Gen. brevet. as Po 
S. Champlain, deputy quartermaster general, - | March 1, | Major brevet, - Divis. of the sou. | os 
Samuel Brown, do. - - - | March 26, Jo. - - Divis. of the nor. | +> 
William Linnard, deputy quartermaster, - - | April 12, Do. - - Divis. of the nor.J 2 

: — 


| 

a ” . . 7. . | 
N. B. Four brigade inspectors, and four brigade 
quartermasters, to be taken from the line. | 
| 


Ordnance Department. 


Decius Wardsworth, colonel, - - - 


Colonel brevet. 
(seorge Bomford, lieutenant colonel, - - 


| Lieut. Col. brevet, 
Dec. 22, 1814. 


July 2, 1812, 
Feb’y 9, 1815, 








fohn Morton, captain, - - - | Sept. 11, 1812, | Captain brevet. 
A. R. Woolley, do. . - - | December 4, Do. 
George Talcot, jun. do. - - - | August 5, 1813, Do. 
James Dalaby, do. - - - Do. Do. 
John H. Margart, do. - - - Do. Do. 
R. D. Richardson, do. - - - Do. Do. 
Thomas L. Campbell, do. . - - Do. Do. 
Edwin Tyler, do. . - - Do. Do. 

Rees, do. - - '. | Feb’y 16, 1814, Do. 
J. D. Hayden, do. - - - | May 17, 1815, | Brevet March 13, 

1813. 
M. I. Magee, Ist lieutenant, - - | August 14, 1812, Ce March 
17, 1814. 

William Wade, do. - - - | March 12, 1813,| Ist Lieut. brevet. 
Rufus L. Baker, do. - - - Do. Do. 
William C. Lyman, do. - “ - | April 19, Do. 
David T. Welsh, do. - April 30, Captain brevet. 
James Baker, do. - August 6, June 20, 1814. 
Neheni Baden, do. : - Do. ist Lieut. brevet. 
Christopher Keiser, do. - - Do. Do. 
Thomas L. Hawkins, do. - - Do. Do. 
J. Livingston, do. - - March 5, 1814, Do. 
James Hall, 2d lieutenant, - May 1, 2d Lieut. brevet. 
Thos. T. Stephenson, do. - - July 21, Do. 
J. C. De Hart, do. - - August 1, Do. 
James Wilson, do. - - December 26, Do. 
R. C. Pomeroy, do. - - Do. Do. 
Charles F. Morton, do. - - Do. Do. 
ASneas McKay, do. - - December 2, Do. 
J. W. Phillips, do. - - Do. Do. 
0. O. Bangs, do. - - Do. Do. 
James Elsinore, do. - - Do. Do. 
William F. Rigal, 3d lieutenant, - - March 2, 3d Lieut. brevet. 
James Simonson, do. - - Do. Do. 
John Hills, do. - - Do. Do. 
Simon Willard, do. - - March 2, 1815, Do. 
John Symington, do. - . Do. Do. 
W. E. Williams, do. - - December 2, Do. 
W. B. Davidson, do. - - Do. Do. 
W. H. Sass, do. - - Do. Do. 
James Howard, do. - - Do. Do. 


Medical Departmen’. 


David C. Kerr, 


hospital surgeon 


April 30, 1812. 


Samuel Shaw, do. - - April 6, 1813. 

Benjamin Waterhouse, do. - - June 29. 

Tobias Watkins, do. - - March 30, 1814, - - Provisionally retained. 
James C. Bronaugh, do. - - April 15. 

Joseph Lovell, do. - - June 30. 


James Stevenson, hospital surgeon’s mate, 


William H. Buckner, do. - . July 6. 

Edward Purcell, do. - - May 2, 1813. 
William W. Hazard, do. . : May 14. 

Joseph Wallace, do. - - July 15. 
William Williams, do. - - August 1. 
William Stewart. | do. : - March 30, 1814. 





May 27, 1812. 
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William Marshall, hospital surgeon’s mate, 


Joseph Eaton, do. ° 
Robert Archer, do. « 
Hugh F. Rose, do. - 
James Trimble, do. ° 
Thomas Russell, do. - 
Tobias P. Cambridge, do. - 


Isaac Foot, do. 
Foster Swift, garrison surgeon, - 
James H. M’Culloch, do. - 
John F. Heilman, garrison surgeon’s mate, 


George W. Maupin, 0. - 
Joseph Goodhue, do. - 
Abraham Stewart, do. - 
James H. Sargent, do. - 
Charles Slocum, do. - 
Lemuel! B. Clark, do. ° 
William T. Davidson, do. - 
Cornelius Cunningham, do. - 
Jonathan S. Cool, do. - 
William Ballard, do. ° 
Alexander Wolcott, do. - 
William Turner, do. - 
John H. Sackett, do. ° 
William M. Scott, do. - 
John Trevett, do. . 
P. Macauley, do. ° 
Solomon Wolcott, do. - 
Arnold Elzy, do. - 
W.C. Lane, do. ° 


Apothecary’s department. 
Francis Le Baron, apothecary general, - 
Christopher Backus, assistant apothecary, 
James. Cutbush, do. - 


Judge Advocates. 


James T. Dent, - : . 
Henry Wheaton, - - ° . 


Chaplains. 


Robert Elliott, : . ‘ ‘ 
C. Tarrant, - - P . 


Pay department. 


Robert Brent, paymaster of the army, - 
Washington Lee, deputy paymaster general, 


Jonathan Bell, assistant deputy do. 
Ambrose Whitlock, deputy paymaster general, 


Thomas Hempstead, assistant deputy do. 
Purchasing department. 


Callender Irvine, commissary general, - 
John M’Kinney, deputy commissary, - 


Darby Noon, do. 

Robert Irvine, assistant commissary, - 
James E. Herron, do. - 
Maurice Prevost, do. . 
Joseph W. Pinder, do. - 
Edwin Starke, do. - 


William Carson, do. - 
Archibald Steel, military store-keeper, —- 


Samuel Devans, do. - 
Lynott Bloodgood, do. 
John Fellows, do. - 
Jonathan Snowden, do. - 
Thomas Martin, do. - 
Robert Wilson, do. - 
John Chaffee, do. - 
Lioyd Beall, do. - 
Thomas B. Rutter, do. - 
James Gibson, do. - 
George Hackett, do. ° 
Samuel Lane, do. . 


Augustus H. Putman, do. . 


- | March 30, 1814. 
- | April 15. 

- | May 13. 

- | May 21. 

- | July 17. 

- | July 21. 

- | September 12. 
- | November 22. 

- | February 18, 

- | July 17, 

- | June 2, 1802, 

- | November 5, 

- | Feb. 8, 1803, 

- | March 6, 1806, 
- Do. 

- | March 25, 1807, 
- | January 4, 1808, 
- | June 13, 

- | Oct. 15, 1810, 
- | Feb. 8, 1811, 

~- | March 24, 1812, 
- | March 25, 

- September 29, 

- | March 22, 1813, 
- | April, 8, 1814, 





- Do. 
- Do. 
. Do. 
- | April 15, 


- | September 15, 


- | June 11, 1813, 
- | August 12, 1814, 
- Do. 


- | July 19, 1813, 
- | August 6, 


- | May 20, 1813, 
- | Dec. 10, 1814, 


- | July 1, 1808, 
April 13, 1813, 


‘ 


- | August 1, 1814, 
May 17, 1815, 


- | June 15, 1814, 


- | August 8, 1812, 














Provisionally retained 
Do. do. 
Do. Fort Mifflin. 
Do. Norfolk. 

Do. Portsmoutii. 
Do. St. Louis. 
Do. Boston. 

Do. Natchitoches. 
Do. Norfolk. 

Do. Fort Stoddert. 
Do. New London. 
Do. Fort Osage. 
Do. Castine. 

Do. New York. 
Do. New — 
Do. New Yo 

Do. Detroit. 

Provisionally retained. 

Dv. Fort Washing- 
ton. 

Do. Charleston. 

Do. Washington. 

Do. Vincennes. 


Provisionally retained. 
Southern divi ision. 
Northern division. 


Southern d ivision. 
Northern division. 


Northern division. 
Southern division 


Northern division. 
provisionally ret’d 
Do. do. 
Southern division, 
provisionally ret‘d. 
Do. do. 


Philadelphia. 
Southern division. 
Northern division. 
Detroit. 
Brownsville, N. } 
New Orleans. 
Savannah. 
Nortolk. 

St. Louis. 
Philadelphia. 
Boston. 

Albany. 

New York. 

West Point. 
Newport, Ky. 
Charleston, S. C. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Harper’ s Ferry, Va. 
Baltimore. 
Pittsburg. 
Carlisle. 
Washington. 
Savannah. 
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Military Academy. 


Senior officer of engineers, superintendent military 
academy. ; 
Jared Mansfield, professor of natural and experi- 

mental philosophy, - - - - 
D. B. Douglass, assistant do. 
Andrew Ellicott, professor of mathematics, - 
J. Wright, assistant do. 
Alden Partridge, professor art of engineering, - 
William Evilyth, assistant do. 
Samuel Walsh, surgeon, —- _- - : 
Adam Empie, chaplain and professor of ethics. 
Claudius Beraud, teacher of French language, - 
C. E. Zoeller, teacher of drawing. 
Pere Thomas, sword-master. 





Oct. 7, 1812. | 

Sept. 1, 1813. 
Do. 

August 9, 1813. 


Jan. 





3, 1815. 


Lineal rank of Regiments and Corps. 


COLONELS. | 


1 artillery, brig. general brevet. 
rifle, brigadier general brevet. 
2 infantry. 
3 infantry. 
engineer, brig. general brevet. 
1 infantry, brig. general brevet. 
4 infantry. 
5 infantry, brig. general brevet. 
6 infantry. 
8 infantry. 
7 infantry. 


Moses Porter, 
Thomas A. Smith, 
Hugh Brady, 
John Miller, _ 
Joseph G. Swift, 
Daniel Bissell, 
William King, 
James Miller, 
Henry Atkinson, 
R. C. Nicholas, 
James M’Donald, 


LIEUTENANT COLONELS. 





John R. Fenwick, 
David Brearly, 
W. K. Armistead, 
George E. Mitchell, 
James House, 
—_ L. Smith, 

i 


1 artillery, colonel brevet. 

7 infantry, colonel brevet. 
engineers. 
artillery, colonel brevet. 
artillery. 

5 infantry. 


Wiiliam Lindsay, artillery. 
Duncan I.. Clinch, 4 infantry. | 
William S. Hamilton, rifle. ’ 


1 infantry, brevet. 

6 infantry. 

3 infantry. 

2 infantry. 
artillery. 

8 infantry brevet. 


George Croghan, 

J. Snelling, 

Matthew Arbuckle, 
Ninian Pinkney, 
William M’Rea, 
William A. Trimble, 


Mayors. 


1 artillery, lieut. col. brevet. 
engineers, lieut. col. brevet. 
engineers, colonel brevet. 
artillery, lieut. col. brevet. 

1 infantry, colonel brevet. 

6 infantry lieut. col. brevet. 
artillery. 

artillery, colonel brevet. 

3 infantry, lieut. col. brevet. 
artillery. 

2 infantry, col. brevet. 

5 infantry, colonel brevet. 
rifle. lieutenant col. brevet. 
7 infantry, colonel brevet. 

8 infantry, lieut. col. brevet. 
4 infantry, colonel brevet. 


Abraham Eustis, 
George Bomford, 
William M’Ree, 
George Armistead, 
Thomas S. Jesup, 
John E. Wool, 
James B. Many, 

J. Hindman, 
Charles K. Gardiner, 
James Bankhead, 
Henry Leavenworth, 
J. M’Neal, jun. 

‘TT’. Chambers, 
Daniel Appling, 
William enn 
George M. Brooke, 


CapTaAIns. 


Charles Woolstoncraft, artillery, major brevet. 
John B. Walback, artillery, lieut. col. brevet. 


Moses Sweet, artillery. 

Charles Gratiot, engineers. 

William Wilson, artillery. 

John Nicks, 8 infantry, major brevet. 
Enoch Humphreys, artillery, major brevet. 
Uriah Blue, 8 infantry, major brevet. 


7 infantry, major brevet. 





John Machesney, i 
Gad Humphreys. 6 infantry, major brevet. 
$0 


m 


Richard Whartenby, 
Alden Partridge, 

E. Cutler, 

P. Muhlenburg, 
James Dinkins, 
Alexander Cummings, 
James Dorman, 
Daniel Baker, 
James Reed, 

Angus M‘Dowell, 
W. Morgan, 

F. W. Armstrong, 
Isaac D. Barnard, 
Angus L. Langham, 
Robert Gray, 

J. B. Crane, 

R. Jones, 

James H. Boyle, 
Alexander S. Brooks, 
Nathan Towson, 

S. B. Archer, 
Saunders Donoho, 
Thomas Biddle, jun. 
John Sproull, 

Josiah H. Vose, 
William Bradford, 
Samuel D. Harris, 
John A. Burd, 
Joseph Selden, 
Turner Crooker, 

J. T. B. Romayne, 
David E. Twiggs, 
Alexander Gray, 
Thomas Sangster, 
White Youngs, 
William Taylor, 
William J. Adair, 
William O. Allen, 
John T. Chunn, 


. A. L. Madison, 


J. G. Totten, 
Thomas Stockton, 
C. Larrabee, 

S. Babcock, 
William Davenport, 
Thomas Ramsey, 
William Whistler, 
A. W. Thornton, 
Thomas Murry, 
William Gates, 

A. C. W. Fanning, 
John M. O’Conner, 
William 8S. Foster, 
S. Burbank, 
Stephen W. Kearney, 
J. L. Baker, 

W. O. Butler, 

J. Roach, jun. 
Thomas M. 
Peter B. Van Beuren, 
J. F. Heileman, 
George Bender, 
John Bliss, 

Hopley Yeaton, 
James H. Hook, 


Read, jun. 





6 infantry, major brevet.. 
engineers. 

4 infantry, major brevet. 
4 infantry, major brevet. 
4 infantry, major brevet. 
4 infantry. 
8 infantry, major brevet. 
3 infantry, major brevet. 
artillery. 

1 artillery. 
rifle, major brevet. 

7 infantry, major brevet. 
4 infantry, major brevet. 
7 infantry, major brevet. 
2 infantry, major brevet. 
artillery, major brevet. 
artillery, lieut. col. brevet. 
artillery, major brevet. 
artillery, major brevet, 

1 artillery, lieut. col. brevet. 
artillery, major brevet. 
artillery. 

artillery, major brevet. 

2 infantry, major brevet. 
5 infantry, major brevet. 
rifle major brevet. 

1 artillery, lieut col. brevet. 
4 infantry, major brevet. 
rifle, lieut. col. brevet. 

6 infantry, major brevet. 
artillery. 

7 infantry, major brevet. 
1 infantry. 

4 infantry. 

8 infantry, major brevet- 
4 infantry. 

3 infantry. 

artillery. 

3 infantry, major brevet. 
4 infantry. 

engineers, lieut. col. brevet. 
6 infantry, major brevet. 
3 infantry, major brevet. 
engineers. 

8 infantry. 

rifle. 

3 infantry. 

1 artillery. 

artillery. 

artillery. 

artillery, major brevet. 
artillery. 

6 infantry, major brevet. 
5 infantry, major brevet. 
2 infantry. 

1 infantry, major brevet. 
1 infantry, major brevet- 
artillery. 

6 infantry. 

2 infantry. 

artillery. 

5 infantry. 

6 infantry. 

artillery. 

4 infantry. 
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George Stockton, 3 infantry. W. Martin, rifle. 
Wilhs Foulk, 8 infavtry. Benjamin Birdsall, rifle, major brevet. 
Thomas Bennett, artillery. John O. Fallon, rifle. 
Robert G. Hite, artillery. Henry Shell, 2 infantry. 
M. Marston, 5 infantry, major brevet. Hi. Bradley,” 3 infantry. 
John Jones, 1 infantry. L.. Austin, 8 infantry, major brevet 
G. H. Manigault, 1 artillery. G. H. Grosvenor, 3 infantry. 
R. H. Bell. 7 infantry. Elijah Montgomery, 7 ; infantry, major brevet. 
S. Churchill, artillery. Alexander R. Thompson, 2 infantry. 
Benjamin Watson, 6 infantry, major brevet. Edmund Ship, rifle. 
George M‘Glassin, 6 infantry, major brevet. William Christian, . infantry. 
A Brownlow, 8 infantry. J. Fowle, jun. 5 infantry. 
Daniel Ketchum, 6 infantry, major brevet. J. S. Allison, 7 infantry. 
B. kK. Pierce, artillery. G. D. Smith, 2 infantry, major brevet 
Armstrong Irvine, 1 artillery. Lewis Bissell, 8 infantry. 
John Biddle, artillery. H. H. Villard, artillery. 
H. Chotard, 1 infantry, major brevet. John Reed, 1 infantry, major brevet. 
Sylv. Thayer, engineers, major brevet. KE. Childs, 5 infantry. 
W. L. Foster, 5 infantry. W.L. Dufphey; rifle. 
Francis Stribling, 1 artillery. W.J. Worth, 2 infantry, major brevet 
George Vashon, 7 infantry. Henry Whiting, 2 infantry. 
John 8. Peyton, 1 artillery. H. J. Blake, artillery. 
H. K. Craig, 1 artillery. David Perry, 5 infantry. 
M. M. Quackenbos, 8 infantry. William Cutbush, engineers. 
William Laval, 1 infantry, major brevet. John Green, 3 infantry. 
George P. Peters, artillery. James Pratt, 5 infantry. 
J. Robertson, 7 infantry. N. N. Hall, artillery. 
Peter Pelham, 5 infantry. Newman 8. Clarke, : infantry. 
Anatole Peychaud, 1 infantry. John R. Bell, 1 artillery. 
Ferd. L. Amelung, 1 infantry. William M‘Donald, 3 infantry, major brevet 
Abner P. Spencer, 2 infantry. M. P. Lomax, artillery. 
Joseph Kean, rifle. 
Corps of Engineers. | Regiment of Light rtillery—Continued. 
Names and rank. Brevets and former commissions. Names and rank. Brevets and former commissions 
_— | 
| 
COLONEL. LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 


‘pe nek ac 2 5 ‘ . y R- en ts . 
Jos. G. Swift, July 31, 1812.| Br.Gen.brev. Feb. 19,1814,| 2° B- Fenwick, Dec. 2, 1811 Col. staff’ & brev. Mar. 18, 


1813, 
MAJORS. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. | 
, F ‘ A. Eustis, Mar. 5, 1810. P ey. Se 319. 
Walker K. Armistead, July | , . Lit. col. brev. Sep. 10, 1812 
24, 1812. niiiaimehcai 
, CAPTAINS. 
MAJORS. A. M‘Dowell, Apr. 1, 1812. 
: N. Towson, July 6, Lt. col. brev. Aug. 15, 1814 
Geo. Bomford, July 6, 1812.) Lt. col. brev. Dec. 22, 1814.) S. D. Harris, * Lt. col. brev. July 25, * 
William M*Ree, ** 31, Col. brev. Aug. 15, ** Arthur W. Thornton, 
Jan. 20, 1813. 
CAPTAINS. Gabriel H. Manigault, 
— Aug. 1, 1813, Maj. staff, Sept. 9, 1815 
C. Gratiot, Feb. 23, 1808. Arms. Irvine, Oct. 1, 1813, 


A, Partridge, July 23, 1810,) Professor militaryacademy.} Fras. Stribling, Nov. 1. 
J. G. Totten, ** 31, 1812. | Lt. col. brev. Sep. 11, 1814.| J. S. Peyton, Dec. 15. 

S. Babcock, Sept. 20. H. K. Craig, Dec 23. 

S. Thayer, October 13, 1813.) Maj. brev. Feb. 20, 1815. | J. R. Bell, Oct. 10, 1814. Col. staff, Oct. 28, 1814 
W. Cutbush, Sept. 7, 1814. 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
W. F. Hobart, fes.s 1813.) Maj. staff, July 27, 1814. 
E. de Russey, July 6, 1812.] Capt. brev. Sept. 11, 1814.) G. N. Morris, Oct. 2 





Fred. Lewis, Sept. 20, J. H. Wilkins, Dec. 
J. Gadsden, March 17, 1813. John Gates, jun. * 
T. W. Maurice, Oct. 13. N. Freeland, Feb. 21, 1814. 
H. Dumas, Feb. 20, 1814. T. Lamar, March 11. 
D. B. Douglas, S$ ept. 17, Capt. brev. Sept. 17, 1814.) W. Lyman, June 10. 
J. F. Ross, July 20. 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS. S. M. Mackay, Oct, 10. Aid to Maj. Gen. Brown 
Fred. Kinloch, ‘* 10. 
G. Trescott, Oct. 16, 1813, | Ist It. brev. Sept. 11, 1814. 
J. L. Smith, * SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
H. C. Story, Mar. 11, 1814,} 1st It. brev. Sept. 17, 1814. 
John Wright, ** 30, G. E. Wells, Oct. 2, 1813, 
S. H. Long, Dec. 12, 1814, EK. Lyon, “* 93. 
H. Middleton, Mar. 2, 1815. S. Washburn, Dec. 13. 
H. Stanton, Mar. 7, 1814. | Capt. staff, July 12, 1813. 
Regiment of Light Artillery. G. Drane, > i 
W. Smith, May 
COLONEL. 'H. F. Evans, June 2 


_R. F. Massie, Aug. 31. 
M. Porter. Mar. 12, 1812, Br. Gen. brey. Sep. 10, J. Irvine, ‘Sept. 19. 
| 1813, W. Wells, Oct. 10. 
































1816.] 


ARMY REGISTER FOR is16. 


o> 
Fs) 
—_— 











ARMY REGISTER—Continued. 











Names and rank. 


Brevets and former commissions. 





SURGEON. 
L. Dunham, Dec. 12, 1808, 
SURGEON’S MATE. 


W. H. Livingston, July 26, 
1814, 





Corps of Artillery. 


LIEUTENANT COLONELS. 


G. E. Mitchell, Mar. 3, 1813, 
James House, do. 

Wm. Lindsay, March 12. 
Wm. Macrea, Apr. 19,1814. 


MAJORS. 


G. Armistead, Mar. 3, 1813, 
Jas. B. Many, May 5. 
J. Hindman, June 26, 
J. Bankhead, Aug. 15, 


CAPTAINS. 


Chs. Wollstoncraft, March 
15, 1805, 

J. B.Walbach, Jan. 31, 1806, 

Moses Swett, June 30, 1807. 

Wm. Wilson, May 3, 1808. 

FE. Humphreys, Jan. 9, 1809, 

Jas. Reed, March 12, 1812. 

J. B. Crane, July 6, 

Roger Jones, do. 

J. H. Boyle, do. 

A. 8S. Brooks, do. 

S. B. Archer, do. 

S. Donoho, do. 

Th. Biddle, jr. do. 

J.T. B. Romayne, do. 

Wm. O. Allen, do. 

Th. Murray, Feb. 10, 1813. 

Wm. Gates, March 3. 

A.C. W. Fanning, Mar. 13, 

J. M. O’Conner, do. 

!. Roach, jr. April 13. 

J. F. Hieleman, May 5. 

H. Yeaton, May 20. 

Th. Bennet, June 20. 

Robt. G. Hite, June 26, 

Ss. Churchill, August 15, 

B. k. Pierce, October 1. 

John Biddle, do. 

G. P. Peters, Feb. 21, 1814, 

H. H. Villard, July 14. 

H. J. Blake, September 1. 

Nath’l N. Hall, Sept. 30, 

M. P. Lomax, November 17. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


Milo Mason, Feb. 29, 
C. Vandeventer, Mar. 12, 
J. L. Tracy, March 6. 
John Farley, do. 
Wm. M. Read, do. 


1812, 


Harold Smyth, do. 
L.. Brown, do. 
Luther Scott, do. 
R. R. Ruflin, do. 
J. H. Daring, do 


J. Erving, jr. August 16, 

A. L. Sands, Feb. 10, 1813. 
T. J. Beall, March 3, 

Rd. A. Zantzinger, Mar. 13, 


W. R. Duncan, do. 
Chester Root, do. 
T. Randall, do. 


J. L. Edwards, March 28. 
Gus. Loomis, May 5, 

P. D. Spencer, May 13, 
J. Mountfort, May 20, 





Col. brevet, May 5, 1814. 


Lt. Col. brev. Sep. 12, 1814. 


Col. brev. May 17, 1815. 
Col. staff, Sept. 9, 1813. 


Major brev. Mar. 15, 1815. 
Lt. Col. br. May 


17, 1815: 


Dec. 


Major brev. Nov. 
Lt. Col. br. Sept. 
Major brev. May 


Major brev. 28, 1814. 
13, 1813. 
17, 1814. 
5, 1814. 


Do. Sept. 11, 1814. 
Do. April 27, 1815. 
Do. Aug. 15, 1814, 


Major staff, Febr. 11, 1815. 


Major brev. Aug. 15, 1814. 


Major staff, June 20, 1814. 


Do. Aug. 6, 1813. 
Do. Aug. 29, 1813. 
Do. do. 
Do. April 25, 1814, 
Do. March 3, 1814. 


Aid to Brig. Gen. Porter. 
Major staff, Mar. 20, 1813. 


Capt. brev. Sept. 11, 1814. 


Do. — Feb. 20, 1815. 


Major staff, April 1, 1813. 


Capt. brev. Mar. 17, 1814. 


Do. Aug. 15, 1814, 
Do. Sept. 11, 1814, 


Aid to Maj. Gen. Macomb. 
Capt. brev. Dec. 1, 1814. 


Capt. staff, April 19, 1813. 
Major staff, Oct. 17, 1814. 
Capt. brev. Sept. 11, 1814. 


Names and rank. 


Brevetsand former commissions. 





F. Whiting, June 20, 1813. 


| Edwin Sharpe, June 26, 
| G. Dearborn, October 1, 


Felix Ansart, do. 
William King, do. 
Th. C. Legate, October 29. 


| Nat. Clarke, May 1, 1814, 


S. Spotts, May 22. 
L. Whiting, June 14. 
Lewis Morgan, Nov. 17. 


'W.H. Nicoll, Nov. 22. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
Adrian Neil, July 6, 1812, 
J. W. Kincaid, do. 
Robert Goode, — do. 
Francis O. Byrd, do. 
Thos. Reynolds, do. 
'J.W. Lent, jr. Mar. 12, 1813, 
Jos. Bosque, April 12. 

C. D. Cooper, April 16. 

J. P. Prince, do. 
Richard Bache, April 17, 
P. I. Neville, April 20. 
| M.S. Massey, May 13. 

C. Anthony, May 20, 

W. M°Clintock, June 20. 
L. H. Osgood, do. 

J. Henderson, June 26. 

P. Melendy, June 29. 

Jas. D. Brown, August 15. 
R. M. Kirby, October 1, 


H. M. Campbell, October 12, 
Robert Beall, November 14. 
John A. Dix, March 1, 1814. 
S. W. Gordon, March 11, 
| R. Lyman, do. 
I. L. Gardner, March 28. 
‘T. L. Harrison, March 19. 
1. Watmaugh, do. 


G. W. Gardiner, May 1. 


C.S. Merchant, do. 
Nathl.G. Dana, do. 
John Monroe, do. 
J. S. Allanson, do. 
L.G. De Russy, do. 
Thomas Childs, do. 
Jac. Schmucke, = do. 
Thos. V.Earle, do. 
Charles Mellon, do. 
George H. Britt, do. 
John 8. Pierce, do. 
Allen Lowd, do. 


G. S. Wilkins, May 3. 
P. A. Dennis, May 20. 
J. Ripley, June 1. 

F. G. de Lamos, July 7. 
Isaac E. Craig, July 21. 
C. M. Thruston, do. 
H. W. Fitzhugh, do. 


Jacob Davis, do. 
E. Humphrey, do. 
S. Whetmore, do 


D. S. Andrews, July 22. 
N. G. Wilkinson, do. 
Tim. Green, jr. July 25. 
William G. Shade, Aug. 
Elis. Brimhall, Sept. 1, 
H. H. Minton, Sept. 12. 
A. €. Towler, Sept. 30. 
J.S. Abeel, October 1, 
James Archer, do. 
W.S. Willard, do. 
James Gigniliat, October 11. 
M. F. de Graffenreidt, Nov. 
26, 1804. 


31, 


rHIRD LIEUTENANTS. 


R. H. Lee, March 17, 1814, 
Rice L. Stuart, Juiy 15, 








W. L. Booth, July 21. 


Adjutant. 


Ist Lieut. br. July 6, 1812. 


Do. Feb. 20, 1815. 

Do. Mar. 13, 1813. 

Do. — Apr. 17, 1813. 
Adjutant. 


Capt. brev. Sept. 17, 1814, 
Aid to Maj. Gen. Ripley. 
Capt. brev. July 25, 1814. 


Ist Lieu. br. Mar. 11, 1814. 


ist Lieu. br. Aug. 15, 1814. 
Aid to Maj. Gen. Gaines. 


Ist Lieu. br. July 25, 1814. 


At ord. 


Ist Lieu. br. Sept. 1, 1814. 


Do. Oct 1, 1814. 


Do. Sept. 17, 1814, 
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Names and rank. |Brevetsand former commissions 











Names and rank. Brevetsand former — 
T. J. Baird, July 21, 1814. SURGEON’S MATES. 
J. Parkhurst, do. 
R.L. Armstrong, do. W.S. Madison, Dec. 12, 
James Badolet, do. 1812. 
G. W. Gardner, do. C.G. Gerrard, Mar. 11,1814. 
B.S. A. Lowe, do. 
T.R. Broome, do. | Second Regiment of Infantry. 
Pat. Galt, September 16. 
Upt. S. Frazer, October 1. COLONEL. 
N. G. Pendleton, Nov. 22, | Aid to Maj. Gen. Gaines. 
B. H. Rutledge, Dec. 12. Hugh Brady, July 6, 1812. 


John R. Sloo, Mar. 2, 1815. 


Henry Griswold, do. LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 


James Monroe, do. Ninian Pinckney, April 15, 

Robert C. Brent, do. 1814, Col. staff, Dec. 1, 1814, 

Abr. Wendell, do. 

G. A. Washington, do. MAJOR. 

Robert J. Scott, do. 

Alonzo Brewer, do. Henry Leavenworth, Aug. 

F. N. Berrier, do. 16, 1813, Col. brvt. July 25, 1814. 

George Cooper, do. 

Henry Smith, do. CAPTAINS. 

A. F. Cochrane, do. 

Milo Johnson, do. Robt. Gray, July 6, 1812, | Maj. brvt. Aug. 15, 1813. 
John Sproul, & Maj. brvt. July 25, 1814. 


Aaron G. Gano, do. 


Robt. M. Forsyth, do. Stephen W. Kearney, April 








Thos. W. Lendrum, do. 1, 1813. 
Henry R. Dulany, do. Peter B. Van Beuren, April 
30, 1813. 
First Regiment of Infantry. Abner P. Spencer, March 
14, 1814. 


Henry Shell, March 21. 
Alex. R. Thompson, May 1, 
Dan. Bissel, Aug. 15, 1812, | Br. Gen. br. Mar. 9, 1814, |} | 1814. ; 
G. D. Smith. June 30, Maj. brvt. July 25, 1814. 
W.J. Worth, Aug. 19, Major brvt. do. 
Henry Whiting, Sept. 1. 


COLONEL. 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 


Geo. Croghan, Feb. 21, 1814,) Brevet, August 2, 1813. 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


Chas. J. Nourse, May 7, Maj. staff, Sept. 14, 1814, 

1812, Capt. brvt. Aug. 15, 1813. 
W. Browning, Oct. 15, 1813,] Capt. brvt. Oct. 31, 1814. 
Wm. Hoffman, Nov. 11. 


MAJOR. 


Th. S. Jesup, April 6, 1813, | Col. brevet, July 25, 1814. 


CAPTAINS. 
B. A. Boynton, Nov. 25. 
Alex. Gray, July 6, 1812. Owen Ransom, April 19, 
i. L. Baker, April 5, 1813, | Major brev. Dec. 23, 1814. 1814. ; 
Wm. 0. Butler, do. Do. do. John Kirby, May 19, Adjutant. 
John Jones, July 29. Jas. Young, June 30. 
Henry Chotard, October 9, | Major staff, Oct. 17, 1814. | Wm. G. Belknap, Aug. 19, 
Major brev. Dec. 23, 1814, 1814. 
Wm. Laval, Feb. 15, 1814,| Major brev. Nov. 7, 1814, || S. B. Griswold, Sept. 1. 
Anatole Peychaud, Mar. 11. Walter Bicker, Jr. do. 
Ferd. L. Amelung, do. . 
Wn. Christian, May 31. SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
John Reed, July 15, Do. Dec. 23, 1814. 
John G. Munn, March 13, 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 1813, Ist It. brvt. Aug. 15, 1813 
Jas. Palmer, Dec. 20, Ist It. brvt. Aug. 5, 1814. 
Nat. Smith, July 29, 1813. John Wood, May 1, 1814, 
S. Farrow, Jr. Aug. 1. Joseph Hopkins, May 2. 
Jac. Whistler, Aug. 15. W. Kendall, June 16, 1814) Ist It. brvt. Jan. 1, 1815. 
Jn. C. Kouns, Feb. 20, 1814. R. M. Harrison, June 30. 
J. P. Thibault, March 11. Elisha Clark, July 25. 
Wm. Gibbs, do. Capt. brevet Dec. 23, 1814.|] Seth Johnson, Aug. 20. 
John Tarrant, April 15. Joshua Brant, Oct. 1. 
A. Donoho, April 15. John Clitz, October 19, Ist It. brvt. Sept. 17, 1814. 
Henry Saunders, July 14. 
Richd. K. Call, July 15, Capt. brevet, Nov. 7, 1814. SURGEON. 


Franklin Bache. 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS,. 
SURGEON’S MATES. 
Geo. Watts, Aug. 1, 1813 Ist It. brevt. 5 4. eee 4 
Robi. L. Coombe Aug. 4.” saiiadieitaiaiaada hee S. H. Littlejohn, April 3, 


i} 





he R. B. Hyde, Feb. 18, 1814. _ 
i Geo. W. Boyd, March 9. Josiah Everett, July 21. 
if W. Christie, lo. , ; 
: Chas. Can ~% May 1 ° Third Regiment of Infantry. 
Trueman Cross, do. 5 
Sam. Houston, May 20. COLONEL. | 
T.C. Hindman, do. John Miller, July 6, 1812. 


Robt. Davis. June 30. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 


— Matthew Arbuckle, March) 
Edw. Scull, Aprii ®, 1814. 9, 1814. 
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Names and rank. 





Brevetsand former commissions 


Names and rank. 


Brevets and former commissions. 





MAJOR. 


Charles K. Gardiner, June 
26, 1813, 


CAPTAINS. 


Dan. Baker, March 12, 1812, 

Wn. J. Adair, ow | 6. 

John T. Chunn, do. 

Chas. Larrabee, Sept. 12, 

W. Whistler, Dec. 31, 1812. 

G. Stockton, May 20, 1813. 

Hez. Bradley, April 19, 
1814, 

G. H. Grosvenor, April 21. 

John Green, Sept. 25. 

Wm. M’Donald, Nov. 11, 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


James Hackley, Jr. March 
13, 1813. 

T. Mountjoy, March 13. 

John Garland, March 31. 

‘has. L. Cass, May 20. 

Rt. Sturgus, March 9, 1814. 

Dan. Curtis, April 15. 

Henry Conway, April 19. 

Lawrence Talliaferro, June 
30, 1814. 

Yurley F. Thomas, do. - 

Collin M’Claud,. Aug. 4. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


Ash. Philips, May 20, 1813. 

Jon. B. Clarke, Apr. 9, 1814. 

Ed. E. Brooks. May i, 

Sma. Keeler, Jr. June 7. 

Jas. Dean, June 28. 

Raimey G. Saunders, July 
14, 1814, 

Cy. Saunders, July 14. 

Hillary Brunot, July 22. 

Gab. J. Floyd, Oct 1. 

J. Beckwith, Dec, 1. 


SURGEON. 


A. G. Goodlet, Feb. 10, 
1812. 


SURGEON’S MATES. 


John Gale, July 9, 1812. 





Alf. Foster, April 15, 1814. 


Col. staff, April 12, 1814. 


Major brvt. April 15, 1814. 


Major brvt. Aug. 15, do. 
Major brvt. Aug. 9, 1812. 


Major brvt. July 25, 1814. 


Fourth Regiment of Infantry. 


COLONEL. 
Wm. King, Feb. 21, 1814, 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 


Duncan L. Clinch, Aug. 4, 
1813. 


MAJOR. 
G. M. Brooks, May 1, 1814, 
CAPTAINS. 
Enoch Cutler, Sept. 3, 1810, 
P. Muhlenburg, Oct. 1, 
Jas. Dinkins, Feb. 6, 1811, 


A. Cummings, Nov. 1. 
J. D. Barnard, July 6, 1812, 





John A. Burd, — do. 
Th. Sangster, do. 
Wm. Taylor, do. 
A. L. Madison, do. 


Jas. H. Hook, July 13. 


Col. staff, July 18, 1813, 


Col. brevet, Sept. 17, 1814.| G 


Major staff, Mar. 18, 1813. 
brevet, May 1, 1814.| 


Major brevet May 1, do. 
Major brevt. May 15, do. 


Major brevt. June 26, 1813. 
Major brevt. Oct. 31, 1814. 











FIRST LIEUTENANTS., 


Kenneth M’Kenzie, July 6, 
1812, 

F. S. Belton, Jan. 20, 1813, 

Mm. Neilson, June 7. 

Oth. W. Callis, June 26. 

Dan. Sacket, Nov. 11. 

Wn. P. Pendleton, May 30, 
1814, 

J. M’Gavock, Jr. June 24, 
1814. 

Jas. H. Gale, June 29. 

J. M. Glassell, July 12, 

E. B. Randolph, Dec. 31, 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


Bev. Turpin, July 6, 1812, 

F. H. Lissenhoff, Aug. 1, 
1813. 

John Strother, Nov 20. 

F. L. Dade, Jan. 31, 1814, 

Philip Wager, March 17. 

J. Shommo, March 24. 

C. Wright, April 19. 

Henry Wilson, do. 

J. P. Dieterich, June 14, 

R. M. Sands, July 9, 


SURGEON. 
M. C. Buck, July 2, 1813. 
SURGEON’S MATES. 


J. B. Hill, July 6, 1812. 
R. C. Lane, March 11, 1814. 





Capt. brevt. July 6, 1812. 
Major staff, Oct. 18, 1814. 


Adjutant. 
Ist It. brevt. July 25, 1814. 


Ist. lt. brevt. July 6, 1812, 


Ist. It. brevt. Feb. 5, 1815. 
Quartermaster. 


Fifth Regiment of Infantry. 


COLONEL. 
Jas. Miller, March 9, 1814, 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 
Jos. L. Smith, Mar. 12, 1813. 
MAJOR. 
J. M’Neal, Jr. Aug. 15, 1813, 
CAPTAINS. 


J. H. Vose, July 6, 1812. 
S. Burbank, Mar. 13, 1813. 
Geo. Bender, May 13, 

M. Marston, June 26. 

W. L. Foster, Oct. 15. 

P. Pelham, Feb. 28, 1814. 
J. Fowle, jun. June 10. 

E. Childs, July 20. 

David Perry, Sept. 1. 
James Pratt, “ 30. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


H. Whiting, Aug. 20, 1811, 
G. Gooding, Feb. 15, 1812, 
I. Plymton, July 31, 1813. 

. W. Hovey, Aug. 15. 

J. Cilley, March 7, 1814, 
Otis Fisher, July 20. 

Jos. Gleason, ** 25, 

J. W. Holding, 31, 

B. F. Larned, Aug. 4, 

I. Clark, Jr. Sept. 1. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


S. Butterfield, Jan. 3, 1812, 
N. Clark, May 19, 1813. 
Edm. Kirby, July 31, 1813, 
Sam. Keeler, Jan. 31, 1814. 
T. Hunt, March 19. 





Brig. Gen. brevet July 25, 
1814, 


Col. brevet, July 25, 1814. 


Maj. brevt. Aug. 4, 1814. 
Maj. brevt. July 25, 1814. 
Ma). brevt. Aug. 15, 1814. 


Capt. brevt. Mar. 17, 1814. 
Capt. brevt. June 15, 1814. 
Capt. brevt. July 25, 1814. 
Capt. brevt. Aug. 15, 1814. 


Capt. brevt. July 25, 1814. 
Capt. brevt. Aug. 15, 1814, 


Ist It. brevt. Feb. 21, 1814. 
Adjutant. 
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J. Craig, June 23, 1814, MAJOR. 

G. H. Belding, July 95, * 

A. B. Dake, Sept. 13, ** D. Appling, April 15, 1814.| Col. brevt. Sept. 11, 1814. 
' 4 R. Green, Oct. 1 ve 
* . Blake, 31,“ Quartermaster. CAPTAINS. 
h SURGEON. J. Machesney, June 19, 1809,) Maj. brevt. Mar. 21, 1814. 
ij R. Whartenby, May 3,1810,) Maj. brevt. May 1, isi4, 
f S. Day, March 13, 1813, F. W. Armstrong, July 6, 
i 1812, Maj. brevt. June 26, 1813. 
i) SURGEON’S MATES. A. L. Langham, July 6, 1812,| Maj. brevt. Aug. 15, 1813. 
is D. E. Uwiggs, Maj. brevt. Sept. 21, 1814, 
f E. L. Allen, July 21, 1813. R. = Bell, Aug. 15, 1813. 
H J. P. Russell, May 25, 1814. G. Vashon, Nov. . 
iH J. Robertson, Feb. 21, 1814. 
'f Sixth Regiment of Infantry. EK. Montgomery, May 1. 
i J.S. Allison, June 25. 
H COLONEL. 
: FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 





H. Atkinson, April 15,1814,} Col. staff, April 25, 1813, 
| G. Birch, Nov. 1, 1811. 


Ee 
oe 








LIEUTENANT COLONEL. J. R. Corbaly, July 6, 1812.) Capt. brevt. June 28, 1814, 
W. Bailey, Capt. brevt. July 19, 1814, 
i J. Snelling, Feb. 21, 1814, | Col. staff April 12,1814. | J. H. Mallory, May 5, 1813. 
Ht W. Bee, Jun. Aug. 14. 
4 MAJOR. J.4d.Clinch, “ 15. 
f J. Gassaway. “ 18, 
il J. E. Wool, April 13, 1813,) Lt. col. brev. Sep. 11,1814. | John Hays, April 9, 1814. | 
i) T. Blackstone, May 15, 1814.) 
CAPTAINS. A. Ross, June 9. | 
H G. Humphreys, Dec. 31, SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
. 1809, Maj. brevt. Apr. 18, 1814. 
T. Crooker, July 6, 1812. Maj. brevt. July 4, 1814. || G. R. Bridges, Mar. 24, 1814,| 
T. Stockton, Sept. 10, Maj. brevt. Apr. 15, 1814. | E. Hall, April 19. | 
W.S. Foster, Mar. 15, 1813,) Maj. brevt. Aug. 15, 1814. F. 8. Gray, May 2 
T. M. Read, Apr. 16. | M. C rupper, June 24. 
John Bliss, May 13. | | J. W. Alston, ** 30. 
B. Watson, Aug. 15, Maj. brevt. July 25, 1814. HLL. Oneale, July 11. 
G. M'Glassin, “ | R. H. Goodwyn, 24. | 
D. Ketchum, Sept. 30. - ij. brevt. July 25, 1814. || J. Leftwich, Aug. 15. 


N.S. Clarke, Oct. 1, 1814. | Capt. brevt. July 25, 1814.) W. R. Scott, Oct. 1. 
| Lewis Lawshe, * 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 





SURGEON, 


= 


. Boardman, May 3, 1810,) Capt. brevt. Aug. 1, 1813. 
W. Hale, Aug. 15, 1813, | 'T. Lawson, May 21, 1813. 
E. Shaylor, Aug. 15. ! 


G. M'Chain, Sept. 30. SURGEON’S MATES. 


| 








+ A. Sawyer, Dec. 12. | 
. P. Livington “19, Capt. brevt. July 25, 1814. | R.C. Walmsey, July 1, 1813, 
S. Tappan, June 14, 1814, . M. Ingersoll, Sep. 16. 
A. Wetmore, July 9. \~ 
T. Staniford, Sept. 1. Eighth Regiment of Infantry. 
De La fayette Wilcox. 
Oct. 2, 1814. | COLONEL. 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS. | | UR. C. Nicholas, Sep. 4, 1814. 
we Ellison, Mar. 17, 1814. | LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 
A. Harding, Apr. 28. | 
i. Tupper, May 2. W. A. Trimble, Nov. 30, 
Caleb B. Campbell. | 1814, Lt. col. brev. Sep. 17, 1814. 
Hazen Bedell, June 15. 
Jas. M'Ilvain, July 19. MAJOR. 
Ben. Fitch, “6295. 
J. Brown, Sept. 1. W. Lawrence, April 19, 
I. Mansfield, Sept. 50. || 1814, Lt. col. brev. Sep. 15, 1814, 
SURGEON, CAPTAINS. 
I. G. Mower, June 30, 1814. John Nicks, July 1, 1808, Maj. brevt. Oct. 9, 1813. 
. Uriah Blue, May 9, 1809, Maj. brevt. Mar. 13, 1814. 
SURGEON S§ MATES. J. Dorman, Nov. 2, 1811, Maj. brevt. June 28, 1814. 
' White Youngs, July 6, 1812.) Maj. brevt. Sept. {11, 1814. 
C. Loring, May 20, 1813. W. Davenport, Sep. 28, 
W. Sterne, Mar. 11, 1814, | | W. Foulk, June 20, 1813. 
; | A. Browlow, Sept. 7 
Seventh Regiment of Infantry. | Mangle M. Quackenbos, 
| _ Jan. 7, 1814, 
COLONEL. L. Austin, April 21, 1814, | Maj. brevt. July 5, 1814. 
J. M*Donald, Sep. 17, 1814. | Lewis Bissel, June 30. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
D. Brearley, July 6, 1812, | Col. brevet Mar. 12, 1813, | L. B. Willis, July 6,12. Capt. brevt. Jan. 31, 1814. 
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D. Riddle, Mar. 13, 1813. | Maj. brevt. Sept. 17, 1814.} CAPTAINS, 


= Gr Hopkins, * 7 re July 6, 1812.) Major brev. ~—_ 26, 1813. 
S a a” . , - Joseph Selden, do. Lieu. Col. br. May 1, 1815. 
> ee oo = 1814 Maj. brevt. July 25, 1814. Wm. Bradford, do. Major brev. Aug. 20, 1814. 
W.ticn “ 36 ; _ Thos. Ramsey, Nov. 30. 
John R. Guy May 3. _ Jos. Kean, Mar. 17, 1814, 
W. Arnold, “11 > m. ate ~ M b aoe 26. 0006 
ings 4 enj. Birdsa do. ajor brev. Aug. 15, , 
Sam. Brady, Oct. 1. “John O°Fallan, do. 
— , — | Edm. Shipp, March 26. 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS. W. L. Dufphey, Aug. 12. 
L. Hand, Sept. 30, 1813. 


C. Stephens, April 15, 1814.) Ist It. brevt. July 20, 1814. a ee 


Thos. Rogers, “ | Louis Leval, July 28, 1813. 
W. Bryan, "= | J.S. M‘Intosh, } ec. 31. 
W. V. Cobbs, May 1. _ J. Calhoun, jr. Jan. 24, 1814, 





R. Humphreys, ** 19. J. H. Ballard, March 17. 


N. Young, June 2. | Lewellen Hickman, do. 
G. R. Horter, ** 15. | Stoughton Gantt, do. 
S. Riddle, Sept. 21 | J. M*Gunnegle, April 28. 
John Brady, “ 25. {st It. brevt. Feb. 5, 1815. || Sam. V. Hamilton, Sept. 17. 
| A. Fine, do. 
SURGEON. J. Heddelson, Sept. 30. 
P. Woodbury, Mar. 30,1814. SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


W.Armstrong, Jan. 24, 1814. 
W. J. Gordon, March 17. 
C. Reily, March 22, 1813. Thos. Griffith, do. 
S. C. Muir, April 7. A. Harrison, do. 
’ J. Hollingsworth, Mar. 26. 
Bennet Riley, April 15. 
| W. Markle, jr. April 19. 
7 - James 8. Gray, May 11. 
COLONEL. T. F. Smith, do. 
Th. A. Smith, July 6, 1812,| Bri. Gen. br. Jan. 24,1814. |) T. F. Hunt, June 29. 


SURGEON’S MATES. 








Rifle regiment. 





LIEUTENANT COLONEL. SURGEON. 
W.S. Hamilton, February W. Thomas, Feb. 18, 1814. 
21, 1814. site 
SURGEON’S MATES. 
MAJOR. S. P. Hugo, Mar. 12, 1812. 
W. H. Henning, April 20, 
T. Chambers, Feb. 21, 1814, Lieu. Col. br. Sep. 17, 1814. | 1814. 














—= 





GENERAL ORDERS. 


The preceding register contains the corrections of the army list since its reduction, on the 17th of May, 1815. 
Selections will be made from the disbanded officers, who served in the late war, to fill vacancies, until the 17th of 
May, 1816: after which, promotions will be regularly made throughout the army. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
D. PARKER, djutant and Inspector General. 
ApsUTANT AND Inspector GENERAL’s Or rice, 
January 1, 1816. 


Divisions and Departments of the army. 


The northern division comprises five military departments, to wit: 


No. 1. New York, (above the Highlands,) and Vermont. : 
No. 2. New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. ; _ 
No. 3. New York, (below the Highlands,) and that part of New Jersey which furnishes the first division of 
militia. 

No. 4. Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and that part of New Jersey which furnishes the second division of 
militia. 

No. 5. Ohio, and the Territories of Michigan and Indiana. 


The southern division comprises four military departments, to wit: 


No. 6. Virginia, North Carolina, and the District of Columbia. 

No. 7. South Carolina and Georgia. 

No. 8. Louisiana, and the Mississippi Territory. 

No. 9. Tennessee, Kentucky, and the Territories of Missouri and Illinois. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE STAFF OF THE ARMY. 


€OMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 6, 1816, 


War Deparrment, December 27, 1815. 


Sir: 

In replying to your letter of the 21st instant, inquiring into the expediency of providing by law for the staff 
appointments which have been provisionally retained, and for such others as the interest of the service may require, 
it is presumed that the intention of the committee over whose deliberations you preside is to give to the military 

ace establishment that organization which is necessary to secure to it all the efficiency,which can be expected from 
its numerical force. The experience of the two first campaigns of the last war, which has furnished volumes of evi- 
dence upon this subject, has incontestably established not only the expediency, but the necessity of giving to the 
military establishment, in time of peace, the organization which it must have to render it efficient in a state of war. 
t is believed also to be demonstrable, that a complete organization of the staff will contribute as much to the 
economy of the establishment as to its efficiency. : ; 
The stationary staff of a military establishment should be substantially the same in peace as in war, without 
reference to the number or distribution of the troops of which it is composed. It is, therefore, respectfully proposed 


that this branch of the general staff be organized in the manner following, viz: 


One adjutant and inspector general, at Washington. 

One quartermaster general, at Washington. 

One paymaster general, do. 

One commissary general, at Philadelphia. 

One apothecary general, do. 

The organization of the division of staff should be regulated by the number of independent corps into which the 
military force is distributed. By general order of the 17th May last, the United States were divided into military 
divisions, commanded by generals, independent of each other, within their respective divisions. As nothing has 
occurred, since this distribution of the military force has been made, to change the opinion which was then entertained 
of its expediency, it is proposed to organize the division staff so that each division shall comprehend 


One adjutant general, and two assistant adjutant generals; 


One inspector general, and two assistant inspector generals; ; ; 
One quartermaster general, and two deputy quartermasters general, with regimental quartermasters, as at present 


authorized; 
Three judge advocates; 


Two chaplains; ; : yore ; ; : ; 
One deputy commissary general, and two assistant commissaries of issues; four hospital surgeons, and eight hos- 


pital surgeons’ mates; and as many posts’ surgeons, with the pay and emoluments of hospital surgeons’ mates, as the 
distribution of the forces into garrisons and posts may require, not exceeding twelve; 

Four assistant apothecaries; 

Two assistant deputy paymasters, with regimental paymasters, as now established. 

It is not deemed necessary to change the organization of the corps of artillery, the corps of engineers, or the ord- 
nance department, unless the committee should be disposed to increase the corps of engineers. Considering the qual- 
ifications of the officers of that corps, and the great utility which may be derived from transferring them into the line 
of the army, when a sudden augmentation of the military establishment should become necessary at the approach of 
war, some increase of that scientific corps is respectfully submitted. 

The act fixing the military peace establishment has produced some inequalities in the pay and emoluments of the 
officers, which, owing to the particular circumstances under which that act was passed, it is probable were neither 
foreseen nor intended. One case of this nature is, the allowance of forage to a major general of twenty dollars a 
month, whilst the adjutant general is allowed thirty. The allowance ofa clerk to one of the major generals, and 
not to the other, must have proceeded from the same cause. The fact of these inequalities are mentioned here with 
a view to attract the attention of the committee to the pay and emoluments of the officers of the army generally. 

Should any explanations growing out of this communication be required, it will afford me great pleasure to give 
them, in writing or verbally, to the committee, whenever it shall suit their convenience. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your very humble servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. Ricuarp M. Jounson, Chairman of the Military Committee, 
House of Representatives of the United States. 
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THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH II, 1816. 
Marcu 9, 1816, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 
I lay before Congress a statement of the militia of the United States, according to the latest returns received 


b th D art t f . 
y the Department of War JAMES MADISON. 
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MILITIA CLAIMS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 12, 1816. 


Department or War, March 7, 1816. 
SIR: , 
In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 21st ult. I have the honor to transmit 
the enclosed documents. 

In addition to the sum advanced to the State of Virginia by the paymaster general, the sum of four hundred thou- 
sand dollars have been paid to that State, fur expenses incurred by the employment of the militia in its defence. 
The claims of that State have been admitted on the ground that the Governor of Virginia was invested with discre- 
tionary power, by the War Department, to call forth the militia in such numbers as the emergency should require, 
and that the force actually employed was, at that time, not believed by the Secretary of War to be excessive. It is 
now believed that the number of militia kept in service, when compared with that called into the field by the Presi- 
dent for the defence of Baltimore, against the same hostile force, which could be brought to act against the capital 
of Virginia from various points, was not beyond what the emergency required. ‘The force here referred to, and the 
expense intended to be sanctioned, are those which the letter of the commissioners, and the statement of the Adju- 
tant General of that State, herewith enclosed, exhibit. ‘The claims of North Carolina and Rhode Island have been 
sanctioned, because they are founded upon expenses actually incurred upon militia called out under the authority of 
the United States, or had received the sanction of that authority after they were called into service. The claims 
exhibited by Delaware and New Hampshire have been suspended until evidence shall be produced to show that the 
emergency was such as to require the service without waiting the intervention of the Executive authority of the 
Union. 

The State of New York has exhibited claims for arms and ammunition furnished the militia, or captured by the 
enemy in our military depots; and also for additional pay allowed their militia when in the public service. ‘The claims 
of Virginia embrace items of the former, and that of New Hampshire of the latter character. No decision has been 
made upon these claims; but it is believed that the powers of the Department do not extend to their liquidation and 
admission, without further legal provision for that purpose. 

It is believed that no other State has presented any specific claim for money expended upon militia service du- 
ring the wars but it is proper to state, that in the correspondence between the Governor of Massachusetts and the 
Secretary of War, it was distinctly declared, that reimbursement would not be made of any expenses incurred upon 
militia called into service by State authority, with the declared intention of excluding the authority of the United 
States over such militia force. 

Time and reflection, so far from having changed the opinion then formed, have tended only to strengthen and 
confirm it. The several States have a right, in_ time of war, to raise and maintain regular troops: more strongly 
have they the right to employ their militia in military operations, where it can be done without infringing the rights 
of the national Executive over the same force. But it never can be admitted, that expenses incurred by raising and 
supporting regular troops can be a charge against the nations; and it is equally clear, that expenses incurred upon 
militia service, under State authority, with the declared intention of directing and controlling that force to the exclu- 
sion of the national authority, can form no such charge. No claims of this nature will be recognised by the Execu- 
tive branch of the Government, unless provision shall be made by law for that purpose. 

! have the honor to be, your most obedient, and very humble servant, 


WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


y 


Hon. Henry Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives, U. S. 


DeparrMENT OF War, AccounTant’s Orrice, February 29, 1816. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to state in relation to the resolution of the honorable the House of Representatives directing 
the Secretary of War to lay before the House, 

ist. A statement of the expenses incurred for the services of the militia called forth by authority of the United 
States during the late war. 

2nd. Statement of the accounts which have been exhibited, and claims which have been made, by the respective 
Siotes for services rendered by the militia of said States, when called forth with or without such authority, together 
with the sums which have been pid, and the accounts and claims which have been allowed therefor, and in case 
the claims of any State or States have been rejected or allowed, to state the grounds of such rejection or allowance, 
designating for what services, and to what States respectively such sums have been paid, or accounts allowed, and 
designating also such items of claims as have been rejected in the cases where the calls were made by authority of 
the United States, and the grounds of such rejection. 

That, in regard to the first clause of the resolution, the accounts of expenditures during the war have not been 
kept ina manner to designate, what amount has been expended for militia, distinct from the regular army. Accord- 
ing to the directions contained in the act of the 3d March, 1809, ** further to amend the several acts for the establish- 
ment and regulation of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments,” accounts of expenditures are kept, under each 
specific appropriation, and there having been no distinct appropriation made for militia, after the year 1812, the whole 
expenses of the military establishment, including militia, having been included in the same appropriation, the expen- 
ditures have been made, and the accounts kept correspondently with the appropriations. 

As it regards the other sections of the resolutions, | have to state that claims have been exhibited to this office by 
the States of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and North Carolina, Delaware, and New Hampshire. 


The amount claimed by the State of Virginia is $1,029,319 95 
Pennsylvania is 268,556 82 
North Carolina is , 56,513 292 
Delaware is 30,619 79 
New Hampshire is 64,552 20 


These claims have not yet been acted upon definitively in this office, that part which relates to services referring 
itself in the first instance to the paymaster of the army, whose duty it is to discharge all claims in relation to the pay 
of the militia, and thereafter report them to this office, which has not yet taken place. What portion of these claims 
have been sanctioned by proper authority can only be ascertained on settlement. 

It is not recollected that any claims of the respective States have been presented at this office, which have been 
rejected or allowed, and consequently no information can be furnished by me, in relation to that part of the reso- 
iution. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


The Hon. W. H. Crawrorp. 


TOBIAS LEAR. 
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Army Pay Orrice, Wasnincron Crry. February 27, 1816, 
Che Paymaster of the Army, to whom has been referred the resolution passed in the House of Representatives on 
the 21st ultimo, has the honor to report: 


That sufficient data to enable him to ascertain, with a due degree of precision, the amount of * expenses incurred 
for the services of the militia called forth, by authority of the United States, during the late war.” are not within 
his reach. 

‘That from the immethodical manner in which the services have, on some occasions, been performed, many claims 
loubtless exist that have not yet made their appearance in a specific form; some detachments have been called into 
service and discharged therefrom without ever having been mustered, whilst the muster-rolls of others are so very 
imperfect as to render it utterly impossible to act on them and make payments. 

‘That many claims are paid, the accounts of which have, in company with those of the regular army, been ren- 
dered to this office, and are in a due course of examination and final settlement; but, from their great magnitude, 
and from the laborious task this office necessarily has to perform, more time and more labor will be required to get 
through with the whole. ; we 

That many claims, to a vast amount, are now in actual train of adjustmeut and payment, throughout the whole 
country, from appropriations made during the present session of Congress. 

That the manner in which the appropriations have, for a few years past, been made by Congress, did not require 
a separate and distinct account of expenditures upon militia to be kept from those of the regular army; and indeed, 
if it had been required, the nature of the service, particularly during a state of war, would have rendered it extremely 
difficult, if not totally impracticable. 

It is to be understood that the foregoing statement relates to such services of militia only, as have been per- 
formed in virtue of orders issued by the Executive of the United States, or being performed without those orders, 
have been recognised by that authority, and payment sanctioned accordingly. 

That so tar as relates to expenditures by States themselves upon their own militia, independent of the sanction 
or authority of the General Government, the paymaster of the army is in possession of no official information. It 
is true, however, that two claims part/y of this character have, not long since, been presented here, and advances, 
by special direction of the honorable the Secretary of War, have been made by me upon them: one to the State of 
Virginia, of two hundred thousand dollars, and another to the State of Rhode Island, of not quite twenty-two thou- 
sand dollars; but then these services were, as 1 understood, recognised by the United States, so that they partook 
but in part of the nature of those alluded to, namely, that they have been paid from the funds of those States, re- 
-pectively, which, when the services were thus recognised, the United States were bound to re-imburse. 


Respectlully, 
ROBERT BRENT, Paymaster. 


The Hon. Wittiam H. Crawrorp, Secretary of Var. 


Wasuinoron, D.C. January 14, 1815. 
Sik: 
This note has been delayed by the expectation of some explanatory documents from Richmond. We have 
now the honor of submitting to you the grounds on which we expect the President's sanction to the calls of militia 
which were made by the Governor of Virginia for the defence of Richmond in August and September, 1814; being 
the only calls, as we understand, of the propriety of which a doubt is entertained, in the Department of War. 

It is to be remembered that Richmond is assailable by the channels both of York and James rivers, within eight 
and forty hours after the enemy’s squadron shall have entered our Capes. Arnold, during the revolutionary war, 
had that city in flames, within twenty-four hours after the first notice of his approach. Hence the utter impractica- 
vility of announcing the approach to the President, and receiving his instructions in time to call forth the militia to an 
effectual defence. The enemy could have eutered Richmond before an express couid return ‘from Washington. 
Hence itis obvious, that against a maritime enemy, like Great Britain, a place so situated is defensible in only one 
or two modes, either by keeping a standing force before it, equal to any force which the enemy could lead to the 
assault, or by vesting the Executive of the State with the discretionary power of calling forth the militia in such 
numbers as to meet the pariicular emergency, whatsoever it might be. The latter course was adopted by the 
President of the United States in relation to Richmond. We do not say tliat any instruction to this effect was 
civen to the Governor of Virginia previously to the calls in the month of August; but the letters ‘of the Secretary 
of War to the Governor of Virginia immediately thereafter, and indeed almost contemporaneously, do, in the most 
explicit manner, ratily that course of action: and a subsequent ratification, we understand, 1s equal to a prior com- 
mand. ‘Thus in the Secretary’s letter of the 31st of August, (herewith, numbered 1,) written after the destruction of 
Washington, he announces the descent of the enemy’s barges down the Patuxent, and the reason given for the com- 
munication is, because if might have a bearing onthe Governor's arrangements for the defence of his section of the 
country: but what those arrangements were to be, instead of being defined, is left exclusively to the discretion of the 
Governor. The same gentleman, in his letter of the next day, (September 1, No. 2.) apprizes the Governor that 
Richmond was known to be one of the enemy’s objects, and closes his letter with these emphatic words: ** Be on your 
guard, prepared at every point, and in all circumstances, to repel the invaders.” In what light is it possible to con- 
strue these words, but as a clear and explicit recognition of the principle that the General Government placed the 
defence of the State of Virginia and its metropolis at the discretion of its Governor? The letter, of which we have 
just quoted an extract, was followed by the President’s proclamation of the 3d of September, calling, in terms which 
no American bosom could resist, upon all officers, civil and military, and upon the nation, to rise to arms, and ex- 
terminate the ferocious and sanguinary invaders. 

The effect of such a proclamation on such a State as Virginia will be easily conceived by you, sir, when you 
come to re-peruse the terms of the proclamation and bear in mind the character of the Staie, which you so well 
know. ‘The shock was electric and universal. ‘The commonwealth rose en masse. Her mountains, fields, and 
tovests poured forth their armed multitudes, who rushed from ail directions to surround and cover their metropolis 
from British outrage and pollution, and chastise the insolence which had just triumphed over Washington. It 
was, no doubt, the presence of this numerous concourse at Richmond, or upon their march to it from the country, 
which has produced the impression that the Governor had made an imdiscreet use of the power of defence with 
which he was inteusted. But this is not the fact. The concourse of which wehave spoken forms no part of the 
charge which we now have against the United States. ‘They were not kept in arms. Their services were not accepted. 
it was, indeed, witlr infinite difficulty, and infinite address on the part of the Governor, and with the most painful 
reluctance, and even tears of regret on theirs, that the generous impulse which had brought them together could be 
~o far repressed as that they could be prevailed upon to return to their homes, and trust the defence and honor of ‘the 
State to the troops which the Governor had already embodied. But they did return; the sense of duty and order, 
which forms a no less honorable part of their character than their ardor of patriotism, prevailing over every con- 
-ideration of personal feeling. 

‘The next direction which the Governor received from the Department of War, was the Secreiary’s letter, here- 
with, (No. 3,) of the 6.h of September, announcing that the enemy had received a reinforcement at the mouth of 
Patuxent, that the united squadrons were descending the bay, that Richmond was one of their objects, and repeating 
again, the solemn injunction, be prepared to meet the enemy. ‘Thus, in every instance, the Governor of Virginia 1s 
thrown by the General Government upon his own energies and own judgment, without any notification of the 

nemy’s strength, or the quantum of resistance which it would be expedient for him to call into the field. 

‘To meet the advance guard, as it may be called, of the same enemy, the President of the United States, acting 

ith the advice of his council, had made a callin the month of June or July, unless we are misinformed, of fifteen 
‘To meet the united squadrons at Baltimore, we are advised that from eighteen to twenty thousand 


housand men. 
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men were called to the defence of that place. To meet the same enemy, at the same crisis, the Governor of Virgi- 
nia had never in the field more than between eleven and twelve thousand men. 

We hand you, herewith, the several general orders calling out troops on the occasion of the first approach of the 
enemy within our Capes, as, also, after the fall of Washington, numbered 4, 5, and 6, and submit it withtconfidence 
to your judgment, whether these calls can be considered as indiscreet. Whether you take the standard of the call 
for Washington, or that for Baltimore: or consider the accessibility of Richmond, by the channels either of York 
or James rivers, and the consequent necessity of guarding. with equal strength, both those avenues of approach; of 
guarding them, too, with raw militia against veteran and highly disciplined troops, inured to victory; it seems very 
clear that those calls, if censurable at all, are rather censurable for their moderation than their excess. 

To these documents, we will add only a letter from the Secretary of War, of the 21st September, written with 
a full knowledge of all our preparations, and when they were at the highest; in which letter, so far is he from cen- 
suring the magnitude of those preparations, that he is considered thereby as having approved and sanctioned them. 
if this construction be right, there will be no occasion, we trust, of giving you any further trouble on this branch of 
the claims of Virginia for re-imbursement. ’ 

We are, sir, very respectfully, &c. Xc. 





WILLIAM WIRT, 
JOHN CHEW. 
Hon. Wittiam H. Crawrorp, Secretary of War. 


Statement of the number and positions of the troops embodied by the Executive of Virginia, and actually in the 
Jield about the middle of September, 1814. 









































| 
Names of commanding officers. | Aggregate | Aggregate | Aggregate | Total num- Station. 
of cavalry. | of artillery. | of riflemen ber. 
and infantry. | 
Mag. Gen. John Pegram, - | - - 76 1,254 1,330 | The vicinity of Petersburgh. 
Same, - - -|- -|- - 365 365 | Fort Powhatan. 
Col. Thomas M. Randolph, | - - 160 113 573 | Worronigh church. 
Col. Moses Green, - -|- - 118 242 360 | Charles city court-house. 
Brig. Gen. John H. Cocke, - | - - 177 2, 237 2,414 | Camp Carter. 
Brig. Gen. Chamberlayne, - | - -|- - J 919 919 | Bottom’s Bridge. 
Brig. Gen. Breckenridge, - | - -| - - 1.760 1,760 | Camp Mitchell. 
Brig. Gen. Leftwick, -|- - 103 1,831 1,934 | Camp Mims. 
Coi. Ambler, - -|- -|- - 392 392 | City of Richmond. 
Major Woodford, — - -|- 650 | - -|- - 650 | Some of these cavalry were on vidette 
duty, and the others were distribu- 
| ted among the several corps of the 
eS -—— | army. 
| 650 | 634 9,413 | 10,697 | 
it is difficult to ascertain the number of the troops on any given day previous to the 15th September. Many of 
them were discharged immediately upon their arrival, and before they were organised upon any regular plan, or re- 





ports could be received from them. This was particularly the case with the cavalry. Of this species of force it 
was found, that the Governor’s proclamation, and the general orders of the 26th August, had brought into the field a 
larger proportion than was necessary; consequently, on the 12th of September, seventeen troops were discharged, 
of which eight were volunteers, and the residue draughts. 

Captain Prosser’s troop of cavalry was called into service on the 26th of August, and performed vidette duty 
between Richmond and Washington city until the 10th September, when it was discharged. 
| Colonel Boykin took the field on the 29th August, with about eight hundred men, and continued in service until 
the 13th September. He was stationed at Cabin point, on James river. 

The foregoing statement and remarks relate to the measures adopted by the Executive of Virginia, for the de- 
fence of Richmond, Petersburgh, and the shores of York and James river; together with such points of eur mari- 
time frontier as could be protected by that force: due regard being had to the safety of the metropolis. 

The situation of the other exposed parts of Virginia will be seen by an examination of the letters from the com- 
manding officers in those parts. 
G. W. GOOCH, 
Adjutant General, Virginia. 


No. 1. 
War Department, 4ugust 31st, 1814. 
Sir: 

We have this moment received information, the correctness of which is not doubted, that the enemy evac- 
iated Nottingham yesterday at 10 o’clock. ‘The barges moved down about 4 o’clock: it is believed that they em- 
»arked from Benedict last evening and this morning. I give this notice for your information as early as possible, as 
it may have a bearing on your arrangements for the defence of your section of the country. 

have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
JAS. MONROE. 
His Excellency J. Barnour, Governor of Virginia, Richmond. 


No. 2. 
War Department, September 1, 1814. 
Sir: 

The enemy have embarked on board their vessels on the Patuxent, and will, as I presume, in execution of 
their desolating system, proceed immediately to some other of our principal towns. Richmond is known to be one 
on which they have fixed their attention. Norfolk and Baltimore are others: against which they will move, in the 
first instance, will probably not be known, until they land their men in a marked direction towards it. 

Be on your guard, prepared at every point, and in all circumstances, to repel the invaders. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JAS. MONROE. 


‘he Governor of the State of Virzinia, Richmond. 


A copy of the original. 4 a 
G. W. GOOCH, Adjutant General, Virginia. 
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No. 3. 
DepartTmMENT oF War, September 6, 1814, 
Sir: 
I am sorry to inform you that the enemy’s squadron has passed our battery at the White House on the Po- 
tomac river. It was impossible to collect such a number of heavy pieces in the present state of affairs here as to 
revent if. 
- The fleet which had descended the Patuxent, with the troops on board, lately employed against this city, and a 
reinforcement since received, which had paused at the mouth of that river, on account, as was supposed, of the 
detention of this squadron, descended the bay yesterday, either for the Potomac or some other object lower down 
the bay. As it doubtless will immediately know that the squadron has passed our battery, it may proceed to such 
other object: which must be, I presume, if it has one in the bay, either Norfolk or Richmond, 
I hasten to give you this intelligence, that you may be prepared to meet the enemy, should they present them- 
selves at either place. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 
His Excellency the Governor or VirGinia. 
No. 4. 
DerarTMENT OF War, September 19, 1814, 


Sir: 
The enemy has passed down the bay, out of sight, below Annapolis. It may be presumed that they will at- 
tack either Richmond or Norfolk. 

The force collected near Richmond is, I trust, fully adequate to its defence. 

Norfolk, General Porter writes me, is not so well prepared. Cannot some additional force be thrown in to its 
aid? I fear the reinforcement from North Carolina will not arrive there in time. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAS. MONROE, 


His Excellency the Governor oF ViRGINIA. 


War Department, October 6, 1814. 
Sir: 
For the expenditure attending the militia who have been called into the service of the United States, by this 
Department, or the commander of the military district No. 5, the United States are regularly chargeable. 
_ For any advances made by the State of Virginia, for the support of such troops, reimbursement is, of course, 
due. 
No call of the militia, except in the modes above stated, is obligatory on the United States. In the case under 
consideration, it is true, that the call made by the Executive of the State was notified to this Government, with a 
request that the militia might be taken into the service of the*’United States. ‘This, however, does not remove the 
objection to the right in a State, at its discretion, to subject the United States to such expenses. 

The President is aware, that the predatory incursions of the enemy, and the menace of a more serious attack 
on the principal cities along our seaboard, made an extra call of militia, in certain cases, necessary. Whether the 
troops which were cailed into service by the Executive of Virginia, for the defence of Richmond, are more than 
were necessary for the purpose, is a question which could not be immediately decided; it will be attended to as 
soon as circumstances will admit. In making the decision, regard must be had to just principles, taking into view 
similar claims of other States. 

For the present, I am authorized to state that one hundred thousand dollars will be advanced to the Executive, 
on account of money paid by it, in support of the troops in the service of the United States, in the first in- 
stance; and the balance, on account of the other claims alluded to, which are hereafter to be adjusted. 

On the proposition to take the militia, now assembled, for the defence of Richmond, into the service of the 
United States, I have to state, that it will be acceded to as to four thousand of these troops; provided, the Execu- 
tive of the State should be of opinion, that they may be, in the present less menacing posture of the enemy, spared 
from their present service, to be employed between this and Baltimore, in lieu of a like number lately called from 
the State for that purpose. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAS. MONROE. 


The Hon. Cuartes Everett. 
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RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 13, 1816. * 


Department or War, December 13, 1816. 
SR: 
In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated the 16th of April last, requesting the 
Secretary of War ** to report, at an early day of the next session of Congress, a system for the organization and dis- 
cipline of the militia, best calculated, in his opinion, to promote the efficiency of that force when called into the 
public service,” I have the honor to submit the enclosed plan. 

With sentiments of great respect, i have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM, 


. ; Acting Secretary of War. 
Hon. Henry Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


A plan for classing and arming of the militia, and for calling them forth to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions, and to repeal the laws heretofore passed for those purposes. 


That the militia of the United States shall be classed by the proper authority of the several States and Territo- 


ries, in the following manner: 
Those between eighteen and twenty-one years of age shall be called the minor class; those between the age of 


twenty-one and thirty-one years, shall be called the junior class; and those over thirty-one, and under forty-five 
years of age, shall be called the senior class of militia. 


* See No. 152. 
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‘That the militia of the minor class shall be liable to be called into the service of the United States, within the 
State or Territory to which they belong, for a term not exceeding months. 

The militia of the senior class shall be liable to be called into the service of the United States, within the State 
or a to which they belong, and in the adjoining States and Territories, for a term not exceeding 
months. 

The militia of the junior class shall be liable to be called into the service of the United States, for the performance 
of _ duty requirable of the militia under the constitution of the United States, for a term not exceeding 
months. 

That when any portion of the militia of the junior class shall be called into the service of the United States, for 
a term exceeding months, they shall, by the United States, be armed, equipped, and clothed, in the same 
manner as the regular troops. 

That the militia of the minor and junior classes of each division shall be annually assembled, at not more than 
two cantonments within the same, at such time and place, and for such periods, as shall be designated by the proper 
authority of the several States and Territories; during which time, they shall be trained under the authority of the 
States, agreeably to the system, discipline, and police, which is or may be adopted for the government of the army. 
And officers of experience shall be detailed by the Executives of the several States and ‘Territories, who shall, at the 
times and places appointed, organize the militia so assembled into companies, battalions, regiments, and corps, and 
command the same accordingly during their encampment: Provided, That it shall be the duty of all commis- 
sioned officers, under thirty-one years of age, who may not be detailed for command, punctually to attend such en- 
campment of their division, and act in any capacity of staff or non-commissioned officer which shall be assigned 
them: Provided, also, That the militia of the said minor and junior classes, belonging to the cavalry, shall attend, 
and be organized and instructed as infantry. 

That whilst the militia are so assembled, they shall be subsisted and equipped at the expense of the United 
States, provided they shall be called out and embodied by the several States for a period not less than —— weeks. 

That the militia shall be organized by the Legislatures of the several States and Territories, into divisions, bri- 
gades, regiments, and corps; and that the organization of the regiments of infantry, riflemen, and cavalry, shall be 
the same as is now prescribed for the organization of the infantry of the United States. A brigade shall be com- 
posed of four regiments of infantry, one regiment of riflemen, one battalion of artillery, (to be organized as the corps 
of artillery of the regular army is now organized,) and of as many troops of cavalry as the Executives of the seve- 
ral States and Territories may authorize, not exceeding . And the privates of the rifle regiment, and of the 
light companies of each regiment of infantry, shall be composed of men between the ages of eighteen and thirty-one 
years. ‘I'wo brigades shall form a division. 

That there sha!l be erected in each State and Territory, by the United States, one or more arsenal or depot, for 
arms, equipments, tents, and equipage, from which supplies shall be furnished, upon requisitions of the Executives 
of States or ‘Territories, made upon the War Department, from which all orders for the delivery of supplies must 
be given; and the arms and equipments so delivered shall be charged to the States or Territories, under the provi- 
sions of the act of April 23, 1808, for arming and equipping the whole body of the militia: Provided, That, in lieu of 
the appropriation under that act, there shall be applied, annually, under the direction of the President of the United 
States, the sum of dollars. 

That such tents and camp equipage as may be delivered to the militia shall be receipted for at the depdts by offi- 
cers designated for that purpose by the Executives of the several States and Territories, and charged to them: Pro- 
vided, That credit shall be given for all such as may be returned without other damage than the usual injury of 
service. 

That whenever the United States shall be invaded, or, in the opinion of the President, shall be in imminent 
danger of invasion from any foreign nation or Indian tribe, it shall be his duty to call forth such numbers of the 
militia as he may judge necessary to repel such invasion. 

That whenever the laws of the United States shall be opposed, or the execution thereof be obstructed, by combi- 
nations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested by law 
in the marshals, it shall be the duty of the President to call forth such portion of the militia as may, in his epinion, 
be necessary to suppress such combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly executed. 

That whenever it may be necessary, in the judgment of the President, to call forth the militia for the purposes 
aforesaid, it shall be his duty forthwith, by proclamation, to command such insurgents to disperse, and retire peace- 
ably to their respective abodes, within a time to be limited in the proclamation. 

That in case of an insurrection in any State or Territory against the Government thereof, it shall be the duty of 
the President, on the application of the Legislature of such State or Territory, or of the Executive of such State or 
Territory when the Legislature thereof cannot conveniently be convened, to call forth such number of the militia of 
any State or ‘Territory as may, in his opinion, be sufficient to suppress such insurrection. 

That whenever, from any of the occurrences herein mentioned, it shall become the duty of the President to call 
forth the militia, he may require the Governor or Commander-in-chief of the militia in any State or Territory, or 
such officer of the militia as he may judge expedient, to execute his orders, so far as may be applicable to their re- 
spective commands. 

That whenever any part of the militia shall be called into the service of the United States, their organization 
shall be the same as may at the time be provided by law for the organization of the army of the United States, ex- 
cept when called out by companies, corps, regiments, or brigades, when they shall preserve their local organization. 

That the militia employed in the service of the United States shall be subject to the rules and articles of war 
which are or shall be provided for the government of the army of the United States. 

That every oflicer, or non-commissioned officer, who shall fail to obey the orders of tne President, or the orders 
of a superior officer of the militia, which may be issued in virtue of such orders, in any of the cases before recited 
for calling forth the militia, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding months’ pay, nor less than —— months’ 
pay, which he would be entitled to receive if he were in the actual service of the United States; and shall, moreover, 
be incapable of holding any commission in the service of the United States for life, or such term of years as shall be 
determined and adjudged by a court martial. 

That every officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, and private of the militia, who shall be detached, as afore- 
said, and shall disobey the orders of the President, or of any superior officer, for the purposes of carrying into effect 
the objects herein contemplated, shall be liable to be tried by a court martial, and receive such punishment as is 
pointed out by the martial law for similar offences; and, moreover, the non-commissioned officer, musician, and pri- 
vate, detached, as aforesaid, or shall be accepted as substitutes, as hereinafter mentioned, who shail refuse or neglect 
to march and join his corps, when ordered to do so by his superior cflicer in the detachment, shall be considered as 
a deserter from the service of the United States, and shall be dealt with accordingly: Provided, nevertheless, That 
any non-commissioned officer, musician, and private of the militia, who shall be detached for the service of the United 
States, as aforesaid, shall have <. right to furnish an able-bodied man belonging to the militia as a substitute. 

That regimental chaplains in the militia, who have been or shall be called into the service of the United States, 
shall receive the same monthly pay and rations as a captain of infantry, with the addition of forage for one horse: 
and, whenever called forth into the service of the United States, division quartermasters shall be entitled to the pay, 
emoluments, and allowance of a deputy quartermaster general; brigade quartermasters to the pay, emoluments, and 
allowances of an assistant deputy quartermaster general; and regimental quartermasters to the pay and emoluments 
of a lieutenant of infantry, and sixteen dollars per month in addition thereto, and forage for one horse; division in- 
spectors shall be entitled to the pay, emoluments, and allowances of a lieutenant colonel of infantry; brigade majors 
to the pay, emoluments, and allowances of a major of infantry, aids-de-camp to major generals to the pay, emolu- 
ments, and allowances of a major of cavalry; and aids-de-camp to brigadier generals to the pay, emoluments, and 
allowances ef a captain of cavalry. 
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‘That the expenses incurred, or to be incurred, by marching the militia of any State or Territory of the United 
States to their places of rendezvous, in pursuance of a requisition of the President, or which shall have been, or may 
be incurred, in cases of calls made by the authority of any State or ‘Territory which shall have been or may be ap- 
proved by him, shall be adjusted and paid in like manner as the expenses incurred after their arrival at such place 
of rendezvous, on the requisition of the President: /rovided, That nothing herein contained shall be considered as 
authorizing any species of expenditure previous to arriving at the place of rendezvous, which is not provided by ex- 
isting laws to be paid for after their arrival at such place of rendezvous. 

That, in all cases, when a brigade of militia shall be called into the service of the United States, it shall be the 
duty of the brigade major of such brigade to inspect and muster the same, and sign the muster rolls. If less than a 
brigade of militia be called into the service of the United States, then it shall be the duty of a brigade major of the 
division, wherein such militia may rendezvous, to inspect and muster the same, and sign the muster rolls; two mus- 
ters to be made in the manner aforesaid; one on the assembling, and the other on the discharge of such militia. 1 
it should so happen that there be no brigade major in the brigade, where such militia shall be called out, or in the 
division where they shall rendezvous, the commanding officer may direct any officer, under the rank of lieutenant 
colonel, to inspect and muster the militia so called forth. 

That no writ, or civil process, issuing from any court of the United States, shall be served upon any militia-man, 
or levied upon his property, while performing militia duty in the service of the United States; nor shall any judg- 
ment be entered in the said courts, in any of the cases aforesaid. 

All offences committed by the officers, non-commissioned officers. privates, or musicians of the militia, subse- 
quent to their detachment for the service of the United States, or orders to march jor that service agreeably here- 
with, and before their assembling at the appointed place of rendezvous, shall be tried by courts martial, to be 
composed of militia officers only, of the State or Territory to which such delinquents shall belong, not in the actua! 
service of the United States. All offences committed by the officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, or musi- 
cians of the militia, whilst in the actual service of the United States, shall be tried by courts martial composed by 
militia officers in the service of the United States: Provided, that offences committed whilst in the service of the 
United States may be tried and punished, although the term of service of the delinquent may have expired, and the 
court martial, for the trial of such offences, shall be composed of militia officers, without regard to their having been 
in the service of the United States. 

That if any delinquent, directed to be summoned to appear before a court martial, for neglect or refusal to obey 
the orders of the President, shall be absent when any non-commissioned officer shall call to summon him, a copy ot 
the summons, or written notice thereof, signed by him, and left with some person of suitable age and discretion, at 
the usual place of abode of such delinquent, at least ten days previous to the day of appearance, shall be held and 
taken to be a sufficient summons of such delinquent; and in case of the non-appearance of such delinquent, the 
court martial may proceed on his trial in the same manner as if he had appeared and pleaded not guilty to the 
charge exhibited against him, 

That it shall be the duty of the President of any court martial for the trial of militia, if required, and upon his 
being duly satisfied that such testimony is material to the trial, to issue his precept directed to any person to be 
summoned as a witness, commanding his or her attendance at such court, to testify for or against the person to be 
tried, as the case may be: and any witness having been duly summoned, and failing to appear, without a reasonable 
excuse, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, to be sued for and recovered in the name of the 
United States, by bill, plaint, or information, in any court of competent jurisdiction. And if any witness, when 
called upon for that purpose, shall refuse to testify, or shall behave with contempt to the court; or if any other 
person shall use any menacing words, signs, or gestures, in presence thereof, or shall cause any riot or disorder 
therein, it shall be lawful for such court to punish every such offender by imprisonment, for a term not exceeding 
one month, at the discretion of the court. 

That. for the purpose of carrying into execution the sentence, judgment, or order, of any such court martial, for 
any of the offences specified in the last clause of the preceding article, it shall be lawful for the court to issue an 
order to any commissioned officer of militia, not below the rank of captain, commanding him to carry the same inte 
effect by military force, whose duty it shall be to obey the same, and execute the order accordingly. 

That on the trial of delinquents, for offences not capital, by any such court martial, the deposition of witnesses, 
taken before a justice of the peace, or other person authorized to take affidavits to be read in court of record in the 
State or Territory where the same shall be taken, may be read in evidence, provided the prosecutor and person 
accused are present at taking the same, or are duly notified thereof. And further, that the returns of captains, ot 
other commanding ollicers of companies, of delinquents draughted, or ordered into the service of the United States, 
who shall have retused or neglected to enter the same, sworn to as aforesaid, shall be competent evidence of the 
facts therein contained. 

That if any person shall willingly swear false before any such court martial, or in any affidavit, er deposition. 
taken as aforesaid, he or she shall be adjudged to be guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall be indicted, 
tried, and punished, accordingly, by any court of competent jurisdiction, in the State or Territory where such 
offence shall be committed. 


Lith CoxGress. ] No. 150. [2d Session. 





INQUIRY INTO THE CONDUCT OF GENERAL HARRISON WHILE COM. 
MANDING THE NORTHWESTERN ARMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 31, ISI6, 


The House of Representatives having, on the 30th of April, last, ** Ordered, That the Committee on Public Expen- 
diture be discharged from a further consideration of the letter and documents of General William Henrv Har- 
rison; that the same, together with the communications and documents presented to the committee on the same 
subject, be referred to the Secretary of War; and that he be instructed to report thereon to this House at their 
next session;” the acting Secretary of War has the honor to report: 


That General Harrison, in his letter of the 20th of December, 1815, has solicited ** an inquiry into the expendi- 
ture of public money within the eighth military district whilst under his command; and particularly whatever 
relates to the supplies or provisions by the special commissaries of the United States, and under the contract of 
Messrs Orr and Greely;” and he particularly requests that the inquiry may embrace the following points:— 
** Whether any supplies were ever demanded by me of the contractors, Orr and Greely, which were not called for 
by the state of the army, and warranted by the conditions of their contract?) Whether any injustice was done to said 
Orr and Greely, by any order given by me to the purchasing of special commissaries of the army? Whether there 
is reason to believe that any sentiments of hostility existed in my mind towards the said contractors, and which 
operated injuriously to their interests, either by forcing them to do what was unnecessary, or withholding from them 
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any thing that they had a right to claim? Whether there is any reason to believe that any connexion (other than 
that which the relations of our commissions necessarily produced) existed between myself and any of the staif offi- 
cers of the army? And, generally, whatever relates to the expenditure of public money for the support of the 
Northwestern army, as far as | may have been concerned.” 

From the documents referred to this Department, and from those which were in its possession, it appears that, 
on the 10th of March, 1813, a contract was entered into between the Secretary of War and Benjamin G,. Orr and 
Aaron Greely, for the supply of provisions from the Ist day of June, 1813, to the Ist of June, 1814, for the army in 
the eighth military district, and in Canadas a copy of which (marked A.) is among the documents accompanying this 
report. Previously to the day on which Orr and Greely’s contract was to take effect, large quantities of provisions 
had been purchased by the commissaries, under the order of General Harrison, and also by Mr. Denny, a contractor 
at Pittsburgh, under the order of Mr. Eustis, then Secretary of War. These provisions were procured for the 
supply of the army then in the eighth military district, and for that intended for the campaign for the recovery of 
Detroit, and for the invasion of Upper Canada. On the 6th of January, 1813, General Armstrong was advised, 
by Major General Harrison, of these particulars. 


In the month of May, B. G. Orr Esq.. one of the contractors, reported himself to General Harrison, who ad- 

dressed to him a letter, in the words following: 
Heap Quarters, Franxuinron, May 19, 1813. 
SiR: nein 
You will be pleased to provide for the issuing of provisions at such places within the setilements as Brigadier 
Generals M’Arthur and Cass, and Major Bartlett, the Deputy Quartermaster General, may require. I can give 
no direction with regard to the forwarding of provisions to the frontiers, or the lakes; nor information as to the 
delivery of those which the Government have accumulated there, until L receive further information from the Secre- 
tary of War. But the posts of Cleveland and Lower Sandusky having been exclusively furnished by the late con- 
tractor, (Mr. Porter.) it will be necessary that you make immediate arrangements for issuing at both these places 
by the Ist of June. Provision should be made at Cleveland for at least eight hundred daily issues, and at Lowe: 
Sandusky for four hundred.” 
I am, respectfully, your humble servant, 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 


Bengamin G. Orr, Esq. Contractor to the eighth military district. 


in the month of June a copy of the contract, with instructions, was received by Major General Harrison, from 
which instructions the following is an extract: 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Harrison, dated 
May 31, 1813. 


Herewith enclosed you will receive a copy of the contract for supplying the troops in the State of Ohio. You 
are authorized to fill up the blank attached to the copy, and to apport agents to deliver over to Messrs. Orr and 
Greely such provisions now in deposite as you may deem proper to issue, according to the agreement, taking their 
duplicate receipts for the same; one of which must be transmitted to the accountant of this Department, and one to 
the Superintendent General of military supplies, that Orr and Greely may be held accountable for the provisions 
so received, 

On the receipt of these instructions, Major General Harrison addressed a letter to B. G. Orr, Esq. in the follow- 
ing words: 

Heap Quarters, Frankuinton, June 20, 1813. 
SIR: 
1 am directed, by the Secretary of War, to complete the arrangements with you for turning over to you al! 
the provisions which have been purchased on the public account. 

it is necessary, therefore, that you should immediately meet me at Lower Sandusky, in order that the business 
may be finished as soon as possible. I have directed that no issues of provisions be made, on your account, at any of 
the posts where the public have them. ‘There is, | imagine, full as much provisions on hand, the property of the 
United States, as will be wanted for the campaign, some fresh beef excepted. 


Lam, Xe. 
WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 


Bensamin G. Orr, Esq. Contractor to the cighth military district. 


In consequence of this letter, a meeting appears to have taken place, on the 22d June, between Mr. Orr and 
General Harrison at Franklinton, when a proposition was made in writing by Mr. Orr, relative to the terms on 
which the contractors would receive the public provisions. The precise nature of this proposition is not known, as 
no copy of Mr. Orr’s letter has been furnished to this Department. It appears, however, that an answer was given 
by General Harrison in the following words: 

Heap Quarters, Franxiinton, June 22, 1813. 
SIR: 
Your letter of this date is now before me; the proposition contained in it cannot be acceded to. The only 
arrangement which | think myself authorized to make, is that of delivering over to you all the public provisions, oi 
every description, which have. been purchased for the army, and taking your receipt for it, in the manner prescribed 
by the Secretary of War’s instructions. [I must observe, also, that most of the provisions are placed in situations 
where it was never intended they should be used; nor can I say how far the United States will be bound to pay for 
the transportation of it. ‘This question will remain for the determination of the Secretary of War. I have also 
to inform you that a contract exists, and is now in operation, for transporting the provisions which are at Norton 
and Upper Sandusky to Lower Sandusky. The public teams are also engaged in this business. Should it be 
determined that the contractors are to pay the expense of transportation, all that is transported after this day will 
of course be charged to them. I cannot give you a correct statement of the provisions we have on hands; it is, how- 
ever, sufficient to serve the whole of the troops to be employed within this district, and in the operations against 
Detroit and Malden, at least, untii the first of December next. 
I am, very respectfully, your humble servant, 


WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 
B. G. Orr, Esq. of the house of Orr and Greely, Contractors. 


Major General Harrison and the contractor not agreeing as to the manner in which “ the blanks, attached to the 
contract, should be filled up,” the question seems to have been referred to the Secretary of War, as appears from 
the following extract of a letter from General Harrison to the Secretary of War: 


Extract of a letter from General Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 
Frank iinton, June 24, 1813. 


_Mr. Grr, the contractor, declines taking the public provisions until he can see you, for which purpose he sets out 
this morning for Washington. He complains of the want of funds, and asserts that he has purchased, or left money 
82 m 
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to purchase, a considerable quantity of provisions at Cleveland: this he ought not to have done, at least not toa 
greater amount than for the temporary supply of Cleveland and Lower Sandusky, as he knew of the immense 
supplies we had on hand. 

Subsequent to this period there does not appear to have been any orders given by the Secretary of War to Gen- 
eral Harrison, in relation to the turning over the public provisions to the contractors; nor was the additional agree- 
ment attached to the contract ever executed. And, on the 4th of August, Mr. Orr addressed a letter to the Sec- 
retary of War, in the following words: 

, . Wasuincron, August 4, 1813. 

Sir: 
You will do me the justice te recollect, how repeatedly and urgently I have advised the purchase of the 
provisions now at Cleveland and its neighborhood, to guard against the possibility that General Harrison may 
not be entirely correct as to the time to which those on hand of the last year’s purchases may serve. On your assu- 
rances, whilst treating for the contract in which [ am concerned, that the subsistence of the army by Jand carriage 
from the interior of Ohie, was abandoned, I shall fully rely: and shall consider your refusal to furnish the means of 
suying the provisions now to be had on the lake, and General Harrison’s letter of the 22d June, as notices to the con- 
tractors not to attempt to secure them. Of this letter I subjoin a copy; and relying, confidently, on the wnerring 
visdom and foresight of the General, will take it for granted, that the supplies therein spoken of, as sufficient for 
the whole of the army within our district, at least until December next. will, when added to those we have been 
alled on to supply, and are now issuing, secure the army from want until the month of April next. 

‘The waters leading into the Ohio and lake Erie are so low in the fall, and so obstructed by ice in the winter, 
as to be wholly unnavigable: hence, if the provisions in the Connecticut reserve are suffered to escape, April will 
be the earliest period that can be relied on for supply by water: and hence, too, the dangerous consequences that 
may result from an erroneous estimate of the stock on hand, either in quantity or condition, and froma want at a 
season which can be relieved by no other means than the ruinous, if not impracticable, one of land carriage. 

[ write this letter with no view to extort money from you; on that point Lam answered. But solely to apprise 
you of the exoneration the contractors will think themselves authorized to claim, from all the consequences that 
may ensue, from an ill-judged and misinformed dependence on the stores on hand; and froma renewal of the 
scenes of last fall and winter, on the same theatre, and on the same account. 

Pam, &c. 
‘ B. G. ORR. 
tlunorable Jons Anastrone, Secretary of War. 


The acting Secretary of War has entered into these minute details, as he considers that the difference of opin- 
ion between the commanding general and the contractors, in relation to the turning over of the public provisions, 
Jed to consequences which have a material bearing on the inquiry requested by him. 

Ist. The continuing the commissariat for the preservation and issue of the public provisions, and the consequent 
exercise of the discretion of the commanding general as to the Ume, place, and manner of issuing these provisions. 

2d. The commanding general exercising this discretion as to the issues of the public provisions, the contractors 
were, necessarily. limited in ¢heir issues to the times and places at which they were specially required to issue; and, 
it may be added, that they claimed an exemption from any responsibility, for a failure on either part, to comply with 
the requisitions which might be made upon them, in consequence of the happening of certain contingencies over 
which they had no control, as specified in the letter addressed by Mr. Orr, on the 4th of August, 1813, to the Sec- 
retary of War. 

‘To these consequences may be traced, nearly, if not all, the complaints made by the contractors, for injuries 
sustained by them, in consequence of the interference of the commanding general with their contract, as specifically 
stated in the affidavit of Mr. Orr, marked B, one of the documents referred by the House of Representatives to 
this Department. 

‘To meet the inquiry proposed by General Harrison, ** whether any injury was done to the contractors by any 
order given by him to the purchasing or special commissaries of the army?” it will be necessary to decide— 

Ist. Was the conduct of General Harrison, in relation to the turning ever of the public provisions to the con- 
tractors, in the month of June, 1813, correct or not? 

2d. If correct, did he exercise a sound diseretion, (with a view as well to the interests of the United States as 
to the rights of the contractor.) in relation to the measures which were taken by him for the issue and supply of 
provisions, by the issuing and the purchasing commissaries, pending the contract of Orr and Greely? 

On these subjects, the acting Secretary of War forbears to offer an opinion; considering it more proper to sub- 
mit, in detail, the facts herein stated: and to refer to the affidavit of Mr. Orr, and to the statement of General 
Harrison, dated the 20th of December, 1515, marked C; which, he conceives, will enable the House satisfactorily 
to decide upon them. 

The other points on which Major General Harrison has requested an inquiry, are— 

Ist. Whether any supplies were ever demanded of the contractors, ** Orr and Greely, which were not called 
for by the state of the army, and warranted by the conditions of their contract?” 

It does not appear from the evidence contained in the documents referred to this Department, that any such 
supplies were ever demanded of the contractors by Major General Marrison; nor is it understood that any such 
allegation has been made by the contractors. 

2d. ** Whether there is reason to believe, that any sentiment of hostility existed in his mind towards the said 
contractors, and which operated injuriously to their interests; either by forcing them to do what was unnecessary, 
or withholding from them any thing which they had a right to claim?” 

An inquiry into the motives of individuals is always a delicate one, and rarely productive of satisfactory results. 
It is, however, believed, that other and more legitimate motives than those arising from sentiments of personal hos- 
tility to the contractors, may be justly assigned for the conduct of the commanding general, in all those cases where 
the contractors allege that that conduct has produced effects prejudicial to their interest. 

3d. ** Whether there is any reason to believe that any connexion, (other than that which the relation of their 
commissions necessarily produced,) existed between him and any of the staif officers of the army?” 

No imputation of this kind has been made by the contractors: Mr. Orr disavows any such; and the documents 
referred to this Department afford no evidence that could justify it. On the contrary. it appears, from the de- 
position of James Findlay and Jacob Burnet, (marked D) that the situation of General Harrison, in relation to his 
pecuniary affairs, was worse when he returned irom than when he entered into the service. 

ith. ** Whatever relates to the expenditure of public money for the support of the northwestern army, as far as 
he may have been concerned.” 

The statements marked E F G will exhibit the sums which have been paid by the War Department, on account 
of purchases made by the commissaries, as well for supplies furnished by the contractors, for the support of the 
northwestern army, from the period General Harrison took the command of it in September, 1812, until the 1st of 
June, 1814, amounting to one million one hundred and sixty thousand dollars. No part of this sum has been ad- 
vanced to General Harrison. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
GEO. GRAHAM, 
Acting Secretary of War. 
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A. 


Articles of agreement made on the idth day of March, Anno Domini 1813, between John Armstrong, Secretary of 
War of the United States of America, of the one part. and Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, of the City of 
Washington, of the other part. 


This agreement witnesseth, that the said John Armstrong, for and on behalf of the United States of America, and 
the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, their heirs, executors, and administrators, have mutually covenanted 
and agreed, and by these presents do mutually covenant and agree, to and with each other, as follows, viz: 

First, That the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, their heirs, executors, or administrators, shall supply 
and issue all the rations, to consist of the articles hereinafter specified, that shall be required of them for the use of 
the United States, at all and every place or places where troops are or may be stationed, marched, or recruited with- 
in the limits of the State of Ohio and the Michigan territory, and the Canada shore of lake Erie and the upper lakes, 
thirty days’ notice being given of the post or place where rations may be wanted, or the number of troops to be fur- 
nished on their march, from the Ist day of June, 1813, to the 31st of May, 1804, both days inclusive, at the follow- 
ing prices, that is te say: at any place where rations shall be issued within the State of Ohio, south of the Indian 
boundary line, and a line drawn from the eastern extremity thereof, to Georgetown, on the Ohio river, at seven- 
teen cents per ration. Atall places north of said Indian boundary line in said State, and in the Michigan terri- 
tory, not specially provided for hereafter, and at Forts Wayne, Chicago, and Michilimackinac, at twenty-five 
cents per ration. At all other places on lake Erie, from the western boundary line of Pennsylvania, to Cleveland, 
including Cleveland, at eighteen cents per ration. At all places between Cleveland and Detroit, including Detroit, 
Lower Sandusky, foot of the rapids, river Raisin, Brownstown, and on the Canada shore of lake Erie and Detroit 
river, at twenty cents per ration: provided the United States have command of said lake; and if lake Erie is com- 
manded by the enemy, the price of the ration at the above-mentioned places between Cleveland and Detroit, and on 
the Canada shore, shall be twenty-five cents per ration. Where the price of the ration is seventeen cents, the prices 
of the component parts of the same shall be, for bread or flour, six cents five miils; meat, six cents; liquor, three cents 
five mills: small parts, one cent. Whiere the price of the ration is eighteen cents, the prices of the component parts 
of the same, shall be, for bread or flour, seven cents; meat, six cents; liquor, four cents; small parts, one cent. 
Where the price of the ration is twenty cents, the prices of the component parts of the same, shall be, for bread or 
flour, seven cents five mills: meat, seven cents; liquor, four cents five mills; small parts, one cent. Where the 
price of the ration is twenty-five cents, the prices of the component parts of the same, shail be, for bread or flour, 
ten cents; meat, eight cents five mills; liquor, five cents five mills; small parts, one cent. ‘The prices of the com- 
ponent parts of the small parts of the ration shall be sixteen cents per pound for candles; ten cents per pound for 
soap; four cents five mills per quart for vinegar; and nine cents per quart for salt. 

Second, That the ration to be furnished and delivered by virtue of this contract, shall consist of the following 
articles, viz: one pound and a quarter of beef, or three quarters of a pound of salted pork; eighteen ounces of bread 
or flour; one gill of ram, whiskey, or brandy; and at the rate of two quarts of salt, four quarts of vinegar, four 
pounds of soap, and one pound and a half of candles, to every one hundred rations. _ 

It is understuod that it shall be in the option of the General, or officer commanding an army or a great military 
district, in all cases not otherwise provided for by this contract, to direct when, and how often, fresh or salted meat 
shall be issued, by general orders, to be promulgated a reasonable time before the issue is to commence; that the 
contractor shall always issue flour two days in every week, and the option of bread or flour for the remainder of the 
week be with the contractor. 

Third, ‘That supplies shall be furnished by the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, their heirs, executors, 
or administrators, at the fortified places and military posts that are or may be established in the limits aforesaid, 
upon the requisition of the commandant of the army, or a post, in such quantities as shall not exceed what is suffi- 
cient for the troops to be there stationed, for the space of three months in advance, in good and wholesome provisions, 
consisting of due proportions of all the articles forming the ration. 

itis understood that if the contractor shall be required to deposite provisions at one place or post, and shal! 
afterwards be required to move them, to be delivered at another place or post, the expenses of transportation to such 
other place or post shall be borne by the United States. It is also understood that all supplies are to be originally 
delivered at the posts where they may be required, without expense to the United States. 

Fourth, That whenever and as often as the provisions stipulated to be furnished under this contract shall, in 
the opinion of the commanding officer of the post or place where they are offered to be issued, be unsound, unfit for 
use, or of an unmerchantable quality, a survey shall be held thereon, by two disinterested persons, one to be chosen 
by the commanding officer, and the other by the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, or their agent, and in 
case of disagreement, a third person to be chosen by mutual consent, who shall have power to condemn such part of 
the provisions as to them may appear unfit for use. But if the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, or their 
agent, shall fail or neglect to appoint a person to inspect the said provisions, after reasonable notice in writing, it 
shall be permitted to the said commanding officer to appoint such persons as he may think proper, to inspect the 
provisions, under oath, with power to condemn as aforesaid. And all provisions condemned by such survey, or inspec- 
tion, may be destroyed by the commanding officer. 

Fifth, That the commanding general, or person appointed by him, at each post or place, in case of absolute fail- 
ure, or deficiency in the quantity of provisions contracted to be delivered and issued, shall have power to supply 
the deficiency by purchase, at the risk and on account ef the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, their heirs, 
executors, or administrators. 

Sixth, That all losses sustained by the depredations of an enemy, or by means of the troops of the United States, 
in articles intended to compose rations, to be issued under this contract, being the property of the contractor, as wel! 
as in other property necessarily used in transporting the same, shall be paid for at the contract price of the raticns, 
or the component parts, and at an appraised value of the other articles, on the deposition of one or more creditable 
characters, and the certificate of a commissioned officer, when the same can be obtained, ascertaining the circum- 
stances of the loss, and the amount of the articles for which compensation is claimed. 

Seventh, ‘That escorts and guards for the safety of the provisions, and for the protecting of the cattle against an 
enemy. shall be furnished whenever, in the opinion of the commanding officer of the army, or of any post, to whom 
application may be made, the same can be done without prejudice to the service, and that the said Benjamin G. Or: 
and Aaron Greely, their heirs, executors, or administrators, shall not be answerable for any deficiency of supplies, 
at any of the said posts or places, if it shall appear, upon satisfactory proof, that such deficiency was occasioned by 
the want of proper escorts and guards. 

Eighth, That at all stationary posts, proper storehouses shall be provided on behalf of the public, for the recep- 
tion and safekeeping of the provisions deposited from time to time at such posts, respectively: and the contractor 
shall suffer no loss tor want of such stores. 

Ninth, That the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, his heirs, executors, or administrators, shall render 
their accounts to the accountant of the Department of War, for settlement, at least once in every three months, agree - 
ably to such form as by the said accountant may be established and made known to them. 

Tenth, That all such advances of money as may be made to the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, thei: 
heirs, executors, or administrators, for and on account of the supplies to be furnished pursuant to this contract, and 
all such sums of money as the commanding officer of the troops or recruits that are or may be within the limits afore- 
said may cause to be disbursed, in order to procure supplies, in consequence of any failure on the part of the said 
Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, their heirs, executors, or administrators, in complying with the requisitions herein 
contained, shall be duly accounted for by them by way of set-off against the amount of such supplies, and the 
surplus, if any, repaid to the United States, immediately after the expiration of the teem of this contract, together 
with an interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, from the time of such expiration until the same shall be 
actually repaid. And that, if any balance shall, on any settlement of the accounts of the said Benjamin G. Orr and 
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Aaron Greely, their heirs, executors, or administrators be found to be due to them, for or on account of the rations 
vhich shall be supplied, pursuant to this agreement, the same shall immediately be paid. And that no unreasonable 
w unnecessary delay, on the part of the officers of the t nited States, shall be given to the settlement of the accounts 
f the said Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, their heirs, executors, or administrators. Provided, however, that 
no member of congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this contract, or agreement, or to any benefit to arise 


therefrom. 

In witness whereof, the said Secretary of War, for and on behalf of the United States, hath hereunto sub- 
(x. s.] seribed hisname, and affixed the seal of the War Ofiice of the United States; and the said Benjamin G, Orr 
and Aaron Greely have hereto set their hands and sea! the day and year first above written. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

BENJAMIN G. ORR. [r. s.] 

AARON GREELY. LL. s.] 


Sicned, sealed, and delivered in the presence of 
Dantet Parker. 
Georce Boyp. 


B. 


District or CotumBia, MP ashingfon County, ss: 

Benjamin Grayson Orr, of the firm of Orr and Greely, of the city of Washington, and contractor for supplying 
provisions to the northwestern army, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, saith, that 
understanding, some time in the winter of 1812-13, that the contract for the supply of the northwestern army had 
not been given to any one, that himself and Aaron Greely made proposals to the Secretary of War to undertake 
that duty, that these proposals were accepted of, and that on the 10th day of March following an agreement was 
signed, sealed, ‘and delivered by the Secretary and themselves, and bond, under the penalty of fifty thousand 
dollars, with ample security, given for their performance. 

In answer to that branch of the first interrogatory by the committee, propounded in the words, ** to what extent 
general officers have interfered prejudicial to the public interest or the rights of individuals,” it may be difficult to 
answer, and necessarily must, in degree, be founded on opinion and a multitude of minute and indescribable cireum- 
stances: however, I proceed to the duty with a firm resolution to attempt no discoloration or concealment of facts, 
ind no intrusion of matter in my opinion irrelevant to the subject. 

It is my opinion that Major General William Henry Harrison has interfered prejudicially to the public inter- 
‘st.and injuriously to individual rights, ever since he assumed the command of the northwestern army, and [ found 
hat opinion on the coincidence and agreement of every officer of the army and private citizen of the Western 
country who had an opportunity of knowing the facts, and with whom [ had an opportunity of conversing. 1 now 
speak of the supplies purchased and transported, before my contract commenced, by the agents of Government 
other than the contractors, but the accounts of the War Department, and information that may be derived from 
Judge Porter, will enable the committee to ascertain the correctness or incorrectness of this opinion. One evil con- 
sequent upon this mode of supply, that has and still jeopardizes the public interest, and in no small degree has and 
still affects the rights of the present contractors, is apparent and undeniable. I mean the uncertainty in which 
General Harrison was placed at any given time of the last Year of the real amount of these purchases, and of the 
real occasions there were for new. For instance, on the 6th day of January, 1813, he informs the Secretary of War, 
by an official letter, that ** provisions have been purchased, and are now in progress towards the rapids of Sandusky, 
vr ten thousand men for one year.” 

On the 22d of June he says, in a letter to me, ** [ cannot give you a correct statement of the provisions we have 
mn hands it is, however, sufficient to serve the whole of the troops to be employed within this district, and in the opera- 
tions against Detroit and Malden at least until the first of December next.” 

Again, on the 24th of June, in an oilicial letter to the Secretary of War, he tells him that ** Mr. Orr, the contrac- 
tor, asserts that he has purchased, or left money to purchase, a considerable quantity of provisions at Cleveland; 
this he ought not to have done, at least not to a greater amount than for the temporary supply of Cleveland and 
Lower Sandusky, as he knew of the immense supplies we had on our hands.” 

With this information, then, from so high and responsible a character as the commander-in-chief, is it to be 
wondered at that the Secretary refused adequate supplies of money to the contractors for the exigent circumstances 
in which they were placed, and that, superadded to a refusal, he destroyed their credit by protesting their drafts? 

To exemplify my meaning more clearly, I will state that, on the 19th day of May, at Franklinton, in Ohio, Gen- 
eral Harrison made a requisition upon the contractors to supply throughout the settlements of that State all recruit- 
ng marching parties, the Quartermaster’s Department, and the posts of Lower Sandusky and Cleveland imme- 
diately, an amount of rations which in their opinion would amount to twenty-five thousand dollars per month, and 
they having received in advance from the War Department only ten thousand. drew bills of exchange, to enable them 
to comply with this requisition, on the Secretary for this amount. ‘These bills were protested, and the contractors 
had to sustain all the loss and all the discredit towing from it. On calling on General Armstrong for his reasons 
for protesting their drafts, they were shown General Harrison’s letter of the 24th June, speaking of his immense 
supplies. ‘This I consider as one instance resulting from purchases by irresponsible commissaries that affected the 
rights of individuals directly, and led to effects injurious to the public interest. 

Contemporaneous with these events was another, which arising, as I believe. from the same cause, certainly 
aifected the rights of individuals. By reference to letter C it will be found that General Harrison, on the 19th of 
May, required the contractors to provide immediately, to issue at Lower Sandusky on the Ist of June, the com- 
mencement of their contract year, four hundred rations daily, which was faithfully attended to: they laid in pro- 
visions, procured the conveniences for issuing, bargained with agents to attend to the business, and left the post in 
perfect assurance that every thing was and would continue well. but in this just expectation they were disap- 
pointed, for on the 7th of July their provisions were thrown into the common, their agents deprived of all privileges, 
except that of calling on the contractors for their wages, their conveniences for issuing taken possession of by the 
commissary, and the contractors’ rights and authority wholly suspended. ‘The reason General Harrison assigned 
for this measure will be found in his letter tome of the 23d of June, and the contractors have to regret the loss of 
some hundreds of dollars, independent of the violation of their rights, inherent from the agreement, because General 
Harrison did not know, or was not explicit enough to let them know, that they were only temporarily charged with 
the duty of supplying that post. 

About the time of the preceding events General Armstrong desired that the whole of the public provisions should 
be delivered to the contractors, and I received General Harrison’s letter of the 20th of June on that subject, and 
repaired to head quarters on the 2Ist. In this interview General Harrison contended that I must pay the trans- 
portation from the then places of deposite to those intended for their consumption; that unless I assented to such 
his proposition, he would not deliver them to me, and that if I did the contractors should be charged with all such 
expenses from that evening. I protested against such charges as quite unusual and ruinous to the contractors, and 
nroposed to take them on the customary terms, and to leave it to the accounting oflicers of the Department and 
myself to settle on those terms, but this he declined; accordingly I was compelled to forego the advantage of receiv- 
ing the deposite, which has invariably accrued to all contractors in all other districts, rather than plunge myself and 
my securities in inevitable ruin. For instance, a barrel of flour is received by the contractors at the contract price of 
thirteen dollars and five cents, the commission he would get for assuming the risk of its spoiling, its wasting, or loss 
by ordinary means, would be one dollar sixty-two and a half cents, yet, superadded to this risk, the General con 
teuded that 1 must agree to pay six dollars from Norton, and three and a half from Upper to Lower Sandusky, on 
every barrel which Mr.Mukn (under contract) was engaged to carry, and which the United States’ teams should, after 
the evening of the conversation we had on the subject, transport. This decision of the General has inflicted great 
injuries on the contractors, and given occasion for the employment of a number of agents or commissioners, on 
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recount and in pay of the United States, that cannot but have produced the worst effects on the public interest. By 
this decision one important consideration was lost to the Government, and that was a correct knowledge, at a favor- 
able season, of the quantity, quality, and situation of the provisions on hand, in order that, correctly knowing what 
would be wanted, a seasonable and sufficient supply might have been provided; and this knowledge would have cer- 
tainly been obtained had General Harrison proceeded to execute the ordinary and facile duty of delivering to the 
contractors the stores on hand agreeable to General Armstrong’s instructions, or agreeable to the customary and 
equitable rule by which all other deposites in all other districts had been delivered over. ‘This decision of General 
Harrison was the more injurious to the contractors, as under it all the posts, or all but one, were kept from them 
when the price of the ration was twenty-five and twenty cents, whilst those of seventeen and eighteen cents, con- 
sisting almost entirely of recruiting rendezvous, were given in change to them. It is not for me to say how much 
the loss sustained by damaged provisions, by the pay and subsistence of the host of agents, bullock drivers, butchers, 
horsemen, commissaries, and the delinquency of some, no doubt, of each description, added to the inevitable waste 
and leakage in all large issues of provisions, amounted to more than the per centage agreed to be allowed the con- 
tractors—that information may be derived with more precision probably from the accountant’s office. 

I will resume the subject of my statement, in which f had progressed as far as the latter end ef June, and state to 
the committee that [ found the Secretary of War in July averse to making any advances for the purchase of pro- 
visions: he confided in General Harrison’s assurances that his supplies were immense, and no doubt suspected that 
the contractors, in their solicitude to purchase more, were influenced rather by seifish considerations than a desire 
to promote the public good. It was under this impression, probably, that he protested sixteen thousand dollars more 
of their drafts, and refused to give money to lay in stores for the future. In this state of ,things, persuaded 
that General Harrison was mistaken on this subject, [ addressed to the Secretary a letter cn the 4th of August, of 
which I give you a copy, marked H, No. 12, to shield the contractors from the consequences of want when that want 
could not be relieved by any means but that of the ruinous one of land carriage, over extensive wildernesses and 
impracticable roads. Having done this, and gotten of the Secretary ten thousand dollars for the ordinary expenses 
if the month of August, [ set out again for the army, and on the 22d of that month sent an express with General 
Harrison’s requisition of the 18th, requiring two hundred thousand rations to be provided at convenient points on 
the lake shore, for the use of the army on its arrival in Canada. On the Ist of September [ received another requi- 
sition for one hundred thousand rations more. to be sent to the mouth of Sandusky by the 10th of that month, both 
vf which were promptly complied with, and the latter in the space of eight days from its reception, although the 
distance it had to be transported was one hundred miles. ‘This done, | set out for head quarters at Seneca, and 
thence to Chilicothe, to get money to pay for the provisions bought for these occasions whilst at head quarters. I 
imparted to General Harrison the object of my journey to Chilicothe. and unknown to me, and contrary to truth, he 
wrote to the Secretary of War that the chief part of the provisions which [ had on hand, to comply with his requisi- 
tions, had been'* purchased with the money which he received for bills he drew on the War Departinent previously to 
his going to the seat of Government the last time.”” The fact is that none of them were paid for at the time of his 
writing that paragraph, nor until 1 had obtained money from the bank of Chilicothe, and had returned and disbursed 
it. What General Harrison’s object in thus intermeddling was I do not certainly know, but whether it was sinister 
or laudable, he missed of his aim, as the Secretary disregarded his information and paid the bills. 

It was on this visit to head quarters, that | heard of Mr. Piatt’s employment to purchase provisions for the main 
ody of the army. Before this, he had confined his interferences (or rather they had been confined by General Har- 
vison) to the posts north of the Indian boundary line, on the waters of the Miami of the Ohio, and of the lake, 
inder the plea that the General had authority to buy bread, to consume with his remaining meat, and meat, to con- 
sume with his remaining breads; under which, they successfully manceuvred to keep the contractors estranged from 
those the most profitable posts in their district, and to confine their attention to the recruiting and marching parties 
‘hrough the settled parts of the State. 

t asked General Harrison if it was true that he had authorized Mr. Piatt thus to interfere with the contractors 
in their business, in violation, as [ thought, of their agreement with the Secretary of War? He avowed he had; 
and contended that he had a right to have purchased as much of the exhausted parts of rations as would be con- 
sumed with those unexhausted: that, as the public stores had not been delivered to the contractors, it behooved him 
tov make the whole of the component parts of rations expire together. I complained that this interference rendered 
our contract null, defeated the intentions of Government, and produced a competition in the market that had raised 
the article of beef from twenty to forty per cent. higher than it had been previously purchased for. 

These interferences I consider as infractions of the agreement of the United States, and operating to the great 
injury of the contractors, as well as to themselves. For instance, large quantities of the beef bought by Mr. Piatt 
was killed at Portage mouth, and carried to Put-in-bay, in September last, spoiled on its passage, or betore it could 
be consumed after its arrival there, and thrown into the lake. But, previous to that, of the number first purchased, 
{ have heard many were lost before they reached Portage; and, afterwards, in driving three hundred and fifty-one 
head to Detroit, all were lest but one hundred and thirty-one. A thorough investigation inte this business will, 
probably, like many others, nay, indeed, all others of a like character, never take place; but I am well persuaded 
‘hat whatever rations or parts of rations that have been so supplied have been an additonal expense of from fifty to 
one hundred per cent. on the contract price—an unnecessary expense to the Government, as the contractors were 
ready and desirous to execute any of the General’s commands. 

‘The letter from General Harrison, at Amherstburg, on the 28th September, and my answer of the same date, 
marked G & H, are the next and last correspondence that has passed between General Harrison and the contrac- 
tors, and affords the first indication of the General’s consent that we should issue provisions to the army. I know 
not that he had received any instructions from the Secretary of War to authorize him anew, but believe that he had 
received none since his letter in May, on that subject. Assuming this asa fact, which can be easily ascertained, it 
occurred to me, that, if the General had authority to deliver the provisions of the public, then he had the same 
authority long before, and his not doing it was an exercise of power contrary to the Secretary’s will, and contrary 
to his instructions. ‘This privation, therefore, I consider as injurious to the contracters, and prejudicial to the pub- 
lic interest. 

t will now pass over the contention between the General and myself, on the, subject of transporting the provi- 
-ions deposited by his order along the United States’ side of lake Erie, and of his interference to prevent Commo- 
mnodore Elliot from sending them up to Detroit in the public vessels; and proceed to refer the committee to Gen- 
eral Cass’s letter of the 29th of October; my answers of the 4th and 6th of November; my letter to Captain Elliot 
of the 11th; General Cass’s two letters of the 5th, and my answer of the 16th of the same month; marked respec- 
tively, No. 16 J, No. 17 K, No. 18 L, No. 19 M, No. 20 N, No. 21.0, No. 22 P. This correspondence requires 
no comment from mes it is in itself sufficiently intelligible. The question now is, who is to pay tor, or rather to be 
charged with, the purchase money of the articles [ did not undertake to buy? and that, I presume, is a matter of 
idjustment between the accountant and myself. But what will come with propriety within the scope of your inqui- 
ries, is, an injury I believe I sustained, under the authority of General Cass, at Detroit. 

In the month of November, the provisions in the hands of the contractors at that place, which had arrived there 
partly from Portage, Fort Meigs, and Sandusky, belonging to the public, and partly from the places of deposite on 
the southern side of lake Erie, so often referred to, became so much exhausted that he could not issue complete 
rations; at which time, other provisions arriving belonging to the public, General Cass ordered the commissary to 
commence issuing, and turned the contractors’ agents out of doors. ; 

This circumstance, if the contractor had failed of any duty, or in executing any requisition which had been 
made on him, he would have been the first to have acquiesced in; but no such was, or could be, made against him; 
no requisition had been made on him to deliver one ration at Detroit; yet, in violation of the contract, he was use 
as before related, and suffered this privation for more than a month, with his agents on expenses, walking through 
the streets, and nothing to do. 
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But the most important effects of this employment of commissaries, this uncertainty of the stock on hand all 
summer, or this improvidence of the General in not calling for timely supplies at seasons when they could be made, 
or of all these causes combined, are now pressing with the greatest severity on the contractors, as well as on the 
army. The Secretary of War came to the conclusion, on his return from the northward, to put a stop to the 
drawing bills by one or the other—the contractor or commissariat must be protested: and, after ascertaining the 
sentiments of the President on the subject, the contractors’ bills were protested to the amount of sixty thousand 
five hundred dollars. ‘The consequence is, that, throughout the whole district, disappointment has been sustained. 
distrust has taken place of confidence, confusion of order and regularity. The sub-contractors for the supply ot 
the recruiting rendezvous withhold their abstracts, and refuse to supply longer: and General Harrison, apprised ot 
this circumstance, calling on the general contractors for large supplies, even at places he has always before refused! 
to let them issue at. ° 

A further consequence of these causes is, the distresses of the army at Detroit, Malden, and Sandwich; all the 
fall they have been fed with bread made of sour and musty flour, and now are reduced to half rations for a month: 
just belore the date of this affidavit, the troops were ordered by Colonel Butler on half rations of bread, and one 
and ahalf rations of meat. This state of things is, to be sure, extremely bad, but they are daily growing worse, 
and a disbandment of the army, as well as great public and private loss, must soon be the consequence, unless 
an immediate remedy is provided and supplied. 

I state, then, that General Harrison misstated the amount of his provisions on hand in January, 1813, and in June 
following; that this overrating, and the tenor of his letters to the Secretary on my subject, induced the Secretary t: 
protest the contractor’s drafts, and injure his credit. 

I state that he withheld from the contractors the public provisions, notwithstanding General Armstrong’s instruc- 
tions, and, under this plea, that all the posts north of the Indian boundary line were kept from them: that he em- 
ployed Mr. Piatt to purchase large quantities of provision for the use of the main army, without calling on the 
contractors to supply it; and that the issuing to the main army was never allowed to them till the 29th of Septem- 
ber: that it was taken from them again by General Cass, on the 16th of November, and not restored till the 21st 
of December. ‘That, notwithstanding the tenor of General Cass’s letter to me of the 5th of November, when he 
made the requisition for five hundred thousand rations, | have been represented to the Government as having 
failed to comply with my duty, and that bills have been drawn to pay for these purchases at extravagant prices. 
advising that their amounts be charged to the contractors. I state, then, that these bills coming in so fast, and te 
so great an amount, with their accompanying representations, have produced the protest of the contractors’ bills to 
a great amount, and has thrown the whole district into coniusion, and endangered the supply of every military pos: 
in it. 








I state further, that the contractors have received of the Government - ° - : $129,022 
And have rendered abstracts for about — - - - - =o - - 140,000 
That they have made other issues, for which abstracts have not come in, for — - - 100,000 
That the provisions in deposite, under General Harrison’s requisition, amount to . 20,000 

$260,000 











And that their provisions on hand at the different posts equal, in amount, those received from Government. 
: BENJ. G. ORR 
Wasrnunoton, March 21, 1814. 


District or CoLumBIA, 88: 

Personally appeared before me, Daniel Rapine, one of the Justices of the Peace in and for the District of Co 
lumbia, on the 21st day of March, in the year 1814, the within named Benjamin G. Orr, and, being duly sworr 
upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, did depose and say, that the foregoing statement is just and true. 
according to the best of his knowledge and belief, 

DAN. RAPINE. 
Cc. 
Statement of General Harrison. 
Cincinnati, December 20, 1815. 

In a letter which I had the honor to receive from Mr, Fisk, who was the chairman of a committee appointed, i: 
the spring of 1814, to inquire into the complaints of improper interferences with the contractors by the commanding 
generals, and which letter was dated August 3d, 1814, he says, that he “had formed an unfavorable opinion of me. 
trom some statements which had been made to the committee, supported by decuments, chiefly my own letters. 
substantiating the following facts, viz: that, in a letter addressed by me to the contractor, Mr. Orr, about the 24th ot 
June, 1813, L informed him that I had provisions enough on hand for fourteen thousand men for one year, that, about the 
24th of August of the same year, | made a large requisition upon him for supplies, which, in consequence of the former 
letter, he was unable to furnish, and that I had also caused large purchases to be made by the commissaries of the 
army after the said 24th of June, and that, notwithstanding all this, the army wanted provisions at Malden, and on the 
expedition to the Moravian towns.*’ Never was there a more artful combination of truth and falsehood than this state- 
ment contains. ‘The army did not want provisions at Malden; it remained at that place but one night. The troops 
had drawn provisions for that and the following day, and there were at least eighty thousand rations on board the vessels. 
at the wharfs, at the distance only of one hundred yards from the encampment. I should indeed but illy have de- 
served the situation which I occupied if I had invaded an enemy’s country without a single day’s provision for my 
troops. Could I, for a moment, have preserved the confi:lence of a single man in the army under such circumstances: 
What would have been the feelings of the volunteers, and their venerable and patriotic leader? Would not the lat- 
ter have denounced me immediately to the Government as entirely incompetent to the command? And yet Ido know 
that, notwithstanding the army did want provisions when operating on the Thames, so entirely evident was this 
want beyond any exertions of mine to prevent, that Governor Shelby, who was intimately acquainted with all my 
plans, and with the whole course of my conduct, has continued te speak of me, and to write of me, ina manner fa: 
(I must acknowledge) beyond either my merits or pretensions. His letters to the President will prove this. I shali 
advance nothing in this statement without adducing evidence in support of it, although the statement which I shal! 
make will be so consistent that I trust it would, of itself, have carried conviction to the minds of the committee. | 
ask them, therefore, to refer to my official account of the operations at Detroit, and upon the ‘Thames, in which it is 
stated, that the vessels which had been sent back from Malden for provisions had been driven to the lower end of the 
lake, by a storm, and that they had not arrived at that time, nor, indeed, did they arrive until after I had sailed for Buf- 
falo. Upon what, then, could the army, the prisoners, the Indians, with whom I was treating, and the inhabitants of 
Detroit, a part of whom I was obliged to supply, subsist from the 27th of September to the 12th or 15th of October, but 
upon the provisions which were taken over with the troops? I acknowledge that they were not well supplied, but 
the issues could not have been less than seven thousand rations per diem. From the following statement it wil! 
appear that the contractors, and not me, were to blame for thedeliciency of provisions, and that if | had relied entirely 
upon them the army would have starved. I cannot find, in any of my letters to the contractors, that [ ever said I 
had provisions for fourteen thousand men for one year. In the letter of the 20th of June, the paragraph in relation 
to this subject stands thus: ** there is, | imagine, full as much provisions on hand, the property of the United States, as 
will be wanted for the campaign, some fresh beef excepted.” 

In the letter of the 22d of June, I state, that * there will be quite provisions enough for all the troops that are te 
be employed at least until the Ist of December.”? The difference between the statements is, however, not at all! 
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material to the argument, since I broadly acknowledge that I not only directed the contractor to procure no pro- 
visions for the campaign, but complained to the Secretary of War that he had made considerable purchases at Cleve- 
land. By referring toa map of the State of Ohio, the movements of the northwestern army on the three lines of 
operation leading from the first to the second military base, may be traced as follows, viz: the right line ascending 
the Sciota river from Delaware, and descending Sandusky river to Upper and then to Lower Sandusky. ‘The 
left taking the direction of that branch of the Miami of the Ohio which interlocks with the Miami of the lake, 
crossed the Portage between them, and descended the latter river to Fort Meigs. ‘I'he centre line pursued the 
route of General Hull from Urbana by Forts Manary, M’Arthur, and Finlay, to Fort Meigs. I shall advance 
nothing in this statement but what is supported by an original document sent with it, or which will be confirmed by the 
persons to whom I shall refer, and who are within reach of the committee. For the quantity of provisions on hand 
at the date of my letter to Mr Orr, 24th of June, see original returns of the commissaries, marked No. 1. [ 
have no return by me of the quantity of provisions on hand at Fort Meigs in June, 1813, but the deposition of Captain 
Oliver, the commissary accompanying this, will furnish it. My estimate is eight hundred barrels of flour and a 
much larger quantity of meat. If this estimate is correct, we have on the left and centre lines, and at Fort Meigs, which 
terminated them, flour equal to nine hundred and forty thousand rations, and half that number of rations of salted 
meat. ‘lhe above provisions were purchased by my order; those on the left wing, amounting to nineteen hundred 
thousand rations, were purchased under a particular order from the Secretary of War. These facts can be ascer- 
tained by reference to the War Office and Colonel Morrison, aud the honorable Mr. Creighton. Admitting that of 
this quantity there had been consumed, on the 24th of June, 1813, four hundred thousand rations, which is a large 
allowance, there will remain for this line, one million five hundred thousand of all the component parts of the ration, 
meat excepted, for a considerable quantity of the meat procured for this line had been driven to Fort Meigs in the 
preceding winter, and there salted. 

From these facts it will be admitted that, on the 22d of June, 1813, [ was authorized to say we had provisions 
enough on hand for the campaign. But by what sad reverses were these bright prospects so blasted that it became 
necessary to purchase more provisions, and in August to call upon the contractors fora large supply? From the 
aflidavit of Mr. Piatt, and from the personal evidence which he will give to the committee, it will be seen that it is 
not true that provisions were purchased by the commissaries of the army after the month of June, and before the 
month of September, excepting some beef catile, to no great amount, to make the other component parts of the 
rations on hand complete rations. ‘The call upon the contractor was rendered necessary from the following circum- 
stances: ‘The provisions on the left line were brought from the Miami country, and deposited at St. Mary’s on the 
river of that name, and at Amanda, on the Anglaize, (called on the map ‘Tawa town,) and boats were prepared at 
each of those places to take them to fort Meigs. ‘The greater part of the boats were ready upon the arrival of 
General Clay’s brigade of Kentucky militia in the latter end of April, and by that officer very properly taken to 
convey his troops to the relief of fort Meigs, then besieged by the enemy. Part of the flour was, however, taken 
down as far as fort Winchester, and there left, that the troops might be unincumbered with it in their approach to 
the enemy. Alter the siege of fort Meigs was raised, orders were given to provide other boats at St. Mary’s and 
Amanda, (those which had descended could not be taken back,) and when I wrote to the contractors, on the 22d of 
june, I had still strong hopes that, by the usual recurrence of a fresh at that season, the provisions might be brought 
down. In this hope | was, however, disappointed. Mr. Piatt knows better than I do how much of it reached fort 
Meigs. My own belief is, that a very few barrels of that which was deposited at fort Winchester arrived, and that 
ina damaged state. Very early in the spring, a large deposite of flour had been made at fort Meigs; to that place, 
also, large droves of hogs and beeves were driven from Urbana and Franklinton. The preservation of this provi- 
sion engaged my early and particular attention. The flour was put under cover before the sick were sheltered in 
any other way than vy tents; barrels were ordered to be prepared for the pork and beef; but, as it was necessary to 
sait it before these could be made ready, the meat was put in large vats which were deemed safe, as ship carpenters 
were employed to make and calk them. Notwithstanding all my personal care and attention, however, a great 
part of the flour as well as the meat spoiled. During the siege of fort Meigs the covering of the flour was destroyed 
vy the enemy’s shot, and a great number of the barrels shattered, and the whole exposed to the continued rains 
which fell for several weeks. Apprised of this circumstance, I directed that it should be overhauled, sifted, and 
repacked, and as much as possible baked into biscuit. ‘This business was in full operation when the enemy made 
their second appearance, and caused it to be suspended. Upon the final report of the state of the provisions at fort 
Meigs in August, [ found that a considerable quantity of the flour had been destroyed. A great deal of the salted 
meat was also spoiled, supposed to be occasioned by the shot from the enemy’s batteries causing the reservoirs to 
leak. ‘The garrison, too, had been obliged to use the salt meat contrary to my intention, as the communication was 
intercepted, and the fresh beef could not be taken to them. The supplies upon the right wing had also suffered 
very materially. ‘I'he flour was principally purchased in the neighborhood of Chilicothe, trom whence it was taken 
in wagons to Franklinton, Delaware; from those places to Norton; from Norton to Upper Sandusky, and from 
that to Lower Sandusky. From these repeated changes of the carriages, {rem the frequent loading and unloading, 
and from the excessive badness of the roads, the barrels were much broken, and the militia officers, who command- 
ed at the several depots, were not as attentive as they ought to have been in the construction of sheds to keep them 
‘vom the weather. From these causes the greater part of the flour was much injured, although it was all examined, 
and the sound part separated from that which was damaged and repacked; the loss was very considerable. The con- 
sumption upon this wing was also unexpectedly increased to an enormous amount from the nuinber of the Ohio 
militia which turned out to repel the second invasion of the enemy, and from the unnecessary retention of two 
thousand of them at Upper Sandusky, after the enemy had retired. On the 18th of August I had ascertained that 
there would be a deficiency of salted provisions in the public depots, and as I knew that the contractors had a 
quantity of that article at Cleveland, which they never had been required to purchase, I addressed a letter to their 
agent, requiring of them two hundred thousand rations of salt meat for the consumption of the troops when in 
Canada. 1 did not at that time suppose that the flour would be wanted; but as it would have been unjust to have 
obliged the contractors to furnish the salted meat, which was then scarce, and upon which they would probably 
lose, i gave them the option of furnishing the other parts of the ration or not, as they pleased. See the original 
draught of my letter, (No. 2,) and Mr. Greely’s answer, (No. 3,) enclosing the return of provisions on hand at 
Cleveland, by which it will appear that they had at that time upwards of three-fourths of the whole quantity de- 
manded. It is true that Mr. Orr (see his letter, No. 4,) contradicts the statement of his partner, Mr Greely; but 
the reason of his doing so was soon explained. Upon his arrival at head quarters, about the 7th of September, he 
stated to me that the Secretary of War would not pay his draughts unless they were sanctioned by me upon an 
estimate of the cost of provisions which I might require of him. I agreed to authorize his drawing, upon his sub- 
mitting an estimate. His letter and estimate, (No. 5,) will show that he wished the Government to advance the 
whole cost of the three hundred thousand* rations which had been required of him, although he had on hand the 
greater part of the amount purchased with funds that had been placed in his hands when he took the contract. I 
refused to sanction his drawing, for more than a reasonable advance upon the provisions which were then to be pur- 
chased. ‘The whole affair was explained to the Secretary of War in a letter of the 8th of September. This refusal 
of mine to suffer Orr to draw for sixty thousand dollars to purchase one hundred and thirty-five thousand rations, 
(which was the quantity wanted to make up the three hundred thousand which were required, ) gave the first shock 
to the good understanding which had subsisted between us, and my taking him severely to task, when the army 
was crossing the lake, for not providing vessels to transport his provisions, entirely destroyed it. 

From the foregoing statement it will, I trust, be acknowledged that, in June, 1813, I was authorized to say that 
there was sufficiency of provisions in the public stores for the contemplated campaign, and that there was nothing 
unjust towards the contractors, or injurious to the public interests, in the demand of three hundred thousand rations 
in the latter end of August, since | knew that the greater part was on hand. I acknowledge that, at the time I 


*On the 29th of August, I had, in consequence of Mr. Greely’s letter, increased the demand from two to three hundred 
thousand rations. (See my letter, No. 6.) 
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gave the order, I thought it probable that all the saited meat required could not be procured, and certainly [ should 
not have blamed the contractors for not performing impossibilities. The troops did not suffer because this provisior: 
was net purchased, but they were stinted in their supplies at Detroit, because the contractors did not (as they 
miglit have done) procure the means of transporting their provisions across the lake. ‘The demand for the three 
huadved thousand rations was made to render ** security more sure; a maxim that should be constantly in the mind 
of every general when providing for the subsistence of his army in a wilderness, or in an exhausted country. How 
inany in other respects well-planned enterprises have failed from neglecting it. The great King of Prussia, who. 
above all other generals, was famous for ascertaining the subsistence of his army, failed in an attempt upon Olmutz. 
in the seven years’ war, because for once he trusted to a single resource. Had he succeeded in this attempt, he 
might, in a few weeks aiter, have dictated the terms of peace to the Empress Queen in her capital. But, without 
recurring to remote examples, our own annals furnish a fatal instance of the neglect of this maxim. General Wil- 
kinson says that he was unable to take Montreal in the fall of 1813, because he was not joined by the cerps under 
General Hampton; and the latter general asserts that he could not form the desired junction for want of provisions. 

I have never heard that the retention of the provisions, purchased by the agents of the United States in the 
hands of their commissaries after the commencement of Mr. Orr’s contract, formed a part of his complaints 
against me. [f such should be the case, however, Colonel Morrison will give the committee the most satisiactory 
information wpon the subject. It was in pursuance of his advice that [ prescribed the terms upon which the provi- 
sions should be delivered, and which were refused by Mr. Orr. 

Mr. Orr has asserted that he cleared one hundred thousand dollars by the contract, and that, but for me. he 
would have made three hundred thousand. (See the depositions of Captain Reed, late assistant deputy quarter- 
master general and three other gentlemen, marked No, 6.] [ know of no act of mine that could have operated so inju- 
ricus!y to the interesfs of the contractors, unless in the two instances in which their entire failure to supply the 
troops was corrected by purchases made by the oflicers of the United States. Upon my return into the district, ir 
January, 1814, Captain Oliver, the commissary, waited on me to inform me that he was then employed, under ar 
order from Brigadier General Cass. in purchasing provisions for the treops at Detroit, who were almost in a starving 
situation in consequence of the negiect of the contractors to comply with General Cass’s requisitions. I approved 
of the order which had been given by General Cass, and his successor, in the command of Detroit, Colone! Bui- 
ler, and directed Captain Oliver to continue his exertions to execute them. (See the deposition of Captain Oliver. 
No. 7.) Lhad scarcely disposed of this affuir, when [ was alarmed by the intelligence received from Major Gene- 
ral Gano, of the Ohio militia, to whom was entrusted the defence of Lower Sandusky and Put-in-bay, at the latte: 
of which lay the prize ships taken from the enemy, that the troops at those places were supplied with provisions 
from hand to mouth, there being scarcely a barrel of flour in store, and that his utmost exertions to procure a supply 
from the contractors had been unavailing. (See the deposition of General Gano, No. 8.) The matter was si 
urgent that no time was to be lost. Captain Oliver was, therefore, instructed to make a contract for the delivery 
of forty thousand rations, at Lower Sandusky, with the utmost possible despatch, to make the best bargain hx 
could for the interests of the contractors, but to give a price which would insure the delivery of the provisions. 
W hat less couid have been done in the two cases here mentioned? Should [ have countermanded the orders giver. 
by General Cass and Colonel Butler, by the execution of which alone the important posts of Detroit and Malden 
could be preserved, or should [have ‘permitted the enemy te retake the ships in harbor, at Put-in-bay, which would 
have enabled them again to contend for the superiority on the lakes, for fear that L should deprive Mr. Orr of the 
opportunity of making three hundred thousand dollars instead of one hundred thousand? 

In order to gain credit to his complaints of persecution [rom me, it was conceived to be necessary by Mr. Orr and 
his iriends to assign some motive for it, and they have chosen to account for it by supposing a partiality, on my part, 
towards Mr. John H, Piatt,the Deputy Commissary General. As this officer was allowed a certain per centum 
upon his expenditures, his emolument, consequently. increased by every order to purchase provisions. ‘The con- 
tractors were made to fail, in order that business might be thrown in Piatt’s hands: and ! believe that it has been 
more than insinuated that we divided the spoil. By referring to Mr. Piatt’s deposition, No. 9, it will be seen, and 
the fact can be verified by his accounts which have been passed at the War Office, that after the commencement 
of Orr’s contract, Piatt never received an order from me to purchase any provisions, but in a single instance, and 
that was some bee! cattle for the purpose of making the flour and other component parts ef the rations in the hands 
of the United States commissaries complete rations. ‘The order for the purchases to remedy the failure of the 
contractors at Detroit and Malden, in the winter of 1813-14, was given when | was out of the district, first by 
Genera! Cass, and afterwards by Colonel Butler, that for the supply of Sandusky and the Bass islands'was commit- 
ted to Captain Oliver. ‘To give color to ny supposed subserviency to the interests of Mr. Piatt, it has, [under- 
stand, been asserted that I drew him from obscurity to place him in the lucrative office which he filled. This story 
is just as false as the inference thatis drawn from it. 1 was a perfect stranger to Mr. Piatt when I found him upon 
the frontiers of this State acting as purchasing commissary under an appointment from General Hull. I continued 
him in opposition to the claims of a friend of eighteen years” standing, because I was informed that he had given great 
satisfaction to Hull’s army by his zeal and industry. (See certificates of Generals ‘Taylor, Findlay, and Colop:el Jesup, 
marked No.10). With Mr. Piatt { never had any connexion, but in the relation of commanding general and commissary, 
in my life. [Hf examined upon oath by the committee he will testify that all the pecuniary transactions which ever 
passed between us were my renting a house from him in Cincinnati for my family, for which he charged me more 
than the prececing tenant had paid: his purchasing two yoke of oxen from my farm after 1 had left the army. 
and a book account of fifty dollars, principally for articles furnished my family in my absence. In a case of this 
kind, where even the suspicion of improper conduct would be nearly as fata! to my character as a conviction of guilt. 
all cdclicacy should be laid aside and the affair examined to the bottom. It is, therefore, my earnest wish that Col- 
one] Morison, Mr. Piatt, and such other officers as served under me. who'are within reach of the committee, may 
be required to testiiy not only as to the facts, but to declare their opinion and the general impressions existing in 
the army. It would be very difficult to exhibit positive proof of the corruption of a commanding general. but 
there are a thousand circumstances which might come to the knowledge of those about him which would be quite as 
convincing as the most authentic document. 1 do not indeed think it would be wrong to make all public officers 
account for any sudden increase of wealth. ‘To show that this has not been my case, | have procured the deposition 
of General Findlay and Mr. Burnett, to show that I left the army poorer than when I entered it, and that f have 
since been obliged to have recourse to loans to put my farm ina situation to support my family. The high charac- 
ters of these gentlemen will be vouched for by all the Ohio delegation. 

I have no claim to push the investigation | have solicited further than is necessary to my own defence, but if 
with a view to a befter understanding of the operations which may be necessary in a future war, the House of Re- 
presentatives should determine to give greater scope to the Inquiry, the result will, I am sure, prove the correctness 
of the places which were adopted for the support of the Northwestern army, and that the actual cost of the supplies 
will bear a favorable comparison with that of any other army which preceded it in the same tract, or with those 
which, in the late war,were employed in other sections of the country. I do not consider myself, however, responsi- 
bie for the amount of money which may have been expended by the army under my command, excepting as to its faith- 
ful application, so far as that depended on me. Lam, indeed, ignorant of the amount. All that my duty required me 
to know, was, thatit was as little as possible, to give security to the measures which I was directed to pursue. My 
opinion may differ from many, with regard to the quantum of supplies necessary to produce that security, and 1 may 
perhaps be blamed for having ordered them to be provided on a scale unnecessarily large. It cannot, however, be 
by those who are acquainted with the country which was the scene of our operations, or who will recollect that the 
army under General St. Clair was ina starving condition when it was defeated, and that of General Wayne, afte: 
a preparation of two and a half years, was scarcely able, upon very reduced allowance, to reach the point of its des- 


tination. 
WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, 
Late Major General in the United States army. 
Cincinnati, December 20, 1815. 




















isi.] INQUIRY INTO THE CONDUCT OF GENERAL HARRISON. — 653 





No. 1. 


Report of provisions remaining at different posts on the centre and left wing of the northwestern army, (the pur- 
chases of John H. Piatt, Deputy Purchasing Commissary,) on the 24th day of June, 1813. 




















Names of posts. Bbls. Bbls. Bbls. | Bbls. | Bbls. | Pounds | Boxes} Boxes 
Flour. | Biscuit. |Whiskey., Salt. | Pork. | Bacon. | Soap. | Candles. 
| 
Fort Winchester, | 1,209 - 247 119 13 | 20,000} 10 18 | Part of the flour damaged, 
being sunk in the river 
after leaving Amanda 
and St. Mary’s, and for 
the want of proper care 
after it arrived at Fort 
Winchester. 
Fort Jennings, - 26 - 34 | 15 - 600 - 1 | Good order, 
Amanda, - - 400 20 69 45 - {110,000} 14 23 Do. 
St. Mary’s, - 106 83 9 z| - 8,000 3 6 Do. 
Loramies, - | 1,590 « 153 . 15 ° 5 5 Do. 
Greenville, - - 90 - - - 18,360 - - Do. 
Piqua, - - 332 - 28 6 - 1,200 8 4 Do. 
Dayton, - -| 163 - 25 3 ; 4,000 | 6 4 De. 
Fort Findlay, = - 60 - 30 50 - 500 | 28 . Do. 
Fort M' Arthur, - 536 ° 43 14 a i 2] 12 Do. 
4,422 193 6074 2524 | 28 |162,660; 95 73 | Total amount. 


























At all the abovementioned posts I have appointed issuing commissaries, agreeably to your excellency’s order, at 
thirty dollars per month, who will take every necessary care, until your excellency may think proper to give the 
provisions into the hands of the contractors. 

JOHN H. PIATT. 


Dear Sir: Cincinnati, June 30, 1813, 


Having made the necessary arrangements, I returned io this place on the 28th, and shall take every possible 
care to have the provisions in my charge taken care of, and issued in the proper manner. I have now ready two hun- 
dred and twenty-five beeves, taken up at Manary’s block-house, which shall be forwarded whenever your excel- 
‘ency thinks proper to give the order. Your family are in good health. 

have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. PIATT. 
His Excellency Major General Wituram H. Harrison. 


No. 2. 


Heap Quarters, Sensca Town, 4ugust 18, 1813. 
SIR: 

As you have reported yourself to me as the authorized agent of the contractor, I must request that you take 
immediate measures for having two hundred thousand rations of salted pork or bacon prepared at Cleveland, San- 
dusky, or some other place on the lake, to be used when the army shall arrive on the Canada shore. Should you 
think proper to supply the other component parts, and make the two hundred thousand complete rations, you are 
at liberty to do so." You have the flour at Cleveland, and as it will not be wanted there,*it can be used for the 
above purpose; however, the pork must be procured at any rate. 

I am, very respectfully, your humble servant, 
WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 
Masor Perer G. Voornies, 4gent for Orr and Greely. 


No. 3. 


Camp Harrison, CLEVELAND, 4ugust 25, 1813. 

SiR 

I have taken the liberty to send you enclosed a correct statement of the component parts of rations at this 
time ready to be delivered in good order along the lake coast, on the navigable waters within this district; the 
principal part of which are at this place. All the component parts of the rations can be delivered almost exclusively 
at this post immediately, except the salted pork, which will fall short of the two hundred thousand rations about 
thirty thousand; this deficiency is not in the country, neither can it be procured in time at this season of the year. 
If you should think it proper to take salted beef in lieu of this deficiency, | have the barrels and salt on hand, and 
can deliver to you five hundred barrels prime beef, in good order, and warranted to keep good until the first of May 
next. Ten days’ notice will be sufficient. I have contracted for ten thousand pounds of bacon: the time in which 
it was to be delivered has expired since the 20th instant. I expect it every day, and am confident it will be here 
in time. 

I have anumber of bakers employed in baking biscuit, of which"I can immediately furnish you with fifty 
thousand rations, warranted to keep -" for one year. Colonel Orr’s long stay in the city of Washington pre- 
vented my returning here before you left this to attend to your ord rs. 

I experience a very serious difficulty for the want of stores for the provisions. Was Mr. Duncan Reed, the 
acting Deputy Quartermaster, more attentive to his business a few boards might be procured to cover those provis- 
ions which are now lying exposed to the storms on the lake shore, and the evil ina great degree be remedied. 
The regiment of Pennsylvania militia, under the command of Colonel Rees Hill, amounting to about six hundred 
and fifty men, will arrive here on Sunday next. I shall ever endeavor at all times to obey you and comply with 
your re uisitions, and exert myself for the good of the public service. 

q I am, with pleasure, respectfully your obedient humble servant, 
AARON GREELY. 
His Excellency Witiiam H. Harrison, 

Major General commanding the Northwestern Army. 
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Return of provision now deposited at different places on the shore of Lake Erie, for the use of the northwestern 
army, by Benjamin G. Orr and Aaron Greely, contractors. August 25, 1813. 




















PORK. | FLOUR. | WHISKEY. SOAP. CANDLES. VINEGAR, SALT. 
ee oe 
Bbls} Rations. |Bbls Rations. | Gall Rations. | Lbs. | Rations. | Lbs. | Rations. | Galls. | Rations. |Bbls} Rations. _—— o- 
sited. 
| | 
~_| | we 
513 |136,458 761 | 132,920 | 1,933 | 61,856 | 2,000} 50,000 | 350 | 23,333 | 1,100]110,000 | 65 |520,000 | Cleveland. 
7| 1,862 | 97 | 16,878} 66] 2,112]/- -|- -|- -]- -]- -] -  - {| 101] 80,000 | Huron. 
18 | 4,788 | 80 | 13,972 |3,000 | 96,000}- -}- -|- -}- -]- -|- -1 -|-” < | Grand River. 
6 1,596 | 25 | 4,366 }- -| - -}- -}- -]- -]- -]- -]-  .] - |---| Vermilion. 












































544 |144,704 963 |168,136 '4,999 |159,968 | 2,000| 50,000 | 350 | 23,333 | 1,100]110,000 | 75 |600,000 
\ | 


i } ! 








ORR AND GREELY, 
Contractors for the Northwestern army. 


No. 4. 
CLEVELAND, August 29, 1813. 
Sir: 

Major Voorhies’s solicitude induced him to go from this place to the different settlements in the reserve, in 
quest of salted provisions, to comply with your requisition for two hundred thousand rations, but almost entirely 
without success; there is none to be bought of any account, and that dispersed, in every direction, in small quanti- 
ties of one, two, and three barrels ata place. What aggravates this state of the case is, that I have found, upon 
examination to-day with Major Voorhies, that Mr. Greely’s report to you of the 25th is very erroneous. Instead 
of five hundred and thirteen barrels of pork, which he states are in store at this place, we find only three hundred 
and seven; nor do I[ believe it will be practicable to obtain, in any short time, a quantity which will increase this 
amount to more than four hundred barrels. Mr. Greely, I observe, has written you also that he can furnish, upon 
ten days’ notice, beef for the alleged deficiency, which he will warrant to keep till May next. Itis my opinion, and 
Major Voorhies’, that at this season beef could not be saved, and at any rate, as they are yet to be procured, they 
could not be brought here at so short a notice. In short, in no respect can I see that any dependence should be placed 
in his report; and a fear that you may be misled induces me te write so plainly. Whatever you wish to be done, 
that can be done, you may rely shall be assiduously attended to; but I cannot suffer you to be beguiled into a confi- 
dence that will certainly be deceptious. 

Major Voorhies will probably leave this on the 31st, with Colonel Hill’s regiment of Pennsylvania militia, with 
as much of the pork as the boats can carry; by him, I shall write you more fully, who likewise will be able to give you 
explicit and detailed accounts of the reasonable calculations that may be founded on supplies from this quarter. 

He will go with the capacity, the integrity, and the disposition, to render every service in the present emergency 
that any one can possess; and in the execution of your commands, every assistance in my power shall be given him. 

Great delay at the War Office, and a severe bilious fever, has detained me longer from the district than I ex- 
pected. Major Voorhies will explain fully. Meanwhile, 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem, sir, your most obedient servant, 

BENJAMIN G. ORR. 

Major Generar Harrison. 

No. 5. 
Seneca Towns, September 7, 1813. 
SiR: 

When in Washington lately, on the subject of the protested drafts of the contractors, I urged to the Secretary 
of War the necessity of devising some means to prevent the recurrence of events so fatal to their credit, and possi- 
bly injurious to the public interest. Unable to ascertain what the wants of the army you command might be, and 
unwilling to give to any one the power of drawing ad libitum on the public treasury, he told me [ must submit to 
you an estimate of the cost of each requisition that might be made on me, for which, when approved of by you as 
reasonable, I might draw, without danger of protest. Fear this purpose, I now enclose you a view of what I suppose 
the current issues to recruiting and marching parties through the State of Ohio, for the present month, will amount 
to, as well as the recent requisition for three hundred thousand rations, for the proposed invasion of the enemies’ 
country. I hope you will find it satisfactory; and that, notwithstanding the want of instruction from the Secretary 
on the subject, as it does not increase your responsibility, you will not decline this the Secretary’s own arrange- 
ment. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
BENJAMIN G. ORR. 

Major Genera Harrison. 


The Contractors’ estimate. 


[ suppose the current issues to recruiting and marching parties throughout the State of Ohio will, for 


the month of September, amount to - - . « . s - - $5,000 

Three hundred thousand rations recently required for the army, in its operations against the enemy, I 
suppose will cost - - - - - - - - - $55,000 
$60,000 


Seneca Towns, September 7, 1813. 
The above estimate, amounting to sixty thousand dollars, is respectfully submitted to the consideration of General 


Harrison. 
BENJAMIN G. ORR, 
one of the contractors for the 8th military district. 


' No. 6. 
Hamitron County, State of Ohio, ss: 


Personally appeared before me, John Mahard, Justice of the Peace in and for said county, James Reed, who, 
being sworn agreeable to law, deposeth and sayeth, that. some time in the month of May, 1814, he, the deponent, 
was in company with Benjamin G, Orr, then army contractor within the 8th military district. This deponent, being 
in conversation with the said Benjamin, asked the said Benjamin if he, the said Benjamin, would clear any amount 
by the contract for supplying the army? ‘The said Benjamin informed this deponent that he, the said Benjamin, would 
clear one hundred thousand dollars, and probably something rising of that sum; and if it had not been for General 
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Harrison, he, the said Benjamin, would have cleared three hundred thousand dollars; and, further this deponent 

sayeth that Mr. John Ragues, (agent for the said Benjamin,) informed this deponent that the said Benjamin would 

clear by the contract between eighty and one hundred thousand dollars, and further this eam ye 
MES REED. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 29th day of July, 1815. 
JOHN MAHARD, J. P. 


Srate oF Onto, Cuyahoga County, ss: 


Personally appeared Aikin Sexton before me, Horace Perry, a Justice of the Peace for said county, and being duly 
sworn, upon his oath saith, that some time in the month of May, 1814, he, the deponent, heard Benjamin G. Orr, con- 
tractor for the northwestern army, say, that he, the said Benjamin, had made by said contract one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, and that he should have made three hundred thousand dollars if it had not been for the conduct of 
General Harrison, and that the above observations of the said Benjamin were made in a public company where the 
deponent was present, and further this deponent saith not. 

AIKIN SEXTON. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this 11th day of September, 1815, 
HORACE PERRY, Justice of Peace. 


Srate or On1o, Geaugua County, ss: 


Personally appeared Eli Bond, Esquire, before me, Solomon Kingsbury, a Justice of Peace in and for said county, 
and being sworn agreeable to law, deposeth and saith, that he, the deponent, was, in the year 1813, agent for Benja- 
min G. Orr and Aaron Greely, then army contractors within the eighth military district, that he, the deponent, 
heard the said Benjamin G. Orr repeatedly say, that he, the said Benjamin, had made, or would make, by the said 
contract one hundred thousand dollars and upwards, and if it had not been for the conduct of General Harrison, he, 
the said Benjamin, would have made three hundred thousand dollars, and further this deponent ay 


I BOND. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 16th day of October, 1815. 
SOLOMON KINGSBURY, Justice of Peace. 


State oF Onto, Geaugua County, ss: 


Personally appeared Elisha Norton, Esquire, before me, Solomon Kingsbury, a Justice of the Peace in and for 
said county, and being duly sworn, upon his oath saith, that, some time in the spring of 1814, he, the deponent, heard 
Benjamin G. Orr, contractor for the northwestern army within the eiglith military district, say, that he, the said Ben- 
jamin, had made or would make by said contract one hundred thousand dollars and upwards, and that he should have 
made three hundred thousand dollars if it had not been for the conduct of General Harrison, and further this depo- 


nent saith not. 
ELISHA NORTON. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 16th day of October, 1815, 
SOLOMON KINGSBURY, Justice of Peace. 


No. 7. 


I was appointed special commissary by Major General W. H. Harrison in August, 1813, and served in that capacity 
during his command of the district. I never thought General Harrison disposed to oppress the contractors, without 
the interest of the service imperiously demanded it. Mr. Benjamin G. Orr, one of the contractors, complained of 
injuries done him by General Harrison; | knew of none. 

The flour part of sixty thousand rations deposited at Lower Sandusky, in February and March, 1814, on account 
of the contractors, by order of General Harrison, was necessary for the maintenance of Put-in-bay, Portage, and 
Lower Sandusky. 

General Harrison never had any private interest in the disbursement of the public funds that passed through my 
hands, nor did any thing ever come to my knowledge to induce a belief that he had any concern or interest in the 
expenditures of any of the staff officers. 

The following was the quantity of flour on hand at Fort Meigs on the 7th of May, 1813; (first siege of the British.) 





. United States, _° - .° - - - - - 4744 barrels 
Mr. Spencer Ball, in store, - - - - - . - 325° 
7994 147,911 rations. 


Mr. Ball’s flour in store, afterwards used by the United States troops, was part ofa contract with Mr. Buford, 
deputy commissary. ; 

The investment of Fort Meigs, April and May, 1813, by the British, made it necessary te stop all provisions des- 
tined for that post during such a state of things, in consequence of which about three thousand barrels of flour, with 
other components, were deposited at Fort Winchester on 2d, 3d, and 4th of May, 1813. Nearly all the boats that 
had conveyed those provisions to Winchester were taken by General Clay, for the transport of his troops from 
thence to Meigs, leaving the provisions behind without the means of transportation. And in the first place, leaving 
head St. Mary’s navigation and Amanda on the Anglaize with much less provisions than the vessels were first 
designed to carry, owing to General Clay’s troops descending the St. Mary’s and Anglaize on board the same crafts. 


WILLIAM OLIVER, /ate Special Commissary 8th. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Cincinnati, the 21st December, 1815, 
7 JOHN MAHARD, Justice of Peace. 
o. 8. 


Tue Srare or Onto, Hamilton County, Corporation of Cincinnati, ss: 


Be it remembered, that, on the 6th day of January, A. D. 1816, John S. Gano, Major General of the first 
division, personally appeared before me, William Corry, mayor of the town of Cincinnati, who being duly sworn, 
did depose and say, that he commanded the forts and military posts on the northern frontier of State of Ohio, and 
Put-in-bay island, in the winter of 1813 and 1814, and on receiving returns of the quantity of provision at the differ- 
ent posts, it was found that the provision would fall very short of supplying the troops stationed and passing; and in 
consequence thereof, he ordered the contractors to furnish more provision, And from information received from the 
contractors’ agent and others, he found that no certain calculation could be made on receiving provision from them; 
and some of the posts then were very short of provision; consequently, the situation of the posts was reported to 
General Harrison after his return to the district, urging the necessity of a supply of provisions to such posts, which 
this deponent considered of very great importance, as the letters from him, this deponent, will more fully show, and 


further he saith not. : 
JOHN S. GANO. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, the 6th day of January, Anno Domini 1816. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand and affixed the seal of the said corporation the day and year 


above written. 
WILLIAM CORRY, Mayor. 








656 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [1816. 








Heap Quarters, 0. M. Lower Sanpusky, January 17, 1814. 


Drar GENERAL: 

The disagreeable news from below occasions me to have great anxiety for the vessels at Put-in-bay. I proceeded 
a few days ago to Portage, in order to cross to see their situation; the ice prevented my going by water and was not 
sufficient to bear. I have, however, been relieved by a visit from Lieutenant Champlain, and Doctor Eastman of the 
navy, who came up the night before last and returned yesterday; they came over on the ice, though it was very thin in 
places. The Lieutenant informs me he has ten seamen and forty soldiers, and has his vessels and guns so prepared, 
that, in case of an attack, he can bring about forty to bear from on board and a small block-house, on the rocky point 
of land near the vessels. I shall, by his request, and my own opinion of the necessity of the measure, send a reinforce- 
ment of about thirty of the regulars from Seneca, as soon as the ice is sufliciently strong to bear them. At the fort 
at Portage [ have one hundred militia, which may render them some assistance if necessary: my troops are very much 
scattered, and I believe every post is in a tolerable state of defence. The troops have had immense fatigue since they 
have been out, they are now more healthy, and appear in better spirits since two months’ pay has come on, though 
nothing will induce them to continue longer than their term of service, which expires on the last of next month. 
Majors Vance and Meek arrived three days ago from Detroit, and have an exalted opinion of the vigilance and 
arrangements of Colonel Butler; the oflicers Captains Holmes and Hill, commanding Malden and Sandwich, have 
put themselves in the best possible state of defence. A detachment under the command of Major Smiley has gone 
up the river Thames. The militia at Detroit are discontented, a number sick, some dead, &c. I have been hawk and 
buzzard as tosupplies—the commissary and contractor—and I fear that with all the exertions that can be made some 
of the posts must suffer; at Meigs no flour, and two or three other posts in nearly the same situation. I called 
on the contractors and urged the necessity of immediate supplies, but [ cannot rely on their promises. The want of 
forage has nearly destroyed all the transport on this line; I have urged Captain Gardner to supply the agent of that 
department, at this place, with funds for that purpose, but to no effect. Ihave been lately very unwell, but have 
recovered, excepta lame ancle. As it is uncertain where this will meet you, I shall not give a detailed account 
until I know where you are, and will then write more fully, and send you a report of the troops under my command. 

1 have the honor to be, your most obedient and very humble servant, 
JOHN 8S. GANO. 


P. S. Six o’clock, P. M. An express from Erie have just arrived here, a naval officer with a letter from General 
Cass, and a request from Captain Elliot for a reinforcement for Put-in-bay of two hundred men; I have ordered Lieu- 
tenant McFarland from Seneca with all his effective regulars, about thirty able to march being all the disposable 
force I have, except a small command at Portage erecting a fortification there, from which I will detach a part, 
though the whole cannot make more than a third of the number required. From information there is not the least 
doubt but an attempt will be made to take or destroy the vessels: it is the opinion of Lieutenant Packet and Gen- 
eral Cass also. Will it not be proper to send on some regular troops or militia from the interior without delay? 


JOHN 8. GANO. 
His Excellency Witi1am H. Harrison. 


Heap Quarters, O. M. Lower Sannusxy, January 25, 1814. 
Dear Generar: 

Yours of the 16th inst. I received this day, and directed my brigade major to make the enclosed report, by which 
you will see the situation of the troops under my command. I have issued orders as per enclosed copies. The difli- 
culty in forwarding provisions, owing to the impossibility of transportation by land, has been, and is, severely felt; 
the troops at Meigs have been obliged to take flour from Winchester” themselves, there being no other means ot 
transport, and are now but scantily supplied; I have urged the contractors on this head, but have received nothing 
but fair promises, until my patience is entirely exhausted, and I have directed Mr. Oliver to supply. A man from 
Put-in-bay left here this morning. He informs ine the detachment I sent on had not been able to cross, but are wait- 
ing at the point of the peninsula, and will cross as soon as possible; [have ordered Major Crooks with some militia 
to cross; which will make the force there as follows: sailors twenty-two, Atkins’ command forty-two, all now there: 
McFariand with twenty-eight regulars on the march, and Crooks with Captain Howel’s company, say forty, which 
is one hundred and thirty-two, and [have one company at the fort at Portage. I fear the provisions at the island 
are not sufficient to support them until the ice will break up to afford water transportation to them; and at Portage 
they depend on this place for flour, which is scarce; they have, however, meat enough there. ‘Thus, you see, as 
before 1 observed to you, we have been between hawk and buzzard—the contractor and commissary. [am informed 
the detachment that returned to Detroit from the Thames did not succeed in getting the quantity of provision éx- 
pected. Iam also informed, by some officers from Buffalo, that the British were preparing a secret expedition; 
their destination unknown. I am happy to inform you every exertion has been made at Detroit, Sandwich, and 
Malden, to defend those places to the last extremity; and the commanding officer, since General Cass left there, 
deserves great credit. Neither of those places will be given up without some fighting; the officers commanding each 
are in high spirits, and have great confidence in their ability to defend their posts. Some artillery officers have 

assed on to Detroit, and I am of opinion that some active regular oflicers are wanting there, as many have left it. 
rhe militia have been very much reduced there, as you will see. I must inform you | have lost a number of my 
militia, out of the few I had here. I buried at this place fifteen or sixteen, which is as great a proportion as they 
have lost at Detroit; and one other smai! part of a company has buried seven. I have never mentioned this part of 
the subject before, as I thought it best to keep it close. Lam informed some Canadians attempted to cross from 
Long Point to Put-in-bay, but found the ice insufficient, and returned; their object not known. I assure you | have 
and will continue to use every exertion for the good of the service; I have had the arms, &c. that the Kentuckians 
threw away at Portage collected, and the principal part brought to this place. and the cattle and some horses have 
been taken and converted to public use. There is plenty of ammunition at Fort Meigs, but it is scarce on this line. 
I sent for powder to Meigs, but our means of transportation was such that we only received two hundred pounds 
half cannon: but I am informed there is a large quantity on board the vessels fixed and unfixed, and six thousand 
five hundred stand of arms, some field carriages, &c. which [I have ordered to be brought over as soon as the ice will 
permit; the roads are so very bad it has been impracticable. I am well satisfied I have not been ordered to Detroit, and 
particularly as General Cass appeared to be opposed to it; and | have had an immense trouble in regulating my dif- 
ferent posts, and quieting the murmurs of my militia. They are very good, but not such as I used to take the field with 
when we were first acquainted in the former Indian wars. [have ordered to be transmitted to the Secretary of War the 
sentence of two general court martials, as I (by the articles of war) am not authorized to approve of the sentence, and 
have it carried into effect. If those powers are delegated to you, sir, please to inform me by the bearer. Mr. Sallion, 
who has been stationed at Fort Meigs in the commissary’s line, can give you much information on many points that 
I cannot at present. General Cass, by my request, ordered Colonel Paul to inspect the militia at this post, Portage, 
Meigs, Findlay, Upper Sandusky, and McArthur, and Captain Moore on the other line, which is completed by this 
time, 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and esteem, your most obedient humble servant, 


JOHN S. GANO. 


P. S. You will see a great diminution of my force, many being sick and absent, and I having discharged two 
companies by your order to escort the prisoners, &c. My first report was two thousand one hundred and thirty-four, 


and the amount ordered to Detroit was near six hundred. You see now the number of effectives there are amazingly 
reduced. 
His Excellency Wittram H. Harrison. 
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Lower Sanpvusky, January 27, 1814. 
tAR GENERAL: ’ a ; 
~~ Payne has called on me to sanction his drawing funds for his department; I have Om proper to refer 
him to you; I am informed a good supply of corn may be had near a mill forty miles from this. Will it not be advi- 
sable to have three or four hundred of meal forwarded on to the army? ‘The flour the contractor’s agent promised, 
should have been here ten days ago, but has not arrived, and owing to the disappointment we are reduced in that 
article at this jpost to nineteen barrels Seneca, seventeen Portage. 1 sent four barrels there yesterday; at Meigs 
they are very short, at Winchester they have two or three hundred barrels, but short of meat. I must confess L 
have been completely deceived and disappointed by them, they having stated it was on the road. I gave them notice 
24th December, to have three months’ rations at different posts for the number of men specified. Captain Payne 
knows the situation; you will please give him such directions as you think proper, on this subject; he certainly ex- 
erted himself much to my satisfaction, in forwarding provisions and clothing to Detroit: you know him. Ifhe could 
get leave to settle his accounts it may be best. Excuse this suggestion. If you had notarrived in your district, | 
was determined to have sent in every direction and purchased provisions at all events for the troops in service, and 
those that were to relieve them, but [am happy the arrangement has fallen into your hands, for I think J would hang 
half of the quartermasters and all the contractors, if 1 was to remain in service much longer; and I am astonished 
how you have managed with them to effect the objects you have, for there appears no system or regularity with any 
of them. I have ordered one company more to this place from Findlay, and a sergeant, two corporals, and twelve 
men from Upper Sandusky to that post, which is all the force I can order here from this and the centre line. This 
day’s report is eighty sick, at Meigs. I am happy to inform you the troops at Detroit are recovering, for you see we 
can afford them but little aid. Ifa successful attempt is made at Put-in-bay, (which God forbid, and [ think im- 
possible,) we may have a visit from them. We will endeavor to give a good account, for my men ave in high spirits, 
and { have added much to the strength of this place; we are not well supplied with ammunition, but have sent for 

some from the shipping and Franklinton. 
{ am, with great respect, your humble servant, 
JOHN 8S. GANO. 


His Excellency Witt1am H. Harrison, Cincinnati. 


Lower Sanpusky, February 10, 1814. 
Dear GENERAL: 

The day before yesterday 1 returned from Fort Meigs, after making some necessary arrangements there. I 
have one additional company of men at Portage, who have orders to cross, as soon as the ice will admit, which will 
iill the complement required. ‘They marched from Fort Findlay; the man who floated off on a cake of ice is safe. It 
wafted him to the ice fast to the island a—singular escape. _I believe the vessel safe, but will be ready to afford all 
the protection in my power. I havebeen obliged to discharge some men who had certificates of having served a 
month last summer a year. The men are all anxious to be jrelieved; they have had a busy tour, and I would be 
glad to have those at the island relieved before, or by the time their term of service expires; and if those on this line 
could be mustered at Upper Sandusky, if you approve, can deposite their arms there, and those of Detroit and Meigs 
at Winchester or St. Mary’s. [ will await your orders on this subject, and if [ remain alone will keep this post until 
relieved or ordered away, though I feel anxious to see my family, and particularly on account of the indisposition of 
a part of it. 

7 have ordered the arms from this to Franklinton that want repair, and if you advise tents and camp kettles, 
axes, &c., could be sent inby return wagons. ‘Therehas been no possible way of removing the six or seven thousand 
stand of arms, &c. &c. from the vessels. My brigade major has not been able to return, and I think there has been 
a kind interposition of Providence in the protection of the vessels. This winter, provision has been extremely 
scanty; we have been reduced to half a barrel flour here, but [ ordered from Seneca three barrels, and purchased or 
borrowed two or three for the company. At Portage, and at Fort Meigs, they were four days without, though twenty- 
four barrels arrived there the night before I left there, and more expected. Mr. Oliver informs me, supplies will 
shortly be on to this place; you must have received the news from Detroit as late as this, therefore I will not com- 
municate. Please present my compliments to your good lady and family, and believe me to be, with much esteem, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
JOHN 8. GANO. 


His Excellency Masor Generat Harrison. 


No. 9. 
Srate or Onto, Hamiltoncounty, ss: 


Be it remembered, that, on the 30th day of October, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, at Cincinnati, 
in the county of Hamilton, John H. Piatt came personally before me, one of the Justices assigned to keep ‘the 
peace within and for the county of Hamilton, and, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that, he was acting as 
purchasing commissary, under an appointment made by Genera! Hull, which was afterwards confirmed by the Se- 
cretary of War,a short time after General Harrison took the command of the eighth military district. This deponent 
declares, that he is not in any degree related to General Harrison by blood, marriage, or otherwise; that they never 
have at any time been connected in business of any kind, nor have they been jointly concerned in any purchase, sale. 
or contract, of any description whatever, to the amount of five hundred dollars. This deponent purchased three thou- 
sand five hundred hogs, which were delivered at Detroit, at five dollars per hundred, and put into the possession of 
the contracter’s agent; this deponent delivered about eleven hundred barrels of flour at St Mary’s, at ten dollars per 
barrel, and about the same quantity at Urbana at from eight dollars to eight dollars and fifty cents per barrel;he 
also purchased beef at different times, by the order of General Harrison, for the use of the army, and, in every in- 
stance, the beef purchased by him was delivered ata price below that allowed the contractor by the United States. 
This deponent states further, that, nearly all the purchases of pork and flour, made by him during the continuance 
of the contract of Orr and Greely, were made on the requisitions of General Cass and Colonel Butler, in the ab- 
sence of General Harrison, but were afterwards sanctioned by him. This deponent states further, that, in every 
instance in which he made a purchase of provisions for the use of the army during the ‘continuation of Colonel Orr’s 
contract, such purchases had been rendered absolutely necessary to save the troops from suffering, and that he did 
not, in any instance, purchase, or deliver, provisions at any place er post at which the contractors had furnished a 
sufficient supply, and he avers that all the provisions purchased by him were delivered at such prices as put it in 
the power of the contractors to make a handsome profit on issuing them to the troops. The pork furnished by this 
deponent was delivered to the contractor’s agent at Detroit, at five dollars per hundred, to be averaged on foot, at 
which post the contractor was allowed seven cents for each ration of pork, of three quarters of a pound; the flour 
purchased by this deponent at Urbana was delivered at not more than four and a half cents per pound, when the 
contract price of each ration of fiour (the ration being ‘one pound two ounces,) was six cents and five mills; and 
this deponent further states, that he has been informed by his agent Mr. Hugh Glenn, and by Captain Oliver, that 
the requisition for the post at Detroit was made, in the first instance, on the contractors, who refused to comply with 
it, which will appear from General Cass’s and Colonel Butler’s requisitions on him. ‘This deponent further states, 
that, General Harrison’s order to him was to issue the provisions then in the commissaries’ stores, at the places where 
such provisions were on hand, but that in all other cases the provisions must be furnished by the contractors. 


JOHN H. PIATT. 
GRIFFIN YEATMAN, J. P. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, 
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Cincinnati, Onto, November 20, 1815. 


John H. Piatt, of Cincinnati, was employed, during the campaign of 1812, first as contractor, and afterwards 
as commissary to the army commanded by Brigadier General Hull; and in those situations, his conduct was such 
as to give general satisfaction to the army. : 

We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
JAMES TAYLOR, 
JAMES FINDLAY, 
TH. P. JESUP, Colonel United S tates Army. 


Mayor Generat Harrison. 


Cincinnati, December 29, 1815. 
Dear Sir: 
From Mr. Burnet and other very respectable characters who have lately returned from the Eastern States. 

I have learned that the industry and motives of a few enemies have produced an impression so general and unfavor- 
able tomy reputation, that it becomes a duty to my family, my character, and even my country, to endeavor to 
remove it. ‘There was no means of accomplishing this which appeared so proper as that of an investigation by the 
House of Representatives. I have accordingly solicited one by a letter addressed to their Speaker, which is 
herewith enclosed: it is also accompanied by a statement which I have prepared, with a number of documents to 
support it. The letter having been presented, you will oblige either to put the statement and documents also in 
possession of the House, or deliver them to the Committee that may be appointed, as you may judge proper. I cannot 
believe that there will be any hesitation to grant my request; but if there should, [hope you will be prepared to 
support my claims. Mr Bassett, who is my near relation, Mr. Pleasants, and Mr. Nelson of Virginia, will all ot 
them readily yield you their aid, as would Mr. Clay himself if he should have an opportunity of speaking. I will 
thank you te make known my wishes to these gentlemen. I think it is probable that you may be one of the com- 
mittee: if you are, I must repeat in this private letter what | have said in that to the Speaker, that I wished the 
investigation to take the greatest possible scope, and that no sense of delicacy towards me should prevent the asking 
the officers who may be summoned before the committee any questions which will probe the subject of the investi- 
gation to the bottom; and if I have a frien: on the committee, he will take that course without the least apprehen- 
sion that any thing will come to light which would cause him to blush for me. Others have served the country more 
successfully, but none with more zeal and fidelity than I have done. I claim no reward, I could be contented with 
obscurity; but I cannot rest under unmerited obloquy. I see that my old opponent [Proctor] has been severly 
reprimanded by the Prince Regent. My fate has been more hard than his. He had (I presume) a fair trial, I 
have been condemned unheard. His crime was the loss of an army and a province; mine of having incurred (in 
what way I know not) the hatred of a minister, and forcing a contractor to do his duty. 

I have selected you as the medium of giving the enclosed papers their destination as well from the high opinion 
I entertain of your character as your being the Representative of my district. ‘The trouble you may give yourself 
on this occasion will be gratefully remembered by dear sir, your friend and humble servant, 


WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 
Honorable Joun McLean, Esq. 


Hamitton County, 8s: 

Before me the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace in and for the county of Hamilton, came personally 
James Findlay and Jacob Burnet, who, on oath, depose and say, they are intimately acquainted with Major General 
William Henry Harrison, and that, during the time he commanded the northwestern army, they had some agency 
in the management of his private pecuniary concerns, and know that he borrowed money to defray the ordinary ex- 
penses of his family. ‘They further state, that, since his resignation, he has increased the loans that were made during 
the war, for the purpose of improving and stocking his farm at North Bend, which loans he has not refunded to the 
present day. And these deponents state further, that the said General William H, Harrison is jointly interested 
with them in fifteen thousand dollars of the stock of the Miami Exporting Company, which is all the stock owned 
by him in that bank, which amount of stock was purchased with money received from the sale of land situate in 
the Miami, purchased and owned jointly by him and these deponents prior to the commencement of the late war. 
These deponents know that the General is, and for many years past has been, possessed of a large and very valuable 
real estate; but which has not been sufficiently productive to delray his ordinary expenses, in consequence of which 
he has been under the necessity of having recourse to loans, as above stated. ‘These deponents know, that he pro- 

osed, since he left the service, to sell his bank stock for the purpose of raising money to enlarge the improvements on 
his farm, which was prevented by an offer from the bank to extend his accommodations. ‘These deponents being 
intimately acquainted with the property, business and circumstances, of General Harrison, are convinced, that he 
did not add to the value of his estate during the war, and that he left the army more embarrassed than he was 
when he entered it. The conviction produced on our minds, by a long, intimate, and confidential acquaintance 
with the General, requires us to declare, on this occasion, that, in point of honor and integrity, he is not excelled 
by any person in the circle of our acquaintance, and that we believe he would rather sacrifice his fortune than 
add to it by an act dishonest or dishonorable. 

JAMES FINDLAY. 


JAS. BURNET. 


Sworn and subscribed to, this twentieth day of January, 1816, by James Findlay, one of the deponents, before me, 
ANDREW MARK, J. P. 


Srate or Onto, Ross Counry, Mayor’s Office, Chilicothe, ss: 

I, Levin Belt, Mayor of the town of Chilicothe aforesaid, do hereby certify, that the foregoing deposition was 
sworn to and subscribed before me, by Jacob Burnet, one of the members from Hamilton County, of our present 
Legislature, now in session in this place. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of my office this twenty-sixth day 
of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. — : 
LEVIN BELT, Mayor. 




















1816.] INQUIRY INTO THE CONDUCT OF GENERAL HARRISON. 659 





KE. 

Statement, showing the amount expended in the purchase of provisions, for the supply of the army in the eighth 
military district, in pursuance of instructions from General William H. Harrison, between the 1st of June, 
1813, and 1st June, 1814, particularizing those purchased to supply failures on the part of the contractors, Orr 
and Greely. 


Joun H. Piarr. 


| 


‘This amount allowed him for sundry expenditures for provisions in the Commissary’s 
Depariment, between the Ist June, 1813, and Ist June, 1814, in virtue of instructions 
from General Harrison, - - - - - - - | $13,618 37 

This amount allowed him for the purchase of one thousand four hundred and ninety- 
one beef cattle, between the 28th August, 1813, and the 12th November, 1813, as per 
accompanying abstract, marked R, - - - - - - | 29,547 03 

This amount charged by him for expenditures by him in the purchase of provisions to 
supply a failure on the part of the contractors, between the 26th of January, 1814, 
and the 26th April, 1814, in pursuance of instructions from Lieutenant Colonel But- 
ler, of the 3d January, 1814, and of General Harrison, of the 17th January, 1814, and 


noted in accompanying statement, marked O and G,_ - - - | 54,092 97 





97,258 37 
WitiiaM OLIveER. 


rhis amount charged by him for sundry expenditures for provisions in the Commissa- 
ry’s Department, between the Ist June, 1813, and Ist June, 1814, - - 18,946 87 
This amount charged by him in the purchase of provisions, and expenses incident 
thereto, to supply failures on the part of the contractors, between the 29th January 
and 31st May, 1814, by virtue of authority in him vested by General Harrison, and 


noted in accompanying statement, marked Oand G,_- - - - | 40,095 72 
i—————| 59,042 59 
Grorce WALLACE. | 
rhis amount allowed him for provisions furnished by him to Ohio militia at Cleveland, 
to supply a failure of the contractors, and charged to them by warrant, No. 1,302, in 
accompanying statement, marked O and G, - - - - - 3,624 36 


Piarr & WaALLAcE. 


rhis amount allowed them for provisions furnished to supply a failure on the part of the 
contractors, by virtue of instructions from General Harrison, under date of 7th Feb- 
ruary, 1814, but, in the opinion of the accountant of the Department of War, not pro- 
perly chargeable to them, . - - - - - 22,128 94 


$182,054 26 














F. 


Statement showing the amount expended in the purchase of provisions for the supply of the army in the eighth 
military district, in pursuance of instructions from General Wm. H. Harrison, from the time he took the 
command until the 1st of June, 1813; also, the amount of provisions deposited, under his directions, by Ebene- 
zer Denny, within the said period, and admitted to the credit of said E. Denny, in the adjustment of his accounts. 








Joun H. Prarr. 

This amount charged by him for expenditures in the purchase of provisions, in pursuance of 
instructions from General Wm. H. Harrison, from the time he took the command of the 
army of the eighth military district, to the Ist of June, 1813, - - - - - $291,630 86 

J.C. Barrier. 

rhis amount allowed him for expenditures as aforesaid,  - - - - - : 56,972 91 

Tuomas Burorp. 
This amount allowed him for expenditures as aforesaid, - - - - - - 59,729 96 


SpeNcER BAtt. 


Phis amount allowed him in payment of flour furnished by him, under a special contract for the 
supply of the northwestern army, in April and May, 1813, - - - - - 17,860 00 


Esenezer DENNY. 


This amount allowed him for furnishing provisions, in pursuance of letters, to him directed, from 
the Secretary of War, under dates of 1st and 26th September, 1812, and deposited as directed 
by General Harrison, for the use of the northwestern army; admitted to the credit of said 
Denny, agreeably to a decision of the Secretary of War, under date of 11th January, 1814, 261,625 26 


$687,818 99 
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Statement showing the sums advanced Orr and Greely, army contractors, under their contracts, bearing date the 
10th March, 1813, to supply, from the 1st June, 1813, to the 31st May, 1814, also the cost of provisions purchased 
to supply failures on the part of the said contractors, and the amount of public provisions turned over to them 
by public agents. 






































Time of How paid. For what account paid. Amount. 
payment. 
1813. | No. 
April 10, By warrant, 607 | In payment of their draft, dated March 23, 1813, - - 10,000 00 
June 1, Do. 23 | Advanced them on account, - - - - - 3,500 60 
July 7, | Do, 1,020 Do. do. . - : - - 8,000 00 
+ “99, Do. 1,091 Do. do. ‘ . , . . 15,000 00 
August 4, Do. 1,193 Do. do. - - - - - 10,000 00 
Sept. 10, Do. 1,355 | In payment of their draft, dated August 29, 1813, - - 3,000 00 
Oct. 6, Do. 1,476 Do. of their (protested) draft, dated September 15, 1813, 25,000 00 
Nov. 3, Do. 1,584 | In payment of their draft dated October 8, 1813, - - 5,000 00 
1814, 
Nov. 11, Do. 1,639 Do. do. October 2, 1813, - 4,522 00 
March 4, Do. 413 Do. do. January 23,1814, - 4,500 00 
en Do. 437 | In payment of two drafts, dated January 22, 1814, by It. col. A. 
Butler, for whiskey purchased on account of the contractors, 9,138 25 
April 12, | Do. 708 | Advanced them on account, - - - - - 7,000 00 
13, Do. 712 Do. do. - - - - - - 4,257 70 
* & Do. 751 Do. do. - : - - - - 60,000 00 
June 2, Do. 888 | In payment of their draft, dated May 14, 1814, - - - 10,581 07 
July 22, Do. 1,182 Do. do. June 27,1814, - : - 2,184 61 
August 10, Do. 1,302 | In payment of provisions furnished by George Wallace, to Ohio 
militia, at Cleveland, to supply a failure of the contractors from 
the 26th March, to the 31st May, - - - - 3.624 36 
1815, 
Feb. 28, Do. 2,187 | Advanced them on account, - - - : - 4,508 81 
August 22, Do. 2,839 0. do. - - - - 5,000 00 
Dec. 29, Do. 3,387 | In payment of their draft, dated December 8, 1815, - - 1,511 55 
1816. 
Dec. 30, | Do. 3,402 Do. do. December 13, 1815, - - 5,000 00 
January 4, | Do. 3,440 | Advanced them on account, - - am - - 10,000 90 
“s 10, | Do. 3,517 | In payment of their order in favor of Moses Rixby, - - 6,412 40 
7 13, | Do. 3,571 Do. draft, dated January 13, 1816, - - 1,286 47 
ea 30, | Do. 3,695 Do. do. December 31, 1815, - - 1,851 30 
vse = Do. 3,701 Do. do. January 26, 1816, - - 9,595 43 
Feb. 19, Do. 3,794 Do. do. January 24, 1816, - - 2,321 10 
~ —— | Do. 3,813 Do. do. February 20, 1816, - - 908 32 
- & | Do. 3,820 Do. do. January 24, 1816, - - 1,086 16 
‘*° 637, Do. 3,845 Do. do. February 26, 1816, - - 139 05 
March13, | Do. 3,954 Do. do. March 13, 1816, - - 419 40 
“¢ 626, =| Do. 4,037 | Advanced them on account, - - - - - 10,000 00 
Quartermaster’s Department. 
1813, 
Oct. 9, This sum advanced Orr and Greely, by John C. Payne, 
assistant deputy quartermaster general October 9, 
1813, - - - - - - - 1,000 00 
1814, } 
April & May. This sum expended by James McClosky, Assistant 
Deputy Quartermaster General, in the purchase of 
| whisky, pork, and beef, on account of the contractors, 
by order of Colonel Croghan, in April and May, 1814, 5,860 60 
—| 6,860 60 
Commissary’s Department. 
| 
This amount charged by John H. Piatt, for expenditures by him 
in the purchase of provisions, to supply the failure of the con- 
tractors, between the 26th January, and 26th April, 1814, in 
| pursuance of General Harrison’s order of the 17th January, 1814, 
and of Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Butler’s, dated 3d January, | 
1814, and which are included in the statement exhibiting the 
whole expenditure of said J. H. Piatt, - - - : 54,092 97 
This amount charged by William Oliver, for expenditures by him 
in the purchase of provisions, to supply the failure of the con- | 
sé tractors, between the 29th January, and 31st May, 1814, by vir- | 
| tue of instructions from General Harrison; and which are in- | 
cluded in the statement exhibiting the whole expenditures of the | 
said William Oliver, - - - - ° ° 40,095 72 
This amount, for public provisions turned over to Orr and Greely, | 
as per abstract marked B, and which constitute a part of the 
amount in the statements exhibiting the whole expenditures of | 
J. H. Piatt and W. Oliver, - - - - -} 50,889 15 
Piatt and Wallace. | $142,286 42 
This amount allowed Piatt and Wallace, for provisions furnished 
the northwestern army under a special contract with William | 
Oliver, commissary, in pursuance of General Harrison’s instruc- 
tions of 7th February, 1814, to supply a failure of Orr and 
Greely; but considered by the accountant of the Department of 
War not properly chargeable to them, - - - - 22,128 94 
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General Abstract of Provisions, Sc. transferred to Orr § Greely, Contractors. 





















































= eee ere ere so ern : 
. . nds |Pounds 
, — Places where Rations Rations | Rations | Quarts [Pounds Pounds! Bar sme . rn 0 
lime when received. received. meat. | flour. | whiskey.| Salt. soap. jcandles | grease. ateh. 
, | 
October, 1813, - - | River Thames} 35,000 | 5,401 . | 
january, I8I4,—— - - | Seneca, 1,778 | 3,926 5,032 | 3,380 | 512 11,434 | - 28 
Oct. 30 to Dec. 5, 1813, | Detroit, 68,032 | 129,193 | 31,488 /30,214 | 681 | 1,274 1,788 | 123 
Mar. 20 to Ap. 30, 1814, | Detroit, 11,920 | 170,971 [218,328 | 9,755 | 
December, 1813, - - | Amherstburgh| 2,634 | 7,886 8,388 | 255 304 | 
December, 1813, - Sandwich, - 1,035 =. 7 72 ; 
Dec. 1813 and May, 1814 L. Sandusky} 7,435 | 24,054 | 27,552 | 5,442 53} 519! 1.009 
January, 1814, - - | Fort Gano, 2.399 | so | « | 1,512 = 125 | 91 
March and May, 1814, | Fort Meigs, 9,461 | 29,390 | 25,688 | 1,271 |1,0183) 948 | 1,534 
171,659 |371,856 | 316,176 |53, 941 12,2641 1,604 | 4,472 | 151 |61,217 65 
Deduct this sum, being an eilewence - 12 per cent. for wastage, ond one cent per ration for issuing, 
and 696 rations for brine, - - - ‘ . je : - % . 10,328 50 








Dolls, |50,889 15 
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NUMERICAL FORCE OF THE ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 13, 1817. 


Department oF War, January 14, 1817. 


arn 
ve 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 11th instant, requesting the Secretary 
if War to communicate to the House the number of officers and privates composing the whole military establish- 
nent in the actual service of the United States, particularizing the strength of each corps and regiment, I have the 
ionor to communicate the accompanying general return of the army of the United States, by corps and regiments. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


GEORGE GRAHAM, 
Acting Secretary of War. 
Hon. Henry Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


S4 mn 
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14th Coneress. } No. 152. [2d Session. 


RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATE) TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 17, 1817. 


Mr. Harrison made the following report: 


rhe committee of the House of Representatives, to whom was referred so much of the President’s message as relates 
to the re-organization and classification of the militig, and the report of the acting Secretary of War of the 13th 
ultimo, report herewith a bill for that purpose. 


The organization of regiments, brigades, and divisions, has been adopted by the committee in opposition to very 
high authority, because it is the one which has heretofore been used in all the States, and because it appeared better 
suited to the tactics of the present day, than the more complex system of the legion recommended by General Knox 
in his report of 1790. ; ; 

The mode of classification contained in the bill has been frequently recommended in the reports of committees 
of the House, and in those of the Department of War. The effects of this plan will be felt only when the militia are 
called into the service of the United States, and will not affect the constitution of the corps as it now exists, for the 
ordinary duties of muster and discipline. ‘The advantages of a system that will bring into the same corps, for the 
duties of the field, men of the same age and vigor, and throw the burden of military duty upon that class of citizens 
who would be enabled to perform it with fewer personal sacrifices, were the motives to its adoption. 

The junior or middle class will be composed of men who have small families, or those who have none, who are 
in the full enjoyment of bodily strength and activity,and whose minds will be more easily excited to military ardor 
and the love of glory, than those of a more advanced period of life. 

In the performance of the duty assigned them, the committee progressed thus far without difficulty; but they 
considered their task as barely commenced. An organization, however perfect, is but a single step towards the 
desirable object; the great difficulty to be encountered is the application of a system of discipline, or military instruc- 
tion toa great population scattered over an immense territory. 

The accomplishment of this object at once is evidently not within the power of the Government. ‘To instruct the 
present militia of the country to any useful extent, would require a larger portion of their time than they can possibly 
spare from the duty of providing for their families, unless they are liberally paid: to pay them, would absorb all the 
resources of the nation. The alternative appears to be, to direct the efforts of the Government to instruct such a portion 
of the’militia as their means will allow, and which would produce the most beneficial result upon the whole mass, 
leaving to the effects of another system, the gradual introduction of those military acquirements which, in a republican 
Government, it is so essential for every citizen to possess. 

Acting upon this principle, and believing that the instruction which it is in the power of the Government to give 

would be more usefully bestowed upon the whole of the officers and sergeants of the militia, than upon any par- 
ticular class, the sections of the bill which relate to this part of the subject have been adopted by the committee. 
They have also considered it to be proper to annex some estimate of the annual expense of the system they recom- 
mend. 
Although it may be considered that, by presenting a bill for the ** organization and classification” of the militia, 
and the exposition of their motives which accompany it, the committee have performed the task assigned them by 
The resolution under which they acted, they have, nevertheless, believed it to be their duty tosubmit some further 
views, the result of their deliberations upon this important subject. 

This course may be more excusable, as the committee have no hesitation in acknowledging that the plan embraced 
by the bill isa mere expedient, a choice of difficulties; a system which, althengh it will place the militia on a much 
better footing than they have before stood yet it is not likely to produce that great desideratum, that indispen- 
sable requisite, in a Government constituted like ours, the diffusion of a military spirit‘and military information 
throughout the great mass of the people. 

The part of the subject which still remains to be discussed, will be best understood by dividing it into two dis- 
tinct propositions. 

Ist. Is it desirable that the whole male population of the United States, of the proper age, should be trained to 
the use of arms, so as to supersede, under any circumstances, the necessity of a standing army. 2dly. Is it 
practicable? 

The solicitude which has keen manifested by the great men, who have successively filled the office of Chief Ma- 
gistrate of the United States, for the adoption of a system of military discip!ine for the militia, which would pro- 
duce the effect contemplated by the first proposition, sufficiently manifests their sense of its importance. ‘The 
subject was often and warmly recommended by the father of his country: and, at an early period of his administra- 
tion, a plan for the purpose was proposed by the Secretary of War; and, being corrected agreeably to his sugges- 
tions, was submitted to the national Legislature. It is believed that objections to the expense, and supposed 
difficulty of executing this plan, and not to its object, was the cause of its being rejected. [s the opinion, which 
prevailed at that period, that an energetic national militia was to be regarded as the capital security of a free 
republic, less apparent at the present? Has any thing since occurred, either in the history of our own, or of any 
other country, to show that a standing “‘ army, forming a distinct class in the community,” is the proper defence of 
a Government constituted like ours? Do the events of the late war show that discipline is not necessary for the 
militia? or does the present aspect of the political world afford so much security as to justify the indifference which 
prevails in providing an effectual national defence? 

It is impossible that any,American can recur to many of the events, and particularly to the concluding scenes, of 
the late war. without feeling that elevation of mind, which a recollection of his country’s glory is calculated to 
produce. ‘There are, however, others, and not a few, that are eminently calculated to show that an immense sacri- 
tice of blood and treasure can be distinctly traced to the want of discipline in the militia. ‘The glorious success 
which. in several instances, crowned their efforts, was the result of uncommon valor, or of valor united with the 
advantage of a position suited to their peculiar character. ‘The geeater part of the American militia, accustomed 
from their early youth to the use of fire-arms, are, doubtless, more formidable than any other troops in the world in 
the defence of a line or rampart. Victories in the field are gained by other qualities; by those disciplined evolutions 
which give harmony and concert to numerous bodies of men, and enable whole armies to move with the activity 
and address of single combatants. Let our militia be instructed, and America would be equal to a contest with 
the rest of the world united. ‘The improvements which have been made in the art of war, since the commencement 
of the French revolution, give greater advantages to invading and disciplined armies, acting against those of a 
contrary character, than they before possessed. This arises from their increased activity, produced by the great 
multiplication of their light troops; the celerity of movement given to the artillery, and, above all, to the improve- 
ments in the staff, placing the subsistence of large armies upon a footing of security, beyond what was formerly 
supposed to be possible. An improvement in tactics, which gives advantages to the professed soldier who fights for 
conquest, over the citizen who bears arms only in the defence of his country, is, perhaps, to be regretted, and no 
alternative is left to the latter but to perfect himself in the same arts and discipline. It is believed that there is no 
instance on record of a republic, whose citizens had been trained to the use of arms, having been conquered by a 
nation possessing a different form of government. Small republics have been overthrown by those which were more 
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powertuls as Saguntum, destr wed by Carthage, at nd Numantia, by Rome. But it has been observed of those 
governments, tat ** the ir walls and towers became their funeral piles, leaving nothing to their conquerors but thei 
ashes.’ 

The committee cannot conceive that any aspect, however Pac ific it may be, which the Governments of Europx 
may for the present have assumed towa irds this country. should be used as an argument to procrastinate, even ors 
day, any measure calculated to render their future hostility abortive. Lt cannot be believed that any real frie nd- 
ship can exist in the breast of the sovereigns of that continent for a Government which has been founded upon _— 
ciples so opposite to theirs, and which, by the happiness it dilfuses, affords an ete ternal satire and reproach upon th 
conduct. Whatever security there may be derived from their policy, none can certainly be expected irom thei 
iorbe: ances whenever, ivom a change ‘of circumstances, they my think it hn per to change their polic y- The 
liberties of America must then be preserved, as they were won by the arms, the discipline. and the valor of he: 
freeborn sons. 

But the defence of our country against a foreign enemy does not constitute the only (perhaps not the chief) mo- 
tive of mi ilitary improve me nts to the extent contempt: ited by the proposition we are considering. The safety of a 
re »public a lepends as muc h upon the equi ilify in the use of arms amongst its citizens, as upon the equality ol “rights 
Nothing can be more dangerous in such a Government than to have a knowiedge of the military art confined to ; 
part of the people: for sooner or later that part will govern. 

The eifects of discipline es issessed by a few, to control pumbers without, is to be seen in all the despotic Go- 
vernments of modern, as well as ancient times. 

In general, however, the subjects of those despotic Governments, which preserve their authority by standing ar- 
mies, are not allowed the use of arms; but the use of arms is not alone sufficient. A striking example of this is to be 
found in one of the Grecian republics: The Spartans were enabled, by the force of discipline alone, to keep in sub- 
jection for ages the Helots and other ancient inhabitants of Laconia. ‘These men were not only allowed the use of arms, 
but upon almost eve ry occasion formed the greater part of the Lacedemonian army: nor were they deficient in bra- 
very. But they were not permitied to learn that admirable discipline which distinguished the oplites or heavy 
armed infantry of Sparta. 

Another impor tant consideration, urg ing the diffusion of a milité iy spirit amongst our citize ns, is the counterpoi ‘ 
it will afford to that inordinate desire of wealth which seems to have perv ued the whole nation, bringing with it 

abi ts of juxsury, manners, and principles highly unfavorable to our republican institutions. 

a rhe first e tie ct of this state ol sec le ty is the ‘substituti on ola sta nding army fora that tional militia. U pon this sub 
ject the committee beg leave to make a quotation from the re port of General Knox, corrected by President Washing- 
ton. ** It is,” says the patriotic Secretary, ** the introduction of vice and cerruption of manners into the mass of the 
people that renders a standing army : necessary, Iti is When public spirit is despised,and avarice, indolence, anid 
effteminacy of manners predominate, and prevent the estabishment of institutions which would elevate the minds o! 
the youth i in the paths of virtue and honor, thata standing army is forn ved and riveted forever.” So true is the 
principle here contended for, that it is believed, that there is ne instance in history of a nation losing its liberties 
where the military spirit of the people did not decline in the same proportion that the ¢ corruption of ma uners 
advanced. Nor was any free Government ever overturned by an internal convulsion, until the destruction of that 
spirit had been first produced in the body of the people. it was net os he amuseime nts ofthe the atre, the baths, and 
the public gardens, had supe: seded the exercises of the Cainpus Martius, that a Roma n army dared to re volt against 
its farce ot and with the powerof the i ord to substitute. tor its fi ee institutions, the arbitr wy will of adictater 
Eighty years beiore the successful usurpation of Cwsar, the revolt ofan army could have & prod: iced no’such consequence 
But the habits of the people had been changed. No longer in ¢ very Rot mma citizen was to be found a trained and 
practised soldier; the o her tactics were cultivated, indeed, with zeal and success by a martial nobility. No period 





had been more prolilic of great gene! als At none, had the dis pln e O1 the legions been so pe riect. ‘but they were 
no ionger filled by citizens taking their routine of service. “The military had become a distinct profession com 
— of men who, in the habits of war and piling ce. had lorgotten the sacred obligations attached to their character as 


itizens, and who were ever as ready, upon the suggestion of their leader, to turn their arms against their country i 
the enemy whom they were raised to oppose. 


As in every age, then, and in every country, the same causes will produce the same eitects, the palladium of 
American liberty must be the diMusion of military discipline and a miiitary spirit through the whole body of the 
peop! e. 


But secondly, is the object attainable? That it is not attainable by any of the systems which have heretofore been 
in use in the United States is very evident trem the little success which has attended them. The late war —— 
edly exhibited the melancholy vact, of large corps of militia going t to the field of battle without understanding a si 
gle elementary prin iciple, and without being able to per tos ma single evolution. Yet militia law sexist and have ex- 
isted in all the States since the warof the revolution, which set apart, with great precision, a number of days in ea a 
year for the purpose of training a id discipiine. But from this ay; no good fruit has ever be en pro duced. Jt wa 
an error, indeed, common to all the militia systems in use in the United States, that the period s for training were too 
-hort and too distant irom each ot her ty produce much benefit. To remedy this delect, five « camps of discipline 
have mt en recommended. One of the reasons whi ich governed the » committee in reje cting that part of the Secre tary 
of War's recomtn ndat tiou, has been explained above. But if that objection could be overcoine, the committee are 
far trom thinking that the object could at al! “nape noplished in that way. “There is another more formidable obsta- 
cle to success; mere ecud ible, because it arises fror n the nature of our Government and the constitution of the 
human character. ‘The sentiments and habits of a free country necessarily preduce amongst the citizens a supe- 
rior restlessness under restraint than is to be met with in the subjects of a monarchy. This spirit frequently 

anilests itself even ii a career of military sei vic es, where the hi sade interests involved, and in which they largely par- 
take, and the evident necessity of di-cipline might be suppose d able tocorrect it. There can scarcely bea restraint 
more vexatious and disgusting to a grown man, than the initiatory Ie ssons of the military art. Military disciplin 
consists In the observances vl a nuimber ob minute pParcic ulars, which, to the noviciai eih arins, have no apparent 
object; but which form the links of a bi enntifal and connect ed system. itis believed that to this cause is to bo 
ittributed the little progress which has bee n nade in training the militia of an United States Nor is there muc: 
prospect that aay change of system could, with regard to the presen’ militia, produce the re sult at which we aim. 

In searching fer isundmarks to gui ide us to our ubje et. it will be in vain that we direct our attention to the mod rh 
nations of Europe. From them we can borrow nothing to aid vur purpose. Governmenis formed upon artilic 
distinctions in Suctely, whi hich estimate their se curity by 1 he inab ility of their subje cts to resist Op} Wession, can far- : 
nish a free pe ople with no guides in organizu ig a sysien ol defence which shall be pure ly national. We are, how- 


} 
As 


ever. Lot without resource. 

The ancient republics, from which we have drawn many of the choicest maxims upon which to found our civil 
institutions, will furnish also a most pe rtect model for our system of national defence. The whole secret of ancieit 
m! tlitary ¢ glory—the loundatio : that wonderful c ombination of militi wy skill and exalted valer, whic h enabled the 

petty re ‘publi c of Athens to re nist the mighty torrent of Persian invi sion, which formed the walls of Sparta, and con- 
ducted the Roman legions (int luenced, indeed, by unhallowed motives,) to the conquest of the world, will be found 
in the military education of their youth. The victories oi Marathon and Platea, of Cynocephele and Pydna, wer 
the practical results of the exercises of the Campus Martius and Gy mi wasiae It is on a foundation of this kind, and 
ot this kind only, that an ene rectic national militia can be established. 
> An examination into ie employments and obligations of ar ger ils comprising the socie ty,” says General Knox, 
Ee wil evince the TpossiDinily oi ee au adeg uate » knowledce of the art of war by any other means than a course 
of discipline during the perl Ml of nonage. The tine hecessary to acquive this important knowledge cannot be 
afforded at any other period of life with so — e injury t to the public or private, interes ts.” Nothing is more true than 
what is here advanced: and yet it is must singular that the amiable and pairiotic § Secretary should have founded his 
plan upon a course of instruction, to commence within the limits of nonage, indeed, but at so advanced a period vf 
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it. that all the objections which couid be made to disciplining the militia at a more advanced age will apply equally 
to it, with the addition of others which are more cogent, and which are supposed to be inherent in the system itseif. 
Of his advanced corps, composed of the youth of eighteca, nineteen, and twenty years of age, those of eighteen and 
nineteen are to be drawn out for thirty days in each year, and those of twenty for ten days, to be instructed in camps 
of discipline. P 

It has been strongly urged against this plan, that the separation of the youth, at that critical age, from the super- 
intending vigilance of their parents and guardians, would be a very dangerous step; and that the loss of time from 
the pursuit of their professions and occupations would prove to them a most serious evil. 

Whatever force there may be in these ebjections, the committee are fully persuaded that the improvement to be 
derived from the execution of this plan would not compensate for the expense and loss of time it would occasion. 
‘The perfection of discipline, as it regards the soldier, is the grace, the precision, and address with which he performs 
certain evolutions. ‘lo arrive at this perfection, long continued practice is essential. 

And since it must be evident that the time necessary for this purpose cannot be taken from the avocations of ou 
citizens after they have arrived at the age of manhood, the only alternative is to devise a system of military instruc- 
tion, which shall be engrafted on, and form 2 part of, the ordinary education of our youth. 

The organization of a system thus extensive in its operations must necessarily be a work of some time and diffi- 
culty. ‘The want of statistical information will prevent the committee from submitting to the House at this time 
more than the outline of their plan. It is embraced in the following propositions: 

As the important advantages of the military part of the education of youth will accrue to the community. and 
not to the individuals who acquire it, it is proper that the whole expense of the establishment should be borne by 
the public treasury. el ; 

That, te comport with the equality which is the basis of our constitution, the organization of the establishment 
should be such as to extend, without exception, to every individual of the proper age. 

That, to secure this, the contemplated military instruction should not be given in distant shools established for 
that purpose, but that it should form a branch of education in every school within the United States. 

That a corps of military institutions should be formed to attend to the gymnastic and elementary part of educa- 
tion in every school in the United States, whilst the more scientific part of the art of war shall be communicated 
by professors of tactics, to be established in all the higher seminaries. 

The committee are fully aware that the establishment of an institution which, from its nature, is calculated to 
produce an important change in the manners and habits of the nation, will be received with caution and distrust by 
a people jealous of their liberties, and who boast of a Government which executes its powers with the least possible 
sacrifice of individual rights. An encroachment upon individual rights forms no part of their system. It is nota 
conscription, Which withdraws from an anxious parent a son, for whose morals he fears more than for his life. It is 
not a Persian or Turkish mandate to educate the youth within the purlieus of a corrupt court; but a system as 
purely republican in practice as in principle. 

The means are furnished by the Government, and the American youth are called upon to qualify themselves. 
under the immediate inspection of their parents, or of tutors chosen by their parents, for the sacred task of defend- 
ing the liberties of their country. 

Although the system of General Knox widely differs from that which has been recommended by the committee, 
his opinion of the effects to be produced by it is conceived to be more peculiarly applicable to the latter. ** If the 
United States,” says he, “* possess the vigor of mind to establish the first institution for the military instruction of 
the youth, it may reasonably be expected io produce the most unequivocal advantages. A glorious national spirit 
will be introduced, with its extensive train of political consequences. The youth will imbibe a love of their coun- 
try. reverence and obedience to its laws, courage and elevation of mind, openness and liberality of character, 
accompanied by a just spirit of honor. In addition to which, their bodies will acquire a robustness greatly condu- 
cive to their personal happiness; while habit, with its silent but efficacious operations, will durably cement the 
system.” 

That the House may possess all the information necessary to act upon this important subject, the committee 
respectfully recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to prepare, and lay before this House, at the next session of 
Congress, a plan for the military instruction of al! the youth in the United States, in the way which is best calcu- 
lated for the purpose, with as little injury as possible to the ordinary course of education. 


Estimates of the expenses of training the officers and sergeants of the militia of the United States. These esti- 
mates are made on a supposed number ef-one hundred thousand men, divided equally, as nearly as may be, into 
lwenty-five brigades. 

1, Estimate upon the supposition that the officers and sergeants receive full pay without rations, or an allowance 

for rations or forage, except to the sergeants for whom rations might be necessary. 
Each brigade containing, according to estimate, four thousand men, will be composed of four regiments or forty 
companies. 
There would then be the following field and staff officers who should attend the training: 





1 Brigadier, full pay, $104, - - - - - - - $104 00 

1 Brigade inspector, with the pay of major, ; - - - - 50 00 

t Colonels, at 875, - - - - : - - 300 00 

i Lieutenant colonels, at $60, - - - - - - - 240 00 

t Majors, at $50, - - - - - - - 200 00 

40 Captains, at $10 - - - : - - - 1,600 00 

10 Lieutenants, at $30, - - - - - - - 1,200 00 

10 2d Lieutenants, at $25, - - - - - - - 1,000 00 

160 Sergeants, at $8 pay, and 36 for rations, - - - - - 2,240 00 

Amount of expenses of one brigade, : - - - : $6,994 00 
The adjutant to be taken frora the line. 

Brigades, - 25 


Expense of training oflicers for one month, at fuil pay, of twenty-five brigades, or 
one hundred thousand men, - - - - - $173,850 00 





And, estimating the whole United States’ militia at a million, then the total expense of training the officers of 
the whole militia would be some hundred thousand dollars less than two millions. 

The following estimate is made on the supposition of the officers receiving only half pay. The estimate pro- 
ceeds, however, upon a supposition that no officer is to receive less than thirty dollars per month, and the sergeants 
full pay and rations. 
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2. Estimate for one hundred thousand men. 








1 Brigadier, half pay, - - - : . . - $52 00 
1 Brigade inspector, - - - - - - - 30 00 
4 Colonels, half pay, - - - - - . . 150 00 
4 Lieutenant colonels, half pay, - - - - . m 120 00 
4 Majors, $30, _ - - - - - . ‘ 120 00 
120 Captains and lieutenants, at $30, - - - vs “ - 3.600 00 
160 Sergeants, pay and rations, - - - - - - 2,240 00 
For officers of one brigade, - - : - - - $6,312 00 
For 25 brigades, - - - - - - - - $157,800 00 
And for 1,000,000, ° - - - - - $1,578,000 00 


At thirty dollars per month, except sergeants; and, leaving them on full pay and rations, then the amount would 
be varied, as will appear by the third estimate, viz: 


134 Officers, in a brigade of 4,000 men, at $30, - - - - - $4,020 00 
160 Sergeants, on full pay and rations, ~ - - - - 2,240 00 


One brigade, - - - - - - - $6,260 00 











For 100,000, making twenty-five brigades, - - - - - $156,500 00 
And for 1,000,000, ° ° - ° . . $1,565,000 00 
14th Coneress. ] No. 153. [2d Sessiow. 


MILITIA CLAIMS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 23, 1817, 
JANUARY 23, 1817. 
I transmit to the Senate a report of the acting Secretary of War, in compliance with their resolution of the 8th 


instant. 
JAMES MADISON, 


JANUARY 21, 1817. 


The acting Secretary of War, to whom has been referred the resolution of the Senate of the 8th of this month, 
requesting that the President cause to be laid before the Senate, the amount of money paid by the Government of 
the United States for the services of militia during the late war, stating the amount to each respective State, and 
distinguishing, as far as possible, what has been paid for militia called into service by the authority of the Executive 
of the United States; and that paid for such calls made by authority of a State; and in what cases States have been 
reimbursed which have made advances for their militia, specifying the State in each case, as before,”’ has the honor 
to report: 

That from the year 1812 to the year 1816, no separate appropriations for militia services having been made by 
Congress, no distinct accounts consequently have been kept of the amount paid for the services of militia, called into 
service during the late war, by the authority of the Executive of the United States, or of the amount paid for the 
services of such as were called into service by authority of a State, and recognized and paid and subsisted by the 
United States. 

The report called for on this subject cannot be made, until all the accounts for military expenditures shall have 
been settled; nor will it then be practicable to ascertain fully the distinct expenditures in certain cases, as where 
articles have been used indiscriminately by troops of different descriptions, assembled or acting together. With 
respect to the pay of the militia, the distinct amount thereof may be ascertained, on an investigation of all the pay- 
master’s accounts, a task which cannot be accomplished during the present session. The very heavy disbursements, 
on account of the expenses of the militia so called into service, have been made from the following appropriations 
for the military establishment, viz: “ Pay of the army volunteers and militia,” ** subsistence of the army, volun- 
teers and militia,” ** quartermaster’s department,” ** medical and hospital department,” and “*contingencies.”” In 
the year 1816, an appropriation for one million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars was made on account of 
militia, which sum has been applied to the reimbursement, in part, of the claims of certain States that had made 
advances for the support of their militia in the service of the United States. and the statement marked A, which 
accompanies this report, exhibits the amount expended, the sums reimbursed, and the balances claimed by those 
States respectively. All which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE GRAHAM, 


; Ieting Secretary of Tar. 
Ihe Presipent of the United States. 
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A. 
Statement of claims exhibited by the following States for Militia services, viz: 
Gross amount of | Amount advanc-/ Balance claimed 
claims of each | ed by the Uni- | by the several 
State to whom | ted States on | States to whom 
STATES. advances have | account of the | money hasbeen 
been made on | claims of the | advanced on ac- 
account ofsuch | several States. | count. 
claims. 
New Hampshire, - - - - - - - 64,552 20 40,000 00 24,552 20 
Rhode Island, - - - - - - - 55,787 7 21,917 67 33,869 40 
Pennsylvania, - - - - - - - 268,556 82 . 175,000 00 93,556 82 
Virginia, - - - ‘a - - : 1,769,123 99 1,050,000 00 719,123 99 
North Carolina, - - - - - - - 7,479 33 30,000 00 7,479 33 
$2,195,499 41 | $1,316,917 67| $878,581 74 

















Deranrment oF War, AppirionaL AccounTant’s Orrice, January 13, 1817 


" PETER HAGNER. 





Lith Coxcress. ] No. 154. 


[2d Session. 





INQUIRY INTO THE CONDUCT OF GENERAL HARRISON WHILE COM- 


MANDING THE NORTHWESTERN ARMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 20, 1817. 


Mr. Ricuarp M. Jounson made the following report: 


The select committee, to whom was referred the letter and documents from the acting Secretary of War on the sub- 
ject of General Harrison’s letter, [See No. 150,] ask leave to report: 

That they have investigated the facts involved in this inquiry, by the examination of documents, and a great 
number of the most respectable witnesses personally acquainted with the transactions upon which the inquiry origi- 
nated; and the committee are unanimously of opinion that General Harrison stands above suspicion, as to his having 
had any pecuniary or improper connexion with the officers of the commissariat for the supply of the northwestern 
army; that he did not wantonly or improperly interfere with the rights of contractors; and that he was in his measures 
governed by a proper zeal and devotion to the public interest. The committee ask leave to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject; and, as the papers refer in part to the conduct and transactions of the con- 
tractors of the northwestern army, whose accounts are unsetled, and only incidentally involved in this inquiry, 
that the papers be transmitted to the Department of War. 





14th ConGress. ] No. 155. 


[2d Session. 





BREVET RANK. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 28, 1817, 


Mr. Lownpes made the following report: 


The Committee of Ways and Means, in examining the estimates for the military service for the year 1817, have 
had their attention drawn to the charge produced by brevet commissions, not more by its amount than its uncer- 
tainty. It is stated that this charge is continually fluctuating by the removal of brevet officers to or from posts 
which before were commanded by officers without brevets. The committee will not be expected to discuss the 
military question, Whether the number and grade of officers in our service be adequate to the number of troops 
which they are required to command? But, if they are adequate, it should seem that brevet officers cannot be 
assigned ** to separate posts, districts, or detachments, unless officers whose lineal rank qualifies them for such posts 
are unemployed.” Such would be the fact, if the terms which have been referred to were considered as conveying any 
definite limitation. ‘The committee, however, believe that, in their construction, they have not been so considered. 
The effect has substantially been, that the proportion of the higher officers to the whole force of the army has been 
greater than was intended by the act fixing the military peace establishment of the United States. As the committee 
suppose that this effect was not intended to be produced by the act which authorized the President to confer brevet 
rauk, (the value of which asa testimony of public approbation was not expected to result from additional pay, which, 
indeed, was not made its permanent appendage,) they have directed their chairman to report a bill repealing 
the provision which entitles officers breveted under the act of the 6th July, 1812, to additional pay or emoluments. 
By an act passed in 1802, the commanding officer of each separate post may be allowed such additional rations as 
the President may direct. This provision, which is probably necessary to enable an inferior officer to bear the 
increased expenses which the command of a post cannot fail in his case to produce, does not seem to the commitiee 
to be justly applicable to an officer of superior rank. They submit a clause upon this subject in the bill which they 
report. 
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MILITIA CLAIMS OF MARYLAND. 
OMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FFBRUARY 24, 1817 


DepartMENT or War, February 24, 1817. 


ae 
In cum fiance with a resolut ion of the Senate, «: ited the 22d instant, * requesting the acting Secretary of 

War to lay betore the Sena te the probable amount of the claim of the State of Mary land, for militia services during 
the Res war, and such information as he may be in possess ion os on that subject,” [have the honor to state, 
the St ite of Maryland for militia services during the late war 


hat no spec ific account 
as been rendered, 
tf Maryland to itl just her claim against 
Department on the subject. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


of the expenses incurred by 
The enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. John L. Kerr, who is the agent appointed by the State 
the United States, exhibits the general information in the possession of this 


tien. Jouw~ Gaitrarp, President ef the Senate. 


Union Horer, GeorGetown, February 22, 1817. 


~ 


In the conversati ons, hich | have had the honor to hold with you, on the subject of the claims of the State 
i Mi wyland, for a reimbursement of expenditures, incurred by calling out her militia, to resist the repeated incur- 


S, al ad to meet the attacks of the common enemy, (sudden and grievous as they were to her citizens) I explained 
use of my inability to lay before you, at this time, an exact spec ification of the various heads of advances 
rade fur thi is olde ‘ct by the authority of our State, always in full assurance that they must be ultimately indemnified, 
i begle ave, ir, to repeat to you that the late period of the enactment by our Legislature, at their late session, of a 
aw tor the purpose of causing these claims to be formally —— for liquidation, rendered it impracticable to 
ring with me at once such precise statements and vouchers, as may be requisite for their final adjustment. I hoped, 
powever, that no difficulty would arise in the way of my obtaining, 2 this time, from the authority of the President 
hrough your Department, a recognition of such genera! principles as wouid embrace the entire de mand of Maryl: and. 
ind afford to mea proper hasis, on which I might soon prepare a satisfactory account. In our last conference on 
this subject, I distinctly enderstoed from you, that all expenses incurred by an individual State, in calling out ¢ 
militia for the purpose of re pelling an_ invasion, or a menace of attic k from the enemy, would be reimbursed where 
‘here had been either a previous requisition or subsequent approbiat ion of such calls by the Government of the United 
but you declined to ce oncede another principle, about which I was chie fly anxious, and in which the State of 
alled forth by State authority to repel an invasion or 
vere constantly occurring during the late war, and 
ing its military force, the Goverime nt of the United 


a 
t »you 


‘ h 


he 


States; 


Maryland is most concerned, that, where the militia has been « 


‘hi eatened invasion of the enemy, in those emergencies which 

wh ich the laws of such State recognized as fit occasions for arrayi 

tates, being bound by the constitution to pre wide for the common defence, and to-protect each State against inva- 
Under the sanction of the first two princip les . to 


ion, wil ratify the measure and assume the expenses incurred. 
» full extent of which, I understand, there are,in your Department. precedents of cl: ims 3 f States, already liquidated 


t time, arranged and pres ented for settlement, and on 'the 
prepared to produce explicit evidence of the actual ser- 
under which they were called out,a just 
: the residue of our demand. 


j i a part of those of Maryland will be, in it shor 
ground I have stated, I flatter myself, that when f shall be 
vices rendered by our militia, and of the ni ture of the em ‘rgencies 
ind fair interpretation of the constitution and existing laws will enable you toassum« 
Exposed as Maryland, by its peculiar geogr: aphica! situation, will always be to the ravages of war, in any contest 
vith an enemy having a naval superiority, she must, necessarily, as in the late war with Great hoe become an 
involuntary creditor of the United States, whose Government is bound by the principles of the federal compact, to 
protect her: and in those distressing emergencies which will admit of no delay to obtain a a assurance of 
eimbursement of her expenditures, she must promptly put forth her energies and resources for her own protection, 
ind, consequently, for the general defence; and she must liberally confide in the justice and sound policy of the 
General Government, to indemnify her, in all cases, for such indispensable advances for the common security. To 
inticipate a refusal on the part of the General Government. as to the ex igencies of the late war, to adopt such a liberal 
-onstruction of its powers and duties, as will fulfil the ee xpectations of the people of Maryland, would be to 
mpute to it a system of policy, which seems to me as incompatible with the future safety of our common country 

is Its good faith. 
It is not my intention, sir, to enter at this time into any further discussion of the grounds on which the claims 
“nited States, may be supported 


‘ontided to me by the Government of Maryland, for adjustment with that of the I 
either on constitutional principles, or by the authe ority of precedents, already established ‘in the poten 2 or 
juidation of similar claims of other States, inasmuch as Lam not yet prepared to lay before you the required 
spe cification of all the different heads of expenditure, which compose this mass of claim, and to support them by the 
oper vouchers, and because I entertain the strongest hope that, when they shall be fully explained and understood 
‘hey will receive, without difficulty, the sanction of the President. 
A principal motive for now addressing you this note, is to place in your Department, a mere evidence of the pres- 


demand of the State of Maryland onjthe Government of ‘the United States for expenses incurred for the pay and 
po sistenc e of militia, called out at different periods of the late war with Great Britain, and other charges incident 
to enable you to answer an inquiry, which I have reason to hope will be made by the Com- 
nittee of Finance in the Senate, whe, I understand, are about to close the appropriations for the present year: 
herefore, reserving the right of hereafter presenting any additional claims, which may exist, I beg leave to state the 
imount of the present demand, as estimated to the first of December 1816, at the sum of two hundred and sixty-five 


housand three hundred and forty-seven dollars and forty-four cents. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


» such calls, in order 


JGHN LEEDS KERR. 


Hlon. Georce Granam, acting Secretary of Mar. 
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15th Conaress. } No. 157. List Session. 





DAMAGES FOR ENLISTING A MINOR. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER -12, 1817. 


Mr. Wittiams made the following report: 


Phe Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition and documents of Alexander Worster, of the State 
of Massachusetts, have had the same under consideration, and submit to the house the following report: 


That‘on the 31st day of January, A. D. 1815, the petitioner, acting as captain in the service of the United States, 
enlisted one Noah Hasty, who, at the time, represented himself to be more than twenty-one years of age, and was 
verily believed by the petitioner. Afterwards the said Hasty was discharged by writ of habeas corpus, on the 
ground that he was under age, and enlisted without the consent of his father. And after this again, the father com- 
menced suit against the petitioner for retaining his son, and at a supreme judicial court holden for the county of 
York, in the State aforesaid, recovered judgment against him for the sum of sixty dollars damage, and fifty-five 
pes and twenty-seven cents costs of suit. which he has been obliged to pay, with other large sums, in defence 
of said suit. 

The petitioner further states, that, as an officer of the United States, he could not discharge said soldier till 
satisfied of his minority, and that this did not appear while he retained him. He therefore asks indemnification 
from Gongress. é ; , 

The eleventh section of the act of 1802, fixing the military peace establishment, provides, ** That no person 
under twenty-one years of age shall be enlisted by any officer, or held in the service of the United States, without 
the consent of his parent, guardian, or master, first had and obtained; and if any officer shall enlist any person 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, for every such offence he shall forfeit and pay the amount of 
the bounty and clothing which the person so recruited may have received from the public, to be deducted out of the 
pay and emoluments of such officer.” 

Such is the law by which it is presumed the petitioner should have been governed. ‘The committee then are of 
the opinion, that the losses of which he complains, and for which he asks remuneration, are the inevitable conse- 
quences of his own wrong, and against which he ought to have'used the necessary precaution; that it appears to 
‘hem unreasonable for the Government to interpose; that they are not apprized of any similar case in which relief 
has been extended, and that to do so in this would be unprecedented and improper. They therefore recommend to 
‘he House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 
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STRENGTH OF THE ARMY, AND ITS DISPOSITION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 22, 1817. 
DecEMBER 22, 1817. 


in compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 11th of this month, requesting to be 
iaformed of the present strength of the army of the United States, its distribution among the several military posts 
which it is designed to protect, and its competency to preserve and defend the fortifications amongst which it is 
distributed, and to aid in constructing such other military works, if any, as it may be deemed proper to erect, for 
the more effectual security of the United States, and of the territories thereof, [ now transmit a report from the 


Secretary of War, which contains the information desired. 
JAMES MONROE. 


in compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives requesting the President of the United 
States ** to cause to be laid before the House of Representatives a return of the present strength of the army of the 
United States, with the distribution thereof among the several military posts which it is designed to protect, together 
with any information which he may be able to afford respecting the competency of such force to preserve and defend 
the tortifications amongst which it is distributed, and to aid in constructing and to defend such other military works, 
f any, as it may be in the contemplation of the Government to erect, for the more effectual security of the United 
States, and of the several territories thereof,’ the Secretary of War has the honor to make a return of the present 
strength of the army of the United States, with the distribution thereof among the several military posts. 

The military establishment, as it now stands, is sufficiently extensive to keep the fortifications in a state of pre- 
servation, but is wholly inadequate to defend them against a regular attack 4 a force of sufficient strength and 
skill. To garrison the forts on the maritime frontier alone would require, according to the best information and esti- 
mates of this Department, more than thrice our present number to repel the assaults of such a force. The portion 
of the army stationed in the neighborhood of fortifications now erecting is employed to aid in constructing them; 
but only an inconsiderable number has.yet been so engaged, owing to its dispersed situation. Though not imme- 
diately comprehended in the resolution of the House, it is but justice to the army to observe that it has been em- 
ployed to a considerable extent the last year in the construction of roads, arsenals, and other public works connected 
with the defence of the country. 

The existing fortifications are thought to be wholly insufficient in the event of a future war. As the declaration 
of war is the act of the whole community, justice, honor, and humanity require that every _— of the country 
should, as far as possible, be protected against its ravages. This is among the most sacred duties of the Govern- 
ments; and, impressed with its importance, a board of the most skilful officers in our service has been constituted to 
examine the whole line of our frontier, and todetermine on the position and extent of works that may be necessary to 
the defence of the country.: This great work is not yet completed; and, in its present state, it is impossible to 
speak with any precision as to the extent to which our fortifications ought to be carried. The soldiers will be able 
to render important aid ip constructing the works that may be determined on; but, from the composition of the 


army, they can only come in aid of regular and professed workmen. 
J. C. CALHOUN. 
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STRENGTH OF THE ARMY, AND ITS DISTRIBUTION. 
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1817.) LIST OF BREVET OFFICERS. 











No. 159. [ist Session. 


15th ConGRESs. ] 








LIST OF BREVET OFFICERS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 29, 1817. 
Department or War, December 23, 1817. 


Sie: ‘ - 

In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, directing the Secretary of War to “ report 
a list of all the officers who held brevet rank in the army of the United States, at the close of the late war, noting 
their respective lineal rank atthe time at which their brevet rank was. conferred on them, together with a list of al! 
the officers of the present army who now hold a brevet higher than their lineal rank, and of these, the number and 
grade of all such officers as actually receive, in virtue of their brevet rank, greater pay or emolument than they would 
be otherwise entitled to by law,” I have the honor to transmit a list of the officers who held brevet rank in the army 
of the United States at the close of the late war, marked A; and a list of all the officers of the present army of the 
United States, who now hold brevets higher than their lineal rank, marked B; and a list of the officers who were 
commanding departments and posts, and exercising their brevet rank, respectively. at the last returns, marked C. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, U. S. 


A. 
A list of officers who held brevet rank in the army of the United States at the close of the late war. 


——— . . = _ 








Names. Lineal rank. Brevet rank. Names. Lineal rank. Brevet rank. 
| 

A. Macomb, - | Brig. General. | Maj. General. || Wm. 0. Butler,  - | Captain. Major. 
E. P. Gaines, - do. do. J. B. Murdoch, - do. do. 
W. Scott, - do. do. John M. Davis, - do. do. 
E. W. Ripley, - do. do. || M. Marston, - do do. 
Moses Porter, - - | Colonel. Brig. General. || T. L. Butler, - do. do. 
J. G. Swift, -| do. do. B. Watson,  - do. do. 
James Miller, : do. do. George McGlassin, do. do. 
C. Freeman, - | Lt. Col. | Colonel. Thomas Harrison, - do do. 
John R. Fenwick, - do. do. 1). Ketchum, - do. do. 
George E. Mitchell, do. do. H. Chotard, - do do. 
T. Aspinwall, - do. | 0. B. Birdsall, - do. do. 
Z. Pike, - | Major. | Lt. colonel. S. Vail, - do. do. 
Abr. Eustis, - do. | do. W. Laval, : do. do. 
George Bomford,  - do. | do. G. C. Allen, - do do. 
William McRee, - do. | Colonel. L. Austin, - do. do. 
J. V. Ball, - do. | Lt. colonel. | E. Montgomery, = - do do. 
George Armistead, - do. do. G. D. Smith. - do do, 
Thomas 8. Jesup, - do. Colonel. | J. Read, - do. do. 
J. E. Wool, - do. Lt. colonel. Wm. J. Worth, — - do. do. 
J. Hindman, - do. do. Richard Zantzinger, | Ist Lieutenant. | Captain. 
H. Perre, - do. 0. D. Frazer, - 0. Major. 
H. Leavenworth, - do. Colonel. E. De Russey, - do. Captain. 
R. Butler, - do. Lt. colonel. John Mountfort, - | do. do. 
J. McNeal, - do Colonel. Chester Root, - do. do. 
W.H. Overton, = - do. Lt. colonel. Harold Smyth. - do. do. 
T. Chambers, - do. do. David Riddle, - do. Major. 
W. Piatt, - do. do. John P. Livingston, do. Captain. 
D. Appling, - do. do. Benj. F. Larned, - do. do. 
Wn. on - do. do. David B. Douglas, - do. do. 
George M. Brooke, - do. Colonel. Samuel Spotts, - do. do. 
R. H. McPherson, - do. Lt. colonel. William Gibbs, —- do. do. 
J. Whistler, - | Captain. Major. N.S. Clark, - do. do. 
H. McCall, - do. do. Charles J. Nourse, - do. do. 
John B. Walback, - do. do. Henry Whiting, - do. do. 
E. Humphrey, - do. do. Richard K. Call, - do. do. 
A. P. Hayne, - do. do. John W. Holding, - do. do. 
J. B. Crane, - do. 0. Johnathan Kearsley, do. do. 
Roger Jones, - do. Lt. colonel. Joseph Gleason, = - do. do. 
J. H. Boyle, : do. Major. George Watts, - | 2d Lieutenant. | Ist Lieutenant, 
Alex. S. Brooks, - do. do. E. B. Randolph, -/|° do. do. 
Nathan Towson, - do. Lt. colonel. John Watmaugh,  - do. . do. 
S. B. Archer, - do. Major. Joshua Brant, - do. do. 
Thomas Biddle, = - do. 0. George Trescot,  - | do. do. 
8. D. Harris, - do. Lt. colonel. J. J. Cromwell, -| do. do. 
J. A. Burd, : do. Major. H. M. Campbell, - | do. Captain. 
W. Youngs, -| , do. do. J.S.Schumck,~— - do. Ist Lieutenant. 
J. Pentland, - do. do. R.M. Kirby, —- do. Captain. 
R. Desha, - do. do. John P. Dieterich, - do. Ist Lieutenant. 
J.T. Chunn, - do. 0. H. C. Story, - do. do. 
J. G. Totten, - do. Lt. colonel. Richard H. Lee, - | 3d Lieutenant. | do. 
C. Larrabee, - do. Major. P. O. Fling, - do. do. 
A. C. W. Fanning, do. 0. Charles Cisna, - do. 2d Lieutenant. 
W. S. Foster, . do. do. Samuel Riddle, — - do. do. 
S. Burbank, - do. do. Joseph Leach, : do. do. 
J. L. Baker, - do. do. 












































——— 
—————$— 























674 MILITARY AFFAIRS. (1817.. 
B. 

A list of all the officers of the present army of the United States, who now hold brevets higher than their lineal rank. 
Names. Lineal rank. Brevet rank. Names. Lineal rank. Brevet rank. 

Alexander Macomb, | Brig. Genera!. | Maj. General. || W. Youngs. - | Captain. Major. 

E. P. Gaiues, - do. do. J. T. Chunn, - do. do. 

Winfield Scott, - do. do. J. G. Totten, - do. Lt. colonel. 

E. W. Ripley, - do. do. T. Stockton, - do. Major 

Moses Porter, - | Colonel. Brig. General. || C. Larrabee, - do. do. 

T. A, Smith, - 0- 0. A. C. W. Fanning, do. do. 

Joseph G. Swift,  - do. do. William S. Foster, - do. do. 

Daniel Bissell, - do. ° do. S. Burbank, - do. do. 

James Miller, - do. 0. M. Marston, - do. do. 

John R. Fenwick, - | Lt. Colonel. Colonel. Benjamin Watson, - do. do. 

George E. Mitchell, do. do. G. McGlassin, - do ‘do. 

Thomas S. Jesup, - . do. do. D. Ketchum, - do do. 

Ab. Eustis. - | Major. Lt. colonel. H. Chotard, - do do. 

William McRee, - do. Colonel. ga Thayer, - do do. 

George Armistead, - do. Lt. colonel. illiam Laval,  - do do. 

J. Hindman, - do. Colonel. Benjamin Birdsall, - do do. 

Henry Leavenworth, do. do. L. Austin, - do do. 

J. McNeal, © - do. 0. E. Montgomery, - do do. 

William Lawrence, do. Lt. colonel. G. D. Smith, - do do. 

George M. Brook, - do. Colonel. William J. Worth, - do do. 

John B. Walback, - | Captain. Lt. colonel. Daniel Riddle, . - do. do. 

Moses Sweet, - do. Major. Joseph S. Nelson, - | Ist Lieutenant. | Captain 

E. Humphreys, - do. do. D. 'T. Welsh, . do. do. 

E. Cutler, - do. do. 1). B. Douglass, = - do. do. 

Peter Muh'enburg, - do. do. T. J. Beall, - do. do. 

J. Dinkins, - do. do. R. A. Zantzinger, - do. do. 

J. Dorman, - do. do. C. Root, - do. do. 

Daniel Baker, - do. * do. J. Mountfort, . do. do. 

R. Gray, - do. do Samuel Spotts, - do. do. 

J. B. Crane, - do. do. William Gibbs, = - do. do. 

Roger Jones, - do. Lt. colonel. R. K. Call, - do. do. 

A. 8. Brooks, - do. Major. G. Gooding, - do. do. 

Nathan Towson, - do. Lt. colonel. J. Gleason, - do. do. 

S. B. Archer, - do. Major. J. W. Holding, - do. do 

Thomas Biddle, = - do. do. B. F. Larned, - do. do. 

J. Sprould, - do. do. J. P. Livingston, - do. : do. 

J.H.Vose,  —s do. do. T. P. McMahon, - | 2d Lieutenant. | 1st Lieutenant. 

William Bradford, - do. do. H. C. Story, - do. do. 

S. D. Harris, - do. Lt. colonel. J. Schmuck, - do. do. 

John A. Burd, - do. Major. E. Brimhall, - do. do. 

J. Selden, - do. Lt. colonel. J. S. Abeel, - do. do. 

Turner Croker, - do. Major. Richard H. Lee,. do. do. 

D. E. Twiggs, - do. do. J. B. Brant, - do. do 




















C. 


ApsuTanTt AND Inspector GeneRAL’s Orrice, December 23, 1817. 
By the last returns received at this office, the following officers of the army were commanding departments and 


posts, and exercising their brevet rank respectively, viz: 


Brigadier General Macomb, brevet major general, commanding department No. 5. 

Brigadier General Gaines, brevet major general, commanding the eastern section of the south division. 
Brigadier General Scott, brevet major general, commanding department No. 1 and 3. 

Brigadier General Ripley, brevet major general, commanding department No. 8. 


Colonel T. A. Smith, brevet brigadier general, commanding department No. 9. 


Colonel Porter, brevet brigadier general, commanding department No. 4, and 
Colonel Miller, brevet brigadier general, commanding department No. 2. 
At Fort Preble, Portland, Maine, Captain Crane of artillery, brevet major. 


Fort Constitution, Portsmouth, Captain Walback, do. 


do. lieutenant colonel. 


Fort Sewall, Marblehead, Captain Harris, light artillery, do. lieutenant colonel. 
do. _—_do. lieutenant colonel. 


Fort Independence, Boston, Major Eustis, 
Fort Warren, do. Captain Brooks, do 


. do, major. 


Fort Wollcot, Newport, R. Island, Captain Towson,do. do. lieutenant colonel. 
Fort Columbus, New York, Captain Stockton, ee do. major. 
0. 


Fort Mifflin, Philadelphia, Captain Biddle, 
Fort Washington, Potomac, Captain Jones, do 


do. major. 


. — do, lieutenant colonel. 
Fort Gratiot, outlet of Lake Huron, Major McNeal, Jun. 5th infantry, brevet colonel. 


Greenbush, near Albany, Captain Smith, 2d do. do. major. 
Fort Harrison, Indiana, Captain Chunn, 3d do. do. major. 
Chicago, Captain Baker, 3d do. do. major. 
Harbor of New York, Major Hindman, artillery, do. colonel. 
Fort Wayne, Ohio, Captain Vose, 5th infantry, do. major. 
Fort Charlette, Mobile, First Lieutenant Beall, artillery, do. captain. 
Fort St. Philip, Louisiana, Captain Humphrey, do. do. major. 
Cantonment, Mount Pelier, Captain Cutler, 4th infantry, do. major. 
Arsenal at Greenleaf’s Point, First Lieutenant Nelson, ordnance, do. captain. 


Arsenal at Rome, First Lieutenant Welch, 
The stations of the above officers are liable to constant 


Laws and Regulations. 


do do. 


captain. 


change; other officers not breveted, may succeed to those 
stations; and other brevet officers may also be called to separate commands; hence it is impossible to state accurately 
what officers of the army may be so commanding as to entitle them to pay according to their brevets, which are 
restricted by regulation as far as the laws and articles of war will justify. See pages 17, 35, and 52 of the Military 


In addition to the foregoing, the following officers of the corps of engineers, who held brevets higher than their. 
‘ineal rank, are performing duties which entitle them to pay accurding to their brevets: 


Colonel Joseph G. Swift, brevet brigadier general. 
Captain J. G. Totten, brevet lieutenant colonel. 
Captain S. Thayer, brevet major. 
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THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 9, 1818. 


Mr. Harrison made the following report: 


The committee, to whom was referred so much of the message of the President as relates to the militia, have had 
that subject under consideration, and beg leave to report: 


That the constitution grants to Congress the following powers in relation to the militia, to wit: To provide for 
organizing the militia: he atin aon ter disciplining them, for calling them into the service of the United States, 
for governing them therein, and for compensating them for their services; which powers the committee have con- 
sidered separately. - eg : suite th 

1. The committee are of opinion, that, in organizing the militia, it would be a great improvement to divide them 
into two classes, with a view to train diligently, and to provide to arm immediately, the young men, and exempt 
the elderly men from that sacrifice of time which effective training would require; the organization of the militia 
might remain in all other respects nearly as heretofore established. = ; ae en 

2. The constitution having made it the duty of Congress to provide for arming the militia, this power A _ 
duly exercised by merely enacting that the militia shall arm themselves. A law to that effect, on gage? 
penalties, will be disregarded, and if thus sanctioned, will be unjust, for it will operate as a capitation -_, he . 1 
the opulent and the needy will pay equally, and which will not be borne by the States in the proportion fixed by 
the constitution. The committee do not approve of putting public arms into the hands of the militia, when not 
necessary. That mode would expose the arms to be lost and destroyed. “They conceive that Congress should 4 
vide arsenals, from which the militia of every part of the United States could draw arms when necessary, whic 
would be a sufficient exercise of the power to provide for arming the militia. . ? sted 

3. Congress having power to provide for governing the militia only when they are in the service of the Unite 
States, and the authority of training them belonging to the State Governments, the committee have not re aryet 

roper that Congress should prescribe the time to be devoted to training, or the manner in which that object wi 
be best effected. It is the duty of the State Legislatures to enact the necessary laws for that purpose. ‘The com- 
mittee deem it a sufficient exercise of the power to provide for disciplining the militia, to direct the appointment of 
the necessary officers, to prescribe their duties, and to provide a system of discipline, comprehending the camp 
duties, instruction, field exercise, and field service of the militia. be .* 7 

4. The committee are of opinion, that the regulations for calling forth the militia may remain substantially as as 
present existing: That the President should, in all cases, address his orders immediately to some officer of the “a 
tia, and not to the Executive of any State. The Governor of a State is not a militia officer, bound to execute the 
od the President; he cannot be tried for disobedience of orders, and punished by the sentence of a court 
martial. ; 

5. In providing for governing the militia in the service of the United States, it has appeared to your committee, 
that the senior class might be exempted from being marched out of the State to which they may belong: that the 
junior class, composed of ardent and vigorous men, the efficient force of the nation, should, when called into ser- 
vice, continue therein some time after having acquired the knowledge and habits of —— that the officers should, 
by their own consent, be continued still longer in service, as military knowledge, principles, and habits, are most 
essential to the officers, who are the souls of an army. It has also appeared to your committee, that those princi- 
ples would be best acquired by the officers of the militia, in serving with officers of the regular troops on court 
martial, for the trial of offenders either of the regular troops or militia. ; ; 

6. The compensation to the militia for their services, consisting of pay and allowance for clothing, and of pensions 
. —- * disability by wounds received in the service, the committee would allow to remain nearly as heretofore 

xe aw. 

The committee, acting according to the foregoing principles, report a bill to provide for organizing, arming, and 


. ? . 
disciplining the militia, or calling them into the service of the United States, for governing them Geveia, and for 
compensating them for their services. 
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PAY OF BREVET OFFICERS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 12, 1818, 


Mr. Lownpes made the following report: 


The committee, appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, to confer with a committee of the Senate, on 
the subject of the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on the amendment of the Senate, to the bill making appro- 
priatiqns for the military service of the United States for the year 1818, have met the committee of the Senate, 
in pursuance of their appointment. They considered it right to offer to the committee of the Senate the follow- 
ing exposition of the views which they supposed the House of Representatives to have taken in disagreeing to 


- amendment of the Senate, in the hope that it might obviate or lessen the difficulties which separated the two 
ouses. 


By the construction of the law of 1812, which the committee of the House of Representatives believed to be 
adopted by that House, the pay of a brevet commission is due only when the officer exercises a command to which 
his lineal rank would not entitle him. To such command under the President’s general order of 1816 and 1817, he 
may be assigned, upon special and temporary occasions. It is believed, from the amendment proposed by the 
Senate, that their construction is not very different from this. The construction of the War Department, however, 
is very different. The Committee of the- House of Representatives consider it wrong to explain or amend an act by 
which salaries or pay is regulated by the provisions of an appropriation law. ‘But if it were right, the short debate 
which occurred in the House of Representatives, on the Senate’s amendment, sufficiently proves that that amend- 
ment might change a little the ground of argument, but would not terminate the controversy. 

_ As an amendment of the law of 1812, the provision proposed by the Senate, is, therefore, unsatisfactory, and to 
insist upon an appropriation previous to an amendment, is to insist either that the one body shall conform its appro- 
priations, not to its own construction of existing laws, but tu that of the other body, or that both shall adopt what 
both believe to be erroneous, the construction of the Executive Government. 
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The committee of the House of Representatives believe, that respect for the rights of both Houses requires that 
the act of 1812 should be amended, by defining, more precisely, the contingencies in which pay shall be due, or 
if this be impracticable, by authorizing it in all cases, or in none. The bill which passed the House of Representa- 
tives, at its last session, may explain the amendment which it then preferred, but it now insists only that the 
amending law should first determine to whom pay is due, before an appropriation should be made for its payment. 

The committee of the House of Representatives consider it necessary, to fair and free legislation, that appropria- 
ations, in regard to the propriety or the extent of which, the two Houses find, after deliberation, that they still differ, 
should be separated from those whieh both consider as necessary to the public service. Ifeither branch of the 
Legislature’determine that it will not make the great mass of necessary appropriations, while there remains one 
unprovided for, which it considers to be proper, it throws upon the other branch the necessity of concurring in an 
appropriation which it may believe that neither the law nor the public interest requires, or of endangering all the 
appropriations of the Government. The committee of the House of Representatives hope that the appropriations 
which both Houses deem necessary will be made, and: that the appropriation for brevet officers which the Senate 
suggests will be left to be provided for when an amendment to the act of 1812 shal! determine what that appropria- 
tion ought to be. . , 

The committee of the Senate, in answer to these observations, supported their amendment by arguments, which 
they have since reduced to writing, and which the committee of the House of Representatives are thus enabled to 
report more accurately than they could otherwise have done. 

The conferees, on the part of the Senate, admitted that doubts might exist, as to the proper construction of the 
act of 1812, allowing pay to brevet officers, and that it might be found expedient to.remove such doubts by an 
explanatory law defining more precisely the contingencies in which such pay should be allowed, but as according 
to the construction given that law by the House of Representatives as stated by their conferees, which accords 
substantially with that contained in the Senate’s amendment; expenditures to a certain extent would be legally 
authorized under it, and must be supposed to have taken place and to continue to take place, until the law shall be 
altered. ‘The conferees of the Senate were of opinion that an appropriation sufficient to cover such probable expen- 
diture ought now to be made, without waiting for the passage of such explanatory law. They did not think such 
law should be made to haye a retrospective operation so as to affect expenditures legally incurred before its passage; 
nor could they perceive how the passage of such a law could be deemed hecessary to determine the propriety of 
making an appropriation to meet an expenditure which it could not regulate. ‘They admitted that generally it would 
not be the most correct course to amend a law establishing salaries or authorizing an expenditure by a provision in 
a general appropriation law, though they believed there was no constitutional or legal objection to such a courses 
but they stated further: Ist. That the Senate’s amendment was not designed as an alteration of the law of 1812, 
but only expressing the construction of that law which appeared to the Senate the correct one, and restricting the 
sum appropriated to the discharge of expenditures incurred pursuant te such construction, which it is presumed may 
be done on the same principle that other specific appropriations are made applicable to the objects designated, and 
to no others. 2d. If the objection be to the words in the Senate’s amendment, which restrict the application of the 
sum appropriated to services performed by brevet officers when acting in their brevet rank, the conferees of the 
Senate would agree to strike out these words and have the sum appropriated applicable to services performed by 
such officers generally agreeably to the terms of the estimates. Though the conferees of the Senate were willing to 
admit that generally, it would not be advisable to embarrass a measure embracing the mass of appropriations deemed 
necessary, by insisting on one of a doubtful nature, they did not consider the argument as in any degree affecting 
the present case, the appropriation insisted on by them not being doubtful in its nature; because, according to any 
fair construction that can be given the law of 1812, and adopting that preferred by the House of Representatives, 
some expenditure is authorized, and must be presumed to take place under it, before an explanatory law can be 
passed; and an appropriation to meet such expenditure did not appear to them of a doubtful nature, and on such 
alone they insisted. It appeared also to the conferees of the Senate, that the construction given the law for several 
years by the Government, and acquiesced in by Congress, allowing brevet officers such pay as is now asked gave 
those officers reasonable ground to expect a continuance thereof so long as the law continued in force, and as the 
‘xpenditure now proposed to be provided for did not arise out of any new construction of the law, and had at least 
in part already accrued, they considered it the duty of the two Houses to provide for it in the general appropriation 
law, and not leave it to be provided for in an act which may or may not pass; and they could see no ground for 
postponing the appropriation now insisted on by them that would not equally apply to any other asked for to meet 
an expenditure already incurred under any law that it might be suggested required amendment. 

The conferees of the Senate stated explicitly, they would not insist on making, at this time, any appropriation, 
with a view of covering an expenditure which should accrue subsequent to the period at which an explanatory law 
relating to the matter in question, could be supposed to pass, and which might, therefore, be either authorized or 
controlled by such law; and though the sum requisite to meet the expenditure that must accrue under the existing 
law, befvre it can be altered, could not be exactly ascertained, it might be estimated with nearly the same accuracy 
that sums for other objects are; and therefore its uncertainty appeared to them to form no solid objections to the 
measure. 

For the purpose, therefore, of providing for such expenditure alone as must, in any event, take place, and leav- 
ing the two Houses to act in regard to the subject in future as each should consider correct, without being considered 
in any manner compromitted by the appropriation that might now be made; and anxious to reconcile, as far as prac- 
ticable, the views entertained by both Houses on this subject, by making those of the House of Representatives, as 
far as, in their opinion, a due regard to correct legislation, and the duty they owe the Senate, would authorize, the 
conferees of the Senate proposed, if the conferees of the House of Representatives would agree thereto, to modify 
the Senate’s amendinent, so as to read as follows: 

For additional pay, rations, and forage, to officers having brevet commissions, when commanding separate posts, 
districts, or detachments, requiring them to act in their brevet rank, during the months of January, February and 
March, of the present year, nine thousand dollars. 

The committee of the House of Representatives did not consider this modification as in any material degree 
lessening the objections to the Senate’s amendment. ‘They should prolong their report unreasonably, if they were 
to repeat the answers which were given to the arguments of the committee of the Senate. In one respect they seem 
to have been misunderstood. The’committee of the Senate consider them as admitting, that, under a just construc- 
tion of the law of 1812, some expenditure must be presumed to take place, and to require an appropriation in this 
year. But they have made no such admission. In the army of the United States there is notoriously a number of 
officers in every high grade disproportionately great, when compared with the number of men whom they command, 
and if brevet officers are entitled to additional pay only when they command posts requiring them to act in their 
brevet rank, (and such is the construction of the Senate,) it may be reasonably presumed, that, while peace contin- 
ues, there will no where be found that deficiency of lineal rank which will require brevet officers so to act. 

As the conferees of the Senate thought the objection urged by those of the House of Representatives to the course 
pursued by the Senate, that it made the passage of the large number of appropriations, in which both Houses concur, 
depend upon that of one, im respect to which they differ, an objection imapplicable to the subject, the committees 
were obliged to separate, without agreeing on the subject of the Senate’s amendment. The committee of the House 
vo! Representatives regret that such has been the result, and have only to hope, that if they have mistaken or 
misapplied the principles which ouglit to regulate the conduct of the two Houses, on the subject of appropriation 
bills, that their errors may be corrected by the wisdom of the House. 
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ARMS DELIVERED TO THE SEVERAL STATES—MILITIA FORCE—AND THE NUMBER OF 
ARMS MADE AND REPAIRED AT THE PUBLIC ARMORIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 24, 1818, 


Wasnineton, February 23, 1818. 
To the Senate of the United States: 


In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, requesting me to cause to be laid before them, “ a statement 
of all the arms and accoutrements which have been manufactured at the different armories of the United States, 
with the cost of each stand; and the number delivered to each State respectively, under the act for arming the 
whole body of the militia.” £ now transmit a report from the Secretary of War, with the documents marked A, B, 
and C, which, together with a report to him from the Ordnance Department, contains the information required. 


JAMES MONROE. 


Department oF War, February 21, 1818. 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred a resolution of the Senate of the 2d instant, ‘* requesting the 
President of the United States to cause to be laid before the Senate, a statement of all the arms and accoutrements 
which have been manufactured at the different armories of the United States, with the cost of each stand; and the 
number delivered to each State respectively, under the act for arming the whole body of the militia,” has the honor 
to transmit statements marked A, B, and C, accompanied by a letter from the Ordnance Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. ©. CALHOUN. 


Tne Presipent or THE UNitrEp STATES. 


Orpnance Department, February 19, 1818. 
Sir: 

In answer to the call of the honorable the Senate of the United States, of the 2d February, 1818, as commu- 
nicated from the War Department, for **a return of the arms and military stores furnished to the respective States, 
under the provisions of the law of 1808,” I have the honor, in obedience to your divections, to submit the following 
report: 

"ia account was made out in the Department of War, from the vouchers transmitted to this office, and that of 
the late Superintendent General of military supplies, of the whole number of arms which appeared to have been 
delivered under the law of 1808, amounting, as per statement accompanying this report, and marked A, to $62,606. 

Taking that account as a basis, an apportionment was made of the number, or part thereof, which each State was 
entitled to, according to its effective militias the respective numbers of which will appear in the statement marked 
8, and annexed thereto. 7 

The document, marked A, will also exhibit wherein some States have received more and others less than their 
respective proportions of arms. 

The apportionment and adjustment thus made was considered, by the Department of War, as bringing them 
up to the Ist January, 1816; and the final settlement, and future arrangement for deliveries, were referred to the ; 
Department of Ordnance. 

In obedience to that reference, circular letters were addressed on the 18th September, 1816, and 15th April, 

1817, to the Executive authorities of the several States, by the Department of Ordnance, announcing that it would 
take measures for a general settlement of the accounts of arms (in whatever way delivered) between them and 
the United States: that it would be prepared to make further deliveries where they should be due; and that where 
balances appeared against any particular State, the amount would be included in the next quota which should be 
assigned iit. Intimation was also given that where artillery should be preferred, in lieu of arms, this Department 
would furnish it accordingly. 

The officers of the Ordnance Department have, since those communications, attended to ‘the service which de- 
volved upon them, as far as has been found practicable. as will more fully appear under the head of ‘* Remarks,” 
which are attached to the statement marked A. 

Considerable embarrassment and delay occurred in the performance of that service, from the difficulty of obtain- 
ing regular and correct vouchers for the deliveries of arms, as directed by the law of 1808, in distinction from those 
delivered to the militia whilst in the service of the United States, during the late war: a difficulty, perhaps, un- 
avoidable, from the extensive scenes of military operations, and the consequent loose or incorrect manner in which 
accounts of the deliveries of arms and other munitions of war were made and recorded. 

It will be perceived, from the exhibit marked B, that the returns ef the effective militia in the respective States 
is very deficient, some of them being of a very remote date. _ Partial returns have been received for 1816, and 1817, 
at the office of the Adjutant and Inspecter General of the United States Army, but it will be necessary, and it is 


respectfully recommended, that measures be taken for obtaining more complete returns to that office, agreeably to if 
laws of Sth May, 1792, and 2d March, 1803, before another apportionment of arms be assigned to the respective 
States. 


This Department is continuing its exertions to effect a settlement up to the Ist January, 1816, as speedily as pos- 
sible; greater delay has been hitherto experienced than was originally anticipated. 

I have the honor also to enclose a statement of the number and species of arms manufactured and repaired at 
the national armories, since their first establishment, which you will perceive from the exhibit marked C, and also 
called for by the honorable Senate. 

With much respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


GEORGE BOMFORD, Lieut. Col. of Ordnance. 
Hon. J. C. Catuoun, Secretary of War. 
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B. 


Statement of the Militia of the United States, taken from the latest returns of States and Territories, and upon 
which was predicated the apportionment of arms to the different States, under the law of April, 1808, a state- 


ment of which accompanies this return. 





























States and Territories. —- Aggregate. States and. Territories. png Aggregate. 
New Hampshire, - - 1813 24,902 || Georgia, - . ° 1815 27,480 
Massachusetts, - - - 1815 69,175 Kentucky, - - : 1815 49,719 
Vermont, - - - 1809 20,259 || Tennessee, - - -| 1812 29,193 
Rhode Island, - - - 1814 8,255 || Ohio, - : - - 1814 36,771 
Connecticut, - - - 1815 18,309 || Louisiana, (no return.) 
New York, - - 1814 95,026 || District of Columbia, - - 1812 2,252 
New Jersey, - ° - 1815 36,966 || Mississippi territory,  - - 1812 5,291 
Pennsylvania, - - - 1812 99,414 Indiana territory, - - 1814 5,010 
Delaware, - - - 1813 7,448 |} Illinois territory, (uo return.) 
Maryland, - - - 1811 32,189 || Missouri territory, - - 1814 2,812 
Virginia, - - - - 1815 83,847 || Michigan territory, (no return.) 
North Carolina, - - - 1815 43,217 
South Carolina, - -@ - 1815 32,202 - 729,737 














<= 


Orpnance DepartMENT, February 19, 1818. ' 
GEORGE BOMFORD, Leut. Col. of Ordnance. 


C. 


A statement of the number and species of arms manufactured, and the number and species of arms repaired at the 
national armories; and also of ythe moneys expended at those works, exhibiting a view of the whole, from the 
period of their first establishment, and according to the accounts received and on record in the Department of 


Ordnance. January, 1818. 





ARMORY, HARPER’S FERRY, VIRGINIA. 















































Total amount ex- 
YEARS. Muskets made. Muskets Rifles made. Pistols made. | pended, includin 
repaired. purchases, build 
ings, repairs, &c. 
| 
| 
1798 and 1800, - : - | - - - - $59,908 32 
1801, - - - 293 - - 27,201 81 
1802, - - - 1,472 - - - 29,334 33 
1803, - - - 1,048 - - - 28,697 58 
1804, - - : 161 ° 780 - 31,313 71 
1805, - - : : ° 1,716 - 31,262 17 
1806, - - : 136 - 1,381 - 41,908 80 
1807, - : - 50 - 146 2,892 40,631 28 
1808, - - - 3,051 - - 1,208 104,952 63 
1809, - - - 7,348 - - : 158,835 13 
1810, - - - 9,400 691 - - 145,042 30 
18ll, - - - 10,000 1,392 - - ‘ 139,707 59 
1812, - - - 10,200 2,113 - - 161,772 01 
1813, - - 9,000 612 - - 183,663 93 
1814, - - - 10,400 548 1,600 - 144,010 81 
1815, - - - 5,239 - 1,469 - 125,335 82 
1816, - - - 6,416 23 2,052 - 227,286 87 
1817, - - - 8,513 - 2,726 - 177,533 00 
Total, - - 82,727 5,379 11,870 4,100 $1,858,398 09 
REMARKS. 
‘The amount expended at this armory in 1817, is - - - - - $177,533 


Muskets manufactured, - " 3 
Rifles manufactured, 2,726, equal in labor to = - - : - - 3,770 


Total number of muskets, - 12,283 


In order to ascertain the precise cost of each musket, the following deduction should be made: 


Probable amount of expenditures for repairing mill-dam, laborers employed thereat, &c.  - 2,500 
Actual expenditure, - - $175,033 


From the above deduction being made, it would result that the actual cost of muskets at this armory, will be 


$14 25 each. ‘ 
Stock and tools, and unfinished work on hand, estimated at - - - - - $256,000 
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ARMORY, SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS. 

















Total amount of ex- 
penditures, includ- 
ing purchases, 


factured. repaired. | factured. buildings, repairs 
&e. 

















YEARS. | Muskets manu- Muskets Carbines manu- 
|. 
| 
































1795, - - . - “- 245 - - $4,495 5 
1796, : . . - | s38si . . 15,392 25 
1797, - - - - : 1,028 | - : 18,863 80 
1798, - : . * . 1,044 ° | - 19,157 40 
1799, * ? ° . — 4 4,595 - | - 84,299 23 
1800, - . . . - | 4,862 | . . 64,924 94 
1801, ‘ : . . . 3.205 | : ; 50,328 94 
1802, - - - ° ms 4,358 | - t - 30,142 55 
1803, - : . eq 4,775 | - 32,459 74 
1804, : . . - - | 3,566 . . 43,312 64 
1805, - - - - - | 3,535 - - 45,937 25 
1806, - - . - - 2,018 - | - 42,674 01 
1807, - - - - - | 5,692 . - 55,304 64 
1808, ‘ . . . . 5.870 | - . . 103,174 71 
1809, . : _ - 4 7,070 1,086 600 122,469 31 
1810, - - - - - 9,700 1,406 602 131,556 47 
1811, ° : , . - 12,020 | : ‘ 114,151 26 
1812, : - - - - 10,140 | - - 139,340 07 
1813, - - - - - 6,920 11,105 - 101,958 48 
1814, “ . . . . 9,585 5,475 ‘ 102,632 64 
1815, - : - : - 7,279 21,145 - 151,456 37 
1816, ° . ‘ 7,199 | 5,129 . 155,951 65 
1817, - - - - - 13,015 454 - 187,138 08 
Total, - - 128,559 45,800 | 1,202 $1,820,122 08 
REMARKS. 
The actual expenditure in the manufacture of arms at this armory, in i817, - - $187,138 06 
In order to ascertain the precise cost of each musket, the following deductions should be made: 
For muskets which have been repaired at the armory in 1817, - - - $2,000 00 
For inspection of contract arms, by officers of the armory, and by orders of the 
Ordnance Dovertnent, in 1817, - - - - - - 1,236 68 
For making arm-chests, - - : - - ° - 1,392 00 
For manufacturing screw-drivers, - - - . . 1,040 00 
For purchases of additional ground and buildings, in 1817, . . - 4,975 00 
—=es Snee Oe 
Actual expenditure, - - $176,494 40 














From - above deductions being made, it would result that the actual cost of muskets at this armory will be 
$13 56 each. 
The stock on hand, and parts of work done at this armory, is valued at - - $111,545 56 


GENERAL REMARK. 


It may, in addition, be remarked, generally, that though the within sums appear to have been expended in the 
manufacture of arms, making their apparent cost at the rates stated, there were other expenditures at both armories 
(such as transportation of arms to and from the armory, with other incidental expenses.) which have not yet been 
reported, and which would render the actual cost of the arms still lower. ‘The value of the public buildings, grounds 
on which they are erected, and the adjacent lands, belonging to the national armories, may be estimated to be at 
least one hundred thousand dollars each. ; 


Orpyayce Department, February 12, 1818. 
G. BOMFORD, Lieut. Col. of Ordnance. 


15th Conoress. | No. 163. [Ist Session. 





WAR WITH THE SEMINOLE INDIANS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 25, 1818. 


Wasuinctrox, March 25, 1818. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


I now lay before Congress all the information in the possession of the Executive respecting the war with the 
Seminoles, and the measures which it has been thought proper to adopt for the safety of our fellow-citizens on the 
frontier exposed to their ravages. The enclosed documents show that the hostilities of this tribe were unprovoked, 
the offspring of a spirit long cherished and often manifested towards the United States; and that, in the present 
instance, it was extending itself to other tribes, and daily assuming a more serious aspect. As soon as the nature 
and object of this combination were perceived, the Major General commanding the southern division of the troops 
of the United States was ordered to the theatre of action, charged with the management of the war, and vested with 
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the powers necessary to give it effect. The season of the year being unfavorable to active operations, and the re- 
cesses of the country affording shelter to these savages, in case of retreat, may prevent a prompt termination of the 
war, but it may be fairly presumed that it will not be long before this tribe and its associates receive the punishment 
which they have provoked and justly merited. be ys ’ , 

As almost the whole of this tribe inhabits the country within the limits of Florida, Spain was bound, by the 
treaty of 1795, to restrain them from committing hostilities against the United States. We have seen with regret 
that her Government has altogether failed to fulfil this obligation, nor are we aware that it has made any effort to 
that effect. When we consider her utter inability to check, even in the slightest degree, the movements of this 
tribe, by her very small and incompetent force in Florida, we are not disposed to ascribe the failure to any other 
cause. ‘The inability, however, of Spain to maintain her authority over the territory and Indians within her limits, 
and in consequence to fulfil the treaty. ought not to expose the United States to other and greater injuries, When 
the authority of Spain ceases to exist there, the United States have a right to pursue their enemy, on a principle of 
self-defence. In this instance, the right is more complete and obvious, because we shall perform only what Spain 
was bound to have performed herself. ‘To the high obligations and privileges of this great and sacred _ right of self- 
defence will the movement of our troops be strictly confined. Orders have been given to the General in command 
not to enter Florida, unless it be in the pursuit of the enemy, and, in that case, to respect the Spanish authority 
wherever it is maintained; and he will be instructed to withdraw his forces from the province as soon as he shall 
have reduced that tribe to -— and secure our fellow-citizens in that quarter, by satisfactory arrangements, against 

$l nd savage hostili n future. 
its unprovoked and savage hostilities in future JAMES MONROE. 





isth Cowoness. ) No. 164. (2d Sssson. 


DEFEAT OF THE SEMINOLE INDIANS—CAPTURE OF SPANISH POSTS IN FLORIDA—AND 
THE TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF ARBUTHNOT AND AMBRISTER. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, WITH HIS OPENING MESSAGE OF THE 17TH 
OF NOVEMBER, 1818. 


Extract of a letter from R. Sands, commanding Fort Gaines, to the officer of Fort Hawkins, dated 


Feprvary 2, 1817. 


When the colonel, with the troops, left Fort Scott, he gave the buildings in charge of one of the Perrymans, from 
whom I have just received a letter, handed me by his brother. who arrived here after I had commenced writing this. 

Perryman states in his letter that the Red Sticks, (or hostiles,) after we had left the fort, came in companies, and 
carried off every thing we had left with him, and what he had purchased of Butler, burnt three houses, and threat- 
ened, if he did not leave the place, to burn it over his head. He got what few articles he could, with his family, in 
a canoe, and came to his brother’s, who informs me that there is at present about three hundred Indians embodied at 
the Forks, and others constantly joining them. He does not know their intentions, but understood a party was 
going out to steal horses, &c. 

This morning, (3d,) one of the settlers waited on me to advise in what manner to act, as eight or ten Indians 
had been at his house, and ordered him off; telling him that in six days they would come back, and, if he was not 
gone, they would drive him away. 


Extract of a letter from the Governor of Georgia to General Gaines, dated 


MILLepceEvitLe, February 5, 1817. 


You, no doubt, have already been informed that the notorious Woodbine has recently made his appearance again 
at the mouth of the Appalachicola, and that he has an agent now among the Seminole Indians and negroes in that 
quarter, stirring them up to acts of hostility against this country; and that Woodbine himself has gone, in an armed 
vessel, to some part of the West Indies for supplies. Connected with this fact is another, which may serve as an 
intimation of the future conduct of these people, when once in possession of the supplies which it is said they expect 
on the return of Woodbine. About ten or twelve days ago, a small party of those Indians entered the frontier of 
Wayne county, and stole two horses and some cattle. ‘They were pursued by some of the inhabitants, who peace- 
ably demanded a restoration of the stolen property; and, instead of a compliance on the part of the Indians, they 
immediately fired upon the whites, who retired without returning a shot. One of the whites was mortally wounded. 


Copy of a letter from General Gaines to the Governor of Georgia, dated 


MILLEDGEVILLE, February 5, 1817. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s letter of this date. 

The facts which you have been pleased to communicate, in relation to the late hostile conduct of the Seminole 
Indians, must and shall receive my immediate and particular attention. I am not authorized to change the destina- 
tion of the 4th infantry, but, should I receive no authority to reca'l a part of that corps, I shall order one or two 
companies of artillery (to do duty as infantry) from Charleston to the southern frontier of this State, with instruc - 
tions to check Indian hostilities, and at the same time to remove from Indian land such intruders as may remain, 
after being duly notified to remove. 


Extract of a letter from George Perryman to Lieutenant Sands, dated 


Fesruary 24, 1817. 


The charge given me by Colonel Clinch and yourself, and other officers of the United States, induces me to be- 
lieve there is a confidence placed in me which | ought not to deceive. I therefore think it my duty, as well as my 
inclination, to give you the following information: 

There was a friend of mine not long since in the Fowltown, on Flint, and he saw many horses, cattle, and hogs, 
that had come immediately from the State of Georgia, and they are bringing them away continually. They speak 
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in the most contemptuous manner of the Americans, and threaten to have satisfaction for what has been done— 
meaning the destruction of the negro fort. ‘There is another of my acquaintances returned immediately from the 
Seminole towns, and saw the negroes on parade there. He counted about six hundred that bore arms. ‘They have 
chosen officers of every description, and endeavor to keep up a regular discipline, and are very strict in punishin 

violators of their military rules. There is said to be about the same number of Indians belonging to their party, an 

there are both negroes and Indians daily going to their standard. They say they are in complete fix for fighting, 
and wish an wy ony we with the Americans, or McIntosh’s troops; they would let them know they had something 
more to do than they had at Appalachicola. They have chosen Bowlegs for their head, and nominated him King, 
and pay him all kind of monarchical respect, almost to idolatry, keeping a picket guard at the distance of five miles. 
ont have a number of the likeliest American horses; but there are one or two chiefs who are not of the choir. 


Kenhijah, the Missioukey chief, is one that is an exception. 


Copy of a letter from Archibald Clarke, Intendant, St. Mary’s, Georgia, to General Gaines, dated 
FEBRUARY 26, 1817. 


Sir: 

In consequence of a recent and most obnoxious act perpetrated by a party of Indians, (supposed to be of the 
Lower Creeks,) in this county, in the murder of an unfortunate white woman and her two infant children, by which 
the defenceless inhabitants on our frontier have been thrown into a distressing state of alarm, I avail myself of the 
earliest opportunity in giving information that may be relied on, under the fullest assurance that immediate measures 
will be adopted to guard and prevent a repetition of such cruel and barbarous acts. 

On the 24th instant, the house of a Mr. Garret, residing in the upper part of this county, near the boundary of 
Wayne county, was attacked during his absence, near the middle of the day, by this party, consisting of about fif- 
teen, who shot Mrs. Garret in two places, and then despatched her by stabbing and scalping. Her two children 
(one about three years, the other two months) were also murdered, and the eldest no The house was then 
plundered of every article of value, and set on fire. A young man in this neighborhood, hearing the report of guns, 
went immediately towards the house, where he discovered the murdered family. The flames having only com- 
menced, they were extinguished, and he spread the alarm. The workmen from my mills and a few others assem- 
bled to pursue; but, having but few arms, and not otherwise equipped, their pursuit proved fruitless. The Indians 
were tracked as far as the men dared venture. Their course was parallel with the western branch of Spanish creek, 
which induces the belief of their being Indians of the lower tribes. 

On this open, extensive, and entirely unprotected frontier, the poor and innocent inhabitants have ever been ex- 
posed to these calamities. Representation after representation to the several Governors of this State, of cruel and 
unprovoked murders in this quarter by the Indians, have been made. A momentary disposition was manifested to 
afford relief; but a little time, however, would elapse before the alarm would subside, and the subject never more 
thought of, until again revived by an occurrence such as I have just related. 

To you, sir, therefore, the inhabitants on the frontier, as well as others, through me, appeal for some protection. 
A sinall detachment of troops upon the head of the St. Mary’s would answer a most valuable purpose, by at once 
checking the inroads of the savages, and preventing our abandoned and unprotected citizens from adventuring into 


the Indian country, and driving in herds of cattle. 


Copy of a letter from R. Arbuthnot to the officer commanding at Fort Gaines, dated 
Oxo.okne Sounp, March 3, 1817. 


I am desired by Peter McQueen, an unfortunate Indian chief. who was some years since obliged to fly from 
the town of ‘Tucky Batche, on the Tallapoohatch river, to claim of your friendship the delivery of a negro man named 
Joe, (taken away from him since the peace,) whom he stated to be in Fort Gaines. When McQueen left Tucky 
Batche, his property was considerable, both in negroes and cattle; of the former, ten grown negroes were taken by 
a half-breed man named Barney, nine of which, he learns, were sold, and one (a girl) is still in possession of said 
Barney. Twenty able negroes were taken by a chief named Colonel, or Auchi Hatche, who acts also as an inter- 
preter; and as he never had possession of any of those persons’ property, nor ever did them an injury to his know- 
ledge, he claims, as a further proof of your friendship, that you will use your influence in procuring those negroes 
for him; and, should they be given up by the persons holding them, there is one faithful negro among them, named 
Charles, who will bring them to him at Okolokne river. 

The American headmen and officers that were accustomed to live near him can testify to his civility and good 
fellowship with them, and there are none of them, he is convinced, that would not serve him if in their power. As 
he owes nothing, nor ever took any person’s property, none have a right to retain his; and he hopes that, through 
your influence, those persons now holding his negroes will be induced to five them up. 

While | am thus advocating the cause of an unfortunate individual, allow me to claim an extension of your phil- 
anthropy to all the Indians within your circle, by your representing to them the folly of their quarrels, and that they 
ought to live quietly and peaceably with each other. 

The Lower Creeks seem to wish to live peaceably and qaty. and in good friendship with the others; but there 
are some designing and evil-minded persons, self-interested, who are endeavoring to create quarrels between the 
Upper and Lower Creek Indians, contrary to their interest, their happiness, and welfare. Such people belong to 
no nation, and ought not to be countenanced by any Government. 

The head chiefs request I will inquire of you why American settlers are descending the Chatahoochee, driving 
the poor Indian from his habitation, and taking possession of his home and cultivated fields? 

Without authority, I can claim nothing of you: but a humane and philanthropic spirit guiding me, I hope the 
same will influence you; and if such is really the case, and that the line marked out by the treaty between Great 
Britain and the United States respecting the Jndian nations has been infringed upon by the subjects of the latter, 
that you will represent to them their improper conduct, and prevent its continuance. ; 

I hold in my possession a letter received from the Governor of New Providence, addressed to him by His Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s chief secretary, informing him of the orders given to the British ambassador at Washington, to 
watch over the interests of the Indian nations, and see that their rights are faithfully attended to and protected, 
agreeably to the treaty of peace made between the British and Americans. ; ’ 

I am in hopes that ere this there is arrived at New Providence a person from Great Britain with authority to act 
as agent for the Indian nation; and, if so, it will devolve on him to see that the boundary lines, as marked out by 


the treaty, are not infringed upon. ; ; 
hope you will not think these observations, made by desire of the chiefs, any improper interference, and re 


questing the favor of an answer, 


Sir: 


I am respectfully, &c. 


P. S. McQueen states that the offspring of the negroes, when he left Tucky Batche, were seven of those taken 
by Barney, and none of those taken by Auchi Hatche, and he supposes they have increased. 
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letter from Lieutenant Richard M. Sands, fourth infantry, commanding at Fort Gaines, Georgia, to 
Copy of 4 lonel William King, or officer commanding the fourth regiment of infantry, dated 
Marcu 15, 1817. 


R: . : * . . vahie 
" I enclose, for your information, two letters which I received a few days since. Yesterday, William Perry- 
man, accompanied by two of the lower chiefs, arrived here. He informs me that McQueen, the chief mentioned 
in one of the enclosed letters, is at present one of the heads of the hostiles; that they are anxious for war, and have 
lately murdered a woman and two children. y , 

He likewise says that he expects the news in George Perryman’s letter is true, for there are talks going through 
the towns that the English are to be at Okoloking river in three months. _ } 
I have sent an Indian runner to Okoloking, to ascertain what preparations the hostiles are making. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


Extract of a letter from David B. Mitchell, Indian agent, to the Secretary of War, dated 
MULLepGEVILLE, Greoroia, March 30, 1817. 


By yesterday’s mail I received a letter from Mr. Timothy Barnard, who resides on Flint river, in the Indian 
country, a considerable distance below the agency, in which he observes: ‘*I have been informed two days past, 
from below, where the Red Stick class reside, that a party has been down near St. Mary’s, and murdered a woman 
and two children, and brought off some horses. 1 have heard for some time past that the Red Stick party have 
commenced their Red Stick dancings again, which is a proof that they mean to commence hostilities. Our forts, 
Crawford and Gaines, having been evacuated, I believe, has been the cause of this Red Stick class beginning again 
to commence hostilities. They think that our troops were afraid to continue there.” 

The murder of the woman and two children, spoken of by Mr. Barnard, had been previously communicated to 
me by the magistrates of Camden county; and J have no doubt but it was perpetrated in retaliation for the killing 
of an Indian about three or four weeks previous, on the Florida side of the St. Mary’s river, by some worthless 
white men who reside on the frontiers of East Florida, and who live by plunder. ‘They have, for some time past, 
been a perfect nuisance to the frontier of Georgia, in that quarter; and, although repeated complaints of their bad 
conduct have been made to the Governor of the province, yet, either from the want of ability or inclination, they 
have not been suppressed; but I believe that their impunity is attributable to the first, viz: inability on his part to 
apprehend and punish them. 

The single fact of this murder being easily accounted for on the Indian principle of retaliation, I should dread 
no further bad consequences from it; but the other facts stated by Mr. Barnard can only be attributed to a settled 
plan of hostility on the part of the Indians, and that such a disposition has been encouraged by the removal of the 
troops from Camp Crawford. And I have the more reliance upon the intelligence as coming from Mr. Barnard, 
who has resided nearly fifty years in the Indian country, and is perfectly well acquainted with their habits and cus- 
toms, and whose family connexion gives him the best and surest means of correct information. 

As an additional inducement to this measure, I will further state that I have received information from other 
persons at and near Fort Gaines, that a British agent is now among these hostile Indians, and that he has been send- 
ing insolent messages to the friendly Indians and white men settled abéve the Spanish line. He is also charged 
with stimulating the Indians to their present hostile aspect; but, whether he is an acknowledged agent of any foreign 
Power, or a mere adventurer, I do not pretend to determine, but am dispused to believe him the latter. But be 
that as it may, and let the hostile disposition of the Indians proceed from what it may, a moderate regular force 
stationed at Camp Crawford, or any other suitable position in that quarter, wiil, [ am confident, keep all quiet, and 
without it some serious mischief will result. 


Extract of a letter from General Gaines to the Secretary of War, dated 
Camp Montcomery, M. T. .4pril 3, 1817. 


I received by the last mail a letter from Archibald Clarke, Esquire, intendant of the town of St. Mary’s, by 
which it appears that another outrage of uncommon cruelty has recently been perpetrated by a party of Indians 
upon the Southern frontier, near the boundary of Wayne county. They have massacred a woman (Mrs. Garrett) 
and two of her children; the mother and eldest child were scalped, the house plundered and burnt. 


Montcomery, {pril 3, 1817. 


Sir: 
The enclosed letter contains some additional information upon the subject of my communication of this date. 


Most respectfully, &c. 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 
Honorable the Secretary or War. 


Fort Gaines. 
GENERAL Gaines: 

I am requested by all the citizens to inform you of our situation, believing that no communication 
has been forwarded giving a detail of the information received, our distress, and the prospect of approaching de- 
struction. 

We are hourly told, by every source of information, by the friendly Indians, by letters from William Hambl 
and Edmund Doyle, who reside low down on the Appalachicola, that all the lower tribes of Indians are cubedied, 
and are drying their meats to come on to the attack of this post. The British agent at Oakelockines Sound is giving 

resents to the Indians. We have 7. Indians who have been down, and received powder, lead, tomahawks, 

nives, and a drum for each town, with the royal coat of arms painted on it. We have, at this time, at least five 
hundred Indians skulking in this neighborhood, within three or four miles of us, who will not act for themselves, 
and who are evidently waiting the r- to strike an effectual blow. They have stolen almost every horse belonging 
to the citizens. ‘They have scared them from the fields which they have cleared, and have taken possession of their 
houses. ‘They are now stealing horses, cattle, and hugs, from the Georgia lines, and have killed one or two families 
on the St. Tillas. 

The citizens have all assembled near the fort, not able to return to the States, nor no prospect of making crops. 
The Indians have all returned to their towns below the line, and this post is unable to remove them. ‘The troops 
are scarce of provisions, and no prospect of the early arrival of more. 

Nothing but speedy relief, by troops, can quiet the people, or save this country from destruction. 

Respectfully, your most obedient humble servant, 
A. CULLOH. 
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Copy of a letter from G. Leftwich, adjutant seventh infantry, to General Gaines, dated 
Camp Monrcomery, M. T. July 28, 1817. 
SIR: 
Agreeably to your instructions of the 26th instant, I proceeded to the Burnt Corn Spring, near the place 
where the recent murder was committed by an Indian; and from the best information received, I have the honor to 
make the following report: 

1. It does not appear that any misunderstanding existed between the Indians and the citizen killed, (Mr. Glass.) 

2. It appears that the Indians made the first assault, and that without any provocation on the part of the citizens. 

3. From the infermation received, it appears that Mr. Glass heard four or five guns fire some short distance from 
his house; he was under the impression that the Indians were doing some mischief, and went out for the purpose of 
ascertaining what the firing was at: he had proceeded but a short distance when he discovered an Indian woman. he 
went towards her and inquired if she knew who it was that was shooting; she made him no answer: he asked her 
several times and received no answer. She said something, and an Indian that was concealed in the bushes not 
more than fifteen steps from Mr. Glass, rose up and sho- him through the body: he snapped his gun at the Indian, 
who immediately ran off: he then fired at the woman as she was running after the man, but does not know whether 
he killed her or not. His wound being very painful, he dropped his gun and shot-bag and attempted to return home: 
he had not proceeded more than three hundred yards when he fainted, and remained until found by a traveller. ‘This 
was on Saturday, and he died Sunday morning, leaving a widow and eight children to lament his untimely death: 
he was a man who supported a good character in his neighborhood, though in limited circumstances. On the follow- 
ing day there was a cow found near the place where Mr. Glass was shot, with four balls shot through her. 

4. There was only one Indian man seen by Mr. Glass; but from the circumstances of his hearing four guns, and 
the cow being found near that place with four balls shot through her, induces a belief that he had several companions 
with him, although they were not seen by Mr. Glass. From the report of the friendly Indians, it is believed they 
we fifty or sixty in number, and that they have returned to the camp on Pine Barren creek, occupied by them at 
the time they murdered Johnson and Wagasky. as a part of them were met by several persons near the Pine Barren 
spring a few days after the murder was committed. 

Colonel Dale’s party pursued them to their camp on the Sappalogas, but found it deserted apparently several days: 
they have several alt elds of corn growing at the place. From the sign left. it is believed they have a number of 
horses, and some of the largest description. The Indian who acted as guide states they have at this time a negro 
boy and a horse belonging to Johnson and Magasky: it appears to be the prevailing opinion among the inhabitants, 


that they may be found on Pine Barren creek. a 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


Extract of a letter from General Gaines to the Secretary of War, dated 
Camp Montcomery, M. T. August 25, 1817. 


Having received several communications from persons settled upon the public land, within the tract acquired by 
the treaty at Fort Jackson, containing general accusations against the Indians; that they had killed cattle and hogs, 
and stolen corn, &c. from the inhabitants, and requesting the interposition of military authority, | have uniformly 
referred them to the civil magistrates, because I have in no instance during the present year heard of any thing like 
an assemblage of force among the Indians in this quarter of the territory. Nor could I see any reason why persons 
who had obtruded themselves upon the public land contrary to law, should be allowed military protection against 
the petty offences of which these people complained, especially as it did not appear that the civil authority had been 
opposed, nor even resorted to by the complainants, 

The enclosure. marked A, contains a copy of my reply to the inhabitants of Murder Creek, and in this you will 
find the substance of my other replies. both written and verbal. Since the date of this reply, and, as I have reason 
to believe, some days aiter it reached the settlement of Murder Creek, a Mr. Glass, near that place, was killed by 
an Indian, who was said to be accompanied by three others. 

On receiving this information, I immediately despatched a discreet officer, Lieutenant Leftwich, to ascertain the 
particulars of the outrage, with a view to send a party in pursuit of the offenders, in case they should not have been 
arrested by the civil authority. 


A. 
To the Inhabitants of Murder Creek, Alabama Territory. 


Heav-quarters, Camp Montcomery, M. Ty July 12, 1817. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I have received your communication of the 21st of last month, stating that the Indians residing upon the Con- 
aka had killed cattle and hogs belonging to the inhabitants of Murder Creek, and had broke into their houses, and 
taken from them some provisions, corn, &c. 

In reply. l have to observe, that all Indians within the lately acquired territory are amenable to our laws, and 
may be prosecuted for the offences of which you complain, in the same manuer as if they were white inhabitants. 

The lands cultivated by friendly Indians within the ceded territory have been reserved and guarantied to them 
by treaty; and by a late act of Congress, the agent of Indian affairs has been authorized to settle the respective 
claims to such reservations. Until this is effected, there exists no where any sort of authority to drive off such In- 
dians settled upon the public land. 

Governor Mitchell, the agent, will in a short time enter upon the examination and adjustment of those claims. 

The disposition which you have manifested to abstain from* *“* rash measures” towards those Indians, affords 
ground to hope that, viewing them as a part of the human family, possessing the right of residing among us, you wil! 
make allowance for their ignoranée and their wants, which are calculated rather to awaken our commiseration, than 
to excite in us a spirit of hostility towards them. ‘ 

‘That you may have peace and prosperity throughout your settlement, is the sincere wish of 


Your obedient servant. 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 


Extract of a letter from Major+Twiggs to General Gaines, dated 
Fort Scorr, September 17, 1817. 


Your communication to the Indians on the east side of Flint river was read and explained to the principal chief 
of the Mickasukies, the 6th of this month. He promised to give an answer in ten days at furthest. I have detained the 
express until this time, in expectation of sending it on by him, but have been disappointed. [have not heard from them 
since. The interpreter informed me the principal warriors were absent when he was there, but what were present said 
they never heard of Indians being given up to be punished by the whites; that they had heard of their being sometimes 
killed by themselves, for offences committed, but seemed to think that giving them up was out of the question; but 


* The inhabitants promised not to resort tc ‘‘ rash measures.” 
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said they would have a meeting, and would answer the letter in a few days. As they have not done so, I think but 
one construction can be put on their conduct. The young seemed to dislike the communication very much; and 
when Gregory was about leaving the town, he offered his hand to an Indian, who held out his with a knife in it, and 
refused to shake hands with him. He staid so short a time among them, that it was impossible for him to give 
much information respecting them. Captain Donoho has returned; he has been sick in Hartford. which was the 
cause of his delay. On his return, the Indians were very rude to him, and frequently threatened his guide, and 
once caught hold of the captain’s bridle in a threatening manner. 


Extract of a letter from General Gaines to the Secretary of War, dated 
Camp Montcomery, M. T. October 1, 1817. 


I have the honor to lay before you a copy of a letter which I have received from the chiefs of ten of the Seminole 
towns, in reply to my demand for the delivery of the murderers of our citizens. ; ; 

By this communication it appears, that, instead of a compliance with my demand, the chiefs have set up a claim 
against us for the lives of three Indians, for whom they allege they have not yet taken satisfaction, They charge 
us with having killed ten of their warriors, and, claiming a balance of three tu be due them, they admit, by necessary 
implication, that they have killed seven of our citizens. : ; 

They acknowledge the murder of a woman (Mrs. Garret) and her two children. But the chiefs attempt to 
justify this act, upon the ground that the warriors who committed the outrage had just before lost some friends; had 
entered our settlements to take satisfaction; found at the house of Garret a kettle belonging to the Indians that had 
been killed, and, from this circumstance, supposed the murder had been committed by the “‘ husband of the 
woman;” they therefore killed her and her two children! 

By a letter from Major Twiggs, the commandant of Fort Scott, I learn that he had been warned, some weeks 

st, by the principal chiefs of the Fowltown, (fifteen miles above the fort, and twenty above the national 
Coamtare.3 not to cut another stick on the east side of Flint rivers adcding, that the land was his, and he was directed 
by the powers above to protect and defend it, and should do sos and it would be seen that talking could not frighten 
him. Major Twiggs adds, he had not seen the chief, nor any of his people, since he made this threat. The major 
states. in another letter, that this town had been detected in stealing one hundred head of cattle, in one drove, all 
of which they had killed. 


From Major Twiggs to General Gaines, dated 
Forr Scorr, Sepiember 18, 1817. 


Since I started the express this morning, the Indians have delivered the enclused letter to me. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


—_—— 


To the commanding officer at Fort Hawkins. 


SerTemBeERr, the 11th day, 1817. 
Dear Sir: 

Since the last war, after you sent word we must quit the war, we, the red people, have come over on this 
side. The white people have carried all the red people’s cattle off. After the war, I sent to all my people to let 
white people alone, and stay on this side of the river; and they did so; but the white people still continue to carry 
off their cattle. Barnard’s son was here, and | inquired of him what was to be done; and he said we must go to 
the head man of the white peeple, andl complain. 1 did so, and there was no white head man, and there was no 
law in this case. ‘The whites first begun, and there is nothing said about that, but great complaint made about what 
the Indians do. This is now three years, since the white people killed three Indians. Since that, they have killed 
three other Indians, and taken their horses, and what they had; and this summer they killed three more; and very 
lately they killed one more. We sent word to the white people, that these murders were done, and the answer 
was, that they were people that were outlaws, and we ought to go and kill them. The white people killed our people 
first; the Indians then took satisfaction. There are yet three men that the red people have never taken satisfaction 
for. You have wrote that there were houses burnt; but we know ef no such thing being done; the truth, in such 
cases, ought to be told; but this appears otherwise. On that side of the river, the white people have killed five 
Indians; but there is nothing said about that; and all that the Indians have done is brought up. All the mischief 
the white people have done ought to be told to their head man. When there is any thing done you write to us; but 
never write to your head man what the white people do. When the red people send talks, or write, they always 
send the truth. You have sent to us for your horses, and we sent all that we could find; but there were some dead; 
it appears that all the mischief is laid on this town; but all the mischief that has been done by this town, is two 
horses; one of them is dead, and the other was sent back. ‘The cattle that we are accused of taking, were cattle 
that the white people took from us; our young men went and brought them back, with the same marks and brands. 
There were some of our young men out hunting, and they were killed; others went to take satisfaction, and the 
kettle of one of the men that was killed was found in the house where the woman and two children were killed; 
and they supposed it had been her husband who had killed the Indians, and took their satisfaction there. We are 
accused of killing uP Americans, and so on; but since the word was sent to us that peace was made, we stay steady 
at home, and meddle with no person. You have sent to us respecting the black people on the Suwany river; we 
have nothing to do with them. ‘They were put there by the English, and to them you ought to apply for any thing 
about them. We do not wish our country desolated by an army passing through it, for the concern of other people. 
The Indians have slaves there also, a great many of them. hen we have an opportunity, we shall apply to the 
English for them; but we cannot get them now. 

‘his is what we have to say at present. 
Sir, I conclude by subscribing myself your humble servant, &c. 


N. B. There are ten towns have read this letter, and this is the answer. 


Extract of a letter from George Graham, geting, Seesstary of War, to Brevet Major General Edmund P. Gaines, 
Fort Hawkins, Georgia, dated 
Ocroser 30, 1817. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist instant, covering a copy of the reply which 
was made, by ten of the Seminole towns, to the demand made by you on them for the surrender of the murderers of 
some of our citizens. 

These papers have been submitted to the President, and I am instructed by him to inform you that he approves 
of the movement of the troops from Fort Montgomery to Fort Scott; the appearance of this additional force, he 
flatters himself, will at least have the effect of restraining the Seminoles from committing further depredations, and 
perhaps of —— them to make reparation for the murders which they have cunainiel Should they, however, 
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persevere in their refusal to make such reparation, it is the wish of the President that you should not, on that 
account, pass the line, and make an attack upon them within the limits of Florida, until you shall have received 
instructions from this department. 
You are authorized to remove the Indians still remaining on the lands ceded by the treaty made by General 
Jackson with the Creeks; and, in doing so, it may be proper to retain some of them as hostages until reparation 
may have been made for the depredations which have been committed. On this subject, however, as well as to the 
manner of removing them, you will exercise your discretion. McIntosh, and the other chiefs of the Creek nation 
who were here some time since, expressed then, decidedly, their unwillingness to permit any of the hostile Indians 


to return to their nation. 
P. S. The authority to remove the Indians will, of course, not extend to those Indians and their families who 


have claims to reservations of lands under the treaty. 





Extract of a letter from General Gaines to the Secretary of War. 


Cuatanoocuer, November 9, 1817. 


From various reports from the Seminole Indians [ can only learn that they are determined to deliver up none 
of their offenders; nor will they restore stolen property, except one town, the Mickasukees, the chief of which 
professes to be friendly. By the enclosed letter from Major Twiggs it appears they are determined to attack us 
as soon as we cross Flint river; and that they have two thousand seven hundred warriors. Although I feel little 
faith in their threats, and believe their numbers to be overrated, yet [ deem it proper to be provided with additional 
force. I have, therefore, requested of his excellency the Governor of Georgia a regiment of infantry, and a squa- 
dron of cavalry, which, he has informed me, are held in readiness to march. 


Extract of a letter from General Edmund P. Gaines to Major General Andrew Jackson. 
Heap-quarters, Fort Gaines, Georaia, November 9, 1817. 


Previous to my leaving the Coroka I ascertained that the accounts I had received respecting the Seminole 
Indians being at Pensacola were incorrect, and that the number of Indians of different tribes there did not exceed 
what had been usual at this season of the year. This statement was soon after confirmed by Mr. Denson, and the 
interpreter Cornels. The latter, however, states that he had seen and conversed with the hostile party of Uchu 
warriors, part of whom kilied Johnston, and Magasky, and Mr. Glass. ‘They now consist of about thirty warriors, 
or thirty-five. ‘They were, a few days past, at the mouth of Yellow Water; had several stolen horses which they 
offered for sale, and declared their determination to be always hostile towards our citizens. 

From Major Twiggs L learn that he has received information, upon which he places reliance, that the Indians 
have recently had a meeting at the Mickasukee town, of near two thousand seven hundred warriors, when it was 
determined they would attack us, as soon as we should cross the Flint river. Although I put little faith in these 
threats,.and believe their numbers to be overrated, yet I deem it, proper, keeping an eye to the safe side, to be 

rovided with additional force; and have, therefore, desired the Governor of Georgia to send me the regiment of 
infantry and squadron of cavalry, held in readiness for that purpose: for, in a war with savages, I think little 
should be hazarded; as every little advantage which we suffer them to acquire tends to add, in an extraordinary 


degree, to their strength and confidence. 


Extract of a letter from General Gaines to Major General Andrew Jackson. 
Fort Scott, Groro1a, November 21, 1817. 


The first brigade arrived at this place on the 19th instant. I had previously sent an Indian runner to notify 
the first town chief, E-me-he-maut-by, of my arrival, and with a view to ascertain whether his hostile temper had 
abated, requested him to visit me. He replied, that he had already said to the commanding officer here all he had 
to say, and he would not come. 

He had warned Major ‘Twiggs not to cross or cut a stick of wood on the east side of Flint river, alleging that 
the land was his; that he was directed, by the Powers above and below, to protect and defend it, and should do-so. 
This being the talk referred to, and his town having continued to be hostile ever since the last war, having partici- 
— as the friendly Indians assert, in the predatory war carried on for some time past against the Georgia frontier, 

yesterday detached two hundred and filty men (supposed to be about the strength of the town) under the command 
of Major Twiggs, with orders to bring me the chief and warriors; and in the event of resistance to treat them as 
enemies. 

The detachment arrived at the town early this morning, and were instantly fired upon, but without effect. 
The fire was briskly returned by the detachment, and the Indians put te flight, with the loss of four warriors slain; 
and, as there is reason to believe, many were wounded. 

It is with deep regret | have to add that a woman was accidentally shot, with some warriors, in the act of 
forcing their way through our line formed for the purpose of arresting their flight. ‘The unfortunate woman had a 
blanket fastened round her (as many of the warriors had) which, amidst the smoke in which they were enveloped, 
rendered it impossible, as | am assured by the officers present, to distinguish her from the warriors. 

Among the articles found in the house of the chief, was a British uniform coat (scarlet) with a pair of gold 
epaulettes, and a certificate signed by a British captain of marines, ** Robert White, in the absence of Colonel 
Nicholls,” stating that the chiet had always been a true and faithful friend to the British. 

The reports of friendly Indians concur in estimating the number of hostile warriors, including the Red Sticks 
and Seminoles, at more than two thousand, besides the blacks, amounting to near four hundred men, and increas- 
ing by runaways from Georgia. ‘They have been promised, as several Indians inform me, assistance from the 
British at New Providence. ‘This promise, though made by Woodbine, is relied on by most of the Seminole 
Indians. I have not a doubt but they will sue for peace, as soon as they find their hopes of British aid to be without 


foundation. 


Extract of a letter from General Gaines to the Secretary of War. 
Fort Scott, Georcia, November 26, 1817. 


With a view to ascertain the strength of thz hostile Indians in the vicinity of Fowltown, and to reconnoitre 
the adjacent country, I, a few days past, detached Lieutenant Colonel Arbuckle, with three hundred officers and 
men. The colonel reports that the Indians had placed themselves in a swamp out of which about sixty warriors 
made their appearance near the town, and, with the war-whoop, commenced a brisk fire upon our troops, which 
they returned in a spirited manner. The fire continued but fifteen or twenty minutes, when the Indians were 
silenced, and retired into the swamp, with a loss, which the colonel estimates at six or eight killed, and a greater 


number wounded. We had one man killed, and two wounded. 
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Department oF War, December 2, 1817. 


-_ Your letter of the 9th ult. advising of the call on the Governor of Georgia to assemble the auxiliary force, 
which had been previously required by you, at Fort Hawkins, on the 25th ultimo, has been received. 

It is hoped that the letter addressed to you from this Department, on the 30:h of October, will have been 
received, and that you will confine your operations to the objects stated in that communication, and to such a dis- 
position of the regular force under your command as will deter the Seminole Indians from making further depre- 
dations on the frontiers of Georgia. oe sas 

The state of our negotiations with Spain, and the temper manifested by the principal European Powers, make 
it impolitic, in the opinion of the President, to move a force at this time, into the Spanish possessions, for the mere 
purpose of chastising the Seminoles for depredations which have heretofore been committed by them. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
GEO. GRAHAM. 
Major General Epmunp P. Gaines. 


General Gaines to the Secretary of War. 


Heav-quarters, Fort Scott, Georoia, December 2, 1817. 
Sir: Bi a , ae 
I had the honor to receive, on the 26th ultimo, your communication of the 30th October. I am very happy to 
find that the President approves of my movement. But I much regret that his just expectations, as to the effect there 
was reason to believe would be produced on the minds of the Indians, by this movement, have not been realised. Lam 
now quite convinced that the hostility of these Indians is, and has long since been, of so deep a character, as to leave no 
ground to calculate upon tranquillity, or the future security of our frontier settlements, until the towns south and east 
of this place shall receive a signal proof of our ability and willingness to retaliate for every outrage. It is now my pain- 
ful duty to report an affair of a more serious and decisive nature than has heretofore occurred, and which leaves no 
doubt of the necessity of an immediate application of force and active measures on our part. A large party of Seminole 
Indians, on the 30th ultimo, formed in ambuscade, upon the Appalachicola river, a mile below the junction of the Flint 
and Chatahouchee, attacked one of our boats, ascending the river near the shore, and killed, wounded, and took, the 
reater part of the detachment, consisting of forty men, commanded by Lieutenant R. W. Scott of the 7th per 
There were also on board, killed or taken, seven women, the wives of soldiers. Six men of the detachment only 
escaped, four of whom were wounded. ‘They report that the strength of the current, at the point of attack, had 
obliged the lieutenant to keep his boat near the shore; that the Indians had formed along the bank of the river, and 
were not discovered until their fire commenced; in the first volley of which Lieutenant Scott and his most valuable 
men fell. The lieutenant and his party had been sent from this place, some days before, to assist Major Muhlen- 
burg in ascending the river with three vessels laden with military stores, brought from Montgomery and Mobile. 
The major, instead of retaining the party to assist him. as I had advised, (see the enclosure No. 1.) retained only 
about twenty men; and, in their place, put a like number of sick, with the women, and some regimental clothing. 
The boat thus ladened was detached alone for this place. It is due to Major Muhlenburg to observe, that, at the 
time he detached the boat, | have reason to believe, he was not apprised of any recent hostilities having taken place 
in this quarter. It appears, however, from Lieutenant Scott’s letter, received about the hour he was attacked, 
(enclosure No. 2,) that he had been warned of the danger. Upon the receipt of this letter, I had two boats filled 
up with covers, and with port-holes for defence; and detached Captain Clinch, with an officer and forty men, with 
an order to secure the movement of Lieutenant Scott, and then to assist Major Muhlenburg; this detachment em- 
barked late in the evening of the 30th, and must have passed the scene of action below at night, and some hours 
after the affair terminated. I have not yet heard from Captain Clinch; I shall immediately strengthen the detach- 
ment under Major Muhlenburg with another boat secured against the enemy’s fire. He will, therefore, move up 
with safety, keeping near the middle of the river; I shall, moreover, take a position, with my principal force, at the 
junction of the rivers, near the line; and shall attack any force that may — to intercept our vessels and sup- 
lies below; as I feel persuaded the order of the President, prohibiting an attack upon the Ladians, below the line 
~ reference only to the past, and not to the present or future outrages, such as the one just now perpetrated, and 
such as shall place our troops strictly within the pale of natural law, when self defence is sanctioned be the privilege 
of self preservation. The wounded men who mae their escape concur in the opinion, that they had seen upwards 
of five hundred hostile Indian warriors at different places, below the point of attack; of the force engiged, theyuliffer 
in opinion, but all agree that the number was very considerable, extending about one hundred and fifty yards alon 
the shore, in the edge of a swamp or thick woods. I am assured by the friendly chief, that the hostile warriors of 
every town upon the Chatahoochee prepared canves and pushed: off down the river to join the Seminoles, as suon as 
the account of my movement from the Alabama reached them. 

The Indians, now remaining upon the Chatahoochee, I have reason to believe, are well disposed. One of the new 
settlers, however, has recently been killed; but it has been clearly proved that the murderer had belonged to the hos- 
tile party. The friendly chiefs in the neighborhood, when apprised of the murder, assembled a party and sent in 
pursuit of the offender; and followed him to Flint river, on the route to Mickasukee, whither he escaped. Orrishajo, 
and several other friendly chiefs, have offered me their services, with their warriors, to go against the Seminoles. I 
have promised to give them notice of the time that may be fixed for my departure, and then to accept their services. 
The enclosure (No. 3) contains the substance of what I have said to the chiefs who have visited me, several of whom 
reside south of the Spanish line and west of the Appalachicola river. It was expected by the chiefs, that I should 
communicate to them my views and wishes. I felt authorized to say but little, and I deemed it necessary, in what 
I should say, to endeavor to counteract the erroneous impressions by which they have been misled by pretended 
British agents. I hope the President wiil see, in what | ioe said, nothing to disapprove. I feel persuaded a 
report of the various talks, which I received from the chiefs, would show the propriety of what I have said to them; 
such a report I have not a moment’s time now to make. ‘The Indians are, at this moment, firing at our camp from 
the opposite line of the river. ; 

have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD P. GAINES, 
To the Hon. Secretary or War, Major General by Brevet Commanding. 
Washington City. 


No. 1. 


General Gaines to Major Muhlenburg. 
. Fort Scott, November, 1817. 
IR: 

The waters having risen sufficiently high to enable you to ascend the river with all the vessels, I wish you to 
do so, though it should take longer than I had anticipated. You can avail yourself of the aid of Lieutenant Scott's 
detachment to expedite your movements hither. Keep your vessels near to each other; and should you meet with 
any insuperable shatacle, endeavor to apprise me thereof, and you shall have additional relief. Wishing to see you 
soon with your fleet, ; 

I remain, with great regard, your obedient servant, 
: E. P. GAINES. 
To Mason Muu ensure, , 
Commanding the United States’ troops ascending the Appalachicola. 
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‘ Spantsu Biurr, November 28, 1817. 
SIR: 

Enclosed you will receive Major Muhlenburg’s communication, which he directs me to forward to you by 
express from this place. Mr. Hambly informs me that Indians are assembling at the junction of the river, where they 
intend to make a stand against those vessels coming up the river; should this be the case, I am not able to make a 
stand against them. My command doves not exceed forty men, and one half sick, and without arms. I leave this 
immediately. , 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. f R. W. SCOTT, 
Lieut. 7th Infantry, commanding Detachment. 


Nors.—The bearer of this is entitled to three dollars on delivering this letter. ‘The Indians have a report here 
that the Indians have beaten the white people. 


Cuers AND Warriors: 


The President of the United States has been informed of the murders and thefts committed by the hostile 
Indians in this part of the country. He has authorized General Jackson to arrest the offenders, and cause justice 
to be done. The Indians have been required to deliver up the murderers of our citizens, and the stolen property, 
but they refused to deliver either; they have had a council at Mickasukee, in which they have determined upon 
war; they have been at war against helpless women and children, let them now calculate upon fighting men. We 
have long known that we had enemies east of this river: we likewise know we have some friends; but they are so 
mixed together we cannot always distinguish the one from the other. The President, wishing to do justice to his 
red friends and children, has given orders for the bad to be separated from the good. ‘Those who have taken up 
arms against him, and such as have listened to the bad talks of the people beyond the sea, must go to Mickasukee 
Suwany, where we wish to find them together. But all those who were our friends in the war will sit still at 
their homes in peace; we will pay them for what corn and meat they have to sell to us; we will be their friends, 
and when they are hungry we will give them meat. The hostile party pretend to calculate upon help from the 
British! they may as well look for so'diers from the moon to help them. ‘Their warriors were beaten, and driven 
from our country by American troops. ‘The English are not able to help themselves: how, then, should they help 
the uld ** Red Sticks,”? whom they have ruined by pretended friendship? 


Extract of a letter from General Gaines to the Secretary of War, dated 
Fort Scott, Groroia, December 4, 1817. 


I would much more willingly devote my time and humble faculties in the delightful occupation of bringing 
over savage man to the walks of civil life, where this is practicable without force, than to contribute to the destruc- 
tion of any one of the human race; but every effort in the work of civilization, to be effectual, must accord with 
the immutable principles of justice. The savage must be taught and compelled to do that which is right, and to 
abstain from doing that which is wrong. The poisonous cup of barbarism cannot be taken from the lips of the savage 
by the mild voice of reason alone; the strong mandate of justice must be resorted to and enforced. 

After all that the wisdom and philanthropy of our country and Government, aided by millions of money, have 
yet been able to effect, it is a melancholy truth, that in no Indian nation within my knowledge, (the Chickasaws 
excepted,) has the scalping knife been laid aside for any considerable length of time, until their every hope of using 
it with impunity had been defeated. 


Department oF War, December 9, 1817. 
Sir: 

Your letter, bearing date the 21st ultimo, advising of the arrival of the first brigade at Fort Scott on the 19th 
ultimo, and of the subsequent attack with the Indians at Fowltown, has been received. Although the necessity 
of this attack, and the consequent effusion of blood, is exceedingly to be regretted, yet it is hoped that the prompt 
measures which were taken by you on your arrival at Fort Scott, and the display of such an efficient force in that 
quarter, will induce the Indians to abstain from further depredations, and sue for peace. 

Referring to the letters addressed to you from this Department on the 30th of October and 2d of December, as 
manifesting the views of the President, I have to request that you conform tothe instructions therein given. Should 
the Indians, however, assemble in force on the Spanish side of the line, and persevere in committing hostilities 
within the limits of the United States, you will, in that event, exercise a sound discretion as to the propriety of 
crossing the line fur the purpose of attacking them, and breaking up their town. 

have the honor to be, &c. 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Major General Epmunp P. Gaines. 


Extract of a letter from David B. Mitchell, Indian agent, to George Graham, acting Secretary of War, dated 
Creek Acency, December 14,'1817. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the 31st of October, and 3d November last. 
Before the receipt of those letters, a meeting of the ay chiefs had been called by the Little Prince, at the 
town of Thla-cotch-cau, on the Chatahoochee river, near Fort Mitchell, at which | attended; the object of which 
was to take into consideration the state of the nation, and particularly the measures which it would be proper for 
them to take in relation to those Indians residing between Fort Gaines and the Spanish line; and also the conduct 
they should pursue with regard to the war with the Seminoles.. They unanimously expressed much regret that hos- 
tilities should have commenced between the troops under General Gaines and the Fowltown Indians, who} reside 
within our boundary; because these Indians, althongh they did not unite with the friendly ones during the late war, 
neither did they join the Red Sticks, and had recently expressed a great desire to become decidedly friendly. 
They were, however, perfectly willing that their warriors should join General Gaines against the Seminoles. 

I stated to them that it was not the desire of the President to go to war with the Seminoles, if he could honora- 
bly avoid it; and, at the present moment, he would not consent to their going against the Seminoles within the Spa- 
nish territory, under authority of the United States; that they must wait, therefore, until I gave them the order to 
march. At the same time, I advised them to send a confidential and trusty chief down to the Indians living 
between Fort Gaines and the Spanish line, and desired them immediately to remove above the line of Jackson’s 
treaty; and that the same chief should then proceed directly to the Mickasuckee town, the head quarters of the 
Seminoles and Red Sticks of the late war, and propose te them certain terms of peace, and a junction of their force 
to go against the negro camp. ‘he objects which this chief was instructed to hold out to those Indians as attaina- 
ble, by adopting this course, were various, and of sufficient importance, in the view of those making the proposi- 
tion, to induce a belief that they would be favorably received; in which event, I should proceed to Fort Scott to 
adjust their differences. ‘This course of proceeding was immediately adopted, and the head man of the Osoochies, 
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Hopoi-Haijo, set out on the same day, charged with the mission. ‘To afford time to ascertain the result of this plan 
and that | might be able to communicate with the War Department, another meeting was assigned for the 11th o 
next month, at this place, when all the friendly warriors, with McIntosh at their head, will attend to receive their 
final orders. But, on my return to this place, 1 fortunately fell in with General Gaines, on his way to Fort Haw- 
kins, from whom | learned the fatal disaster which had befallen a detachment of his troops, under Lieutenant Scott, 
on the 30th of last month; the particulars of which he informed me he had communicated, which renders a detail 
from me unnecessary. ; . 

In speaking with General ‘iaines upon the subject of the road from Fort Hawkins to Fort Stoddert, he informed. 
me that it was not this read to which he referred in his communication to the War Department, but ninety miles of 
new road, which he had made between Fort Montgomery and Fort Scott, and by which he recently marched the 
troops from the former to the latter post. As soon as I receive the five thousand dollars which you have ordered to 
be remitted to me, I shall endeavor to lay it out to the very best advantage in repairing the bridges and roads; and 
General Gaines has assured me that, as soon as the troops can be spared, a detachment shall be ordered to assist. 


Copy of a letter from Major General E. P. Gaines to the Secretary of War, dated 


HeEap-quarters, Fort Hawkins, Georoia, December 15, 1817. 
Sir: 

I arrived at this place the day before yesterday morning. In the afternoon of the same day, I reviewed the 
detachment of Georgia militia, under the command of Brigadier General Glasscock. They look well, and are ready 
to march; but the inattention on the part of the contractor’s agent to the requisitions for a supply of rations will, I 
apprehend, according to custom, delay the movement of the militia until some part of the frontier settlements suffer 
by the Indians, who, I have no doubt, will detach considerable parties for this purpose as svon as they find them- 
selves unable to succeed in any attempt against the regular troops at Fort Scott; and | think it cannot belong before 
they are convinced of this. - But, although | consider the regular troops secure in the positions they occupy, yet I 
ain satisfied their numbers will not warrant their being detached, or leaving their places of defence, except to a very 
small extent. 

l have just now received Mr. Graham’s letter of the 2d instant. 

The views of the President, so far as may depend on me, shall be scrupulously observed. I should instantly 
discharge the Georgia militia, were I n st strongly impressed with a belief that such a step would hazard the safety 
of the frontier settlements. ‘The Seminole Indians, corm strange and absurd it may appear to those who under- 
stand little of their real character and extreme ignorance, entertain a notion that they cannot be beaten by our 
troops. They confidently assert that we never have beaten them, or any of their people, except when we have been 
assisted by **red people.” ‘This will appear the less extraordinary when it is recollected that they have little or no 
means of knowing the strength and re-ources of our country; they have not travelled through it; they read neither 
books nor newspapers; nor have they opportunities of conversing with persons able to inform them. I feel warranted, 
from all I know. of these savages, in saying that they do not believe we can beat them. ‘This error of theirs has led 
them, from time to time, for many years past, to massacre our frontier citizens, often the unoffending and helpless 
mother and babes. I felt myself fully authorized to adopt the only measures which long experience has proved to 
be adequate to put a stop to these outrages. _1 was pleased with the prospect of being instrumental in effecting an 
object of so much importance to our exposed frontier settlements, and which I felt, and still feel, persuaded would, 
in the end, benefit the Indians. ‘The steps I have taken are known to the Department of War. You can more 
readily conceive than I can describe the mortification and disappointment I have experienced in being compelled: 
to suspend or abandon my measures at a moment when the loss of Lieutenant Scott and his party had given the 
enemy an occasion of triumph, and a certain prospect of increasing his strength, by enlisting against us all who had 
before wavered or hesitated. Permit me, then, to repeat my request that | may be permitted to return. 

There is little ground to apprehend that we shall tind it necessary to follow the Indians far beyond the national 
boundary. ‘They are now to be found in very considerable parties on our side of the line. 

I have not a doubt of the necessity of sending to Flint river, by way uf Hartford, the detachment of militia under 
General Glasscock. My endeavors to,put the detachment in motion will delay my own movement until the 17th 
instant, at which time I shall resume my march to Point Petre. 

An opinion prevails among the well informed of this part of the country (who have, by some means unknown 
to me, been advised of our intention to take Amelia Island) that our troops there will meet with no oppusition. 
Should this be the case, I shall return to Fort Scott without delay. 


I have the honor, &c. 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General Commanding. 
Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Andrew Jackson to George Graham, Acting Secretary of War, dated 


Heap-quarters, Division or THE Soutu, Nasuvitte, December 16, 1817. 


I am in hopes that this check to the savages may incline them to peace. Should it not, and their hostility 
continue, the protection of our citizens will require that the wolf be struck in his den; for, rest assured, if ever the 
Indians find out that the territorial boundary of Spain is to be a sanctuary, their murders will be multiplied to a 
degree that our citizens on the southern frontier cannot bear. Spain is bound by treaties to keep the Indians, within 
her territory, at peace with us; having failed to do this, necessity will justify the measure, after giving her due 
notice, to follow the marauders and punish them in their retreat. ‘The war hatchet having been raised, unless the 
Indians sue for peace, your frontier cannot be protected without entering their country; from long experience, this 
result has been Fully established. 





P Department oF War, December 16, 1817. 
IR: . 

On the receipt of this letter, should the Seminole Indians still refuse to make reparation for their outrages 
and depredations on the citizens of the United States, it is the wish of the President that you consider yourself at 
liberty to march across the Florida line and to attack them within its limits, should it be found necessary, unless 
they should shelter themselves uader a Spanish post. In the last event, you will immediately notify this Department. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


J. C. CALHOUN. 
General Epmunp P. Gaines, Fort Scott, Georgia. 


s Department oF War, December 26, 1817. 
IR: 

Your letters of November the 26th, and of the 2d and 3d instant, were received by this morning’s mail. The 
fate of the detachment under Lieutenant Scott is much to be regretted but, under all the circumstances, no blame 
can attach to yourself or the officers immediately concerned. hen the order of the 12th November was given, 
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directing you to repair to Amelia Island, it was hoped that the Seminoles would have been brought to their reason 
without an actual use of force, and that their hostility would not assume so serious an aspect. It is now a subject 
of much regret, that the service in that quarter has been deprived of your well known skill and vigilance. 

Before this will reach you, it is hoped that the views of the President in relation to the settlement on Amelia 
Island will have been effected. Should that be the case, it is his wish that you should immediately repair to Fort 
Scott, and resume the command till General Jackson’s arrival, to whom orders have this day been sent to command : 
there; or, if you should think the force under your command sufficient, and other circumstances will admit, to 
penetrate through Florida, and co-operate in the attack on the Seminoles. I aim not sufficiently acquainted with 
the topography of the country between Amelia and their towns, to say whether it is practicable, or what would be 
the best route; but it is not improbable that some advantage might be taken of the St. John’s river, to effect the 
object. Should it be practicable, it is probable efficient aid might be given to the attack, on them, as the attention 
of their warriors must be wholly directed towards Fort Scott. Should you think it practicable and advisable to 
co-operate, with the force under your command, you will leave a sufficient number at Amelia Island to retain the 


possession of that place. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
. J. C. CALHOUN. 
Brevet Major General Epmunp P. Gaines. 


DeparRTMENT oF War, December 26, 1817. 


Sir: 
You will repair, with as little delay as practicable, to Fort Scott, and assume the immediate command of the 
forces in that section of the southern division. 

The increasing display of hostile intentions, by the Seminole Indians, may render it necessary to concentrate all 
the contiguous and disposable force of your division upon that quarter. The regular force now there is about 
eight hundred strong, and one thousand militia of the Siate of Georgia are called into service. General Gaines 
estimates the strength of the Indians at two thousand seven hundred. Should you be of opinion that your numbers 
are too small to beat the enemy, you will call on the Executives of adjacent States for such an additional militia 
force as you may deem requisite. 

General Gaines had been ordered, early in last month, to repair to Amelia Island. It is presumed that he has, 
therefore, relinquished the command at Fort Scott. Subsequent orders have been given to General Gaines, (copies 
of which will be furnished you,) advising him that you would be directed to take command, and directing him to 
reassume, should he deem the public interest to require it, the command at Fort Scott, until you should arrive 
there. If, however, the General should have progressed to Florida before these subsequent orders may have 
reached him, he was instructed to penetrate to the Seminole towns through the Floridas, provided the strength of 
his command at Amelia would justify his engaging in offensive operations. 

With this view, you may be prepared to concentrate your forces, and to adopt the necessary measures to terminate 
a conflict which it has been the desire of the Presidest, from considerations of humanity, to avoid, but which is now 
made necessary by their settled hestilities. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


J. C. CALHOUN. 
Major General Anprew Jackson, commanding Southern Division. 


Extract of a letter from General Gaines to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heap-quarters, Hartrorp, Grorcia, January 9, 1818. 


Sin 
I had the honor to receive, on my way to this place, the 5th instant, by express, from Fort Hawkins, your 
very acceptable letters of the 9th and 16th of last month. 

he instructions they contain shall be regarded with the attention which their importance demands. 

I received by the same express several reports, up to the 2lst December, from Lieutenant Colonel Arbuckle 
and Major Muhlenburg, copies of which I enclose herewith, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4. 

By these reports it appears that the principal force of the enemy (between eight hundred and twelve hundred) 
has been assembled on the Appalachicola, with a view to cut off our supplies ordered up that river, and that the 
deiachment with the vessels has suffered severe annoyance and some loss. 

I do not apprehend that we shall lose a vessel, or that any serious consequences to the troops at Fort Scott will 
result fromm the delay and difficulty of obtaining supplies by that channel. The supply of flour is more than 
sufficient for the present month, and there is likewise a considerable supply of corn at the fort, and beef cattle in 
the neighborheod. Of salted pork there can be but little until the pele ws yd the river of thirty thousand rations, and 
with every other requisite supply ordered in the early part of last month from Mobile, and which may be brought 
up the river in the covered ball- proof boats which have been prepared for the purpose. But to guard against every 
untoward obstacle in that quarter, | have ordered supplies from this place and Fort Hawkins, part of which are 
now on the way, and wiil be deposited at a work now constructing by the detachment under General Glasscock, on 
Flint river, at the Chetaw village, sixty miles above Fort Scott, whence the supplies will be taken in ball-proof 
boats; and-I have strong ground to believe they will be at Fort Scott by the 24th of the present month, at which 
time | calculate upon being able to concentrate my force, and shall lose no time in attempting a decisive blow, 
which I trust will terminate the war. 

have received information that a party of Indians entered the settlement near Traders’ Hill, a few days past, 
killed a woman, and took off some three or four negroes. I.had previously ordered a detachment of artillery from 
Amelia Island, with two companies of militia taken from General Floyd’s division, to take post at Traders’ 
Hill, for the defence of that settlement. I have reason to believe the artillery arrived at the Hill about the time 
the murder was committed, and the militia soon after, and that the Indians were pursued. 

The residue of militia taken from General Floyd’s division (five companies) are ordered to this place to reinforce 
General Glasscock’s command, excepting one company, which will be posted near the big bend of Oakmulgee. 

The detachment under General Glasscock, delayed by rainy weather, bad roads, and want of punctuality in the 
contractor’s department, may not be able to form a junction with the United States’ troops in time to put an end to 
the war before their term of service expires, which will be early in next month. I have therefore requested of his 
excellency the Governor of this State an additional force, to assemble at this place the Ist of next month, to consist 
of four battalions of infantry and four companies of riflemen, for three months, which I hope will meet your 


approbation. 


No. 1. 
Fort Scotr, December 20, 1817. 


Sir: 


Since the day of your departure I have not received the least information, except by Indians, from Fort 
Gaines, and I have no information whatever of the Georgia militia or McIntosh’s Indians. ; ; 
You will herewith receive a copy of Brevet Major Muhlenburg’s letter to me, of the 16th instant, which will 
apprise you of his situation. The armed boat I sent down yesterday, under the command of Captain Blackstone, 
with a supply of fifteen days’ provisions for the men on board the vessel, and some materials to better secure them 
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from the fire of the enemy. I had the boat so altered as to make her convenient to carry forward an anchor, by 
which means the vessels will be enabled to progress slowly, and I think will reach this in eight or ten days, 
unassisted by the wind; they are about thirty miles below. as ; 

I shall do every thing the force under my command will permit, without hazarding too much, to draw the attention 
of the enemy from the vessels, whose force, from the best information I have been able to obtain, is between eight 
hundred and twelve hundred Indians and negroes, and increasing daily. On the 13th instant, Hambly and Doyle 
were made prisoners by this party, and, I presume, killed, and their property of every description taken possession 
of. The chief, William Perryman, who had gone down with a party to protect Hambly and Doyle, was killed, and his 
men forced to join the opposite party. All the Indians on the Chattahoochee, below Fort Gaines, who are not 
disposed to go to war, I fear will be compelled to remove above for security. ee: 

he present war with these Indians will require a much greater force than was contemplated to bring it to a 
speedy and favorable cunciusion. Capechinnico, or the principal chief of the Mickasukee town, is in command of 
all the hostile Indians. . 

I have a large keel boat on the stocks, aad should I not be deceived, will have her in a condition for service in 
twenty days, at farthest; she will transport from three to four hundred barrels, and will be constructed to navigate 
the Appalachicola river with safety and despatch. a. te 

In consequence of the situation of our vessels, and the difficulty of supplying Fort Hughes, I have thought it 
best to recall the command. During the time Captain McIntosh commanded that post, he was surrounded by a large 
force, aud his arrangements were such as to du him much credit; he did the enemy some injury, and had no men 
killed or wounded. ; ; , 

There is but about twenty days’ rations of meat on hand at this post. I have sent the contractor’s agent to Fort 
Gaines to forward beef, and if he should be disappointed there, have directed him to proceed further. 

Lan, sir, &c. &c. &c. 
M. ARBUCKLE, Lieutenant Colonel Commanding. 


Major General Gatyes, 


No. 2. 
Fort Scort, December 21, 1817. 
Sir: 
Since closing my letter, the keel-boat arrived from the vessels below with some wounded. : 

Major Muhlenburg states, it is impossible for the vessels to get up, the shore being lined on both sides of the 
river with Indians and negroes, who keep up a constant fire on them. He has determined, if the boat does not re- 
turn to him this evening, to drop down and try to get to the bay. ‘The boat will leave this under the command of 
Major Twiggs at 12 o’clock to day, and will reach them by sundown, provided it is not interrupted in its descent. 

i shall endeavor to keep up an intercourse with them (by means of the keel-boat) until we can get the ammuni- 
tion from on board, and, in the last extremity, they will be compelled to drop down to the bay; in doing which, I 
am apprehensive they will suffer severely. Tht: 

You have, herewith, a copy of Brevet Major Muhlenburg’s letter of the 19th inst. He appears dissatisfied that 
more has not been done for his relief; in this nothing shall be omitted that the force here can effect. 

Should I attempt to march against the enemy with all the force here, with the intention of removing him from the 
the river, I am confident I should not succeed, and, at least, would sustain a very considerable loss. 

Men and means of every description are greatly wanting here, and should any misfortune happen to the vessels 
we have not half a supply of ammunition, and not a single stand of spare arms. 

I have not heard a word from you since your departure. 


iam, sir, &c. &c. 
M. ARBUCKLE, Lieutenant Colonel Commanding. 
Major General E. P. Garngs. 


No. 3. 


NEAR THE OCHESEE TOWN, ON THE APPALACHICOLA RIVER, 


‘ Tuesday evening, December 16, 1817. 
IR: 

On Monday morning the transports were attacked by the Indians from both sides of the river, with a heavy 
fire of small arms. We returned their fire; the firing has continued ever since. We have lost two killed and thir- 
teen wounded, most of them severely; whether we have injured them any, I am unable to say. We are now com- 
pelled to remain here, as it is impossible for us to carry out a warp, as a man cannot show himself above the bul- 
wark without being fired on. 1 can assure you that our present situation is not the most pleasant, not knowing how 
soon, or whether, we are to receive succor from above. 

The wounded are in but a bad situation, owing to the vessels being much crowded, and it is impossible to make 
them any ways comfortable on board. Not having any other means to communicate to you, 1 am compelled to 
despatch the keel-boat under the command of Captain Clinch, with instructions to make the best of his way to Fort 
Scott. 

I hope to hear from you soon with instructions how I am to proceed in my present situation. 


With respect, &c. 
P. MUHLENBURG, Brevet Major. 
P. S. We have but a few days’ provision on hand; the men have been on half allowance for some time. 


No. 4. 
. New Ocueser Town, December 19, 1817. 
IR: 

Yours by Captain Blackston was received at 12 o’clock this morning, and was in hopes that you would have 
been able to afford some relief to the command, as our situation demanded that something should have been done 
immediately. That we are not able to progress is evident, as we have the enemy on both sides of the river, and, 
therefore, impracticable to carry out a warp. Had we not heard from you by the keel-boat this morning, it was 
decided that we should have attempted to return to the bay this evening. I shall now despatch the keel-boat under 
the command of Lieutenant Gray, and try to retain our present position until the night of the 2Ist. 

In case we should not hear from you, or be reinforced by land, we shall make the attempt to reach the bay. For 
further particulars, I refer you to Lieutenant Gray. 
With respect, &c. 
P. MUHLENBURG, Major. 
Lieut. Colonel Arsuck.e. 


Extract of a letter to Brevet Major General Edmund P. Gaines, dated 


DepartTMENT oF War, January 16, 1818. 


The honor of the United States requires that the war with the Seminoles should be terminated speedily, and with 
exemplary punishment, for hostilities so unprovoked. Orders were issued soon after my arrival here, directing the 
war to be carried on within the limits of Florida, should it be necessary to its speedy and effectual termination. ‘The 
orders, I presume, have been received. 
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As soon as it was known that oe had repaired to Amelia_ Island, in obedience to orders, and it being uncertain 
how long you might be detained there, the state of things at Fort Scott made it necessary to order General Jackson 
to take command there. From his known promptitude, it is presumable that his arrival may be soon expected; and, 
in the mean time, full confidence is placed in your well established military talents. 1 hope the junction of the mili- 
tia will enable you to carry on offensive operations, and to restrain the enemy from depredations on the frontier. 


J.C. CALHOUN. 


———— 


Heap-quarrers, Hartrorp, Georcra, January 23, 1818. 


Sir: 

I have received this day from Lieutenant Colonel Arbuckle reports of the state of his command, up to the 
18th of the present month, and from Brigadier General Glasscock up to yesterday’s date, copies of which I have 
the honor to enclose herewith, No. 1 to 6. _ 

By these communications you will perceive that, whatever has been or can be said of the desire of the Seminole 
Indians to lay down their arms and make peace, there is in reality no prospect of peace without beating them into 
a conviction of the danger and evil effects of a war with us; and I feel persuaded that a peace made with them at 
this time would be followed by scenes of more daring outrage than those which our frontier settlements have here- 
tofore suffered. ; 

I have learned from an officer lately at Fort Hawkins, that there is in the post-office at that place a letter from 
the Department of War to Major General Jackson. The hope of seeing him, and ascertaining his views upon the 
subject of our operations in this quarter, and to provide for supplying the additional detachment of militia ordered 
to this place, I have delayed my movement to Fort Scott until 1 see or hear from the General. or from the Depart- 


ment of War. 
I have, &c. 


EDMUND P. GAINES. 
Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


No. 1. 
Fort Gaines, December 23, 1817. 


Sir: 

I received yours by Mr. Laycock last evening, expressing a wish to hear from this post. This is the third 
attempt that I have made to give you news from here; this same man was made prisoner on his way to your post, 
and a second time compelled to return back. 

You are anxious to — of the movements of the militia and Indians. I will give you what I have heard on 
that subject: it was brought from Fort Mitchell by an Indian on express; he received it from Sam Sells, direct 
from Fort Hawkins; he states that the militia were to leave the Agency on last Thursday; no word of them here 
yet. He stated that there was considerable confusion amongst them about marching, and that some had refused to 
march; and that the agent had told the Indians that General Gaines had no business to go to the Indian towns and 
fire on them in the night; that he had acted like the Indians themselves in doing so. McIntosh had come as far as 
Fort Mitchell on his way, and the agent has sent him home, and told him to meet him at the Agency, fora talk, in 
thirty days, eighteen of which yet remains; and that he should not move until the General Government should give 
the order. This | expect is the case; for they have sent Onis Horyoa talk that he was doing wrong to be in service 
in this country till the agent should give him orders. He further states that the agent has sent a talk to Seminole 
to the chiefs to meet him and he would make peace for them, and the white people should have no satisfaction for 
what was done. This is the news here as it respects the Indians. J am induced to believe that they are not coming; 
nothing new here since you heard from this post. Alter all that I have said to the citizens, they are going from the 
fort to their houses. General Gaines directed me to send you the census of the people at this post. A few days 
since there were two hundred and eighty-five persons in the fort, sixty of which have left it. ‘The General directed 
me to have a large corn-house built tor the reception of the people’s corn; 1 have done so, but they have no dispo- 
sition to do so. 1 am constantly advising the people to secure their provisions, but they will not take advice till it 
will be too late. So soon as they are done with the schooner, I shall expect a visit in this neighborhood. Six —— 
will be sufficient to destroy all the corn in this part of the country, as it all remains at the people’s houses without 
any protection. 

An Indian report here says that Mr. Arbuthnot’s son is with the Indians, giving them instructions, and that it 
was his doings that Doyle and Hambly were taken; they state that he is with Kenhija, and that his orders were to 
take them tohim. ‘The chiefs below here sent word to those above that they have heard that they were in the white 
people’s service, and that they will pay them a visit after a little, and reward them for their conduct. Finding that 
those above are not coming down soon, they are considerably alarmed fur fear they will fall on them. 

' ROBERT IRVIN. 


Colonel ArnsuckLe, commanding Fort Scott. 


No. 2. 
Fort Scort, December 27, 1817. 


Sir: 
Enclosed you will receive a copy of a letter [ received yesterday from Captain Irvin. Can the information 
given by the Indian expresses be true? 

The armed boat returned from the vessel in the Appalachicola river yesterday; and, although they have not pro- 
gressel much, [ was greatly gratified to be informed that no men had been killed or wounded on board of them, 
except those I informed you of in my communications of the 20th and 2Ist instant. 

I consider the situation of those vessels much more safe than when [ wrote to you last, and have little doubt I 
shall have them here in ten days from this time, or, if not, I can unload them with safety below, and have them 


returned to the bay. ; ; ; f 
I have had no information respecting the Georgia militia, or McIntosh and his Indians, except what is contained 


in the enclosed. 7 ; : ; ; ; 
I have not heard of provisions being on the way from Fort Hawkins, nor have I received a line from you since 


your departure from this post. 
I am, &c. 
M. ARBUCKLE, Zieut. Col. Com. 


Major General E. P. Gaines, St. Mary’s, Georgia. 


No. 3. 
Fort Mitcuext, December 30, 1817. 


My Frienp: 
The messenger which was sent to the Mackasookies has returned with an answer to our talk. ‘The Macka- 


sookies say it was not them that began the war; they were sitting down in peace, and the white people came on 
them in the night and fired on them. The Mackasookies are all sitting in their town and doing no mischief, and 
waiting to see if the white people will make peace with them. ‘The people that shot at the boat, and killed all the 
white people, were the old Sticks from the Upper town—those that turned hostile last war. The man that 
was sent tu the Mackasookies (Hopvie Haija) with a peace-talk met the Mackasookies at the half-way ground, coming 


with a peace-talk to us. 
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Mr. Hambly and Mr. Doyle were taken prisoners; Hopoie Haija saw them; Tustennogee Chepeo has gone to 
release them, and carry them to the fort at St. Marks. I have sent you this little talk now; our meeting that 
you appointed will soon be, and then every thing will be made straight. 

The Chehaws have received two letters from the army, and they had nobody to read them, and thez do not 
know the contents, and wish the army could be stopped until our meeting is over. 

TUSTENNOGEE HOPOIE, 
HOPOIE HAIJA. 


No. 4. 
Camp Cummine, January 10, 1818. 


Sir: 

Yours of the 8th is just received, and I am extremely gratified to hear of your arrival at Hartford, as [ already 
feel considerably relieved. ‘The many difficulties which have occurred since you left us, from contractors, 
together with the want of experience, [ can assure you, has caused me to feel the responsibility attached to my 
command; but, with your instructions, I flatter myself [ shall now be able to get on. ; 

We are now encamped about four miles from Fort Blackshear, on a very beautiful aud commanding spot, with 
a considerable creek on each side, about four miles distant, neither of which can be crossed with wagons. A 
bridge was erected on the one in our rear, but it is entirely gone; so soon as_the one in our front falls sufficiently, 
it will be bridged. I have thought it advisable to have the roads repaired, which will be done immediately. _ 

Upolicha, a confidential Indian, has just arrived with a talk from Conard, the parport of which is as follows: 
He states, that since the principal chiefs left home for the Agency, the whole of the property of one of them was 
taken off by some of the Fowltown Indians, and that Conard is considerably alarmed for his own property. He 
has advised us to be on our guard, particularly so far as it relates to the soldiers strolling from the camp, which, 
for fear of danger, will be attended to. We have not now on hand ten bushels of corn. Brockman is of opinion 
that it will be dangerous to go again to the Chehaw, in consequence of which I have, at his particular request, 
sent him with this express. I must refer you to him for further information as to the corn and provisions to be pro- 
cured in the nation. é 

[am almost fearful, when I recollect for a moment, that the time of service for which this detachment has been 
called on, will expire before your object can be accomplished, as the officers, with a few exceptions, ave governed 
by the men, and not the men by the officers. I am in hopes, however, that should your object not be accomplished 
by the first of next month, I shall be able to render you an essential service, by volunteers from my command, 
should it be deemed necessary. I will, however, have a personal interview with you on the subject, on your arrival 
at our camp. : 

Not having calculated on moving from this place for six or seven days, for want of provisions, &c. I gave a 
furlough to Captain Melvin; should you deem it necessary for us to move before that time, I would be glad that he 
would return. 

I am yours, with respect and esteem, 
THOMAS GLASSCOCK, Brig. General Commanding D. G. M. U. 8. 8. 


Major General E. P. Gaines. 


No. 5. 
Cepar Creek, 5 o’crock, January 22, 1818. 


Sir: 

I was ordered this evening by General Glasscock to take five men, and proceed immediately to meet Captain 
Leigh, who was packed from Hartford with provisions. I proceeded accordingly, and met him about two miles.on 
the east side of this creek, and Captain Leigh, five men and myself, proceeded on to Blackshear’s works, in con- 
siderable haste; when we reached the creek, we made a halt to fix on a pack, which was likely to fall, before we 
crossed. During this stay, Captain Leigh and a private of Captain Avery’s company, by the name of Samuel Loftis, 
started tocross. [| called to the captain, and observed that he was probably going into danger; he replied not. As 
my party and self had crossed not more than half an hour before, I proceeded, and accompanied by this man Loftis, 
they had not gotten entirely across the creek. when they were fired on by a party of Indians, the number | 
suppose to be twenty or thirty, from the report of their guns, and both shot dead on the spot; I immediately rude back 
and ordered the provisions, together with Cornet Isaac Brown’s command, consisting of twenty men, to a corner of 
General Blackshear’s old works, on the east side of the creek, where we took shelter in a small breastwork, deter- 
mined to secure the provisions if possible: this was the only alternative, as they were planted on the swamp, which 
was at least one hundred yards across, and [ not having more than twenty-seven men under my command with guns. 
When we completed our works, Captain Snother and Mr. John Bridges proceeded down the creek, in order to make 
their way across to the army, that General Glasscock might be informed of the murder, and we reinforced: that 
reinforcement has just reached our works, commanded by Major Joseph Morgan. 1, with Captain Donnelly’s 
company, will proceed with the provisions to the army, and Major Morgan will pursue the trail. 

hope, sir, as this was written by a torch, that you will excuse, or correct, any mistake. 


I am sir, your obedient servant, 
FRANKLIN E. HEARD, Brigade Major. 


No, 6. 


. Heap-quarTers, Hartrorp, Georcia, January 26, 1818. 
IR: 
_ In obedience to your order to me of the 2d instant, I proceeded to Savannah, when, to my great mortification, 
I found the draught little further advanced than when the order first issued from the Executive Department. Ina 
conference with Lieutenant Colonel Marshall, [learned that the draught has been made, but that a number of deser- 
tions had since taken place, which, with forty-seven determined exempt from duty. have reduced the quota one- 
half, and that he knows of no steps that can be adopted, without a flagrant violation of the civil law, to cause their 
attendance at the general rendezvous, if they refused to go, which they do, almost unanimously. The draught from 
the 35th regiment have progressed further in their preparations for the service, though I was informed by Lieutenant. 
Colonel Harrison that it would be some days before they could leave their homes, as an inquiry into exemption, 
and a second draught, would be necessary to fill their ranks. 

On my leaving Savannah, Colonel Marshall asstired me, that as soon as a second draft had been effected, and the 
necessary arrangements made fo their movements, he would address to me a report to that effect, at Fort Hawkins, 
which has not been received, and 1 am lett to conclude that the arrangements referred to have not been carried inte 
effect. Captain Russell reported to me that he was prepared to furnisl. the transportation necessary for their move- 
ments, if it should be required. 

. I have the honor, &c. 
CLINTON WRIGHT, Major United States Army. 


General E. P. Gaines. 


88 a 
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g Heap-quarters, Hartrorp, Georoia, January 30, 1818. 
Sir: 

Lhad the honor to receive yesterday your letters of the 26th December, and 16th of the present month, the 
first having followed me from Amelia Island. 

[ have, for some months past, endeavored to inform myself of the topography of the country between the Appa- 
lachicola and St. John’s; but have received only the apparently imperfect accounts of some half-blooded blacks, 
and Indians, as to the western part of that tract of country, The eastern part is well known to many of the 
inhabitants of this State, with whom I have conversed. From Amelia Island to the Lochway, the country is, for 
the most part, what is here called pine barren, nearly level, intersected with creeks and ponds, bordered in many 

laces with rich hammock land, which increases in quantity and quality as you approach the Lochway towns. 

rom thence to St. Marks and Appalachicola, the hammock land is found in very considerable bodies; much the 
largest portion of the country, however, is poor, sandy, pine barren. The hammock lands afford great quantities 
of live oak, some cedar, and other valuable timber. There are several large swamps on the route between the 
Lochway and St. Marks, which, during a season of rainy weather, are impracticable, without the aid of boats; but 
the country being generally open, will admit of good reads, when the weather is moderately dry. I have not a 
doubt but the army may march with considerable facility, from the Appalachicola to St. John’s, or Amelia Island, 
with the aid of a few vessels, to send provisions, &c. from Fort Scott, down the river, and thence cvastwise to the 
mouth of the Suwanny river, 130 miles east of the Appalachicola, and about 140 miles west, southwest from Amelia 
Island. ‘The last mentioned distance may be marched in eight days, without wagons or baggage, the troops carrying 
their own provisions in their haversacks. A movement from Amelia Island, by the way of St. John’s and Lochway, 
as you have suggested, would, [ think, produce the desired effect, in co-operation with the troops frum Fort Scott; 
upon this subject, I shall confer with the commander-in-chief of the division. 

By a letter from Major Bankhead, dated the 17th of this mouth, I learn that two thousand Spanish troops are 
reported to have arrived at St. Augustin. Although little reliance can be placed in the report received by Major 
Bankhead, yet whether it be true or not, 1am satisfied his command (220 men) is quite too small to admit of any 
detachment, other than that at Trader’s Hill. There should, indeed, be -not less than this number stationed 
at and in the immediate vicinity of the Hill, and a much greater number upon the frontier between that point and 
this. By a letter from W. Harris, Esq. of Telfair, | am informed that a party of Indians killed a Mr. Daniel 
Dikes, and his family, a few days past, on the St. ‘Tilla, about forty miles from the town of Jackson, ‘Telfair court- 
house. I ieenedlataly detached a troop of cavalry in pursuit of the Indians, and at the same time sent out a detach- 
ment of infantry to reconnoitre the country, and secure the intermediate frontier from a similar outrage. 

Accompanying this I enclose a monthly return of the detachment of Georgia militia under Brigadier General 
Glasscock, which was not received until this day; I had confidently believed that the proper returns of this detach- 
ment had been duly forwarded by Major Nicks, who mustered and inspected the same, to the Adjutant and Inspec- 
tor General’s office. 

With extreme regret I have to state that the expected co-operation on the part of that detachment has entirely 
failed. An attempt to obtain volunteers to continue in service until the arrival of the detachment from Major 
General Floyd’s division, produced but forty men. The enclosed report of Major Wright, assistant adjutant 
general, contains a discouraging picture of that detachment. It cannot be expected at this place before the 10th 
of next month, nor is it probable that more than two hundred and fifty or three hundred out of the five hundred 
called for, can be got into service. 

The enclosed papers, No. 1 to 4, contain copies of my last correspondence with the contractor’s agent. 

The acting quartermaster, Lieutenant Keiser, has purchased the greater part of the provisions issued during 
the present month, and is now engaged in the purchase of thirty thousand rations, the greater part of which is now 
on the way to Fort Scott, by the way of Flint river. ‘To pay for these supplies, I have been under the necessity of 
borrowing ten thousand dollars from the Governor of Georgia, upon a promise to replace the amount in three months 
from the 23d instant. I had taken the liberty to send to Augusta a draft upon the Department of War for fifteen 
thousand dollars, but could not obtain money on the draft without suffering a discount of 24 per cent. which was 
totally inadmissible. 

The fifteen thousand dollars, forwarded by your order, being required to pay the expense of transportation, for 
which this sum will be insufficient, I have to request that you will be pleased to order the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, on account of the supply of rations to be forwarded to his excellency Governor Rabun, to replace that 
sum advanced by him. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 

The Hon, Joun C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


No. 1. 


Sir: Heap-quartrers, Harrrorp, Georcia, January 12, 1818. 


I have received your report, in which you state that you have some rations “on the way,” but you do not 
state where, or in what quantities, they are to be found. Let me be informed upon this subject without delay. 
Having been informed by Brigadier General Glasscock that he has not been regularly supplied with rations by you; 
that he had advanced you two thousand dollars to purchase pork for the detachment of Georgia militia under his 
command, (which I directed you to forward to this place for that detachment,) [ learn that you have not complied 
with my requisition or order. Should this apparent neglect remain longer unexplained, your continuance as con- 
tractor’s agent, or as suttler, within the limits of my command, will be no longer tolerated. 


Your most obedient servant, 
E. P. GAINES, Maj. Gen. Commanding. 
aptain O. W. Carus, Contractor’s Agent, Fort Hawkins. 


No. 2. 


Sir: Harrrorp, January 24, 1818. 


Your communication of the 12th is received. ‘To the several subjects therein referred, and to others, I have 
the honor to reply as follows: . 

‘The rations reported to have been on hand were at Fort Hawkins, Creek Agency, Fort Mitchell, and Fort Gaines; 
estimated, at Fort Hawkins, say ten or fifteen thousand rations of pork and beef, and of flour four or five thousand 
rations; at the Agency, nine thousand rations of flour, with a considerable quantity of the smaller parts; at Fort 
Mitchel ,» ten thousand rations of flour, with a very small quantity of vinegar; and at Fort Gaines, say six or seven 
thousand rations of flour. 

The two thousand dollars received of General Glasscock I did not understand were to be applied exclusively to 
the purchase of pork. My disbursements in the purchase of provision have considerably exceeded that sum since 
the receipt of it, which was on the 10th of December last. Of this fact I shall be able to convince the general, by a 
reference to my books, and other vouchers on that subject. It is true that the balance of pork left at Fort Hawkins 
was not forwarded to this place in compliance with your orders; this non-compliance proceeded from no disposition 
to evade or treat with indifference the orders of the general, but for want of immediate means of transporting it. In 
short, allow me to assure you, sir, that if I have, or if I may disobey your orders, it is alone ascribable to the want 
of the means for compliance. With regard to the flour refused at Fort Hawkins, afterwards transported to and sold 
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at this place to the troops, by Mr. Lavake, I report that it was never the property of the contractors that it was 
inspected and refused as his; that it was transported and sold by him, without the knowledge or consent of the con- 
tractor or his agent. : 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


0. W. CALLIS, Contractor’s Agent. 
Major Gen. E. P. Garnes, Commanding, $c. 


No. 3. 


Heap-quarTers, Hartrorp, Grorcia, January 19, 1818. 


The army contractor is hereby required to provide for the daily issue of two thousand complete rations to United 
States’ troops and militia, at the new fort now building on Flint river, near the Chehaw village, and to have in store 
at that fort, by the 20th day of next month, (February, ) sixty thousand complete rations; the meat part of which to 


consist of good pickled pork or bacon. 
: _— ‘ E. P. GAINES, Maj. Gen. Commanding. 
Benyamin G. Orr, Esq. : 
Army Contractor, or his Agent, Fort Hawkins. 


No. 4. 
Sir: Harrrorp, January 24, 1818. 


I have :he honor to acknowledge the receipt of your requisition, under date of the 19th, and to report that the 
contractor cannot comply with it in full; but that there is engaged to the contract to have been delivered at Fort 
Hawkins, on the 20th of this month, seventy thousand rations of pork, which, together with the provisions the money 
f have, or may have, will procure, shall be furnished the troops. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


0. W. CALLIS, Contractor’s Agent. 
Major General Gaines. 


Sir: Fort Scorr, January 12, 1818. 


On the 16th instant I had the honor to inform you of the arrival of the vessels in charge of Brevet Major Muh- 
lenburg, and to enclose to you the resignation of Ist Lieutenant Sharp, of the corps of artillery, the acceptance of 
which I recommended, on account of his intemperate habits. Since that period, Lieutenant Johnson, of the same 
corps, has tendered his resignation, which is herewith enclosed. _I would also recommend that his wish to leave the 
service should be gratified, as his conduct in a skirmish with the Indians some time since was not such as to evidence 
his being well qualified for the profession of arms. ' 

I have permitted him and Lieutenant Sharp to be absent until the acceptance of their resignations may be pub- 
lished, unless otherwise ordered; and herewith enclosed is a copy of Lieutenant Sharp’s letter of resignation. 

On the 4th instant I crossed the Flint river, about fourteen miles above this post, and proceeded to Fowltown, 
which had been deserted. I burnt it, and on the next day arrived at Allapulges, a small town about fourteen miles 
southeast of this post. It had also been abandoned, and the cattle and stock of every kind removed, as had been 
the case at Fowltown. Iam informed they have gone to or beyond the Okolokne river, there to place their women 
and property in greater security, and better prepare themselves for war. They continue to have considerable inter- 
course with the Indians at Chatahoochee, many of whom were with them, and assisted in the destruction of Lieu- 
tenant Scott and his party, and in the attack on our vessels ascending the river, under the command of Brevet Major 
Muhlenburg. You have herewith a copy of a letter from Mr. Irvin, commanding at Fort Gaines. I cannot believe 
the information it contains, yet I have been informed, a few days since, that the Indians on the Chatahoochee, be- 
low Fort Gaines, have received information from the agent of the Creek nation that they are to use their pleasure in 
joining us, as we are the aggressors. But few of them require great inducement to act in the war, but most if on 
our side; and should the war with the Lower Creeks terminate on the terms represented by Mr. Irvin, it will be 
risking but little to say the peace will be of short duration. The force of this place is much too small to advance 
against the enemy, and I have not received the least information of the Georgia militia or McIntosh’s Indians, ex- 
cept what is contained in Mr. Irvin’s letter, or a line from General Gaines since his departure. 

I have but about two days’ rations of meat, and something upwards of thirty days’ rations of flour on hand, and 
without advice of additional supplies being on the way; and should Captain Birch, who is now at Fort Gaines with 
a command of one hundred and twenty men, for the —— of obtaining beef, not succeed, and the contractor’s 
agents persist in neglecting their duty much longer, the consequences must be greatly disastrous to the troops and 
the inhabitants of the Chatahoochee. 

I have sent Captain Cummings to the bay, for the purpose of obtaining information should any vessel arrive there 
with provision, and will do all in my power to maintain my position; yet I do greatly fear my best exertions to do 
so will fail. I detached a sergeant and four mounted men, on express, to Fort Hawkins, on the 21st ultimo, and 
have not since heard of them. I shall write to the Creek agent by the present opportunity, and enclose to him a 
copy of Mr. Irvin’s letter. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. ARBUCKLE, 


Lieut. Col. 7th Inf. commanding. 
Major General ANDREW Jackson, 


Commanding Southern Division, Nashville, Tennessee. 


N. B. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from General Gaines, dated on the 20th ultimo, at Hart- 
ford. ‘The contractor’s agent in that quarter, I am inforined, has failed, and the militia are now about thirty miles 
above this, badly supplied with provision. Captain Birch has informed me that he will be able to obtain thirty or 
forty head of beef cattle at Fort Gaines; he will be compelled to take them, as the people refuse to sell. - 

A. 





. Fort Scott, January 13, 1818. 
IR: 

I received your letter of the 20th ultimo, yesterday, after writing to Major General. Jackson; a copy of my 
letter to him is enclosed, which will exhibit to you the state of things in this quarter. 

I have heard nothing more of Colonel Brearly or the militia, except that they were within twenty-five miles of 
the Flint river on the 4th instant. Brockman wrote to me on that date, and informed me that he was engaged pro- 
curing provisions for the militia, the contractor having failed to supply. This, with the information you gave on 
that subject, has induced me to contract with Mr. McCulloh to deliver fifteen thousand rations of meat at this post, 
in twenty days from this time, at twelve and a half cents per ration. Should he fulfil his agreement, and Captain 
Birch succeed in procuring thirty or forty head of beef cattle, I think that supply will last the troops until provi- 
sions pene — from New Orleans. Our horses have a distemper among them, which I fear will destroy a great 
number of them. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


M. ARBUCKLE, Lieutenant Colonel Commanding. 
Major General E. P. Gaines, Commanding E. S. D. S. St Mary’s, Georgia. 
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Fort Scort, January 18, 1818. 


I have received information this evening, which I have no doubt may be relied on, that the whole or the 
greater portion of the hostile Indians are to have a meeting somewhere near the mouth of Flint river, on the 2ist 
instant, for the purpose of concerting measures for the destruction of the inhabitants on the Chatahoochee, and the 
reduction of this post. In the latter object they expect to succeed, owing to our waut of supplies: and their cal- 
culations are not without a reasonable prospect of success, should not uncommon exertions be made to supply us 
from your quarter, as this command has been without meat at this time for five or six days, and have barely a hope 
of receiving a temporary supply, by a command sent to Fort Gaines for the purpose of collecting a few beef cattle. 
1 have heard from the bay this evening; one vessel has arrived there with clothing and military stores, having 
on board very little, if any, more previsions than will be required by the command on board of her, and without 
certain information of other vessels being on the way. 
have to request you will let me hear from you without loss of time, and that you will inform me of a prospect of 
supplies from your quarter. 
I am, sir, most respectfuily, your obedient servant, 


M. ARBUCKLE, Lieutenant Colonel Commanding. 
Brigadier General Giasscock, Chehaw town, Flint river. 


Department or War, 4ugust 14, 1818, 


‘The President having determined to restore St. Marks and Pensacola, with the Barancas, to the Spanish 
authority, | am directed to issue orders to carry this determination into effect. You will, accordingly, give the 
necessary orders to the commandant at Pensacola to surrender that place, with the Barancas, to any Spanish offi- 
cer properly authorized to receive them. Authority from the Governor General at the Havannah, or the Spanish 
minister, Don Onis, is considered sufficient; or, in case the Governor, late in possession of West Florida, Den Jose 
Masot, should himself appear to receive possession, it will be restored to him on his own authority. St. Marks will 
be restored to the late Spanish commandant, should he appear to receive it, or to any officer having similar autho- 
rity, as in the case of Pensacola; provided he is accompanied with a sufficient force to garrison it, sv as to prevent 
the post from being seized by the hostile Indians. Its situation in the midst of the hostile Indians renders this 

recaution necessary. You, who have an accurate knowledge of the strength of the Indians, and of the post, will 
be able to give precise instructions on this point. It is sufficient that the Spanish force be so cunsiderabie as will 
probably prevent any attempt by the Indians to occupy it. : ; ‘ 

Public property will be restored in the condition, as far as practicable, in which it was taken possession of. On 
evacuating these posts, you will make such arrangements as will be the best calculated to hold the Indians, still 
remaining hostile, in check, and to cover our frontier. ‘To effect these objects, it is thought that it will not be ne- 
cessury to take post tothe west of the Appalachicola, within the Florida line, as the Indians in that quarter are said 
to be very inconsiderable. You will, accordingly, station the troops which may be thought to be necessary for the 
protection of that portion of the frontier on our side of the line, unless your impression should be dec.ded’y differ- 
ent from that Ll have stated; in which event, you will take pest at any point which you may judge proper within 
the country possessed by the Indians. On the east of the Appalachicola you may station the troops on either side of 
the line, as you may judge proper. Fort Gadsden, besides admitting of great facility for supplies, appears to be a 
very commanding position, and ought not to be evacuated. Should you think so, you will retain it, and garrison it 
with a sufficient force. : ; 

I trust you will be able to make such a distribution of your command as to afford, with vigilance, effectual pro- 
tection to the frontier, without resorting to the militia. It is of great importance, if the militia can be dispensed 
with, not to call them into actual service, as it is harassing to them and exhausting to the treasury. Protection is 
the first object, and the second is protection by the regular force. 

I have, &c. 


J. C. CALHOUN. 
Brevet Major General E. P. Gaines, Fort Hawkins, Georgia. 


Department oF War, 4ugust 19, 1818. 


Sir: 

I send the enclosed extract from the letter of the Secretary of State to the Spanish ‘minister, in relation to 
St. Marks and Pensacola, My instractions to you, of the 14th instant, contained the substance of this extract; and 
my object in communicating it now, is, that you may be in possession of the precise ideas communicated to the 


Spanish minister, in case any difficulty should occur. 
I have, &c. 


General E. P. Gatnas. J. C. CALHOUN. 


P Heap-quarrers, Division oF THE Soutn, Nasuvi_e, January 20, 1818. 
IR: 
In acommunication to you of the 12th instant, I acknowledged the receipt of your order of the 26th ultimo, 
and advised you of the appeal [ had made to the patriotisin of the West Cennesseeans. On yesterday, the officers 
who had so gallantly headed the Tennessee mounted volunteers during the Creek campaigns, met me at this place, 
and gave every assurance of their ability to asserble two regiments of mounted gun-men by the 31st instant, at any 
designated point within the western part of this State. | have ordered them to rendezvous at Fayetteville, and as 
many as may appear un: the 3ist instant, or the Ist of February, to be mustered and received into service for six 
months (if not sooner discharged) by my inspector general. . ‘The contractor has instructions to issue to these troops 
twenty days’ rations, and every measure has been adopted to facilitate their march, via Fort Jackson, by the most 
practicable route, to Fort Scott. ‘These troops will be well supplied as far as Fort Jackson, and there the necessary 
a. may be obtained and packed to answer their immediate wants, until they are intercepted by supplies from 
low. Major Fanning has been despatched to Fort Hawkins to purchase and forward on these supplies to the most 
convenient point of interception. | have advanced to him two thousand dollars, with authority to draw on the 
quartermaster general for any additional sums wanted, and imposed upon him the temporary duties of deputy quar- 
termaster general. I am compelled to this arrangement from an impression that there can be no officer of the 
quartermaster’s department in the vicinity of Fort Hawkins, and Colonel Gibsen could not possibly reach that 
neighborhood to effect the objects wished. 
y inspector general, Colonel Hayne, (no brigadier general having volunteered his services,) is charged with 
conducting.the march of the two regiments of ‘Tennessee volunteers to the southern frontier. 
From the contents of Colonel Arbuckle’s and Major Muhlenburg’s letters, copies of which are herewith enclosed, 
— will readily perceive that the former must remain inactive, and that the latter is in a dangerous situation, 
Every information from our southern frontier justifies the decisive measures | have taken, and urges the prumpt 
movement of the volunteers called into service. 1 trust you will view the subject in the same light, and that my 
arrdngements may meet with your entire approbation. 
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The troops now assembled on our southern boundary, reinforced with the Tennessee volunteers called into ser- 
vice, will enable me to inflict speedy and merited chastisement on the deluded Seminoles. I remain here to facili- 
tate every arrangement for the prompt movement of the ‘Tennessee detachment, but will leave this on the 22d inst. 
for Fort Scott, via Fort Hawkins. 

From Colonel Arbuckle’s letter I am advised of the departure of General Gaines from Fort Scott; and the 
newspapers communicate the information of the Georgia contingency being commanded hy a brigadier general. As 
he must consequently be the commanding officer of the forces in the neighborhood of Fort Scott, L have this day 
directed instructions to him by no means to precipitate himself into a general engagement with the Seminoles, but 
at all hazards to relieve, if possible, Major Muhlenburg from his present situanion, and cover his ascent up the 
Appalachicola river. I have further advised him of my movements, and directed that ‘he should remain on the de- 
fensive, collect all the necessary supplies, and have every preparation made for an active campaign as soon as rein- 
forced by the Tennesseeans. ‘* 

General Gaines has been notified of this order. TI have no later advices from him than that of the 2d of Decem- 
ber, informing me of the catastrophe of Lieutenant Scott and party. 

Your letter, enclosing your general order of the 29th ultimo, has been received. Like yourself, [ have no other 
feelings to gratify than those connected with the public good, and it gives me pleasure to find that we coincide in 
those opinions calculated to produce it. Responsibility now rests where it should, on the officer issuing the orders 
and the principle acknowledged is calculated to insure that subordination so-necessary to the harmonious movement 
of every part of the military machine. R 

It would afford me much pleasure to communicate with you on all military points which my experience may 
enable me to elucidate. ; 

With respect, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 

Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Extract of a letter from J. C. Calhoun, Secretary of War, to Major General Andrew Jackson, dated 
January 29, 1818, 


Your letters of the 12th and 13th instant are received. ‘The measures you have taken to bring an efficient force 
into the field are approbated; and a confident hope is entertained that a speedy and successful termination of the 
Indian war will follow your exertions. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Mejor General Andrew Jackson, dated 
Deranrment or War, February 6, 1818. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, and to acqnaint you with the entire 
approbation of the President of all the measures which you have adepted to terminate the rupture with the Indians. 
The honor of our arms, as well as the interest of our country requires, that it should be as speedily terminated as 
practicable; and the confidence reposed in your skill and promptitude assures us that peace will be restored on such 
conditions as will make it honorable and permanent. } 


Extract of a letter from Major General Andrew Jackson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Fort Hawkins, February 10, 1818. 


[ reached this place last evening, when I learned, by sundry communications received from Brevet Major General 
Gaines, that the Georgia militia, under General Glasscock, had all returned home, leaving the frontier in a very ex- 
posed situation. The regular troops at Fort Scott have been out of provisions, but the means adopted by Major 
General Gaines to remedy that evil, induces a strong presumption that they are by this time suppliells which, with 
the stores ordered by me from New Orleans, will, I trust, afford us an ample supply for the campaign. 

The contractor having failed, General Gaines has, by my order, directed the quartermaster to purchase provi- 
sions, in which he has succeeded so far as to procure one thousand one hundred hogs, and a sufficiency of bread 
stuff; this will march the troops to and from the seat of war. 

I am without any official advice as to the preparation and march of the late requisition from the State of Georgia. 


Extract of a letter from General Andrew Jackson to the Secretary of War, dated 
Hartrorp, Georota, February 14, 1818, 


1 arrived at this place on the evening of the 12th, and here met with General Gaines. From a letter received 
from the Governor of Georgia, advising of the movement of the militia from the several counties to the designated 
point of rendezvous, as well as the punctuality with which the troops have assembled here under General Gaines’s 
— has induced a hope that [ shall be enabled to make a prompt and speedy march for the relief of Fort 

cott. 

I enclose you a copy of a letter from Colonel B. G. Orr to Captain Callis, contractor’s agent at Fort Hawkins. 
From the sum with which he states to have furnished his agents in this country, you can judge how far efficient 
means have been adopted to insure the necessary supplies to the troops heretofore in service, as well as those sum- 
moned to the field under the late requisition. ‘The mode of provisioning an army by contract is not adapted to the 
prompt and efficient movement of troops. [It may answer in time of profound peace, where a failure or delay can- 
not produce any serious ill consequences; but where active operations are necessary, and suecess dependent on 
prompt and quick movements, there is no dependence to be placed on the contractor. His views are purely mer- 
cenary; and where the supplies will not insure him a profit, he hesitates not on a failure, never regarding how far it 
may defeat the best devised plans of the commander-in-chief. Experience has confirmed me in this opinion, and 
the recent failure has prompted me again to express it. 

The plan which has been adopted to procure the necessary supplies for the army, to transport them to Fort Scott, 
and the quantity otherwise ordered to that point, will, | hope, relieve me from any embarrassment on that account, 
until a decisive blow has been struck upon the enemy. I ‘have been so frequently embarrassed from the failures of 
contractors, that I cannot but express a hope that some other more efficient and certain mode of supplying our army 
may be adopted: such a plan as will render those charged with the execution of so important a trust responsible to 
military 9 gre and exposed to severe and merited chastisements, whenever defaulters, at the discretion of a 
court martial. 
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Heap-quarrers, Division oF THE SouTH, 


. Fort Earty, February 26, 1818, 
IR: 

In my last from Hartford, Georgia, of the 14th instant, I en a hope that the plans adopted to procure 
supplies for the detachment from Georgia to transport them to Fort Scott, together with the quantity ordered to 
that pent, would relieve me from many embarrassments on that account, until a decisive blow could be struck 
upon the enemy. 

Pthe Gong detachment marched from their encampment, near Hartford, on the 19th instant, and on that night 
General Gaines received a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Arbuckle. commanding at Fort Scott, containing such 
intelligence of his intention to abandon that post, in the event of not receiving supplies in a short given time, as 
induced him (General Gaines) to set out that night, and, if possible, by reaching the place in time to prevent such 
a disastrous movement. 

‘The General has, as he communicated to me, ordered a large supply of provisions to the Creek agency to be 
transported in boats to Fort Scott and this place, which would serve until that ordered from Mobile (by himself} 
should arrive; and under that order did calculate on meeting two boats loaded with flour, on his reaching this 
place, but was deceived, having arrived here on the night of the 20th, which he left on the evening of the 2ist, ina 
smal! boat with twelve men. On the night of the 22d | received, by express, a letter directed to General Gaines, 
and dated the 19th instant, from Captain Melvin of the 4th infantry, who had been charged by General Gaines to 
build the boats at the Agency, and have the provisions transported thence, stating that two boats would be finished. 
in two days which would transport upwards of one hundred barrels of flour each; these I had strongly calculated 
on, but they have not arrived. The excessive rains have rendered the roads so bad that I ordered the troops, on 
their march here, to take their baggage on the wagon horses, and abandon the wagons; this facilitated their march 
to this place, which they reached to-day; and eleven hundred men are now here without a barrel of flour or bushel 
of corn. We have pork on foot; and to-morrow I shall proceed for Fort Scott, and endeavor to procure from the 
Indians a supply of corn ti.at will aid in subsisting the detachment until we reach that place. How those failures 
have happened under the superintendence of regular officers | cannot imagine, but blame must rest somewhere, 
and it shall be stzictly investigated as soon as circumstances will permit. 

The waters are unusually high, and the ground so rotten that it is with much difficulty even pack-horses can 
pass. Every stream we are compelled either to bridge or swim. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


Hon. Jonn C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Heap-quarters, Division or THE Soutu, Forr GapspEn, 


(East bank of the Appalachicola river, formerly Negro Fort, ) 
March 25, 1818. 


Sir: 

At seven o’clock, P. M. on the 9th instant, I reached Fort Scott, with the brigade of Georgia militia nine 
hundred bayonets strong, and some of the friendly Creeks who had joined me on my march a few days before, 
where finding but one quart of corn per man, and a few poor cattle, which. added to the live pork I brought along, 
would give us three days’ rations of meat, determined me at once to use this small — ly to the best advantage. 
Accordingly, having been advised by Col. Gibson, quartermaster general, that he wou Af sail from ;New Orleans 
on the 12th of’ February with supplies, and being also advised that two sloops with provisions were in the bay, and 
an officer had been despatched from Fort Scott in a large keel-boat to bring up a part of their loading, and deeming 
that the preservation of these supplies would be to preserve the army, and enable me to prosecute the campaign. 
[ assumed the command on the morning of the 10th; ordered the live stock slaughtered, and issued to the troops 
with one quart of corn to each man, and the line of march to be taken up at twelve meridian. Having to cross the 
Flint river, which was very high, combined with some neglect in returning the boats during a very dark night, I 
was unable to move from the opposite bank until nine o’clock, on the morning of the Lith, when I took up my line 
of march down the east bank oi the river for this place, touching the river as often as practicable, looking for the 
provision boats which were ascending, and which I was fortunate enough to meet on the 13th, when I ordered an 
extra ration to the troops, they not having received a fall one of meal or flour since their arrival at Fort Early. 

On that day my patroles captured three prisoners, and found some hidden corn. On the morning of the Mth 
1 ordered the boat down the river to this place, whilst I descended by land, and reached here, without interruption, 
on the 16th. The eligibility of this spot as a depot determined nie, and | immediately directed my aid-de-camp, 
Lieutenant Gadsden, of the engineer corps, to furnish a plan for, and superintend the erection of, a fortification. 
His talents and indefatigable zeal, displayed in the execution of this order, induced me to name it Fort Gadsden, 
to which he is justly entitled. On my arrival here | oe despatched the boat to the bay for the balance of 
the provisions known to be there, and to ascertain whether the flotilla, in charge of Colonel Gibson, had reached 
there. and which returned on the 19th with the unpleasing intelligence that nothing had been heard from the flotilla 
from New Orleans, since it was seen passing Fort Bowyer. I immediately put the troops on half rations, and 
pushed the completion of the fort for the protection of the provisions, in the event of their arrival, intending to 
march forthwith to the heart of the enemy, and endeavor to subsist upon him. In the mean time, I despatched. 
Major Fanning, of the corps of artillery, to take another look into the bay, whose return, on the morning of the 23d, 
brought the information tnat Colonel Gibson, with one gunboat and three transports, and others in sight, were in. 
the bay. On the same night I received other information that no more had arrived. I am, therefore, apprehensive 
that some of the smaller vessels have been lost, as one gunboat went to pieces, and another, when last spoken, had 
one foot of water in her hold; all the vessels had been spoken after a gale that dispersed them. A north and north- 
west wind has prevailed for six days, but has fortunately changed this morning. I am now awaiting a boat from 
the bay (which is expected to-day) to complete eight days’ rations for my troops, upon which I mean to march. 
From information received from | deat and New Orleans [ have no doubt but that St. Marks is in possession 
of the Indians. The Governor of Pensacola informed Captain Call, of the Ist infantry, (now here,) that the Indians 
had demanded arms, ammunition, and provisions, or the possession of the garrison of St. Marks of the commandant 
and that he presumed possession tooo * | be given from inability to defend it. "The Spanish Government is bound 
by treaty to keep her Indians at peace with us. ‘They have acknowledged their incompetency to do this, and are 
consequently bound, by the law of nations, to yield us all facilities to reduce them. Under this consideration, 
should I be able, I shall take possession of the garrison as a depot for my supplies, should it be found in the hands 
of the Spaniards, they having supplied the Indians; but if in the hands of the enemy I will possess it, for the benefit 
of the United States, as a necessary position for me to hold, to give peace and security to this frontier, and put a 
final end to Indian wartare in the South. 

Finding it very difficult to supply Fort Crawford on the Canecub by land I have ordered the supplies for that 
garrison by water, and written to the Governor of Pensacola that, if he interrupts them during the present Indian 
war, | shall view it as aiding our enemy, and treat it as an act of hostility; and stated to him the prupriety, under 
existing circumstances, of his affording all facilities to put down their own as well as our enemies, and that our 


See ae negotiating, can take the subject under consideration, but, in the mean time, our provisions 


must pass to Fort Crawford by water without interruption. 


In mine of the 14th February, from Hartford, I informed you of the means adopted to procure my ooy: and in 


my last of the 26th, from Fort 
refer you. I have only to add that 


Early, I informed you of their situation. To those communications | beg leave to 
left Fort Early for Fort Scott, and subsisted my troops on ground peas, corn, 











1818. ] DEFEAT OF THE SEMINOLE INDIANS, &. 699 





and pork, that I could occasionaily procure from the Indians, with some pork I had on foot, the whole subsistence 
for man and horse not costing five hundred dollars. Of all the supplies purchased for the relief of Fort Scott, and 
the support of the Georgia militia, not one pound was received until I passed Fort Scott. I said in my last that 
blame rested somewhere. ‘The cause of those failures will, in due time, be a subject of investigation, and Colonel 
Brearly has been arrested on the application of General Gaines. 

By some strange fatality, unaccountable to me, the ‘Tennessee volunteers have not yet joined me; the promptly 
left their homes, arid through the inclement weather reached Fort Mitchell, where i had ordered them supplies, 
and where Colonel Hayne, who led them, met my instructions to pass by Fort Gaines, where he would get ‘a supply 
of corn that would enable him to reach Fort Scott; but the idea of starvation had stalked abroad, a panic appears 
to have spread itself every where, and he was told that they were starving at Fort Gaines and Fort. Scott, and he 
was induced to pass into Georgia for supplies. His men and officers, as reported to me, were willing to risk the 
worst of consequences on what they had to join me; however, they hiave been marched from their supplies toa 
country stripped of them, when every consideration should have induced his advisers to have urged him on to secure 
the supplies in the bay, and preserve themselves and Fort Scott from starvation. I have a hope they will join me 
before I reach St. Marks, or the Mekasuky towns; this would be desirable, as the troops ordered from New Orleans, 
to protect the supplies, have not reached the bay, and leaving garrisons at Forts Scott and Gadsden weakens my 
force much; the whole effective strength of the regulars being but three hundred and sixty privates. 

In mine of the 26th ult., from Fort Early, I stated that despatches received by General Gaines on the 19th 
instant, from the commanding officer at Fort Scott, induced him to set out that night for Fort Scott to prevent its 
abandonment, &c. In his passage down the Flint he was shipwrecked, by which he lost his assistant adjutant 
general, Major C. Wright, and two soldiers, (drowned. ) The general reached me six days after, nearly exhausted 
by hunger and cold, having lost his baggage and clothing, and being compelled to wander in the woods four and a 
half days without any thing to subsist on, or any clothing except a pair of pantaloons, I am happy to have it in my 
power to say that he is now with me, at the head of his brigade, in good health. / : 

The great scarcity of subaltern officers, in the 4th and 7th regiments of infeotry, has induced me to appoint 
several young men, present, as second lieutenants in the regiments, who, from personal knowledge, and good recom- 
mendations, I have no doubt, will prove themselves worthy, and, I trust, will meet with, the approbation of the 
President. A list of their names, aud the regiments to which they are attached, will be furnished the adjutant and 


inspector general, by my adjutant general. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


P. S. Since writing the above I have the pleasure to inform you that the boat from the bay has arrived with 
provisions; also Colonel Gibson and Captain McKeever of the navy. I shall move to-morrow, having made the 
necessary arrangements with Captain McKeever for his co-operation in transporting my supplies around to the 
bay of St. Marks, from which place I shall do myself the honor of communicating with you. Should our enemy 
attempt to escape with his supplies and booty to the small islands, and from thence carry on a predatory warfare, 
the assistance of the navy will prevent his escape. 

General McIntosh, commanding the friendly Creeks, who had been ordered to reconnoitre the right bank of the 
Appalachicola, reported to me on the 19th that he had captured, without the fire of a gun, one hundred and eighty 
women and children and fifty-three warriors of the Red Ground chief’s party, with their cattle and supplies; the 
chief and thirty warriors making their escape or horseback. Ten of the warriors, attempting to escape after they 
had surrendered, were killed by the general. ; 

A. J. 


The Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Coosaba, NEAR Fort Jackson, March 27, 1818. 
SiR: 

Having arranged the affairs of the territory, as far as was practicable, I left St. Stephens, the 14th instant, 
with the intention of proceeding to Georgia for my family. At the town of Claiborne, the next day, intelligence 
reached me that, on the night of the 13th, a party of Indians had attacked a house on the Federal rvad, about sixty- 
five miles distant from that place, and murdered eight persons. I immediately ordered a detachment of mounted 
militia into service, and proceeded with them to the place. At the same time, apprehending the murderers might 
attempt to escape to Florida, the asylum for our enemies, I transmitted a communication, by express, to the com- 
manding officer at Fort Crawford, notifying him of my arrangements, and desiring a force to be sent from the fort, 
in two detachments, along certain routes, to the place of rendezvous. ‘The express was also instructed to overtake 
me. I accordingly received information from Major Young, that my request had been executed. ‘The detachments 
were marched with a promptitude honorable to the major; and, | trust, they will be enabled, with the aid of the mi- 
litia, to arrest the progress of the hostile party. 

Understanding that the inhabitants, in this quarter, considered themselves in much danger, I issued the necessary 
orders for the disposition of the troops, and proceeded hither. [ have since been correctly informed, that the morn- 
ing I left the place of rendezvous, five men, riding on the road in that neighborhood, were fired on by the Indians; 
three killed and one wounded; in this state of things it is indispensable to the safety of the country, that troops 
should be stationed at several points; and I have taken measures, as far as I can, for that object. I have also issued an 
order, that all Indians who are hunting in our woods depart forthwith to their nation. It has become necessary to 
their safety, and to the repose of the inhabitants. We cannot distinguish the hostile from the friendly party; and 
such is the state of alarm, that the sight of an Indian creates among the women and children the most frightful ap- 
prehensions. I have sent a letter to the Big warrior, requesting him to call his people home, and assuring him’ that 
my order is dictated by the most friendly motives. 

Is it not probable, that when the Seminoles are pressed by General Jackson, in the neighborhood of Appalachicola, 
they will retreat to our frontiers, and take revenge on our defenceless inhabitants? I look for it; and am without the 
means of resistance. There are not more than one hundred regulars at Fort Crawford; and two-thirds of the militia 
of the territory are not yet organized. Nor can I organize them, and appoint the officers, until the country is laid 
off into proper beats. So soon as the Legislature arranged the counties, | issued the necessary instructions on that 
subject; but owing to high waters, and the want of bridges, it is impossible to have them executed at present. 
There is not, moreover, nor has there been, one dollar in our treasury. You will readily perceive my embarrass- 
ments, and I earnestly entreat you to place funds at my disposal for the protection of the people; and, if practicable, 
to order a much larger number of regular troops to our frontiers. 

I shall make this my head-quarters for some weeks. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
WM. W. BIBB. 

Hon. Joun C. Catuoun, Secretary of War. 


—- 


Heap-quarrers, Division of THE Sourn, Camp, NEAR St. Marks, 4pril 8, 1818. 


Sir: 
I wrote you from Fort Gadsden, communicating the embarrassments under which I had labored, previous 
to my arrival at that post, and my determination, being then in a situation to commence active operations, to pene- 
trate immediately into the centre of the Seminole towns. My army marched on the 26th ultimo; and, on the Ist of 
April, was reinforced by the friendly Creek warriors, under General McIntosh, and a detachment of Tennessee 
volunteers, commanded by Colonel Elliott. On the same day, a mile and a half in advance of the Mekasukean vil- 
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lages, a small party of. hostile Indians were discovered judiciously located on a point of land projecting into an 
extensive marshy pond; the position designated, as since understood, for the concentrating of the negro and indian 
forces to give us battle. They sustained, for a short period, a spirited attack from my advanced spy companies: but 
fled and dispersed in every direction, upon coming in contact with my flank columns, and discovering a movement 
tv encircle them. ‘The pursuit was continued through the Mekasukian towns, until night compelled me to encamp 
my army. The next day detachments were sent out, in every direction, to reconnoitre the country, secure all sup- 

lies fuand, and reduce to ashes the villages. The duty was executed to my satisfactions nearly three hundred 

uses were consumed, and the greatest abundance of corn, cattle, &c., brought in. Every indication of a hostile 
spirit was fuund in the habitations of their chiefs. In the council houses of Kenhagees town, the King of the Me- 
kasukians, more than fifty fresh scalps were found; and, in the centre of the public square, the old Red Stick’s 
stancard, a red pole, was erected, crowned with the scalps, recognized by the hair, as torn from the heads of the 
unfortunate companions of Scott. As t had reason to believe that a portion of the hestile Indians had fled to St. 
Marks, [ directed my march towards that fortress. As advised, J found that the Indians and negroes combined had 
demanied a surrender of that works the Spanish garrison was too weak to defend it, and there were circumstances 
reported producing a strong conviction in my mind, that, if not instigated by the Spanish authorities, the Indians 
had received the means of carrying on the war froin that quarters foreign agents, who have been long practising 
their intrigues and villanies in this country, had free access into the fort; St. Marks-was necessary, as a depot, to 
ensure success to my operations. These considerations determined me to occupy it with an American force. An 
inventory of Spani-h property, munitions of war, &c,, has been taken and receipted for; personal rights and private 
property have been respected; and the commandant and garrison furnished with transportation to Pensacola. My 
correspondence with the Spanish commandants, the evidences under which [ acted, and a detailed account of my 
Operations, will be furnished you as early as practicable. Success depen Is upon the rapidity of my movements; to- 
morrow | shall march for the Suwaney river, the destroying of the establishments on which will, in my opinion, put 
a final close to this savage war. 

oo ag: McKeever of the navy, cruising at my request on this coast, has been fortunate enough to secure Francis, 
or Hillis Hage, the great prophet, and Hernattlem:d. an old Red Stick chief. ‘They visited his vessel under an 
impression they were English; from whom, as they stated, supplies of munitions of war, &c.. under late promises, 
were expected. Arbuthnot, a Scotchman, and suspected as an instigator of this savage war, was found in St. Marks; 
he is in confinement, until evidences of his guilt can be collected. 

Ll am your most obedient servant, 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


Camp, 14 mies rrom St. Marks, oN Marcu To Suwanry, 4pril 9, 1818. 


From evidences furnished me by a Mr. Hambly, there is little room to doubt but that one of the chiefs, found 
slain on the field, in advance of the Mekasukian villages, was Kenhagee. Francis, or Hillis Hago, and Hornattle- 
mie, the prime instigators of this war, have been hung. The latter commanded the party who so inhumanly sacri- 
ficed Scott and his companions. Colonel Dyer, with the remainder of the ‘Tennessee volunteers, is in the neighbor- 
hood, and will unite with me to-morrow. 


Ar Manacks, Jpril 15, 1818. 


Dear Sir: 
Since I last wrote to you I have received intelligence which makes it necessary for me to return to St. 


Stephens. [ learn that the Indians who committed the late murders in this neighborhood were seen a few days since 
at Pensacola. My situation is extremely unpleasant. Lam without finds for the protection of the territory, and 
totally ignorant of the views of the Government with respect fo Florida. A friendly and intelligent Indian has 
informed me that the hostile party, by whom we have been annoyed, are two miles south of the Florida line, ona 
creek called Yellow Water, from whence they make incursions upon us. And yet I have received no intimation 
from the Executive of the United States which authorizes me to send troops into the Spanish territory. What 
orders have been issued to General Jackson on that subject | know not: nor indeed am I acquainted in any degree 
with the arrangements on the part of the United States for prosecuting the present war. 

I should be glad to ascertain the views of the Government. We have no mails at present, and I send this letter 
to Georgia by travellers whom I have met this evening on my route to St. Stephens. 

WILLIAM. W. BIBB. 


Hon. Joun C. Catuoun, Secretary of War. 


Heav-quarters, Division oF THE Soutn, 

P Bow.ec’s Town, Suwaney river, pril 20, 1818. 

IR: 
My last communication, dated Camp, before St. Marks, April 8, and those to which it referred, advised you 
of my movements and operations up to that date; and,as [ then advised you, I marched from that place on the 
morning of the 9th. On the evening of the 10th L was joined by the rear of the Tennessee volunteers, also by the 
Indians, under General McIntosh, whom I had left at Mickasuky to scour the country around that place. Although 
the weather has been dry and pleasant, and the waters had subsided in a great degree, our march might be said to 
have been through water, which kept the infantry wet to the middle, and the depth of the swamps, added to the 
want of forage, occasioned the horses to give out daily in great numbers. ; 

On the morning of the 12th, near Econfinnah, or Natural Bridge, a party of Indians were discovered on the 
margin of a swamp, and attacked by General McIntosh, and about fifty Tennessee volunteers, who routed them, 
killing thirty-seven warriors, and capturing six men and ninety-seven women and children; also recapturing a white 
woman who had been taken at the massacre of Scott. The friendly Indians also took some horses, and about five 
hundred head of caitle from the enemy, who proved to be McQueen’s party. Upon the application of an old woman 
of the prisoners, I agreed that if McQueen was tied and carried to the commandant of St. Marks, her people should 
be received in peace, carried to the upper tribes of the Creek nation, and there provisioned until they could raise 
their own crops. She appeared much pleased with these terms, and I set her at liberty, with written instructions 
to the commandant of St. Marks to that effect. Having received no further intelligence from McQueen, I am 
induced to believe the old woman has complied with her part of the obligation. ; 

From St. Marks I marched with eight days’ rations, those that joined me having but five: this was done under 
the expectation of reaching this place in that time, founded on the report of my faithful Indian guide, which I should 
have accomplished but for the poverty of my herses, and the continued sheets of water through which we had to 
pass, On the morning of the 15th, my scouts overtook a small party of Indians, killing one man, and capturing the 
residue, consisting of one man, and one woman, and two childrens and on that evening | encamped, as my guide 
supposed, within twelve miles of Suwaney. I marched very early on the 16th, under the hope of being able to 
encompass and attack the Indian and negro towns by one o’cleck, P. M., but, much to my regret, at three o’clock, 
and after marching,sixteen miles, we reached a remarkable pond, which my guide recollected, and reported to be 
distant six miles from the object of my march: here [ should have halted for the night, had not six mounted Indians, 
(supposed to be spies,) who were discovered, have effected their escape; this determined me to attempt, by a forced 
movement, to prevent the vemoval of their effects, and, if possible, themselves, fyom crossing the river; for my 
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rations being out, it was all important to secure their supplies for the subsistence of my troops. Accordingly my 
lines of attack were instantly formed and put in motions and, about sunset, my left flank column, composed of the 
2d regiment of Tennessee volunteers, commanded by Colonel Williamson, and a part of the friendly Indians under 
Colonel Kanard, having approached the left flank of the centre town and commenced their attack. caused me to 
quicken the pace of the centre, composed of the regulars, Georgia militia, and my volunteer Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee guards, in order to press the enemy in his centre, whilst the right colamn, composed of the Ist regiment of 
‘Tennessee volunteers, under Colonel Dyer, and a part of the friendly Indians, headed by General McIntosh, who 
had preceded me, were endeavoring to turn his left and cut off his retreat to the river. ‘They, however, having 
been previously informed of our force, by a precipitate retreat, soon crossed the river, where it is believed Colonel 
Kanard, with his Indians, did him considerable injury. Nine negroes and two Indians were found dead, and two 
negro men made prisoners. On the 17th, foraging parties were sent out, who found a considerable quantity of corn 
and some cattle. On the 18th, having obtained some small craft, 1. ordered General Gaines across the river with a 
strong detachment, and two days’ provision, to pursue the enemy; the precipitancy of their flight was soon dis- 
covered by the great quantity of goods, corn, &c. strewed through the swamps, and convinced General Gaines that 
pursuit was in vain; nine Indians and five negro prisoners were taken by our Indians. The evidence of the haste 
with which the enemy had fled induced the General to confine his reconnaissance tu search for cattle and horses; 
both of which were much wanted by the army. About thirty head of cattle were procured, but, from the reports 
accompanying General Gaines’s, which, in due time, will be forwarded to you, and the disobedience of his orders by 
the Indians, not one pound was brought into camp. 

As soon as time will permit, [ shatl forward you a detailed account of the various little affairs with the enemy, 
accompanied with reports of the commanding officers of detachments: suffice it for the present to add that every 
officer and soldier es my command, when danger appeared, showed a steady firmness, which convinced me that, 
in the event of a stubborn conflict, they would have realized the best hopes of their country and General. 

I believe I may say that the destruction of this place. with the possession of St. Marks, having on the night of 
the 18th captured the late Lieutenant Ambrister, of the British marine corps, and, as represented by Arbuthnot, 
successor to Woodbine, will end the [ndian war for the present: and should it be renewed, the position taken, 
which ought to be held, will enable a small party to put it down promptly. 

I shall order, or take myelf, a reconnaissance west of the Appalachicola, at Pensacola point, where, I am informed, 
there are a few Red Sticks assembled, who are fed and supplied by the Governor of Pensacola. My health being 
impaired, as soon as this duty is performed, the positions taken, well garrisoned, and security given to the southern 
frontier, (if the Government have not active employ for me,) 1 shall return to Nashville to regain my health. The 
health of the troops is much impaired, and I have ordered the Georgia troops to Hartford to be mustered, paid, and 
discharged, the General having communicated his wishes, and that of his troops, to be ordered directly there, and 
reporting that they have plenty of corn and beef to subsist them to that point. I have written to the Governor of 
Georgia to obtain from the State the necessary funds to pay General Glasscock’s brigade when discharged, and that 
the Government will promptly refund it. I am compelled to this mode to have them promptly paid, Mr. Hogan, the 
mapeeeey of the 7th infantry, (for whom I received from Mr. Brent an enclosure said to contain fifty thousand dol- 
ars,) not having reached me. 

From the information received from Ambrister, and a Mr. Cook, who was captured with him, that A. Arbuth- 
not’s schooner was at the mouth of this river preparing to sail for the bay of ‘Tamper, my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant 
Gadsden, volunteered his services with a small detachment to descend the river and capture her. The importance 
of this vessel to transport my sick to St. Marks, as well as to destroy the means used by the enemy, induced me 
to grant his request. He sailed yesterday, and I expected to have heard from him this morning. I only await his 
report to take up the line of march on my return to St. Marks. The Georgia brigade, by whom I send this, being 
about to march, compels me to close it without the report of Lieutenant Gadsden. 


I have, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 
The Honorable Joun C. Catuoun, Secretary of War. 


Heav-quarrers, Division oF THE Soutu, 
, Fort St. Manks, pril 20, 1818. 
Str: 

I wrote you from Bowlegstown on the 20th instant. On the night of the same day, I received the expected 
despatch from my aid -de-camp, Lieutenant Gadsden, communicating the success of his expedition, and on the next 
day, as soon as the sick of my army were despatched down the Suwaney river, to be conveyed in the captured 
schooner to St. Marks, I took up the line of march for that fort. 1 arrived at this place last evening, performing a 
march of one hundred and seven miles in less than five days. Lieutenant Gadsden had reached it afew hours before 
me. He communicates having found among the papers of Arbuthnot, Ambrister, and Cook, letters, memorials, &c. 
all pointing out the instigators of this savage war, and, in some measure, involving the British Government in the 
agency. ‘These will be forwarded you in a detailed report I purpose communicating to you as early as practicable. 

‘The old woman spoken of in my last communication to you, who had promised to use her infiuence in having 
aay om captured and delivered up, has not been heard of. From signs discovered on the opposite shore of the 
St.Marks river, I am induced to believe that that Indian party is stil] in this neighborhood. A detachment will be 
sent out to reconnoitre the country, to receive them as friends, if disposed to surrender, or inflict merited chastise- 
ment, if still hostile. 

I shall leave this in two or three days for Fort Gadsden, and after making all necessary arrangements for the 
security of the positions occupied, and detaching a force to scour the country west of the Appalachicola, I shall pro- 
ceed direct for Nashville. My presence in this country can be no longer necessary. The Indian forces have been 
divided and scattered, and cut off from all communication with those unprincipled agents of foreign nations who 
have deluded them to their ruin; they have not the power, if the will remain, of again annoying our frontier. 


I remain, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 
Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Heap-quarters, Division oF THE Sout, 
Forr Gapspen, May 5, 1818. 


Str: 
I returned to this post with my army on the evening of the 2d instant, and embrace an early opportunity of 
furnishing you a detailed report of my operations to the east of the Appalachicola river. 

In the several communications addressed to you from Hartford, Fort Scott, and this place, I have stated the con- 
dition of the army, on my assuming the immediate command. The embarrassments occasioned from the want of 
provisions; the privations of my troops on their march from the frontiers of Georgia; and the circumstances which 
compelled me to move directly down the Appalachicola river, to meet with and protect the expected supplies from 
Orleans; these were received on the 25th March, and on the next day I was prepared for active operations. For a 
detailed account of my movements from that period to this day, you are respectfully referred to the report prepared 
by my adjutant general, accompanied with Captain Hugh Young’s topographical sketch of the route and distance 
performed. ‘This has been principally a war of movements; the enemy, cut off from their strong holds, or deceived 
in the promised foreign aid, have uniformly avoided a general engagement. Their resistance has generally been 
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feeble, and, in the partial rencounters into which they seem to have been involuntarily forced, the regulars, volun- 
teers, and militia under my command realized my expectations; every privation, fatigue, and exposure, was encoun- 
tered with the spirit of soldiers, and danger was met with a degree of fortitude calculated to strengthen the confi- 
dence | had reposed in them, ; ; 

On the commencement of my operations, I was strongly impressed with the belief that this Indian war had been 
excited by some unprincipled foreign or private agents. ‘The outlaws of the old Red Stick party had been severely 
convinced, and the Seminoles were too werk in numbers to believe that they could possibly alone maintain a war 
with even partial success against the United States. Firmly convinced, theretore, that succor had been promised 
from some quarter, or that they had been deluded into a belief that America dare not violate the neutrality of Spain 
by penetrating to their towns, [ early determined to ascertain these facts, and so direct my movements as te unde- 
ceive the Indians. After the destruction of the Mekasukean villages, | marched direct for St. Marks. The cor- 
respondence between myself and the Spanish commandant, in which [demanded the occupancy of that fortress with 
an American garrison, accompanies this. [It had been reported to me, direct from the Governor of Pensacola, that 
the Indians and negroes unfriendly to the United States had demanded of the commandant of St. Marks a supply 
of ammunition, munitions of war, &c. threatening, in the event of a non-compliance, to take possession of the fort. 
The Spanish commandant acknowledged the defenceless state of his fortress, and his inability to defend it, and the 
Governor of Pensacola expressed similar apprehensions. ‘The Spanish agents throughout the Floridas had uniformly 
disavowed having any connexion with the Indians, and acknowledged the obligations of His Catholic Majesty, under 
existing treaties, to restrain their outrages against the citizens of the United States. 

indeed, they declared that the Seminole Indians were viewed as alike hostile to the Spanish Government, and 
that the will remained, though the power was wanting, to inflict merited chastisement on this lawless tribe. It was, 
therefore, to be supposed that the American army, impelled by the immutable laws of self-defence, to penetrate the 
territories of His Catholic Majesty, to fight his battles, and even to relieve from a cruel bondage some of his own 
subjects, would have been received as allies, hailed as deliverers, and every facility afforded to them to terminate 
speedily and successiully this savage war. Fort St. Marks could not be maintained by the Spanish force garrison- 
ing it. ‘The Indians and negroes viewed it as an asylum if driven from their towns, and were preparing to occupy 
it in this event. It was necessary to anticipate their movements, independent of the position being deemed essential 
as adepot, on which the success of my future operations measurably depended. In the spirit of friendship, therefore, 
1 demanded its surrender to the army of the United States, until the close of the Seminole war. ‘The Spanish com- 
mandant required time to reflect; it was granted, and a negotiation ensued, and an effort made to protract it to an 
unwarrantable length. In the conversations between ny aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Gadsden, and the Spanish com- 
mandant, circumstances transpired convicting him of a disposition to favor the Indians, and of having taken an active 
part in aiding and abetting them in this war. I hesitated, therefore, no longer, and as I could not be received in 
friendship, L entered the fort by violence. ‘T'wo light companies of the 7th regiment infantry, and one of the 4th, 
under the command of Major ‘I'wiggs, was ordered to advance, lower the Spanish colors, and hoist the star-spangled 
banner on the ramparts of Fort St. Marks. The order was executed promptly, and no resistance attempted on the 
part of the Spanish garrison. ; een : ee ' 

The duplicity of the Spanish commandant in professing friendship towards the United States, while he was actu- 
ally aiding and supplying her savage enemies, throwing open the gates of his garrison to their free access, appropria- 
ting the King’s stores to their use, issuing ammunition aud munitions ef war to them, and Knowingly purchasing of 
them property plundered from the citizens of the United States, is clearly evinced by the documents accompanying 
my correspondence. . 

In Fort St. Marks, as an inmate in the family of the Spanish commandant, an Englishman by the name of Arbuth- 
not was found, unable satisfactorily to explain the objects of his visiting this country, and there being a combination 
of circumstances to justify a suspicion that his views were not honest he was ordered in close confinement. The 
capture of his schooner near the mouth of Suwaney river by my aid-de camp, Lieutenant Gadsden, and the papers 
found on board, unveiled his corrupt transactions, as well as those of Captain Ambrister, late of the British colonial 


‘anarine corps, taken as a prisoner near Bowlegs town. ‘These individuals were tried under my orders by a special court 


of select officers, legally convicted as exciters of this savage and negro war, legally condemned, and most justly pan- 
ished for their iniquities. ‘The proceedings of the court martial in this case, with the volume of testimony justifying 
their condemnation, present scenes of wickedness, corruption, and barbarity, at which the heart sickens, and which in 
this enlightened age, it ought not scarcely to be believed that a christian nation would have participated; and yet the 
British Government is involved in the agency. If Arbuthnot and Ambrister are not convicted as the authorized agents 
of Great Britain, there is no room to doubt but that that Government had a knowledge of their assumed character, 
and was well advised of the measures which they had adopted to excite the negroes and Indians in East Florida to 
war against the United States. [ hope the execution of these two unprincipled villains will prove an awful example 
to the world, and convince the Government of Great Britain, as well as her subjects, that certain, though slow retri- 
bution awaits those unchristian wretches who, by false promises, delude and excite an Indian tribe to all the horrid 
deeds of savage war. rien 

Previous to my leaving Fort Gadsden, [ had occasion to address a communication to the Governor of Pensacola, 
on the subject of permitting supplies to pass up the Escambia river to Fort Crawford. This letter, with another 
from St. Marks on the subject of some United States clothing, shipped ina vessel in the employ of the Spanish 
Government, to that port, L now enclose, with his reply. The Governor of Pensacola’s refusal of my demand can- 
not but be viewed as evincing an hostile feeling on_ his part, particularly in connexion with some circumstances re- 
ported to me from the most unquestionable authority. It has been stated that the Indians at war with the United 
States have free access into Pensacola; that they wre kept advised, from that quarter, of all our movements; that they 
are supplied from thence with ammunition and munitions of war; and that they are now collecting in a large body, to 
the amount of four or five hundred warriors, in that city; that inroads from thence have been Tately made on the 
Alabama; in one of which, eighteen settlers fell by the tomahawk. ‘These statements compel me to make a move- 
ment to the west of the Appalachicola, and should they prove correct, Pensacola must be occupied with an Ameri- 
can force, the Governor treated according to his deserts, or as policy may dictate. I shall leave strong garrisons in 
Forts St. Marks, Gadsden, and Scott, and in Pensacola, should it become necessary to possess it. It becomes my 
duty to state it as my confirmed opinion, that, so long as Spain has not the power or will to enforce the treaties by 
whieh she is solemnly bound to preserve the Indians within her territory at peace with the United States, no secu- 
rity can be given to our southern frontier, without occupying a cordon of posts along the sea-shore. The moment 
the American army vetires from Florida, the war hatchet will be again raised, and the same scenes of indiscriminate 
massacre with which our frontier settlers have been visited will be repeated. So long as the Indians within the ter- 
ritory of Spain are exposed to the delusions of false prophets, and poison of foreign intrigue; so long as they can re- 
ceive ammunition, munitions of war, &c. from pretended traders, and Spanish commandants, it will be impossible 
to restrain their outrages; the burning of towns, the destroying of their stock and provisions, will produce but tem- 
porary embarrassments. Re-supplied by Spanish authorities, they may concentrate and disperse at will, and keep 
up a lasting predatory warfare against the frontiers of the United States, as expensive toour Government as harass- 
ing to our troops. The savages, therefore, must be made dependent on us, and cannot be kept at peace without being 
persuaded of the certainty of chastisement being inflicted on the commission of the first offence. 

I trust, therefore, that the measures which have been pursued will meet with the approbation of the President 
of the United States. ‘They have been adopted in pursuance of your instructions, and under a firm conviction that 
they alone were calculated to ensure ** peace and security to the southern frontier of Georgia.” 

‘The army will move on the 7th from hence, crossing the Appalachicola river at the Ochesee bluff, about forty 


miles above this. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


The Hon. J. C. Catuoun, Secretary of War. 
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Heap-quarters, Division or THE Sourn, Apsutant GENERAL’s OFrice, 
Forr Gapspen, AppaLacnicota River, May 3, 1818. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to report that the army under the immediate command of Major General Andrew Jackson 
took up the line of march on the 26th day of March last, with eight days’ rations, and lay in advance of this post 
about six miles on the 29th, at Okolokne river, when nineteen canoes were made, and the principal part of 
the army crossed by eight o’clock, P. M., the residue next morning; when.the march was again resumed at 
eleven o’clock, A. M. On this evening Brevet Major Twiggs of the 7th infantry was detached with one com- 

ny and about two hundred warriors, with orders to advance on an Indian village called Tallahassie, and surprise 
it at day-break. On his near approach, he despatched a party to ascertain its situation, who reported it evacuated 
some days before. On the morning,of the 31st he entered the village, having previously sent out parties to recon- 
noitre. ‘I'wo of the enemy were made prisoners, one of whom made his escape from the Indians before he was 
brought into camp. ‘The army passed the village about twelve o’clock, and encamped near Mickasuky, when intel- 
ligence was received of the approach of a detachment of mounted volunteers from ‘Tennessee, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Elliott, near four hundred strong. On the morning of the Ist of April the army formed and 
halted until their arrival, when they were ordered to form the advance of each flank, with Captains Russell and 
Evans’s companies, as spies, with Captain John Gordon. ‘The army now advanced within a mile and a half of King- 
hajah’s town, when a number of Indians were discovered herding cattle on the margin of a large pond. ‘The general 
ordered the right and left columns to advance, with a view of cutting off their retreat, and at the same time instructed 
the advance light company, under Major Muhlenburg, the guard, under Major Nicks, together with the small com- 
panies composing his life guard, under Captains Dunlap and Crittenden, to advance in support of the spies, in the 
event of a general engagement. ‘The spy companies commenced the attack, and a brisk running fire was kept up 
on both sides for some minutes, when the enemy divided, the spy companies pursuing those on the right; and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Elliott having turned their flank, became generally engaged, and bore them over to the left column. 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Mitchell, within half gunshot of each other, when they were assailed by 
both flanks, and would all have fallen, had not the volunteers taken up the impression, from the similarity of dress, 
that some of the friendly warriors had reached in pursuit of the enemy, which occasioned the firing to cease for a 
short time, when a number made good their retreat into the swamp. Captain Crittenden’s company, being on horse- 
back, was unable to reach the head of Lieutenant Colonel Elliott’s column, when they dismounted, and operated 
against the enemy. Major Muhlenburg’s company, the advance guard, and Captain Dunlap’s company, being on 
foot, were not able to reach the scene of action in time. The right column of Georgia militia, on nearing the pond, 
filed round it; and Colonel King, with his regiment, was ordered to.advance through it, to support the column of 
horse, should it be found necessary; which was executed by the colonel with great promptness. The conduct of 
the officers and soldiers engaged on this occasion was, in every respect, praiseworthy; our loss, one man of Captain 
Andrews’s company killed, and four of Captain Evans’s company of Tennessee volunteers wounded. ‘The reports give 
fourteen killed and several wounded of the enemy, and four women prisoners, from whom we learned that three hun- 
dred warriors had advanced from the town to aid those engaged, and, on seeing the advance of an army, fled pre- 
cipitately. ‘The army now advanced upon the town, which was found deserted by the enemy; and, on reaching the 
square, discovered a red pole planted at the council-house, on which were suspended about fifty fresh scalps, taken . 
from the heads of extreme age down to the tender infant of both sexes, and, in an adjacent house, near three hun- 
dred men, which bore the appearance of having been the barbarous trophies of settled hostility for three or four years 

st. 

The army continued the pursuit to a large pond of water, which is eight miles in length, varying in width from 
six hundred to four thousand yards, and from two to five feet deep, through which the army saa when the ap- 
proach of night induced the commanding general to draw off his troops. On the succeeding morning, Brevet Major 
ueneral E. P. Gaines, with a large command, was ordered to pass the lake or pond, and attack the other towns, but 
which he found abandoned by the enemy. ‘The red pole was again found planted in the square of Fowltown, bar- 
barously decorated with human scalps of both sexes, taken within the last six months from the heads of our unfor- 
tunate citizens. General McIntosh, who was with General Gaines, routed a small party of savages near Fowltown, 
killed one negro, and took three prisoners, on one of whom was found the coat of James Champion, of Captain Cum- 
mings’s company, (4th regiment of infantry,) who was killed by the Indians on board of one of our boats deacend- 
ing the river to the relief of Major Muhlenburg. ‘This coat, with nearly all Captain Cummings’s company’s cloth- 
ing, was lost on board of Lieutenant Scott’s bout, when he and his party were massacred, on the 30th of November 
last. The pocket-book of Mr. Thomas Leigh, who was murdered at Cedar creek on the 21st of January last, was 
found in Kinghajah’s town, containing several letters addressed to the deceased, and one to General Glasscock. 
About one thousand head of cattle fell into our hands, many of which were recognised by the Georgia militia as the 
brands and marks of their citizens. Near three thousand bushels of corn were found, with other articles useful to 
the army. Upwards of three hundred houses were consumed, leaving a-tract of fertile country in ruin, where 
these wretches might have lived in plenty, but for the infernal machinations of foreign traders, if not agents. The 
army remained at this point until the morning of the 5th, when the march was resumed for St. Marks, before which 
it arrived on the evening of the 6th, and, after communicating with the commanding officer, took possession of that 
fortress on the following morning. Captain Mc Keever, of the navy, having sailed for St. Marks with some vessels 
containing supplies for the army, was fortunate enough to entice on board his vessel, in the river, Francis, or Hillis- 
hajo, and Homathlamicco, hostile chiefs of the Creek nation, and whose settled hostility has been severely felt by 
our citizens. The commanding general had them brought on shore, and ordered them to be hung, as an example to deter 
others from exciting these deluded wretches to future scenes of butchery. A man of the name of A. Arbuthnot was 
also taken on the arrival of the army, and placed in close confinement. 

‘The troops having again received eight days’ rations, and a garrison detached for Fort St. Marks, the army 
matched on the 9th of April, destined for Suwany. On the morning of the 12th, the officer of the day reported that 
the sentinels had heard the lowing of cattle and barking of dogs during the night: from which the general was induced 
to send a runner to General Mcintosh, who was encamped a short distance in rear of the army, with instructions to 
have the country below examined. In the mean time, the army moved slowly in advance. General McIntosh de- 
spatched Major Kanard with a party, who returned to him a runner reporting the discovery of a hostile party too 
strong for his little band of warriors. McIntosh moved against them with his whole force. A small detachment of 
different companies of the Tennessee volunteers, under Colonels Dyer and Williamson, (they having joined ‘the 
army on the evening of the 10th,) were left at our encampment to search for horses, and, on hearing the report of 
Major Kanard, formed themselves into a company under Captain Bell, who was with them, and moved to attack the 
enemy, whom they found near a large swamp endeavoring to move off. A spirited engagement ensued, which re- 
sulted in the death of thirty-seven, and six men and ninety-eight women and children prisoners; and our loss three 
killed and four wounded of the friendly Indians. ‘The only woman out of seven whose life was spared at the mas- 
sacre of Lieutenant Scott was here recaptured by Major Kanard. General McIntosh individually killed three of 
the enemy and captured one. ‘The little band of ‘Tennessee volunteers acted on this occasion as becomes their cha- 
racter. At the commencement of the action the army was halted, and a runner despatched to inform General Mc- 
Intosh that any aid he might deem necessary would be afforded, and that the army would remain until his arrival, 

which was not until we encamped for the night. ‘The enemy abandoned a number of horses, hogs, corn, and about 
six hundred head of cattle, . i 

The army moved on the morning of the 13th, and on the succeeding day our spies surprised a camp consisting of 
two men, a woman, and two children. One of the men was killed: the other, with a small boy, slightly wounded; 
and the woman, unfortunately, not being distinguished in the swamp, received a wound of which she died. At three 
o’clock, P. M. on the 16th, the army arrived ata large pond within six miles of Bowlegs town, on Suwany river, 
where a few Indians well mounted discovered our advance. An attempt was made to overtake them, but the en- 
feebled state of our horses rendered it impracticable. Under these circumstances, the general deemed it advisable 
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to make the town by a forced march, not allowing the enemy time to cross the river and destroy their supplies. The 
manner of attack having been previously arranged, the army moved rapidly, until arriving near the large 
which flanks the towns, when the troops changed position, conformably to previous orders, and moved forward. The 

left Hank, composed of Colonel Williamson’s regiment of ‘Tennessee volunteers, at the head of which was a force of 
Indian warriors under Major (now Colonel) Kanard, soon came in contact, and warmly engaged the Indians and 

negroes; whilst the right flank, composed of Colonel Dyer’s regiment of Tennessee volunteers, with a like force of 
warriors under General McIntosh, advanced near the river, to prevent the enemy from crossing. The centre ad- 

vanced in excellent order, and under the expectation of having to combat with the strength of these towns and the 

fugitives from Mickasuky; but, on reaching Bowlegs town, found it abandoned. The left flank, from the nature 

of the ground they had to traverse, and Colonel Kanard not adhering entirely to the route designated, drove the 

Indians and negroes (about three hundred) into the river, before the right flank could occupy the desired position. 

The reports give eleven killed and three prisoners on the field, and it is believed many were killed and drowned in 
swimming the river, it being nearly three hundred yards wide. Colonel Kanard had thirteen wounded, but one 
dangerously. About twenty-seven hundred bushels of corn were obtained in the towns and neighboring swamps, 

near ninety head of cattle,and a number of horses. Our sentinels, on the night of the 17th, took prisoners two white 
men (Ambrister and Cook) and one negro, who had just returned from Arbuthnot’s vessel at the mouth of Suwany; 
from the latter we obtained a letter written by A. Arbuthnot to his son, in which he enumerates the army of the 
United States under the general’s command, and requires him to inform his friend Bowlegs that resistance would 
be fruitless against such an overwhelming force, and to make over the river with all despatch: admonishing his son, 
at the same time, to remove and secrete every thing which could be moved. From Cook we learned that this letter 
was read to the negroes and Indians, when they immediately commenced crossing their families, and had just fin- 
ished as we entered their towns. Upwards of three hundred houses were here consumed, the most of which were 
well built and somewhat regular, extending near three miles up the river. On the morning of the 18th General 
Gaines was ordered, with a select command, and a number of warriors under General McIntosh, to cross the Su- 
wany river in pursuit of the enemys but found, on advancing about six miles, that they had dispersed in every direc- 
tion, from the numerous trails, and too far advanced to overtake them, his command being short of supplies. A 
detachment of the warriors, having advanced some distance, fell in with a small party of the enemy, killed three 
warriors, took some women and children and five negroes. On the same morning, Lieutenant James Gadsden, aid- 
de-camp to the commanding general. descended the Suwany river to its mouth, with Captain Dunlap’s and a few of 
Captain Crittenden’s companies of the life-guard, and a small detachment of regulars, and captured, without diffi- 
culty, the schooner of A. Arbuthnot, which had brought supplies of powder and lead to the Indians and negroes set- 
tledd at Suwany. ‘This vessel afforded the means of transporting our sick back to St. Marks. On the evening of 
the 20th, Genera! Glasscock was ordered, at his request, to march his brigade by Mickasuky to Hartford, in Geor- 
gia. and Captain Bell ordered to muster them out of services; and the army moved about three-quarters of a mile 
preparatory to its return. On the 24th General McIntosh was ordered to proceed direct to Fort Scott, on Flint 
river, and an order furnished him to the commanding officer to muster his warriors out of service. 

The army reached Fort St. Marks on the 25th, having marched twenty-eight miles on that day, and we were 
agreeably surprised in finding Lieutenant Gadsden had arrived safely that evening from the mouth of Suwany. On 
the 26th 2 special court was ordered for the trial of A. Arbuthnot and Robert C. Ambrister; which court, on the 
documents and evidence adduced, sentenced the first to be hung, and the latter to be snot. They were accordingly 
executed on the morning of the 29th. ‘The army moved and encamped four miles from St. Marks on the evening 
of the 28th, and arrived at Fort Gadsden on the 2d instant; the general having previously detached a garrison of two 
hundred men, under the command of Brevet Major Fanning, to occupy Fort St. Marks. | have only to add, that 
this army has borne hardships and privations to a great extent, in a manner becoming soldiers and citizens of a na- 
tien proud of their liberties. The assistant topographical engineer will furnish a topographical report of the country 
through which the army operated; and I refer you to the enclosed sketches for information of our order of movement, 


and have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT BUTLER, Adjutant General. 





Brig. Gen. Daniet Parker, Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Heap-quarters, Division of THE Soutu, Forr Gapspen, March 25, 1818, 


Sir: 

T have ordered a supply of provisions to be sent from New Orleans, via Pensacola, to Fort Crawford, on the 
Caneucho. ‘This route has been adopted as the most speedy one of provisioning one of my garrisons which must be 
maintained during the present conflict. against our mutual enemies, the Seminole Indians, and 1 cannot but express 
a hope that no attempt will be made to interrupt the free passage of my transports to that post. I am not disposed 
to enter into any controversy with you on the rights which our Government may claim to the free navigation of such 
water-courses as head within her limits, but flow through the territory of His Catholic Majesty, preferring to leave 
these subjects to be settled by those legally authorized; but as it is necessary for me to make use of the Escambia 
river in passing up provisions to the garrison at Fort Crawford, I wish it to be distinctly understood, that any 
attempt to interrupt the passage of transports cannot be viewed in any other light than as a hostile act on your part. 
I will not permit myself for a moment to believe that you would commit an act so contrary to the interest of the 
King your master. His Catholic Majesty, as well as the Government of the United States, are alike interested in 
chast.sing a savage foe, who have too long warred with impunity against his subjects as well as the citizens of this 
republic, and I feel persuaded that every aid which you can give, to promote this object, will be cheerfully tendered. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. - 
Don Jose Masor, Governor of Pensacola. 


Heap-quarters, Division or tHe Sours, Berore Sr. Marks, 4pril 6, 1818. 


Sir: 

To chastise a savage foe, who, combined with a lawless band of negro brigands, have for some time past been 
carrying on a cruel and unprovoked war against the citizens of the United States, has compelled the President to 
direct me to march my army into Florida. [ have penetrated to the Mekasuky towns, and reduced them to ashes. 
In these towns | found many indications of a hostile spirit. Gna red pole in the centre of the council-houses of 
Kenhagas town, more than fifty fresh scalps, of all ages, from the infant to the aged matron, were found suspended. 
In addition to this, upwards of three hundred old scalps were found in the dwellings of the different chiefs settled 
on the Mekasuky pond. Those barbarians who escaped death have fled. From information communicated by the 
Governor of Pensacola to two of my captains, Gordon and Call, L was induced to believe they had fled to St. Marks 
for protection. ‘The Governor stated that the Indians and negroes had demanded of you large supplies of munitions 
of war, with a threat, in the event of a refusal, of taking possession of your fortress. He further expressed an 
apprehension that, from your defenceless state, they were already in possession of St. Marks. The wife of 
Chenubby, a noted chief, now a prisoner in- my camp, informed me that the hostile Indians and negroes obtained 
their supply of ammunition from St. Marks. ‘To prevent the recurrence of so gross a violation of neutrality, and to 
exclude our savage enemies from so strong a hoid as St. Marks, | deem it expedient to garrison that fortress with 
American troops, until the close of the present war. ‘This measure is justifiable on the immutable principle of self 
detence, and cannot bat be satisfactory, under existing circumstances, to His Catholic Majesty, the King of Spain. 
Under existing treaties between our two Governments, the King of Spain is bound to preserve in peace with the 
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citizens of the United States not only his own subjects but all Indian tribes residing within his territory. When 
called upon to fulfil that part of the treaty in relation to a savage tribe who have long depredated with impunity 
on the American frontier, incompetency is alleged, with an acknowledgment that the same tribe have acted in open 
hostility to the laws, and invaded the rights, of His Catholic Majesty. As a mutual enemy, therefore, it is expected 
that every facility will be afforded by the agents of the King of Spain to chastise these Jawless and inhuman 
savages. In this light is the possession of St. Marks, by the American forces, to be viewed. I come not as the 
enemy. but as the friend, of Spain. Spanish rights and property will be respected. The property and rights of 
Spanish subjects will be guarantied them. An inventory of all public property, munitions of war, &c, shall be 
made out and certified by an officer appointed by each of us, and a receipt given for the same, to be accounted for 
to His Catholic Majesty by the United States. The subject of my possession of the garrison of St. Marks will be 
referred to our respective Governments, for ainicable adjustment. Some armed vessels of the United States are in 
the bay of St. Marks, with whom I wish to communicate; you will, L trust, furnish me with a small vessel to convey 
a letter, as well as some sick and wounded that are with me. As our mutual savage enemies are concentrating 
their forces near or on the Suwaney, an early and prompt answer is requested to this letter, with an English 
translation, as neither myself nor staff are acquainted with the Spanish. 
This will be handed to you by aid-de-camp ong James Gadsden, by whom an answer is expected. 
ave, &c. 


ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 
The Commanpinc Orricer, St. Marks. 


Sr. Marks, orr AppaLacuik, /pril 7, 1818. 
Most ExceLtent Sir: . 

Being made to understand, although with the greatest difficulty, the contents of the letter with which your 
excellency honored me yesterday evening, delivered to me by your aid-de-camp, James Gadsden, I will declare to 
your excellency the satisfaction the knowledge of the result of your expedition against Mekasuky has afforded me. 
That such would be the eveut could not be doubted on considering the superior talents and skilful conduct of your 
excellency, and to these must be attributed the success, on which I tender you my most cordial congratulation. 

My chief, the Governor of Pensacola, had, in truth, reason to mention to your captains, Gordon and Call, what 
your excellency states to me, and to entertain fears for the fate of this fort, menaced by Indians and negroes for 
some months past, and particularly since they have been disappointed in their expectations of obtaining powder and 
balls, which they have so repeatedly solicited, and to which they thought themselves entitled, from the practice 
which subsisted of supplying them annually therewith. ‘This proves how entirely unfounded is the assertion of the 
wife of the chief Chenubby, that the Indians have been supplied with munitions in this fort since I was advised and 
I determined to maintain the most perfect neutrality. No one can better remove from your excellency’s ‘mind any 
unfavorable opinion you may have formed on this subject than the bearer, William Hambly, as he has, at various 
times, interpreted to me the solicitations of the several Indian chiefs in my neighborhoods and he can also inform 
og = the advice I always gave them, to avoid the destruction which has overtaken them, and which I foresaw from 
the beginning. 

This being realized, and there being now no motive to fear any insult to the fort from these barbarians and the 
negroes, I beg perinission of your excellency to call your attention to the difficulty I should involve myself in with 
my Government, if I were presently to assent to what your excellency proposes to me, to garrison this fort with the 
troops of the United Siates, without first receiving its orders. Such [ will solicit immediately an opportunity offers, 
and I do not for a moment doubt that they will be given to me; so'zealous is my Government to comply with the 
stipulations between her and the United States. In the interim, [ hope your excellency will desist from your 
intention, and be firmly persuaded of the good. faith and harmony which will reign between this garrison and 
whatever troops you may think fit to leave in. this vicinity, who may assist me in the defence of this fort on any 
unforeseen event. , : 

_ The sick your excellency sent in are lodged in the royal hospital, and I have afforded them every aid which 
Soeeenane admit. [ hope your excellency will give me other opportunities of evincing the desire I have to 
satisly you. 

I trust your excellency will pardon my not answering you as soon as requested, for reasons which have 
been given you by your ail-de-camp. I do not accompany this with an English translation, as your excellency 
desires, because there is no one in the fort capable thereof; but the before named William Hambly proposes to 
translate it to your excellency in the best manner he can. 

May our Lord preserve your excellency many years. Such is my prayer. 


Most excellent sir, I kiss your excellency’s hands, and am your most obedient and devoted servant, 


FRANCISCO CASO Y LUENGO. 
The Most Excellent ANprew Jackson, 
General in chief of the troops of the United States before St. Marks. 


. Heap-quarters, Division or THE Sourn, Camp, nEaR S. Marks, “pril 7, 1818. 
IR: ; 

I refer you to my communications of yesterday for the motives which have compelled me to occupy the 
fort of St. Marks. I again repeat that I have entered the territory of Spain as a friend, to chastise a mutual enemy 
of both nations, and whom His Catholic Majesty was bound, under the most sacred of treaties, to have punished 
himself. Peculiar circumstances, however, have prevented, and it was therefore expected that every facility would 
have been given to the American arms to have ensured success to their operations. The occupation of St. Marks 
is essential to the accomplishment of my campaign, and is peculiarly so at this period, when evidence is derived 
from every source of the designs of the negroes and Indians against that fortress. ‘They are now concentrating 
with the intention of taking possession of St. Marks the moment my army moves from its vicinity, the dislodging 
them from which will cost me more American blood than I am disposed should be shed. Success to my operations 
requires despatch; you will excuse me, therefore, in refusing your request that a suspension should be granted until 
: _— is obtained from your Government, and on insisting that Fort St. Marks al be immediately occupied 

y American troops. 

Major Fanning, my inspector general, and Lieutenant Simmons, of the ordnance department, are appointed to 
act, with one or two officers nominated on your part, to take an inventory of and inspect all public property in the 
fort of St. Marks, for which receipts will be given in the name of the American Government. Any disposition 
which you would wish made with the private property of yourself, officers, and soldiers, or any other arrangements 
gratifying to yourself, will be settled by my aid-de-camps, Lieutenants Gadsden and Glassel. ' 


. ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 
Don Francisco Caso Luenco, Commanding Fort St. Marks. 
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(TRANSLATION. ] 
AppaLacuis, /pril 7, 1818. 


Mosr EXCELLENT Sir: . 
; I should insist on what I stated to your excellency in my letter of this morning, as to the necessity of await- 
ing orders from the Governor of Pensacola for the delivery of this fort under my command, were I not, in addition 
to what your excellency says in your answer, threatened by your aid-de-camp and the other officers appointed to 
negotiate on the subject, and had not so large a body of troops entered, without awaiting my permission, and taken 
possession of all the stores and posts, lowering the Spanish rt and hoisting the American, 

So manifest a violation of the territory of His Catholic Majesty obliges me to complain of it, and to. protest 
against it; and I accordingly do protest against it, and beg of your excellency to provide me, as speedily as possi- 
ble, the vessels necessary tu transport me to Pensacola, together with the troops and those persons who are in the 
royal employ, and also to give orders that, in the interim, the private property and effects of every Spanish individ- 
ua! here be respected. With respect to the public property of His Catholic Majesty, [ have nominated the subal- 
tern officer of this detachment and commissary of the fort to make, with the three officers whom you name to me, 
an inventory thereof. 

I repeat to your excellency my respects, and prayers to God to preserve your life many years. 

Most excellent sir, I kiss your excellency’s hands. 

Your most obedient and devoted servant, 
: FRANCISCO CASO Y LUENGO. 
The Most Excellent ANpREw Jackson, 
General of the troops of the U. S. before St. Marks. 


. Heap-quarters, Division or THE Sourn, Camp, NEAR St. Marks, 4pril 7, 1818. 
IR? 
. I have received your protest against my proceedings. The occupancy of Fort St. Marks by my troops, pre- 
vious to your assenting to the measure, became necessary from the difficulties thrown in the way of an amicable 
adjustment, notwithstanding my assurances that every arrangement should be made to your satisfaction, and ex- 
pressing a wish that my movements against our common enemy should not_be retarded by a tedious negotiation. I 
again repeat what has been reiterated to you through my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Gadsden, that your personal 
rights and private property shall be respected; that your situation shall be made as comfortable as practicable while 
compelled to remain in Fort St. Marks; and that transports shall be furnished, as soon as they can be obtained, to 
convey yourself, family, and command to Pensacola. I daily expect some vessels from the bay of Appalachicola; 
as soon as they arrive, the most suitable shall be selected for said purpose. 


ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


Don Francisco Caso y Luenco, Governor of St. Marks. 


{ TRANSLATION. } 
Pensacoia, April 16, 1818. 


Most ExcELLENT Sir: 

Your excellency’s letter of the 25th of the last month has been delivered to me, and also that of the 26th, in 
answer to mine of the 16th of February last. I have the honor to advise your excellency of the receipt of both. 
and to answer the former. 

In the month of May, of the last year, from a spirit of conciliation, I permitted a cargo of provisions, which the 
schooner Mobiterra had brought from New Orleans to this place, to pass up the Escambia to Fort Crawford. In- 
fluenced by the same sentiments, [ made a similar concession to Captain Call, assenting to the transporting of the 
cargo brought by the schooner Italiana, in January last, to the said destination; and, more lately, in continuance of 
the same amicable and conciliatory spirit, I consented that Lieutenand Eddy, of the garrison of the before named 
fort, (commissioned by its commander, Major Young, for the purpose.) should procure sixty barrels of provisions 
in this place; and the cargo of the schooner Italiana (which is, or ought to be, deposited here) not being yet export- 
ed, I do not think the further introduction of provisions, which your excellency asks at present, necessary; but, 
nevertheless, as I infer from your excellency’s letter that these provisions are already on their passage, in pursu- 
ance of the sufferance hitherto accorded, and observing the restrictions and course established, that is, to consign 
them to a Spanish commercial house, who will take care to forward them, and pay the royal duties of import and 
export, I will allow the same destination to be given to them as to the former, provided that the Government of 
the United States shall not set up, or derive any right, either now or hereafter, from these purely gratuitous con- 
cessions, as I make them from the obligation of existing circumstances, which do not admit of supplying the garri- 
son of the before named Fort Crawford by any other way. 

In accordance with the declaration of your excellency, when you add that it is not your intention to enter into 
a discussion with me in relation to the right which the United Statas may claim to the free navigation of the Escam- 
bia, so neither is it mine to discuss this subject with your excellency, as well because it does not fall within my 
duties, as that, being a subordinate officer, | am bound to obey the superior on whom I depend, it being my duty, 
until 1 receive instructions to the contrary, to be governed on this head by the treaties existing between the United 
States and Spain; and in the last of amity, limits, and navigation, I do not see the before named river men- 
tioned, but the sovereignty of the King my master over all the territories, rivers, coasts, ports, and harbors lying 
south of 31° north, solemnly and explicitly recognised by the United States; and, if extraordinary existing circum- 
stances should require any further temporary concessions, not explained in the said treaty, I request your excellency 
to have the goodness to apply, in future, for the obtaining of them tothe proper authority, as 1, for my part, possess 
no Mg yc in relation ee. 

a reserve your excellency many years. 
, r , di JOSE MASOT. 


His Excellency Anprew Jackson, Major General, &c. 


Heap-quarters, Drvision oF THE Soutu, Fort St. Marks, .Zpril 27, 1818. 


After I left this port fer St. Juan, to disperse and destroy the mutual enemy of Spain and the United States, 

a small schooner, with men and supplies, arrived from Pensacola, and was ‘taken possession of and detained by my 

officer left in command. This vessel has been liberated with all her effects, excepting some clothing of the United 

States unaccompanied with any invoice, and which has been detained, as supposed to be a part of that taken on 

board the boats within the territory of this republic, in which Lieutenant Scott, of the United States’ army, with 
his command, were so inhumanly massacred. d ; 

I regret being compelled to state to you, that, from the papers and other proofs taken at St. Juan’s; the quantity 

of American cattle found at St. Marks, and purchased by me from the commissary of the post; and the intercourse 
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kept up between this post and the hostile Indians, there is too much ground to believe that the Indians have been 
encouraged, aided, and abetted by the officers of Spain in this cruel war against the United States. Proof positive 
exists that the Indians were supplied with ammunition by the late commandant of St. Marks, The United States 
clothing being found on board of a vessel in the employ of the Government of Spain, sailing from Pensacola direct 
for this port, compels me to call on you for a statement in what manner you came possessed of said clothing. ‘The 
good understanding that so happily exists between His Catholic Majesty and the United States formed a just ground 
to believe that his agents would have discountenanced this cruel and savage war against the citizens of this repub- 
lic. Spain, too weak to comply with her treaties with the United States, or chastise her own savage subjects, waging 
war against a friendly nation, it was scarcely to be believed that her officers would have been detected in aiding and 
abetting the enemy, assisting with the intelligence of our movements, and purchasing the property depredated of us. 
America, just to her treaties, and anxious to maintain peace with the world, cannot and will not permit such a sav- 
age war to be carried on in disguise any longer. Asylums have been granted to the persons and property of an 
Indian foe, (fugitives from the territory of the United States;) facilities, deemed by me necessary to terminate a war 
which, under existing treaties, should have been maintained by Spain; for feeding my troops; and liberating the 
subjects of Spain imprisoned by the Indians; have all been denied by the officers of His Catholic Majesty. All these 
facts prove the unjust conduct of Spanish agents in Florida. It cannot be longer tolerated, and although a repub- 
lic fond of peace, the United States know her rights and at the expense of war will maintain them. 


ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 
Don Jose Masot, Governor of Pensacola. 


[ TRANSLATIONS. | 
No. 2. 


Copy of a note of the Commandant of West Florida to Major Young, at the encampment, banks of the Escambia. 
Pensacota, April 27, 1818. 


Sir: 

Your note of the 27th, dated encampment on the Escambia and Fort Crawford, accompanying the proclama- 
tion which you were pleased to enclose, were delivered to me at three o’clock this afternoon by an artificer, a man 
of color, whose speedy return not allowing me at present to answer them in detail, 1 shall merely state, that the 
small number of peaceful Indians who were in this place and its vicinity retired on the 26th, at the dawn of 
which day several of them, both women and children, were killed by the troops of the United States. As it is not my 
purpose to investigate the motives of this act, or of the violation resulting from it, [ shall only say that, in compli- 
ance with my duty, I shall give an account of the whole proceeding to my superior; and, in the mean time, I hope 
you will allow no further hostilities to be committed on this territory, on any pretence whatever. If the Indians 
should give any further cause of complaint, I trust you will inform me of it, that they may receive due punishment, 
should that depend on my authority. If there are any Indians still remaining within this territory, I wiil have them 
sought for and informed of your letter, and advise you of the result. I can assure you, both ander my hand and on 
my word, that the information, as stated in your letter, of the aggressions committed by the [ndians is the first [ have 
had of them, for at the time I agreed to the return of the escort referred to, I had no knowledge of any others than 
those who were concerned in the attack on Lieutenant Eddy. I repeat to you the assurance that my wishes and 
efforts are wholly directed to preserve the peace happily subsisting between our Governments. Ina full confidence 
in your favorable sentiments, | beg leave to offer you my respectful salutations. 

od preserve you many years. 


JOSE MASOT. 
To Major W. Younc, Commanding the American troops on the Escambia. 


Copy of a note from Jose Masot to Major W. Young. 
Pensaco.a, -Zpril 30, 1818, 


Sir: : 

In consequence of the request expressed in your letter of the 27th instant, [ assembled the chiefs of the Upper 
Creeks at the villages of Colome, Canaan, Cowale, and Forsatche, and communicated to them the contents of your 
letter. They all replied that they had for a long time been very miserable and wretched, without shelter or home, 
that by the counsel of a good friend they had at length found one, that they had listened attentively to it, and 
accepted with gratitude the offers you had made them. ‘These Indians are about eighty-seven in number, including 
women and children. They agreed to divide themselves into three parties, and set out on their march, as soon as 
I received your answer, which they thought it would be prudent for them to keep; and that when you were informed 
of their resolution, you would give the necessary orders for their safe progress, and avoiding any rencounter with 
the Choctaws, who, if not seasonably apprized of the circumstances, might attack them, in which case the pacific 
arrangements, in which we both take so strong an iterest, would be entirely defeated. Opahi-hola, an Aliliamon 
chief, on account of his advanced age, and infirmities, will, for the present, remain here with his family. I have 
given orders for his relief, and pledge myself for his good behaviour. You will always find me disposed, sir, to 
promote any measure conducive to the mutual interests of our two countries, which may, at the same time, be in 
conformity with existing treaties. I offer you the renewed assurances of my respect, and I pray God to preserve 


you. 
JOSE MASOT. 


To Major Wuire Younce. 
Pensacoia, May 2, 1818. 


True copies of the letter and documents deposited in the archives of this command. 


In the absence of the Secretary, (by indisposition,) 
BUENAVENTURA DUBIEUIL. 





P Heap-quarters, Division oF THE SoutH, Fort Montcomery, June 2, 1818. 
SIR: 

The Seminole war having terminated, [ deem it politic and advisable to send to Washington John Blunt and 
his Indian comrades, who have acted as pilots to me during the late campaign. John Blunt is a Tuckabatchee 
Indian, has long been friendly to the United States, and in consequence of his opposition to the Red Stick party during 
the Creek war has drawn down upon himself their vengeance during the late contest. His settlement being in an 
exposed situation on the Appalachicola river, he was early attacked by the Seminoles, his property destroyed, and 
his family rifled from him; alone he escaped and fled to Fort Scott, where, joining the American standard, he has 
proved himself a most zealous friend and faithful pilot to this period. In justice to him I am bound to state, that 
to his correct knowledge of the country and zealous attachment to the cause in which we were engaged, am I mea- 
surabiy indebted for the success of the present campaign. 
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Mr. Hambly accompanies John Blunt. Mr. H. is a Spanish subject by birth, and has long been a resident as a 
trader on the Appalachicola river. In consequence of his attachment to the American cause, and his active exer- 
tions to check the hostile feelings of those Indians disposed to war against the United States, he drew down upon 
himseif and family their vengeance. He was forcibly taken from his house at an early period of the war, his pro- 
perty, goods, and negroes taken from him, and he violently transported from Mickeesk’, Suwany, and St. Marks 
until finally relieved by Captain McKeever of the American Navy; since which period he has been attached to my 
army as Indian interpreter. You will find him an honest and faithful friend to. our Government. and valuable for 
the information which he can afford of Spanish policy and intrigue. He is well acquainted with all the transactions 
of foreign agents in this country, of their practices, &c. and how far encouraged by the Spanish authority, &c. 


With respect, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


The Honorable Joun C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Heap-quarters, Diviston oF THE Soutn, Forr Montcomery, June 2, 1818. 


Sir: 

In a communication to you of the 5th of May, I detailed at length the operations of my army up to that period. 
Leaving a strong garrison of regulars in Fort Scott and Gadsden, I resumed my march with a small detachment of 
the 4th regiment of infantry, one company of artillery, and the effectives of the Tennessee volunteers, the whole not 
exceeding twelve hundred men, to fulfil my intentions, communicated to you, of scouring the country west of the 
Appalachicola river. On the 10th of May, my army crossed that river at the Ochesee village, and, after a fatiguing, 
tedious, and circuitous march of twelve days, misled by the ignorance of our pilots, and exposed to the severest pri- 
vations, we finally reached and effected a passage over the Escambia. On my march, on the 23d May, a protest from 
the Governor of Pensacola was delivered me by a Spanish officer, remonstrating, in warm terms, against my pro- 
ceedings, and ordering me and my forces instantly to quit the territory of His Catholic Majesty, with a threat to 
apply force in the event of a non-compliance. ‘This was so open an indication of a hostile feeling on his part, after 
having been early and well advised of the object of my operations, that I hesitated no longer on the measures to be 
adopted. 1 marched for and entered Pensacola, with only the show of resistance, on the 21st of May. The Governor 
had previously fled to Fort Carios de Barancas, where it was said he resolved upon a most desperate resistance. A 
correspondence ensued between us, accompanying this, marked A, detailing my motives for wishing and demanding 
that Pensacola and its dependencies be occupied with an American garrison. ‘The package, marked B, are docu- 
ments substantiating the charges, in part, against the conduct of the Spanish Governor having knowingly and wil- 
lingly admitted the savages, avowedly hostile to the United States, within the town of Pensacola. The peaceable 
surrender of the fort at the Barancas was denied; I marched for and invested it on the evening of the 25th of May; 
and, on the same night, pushed reconnoitring parties under its very guns. On the morning of the 26th, a military 
reconnaissance was taken; and, on the same night, a lodgement was made, under a fire from the Spanish garrison, 
by Captain Gadsden, of the engineers, aided by Captains Call and Young, on a commanding position, within three 
hundred and eighty-five yards of the Spanish works, and a nine pounder mounted; a howitzer battery was simulta- 
neously established on the capital of, and within seven hundred and fifty yards of, the fort. At day-light, on the 27th, 
the Spanish garrison opened their artillery on our batteries; a parley was sounded, a flag sent in, and the surrender 
of Fort Carlos de Barancas again demanded: the favorable positions obtained were pointed out, and the inutility of 
resistance urged. Anxious to avoid an open contest, and to save the effusion of blood, the same terms previously of- 
fered were again tendered. These were rejected, and offensive operations recommenced. A spirited and well directed 
fire was kept up the greater part of the morning, and, at intervals, during the afternoon. In the evening a flag was 
sent from the Spanish commandant, offering to capitulate, and a suspension of hostilities was granted until 8 o’clock 
the next day, when the enclosed article of capitulation, marked C, was signed and agreed to. ‘The terms are more 
favorable than a conquered enemy would have merited, but, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, my object 
obtained, there was no motive for wounding the feelings of those whose military pride or honor had prompted to the 
resistance made. The articles, with but one condition, amounted to the complete cession, to the United States, of 
that portion of the Floridas hitherto under the Government of Don Jose Masot. 

‘The arrangements which I have made to secure Pensacola and its dependencies are contained in the general 
orders, &c., marked D. I deemed it most advisable to retain, for the present, the same Government to which the 
people had been accustomed, until such time as the Executive of the United States may order otherwise. It was 
necessary, however, to establish revenue laws of the United States, to check the smuggling which has been carried 
on successfully in this quarter for many years past; and to admit the American merchant to an equal participation 
in a trade which would have been denied under the partial operation of the Spanish commercial code. Captain 
Gadsden was appointed by me collector, and he has organized and left the department in the charge of officers in 
whom the greatest confidence may be reposed. 

Though the Seminole Indians have been scattered, and literally so driven and reduced as no longer to be viewed 
as a formidable enemy, yet as there are still many small marauding parties supposed to be concealed in the swamps 
of the Perdido, Choctawhatchy, and Chapouly, who might make occasional and sudden inroads on our frontier set- 
tlers, massacring women and children, I have deemed it advisable to call into service, for six months, if not sooner 
-discharged, two companies of volunteer rangers, under Captains McGirt and Boyles, with instructions to scour the 
country between the Mobile and Appalachicola rivers, exterminating every hostile party, who dare resist and will not 
surrender and remove, with their families, above the thirty-first degree of latitude. 

The Seminole war may now be considered at a close; tranquillity again restored to the southern frontier of the 
United States; and as long as a cordon of military posts is maintained along the Gulf of Mexico America has no- 
thing to apprehend from either foreign or Indian hostilities. Indeed, sir, to attempt to fortify or protect an imagi- 
nary line, or to suppose that a frontier, on the 3lst degree of latitude, in a wilderness, can be secured by a cordon 
of military posts, whilst the Spanish authorities were not maintained in the Floridas, and that the country lay open 
to the use and excitement of any enemy, is visionary in the extreme. On the immutable principle, therefore, of self 
defence, authorized by the law of nature and of nations, have I bottomed all my operations; on the fact that the 
Spanish officers had aided and abetted the Indian enemy, and thereby became a party in hostilities against us, do I 
justify my occupying the Spanish fortresses. Spain had disregarded the treaties existing with the American Govern- 
ment, or had not power to enforce them. ‘The Indian tribes within her territory, and which she was bound to keep 
at peace, had visited our citizens with all the horrors of savage war. Negro brigands were establishing themselves, 
when and where they pleased, and foreign agents were openly and knowingly practising their intrigues in this neu- 
tral territory. The immutable principles of self defence justified, therefore, the occupancy of the Floridas, and the 
same principle will warrant the American Government in holding it until such time as Spain can guarantee, by an 
adequate military force, the maintaining her authority within the colony. 

A topographical sketch of the country, from the Appalachicola to Pensacola Bay, accompanies this. Captain 
Young will prepare, as soon as practicable, a topographical memoir of that part of the Floridas on which my army 
has operated, with a map of the country. Captain Gadsden is instructed to prepare a report on the necessary de- 
fences of the country, as far as the military reconnaissances will permit, accompanied with plans of the existing works, 
what additions and improvements are necessary, and what new works should, in his opinion, be erected to give per- 
manent security to this important territorial addition to our republic. As soon as the report is prepared, Captain 
Gadsden wiil receive orders to repair to Washington city, with some other documents which I may wish to confide 


to his charge. 
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At the close of a compuen. which has terminated so honorably and happily, it gives me pleasure to express m 
approbation generally of the officers and soldiers of every species of corps which I have had the honor to command. 
he patience with which they endured fatigue, and submitted to privations, and the determination with which the 
encountered and vanquished every difficulty, is the strongest indication of the existence of that patriotic feeling which 
no circumstances can change, and that irresistible ardor, in the defence of their country, which will prove her 
strength and bulwark under any exposure. I should do violence to my feelings, if { did not particularly notice the 
exertions of my quartermaster general, Colonel George Gibson; who, under the most embarrassing of circumstan- 
ces, relieved the necessities of my army, and to whose exertions I was indebted for the supplies received. His zeal 
and integrity in this campaign, as well as in the uniform discharge of his duties, since his connexion with my staff, 

merits the approbation and gratitude of his country. 
With respect, yours, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
The Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. Major General Commanding. 


(TRANSLATION, ] 
Most Exce.tent Sir: Pensacora, May 18, 1818. 


On the 10th instant I received your excellency’s letter of the 27th of April last, informing me that some 
articles of the clothing used by the troops of the United States, and supposed to be part of those taken in the boat 
in which Lieutenant Scott and his escort were so inhumanly murdered, were found in a small schooner despatched 
from this port for that of Appalachie with provisions. 

Your excellency inquires of me in what manner these articles came into my possession; and you further state 
that you feel yourself obliged to inform me that the documents and the proofs found in St. Juan, the detention of 
American cattle, found in St. Marks, and the correspondence carried on between this post and the hostile Indians, 
are sufficient to create a belief that they were armed and incited to this cruel war against the United States by the 
Spanish officers. 

Your excellency adds that there exists positive proofs that the Indians were supplied with munitions by the last 
commander of St. Marks; and you conclude by saying that an asylum has been granted here to the persons and pro- 
perty of the Indians, who are enemies to the United States, and fugitives from the American territory; and that 
these proceedings, and the refusing to allow the passage of provisions for your troops, prove the unjust conduct of 
the Spanish agents in the Floridas. 

I shall answer the charges alleged in their proper order, with candor, and without evasion or reservation. 

The first complaint made by your excellency is relative to the articles of clothing found on board the schooner 
Maria, and which have been detained on the supposition that they are the property of the United States. 

Part of these articles, as is proved by copy of No. 1, were purchased at New Orleans in the month of May, last 
year; part came from the Havannah; and part were purchased in this place. All this is established. The charge 
is, Of course, done away, and your excellency’s question is satisfactorily answered. 

‘The succeeding one is more serious, and relates to the course observed of late by the Governor of St. Marks. 

I immediately required of him an account of his conduct, and he made me the communication found in copy 
No. 2. However, as your excellency affirms that you possess positive proofs of the misconduct of this officer, I 
must, as a necessary consequence, entreat you to submit them to me, that, the fact being established, I may inflict 
on him deserved punishment. I assure your excellency, with the sincerity natural to me, that he has acted in entire 
opposition to his instructions; and that, if your excellency will transmit the proofs I request, he shall be brought 
before a council of war, and punished with all the severity his transgressions deserve; but your excellency will be just 
enough to allow that the Spanish Government cannot be responsible for the misconduct of its agents, when it neither 
upholds them therein, nor suffers their mal-practices, being ascertained, to pass unpunished. ; 

The last complaints of your excellency have a personal and direct application to myself, and are relative to the 
asylum granted to the persons and property of the fugitive Indians, and to the passage of provisions up the 
Escambia. It is easy for me to remove these charges, and I think your excellency will be satisfied with a short and 
true relation of facts. 

With respect to the Indians, your excellency has been assuredly misinformed, as, although it is true that some 
remained here, the greater part of them were women and children, who procured a subsistence by furnishing the 
inhabitants with wood, fish, and other trifling objects, and were here before the present war with the Seminoles. 
Others, now and then, assembled on account of the war, but in very small numbers; as, when I had them collected, 
in compliance with the proposition made by Major Young, they, altogether, amounted to eighty-seven, and, assuredly, 
these few unarmed and miserable men were not hostile to the United States. The continua! passing of American 
citizens from the frontier to this people, who travelled alone and unarmed among them, without being, at any time, 
insulted or molested in their persons or property, is a proof of this. 

With respect to the passage of provisions up the Escambia, I have not hitherto prevented it, but, on the contrary, 
have facilitated it so far as [ was able, and my limited powers have permitted, even to the compromitting of myself; 
for, being only a subordinate officer, I could not consent to it, as it is unauthorized, but T took the responsibility en 
myself, in consideration of existing circumstances, and so I stated to your excellency in my letter of the 15th of 
last month, which I wrote to you by Major Perrault, and to which I refer you in support of my assertion. Now, 
that the free commerce of this people with those of the interior is declared admissible by higher authority, there will, 
in future, be no difficulty in allowing the merchants to transport from hence to Fort Crawford, and other forts on 
the frontier, as well by water as by land, whatever provisions and effects they may need or desire; by which means 
these posts will readily be provisioned, and your excellency will be satisfied. 

_ [think T have casual pune excellency’s letter satistactorily, and in a manner which can leave no doubt of the 
sincerity of my intentions, and which evinces my desire to contribute, so far as depends on me, to the good under- 
standing existing between our respective Governments. 

God preserve your excellency many years. 
JOSE MASOT. 
His Excellency ANprew Jackson, 
Major General of the Army of the United States. 


[ TRANSLATIONS. ] 


No. 1. 
Pensacota, May 18, 1818. 


Being informed of what, amongst other subjects, Major General Andrew Jackson, of the United States’ troops, 
states to you in his letter of the 27th of April last, and communicated to me in yours of the 13th instant, in which 
you direct me to explain to you of what description the articles were, referred to by the said General, and by whom 
the coats worn by the men belonging to the Grey and Brown companies, (de pardos y morenos) from the Havana, 
under my command, were sold or brought to this place, they being the same uniform as that worn by the 
troups of the United States, I have to inform you, in reply, that the articles of clothing shipped on board the 
schooner Maria, for the supply of a detachment from the aforesaid companies at Appalachie, and detained by General 
Jackson, consisted of fifteen four point woollen blankets, brought here in His Majesty’s Hermaphrodite brig El 
Amirante, which arrived at this port on the 2d of January last; twenty-five pairs of French shoes, bought here of 
Don Henrique Granpré, as is shown by voucher No. 1, annexed; fifteen common black hats, bought of Don Hen- 
rique Michelet, as is proved by voucher No. 2; and twenty shirts of Crea linen, and the same number of pantaloons, 
received by the above named Hermaphrodite armed brig, with the exception of three or four of the latter articles, 
which were made in North America for the use of their troops, and came into my possession in the manner I shall 
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explain to you. All which clothing I requested you, in mine of the 7th of April last, to report to the Department 
of Royal Finance, that they might be regularly entered in the clearance, on account, and at the risk, of the same. 
By voucher No. 3, annexed, ha will perceive that, on the Ist and 6th of May, and 29th of July last, there were 


shipped to me, from New Orleans, by Don Pedro Dualhaste y Claveria, merchant and citizen of the United States, 
one hundred and thirty-one coats of the uniform altered there, as is stated in his letter of advice; also twenty- 
eight pairs of shoes; one hundred and eighteen shirts; seventy-six pairs of pantaloons; two hundred and thirty-six 
woollen waistcoats, without sleeves; twenty Russia jackets; two hundred and fifty-three leathern caps, for the use 
of the Chasseurs; and a quantity of leathern gaiters and stocks; which articles were purchased from the military 
storekeeper at New Orleans, and brought here in the schooners Maria and Jalouse, under the charge of their masters, 
Bartelome Alberty and Jose Medina, who included them in the manifests they presented to the custom house here, 
and the duties on them were paid, as posers, from the estimate of them, made by the Department on the 19 h of 
May and the 11th of August last. It follows, from this statement, that the conjecture formed by General Jackson, 
that the articles of clothing detained by him were part of those taken from the escort of Lieutenant Scott at the time 
he was killed, within the territory of the republic, is deprived of all foundation, as the unfortunate fate of that officer 
and his escort happened on the Appalachicola in December last; and the articles of clothing alluded to were pur- 
chased in New Orleans in May and July of the same year, as is proved by the letters of advice and invuices com- 
prised in voucher No. 3, to which I have referred. God preserve you many years. 
BENIGNO GARCIA CALDERON. 
To Don Jose Masor. 
No. 1. 

I hereby certify that, on the 10th of February last, I sold to Captain Don Benigno Garcia Calderon, commanding 
the Grey and Brown companies from Havana, two hundred and eighteen pairs of French shoes, iron shod, for the 
use of the men belonging to the said companies; and, at the request of the said officer, I give him the present cer- 


tificate, at Pensacola, this 18th day of May, 1818. 
HENRIQUE DE GRANPRE. 
No. 2. 
I hereby certify that, on the 12th of February, last I sold to Captain Don Benigno Garcia Calderon, commanding 


the Grey and Brown companies from the Havana, nine dozen round black hats for the use of the men belonging to 
the said companies; and, at the request of the said officer, I give him the present certificate, at Pensacola, this 18th 


day of May, 1818. 
N HENRIQUE MICHELET. 
No. 3. 
New Orteans, pril 30, 1817. 


Annexed you have an account of cost and charges of fifty-four shirts and twenty-eight pairs of shoes, for amount 
whereof you are debited, in account, fifty-three doliars. Although L had no orders from you for the shirts, | was 
induced to purchase them by the low price, and the probability of your employing them to advantage. In the sack 
which contains them, you will find a uniform cvat, altered here, and which can be obtained of the storekeeper at 
twelve rials. { think this would answer. There are about a hundred and twenty of them. I am offered by the 
same storekeeper fifty field tents, nearly new, at three dollars, and a parcel of strong leathern caps, such as are 
worn by the Chasseurs, and which he will sell at less than two rials; of these there are about two hundred. The 
storekeeper having made me a second offer of the coats, I proposed to take them in barter for coffee, at eighteen 
anda half. At ten rials, [ am persuaded it would be a good bargain, and would afford an opportunity of putting off 
the coffee, the low quality of which makes it a dull sale. The only quality asked for, and which sells with great 
difficulty at twenty dollars, is the very superivr green coffee. 1 enclose the account of the cost and charges of the 
said eoats, which you will receive by the schouher Maria, and whose amount is charged to your debit, in account 
current, viz: $176 13. 

Account of cost and charges of the following articles, shipped on board the schooner Maria, Captain Elberty, 
bound to Pensacola, on account and at the risk of, and to be delivered to, Don Benigno Garcia Calderon. 





C.—Nov. 1. One sack, containing twenty-eight pairs of shoes, at six rials, - - : $21 00 
No. 2. One sack, containing fifty-tour shirts, at four rials, - - . - 27 00 
One coat, - - - - - - - - 1 50 

Sacks, sewing, and transportation, = - - - - - - 1 00 

50 50 


Commission, at five per cent. : . - ‘ . . : 
Amount to the debit of Don B. G. Calderon, . ° - . - ; $53 00 
PEDRO DALHASTE Y CLAVERIA. 











To Don Benitono Garcia CaLperon, Pensacola. 


Account of cost and charges of ten sacks, containing one hundred and thirty-one coats, shipped on board the 
schooner Maria, Captain Granpré, on account and at the risk of Don Benigno Garcia Calderon, at Pensacola, and 
to be delivered to him there, viz: 

C.—Nov 3 to 12. Ten sacks, containing one hundred and thirty-one coats, at 10 rials, © - - $163 75 


Sacks, sewing, and transportation, - - - - - - 4 00 

P 167 75 
Commission, at five per cent. - - - - : - - 8 38 
Amount to the debit of Don B. G. Calderon, - - - - - - $176 13 


PEDRO DALHASTE Y CLAVERIA. 
New Orteans, July 29, 1817. 


On the receipt of yours, the caps were already agreed for with some other articles of clothing, amounting, as per 
invoice annexed, to $317 16, and which is charged to you in account. I have suspended the purchase of the hats, 
which ran at from eight to ten dollars, until further orders. Account of cost and charges of the followiug articles, 
shipped in two hogsheads, three barrels, two cases, and one sack, on board the schooner Jalouse, Jose Medina, 
master, bound to Pensacola, on account and at the risk of Don Benigno Garcia Calderon, and to be delivered to 
him on his order, viz: 


New Orteans, May 29, 1817. 


‘Twenty-five pairs of cotton pantaloons, at fifty rials, - : ” . - $12 50 

‘T'wo hundred and thirty six flannel waistcoats, at three hundred and seventy-two rials, - 88 50 

Two hundred and fifty-three caps, at eighteen and three-fourths rials, : . - 47 433 
A parcel of leather gaiters and coyars, - . : . - % . 15 00 

Twenty Russia vests or jackets, 

Fifty-one pairs of pantaloons, b 108 pieces at $leach, - - ° : . 106 00 

Thirty-five cotton shirts, 
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Twenty-nine cotton shirts, at seventy-five rials, - - - - - - 21 373 
Covperage and transportation, : : ° : = : ° 3 50 
; 302 063 
Commission, at five per cent. - - . “ . ‘ . 15 10 
Amount to the debit of Don B. G. Calderon, —- - - - - - $317 162 


PEDRO DALHASTE Y CLAVERIA. 


To Don Benicno Garcia Catpreron, Pensacola. 


We, the undersigned, merchants of this place, hereby certify that the foregoing copies of paragraphs of letters of 
advice and of invoices are perfectly conformable to the originals exhibited to us by Captain Don Benigno Garcia 
Calderon, commanding the Grey and Brown companies from Havana; and that the signatures thereto subscribed 
are in the genuine hand-writing of Don Pedro Dalhaste y Claveria, a citizen of the United States and merchant at 
New Orleans. In testimony whereof we give the present certificate at the desire and request of the aforesaid Cap- 
tain Calderon, at Pensacola, this 18th day of May, 1818. 

HENRIQUE MICHELET, 


VINCENTE DE ORDOZGOITTI, 
VINCENTE BATLOUQUE. 
No. 2. 
Pensacoia, May 14, 1818. 


Instructed, by your letter of yesterday, of the points treated of by Major General Jackson in his letter of the 27th 
ultimo, and on which he founds his positive assertions, that the Indians not only received succors at Appalachie, but 
that they were excited to commit their outrages against them, [the United States,] were advised of his movements, 
&c. | have, in answer, to express the astonishment this affair has caused me, and which has solely arisen from the 
imposture employed, by some malicious person, to asperse the parties criminated by the letter of the said General. 
His excellency states, that, from the papers and other proofs taken at St. John’s, the detention of American cattle 
found at St. Marks, and purchased of the commissary there, and the intercourse carried on between that yplace and 
the hostile Indians, it is evident that they were inspirited and excited to this cruel war by the Spaniards. To this 
I have to reply, that it has hever come to my knowledge that any person beloaging to the fort had any intercourse, 
directly or indirectly, with St. John’s; and although | wrote two letters to Mr. Arbuthnot, an English merchant, 
one of them was merely to thank him for the three copies [exemplares] he sent me from thence or Savannah, and 
for the information he gave me of the intention of the insurgents at Amelia Island, and of Captain Woodbine, who I 
informed you by express was one of the two chiefs hung on the day I left Appalachie, or on the preceding one; and 
the other was to request him to come or send as speedily as possible for the effects which, at the request of the 
Indian chiefs, and to avoid increasing their suspicions, I permitted to be deposited in the fort on the departure of 
O’Kelagne, who had them in charge; and although by this step I ran some risk, from the state of excitement of both 
parties, it was one which does not appear to me to give any just ground for suspicion. Nor does the finding of 
American cattle, which his excellency states he purchased at St. Marks, afford greater cause of suspicion, as it is 
notorious that, from the time of its establishment, its supplies were obtained from the droves of catt:e brought there 
for sale by the Indians; and that they had many is shown from those found in Mickasukey and its vicinity. 
Purchases were only occasionally made, because we considered ourselves sufficiently supplied for some months; 
and if the cattle were stolen from the Americans, the sellers took good care to conceal that fact, and were all of 
them known to have droves, and were in the habit of bringing them for sale; and very seldom was it that the 
American commandant or magistrate, within whose district these excesses were committed, was known to complain 
of them to the commandant at St. Marks, and send him the marks of the cattle, that it might be seen from whence 
they came, and the purchase of them be avoided. Nor does the intercourse between the fort and the Indians, 
complained of by General Jackson, afford any better evidence of what he asserts, that from this it is inferable that 
they were inspirited and excited to this cruel war by the Spaniards. Such intercourse and good understanding 
were at all times recommended by the Government, and never more necessary than in the circumstances in whic 
we were placed in the forts; and on this, amongst other reasons, General Jackson, in his first letter, founded his 
demand that it should be occupied by his troops, and added, that on this account such a course could not fail to be 
approved by his Catholic Majesty. In the same letter he stated to me, that he had been informed by an Indian 
woman, a prisoner, that the Indians and negroes had received large supplies of munitions from the fort. I thought 
I had convinced him of the contrary in my answer, in which I represented to him that no one could better remove 
from his mind any unfavorable impressions on this point, than the bearer of it, Mr. William Hambly, who, during 
his stay here, repeatedly interpreted to me the anxiety of the chiefs to obtain such supplies; and that he could atso 
inform him, that [ uniformly counselled them to avoid the destruction which has overtaken them, and which I 
foresaw from the first. But as it appears he is not yet satisfied, and persists in his charge, a reference to the returns 
of the public storekeeper will show that, from the month of May last, and prior to the receipt of your orders, there 
had been issued to some chiefs and head men, and that merely from motives of policy, only three pounds of powder, 
three pounds of balls, and fourteen flints; and the interpreter belonging to the fort, Juan Sandoval, and his son 
Francisco, through whom I communicated with the Indians, can also testify to the truth of this statement, whose 
evidence I request of you to have taken, in refutation of General Jackson’s charge against me. He cannot but 
know that, a short time before the Negro Fort on the Appalachicola was blown up, all the chiefs of the tribes in its 
immediate vicinity went there and supplied themselves with powder and bail left for them by the English; and that 
at Mickasukey, and the houses in the neighborhood, there was a great quantity. Having thus obtained so large a 
supply of the kind of powder and ball they most esteemed, what value could they set on ours, which they in fact 
view with such indifference and contempt, that only those hunters, of whom now and then one comes to the fort to 
supply us with venison, geese, &c. will use it; and although, as I stated in my communication to you, some was 
repeatedly requested of me by the chief Kinache, for the purpose of showing, by the refusal of it, that the American 
interest prevailed in the fort, he did not obtain its; in consequence of which we were considered as American 

artisans to the last, were reproached with it, and had even to put up with some impertinences from them. I shall, 
lenven in strict adherence to truth, and because the circumstance may have given rise to these suspicions, state 
that the chief Petisacho, who was hung, received, among other things, at the fort, from Mr. Arbuthnot, an English 
merchant, when he came from Savannah to request aid against the negroes from him on account of their molestation, 
a small barrel of powder, which might contain from twenty to twenty-five pounds, and which was kept with the 
other effects brought from O’Kelagne’s, and which he had in charge.» What he did with it I know not, but I well 
know that the chief occasioned mé much fear and anxiety, by being so near the fort with four or five hundred 
Indians of his party. I never had an idea that he employed it against the Americans, but rea ey that they used 
it in the purchase of peltry for the said Arbuthnot, which was his avowed object, and in which he was engaged on 
the arrival of the Americans. The idea that the officers at St. Marks lent themselves to aid and excite the Indians, 
by giving them information of the movements of the Americans, is highly ridiculous; for how, or from whence 
could their movements be better known at the fort than from the Indians themselves? ‘Thither they passed, and 
from thence repassed, incessantly, and their reports were so various that they deserved very little attention; asa 
proof of which, nothing certain was known of the operations of the Americans until the different columns of their 
troops appeared. At the mouth of the Pinar, although their three vessels were at anchor there for three or four days 
previous, they kept English colors flying until the day before the arrival of the army. My different communicatiens 
to you are pledges that I tovk no part in the contest between the Americans and the Indians; nevertheless, my 
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mistrust of the latter evinced to which I gave a preference. How, then, is it possible to believe that I gave them the 
aid of which General Jackson complains, or how can such aid be reconciled with the tenor of my letters and the 
steps I took to liberate Messrs. Edmund Doyle and William Hambly, by which I exposed myself and my garrison 
to the vengeance of the Indians? Or, lastly, with the fact of my having ransomed, at a most critical moment, an 
American soldier, whom they declared to me they would otherwise put to death? I leave it to the most impartial 
to decide, if these be not proofs of the existence, at St. Marks, of a bias in favor of the American interest: and of 
this, [ am persuaded, General Jackson will be convinced on deliberately reflecting on the subject. I shall not wom | 


that I have observed towards those barbarians a policy which had the appearance of a warm friendship, and by which 
I have incurred considerable expenses. If, however, all the circumstances attendant on my situation be duly 
weighed, it will be seen that all this was necessary to restrain them from doing what they had at one time pre- 
meditated, on the pretext I have just alluded to, and on others suggested to them by some persons who had gone 
from hence to those parts of the country. Although [ have, as I conceive, given satisfaction on all the points 
embraced by Major General Jackson in his letter, I beg leave to request that, for fuller evidence of what [ allege, 

ou will be pleased to give orders for having the testimony taken of the interpreter and his son, of the subaltern 
Don Miguel Ordonez, of Don Anastasio Montes de Oca, the military storekeeper, and of surgeon Don Diego de 
Barrias, as these persons have some knowledge of the subject in question. 

God preserve you many years. 


To Don Jose Masor. FRANCISCO CASO Y LUNENGO. 


Pensacoia, May 23, 1818. 


It having come to my knowledge that you have passed the frontiers with the troops under your command, and 
that you are within the territory of this province of West Florida, which is subject to my government, | solemnly 
protest against this procedure as an offence against my sovereign, exhorting you, and requiring of you, in his name, 
to retire from it; as if you do not, and continue your aggressions, I shall repel force by force. 

The consequence in this case will, doubtless, be the effusion of blood, and also an interruption of the harmony 
which has hitherto reigned between our respective nations; but, as the repeller of an insult has never been deem- 
ed the aggressor, you will be responsible, both to God and man, for all the fatal consequences which may result. 


God preserve you many years. 
JOSE MASOT. 


The Commander of the American Troops. 


A copy of this protest was addressed to General Andrew Jackson, and sent by a Spanish officer, meeting the 
American army, shortly after it had passed the Escambia river. 
J. GADSDEN, 4id-de-camp. 


Heap-quarters, Division oF THE Soutu, Pensacota, May 24, 1818. 


Sir: 
The enclosed communication was forwarded to you by my aid-de-camp, Captain Gadsden, last evening; not 
finding you, however, in Pensacola, its delivery was delayed. 
I have entered Pensacola to provision my troops. I have only to add, that an immediate compliance with my 
demand is expected. Resistance on your part would be a needless sacrifice of men. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


Don Jose Masot, Governor of Pensacola, at Fort St. Charles, Barancas. 


Heap-quarTers, Division or THE Soutn, (on the line of march,) May 23, 1818. 


Sir: 

The Southern frontier of the United States has, for more than twelve months, been exposed to all the horrors 

of a cruel and savage war. A party of outlaws and refugees from the Creek nation, negroes who have fled from 
their masters, citizens of the United States, and sought an asylum in Florida, and the Seminole Indians, inhabiting 
the territory of Spain, all uniting, have raised the tomahawk, and, in the character of savage warfare, have neither 
regarded sex nor age; helpless women have been massacred, and the cradle crimsoned with the blood of innocence. 
The United States, true to their own engagements, and confiding in the faith of Spain to enforce existing treaties, 
never entertained a doubt but that these atrocities would early attract the attention of the Spanish Government, and 
that speedy and effectual measures would have been adopted for their suppression. Under this persuasion, a cordon 
of military posts was established to give immediate protection to such of our frontier settlers as were peculiarly 
exposed, and strict injunctions issued to the American officers to respect the territory of Spain, and not to attempt 
operations within its limits. These instructions were most scrupulously observed; and, notwithstanding the inac- 
tivity of the American troops had encouraged the Indians to the most daring and outrageous acts of violence 
against our citizens, the Government of the United States was still disposed to respect the territory of Spain, 
and confide in the ability of the Spanish Government to execute existing treaties, until advised through you that, 
with every disposition, the Spanish authorities had not the power of controlling the Indians in Florida; that their 
acts of late were viewed as equally hostile to the interests of Spain as those of the United States; that Spanish 
subjects were not exempted from the evils of which we complained, and that the negro establishment on the Appa- 
lachicola, and St. Juan rivers, were founded by British agents, contrary to the will of Spain. ‘Those representa- 
tions determined the President of the United States to adopt effectual measures to restore tranquillity to the 
Southern frontier of the American republic; and, pursuant to his orders, justifiable by the immutable laws of self- 
defence. I have penetrated into Florida, reduced to ashes the Seminole villages, destroyed their magazines of pro- 
visions, beaten their warriors whenever they hazarded a contest, dispersed some, and expelled others across the 
river. 
In the course of my operations, it became necessary to visit the Spanish fortress of St. Marks. Entering the 
territory of Spain to fight her battles, to relieve from bondage her subjects, and to chastise an Indian tribe whom 
she acknowledged, under existing treaties, she was bound to preserve at peace with the United States, I had every 
reason to expect that the American army would have been received as friends, and every facility afforded to insure 
success to operations so interesting to both Governments. 

My expectations have not been realized. It had been reported to me, direct from you, that Fort St. Marks had 
been threatened by the Indians and negroes, and you expressed serious apprehensions, from the weakness of the 
garrison, and defenceless state of the works, for its safety. From other sources to be relied on, the same informa- 
tion had been furnished me. It became necessary, therefore, to anticipate the movements of the enemy, and amicably 
to get possession of a work, the dislodging the enemy from which might cost me much precious blood. 

On entering St. Marks, evidence of the duplicity and unfriendly feelings of the commandant evinced itself. | 
found that the gates of his fort had been thrown open to the avowed savage enemies of the United States. That 
councils of war had been permitted to be held within his own quarters by the chiefs and warriors. That the 
Spanish store-houses had been appropriated to the use, and were then filled with goods belonging to the hostile 
party. ‘That cattle, knowingly plundered from the citizens of the United States, had been contracted for and pur- 
chased by the officers of the garrison, from the Spanish thieves. That foreign agents had free access within the 
walls of St. Marks, and a Mr. Arbuthnot, condemned and executed as the instigator of this war, an inmate in the 
commandant’s family. 
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From this fort was information afforded the enemy, of the strength and movements of my army, by the said 
Arbuthnot. the date of departure of express noted by the Spanish commissary, and ammunition, munitions of war, 
and all necessary supplies furnished. : s 

On my return from my operations east, your letter was received, positively refusing to permit (unless exorbitant 
duties were paid) any provisions passing up to the American fort on the Escambia. Connected with this strong indi- 
cation of an unfriendly disposition on your part, I have, learnt from the most unquestionable authority, that the city 
of Pensacola has, for some months past, been entirely under the control of the Indians; that free ingress and egress 
is permitted to the avowed savage enemy of the United States; that supplies of ammunition, munitions of war, and 
provisions, have been received by them from thence; that on the 15th of April last, there was no less than five hun- 
dred Indians in Pensacola, many of them known to be hostile to the United States, and who had but lately escaped 
my pursuit. The late massacre of eighteen individuals on the Federal road was committed by Indians, 
direct from their return to Pensacola, who were received by you and transported across the bay, to elude the par- 
suit of the American troops. The Americans returning, the savages were permitted to return. An Indian, 
wounded in pursuit by a party, for having killed a citizen of the United States, was openly, in the sight of many 
Americans, received by you, and every comfort administered. Such practices, if authorised by the King, would 
justify me in open hostilities. Disposed, however, to believe that it was one of the unauthorised acts of agents. I 
deem it politic and necessary to occupy Pensacola and the Barancas with an American garrison, until the Spanish 
Government can be advised of the circumstance, and have force sufficient to maintain, and agents disposed to 
enforce, existing treaties. 

This is the third time that the American troops have been compelled to visit Pensacola from the same causes. 
Twice had the enemy been expelled, and the place left in quiet possession of those who had permitted the irregular 
occupancy. ‘This time it must be held until Spain has the power or will to maintain her neutrality. : 

This is justitiable on the immutable principles of self-defence. ‘The Government of the United States is bound 
to protect her citizens; but weak would be all its efforts, and ineffectual the best advised measures, if the Floridas 
are to be free to every enemy, and on the pretext of policy or necessity, Spanish fortresses are to be opened to thei: 
use, and every aid and comfort afforded. I have been explicit. to preclude the necessity of a tedious negotiation. 
My resolution is fixed, and I have strength enough to enforce it. My army now occupies the old fort St. Michael, 
commanding Pensacola. If the town and the Barancas are peaceably surrendered, an inventory of all the property. 
ammunition, arms, &c. shall be taken by officers appointed by both parties, and the amvunt receipted for by me, to 
be accounted for by the American government. The property of Spanish subjects shall be respected; their religion 
and laws guarantied to them; the civil Government permitted to remain as now established, subject to the control 
of the military authority of the United States; the ingress and egress open to all individuals; commerce free to 
the subjects of Spain as usual; and the military furnished with transportation to Cuba. 

If the peaceable surrender be refused, I shall enter Pensacola by violence, and assume the Government until 
the transaction can be amicably adjusted by the two Governments. ‘The military in this case must be treated as 
prisoners of war. 

The proof supporting the accusation against your official station will justify this procedure. ; , 

In reply to your communication of the 22d instant, I have only to observe, that the clothing detained will be 
a subject for future friendly settlement. i 

How far the Indians, permitted to remain in the neighborhood of Pensacola, were friendly disposed to the citi- 
zens of the United States, is tested by the late massacre committed by them on the Alabama. 

The Red Ground chiefs, Muldecoxy and Holmes, avowedly hostile to the United States, were but lately seen 
in Pensacola, and a body of Indians descried a few days in the vicinity of the Barancas, in presence of several 
Spanish officers. ; 

By a reference to my communications of the 25th of March, you will see how far | have been the aggressor in 
the measure protested against. You are there distinctly advised of the objects of my operations, and that every 

attempt on your part to succor the Indians, or prevent the passage of my provisions in the Escambia, would be 
viewed in no other light than as hostile acts on your part. 

You have done both, and exposed my troops to the severest privations, by the detention occasioned by the exac- 
tion of duties on my provisions and vessels in Pensacola. You have therefore been the aggressor, and the blood 
which may be shed by a useless resistance on your part to my demand will rest on your head. Before God and 
man you will be responsible. 

This will be handed to you by my aid-de-camp, Captain Gadsden, by whom an answer is expected. 

ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


Don Jose Masot, Governor of Pensacola. 


[ TRANSLATION. ] 
Fortress or St. Cuaries or Barancas, May 24, 1818. 

Most EXCELLENT Sir: 

I received, at ten o’clock this morning, the two communications of your excellency of the 23d and of this day. 
As I have, in mine of the 18th instant, satisfactorily answered all the charges your excellency alleges in the former, 
I shall only add, with respect to the Indians, that [ notice your excellency is greatly misinformed, as the circum. 
stances to which you refer are, for the most part, unfounded; in proof of which, I will state that the only two Indians 
I have found since the peace negotiated by me, and the delivery of the eighty-seven to Major Young, are two who 
are in the prison, with three women and children. I ought to inform you that, long before the movements of your 
excellency, | had given orders at Appalachie that the Seminole Indians should not be succored,and even had placards 
posted up in Pensacola for the same purpose; passing over without notice only some unfortunate beings who, from 
time immemorial, had furnished the people with wood, as I have stated. 

Your excellency lays to my charge the blood which may be shed by my refusal to deliver up the province, as your 
excellency requests; which I shall never do, nor can [, without covering myself with dishonor at the close of my 
life and of my long military career. [am firmly persuaded your excellency would, in my case, do the same, as you 
would not venture to stain the honorable laurels with which you are adorned. No nation, whatever may be its mo- 
tives, can violate the territory of another, especially when no demands have previously been made of its Govern- 
ment. Your excellency has violated the Spanish territory in Appalachie, by taking possession of that fort, and pull- 
ing down its flag, when you could have adopted more conciliatory measures, which would more and more have 
cemented and strengthened the good understanding subsisting between our respective Governments. 

On the 2ist of the present month, by your excellency’s order, Don Pedro Philibert and other inhabitants remained 
seem in their houses, on their parole of honor. To day, at eleven o’clock, before Captain Gadsden arrived at 

ensacola, your excellency’s army entered, and made prisoners on parole Don Pedro de Alba, the interpreter, (who 
translated your before named corimunications, and who is the bearer of these,) and, I believe, all the military, and, 
of course, broke up the seven posts [puntos] stationed with the same number of officers and two chiefs for the main- 
tenance of the tranquillity of the place. 

These facts being incontrovertible, I ask, who but your excellency will be responsible for the blood that may be 
shed, as you declare, in your letter, that you are about to take possession of Pensacola and Barancas? I protest be- 
fore God and man that my conduct is blameless, and that my ardent desires are, as they ever have been, to contri- 
bute to the peace and tranquillity of our respective nations; for, besides the sincerity of my intentions, I have in 
view the message of the President to the Congress of the United States on the 25th of March last, and its tenor as- 
sured me that no aggressions were to be expected from the troops of the said States. Such, however, this province 
has, unfortunately, suffered from the operations of your excellency in Appalachie and Pensacola. 

I expect from the generosity of your excellency, first, that you will set the officers and troops which garrisoned 
Pensacola at liberty; and that, after supplying your army with provisions, you will shortly evacuate the territory of 
this province, and not carry on a partial war against West Florida at a time when our nations are in profound peace. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Don Lui Piemas, temporary commandant of Pensacola, is duly authorized to exercise m 
functions, and to receive the communications of your excellency, which he will faithfully remit to me, and to whic 
I will give the promptest answers, to be transmitted to you through the bearer of this, the interpreter, Don Pedro de 
Alba. Finally, if, contrary to my hopes, your excellency should persist in your intention to occupy this fortress, 
which L am resolved to defend to the last extremity, I shall repel force by force; and he who resists aggressions can 
never be considered an aggressor. 

God preserve your excellency many years. 
JOSE MASOT. 
His Excellency AnprEw Jackson, 
Major General, commanding the army of the United States. 


Heap quarters, Division or THE Soutu, Pensacota, May 25, 1818. 
Sir: 

The accusations against you are founded on the most unquestionable evidence. I have the certificates of indi- 
viduals who, on the 23d instant, at or near the little bayou, counted seventeen Indians in company of several Spanish 
officers. 

1 have only to repeat that the Barancas must be occupied by an American garrison, and again to tender you the 
terms offered, if amicably surrendered. Resistance would be a wanton sacrifice of blood, for which you and your 
garrison will have to atone. You cannot expect to defend yourself successfully, and the first shot from your fort 
must draw down upon you the vengeance of an irritated soldiery. [am well advised of your strength, and cannot 
but remark on the inconsistency of presuming yourself capable of resisting an army which has conquered the Indian 
tribes, too strong, agreeably to your own acknowledgment, to be controlled by you. If the force which you are now 
disposed wantonly to sacrifice had been wielded against the Seminoles, the American troops had never entered the 
Floridas. 

I applaud your feeling asa soldier in wishing to defend your post; but when resistance is ineffectual, and the 
opposing force overwhelming, the sacrifice of a few brave men is an act of wantonness, for which the commanding 


officer must be accountable to his Ged. 
ANDREW JACKSON, 


Major General, commanding Division of the South. 
Don Jose Masor, Commanding Barancas. 


(TRANSLATION. ] 
Mosr EXCELLENT Sir: Pensacora, May 26, 1818. 


On the 24th of the present month, Captain Amelung, of the Ist United States’ regiment, put into my hands 
your excellency’s letter, dated at Washington, Mississippi Territory, on the 23d of April lasts in which, after ap- 
prising me that your Government had given it in charge to you to inform me that the Fort of the Negroes, erected 
during the late war with Great Britain, near the junction of the Chatahoochee and Flint rivers, had been reinforced, 
and was now occupied by more than two hundred and fifty negroes, many of whom were seduced from the service 
of their masters, (who are citizens of the United States.) and that all of them are weil armed, provisioned, and dis- 
ciplined, you make many wise reflections with respect to the serious injuries which may result from tolerating 
such an establishment, not only to those in the immediate neighborhood of it, by destroying the peace of the nation, 
but likewise to the good understanding which happily exists between our respective Governments. You enter into 
an investigation to show what the Spanish authorities ought to do to put an end to an evil of so serious a nature, in a 
mode prescribed by those principles of good faith, which are the foundation of friendly neighborhood among nations. 
You distinctly state what this Government ought immediately to do; in failure of which, your Government will be 
obliged to do it, to ensure the safety of the inhabitants of the United States; and you conclude by requesting me to 
state, in my answer to your letter, whether the said fort had been constructed by the Spanish Government, and whe- 
ther the negroes who composed its garrison were deemed subjects of His Catholic Majesty; and, if the fort was not 
built by Spanish authority, to state by what authority and by whose order it was built. 

In answer to your excellency, [ will state (with the veracity which comports with the character of an honorable 
officer, in which class | rank myself,) that, having arrived at the place nearly at the close of the month of March 
preceding, and being informed of what your excellency has communicated to me, (with this difference, that the fort, 
instead of being where you placed it, is to be found on the eastern bank of the Appalachicola, at about fifteen miles 
from its mouth or entrance into the sea,) L lost no time in proposing to my Captain General the measures which ap- 
peared to me proper, as well for securing the inhabitants of the country under my command from the damage, loss, 
and injuries which they have suffered, and still suffer, from this establishment, as to prevent the American citizens 
and the friendly Indians of the neighborhood from continuing to experience them. I have hitherto received no an- 
swer; and, consequently, your excellency (who knows how limited are the powers of a subordinate officer) can- 
not be surprised that | should make known to you that, although my mode of thinking exactly corresponds with 
yours as to the dislodging of the negroes from the fort, the occupying it with Spanish troops, or destroying it, and 
delivering the negroes who may be collected to their lawful owners, I shall not be able to act until I receive the 
orders of my Captain General, and the assistance necessary to enable me to undertake the enterprise with a moral 
certainty of accomplishing the end. I am persuaded that the determination of the said chief cannot be long delayed, 
and, should it authorize me to act. your excellency may rest assured and persuaded that [ will not lose an instant 
in adopting, on my part, the most efficacious measures for cutting up by the root an evil which is felt to the full ex- 
tent stated in your letter by the inhabitants of this province, who are subjects of my sovereign, and whose prosperity 
and tranquillity it is my duty to preserve and protect. 

With this explanation, your beforenamed letter may be considered fully answered, as it gives you to understand 
that, thinking as your excellency thinks with respect to the necessity of destroying the negroes, the fort of Appala- 
chicola, occupied by them, was not constructed by order of the Spanish Government; and that the negroes, although 
in part belonging to inhabitants of this province, and, as rational beings, may be subjects of the King my master, are 
deemed by me insurgents or rebels against the authority not only of His Catholic Majesty, but also of the proprie- 
tors from whose service they have withdrawn themselves; some seduced by the English Colonel Edward Nicholls, 
Major Woodbine, and their agents; and others from their inclination to run off. But as your excellency manifests 
a particular desire that, in case the fort was not erected by Spanish authority, | should state by whose order it was 
erected, I have no difficulty in satisfying your curiosity, by informing you that I have understood, ever since my 
arrival at this place, that the said fort, aud another near the confluence of the Chatahoochee and Flint rivers, (which, 
it appears, no longer exists,) were built by the orders of the beforenamed Colonel Nicholls. I will not assure you he 
did it under authority from his Government; but I can say he proceeded to place artillery, munitions, and provisions 
in it, by the arrangement of Vice Admiral Malcolm; and that when Colonel Nicholls and the troops of his detach- 
ment, alter the conclusion of the expedition against Louisiana, withdrew from that point, he left orders with the ne- 
groes totally contrary to the incontestable right of sovereignty which the King my master exercises from the line of 
the thirty-first degree of north latitude to the south. My predecessors in the Government have given an account of 
all these actions to the authorities on whom they depended, that the satisfaction which the violation required might 
be demanded by thuse on whom this duty devolves. 

_ [think I have answered your excellency’s letter satisfactorily, and in terms which cannot leave a doubt of the 
sincerity of my intentions in favor of the common cause of the American and Spanish inhabitants, and that my pre- 
sent inaction des not proceed from a want of inclination. 

I likewise flatter myself that, until my Captain General decides, no steps will be taken by the Government of the 
United States, or by your excellency, which may be prejudicial to the sovereignty of the King my master in the dis- 
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trict of Appalachicola, which is a dependency of this Government. And, finally, I conclude by assuring your ex- 
cellency that it will afford me particular satisfaction to have opportunities of eviwcing my desire not only to contri- 
bute, so far as depends on me, to the cementing of the good understanding which subsists between our respective 
Governments, but also to prove to your excellency the high opinion I entertain of your virtues and military talents. 


od preserve your excellency many years. 
MAURICIO DE ZUNIGA. 
His Excellency A. Jackson. 


Fort Gapspen, May 2, 1818. 
Sir: 

We beg leave to submit to you the following statement of facts: On the 13th December, 1817, we were 
violently torn from our settlements on the Appalachicola river by a number of Indians headed by Chenubby, a chief 
from the Fowltown tribe, carried to Mickasuky, and delivered to Kenhajah, King of the Mickasukians. Kenha- 
jah carried us to the negro towns on Suwaney, and thence’to the Spanish fort St. Marks, to the commandant of 
which he delivered us as prisoners captured under the orders of a Mr. Arbuthnot, reported to us as a British agent. 
At St. Marks we were treated as prisoners, and not permitted to wander beyond the walls of the garrison. 

Whilst at that port the ingress and egress of the Indians, hostile to the United States, was unrestrained, and 
several councils were held, at one of which Kenhajah, King of the Mickasukians, Francis or Hillis Hago, Hamath- 
lemeco, the chief of Autesses, and the chief of the Kolemies, all of the old Red Stick partys; and Jack Mealy, chief 
of the Ochewas, were present. When it was reported that the chiefs, and that warriors were entering Fort St. 
Marks for the purpose of hoiding a council, Hambly represented to the commandaut the impropricty of permitting 
such proceedings within the walls of a Spanish fortress, the officer of which was bound to preserve and enforce the 
treaties existing between the King of Spain and the United States; he replied to Hambly with some degree of 
warmth, observing that it was not in his power to prevent it. On the Indians coming into the fort, at their request, 
we were confined. The council was held in the commandant’s quarters, he, the commandant, was present, but 
strictly forbade the intrusion of any of the officers of the garrison. 

The Indians were in the habit of driving to Fort St. Marks, and disposing of cattle to the commandant and other 
Spanish officers. While at that port three or four droves were brought in acknowledged by the Indians to have 
been stolen from the citizens of the United States, and purchased by the Spanish officers. 

We were present at most of these contracts, and Hambly often referred to as an interpreter between the pur- 
chaser and seller. 

Chenubby, a Fowltown Indian, once applied to Hambly to mention to the commandant that he was about 
visiting the frontiers of Georgia on a plundering expedition, and wished to know whether he would purchase the 
cattle brought in. A contract was entered into, and Chenubby, some time after, brought in and disposed of eleven 
head of cattle to the Spanish commandant of Fort St. Marks. ‘These same cattle were those purchased by you from 


the commandant as his private property. WM. HAMBLY 
° rf . 
EDM’D DOYLE. 


P Fort GapspEn, May 3, 1818. 
IR: 

In conversation with the commandant at Fort St. Marks, on the subject of having that work occupied by an 
American garrison, | had occasion to notice the aid and comfort that the hostile party of Indians had received as 
reported from him; that they had free access within the walls of his fort, and that it was well known no small sup- 
plies of ammunition had been received from that quarter. 

In reply he stated that his conduct had been governed by policy, the defenceless state of his work, and the 
weakness of his garrison compelled him to conciliate the frienehip of the Indians, to supply their wants, to grant 
what he had not the power to deny, and to throw open, with apparent willingness, the gates of his fortress, lest 
they should be forced by violence. ; ay 

That he had been repeatedly threatened by Indians and negroes, and that his security depended upon exhibitin 
an external friendship. After Fort St. Marks was occupied by the American troops a black man and Spanis 
soldier was reported to me as having been arrested clad in the American uniform, recognised as part of the clothing 
- om sages and seventh regiments, captured in the buat commanded by Lieutenant Scott, in ascending the Appa- 
achicola river. 

In explanation the Spanish commandant observed, that his soldiers and the Seminole Indians were in the habit 
of trading with each other, and that this negro, with others of his garrison, had received his permission to purchase 
some clothing reported to have been brought in by the Indians. 

Respectfully, &c. 
JAMES GADSDEN, 4id-de-camp. 

Major General A. Jackson, 

Commanding Southern Division U. S. Army. 


I certify that, on the 23d of May, being in the Bayou which enters Pensacola Bay, one and a half miles from 
the town, I saw at the ferry, on the road to Barancas,a number of Indians, I think about seventeen, in company 
with four Spanish officers. The officers were carried over, and the boat returned to ferry over the Indians. I saw 
one buat-load landed on the side next the Barancas. ‘The Indians concealed themselves in the bushes on discover- 


ing us. 
‘ RICHARD BRICKHAM. 
Witness: T. Cross, Lieutenant of Infantry. 


I certify that I was in the boat with Brickham at the place and_ time mentioned in the above certificate; that I 
saw several Indians in company with four Spanish officers. ‘The officers were ferried over with one Indian. I did 
not see the Indians ferried over; they concealed themselves on discovering us. h 

JOHN BONNER, his x mark. 


Witness: T. Cross, Lieutenant of Infantry. 


Witness to both certificates: Wau. S. Futon, 
Private Secretary to Commanding General. 


We certify that, being in Fort St. Charles, Barancas, on the 28th of May, 1818, in the afternoon, soon after the 
American troops took possession of the work, and as the Spanish troops were marching out, we saw an Indian 
carried out by some of the Spanish soldiers; he was laid on the back to be put on board a boat; he was wounded 
in the leg or thigh, and had every appearance of having been engaged in the defence of the fort. 

WM. RUSSELL, Captain of Spies. 
JAS. L. BELL, Captain of ist Reg. T. V. M. G. M. 
Witness: Wm. S. Furron, 
Private Secretary to Commanding General. 


We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that, at the capture of Fort St. Marks, East Florida, by Major General 
Andrew Jackson, on the 7th April, 1818, there were some cattle purchased on account of the United. States, and 
turned over to us, which we are of an opinion had been driven from the frontiers of Georgia, (a part of them at 
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least) and we were strengthened in our opinion by a number of officers and men from Georgia offering to swear to 
a number of them as the property of their neighbors and friends. 
Given under our hands, at Fort Gadsden, this 3d of May, 1818. 
JACOB R. BROOKS, ct. Cont. Agent, U. S. Army. 
PETER CONE, 4ssistant Commissary. 


We, the undersigned officers and men of the Georgia militia, in the service of the United States, do hereby 
certify that we were at Fort St. Marks, East Florida, at the time of its capture by Major General A. Jackson, on 
the 7th April, 1818, and saw some cattle that were purchased on account of the United States, from the Spanish 
authorities, which we were ready to swear to as the property of our friends and neighbors in Georgia. 


Given under our hands, at Fort Gadsden, this 3d of May, 1818. 
ANDREW F. FRAZER, Captain. 
DANIEL F. SULLIVAN, G. M. 8S. 


Fort Gapspen, May 3, 1818. 


After the occupancy of Fort St. Marks with American troops, on the 7th of April last, it became my duty 
to take charge of some goods found in one of the public stores. 

These goods were pointed out by the Spanish commandant, who, through Mr. Hambly xs interpreter, separated 
several of the articles claimed as his own private property, and designated others as the property of Francis or 
Hillis Hajo, and Arbuthnot, a British agent or trader: an inventory of these were taken, oe 9 deposited with the 
American officer left in command at Fort St. Marks. 

With respect, &c. 
D. E. TWIGGS, Brevet Major 7th Infantry. 


[ certify that I acted as interpreter in the transaction above alluded to, and two separate parcels of goods were 


designated by the Spanish commandant of St. Marks as belonging to Hillis Hajo and Arbuthnot. 
WM. HAMBLY. 


Sir: 


Fort Montcomery, June 2, 1818. 


I certify that between the 5th and 17th of May, 1818, whilst at Fort Gadsden on the Appalachicola river, I was 
informed by a Mr. Larua and Benneto Gassea, both citizens of, and at that time direct from, Pensacola, that, at the 
time of their departure thence, there were five hundred [Indians in and about Pensacola; and I further certify that, 
on my arrival at Pensacola on the 23d of May, I was informed by Mr. Skeets, and other citizens of that place, that, 
on the 22d, which was the day before my arrival, Holmes, a noted Redstick, with his party, had left Pensacola to 
proceed to the Choctawhatchy for safety, having been for several days previous in town. 

All which I certify on honor. WM. HAMBLY. 
Witness: Wm. 8S. Futtron, Private Secretary of the Commanding General. 


I do hereby certify that, during my long residence on the river Appalachicola, my knowledge of the Indian lan- 
guage, and my intimate acquaintance with the different chiefs, gave me many opportunities of knowing, through them, 
the advices given them from time to time by the Governors of West Florida, hostile to the United States. In the 
year 1812 or 1813, I saw a letter from the Governor of Pensacola to the late chief of the Seminoles, Thomas Perry- 
man, advising him to collect his forces and join his upper town brethren, whom he said had come to a determination 
to rise in arms and shake off the American yoke; he would supply them in arms and ammuaition, and he said he 
was sure that in less than a month their fathers and protectors, the Spaniards, would have a sufficient army in the 
field to aid and protect them. Not long after I saw this letter, a large party of Indians went down to Pensacola, 
where they received a large supply of ammunition and some arms; it was but shortly after this, when they attacked 
and destroyed the garrison of Fort Mims; this was the commencement of the first Indian war; on the 13th of Decem- 
ber last, when en my plantation on the Appalachicola, I was made a prisoner of by a party of Seminole Indians, and 
was taken up to the Ochesee Bluff in company with Mr. Doyle, who was made a prisoner of with me. ‘They kept 
us there three days, during which time they were busily engaged with some transports, which were then ascending 
the river to Fort Scott; from thence they took us to the Mickasukey, where the Indians informed me that they had 
been told by the commandant of St. Marks that war was declared between Spain and the United States. From this 
place we were carried to the Suwaney, when Kenhagee, principal chief of the Seminoles, told me that we had been 
taken and robbed by order of Arbuthnot, and brought there to be tried by him. Shortly after we reached this, Ar- 
buthnot arrived from Providence, when we were tried and sentenced by said Arbuthnot to be tortured. This sen- 
tence was not put in execution by the friendly interference of Mr Cook, clerk to Arbuthnot, and the negro chief 
Nero. We were then conducted back to the Mickasukey, then Kenhagee went down to the Fort of St. Marks to 
consult the commandant if he would take us as prisoners, to keep at his order. They held a council among the 
neighboring chiefs, and on the fifth day he returned and ordered us to be conducted down next morning. We ar- 
rived at St. Marks on the 12th of February at night. The Spanish officers received us kindly, but the commandant 
did not forget to remind us that we were still prisoners, and marked out that night the limits of our prison they 
rigidly kept during the time of our stay. Next morning the first thing that presented itself tomy view, was my_sad- 
dle horse, which had been taken from me by the Indians; he was in the possession of the commissary. | mentioned 
it to the commandant, but he said that he bought him of an Indian, and he could do nothing in it. A few days after, 
in the course of conversation, I mentioned it to the Spanish Doctor; he assured me that two-thirds of the property 
taken from us by the Indians had been bought by the commissary and others in the fort; the plundered property taken 
from Georgia, was every day luckily bought by the commandant and others; [ knew one instance of an Indian mak- 
ing an engagement with the commandant for cattle, that he was then going to plunder, and in fourteen or fifteen 
days brought them in and sold them. On our first arrival at St. Marks we had, by help of a friendly Indian, con- 
veyed intelligence to our friends in Pensacola of our situation, and they sent us on a small vessel to effect our escape. 
At her arrival, the commandant said to us that he had no objection to our getting out of the power of the Indians, but 
that he should first demand a written obligation that we should never return to that country, nor hold communica- 
tion directly or indirectly with the United States Government, or any of her officers; this being settled, we left St. 
Marks in the night of the 28th March, and joined Captain McKeever in his gunboats in the bay of Appalachicola; 
on the 30th returned with him to St. Marks, where we joined General Jackson on the 6th of April. 

Given under my hand this 24th of July. 
WM. HAMBLY. 


Province or West Fioripa, Town or Pensacoia, September 18, 1818. 


[n pursuance with an order to me directed by Colonel William King, civil and military Governor of said province, 
(a copy whereof is hereto annexed,) I caused to appear before me, at the quarters of Captain Hugh Young, of the 
army of the United States, in this town, the following persons, viz: Manuel Gonzales, Dr. Brosnaham, William 
Cooper, J. Dauphin, — Skeate, Felippa Prieto, Joachim Barrelas, P. Alba, Jun. Jose Bonefi, (Marian) and 
Charles Leseau, to answer, on oath, such interrogatories, not tending to criminate themselves, as might be propounded 
to them by Captain Young, relating to the intercourse which took place between the late Spanish authorities of this 
province, and the hostile Thdians, during the recent war with the United States. 





Joachim Barrelas, being duly sworn, declares, that he has frequently seen parties of Indians in the town of Pen- 
sacola since the month of November, 1817; says that parties of Indians have been provisioned by the late authorities 
at this place, on several occasions; has frequently heard, and believed that the Indians were in the habit of bringing 
into this place, horses, cattle, &c. for the purpose of selling them and other plunder; says he was at Barancas at 
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the time that General Jackson came to Pensacola, in May last; deponent acted there as commissary, and knows that 
several Indians went from town down to Barancas, with the Spanish forces, and took refuge in the fort; that at the 
same time several small parties were encamped about the Barancas; that, upon the arrival of General Jackson before 
the Barancas, ‘Tapaulca and family were also in the fort; deponent has seen said chief several times in Pensacola, 
and believes him to be either a Creek or Seminole Indian; that while deponent was at Barancas, and subsequently 
to the said month of November, 1817, he saw an Indian named Luna, an express from St. Marks, cross over from 
Santa Rosa Island, to Barancas, with despatches for the Governor here; says that since the said month of Novem- 
ber, 1817, Governor Masot, being himself at Barancas, did order this deponent to give rations to several parties of 
Indians then there, of at least from thirty to forty strong, men, women and children, 


JOACHIM BARRELAS. 


George Skeate, being duly sworn, declares, that he has constantly resided in the town of Pensacola since Novem~ 
ber, 1817, since which, > has repeatedly seen at different times in said town, from thirty to forty Indians; has not 
seen any ammunition given to the Indians within the period above alluded to; has heard, and believes, that horses, 
cattle, &c. were brought into this place by the Indians and sold, which deponent, however, did not see. Deponent 
believes that the late Governor Masot was well acquainted with the! several murders that were committed on the 
neighboring American frontier; knows of no supplies furnished by order of the Spanish Government, since about 
the month of March, 1817, when a supply of knives, a few blankets, and some copper kettles, were furnished and 
delivered to a party of Indians, for the purpose, as was then said, of acting against the insurgents who were expected; 
that the said party of Indians shortly after disappeared, and nothing more was heard of then. Deponent saw, on the 
day that Major Young attacked a party of Indians in the neighborhood of this town, a number of Indians whom he 
believes were sent, (or went themselves,) across the bay in a boat belonging to Don Antonio Modina, Captain of 


t! t. 
le por GEORGE SKEATE. 


Mr. Charles Le Jeune, being duly sworn, declares, that he has resided in Pensacola since November, 1817, since 
which he has frequently seen in this town, or its vicinity, parties of upwards of a hundred Indians encamped; that 
these parties were armed with rifles, or with the arms that were furnished them by the English; that although he can- 
not state that those parties had received ammunition from the Spanish Government here, he nevertheless can, and does 
state that the said parties were provisioned from the King’s stores, by Prieto, King’s storekeeper; that previous to No- 
vember, 1817, the Government was regularly in the habit of giving out ammunition to the [ndians, from a store which 
was expressly for that purpose here; that on the day that Major Young attacked the Indians near this town, there 
was a considerable number encamped near the water side in town, who, upon hearing the report of the fire-arms, 
crossed the bay in their own boats, and in other larger boats belonging to others. 


CHARLES LE JEUNE. 


William Cooper, being duly sworn, declares, that he has resided in Pensacola since November, 1817, during which 
period he has frequently seen in town and its vicinity, several parties of Indians—saw one in particular with some 
sheet lead, and has heard that the Indians had introduced some clothes into town that looked like American manu- 
facture; states, also, that Tapaulca was Red Stick chief, and had been frequently about Pensacola, for several years 
past. 


WILLIAM COOPER. 


Pensacoia, September 19, 1818. 
I certify that the foregoing depositions were sworn to and subscribed before me on this day. 


M. McKENSEY, Sen. 
Justice of the Peace in and for town of Pensacola, West Florida. 


Joun Durry, being duly sworn, declares as follows: 


Question. Have you resided in and about Pensacola since November, 1817? 
Answer. I have. 


Question. Have you seen in said town, or its vicinity, within or since that period, any Indians? 
Answer. I have. 


Question. How ring | did you see at any particular time? 
a 


Answer. About the latter end of last spring [ saw in town from fifty to sixty Indians, but few of them were 


armed; because they were prohibited from coming into town armed. I suppose their arms were left in their camps 
in the neighborhood. 


Question. How did these Indians subsist themselves, and how did they procure ammunition? 
Answer. Probably from Government here; of this, however, I am not certain. . 
Question. sg you see any horses, cattle, or other plunder, brought into this place by the Indians? 
Answer. No. 


Question. How many Indians were in Pensacola, and its neighborhood, at the time that Major Young attacked 
a party near this town? 


Answer. Of all descriptions, viz: men, women, and children, there must have been a considerable numbers 
not less probably than one hundred and fifty or sixty. 


Question. When Major Young attacked the party near town, how did those in town find.means to escape 
across the bay? 


Answer. I have understood, and believe that they were set across by order of the Governor. 
SANTIAGO PAUPHIN. 
A true copy: R. H. Cart, 2. Z. C. 


Joseru Bonert, being duly sworn, declares as follows, viz: 


Question. Have vou lived in Pensacola since November, 1817? 
Answer. I have. 


Question. Have you not between that period and the approach of the American forces, under Major General 
Jackson, repeatedly seen divers parties of hostile Indians in this town or its neighborhood? 

Answer. I have. Indeed, between the said month of November and the time that the hostile party surrendered 
to Major Young, there were more or less in town; sometimes in numbers considerable, sometimes fewer. 

Question. How, or by whom, were those Indians subsisted, and from whom, or by what means, did they procure 
ammunition and other warlike stores or weapons? 

Answer. I have understood, and do believe, that they were fed by the Government here; as to ammunition, 
&c. I cannot state how they procured supplies, except it might have been from the stores about town. ; 


Question. Have you seen or been informed of any horses, cattle, or other plunder, having been brought in 
— by the — within the time above alluded to? 
Answer. No. 


JOSEPH BONEFI. 
PENSACOLA. 


M. McKENSEY, Sev. 
Justice of the Peace in and for Pensacolu, West Florida. 


Both depositions sworn to and subscribed before me, September 19, 1818. 


A true copy: R. H. Cau, 4. £.. C. 
91 m 
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[TRANSLATION. ] 


Proposals which the civil and military commandant of the Province of West Florida makes to His Excellency 
Andrew Jackson, General-in-chief of the American army, before the Fort San Carlos de Barancas. 


ist. The fort of Barancas will be delivered to the troops of the United States, under the following conditions: 
[ Approved, with the exceptions made following each article, and possession given at one o’clock past morning 


this day.] , 

2d. ‘The garrison of the fort of Barancas will march out, to be transported to the Havana, on the day and hour 
which shall be agreed upon, with all the honors of wars drums beating:-with arms and baggage. Those employed 
in the Royal Finance, and others attached to this department, shall also be transported to the same port. 

[A roster to be furnished of all the military and civil officers of the garrison of Fort Barancas; the troops to 
march out as expressed in this article: their arms to be stacked at the foot of the glacis, and left in possession of 


the American army until the day of embarcation, when they will be resfored. } 

3d. ‘The commandant of the province, the officers of his staff of the artillery and engineers, the officers and 
troops, shall carry with them their arms and personal effects, and shall also have the liberty of disposing of their 
property of every kind, with perfect security to the purchasers. — 

[ All titles for property legally derived from the Crown of Spain will be respected.) 

4th. The garrison shall be embarked on account of the United States; every person of the military class, or of 
the Royal Finance, shall receive, during the passage, such rations as are allowed to every grade by the regulations 
of Spain. ; ; 

[ Approved, so far as relates to the transportation of the garrison, and the Spanish rations allowed, provided they 
do not exceed the American ration, in which case the American ration only will be allowed.] 


5th. A competent number of vessels shall be furnished for embarking the personal effects, papers, and other pro- 
perty belonging to the commandant, dfticers, and others in the Royal ye and particularly the sae of the 
secretary’s office of the Government, which are in Pensacola; those of the Department of the oyal Finance, and 
of the civil and military employ. ‘These papers shall not be subjected to any inspection or recognisance, under the 
pledge of their containing nothing foreign to the functions of the said persons. 

{Approved. An estimate of the necessary transportation to be furnished, agreeably to established usage. ] 

6th. The sick, wounded, and all those who are now, or may fall sick previous to the embarcation of the troops 
for the Havana, shall be maintained by the Government of the United States until cured, and shall have the same 
privileges as the rest of the garrison; those who are in a situation shall be embarked at the same time with it, and 
all shall be under the care of, and attended by, the surgeon and other individuals of the Spanish military hospital. 

[ Approved. ] 

7th. The garrison of Pensacola, and the prisoners, as also those in the employ of the Royal Finance, shall enjoy 
the same privileges as the garrison of Barancas, and shall likewise be transported to the Havana, uniting the former 
to the latter, and all shall remain in the quarters they occupied in Pensacola until the moment of embarcation for 


the port of Havana. ; ' ; 5 . 
[Approved. An estimate of the necessary transportation to be furnished, and included in the estimate, for the 


garrison of Fort Barancas.]} 

8th. During their stay the United States will furnish to the King’s storekeeper, under documents from the Royal 
officers, such articles of provisions as may be deficient or not in the King’s stores, to complete the rations of the 
troops dependants; those in the King’s employ, and their respective families, according to the allowance made by 
the regulations of Spain; the reimbursement thereof remaining subject to the decision of the Governments of Spain 


and the United States. in ; : ; : ; lh. We ; 
{ An inventory of the provisions in possession of the Spanish commissary to be forthwith furnished. The rations 


allowed subject to the limitation in the fourth article. ] 


9th. The provisions actually existing in the King’s stores of Pensacola and Barancas shall be transported to the 
former, in order that they may serve for the said supply of rations. 

(Approved. ] 

10th. An inventory, and a duplicate thereof, shall be made by the military storekeeper, and such officer of 
artillery as the commandant of this corps may name, and such other as may be appointed by the general of the troops 
of the United States, of the artillery, powder, military stores, and other effects belonging to this department, in 
Pensacola, and Barancas. ; : ; ; 

(Approved. Major Peters, of the artillery, appointed on the part of the American Government. } 

{1th. Persons and property shall be respected; concessions and sales of land made by the competent authorities 
shall be valid and guarantied by the American Government at whatever time they may have been made, and until 


the date hereof. ; ; ant ; . : 
[All titles legally derived from the Crown of Spain, prior to this date, guarantied and respected. } 
12th. The commandant of engineers shall name an officer, who, with another whom the General of the American 
army may appoint, shall make an inventory, and a duplicate thereof, of the number and state of the royal edifices, 


in the same manner as is stated for the department of artillery. ; 
[ Approved, and Lieutenant Sands of the artillery appointed on the part of the American Government.)  ;. 


13th. The military officers, and those in the service of all and the several departments, may embark with them 
their wives, children, and servants; in which number are to be included the families of those of- the said classes 
who may be absent. Those: who have property to dispose of, or affairs to settle, may remain the time necessary for 
these purposes. ‘The American authority shall afford them every protection during their stay, and they shall enjoy 
the same privileges as the rest of the garrison, and be transported to the Havana on account of the United States. 

[Inadinissible, so far as it regards transportation being allowed to the families of those officers not present, and 
servants not attending upon the persons of the officers and their families. Those individuals disposed to remain in 
Florida will be respected, and pretected in all civil and personal rights; and, if not embracing the transportation 
allowed at the present period, they must furnish their own at a future period. ] 

14th. The storekeeper general shall form an inventory of the small vessels and craft, and of the other effects 
under his charge, in the same way as stated for the department of artillery. ‘ 

[Approved, and Lieut. Parkhurst, quartermaster of artillery, appointed on behalf of the American Government. } 

15th. The officers and troops of this garrison, with their equipage, shall be transported to Pensacola, where they 
shall remain, as already stated, until embarked for the Havana. 

(Approved. ] " 

17th. ‘The Alabama chief, with his family, now in this fort, and who has been reported to Major Young, shall be 


included in this —— and transported to the Havana. . : 
[Approved. His name to be entered in an article, and the Spanish Government guarantying that he never 


returns to the Floridas. } 
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18. ‘The Catholic religion shall be maintained, with its ministers, and free exercise. 
[A free toleraticn to all religions guarantied.} 


_ 19th. This capitulation is made under the confidence that the general of the American troops will comply 
= his offer of returning integral this province, in the state in which he receives it, as explained in his official 
etters. 


[ Approved, and the restoration made under the conditions expressed in General Jackson’s communication to the 
Governor of Pensacola, the 23d of May. ] 


20th. If any doubt should arise as to the meaning of the articles of this capitulation, they shall be construed in 
the manner most favorable to the Spanish garrison. 


[The above articles to be interpreted agreeably to their literal and expressed meaning. } 


2ist. The present capitulation shall be signed and exchanged by the general of the American army and the 
commandant of this province, as soon as possible, and, at latest, by five o’clock in the afternoon; each party respec - 
tively being in possession of an original. 
{ Approved. } 
Forr or San Cartos pe Barancas, May 28, 1818.—7 o'clock in the morning. 


JOSE MASOT. 


Camp NeAR Fort Barancas, May 28, 1818. 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major General Commanding. 


Additional articles, which are to have the same force as the primary, and which extend to the fulfilment of what 
has been agreed upon. 


Ist. The name required of the Alabama chief is Opayhola. The commandant of this province engages, in the 
name of his Government, that the said chief shall never return to the Floridas. 
[ Approved. ] 


_ 2d. If any vessels of war of His Catholic Majesty, destined for this port, should arrive with a supply of pro- 
visions or money, they shall be freely admitted, as well as Spanish merchant vessels. 


San Cartos pE Barancas, May 28, 1818—5 o’clock in the afternoon. 
JOSE MASOT. 


Camp, NEAR Fort Barancas, May 28, 1818. 


ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major General Commanding. 


Heap-quarters, Division oF THE Sourn, 
ApsuTantr GeNERAL’s Orrice, Barancas, May 29, 1818. 
FeL_tow Souipiers: 

You were called into the field to punish savages and negroes, who had, in a sanguinary manner, used the 
tomahawk and scalping-knife upon our helpless citizens upon the frontier. You have pursued them to Mickasukey. 
St. Marks, Suwaney, and lastly to this place, through an unexplored wilderness, encountering immense difficulties 
and privations, which you met with the spirit of American soldiers, without a murmur. 

our general anticipated a close of the campaign on his return to Fort Gadsden, and hailed the hour with feel- 
ings of gratitude to Heaven, at the prospect of relieving you from your labors, by placing you in quarters, and return- 
ing you to your homes; but how great was the disappointment, when he heard of the recent murders committed on 
the Alabama, by a party of the enemy from Pensacola, where they were furnished with provisions and ammunition 
by a friendly Power. Under this state of things, you were marched here, encountering difficulties which you alone 
can properly appreciate, meeting on the way the protest of the Governor of West Florida, threatening to employ 
force if we did not immediately evacuate the country. This new and unexpected enemy was soon taught to feel 
the impotence of his threats. You entered Pensacola without resistance, and the strong fortress of the Barancas 
could hold out but one day against your determined courage. Your general cannot help admiring the spirit and 
military zeal manifested, when it was signified that a resort to storming would be necessary; and would do injustice 
to his feelings, did he not particularly notice the judgment displayed by his aid-de-camp, Captain Gadsden of the 
engineers, in the selection of the positions for the batteries, and the gallantry of his second aid, Captain McCall, 
and Captain Young of the topographical engineers, in aiding him to erect the works, under the fire of heavy batteries 
within four hundred yards, as well as the skill and gallantry of Captain Peters, Lieutenants Minton and Spencer, 
in the directiun and management of the nine pounder, and that of Lieutenants Sands and Scallon, charged with the 
management of the howitzer. Captain McKeever, of the navy, merits, as he has on several occasions, his warmest 
thanks for his zealous co-operation and activity in landing two of his guns, (should an additional battering train have 
been necessary, ) and —— offering to Jay his vessel before the water battery, in the event of storming the upper 
works; his officers and crew deserve his confidence. 
The general assigns to Colonel King the government of Pensacola and its dependencies, and that part of the 7th 
department lying west of the Appalachicola and Chatahoochee rivers, until otherwise ordered by General Gaines. 
The colonel will take measures to have the volunteers now at Pensacola relieved, preparatory to their return 
march. The Tennessee volunteers will be rationed for five days, and will forthwith move for Fort Montgomery. 
where they will receive further orders. 


The general, in taking leave of Colonel King and his command, tenders to the officers and soldiers an affec- 


tionate farewell. 
By order: ROBERT BUTLER, Adjutant General. 


Heav-Qvuarters, Division or THE Soutn, May 29, 1818. 


Major General Andrew Jackson has found it necessary to take possession of Pensacola; he has not been prompted 
to this measure from a wish to extend the territorial limits of the United States, or from any unfriendly feeling on 
the part of the American republic to the Spanish Government. The Seminole Indians, inhabiting the territories of 
Spain, have, for more than two years past, visited our frontier settlements with all the horrors of savage massacre; 
helpless women have been butchered, and the cradle stained with the blood of innocence. ‘These atrocities, it was 
expected, would have early attracted the attention of the Spanish Government, and, faithful to existing treaties, 
speedy measures adopted for their suppression. That, so far from being able to control, the Spanish authorities 
were often compelled, from policy or necessity, to issue munitions of war to these savages: thus enabling, if not 
exciting, them to raise the tomahawk against us. The immutable laws of self-defence, therefore, compelled the 
American Government to take possession of such parts of the Floridas in which the Spanish authority could not be 
maintained. Pensacola was found in that situation, and will be held until Spain can furnish military strength suffi- 
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cient to enforce existing treaties. Spanish subjects will be respected; Spanish laws will govern in all cases affecting 
property and person; a free toleration to all religions guarantied, and trade alike to all nations. : 

solonel King will assume the command of Pensacola, as military and civil Governor. The Spanish laws, so far 
as they affect personal rights and property, will be enforced. Colonel King wil! take possession of the archives of 
the province, and appoint some confidential individual to preserve them. It is all important that the record of titles 
and papers should be carefully secured. He will cause an inquiry to be made into all the landed property belong- 
ing to the King of Spain, and hold possession of it. ‘The claims to property, within the range of gunshot of Fort St. 
Charles de Barancas, will be scrupulously examined into; and, should this prove valid, a rent allowed, but posses- 
sion in nowise given. ‘This property is necessary for the United States, and under its laws may be held, and an 
equivalent paid. ‘The revenue laws of the United States will be established, and Captain Gadsden appointed to act 
as collector; with full power to nominate such sub-officers as, in his opinion, will be necessary to the faithful dis- 
charge of the trust reposed in him. He will apply to the Governor of Pensacola for military aid in all cases where 
it may be necessary to correct attempts at an illicit trade. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 


Major General, commanding the Division of the South. 


Minutes of the proceedings of a special court, organized agreeably to the following order, viz: 
Heap-quarrers, Division oF THE Soutu, 
ApsutTantT GenerAw’s Orrice, Fort St. Marks, pril 26, 1818. 
GENERAL ORDER. 


The following detail will compose a special court, to convene at this post, at the hour of twelve o’clock M. for 
the purpose of investigating the charges exhibited against A. Arbuthnot, Robert Christy Ambrister, and such others 
who are ——- situated, as may be brought before it: 


_ The court will record all the documents and testimony in the several cases; and their opinion as to the guilt or 
imnocence of the prisoners; and what punishment, if any, should be inflicted. 


DETAIL. 


Major General E. P. Gatnes, President. 


Members. 
Colonel King, 4th infantry, Colonel Dyer, Tennessee volunteers, __ 
Colonel Williams, Tennessee volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel Lindsay, corps of artillery, 
Lieutenant Col. Gibson, Tennessee volunteers, Lieut. Col. Elliott, ‘tennessee volunteers, 
Major Muhlenburg, 4th infantry, Major Fanning, corps of artillery, 
Major Montgomery, 7th infantry, Major Minton, Georgia militia, 
Captain Vashon, 7th infantry, Captain Cuttenden, Kentucky volunteers. 


Lieutenant J. M. Glassell, 4th infantry, Recorder. 
An orderly will be detailed from General Gaines’s brigade; and the court will sit without regard to hours. 


By order of Masor Generar Jackson: 
ROBERT BUTLER, Adjutant General. 


Fort Str. Marks, 4pril 26, 1818. 


The court convened pursuant to the foregoing order; when, being duly sworn in the presence of the prisoner, 


and he being asked if he had any objection to any member thereof, and replying in the negative, the following 
charges and specifications were read, viz: 


Charges vs. A. Arbuthnot, now in custody, and who says he is a British subject. 


Cuarce Ist. Exciting and stirring up the Creek Indians to war mote the United States and her citizens; he, 
A. Arbuthnot, being a subject of Great Britain, with whom the United States are at peace. 


Specification. That the said A. Arbuthnot, between the months of May and July, or some time in June, 1817, 
wrote a letter to the Little Prince, exhorting and advising him not to comply with the treaty of Fort Jackson, stat- 
ing that the citizens of the United States were infringing on the treaty of Ghent, as he believed, without the 
knowledge of the Chief Magistrate of the United States; and advising the Upper and the Lower Creeks to unite 
and be friendly; stating that William Hambly was the cause of their disputes; also advising the Little Prince to 
write to the Governor of New Providence, who would write to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, through whom 
the United States would be called toa compliance with the treaty of Ghent; and a them not to give up their 


lands under the treaty of Fort Jackson, for that the American citizens would be compelled to give up to them all 
their lands under the treaty of Ghent. 


, Cuarce 2d. Acting as a spy, and aiding, abetting, and comforting the enemy, supplying them with the means 
of war. 


; Specification 1st. In writing a letter from St. Marks fort, dated the 2d of April, 1818, to his son John, at 
Suwany, (marked A,) detailing the advance of the army under General Jackson, stating their force, probable move- 
ments and intentions, to be communicated to Bowleggs, the chief of the Suwany towns, for his Government. 


Specificution 2d. In writing the letters, marked B (without date) and C, with enclosures January 27, 1818; and 
D, called “a Note of Indian Talks;” and E, without date, applying to the British Government, through Governor 
Cameron, for munitions of war, and assistance for our enemies, making false representations; and, also. applying to 


Mr. Bagot, British ambassador, for his interference, with a statement, on the back of one of the letters, of munitions 
of war for the enemy. 


Cuarce 3d. Exciting the Ind‘ans to murder and destroy William Hambly and Edmund Doyle, and causing 
their arrest, with a view to their condemnation to death; and the seizure of their ay wy & on account of their active 
and zealous exertions to maintair peace between Spain and the United States and the In 
of the Spanish Government. 


Specification 1st. In writing the letters, marked F, dated 26th August, 1817; G, dated 13th May, 1817; and H, 


threatening them with death; alleging against them false and infamous charges, and using every means in his power 


to procure their arrest; all which writings and sayings excited, and had a tendency to excite, the negroes and Indi- 
ans to acts of hostility with the United States. 


By order of the court: 


dians, they being citizens 


— J. M. GLASSELL, Recorder. 
To which charges and specifications the prisoner pleaded not guilty. 


_ The prisoner having made application for counsel, it was granted him; when the court proceeded to the examina- 
tion of the evidence. ‘ 

Joun Winstett, a witness on the part of the prosecution, being duly sworn, stated that, some time before last July, 
the Little Prince received a letter, signed by Mr. Arbuthnot, advising the upper part of the nation to unite with the 
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lower chiefs in amity; and stating that the best mode for them to repossess themselves of their lands would be to 
write to him, Arbuthnot, and he would send on their complaints to the Governor of Providence, whence it would be 
forwarded to His Britannic Majesty, and he would have the terms of the treaty of Ghent attended to: he, moreover, 
stated his belief that the encroachments on the Indian lands were unknowi to the President of the United States; 
the witness also identified the signature of the letter of the prisoner to his son, (marked A,) referred to in the first 
specification to the second charge, and heretofore noted as being the same with that sent to the Little Prince. 

The witness, on being further interrogated, stated the language of the letter alluded to to be, that the British 
Government, on application, would cause to be restored to them their lands they held in 1811, agreeably to the terms 
of the treaty of Ghent. 

Question by the prisoner. Who is the Little Prince, or is he known by any other name? 

Answer. He is known by the name of Tustenukke Hopin, and is the second chief of the nation. 

Question by the prisoner. Where is the letter you allude to, or in whose possession? 

Answer. It was ieft in the possession of the Little Prince when I last saw it. 

Question by the prisoner. Has this Little Prince no other name than what you state? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question by the prisoner. Do you swear that the letter alluded to was addressed to the Little Prince? 

Answer. L[donot. It was presented ne by the Little Prince to read and interpret for him, which I did. 

Question by the prisoner. Are you certain that the letter stated that the Chief Magistrate of the United States 
could have had no knowledge of settlements made on Indian lands, or injuries committed? 

Answer. ‘The letter stated that to be the belief of the writer. 

Joun Lewis Puentx, a witness on the part of the prosecution, being duly sworn, stated, with regard to the first 
specification of the second charge, that, being at Suwany, in the towns about the 6th or 7th of April, he was 
awakened early in the morning by Mr. Ambrister’s receiving, by the hands of a negro, who got it from an Indian, 
a letter from St. Marks, at that time stated by Ambrister to be from the prisoner. 

Question by the prisoner. Did you see that letter, or hear it read? 

Answer. I did see the paper, but did not hear it read. 

Question by the prisoner. Did you state that the letter was received by an Indian express? 

Answer. So the black man that delivered it said. 

A question being raised by a member of the court as to their jurisdiction on the third charge and its specifi- 
cations, the doors were closed, and, after mature deliberation, they decided that this court are incompetent to take 
cognizance of the offences alleged in that charge and specitications. 

Perer B. Cook, a former clerk to the prisoner, and a witness on the part of the prosecution, being duly sworn, 
stated, that, about December or January last, the prisoner had a large quantity of powder and lead brought to Su- 
wany in his vessel, which he sold to the Indians and negroes; that, subsequent to that time, which he cannot recol- 
lect, Ambrister brought for the prisoner, in his (the prisoner’s) vessel, nine kegs of powder and a large quantity of 
lead, which were taken possession of by the negroes: the witness also identified the following letters referred to 
in the foregoing charges and specifications. marked A, B, C, D, E. F, G, and H, as being the prisoner’s hand-writing; 
also the power of attorney, No. 1, granted by the Indians to A. Arbuthnot. 


A. 
From Jl. Arbuthnot to his son, John Arbuthnot. 


Fort St. Marks, “pril 2, 1818, 9 o'clock in the morning. 


Dear Jonn: 

As I am ill able to write a long letter, it is necessary to be brief. Before my arrival here, the commandant had 
received an express from the Governor of Pensacola, informing him of a large embarcation of troops, &c., under the 
immediate command of General Jackson; and the bout that brought the despatch reckoned eighteen sail of vessels 
off Appalachicola. By a deserter that was brought here by the Indians, the commandant was informed that three 
thousand men, under the orders of General Jackson, one thousand foot and one thousand six hundred horse, under 
General Gaines, five hundred under another general, were at Prospect Bluff, where they are rebuilding the burnt 
fort; that one thousand Indians, of different nations, were at Spanish Bluff, building another fort, under the direc- 
tion of American officers; that, so soon as these forts were built, they intended to march—they have commenced. 
Yesterday morning advice was received that they had appeared near and taken two of the sons of McQueen 
and an Indian. Late in the afternoon three schooners came to anchor at the mouth of the rivers and this morning 
the American flag is seen flying on the largest. iam blocked here; no Indians will come with me; and I am now 
suffering from the fatigue of coming here alone. 

_ The main erilt of the Americans is to destroy the black population of Suwany. ‘Tell my friend Bowleck that 
it is throwing away his people to attempt to resist such a powerful force as will be down on Sahwahnee; and, as the 
troops advance by land, so will the vessels by sea. Endeavor to get all the goods over the river in a place of secu- 
rity, as also the skins of all sorts; the corn must be left to its fate. So soon as the Sahwahnee is destroyed, I expect 
the Americans will be satisfied and retire: this is only my opinion; but I think it is conformable to the demand 
made by General Gaines of King Hatchy some months since. In fact, do all you can to save ali you can: save 
the books particularly. It is probable the commandant will receive some communication from the vessels to-day; 
when he will know more certainly what are their motives in coming off the fort. 1 think it is only to shut the pas- 
sage to the Indians. ‘Twenty canoes went down the river yesterday, and were forced to return. The road between 
thisand the Mickasukey is said to be stopped. Hillisajo and Himatklo Mico were here last night to hear what ves- 
sels; they will remove all their cattle and effects across St. Marks river this morning, and perhaps wait near thereto 
for the event. 

_ [have been as brief as I can, to give you the substance of what appears facts that cannot be doubted. To enter 
into details, in the present moment. is useless. If the schooner is returned, get all the goods on board of her, and 
let her start off for Mounater creek, in the bottom of Cedar Key bay. You will there only have the skins to hide 
away. But no delay must take place, as the vessels will no doubt follow the land army; and, perhaps, even now, 


some have gone round. I pray your strictest attentions; for the more that is saved will be, eventually, more to 


your interest. , 
_ Let the bearer have as much calico as will make him two shirts, for his trouble; he has promised to deliver this 
in three, but L give him four days. 

I am yours affectionately, Revere 
A. ARBUTHNOT. 


B. 


from A. Arbuthnot to Charles Cameron, Governor of Bahamas. 
SIR: 
Being empowered by the chiefs of the Lower Creek nation to represent the state of their nation to your excel- 
lency, that you may be pleased to forward the same for the information of His Majesty’s Government, to whom 
alone they look for protection against the aggressions and encroachments of the Americans, I beg leave to submit to 
your excellency the enclosed representations, humbly praying that your excellency will be pleased to take an early 
opportunity of forwarding the same to Great Britain. 
I am also instructed by Bowleck, chief of the Sahwahnee, to make the demand herein enclosed; he never 
having had any share of the presents distributed at Prospect Bluff, though he rendered equally essential services as 
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any of the other chiefs to the British cause, while at war with America; and was at New Orleans with a part of his 
warriors. His frontiers being more exposed to the predatory incursions of the back Georgians, who enter his terri- 
tory and drive off his cattle, he is obliged to have large parties out to watch their motions and prevent their plunder- 
ing; and, being now deficient of ammunition, he prays your excellency will grant his small demand. 

Humbly submitting the same, J have the honor to be, your excellency’s most humble servant, 


=e She 


The humble representations of the chiefs of the Creek nation to his excellency Governor Cameron. 


First, We beg leave to represent that Edmuid Doyle and William Hambly, lately clerks at Prospect Bluff to 
Messrs. Forbes & Co., and who still reside on the Appalachicola river, we consider as the principal cause of our pre- 
sent troubles and uneasiness. Hambly was the instrumental cause of the fort at Prospect Bluff being destroyed by 
the Americans, by which we lost the supplies intended for our future wars. Since then both these men have kept 
emissaries among us, tending to harass and disturb our repose, and that of our brethren of the Middle and Upper 
nation; they spread among us reports that the Cowetas, aided by the Americans, are descending to drive us off our 
lands; they equally propagate false. 


C. 


From A. Arbuthnot to Benjamin Moodie, Esquire, guteing letters to Charles Bagot, Esquire, British Minister 
at Washington. 


SAHWAHNEE, IN THE CrEEK Nation, January 27, 1818, 
Sir 
The enclosed, containing matter of serious moment, and demanding the immediate attention of his excel- 
lency the British ambassador, I trust he will for this time forgive the trifling expense of postage, which I have 
endeavored to prevent as much as possible by compressing much matter in one sheet of paper. Should you, sir, be 
ut to any trouble or expense by éhis /roudle | give you, by being made acquainted with the same, I will instruct 
am, Dunshee, & Co. to order payment of the same. 
1 have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
A. ARBUTHNOT. 


From A. Arbuthnot to the Honorable Charles Bagot. 
Sir: 

It is with pain I again obtrude myself upon your excellency’s notice; but the pressing solicitations of the 
chiefs of the Creek nation, and the deplorable situation in which they are placed by the wanton aggressions of the 
Americans, I trust your excellency will take as a sufficient apology for the present intrusion. _ 

In August last, the head chief of the Seminole Indians received a letter from General Gaines, of which I have 
taken the liberty of annexing your excellency the contents as delivered me by the chief’s head English interpreter, 
with King Hatchy’s reply thereto. Se ; : ; 

This letter appears to have been intended to sound the disposition of the chief, and ascertain the force necessary 
to overrun the nation; for, from then, until the actual attack was made on Fowltown, the same general, with Ge- 
neral Jackson, seem to have been collecting troops and settling in various quarters. _ 

If your excellency desires to have further information respecting the situation of this country and its inhabitants. 
{ can, from time to time, inform your excellency of such facts and circumstances as are stated to me by chiefs of 
known veracity, or which may come under my own observation; and your excellency’s order, addressed to me at 
New Providence, will either find me there, or be forwarded me to this country. 

With great respect, | have the honor to be, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
Aw. A. 

The following memorandum was on the back of the foregoing letter: 

King Hatchy, 1,000; Boleck, 1,500; Oso Hatjo Choctawhachy, 500; Himashy Miso Chattchichy, 500; at present 
with Hillisajo 3 at present under arms, 1,000 and more; and attacking those Americans who have made in- 
roads on their territory. 

A quantity of gunpowder, lead, muskets, and flints, sufficient to arm one thousand or twe thousand men, 

Muskets, 1,000; arms smaller, if possible. 

10,000 flints, a proportion of rifle put up separate. 

50 casks gunpowder, a proportion for rifle. 

2,000 knives, six to nine inch blade, good quality. 

1,000 tomahawks. | 

100 pounds vermilion. 
2,000 pounds lead, independent of ball for musket. 





KING HATCHY, 
BOLECK. 


From General Gaines io the Seminole chief. 


Your Seminoles are very bad people; I don’t say whom. You have murdered many of my people, and stolen 
my cattle and many good horses, that cost me moneys; and many gvod houses that cost me money you have burnt 
for me; and now, that vou see my writing, you'll think I have spoken right. _ I know it is so; you know it is so; for 
now you may say I wil! go upon you at random; but just give me the murderers, and [ will show them my law; 
and, when that is finished and past, if you will come about any of my people, you will see your friends; and, if you 
see me, you will see your friend. But there is something out in the sea—a bird with a forked tongue--whip him 
back before he lands, for he will be the ruin of you yet. Perhaps you do not understand who or what I mean—I 
mean the name of Englishman. 

I tell you this, that if you do not give me up the murderers who murdered my people, I say I have got good 
strong warriors, with scalping-knives and tomahawks. - You harbor a great many of my black people among you at 
Sahwahnee. If you give me leave to go by you against them, I shall not hurt any thing belonging to you. 


GENERAL GAINES. 
To the Semino.e Cuter. 


From King Hatchy to General Gaines, in answer to the foregoing. 


You charge me with killing your people, stealing your cattle, and burning your houses; it is I that have cause to 
complain of the Americans. While one American has been justly killed, while in the act of stealing cattle, more 
than four Indians while hunting have been murdered by these lawless freebouters. I harbor no negroes. When 
the Englishmen were at war with America, some took shelter among them; and it is for you white people to settle 
those things among yourselves, and not trouble us with what we know nothing about. I shall use force to stop any 
armed Americans from passing my towns or my lands. 

KING HATCHY. 


To General E. P. Gatnes. 























MILITARY AFFAIRS. (1818. 


D. 
NOTE OF INDIAN TALKS. 








In August, Capp had a letter from General Gaines, in substance as annexed, No. 1; and returned the answer 
as by No. 2: nothing further was said on either side. The end of October, a party of Americans from a fort on 
Flint river surrounded Fowltown during the night, and began burning it. ‘The Indians then in it fled to the 
swamp, and in their flight had three persons killed by fire from the Americans: they rallied their people, and forced 
the Americans to retire some distance, but not before they had two more persons killed. The Americans built a 
blockhouse or fort where they had fallen back to, and immediately sent to the fort up the country for assistance 
stating the Indians were the aggressors; and also settled with Inhemocklo for the loss his people had suffered; at 
the same time sending a talk to King Hatchy, by a head man, Apiny, that he would put things in such a train as to 
prevent further encroachments, and get those Americans to leave the fort. But no sooner was the guod talk 
given, and before the bearer of it returned home, than hundreds of Americans came pouring down on the Indians 
roused them to a sense of their own danger, they flew to arms, and have been compelled to support them ever since. 
It is not alone from the country, but by vessels entering Appalachicola river with troops, and settlers are pouring 
into the Indian territory, and, if permitted to continue, will soon overrun the whole of the Indian lands. From the 
talk sent King Hatchy, by Governor Mitchell, I am in hopes that those aggressions of the Americans on the Indian 
territory are not countenanced by the American Government, but originate with men devoid of principle, who set 
laws and instructions at defiance, and stick at no cruelty and oppression to obtain their ends. Against such op- 
pressions the American Government must use not only all their influence, but, if necessary, force, or their names 
will be handed down to posterity as a nation more cruel and savage to the unfortunate aborigines of this country, 
than ever were the Spaniards in more dark ages to the nations of South America. 

The English Government, as the special protectors of the Indian nations, and on whom alone they rely for 
assistance, ought to step forward and save those unfortunate people from ruin. And as you, sir, are appointed to 
watch over their interests, it is my duty as au Englishman, and the only one in this part of the Indian nation, to in- 
struct you of the taiks the chiefs bring me for your information; and I sincerely trust, sir, you will use the powers 
you are vested with for the service and protection of those unfortunate people, who look up to you as their saviour. 
I have written General Mitchell, who I hear is an excellent man, and, as he acts as Indian agent, I hope his in- 
fluence will stop the torrent of innovators, and give peace and quietness to the Creek nation. 

I po ged excellency will pardon this intrusion, which nothing but the urgency of the case would have induced 
me to make. 

I have the honor to be, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
A. A. 


E. 
From Cappichimicco and Bowleck to Governor Cameron. 


It is with pain we are again obliged to obtrude ourselves on your excellency’s notice, in consequence of the cruel 
war we have been forced into by the irruptions of the Americans into the heart of our lands. It will be first neces- 
sary to state to your excellency, that one head chief, Kinhijah, received a letter from General Gaines in August 
last; a copy of which is enclosed, with the answer returned thereto. This letter only appears to have been a prelude 
to plans determined on by the said general and General Jackson to bring on troops and settlers to drive us from our 
lands, and take possession of them; for, in the end of October, a party of Americans surrounded Fowltown during 
the night, and in the morning began setting fire to it, making the unfortunate inhabitants fly to the swamp, and who 
in their flight had three persons killed by the fire of the Americans. Our Indians rallying, drove the Americans 
from the town, but in their exertions had two more of their people killed. ‘The Americans retired some distance, 
aud buiit a fort or blockhouse to protect themselves, until the assistance they had sent for to the fort up the country 
should arrive. A letter falling into the hands of General Mitchell, the Indian agent, which states the Indians to 
have been the aggressors, he suspected its truth, and, on inquiry, found it was the reverse; in consequence, he made 
satisfaction to Inhinoothlo, the chief of Fowltown, and his people, for the injuries they had sustained: at the same 
time, he desired a talk to be sent to our head chief, stating his wish to see all the Indians friends, and that in twenty 
days he would send and get the Americans to retire from the forts. But this has had no effect on the lawless in- 
vaders of our soils for before the bearer of our talks could return home, he met hundreds of Americans descending 
on us. ‘They have also settlers and troops which come from Mobile, and go up the Appalachicola river. Thus, 
seeing no end to those inroads, necessity compels us to have recourse to arms; and our brethren are now fighting 
for the lands they inherited from their tathers, for their families and friends. 

But what will our exertions do without assistance? Our sinews of war are almost spent; and harassed as we 
have been for years, we have not been able to lay by the means for our extraordinary wants; and to whom can we 
look up to for protection and support, but to those friends who have at all former times held forth their hands to 
caield waned who have sworn in their late treaty with the Americans to see our just rights and privileges respected 
and protected from insult and aggression? We now call on your excellency, as the representative of our good 
father, King George, to send us such aid in ammunition as we are absolutely in want of; and, as our brother chief, 
Hillisajo, was informed, when in England, that when ammunition was wanted to enable us to protect our just rights, 
that your excellency would supply us with what was necessary. We have applied to the Spanish officer at the fort 
of St. Marks, but his small supply prevented his being able to assist us, and we have only on your excellency to 
depend. We likewise pray your excellency would be pleased to send an officer or person to lead us right, and to 
apportion the supply you may be pleased to send us agreeably to our proper wants. ‘ 

In praying your excellency will lend an ear to our demand, and despatch it without delay, we remain your ex- 
cellency’s faithful and most obedient friends and servants, 

CAPPICHIMICCO, 


BOLECK, ; 
For ourselves and all the other chiefs of the Lower Creek nation. 
To His Excellency Governor Cameron. 


F. 


Letter from A. Arbuthnot to Colonel Edward Nicholl. 


Nassau, N. P. 4ugust 26, 1817. 

SIR: ; 

Especially authorized by the chiefs of the Creek nation, whose names I affix to the present, I am desired to 
address you, that you may lay their complaint before His Majesty’s Government. They desire it to be made 
known that they have implicitly followed your advice in living friendly with the Americans who were their neigh- 
bors, and nowise attempted to molest them, though they have seen the Americans encroach on their territory, burn- 
ing their towns, and making fields where their houses stood. Rather than make resistance they have retired 
lower in the peninsula. ‘The town of Eahallaway, on the Chatahoochee, where Olismicco was chief, is one in- 
stance of the encroachments of the Americans. This town is situated under the guns of Fort Gaines; and Micco 
was desired to submit to the Americans or his town would be blown to atoms. Rather than do so, he retired, and 
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is now living in the lower nation, and his fields, and even where the town stood, is ploughed up by the Americans. 
They complain of the English Government neglecting them, after having drawn them inte a war with Americas 
that you, sir, have not kept your promise of sending people to reside among them; and that if they have not some 
person or persons resident in the nation to watch over their interest, they will soon be driven to the extremity of the 
peninsula. You left Mr. Hambly to watch over the interest of the Creek nations but you had hardly left the nation 
when he turned traitor, and was led by Forbes to take the part of the Americans. His letter to me, of which I 
annex you a copy, will show you what length he could go if he had the means. It is Hambly and Doyle who give 
the indians all the trouble they experience. ‘They send their emissaries among the Lower Creeks, and make them 
believe the Cowhetas, aided by the Americans, are coming to destroy them. ‘Thus both are put in fear, and their 
fields are neglected, and hunting is not thought of. _[ have endeavored to do away this fear, by writing the chief of 
the Cowheta towns that they ought to live on friendly terms with their brethren of the lower nation, whose wishes 
were to be on good terms with them, and not to listen to any bad talks, but to chase those that give them from 
among them. My letter was answered from them rather favorably; and I hope the talk that was sent to the Big 
Warrior last June will heal the difference between them. Hillisajo arrived in my schooner at Ocklocknee Svun 

last June, and was well received by all the chiefs and others who came to welcome him home. In consequence of 
his arrival a talk was held, the substance of which put on paper for them; and it was sent, with a pipe of peace, to 
the other nations. Hillisajo wished to return to Nassau with me, but | prevailec on him to stay in the nation, and 
keep them at peace. I regret, sir, to notice this poor man’s affairs, though, by his desire, it appeared that he 
arrived at Nassau a short time after I had left it in January, and Captain W. being here, took charge of him, his 
goods and money, prevailing on the Governor to let him stay with him until he went down to the nation, which it 
was his intention te do, Of the money received of Governor Cameron, he had only given him eighty dollars, by 
Captain W. a barrel of sugar, a bag of coffee, and a small keg of rum. And the interpreter, Thugart, informed that 
when Hillisajo asked for an account, Captain W. refused it, saying it would be useless to a man who could not 
read. He also misses two cases; one of which contains, he thinks, crockery. [ have made inquiry of His Majesty’s 
ane storekeeper, and he informs me the whole were delivered to Captain W.; they are, therefure, lost to 

illisajo. 

I am desired to return Hillisajo’s warmest acknowledgments for the very handsome manner you treated him in 
England, and he begs his prayer may be laid at the foot of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent. I left him and 
all his family well on the 20th June. Old Cappichimicco desires me to send his best respects, and requests that 
you will send out some people to live among them, and all the land they took from Forbes shall be theirs; at all 
events, they must have an agent among them to see that the Americans adhere to the treaty, and permit them to 
live unmolested on their own lands. ‘This agent should be authorized by His Majesty’s Government, or he will 
not be attended to by the Americans. In the gazettes of Georgia the Americans report the Seminole Indians are 
continually committing murders on their borders, and making incursions into the State. These are fabrications 
tending to irritate the American Government against the poor Indians: for, during the time I was in the nation, 
there was only one American killed, and he with two others were in the act «f driving off cattle belonging to Bow- 
legs, chief of Suwany; whereas, three men and a boy were killed last June, by a party of American cattle stealers, 
while in their hunting camps; the boy they scalped, and one of Bowleg’s head men was killed in St. John’s river, 
in July. The backwood Georgians, and those resident on the borders of the Indian nation, are continually entering 
it, and driving off cattle. ‘hey have, in some instances, made settlements, and particularly on the Choctahatchy 
river, where a considerable number have descended. 

By the treaty with Great Britain, the Americans were to give up to the Indians all the lands that may have 
been taken from them during the war, and place them on the same footing they were in 1811. It appears they 
have not done so; that Fort Gaines, on the Chatahvochee, and Camp Crawferd, on the Flint river, are both on 
Indian territory that was not in possession of America in 1811. ‘They are fearful that, before any aid is given b 
the English Government, they will no longer be in possession of any territory. I wrote last January to his excel- 
lency the honorable Charles Bagot, respecting the encroachments of the Americans, as [ was informed, by the 
copy of a letter from the right honorable «arl Bathurst, handed me by his excellency Governor Cameron, that His 
Majesty’s ambassador had received orders to watch over the interests of the Indians. Since my return here I have 
received of Mr. Mooiie, of Charleston, an extract of a ‘etter from the honorable Charles Bagot, that the expense of 
ag ag so considerable, any further communications of the same nature must be sent him by private hands. 
Now, sir, as no person goes from this direct to Washington, how am I to be able to comply with his desire? Thus 
he will be kept ignorant of the situation of the poor Indians, and the encroachments daily made on their lands by 
the American settlers, while he may be told by the American Government that no encroachments have been made, 
and that the forts they still hold are necessary to check the unruly Seminoles. ‘Thus the person appointed to watch 
over the interest of the Indians having no other means of information than from the parties interested in their de- 
struction, and seeing, from time to time, in the American gazettes, accounts of cruel murders, &c. &c. committed 
by a on the frontier settlements of the United States, he apprehends the Indians merit all the Americans 

o to them. 

But let His Majesty’s Government appoint an agent, with full powers to correspond with His Majesty’s ambas- 
sador at Washington, and his eyes will then be opened as to the motives of that influence, American individuals as 
well as the Government, in vililying the Indians. 

The power given me, and the instructions, were to memorialize His Majesty’s Government, as well as the Go- 
vernor General at Havana; but if you will be pleased to lay this letter before His Majesty’s Secretary of Stete, it 
will save the necessity of the first; and I fear that a memorial to the Governor General would be of no use. 


Referring you to the answer, I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. ARBUTHNOT. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Epwarp Nico tts. 

G. 
From A. Arbuthnot to William Hambly. 

. Ock.LockneE Sounp, May 3, 1817. 

IR: 
On my return home, this day, I received a letter signed by you, and dated 23d March. As you therein take 
the liberty of advising me, as you say, by order of the chiefs of the Creek nation, I aim glad of, and shall embrace 
this opening you gave me, and reply to you at some length; and, sir, let me premise that, when you lived at Pros- 
pect Bluff, a clerk to Messrs. Forbes & Co., you did not consider Cappichimicco, McQueen, or any other of the 
chiefs of the lower nation, as outlaws, nor have they ever been considered as such by the English Government, 
who are the especial protectors of the Indian nation; and it ill becomes Mr. Hambly to call Cappichimicco an out- 
law, that man who has ever been his friend, and by his authority has prolonged his life. Yes, sir, the young chiefs 
and warriors of the Creek nation, considering you as the chief cause of their troubles, would have long ere this had 
possession of you, and perhaps with your life made you pay the forfeit for the injuries heaped on them, had not that 
man, who has been your friend from your early youth, stepped in as your protector. Yes, this is the man who Mr. 
Hambly presumes to call an outlaw. A pardoned villain, when going to the gallows, would bless the hand that 
saved his life; but Mr. Hambly bla~phemes his saviour. 

As Mr. Hambly’s generous friend is the principal cause of my being in this country, as an honest man I shall 
endeavor to fulfil my promise to him and the other chiefs. The guilty alone have fear; an honest and upright man 
dreads no danger, fears no evil, as he commits no ill; and your arm of justice ought to be applied where it would 
rightly fall on the heads of the really guilty. Your mean and vile insinuations, that have been the cause of thefts 
and murders, come ill from him who has been the cause of the murder of hundreds. ‘Though your usage was made 
villanous at the fort, yet your revenge was too savage and sanguinary. If your conduct, sir, to the Indians were 

92 m : 














726 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [E8tS. 





guided by as pure motives as mine, you would endeavor to influence them, and respect each other as brothers, and 
ive in harmony and friendship, cultivating their lands in summer, and taking their diversions of hunting in winter, 
respecting their neighbors, and making yourselves respected by them. If thus, sir, you would act, (and by your 
knowledge of their language you have much more in your power than any other man,) you would then be the true 
freind of the Indians. Were I an instigator of thefts and murder, would I hold the language I have done to the chiefs 
and others who have called on me? Ask the Lieutenant commanding at Fort Gaines, if my letter to him breathed 
the strains of murder? Ask Opy Hatchy, or Dany, his interpreter, if the recommendatory note I sent him by order 
of Apiny, could be written by an instigater of murder? Ask Apiny himself if my language to him was that of a 
murderer? Ask Mappalitchy, a chief residing among the Americans on Oakmulgee, if my language and advice to 
him favored that of a murderer? All those, and every Indian who has heard my talks, will contradict your vile 
assertions. 

But Mappalitchy has given me a clue by which [I can unravel from whence the aspersions come, not from 
Apiny, Hatchy, or any of the chiefs of the upper towns, but from him who endeavors to lead them to mischief and 
quarrels with each other. . , ' ; 

Did not the chiefs hear my note read with respect, and perfectly according to my sentiments of being all as 
brethren uniting with the bonds of triendship and love? Did not they agree to smoke the pipe of peace with their 
brethren of the lower nation, and live in future as brothers? What made some of them alter their minds afterwards? 
The interference of a humane man, who counsels them to write me, demanding my removal from a band of out- 
laws, and which letter is signed ** William Hambly.” 

I shall only make one more observation, and that will show from whence I came, and whether I came among the 
Indians as a revenger or as the friend of peace and harmony. 

In the spring of 1816, Mr. Hambly sent Governor Cameron a letter containing talks of the chiefs of the Indian 
nations; they are forwarded to England, and his excellency handed me, on my leaving Providence, an answer 
thereto from the right honorable Earl Bathurst, one of His Majesty’s chief Secretaries of State, that | might make 
the same known to the chiefs on my arrival in the nation. What will Governor Cameron think of the man who, in 
1816, could write against the encroachments of the Americans on the Indian nation, and, in the spring of 1817, call 
the chiefs of that nation, for whom he more especially wrote, outlaws. Mr. Hambly may sell his services te 
America; but no man can expatriate himself from that allegiance due to his native country; and a Government may 
call on a friendly nation to give up a subject that has seriously wronged her. I recommend Mr. Hambly to be 
content with “4 douceur he may have received, and permit the unlettered Indian to live quietly and peaceably on 
his native land. 

I shal! send a copy of this letter, with the one from you, to be read by the chiefs of this nation, and shall, at the 
same time, take an opportunity of expressing myself more fully than I did in the note sent by Apiny. 

Wishing you a speedy recantation of your errors, and a return to your former way of thinking, 


{ am your obedient servant, 
A. ARBUTHNOT. 
H. 


Leiter from A. Arbuthnot to the Governor of Havana. 


The chiefs of the Creek nation, whose names are hereunto annexed, beg leave to approach your excellency, 
and represent their complaints. Long imposed on by the persons keeping stores in this country in charging us 
exorbitant prices for their goods, while they only allow us a very trifling one for our peltry, we have found it 
necessary to look out for a person that will deal fairly with us, and we wish to establish a store for him on Appa- 
lachicola river. We have made application to the commander of St. Marks, and he referred us to your excellency. 
It is not alone the imposition that has been practised upon us, that has made us presume to address your excellency; 
we have complaints of a more serious nature against the persons employed by the only house that has been estab- 
lished among us, that of Mr. Forbes. 

In the first place, some years back, under false pretences, they attempted to rob us of a very large portion of our 
best lands; and we the more readily acceded to it, from the faithful promise given us that they would get English 
people to settle it, and live among us, but, far from doing this, Mr. Forbes attempted to sell it to the American 
Government, and settle it with Americans. Thus finding ourselves deceived and imposed on, we withdrew our 
grant about three years since, which, from the stipulations contained therein not being fulfilled on the part of Mr. 
Forbes, we conceived we had a right to do. Secondly, Mr. Doyle and Mr. Hambly, the two persons left in the 
nation to carry on Mr. Forbes’s business, have, for more than two years, been endeavoring to influence us to join the 
Americans; and, finding that fair means would not secure us from our attachments to our ancient friends the Eng- 
lish, they have recently had recourse to threats of bringing the Americans down upon us; and that people only 
want a pretext to attack us, which the said Doyle and Hambly attempt to give them, by spreading false reports of 
our murdering the Americans, stealing their cattle, and preparing for war against them, while, in fact, it is the 
Americans who murder our red brethren, steal our cattle by hundreds at a time, and are daily encroaching on our 
lands, and maintaining the settlers in their ill-gotten possessions by armed force. 

On the Choctahatchy river there are a large body of Americans forming settlements, and more are daily joining 
them. As this river is far within that line marked out by your excellency’s Government and the Americans, some 

ears since, (though that line was unknown to us until very lately, and we never gave our sanction, nor, in fact, 
ee of any sale of our lands made to the Americans,) we trust your excellency will give order to displace them 
from within the line, and send them back to their own country. Our delaying to address your excellency to repre- 
sent the forementioned grievances has been owing to the want of a person to attend to our talks, and put them in 
writing for us. The commander of the fort at St. Marks has heard all of our talks and complaints. He approves 
of what we have done and what we are doing; and it is by his recommendation we have thus presumed to address 
your excellency. 

We have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant, 
A. ARBUTHNOT. 
To His Excellency the Governor Genera., &c. &c. 


No. 1. 
Power of attorney from the Indian chiefs to A. Arbuthnot. 


Know all men by these presents, that we, chiefs of the Creek nation, whose names are affixed to this power, 
having full faith and confidence in Alexander Arbuthnot, of New Providence, who, knowing all our talks, is fully 
— aye with our intentions and wishes, do hereby, by these presents, constitute and appoint him, the said Alex- 
ander Arbuthnot, our attorney and agent, with full power and authority to act fur us, and inour names, in all affairs 
relating to our nation, and also to write such letters and papers as to him may appear necessary and proper for our 
benefit and that of the Creek nation. ' 

Given at Ocklocknee Sound, in the Creek nation, this seventeenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen. 


1 Cappachimicco, his x mark. 7 Inhimatchluchy, his x mark. 

2 Inhemothlo, his x mark. 8 Lahoe Inhamatchlo, his x mark. 
3 Charle Tustonoky, his x mark. 9 Hourathee Micho, his x mark. 
4 Otus Mico, his x mark. 10 Hillisajo, his x mark. 

4 Ochacone Tustonoky, his x mark. 11 Tamuches Haho, his x mark. 

6 Imatchlucle, his x mark. 12 Oporthlimico, his x mark. 


Witness: Prter Suvucenrt, /nierpreter. 
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Certified explanation of names and towns to which the foregoing chiefs belong, agreeably to the numbers set oppo- 
sile thereto. 


1. Kinhigee, chief of Mickasuky. 

2. Inhemothlo, chief of Fuwltown. 

3. Charle Tustonoky, second chief of Oakmulgee Town. 
4. Chief on the rye below Fort Gaines. 

5. Oponey, chief of the Oakmulgee ‘Towns. 

6. Chief of the Atlapalgas. 

7. Chief of Pallatchacoley. 

8. Chief of the Chehaws. 

9. Chief of the Red Sticks. 

10. Francis, (the puree) 

11. Peter McQueen, chief of the Tallahasses, (an old Red Stick. ) 
12. A Red Stick, created chief by the lower towns 


Question by the court. Have you, at any time within the last twelve months, heard any conversation between 
the prisoner and the chief called Bowlegs, relating to the war between the United States and the Seminoles? 

Answer. I heard the prisoner tell Bowlegs that he had sent letters to the Prince Regent, and expected soon to 
have an answer. Some time afterwards, some of the negroes doubted his carrying those letters, when the prisoner 
stated that he had, but the distance being great, it would take some time to receive an answer. 

By the court. State to the court when and where you first saw the letter signed ** A. Arbuthnot,” dated April 
2, 1818, referred to in the first specification of the second charge. 

Answer. About the 6th of April, a black man, who said he had received it from an Indian, gave it to Mr. Am- 
brister, whom I saw reading it. 

Question by the court. Do you know by what means that letter was conveyed to Suwany? 

Answer. I understood by an Indian who was sent from Fort St. Marks. 

Question by the court. Who paid the Indian for carrying the letter referred to in the last interrogatory? 

Answer. Ido not know. 

Question by the court. What steps were taken by the negroes and Indians on the receipt of the letter? 

Answer. They first believed the bearer to be an enemy, and confined him; but, learning the contrary, began 
to prepare =~ the enemy, and the removal of their families and effects across the river. ‘The Indians lived on the 
opposite side. 

"Gestion by the court. Did the Indians and negroes act together in the performance of military duty? 

Answer. No; but they always said they would fight together. 

Question by the court. Did not Nero command the blacks, and did not Bowlegs own Nero; and was not the 
latter under the immediate command of Bowlegs? 

Answer. Nero commanded the blacks, and was owned and commanded by Bowlegs; but there were some 
negro captains who obeyed none but Nero. : ; } : 

Question by the court. What vessel brought to Suwany the ammunition which you said was sold by the prisoner 
to the Indians amd tiegroes? 

Answer. ‘The schooner Chance, now lying at this wharf. She is a foretopsail vessel, belonging to the prisoner. 

The witness also identified the manuscript of the prisoner on the following documents, viz: No. 1, granting him 
full power to act in all cases for the Indians, as recorded before; and also a letter, without signature, to the Go- 
vernor of St. Augustine, numbered 2; and further, a letter, without date, to Mr. Mitchel, the Indian agent, num- 
bered 3; an unsigned petition of the chiefs of the Lower Creek nation to Governor Cameron, praying his aid in 
men and munitions of war, numbered 4: all of which the witness stated to be in the hand-writing of the prisoner. 


No. 2. 


[| Supposed to be from Bowlegs to the Governor of St. Augustine. } 
SIR: 
I had the honor of receiving your letter of September, but the impossibility of finding a person to write an 
answer to the same is the cause of this apparent neglect. 

I shall be very happy to keep up a good understanding and correspondence with you, and hope you will, when 
occasion offers, advise me of such things as may be of service to myself and people. My warriors and others that 
go to St. Augustine, return with false reports, tending to harass and distress my people, and preventing them from 
attending to their usual avocations. At one time, the Americans and Upper Indians, supported by a torce of about 
three thousand men, were running lines far within the Indian territory; at another time, are collecting a force at 
Fort Mitchel, in the forks of Flint and Chatahoochee rivers, to fall on the towns below. 

Now, sir, we know of no reason the Americans can have to attack us, an inoffensive and unoffending people. 
We have none of their slaves. We have taken none of their property since the Americans made peace with our 
good father, King George. We have followed the orders of his officer that was with us, Lieutenant Colonel Edward 
Nichols, and in nowise molested the Americans, though we daily see them encroaching on our territory, stealing 
our cattle, and murdering and carrying off our people. That same officer also told us, we, as allies to the great 
King, our father, were included in the treaty of peace between our good father and the Americans; and that the 
latter were to give up all the territory that had been taken from us before and during the war. Yet, so far from 
complying with the ninth article of that treaty, they are daily making encroachments on our land, getting persons, 
who are not known te the chiefs, and, without any power or authority, to grant and sign over lands to them. ‘Thus 
they deceive the world, and make our very friends believe we are in league with them. 

"The principal chiefs of the nation, with the head warrior, assembled at my town on the Sth instant, and came to 
the resolution of informing the British minister at Washington of the conduct of the Americans and the officers of 
their Government towards us. It has been done accordingly, and copies sent to England. 

We demand of the King, our father, to fix some of his people among us, who may inform him, from time to time, 
of what is passing, and see the Americans do not extend themselves on our lands. 

The Spanish subjects in the Floridas are too much in the interests of the Americans to be our friends. For the 
Governors, | shall always entertain the greatest regard; but for the people, they do not act so as to merit any esteem 
and protection. You desire | would chase those marauders who steal my cattle. My people have lately driven 
some Americans from Lahheway. and I have no doubt the Americans will lay hold of this as a pretext to make war 
on us, as they have before done, in stating we harbor their runaway slaves. 


To His Excellency Don Jose Corincer, Governor of St. Augustine. 


No. 3. 
Sir: 

King Hatchy, the head chief of the Lower Creek nation, has called on me to request I would represent to you 
the cruel and oppressive conduct of the American people living on the borders of the Indian nation, and which he 
was in hopes, from a talk you were pleased to send him some weeks since, would have been put a stop to, and peace 
restored between the Indians and American people. But, far from any stop being put to their inroads and encroach- 
ments, they are pouring in by hundreds at a time, not only from the land side, but ascending the Appalachicola 
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in vessel loads. Thus, the Indians have been compelled to take up arms to defend their homes from a set of lawless 





invaders. 

Your known philanthropy and good will to the Indians induces the head chiefs to hope that you will lose no 
time in using your influence to put a stop to those invasions of their lands, and order that those who have already 
presumed to seize our fields may retire therefrom. : 

The Indians have seized two persons they think have been greatly instrumental in bringing the Americans upon 
them, and they are now in their possession as prisoners. It is even reported they have made sales of Indian lands 
without the knowledge, consent, or approbation of the chiefs of the nation; and from their long residence in the 
nation, and the great influence the one of those people formerly enjoyed among the chiefs as their chief, there is 


some reason to believe he has been guilty of improper conduct to the Indian nation. 
Gen. Mircuett, 4gent for Indian Affairs. 


No, 4. 
Petition of the chiefs of the Lower Creek nation to Governor Cameron. 


We, the undersigned, are deputed by the chiefs of the Creek nation to wait on your excellency, and lay before 
you their heavy complaints. 

To the English we have always looked up as friends, as protectors, and on them we now call to aid us in repelling 
the approaches of the Americans, who, regardless of treaties, are daily seizing our lands and robbing our people. 
They feos already built seven forts on our land; they are making roads and running lines into the very heart of our 
country; and, without the interference of the English, we shall soon be driven from the land we inherited from our 
forefathers. 

The Americans tell us the English will regard us no more, and we had better submit to them; but we cannot 
submit to their shackles, and will rather die in defence of our country. 

When peace was made between the English and Americans, we were told by Lieutenant Colonel Nichols that 
the Americans were to give up our lands they had taken from us, and we were desired to live quietly and peaceably, 
in nowise molesting the Americans. We have strictly followed those orders, but the Americans have not complied 
with the treaty. Colonel Nichols left Mr. Hambly in charge of the fort at Prospect Bluff, with orders to hear us 
if any cause of complaints, and represent the same to the British Government; but he turned traitor and brought 
the Americans down on the fort, which was blown up, and many of our red brethren destroyed in it. The ammu- 
nition stores intended for our use were either destroyed or taken off by the Americans. We have sent several mes- 
sengers to inform your excellency of these proceedings of the Americans, but they have never returned to us with 
ananswer. ‘Three of our red brethren have lately been killed by the Americans while hunting on our lands, and 
they threaten to attack the towns of Mickasuky and Sahwahnee, the only two large towns left us in the Creek 


nation; and without aid from your excellency, we cannot repel their attack. | mt 
‘e are therefore deputed to demand of your excellency the assistance of troops and ammunition, that we may 


be able effectually to repel the attack of the Americans, and prevent their further encroachments; and, if we return 
without assistance, the Americans, who have their spies among us, will the more quickly come upon us. 
We most humbly pray your excellency will send such a force as will be respected and make us respectable. 


[ The following endorsed on the foregoing. } 


Cuartes Cameron, Esq., Governor, Commander-in-chief, §c. 

I beg leave to represent to your excellency the necessity of my again returning to the Indian nation with the 
deputies from the chiefs; and, as my trouble and expense can only be defrayed by permission to take goods to dis- 
pose of among them, I pray your excellency will be pleased to grant me such a letter or license as will prevent 
me from being captured, in case of meeting any Spanish cruiser on the coast of Florida. 


The court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at 7 o’clock. 
Fort Sr. Marks, fpril 27, 1818. 


The court corivened pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
Major General E. P. Gaines, President. 


Members. 
Colonel King, Colonel Dyer, 
Colonel Williams, Lieutenant Colonel Lindsay, 
Lieutenant Colonel Gibson, Lieutenant Colonel Elliott, 
Major Muhlenburg, Major Fanning, 
Major Montgomery, Major Minton, 
Captain Vashon, Captain Crittenden. 


Lieutenant J. M. Glassell, Recorder. 


When the further examination of the witness, Peter B. Cuok, took place, viz: 

Question by the prisoner. How long have you been acquainted with the settlements on the Sahwahnee? 

Answer. Between six and seven months. 

Question by the prisoner. For what term of years did you engage to live with the prisoner? 

Auswer. For no stated period; I was taken by the year. 

Question by the pw Were you not discharged by the prisoner from his employ? 

Answer. He told me he had no further use for me after | had written the letters to Providence. 

Question. Where did you stay after you were discharged? 

Answer. I stayed in a smali house belonging to a boy called St. John, under the protection of Nero. 

Question. What was the subject matter of the letters you wrote to Providence? 

Auswer. After being refused by the prisoner a small venture to Providence, | wrote to my friends for the means 
to trade by myself. 

a by the prisoner. Do you believe the prisoner had knowledge of the venture being on board the schoo- 
ner 
Answer. I do not believe he did; it was smal!, and in my trunk. 

Question by the prisoner. Do you know that Ambrister was the agent of the prisoner? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you think that the powder and lead shipped would more than supply the Indian and negro hunters? 
Answer. I did not see the powder and lead myself, but was told by Bowlegs that he had a great quantity; he 


had them keeping to fight with. ; 
Question. Did the Indians reside on the east side of the river? 


Answer. They dd. : 
Question. You were asked if the negroes and Indians, when the letter marked A was communicated, did not 


take uparms. Had they received information of the defeat of the [Indians at Mickasuky prior to that time? 


Answer. It was afterwards, I believe, they received the information. | 
Question. Did not Bowlegs keep other powder than that got from the prisoner? _ 
Answer. He had some he got from the bluff, which was nearly done; he said his hunters were always bother- 


ing him about powder. 
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Question. Did you state that, at the time Ambrister ascended the river, there was no other vessel at the mouth 


of the river? ; 
Answer. There was none other there; there was one had sailed. 


Question. ‘There is a letter A spoken of; how do you know that the son of the prisoner had that letter in his 
ssession? : ae . a : , 

” Answer. I saw him with it, which he dropped, and a boy called John picked it up and gave it to me. 
Question. You stated that the Indians and negroes doubted the fidelity of the prisoner in sending letters to the 


Prince Regent; do you think the prisoner would have been punished by them had he not complied with their wishes? 
{do not know. 


Answer. 
Question. Do you believe the prisoner was compelled to write the Indian communications? 


Answer. He was not compelled. 

Wititam Hama cy, a witness for the prosecution, being duly sworn, and commencing a statement of what he 
heard the chiefs say, and the prisoner objecting to hearsay evidence of that kind, the court was cleared in order to 
take the question; when they decided that the prisoner’s objection was not valid. The witness was therefore re- 
called, and stated that, fifteen or twenty days after the prisoner arrived at Ocklocknee, the Semitiole Indians began 
to steal horses from the United States’ settlements, and committed murders on the Satilla river, which, he was in- 
formed by them, was at the instigation of the prisoner. The chiets of the Little Villages, in witness’s neighbor- 
hood, then desired him to write a few lines to the prisoner, stating those reports, and that he did not know that 
those Indians he was exciting had long been outlawed, and cautioned him against such proceedings, or he might be 
involved in their ruin. This the witness did; when the prisoner wrote him a long and insulting letter, which was 
lost, upbraiding the witness for calling those indians outlaws, and accusing him of exciting the Indians to cruel war. 
The witness was told by chiefs and Indians, who had seen the prisoner, that he advised them to go to war with the 
United States, if they did not surrender them the lands which had been taken from them, and that the British Go- 
vernment would support them in it. 

The Indians that took the witness and a certain Mr. Doyle prisoners, which happened on the 13th of December 
last, told them it was by the prisoner’s order; and, on their arrival at the Mickasuky, (as prisoners,) King Hijah 
and all his chiefs told them it was by the prisoner’s orders they were taken and robbed. On their arrival at Suwa- 
ny, they were told by the Indian and negro chiefs, who sate in council over them, that the prisoner had advised he 
should be given up to five or six Choctaw Indians, who were saved from the negro fort, who would revenge them-. 
selves for the loss of their friends at that place. On their return from Suwany, the chief King, Hijah, told them 
that he had got the prisoner to write several letters for him; one to the Governor of Providence, one to the British 
minister at Washington, one to the Secretary of State in London, and one to the American agent for Indian affairs, 
protesting against the proceedings of the commanding officer at Fort Scott. While the witness was at Suwany, 
the Indian chiefs told him that the prisoner had arrived at that place with ten kegs of powder on board his vessel; 
and, whilst in Fort St. Marks, some time in March, Hillis Hajo, or Francis, brought an order from the prisoner to 
the commandant for two kegs of powder, with other articles, which were in his possession. 

Question by the court. Were any murders or depredations committed on the white settlements by the Indians 
previous to the prisoner’s arrival at Ocklocknee? 

Answer. None, except one murder at Fort Gaines, which was before or about the time of the prisoner’s arrival. 

Sa. How long have you resided among the Indians? State to the court whether you are acquainted with 
the Indian language, and how long since you learned it? 

Answer. I have resided among them fourteen years, and have understood their language twelve years. 

Question. Do you believe the Seminoles would have commenced the business of murder and depredation on 
the white settlements had it not been at the instigation of the prisoner, and a promise, on his part, of British pro- 
tection? 

Answer. I do not believe they would without they had been assured of British protection. 

Question by the court. What was the light in which the prisoner was viewed by the hostile Seminoles? Was 
it that of an authorized agent of the British Government? 

Answer. The different chiefs always represented him to me as such. The witness recognised the letter marked 
G, and signed A. Arbuthnot, as being a copy of the one alluded to in his testimony as lost. 

Question by the prisoner. Are you acquainted with the prisoner’s hand -writing? 

Answer. I have seen it, but cannot say [ am acquainted with it. 

Question. Is that which you have just seen, and say is the copy of the one you lost, the prisoner’s hand-writing? 

Answer. It looks to be his hand-writing, but I cannot say positively. 

Question. _Was the prisoner considered as the ageut of the Seminoles at the time those murders were committed? 

Answer. I had not seen the prisoner at that time. The Indian chiefs told me that the prisoner had reported 
himself to them as an English agent. 

Question. Where «lid you understand the prisoner to be when you were taken prisoner? 

Answer. The Indians told us that he had gone over to Providence, but was expected back by the time we should 


arrive at Suwany. ' we ; : ; 
Question. Did you not request King Hijah to prevail upon the prisoner to give you a passage in his schooner to 


Providence? 

Answer. Yes, but was told that the prisoner refused it; stating that, if we were forced upon him, he would blind- 
fold us, and make us walk overboard. 

Question. What were the reasons given by King Hijah for the prisoner’s not granting your request? 

Answer. King Hijah stated that the prisoner was fearful of meeting with an American vessel, where we should 
be taken out, and he thereby lose his schooner. 

Epmunp Doy e, a witness on the part of the prosecution, being duly sworn, was questioned as follows: 

Question by the Judge Advocate. Do you know any thing that would lead to substantiate the charges against 
the prisoner now before you? 

Answer. I know nothing but from common report. 

Wittiam Futon, an evidence in the present prosecution, being duly sworn, testified to the copy of the letter 
from A. Arbuthnot to General Mitchel, agent for [ndian affairs, dated Suwany, January 19, 1818, and marked No. 6, 
as acknowledged by the prisoner to be the same in substance as one written by himself at that time. An extract 


from the letter was then read. 


No. 6. 


Extract from a letter written by £. Arbuthnot to General ~ fo American agent for the Creek nation of Indians, 
date 
SanwauneEg, January 19, 1818. 


In ae this liberty of addressing you, sir, in behalf of the unfortunate Indians, believe me I have no wish but 
to see an end put toa war, which, if persisted in, I foresee must eventually be their ruin; and as they were not the - 
aggressors, if, in the height of their rage, they commit any excesses, that you will overlook them as the just ebullitions 
of an indignant spirit against an invading foe. 
I have the honor, &c. 

: A. ARBUTHNOT. 

By order of King Hijah and Bowlegs, acting for themselves and the other Chiefs. 
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_—— by the prisoner. Where did the prisoner acknowledge the letter just read to be a copy of the one writ- 
ten by himself? 
b thecong In the encampment before this place, about the 6th or 7th instant. 

Question by the prisoner. Was not the acknowledgment when he was a prisoner? 

Answer. it was. ‘ ' . 

Question by the prisoner. Did you hear a gentleman say to the prisoner, whilst in custody, that those who recom- 
mended the scalping-knife and tomahawk should feel their keenest edge? 

Answer. I did hear a gentleman say that those who excited the Indians to the murder of the unoffending should 
feel the keenest edge of the scalping-knife; but, as well as [ recollect, that observation was not made until after the 
repeated acknowledzments of the prisoner of having written the letter. — 

Question by the court. Was not the confession of the prisoner to this letter made voluntarily, and without any 
constraint whatever? 

Answer. I conceive it was. 

The evidence on the part of the prosecution being closed, the prisoner required Robert C. Ambrister as one of 
his witnesses, against whom criminal charges had been filed, and who was in custody on account thereof; to which 
the Judge Advocate objecting, the court was cleared to take its sense; when it was decided that Robert C. Ambris- 
ter, now in custody for similar offences with the prisoner, cannot be examined as evidence before this court. 


Joun Lewis Puenrx, a previous witness, now on the part of the prisoner, being again sworn, was questioned as 
follows, viz: ; ; 

Question by the prisoner. Was there any other vessel at the mouth of the Suwany river when Ambrister seized 
your schoonerr 

Answer. Yes. . 

Question. What vessel was it? Was it not the vessel which Ambrister came in? 

Answer. It was a sloop, and [ understood Ambrister came in her. 

Question. Did Ambrister ever mention to you who recunimended him to seize the prisoner’s schooner, or who 
assisted him in stimulating the negroes to do so? 

Answer. No; | understood he came on board of his own accord. 

Question by the court. Have you, since you commanded the prisoner’s vessel, ever brought any arms to that 
part of the country? ; 

Answer. Nos [ brought a quantity of lead and ten kegs of powder in the last trip. 

Joun Wunstet, a former witness on the part of the prosecution, being recalled on behalf of the prisoner, was 
questioned as follows, viz: ad 

uestion by the prisoner. Are you not of opinion that the letter which you say was written by the prisoner to the 

Little Prince is now in the possession of the Little Prince? 

Answer. After reading it, I returned to him, and believe it to be still in his possession, as Indians seldom de- 
stroy papers of that kind. ; 

Pike prisoner requesting some time to make up his defence, he was given until to-morrow evening, at four o’clock. 


Fort Sr. Mark’s, .fpril 28th, four o’clock, P. M. 


‘The Recorder having read over the proceedings of the court with closed doors, the prisoner was recalled into 
court, and made the defence, marked K, and attached to these proceedings. ‘The doors were then closed, and, after 
most mature deliberation on the evidence adduced, the court find the prisoner, Alexander Arbuthnot, guilty of the 
lirst specification to the first charge, and guilty of the first charges guiity of the first and second specifications of the 
second charge, and guilty of the second charge, leaving out the words ‘*acting as a spy;’’ they therefore do, on the 
most mature reflections, sentence the prisoner, Alexander Arbuthnot, to be suspended by ihe neck until he is dead; 


‘wo-thirds of the court concurring. eDMUND P. Gaines 
vee Bi i . rA N vie? 
Major General by brevet, President of the Court. 
S. M. GLASSELL, Recorder. 


DEFENCE. (K.) 


May it please this Honorable Court: ; 

‘The prisoner arraigned before you is sensible of the indulgence granted by this honorable court in the exami- 
nation of the case now betore them.  [t is not the wish of the prisoner, in making his defence, to tire the patience of 
the court by a minute reference to the voluminous documents and papers, or to recapitulate the whole of the testi- 
mony which has come before the honorable court in the course of this investigation. Nor is it the intention of the 
prisoner to waste the invaluable time of this court by appeals to their feelings or sympathy, though [ am persuaded 
that sympathy no where more abounds than in a generous American breast. My only appeal is to the sound and 
impartial judgment of this honorable court, the purity and uprightness of their hearts, that they will dispassion- 
ately and patiently weigh the evidence they have before them, apply the law, and on these, and these alone, pro- 
nounce their judgment. 

If this honorable court please, I shall now proceed to examine the law and evidence that is relied on by this hon- 
orable court in support of the first charge and specification. Winslet, a witness on the part of the prosecution, says, 
the Little Prince showed him a letter written in June last, signed A. Arbuthnot, requesting his friendship with the 
lower nation of Indians; the same witness stated that he believed the letter to be now in the possession of the Little 
Prince. Here, may it pleese this honorable court, 1 would call their attention to the law relating to evidence; first 
presuming that the rules of evidence are the same, whether in civil or military tribunals.—Macomd, 99. 

This point being conceded, the next inquiry is, what are the rales of evidence with respect to the admission of 
letters, or papers of private correspondence, in a court of criminal jurisdiction? May it please this honorable court, 
must you not produce the original letters and papers, if they are not lost or mislaid, so that.they cannot be obtained; 
and, in case they are lost, proof must be made of the hand-writing being the same as that of the original before they 
van be received as evidence?—( Macomb on Courts Martial; Peake’s Evidence; Gilbert?s Laws of Evidence.) No 
instance can be cited where a copy of a letter was read as evidence when the original could be obtained, much less 
the giving in evidence the contents of such letter from bare recollection. ‘The only proof that this honorable court 
has of the existence of such a letter being in the hands of any person, or its contents being known, is the vagrant 
memory of a vagrant individual. Make this a rule of evidence, and, I ask you, when would implication, construc- 
tion, and invention stop? whose property, whose reputation, and whose life would be safe? Here I would beg leave 
to mention a remark made by the president of this court in the course of this investigation, which was, that, notwith- 
standing the letter was proved by the witness to be in the possession of the Little Prince, this court could not notice 
that circumstance, because there was no means by which it could be obtained. I would ask the honorable court 
what means they have adopted, or what exertions have they made, to procure this letter? If the honorable court 
please, I shall here close the defence on the first charge and specification, believing that they are neither supported 
by law nor evidence. 

May it please the honorable court, [ will now come to the second charge, and first specification of that charge. 
In support of this charge and specification, the evidence is a letter written tomy son. If the court please, this letter 
was written in consequence of the situation of my property at Sahwahnee, and the large debts that were due me from 

Bowlegs and his people. Nothing. i believe, of an inflammatory nature can be found on reading the document marked 
A, authorizing the opinion that I was prompting the Indians to war. On the contrary, if the honorable court will 
examine the document marked A, they will see that I wished to lull their fears, by informing them that it was the 
negroes, and not the Indians, the Americans were principally moving against. If the honorable court please, I will 
make a few remarks on the second specitication, and here close my defence, In proof of this charge, the court have 
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before them the evidence of Hambly, Cook, and sundry letters purporting to be written by myself to different indi- 
viduals. May it please the court, what does Cook prove? Why, that I had ten kegs of powder at Sahwahnee. Let 
me appeal to the experience of this court, if they think that this quantity of powder would supply one thousand In- 
dians, and an equal number of blacks, more than two months for hunting? As to the letters named in this specifi- 
cation, may it please the court, the rules of evidence laid down in the first part of this defence will apply with equal 
force in the present case. It remains now, may it please the court, to say something as to Hambly’s testimony; 
and, may it please this honorabie court, the rule laid down in this case as to hearsay evidence will be found without 
a precedent. A strong case was stated by an intelligent member of this court, on the examination of this part of the 
evidence; that is, would you receive as testimony what a third person had said, who, if present, you would reject as 
incompetent? Apply this principle to the present case; could an Indian be examined on oath in our courts of judi- 
cature? If, then, the testimony of savages is inadmissible, Hambly proves nothing. . 

Here, may it please this honorable court, I close my reply to the charges and specifications preferred against me; 
being a persuaded that, should there be cause of censure, my judges will, in the language of the law, lean to the 
side of mercy. 


Continuation of the minutes of the proceedings of a special court, whereof Major General Gaines is President, 
convened by order of the 26th of April, 1818. 


Forr St. Marks, pril 27, 1818. 


The court proceeded to the trial of Robert C. Ambrister, a British subject, who, being asked if he had any ob- 
jections to any one of the members of the court, and replying in the negative, was arraigned on the following charges 


and specifications, viz: 
Charges against Robert C. Ambrister, now in custody, who says he is a British subject. 
Cuarce Ist. Aiding, abetting, and comforting the enemy, supplying them with means of war, he being a sub- 
ject of Great Britain, at peace with the United States, and lately an officer in the British colonial marines. 


Specification 1st. ‘That the said Robert C. Ambrister did give intelligence of the movements and operations of 
the American army between the Ist and 20th of March, 1818, and did excite them (the negroes and Indians) to war 
against the army of the United States, by sending their warriors to meet and fight the American army, whose 
Government was at peace and friendship with the United States and all her citizens. 


Cuarce 2d. Leading and commanding the Lower Creeks in carrying on a war against the United States. 


Specification 1st. ‘That the said Robert C. Ambrister, a subject of Great Britain, which Government was in 
peace and amity with the United States and all her citizens, did, between the Ist of February, and 20th of March, 
1818, levy war against the United States, by assuming command of the Indians, in hostility and open war with the 
United States, and ordering a party of them to meet the army of the United States, and give them battle, as will ap- 
pear by his letters to Governor Cameron, of New Providence, dated 20th March, 1818, which are marked A, B, C, 
and D, and the testimony of Mr. Peter B. Cook, and Captain Lewis of the schooner Chance. 


By order of the court, 
J. M. GLASSELL, Recorder. 


To which charges and specifications pleaded as follows, viz: 


To the Ist charge and specification, not guilly. : 4 
To the 2d charge and specification, gui/ty, and justification. 
The court adjourned until to-morrow morning at seven o’clock. 


Fort Sr. Margs, Zpril 28, 1818. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment. Present: 


Major General Gaines, President. 


Members. 
Coionel King, Colonel Dyer, 
Colonel Williams, Lieutenant Colonel Lindsay, 
Lieutenant Colonel Gibson, | Lieutenant Colonel Elliott, 
Major Muhlenburg, Major Fanning, 
Major Montgomery, Major Minton, 
Captain Vashon, Captain Crittenden. 


Lieutenant J. M. Glassell, Recorder. 
The Recorder then read to the court the following order, viz: 


Heap-quakters, Division or THE Soutn, Ansutant GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


(wear St. Margs,) -fpril 28, 1818. 
GENERAL ORDER. 


Captain Allison, of the 7th infantry, is detailed to form a supernumerary member of the special court now sit- 
ting at Fort St. Marks. 
By order, 
ROBERT BUTLER, djutant General. 


Pursuant to the above order, the supernumerary member took his seat. 


Joun Lewis Puenrx, a witness on the part of the presecution, being duly sworn, stated, that about the 5th or 6th 
of April, 1818, his vessel and himself having been captured by the prisoner, and he brought to Suwany as a prisoner, 
there was an alarm among the negroes and Indians, created by learning some news fromm Mickasuky, at which time 
the prisoner appeared active in sending orders, and sending a detachment to meet the American army. The wit- 
ness also stated, that the prisoner appeared to be a person vested with authority among the negro leaders, and give 
orders for their preparation for war, procuring ammunition, &c., and that the leaders came to him for orders; the 
prisoner furnished them with powder and lead, and recommended to them the making of ball, &c. very quickly. 
he witness also stated, that the prisoner occasionally dressed in uniform, with his swords and that on the first 
alarm, which he understood was from Mickasuky by a negro woman, he put on the uniform. 

The witness further stated, that some time about the 20th March, 1818, the prisoner, with an armed body of 
negroes, (twenty-four in number.) came on board his vessel, and ordered him to pilot them to Fort St. Marks, 
bs po pag he intended to capture before the Americans could get there, threatening to hang the witness if he 

id not obey. 


_ Question by the court. Did you ever understand by whose authority, and for what purpose, the accused came. 
into the country? 


Answer. I have frequently heard him say he came to attend to Mr. Woodbine’s business at the bay of Tamper. 


| 
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Question by the prisoner. Did I not tell you, when I came on board the schooner Chance, I wished you to pilot 
me to Saint Marks, as [ was informed that two Americans, by the names of Hambly and Doyle, were confined 


there, and [ wished to have them relieved from their confinement? 
Answer. You stated you wanted to get Hambly and Doyle from St. Marks. I do not know what were your 


intentions in so doing. 

Question. Did [not tell you that 1 expected the Indians would fire upon me when arriving at Saint Marks? 

Answer. You did not. You stated that you intended to take the fort in the night by surprise. 

Question. Did you see me give ammunition to the negroes and Indians? if so, how much, and at what time? 

Answer. I saw you give powder and lead to the negroes when you came on buard, and advised them to make 
balls; and I saw you give liquor and paint to the Indians. 

Question. Have you not often heard me say, between the Ist and 20th of April, that I would not have any thing 
to do with the negroes and Indians in exciting them to war with the United States? 

Answer. About the 15th of April | heard you say you would not have any thing to do with the negroes and 
Indians; | heard nothing about exciting them to war. 

Question. Can you read writing? 


Answer. Not English writing. = a P , 
Question. Did you not hear me say, when arriving at Suwany, that I wished to be off immediately for Providence? 


Answer. Ldid not. After the alarm, you said you wished to be off for Tamper. | 
Question. Did you not say to the accused you wished to visit Mr. Arbuthnot, at his store, on Suwany, and get 


provisions yourself 

Answer. I did not. I stated I wanted provisions. 

Question. Did [ send or command any Indians to go and fight the Americans? 

Answer. I did not exactly know that you sent them; the Indians and negroes were crowding before your door, 
and you were dividing the paint, &c. among them; and [ understood a party was going to march. 

Question. Did I not give up the schooner in charge to you as captain? 

Answer. After our return from Suwany town, you directed me to take charge of her to go to Tamper. 


Joun J. AnsuTHNoT, a witness on the part of the prosecution, being duly sworn, stated, that some time about the 
23d of March, the prisoner came with a body of negroes, partly armed, to his father’s store on Suwany river, and 
told the witness that he had come to do justice to the country by taking the goods and distributing them among the 
negroes and Indians, which the witness saw the prisoner do; and that the prisoner stated to him that he had come 
to the country on Woodbine’s business to see the negroes righted. ‘The witness has further known the prisoner to 
give orders to the negroes; and that, at his suggestion, a party wes sent from Suwany to meet the Americans to give 
them battle, which party returned on meeting the Mickasuky Indians in their flight. The witness also testified to 
the fullowing letter, marked A, and referred to in the specification of the 2d charge as the writing of the prisoner. 


A. 
Robert C. Ambrister to Governor Cameron. 


SaHwaHNeg, (near St. Mank’s Fortr,) March 20, !818. 


Sir: 

I am requested particularly by all our Indian chiefs, to acquaint your excellency that the Americans have com- 
menced host.lities with them two years ago, and have advanced some considerable distance in their country, and are 
uow making daily progress. ‘They say they sent a number of letters to your excellency by Mr. Arbuthnot, but have 
never received one answer, which makes them believe that he never delivered them, and will oblige them much if 
you will let them know whether he did or not. The purport of the letters was begging your excellency to be kind 
enough to send them down some gunpowder, muskets, balls, lead, cannon, &c., as they are now confpletely out of 
these articles; the Americans may march through the whole territory in one month, and, without arms, &c., they 
must surrender. Hillis Hajo, or Francis, the Indian chief, the one that was in England, tells me to let your excel- 
lency know, that the Prince Regent told him that, whenever he wanted ammunitiun, your excellency would sup- 
ply him with as much as he wanted. ‘They beg me to press upon your excellency’s mind to send the above 
mentioned articles down by the vessel that brings this to you, as she will sail for this place immediately, and let the 
Prince Regent know of their situation. Any letters that your excellency may send down be good enough to direct 
to me, as they have great dependence in my writing. Any news that your excellency may have respecting them 
and America, you will be doing a great favor to let me know, that I may send among them. 

There is now a very large body of Americans and Indians, who I expect will attack us every day, and God only 
knows how it will be decided; but IL must only say this will be the last effort with us. here has been a body of 
fudians gone to meet them, and I have sent another party. I hope your excellency will be pleased to grant the 
favor they request. 1 have nothing further to add, 

But am, sir, with due respect, your obedient humble servant, 
ROBERT C. AMBRISTER. 


Question by the prisoner. Did you hear me say that 1 came on Woodbine’s business? 

Answer. i did. 

Question by the prisoner. Were not the negroes alluded to at Arbuthnot’s store before I arrived? 

Answer. No. You came with them. 

Perer B. Cook, a witness on the part of the prosecution, being duly sworn, stated, that he never heard the 
prisoner give any orders to negroes or indians; that the prisoner distributed Arbuthnot’s goods, and also paint, to 
the negroes and Indians; also that some powder was brought from the vessel to Suwany by the prisoner, and dis- 
tributed among the negroes by Nero. Some time in March the prisoner took Arbuthnot’s schooner, and, with an 
armed party of negroes (twenty-four in number) set out for St. Marks, for the purpose of taking Arbuthnot’s goods 
at that place, and stated that he would compel the commandant to deliver them up. On hearing of the approach of 
the American army, the prisoner told the negroes it was useless to run: for, if they ran any further, they would be 
driven into the sea. The prisoner told the witness that he had been a lieutenant in the British army, under Colonel 
Nichols. ‘The prisoner was sent by Woodbine to Tamper to see about those negroes he had left there. ‘The pri- 
soner told the witness that he had written a letter to Governor Cameron for ammunition for the Indians some time 
in March; and also told the witness that he had a commission in the patriot army, under McGregor, and that he 
had expected a captaincy. ‘The witness testified that the following letters, marked A, B,C, and D, and referred to 
in the specification to the 2d charge, were in the hand-writing of the prisoner, and one marked E, 


Nors.—The letter marked A, is copied in a previous part of these proceedings. 


B. 


From Robert C. Ambrister to Major Edward Nichols. 
Suwany, NEAR RIVER APPALACHICOLA. 


Dear Sir: 
Francis and all the ludian chiefs have requested me particularly to acquaint you that the Americans have 


commenced hostilities with them these two years past, and are making daily progress in their territory, and say they 
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will proceed; that you are the only friend they have in that part of the world, and hope that you will exert yourself 
in their behalf, and ask for as much assistance as can be had; that the Americans are at the forks of the river Appa- 
lachicola; they have written a number of times to England and Providence, but have never received one answer; 
they expect the man never delivered the letters, but they have full hopes in my writing; they request you would 
make the Prince Regent acquainted with their deplorable situation; the Americans have been very cruel since they 
commenced, and [ hope you will lose not a single moment in forwarding their views; they say they will be extremely 
happy to see you out; nothing would give them greater pleasure than to see you out at this present time. If they 
should not see you, to send them out all news and directions, that they may be guided by it. ‘There are about three 
hundred blacks at this place, and a few of our bluff people; they beg me to say they depend on your promises and 
expect you are on the way out; they have stuck to the cause, and will always believe in the faith of you, and any 
directions you rr give. Send = me at this place and I will do what I can. 
nd remain, my dear sir, most truly yours 
— oe ROBERT C. AMBRISTER. 
N. B. Francis says you must bring the horses when you come out, that you promised, ‘and that his house has been 
burot down aud burnt his uniform clothes. RA 


C. 


From Robert C. Ambrister to Governor Cameron. 
Marcu 20, 1818. 
Sir: ; 

1 am requested particularly by the Indian chiefs to acquaint your excellency that the Americans have com- 
menced hostilities with them a long time since, and have advanced some distance in their territory, and are still con- 
tinuing to udvance; that they, the chiefs of Florida, have sent repeatedly to your excellency, and have never received 
one answer; they suspect Mr. Arbuthnot has never delivered the papers to your ome. they wish me to state to 
you that they are completely out of ammunition, muskets, &c. begging your excellency will be pleased to send them 
the articles above mentioned with a few cannon, as the Americans build their boats so strong that their rifle balls 
cannot penetrate their sides. ‘The captain of the vessel, who will come down again,'L have given orders to make your 
excellency acquainted what time the vessel wiil sail for this place. Your excellency will, 1 hope, be good enough to 
make the Prince Regent acquainted with their situation, and ask for assistance, which they have pressed me very 
hard to press on your excellency’s mind, and likewise to send them down what news may be respecting them and 
the country, which will be a great satisfaction to them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
ROBERT C. AMBRISTER. 


N. B. They beg your excellency will be as expeditious as possible, that your excellency is the only dependence 
they have, and whom the Prince Regent tuld them would give them every assistance that laid in your power. 


D. 
From Robert C. Ambrister to Governor Cameron. 


Suwany, NEAR Fort St. Marks, March 20, 1818. 
Sir: 

I am requested by Francis and all the Indian chiefs to acquaint your excellency that they are at war with the 
Americans, and have been some time back; that they are in great distress for want of ammunition, balls, arms, &c. 
and have wrote by Mr. Arbuthnot several times, but they suppose he never delivers them to your excellency. You. 
will oblige them much to let them know whether he did or not. 

I expect the Americans and Indians will attack us daily: [have sent a party of men to oppose them; they beg 
of me to press on your excellency’s mind to lay the situation of the country before the Prince Regent and ask for 
assistance. All news respecting them, your excellency will do a favor to let us know by the first opportunity, that 
{ may make them acquainted; | have given directions to the captain to let your excellency know when the vessel 
will sail for this place. I hope your excellency will be pleased to send them the ammunition; I expect if they do 
not procure some very shortly, that the Americans will march through the country. 

I have nothing further to add. 
I am, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
ROBERT C. AMBRISTER. 


E. 
From Robert C. Ambrister to Peter B. Cook. 


MourTHu OF THE RIVER, T'uEspay, 3 0° clock. 
Dear Cook: 


The boat arrived here about three o’clock on Thursday; the wind has been ahead ever since I have been down; 
the rudder of the vessel is in a bad condition, but I will manage to have it done to-night; the wind, I am in hopes, 
will be fair in the morning, when | will get under weigh and make all possible despatch. I will make old Lewis 
pilot me safe. If those Indians don’t conduct themselves straight, | would use rigorous means with them; beware of 
Mr. Jerry; 1 found him on board when | came; keep a good look out. [have sent two kegs of powder, and one bar 


of lead. 
Yours, &c. R. C. A. 


_ Question by the prisoner. Did you not frequently hear me say that [ would have nothing to do with the Indians 
in exciting them to war with the United States? 

Answer. I do not recollect. 

Question by the prisoner. Are you acquainted with Lewis Phenix, and have you not heard him express ill-will 
against me in consequence of my wishing him to pilot me to St. Marks? 

Answer. I never did. 

Question. Do you know of my sending troops at any time to fight against the United States, and have I not been 
constantly with you, so that you would have had an opportunity of knowing if there had been any sent by me? 

Answer. IL have not; they might have been sent without my knowledge. 


Jacos Harmon, a witness on the part of the prosecution, being duly sworn, stated that, sometime in the latter 
end of March, or first of April, the prisoner touk possession of the schooner Chance, with an armed party of negroes, 
and stated his intentions of taking St. Marks on his way thither going ashore; he learned from some Indians that 
Arbuthnot had gone on to St. Marks, which induced him to return. ‘The witness also stated that, while the prisonee 
was on board, he had complete command of the negroes who considered him as their captain. ‘The prisoner took 
the cargo of the vessel up towards Suwany, which consisted of, with other articles, nine kegs of powder, and fivr 
hundred pounds of lead. ; 
P on evidence on both sides being closed, the prisoner was allowed until five o’clock this evening to make his 

efenc. 
93 m 
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The time allowed the prisoner for the preparation of his defence having expired he was brought before the court, 
and made the defence marked M, which is attached to these proceedings. 

The court was then cleared, and the proceedings read over by the Recorder, when, after due deliberation on the 
testimony brought forward, the court find the prisoner, Robert C. Ambrister, guilty of so much of the specification 
to the first charge as follows: viz. *‘ and did excite them to war with the United States by sending their warriors 
to meet and fight the American army, he being a subject of Great Britain, which Government was at peace and 
friendship with the United States and all her citizens.” But not guilty of the other part of the specification; guilty 
of the first charge; guilty of the specification of the second charge, and guilty of the second charges; and do there- 
- sentence the prisoner, Robert C, Ambrister, fo suffer death by being shot, two-thirds of the court concurring 
therein. 

One of the members of the court requesting a reconsideration of his vote on the sentence, the sense of the court 
was taken thereon, and deciding in the affirmative, when the vote was again taken, and the court sentence the 
prisoner to receive fifty stripes on his bare back, and be confined with a bali and chain to hard labor for twelve 


calendar months. 


The court adjourned sine die. 
EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major General, by brevet, President of the Court. 
J. M. GLASSELL, Recorder. 


DEFENCE M. 
Fort Sr. Marks, 4pril 28, 1818. 


The United States of America vs. Robert Christy Ambrister. 


Who being arraigned before a special court-martial upon the following charges, to wit: 

Ist. Aiding, abetting, and comforting the enemy; supplying them with the means of war; he being a subject of 
Great Britain at peace with the United States, and lately an officer in the British colonial marines. 

Cuarce 2d. Sending and commanding the Lower Creek Indians in carrying on war against the United States. 

To the first charge the prisoner at the bar pleaded not guilty, and as to the second charge he pleaded guilty, and 
justification. The prisoner at the bar feels grateful to this honorable court for their goodness in giving him a suffi- 
cient time to deliberate, and arrange his defence on the above charges. The prisoner at the bar here avails himself 
of the opportunity of stating to this court that, inasmuch as the testimony, which was introduced in this case, was 
very explicit, and werit to every point the prisoner could wish, he has nothing further to offer in his defence, but 


puts himself upon the mercy of the honorable court. 
ROBERT C. AMBRISTER. 


Heap-quarters, Diviston or THe Sovtu, ADJuTANT GENERAL’s Orricr, 
Camp four miles north of Sr. Marks, 4pril 29, 1818. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


Ata special court-martial, commenced on the 26th instant at St. Marks, and continued until the night of the 
28th, of which Brevet Major General E. P. Gaines is President, was tried A. Arbuthnot on the following charges 
and specifications, viz: 

Cuarce Ist. Exciting and stirring up the Creek Indians to war against the United States and her citizens; he, 
A. Arbuthnot, being a subject of Great Britain, with whom the United States are at peace. 

Cuarce 2d. Acting as a spy, aiding, abetting, and comforting the enemy, and supplying them with the means of 
war. 
Cuarce 3d. Exciting the Indians to murder and destroy William Hambly and Edmund Doyle, confiscate their 
property, and causing their arrest with a view to their condemnation to death, and the seizure of their property, 
they being citizens of Spain, on account of their active and zealous exertions to maintain peace between Spain. the 
United States, and the Indians. 

To which charges the prisoner pleaded not guilty. The court, after mature deliberation on the evidence 
adduced, find the prisoner, A. Arbuthnot, guilty of the first charge, and guilty of the second charge, leaving out 
the words ** acting as a spy;” and, after mature reflection, sentence him, A. Arbuthnot, to be suspended by the 
neck until he is dead. 

Was also tried Robert C. Ambrister, on the following charges, viz: 

Cuarce Ist. Aiding, abetting, and comforting the enemy, and supplying them with the means of war, he being 
a subject of Great Britain, (who are at peace with the United States,) and late an officer in the British colonial 
marines. 

Cuarce 2&1. Leading and commanding the Lower Creek Indians in carrying on a war against the United States. 

To which charges the prisoner pleaded as follows: viz. ‘To the first charge not guilty; to the second charge 
guilty, and justification. 

The court, on examination of evidence, and on mature deliberation, find the prisoner, Robert C. Ambrister, 
guilty of the first and second charges, and do therefore sentence him to suffer death by being shot. The members 
requesting a reconsideration of the vote on this sentence, and it being had, they sentence the prisoner to receive 
fifty stripes on his bare back, and be confined with a ball and chain to hard labor for twelve calendar months. 

The Commanding General approves the finding and sentence of the court in the case of A. Arbuthnot, and 
approves the finding and first sentence of the court in the case of Robert C. Ambrister, and disapproves the recon- 
aietien of the sentence of the honorable court in this case. It appears from the evidence and pleading of the 
prisoner that he did lead and command, within the territory of Spain, (being a subject of Great Britain,) the Indians 
in war against the United States, those nations being at peace. It is an established principle of the laws of nations 
that any individual of a nation making war against the citizens of another nation, they being at peace, forfeits his 
allegiance, and becomes an outlaw and pirate; this is the case of Robert C. Ambrister, clearly shown by the evi- 
dence adduced. 

The Commanding General orders that Brevet Major A. C. W. Fanning, of the corps of artillery, will have, 
between the hours of eight and nine o’clock, A. M., A. Arbuthnot suspended by the io, with a rope, until he is 
dead, and Robert C. Ambrister to be shot to death, agreeably to the sentence of the court. 

John James Arbuthnot will be furnished with a passage to Pensacola-by the first vessel. 

The special court, of which Brevet Major General E. P. Gaiues is President, is dissolved. 


By order of Major General Jackson. S 
ROBERT BUTLER, 2djutant General. 
ApsuTant ANp [Nspecror Genera’s Orrice, ,Sepfember 23, 1818. . 
A true copy from the original papers on file in this office. 


Department oF War, August 14, 1818, 


Sir: 


__T enclose for your information a copy of the orders to General Gaines, growing out of the late decision of the 
President, relative te St. Marks and Pensacola. [See letter to General Gaines of August 14, 1818.] 
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I was directed by the President to wait the reply of the Spanish minister to Mr. Adams’s letter to him, which, 
not being received until the day before yesterday, has caused so great a delay as to render it necessary to send the 
orders direct to General Gaines, without passing them eats j 

have, &c. 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


Major General Anprew Jackson, Nashville, Tennessee. 


In THE House or Representatives, January 12, 1819. 


Mr. Tuomas M. Netson, from the Committee on Military Affairs, consisting of Messrs. R. M. Jonnson, Reep, T. M. 
Netson, Huntinoton, Gace, Stewart of North Carolina, and Peter, to whom was referred that part of the 
President’s message of the 17th of November, 1818, which relates to the proceedings of the court-martial in the 
trial of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, and to the conduct of the war against the Seminole Indians, reported: 


That, after a perusal of the various documents submitted to Congress on the subject of the Seminole war, they 
find much difliculty in separating the responsibility of the commanding officer to his Government from the obliga- 
tions of the United States to Spain; but as the occupation and capture of Pensacola and St. Marks are subjects of 
negotiation and correspondence at this time between the two Governments, and as the Committee on Foreign 
Relations will probably find this part of the President’s message more immediately connected with their branch of 
the subject, your committee will confine themselves, in this report, to the trial and execution of Alexander Arbuth- 
not and Robert C. Ambrister. 

On the 26th of April, 1818, general order was issued at head-quarters, Fort St. Marks, by Major General 
Jackson, signed by Colonel Robert Butler, Adjutant General, detailing ** a special court-martial, to meet at twelve 
o’clock, A. M. for the purpose of investigating charges exhibited against A. Arbuthnot, Robert C. Ambrister, and 
such others, who are similarly situated, as may be brought before it.” 

Your committee do not deem it necessary to attach to their report the proceedings of that court, as every mem- 
ber of the house has been furnished with several copies, to which reference can be made. 

Your committee can find no law of the United States authorizing a trial before a military court for offences such 
as are alleged against Arbuthnot and Ambrister, (except so much of the second charge as charges Arbuthnot with 
**acting as a spy,” of which part of the charge the court found him * not guilty,”’) nor, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, does any usage authorize, or exigency appear from the documents accompanying the report of the trial, 
which can justify the assumption and exercise of power by the court-martial and the commanding general on this 
occusion. It is admitted, asa maxim of the law of nations, that “ where the war is with a savage nation, which 
observes no rules, and never gives quarter, we may punish them in the persons of any of their people whom we may 
take, (these belonging to the number of the guilty,) and endeavor, by this rigorous proceeding, to force them to 
respect the laws of humanity; but wherever severity is not absolutely necessary, clemency becomes a duty.” i 

in vain has your committee sought, among the docaments on the subject of the Seminole war, for a shadow of 
necessity for the death of the persons arraigned before the court. ‘The war was at an end, to all intents and pur- 
poses! The enemy’s strong holds had been destroyed; many of them killed or taken prisoners, and the remainder, 
a feeble band, dispersed and scattered in every direction. ‘The Spanish posts of St. Marks, which it was supposed 
had (and no doubt justly) protected them, was also in our possession, and so entirely was the war considered to be 
terminated that the Georgia militia, under General Glasscock, had returned to their homes. Then where was the 
absolute necessity which alone could warrant a departure from the exercise of that clemency of which the United 
States has heretofore so justly boasted? 

Your committee find in the general order of the 29th of April, in which General Jackson orders the execution of 
Arbuthnot and Ambrister, this remarkable reason, intended as a justification of the executions, principally of 
Ambrister, but applying both to Arbuthnot and Ambrister. ‘It is an established principle of the law of nations, 
that any individual of a nation, making war against the citizens of another nation, they being at peace, forfeits his 
allegiance, and becomes an outlaw and a pirate.” It may be asked by what system of interpretation the offences 
charged could be considered as piracies, which imply in common acceptation offences upon the high seas, of which 
the court could not assume cognizance, and it is equally difficult to understand the propriety of the application of 
the term “outlaw” to the offenders—a term which applies only to the relations of individuals with their own Go- 
vernments? It will not be pretended that Lafayette, who volunteered his services in the cause of América, in the 
war which established our independence, forfeited his allegiance, became an outlaw, and subjected himself to an 
ignominious death, had he fallen into the hands of the English! 

Or can it be believed that our voice would be heard in justification of Spain, if she were to execute such of our 
countrymen as she may make prisoners while fighting in the armies of the South American patriots? And if these 
cases should not be considered of such a nature as to warrant a resort to so severe a measure, while they occurred 
with a people in a state of revolution, and considered by the parent countries to be in a state of rebellion; much 
less could these men (Arbuthnot and Ambrister) be considered liable to it, who were acting with a power acknow- 
ledged and treated as sovereign and independent by us. ; , ‘ 

Your committee beg leave to cal! your attention particularly to the case of R. C. Ambrister, who, after having 
been subjected to a trial before a court which had no cognizance or jurisdiction over the offences charged against 
him, was shot by order of the commanding general, contrary to the forms and usages of the army, and without 
regard to the finding of that court, which had been instituted as a guide for himself. Your committee must here, 
in justice to their own feelings, express their extreme regret that it has become their duty to disapprove the conduct of 
one who has, on a former occasion, so eminently contributed to the honor and defence of the nation, as has Major 
General Jackson; but, the more elevated the station, the more exalted the character of the individual, the more neces- 
sary is it, by a seasonable yet temperate expression of public opinion, through the constitutional organ, to prevent 
the recurrence of incidents at variance with the principles of our Government and laws. ; 

Nor can your committee forbear including in their strictures the court-martial who sat on the trial of Arbuthnot 
and Ambrisier. A court-martial is a tribunal erected with limited jurisdiction, having for its guidance the same 
rules of evidence which govern courts of law; and yet Arbuthnot is refused by the court-martial, before whom 
he was on trial for his life, the benefit of the testimony of Ambrister, who had not been put upon his trial at that 
time, and whose evidence would have been received by any court of law, as legal, if not credible. Many other 
exceptions might be made to the evidence recorded in these proceedings. particularly to the question put to the wit- 
ness Hambly, viz: * Do you believe the Seminoles would have commenced the business of murder and depreda- 
tion on the white settlements, had it not been at the instigation of the prisoner, (Arbuthnot,) and a promise, on his 
part, of British protection? Answer: | do not believe they would, without they had been assured of British pro- 
tection.” A leading question is expressly forbidden to be used by a court-martial by Macomb on martial law, and 
of which the court must have been apprised, as it is a work common in the army, and usually referred to by every 
court-martial when in sessions and the question was calculated to elicit an expression of opinion and belief from the 
witness, rather than a statement of facts, upon which alone could the court act. Hearsay evidence in a case of life 
and death, your committee will venture to assert, was never before received against the accused in any court of this 
country; and yet, on the face of the record of the proceedings of the court-martial, hearsay testimony is admitted, 
which had been received from an Indian, who, if present, would not have been allowed to give evidence himself. 
After mature deliberation, your committee beg leave to submit the following resolution: . 
Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the United States disapproves the proceedings in the trial and 


execution of Alexander Arbuthnot and Robert C. Ambrister. 








736 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [1818 





REPORT OF THE MINORITY. 


Mr. R. M. Jounson, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred so much of the President’s 
message as relates to the Seminole war, and the proceedings in the trial of Alexander Arbuthnot and Robert C. 
Ambrister, in behalf of the minority of said committee, made the following counter-report: 


That General Jackson, in a short, though sanguinary, war with the Creek nation of Indians, brought them to 
terms of peace, and, in the summer of 1814, a treaty was concluded with them, wherein they ceded to the United 
States a territory embracing several millions of acres of land. The effect of this cession was the cutting off the In- 
dian establishments between the settlements of the United States in Georgia and Alabama and the Spanish territory. 
This object being obtained, future peace and safety to our citizens in that quarter were confidently anticipated; but, 
contrary to these just expectations, it was discovered that a hostile disposition was still entertained by the Seminole 
tribe of that nation, aided! by fugitive negroes, and instigated by foreign incendiaries. It having been represented 
to the Government that murders had been committed upon our defenceless citizens, General Gaines was ordered, 
in the summer of 1817, with a cohsiderable force, to take a station in that section for their protection. Gen. Gaines 
was directed to keep within the:territorial limits.of the United States, and abstain from every attempt to cross the 
Florida line; but to demand of thé Indians the perpetrators of the crimes thus committed, in order that punishment 
might be inflicted upon the guilty, without iavelvig the innocent, and without a general rupture with these deluded 
savages. The fact of such murders having been mp tone” attended with aggravating circumstances of rapine and 
cruelty, General Gaines, in conformity with his orders, made the demand. ‘The savages, through the deceptive 
representations of foreign incendiaries, were led to believe*that the strength of the United States was not sufficient 
to subdue them; or, if their own forces were incompetent to sustain the conflict, they would receive assistance from 
the British. ‘These promises, made by these ensatherlacd agents, were predicated upon a pretence that the United 
States had bound themselves, by the treaty of Ghent, to restore the lands which the Indians had ceded previously 
to that treaty at Fort Jackson, and that the British Government would enforce its observance. Under this influ- 
ence, they not only refused to deliver the murderers, but repeated their massacres whenever opportunity offered; 
and, to evade the arm of justice, took refuge across the line in Florida. In this state of affairs, in November, 1817, 
Lieutenant Scott, of the United States’ army under Genera! Gaines, with forty-seven persons, men, women, and 
children, in a boat, on the Appalachicola river, about a mile below the junction of the Flint and the Chatahoochee, 
was surprised by an ambuscade of Indians, fired upon, and the whole detachment killed and taken by the Indians, 
except six men, who escaped by flight, one ef whom was wounded. Those who were taken alive on this occasion 
were wantonly murdered by the ferocious savages, who took the little children, and dashed out their brains against 
the side of the boat, and butchered all the helpless females except one, who was afterwards retaken. General Gaines 
was not yet authorized to cross into Florida to enforce a compliance with his demand for the delivery of the mur- 
derers; while the Indians were collecting in large numbers upon the line, which they seemed to think a perfect 
safeguard, and from which they continued their predatory incursions, as opportunity permitted. A letter from the 
Secretary of War of the 9th December, 1817, authorized General Gaines, in case this state of things should continue, 
and it should become impossible by any other means to prevent their depredations, to exercise a sound discretion as 
to crossing the Florida line, to break up their establishments; and, on the 16th of the same month, the Secretary of 
War, by letter directed to General Gaines, fully authorized him to cross the line, and attack the Indians within the 
Spanish territory, should they still refuse to make reparation for depredations already committed, unless they should 
shelter themselves under a Spanish fort; in which case, he was directed to notify the Department. 

Intelligence being received by the War Department of the massacre of Lieutenant Scott and his companions, 
General Jackson was directed, by letter of the 26th December, 1817, to repair to Fort Scott, and take command of 
the forces in that quarter, with authority, in case he should deem it necessary, to call upon the Executives of the 
adjacent States for such additional force as he should think requisite; in which he was referred to the previous or- 
ders given to General Gaines, and directed to concentrate his forces, and adopt the measures necessary to terminate 
a conflict which had been avoided from considerations of humanity, but which had now become indispensable, from 
the settled hostility of the savage.enemy. In January following, the Secretary of War, in a letter to Gen. Gaines, 
says, *‘ The honor of the United Statds requires that the war with the Seminoles should be terminated speedily, and 
with exemplary punishment for hostilities so unprovoked.” Under these orders, and in this critical state of affairs, 
General Jacksen, with that zeal and promptness which have ever marked his career, repaired to the post assigned, 
and assumed the command. ‘The necessity of crossing the line into Florida was no longer a subject of doubt. A 
large force of Indians and negroes was making that territory their refuge, and the Spanish authority was either too 
weak or too indifferent to restrain thems and, to comply with orders given him from the Department of War, he 
penetrated immediately into the Seminole towns, driving the enemy before him, and reduced them to ashes. In 
the council-house of the King of the Mekasukians more than filty fresh scalps, and in an adjacent house upwards of 
three hundred old scalps of all ages and sexes were found; and in the centre of the public square a red pole was 
erected, crowned with scalps, known by the hair to have been the companions of Lieutenant Scott. 

To inflict merited chastisement upon these barbarians, and to prevent a repetition of these massacres, by bring- 
ing the war to a speedy and successful termination, he pursued his march to St. Marks, when he found, in corrobo- 
ration of previous information, that the Indians and negroes had demanded the surrender of that post to them, and 
that the Spanish garrison, according to the commandant’s own concession, was too weak to support it. Here he as- 
certained that the enemy had been supplied with the means of carrying on the war from the commandant of the post; 
that foreign incendiaries, instigating the savages, had free communication with the fort for carrying on their intrigues; 
councils of war were permitted by the commandant to be held by the chiefs and warriors within his own quarters; 
the Spanish storehouses were appropriated to the use of the hostile party, and actually filled with goods belonging to 
them; munisions of war were furnished them, and property known to have been plundered from our citizens pur- 
chased from them by the commandant, while he still professed friendship to the United States. General Jackson, 
therefore, had no hesitation to demand of, the commandant of St. Marks the surrender of that post, that it might be 
garrisoned with an American force; and when the Spanish officer hesitated to deliver it, he entered the fort by force, 
though without bloodshed, the enemy having fled, and the garrison being too weak to make opposition. Convinced 
of the necessity of rapid movements, in order to the ultimate success of the expedition, he immediately marched his 
forces to Suwany, seized upon the stores_of the enemy, and burnt their villages. 

Having thus far effected his object, General Jackson considered the war at anend. St. Marks being garrisoned 
by an American force, the Indian towns at Mekasuky and Suwany being destroyed, the two Indian chiets who had 
been the prime movers and leaders of.the savages, one of whom had commanded the party that murdered Lieutenant 
Scott and his companions, and the two principal foreign instigators (Arbuthnot and Ambrister) being taken and ex- 
ecuted, General Jackson ordered the Georgia militia to be discharged, and was preparing himself te return to Ten- 
nessee; but he svon learned that the Indians and negroes were collecting in companies west of the J ——. 
which would render it necessary for him to send a detachment to scour the country in that quarter. While prepar- 
ing for this object, he learned that the Indians were admitted by the Governor into Pensacola, and enjoyed free 
access to that town; that they were collecting in large numbers, five hundred being in Pensacola on the 15th of April, 
many of whom were known to be hostile, and had just escaped from the pursuit of our troops; that the enemy were 
furnished with ammunition and supplies, and received intelligence of the movements of our forces from that place; 
that a number of them had sallied out, and murdered eighteen of our citizens, settlers upon the Alabama, and were 
immediately received by the Governor, afd by him transported across the bay, that they might evade the pursuit. 
These facts being ascertained by General Jackson from anquestionable authority, he immediately took up his line of 
march towards Pensacola, at the head of a detachment of about twelve hundred men, for the purpose of counteract- 
ing the views of the enemy, and to execute his orders from the War Department, by terminating the war speedily, 
and with exemplary punishment for hostilities so unprovoked. -On the 10th of May he crossed the Appalachicola, 
at the Ochesee village, with the view of scouring the country west of that river; and on the 23d of the same month 
he received a communication from the Governor of West Florida, protesting against his entrance into that province, 
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commanding him to retire from it, and declaring that he would repel force by force provided he should not obey. 
This communication, together with the evident indications of hostility in the Governor, who had been well advised of 
the object of General Jackson’s operations, determined the measures which he pursued. Accordingly, he marched 
directly to Pensacola, and, with but the shadow of opposition, took possession of that place the following day, the 
Governor having fled to Fort Carlos de Barancas; which post, after a feeble resistance, was also surrendered to 
General Jackson on the 28th; by which the Indians and fugitive negroes were effectually deprived of all possible 
means of continuing their depredations, or screening themselves from the arm of justice. ‘Thus gloriously terminated 
the Seminole war: « war reluctantly entered into, but urged by dire necessity, to protect from the tomahawk and 
scalping knife of the most ruthless savages our peaceful frontier settlers, who, from decrepit age to helpless infancy, 
for more than two years, had been exposed to their cruelties; a war in which our citizen soldiers, with their usual 
fortitude and valor, under their persevering and determined commander, endured long and difficult marches, sub- 
mitted to painful privations, subdued a brave and merciless enemy, without suffering one defeat, or betraying a soli- 
tary mark of dismay, to tarnish the lustre of their country’s glory. A variety of circumstances convinced General! 
Jackson that the savages had commenced this war, and persisted in their barbarities, under the influence of some 
foreign incendiaries, more crivainal than the uncivilized natives. Alexander Arbuthnot, who avowed himself a Brit- 
ish subject, and resided among the savages as an Indian trader, was taken at St. Marks, to which place he had with- 
drawn as danger approached, and was living as an inmate in the family of the commandant. It appearing that he 
had been a zealous advocate for the pretended rights of the savages, and in this respect the successor of the notorious 
Colonel Nichols, of the British colonial marines, in the late war with Great Britains that he had repeatedly written 
in their behalf to the Spani-h Governor of St. Augustine, the Governor of the Bahamas, the British minister in the 
United States, and to Colonel! Nichols, endeavoring to procure aid from both those Governments against the United 
States; that he had repeatedly advised the Indians not to comply with the treaty of Fort Jackson, assuring them 
that the lands ceded to the United States by them in 1814 were to be restored by virtue of the treaty of peace with 
Great Britains; General Jackson ordered him to be tried by a court-martial, consisting of thirteen respectable officers, 
with Major General Gaines president. ‘The court was directed to decide upon the fact of his guilt or innocence, 
and, if guilty, what punishment should be inflicted. Upon satisfactory testimony, he was convicted of exciting and 
stirring up the hostile Creeks to war against the United States and her citizens, and of aiding, abetting, and com- 
forting the enemy, supplying them with the means of war, and by the court sentenced to be hung. Robert C. Am- 
brister, late a lieutenant of the British marine corps, and with the hostile Creeks and fugitive negroes the successor 
of Woodbine of notorious memory, was taken near the mouth of Suwany river, and it being well known that he had 
been a leader and commander of the hostile Indians and fugitive slaves, General Jackson also ordered him to be tried 
by the same court martial. Upon satisfactory evidence, he was convicted of having aided and comforted the enemy. 
supplying them with the means of war, by giving them intelligence of the movements and operations of the army of 
the United States, and by sending the Indians and negroes to meet and fight against them; and upon his own con- 
fession, as well as the clearest evidence, of having led and commanded the Lower Creeks in carrying on the war 
against the United States; and by the court sentenced to be shot. One of the members of the court requesting a 
reconsideration of the sentence, it was agreed to; and, on a revision, the court sentenced him to receive fifty stripes 
on his bare back, and be confined with a ball and chain to hard labor for twelve calendar months. General Jackson 
approved the sentence in the case of Arbuthnot, and in the case of Ambrister he disapproved the reconsideration, 
and confirmed the first sentence. ‘They were both executed accordingly. In relation to these transactions, ques- 
tions of the first magnitude present themselves, which the committee have deemed it their duty to investigate. Was 
General Jackson justifiable, after marching his army across the line into the territory of Spain, in taking possession, 
by force of arms, of the Spanish posts St. Marks and Pensacola? Had he the right to punish Alexander Arbuthnot 
and Robert C. Ambrister? ; 

From the facts submitted, it is perfectly evident that the Spanish authorities in Florida did not retain that neutral 
character which was necessary to render its territory sacred; but, by their own acts, either of hostility or imbeci- 
lity, they made that territory the seat of war. Independent of the solemn obligations of treaty, whereby Spain en- 
gaged to keep the Indians within her territory at peace with the United States, no principle is more firmly established 
by the laws of nations than this—that a nation at war has a right to pursue the hostile army into the territory of a 
neutral nation, and to make that territory the seat of war, when either the weakness or partiality of the neutral 
nation shall suffer the belligerent army retreating into its territory there to rally, collect strength, and provide sup- 
plies, to enable them to renew the conflict, and especially when munitions of war have been supplied, either by the 
citizens or authorities of the neutral nation. 

But in the consideration of this subject, it should never be forgotten that Spain was bound, by the solemn stipu- 
lations of treaty with the United States, herself to have fought these battles; or, if too weak to have done so, at least 
to have made common cause with the United States against these lawless tribes of savages. The United States have 
never recognised the Indians within their territorial limits as nativas absolutely independent; hence it has ever been 
considered the duty of the Executive, when they have been guilty of murders and depredations upon our citizens, 
either in plundering parties, or in the more formidable aspect of Indian armies, to order against them the military 
— of the country, or call into service the militia, as the case may require, to check their barbarities and to punish 
their crimes. 

In accordance with this principle the Executive has ever acted since the commencement of the present Govern- 
ment. Repeated and bloody depredations upon our southern frontier, in which peaceful husbandmen, defenceless 
women, and innocent children, were made the victims of savage ferocity, not only rendered it necessary to put into 
operation the military force of the nation, but the sheltering of the Indians beyond the limits of the United States, 
gave occasion for the orders to General Jackson to pursue them beyond these limits. If Spain regards the Indians 
in the same light, it was a duty no less incumbent upon her by the laws of nations than by treaty to have repressed 
their lawless depredations; and, in her agents failing to do so, if through neglect, they made themselves parties in the 
war, or, if through weakness, they forfeited the right of sovereignty in that territory where they failed to maintain 
it. But if Spain regards the Indians as communities absolutely independent, then the territory, by right of occu- 
pancy, belonged to the Indians, and not to Spain, and the invasion was of the enemy’s territory. Had the com- 
mandant of the Spanish post of St. Marks done his duty, in withholding from the enemy supplies, and in denying 
them a refuge within the reach of his own fort, the necessity of interrupting his garrison would not have existed; 
nor is it presumed that any attempt would have been made by General Jackson to possess himself of that post. 
And it is also presumed that his orders to respect the Spanish posts were predicated upon this supposed state of 
things. But, as the object of the entrance into Florida was the reduction of the Indian force, to bring the Seminole 
war to a speedy and successful termination, which was exhausting the blood and treasure of the nation, it was a 
duty which he owed to his country to effect that object. Any result short of this would have only increased the 
evils which it was his duty to correct; and this could not be effected while Spanish fortifications were appropriated 
to their defence. and yet regarded sacred by him. ‘To have retired with his forces, under sucha combination of 
circumstances which would have confirmed the erroneous impression entertained by the Indians and by the Spanish 
authorities of the sacred character of their places of refuge and succor to our ferocious enemies, would have per- 
poten the war, and given it the character of permanency, which the honor of the United States required should 

speedily concluded, and with the most exemplary punishment. ‘The commandant at St. Marks himself acknow- 
ledged that his command was at the mercy of the Indians and negroes; he ought, therefore, to have hailed the ap- 
proach of General Jackson, with his American forces, as a deliverer, and to have co-operated with him in the common 
cause, when he was assured that the object was a military occupation for the express purpose of putting an end to 
the Seminole war, and not for conquest. But the facts present this subject yet in a much stronger light to the com- 
mittee. The Indians received not only shelter, but comforts and munitions, and all the facilities for carrying on 
the war, which a Spanish army could have received from that post. Did this conduct on the part of the Spanish 
commandant result from a hostile disposition? If so, he became a party in the war. Or, was it the effect of imbe- 
cility, as his professions of great friendship would imply? If so, the act of garrisoning St. Marks with an American 








738 MILITARY AFFAIRS. (1818. 





force bears no character of hostility to Spain, but was warranted by the laws of nations, by the treaty with Spain, 
and by the first law of nature—sell-protection. Had the Governor of West Florida maintained the neutral charac- 
ter which was confidently expected, and which it was his duty to have done, the Seminole war had here ended, and 
our flag would not have been unfuried in that territory: the Indian establishments at Mekasuky and Suwaney 
broken up; their villages burnt; their supplies cut offs St. Marks occupied by our troops; their power in East Flo- 
rida entirely annihilated. . 

In the firm conviction that the war was ended, General Jackson had ordered the Georgia militia to be disbanded, 
and was upon the point of returning himself with the Tennessee and Kentucky volunteers, when he learnt that 
the object of the campaign was uot yet entirely accomplished. 

The vanquished enemy, crossing into West Florida, where the authorities of Spain proved as imbecile as in the 
Easicrn province, renewed their depredations, by their incursions into the adjoining territory of the United States, 
and committing murders upon our frontier settlers. Every circumstance, which not only justified the act, but 
which rendered it an imperious duty for him to enter the Spanish territory of East Florida, was equally applicable 
to the act of his crossing the Appalachicola to break down the power of the enemy in West Florida. But the con- 
duct of the Governor, taken in connexion with the circumstances which induced the entrance into Pensacola, ren- 
dered its occupancy by General Jackson if possible yet more palpably necessary than that of St. Marks. . Well 
apprised of General Jackson’s object, that he had not entered the Floridas in hostility to Spain, but to do that which 
Spain was bound to do, both by treaty and by the laws of nations, to give security to our own citizens within our 
own territory by destroying the power of the savage foes, the Governor of Pensacola, in equal violation of the laws 
of neutrality and of humanity, succored those enemies, supplied them with munitions of war, sheltered and con- 
veyed from the hand of justice those of them who were returning from the bloody fray, and when General Jackson 
was executing the righteous mandates of an injured and indignant nation upon them, the Governor commanded him 
to depart from the territory, threatening to oppose force to force should he not comply. Thus circumstanced, what 
should Geseral Jackson have dene? Should he have been induced, by the unprovoked and gasconading menaces 
of a foreign Governor, to retrace his steps? Or, should he have remained stationary until he could have despatched 
a messenger to the seat of the Executive for instructions how to act? This would have ill become an American 
general whose movements were sanctioned by the sacred laws of nature and of nations, and by the solemn stipula- 
tions of the foreign prince, as well as by the authority of his own Government. 

Should he have left it in quiet possession of a savage foe? This would have defeated the whole object of the war? 
There was but one course, in the opinion of the committee, which he conld pursue consistently with the honor of 
the nation and the safety of tts frontier citizens. The Governor of West Florida, by his own act, had become 
a party with the savages in this war; er had, at least by his imbecility, forfeited the right of sovereignty within 
the territory; and the occupancy of the Spanish posts in that province by General Jackson was, in the opinion of 
the committee, a sacred duty which he owed to himself, to his army, to the Government, and to his country. While 
this nation scrupulously regards the dictates of justice in her intercourse with all nations, civilized and savage, it is 
a duty which she owes to her own character and to the safety of her citizens to assert her rights and avenge her 
wrongs. In relation to these movements, it appears to your committee that the Executive has sanctioned the act 
of General Jackson in the occupancy of those posts, by requiring that condition which the laws of nations and the 
treaty with Spain justify, in order to the restoration of St. Marks; and if Pensacola is not held subject to the same 
conditions, this does not imply a relinquishment of the right, but should be regarded as the evidence of an amicable 
disposition towards Spain. 

‘The committee now enter upon the other point, that of the trial and execution of the foreign instigators, Arbuth- 
notand Ambrister. A subject of more delicacy and tenderness, as it involves the lives and liberties of individuals, 
yet of equal magnitude, and, in the opinion of the commitice, of equal clearness. In ancient times, when barbarism 
more generally prevailed, and even polished nations seemed unconscious of the ties of humamty, which ought ever 
to bind the me family of mankind in tenderness and affection, the practice obtained, of putting to death the sol- 
diers, and even the citizens, of a vanquished enemy by the sword, and even by the public execution; or of holding 
prisoners of war in slavery for life, and entailing bondage on their posterity. But the progress of civilization, aided 
by the benign influence of christianity, has in modern days produced a radical change highly honorable to the civil- 
ized world. 

In consequence of this principle, it follows that, although when one nation enters into war with another nation, 
all the citizens of the one nation may be considered, in some respects, as enemies to all the citizens of the other; 
yet they have net a right, in all cases when they meet, to act in ho: ‘ility to each others because women and children, 
and all others who are exempted from bearing arms, and those employed in rural and other peaceful occupations, 
are not the proper objects of hostility. Nor is it admissible to take the lives of those who fall into the power of their 
enemies after they have surrendered; because such act is now unauthorized by the laws of nations,and ever has been 
a violation of the laws of humanity. So, when armies meet in the field of battle, the soldier who lays down his 
arms, and asks for quarter, is entitied to his lite; and the same with garrisons and whole armies, if they offer to 
capitulate, in cases of great extremity, it is an established principle of the laws of nations, universally acknowledged 
where civilization prevails, that their lives cannot be jusily taken, unless their gross violation of the rules of civilized 
warfare render it necessary to inflict death as a punishment for their crimes. But death, in such cases, is never 
the righteous fate of unsuccessful war. Much less are peaceable citizens, unarmed, pursuing their lawful avocations, 
subject to death, or any other acts of hostility calculated to injure them, either in their persons or effects, because 
such citizens do not offer injury. But, from this general principle and universal! practice among christian nations, 
another principle arises as universally acknowledged, and equally consonant to the laws of nature and nations, that 
when a nation, either savage or civilized, departs from these rules, and grossly viviates the lzws of nations and of 
humanity, retaliation or reprisals are always justifiable, often useful, and sometimes essentially necessary, to teach 
the offenders to respect the laws of humanity, and to save the effusion of biood. 

In such cases, where the guilty persons can be taken and identified, the punishment ought to fall exclusively 
upon them. Yet reprisals are not necessarily even confined to the persons of the guilty, but the laws of war justily 
the punishment of the offending nation in any of the persons of the enemy. ‘This nation, ever regarding mercy as 
her delight, has heretofore abstained from the exercise of this power. though the principle was recognized in the 
case of Captain Asgill, in the revolutionary war, and by President Madison, in which it received the sanction of the 
Legislature, in the late war. When at war with savages, who respect no rule, and are governed by no laws, whose 
known mode of warlare is indiscriminate murder of all ages, sexes, and conditions, it is a well-established princi- 
ple, that their crimes may be lawfully punished in the persons of any of their peoples and the citizens or subjects of 
any civilized nation, by engaging in their warfare, either in personal hostility, or by instigating, aiding, and abetting 
them, thereby identifying themselves with the savages, belong to their nation during the continuance of such engage- 
ments, and are, by the true and acknowledged principles of the laws of nations, subject to the same treatment. 

When reprisals shall be made by inflicting retaliatory punishment upon foreigners thus identified with the 
savages, it is justifiable upon the principle of reprisals alone, and not because they become out!aws and pirates, for 
the laws of natiuns justify the citizens or subjects of one nation in entering the service of another nation; and dur- 
ing such service, they are considered as parts of the nation which they serve, subject to the same treatment, in all 
respects, as if they were its natural citizens or subjects. ; 

It was upon this principle that the Marquis de Lafayette, Barons Steuben and de Kalb, and General Kosciosco, 
entered the American service in the revolutionary war, which was never considered as a just occasion for war by 
Great Britain against France, Prussia, or Poland; nor yet as a cause for regarding them in the character of outlaws 
and pirates. But had these distinguished men fallen into the power of Great Britain, the laws of war would have 
entitled them to the same tenderness, and subjected them to the same conditions, as native Americans. ‘The same 
principle is equally applicable to those who enter into the service of the savages. . 

The universal principle of savage warfare, elicited by their general practice, is that of the most cruel and aggra- 
vated murder, not only of their enemies taken in arms, but also of peaceful unarmed citizens, helpless females, 
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and tender infants. If instances have been known wherein they have spared the lives of persons falling into their 
power, these instances have been too fewin number, compared with the massacres which they have committed, deso- 
lating whole settlements, and murdering whole garrisons, to give an opposite character to their general practice. 

‘The desolation and ruin of the Wyoming settlement, in the revolutionary war, and the recent massacres at Fort 
Mimms and on the river Raisin, in perfect accordance with their general history from the commencement of our 
national existence, furnish sufficient demonstration of this fact. 

Alexander Arbuthnot was taken as a resident among the savages, with whom he had identified himself, by acting 
as their agent, exciting them to war, aiding, abetting, and supplying them with the means of carrying iton. Robert 
C. Ambrister was taxen in their actual service, as a leader and commander of their forces; by which, as well as by aid- 
ing, abetting, comforting, and supplying them, he was also identified with the savages. Agreeably to these principles 
of the laws of nations, the committee are fully of opinion that General Jackson, as commander of the army, had the 
right to exercise upon them the law of retaliation without the intervention of a court-martial. However cautiously 
this rule shovid be exercised, and desirable as mercy always is, whenever it can be exercised with safety, this god- 
like virtue has its bounds, beyond which its exercise would be a perversion of justice; and it is presumed that the 
repeated marders which had been committed upon our citizens, the many bloody trophies of their cruelties found at 
Mekasuky, and their persisting in hostility against the repeated warnings and threats which had been held out to 
them, bore conviction to the mind of General Jackson that the exercise of the law of retaliation had become neces- 
sary to the future safety of his fellow-citizens. 

But he chose to sudmit the case to the investigation and decision of a court-martial, composed of distinguished 
officers, by whom Alexander Arbuthnot was condemned to be hung, which sentence was confirmed and executed. 
By the same tribunal, Robert C. Ambrister was, in the first instance, condemned to be shot, but, upon reconsidera- 
tion, they changed the sentence to that of corporal punishment and confinement to hard labor. ‘I he reconsideration 
was disapproved by General Jackson, and the first sentence confirmed and executed. On this last point, the com- 
mittee are of opinion that it would have been more correct for General Jackson, after submitting the case to a court- 
martial, not only to examine the facts as to his guilt, but to determine the punishment to be inflicted, to have 
acquiesced in their final and only legal decision as a court. But, even in this, the committee are satisfied that 
General Jackson did aot transcend the power warranted by the laws of retaliation, the prisoner’s own confession, 
and the evidence produced, going to establish the facts which justified its application. And though the principles 
of national law involved in this war would have authorized a more extensive sacrifice, even on the persons of the 
innocent, yet the committee deein it a matter of great felicitation that punishment fell upon the guilty alone, and 
that the object is effected with so limited an example of justice. Under this view of the whole subject, the com- 
mittee can discover much which merits applause, and little that deserves censure: and, from the incalculable bene- 
fits resulting to the nation from the faithlul and distinguished services of General Jackson, and the officers and men 
who served under his command, in terminating finally the Seminole war, they are entitled to the thanks of their 
country. 


In Senate or THE Unitep Srares, February 24, 1819. 


Mr. Lacock, frony the committee, consisting of Messrs. Lacock, Eaton, Eppes, King, and Burrill, appointed in 
pursuance of the resolution of the Senate, of the 18th of December last, ** That the message of the President, 
and documents relative to the Seminole war, be referred to a select committee, who shall have authority, if 
necessary, to send for persons and papers; that said committee inquire relative to the advance of the United 
States* troops into West Florida; whether the officers in command at Pensacola and St. Marks were amenable 
to, and under the control ef Spain; and, particularly, what circumstances existed to authorize or justify the com- 
manding general in taking possession of those posts,” reported: 


That they have, under the authority conferred on them, calied for and examined persons and papers. The tes- 
timony obtained is herewith submitted. ‘The committee, after the most mature and dispassionate examination of 
the subject, offer for the consideration of the Senate the following narrative of facts, and the opinions and deduc- 
tions clearly arising from, and growing out of, the facts thus presented. 

On the origin of the hostilities between the United States and the Seminole Indians, the committee ask leave to 
remark, that the different savage tribes living within and on the berders of the Floridas, denominated Seminole 
indians, were principally fugitives from the more northern tribes resident within the limits of the United States. 
After the treaty of 1814 with the Creek Indians, a considerable addition was made to the number of those fugitives, 
as the Indians who were dissatisfied with the provisions of that treaty took refuge in the Floridas, cherishing, there 
can be little doubt, feelings of hostility to the United States. These feelings seem to have been strengthened by 
the influence of foreign emissaries who had taken up their residence among them: among whom, as the most con- 
spicuous, were Alexander Arbuthnot and Robert C. Ambrister. In this state of things, it appears that the Execu- 
tive department of the Government deemed it necessary for the security of the frontier to establish a line of forts 
near the southern boundary of the United States, and to occupy those fortifications with portions of the regular 
forces, and by these means peace was maintained with the Indians until the spring or summer of 1817, when the 
regular forces were withdrawn from the posts on the Geergia frontier, and concentrated at Fort Montgomery, on 
the Alabama river, a considerable distance west of the Georgia line. But it seems that about this time a border 
warfare was commenced between the Seminole Indians and the frontier inhabitants of Georgia. It is difficult to 
determine with certainty who commenced those hostilities, or on whom the greatest injuries were inflicted; General 
Gaines, however, demanded a surrender of the Indians who had committed outrages on the frontier of Georgia. 
With this demand they refused to comply, alleging that the first and greatest aggressions had been made by the 
white men. In consequence of this refusal, General Gaines was authorized by the Secretary of War, at his discre- 
tion, to remove the Indians still remaining on the lands ceded to the United States by the treaty made with the Creeks 
in 1814. In so doing, he is told that it might be proper to retain some of them as hostages until reparation was made 
for the depredations committed by the Indians. In pursuance of this discretionary authority, General Gaines 
ordered a detachment of near three hundred men, under the command of Major Twiggs, to surround and take an 
indian village called Fowltown, about fourteen miles from Fort Scott, and near the Florida line. ‘This detachment 
arrived at Fowltown in the night, and the Indians, taking the alarm, and flying to an adjacent swamp, were fired 
on by the detachment, and one man and one woman killed. ‘Two Indians were made prisoners. ‘The detachment 
returned to Fort Scott. A day or two afterwards, as stated by Captain McIntosh, who was of the party, about the 
same nuiuber of troops paid a second visit to the same village (as he states) for the purpose of obtaining property. 
While loading their wagons with cora, and collecting horses and cattle, they were fired upon by the Indians, and 
a skirmish ensued, in which a smal! lo-s was sustained on both sides. It is stated by Captain Young, the topogra- 
phical engineer, that this town contained about forty-five Indian warriors, besides women and children. 

A few days after the affair of Fowltown, Lieutenant Scott, with a detachment of forty men, seven women, and 
some children, ascending the Appalachicola with clothing and supplies for the garrison at Fort Scott, when within a 
few miles of that place, was attacked by a party of Indians, himself and his whole party fell victims to their fury, 
except six men who made their escape, and one woman made prisoner. 

From this time the war became more serious; the Indians in considerable numbers were embodied, and an open 
attack made on Fort Scott. General Gaines with about six hundred regular soldiers was confined to the garrison. 
In this state of things, information having been communicated to the War Department, General Jackson was ordered 
to take the field. He was advised of the regular and militia force, amounting to one thousand eight hundred men 
provided for that service. And the estimated force, by General Gaines, of the enemy, said to be two thousand 
eight hundred strong, and directed, if he should consider the force provided insufficient to beat the enemy, to call 

on the Governor of the adjoining States for such portions of the militia as he might think requisite. On the receipt 
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of this order, General Jackson, instead of observing the orders of the Department of War, by calling on the Gover- 
nor of Tennessee, then in Nashville, near the place of his residence, chose to appeal, to use his own expressions, 
to the patriotism of the West Tennesseans who had served under him in the last war. One thousand mounted gun- 
men, and two companies of what were called life-guards, with the utmost alacrity volunteered their services from 
the States of Tennessee and Kentucky, and repaired to his standard. Officers were appointed to command this 
corps by the general himself, or by other persons acting under his authority. ‘Phus organized they were mustered 
into the service of the United States. 

About the time General Jackson was organizing this detachment of volunteers in the State of ‘Tennessee, or 
perhaps previously thereto, General Gaines was likewise employed in raising forces among the Creek Indians. 
There was this difference in the two cases: General Jackson raised his army in disregard of positive orders; Gene- 
ral Gaines, without orders, took upon himself the authority of raising an army of at least one thousand six hundred 
Creek Indians, appointing their officers, with a brigadier general at their head, and likewise mustering this force 
into the service of the United States. 

While your committee feel a pleasure in applauding the zeal and promptness that have marked the military 
conduct of these general officers on many former occasions, they would feel themselves wanting in their duty to the 
Senate and the nation if they did not express their decided disapprobation of the conduct of the commanding gene- 
rals in the steps they took to raise and organize the force employed on this occasion. ‘Where was no law in existence 
that authorized even the President of the United States to raise or accept of the services of volunteers. The law 
passed for that purpose had expired in the year 1815. The constitution of the United States gives to Congress 
exclusively the power of raising armies, and to the President and Senate the power of appointing the officers to 
command those armies when raised. The constitution likewise gives Congress power to provide for calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, to suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, but reserves to the 
States respectively the appointment of the officers. In conformity with the last recited provision of the constitu- 
tion, the Congress of the United States have passed laws authorizing the President, when the contingencies above 
alluded to should happen, to call on the Governors, or any militia officers of the respective States, for such portions 
of the militia as he might deem requisite for the occasion. And in strict observance of these laws was General 
Jackson ordered to call on the Governors of the States adjacent to the seat of war for the requisite militia force. 

It is with regret that the committee are compelled to declare that they conceive General Jackson to have disre- 
garded the positive orders of the Department of War, the constitution, and laws. That he has taken upon himself, 
not only the exercise of those powers delegated to Congress as the sole legislative authority of the nation, and 
to the President and Senate, as it relates to the appointments, but of the power which..had been expressly re- 
served to the States in the appointment of the officers of the militia. A power the more valuable to the States, 
because, as they had surrendered to the General Government the revenue and physical ferce of the nation, they 
could only look to the officers of the militia as a security against the possible abuse of the delegated power. ‘The 
committee find the melancholy fact before them, that par Fw officers, even at this early stage of this republic, have, 
without the shadow of authority, raised an army of at least two thousand five hundred men, and mustered them into 
the service of the United States. Two hundred and thirty Gfficers have been appointed, and their rank established 
from an Indian brigadier general down to the lowest subaltern of a company. To whom were those officers account- 
able for their conduct? Not to the President of the United States: for it will be found that it was not considered 
necessary even to furnish him with a list of their names; and not until the pay-rells were made out, and payment 
demanded, were the persons known to the Department of War. And in this place it is proper to observe, that General 
Jackson seemed to consider those officers of his own creation competent to discharge all the functions of officers 
appointed by the authority of the General or State Governments; for we find five of them detailed afterwards to sit 
on a general court martial ona trial of life and death. Might not, on the same principles, General Jackson have 
tried, condemned, and executed any officer of the Georgia militia, by the sentence of a court-martial composed 
of officers created by him, and holding their assumed authority by the tenure of his will? 

Your committee will dismiss this branch of the subject by observing, that, consistent with the character and 
genius of our Government, no officer, however high or exalted his station, can be justified for an infraction of the 
constitution. It is an offence against the sovereignty of the nation—this sovereignty vested in the great body of the 
people. The constitution is the written expression of their will, and above the control of all the public functionaries 
combined; and, when that instrument has been violated, the people alone have power to grant the indemnity for its 
infraction; and all that can be said in favor of the officer who transcends his constitutional powers, must be taken, 
not in justification of the act, but in mitigation of the enormity of the offence committed. With this view of the 
subject, which they conceive to be a correct one, the committee have in vain sought fur an excuse for the command- 
ing general. He has stated in his letter tu the Secretary of War, assuming the power to judge for the national 
legislature, that-a volunteer force of mounted gun-men would be the least expensive and the most efficient. His 
duty was to execute the orders of his superior officers, not to disobey them; to observe and enforce the laws, not 
violate them. Obedience and subordination are the first and highest duties of a soldier; and no one knew better 
the truth of, and the necessity for observing this maxim, than the officer in question. For the truth of this observa- 
tion, we have his own declaration: in his letter to the Secretary of War of 20th of January, 1818, he says, ** your 
letter, enclosing your general order of the 29th ultimo, has been received. Like yourself, Flas no other feelings 
to gratify than those connected with the public good, and it gives me pleasure to find we coincide in those opinions 
calculated to produce it. Responsibility now rests where it should, on the officer issuing the order, and the princi- 
ple cainouiedoed is calculated to insure that subordination so necessary to the harmonious movement of every part 
of the military machine.” It is to be regretted that an officer who seemed to be so perfectly acquainted with what 
belonged to the duty of others, should have been so totally regardless or unconscious of his own. And while the 
committee are willing to admit that the volunteer forces called into service by General Jackson were more efficient 
and less expensive than the militia, had he confined himself to the usual proportion of officers, this they conceive 
should not be urged as an argument in favor of employing them, or plead in justification of the unlawful act; for, if 
these reasons be considered conclusive, and should be acquiesced in, they will be applied with increased force (for- 
tified by this precedent) in all future wars. An army of regulars will be considered (as they really are) more effi - 
cient and less expensive than either the volunteers, if authorized by law, or the militia. And the officer at the head 
of such army (acting on the principles before stated, and encouraged by the acquiescence of the nation) may dis- 
pense with the militia altogether, and increase the regular army to any extent that folly or ambition may suggest; 
and all this under the plea of necessity. ‘The committee can scarcely imagine a possible case that may occur ina 
future war, when the necessity will be less strong than in the present. This war was waged when the United 
States were at peace with all the world, except this miserable undisciplined banditti of **deluded Indians” and 
fugitive slaves, their whole sirength when combined not exceeding one thousand men; opposed to whom, (previous 
to General Jackson’s taking the command,) and under General Gaines, were a force of one thousand eight hundred 
regulars and militia, besides the one thousand five hundred friendly Indians illegally subsidized by the last men- 
tioned general. What, then, in this state of the case, becomes of the plea of necessity? And if it be admitted in 
this case to justify or palliate an act of military usurpation, the committee would anxiously inquire where it is to be 
disallowed or denied? And here the committee, having pledged themselves faithfully to disclose facts, and impar- 
tially to draw conclusions, beg leave to remark, that the conduct of the commanding general in raising this volun- 
teer corps was approbated by the War Department, as will appear by the letter of the Secretary, dated the 29th 
day of January, 1818, And it is but justice to the Department to state, that it was not until the officers that had 
assisted in thus officering and organizing this corps were examined by the committee, that they were apprised of the 
illegality of the measure; for there is nothing to be found in cand iadennte letters on this subject to the Secre- 
tary of War, of the 12th, 13th, and 20th of February, 1818, from which it can be fairly inferred that he had appointed 
a single officer; indeed, it would seem, from a fair interpretation of those letters, that the officers, at least, were of 
the regular militia of the States, and that the only departure from his orders by the general, was, his having called 
on the subordinate officers of the militia, instead of the Governor of the State of Tennessee, and his preference of 
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mounted men to infantry. And it will also appear, from the letters aforesaid, that had the Department of War dis- 
approved of this conduct, and determined to countermand the orders of General Jackson in raising this force, no 
order to that effect could have reached him before he had arrived at the seat of war, and of course the army might 
have been disbanded in sight of the enemy, and the objects of the campaign thereby jeopardized, and perhaps de- 
feated. 

The committee will next take notice of the operations of the army in the Floridas; whether they were authorized 
to pursue the enemy; and, connected with this authority, it was enjoined on General Gaines, to whom the first 
order to this effect was given, that, in case the enemy took refuge under a Spanish garrison, not to attack them 
there, but to report the fact to the Secretary of War. And the observance of this order, the committee conceive, 
was equally obligatory on General Jackson, who succeeded to the command; at least it must have clearly evinced 
the — of the Secretary of War on that point, and how far this injunction was observed, will be found by what 
followed. 

It appears that General Jackson advanced into Florida with a force of one thousand eight hundred men, com- 
posed of regulars, volunteers, and the Georgia militia, and afterwards, on the Ist day of April, was joined by Gene- 
ral McIntosh and his brigade of one thousand five hundred Indians, who had been previously organized by General 
Gaines; opposed to whom, it appears from the report of Captain Young, topographical engineer, and other evidence, 
the whole forces of the fugitive Seminole Indians and runaway negroes, had they all been embodied, could not have 
exceeded nine hundred or one thousand men, and at no time did half that number present themselves to oppose his 
march; of course, little or no resistance was made. 

The Mikasuky towns were first taken and destroyed; the army marched upon St. Marks, a feeble Spanish gar- 
rison, which was surrendered * without firing a gun,” and then occupied as an American post; the Spanish com- 
mandant having, first by hamble entreaties, and then by a timid protest, endeavored to avert the measure. Here 
Alexander Arbuthnot was found, taken prisoner, and put in confinement, for the purpose, as it was stated by Gene- 
ral Jackson, “ of collecting evidence to establish his guilt.” And here also was taken two Indian chiefs, one of 
whom pretended to possess the spirit of prophecy: they were hung without trial, and with little ceremony. 

This being done, and St. Marks garrisoned by American troops, the army pursued their march eastward to 
Suwany river, on which they found a large Indian village, which was consumed, and the Indians and negroes were 
dispersed; after which the army returned to St. Marks, bringing with them Robert C. Ambrister, who had been taken 
prisoner on their march to Suwany. During a halt of the army, for a few days, at St. Marks, a general court mar- 
tial was called, Arbuthnot arraigned, found guilty, sentenced to suffer death, and hung. Ambrister was tried in 
like manner, found guilty, and sentenced to whipping and confinement. General Jackson annulled the sentence, 
and ordered him to be shot; and this order was executed. 

It appears by the testimony, that the army had arrived at St. Marks, on their return from Suwaney, on the 25th 
of April; and, on the 26th, General Jackson writes to the Secretary of War, in the following manner: 

“I shall leave this, in two or three days, for Fort Gadsden; and, after making all necessary arrangements for the 
security of the positions occupied, and detaching a force to-scour the country west of the Appalachicola, I shall 
proceed direct to Nashville. My presence in this country can be no longer necessary. The indian forces have 
been divided and scattered: cut off from all communications with those unprincipled agents of foreign nations, who 
have deluded them to their ruin, they have not the power, if the will remains, of annoying our frontier.” 

It appears, however, by the conduct of the commanding general, that he had at this time looked to different 
movements; for at the time of writing this letter, as will be seen by the testimony of Captain Call and Surgeon Bro- 
naugh, he had despatched Lieutenant Sands to Mobile to forward on a train of artillery to a given point, to be ready 
to be made use of in reducing Pensacola and the Fort of Barancas, should that measure be thereafter thought pro- 
per. Having made these arrangements, the army marched to Fort Gadsden, on the Appalachicola river. ‘There, 
as stated by General Jackson, and confirmed by the testimony of Colonel Butler, information was received by a 
private letter, written from a merchant at Pensacola to Mr. Doyle, and shown to General Jackson, that a number 
of Indians had recently visited Pensacola, and were committing depredations on the Spanish inhabitants of that 
place, and were receiving aid and comfort from the garrison. On the receipt of this intelligence, the resolution 
seems to have been taken to garrison that place with American troops. And after a march of about twenty days, 
having met his artillery, General Jackson, with about twelve hundred men, the rest having been discharged, ap- 
peared before Pensacola, the capital of the province. ‘The place was taken, with scarcely the show of resistance; the 
Governor had escaped, and taken refuge in the fort of the Barancas. ‘To which place, distant about six miles, the army 
marched; and the fortress was invested on the 25th of May; and a demand being made for its surrender, and refused, 
the attack on the fortress was made by land and water. And. after the bombardment and cannonading had been kept 
up for a part of two days, and some lives lost, the fortress was surrendered, and the garrison made prisoners of war, 
and the officers of the Government, civil and military, transported to the Havana, agreeably to the terms of the 
capitulation; which terms, General Jackson, in his letter of 20th June, 1818, declares ** were more favorable than a 
conquered enemy would have merited.”? The civil and military Government of Spain thus annulled, General 
Jackson thought it necessary to abolish the revenue Jaws of Spain, and establish those of the United States, as more 
favorable to the commerce of the United States; and, for this purpose, Captain Gadsden was appointed collector, 
and by him, under the authority of General Jackson, that department of the new Government was organized. 

The Spanish authorities being thus put down by the sword, both civil and military, and a new Government esta- 
blished for this newly-acquired territory; the powers of which, both civil and military, vested in military officers; and 
General Jackson having declared, in numérous communications to the Department of War, that the Seminole war 
was closed, and the object of the campaign at an end, he returned to his residence at Nashville, State of ‘Tennessee. 
And here it would have given the committee sincere pleasure to have stated that the history of the campaign had 
closed; but facts, which it becomes now their. duty to report, require ‘hat history to be continued. On the 7th of 
August, 1818, more than two months after his consummation of the conquest of West and part of East Florida, he 
issued an order to General Gaines, directing him to take possession of St. Augustine, a strong fortress, and the 
capital of East Florida. A copy of this order is subjoined to this report; and his reasons for this measure are stated 
at large in the order, and reiterated and enforced by his letter to the Secretary of War, dated the 10th of the same 
month; which reasons, fully and beyond the possibility of doubt, discover the motives of the commanding general in 
all his movements against Spain. 

The tendency of these measures by the commanding general seems to have been to involve the nation in a war 
without her consent, and for reasons of his own, unconnected with his military functions. Your committee would 
be unwilling to attribute improper motives where those of a different character could be possibly inferred, more 
especially when it is to affect a character whose military fame is the pride and boast of the nation. But even such 
a character becomes more eminently dangerous when he exalts himself above the majesty of the laws, declares the 
public will, and becomes the arbiter between the United States and foreign nations. That these high and tran- 
, scendent powers have been usurped, and exercised in the present case, is, it appears to the committee, incontrovert- 
ibly evident from the facts adduced. 

The constitution declares, art. 1, sec. 8, “* Congress shall have power to declare war, grant letters of marque 
and reprisal, and to make rules concerning captures on land and water.”? Surely it was never designed by this 
provision that a military officer should first make war, and leave it to Congress afterwards to declare it. This 
would involve an absurdity that it is unnecessary to expose. It is sufficient to say, that the Executive authority of 
the United States, and much less a subordinate officer, has no pewer to change the pacific relations of the nation. 
The President of the United States is bound constitutionally to preserve the peace of the country until Congress 
declares it in a state of war. He can only, while thus in a state of peace, use the military forces of the nation in 
three specified cases, that is, ** to execute the laws of the Union, to suppress insurrection, and. repel invasion.”— 
(See constitution, art. 1, section 83; also the act for calling forth the militia, passed 28th February, 1795.) 

It will not be pretended that Spain had invaded the United States, or that Congress had declared war against 
that nation; and of course the relations of peace did exist between the two countries at the time General Jackson 
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took possession of the Spanish possessions in the Floridas. ‘These facts being admitted, and they cannot be denied, 
the only question to decide, is, whether the military conduct of General Jackson was not war against Spain? And 
on this subject there can be no room to doubt. ‘The capital of a Spanish province is taken by the sword, a fortress 
is invested and bombarded, lives are lost, and the place surrendered on capitulation. the terms of which are declared 
** more favorable than a conquered enemy merited;” military officers and men, as well as those in the civil depart- 
ments of Government, are transported to the West Indies, and a new Government established for the conquered 
country. If all these acts of hostility combined do not constitute war, the committee confess themselves utterly at 
a loss for its definition; or, if the fact be denied, the consequence of such denial will be a proof that no war was 
made by the Seminole Indians on the United States, and of course that the invasion of Florida was an unauthorized 
act of aggression on the part of the United States. But the committee will pursue this subject a little further, and 
examine the reasons offered by the officer commanding for taking possession of, and occupying the Spanish fortresses, 
more especially Pensacola and the Barancas. ‘Those reasons are to be found in his numerous reports to the War 
Department, and his letters to the Spanish officers who commanded in the different fortresses, and are these: that 
Spain had not observed her treaty stipulations with the United States, as it related to the Florida Indians, and 
whose peaceable conduct she was bound to guaranty to the United States; that she had furnished those Indians at 
war with the United States with arms. ammunition, and supplies necessary to carry on the war. Here the com- 
mittee would observe that they are neither the advocates nor the apologists of Spain. There can be no doubt but she 
had, by the violation of her engagements, given the United States sufficient cause of war; but they defend the con- 
stitution, by saying that General Jackson had no power to declare nor make the war; that neither he, nor even the 
President of the United States, had any discretion or power to judge what was, or was not, cause of wars; this the 
constitution had wisely lodged in Congress. The treaty with Spain still existed. It was made by the constitution 
the supreme law of the land; and had Spain violated, on her part, every article of that treaty, still the Executive 
of the United States, who is bound to see the laws “* faithfully executed,” must, in good faith towards Spain, have 
observed on our part that treaty, and the obligation of preserving the peace of the nation would have remained until 
the treaty should have been revoked or annulled by Congress. Furnishing the Indians with arms, ammunition, and 
supplies, were so inany violations of treaty stipulations, and might have been considered good cause of war by Con- 
gress; but of this General Jackson was not the judge. His duty was pointed out; it was to subdue and punish the 
Seminole Indians who had made war upon us. For this purpose, he was ordered to pursue them into the territorial 
limits of Spain, and over a part of which territory those Indians had at least a qualified right of possession and pro- 
perty. Under these orders no act of aggression on the Spanish authorities could have been designed, nor can any 
such acts be justified. Spain, before she could become or be made a party to this war, must have merged her neu- 
tral character in that of the enemy, and clearly identified herself with the Seminole Indians, and by acts of open 
and undisguised hostility to General Jackson, have opposed him by physical, not moral force. 

But the weakness of the Spanish authorities is urged in justification of this outrage upon our constitution. And 
is the weakness of an independent Power to disparage their neutral rights, or furnish pretences for a powerful neigh- 
bor to weaken them further by hostile aggressions? And is it thus we are to be furnished by an American officer 
with a justification of the dismemberment of Poland, the capture of the Danish fleet by Great Britain, and the sub- 
jugation of Europe by Bonaparte? And shall the United States be called upon to imitate the examples, or silently 
acquiesce, and thereby subscribe to doctrines, and approve measures, that are in direct opposition to the repeated 
and invariable declarations of the Government, given to this nation and the world, through the official medium of 
Presidential messages and the correspondence of all her public ministers, and sanctioned by all her public laws, on 
the subject of neutral rights? Will it not be said that we have changed our national policy? Shall we not be addressed 
in the following language by the nations of Europe?—* ‘The time was when the United States was also weak; she 
had no navy; she had no army. In those days she was a strong advocate for neutral rights; anxious that free ships 
should make free goods; that the neutral flag of the republic should protect all sailing under it; ever protesting 
against, and complaining of, the violation of her neutral rights by the belligerents of Europe. But those times have 
passed’ away; the nation has tried her strength in battle, and found herself quite equal to the struggle; she has had 
time to strengthen her army, and increase her navy: her former weakness forgotten; her former precepts abandoned; 
and, * feeling power and forgetting right,’ she walks over a prostrate constitution, to conquer and subdue a miserable 
and feeble, though neutral, colony, whose very weakness (pleaded in excuse jor the aggression) should have rather 
constituted an appeal to a generous people for protection.” 

in this unfavorable light, the committee have too mach reason to fear, will the civilized world view this transac- 
tion; and, if sanctioned by the nation, they regret to say, there will be too much reason given thus to consider it. 

But there are still other reasons disclosed, and facts developed, that discover the motives of the commanding 
officer more fully than those above stated. More than two months alter this campaign had ended, and the Seminole 
war terminated, another expedition is planned, and the land and naval forces of the United States ordered to execute 
it, which is to reduce the fortress of St. Augustine. the capital of East Florida; the reasons offered for this measure 
are stated in his orders to General Gaines, dated Nashville, August 7, 1818, and are as follows: 

**T have noted with attention Major ‘T'wiggs’s letter, marked No. 5. I contemplated that the agents of Spain, or 
the officers at Fort St. Augustine, would excite the Indians to hostility, and furnish them with the means of war. It 
will be necessary to obtain evidence substantiating this fact, and that the hostile Indians have been fed and furnished 
from the garrison of St. Augustine. This being obtained, should you deem your force sufficient, you will proceed 
to take and garrison Fort St. Augustine with American troops, and hold the garrison prisoners until you hear from 
the President of the United States; or transport them to Cuba, as, in your judgment, under existing circumstances, 
you may think best. 

** Let it be remembered, that the proceedings carried on by me, or this order, is not on the ground that we are 
at war with Spain; it is on the ground of self-preservation, bottomed on the broad basis of the law of nature and of 
uations, and justified by giving peace and security to our frontiers: hence, the necessity of procuring evidence of 
the fact of the agents or officers of Spain having excited the Indians to continue the war against us, and that they 
have furnished them with the means of carrying on the war; this evidence being obtained, you will (if your force is 
sufficient) permit nothing to prevent you from reducing Fort St. Augustine, except a positive order from the Depart- 
ment of War. 

** Orders, some time since, have been given to the officer of the ordnance commanding at Charleston, to have in 
readiness a complete battering train, the number and caliber of the guns pointed out. I have no doubt you will 
find them in readiness. 

** J enclose you the report of Captain Henley of the naval force on that station; you will open a correspondence 
with the commandant A. J. Dallas, to ensure his co-operation, provided it should be required.” ; 

In this projected expedition, it was not thought necessary or expedient to consult the Executive branch of the 
Government: the order sent to General Gaines was peremptory, on the discovery being made that the Indians had 
been supplied with ammunition and provisions, and excited to war; the blow was to be struck, and nothing but an 
express order from the Secretary of War was to prevent it. Long before this period the commanding general had, 
by his letters to the Secretary of War, declared the Seminole war at an end: and, after which, not a single new act 
of hostility had been committed. Yet, in this state of peace, is a military officer directed to ascertain facts, and, on 
such facts being substantiated, to make war on the neutral colony of a nation in peace and amity with the United 
States; thus disregarding not only the legislative and executive authorities of the United States, but setting at naught 
the usages of all civilized nations, by making war without a previous and public declaration. Were this nation sub- 
ject to the will of a military despot, and were there no constitutional barriers to the inordinate exercise of military 
ainbition, more than this could scarcely heve been expected. It is with pain the committee are constrained to make 
these observations: but, where the vital principles of the constitution have been violated. as they conceive, it would 
be criminal in them, under the instructions they have received from the Senate, and the duty they owe to the nation, 
to be silent; silence, on their part, would have been considered an acquiescence in those measures, and they fear 
this precedent and example might be pleaded and followed on future occasions. 
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If these things be admitted in the South, will they not be considered as authorized in the North? Are there not 
fortresses there to be won, and provinces to be conquered? and are there not. Indians in that quarter likewise? 
and may not the officer in command find means to prove that those Indians have been, or hereafter may be, furnished 
by the British with arms and munitions of war? and, if so, may he not follow the example set in the South; and 
add something to his stock of military fame, by reducing the British fortresses of Canada, and unftrling the star- 
epangied banner of this nation on the walls of Quebec. ; 

e hope better things of the distinguished officer at the head of our armies; and we had hoped better things ot 
the hero of New Orleans; but we have been disappointed: and, if the conduct of the officer in the South be sanc- 
tioned and approved by the nation, we are free to declare that the reduction of Quebec (where Montgomery fell, 
unable to conquer,) would present a much stronger claim tv public approbation. 

It is necessary here to remark, that a copy of the orders issued by General Jackson to General Gaines, for the 
reduction of St. Augustine, was transmitted to the Secretary of War, and a countermanding order promptly de- 
spatched to General Gaines, which reached him before the military expedition, set on foot by General Jackson, had 
commenced. And thus was suddenly arrested a military scheme, (as unconstitutional as it was impolitic,) and which 
might, as stated by the Secretary of War, in his letter of the 8th day of September, 1818, have involved this nation 
in a war with all Europe. : 

In thus promptly prohibiting the unauthorized seizure, at the will of a commanding general, of the possessions 
of a neighboring nation, with whom the United States are at peace, the committee recognise that sacred regard to 
the rights of other nations, which ought never to be departed trom by the Executive of a free country; and that 
vigilant attention to the conduct of the officers of the army, which is necessary to secure a due subordination of the 
military to the civil power. ; s : 

They consider that, on this occasion, the Executive of the United States has, (by promptly restoring St. Marks 
and Pensacola, wrested from Spain in violation of instructions,) pursued the course that the constitution demanded; 
that all former precedents justified; and to which the public sentiment gave a decided approbation. 

In reviewing the execution of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, your committee cannot but consider it as an unneces- 
sary act of severity on the part of the commanding general, and a departure from that mild and humane system 
towards prisoners, which, in all our conflicts with savage or civilized nations, has heretofore been considered not only 
honorable to the nationa! character, but conformable to the dictates of sound policy. ‘These prisoners were subjects 
of Great Britain, with whom the United States are at peace. Having left their country, and united their fate with 
savages, with whom the United States were at war, they forfeited their claim to the protection of their own Govern- 
ment, and subjected themselves to the same treatment which might, according to the practice and principles of the 
American Government, be extended towards those with whom they were associated. No process of reasoning can 
degrade them below the savages with whom they were connected. As prisoners of war, they were entitled to claim 
from the American Government that protection which the most savage of our foes have uniformly experienced when 
disarmed and in our power. Humanity shudders at the idea of a cold-blooded execution of prisoners disarmed and 
in the power of the conqueror. And although savages, who respect no laws, may, according to the strict principles 
of the law of nations, have their own system of cruelty inflicted on them by way of retaliation, it is believed that 
such a system would degrade and debase the civilized nation who could resort to it, and is not only repugnant to the 
miid principles of the Christian religion, but a violation of those great principles of moral rectitude which distinguish 
the American character. Retaliation in the United States has always been confined to specified acts of cruelty. It 
is not believed that any attempt has ever been made to retaliate for charges so general as those exhibited against 
Arbuthnot and Ambrister, viz: ** inciting the Indians to war.” During.the revolutionary war only two cases oc- 
curred of persons seized for purposes of retaliation, neither of whom was executed. The case of Asgill, seized .on 
account of the murder of Huddy; and Governor Hamilton, of Vincennes, for specific acts of cruelty also. Hamil- 
ton was confined for a short time with rigor, and afterwards released. During the late war, marked with some cases 
of cold-blooded massacre on the part of our enemy, particularly the one at the river Raisin, no such measure as 
retaliation was resorted to. 

The principle assumed by the commanding general, that Arbuthnot and Ambrister, by uniting in war against the’ 
United States, while we were at peace with Great Britain, ** became outlaws and pirates, and liable to suffer death,” 
is not recognised in any code of national law. Nothing can be found in the history of civilized nations which recog- 
nises such a principle, except a decree of the Executive Directory of France, during their short career of folly and 
madness, which declares that ‘* neutrals found on board enemies’ ships should be considered and treated as pirates.” 

The committee forbear to make any further remarks on the violation of the usual and accustomed forms in the 
punishment and conviction of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, except that even despots, claiming to exercise absolute 
power, cannot with propriety violate their own rules. 

Having detailed a court-martial for the purpose of trying the prisoners, the commanding general, by his own 
authority, set aside the sentence of the court, and substituted for that sentence his own arbitrary will. In trials 
involving the life of an individual, a strict adherence to form is, in ordinary cases, considered the best security against 
oppression and injustice. : em 

A departure from these forms is calculated to inflict a wound on the national character, and tarnish the laurels 
so justly acquired by the commanding general by his former victories. 

Such are the facts as they appear to the committee, and such are the views taken by them of the important 
subjects referred to their consideration; and, together with their report, they submit various depositions and 
documents; to which, and to the correspondence and documents relating to the Seminole war, communicated to the 
Senate by the President of the United States at the last and present session, they refer. 


No. 1. 

DEPARTMENT oF War, February 10, 1819. 
Sir: 
Agreeably to the request made in your letter of the 8th instant, I now transmit an extract of General Jackson’s 
letter of the 10th of August last, and a copy of General Jackson’s order to General Gaines, of the 7th of last August, 
in relation to St. Augustine; a copy of the ordé@r to General Gaines, of the Ist of September; and an extract_of the 
answer to General Jackson’s letter of the 10th of August, 1818; which comprehend all the information required by 
the committee. 


I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


Hon. Asner Lacock, Chairman, &c. Senate U. 8S. 


No. 2. 


Heap-quarrers, Division oF THE SouTH, NASHVILLE, January 12, 1818. 
Sir: 
Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order of the 26th ultimo, which reached me last night; 
its contents are duly noted, and will be promptly attended to. 

I have received no late advices from General Gaines, although I have for some time expected the return of the 
express sent to him on the 24th of November last. ‘Taking into view the strength of the Seminoles and their 
adherents, as reported to you by General Gaines, and the aggregate of his strength, regulars and militia, amounting 
to but one thousand eight hundred men, which cannot poy afford a like number of effectives; considering, 
likewise, that the greater*portion of his forces are draughted militia, from Georgia, who may apply for their discharge 
at the expiration of three months from the time they were first mustered, and who may be disposed to claim this 
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right, and abandon the campaign, about the time I could reach Fort Scott, I have deemed it both prudent and 
advisable to call from the west end.of the State of Tennessee for one thousand volunteer mounted gun-men, to serve 
during the campaign. With this force, in conjunction with the regular troops, I can act promptly, and, with the 
smiles of Heaven, successfully, against any force that can be concentrated by the Seminoles and their auxiliaries. 
Viewing, however, the lives of our citizens as too precious to be risked in a contest with savages, with the odds ef 
two to one, unless where real necessity demands the exposure, I have therefore written to the Governor of Georgia 
to continue in the field the one thousand men required by General Gaines. 

‘The result of the appeal I have made to the patriotism of those brave men in West Tennessee, who have so often 
followed me to the field of danger, will be known by the 19th instant, and I hope to leave this for Fort Scott 
on the 22d. Of my movements, and success in raising the mounted volunteers, you shall be advised. 

It may appear to the Government, on the first view, that mounted men are the most expensive; but when we 
consider the rapidity of their movements, the amount of quartermaster’s expenditures for pack-horses, baggage- 
wagons, and other means of transport indispensable to foot-men, in this instance saved, mounted gun-men, as 
auxiliaries in such a campaign as the one contemplated, will be found to save both blood and treasure to the United 
States. The volunteers that have been invited to the field are of tried materials, and such as can be relied on in 
the day of danger and trial. 

With respect, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 

Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


I feel myself much at a loss for correct topographical information of the country occupied by the Seminole 
Indians, and particularly of that portion which may possibly become the seat of war. Should there be any maps, 
plans, or charts, of the section of country alluded to, in the secret bureau of the War Department, you will oblige 
me by having a copy transmitted to Fort Scott as early as practicable. ; 

A. J. 


No. 3. 


Heav-quarters, Division or THE Sourn, Nasuvitie, January 13, 1818. 


Sir: 

Being advised that the assistant deputy quartermaster general of General Gaines’s brigade has resigned, and 
being unadvised as to quartermaster’s funds within the seventh department, I have to request that necessary funds 
be forwarded to Quartermaster General Gibson, at Fort Scott, whom I have ordered to meet me at that place without 
loss of time. 

Should the one thousand volunteer mounted gun-men attend to my appeal to their patriotism, I shall send on a 
confidential agent to Georgia, to have the necessary supplies for them procured and forwarded by the quartermaster, 
if any there, to Fort Gaines; and, if none, by the agent sent, with instructions to draw on Quartermaster General 
Gibson for the amount of his purchases; this is done to facilitate the march of the volunteers called for. I need not 
observe, that, without quartermaster’s funds, an army cannot be wielded either with promptitude or effect. 
Promptituce in the present campaign will be a great sating to the United States, both in character and purse. 


I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 
‘Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


No. 5. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Jackson to Brevet Major General Gaines, dated 
NasHVILLE, 4ugust 7, 1818. 


I am happy to find that the notorious Micco de Cozey is at length destroyed. The distress of the Indians for 
provisions I expected. Your providing for their wants meets my entire approbation; it will meet the entire 
approbation of the Government, as it corresponds with the usual humanity extended to the suffering Indians. 

' have noted with attention Major ‘I'wiggs’s letter, marked No. 5. I contemplated that the agents of Spain, or 
the officers of Fort St. Augustine, would excite the Indians to hostility, and furnish them with the means of war. 
It will be necessary to obtain evidence substantiating this fact, and that the hostile Indians have been fed and 
furnished from the garrison of St. Augustine. This being obtained, should you deem your force sufficient, you will 

roceed to, take, and garrison, Fort St. Augustine with American troops, and hold the garrison prisoners until you 
ear from the President of: the United States, or transport them to Cuba, as, in your judgment, under existing cir- 
cumstances, you may think best. 

Let it be remembered, that the proceedings carried on by me, or this order, are not on the ground that we are at 
war with Spain. It is on the ground of self-preservation, bottomed on the broad basis of the law of nature and of 
nations, and justified by giving peace and security to our frontier; hence the necessity of procuring evidence of the 
fact of the agents or officers of Spain having excited the Indians to continue the war against us, and that they have 
furnished them with the means of carrying on the war. ‘This evidence being obtained, you will (if your force is 
anne ge | apa nothing to prevent you from reducing Fort St. Augustine, except a positive order from the Depart - 
ment of War. 

Orders, some time since, have been given to the officer of the ordnance commanding at Charleston, to have in 
readiness a complete battering train, the number and caliber of the guns pointed out. I have no doubt you will 
find them in readiness. 

I enclose you the report of Captain Henley of the naval force on that station. You will open a correspondence 
with Commandant A. G. Dallas, to ensure his co-operation, provided it should be required. I trust, before this 
reaches you, you will have destroyed the settlement collected at Suwany; this can easily be done by a coup de 
main, provided secrecy of your movements be observed, and great expedition of march used. Without expedition 
of movement, and great caution, you will be discovered, and the enemy will flee, or endeavor to ambuscade you; 
both of which ought to be guarded against. 

Have a careful eye to your supplies on hand, that, before they are consumed, others may be ordered and reach 
you. Without necessary supplies, an army cannot operate with effect. The late scarcity ought to teach usa lesson 
on this head, never to be forgotten. I therefore expect that no scarcity will happen at any place, post, or garrison, 
intrusted to your care. I shall expect to hear from you shortly; and that you and your brigade may be successful 
in all your operations, and cover yourselves with glory, is my heartfelt wish. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 


No. 6. 


Heap-quarters, Division oF THE SouTH, NASHVILLE, August 10, 1818. 


Captain Gadsden will likewise deliver you his report, made in pursuance of my order, accompanied with the 
plans of the fortifications thought necessary for the defence of the Floridas, in connexion with the line of defence 
on our southern frontier. This was done under the belief that Government will never jeopardize the safety of the 
Union, or the security of our frontier, by surrendering those posts, unless upon a sure gharanty, agreeably to the 
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stipulations of the articles of capitulation, that will insure permanent peace. tranquillity, and security to our 
southern frontier. It is believed that Spain can never furnish this guaranty. As long as thereare Indians in Florida, 
and it possessed by Spain, they will be excited to war and the indiscriminate murder of our citizens, by foreign 
agents and Spanish officers. The conduct of Spain, for the last six years, fully proves this. It was under the 
belief that the Floridas would be held, that my orders to make the report were given to Captain Gadsden. ‘To this 
I refer you; its perusal will show you how important it is, not only to the defence and security of the frontier, but 
to the whoie United States. It points to our vulnerable points, and shows our country can and was intended to be 
invaded, during the last war, from this quarter; and that the attempt would have been made, had not the Creek 
Indians been subdued previous to the arrival of the British troops; and afterwards their attempt to gain possession 
of Mobile bay was frustrated by the repulse they met with at Fort Bowyer. If possession is given of the points now 
occupied ‘by our troups, and a war ensues, an attempt will no doubt be made to penetrate our country by the 
Appalachicola, and, by the aid of the Indians, to reach the Mississippi at or above the Chickasaw Bluffs. Should 
this be done with a formidable force, in our unprepared state, it is highly probable that the enemy might reach the 
banks of the Mississippi; occupying these posts will prevent the danger of such an occurrence; surrender them, 
and [ would not, without a much stronger force, hold myself responsible for the safety of my division. But with 
those posts fortified as recommended, and with an effective force of five thousand men, I pledge my life upon 
defending the country, from St. Mary’s to the Barrataire, against all the machinations and attacks of the Holy 
Alliance and combined Europe. se ; 

By Captain Gadsden you will receive some letters,* lately enclosed to me, detailing the information that the 
Spaniards at Fort St. Augustine were again exciting the Indians to war against us, and a copy of my order to General 
Gaines upon this subject. It is what I expected, and proves the necessity and sound policy of not only holding the 
posts which we are now in possession of, but likewise of our possessing ourselves of Fort St. Augustine; this alone 
can ensure peace and security on our southern frontier. 

It is alone by a jugt and _a bold course of conduct that we can expect to obtain and ensure respect from Europe, 
and not by a timid, temporizing policy; the first commands admiration and esteem, the latter contempt. But from 
the composition of the present administration, I can never suppose that they will abandon rights, or assume a timid and 
temporizing course of policy. I therefore conclude that the posts will never be surrendered, unless upon the terms 
agreed on in the capitulation, and then it guarantied that those terms will be punctually fulfilled; particularly 
when it is recollected that, unless this is done, our frontier will be exposed to all the scenes of bloo:! and massacre 
heretofore experienced; and to regain them will cost us much blood and treasure, in the event of a war. The 
security of the Western States renders it necessary that they should be held; the voice of the people will demand 
it. But upon this, as well as every other subject, I refer you to Captain Gadsden. 


I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 
Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


No. 7. 
9 Department oF War, Seplember 1, 1818. 
IR: 

General Jackson has transmitted to this Department a copy of his letter to you of the 7th ultimo. It is to be 
presumed that his orders in relation to St. Augustine were given before he was apprised of the decision of the Presi- 
dent in relation to St. Marks and Pensacola; as the principle on which that decision was made would equally extend 
to the case of St. Augustine. You will, accordingly, not carry that part of General Jackson’s order into execution, 
except to collect with care the evidence of such facts as go to prove any countenance or assistance from the Spanish 
authority in St. Augustine to the hostile Indians; and should you ascertain‘that they have afforded any, you will 
report the facts, properly supported by evidence, to this Department. You will also report the facts on which you 
ordered the issue of rations to the Indians, and the extent of the issue. I refer to the issue which is alluded to in 
General Jackson’s letter to you of the 7th ultimo, as the Department has not yet received any information on the 


subject. 
I have, &c. 
General E. P. Garnes. J. C. CALHOUN. 
No. 8. 


Extract of a letter from J. C. Calhoun, Secretary of War, to Major General Andrew Jackson, dated 


Sepremser 8, 1818. 


I enclose a copy of my orders of the 14th ultimo to General Gaines for your information. I concur in the view 
which you have taken in relation to the importance of Florida to the effectual peace and security of our Southern 
frontier; and such, I believe, is the opinion of every member of the administration. In fact, the grounds assumed 
are very far from being feeble. St. Marks will be retained until Spain shall be ready to garrison it with a sufficient 
force; and Fort Gadsden, and any other position in East or West Florida, within the Indian country, which may 
be deemed eligible, will be retained so long as there is any danger; which, it is.hoped, will afford the desired secu- 
rity. We ought, it is true, never to resort to timid measures to avoid war; but it appears to me that a certain 
degree of caution (not from the fear of the Holy Alliance) ought, at this time, to mark our policy. A war with 
Spain, were it to continue with her alone, and were there no great neutral Powers to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of embarrassing us, would be nothing; but such a war would not continue long without involving other 
parties, and it certainly would, in a few years, be an English war. In such a war I would not fear for the fate of 
our country; but, certainly, if it can be prudently and honorably avoided for the present, it vuught to be. We want 
time—time to grow, to perfect our fortifications, to enlarge our navy, to replenish our depots, and to pay our debts. 
I speak to you frankly, knowing your zeal for our country, with whose glory yours is now identified. No one who 
has examined my political course will, [ am sure, think that these opinions are influenced by timid councils. 


© ae The order of the 14th of August, referred to in the above extract, has been already communicated to 
ongress. 


No. 9. 
Forr Crawrorp, May 19, 1818. 
Dear Sir: 

Proceeding to Georgia for the purpose of bringing my family to this territory, and desirous to provide for the 
safety of the inhabitants on the frontiers during my absence, I have sought an interview with the officer in command 
at this place. At Camp Montgomery I learned that you would probably reach this place in a few days, and indulged 
the hope of seeing you. An interview with you would have been to me a source of much pleasure, and I regret that 
my arrangements will not permit me to await your arrival. 

The Indians commenced their murderous incursions on the frontier settlements in January last, when two men 
were killed in this neighborhood. No events occurred afterwards to excite apprehension until the 14th of March, 
when a house on the Federal Road, near Poplar Spring, was attacked, and eight persons killed. ‘This intelligence 
reached me at Claiborne, from whence a detachment of mounted riflemen was immediately ordered to the place, 
for one month’s service. A few daysafterwards five men, while travelling the road, were fired at, and three killed; 
from whom fifteen hundred, or two thousand dollars were taken. ‘The people, for the most part, were fying for 
safety in every direction, and all communication by mail, or otherwise, with Georgia, wholly suspended. ‘The 


* These letters have been passed into the State Department, and cannot now be found. 
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Indians were known to be still in that quarter. In this state of things, three posts were established by my order, at 
which there are in the whole about one hundred men, who have instructions to scour the woods from « ay to day. 
A fortnight since they found a camp; but, on their approach, the enemy fled to a contiguous swamp, from whence 
they fired, and killed one man. ‘The commanding officer informs me that he thinks the number of Indians now in 
the neighborhood considerable. I should have mentioned that, in April, a house, within filteen or twenty miles of 
Claiborne, was attacked; the husband killed, and wife and two daughters wounded. ‘Thirty dollars, a quantity of 
bacon, and every article which could be conveyed away, taken and carried to Pensacola, where, I believe, the 
murderers might still be found. " 

I yesterday learned that one Indian was killed, and another wounded, near the Poplar Spring. This detail of 
events, however, was — unnecessary, as you will receive from Major Young every intelligence upon the 
subject. My principal object is to state that, in my efforts to protect the people over whom I preside, the territorial 
treasury being destitute of funds, has afforded me no supplies whatsoever, nor has it been in the power of the com- 
manding officer here to render the aid which he has uniformly manifested the best disposition to afford. Iam 
desirous that the troops should be considered as in the service of the United States, and the accounts adjusted 
when their term of service expires. One company rendezvoused at Poplar Spring, for three months’ service, on 
the 10th of April, and a detachment of twenty-five at Sepulger lately, for the same term of service. The expenditures 
incurred have been considerable, and altogether beyond my means of paying. You will readily perceive how 
unpleasant has been my situation without the means of affording the protection necessary to keep the inhabitants at 
their homes. ‘The regular force in this quarter has been insufficient for the defence of the country; the militia I 
have not had time to organize, and, above all, not a dollar in the treasury. My views of the necessity of forwarding 
men and money to this section of the country have been repeatedly stated to Colonel ‘Trimble; but, [ zpprehend, it 
has not been in his power to meet them. 

Having endeavored, in vain, with my limited resources, to arrest the enemy after their successive murders, and 
being satisfied that they sought refuge in Florida, I determined to raise a volunteer force, and.order them to attack 
the hostile Indians without regard to our boundary. A part of the force is now under the command of Major 
Young, and Captain Stull is in possession of my order. Had I been furnished with funds, the enemy would have 
been driven from that retreat long before this time; persuaded as I am that it is the only effectual method of afford - 
ing security to this territory. 

[ have this moment received intelligence which leaves no doubt of your approach to this quarter; and I shall 
now leave the territory perfectly satisfied that the people will not suffer by my absence. Mr. Henry Hitchcock is 
appointed Territorial Secretary and will act as Governor after I set out from Fort Jackson, whith will be on the 
26th or 27th of this month. ! may, however, be detained a few days longer in arranging with the Big Warrior the 
reception of a party of Indians who have sued for peace, and delivered themselves to Major Young. This they 
did so soon as the Major convinced them, by a well timed and well executed expedition, that they would no longer 
be permitted to murder our citizens, and find refuge in the Spanish territory. 

There are at this place forty volunteers, and the same number of militia at Camp Montgomery. Should you 
need any additional aid from the territory it would be promptly furnished, should you notify me at Fort Jackson 
before my departure. 

I enclose to you letters [ have received from the commanding officer of the militia near Poplar Spring, which 

: will present to you the state of things in that quarter. Excuse this hasty scrawl, and accept the assurances of my 


regard and esteem. 
WM. W. BIBB. 
No. 10. 
PayMasTrerR GENERAL’s Orrick, Crry or Wasuineton, February 20, 1819. 
Sir: 
In answer to your letter of the 17th of the present month I have the honor to state: 


Ist. ‘That ** the numbers and grades of the officers who commanded the detachment of Indians employed under 
McIntosh, and the whole number of Indians,” appear, from the accounts of the agent who pail them, to have been. 


1 Brigadier general. 4 Assistant commissaries. 

2 Colonels. 28 Captains. 

2 Lieutenant colonels. 28 First lieutenants. 

2 Majors. 28 Second do. 

1 Assistant adjutant general. 1,517 Rank and file (or other warriors.) 

2. That *“* the number and grades of the oflicers, who commanded the Tennessee and Kentucky volunteers,” 

: appear, from the rolls which mustered thein into service, to have been 

1 Assistant adjutant general. 2 Quartermasters, (regimental. ) 

1 Assistant inspector general. 2 Surgeons. (do.) 

1 Assistant deputy quartermaster general. 4 Surgeon’s mates, (do.) 

1 Chaplain. 4 Sergeant majors, (do.) 

1 Foragemaster. 4 Quartermaster sergeants. 

1 Assistant foragemaster. 20 Captains. 

1 Judge advocate. 20 First lieutenants. 

2 Colonels. 18 Second lieutenants. 

4 Lieutenant colonels. 11 Third lieutenants. 

4 Majors. 17 Cornets. 

4 Adjutants, (regimental.) 





Of whom one captain, and one first lieutenant, appear to have belonged to Kentucky; the others to Tennessee. 
3d. ‘That “*the number and grades of the officers who commanded (or served with) the two companies of 
rangers,” under Captains Boyle and McGirt, appear, from a communication of the paymaster of the 4th regiment of 


infantry, dated the 23d of September, 1818, to have been 
2 Captains. 2 Second lieutenants. 


2 First lieutenants. { 1 Surgeon’s mate. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
; NATHANIEL FRYE, Jun. Chief Clerk 
‘The Hon. Asner Lacock, Chairman of the Committee 
on the subject of the Seminole war, in Senate of the U. S. 


No. 11. 
PaymasTER Generav’s Orricr, Crty or Wasuincton, February 23, 1819. 
Sir: , 
Your letter of yesterday’s date is now before me; and, with reference to my note of the 20th instant, I have 
to state that ** the whele number of men (rank and file) employed as volunteers from Tennessee and Kentucky” 
appears, from the muster-rolls, to have been one thousand one hundred and sixty-threes the number employed in 
Captain Boyle’s and Captain McGirt’s companies of rangers one hundred and forty. 
With sentiments of much respect, I am, sir, your most obedient, : 
NATHL. FRYE, Jun. Chief Clerk. 


‘To the Hon. Asyer Lacock, ; 
Chairman of the Committee on the subject of the Seminole war, in Senate of the U. S. 
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No. 12. 
Wasuineton City, February 5, 1819. 


Sir . ad 

I have the honor to.acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the present date, enclosing a communication 
from the chairman of the committee of the Senate, requesting of you a copy of the letter addressed by Major White 
Young to Governor Masot, on the 27th April, 1818. Not having received a report from Major Young relative to 
the correspondence with Governor Masot, or his attack on the hostile Indians in the vicinity of Pensacola, the only 
information I possess on the subject is contained in the letter of Governor Bibb dated on the 19th of May, 1818, to 
which J beg leave to refer you. ; ' 

On my return from Suwany to St. Marks, I was informed (through the medium of Mr. Hambly) by the captain 
of a vessel direct from Pensacola, that a number of hostile Indians had assembled at that place. On interrogating 
the captain, he reluctantly stated that, at the time of his sailing, there were in Pensacola four hundred and fifty or 
five hundred Indians; that they had been fed and furnished with munitions of war, and were committing depreda- 
tions on the persons and property of the citizens on the frontiers of Alabama, and also on the subjects of Spain. 
After receiving this information, I informed you, in my letter dated at St. Marks, on the 26th of April, that I should 
leave that place fur Fort Gadsden in two or-three days, und, after making all necessary arrangements for the secu- 
rity of the position occupied, and detaching a force to scour the country west of the Appalachicola, | should proceed 
direct to Nashville. I then ordered Captain Sands to Mobile, to prepare and hold in readiness a train of artillery, 
should circumstances arising out of facts disclosed render its use in the field necessary. On this occasion, as on all 
others, | thought it my duty to be prepared fully to execute my orders in putting an end to the conflict. 

On my arrival at Fort Gadsden, my quartermaster general, Colonel George Gibson, who was charged with the 
defence of that post, handed me several letters, brought trom Fort Montgomery by Major Hogan, from respectable 
citizens, confirming the report made by the captain of the schooner while at St. Marks, and detailing the murder of 
eighteen of our citizens on the Sepulger, and the destruction of a family near Fort Claiborne. Major Hogan also 
confirmed this information, and added that the citizens at Montgomery were fortifying themselves. Sirmular infor- 
mation was received from two gentlemen who arrived in a vessel laden with suttler’s stores for the troops at Fort 
Gadsden, but whose names are not now recollected, and by the captains of the sloop Hector and barge Peacock, 
direct from Mobile. In addition to the foregoing, | was shown a letter (confidentially written) from a person of high 
respectability in Pensacola, detailing the facts as stated by the captain of the schooner at St. Marks. 

This information, corroborated by so many persons, determined me to go in person to Pensacola; and I ordered 
Colonel Gibson forthwith to Mobile, with instructions to give every facility to Captain Sands in having the artillery 
secretly moved to Fort Montgomery, there to await my orders; and immediately organized a force suflicient for the 
execution of my orders under date of 26th December, 1817. 

Alter crossing the Choctawhachy, | despatched an Indian guide with a soldier express to Fort Crawford, with 
orders to Colonel Gibson and Captain Sands, at Fort Montgomery, to move on the artillery, and form a junction 
with me after I crossed the Escambia rivers; which order was promptly executed. On my reaching the Escambia, I 
was met by Captain Boyle, express from Governor Bibb, with the letter of the 19th of May above mentioned, and, 
on reaching the west bank, received information that Holmes and his warriors were then in Pensacola, for which 
place I immediately marched. For my proceedings thereafter I refer you to my detailed report. 

Should you wish information on any other points growing out of my military operations during that campaign, it 
will afford me much pleasure to give it to you. . 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major General, commanding Southern Division. 
The Hon. J. C. Catuoun. 


No. 13. 


Fort Covincron, near Battimore, February 5, 1819. 
Sir: 

Yesterday I had the honor to receive your letter of the 2d instant, on the subject of the late war with the 
Seminole Indians, and, in answer to your interrogatories, on all of which [ am unable to give you the information 
required. I was, however, with the troops at Fort Scott, under the command of General Gaines, at the commence- 
ment of hostilities. [ was never ordered with any detachment to remove the Indians from the lands of the United 
States. Brevet Major Twiggs, of the 7th regiment United States’ infantry, commanded the first detachment that 
visited the Indian village called Fowltown, situated on the east side of Flint river, by the order of the general; the 
nature of his orders I know not, neither can I say who fired the first gun. I understood at the time, that, on the 
approach of our troops, the Indians fled from their houses to an adjacent swamp; they were fired on, and two war- 
riors and, unfortunately, one woman were killed; there was one prisoner taken by the detachment, on its march to 
Fowltown, and who was afterwards confined as a prisoner at Fort Scott. ‘This detachment brought, on their return, 
three or four Indian horses. : 

The second detachment that visited the village of Fowltown, was placed under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Arbuckle, of the 7th infantry, who, on a near approach, detached me with a command to advance on the 
village by a different route from that which he took; my orders from him were to take prisoners, if possible, but if 
an attempt to escape was made, to fire; and to examine all the buildings for corn. We were, however, discovered 
when within two hundred yards, and the Indians took to flight, giving the war whoop, and firing alarm guns. Corn, 
cattle, and other provisions, | have no hesitation in saying, was the object of this visit. We had one or two 
wagons with the detachment, which were loading with corn from the cribs of the Indians, when an attack was com- 
menced by them, in which we had one man killed; as the Indians fought in the edge of the swamp. their loss 
was not ascertained, otherwise than by their own acknowledgment, which was afterwards said to be five or six 
warriors killed. We brought off all the corn which we conveniently could, and, perhaps, fifteen or eighteen head 
of cattle, and a few horses. Previous to our return to Fort Scott, the detachment was halted on the Flint river, 
three miles from Fowltown, and twelve from Fort Scott. where they remained four or five days in building a small 
picket work, called Fort Hughes. The provisions thus taken was just sufficient fur the support of the troops during 
their absence from Fort Scott. 

The third and last visit paid the village by our troops, was during the absence of General Gaines, who was at 
Amelia Island. This detachment was also commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Arbuckle, and, on our arrival, finding 
the place entirely abandoned by the Indians, it was destroyed by fire. 

‘The horses taken by the detachment under Major ‘Twiggs, as well as those taken by that under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Arbuckle, were considered of no value, but were ordered by the General to be turned into 
the quartermaster’s hands. I afterwards saw some of them in his possession; others were claimed by the friendly 
Indians as their property, which were given up to them by the geueral’s order. I believe, sir, that this is all the 
information which it is in my power to give on the subject that you have requested. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient and very humble servant, 


JOHN N. McINTOSH, fain 4th regi. U. S. Infantry. . 
The Hon. A. Lacock. Op & : nfantry 


No. 14. 


. Executive Department, MILLEDGEVILLE, Grorota, February 6, 1817. 
SIR: 

; understand that the 4th regiment of the United States’ infantry, which, for some time past, has been sta- 
tioned on the frontier of this State, near the junction of the Flint and Chatahoochee rivers, is ordered to Fort Mont- 
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omery, on the waters of Mobile, and I have not heard of any other troops being ordered to supply their place. 

y this movement, not only the frontier of Georgia is left without defence, but the restless and dissatisfied part of 
the Creeks, who are concentrated within the Spanish line, and at no great distance from the post (Camp Crawford) 
lately occupied by the 4th regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Clinch, will be without any check, and, I have no 
doubt, will indulge their propensity for mischief, by acts of murder or rapine, upon defenceless travellers and fron- 
tier settlers. It isa fact well known to Lieutenant Colonel Clinch, and to every officer with him at Camp Craw- 
ford, that nothing has kept those Seminole Indians, who have been joined by the most inveterate of the hostile 
fellows from the upper towns in check, but the presence of the troops; and, if they are removed, some serious 
consequences are to be apprehended. Besides, it_is very evident, that, by the removal of the troops from Camp 
Crawlord and the neighboring country, that portion of the territory acquired by Jackson’s treaty, as it is usually 
called, lying east of the Chatahoochee, and which, of course, falls to Georgia, will be abandoned to the Indians. 

Against measures which, in my judgment, will produce these results, it is my duty, as chief magistrate of 
Georgia, to protest. I am very far, however, from believing that it is the intention of the President, with know- 
ledge of the fact, to leave Georgia, as a frontier State, on the Indians, and the Spanish provinces of Florida, unpro- 
tected; and that if the removal of the troops, under Lieutenant Colonel Clinch has been by him deemed indispen- 
sable, he will order their place to be supplied by a competent force. + 
I have to request that the substance of this letter may be communicated to the President, and that his determi- 
nation thereon may be transmitted to the Executive of Georgia, with as little delay as possible. 
L am, sir, with high consideration and respect, your very obedient servant, 
D. B. MITCHELL. 


The Hon. the Secretary or Wan. 
No. 15. 


. Executive Department, GeorGia, MILLEDGEVILLE, February 5, 1817. 
Sir: 

Understanding that you are thus far on your way to Fort Montgomery, I avail myself of the present oppor- 
tunity to communicate some facts, in the expectation that you will have it in your power, if your judgment ap- 
prove, to adopt the measures I am about to propose. 

You, no doubt, have already been informed that the notorious Woodbine has recently made his appearance again at 
the mouth of the Appalachicola, and that he has an agent now among the Seminole Indians and negroes in that quar- 
ter, stirring them up to acts of hostility against this country; and that Woodbine himself has gone in an armed vessel 
to some part of the West Indies for supplies. Connected with this fact is another, which may serve as an intima- 
tion of the future conduct of these people, when once in possession of the supplies, which, it is said, they expect 
on the return of Woodbine. About ten or twelve days ago, a small party of those Indians entered the frontier of 
Wayne county, and stole two horses and some cattle. ‘They were pursued by some of the inhabitants, who peace- 
ably demanded a restoration of the stolen property; and, instead of a compliance on the part of the Indians, the 
immediately fired upon the whites, who retired without returning a shot; one of the whites was mortally wounded. 

Before this last circumstance came to my knowledge, I had addressed the acting Secretary of War, and desired 
the contents of my letter to be communicated to the President, in which I represented the evil consequences that 
were likely to result to Georgia, in particular, by the removal of the 4th regiment from camp Crawford, without 
their place was supplied by an adequate force from some other quarter; and requested the order for the removal of 
that regiment might be countermanded, or their place supplied. ‘To this communication there has not yet been time 
to receive an answer. One object of my present address is to know if you cannot suspend the march of the 4th 
regiment until I can hear from the War Department, if you do not feel authorized or disposed to order them back 
to their former station at Camp Crawford. Another object of the present address grows out of the following fact: 
some of our people have gone over the Ockmulgee, and settled between that river and the line run under the late 
treaty with the Creeks, on or near Goose creek, of which the Indians complain. I have appointed an agent to go 
and order them off, and bring me the names of all such as refuse to move from the Indian land. I am doubtful, 
from the character of those intruders, that they will not remove without force is used to compel them; and it is 
doubtful whether I can legally apply that force, and the United States can. I have to request, if consistent with 
your duty. or the orders of the General Government, that you will order a detachment of troops to proceed to the 
spot, and remove those intruders. Iam unwilling to give the Indians any just cause of complaint against us, and 
the more so, because I am determined, as long as I hold _ the station I now occupy, never to permit any aggression 
on their part to pass with impunity. I hold it a good rule, however, “to do as I would be done by,” and am de- 
sirous of conforming to this rule in the present instance. 

1 am, sir, with high consideration and respect, your very obedient servant, 
D. B. MITCHELL. 


Major General Epmunp P. Gaines. 
No. 16. 


Having been summoned to attend a committee of the honorable the Senate of the United States, to give evidence 
touching the Seminole war, I did attend accordingly, and, after a verbal statement to, and examination by, the 
committee, the following questions were asked me, with a request that I would answer in writing: 


First, as to “* the origin of the Seminole war, and the Fowltown affair.” 


It is, no doubt, within the knowledge of the honorable the committee, that, during the late war with the British 
and Creeks, posts were established and occupied on the Appalachicola by British officers and agents, and a consi- 
derable force there organized for the purpose of annoying the southern frontier of the United States. It is also 
known that the hostile Indians of the Creek war, who had not embraced the terms of peace proposed by General 
Pinckney, and finally settled by the treaty of Fort Jackson, had taken shelter in the Floridas. From their resent- 
ment, and the motley crew collected by Nichols, much mischief was to be apprehended by the inhabitants on the 
frontier of Georgia; and the post of Fort Scott, situate in the fork of the Flint and Chatahoochee rivers, and near 
their junction, was established and occupied by a considerable force of United States’ troops, for the protection of 
that frontier; and the same troops, with the aid of some naval force which ascended the Appalachicola, destroyed 
a fort about sixty miles below, built by Colonel Nichols, occupied and defended by negroes. The blowing up of this 
fort, with its negro garrison, (for, except a few Choctaw Indians, who were taken, it is believed that no other In- 
dians were in the fort,) had a salutary influence in restraining the fugitives from the Creek war, and_ those under 
the influence of Nichols and his partisans. I say the fugitives from the Creek war and the partisans of Nichols, be- 
cause it is well understood that the Seminoles took no part in the Creek war, unless the receipt of goods, &c. from 
Nichols or his sub-agents be considered as proof of this fact; but the truth is, they will receive presents from any 
party, without any intention of adopting his projects; and such, I have no doubt, was the case with the Seminoles 
upon this occasion. The troops occupying Fort Scott were, however, soon after removed, and the post abandoned, 
or so nearly so, that it was in the power of the Indians, at any time, to have destroyed it. Filling, at that time, the 
executive chair of Georgia, I addressed the then Secretary of War on the subject of the removal of the troops, 

inting out some of the evils which were likely to result, and urging the necessity of the re-occupation of the past 

y a respectable force. To this communication an answer was received, by which I was informed that, althouga it 

was the intention of the Government to concentrate a respectable force further to the west, yet it never was con- 
templated to leave the frontier of Georgia exposed. 4 

‘The peace of the frontier of Georgia has always been exposed and disturbed, more or less, by acts of violence, 
committed as well by the whites as the Indians; and a spirit of retaliation has mutually prevailed. These petty 
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acts of aggression were increased and multiplied by a set of lawless and abandoned characters, who had taken re- 
fuge on both sides of the St. Mary’s river, living principally by plunder. I believe the first outrage committed on 
the frontier of Georgia, after the treaty of Fort Jackson, was by these banditti, who plundered a party of the Semi- 
nole Indias, on their way to Georgia for the purpose of trade, and killed one of them. ‘This produced retaliation 
on the part of the Indians, and hence the killing of Mrs. Garrett and her child. ‘The evidence of these plunder- 
ings and murders is on the files of the Executive of Georgia. : } 

Early in March, 1817, I resigned the Government of Georgia, and accepted my present appointment; and, in 
July, of the same year, called a general meeting of the Creek nation, at Fort Hawkins. At this meeting I endea- 
vored to impress upon the minds of the Indians the necessity, on their part, of preserving peace; that many of the 
people of the lower towns had been led astray by evil counsel; had received presents from the British agent, Colo- 
nel Nichols; and, although it was acknowledged that they had not taken an active part with the Red Sticks in the 
Creek war, yet their conduct had made them, in some measure, obnoxious to the friendly part of their own nation, 
and to the United States; and that it was the duty of the friendly chiefs to reclaim those people, and restrain the 
restless spirits among them, whose conduct might eventually, if not checked in time, bring them into much trouble, 
if not utter ruins assuring them, at the same time, that the United States would punctually fulfil all their engage- 
ments with them, of which I had then given them substantial proof; and that all, except murderers, who should 
return to their duty, and renew their friendly relations with the nation, should receive protection and forgiveness. 

I state these particulars on account of their connesion with what immediately follows: |About the last of Au- 
gust of the same year, say something more than one month after the meeting at Fort Hawkins, | received a letter 
trom Major ‘Twiggs, then at Fort Scott, dated the 4th of that month, written, as he says, at the request of the chiefs 
of three towns near that place, expressive of their willingness to agree to the talk delivered by me, in July, at Fort 
Hawkins. A copy of Major ‘I'wiggs’s letter, and the memorandum enclosed therein, is herewith exhibited. Of the 
three towns referred to, the Fowltown was one; but, before 1 had an opportunity of sending for those chiefs, or of 
taking any measures for meeting their proposition, General Gaines arrived with a detachment of troops from the 
west, sent for the chief of Fowltown, and for his contumacy in not immediately appearing belore him, the town was 
attacked and destroyed by the troops of the United States, by order of General Gaines. This fact was, I conceive, 
the immediate cause of the Seminole war. ‘The reasons assigned for the destruction of Fowltown, in addition to 
the contumacy of the chief, were, the refusal of the chiefs of the Seminoles to give up some murderers, and the 
hostile aspect which they had assumed. Of this demand and refusal | know nothing more than what has been pub- 
lished; but truth compels me to say, that, before the attack on Fowltown, aggressions of this kind were as frequent 
on the part of the whites as on the part of the Indians, the evidence of which can be furnished from the files of the 
Executive of Georgia, to which I have before referred. 

The second question put by the committee is, * the organization of McIntosh’s brigade, how and by whom done, 
with a roster of the field and other officers; with the notice thereof given to the War Department; what answer, if 
any, was received?” 

At the meeting at Fort Hawkins, in July, 1817, Colonel Brearly, of the 7th infantry, attended, and stated to me 
that he was directed by General Gaines to apply for the assistance or services of General McIntosh and five or six 
hundred of his friendly warriors, in case he should go against the Seminoles. 1 immediately communicated the 
application to the chiels in council, and received for answer that they would leave that business to McIntosh and 
myself. I then teld McIntosh that he must hold himself and his warriors in readiness to join the United States’ 
troops whenever ordered. ‘This he readily agreed to. Whether I received a written communication from General 
Gaines upon this subject or not, L do not recollect; but I was told by some one that he had written to McIntosh for 
his assistance. However, before a call was made on the warriors to take the field, I received a letter from the then 
acting Secretary of War, communicating the fact to me that General Gaines was prohibited from crossing the Spanish 
line, without a special order from that Department. This [ considered as notice, or rather as an order, to me not to 

ermit the friendly warriors to cross the line under sanction of, or in the service of, the United States. ‘This letter, 

think, L received some time in November; and a meeting of the chiefs having been called by the Little Prince, to 
take into consideration the affair of Fowltown, [informed them of the determination of the Government in this par- 
ticular, and desired them to remain quiet until they heard from me again. ‘This meeting was held in December, at 
the Broken Arrow, on the Chatahoochee; and, on my return to the Agency, I fell in with General Gaines, to whom 
1 communicated the contents of the Acting Secretary’s letter, and the course | had taken with the Indians. The 
General then informed me that he had received the order spoken of, but that, from the representations he had made, 
he did not doubt but that the prohibition to crossing the Spanish line would be removed. 1 had appointed another 
meeting with the Indians, to take place at the Agency, at the end of twenty-five days, expecting to hear from the War 
Department in the mean times but, upon the subject of crossing the Spanish line, | received no immediate answer. 
A meeting was accordingly held at the Agency, which commenced on the 9th of January, 1818, at which Colonel 
Brearly attended; and, although he brought no communication in writing from General Gaines, yet he informed 
me that he knew the prohibition to crossing the Spanish line had been withdrawn, and that General Gaines had 
ordered him to muster as many of the friendly Indians into service as were willing to engage. Arrangements were 
immediately made, and a day assigned, for enrolling the friendly warriors, and Colonel Brearly attended at Fort 
Mitchell, for that purpose, and there mustered the greater part of them. Some companies were mustered into ser- 
vice at several other places. which were more convenient for the purpose, owing to the local situation of the Indians. 
The first organization was that of a regiments but, on getting into the field, they were recognised by General Jack- 
son as a brigade. All these proceedings were communicated to the War Department, from time to time, to some 
of which answers were received, and some not. The rolls made out on mustering the brigade out of service are 
in the office of the Paymaster General, or, at least, were sent to that office by me. ‘The staff of the brigade consisted 
of one brigadier general, two colonels, two lieutenant colonels, two majors, one assistant adjutant general, four 
assistant commissaries of purchases, and one aid-de-camp, who was omitted in the muster rol!. The force of the 
brigade about filteen hundred strong. 

The third question put by the committee, is, ** The force of the hostile Seminole Indians.” 

From the best accounts | have been able to receive, from Indians and others, | have never estimated the number 
of the Seminoles at more than seven hundred warriors, and | doubt whether they have that number, exclusive of 
those towns on the Chatahoochee who were considered hostile during that war. The negroes have been estimated 
at two hundred and _ fifty or three hundred effective. When McIntosh and his warriors were mustered at Fort 
Mitchell, he divided his force, and, with that part which he retained under his own command, he descended the 
Chatahoochee on the western bank, and, on reaching the town called Red Ground, encountered their chief and 
warriors. In this affair he took fifty-three warriors, and one hundred and thirty women and children. The chief 
made his escape, with a few warriors. Colonel Lovett, with the res: of the warriors mustered at Fort Mitchell, 
descended the Chatahoochee on the eastern bank, and, General McIntosh crossing the river below the fork, the 
two detachments united on their march to Mickasuky, where they all joined General Jackson, At Mickasuky the 
Indians had generally fled, and but few were found at the town. On the march to Suwany, McIntosh, with his 
warriors, encountered about two hundred of the hostile party, under Peter McQueen, of whom he killed thirty- 
seven, and made six warriors and one hundred and six women and children prisoners. ‘The next enemy they 
engaged were the negroes at Sauwannee, amounting to about two hundred and fifty, of whom eleven or twelve 
were killed, and three made prisoners. ‘The Indians of this part of the country fled before the army, and here 
ended the Seminole campaign, as far as the Indians were concerned. I wili here observe, that the Mickasuky 
{Indians are not considered by the Creek nation as Seminoles. ‘Those Indians under Bowlegs are the only ones 
considered by them as Seminoles, although, in speaking generally of the Seminoles, in relation to the Seminole war, 

1 include all the Indians who had any share in that war. 


Being asked what became of the prisoners taken by McIntosh, I answer, they were generally sent into the 
nation, and are now there. 








/ y D. B. MITCHELL. 
Sworn and subscribed, 23d February, 1819. 
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No. 2. 
Forr Scott, 4ugust 4, 1817. 


Sir: 

Some of the chiefs of the lower towns on the Chatahoochee met at this place to-day. ‘The chiefs of three 
towns were present, who had not been to Fort Hawkins at the time the stipead was delivered to them. They 
requested me to forward their names, and the names of their towns, to you, and to inform you that the talk given 
to the Indians at that place they would agree to. 


With respect, your obedient servant, 
D. E. TWIGGS, Major Commanding. 


I certify the foreguing to be a true copy of the original, now in my possession, 22d February, 1819. . 
D. B. MITCHELL, “gent for Indian Affairs. 


No. 3. 
Towns. Chiefs. 


( Wacksee Micco, 
Con-chatee, J Capetan Micco, 
Tallessee ‘Tustunnuggee 
— 3! B5ke, 
Choeco-nuklee, ) Cow Merchant, 
Oche-see, ; Tuskeenehau, 
L Holoth Emauthlau.* 


i certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original memorandum enclosed to me in the foregoing letter, by 
Major Twiggs, 22d February, 1819. 
D. B. MITCHELL, Agent for Indian Affairs. 


No. 17. 


Rosert Butter, Adjutant General of the southern division of the army of the United States, being duly sworn, 
testifies, that, in the summer of 1817, Mr. John Donnelson, of the neighborhood of Nashville, went to Pensacola 
and purchased jots of land there, with the approbation of the Governor. That the deponent has heard that Mr. 
James Jackson, of Nashville, was concerned with him, and was the only person concerned. He also understood 
that Donnelson’s first view in going to Pensacola was for the benefit of his health. ‘That Mr. Donnelson is nephew 
of General Jackson’s wife. ‘That he does not know the amount of Donnelson’s purchase. ‘That he does not know, 
nor does he believe, that General Jackson had, or expected to have, any interest in said purchase; nor did he ever 


hear it suggested. 

The dep nent further saith, that there were two regiments of mounted gun-men, volunteers, raised by General 
Jackson in January, 1818. ‘That General Jackson appointed the colonels, and most or all of the field officers. ‘That 
Colonel Haynes appointed the platoon and staff officers. ‘That there were also two companies of volunteers, called 
life guards, who appointed their own officers, and tendered their services to the General, by whom they were 
accepted. That, according to the best of the deponent’s recollection, the Governor of ‘Tennessee was at Nashville 
at the time the officers of the gun-men were appointed. 

‘That General Jackson’s first determination to go to Pensacola was made at Fort Gadsden, after his return from 
Suwany, and was made in consequence of information that there were, on or about the 15th of April, five hundred 
hostile Indians at Pensacola, who received ammunition and provisions from the Governors; and, also, information of 
several murders having been committed on the Federal Road. That, on the march to Pensacola, General Jackson 
told the deponent, that if, on his arrival, he found the information true, he would demand the surrender of the 
place. That, at Fort Gadsden, General Jackson saw a letter, which deponent thinks was from [nnerarity, one of 
the house of Forbes, Leslie, & Co. at Pensacola, to Doyle, a trader, then at Fort Gadsden, giving information as to 
the number of Indians at Pensacola. ‘That the letter also stated, that the property of the people of Pensacola was 
every day depredated on by the Indians. That, when General Jackson formed the determination to go to Pensacola, 
he ordered Lieutenant Sands to Mobile, to prepare artillery, to meet him alter he should have crossed the Escambia, 
on his march to Pensacola, which order was executed. 

‘That, at the time the army attacked Mickasuky, there were not more than five hundred Indian warriors 
embodied; nor does the deponent believe there were, at any time during the war, more than five or six hundred 
embodied at any one place. That, from the nature of the subject, this statement must be conjectural. ‘That the 
enemy’s warriors were in general well armed. ‘That deponent was told there were about thirteen hundred souls at 
Suwany, of which two hundred and fifty or three hundred were fighting men. ‘That our army had one man killed 
and four wounded, in actions with the Indians, during the campaign, and two killed at the Barancas.. ’ 

Deponent further says, that General Jackson received, from a private source, a plan of the fortress of St. 
Augustine; and, as the deponent believes, it was sent to the General, at St. Marks, or Fort Gadsden, after his 


return from Suwany. ; on 
Vhat General Jackson had under his command, in Florida, about eighteen hundred militia, volunteers. = 


regulars, and filteen hundred Indians under McIntosh. That these Indians were received into the service while 
General Gaines commanded, and were regularly mustered, in and out of service, by the United States’ officers. 


No. 18. 


Colonel Grorce Girsoy, of the United States’ army, being duly sworn, testifies and says, that he acted as 
quartermaster genera! in General Jackson’s campaign against the Seminoles. That, on the 29th day of January, 
1818, at New Orleans he received an order from General Jackson to procure, and bring to Fort Scott a supply of 
rations, ordnance, and quartermasters, and hospital stores. That he joined the General at Fort Gadsden, on the 
25th of March. ‘That the general then placed him in command of the post, with orders to send stores round to 
Fort St. Marks, which was done. That, in April, Major Hogan, paymaster, joined the army. He brought infor- 
mation of the murders committed in Alabasna, and on the Sapolgus, a branch of the Conecub by the Indians. 
About the same time information was brought by the sloop Hector to Fort Gadsden, from Mobile, that a large num- 
ber of Indians were in Pensacola. This was confirmed by Captain Rogers of the Peacock from Mobile. In con- 
sequence of this information, the deponent held the transportation in readiness, and sent thirty-three thousand 
rations to Fort Scott, believing, from the information he had, that the army would move to the West. On the arrival 
of General Jackson the deponent gave him the above-mentioned information, and a number of letters on the sub- 
ject of the Indian war to the westward of the Appalachicola. ‘That, on the 6th of May, the General ordered the 
deponent tu Mobile, by water, with instructions to send artillery and ammunition to Fort Montgomery, and to be 


there ready himself to meet him with artillery, forage, and provisions. ‘The general was to advise the deponent by 
, That the deponent accordingly received an express, and met 


express of the point at which he was to meet him. } ; 
the general twelve miles from Pensacola. ‘The deponent further says, that he thinks it probable, that news of the 
assemblage of Indians at Pensacola reached General Jackson at or near St. Marks, by a schooner which went from 
Pensacola, and was sent by Innerarity, and was a trading schooner loaded with sutlers’ stores. That she arrived 
at Fort Gadsden after leaving St. Marks between the Ist and 4th of May. ‘That Lieutenant Sands was sent from 
St. Marks to Mobile for ammunition and artillery, as deponent understood and believes, and conducted it to an 
That the army entered Pensacola on the day after the deponent joined, viz: on the 23d “hole 
rat the 


artillery officer. ‘ 
New Orleans at the time Captain Call was sent to Pensacola in February. 


That the deponent was at : y ‘ a : 
schooner Italiana arrived in Pensacola in January with a load of provisions from the contractor which were landed 


at Pensacola, and the duties paid by Innerarity. 
* The chief of Fowltown. 


That a few months before this the contractor had been refused 
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rmission to send provisions - the Escambia, and had been obliged to carry them by land from Fort Montgomery 
’ 


to Fort Crawford. ‘That, in the opinion of the deponent, it was impracticable to supply Fort Crawford in the 
winter by land, and as that place was ina suffering condition for want of provisions, the attempt was renewed by 
water. That it is about sixty miles from Fort Montgomery to Fort Crawford. That Arbuthnot’s schooner, as 
deponent understood, was given by him to Colonel Brady, who assisted him in his trial, and was suld, as he heard, 
fur about three or four hundred dollars. 


No. 19. 
Statement of Doctor Bronaugh. 


1 was attached to General Jackson’s staff during the whole Seminole campaign. At St. Marks the general 
received irformation, by a vessel from Pensacola, of a large number of Indians having collected there; where they 
were furnished with. provisions, arms, and munitions of war. Believe that Captain. Sands was sent from St. Marks 
for Mobile, in quest of a train of artillery, to have it at Fort Montgomery, subject to the general’s orders. 1 
understood from the general that he would have all his arrangements made and entered into, that every thing 
might be in complete readiness, provided he should ultimately come to the conclusion to visit Pensacola. I am 
impressed with the belief that an actual determination to occupy this place, and the Barancas, was never formed 


until the protest of Governor Masot was received on the line of march. J. C. BRONAUGH, U. S. Army. 


No. 20. 


Ricnarp K. Cat, Captain United States’ Ist infantry, acting as an aid to General Jacksong being duly sworn, 
testifies and says, that, in the campaign against the Seminoles, he first joined General Jackson at Fort Gadsden, 
and afterwards, on the arrival of the Tennessee volunteers, he joined him again near St. Marks; that he understood 
that General Jackson determined upon going to Pensacola, on hearing that the Governor of that place had protested 
against the passage of supplies up the Escambia river, and in consequence of subsequent information relative to the 
assemblage of Indians at Pensacola; that the deponent had been at Pensacola by orders of Colonel Trimble, com- 
manding at New Orleans; that he arrived there on the 2Ist of February, 1818, and remained there till the 26th; 
that his orders were to obtain a passage for supplies up the Escambia to Fort Crawford; that the Governor of Pensa- 
cola stated to the deponent, that he considered it unsafe for him to give the privilege asked for, as he was under great 
apprehensions, if he did so, the Indians would take possession of St. Marks, or give the Spaniards in that place 
great annoyance; that deponent made report of the above to Colonel Trimble, and also gave information of this pro- 
test or objection of the Governor to General Jackson; that, on the return of the army from Suwany, Lieutenant 
Sands was sent from St. Marks to Mobile for cannon; that, at Fort Gadsden or St. Marks, deponent heard that 
General Jackson had a letter from Innerarity to Deyle or Hambly, informing that there were a number of hostile 
Indians at Pensacola; the number he thinks was said to be five hundred. ae 

Deponent further says, that Arbuthnot’s schooner was given by him to Colonel William Brady, who, as the 
deponent understood, defended him before the court-martial; that he does not know what became of the property 
en board of the schooner, consisting of skins and some wearing apparel, among which was Ambrister’s uniform; 
that the property taken at Suwaney consisted principally of horses and cattle; that the army subsisted on the cattle, 
and that the other property was given to the friendly Indians; that the negroes taken were given to the Indians; 
that, as he understood, Colonel Arbuckle gave fifty dollars a head to the Indians lor every negro delivered to him 
at Fort Gadsden, intending to deliver them to their owners when called for. Deponent further says, that General 
Starks, from Georgia, purchased some of the surrendered property. 


No, 21. 


Statement of John H. Eaton. 


Some time in the fali of 1817, | proposed to Mr. James Jackson of Nashville, to join with me ia the purchase of 
lots in Pensacola, and lands in and about there: he united with me; and six other gentlemen were afterwards asso- 
ciated. We employed John Donnelson (who became also concerned) to proceed to Pensacola and make the pur- 
chases, taking care not to extend them beyond sixteen thousand dollars. My inducement to making this adventure 
was, that I believed the country would ultimately belong to the United States, and [ was impressed with the belief 
that it would be at no distant period: this, however, was a mere impression, and founded on information derived 
from no source except my own opinions. 

L proposed asking a letter of introduction from General Jackson to the Governor of Pensacola, which the 
general gave; this was thought by us necessary from a knowledge that the Indians frequently interrupted American 
citizens while in that city; and this danger we believed would be avoided by having the protection of the Governor, 
which we supposed could and would be attained by introductory letters from respectable sources. I think it was 
sometime in November that Mr. Donnelson proceeded on his mission from Nashville, in company with a Mr. Gor- 
don, who we employed to go with him. 

The purchases were made, consisting of a number of unimproved lots in Pensacola, sixty acres of ground adjoin- 
ing the town, on the lower side, and about two thousand acres on the bay two or three miles out. The deeds I 
have seen, and are now at Nashville, written in the Spanish language, made to Mr. Donnelson, and by him since 
conveyed to the eight gentlemen interested originally. Mr. Donnelson stated to me that his first purchase was re- 
fused to be acquiesced in by the Governor of Petsacola, alleging that American citizens should not buy lands there; 
his ones however, was withdrawn afterwards, and Mr. Donnelson was permitted to go on and complete his 
purchases. 

1 aver that General Jackson is nof, nor ever was, in any manner concerned with this company; nor was it 
entered into from any conversation, hint, or opinion ever given by General Jackson, but arose entirely from the 
circumstances first stated in this affidavit—the belief that the country would, ere long, belong to this Government; 

and that, if so, the speculation would prove a beneficial one. 

The eight gentlemen concerned are as follows: 


James Jackson, Sen. John McCray, 
James Jackson, Jun. John Jackson, 
John H. Eaton, Thos. Childress, 
John C. McLemore, John Donnelson. 


The above gentlemen bearing the same name are in nowise connected or related to General Jackson; the general, 
in fact, has no relatives; all his family having perished during the revolutionary war, in this country, as [ have 
ever understood. Mr. Donnelson is nephew to Mrs. Jackson, the wife of General Jackson. 

Question. Did you have any conversation with General Jackson before or after getting his orders to go to the 
Seminole war. 7 

Answer. After getting his erders I did not; shortly after our association was formed I saw General Jackson, 
and named to him what had been done; and his remark was, thathehad no doubt but that our project would tarn out 
advantageously, or in words to this effect; but General Jackson’s opinion rested on no better foundation than our 
own, a belief prevailing through the country at that time that the country was about to be ceded. Many purchases 
were made in Pensacola last tall, I have understood, founded, no doubt, on this general public impressivn. 


Sworn to: 
JNO. H. EATON. 
No. 22. 


Colonel King to Major General Jackson. 
Sir: Pensacota, October 15, 1818. 


_ Captain Boyles returned to this place on the 13th, having been wounded in an affair with a party of hostile 
Indians near the Choctawhatchy. 
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He reports, that, on the 6th instant, he left his boats in Yellow Water, and, with a detachment of twenty-two 
men on foot, pursued a party of Indians whose track he had discovered. He overtook them on the 8th, about 
twenty-five in number, attacked and defeated them, killing four, wounding many, and making some prisoners. A 
large quantity of ammunition, and all their plunder, fell into his hands. 

The following morning, just before day, the party defeated the day before, supposed to have been reinforced, 
attacked him in his camp; but he succeeded in repulsing them with loss, notwithstanding one half of his men fled 
at the first onset, and were never again brought into action. In this affair, the captain himself received a musket 
ball in his side, and had one of his men dangerously wounded; this, together with the want of provisions, compelled 
him - return to Pensacola, bringing with him sixteen prisoners. He reports to have made seven sca/ps during the 
expedition. 

The rangers being very much fatigued, I shall permit them to rest a few days. I hope Captain Boyles will be 
sufficiently recovered to resume his command. [ shall then once more order him to the Choctawhatchy, where he 
is of opinion a party is concealed, of from forty to fifty warriors, who have resolved never to surrender, confiding 
in the expected return of the Spaniards, when they are sure of protection and supplies, and will again commence 
their depredations on our settlements. This expedition, I flatter myself, of Captain Boyles’s will disappoint and 
render them harmless, before the province is evacuated. 

I cannot close this communication without again calling your attention to the meritorious conduct of Captain 
Boyles. In zeal, activity, and perseverance, he is surpassed by no partisan I have ever known. 


W. KING, Colonel 4th Regiment. 





Major General Axprew Jackson, Commanding Division of the South. 


Major Fanning, Commanding St. Marks, to Major General Gaines. 


. Forr Sr. Marks, Easr Fiorina, November 27, 1818. 
IR: 


From an Indian family arrived here yesterday, from Tampa bay, I learn that the Seminoles have received 
from St. Augustine ten pack-horse loads of ammunition, and that it was distributed among them sixteen days ago. 
That an English trading vessel was at ‘Tampa a month since. Some provisions and ammunition were procured from 
nee the enemy. That, ten days past, two English trading vessels were at Snake island, not far from the mouth 
of Sukaney river. 

hus, there can be but little doubt of the Seminoles being now well supplied with ammunition and provisions. 

The Spaniards recommended to the enemy united and vigorous operations against us, telling them that they 
themselves were going to take St. Marks, which they expected to do without fighting, in the same manner it was 
taken from them. ‘That from St. Marks they would go to Fort Gadsden, where they expected some little resistance, 
and finally to Pensacola. 

These circumstances have put new life among the Sukaney Indians, but Kinhijah says he has heard such talks 
too long, and that he will collect his people and go back to Lis old situation, and be on friendly terms with the 
United States. The other Indians who left their towns and went to Sukaney, during our last campaign, are 
moving, or about to move, back again, and wish to have nothing further to do with the war. 

There is too much appearance of truth in this relation, not to deserve attention; and, in conformity to the spirit 
of the general order of the 16th September, I shall not give up this post to the Spaniards, should they arrive, until I 


may be convinced of the falsehood of the report respecting their conduct, or until [ may receive orders so to do 
from superior authority. 


I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. C. W. FANNING, Mojor U. S. Army, Commanding St. Marks. 

Major General E. P. Gates, 
Commanding 6th and 7th Military Departments, Fort Hawkins, or elsewhere. 


Certified: DANIEL E. BURCH, -4id-de-camp. 


Extract of a letter from General Andrew Jackson to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heav-quarters, Division or THE Soutn, Nasuvitte, November 28, 1818. 


Lenclose you a copy of a letter from Colonel King, detailing a conflict between Captain Boyles, of the Rangers, 
and a detachment of hostile warriors. ‘The conduct of the captain, in this affair, was meritorious, and I trust, ere 
this, he has recovered from his wound, and disappointed the hopes of the warriors of the Choctawhatchy. A short 
time since, every mail from the south reported the pleasing intelligence of the general submission of the Seminoles; 
the cause of the reassumption of hostilities is stated in the colonel’s communication. The fact that the news of the 
restoration of Pensacola to Spain had revived their hopes, and again excited them to war, is an additional evidence 
of the propriety of my operations in the Floridas, and has confirmed me in my unalterable opinion, that the Seminole 
conflict could not have been terminated by any other means than those adopted. My only apprehensions are, that 
my operations were not eaney extensive to insure permanent tranquillity in the south. St. Augustine is still 
in possession of the Spaniards, and the whole peninsula is beyond the control of our garrisons. The situation of 
Florida, in relation to our country, is peculiar, and demands the early attention of our Government. Bordering 
almost on the Creek nation, and within the vicinity of the four southern tribes of Indians, her territory will always 
prove an asylum to the disaffected and restless savage, as well as to a more dangerous population, unless some 
energetic Government can be established to control or exclude these interlopers. The savages and negroes who 
have not submitted to our authority have fled east of the Suwany river, and whether settled in the Alotchaway 
plains, near St. Augustine, or more southwardly, we have yet to learn. Their force, no doubt, is too inconsiderable 
to create any serious disturbances with this country; but, if unmolested, they may acquire confidence with their 
strength, and prove a destructive enemy to our frontier settlers. ‘They should be pursued before they recover from 
the panic of our last operations. ; 9 : ' 

f submit to your consideration military operations for this spring, connected with the occupancy of the bay of 
Tampa. The plan proposed is to embark, from Fort Gadsden or Pensacola, five hundred regulars, for the bay of 
‘Tampa, together with a force, say one hundred and fifty or two hundred men, adequate to the maintaining of the 
work to be constructed at that point. Simultaneous with this movement, to push a force of five or six hundred 
men up to the St. John’s, and occupy a position at or near the old Indian town Pecolota. This force, as soon as 
strongly fortified, to be actively employed in scouring the country as far west as Suwaney, forcing to, or a 
the, submission of the hostile Indians, who will be sent into the interior of the Creek nation. The troops detache 
to the bay of Tampa having constructed and garrisoned a suitable work, having reconnoitered the neighboring 
country, and destroyed Woodbine’s negro establishment, to march to the position occupied on the St. John’s, 
deviating only where Indian villages or settlements (if there are any in the country) invite their attention. From 
the best information I can collect, the march from Tampa to the point proposed on the St. John’s would not exceed 
seven days. Each man, from my own experience, can march with eight days’ rations on his back, which, with due 
economy, will last twelve—time sufficient to perform the operation intended. ‘The expense of the expedition would 
be trifling, as it is proposed that none but regulars should be employed, and the advantage to the nation incalculable, 
as finally crushing savage hostilities in the south, and affording active service to some of our regiments who have 
grown slegaich from the inactivity of garrison duties. 
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Major General Gaines to Governor Coppinger. 


—_ Heap-quarters, AMELIA Istanp, December 28, 1818. 
I have received information that Augustus Santee, a sergeant of the United States? artillery, who had obtained 
from his commanding officer a temporary leave of absence, was a few days since fired on, arrested, and imprisoned, 
by a party of armed men at St. John’s, headed by a person assuming the rank and character of a Spanish officer. _ 
_ Itis likewise reported, that two citizens of the United States were by the same party fired on, wounded, and 
imprisoned; and that the perpetrators of this outrage, with a view to shelter their conduct under the veil of Spanish 
authority, took the sergeant and citizen by force tuwards St. Augustine, whither it was understood they were to be 
carried, under a pretext that they would there be arraigned and tried as offenders. 
_ Presuming that the information given me upon this subject is correct, | hasten to demand of you the unmediate 
liberation of the sergeant and citizens thus arrested, wounded, and imprisoned, within your Government. 
Major James M. Glassell, of the general staff of the army of the United States, is instructed to hand you this 
letter, and to take charge of, and order to this place, the persons confined; and, by this officer, [ shall expect to 


receive from you a proper explanation, with the assurance that the perpetrators of this outrage will be punished as 
its enormity demands. 


I have the honor to be, &c 


pre EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General by B , ing. 
To His Excellency Governor Coppinxcer, St. Augustine. Ee ee ee 


os 


‘ Hean-quarrers, Fernanpina, E. F. December 29, 1818. 
IR: 

I have received information from several persons, lately from St. Augustine, that a party of armed men, 
headed by a person called Captain Miller, assuming the rank and authority of a Spanish officer, about the 23d 
instant, fired upon Augustus Santee, a sergeant of the United States’ artillery, with two citizens of the State of 
Georgia. The sergeant had obtained a short leave of absence, to accompany his brother on a visit to St. John’s. 
This brother and the other citizen are reported to have been badly wounded. ‘The sergeant and one of his 
companions (the other being unable to travel) were seen on the 24th, marching under guard towards St. Augustine. 

I have addressed a note to Governor Coppinger, demanding the immediate liberation of the sergeant and other 
persons confined; a copy is enclosed herewith, marked No. 1. 

The Captain Miller above mentioned is reported to be a deserter from our service; he is, nevertheless, understood 
to be a captain of the Florida militia, and to have acted under the authority of the Spanish Governor. 

The sergeant was absent without my knowledge; the unfortunate citizens who were wounded are represented 
to be disorderly men, and are suspected of having gone to Florida with a design to arrest some fugitive offender 
who had escaped from prison in Georgia. ‘This impression, however, appears to be founded only in vague rumor. 
Be this as it may, there is, notwithstanding, much ground to believe that the Spanish authorities only want the 
means to enable them to give us open and unequivocal proofs of their settled hostility, and intimate connexion with 
our red enemies. ‘In support of this opinion, | enclose herewith, No. 2, a copy of a letter from Major Fanning, 
commanding St. Marks, received by the last mail. By this it appears, from Indian testimony, that the Spaniards 
at St. Augustine, with all their affected purity, have lately furnished hostile Indians, at the bay of ‘Tampa, with ten 
horse-loads of ammunition, recommending to them united and vigorous operations against us. I shall hold myself 
in readiness to do what can be done with the limited means under my control, and shall strike at any force that 
may present itself. 

Permit me to request, that an officer of the quartermaster general’s department may be ordered to join me, with 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars, for defraying the expenses of that department; and that a battalion of infantry 
may be ordered to this place, in addition to my present command. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 


The Honorable J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


[Mr. Lacock communicated the following additional documents to the Senate, March 3, 1819.] 


Wasuincron, March 3, 1819, 

On an examination before the Special Committee of the Senate, on the subject of the Seminole war, I was told 
by the honorable Mr. Burrell, one of the committee, that what he (Mr. Burrell) then took down of my testimony 
was amemorandum; and if used, that my deposition should be written out, and submitted to me for correction. 
The deposition was not submitted; but was sent at once to the printer, who, believing that several words were 
omitted, sent it to me for revisal. I then waited on two of the committee, Mr. Lacock and Mr. Burrell, and ob- 
tained leave to strike out « part; but they would not permit me to make any additions. ‘The parts struck out were 
not material. What I wished to add was the substance of an order, the following extract from which I beg leave to 


make a part of this deposition. 
GEORGE GIBSON. 
Exiract of an order to Colonel Gibson, dated 


Camp, twenty-six miles east of St. Marks, 24th April, 1818. 
General McIntosh and his warriors will be at Fort Scott, and will probably take much of the supplies ordered 
up, and as the ‘Tennessee volunteers will pass from Gadsden to that point, he wishes you to despatch a boat with a 
further supply, and should the corn have arrived from New Orleans last ordered, you will forward a considerable 
quantity also to enable the volunteer’s horses to reach Fort Hawkins. 


ROBERT BUTLER, Adjutant General. 
The order from which this extract is made, together with the order from. which the following is extracted, were 
submitted through Mr. Eaton to the committee. I beg leave also to make the second extract a part of this deposi- 
tion, to wit: 
Extract of another letter to Colonel Gibson, dated before 


St. Marks, -Zpril 9, 1818. 
This is caused by one of those deluded wretches who have asked for peace, and it is granted them. Seventeen 
men, eighteen women, and thirty children, have surrendered; and they ask permission to pass by water to Fort 
Gadsden. ‘This is granted them, and they will remain here until the runner returns by whom you will write to the 
commanding officer of St. Marks, Captain Vashon, under what badge you will know them. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


District or Cotumsia, County oF WasnHINGTON, (0 wil: 


On this 3d day of March, 1819, George Gibson personally appeared before the subscriber, a justice of the 
peace in and for the county aforesaid, and made oath, in due form of law, ‘that the matters and things, as set forth 


m the annexed statement, are true as stated. 
Sworn before JOSEPH FORREST. 
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Roserr Butter, adjutant general of the Southern division of the army of the United States, being duly sworn, 
testifies, that, in the summer or fall of 1817, Mr. John Donnelson, of the neighborhood of Nashville, went to Pensa- 
cola, and purchased lots of land there, with the approbation of the Government; that the deponent had heard that 
Mr. James Jackson, of Nashville, was concerned with him, and was the only person concerned; he also understood 
that Donnelson’s first view in going to Pensacola was for the benefit of his health; that Mr. Donnelson is nephew of 
General Jackson’s wife; that he dves not know the amount of Donnelson’s purchase; that he dves not know, nor does 
he believe, that General Jackson had, or expected to have, any interest in said purchase, nor did he ever hear it 


even suggested. 

The deponent further saith that, on the 10th January, 1818, General Jackson addressed a circular to the old 
volunteer officers, to raise volunteers for the Seminole campaign, in which the following clause is found: © The 
grade of the oflicers to be determined by themselves, or the platoon officers of the regiment. The officers raising 
companies to command.” The deponent has heard that an election was held, and the rank of the field officers 
established in that way, and not appointed by General Jackson, as stated in the deponent’s affidavit, before the 
committee of the Senate, as positive, when the deponent then stated it as matter of opinion only. Also, that the 
Governor of Tennessee was at Nashville, which appears, from reference to papers, was not the cuse. ‘The depo- 
nent further states that General Jackson received information at St. Marks on his return from Suwaney; that there 
were about five hundred hostile Indians at Pensacola who received ammunition and provisions from the Governor. 
In consequence of which the general ordered Lieutenant Sands of the artillery to Mobile to hold two field pieces 
of field artillery in readiness for his orders. On the arrival of the army at Fort Gadsden the General received 
information of several murders having been committed on the Federal Road, and was shown a letter, said to be pri- 
vate, from a gentleman at Pensacola to Mr. Doyle, as the deponent believes, stating that a large number of Indians 
were in Pensacola, and depredating on the property of the citizens; this information determined the general to 
change his route fur Tennessee by Pensacola, and orders were given to Colonel Gibson to proceed to Mobile, and 
afford Lieutenant Sands every facility in moving the artillery to Fort Montgomery to await the general’s order, 
which was given, on nearing the Escambia, by express, requiring the artillery to form a junction with the army, 
after crossing that river, which was executed. The general remarked to the deponent, on march to Pensacola, 
that, if he found the information trie on reaching that place, he would demani a surrender of it; and the deponent 
believes that the determination of the general to occupy Pensacola and Barancas was made on receiving the protest 
of the Governor, and learning that his provisions were stopped by him at the former place. That, at the time the 
army attacked Mickasuky, there were not more than five hundred Indian warriors embodied, nor does the depo- 
nent believe there were, at any time during the war, more than five or six hundred embodied at any one place; 
that, from the nature of the subject, this statement must be conjectural; that the enemy’s warriors were in genera 
well armed; that deponent was told there were about thirteen hundred souls at Suwany, of which two hundred 
and fifty, or three hundred, were fighting men; that our army had one man killed, and four wounded, in actions 
with the Indians during the campaign, and two killed at the Barancas. Deponent farther says, that General Jack- 
son received frum a private source a plan of the fortress of St. Augustine; and, as the deponent believes, it was sent 
to the general at St. Marks, or Fort Gadsden, after his return from Suwany; that General Jackson had under his 
command in Florida, from recollection, about eighteen hundred regulars, volunteers and militia, and about fifteen 
hundred Indians under Melntoshs and that the Indians were received and musiered into the service of the United 
States, under the orders of Brevet Major General Gaines, and mustered out of service under orders of Major 


Genera! Jackson, by a regular officer. 

This deponent p Rech it duc to himself to state that the deposition published with the report of the committee of 
the Senate, under his name, was not written by him, but was taken down by Mr. Burrell of that committee, and a 
promise given to the deponent that, when it was thrown into form, it would be submitted for correction and signa- 
ture, which was not done, although the committee were twice informed, by one of its members, at the request of 
this deponent, that parts thereof were not correc/, hence the deponent was not able to give the necessary correction 


which he would have done from an examination of papers, and necessary reflection. ; 
ROBERT BUTLER. 


District or Cotumpia, County or WasHINcTOon, (0 wit: 
On this 3d day of March, 1819, Rebert Butler personally appeared before the undersigned, a justice of the 
peace in and for the county aforesaid, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that the matters 


and things, as set forth in the aferegoing, are true as stated. 
Sworn before JOSEPH FORREST. 


[On the 23d of February, 1820, Mr. Rurus Kine presented to the Senate the following memorial and documents:] 


Memorial of Andrew Jackson, Major General in am of the United States, and Commander of the Southern 
ivision. 


To the Honorable the Senate of the United States: 

On the 18th of December, 1818, your honorable body resolved ** that the message of the President, and docu- 
ments relative to the Seminole war, be referred to a select committee, who shall have authority, if necessary, to 
send for persons and papers; that said committee inquire relative to the advance of the United States’ troops into 
West Florida; whether the officers in command at Pensacola and St. Marks were amenable to, and under the con- 
trol of, Spain; and particularly what circumstances existed to authorize or justify the commanding general in taking 
possession of those posts.” 

In conformity with this resolution, a select committee of five persons of your honorable body was appointed, who, 
on the 24th of February, 1819, made a report. 

The committee had ample time for a correct examination of the subject submitted to their consideration, and the 
means by which to have been fully satisfied of the innocence of your respondent; yet, in their report, has he been 
accused of crimes against the laws and constitution of his country. Upon a review of that document, your respond- 
ent is free to declare that both the narrative of facts, and the arguments deduced from them, are unsound and erro- 
neous. ‘The incorrect impressions with which the committee seem to have labored have, in the opinion of your 
memorialist, given to this subject a distorted aspect, and thrown around it a deceptive coloring. 

With striking a deadly blow at the liberty of his country, and with acts of wanton usurpation, which, for their 
enormity, would vie with the most absolute despots—with the directory of France, during their short career of mad- 
ness and folly—has your respondent been charged. ‘I hese accusations have for their object the rendering your re- 
spondent obnoxious to his ive-aitionne. Still, he will not so far forget the duty he owes himself, and the respect 

It is not the means by which truth can be 


due the Senate and the American people, as to indulge recrimination. It is ea 
arrived at, or the cause of justice and impartiality promoted. But, to vindicate himself from reproach, to ward off 


unmerited imputations, and to stand in opposition to a report of a committee of your body, which casts the severest 
censure, is a right secured to him, because it is the right of every citizen. ; 

With all the respect, therefore, that is due to an august branch of the Government, but with that frankness and 
sincerity which conscious innocence demands to assume, dues he present himself. It is a duty which he owes to 
himself, to his office, to his family, nay, to his country, for which he has encountered privations, and whose interest 
has always been dear and paramount to all other considerations. In doing this, he will not depart from that respect 
which is proper to be observed; nor will he hesitate to believe but that the Senate, on an impair tial examination of the 
facts. will come to conclusions different from what their committee have arrived at. 


_ The manner in which the inquiry was conducted by the committee is believed to have been novel; a mass of tes- 
timony, tending serivusly to affect the reputation of an individual, was collected; and, although it was proposed, yet 
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was an opportunity denied him, of appearing before them to offer any statement or explanation in his power, in rela- 
tion to those subjects upon which doubts and difficulties might arise. He was deprived, by this refusal, of the privi- 
lege of confronting his accusers, and of interrogating and cross-examining witnesses summoned for his conviction. 
Such testimony only as the committee chose to select was heard, and, when published to the world, declared a lan- 
guage different from what the witnesses intended. 

By refusing the accused an opportunity to confront and cross-examine witnesses, how easily may be indulged in 
rancorous invective, and occasions sought to vent malignant and implacable resentments. Your respondent does not 
pretend to assert that any thing of the kind occurred during the present investigation, but has barely adverted to it 
as forming a portion of the evil consequences which might arise from so informal a method of inquiry. ‘To adopt 
such a course is to prostrate the rules of judicial proceedings, to violate every maxim of justice, and to trample down 
all the sacred guaranties of the constitution. He has been tanght to believe that, agreeably to the provision of our 
magna charta, every individual was secure in his life, liberty, property, and reputation; and that he could. not be 
tried before any constituted authority of the nation without being heard in his defence, permitted to introduce excul- 
patory evidence, to cross-examine and confront his accusers. ‘This is one of the choicest fruits of our republican 
institutions, and is an essential preservative of liberty; it should be guarded with vestal vigilance, and for no pur- 
pose whatever subjected to violation by any branch or department of the Government. In its maintenance there is 
safety, but danger in departure. > 

The committee, whilst adverting to the origin of the Seminole war, have omitted to enumerate the Spanish and 
Indian aggressions on our rights, as a justification of the measures which were adopted in its prosecution. They 
have rather employed palliatives for the outrages of the enemy, and given an aggravated aspect to the measures 
which were adopted for the peace and security of our frontiers. Add to this the manner in which the testimony 
was collected, the misconception of facts and incorrect arguments contained in the report, the time at which it was 

ublished, and the style in which it was composed; and your respondent cannot forego the belief that it evinces an 
ostility to the Executive, and to the military officers under his command. 

It isa subject of no small surprise that this spirit of opposition should have diffused itself, after the luminous 
arrangement of facts, with the conclusive reasoning and inferences arising from the laws of nations and the United 
States, by Mr. Secretary Adams, as well as the ample and satisfactory discussion in the House of Representatives, 
the great inquest of the nation. Moreover, Congress had made provision for a vigorous prosecution of the Seminole 
war in the spring of 1818, in conformity to the suggestion of the President in his message in the month of March, 
when he detailed to them every information in relation to that subject. The citizens of Georgia and Alabama had 
made repeated calls on the General Government for protection; and, with a full knowledge of all the circumstances 
touching the causes and progress of that war, Congress authorised the calling out an additional brigade of militia, 
and made liberal appropriations for the payment of the Georgia troops then in service. ‘The President, tuo, who is 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States, and who should be the proper judge to determine 
whether his orders be faithfully executed, had made the acts of his officers his own, not wd by the express authority 
which he had conferred, but by subsequent adoption also. 

With a jarge majority of the people of the United States the defensive measures adopted by the Government, as 
also the reasons by which they had been governed, were entirely satisfactory, in consequence of its being distinctly 
perceived that no other course could have been pursued which would have secured the indispensable purposes for 
which the Seminole war had been prosecuted. ‘That those measures should be denounced as a violation of the laws 
and constitution, by those very persons who originally gave them their suffrages, is certainly calculated to excite 





the astonishment of every impartial observer. ; 
Under such circumstances it was to have been anticipated that all controversy, relative to the agency of your 


respondent in giving rise to the war, would have been completely put to rest. it was confidently expected that he 
would have escaped the crimination of your committee; reproaches which, if sanctioned by your honorable body, 
are little inferior to cashierings besides, no instance is to be found on record where a similar course was adopted 
in relation to any of the Indian wars in which the United States have been engaged. 

After all the above circumstances had transpired, and it was supposed that the subject of the Seminole war had 
been finally disposed of in the House of Representatives, your committee took it up with avidity, prosecuted it 
with an assiduity that was unexampled, and animadverted upon the conduct of the Executive, and his official 
agents, in a manner which is believed to be altegether strange and novel. By reiterations of mal-conduct they 
seem to have evinced a dispusition to stamp upon the whole transaction, and these connected with it, infamy and 


disgrace. 

Should the time ever arrive when a majority of any of the superior tribunals of the nation, influenced by part 
feelings, shall proceed to criminate a public officer, or effect his removal, in order to create a vacancy, or to gratify 
the ambition of a favorite partisan, then may private resentment, and the most angry passions, acquire an unbounded 
i Every sentiment of justice and humanity will be completely stifled, 
as well as all regard for the constitution and laws. ‘The patriot will have ample cause to tremble for the honor of 
his country, and the perpetuity of her republican institutions. The veaerable fabric of our liberties, which has 
been consecrated by the blovd uf our heroes, and the wisdom of our sages, will be imminently endangered, if not 


and dangerous control over their proceedings. 


entirely buried in ruins, 
That the charges preferred should have been published to the world, at a time to preclude all investigation, is a 
circumstance but little calculated to impart consolation, or to quiet the alarms of reputation assailed. No other 
sentiment can be indulged than that it was intended, by counteracting the decision of the House of Representatives 
previously made, to produce an unfavorable impression on the public mind, before any thing could be offered as an 
antidote to the impressions it was intended to disseminate. Twelve months have almost elapsed since the publi- 
cation of the report; all investigation has been necessarily postponed, and hence has additional, unmerited injury 
been sustained. ‘The effect has been to excite prejudice, and thereby prevent that impartial examination which is 
so essential to correct determination. Calumny has been aided, suspicion left free to act, and the means of excit- 

Resting on the eternal principles of truth and justice, and claiming for himself 


ing public odium amply afforded. ) di ju: id clain 
the high prerogative secured by the constitution, this respondent asks to appear in his own vindication, and to sub- 


mit the grounds of his defence, and the * mofives”’ by which he has been actuated. 

The first consideration which presents itself, is the authority under which your committee acted. Three pro- 
positions only are contained in the resolution of your honorable body, upon the secend of which no report has been 
made, nor has your committee stated “ what circumstances existed to authorize or justify the commanding general 
in taking possession of the Spanish posts.” Instead of confining themselves within the pale of their powers, they 
have travelled over the whole ground occupied by the House of Representatives, in search of new subjects of 
inquiry not before touched on, or embraced within their powers. 

So far as the committee have embraced within their investigation the original causes of the war; the withdrawal 
of the regular troops from the frontiers of Georgia; the employment of volunteers and friendly Indians; the execu- 
tion of Arbuthnot and Ambrister; the order to take possession of St. Augustine, and the reasons and motives of 
your respondent in the conduct and management of the war, it is believed tu be an act of superogation, ani a depar- 
ture from sound practice. ‘This objection is not made by your respondent upon the ground that he considers his 
conduct vulnerable, or from a wish to elude inquiry; but is barely mentioned as presumption of the strong disposi- 


tion of your committee to affix censure upon his motives and actions, ‘ 
nation of the discretionary orders which were directed to your respondent from the 


Upon a careful exami r ‘ sted, 
Department of War, there can be no question but that they authorized and justified every measure which was 
adopted during the Seminole war, and should, at once, have «cquitted him of all censure and responsibility. He 
was ordered to engage in offensive operations; to bring the war with the Seminoles to a speedy and successful ter- 


mination, with exemplary punishment for hostilities so unprovoked; and to establish.a peace on such conditions as 
would make it honorable and permanent. He was, in effect, charged with the management of the war, and vested 
with the powers necessary to give it effect. No orders could have been more ample, as to the selection of means, 


as well as to their application. 
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The massacre of Mrs. Garret and children, and the butchery of Lieutenant Scott and comrades, your respon- 
dent is informed, were the events which induced the Government to order him to take command of the operating 
army, and to prosecute the war with vigor and effect. ‘They had determined to abandon the cautious and defensive 
policy hitherto adopted, and to pursue a new system of operations against the enemy. ‘The orders directed to your 
respondent and General Gaines, subsequent to those tragical events, were entirely different from former ones; 
inasmuch as they were peremptory as to carrying on operations in Florida against the Seminole Indians. 

The first order to your respondent had no reference to those issued to General Gaines, save that of the same 
date with his own, which was directed to him at Amelia Island, requiring his co-operation in the attack upon the 
Seminoles. In no part of it was a reference to any previous order to your respondent, or to any other person, 
pointing out the most advisable means to be adopted, or limiting him in their choice or application. And even had 
the orders of General Gaines been obligatory, as the case which they contemplated never occurred, they must 
entirely have lost their force and effect. An order to perform a particular service, or to effect a specific object, 
without any limitation as to the means to be employed, leaves, it is conceived, an entire discretion with the officer 
as to their character and application—it then becomes a general power. It is also believed to be true that the 
limits of such an order cannot be transcended without an entire desertion of the object contemplated. ‘The orders 
of your respondent completely superseded those directed to General Gaines; and if so, he must stand acquitted of 
the high charge of having been guilty of their violation. Yet, if any doubt could exist upon this subject, the subse- 
quent approval of the measures and motives of your respondent, by the Executive of the United States, completely 
settles all controversy. ; 

In the first page of the report an effort is made to induce a belief that the treaty of Fort Jackson was negotiated 
by your respondent, and that the hostilities of the Seminoles proceeded from its unjust and tyrannical demands. 

pon this branch of the subject your respondent begs leave to remark that the General Government had some time 
previously settled the terms of capitulation, and your respondent, not as a commissioner or negotiator, but as the 
conqueror of the country, received their submission upon those terms—terms which demanded the surrender of their 
prophets, as well as the instigators of the war. : ; 
Those Indians, after being routed at Hoithlewallee, in April, 1814, fled to Pensacola, where they were pro- 
tected, clothed, fed, and supplied with munitions of war, by the Spanish authorities. ‘They never were parties to 
the treaty at Fort Jackson; and, however they might have been dissatisfied with its conditions, as demanded by the 
Government, their dissatisfaction and hostility were excited by Spanish agents and British emissaries resident 
among them; one of whom was the infamous Woodbine, who was then engaged in enlisting them in his service by 
the distribution of presents, and in disciplining them for war. These facts might have been ascertained by a refer- 
ence to the correspondence between your respondent and the Governor of Pensacola, which were on file in the War 
Department. 

Upon the subject of occupying the Spanish posts, your respondent thinks proper to observe, that he deemed it 
essentially necessary to the execution of his orders. It would have been impossible to have obtained a speedy and 
effectual termination of the war, so long as the commandants of those fortresses furnished the enemy with supplies 
and munitions of war, and aided, abetted, and encouraged them in their savage hostilities against our frontier 
settlements. 

‘They had both become the rendezvous for embodying hostile negroes and Indians, and for giving them comfort 
and protection. According to the acknowledgments of her own commanding officers, the authority of Spain over 
Florida had ceased, and was to be considered as derelict to all intents and purposes. Your respondent did not 
believe himself under any obligation to respect an authority that did not exist; a sovereignty that was not asserted 
or exercised; reason nor law could require him to respect rights that were suffered to be usurped for the purpose of 
promoting a most cruel and sanguinary war against the citizens of the United States. ‘These posts had been alter- 
nately substituted for the fort, on the Appalachicola, and thither the negroes and Indians had retreated for shelter 
and protection, after their defeats at Mickasuky. ‘They constituted the laboratories of the war; and there were 
their materials collected and organized for active service. ‘They were in reality Indian forts and storehouses, 
attempted to be protected by the Spanish flag; and had they been in the exclusive possession of our savage enemies, 
they could not have derived greater advantages, been more benefited, nor we more seriously injured. 

Against such an enemy, what measures were to be adopted under orders that required a speedy and effectual 
termination of the war; and which were to give permanent peace and security to our southern frontier? They 
were not to be met and fought in the open plain, where a decisive blow might be given, and the contest ended; but 
were to be sought for in the fortresses of Spain, and in the swamps of a wilderness, where they might contend at 
leisure, and recede from the contest, the moment it became hazardous. Partial remedies to prevent such evils had 
already been adopted by the American Government. During the war of 1812, Spain had suffered Great Britain to 
violate her neutrality in Florida, to the injury and annoyance of the United States. In 1814, Pensacola was 
entered by United States’ troops, and a lesson, it was hoped, enforced, that however this Government was disposed 
to cultivate peace, she could not preserve it by permitting Spain, regardless of existing treaties, to outrage her 
dearest rights. She was called upon to maintain her neutrality according to the injunctions of the law of nations, 
and the provisions of the treaty of 1795. She pleaded inability to comply, and the American Government forgave 
the injury. Peace was at length restored to the United States; yet still Spain, regardless of her obligations, per- 
mitted British agents to reside within the bosom of Florida, and to excite the Indians and negroes to pillage and 
to bloodshed. Remonstrance was again employed, but in vain. Inability was still the pretext, and the same 
tragical scenes, witnessed in 1814, were now repeated. The savages who had causelessly made war, and who were 
shedding the blood of our border settlers, being thus openly received and comforted by the Spanish authorities, 
were such acts of hostility, were so flagrant a violation of the good understanding existing between the United 
States and Spain, as, in the opinion of your respondent, wholly to merge the neutral character. And your respon- 
dent considers, that he would have been guilty of a dereliction of duty, had he drawn up his troops by way of 
cordon, and remained on the Georgia frontier, receiving the reports of Indian robberies and massacres, only that he 
might transmit them to the Secretary of War; for he could have done no more. 

Both of those fortresses were clearly identified as ** associates” in the war, and were both equally under the 
control of the negroes and Indians. Ambrister had appeared before St. Marks with four or five hundred under his 
command; and an equal number had been seen about Pensacola, the most of whom were equipped for war by 
Governor Masot. In both instances, the strength of the enemy was amply sufficient for a forcible occupation of 
the posts. Moreover, the Governor of Pensacola had refused the passage of provisions up the Escambia, destined 
for our starving troops at Fort Crawtord. An United States’ schooner, called the Amelia, had been detained at 
that place until the town was taken, when were obtained from her provisions for the troops. Another provision 
vessel, ordered into the Perdido, had been captured by boats sent from the Barancas, and placed under the guns 
of the fort, but fortunately made her escape under cover of the darkness of the night. 

In this state of things, had your respondent been compelled to suspend operations, and to wait for additional 
orders from the War Department, the object of anticipating the enemy would have been entirely defeated. He 
would have been compelled to retrograde to the interior, for the want of supplies, leaving many points of the 
frontier exposed to the ruthless barbarities of exasperated savages. ‘The militia foree would have become inactive 
and discontented; their time would have expired before any thing effectual could have been dove; and the cam- 

ign thus rendered completely abortive. If St. Marks was necessary to the defence of the frontier of Georgia, 

ensacola was much more so for the peace and security of Alabama. In consequence, too, of its being located on 
the seaboard, it afforded much greater facilities to our enemies, for it commanded the navigation of the Escambia, 
up which had, necessarily, to pass, all the supplies for our forts erected on its tributary streams. The occupa- 
tion of this post was not determined upon, until the reception of Governor Bibb’s letter, at the Escambia, detailing 
many outrages, and communicating the intelligence that Holmes and_his warriors were then in Pensacola; as also, 
the receipt of Gavernor Masot’s protest, complaining of a violation of his neutrality, and ordering your respondent 
to retire from West Florida, ac.ompanied with a threat to cuerce him, if he did not comply. Lieutenant Sands 
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had been despatched from St. Marks, with orders to hold his artillery in readiness to meet future contingencies, 

should they occur; but he never was directed to convey it toa given point, until after your respondent reached 

the Choctawhatchy. 

Nor were those proceedings considered acts of war, as represented by the committee. By adverting to the cor- 
respondence with the commandant of St. Marks, the Governor of Pensacola, and the Secretary of War, it may be 
distinctly seen, that your respondent entered the territory of Spain as a friend, to chastise an enemy of both 
nations, and to enforce those obligations and duties which the Spanish authorities had pleaded inability to perform; 
that all his operations were bottomed on the broad principle of self-defence, authorised by the law of nature and of 
nations. ‘They were not directed against the Government of Spain, but against the fortresses which had become 
the strong holds, the rendezvous, of negroes and Indians, and whose neutrality was prostrated to the basest pur- 
poses. They were seized because they were Indian posts to all intents and purposes. Spain has disavowed the 
conduct of her official agents; and the American Government has declared that a war was not intended with that 
nation. 

Although the Spanish authorities were guilty of many open and undisguised acts of hostility, yet the sovereignty 
of Spain over Florida was altogether ideal. Her commandants had repeatedly acknowledged that they were unable 
to restrain the savages, and that the Indian chiefs and British emissaries were proceeding contrary to their wishes, 
and in violation of their laws: hence were these fortresses occupied, as the only measure which could give a speedy 
and permanent peace to our bleeding frontiers. The Spanish Government did not consider it an act of war, nor 
did Mr. Pizarro or Don Onis complain of it awa measure of that description. ‘The two Governments have ac- 
knowledged themselves at peace, and have since kept up a regular and friendly intercourse with each other in the 
shape of negotiation. 

Neither were the garrisons made prisoners of war, or treated like conquered enemies, as is stated by your com- 
mittee. ‘The contrary will be made clearly apparent, by an examination of the conditions upon which the Spanish 
posts were occupied; to which your respondent begs leave to refer. Your committee acknowledge that the Spanish 
authorities in Florida were guilty of acts of war against the United States; but that her neutral character was not 
wholly merged in that of the enemy, in consequence of her employing moral and not physical force. If giving the 
negroes and Indians encouragement in their outrages, by the purchase of their plunder; furnishing them with aid 
and protection, supplies and munitions of war, did not wholly merge the neutrality of the Spanish authorities, and 
make them associates in the war, your respondent confesses that he is at a loss for a definition of terms. Agreeably 
to this idea, it would be improper to consider the population of a nation, with whom we were at war, as enemies, 
save those who were in the field; for it is only the latter who resort to “ physical force.” ‘This distinction is 
—_ —. and is in contradiction to many of the most clear and long established principles of good sense and 
national law. 

It is stated by your committee, that al! authority at Pensacola was put down by the sword, and that a new 
Government was established, “ the powers of which, both civil and military, were vested in military officers.” 
Every one would be induced to understand, from this, that the terms of capitulation were arbitrarily and tyranni- 
cally imposed upon Governor Masot, when, in fact, they were proposed by himself, and the civil and military 
Government was dissolved at his own instance. ‘The temporary Governor, Colonel King, was an officer of the 
United States’ army; but civil officers were appointed to the different departments from amongst the citizens; and 
Mr. McKinsey, a citizen of Mobile, was placed at the head of the magistracy. All that was contemplated was to 
organize some kind of civil authority for the protection of the lives, liberty, and property, of the citizens, 
during the temporary occupancy of the fortress. The same Government to which the people had been accustomed 
was retained. [t became absolutely necessary to establish the revenue laws of the United States, in order to check 

-the smuggling which had been carried on successtully in this quarter for many years, as well as to admit the 
American merchant to an equal participation in trade, which would have been denied under the partial operations 
of the Spanish commercial code. 

The executions of the Indian chiefs and British outlaws are justifiable on the ground of precedent and the laws 
of nations. One of the former was a prophet, who had employed his superstitious influence, and the promises of 
his transatlantic friends, to stimulate his deluded brethren to deeds of rapine and massacre. The other commanded 
in person the party who perpetrated the cold blooded butchery of Lieutenant Scott and his unfortunate companions. 
Both had been engaged in most of the robberies and murders committed, and were active instigators of the savage 
war which raged on our defenceless frontier. 

Acting as chiefs of the negroes and Indians, Arbuthnot and Ambrister, by numerous acts of atrocity, had become 
identified with those monsters—associafes in the war. ‘They were the principal authors of the hostilities of the 
ferocious savages, who observed none of the rules of civilrzed warfare, who never gave quarter, and only took 
prisoners for the purpose of torturing! ‘They were, without authority, principals in an unlawful war. Their mode 
of carrying it on was characterized by plunder, massacre, destruction,-and revenge; and was in open violation of 
the laws of war and of nations. Great Britain would not interfere to prevent those miscreants from instigating the 
fugitive negroes and the Indians from burning, and pillaging, and scalping, the inhabitants of Georgia and Alabama; 
but she disowned them, and left them to their fate. ‘The Spanish authorities would not, or could not, interfere, 
and the Indians regarded them as friends and associates. Both acted as chiefs of the motley banditti, giving them 
counsel and exciting them to war; and one of them actually led those black and red combatants to battle. They 
both officiated as Indian agents, in writing to Spanish Governors and British ministers, stating their grievances, and 
soliciting assistance; and sometimes as quartermasters, procuring supplies, and furnishing munitions of war. 

Under these circumstances, it is believed that they merited death, whether they were placed upon an equality 
with the outlawed Red Sticks, or fugitive negroes, who were in a state of open rebellion. fadeod, their criminality 
was of a deeper dye than that of the Indian chiefs. ‘They were the paymasters for human scalps; and, to discharge 
that high trust, had exiled themselves from their native land, plunged into the recesses of the wilderness, and 
groped their way to the Indian camp, for the express purpose of working upon the feelings of the ignorant and 
untutored savages, to instigate them to lay waste the abodes of industry and innocence, and stain our svil with the 
blood of slaughtered women and children! Enjoying the lights of education, yet devoted to this infamous employ- 
ment, the active agents in a war which was marked in its progress by plunder and massacre! Should mercy have 
been extended to wretches who excited such a war, and who, within a short period, would have renewed the same 
tragical scenes? As associates of savages, who respected none of the laws of civilized warfare, they could not 
claim the benefit or protection of those laws, for they were not parties. ‘They were as much outlaws to all its 
provisions, as a pirate on the ocean. Such wretches are more criminal than any painted Red Stick; and to pardon 
them would be treachery to mankind. If, in the ordinary course of justice, it has been deemed wise and politic to 
take the life of an offender for the murder of a single individual, both religion and humanity must recommend the 
infliction of the same penalty upon him who has been conspicuously instrumental in the murder of every age, sex, 
and condition. Although retaliation might have been employed upon the innocent, for such horrid crimes, yet, in 
these cases, it fell upon the guilty. Let it be borne in mind, that the Indian chiefs and British outlaws were the 
monsters demanded to be surrendered by the treaty of Fort Jackson, the terms of which had been antecedently 
settled by the Government, ratified by your honorable body, and carried into effect by the Congress of the United 
States; and let it also be recollected, that these were ‘he prophets and instigators of the war, upon whom was 
ordered to be inflicted “ exemplary punishment for hostilities so unprovoked.” i 

The two British incendiaries were not executed upon the general charge alone of ‘exciting the Indians to 
war,” as stated by your committee, but upon that and other general charges subjoined thereto, which they omitted 
to notice, but which may be seen by a reference to the proceedings of the court of inquiry on that occasion. 

The case of Arbuthnot and Ambrister was not within the reach of any rules or articles of war. The rights and 
privileges here secured belonged only to our own countrymen; and, as the offences charged were committed by 
foreigners beyond our own territorial limits and jurisdiction, our municipal code contained nothing by which to test 
the offence. ‘To it the principles of national law was alone applicable, which attached no penalty to their crimes 


96 m 











758 «MILITARY AFFAIRS. (1818. 





other than death. In organizing the court of inquiry, it was only intended (as in councils of war) that the opinion 
should operate directory, and as advice, not to become binding. In the second sentence pronounced by the special 
court upon Ambrister, there was a departure from the rules of that law upon which alone it was believed jurisdiction 
was had of the offence.. Nor was it less a violation of the rules and articles of war; for those rules had denounced 
corporal punishment. The sentence, therefore, was void, because known to no law. Your respondent, therefore, 
conceived himself authorized to carry into execution the first sentence, because it awarded the only punishment 
that was legal to be inflicted; and because his lawless, guilty conduct entitled him to die. Besides, Ambrister was 
the most criminal. He had commanded, in person, a corps of negroes, with the view of anticipating your respondent 
in the occupation of St. Marks, and was actually taken in arms against the forces of the United States. 

The general commanding, as in all such cases, possessed the right, by the law of nations, to retaliate and to 
punish; nor could the organizing of the court deprive him of the power. The court of inquiry derived its existence, 
and its whole authority, from the order for its organization; and no more could they exercise a power not delegated 
to them, than could a committee of your honorable body inquire into matters not contained in the resolution which 
created them. ‘The order calls it a special court, and directs it to perform special duties. Ut only asks for opinions; 
and gives no right to carry those opinions into execution. It details a recorder, by which a court of inquiry is ever 
distinguished irom courts martial; the latter having a judge advocate, without which no proceedings can be had. 
and no sentence pronounced. ' 

Censure is endeavored to be attached, in consequence of the withdrawal of the regular troops from the posts on 
the Georgia frontier, and concentrating them at Fort Montgomery, on the Alabama river, a considerable distance 
west of the Georgia line. In the commission of this military error your respondent had no participation; it was 
done in pursuance of an order of Mr. Crawlord, then Secretary of War; an order which he was bound to obey, 
although contrary to his own opinion. 

Upon the subject of raising and organizing the volunteers of West Tennessee, which has called forth the severest 
animadversions, your respondent did not, as he conceives. **disregard the orders of the War Department, the 
constitution, and laws.” His orders were, to call upon the Governors of the adjacent States for such additional 
military force as he might deem necessary to beat the enemy. The order was entirely discretionary, as no number 
or description of troops were mentioned. In the language of the Secretary of War’s letter to Governor Bibb, your 
respondent was ** vested with full powers to conduct the war in the manner he might judge best.” 

When his appeal was made to the citizens of West Tennessee, the frontier settlements were threatened on 
every side with danger and distress, as well as our troops at Fort Scott and on the Appalachicola. Major Muhlen- 
berg was endeavoring to ascend that river with provisions, &c. and was arrested in his progress, and surrounded, 
by eight or twelve hundred Indians. Colonel Arbuckle, commandant at Fort Scott, was also about to abandon his 
post for want of supplies. The one thousand Georgia militia, who had been called out for sixty days, after 
advancing forty miles from Hartford, to the neighborhood of Fort Early, were returning home, leaving the command 
of Colonel Arbuckle, as also the Georgia frontier, in an exposed and perilous condition. Not only from the public 
journals, but from the communications of Colonel Arbuckle, had this intelligence been received. Under these 
circumstances, Major Fanning was despatched to Georgia, with a request that the Governor should continue those 
troops in the field for an additional period, or supply the deficiency, as early as practicable, by an equal number of 
volunteers. 

As it was net known, at this time, whether the Governor of Tennessee was at Knoxville or in the Cherokee 
nation, your respondent made his appeal to his old and tried comrades in arms, desiring them to follow him to the 
iield, in defence of their invaded country. In affording the desired relief, no time was to be lost. Delay was 
replete with dangers and defeat and disaster would have been the result, had the dilatory process of draughting been 
resorted to. ‘The same day on which the appeal was made, the Governor of Tennessee was written to, and apprised 
of the attempt to obtain volunteers; and that one thousand draughted militia would be required, should the appeal not 
be promptly and successfully answered. In reply, the Governor gave his entire approbation to the measure, and 
co-operated in raising an additional company of mounted volunteers, which was commanded by Captain Dunlap, 
and which joined the army at Fort Gadsden. 

All the volunteers were raised and organized under the laws of Tennessee, the officers of whom were elected by 
themselves, and not appointed by your respondent, as asserted by your committee. Although earnestly solicited to 
appoint them, he peremptorily refused. ‘To the officers who had served him in the late Creek and British war, he 
stated, not only in his appeal, but also upon their meeting at Nashville, that they were to organize themselves in 
the manner they might think proper; that the grade of the officers was to be determined by themselves; and that 
those raising companies were to command them. ‘The only agency of your respondent, in the whole transaction, 
was the appuintment of Colonel Hayne, inspector general of the southern division, to superintend their organization, 
and lead them to Fort Scott, where he took the command. Every measure touching the raising and organizing this 
volunteer corps was regularly communicated to the Secretary of War, and received his unqualified approbation. 

The committee admit, that the laws of Congress authorize the President to call on the Governors of the different 
States for such portions of the militia as he may deem requisite; but deny that there is any law in existence vesting 
him with authority to accept the services of volunteers. Here they have endeavored to make an impression on the 
nation, that volunteers are not militia; and that the circumstance of volunteering their services, in preference to 
being draughted, essentially and radically changes their character. There is certainly no position more unsound; 
as is clearly evinced by the fact, that :nost of the calls of the General Government have been met in this way, by 
the patriotic and gallant yeomanry of our country: until now, it has never been complained of. 

When a requisition is made by the President on any State in the Union, for a quota of militia, it is sufficient ii 
they are forthcoming; and it is believed that he has no authority, under the laws or constitution of the United States, 
to inquire into the mode in which they have been raised and organized. This is a question to be determined 
ney between the Governor of a State and its own citizens. [t is one of the attributes of State sovereignty, 
guarantied by the federal constitution, and with which the Executive and Congress cannot interfere. If an officer 
of the United States’ army should be guilty of an infringement of this State prerogative, the complaint of its Governor 
or Legislature should be considered as the only basis to authorize an inquiry into his official conduct. 

it is stated by your committee, that it was not found necessary to furnish the President with a list of the names 
of the :nilitia officers; “and not until the pay-rol/s were made out, and payment demanded, were the persons known 
to the Department of War.” A majority of your committee were within reach of all the information necessary 
to the correction of thés error. Colonel Hayne’s communications to the Secretary of War were on file in that office: 
from which they might have been informed of the number and grade of the officers, as well as of every particular 
relative to the organisation of the volunteers; together with the express and decided approbation of that Department 
of the Government. Appended to the report are the pay-rolls, filed in the office of the Paymaster General. Why 
they omitted to examine the muster-roll in the Var Office, from which the pay-rol/ was transcribed, your respondent 
is at a loss to determine. Upon an examination of the pay-rolls, they when have known that, agreeably to the 
rules and articles of war, they must have been made out from the muster-rolls, which designate, by name, the 
number and grade of the officers mustered into service. The musfer-roll, together with the letters of Colonel 
Hayne, would have satisfied the committee that the volunteers had been organised agreeably to the laws of Ten- 
nessees and that it was a procedure over which the General Government could exercise no control. 

By the rules and articles of war, ** troops of all descriptions shall be mustered once in two months, for payment; 
nor shall any payment be made, but upon muster-rolls, signed by the inspector general or his assistant; or, in the 
absence of these, by some officer of the army of the United States, especially assigned to this duty by the general or 
other officer commanding the department in which the troops so mustered shall be.” 

Again, * the officers and soldiers of any troops, whether militia or others, being mustered, and in the pay of the 
United States, shall, at all times, and in all places, when joined or acting in conjunction with the regular forces of 
the United States, be governed by the rules and articles of war, and shall be subject to be tried by courts-martial, 
in like manner with the oflicers and soldiers of the regular forces, save only that such courts-martial shall be com- 
posed entirely of militia officers.” 
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From these extracts it must appear evident, that no payment can be made, but upon musfer-rolls, signed by the 
inspector general, &c.; and that, from the time they are made out and received at the War Office, the militia are 
considered in the service of the United States. Neither Congress nor the President have any authority to inquire 
how their officers have been appointed; whether they have been received as volunteers, or raised by the more tedious 
and vexatious method of draughting. Were the idea of your committee correct upon this subject, the people of the 
different States would be deprived of the invaluable privilege of selecting between these two modes of complying 
with the calls made upon them for the defence of our common country. The General Government had the services 
of those troops, which is all that can be required; and they have long since been mustered out of service, and paid 
from the public treasury. 

The committee contess that the Secretary of War approbated the manner in which the Tennessee volunteers 
were raised and organized; but say, that “ it is but justice to the Department to state, that it was not until the 
officers that had assisted in thus divuieg and organizing this corps were examined by the committee, that they 
were apprised of the illegality of the measure.” Surely, the Secretary of War must have examined the communi- 
cations of Colonel Hayne and your respondent, stating every particular touching the mode agreeably to which they 
were raised and organized, as also the suster-rolls, giving the grade and number of the officers by name; all of 
which were transmitted, and acknowledged to have been received, at an early period, at that office. He certainly 
could not have compromitted himself so far, as to give his approbation to a measure before he was made acquainted 
with its nature and tendency. 

Troops, of the same description of the Tennessee volunteers, were received and employed by the Government, 
on our northern frontier and southern borders, during the late struggle with England, and in the war with the 
Creek nation of Indians. ‘They fought the battles of Talledega, Emuckfaw, the Horseshoe, and New Orleans, and 
protected Mobile from British visitation. Volunteers, similarly raised and organized, were commanded by 
Governors Shelby, Harrison, Edwards, and General Porter, of New York, during the same period. The field 
officers of the Georgia militia were appointed in the same manner on the west bank of the Oakmulgee; and one of 
the present Senators from Tennessee actually appointed the officers of his own regiment, which he raised without 
any authority, and which he commanded on an expedition against the Seminole Indians, in 1812. ‘The most of these 
yop 2 were paid off by the United States, received the approbation of the General Government, and the applause of 
the nation. 

It is stated in the report of the committee to the Senate, that the ** whole strength of this miserable, undisciplined 
banditti of deluded Indians and fugitive slaves, when combined, did not exceed one thousand men. Opposed to whom, 
previous to General Jackson’s taking command, and under General Gaines, were a force of one thousand eight 
hundred regulars and militia, besides the one thousand five hundred friendly Indians illegally subsidized by the 
last mentioned general; what, then, in this case, becomes of the plea of necessity?” It is plainly to be inferred, 
then, that this motley horde of negroes and Indians were too inconsiderable to justify raising the volunteer force 
which was employed in reducing them to a state of submission. 

_It is well known to all those acquainted with the character of Indians, and their peculiar mode of warfare, that 
it is almost impossible to form a correct estimate of their aggregate force, until the termination of the war. In this 
case, General Gaines had computed them at two thousand eight hundred; and Arbuthnot, who officiated as a 
military chief of the savages, had represented them, in a communication to the British minister, Mr. Bagot, to be 
three thousand five hundred strong. This calculation was by no means extravagant, when it is considered that from 
eight to twelve hundred had been concentrated at a single point, when Lieutenant Scott and party were attacked, 
and that they were daily increasing in number. Whatever might have been their whole effective strength, at any 
period of the war, it could have been augmented by auxiliary bands in Florida; and it was certainly the duty of the 
commanding general to call out such additional force as should ensure success in every emergency. Furthermore, 
the greatest portion of the Georgia militia, then in the field, could be retained in service only for about three 
months. And it was expected that they would apply for discharges so soon as their time expired. Your respondent 
considered the lives of our citizens as too precious to be risked, in a contest with Indians, where there was an odds 
of two to one, unless dire necessity demanded the exposure. The consequence of an opposite policy was, that the 
decisive and rapid movement of our overwhelming numbers distracted and dispersed the enemy, compelled them 
to seek refuge in the Spanish fortresses, woods, and swamps; and they never were afforded an opportunity to display 
their whole force by concentration. The war was speedily and effectually terminated, and eek blood and treasure 
saved to the nation. 

With regard to the Indian and militia force, under the command of General Gaines, previous to the time your 
respondent assumed the command of the army, he has to remark, that, until a few days anterior to his arrival at 
Fort Scott, not a single Indian warrior had joined the standard of the United States; nor had the first requisition of 
Georgia militia ever united with the command of General Gaines; the latter had returned home, in consequence of 
which it became absolutely necessary, on the part of General Gaines, to make a second call on the Governor of that 
State, for the double purpose of defending the frontier and occupying Amelia Island. 

A few of the friendly Indians joined your respondent before he reached Fort Scott, and a considerable number 
at that place, making, in the aggregate, about four or five hundred. The balance of the force under his command 
was not, at that time, more than nine hundred effectives; and he confidently affirms, that when he took up the line 
of march from Fort Gadsden, on the 25th of March, 1818, his whole command, fit for duty, consisted only of three 
hundred and sixty privates of the regulars, about eight hundred Georgia militia, and Major Lovet’s detachment of 
friendly Creeks. McIntosh and his warriors were organized at Fort Mitchell, after the arrival of your respondent 
at Fort Hawkins, and never united with him until the Ist of April, about six miles in the rear of Mickasuky. All 
these facts were accessible to your committee, had they been disposed to examine the letters of your respondent on 
file in the Department of War. To this Department all his communications were made; po there they should 
have applied for correct information, if it had been wanted. . 

The next subject which has exposed your respondent to bitter reproach from the committee, is the order which 
was directed to General Gaines, to occupy St. Augustine. A letter from Major Twiggs had conveyed the intelli- 
gence that our savage enemies had been fed and furnished from that garrison; and it was rendered highly probable, 
that, aided, abetted, and encouraged, by the commandaut, they were recruiting and embodying at that place, witha 
view of renewing hostilities. A strong presumption was created, that this, like the other Spanish posts, had become 
a depot and rallying point for negroes and Indians, to which they had retreated for refuge and protection, after 
being driven from Negro Fort, St. Marks, and Pensacola. 

he order given to General Gaines was entirely conditional and prospective; and had the facts reported been 
established, as directed, there would have existed the same incontrovertible reason for the occupancy of St. Augus- 
tine as of the other Spanish fortresses. The orders of your respondent had undergone no modification; and the 
measure would have been indispensably necessary to their execution, as well as to the peace and security of our 
frontiers. Besides, he had transmitted to the War Department regular information of his proceedings in Florida, 
with the reasons and motives by which he had been governed, from the 25th of March to the 7th of August, without 
a sentence of dissatisfaction ever naving been expressed by the Government. 

Your committee also report that, ** long before this period, the commanding general had, by his letter to the Secre- 
tary of War, declared the Seminole war at an end; and, after which, not a single new act of hostility had been com- 
mitted.”’ It is true, after the defeat of the negroes and Indians at Mickasuky, the destruction of Suwany, and the 
asylum of St. Marks had been wrested out of their occupation, that your respondent persuaded himself that the war 
was ended. But subsequent information proved this opinion to be erroneous. The letter of Governor Bibb, appended 
to the report to the Senate, as well as the deposition of Charles Baron, details sundry outrages committed subse- 
quent to the date of your respondent’s letter to the Secretary of War; and it is also known that siz men were mur- 
dered in the interior, which it is believed was communicated by General Gaines to the War Department. ‘The com- 
munications of General Gaines and Major Fanning, annexed to the reper, also give a very different aspect to this 
question, and to which your respondent begs leave to refer your honorable body. 
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In the animadversions upon the motives of your respondent, he cannot withhold the opinion that there has been 
exhibited an unusual share of asperity, as also a want of charity and forbearance, which was not to have been anti- 
cipated from members of so august and enlightened a body as the Senate of the United States, deliberating upon a 
subject which they have represented to be of great sattensl madniande. Leaving the motives of the committee on 
this occasion to their own private review and examination, your respondent will barely observe that they have im- 
perfectly recognised the maxim that innocence is always presumed until the contrary appears by proof. Why they 
should dee inquired into the motives of your respondent at all he is at a loss to determine, as it was a matter en- 
tirely beyond their control and jurisdiction. ‘The only subject of investigation was the legality of his official acts, 
as designated in the resolution of the Senate of the 18th of December. 

Your respondent has no objection to this course, except as a pernicious precedent, and a violation of authority. 
He has no secrets, and will never shrink from a rigid and impartial examination into his official conduct. Had the 
committee adverted to the order to take possession of St. Augustine, as well as the communications of your respond - 
ent to the Secretary of War upon the subject of his military operations, they must have been satisfied that his mo- 
tives were to promote the public good; to obey his orders, by carrying on a vigorous and efficient war against the 
savage enemies of the United States, by which the blood and treasure of the nation was to be economized; to estab- 
_ - peace that would be honorable and permanent, and to give repose and security to our exposed and defenceless 

orders. 

In this instance, as well as in some others, the report of the committee is contradicted by the evidence of its 
own documents. The depositions of Colonel Butler and Major Eaton (a member of the committee) conclusively 
prove that your respondent had no agency in speculating in Florida lands, which is in direct opposition to the infer- 
ence drawn by your committee. No member of that committee can, for a moment, seriously and candidly harbor 
the opinion that your respondent would lead a gallant army into the field, jeopardize the lives of valuable citizens, 
risk the ruin of health and reputation, and ** violate the constitution” of his country, for the purpose of speculating 
with security in Spanish lands. ‘The * motives of his own, unconnected with his military functions,” were, a desire 
to end speedily a savage war, and to save the blood and treasure of the country; and not, as charged, to adventure 
his health and reputation, and the lives of brave men, in quest of titles to Florida lands. The imputation is unwar- 
ranted and unjust, and has its refutation in the very testimony which the committee have published. The dignity of 
his office, which, at every exposure, he has sought to maintain, never has been prostituted to the purposes of specula- 
tion in any way, and it never shall. Strange, then, that honorable men should make so foul an accusation without 
proof, nay, without even circumstances to support it. 

Your respondent would beg leave, in this place, to remark upon the depositions annexed to the report. He ven- 
tures the opinion that such documents never before have been published to the world as evidence upon which tu pre- 
dicate a report. Eaton’s and Mitchell’s are the only depositions presented in !egal form, ‘To those two gentlemen 
regular interrogatories were proposed, to which they deliberately responded and affixed their signatures, as required 
by law; Doctor Bronaugh’s deposition is signed, but not given under oath; Colonel Butler’s, Colonel Gibson’s, and 
Captain Call’s are neither sworn to nor signed. The depositions of the last four gentlemen were published without 
their knowledge, although they had received a promise from the members of the committee who took down the tes- 
timony that it should be copied, and again submitted to them for correction and signature. ; 

Until depositions are fully examined, amended, and signed by the witnesses, they cannot be considered good and 

complete evidence. ‘This is a rule which, it is believed, is uniformly adhered to in all judicial tribunals; it neve: 
should be departed from on any occasion, as it is essentially necessary to an impartial administration of justice. 
Every opportunity should be given the witnesses to make a fair and full disclosure of the facts; to consider the force 
and effect of their expressions, as well as the import of every sentence. By an opposite procedure, irreparable 
injustice may be done, and the rights of a public agent sacrificed by those who should afford him security and pro- 
tection. 
There are several minor points touched upon by the committee, to which your respondent considers it unneces- 
sary to give a particular reply, as they are of inconsiderable importance, and could not be noticed without swelling 
this memorial to an unwieldy size. lie flatters himself they have been satisfactorily answered in the discussion ot 
the other subjects out of which they have incidentally arisen. They will all, however, be more amply and minutely 
explained by an examination of the documents heretofore communicated to Congress relative to the Seminole war, 
to others on file in the War Office, and to those accompanying this memorial; to all of which your respondent re- 
spectfully refers your honorable body. 

_.To conclude: your respondent has devoted his best services to the cause of his country, and to the perpetuation 
of her liberties. Her constitution and laws are objects of his sincere veneration, and every anxiety of his heart has 
been enlisted to premote the glory and happiness of his country. How far he has been instrumental, under the 
guidance of Providence, in effecting those desirable objects, he submits to the decision of his enlightened fellow- 
citizens. He does not pretend to be exempt from the errors common to human nature. Surrounded as he was by 
every privation and embarrassment, in all the hurry and bustle of war, it was next to impossible to attend particu- 
larly to every minor consideration. But, upon the great errors charged—a breach of his orders, a departure from 
the constitution, and a violation of the rights of humanity—he openly maintains his innocence, and denies that the 
charges are correctly made. He calls upon the Senate, by the high claims they prefer to magnanimity, to protect 
his reputation from the unmerited censure cast by their committee. He asks for justice, and nothing more; to ex- 


tend it is due to your respondent, to the Senate, and to the nation. : , 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major General, commanding Southern Division. 


War Department, March 24, 1814. 


Sir: 

; Since the date of my last letter it has occurred to me that the proposed treaty with the Creeks should take a 
form altogether military, and be in the nature of a capitulation; in which case, the whole authority of making and 
concluding the terms will be in you, exclusively, as commanding general. In this transaction, should it take place, 


Colonel Hawkins, as agent, may be usefully — 


am, very respectfully, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Pinckney. ‘ 
True copy. R. K. CALL, id-de-camp. 


War Department, May 24, 1814. 


In the event of your acceptance of the appointment suggested by my letter of the 22d instant, I have to sug 
gest the wish of the President that you should proceed, without delay, to Fort Jackson, and consummate the 
arrangements committed to Major General Pinckney, in relation to the hostile Creeks. A copy of the instructions 


given to General Pinckney i losed. 
sini JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Jackson. 
True copy. R. K. CALL, /id-de-camp. 


Sir: 


War Department, March 17, 1814. 


The policy dictated, as well by the unprovoked and ungrateful conduct of the hostile Creeks, as by a due 
regard to the future safety of the southwestern frontier, may be brought under the following heads, viz: 
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ist. An indemnification, (for expenses incurred by the United States, in prosecuting the war,) by such cession, 
or cessions of land, as may be deemed an equivalent for said expenses. . 

2d. A stipulation on their part that they will cease all intercourse with any Spanish post, garrison, or town; and 
that they will not admit among them any agent or trader who does not derive his authority or license from the 
United States. 

3d. An acknowledgment of a right in the United States to open roads through their territory; and, also, to 
establish therein such military posts and trading houses as may be deemed necessary and proper; an 
a 7 A surrender of the prophets, or other instigators of the war, who will be held subject to the orders of the 

resident. 

With these outlines as your guide you are authorized, in conjunction with Colonel Hawkins, to open and con- 

clude a treaty of peace with the hostile Creeks, as soon as they shall express a desire to put an end to the war. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
ee ee JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major General Pinckney. 
True copy. R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


I, James Gadsden, a captain in the army of the United States, on oath, declare, that, during the whole period in 
which the transactions below detailed took place, I was an aid-de-camp to Major General Andrew Jackson, and 
that the following narrative contains a true statement of facts to my knowledge: : 

Early in January, 1818, General Jackson received orders from the War Department to repair to Fort Scott, 
assume the command of the army, and to bring the conflict with the Seminole Indians to a speedy termination. 
The Secretary of War stated the enemy’s force to be two thousand seven hundred, or two thousand eight hundred 
strong, and gave authority to the General to call, from the neighboring States, such a force as would ensure the 
desired object. The regular brigade under General Gaines did not, according to the last reports, exceed six hun- 
dred men. He had called upon Georgia for not more than one thousand two hundred militias and it was uncertain, 
at that period, whether the friendly Creek warriors would accept of the invitation tendered. Some additional force 
was therefore deemed necessary. and the speediest mode of raising it was a subject of solicitude to General Jack- 
son. Governor McMinn, of Tennessee, was engaged about this period in carrying into effect a treaty with the 
Cherokee nation; and it was a matter of great uncertainty whether a letter would find him at his usual place of 
residence, near Knoxville, or not. He was not at the capital of the State; and his friends, in and about Nashville, 
were generally under the impression that he was still in the Cherokee nation. General Jackson determined there- 
fore to make an appeal to his old companions in arms; many ef whom held commissions in the militia of the State. 
His circular to these men, and his letter to the Governor, notifying him of what he had done, have been published. 

I was present at the meeting of the field officers of the volunteers at Nashville, and heard no remarks of Generai 
Jackson, calculated to control or influence them in the selection of their officers. The only subject of anxiety with 
him appeared to be that the men should be raised by the Ist of February. He desired that the number should be 
completed: that the men should be satisfied with their officers; that they should rendezvous at Fayetteville; be 
mustered into service, and overtake their General on the frontiers of Georgia. Colonel Hayne, inspector general, 
was instructed to command the detachment on their march to Fort Scott. He received authority to appoint no 
other officers than those attached to his personal staff; a privilege enjoyed alike by regular and militia commanders. 
The Nashville company elected their own officers; and the Kentucky company was raised without even the know- 
ledge of General Jackson. Their own feelings led them into the field upon the mere knowledge of the fact that 
the frontier was exposed to Indian aggressions. 

I accompanied General Jackson through a part of Tennessee, previous to his departure south. In every village 
we passed through, much interest was taken in the approaching campaign: and the citizens were generally inquisi- 
tive as to the nature of the appeal to their patriotism. I was directed by General Jackson to explain its character; 
and, in every instance, expressed but one opinion, as derived from him; that one thousand men were wanted to put 
a speedy close to the Seminole war; that, in consequence of the confidence which the General had in his old com- 
rades in arms, and the facility with which volunteers could be raised, he had made this appeal; that they must be 
satisfied with their commanders, and elect their own officers. On this subject I found many individuals exceed - 
ingly scrupulous. They were assured that no intention was entertained to impose commanders on them; that the 
men were wanted, and the general was well aware that, to be efficient, they must be contented with their officers. 

General Jackson left Nashville with one company of Tennesseeans. A company of Kentuckians overtook him 
in the Cherokee nation; and the Tennessee brigade had orders to join him, as soon as organized, on the frontiers of 
Georgia. From Hartford General Jackson moved with the Georgia brigade, and was reinforced, on his march to 
Fort Scott, by about six hundred friendly Creeks. 

From Fort Gadsden, where the operations of the campaign may have been said to have commenced, the move- 
ment was made with a force of regulars, Georgians, and Indians, not exceeding two thousand men. The strength 
of the enemy was not known, at this time, to be less than that stated by the Secretary of War, two thousand seven 
hundred. A detachment of Tennesseeans, and General McIntosh’s warriors, overtook the army on the morning 
of the attack on the Mickasuky villages; and all the troops called into service were not finally concentrated until 
the day after the movement from St. Marks towards the towns on Sahwannee river. The actual force of the enemy 
was never ascertained, until their final dispersion from the Sahwannee river. Rumor often magnified their strength 
beyond that stated by the Secretary of War. 

The demand of the surrender of St. Marks was made in amity. General Jackson received intimation that the 
Indians and negroes, combined, wished to throw themselves into that work, as a dernier retreat; and the Governor 
of Pensacola had stated that the work and garrison were both too weak to resist their meditated attacks. I was 
entrusted with the communication to the Spanish commandant of St. Marks, and directed to urge the propriety of 
an amicable permit for the fort to be occupied by an American garrison, until the close of the war, on the ground 
that the Seminole Indians were enemies to both nations; and that every facility should be afforded the American 
arms in closing a war so injurious to both parties. In the course of the negotiation facts disclosed themselves 
developing the real character of the Spanish commandant, and, in a measure, implicating him as a party in the war. 
These facts were reported to the General; and, not until then, was the order issued for entering the fort by 
violence. : 

On the return of the army to Fort St. Marks, from the towns on the Sahwannee river, General Jackson expressed 
to me his determination to return to Nashville, conceiving that the war was closed. On the nex¢ day information 
was given, by the captain of a small schooner from Pensacola, that hostile Indians were lurking about that town; 
that they had frequently sought refuge to the west of the Appalechicola river, and were committing depredations on 

‘the road leading from Georgia to the Alabama. On this information General Jackson observed, that it would be 
necessary to leave strong garrisons in St. Marks, Forts Gadsden, and Scott, and send a party to scour the country 
west of the Appalachicola; but he still expressed his intention to return to Nashville. So well persuaded were the 
officers, generally, that all operations were over, that many of them sought leave of absence. An officer attached 
to General Jackson’s staff, as volunteer aid-de-camp, left him at this place for New Orleans. Previous to his 
departure, he was told by General Jackson that his services would no longer be necessary, as he was determined to 
return to Nashville. S ; 3 5 

Lieutenant Sands was not sent to Mobile to forward on a train of artillery toa given point. This officer had 
commanded for many years in Mobile; and, being attached to the place, expressed a wish to visit it, with a view of 
being reinstated in the command, if possible. His request was granted, and he received an order, at the same time, 
to have a few pieces of ordnance in a condition for field service. Colonel Gibson received instructions, subse- 

quently, from Fort Gadsden, to have the artillery, ammunition, provisions, &c. transported to Fort Montgomery. 
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On the return of the army to Fort Gadsden, General Jackson received a reply from the Governor of Pensacola, 
to his letter relative to provisions ascending the Escambia river. At the same time, letters were received by 
individuals, and further information from the captain of the schooner, that Pensacola was under the control of the 
Indians; that more than four hundred warriors were in its vicinity, preparing for the renewal of hostilities on the 
Alabama frontier. Major Hogan, who had seg | arrived from Fort Montgomery, reported some murders lately 
committed by Indians direct from Pensacola, and who had returned with their plunder and scalps to that place. 
On the receipt of this information, General Jackson observed to me that he must himself command the troops 
destined to scour the country west of the Appalachicola. He did not, at that time, intimate an intention of 
occupying Pensacola, ‘To give security to the Rentiors of Alabama was his object; and that his operations must be 
governed by circumstances which might occur. 

On the third or fourth day of March, an express was sent to Colonel Gibson, at Fort Montgomery, to endeavor to 
join the army with the artillery and provisions, at or near Durand’s Bluff, the lower crossing place on the Escambia. 

At this place a letter was received, by express, from Governor Bibb, detailing the murders which had been 
committed by hostile chiefs from Pensacola; and the next day after the army had crossed the Escambia, the protest 
of the Governor of Pensacola was received. The bearer was despatched with a note, promising a reply to the 
protest that night. The same day, I was sent to Pensacola, with a reply. The Governor had left his capital. The 
next day, the communication demanding the occupancy of Pensacola and its dependencies, until Spain should 
control, by an adequate military force, the Indians within Florida, was delivered to the Governor, at the Barancas; 
and, on his refusal to accede to the terms of that communication, the army took up its line of march for that place. 
The result is known. 

The plan of St. Augustine was sent to General Jackson at my request, and is now in my possession. As an 
engineer attached to the Seminole army, it was my duty to be prepared for any events, by obtaining accurate 
knowledge of the country which might be the scene of operations. I did not request the plan of the proprietor, 
from any intimation from General Tecbown that he intended or wished to visit that fortress. 


JAMES GADSDEN. 
True Copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


State oF Louisiana, City and Parish of New Orleans: 

Be it known, that, on this 30th “7 of June, 1819, before me, John Lynd, notary public in and for said city 
and parish, duly commissioned, personally appeared James Gadsden, who, in my presence, signed his name to the 
foregoing instrument of writing, and, having been duly sworn, deposed that the contents thereof are true and 
correct. In faith whereof I grant these presents, under my signature and seal of office. 

JOHN LYND, Notary Public. 


Mr. Sebastiano Caro, a citizen of Pensacola, being sworn, states that, being in Mobile during the early part of 
the Seminole campaign, he knew nothing of the Indians being at that time in Pensacola; that, in the spring of 1814, 
about two hundred Indians were in Pensacola, and it was generally understood by the citizens, an believed by 
them, that those Indians procured ammunition and provisions from the public stores, for the purpose of carrying on 
their depredations on the American frontier; and that this proceeding was much commented on by the citizens, and 
generally condemned. Mr. Caro did not, himself, see ammunition and provisions issued to the Indians; but it was 


a thing of public notoriety. SEBASTIAN CARO 


A true copy: R. K. CALL, id-de-camp. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, at Pensacola, September 7th, 1818, 
H. YOUNG, Captain Topographical Engineers. 


Jose S. Caro, a citizen of Pensacola, being sworn, states that, early in the present year, 1818, a party of hostile 
Indians were in Pensacola, their numbers not known, but probably fifty; that, on hearing of the approach of the 
American army under General Jackson, the Governor of ewes. furnished those Indians with provisions and 
ammunition, and sent them in public boats across the bay. The deponent saw the rations issued, and the party 
embarked. ‘The deponent further states, that, subsequent to this, he saw three parties of hostile Indians furnished 
with provisions, the ostensible object of which was, to enable those Indians to march to the interior, and give 
themselves up; but it was generally believed, that those Indians had no such intention. The deponent saw those 
Indians set out, and states that they had their arms. 

JOSEPH ESTEEVEN CARO. 


A true copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, at Pensacola, September 10th, 1818, : P 
H. YOUNG, Captain Topographical Engineers. 


Charles Baron, a resident of Pensacola, being sworn, states that, about the latter end of April or beginning of 
May, 1818, a party of Indians, amounting to near one hundred, were in Pensacola, with a quantity of plunder, 
which, it was generally believed, was taken at the time Stokes’s family were murdered on the Escambia. The 
Indians sold this plunder, openly, to the inhabitants of Pensacola; and the deponent could not learn that the 
Spanish authorities at Pensacola made any inquiries respecting it. The deponent further states, that, at several 
times in the present year, 1818, he saw parties of Indians furnished with provisions and ammunition, from the 
—— stores; but he does not recollect the dates of these transactions. aes 

he deponent further states, that he has frequently heard Spanish officers at Pensacola justify the conduct of 
the Indians towards the United States, manifesting, in their conversation, a decided hostility — ~. Aa. 


A true copy: R. K. CALL, id-de-camp. 
Sworn before me, at Pensacola, September 13th, 1818, ' 
H. YOUNG, Captain Topographical Engineers. 


Pierre Senac, being solemnly sworn, declares as follows: ‘That he has resided in the town of Pensacola con- 
stantly since the month of November last past; that, since that time, and until the arrival of Major Young near 
this town, there were always considerable numbers of hostile Indians in or near the town; that, on many occasions 
within that period, he has seen from one hundred and fifty to two hundred Indians here; that their forces were 
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regularly provisioned from the King’s store here; that he has seen large quantities of sheet lead in possession of the 
Indians, and considers it as greatly resembling the lead aprons of cannon; that the Government must have furnished 
the lead in question, as there were no other means here of getting such lead; and that the said lead was run off into 
balls, which the deponent saw. 

‘That on the day that Major Young attacked a party of Indians near this town, there was then in town a con- 
siderable number more, who were set across the bay, in boats provided for that purpose, by the Spanish Governor. 

Deponent further states, that, about the Ist of March last past, three pos Sa ay parties of hostile Indians, one 

rty under the command of Leon Lesassier, another under the command of Arnaud Gilmar, (both lieutenants in 

is Catholic Majesty’s service,) and the third commanded by an Indian chief, retired out of this town, and went 
down towards the neighborhood of Barancas, where provisions and ammunition were regularly supplied to them by 
the Spanish Government; that the said Indians were armed with guns, which they had received from the Englis 
during the late war; and that they remained encamped within from one to three leagues from Barancas for the 
space of nearly a month; that these Indians, besides being armed with guns, had also tomahawks, which deponent 
understood and believes were furnished by John Inerarity; and that, when the Government caused the said parties 
to be thus assembled and equipped, they were collected at Barancas, for the purpose, as deponent conceives, to 
elude the vigilance of such individuals in Pensacola as would not concur in such measures. 

Deponent further states, that, since the said month of November last past, he has seen brought in here, by the 
Indians, a quantity of cottonade and women’s clothing, brought, or said to have been brought, from the American 
frontier; that these things were publicly sold in this town, notwithstanding it was notoriously known here, that 
those articles and property had just been taken from those whom the Indians had killed on the American frontier. 

PEDRO SENAC. 


Attest: J. B. ROBINSON, Interpreter. 


PensacoLta.—Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 19th day of September, 1818. 
M. McKINSEY, Sen. 
Justice of the Peace in and for the town of Pensacola, W. F. 


I, Isaac McKeever, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, on oath declare, that the following narration 
contains a true statement of facts, to the best of my knowledge. I commanded the naval force which conveyed the 
store-ships, transports, &c. from New Orleans to Fort Gadsden, and from thence to the bay of St. Marks, during 
the Seminole war. I arrived in the said bay on the Ist of April, 1818, with British colors flying at my mast head; 
on the next day I was visited by a Spanish Thestenent, the second in command at Fort St. Marks. The lieutenant 
was inquisitive as to the character of my vessels and the nature of my visit, and wished to know whether I had any 
authority from the Captain General of Cuba for entering the territories of His Catholic Majesty. In reply, I asked 
him if he had seen my colors on entering the bay of St. Marks, and intimated that the nature of my visit could not 
be satisfactorily explained until the arrival of Captain Woodbine, at the same time intimating that it was of an 
illicit character, Been gr ae succor, aid, &c. to Hillishajo and his warriors, in their present distress, was intended. At 
the mention of this he expressed much satisfaction, stated that Captain Woodbine and the Spanish commandant of 
St. Marks were good friends, and voluntarily gave me every information as to the movements of General Jackson’s 
force, and his strength; the situation of the lectile Indians he detailed at length, and_ stated, what rejoicing the re- 
ception of the long promised and expected succor would occasion. He stated that Hillishajo and the Spanish com- 
mandant were on intimate terms; that the former was then in the vicinity, and had lately been at the fort of St. 
Marks. when he had urged, with menaces, the commandant to send on board to ascertain to demonstration the cha- 
racter of the strangers; and, having satisfied himself, he would see Hillishajo that evening, after which we might 
expect a visit from the latter, who accordingly came on board the following morning. He likewise informed me 
that Arbuthnot, a friend to the hostile Indians, and an acquaintance of Woodbine’s, was in Fort St. Marks. On my 
expressing to him some apprehension of being blockaded by an American squadron reported to be on the coast, or of 
my retreat being cut off by Jackson, he replied, that the latter was impossible; that Jackson had but five pieces of 
artillery, and the impracticability of the swamp would prevent his assuming any position below me; but that I need 
ap — no danger from any quarter; that, as allies, by anchoring under the guns of the fort, protection would be 
afforded me. 

Abont this time we were informed by the Spanish officers and Indians, who came on board, that, on our arrival 
within the bay, the Indian camp demonstrated much joy at the approach of their expected supplies of munitions, &c. 
I. McKEEVER. 
New Oreans, June 5, 1819. 

Sworn this 5th June, 1819, 
DOM. A. HALL, Dist. Judge U. 8. Lou. Dist. 


The following statement is made by request: 


About the Ist of May, 1818, I was sent by the officer commanding at New Orleans, in charge of a public trans- 
port schooner, with provisions for the garrison at Fort Crawford, with orders to touch at Pensacola, and obtain per- 
mission of the Governor of that place to ascend the bay of Pensacola and the Escambia river, through the Spanish terri- 
tory, to my destination. Larrived at Pensacola on the 16th of May, and immediately reported the schooner, her cargo, 
and destination, to the Governor; notifying him, at the same time, of my wish to proceed without delay. On the 
18th, the Governor informed me that he was not authorized to let the provisions proceed without the payment of a 
transit duty of two per cent., and required an invoice of the cargo to be rendered at the custom-house, in order that 
an estimate might be made of the duties imposed. I remonstrated with him against the payment of duties on public 
supplies, on board a public vessel, and designed for public service; and urged a free passage as an act of friendship 
only, which neighboring nations, at peace, were bound, in common justice, to extend to each other. All without 
avail. Fort Crawford being then short of provisions, I was forced by necessity to accept the passage on the terms 
offered; and, accordingly, entered the cargo at the custom-house, and paid the duties required into the royal trea- 
sury. 

{ inquired of the Governor whether transports, charged with public supplies, and destined for Fort Crawford, 
would thereafter be suffered to pass Pensacola free of the duties imposed in the present instance; and was informed 
that a categorical answer could not then be given to the inquiry, as the Captain General of Cuba had not yet given 
a decision on that point, and whatever he might resolve would be communicated. 

When the transport came to anchor in the port of Pensacola, I discovered distinctly several groupes of Indians 
on the water’s edge; and, aware of the impotency of the Spanish authority, | was apprehensive I should not be per- 
mitted to land in safety. Before [ was ready to leave the vessel, however, the Governor’s aid came on board, and, 
before we reached the shore, the Indians had mostly disappeared. I was afterwards informed that, at the time the 
transport came toe anchor, there were upwards of a hundred in the town, who immediately retired to the neighbor- 
ing woods, by order of the Governor. I was further informed, by a respectable citizen of Pensacola, that, a few 
days preceding my arrival, a considerable number of Indians, who had taken refuge in that place, had been trans- 
ported, by the Governor’s authority, to St. Rose island, on the opposite side of the bay. 

The undersigned certifies, upon honor, to the correctness of the substance of the foregoing statement. 


T. CROSS, ain U. S. Army. 
Wasuinoton Ciry, February 1, 1820. a " 
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I was Quartermaster General of the South Division on the Seminole campaign. At Fort Gadsden I received 
orders to proceed to Mobile and Fort Montgomery, for the purpose of forwarding supplies to the army, then on its 
march west. From Mobile I sent the schooner Little Sally, Captain Pastes, loaded with provisions, to the Perdido 
river, with instructions to remain there until the approach of the army, or until further orders. ‘Two days after we 
arrived at the Barancas, Captain Pastes joined, and informed us that his vessel had been taken by a Spanish launch 
near the mouth of Perdido, and brought under the guas of the Fort Barancas, and detained several days. ‘This was 
. confirmed by several Spanish officers after we took possession of the fort. 


I certify, on my honor, to the truth of the above statement. ‘ 
GEORGE GIBSON, 


WasuincTon, February 1, 1820. Late Quartermaster General of South Division. 


Navy Department, March 27, 1818. 


Sir: 
In the present state of hostilities between the Indians and the United States, your aid and co-operation may 
be required by the general commanding the United States’ army in the South; you will therefore afford all the aid 


and support in your power, and keep up a correspondence for this purpose. __ ; 
Despatch immediately two gunboats and two of the smaller vessels to Mobile, and to the Appalachicola, to pro- 


tect the convoys of supplies, and fo remove any obstructions to a free communication between the forts and forces 
of the United States. It will be your duty also to adopt such further measures as the circumstances of the case or 


the development of events may render necessary. 
B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 


P.S. Commandant J. D. Henley is also ordered to send one of the small vessels of his squadron to the Appa- 
lachicola, which vessel will be subject to your order. 


Com. D. T. Parrerson, Com. Naval Station, New Orleans. 


A true copy: 
R. K. CALL, .fid-de-camp. 


Heap-quarters, Division o¥ tHe Soutn, 
ApsuTanT GeNERAL’s Office, Fort St. Marks, .4pril 26, 1818. 


GENERAL ORDER. 


The following detail will compose a special court, to convene at this post, at the hour of 12 o’clock, M. for the 
purpose of investigating the charges exhibited against A. Arbuthnot, Robert Christy Ambrister, and such others who 
are similarly situated, as may be brought before it. ‘The court will record all the ducuments and testimony in the 
several cases, and their opinion as to the guilt or innocence of the prisoner, and what punishment, if any, should be 


inflicted. 
DETAIL, 


Major General E. P. Gaines, President. 


Members. 


Colonel Williamson, Tennessee volunteers. 


Colonel King, 4th infantry. 
Lieutenant Colonel Gibson, Tennessee volunteers. Major Muhlenburg, 4th infantry. 
Captain Vashon, 7th infantry. 


Major Montgomery, 7th infantry. 

Colonel Dyer, Tennessee volunteers. Lieutenant Colonel Lindsay, corps of artillery. 
Lieutenant Colonel! Elliott, Tennessee volunteers. Major Fanning, corps of artillery. 

Major Minton, Georgia militia. Captain Crittenden, Kentucky volunteers. 


Lieutenant J. M. Glassell, 4th infantry, Recorder. 
An orderly will be detailed from General Gaines’s brigade, and the court will sit without regard to hours. 


By order of Major General Jackson. 
ROBERT BUTLER, Adjutant General. 


A true copy. 
R. K. CALL, 4id-de-camp. 


War Department, October 2, 1816. 


Your communication of the — ultimo, with its enclosures, have been received, and submitted to the President, 
as well as my letter of the 27th ultimo to you. 

Since the date of that letter, information has been received directly from Spain, which gives additional force to 
the impressions entertained in relation to Colonel Jesup’s communications. The improbability of the information 
given by that officer will not, in the opinion of the President, justify any arrangement which is calculated to produce 
public excitement. ; 

A judicious disposition of the force under your command, with a view to meet an event of that nature, is all 
that is considered necessary at the present moment, except the transportation of the arms and munitions of war, 
to the menaced puint of attack, which such a measure renders indispensable, 

These dispositions you will carry into execution agreeably to the instructions contained in my letter of the 27th 
ultimo, with such modifications as the actual state of the posts, and a true regard to the public interest, may 


require. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to be, your most obedient, and very humble servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Anprew Jackson, Major General Commanding the Southern Division. 
A true copy from the original. , 
RICHARD I. EASTER, .7. D. C. 


Extract of a letter from William H. Crawford, pe mei of War, to Major General Jackson, dated 27th Sep- 
tember, 1816. 


The destruction of the Negro Fort, at the junction of the Appalachicola and Flint Rivers, may have removed 
the necessity of keeping up so large a force in that quarter. It must, however, be admitted, that every means of 
exciting those Indians to hostility will be resorted to in the event of a Spanish war. But even in that event, it is 
questionable whether we should be so large a portion of our active force, pent up in a fort, acting on the defensive, 
when, in fact, there is nothing worth defending. The militia of Georgia would be competent to the chastisement 
of the hostile [Indians in that quarter. If the danger becomes more threatening, all the posts, in the interior of the 


Indian country, may be occupied by the militia of that State, and Tennessee, so as to admit of the assemblage of 
the whole regular force, at the point immediately menaced. Your knowledge of the situation of the posts within 
your command will enable you to adopt the necessary measures to secure the object presented in this communication. 
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In withdrawing forces from posts now occupied, you will keep in view the preservation of the military stores 
which may have been deposited in them, which can only be done by transporting them with the troops, or by leaving — 
a sufficient number of them for their protection, until the post can be manned by the militia, or troops brought from 


the northern division. 
- True copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


Heap-quarters, Division oF THE SoutH, Nasuvitie, January 20, 1818. 
Sir: 

I have received your letter of the 18th ultimo, and have to regret the situation in which you are apne oy | 
plared. Every effurt will be made, however, to relieve you. I shall leave this place for Fort Hawkins on the 22d, 
and two regiments of mounted volunteers will rendezvous at Fayetteville, ‘Tennessee, on the 3ist instant, and 
proceed, by forced marches, direct to our southern frontier. : ; nae 

The commanding officer of the Georgia militia has instructions, this day, not to invite a general engagement 
with theIndians, but, at all hazards, to aid you in relieving Major Muhlenburg. 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
Maj. Gen. Commanding Division of the South. 
Col. Arsucxie, Commanding al Fort Scott. 


True copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


Extract of letter from Major General Jackson to Brevet Major General Gaines, dated 


Heap-quarters, NASHVILLE, 4ugust 17, 1818. 
Dear Sir: 


I am happy to find that the notorious Mecodicoxy is at length destroyed. The distresses of the Indians for pro- 
visions { expected: your providing for their wants nieets my entire approbation. It will meet the full approbation 
of the Government, as it corresponds with their usual humanity, always extended to the suffering Indian. 

I have noted, with attention, Major Twiggs’s letter, marked No. 5. 1 contemplated that the agents of Spain, or 
the officers of Fort St. Augustine, would excite the Indians to hostility, and furnish them with the means. It will 
be necessary to obtain evidence substantiating this fact, and that the hostile Indians have been fed and furnished 
from the garrison of Fort St. Augustine; this being obtained, should you deem your force sufficient, you will pro- 
ceed to, take, and garrison with American troops, Fort St. Augustine, and hold the garrison prisoners, until you hear 
from the President of the United States, or transport them to Cuba, as in your judgment, under existing circum- 
stances, you may think best. 

Let it be remembered, that the proceedings heretofore carried on by me, or this order, is not on the ground that we 
are at war with Spain; it is on the ground of self-delence, bottomed on the broad basis of the law of nature and of 
nations, and justified by giving peace and security to our frontiers hence, the necessity of procuring evidence of 
the fact of the agents or officers of Spain having excited the Indians to continue the war against us, and that they 
have furnished them with the means of carrying on the war; this evidence being obtained, you will (if your force is 
sufficient) permit nothing to prevent you from reducing Fort St. Augustine, except a positive order from the War 
Department. 

re some time since, have been given to the officers of the ordnance commanding at Charleston, to 
have in readiness a complete battering train, the number and caliber of the guns pointed out; I have no doubt but 
that you will find them in readiness. I enclose you the report of Captain Henley, of the naval force on that station; 
you will open a correspondence with Commandant A. J. Dallas, to ensure his co-operation, provided it should be 
required. 

1 trust, before this reaches you, you will have destroyed the settlement collected at Suwanee. This can easily 
be done by a coup-de main, provided secrecy of your movement be observed, and great expedition of march used: 
without expedition of movement, and great secrecy is observed, you will be discovered, and the enemy will either 
flee, or endeavor to ambuscade you; both of which ought to be guarded against. 

Have a careful eye to your supplies on hand, that before they are consumed others may be ordered, and reach 
you: without necessary supplies,an army cannot operate with effect. The late scarcity ought to teach us a lesson on 
this head never to be forgotten; 1 shall therefore expect that no scarcity will exist at any place, post, or garrison 
intrusted to your care. 

I shall expect to hear from you shortly; and that you and your brigade may be successful in all your operations, 
and cover itself with glory, is my heartfelt wish; and, with this feeling, 

Lam, very respectlully, your most obedient servant, 


‘ANDREW JACKSON, Maj. Gen. Commanding. 
True copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


Brevet Maj. Gen. Gaines. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to the Honorable W. Lowndes, Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, dated 13th April, 1818. 


The estimate formerly transmitted for the expense of calling out the militia, during the present year, was 


made for infantry; but as upwards of twelve hundred men of the present militia force in the field are mounted 
volunteers, an additional sum of ninety thousand dollars will be necessary to meet the increased expense. 


Department or War, December 21, 1819. 
C. VANDEVENTER. 


A true copy from the records of this Department. 


Heap-quarTErs, TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS, 
s SoutTH sipE oF THE TENNESSEE Riven, February 13, 1818. 
IR: 


[have the honor to transmit you the muster-rolls of the volunteer mounted gun-men, of West Tennessee; 
also, a consolidated morning report of the brigade. I have had much trouble in procuring these returns. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. P. HAYNE, Jnspector General Commanding Brigade. 
To Brigadier Gen. D. Parker, Adjutant and Ins. Gen. City of Washington. 


bes copy, on file in my office: A. P. HAYNE, Inspector General United States’ Army. 
m 
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Sir: Department or War, March 7, 1818. 

I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 9th, and three of the 15th instant. I have the pleasure of 
expressing to you my entire approbation of all the measures you have adopted to ensure a prompt movement of the 
patriotic volunteers confided to your command. 

It is a subject of regret that there is no public arsenal in that section of the country, from which arms and equip- 
ments could be drawn. The course which you have taken to remedy the evil, I trust, will be effectual. So far as 
it may be practicable, let the arms be preserved and_ returned, after the campaign closes, to the owners. Where 
this cannot be done, let the account, properly vouched, be paid by the quartermaster’s department. 

The bills drawn on account of supplies of every kind will be paid when presented to this Department. Upwards 
of one hundred thousand dollars have been forwarded to the paymasters of the 4th and 7th regiments, for the pay- 
ment of the militia, before they are discharged. General Jackson will adopt such measures as will be proper to 
secure this object. The desire of the President, that the disbursing officers of the regular forces should be charged 
with the expenditures of the campaign, is the only obstacle to appointing the gentlemen recommended by the officers 
of the Tennessee brigade. Every attention will be given to secure the object of their wishes. 

I am well aware of the difficulties to be overcome to organize efficiently, and satisfactorily to the officers and 
men, a volunteer corps for the field. In the present instance, the pride and spirit of veterans, aided by patriotism, 
and directed by superior intelligence, have handsomely surmounted every obstacle. ‘The alacrity with which the 
brave ‘Tennesseans have again resumed their arms in defence of their country, is a sufficient earnest that their 
efforts will be successful, and that their efficiency, joined with the gallant exertions of other corps, will speedily 
terminate the conflict. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


To Colonel A. P. Hayne, Inspector General, commanding Tennessee brigade. 


True copy, taken from the original on file in my office, 
A. P. HAYNE, dnspector General U. S. Army. 


I, Richard K. Cail, captain of the United States’ army, and aid-de-camp to Major General Jackson, do swear, 
that, some time during the last session of Congress, 1 was summoned to appear before a committee of the Senate 
of the United States, to give evidence in relation to the occurrences of the Seminole campaign; that, after giving the 
statement, which appeared us one of the documents accompanying the report of the committee, (which statement 
was taken in writing by one of its members, ) I was told by Mr. Lacock, chairman of the committee, that my testi- 
mony could not then be copied in order to receive my signature, but that, by the next morning at ten Joh, it 
should be prepared; at which time I should have an opportunity of comparing it with the original, and of correcting 
any mistake which might arise in its being transcribed. I accordingly repaired, on the day appointed, to the Senate 
chamber, and was informed by Mr. Lacock, chairman, that the committee would not meet that day, and that m 
testimony was not yet copied. TL again mentioned to him, that, from the number of mutilations and erasures whic 
had been made in recording my evidence, if it was copied, I should expect the right of seeing it before it should be 
given to the public. He replied that he did not know that the committee would make any use whatever of my 
deposition; but if they should ultimately determine to introduce it as a document on which a report would be 
framed, it should be previously copied, submitted to my inspection, and receive my signature; none of which pro- 
mises were complied with. After my interview with Mr. Lacock, { remained in Washington five or six days, to 
the best of my recollection, during which time [ heard nothing from Mr. Lacock or my deposition; neither did I 
learn that my statement had been applied to any purpose until my return from Philadelphia to Baltimore, at which 
place I saw it attached to the report of the committee. 

My deposition, however, though published without my having an opportunity of correcting errors which might 
arise in transcribing it, and in direct violation of Mr. Lacock’s promise, is, according to my recollection, correct, 
with a trivial exception. It is, however, not without error; and this error will be found in the omission of the 
expression, / believe. When interrogated by the committee, in relation to the purpose for which Licutenant Sands 
had been ordered to Mobile, my answer was, / believe he was ordered there for artillery; and not positive to the 
fact. i, moreover, observed to the committee, that I did not, at that time, belong to the personal staff of General 
Jackson; my duties were remote from his person; and, therefore, I was little acquainted with the views and 


opinions of the commanding general. 
R. K. CALL. 


Sworn to, this 30th day of July, 1819, before 
W. TANNEHILL, Justice of Peace, Davidson Co. Ten. 


True copy: R. K. CALL, 4id-de-camp. 


Nasuvitie, July 29, 1819. 


1, James C. Bronaugh, of the United States’ army, and attached to the staff of Major General Andrew Jackson, 
do swear, that, during the last winter, whilst at the city of Washington, I was summoned to appeur before the com- 
mittee of the Senate, in pursuance of their resolution of the 18th December last, ** that the message of the President 
and documents relative to the Seminvle war be referred to a select committee, who shall have authority, if necessary, 
to send for persons and papers; that said committee inquire relative to the advance of the United States’ troops 
into West Florida, whether the officers in command at Pensacola and St. Marks were amenable to, and under the 
control of, Spain; and particularly what circumstances existed to authorize or justify the commanding general in 
taking possession of those posts.” That, when I appeared before said committee, I was questioned upon the sub- 
jects contained in my deposition, which is published in the documents accompanying their report of the 24th 
February, 1819; that the substance of my answers was taken down by Major John H. Eaton, a member of the com- 
mittee; and that it was expressly declared to me by John Forsyth, another member, ** that, if my testimony was 
use| by the committee, I should have timely information, for the purpose of affording me an opportunity of correct- 
ing it.””. That this promise made me by Mr. Forsyth was violated; and that I never saw the deposition afterwards, 
until it was published in the documents accompanying the report. 


JAMES C. BRONAUGH, United Statcs’ army. 
Sworn to, and subscribed before me, this 24th day of July, 1819, : 
R. C. FOSTER, J. P. 


True copy: 
a R. I. EASTER, .4id-de-camp. 


R. K. CALL, 4id-de-camp. 


Nasnvib_e, .Zpril 21, 1819. 


Sir: 
in a conversation with Mr. Forsyth on the subject of the report of the committee of the Senate, I stated that 


the committee had misstated several facts in relation to the occurrences of the Seminole war. ‘* First: ‘That the 


Governor of Tennessee was in Nashville when you received your instructions to call for a portion of the militia of the 
State; and that you neglected to make any requisition upon him for the number for which you were authorized to 
call: informing him that he was not then in Nashville, and that you had written him immediately on receiving your 
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instructions. I further told him that you were prepared to prove that you had not appointed the officers to their 
respective commands, as alleged by the committee.” To all which Mr. Forsyth replied, that it was much to be 
regretted that, in an investigation so important to the country and the character of the individual, evidence so 
closely connected with the matter in consideration had not been earlier before the committee. 
1 am, sir, respectfully, yopr obedient servant, 
RICHARD I. EASTER. 


Major General AnpREw Jackson. ,; 
™ True copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


DunwapsvitLe, Tennesser, March 30, 1819. 


IR: , ‘ 
. On the 22d day of February, 1819, Governor McMinn came to Kingston. Immediately on his arrival, I 
informed him of my intentions to raise a volunteer company, to join your army on its march to Fort Scott. The 
Governor went to John Laya’s tavern, and made a public and animated appea! to the patriotism of the people of 
Kingston and its vicinity; and assured all those who would go with me, or go from any part of the State, that they 
went with his warmest wishes, as he felt anxious to facilitate every movement of the volunteers at so important a 
crisis. Governor McMinn pledged his faith and reputation, as Governor of the State of Tennessee, to those who 
went with me, that remuneration should be made for their services. 
Iam, with respect, yours, &c. 
RICHARD G. DUNLAP. 


General Jackson. 
A true copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


Heap-quarters, SourHErn Division, NasHvitie, January 11, 1819. 


Sir: 

I have just received orders from the President of the United States to repair to Fort Scott, Georgia, with 
instructions to call on the Governors of the neighboring States for such additional militia force as may be deemed 
necessary to co-operate with the disposable regular troops of the southern division, against the Seminoles. 

I have this night addressed circulars to several of those brave officers who served with me during the Creek 
campaign, under a hope that a timely address to the patriotism of our citizens will enable me to effect, by voluntary 
enlistment, what would otherwise have to be done by draughts. ; 

I have called for one thousand mounted men; and, should the appeal prove inefficacious, will embrace the earliest 
opportunity of making a requisition on you for a like number of draughted militia. ; 

I have received your letter of the 4th instant, and am happy to hear of the ratification of the treaty with the 
Cherokee Indians. 

Respectfully yours, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 

Governor McMinn. 
A true copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


(CIRCULAR. } 


Heap-quarters, Division or THE Souru, NasHvit_e, January 11, 1819. 
Sir: 

The Seminole Indians have raised the war hatchet. They have stained our land with the blood of our 
citizens; their war spirit must be put down, and they taught to know that their safety depends upon the friendship 
and protection of the United States. To accomplish this, the aid of one regiment of mounted gun-men, of one 
thousand strong, completely armed and equipped, and to serve during the campaign, is asked from West Tennessee. 
Can you raise them, and be ready for the field, in ten days? If you can, your general, who Jed you to victory on 
the plains of Talledega, Emuckfau, and ‘Tahopk, asks you to accompany him to the heart of the Seminole towns, 
and there aid in giving peace and safety to the southern frontier. An answer is expected in five days, and it is 
anticipated that the number required is now ready. ‘This is a private appeal to the patriotism of West ‘Tennessee, 
and is not to appear in a newspaper. If the regiment is raised and marched, all expenses for expresses shall be 
paid. By the return of the express you are expected to give your opinion of the probability of the result, that 
preparations may be made accordingly. Colonel R. H. Dyer, Colonel Gibson, Colonel Williamson, Colonel 
George Elliott, Major William Mitchell, Major John Smith, of Montgomery county, Colonel Martin, of William- 
son, and Captain F. Ellis, of Dixon county, have alone been addressed on this subject. The grade of the officers 
to be determined by themselves or the platoon officers of the regiment. The officers raising companies to command 
them. Upon further reflection, it is requested that those officers named above, and all such as can raise a company, 
will meet me at this place on the 19th of the present month. Punctuality in this is much desired; and it is further 
requested, that all those officers who have served in the late war will be confidentially notified of the foregoing. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. JACKSON, Major General Commanding. 
A true copy: R. K. CALL, .4id-de-camp. 


. NasuvILLE, January 19, 1818. 
SIR: 

In my last I informed you of the late order received from the President of the United States, and of the 
appeal [ had made to the patriotism of West Tennessee. This day the officers who heretofore commanded the 
volunteers met me, and report, that two regiments of mounted gun-men will rendezvous, on the 31st instant, at 
Fayetteville, prepared and equipped for a tour of six months. Thus you see, that my best hopes of Tennessee are 
realized. Had circumstances permitted, and time allowed, and the emergency demanded an appeal to the whole 
State, I have no doubt but five thousand men could have been raised. ‘There appears no difficulty but the want of 
arms. With those two regiments, and the regulars, should the time of the Georgia troops have expired, [ will be 
able to act promptly, and, I hope, with effect. . 

The last account from Fort Scott, on the 19th ultimo, left the regular force in an unpleasant situation. I set 
out on the 22d, in the morning. 
I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
R. K. CALL, 4id-de-camp. 


His Excellency Governor McMinx. 


True copy: 
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Act of the Legislature of Tennessee, 1815. [See ch. exviii. sec. 112.] 


Be it enacted, That, when it may be conceived that the public good eminently requires it, the Governor is hereb 
authorized to call out such parts of the cavalry of this State as he thinks proper; and, when so called out, they shall 
be considered, ruled, and regulated, as mounted gun-men, for the time he may so order them. 

True copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


Extract of a letter from Governor McMinn, dated 
Juxe 20, 1818. 


Dear Sir: 

I am happy to hear of your return, as also those brave men who volunteered their services with you. 

I have never heard from you since you left the Lookout Mountains but hope, from what [I have jearned from 
others, that you have silenced the disturbers of our peace. [ am prodigiously pleased to hear of your leaving the 
post of St. Marks and Pensacola in possession of the Americans, out of which L trust in God they will never be 


taken. 
General Jackson. JOS. McMINN. 
True copy: R. K. CALL, Aid -de-camp. 


Extracts of two letters from the Governor of Tennessee to Major General Andrew Jackson, dated 
Murrreesporoucn, April 6, 1819. 


Your favor of the 3: instant is now before me, and with pleasure I make the following reply: 

Your letter, dated Nashville, 11th January, 1818, reached me at Knoxville, seat of Government. 

Your letters of the 11th and 19th January both reached me by due course of mail; the former advising of your 
having received instructions from the President of the United States to call on the Governors of the neighboring 
States for such militia force as you might deem necessary, to co-operate with the regular troops of the southern 
division against the Seminole Indians; but that you had made an appeal to the officers who had served with you in 
the Creek campaign, by which you expected that the necessity of calling on the State of ‘Tennessee for one thousand 
draughted men would be superseded; which expectation must have been realized, by the advice contained in your 
letter of the 19th, above referred tos in which you state that the officers have given you assurances that they would 
furnish two regiments at the earliest notice. Your mode of raising those troops met my entire approbation; and I 
gave it my support in aiding Captain Dunlap in raising a company of mounted volunteers, at Southwest Puint; 


which, I have since learned, joined your army at Fort Gadsden. 
True extract: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


Sir: Department or War, February 5, 1819. 


The enclosed is a copy of a letter from the chairman of the committee of the Senate, on the subject of the 


Seminole war. 
Governor Bibb’s letter to you of the 19th of May last is all the information now in the possession of this Depart- 


ment relative to the inquiry of the committee. ; 
_T will thank you to communicate, as early as practicable, whatever information you may possess on all the points 
of inquiry contained in the letter of the chairman, and not comprehended in the letter referred to. 


have, &c. 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


Major General Anprew Jackson, 
Commanding South Division, Washington City. 


A true copy: R. K. CALL, /id-de-camp. 


Arthur P. Hayne, inspector general of the southern division of the army of the United States, and late command- 
ant of the Tennessce volunteers, being duly sworn, testifies: That, m the month of January, 1818, Major General 
Andrew Jackson, of the United States’ army, addressed circular letters to Colonels Dyer, Williamson, Elliott, 
Mitchell, Philips, and others; and stated to them that the southwestern frontier was in danger, and that he had de- 
termined to make an appeal to the patriotism of the people of West Tennessee; that it was his wish to raise two 
regiments for that object. And deponent further testifies, that, on the arrival of the said field officers at Nashville, 
they, the said field officers, settied among themselves their own rank; and the deponent further declares, that the 
said field officers were not, in any way or manner, either directly or indirectly, mediately or immediately, con- 
trolled. governed, or influenced by the said Major General A. Jackson; and the deponent further testifies, that the 
field officers determined, at their first meeting at Nashville, that individuals who first succeeded in bringing to the 
rendezvous full companies should rank as captains, and command their own men; and that the same principle 
should govern the election of subalterns. And the deporent further testifies, that he never received any au hority 
from Major General Andrew Jackson, nor was he concerned himself, in any way or manner whatever, eitl er di- 
rectly or indirectly, mediately or immediately, in any of the appointments of the officers of the ‘Tennessee brigade, 
with the exception of those of his immediate staff, a privilege aliowed to all commanding officers, either in regular 
or militia service. ‘Che deponent further testifies, that the muster-rolls of the Tennessee brigade were forwarded 
on to the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, at Washington City, on the 13th of February, 1818, from Ditto’s 
landing, on the Tennessee river; that the said rolls reached Washington in safety, and in the ordinary course of 


mail. 
A. P. HAYNE. 


True copy: R. K. CALL, id-de-camp. 


Sworn to and subscribed before the undersigned, judge of the first judicial district of the State of Louisiana, this 
12th of June, 1819. 
JOSHUA LEWIS. 
Certified: R. I. EASTER, /id-de-camp. 


Dear GeneRAL: Exim Grove, May 21, 1819. 


Ihave just returned home from the western district, and have recently seen the report of the Senate of the 
United States relative to the Seminole war, wherein | find you charged, by a committee of that honorable body, of 
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organizing and appointing the officers to take the command of the volunteers from this State engaged in that war. 
Certainly that committee could not have received the proper information respecting this particular subject; and, 
believing that you, sir. have a wish that the facts shoul: be stated in all questions wherein you are concerned, [ have 
thought proper to make the following statement, which every field officer belonging to the two regiments, [ have no 
doubt, will recollect to be facts. 

In the month of January, 1818, you made an appeal to a number of those officers who had accompanied you in 
the Creek war, and to Mobile, Pensacola, and New Orleans, and named to them that there were one thousand men 
wanting, and that volunteer mounted men would be received; and requested that those officers would meet at Nash- 
ville, on the 19th January, 1818; at which time and place a number of officers met. After assuring you that the men 
could be raised with ease, it was proposed by myself, and some other officers then present, for you to name the offi- 
cers to command those troops. This you refused, and said, ** Agree among yourselves on your officers;” and then 
stated to the officers present that you would appoint Colonel A. P. Hayne to lead us on to Fort Scott, and, on our 
arrival-at that point, you would then take the command yourself. We then left you, and withdrew toa room, where 
it was agreed that I should take the command of the first regiment, and Colonel Thomas Williamson should take 
the command of the second regiment, and that we should officer and organize them in the same way that the volun- 
teer mounted gun-men were organized in 1814, when we marched to Mobile, Pensacola, and New Orleans; the 
other field officers were then agreed on, and our names reported to you, in writing, who would command the two 
regiments. You then nained to the officers the law regulating the peace establishment, and how the regiments were 
officered under that law. It was then named to you by myself, together with several other officers, that, by experi- 
ence, we had found that horsemen required more officers than footmen, on account of horsemen covering a much 
larger space. You then said, ** Organize yourselves in a way that you may think propers it will rest with the Gov- 
ernment.” A number of those officers you made the appeal to were commissioned by James Madison, Esq., then 
President of the United States, in 1812; and a part of them, under all privations, stuck to the service with you, 
without a murmur, during the war with Great Britain and the hostile Creek Indians. 

I am, sir. with the greatest respect, your most obedient humble servant, 
R. H. DYER, 
Late Colonel \st reg’t Tenn. Vol. Mounted Gunmen. 


The facts stated in the above letter are known by the undersigned, who was present at the time alluded to, to 


be correct. 
THOMAS WILLIAMSON, 
Late Colonel 2d reg’t Tenn. Vol. Mounted Gunmen. 
Sir: Morrreesporoucn, Seplember 23, 1819. 


In answer to your note of this date, just received, T have to reply that I was of the volunteer corps raised in 
East Tennessee, in the latter part of the year 1812, by Colonel John Williams, and marched into East Florida in the 
same year, or in January in the year 1813, as well as [ recollect. [ was an officer in said corps, and held a commis- 
sion signed by Colonel John Williams. 


This volunteer-corps was raised under the influence of Colonel John Williams, organized by him, and the officers 
commissioned by him. We marched into East Florida,and had an engagement with the Indians and negroes. This 
campaign was approved by the General Government, and the officers and men paid for their services. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL BUNCH. 


A true copy: R. K. CALL, 4id-de-camp. 


Major General Jackson. 


Masor GeneERAL ANDREw JAcKson: 


In answer to the interrogatories this day proposed by you to me, I declare I held no office or appointment 
whatever under Colonel John Williams, or any other person, in the Florida or Seminole campaign, commonly so 
called, set on foot and commanded by Colonel John Williams, in 1812. 

I was one of the privates composing that service. and my services were wholly voluntary. I do not knovw that 
any commissions were made out in furm for the officers; but I know that the officers were selected or named b 
Colonel John Williams, and I know that those selected by him served in the capacity for which they were a st 
I know it, because I was consulted on that occasion; the selection having been made, as I believe, with a view, in 
part, to the feelings and the interest of the individuals composing the command. We had an engagement with In- 
dians, and perhaps negroes; but I do not know that there were any negroes in the engagement. I received my pay 
from the General Government, and I believe all others did. 1 know of no authority given by the General Govern- 


ment to raise such company, nor have I ever understood that there was any; and I believe the same to have been 
wholly voluntary. 


Given under my hand, this 22d of September, 1819. 
P. M. MILLER. 
A true copy: R. K. CALL, Aid-de-camp. 


15th Coneress. } No. 165. {2d Sesston. 





THE MILITIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, NOVEMBER 26, 1818. 


- War Department, November 23, 1818. 
IR: 

Conformably to a resolution of the Senate of the United States, of March 17, 1818, I have the honor to state, 
that in May last,a copy of the resolution was sent to the Adjutant General of the militia of each State and ‘Territory, 
with a circular letter requiring reports to be made conformably thereto, on the Ist of October; and when the address 
of the Adjutant General was not known, the letters were sent to the Governors of States and Territories. Dupli- 
cates were immediately sent to such as had not reported, and I_ now have the honor to transmit a return, showing 
the organization and strength of the militia of States and Territories, as far as returns have been made, together 
with such militia laws as have been received by this Department. 
have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


J.C. CALHOUN. 
The Presipent or THE Senate of the United States. 
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WESTERN ARMORY, 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMEER 7, 1818. 
Department or War, December 3, Y818. 


In reply to so much of your letter of the 20th ultimo as requires my opinion “ as to:the expediency or neces- 
sity of the establishment of a national armory on the Western waters,” I have the honor to-enclose, for tlie consider- 
ation of the Military Committee, a report of the Ordnance Department, containing a statement of such facts as 
appear to be connected with the object of ‘your inquiry. “a re 

_ Whether it would be expedient to establish an additional national armory will depend, in the first place, on the 
fact, whether those already established are sufficient to fabricate as many arms.as the nécessity of the country re- 
quires; and, if they are not sufficient, whether it would be more advisable to fabricate them by a national armory or 
vy contract. ‘ 

In presenting this view of the subject, it is assumed that the supply of arms ought to be manufactured within 
the country, and ought not to be imported. . 

By a reference to the report of the Ordnance Department, it will bk ged that the national armories can fabricate, 
annually, about twenty-five thousand. This number, it is conceived, is not sufficient, whether we regard the pre- 
sent supply, or the increased number which the growing population of the country requires. 

Our principal reliance for defence is on the militia—a species of force which requires a much more ample supply 
than regular troops, as experience proves them to be much more wasteful of arms. At the commencement of the 
late war our supply amounted to two hundred thousand stands; and, though it continued less than three years, our 
stock, at its termination, was nearly exhausted. 

It is believed that, as arms can be fabricated at least as cheap, and of a better quality, by a national armory, than 
by contract, it is the preferable mode. oy at : 

If these observations are correct, it would appear expedient to establish an additional national armory, and that 
the “ place of its location” ought to be on the Western waters. It is probable that arms can be fabricated in that 
portion of our country at least as cheap as at Harper’s Ferry, or Springfield; and a very considerable nse would 
be annually saved in transportation. As to the particular “ place of location,” I am not in possession of such infor- 
mation as will enable me to give an opinion on the subject. 


I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your most obedient servant, 
J.C. CALHOUN. 


Sip: 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, Chairman of the Military Committee 
of the House of Representatives, U. S. 


Orpnance Orrice, December 2,.1818. 
Sir: 
In answer to the inquiries of the Military Committee, made in their communication of the 20th ultimo, [ have 
now the honor to state that the national armories at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry: are noe of fabricating, an- 
nually, about twenty-five thousand stands of arms, at an expense of three hundred and fifty to three hundred and 
seventy-five thousand dollars. By contracting for some of the heavier parts of the-work, it is judged the product at 
those establishments might be increased to thirty thousand stands a year, in whieh case the expense might amount 
to four hundred and twenty or four hundred and thirty thousand dollars. ‘The arms manufactured by contract 
amount now to eight or ten thousand stands a year, and the price is, in general, fourteen dollars for the musket, exclu- 
sive of extra charges incurred in proving, inspecting, packing, and transporting the arms to the arsenals. It is caleu- 
i the demand for the Western country will embrace at least one-third of the whole supply required for the 

nited States. 

There are now deposited at Pittsburgh from twelve to fifteen thousand stands, viz: two thousand rifles, sent from 
Harper’s Ferry in 1817, and eight thousand muskets sent from the same place in the present year. The residue 
consists principally of arms which have been in service and have undergone repairs.. 

ao —— attending the transportation of arms from Harper’s Ferry to Pittsburgh. may be stated at about one 
dollar a stand. 

About twenty thousand stands of arms remain at New Orleans; about four thousand at Newport, Kentucky; and 
about three thousand at Detroit. These are principally such as have been in the hands of troops, and have undergone 
or are = ia repairs. The cost of fabricating muskets may be stated at about two-thirds in labor, and one-third 
in materials. 

As the necessaries of life will be cheaper in the Western country than on the seaboard, it may be presumed the 
wages of workmen will eventually be lowest where they can be easiest subsisted. 

‘Iron may be delivered on the Ohio, of a quality suitable for the manufacture of arms, at nearly the same price it 
will cost at Harper’s Ferry. The other materials, with the exception of coals, will cost higher. The number of 
men employed at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry varies from two hundred and twenty to two hundred and forty, or 
thereabouts, at each place. It is judged not proper to employ at one establishment more than about two hundred 
and fifty hands, because a degree of discipline and subordination is necessary to be maintained, and the difficulty of 
preserving regularity, and ensuring united exertion, increases with the increase of numbers. 

The first cost of an armory in the Western country, on the scale of Springfield and Harper’s Ferry, may be 
calculated at about two hundred thousand dollars for lands, command of water, buildings, and machinery. About 
three years will probably be required to bring a new establishment into successful operation, and the expense may 
be during that time sixty or seventy thousand dollars a year. Supposing it should be decided to establish an 
in the Western country on the scale of ae Or or Harper’s Ferry, it would be advisable to employ, for a few 
years, at first, no more than about one hundred and fifty hands, or enough to ensure eight thousand stands of arms 
yearly; otherwise, some inconvenience might be sustained by the desertion of workmen from armories now in - 
tion. ‘The permanent annual expense on that scale may be from one hundred and twenty to one hundred and thirty 
thousand dollars. The number of arms in the possession of the Government, at the commencement of the late war, 
is not distinctly known at this office. It is presumed to have been upwards of two hundred thousand stands. At 
the close of the campaign of 1814 the arsenals were nearly exhausted. The great extent of seacoast, and of inland 
frontier, to be protected, will render large distribution of arms to the militia indispensable in time of war; and it 
ought to be concluded, as well from past experience as the nature of the case, that our resources will sooner fail in 
that particular than in any other of our military supplies. The reason is, that so much time is required to put in 
operation an establishment for manufacturing arms on a large scale, that it will not be in the power of Government, 
on a sudden emergency, to increase very materially the supply. : . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


DECIUS WADSWORTH, Colonel of Ordnance. 
The Hon. Joun C. Catnovun. 


98 m 
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ARREST OF CAPTAIN OBED WRIGHT, OF THE GEORGIA MILITIA, FOR BURNING THE 
CHEHAW VILLAGE, IN THE CREEK NATION. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 14, 1818. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: Deoemeer 12, 1818. 


In compliance with the resolution of the House of the 10th instant, I transmit a report of the Secretary of 
War, with copies of the correspondence between the Governor of Georgia and Major General Jackson, on the sub- 


ject of the arrest of Captain Obed Wright. 
JAMES MONROE. 


War Department, December 12, 1818. 


In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 10th instant, the Secretary of War has 
the honor to transmit to the President of the United States copies of the correspondence between the Governor of 
the State of Georgia and Major General Jackson, relative to the arrest of Captain Obed Wright, transmitted by them 


to this Department. 
J.C. CALHOUN, 


Executive Department, Georcia, MILLEDGEVILLE, June 1, 1818. 


Sir: 

You will no doubt have been informed by General Jackson, ere this reaches you, of an unfortunate attack 
recently made by a detachment of Georgia militia, under the command of Captain Obed Wright, on a village in the 
Creek nation of Indians, situated on the west side of Flint river, generally known by the name of Chehaw. 

In order to bring the circumstances of this transaction fully before you, I must beg leave to refer you to a copy of 
a letter written by myself to General Jackson, (herewith enclosed,) by which you will perceive, that soon after the 
army entered the nation, and passed Fort Early, the Indians in that neighborhood, especially from two towns situated 
on the east side of Flint river, generally denominated Hopaunees, and Philemmees, from chiefs of that name, had 
recommenced their depredations on our frontier. After having waited a considerable time in expectation of receiv- 
ing an answer from the general, but in vain; and being repeatedly and earnestly requested by the distressed inhabit- 
ants of that frontier to afford them protection against the inroads of the savages; and being fully satisfied by letters 
from respectable citizens from that quarter, that the murders and depredations committed were by Indians from 
the above-named towns, I took upon myself the responsibility of ordering a detachment into service for the specia! 
purpose of destroying them, having been convinced. by experience, that small detachments, stationed on the frontiers, 
were not sufficient to ansure protection to the inhabitants, as the Indians, acquainted with their situation, watched fa- 
vorable opportunities for coming in on some unguarded point, committing murders, and returning with impunity. On 
the 24th of November last, I received a requisition from the War Department, requesting me to cause to be detailed, 
from Major General Floyd’s division, five hundred men, for the special purpose of assisting in the reduction of 
Amelia island. Orders for this perpeee were immediately given to Major General Floyd, who, viewing it, as I did, 
a case of emergency, drew the whole of the requisition from the first brigade of his division, under the impression 
that their services would be required on that occasion only. Before the organization of the troops could be com- 
pleted, Amelia island fell into the hands of the regular force sent against it. General Floyd, notwithstanding, com- 
pleted the organization, and, without consulting me at all, they were ordered to the frontier at different points. Some 
were ordered to Hartford to join the two regiments, which were then organizing to go against the Indians, agreeably 
to a request of General Gaines. Among these was Captain Wright’s company from Savannah. At the time they 
marched, however, the captain, from ill health, was unable to accompany them, but shortly after followed on to Hart- 
ford, and assumed the command of a small detachment left there, although it since appears’he had never been mus- 
tered into the service of the United States. Captain Wright having tendered his services to lead the expedition, 
and, from the circumstances above mentioned, believing I had the right to command him, they were accepted. | 
accordingly ordered two companies of cavalry from two adjacent counties, and two companies of infantry, which I 
had previously ordered to different posts on the frontier. to rendezvous at Hartford, and report themselves to Captain 
Wright, and also directed Captain Wright to call on Captain Bothwell, then in the service of the United States, 
stationed at Fort Early, for assistance, should it be necessary. ‘The only reason I have to offer for calling on the 
troops in the service of the United States is, the danger to which the frontier was exposed, and the necessity for 
putting a stop to the incursions of the savages, which could only be done by the destruction of their towns, in order 
that the inhabitants Snaie retare to their homes, and prepare their farms for cultivation, the season for doing so hav- 
ing then commenced. e party, on their march learning that Hopaunee had left his own village, and had taken up 
his residence at the Chehaw town, took on themselves the responsibility of pursuing him there; and, having reached 
the town, commenced an attack on it; the result of which was, that several of the friendly Indians were killed. As 
the detachment was ordered into service by the State’s authority, and as they had violated their orders by destroying 
a friendly town, I had ordered an investigation of the conduct of the commanding officer before a military tribunal; 
but I have since determined to stay all further proceedings until the pleasure of the President of the United States 
should be known on the subject. Captain ee was arrested by order of General Jackson, but was released by the 
civil authority. I have since had him arrested, and shall keep him confined to await the President’s decision. [f 
have the honor to transmit a copy of General Jackson’s letter to me, demanding forthwith the delivery of Captain 
Wright to the officers sent by him to arrest and confine him. It is a production as inflammatory and indecorous, as 
it is unbecoming a gentleman and a soldier. Enclosed you will also receive a copy of my letter to the general in 


reply. 
PShould it meet the approbation of the President, I would prefer that the case of Captain Wright be referred to the 
Circuit Court of the United States, which will be held in Savannah, in December next. 


With t respect, I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
elimi 4 WM. RABUN. 


The Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War, Washington. 


Executive Department, Ggorcia, Mitiepcevitte, March 21, 1818. 


Sir: 
‘ You have no doubt been apprized that, since your Capertee from Hartford with the Georgia militia, the 
a 


Indians have been hovering on the frontier of Telfair county; that they have killed a Mr. Bush, and wounded his son, 


and, being pursued by the citizens of that county, have met them in hostile array, when an “eeu took place, 
which lasted near an hour, in which our little detachment, consisting of only thirty-four men, 


ost seven killed and 
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a number badly wounded. This rencounter has excited considerable alarm on that frontier, and the inhabitants 
are, in many instances, flying from their homes, for the want of protection. . 

The object of this communication is to request that you will be so good as to station some troops near the Big 
Bend of the Ockmulgee, and at or near the most assailable points below that place. If it is not convenient for you to 
furnish the necessary furce, you will please give directions for supplying such detachments as may, in that event, be 
ordered into the service, under the authority of the State, with rations, &c. I hope you will write me on this subject 
without delay, as great alarm has been produced by the hostile attitude which the enemy has assumed. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. RABUN. 


Major General Anprew Jackson, U. S. army, Creek nation. 


Executive DeparTMENT, GrorGia, MILLEDGEVILLE, June 1, 1818. 


Sir: 

I have lately had the honor to receive yours of the 7th ultimo, founded on a communication from General 
Glasscock, relative to an attack recently made on the Chehaw village. Had you, sir, or General Glasscock, been in 
possession of the facts which produced the affair, it is to be presumed, at least, that you would not have indulged in 
a strain so indecorous and unbecoming. I had, on the 21st of March last, stated the situation of our bleeding frontier 
to you, and requested you, in respectful terms, to detach a part of your overwhelming force for our protection, or 
that you would furnish supplies, and I would order out more troops; to which you have never yet deigned to 
reply. You state, in a very haughty tone, that “I, as Governor of a State, within your military division, have no 
right to give a military order whilst you are in the field.”” Wretched and contemptible, indeed, must be our situa- 
tion, if that be the fact. When the liberties of the people of Georgia shall have been prostrated at the feet of military 
despotism, then, and not till then, will this imperious doctrine be tamely submitted to. You may rest assured, that, 
if the savages continue their Seen on our unprotected frontier, I shall think and act for myself in that respect. 

You demand that Captain Wright be delivered in irons to your agent, Major Davis. If you, sir, are unacquainted 
with the fact, I beg leave to inform you, that Captain Wright was not under your command, for he had been ap- 
pointed an officer in the Chatham county militia, which had been draughted for the’special purpose of assisting General 
Gaines in reducing Amelia island. That object having been accomplished before our militia had taken the field, 
General Gaines, as soon as their organization was completed, assumed the right to order them to the frontier, with- 
out ever consulting the State authority on the subject. Captain Wright, at that time being ina state of debility, 
failed to march, and, of course, was not mustered into the service of the United States. He, however, followed on to 
Hartford, where, finding himself not likely to be received into the service of the United States, tendered his services 
to command the contemplated expedition, which were accordingly accepted. Having violated his orders by destroy- 
ing the Chehaw village, instead of Hopaunees and Philemmees towns, against which the expedition was directed, I 
had, previous to receiving your demand, ordered him to be arrested; but before he was apprehended wg to 
my orders, he was taken by your agent, and afterwards liberated by the civil authority. I have since had him 
arrested and confined, »nd shall communicate the whole transaction to the President of the United States, together 


with a copy of your letters. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
WM. RABUN. 


Major General AnprEw Jackson, United States’ army. 
Sir: Fort Hawkins, Georsia, May 17, 1818. 


I was ordered on the 6th instant from Fort Gadsden to Georgia; on the 8th instant, I was overtaken by an 
express from Major General A. Jackson, with the enclosed communications; I proceeded without delay to Harttord ; 
Captain Wright was gone before I arrived. I now hasten to Milledgeville to deliver General Jackson’s letter to the 
Governor of Georgia. 

Captain Wright, I understand, has gone to Savannah, where I intend to pursue him; if he is taken, [ will notify 
you immediately. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. DAVIS, .4ssistant Inspector General. 
The Honorable J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Sir: Heap-quarrers, Division oF THE Soutn, May 7,1818. 


You will send, or deliver personally, as you may deem most advisable, the enclosed talk to Kanard, with in- 
structions to explain the substance to the Chehaw warriors. 

You will proceed thence to Hartford, in yo and use your endeavors to arrest, and deliver over in irons to the 
military po ee at Fort Hawkins, Captain Wright, of the Georgia, militia, who has been guilty of the outrage 
against the women and superannuated men of the Chehaw village. Should Wright have left Hartford, you will cail 
upon the Governor of Georgia to aid you in his arrest. : 

To enable you to execute the above, you are authorized to take in company with you the Tennesseans that went 
from hence lately for Fort Scott, and await, if you think it necessary, the arrival of the Georgians, now on march 
under Major Porter. pony 

You will direct the officer commanding at Fort Hawkins to keep Captain Wright in close confinement until the 


will of the President be known. 
The accompanying letters for the Secretary of War and the Governor of Georgia you will take charge of until 
you reach a pest-office. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Major General commanding. 
Major Davis. 


Sir: 
Send, with the accompanying letter, to the Secretary of War, a copy of the talk to the Chehaw nation, the 
order to you, and the letter to the Governor of Georgia: they are left open for this purpose. 
The copies of Glasscock’s letters will accompany that to the Secretary of War and the letter to the Governor 


ef Georgia. 
Yours, &c. J. GADSDEN, Aid-de-camp. 
Heap-quarrers, Diviston or THE Soutu, May 7, 1818. 
[On line of march, 7 miles from Fort Gadsden, 12 o’clock. } 
Sir: 


I halt my army to enclose you a communication which has this moment been received by express from Gene- 
ral Glasscock. The outrage which has been committed upon the superannuated warriors, women, and children, 
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whose sons were then in the field in the service of the United States, merits the severest chastisement. ‘The inter- 
ference, too, of the Governor of Georgia with the duties imposed on me, claims the earliest attention of the Presi- 


ent. 

All the effects of my campaign may, by this one act, be destroyed, and the same scenes of massacre and murder. 
with which our frontier settlers have been visited, again repeated. 

On my march from Hartford to Fort Scott, the necessities of my army were first relieved at the Chehaw village, 
and every act of friendship characterized the conduct of their old chiefs. The young warriors immediately entered, 
and were mustered into the service of the United States; and, under the command of Colonel Kanard, were esteemed 
one of the most efficient corps of friendly Indians. What must be their feelings, on returning to the vicinity of 
their homes, after the privations, fatigues, and dangers of a long march, in the service of the United States, to find 
their houses consumed, their families dispersed, and their old warriors and chiefs butcherously and inhumanly mur- 
dered, you must well know how to estimate. 

I have written to Hartford to have Captain Wright arrested and ironed, until the will of the President of the 
United States is known; and I have requested of the Governor of Georgia to aid in the execution of this order, 
should Wright have left that place. ine ; 

I shall send a talk to the Chehaws, explaining, as satisfactorily as possible, this most iniquitous proceeding. 


Copies of the above are enclosed. 
Yours respectfully, 
ANDREW JACKSON, 


The Hon. Joux C. Carnoun, Secretary of War. 


Fort Ear.y, 4pril 30, 1818. 


Sir: 

I have the pleasure to inform you that my command has safely reached this place, having suffered some littie 
for the want of meat. The gods have proved equally propitious to us, on our_ return as on our advance at Micka- 
suky. Some of my men were nearly out of corn, and, searching about some old houses that had not been consumed. 
to see if they could make any discovery, in entering one of them, to their great astonishment and surprise, they 
came across the man who was lost from Captain Watkin’s company, on the 2d of April. it appears, from his state- 
ment, that he was taken with a kind of cramp, and was unabie to move and became senseless. When he recovered, 
he became completely bewildered, and never could reach the camp; he therefore concluded it was prudent to se- 
crete himself in some swamp, and, after wandering about some time, came across a parcel of corn, on which he subsisted 
until we found him: he was very much reduced, and apparently perfectly wild. On that night Gray struck a trail, 
pursued it about a mile and a half, came to a small hut, which fortunately contained fifty or sixty bushels of corn, 
some potatoes and peas, which enabled us to reach the Flint, opposite Chehaw village: when, arriving within thirty 
miles of the place, I sent on Major Robinson, with a detachment of twenty men,to procure beef. On his arriving 
there, the Indians had fled in every direction; the Chehaw town having been consumed about four days before. 
by a party of men consisting of two hundred and thirty, under a Captain Wright, now in command of Hartford. 

It appears that, after he assumed the command of that place, he obtained the certificates of several men on the 
frontier, that the Chehaw Indians were engaged in a skirmish en the Big Bend. He immediately sent or went to 
the Governor, and received orders td destroy the towns of Philemmee and Opaunee. ‘Two companies of cavalry were 
immediately ordered out and placed under his command, and on the 22d he reached this place. He ordered Captain 
Bothwell to furnish him with twenty-five or thirty men to accompany him, having been authorized to do so by the 
Governor. ‘The order was complied with. Captain Bothwell told him that he could not accompany him, disap- 
proved the plan, and informed Captain Wright that there could be no doubt of the friendship of the Indians in that 
quarter; aa stated, that Opaunee had brought in a public horse that had been lost that day. This availed nothing: 
mock patriotism burned in their breasts; they crossed the river that night, and pushed for the town. When arrived 
there, an Indian was discovered grazing some cattle; he was made a prisoner. I am informed by Sergeant Jones, 
that the Indian immediately proposed to go with the interpreter, and bring any of the chiefs for the captain to talk 
with. It was notattended to. Anadvance was ordered, the cavalry rushed forward and commenced the massacre. 
Even after the firing and murder commenced, Major Howard, an old chief, who furnished you with corn, came 
out of his house with a white flag in front of the line. It was not respected. An order was given fora genera! 
fire, and nearly four hundred guns were discharged at him before one took effect. He fell, and was bayoneted: his 
son was also killed. These are the circumstances relative to the transaction. Seven men were killed, one woman, 
and two children. Since then three of my command, who were left at Fort Scott, obtained a furlough, and on their 
way one of them was shot, in ——— to obtain a canoe to cross the Flint. I have sent on an express to the 
officer commanding Fort Scott, apprizing him of the affair, and one to Adjutant Porter, to put him onhis guard. On 
arriving — Chehaw, [ sent a runner to get some of them in, and succeeded in doing so. They are at a loss 
to know the cause of the displeasure of the white people. Wolf has gone to the agent to have it inquired into 
We obtained from them a sufficient quantity of beef to last us to Hartford, at which place I am informed there is 


plentiful supply of provisions. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, 


THOMAS GLASSCOCK, Brig. Gen. com’g Ga. militia, U.S. 8. 
Major General AnpDrew Jackson. 


ON MY MARCH TO THE WEST OF THE AppaLacuicoLta, May 7, 1818. 


Frienps AND Broruers: 
I have this moment received, by see the intelligence of the unwarrantable attack of a party of Georgians 


on the Chehaw village, burning it, and killing six men and one woman. 


Frienps anD Brotuers: 

The above news fills my heart with regret, and my eyes with tears: when [ passed through your village, you 
treated me with friendship, and furnished my army with all the supplies you could spare: and your old chiets sent 
their young warriors with me to fight, and put down our common enemy. I promised you protection; I promised 

ou the protection and fostering friendship of the United States, so long as you continued to hold your father, the 
resident of the United States, by the hand of friendship. 


Frienps AND Broruers: 
I did not suppose there was any American so base as not to respect a flag, but I find [am mistaken. I find that 


Captain Wright of Georgia has not done it. I cannot bring your old men and women to life, but 1 have written to 
our father, the President of the United States, the whole circumstance of your case, and I have ordered Captain 
‘right to be arrested and put in irons, until your father, the President of the United States, makes known his wil! 


on this distressing subject. 
Frrenps AnD BroTHers: 


Return to your village; there you shall be protected, and Captain Wright will be tried and punished for this 
daring outrage of the treaty and murder of your people; and you shall also be paid for your houses and other pro- 
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—— 


perty that have been destroyed; but you must not attempt to take satisfaction yourselves; this is contrary to the 
treaty, and you may rely on my friendship, and that of your father, the President of the United States. 

I send you my friend, Major Davis, who is accompanied by a few of my people, and who is charged with the 
arrest and confinement of Captain Wright: treat them friendly; they are your friends; you must not permit your 
people to kill any of the whites; they will bring down on you destruction. Justice shall be done to you; you must 
remain in peace and friendship with the United States. The excuse that Captain Wright has made for this attack 
on your village is, that some of your people were concerned in some murders on the frontiers of Georgia; this will 
not excuse him. I have ordered Captain Wright, and all the officers concerned in this transaction, in confinement, 
if found at Hartford. If you send some of your people with Major Davis, you will see them put in irons. Let me 
hear from you at Fort Montgomery. I am your friend and brother. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 


’ os Major General, commanding division of the south. 
To the Cuters anp Warriors of the Chehaw village. 


On MARCH TOWARDS PENSACOLA, 7 MILES ADVANCED OF 
Sie: Fort Gapspen, May 7, 1818. 


Ihave this moment received, by express, the letter of General Glasscock, a copy of which is enclosed, 
detailing the base, cowardly, and inhuman attack on the old women and men of the Chehaw village, whilst the 
warriors of that village were with me fighting the battles of our country against the common enemy, and at a time. 
too, when undoubted testimony had been obtained, and was in my possession, and also in possession of General 
Glasscock, of their innocence of the charge of killing Leigh and the other Georgian at Cedar creek. 

That a Governor of a State should assume the right to make war against an Indian tribe, in perfect peace with, 
and under the protection of, the United States, is assuming a responsibility that I trust you will be able to excuse 
to the Government of the United States, to which you will have to answer; and through which I had so recently 
passed, promising the aged that remained at home my protection. and taking the warriors with me on the campaign, 
is as unwarrantable as strange. But it is still more strange that there could exist within the United States a 
cowardly monster, in human shape, that could violate the sanctity of a flag when borne by any person, but more 
particularly when in the hands of a superannuated Indian chief, worn down with age. Such base cowardice and 
ie conduct as this transaction affords, has not its parallel in history, and should meet with its merited 

unishment. 

' You, sir, as Governor of a State within my military division, have no right to give a military order whilst I am 
in the field; and this being an open and violent infringement of the treaty with the Creek Indians, Captain Wright 
must be prosecuted and punished for this outrageous murders and | have ordered him to be arrested and confined in 
irons until the pleasure of the President is known upon the subject. [f he has left Hartford before my order reaches, 
I call upon you, as Governor of Georgia, to aid in carrying into effect my order for his arrest and confinement, 
which I trust will be afforded, and Captain Wright brought to condign punishment for this unprecedented murder. 
It is strange that this hero had not followed the trail of the murderers of your citizens; it would have led him to the 
Mickasuky, wheré we found the bleeding scalps of your cilizens; but there might have been more danger in this 
than pee i a village containing a few superannuated women and men, and a few young women without arms or 
protectors. 

This act will, to the last ages, fix a stain upon the character of Georgia. 

have the honor, &c. 


ANDREW JACKSON, Major General commanding. 
His Excellency Witt1am Rasun, Governor of the State of Georgia. 


Siz: Fort Hawkins, May 30, 1818. 
In pursuance of my order from General Jackson, dated May 7, 1818, (which has heretofore been enclosed to 

you,) I came up with Captain Obed Wright, of the Georgia militia, in Dublin, on the 24th instant. I arrested him, 

and brought him on as far towards Fort Hawkins as Milledgeville, where the civil authority interfered and dis- 


charged him. aie ; 3 
A copy of the proceedings is herewith enclosed, together with a copy of my letter to the Governor of Georgia, 


and Wright’s arrest. ’ ’ 
I have notified Major General Jackson of the circumstances. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


: JOHN M. DAVIS, Assistant Inspector General. 
The Hon. J. C. Carnowun, Secretary of War. 


Cuameers, May 28, 1818. 
Present: their honors Robert Wynn, William Bevin, and James Fleming, Justices. 
The court met for the purpose of hearing Obed Wright, who was brought up before them upon a writ of habeas 
corpus, which is as follows: 


GEORGIA, ? 
Baldwin county. § 


The petition of Obed Wright showeth: That he is detained in confinement by Major Davis, an officer in the 
United States’ service, and he therefore prays the benefit of a habeas corpus, to inquire into the cause of his con- 


finement and detention. 5 
SEABORN JONES, A4/torney for petitioner. 


To any Justice of the Inferior Court. 


Georot1a, Baldwin County: 

It appears, from the petition of Obed Wright, that he is now kept in custody by you, and he having prayed a writ 
of habeas corpus, you are, therefore, hereby commanded, that you bring before me, at the court house of the county, 
by the hour of eleven o’clock of the forenoon of the day, the body of the said Obed Wright, by whatever title he may 
be known to you, together with the cause of his commitment and detention, that he may be dealt with according to 
law. Fail not, and have you then and there this writ. 

Given under my hand and seal, the 28th of May, 1818. 
WILLIAM BEVIN, J. /. C. 


Habeas corpus, by the constitution of the United States, and of the State of Georgia. 
To Major Davis, an officer in the United States’ service. 


MittepGeviLLe, May 28, 1818. 


I have the said Obed Wright in court, together with the cause of his commitment and detention. 


JOHN M. DAVIS, _ 
Assistant Inspector General U. S. army. 
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Major John M. Davis, assistant inspector general of the United States’ army, in obedience to a writ of 
corpus, this day served on him, having produced the body of said Obed Wright. mentioned in the Aabeas poo 
before the court, together with the cause of his commitment and detention: 

And the court, on consideration, deeming that no sufficient cause is shown for his detention: on motion, ordered 
that he be discharged forthwith. . 

ROBERT WYNN. 


WILLIAM BEVIN. 
JAMES FLEMING. 





Georera, Baldwin County: 
I, Thomas H. Kenan, clerk of the Inferior Court for said county, do hereby certify, the preceding pages contai 
a true copy of the proceedings of the trial of Obed Wright, in consequence of his te hae and ee 9 


Given under my hand and seal, this 28th day of May, 1818. 
THOMAS H. KENAN, Clerk Inf. Court. 


MuttepcevitiE, May 29, 1818, 


In pursuance of Major General Jackson’s order to me of the 7th inst., a copy of which is herewith enclosed, I 
arrested Captain Obed Wright, of the Georgia militia, in Dublin, on the 24th inst., and brought him thus far, on my 
way to Fort Hawkins, when a writ of habeas corpus was served on me, by which Captain Wright has been released 
7 penny ne ll have Captain Wright del d hat I 

o now hereby call on you to have Captain Wright delivered to me, that I may be able to keep him in confine- 
ment until the will of the President of the United States be known. . , . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Sir: 


‘ JOHN M. DAVIS, 
Assistant Inspector General U. 8. army. 


His Excellency Wm. Rasun, Governor of Georgia. 


Dustin, Georeia, May 24, 1818, 


Sir: 

I am directed by Major General,Jackson, commanding the division of the south, to arrest, you and conduct 
you to Fort Hawkins, where you are to remain until the pleasure of the President of the United States be known 
on your case. ; 

You will, therefore, consider yourself in arrést, and proceed accordingly. 


I am, respectfully, yours, &c. 
JOHN M. DAVIS, 


ay Assistant Inspector General U. S. army. 
Capt. Opev Wrienut, Georgia militia. 


[The following message was sent to the House of Representatives, January 4, 1819.] 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: DecemBer 31, 1818. 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 24th instant, requesting me to lay before 
it ** copies of the correspondence, if any, between the Department of War and the Governor of Georgia, in answer 
to the letter of the latter to the former, dated on the Ist of June of the present year, communicated to the House on 
the 12th instant; and also the correspondence, if any, between the Department of War and General Andrew Jack- 
son, in answer to the letter of the latter, of the date of 7th May, 1818, also communicated to the House on the 12th 
instant,” I transmit a report from the Secretary of War, with a copy of an extract of a letter from Major Vande- 
venter, chief clerk in the Department of War, in reply to General Jackson’s letter of the 7th of May, 1818. 

JAMES MONROE. 


DepaRTMENT oF War, December 30, 1818. 


The Secretary or War, to whom was referred the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 24th 
instant, *‘ requesting the President of the United States to cause to be laid before this House (if, in his opinion, the 
same should not be inconsistent with the public interest) copies of the correspondence, if any, between the Depart- 
ment of War and the Governor of Georgia, in answer to the letter of the latter tc the former, dated on the Ist of 
June of the present year, communicated to this House on the 12th instant; and also the correspondence, if any, 
between the Department of War and General Andrew Jackson, in answer to the letter of the latter, of the date of 
the 7th May, 1818, also communicated to this House on the 12th instant,” has the honor to transmit an extract of a 
letter written by Major Vandeventer, chief clerk in the Department of War, in reply to General Jackson’s letter of 
the 7th of May, 1818, and to state that no letter was addressed by this Department to the Governor of Georgia, in 

et 


answer to his letter of the Ist of June, 1818. 
J. C. CALHOUN. 
The Preswent of the United States. 


Extract of a letter from Major C. Vandeventer, chief clerk, to Major General Andrew Jackson, dated 
DeparTMENT oF War, June 2, 1818. 


Your letters of the 7th of April, (one without date, ) from Fort Gadsden, and of the 26th of April, are received. 

The President of the United States and the Secretary of War are out of town. The former will return about the 
15th instant; the latter not before the middle of next month. So soon as the President returns, your despatches, 
together with your order to Major Davis commanding the arrest of Captain Wright, and a copy of your letter to the 
Governor of Georgia, in relation to the horrid and atrocious destruction of the Chehaw village, will be laid before 
him. In the mean time, I am advised to communicate the “ opinion ” that the trial of Captain Wright by court- 


martial is decidedly preterable to a civil prosecution in the federal court. 
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REDUCTION OF THE ARMY CONSIDERED. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 14, 1818. 


Department or War, December 11, 1818. 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of-Representatives passed the 17th of April last, directing the Secre- 
tary of War “‘ to report, at an early period of the next session of Congress, whether any. and, if any, what reduction 
may be made in the military peace establishment of the United States with safety to the public service; and whether 
any, and, if any, what change ought to be made in the ration established by law. and in the mode of issuing the same; 
~ also report a system for the establishment of a commissariat for the army;’’ I have the honor to submit the fol- 
owing report: 

_ In order to form a correct opinion on a subject involving so many particulars as the expense of our military estab- 
lishment, it will be necessary to consider it under distinct and proper heads. ‘To ascertain, then, “ whether any, 
and, if any, what reductions may be made in the expenses of our military peace establishment,” I propose to con- 
sider its number, organization, pay and emoluments, and administration. To the one or the other of these heads ali 
of its expenses may be traced; and if they are greater than they ought to be, we must search for the cause in the im- 
proper extent of the establishment, the excessive number of officers in proportion to the men, the extravagance of 
the pay and emoluments, or the want of proper responsibility and economy in its administration. 

_ Pursuing the subject in the order in which it has been stated, the first question which offers itself for considera- 
tion is, whether our military establishment can be reduced “ with safety to the public service,” or can its expendi- 
tures be with propriety reduced, by reducing the army itself. It is obvious that, viewed in the abstract, few questions 
present so wide a field for observation, or which are so well calculated to produce a great diversity of sentiment, as 
the one now proposed. Considered as an original question, it would involve in its discussion the political institu- 
tions of the country, its geographical position and character, the number and distance of our posts, and our relations 
with the Indian tribes and the principal European Powers. It is conceived, however, that a satisfactory view of it 
may be taken without discussing topics so extensive and indefinite. 

The military establishments of 1802 and 1808 have been admitted, almost universally, to be sufficiently small. 
The latter, it is true, received an enlargement, from the uncertain state of our foreign relations at that time; but the 
former was established at a period of profound quiet, (the commencement of Mr. Jefferson’s administration,) and was 
professedly reduced, with a view to economy, to the smallest number then supposed to be consistent with the public 
safety. Assuming these as a standard, and comparing the present establishment (taking into the comparison the 
increase of the country) with them, a satisfactory opinion may be formed on a subject which otherwise might admit 
so great a diversity of opinion. 

Our military peace establishment is limited, by the act of 1815, passed at the termination of the late war, at ten 
thousand men. The corps of engineers and ordnance, by that and a subsequent act, were retained as they then ex- 
isted; and the President was directed to constitute the establishment of such portions of artillery, infantry, and rifle- 
men, as he might judge proper. The general orders of the 17th of May, 1815, fix the artillery at 3,200, the light 
artillery at 660, the infantry 5,440, and the rifle 660 privates and matrosses. Document A exhibits a statement of 
the military establishment, including the general staff, as at present organized: and B exhibits a similar view of those 
of 1802 and 1808; by a reference to which it will appear that our military establishments, at the respective periods, 
taken in the order of their dates, present an aggregate of 3,323, 9,996, and 12,656. It is obvious that the establish- 
ment of 1808, compared with the then wealth and population of the country, the number and extent of military posts, 
is larger in proportion than the present; but the unsettled state of our relations with France and England at that 
period renders the comparison not entirely just. Passing, then, that of 1808, let us compare the establishment of 
1802 with the present. To form a correct comparison, it will be necessary to compare the capacity and necessities 
of the country then with those of the present time. Since that period our population has nearly doubled, and our 
wealth more than doubled. We have added Louisiana to our possessions, and with it a great extent of frontier, 
both maritime and inland. With the extension of our frontier, and the increase of our commercial cities, our 
military posts and fortifications have been greatly multiplied. Document marked C exhibits the number and posi- 
tions of posts in the year 1802, and document D those of the present time; by a reference to which it will be seen 
that at the former period we had but twenty-seven posts, the most remote of which were, to the north, at Mackinaw, 
and to the south, at Fort Stoddert, on Mobile river; but now we have seventy-three, which occupy a line of frontier 
pro tye | extended. On the lakes, the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red River, our posts are now, or 
will be shortly, extended, for the protection of our trade and the preservation of the peace of the frontiers, to Green 
Bay, the mouths of the St. Peter’s and the Yellow Stone river, Bellepoint, and Natchitoches. Document marked 
E exhibits a statement of the extent of the line of our frontier, inland and maritime, with the distance of some of the 
more remote posts from the seat of Government, drawn up by Major Long, of the topographical engineers, from the 
most approved maps. 4 : 

If, then, the military establishment of 1802 be assumed to be as small as was then consistent with the safety of 
the country, our present establishment, when we take into the comparison the prodigious increase of wealth, popu- 
lation, extent of territory, number and distance of military posts, cannot be pronounced extravagant; but, on the 
contrary, after a fair and full comparison, that of the former period must, in proportion to the necessities and capa- 
city of the country, be admitted to be quite as large as the present; and on the assumption that the establishment of 
1802 was as small as the public safety would then admit, a reduction of the expense of our present establishment 
cannot be made, with itr to the public service, by reducing the army. In coming to this conclusion, I have not 
overlooked the maxim that a large standing army is dangerous to the liberty of the country, and that our ultimate 
reliance for defence ought to be on the militia. Its most zealous advocate must, however, acknowledge that a stand- 
ing army, to a limited extent, is necessary; and no good reason can be assigned why any should exist but which 
will equally prove that the present is not too large. ‘To consider the present army as dangerous to our liberty par- 
takes, it is conceived, more of timidity than wisdom. Not to insist on the character of the officers, who, as a body, 
are high-minded and honorable men, attached to the principles of freedom by education and reflection, what well- 
founded apprehension can there be from an establishment distributed on so extended a frontier, with many thousand 
miles intervening between the extreme points occupied? But the danger, it may be said, is not so much from its 
numbers as a spirit hostile to liberty, by which, it is supposed, all regular armies are actuated. ‘This observation is 
probably true when applied to standing armies collected into large and powerful masses; but, dispersed as ours is 
over so vast a surface, the danger, I conceive, is of an opposite character—that both officers and soldiers will lose 
their military habits and feelings, by sliding gradually into those purely civil. — ; a 

I proceed next to consider whether any reduction can be made, with propriety, by changing the organization, or 
by reducing the number of officers of the line or the staff in proportion to the men. It is obvious that, as the officers 
are much more expensive, in proportion to their numbers, than the soldiers, the pay of the army, in relation to its 
aggregate numbers, must be increased or diminished with the increase or diminution of the former. _ It is impossible 
to fix any absulute proportion between officers and men which will suit every country and every service; and the 
organization of different countries, and of different periods in the same country, has assured varied considerably. 
Our present organization, of which document marked A contains an exhibit, is probably as well or better adapted to 


the nature of our country and service than any other, as it seems to be the result of experience; for, by a reference 
to document marked B, it will be seen that it is nearl 


y similar (with the exception of the general staff, in which the 
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present is more extensive.) to the organization of the military establishments of 1802 and 1808. It is believed that 
the proportion of officers of the line to the men will require no further observations. : : 

The staff, as organized by the act of the last session, combines simplicity with efficiency, and is considered to be 
superior to that of the periods to which I have reference. In estimating the expenses of the army, and particularly 
that of the staff. the two most expensive branches of it (the engineer and ordnance departments) ought not fairly to 
be included. Their duties are connected with the permanent preparation and defence of the country, and have so 
little reference to the existing military establishment, that if the army were reduced to a single regiment, no reduc- 
tion could safely be made in either of them. ‘To form a correct estimate of the duties of the other branches of the 
staff, and, consequently, the number of officers required, we must take into consideration not only the number of 
troops, but, what is equally essential, the number of posts and extent of country which they occupy. Were our 
military establishment reduced one-half, it is obvious that, if the same posts continued to be occupied which now 
are, the same number of officers in the quartermaster’s, commissary’s, paymaster’s, medical, and adjutant and 
inspector general’s departments would be required. . “ 

To compare, then, as is sometimes done, our staff with those of European armies assembled,in large bodies, is ma- 
nifestly unfair. ‘The act of the last session, it is believed, has made all the reduction which ought to be attempted. 
it has rendered the staff efficient, without making it expensive. Such a staff is not only indispensable to the effi- 
ciency of the yt but is also necessary to a mg economy in its disbursements; and should an attempt be made 
at retrenchment, by reducing the present number, it would, in its consequences, probably prove wasteful and extra- 
vagant. 

In fact, no part of our military organization requires more attention in peace than the general staff. It is in every 
service invariably the last in attaining perfection; and, if neglected in peace, when there is leisure, it will be impos- 
sible, in the midst of the hurry and bustle of war, to bring it to perfection. Lt is in peace that it should receive a 
perfect organization, and that the officers should be trained to method and punctuality; so that, at the commence- 
ment of a war, instead of creating anew, nothing more should be necessary than to give to it the necessary enlarge- 
ment. In this country particularly the staff cannot be neglected with impunity. Difficult as its operations are in 
actual service every where, it has here to encounter great and peculiar impediments, from the extent of the country, 
the badness and frequently the want of roads, and the sudden and unexpected calls which are often made on the 
militia. If it could be shown that the staff. in its present extent, was not necessary in peace, it would, with the view 
taken, be unwise to lop off any of its branches which would be necessary in actual service. With a defective staff, 
we must carry on our military operations under great disadvantages, and be exposed, particularly at the commence- 
ment of a war, to great losses, embarrassments, and disasters. 

As intimately connected with this part of the subject, it is proper to observe, that so many and such distant small 
posts as our service requires, not only add to the expense of the army, by rendering a more numerous staff neces- 
sary, but they increase the price of almost every article of supply, and the difficulty of enforcing a proper responsibility 
and economy. ‘To an army thus situated, the expenses and losses resulting from transportation alon«. constitute a 
considerable sum. Under the best management our army must be more expensive, even were our supplies equally 
cheap, than European armies collected in large bodies, in the midst of populous and wealthy communities. ‘These 
observations are not made to justify an improper management, or to divert the attention of the House from so im- 
portant a subject as the expense of our military establishment. They, in fact, ought to have an opposite effect; for 
just in the same proportion that it is liable to be expensive ought the attention and effort of the Government be roused 
to confine its expenses within the most moderate limits which may be practicable. 

The next question which presents itself for consideration is, ean the expenses of our military establishment be 
reduced, without injury to the public service, by reducing the pay and emoluments of the officers and soldiers? 
There is no class in the community whose compensation has advanced less since the termination of the war of the 
revolution than that of the officers and soldiers of our army. While money has depreciated more rapidly than at any 
other period, and the price of all of the necessaries of life has advanced proportionably, their compensation has re- 
mained nearly stationary. ‘The effects are severely felt by the subaltern officers. It requires the most rigid economy 
for them to subsist on their pay and emoluments. Documents marked F and G exhibit the pay and subsistence 
during the revolution, and as at present established; and document marked H exhibits the allowance of clothing, 
tuel, forage, transportation, quarters, waiters, stationary, and straw, at the termination of the revolutionary war, and 
in 1802, 1815, and 1818. By a reference to those documents, it will be seen that, under most of the heads, the vari- 
ations of the different periods have been very small, and that, on a comparison of the whole, the pay of an officer is 
not near equal now, if allowance is made for the depreciation of money, to what it was during the revolution. I will 
abstain from further remarks, as it must be obvious, from these statements, that the expense of our military estab- 
lishment cannot be materially reduced, without injury to the public service, by reducing the pay and emoluments of 
the officers and soldiers. 

It only remains to consider, in relation to this part of the resolution of the House, whether the expense of our 
military establishment can be reduced by a proper attention to its administration, or by a more rigid enforcement of 
responsibility and economy. Our military establishment is doubtless susceptible of great improvement in its admin- 
istration. The field is extensive, and the attention of the Government has not heretofore been so strongly directed 
towards it as its importance deserves. Here all savings are real gain, not only in a moneyed, but a moral and 
political point of view. An inefficient administration, without economy or responsibility, not only exhausts the public 
resources, but strongly tends to contaminate the moral and political principles of the officers who are charged with 
the disbursements of the army. To introduce, however, a high state of economy and responsibility in the manage- 
ment of a subject so extensive and complicated as our military establishment, is a task of great difficulty, and 
requires not only a perfect organization of the department charged with it, but a continued energetic and judicious 
enforcement of the laws and regulations established for its government. The organization is the proper sphere of 
legislation, as the application of the laws and regulations is that of administration. The former has done all, or 
nearly all, that can be done. It is believed that the organization of the War Department, as well as the general 
staff of the army, is not susceptible of much improvement. ‘The act of the last session, regulating the staff, has not 
only made important savings in the expenses of the army. but has given both to the Department and the staff'a much 
more efficient organization than they ever before had. Every department of the army charged with disbursements 
has now a proper head, who, under the laws and regulations, is responsible for its administration. The head of the 
Department is thus freed from detail, and has leisure to inspect and control the whole of the disbursements. Much 
time and reflection will be required to bring the system into complete operation, and to derive from it all the advan- 
tages which ought to be expected. The extent of the saving which may result from it can only be ascertained by 
time and experience; but, with an attentive and vigorous administration, it doubtless will be considerable. In war, 
it will be much more difficult to enforce economy and responsibility; but, with a system well organized, and with 
officers trained to method aud punctuality, much of the waste and frauds, which would otherwise take place in war, 
will be prevented. In peace, there can be no insuperable difficulty in attaining a high degree of responsibility and 
economy. The mere moneyed responsibility, or that of purchases and disbursements, will Be easily enforced. The 
public now sustain,much greater losses in the waste and improper use of public property than in their moneyed trans- 
actions. In our military establishment, responsibility in the latter is well checked, and not badly enforced. ‘The 
accounts are rendered with considerable punctuality, and are promptly settled; and even neglect or misapplication 
of public funds by the disbursing officers is not often accompanied with ultimate losses, as they are under bonds 
tor the faithful discharge of their duties. Accountability, as it regards the public property, is much more difficult, 
and has heretofore been much less complete. Returns of property in many cases, particularly in the medical depart- 
ment, have rarely been required; and even where they have been, they have not been made with punctuality. It 
cannot be doubted but that the public have sustained very considerable damage from this want of accountability. 
Every article of public property, even the smallest, ought, if possible, to be in charge of some person who should be 
responsible for it. It will be difficult to attain this degree of perfection; but it is hoped, by making each of the sub- 
ordinate departments of the War Department liable for the property in its charge, a very considerable improvement 
and reduction of expenses will be made. 
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On the quality of the ration, and the system of supplying and issuing it, which I propose next to consider, the 
health, comfort, and efficiency of the army mainly depend. Too much care cannot ,be bestowed on these important 
subjects; for let the military system be ever so perfect in other particulars, any considerable deficiency in these 
must, in all great military operations, expose an army to the greatest disasters. All human efforts must, of neces- 
sity, be limited by the means of sustenance. Food sustains the immense machinery of war, and gives the impulse to 
all its operations; and if this essential be withdrawn, even but for a few days, the whole must cease to act... No 
absolute standard can be fixed, as it regards either the quantity or quality of the ration. ‘These must vary, accord- 
ing to the habits and products of different countries. ‘Che great objects are, first, and mainly, to sustain the health 
and spirit of the troops; and the next, to do it with the least possible expense. The system which effects these in 
the greatest degree is the most perfect. The ration, as established by the act of the 16th March, 1802, experience 
proves to be ample in quantity, but not of the quality best calculated to secure either health or economy. It consists 
of eighteen ounces of bread, or flour; one pound and a quarter of beef, or three-quarters of a pound of pork; one gill 
of rum, brandy, or whiskey; and at the rate of two quarts of salt, four quarts of vinegar, four pounds of soap, and 
one pound and a half of candles, to every hundred rations. 

he objection to it, in relation to the health of the army, is fully stated in a report of the surgeon general to the 
War Department, marked I, which I would respectfully annex as a part of this report. Under this view of the sub- 
ject, more need not to be added, except to urge its importance, both on the score of humanity and policy. 

Qur people, even the poorest, being} accustomed to a plentiful mode of living, require, to preserve their health, 
a continuation, in a considerable degree, of the same habits of life, in a camp; and a sudden and great departure 
from it subjects them, as is proved ‘by experiefice, to great mortality. Our losses, in the late om revolutionary 
wars, from this cause, were probably much greater than from the sword. However well qualified for war in other 
respects, in the mere capacity of bearing privations we are inferior to most nations. An American would starve ,on 
what a ‘Tartar would live with comfort. In fact, barbarous and oppressed nations have, in this particular, a strik- 
ing advantage, which, however, ought to be much more than compensated by the skill and resources of a free and 
civilized people. If, however, such a people want the skill and spirit to direct its resources to its defence, the very 
wealth, by which it ought to defend itself, becomes the motive for invasion and conquest. Besides, there is some- 
thing shocking to the feelings, that in a country of plenty beyond all others, in a country which ordinarily is so 
careful of the happiness and life of the meanest of its citizens, that its brave defenders, who are not only ready, but 
anxious to expose their lives for the safety and glory of their country, should, through a defective system of supply. 
be permitted almost to starve, or to perish by the poison of unwholesome food, as has frequently been the case. It 
it could be supposed that these considerations are not sufficient to excite the most anxious care on this subject, we 
eught to remember, that nothing adds more to the expense of military operations, or exposes more to its disasters, 
than the sickness and mortality which result from defective or unwholesome supplies. Impressed with this view 
of the subject, considerable changes have been made in the ration, under the authority of the eighth section of the act 
regulating the staff of the army, passed at the last session of Congress. The vegetable part of the ration thas been 
much increased. ‘Twice a week, a half allowance of meat, with a suitable quantity of peas or beans, is directed to be 
issued. Fresh meat has also been substituted twice a week for salted. In the southern division, bacon and kiln- 
dried,Indian corn meal has been, to a certain extent, substituted for pork and wheat flour. In addition, orders 
have been given, at all of the permanent posts where it can be done, to cultivate a sufficient supply of ordinary gar- 
den vegetables for the use of the troops; and at the posts remote from the settled parts of the country, the order is 
extended to the cultivation of corn, and to the supply of the meat part of the ration, both to avoid the expense of 
distant and expensive transportation, and to secure at all times a supply within the posts themselves. 

in addition to these changes, I am of opinion that the spirit part of the ration, as a regular issue, ought to be 
dispensed with; and such appears to be the opinion of most of the officers of the army. It both produces and per- 
petuates habits of intemperance, destructive alike to the health, and moral and physical energy of the soldiers. The 
@pirits ought to be placed in depot, and be issued occasionally under the discretion of the commander. Thus used, 
its noxious effects would be avoided, and the troops, when great efforts were necessary, would, by a judicious use, 
derive important benefits from it. Molasses, beer, and cider, according to circumstances, might & used as substi- 
tutes. The substitution of bacon and kiln-dried corn meal in the southern division will have, it is believed, valuable 
effects. ‘They are both much more congenial to the habits of the people in that section of our country. Corn meal 
has another. and, in my opinion, great and almost decisive advantage—it requires so little art to prepare it for use. 
It is not easy to make good bread of wheat flour, whilst it is almost impossible to make bad of that of Indian corn. 
Besides, wheat is much more liable to be-damaged than the Indian corn; for the latter is better protected against 
disease and the effects of bad seasons in time of harvest than any other grain; and, when injured, the good is easily 
separated from the bad. ne gow pr proves it to be not less nutritious than wheat, or any other grain. Parched 
corn constitutes the principal food of an Indian warrior; and such are its nutritious qualities, that they can support 
long and fatiguing marches on it alone. 

7 next proceed to consider the system of supplying the army with provisions, or the establishment of a commis- 
sariat; and, as they are connected in their nature, I propose to consider that part of the resolution in relation to a 
commissariat, and the mode of issuing the rations, at the same time. 

The system established at the last session will, in time of peace, be adequate to the cheap and certain supply of 
the army. ‘The act provides for the appointment of a commissary general, and as many assistants as the service 
may require. and authorizes the President to assign to them their duties in purchasing and issuing rations. It also 
directs that the ordinary supplies of the army should be purchased on contracts te be made by the commissary gen- 
eral, and to be delivered, on inspection, in the bulk, at such places as shall be stipulated in the contract. Document 
marked J contains the rules and regulations which have been established by the order of the President, and presents 
the operation of the system in detail. It is believed that it is as weil guarded against fraud as any other department of 
our military supplies; and, judging from the contracts already formed under it, will, when improved by experience, 
probably make a very considerable saving. It would improve the system to authorize the appointment of two deputy 
commissaries, one for each division, with the pay, rank, and emoluments of major of infantry, to be taken from the line 
or from citizens; and so to amend the act of the last session as to authorize the President to appoint the assistant 
commissaries, either from the line or citizens. When the assistant apy ep | is not taken from the line, to make 
his pay equal to that of a subaltern appointed from the line it ought to be fifty dollars per month, with two rations a 
day. It should be the duty of the deputy commissaries to perform such service as the commissary general might 
prescribe, and particularly to inspect the principal depots, and, in cases of necessity, to make the necessary pur- 
chases. When a suitable subaltern cannot be had, or when his services are necessary in the line, the power pro- 
posed to be vested in the President to select from citizens would be important. It is not believed that any other 
alteration would be necessary in peaze; but the system would require great enlargement in war, to render it suffi- 
ciently energetic to meet the many vicissitudes incidental to the operations of war. 

It would then be necessary to divide the system into two divisions, one for purchasing, and the other for issuing 
of rations, with as many deputy commissaries of purchases and issues as there may be armies and military districts, 
to whom ought to be added a suitable number of assistants. The basis of the system ought in war to be the same 
as is now established. The ordinary supplies ought to be by contract on public proposals. By a judicious collection 
of provisions at proper depots, combined with an active and energetic system of transportation, it would be seldom 
necessary to resort to any other mode of purchasing. To provide, however, for contingencies, the purchasing 
department ought to be efficiently organized, and a branch of it, as already stated, attached to each army and mili- 
tary department. As it is the means to be resorted to in cases 0 ne it ought to possess those high and dis- 
cretionary powers which do not admit of exact control. It is, in its nature, liable to many abuses; and to prevent them 
from being great, more efficient regulations and checks are required than in any other branch of the general staff. 

The defects of the mere contract system is so universally acknowledged by those who have experienced its ope- 
ration in the late war, that it cannot be necessary to make many observations in relation to it. Nothing can appear 
more absurd than that the success of the most important military operations, on which the very fate of the country 
m 
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may depend, should ultimately rest on men who are subject to no military responsibility, and on whom there is no 
other hold than the penalty of a bond. When we add to this observation, that it is often the interest of a contractor 
to fail at the most critical juncture, when the means of supply become the most expensive, it seems strange that the 
system should have been continued for a single campaign. It may be said that, when the contractor fails, the com- 
mander has a right to purchase at his risk, by which the disasters which naturally result from a failure may be 
avoided. ‘The observation is more specious than solid. If, on failure of the contractor, there existed a well organ- 
ized system for purchasing the supplies, there would be some truth in it; but without such a system, without depots 
of provisions, and with the funds intended for the supply of the army perhaps in the hands of the contractor, his 
failure must generally be fatal to a campaign. It is believed that a well-organized commissariat, whose ordinary sup- 
plies are obtained by contract founded on public notice, possesses (besides those —— to itself) all of the advan- 
tages fairly attributable to the system of issuing rations by contract. It is equally guarded against fraud, and its 
purchases can be made on terms more advantageous. A considerable objection to the system of issuing the ration by 
contract is, that the merchants and capitalists are deterred from bidding, by the hazard of issuing the ration; and 
thus the sphere of competition is contracted, and the contracts for supplying of the army often thrown into the hands 
of adventurers. This objection is avoided under the present system, by which the nation will be cheaply supplied, 
and the danger of failure almost wholly removed. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


ApbsuTant Anp Lyspector GEenerAav’s Orrice, October 21, 1818. 
Sir: 
Conformable to your order of the 5th instant, I have the honor to lay before you the following reports: 

No. 1. Presents the organization of the army of the United States under existing laws. 

No. 2. Contains a list of military posts, maritime and inland, at present occupied, and the number and descrip- 
tion of troops at each, taken from the last returns on file in this office. 

No. 3. Shows the organization of the army under the act of March, 1802, and the organization of the peace esta- 
blishment previous to the late war. 

No. 4. Shows the distribution of the troops under the organization of March, 1802, at the close of that year, with 
the number at each post and station. 

On that part of your order requiring the strength and organization of a brigade at the close of the war of the revo- 
lution, in 1783, I have to state that I have not been able to obtain any documents which establish the strength of such 
organization at that or any other period, except what is contained in a note to the army regulations during the late 
war. Itis there stated that two regiments form a brigade, and two brigades form a division; but I know of no esta 
blished regulation on the subject. 

have the honor te be, with perfect respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PARKER, 4djutant and Inspector General. 


The Secretary or Wan. 
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REDUCTION OF THE ARMY CONSIDERED. 





B.—No. 3. 


A statement exhibiting the organization of the army which composed the military peace establishment under the laws of March, 1802, and April, 1808. 
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C.—No. 4. 


The reduced army, under the act of March, 1802, was distributed as follows on the Ist of January, 1803. 


Posts on the Seaboard. 


Fort Green, Georgia - | - - 64 
Fort Johnson, South Carolina - 84 
Fort Johnston, North Carolina - 27 
Fort Nelson, oo - - - 71 
Fort M’Henry, Maryland - - 76 
Fort Mifflin, Pennsylvania - - 136 
Fort Jay, New York : : - 72 
West Point, State of New York - - 82 
Fort Trumbull, Connecticut - - 39 
Fort} Wolcott, Rhode Island - - 108 
Fort Independence, Boston - - 88 
Fort Constitution, Portsmouth = - - 42 
Fort Sumner, Portland - - 28 

917 





Frontier Posts. 


Fort Niagara - - 
Fort Detroit - - 
Michilimackinac - - 
Fort Wayne, N. W. T. . 
Fort Fayette, Pittsburg : 
Post Vincennes, Indiana Territory 
Kaskaskias - - 
Fort Massac - - 
Fort Pickering, Chickasaw Bluffs 
Fort Adams, NM. T. 

Fort Stoddart, Mobile - 
S. W. Point, Tennessee - 
Fort Wilkinson, Georgia : 


Posts on the seaboard, - - 
Frontier posts, - e " 


Aggregate, - - 


153 
339 
125 


Note.—The army consisted of a regiment of artillery, four battalions, 1,628; two regiments of infantry, 805 each, 
1,610—3,238, exclusive of the engineer corps and the general staff. 
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E. 
Sia: WasuinoTon, August 16, 1818. 


Agreeably to your request, I have the honor to lay before you the following estimate of the extent of the 
United States’ frontier, hastily compiled from the most accurate maps of the country, and from other sources of 
intelligence that have come under my observation. 
The first column of the estimate contains distances along the sinuosities of the coasts, the meanders of rivers, 
Sess Fd second, distances estimated from point to point, throughout the whole extent of our maritime and in- » 
land frontiers. 









































In the foregoing estimate, as far as it relates to the western country particularly, the lines have been selected 
with a view to military operations in that section of the United States’ territory. 





Gen’! 
FRONTIER LINES. duaiinn. Meanderts. 
Miles. Miles. 
From the bay of Passamaquoddy to Portsmouth, N. H.  - - - - 250 600 
Thence to Boston, Massachusetts  - - - - - - 65 90 
Thence round Cape Cod to Newport, R. I. - - - - - 170 280 
‘Thence through Long Island Sound to New York - - - - 160 240 
‘Thence to Cape May - - - - - - - 140 170 
Thence along the shores of Delaware bay to Cape Henlopen - - - 120 140 
Thence to Cape Henry, across the entrance of Chesapeake bay = - - - 140 160 
Thence along the shores of Chesapeake bay _ - . - - - 370 900 
Thence to Cape Fear - - - - - - : 300 650 
‘Thence to Charleston, South Carolina - - - - - 150 220 
‘Thence to Savannah, Georgia . - - - - : 100 150 | 
Thence to St. Mary’s river - - - - : - 135 175 
Thence along the boundary lines between the Floridas and the United States - 470 4170 
‘Thence tu the head of Mobile ba - - - - - - 100 130 
Thence to the main part of the Mississippi river : - - - 135 300 
‘Thence to the mouth of the Sabine river - - - - - 820 540 
‘Thence up the Sabine river to the north boundary of Louisiana = - - - 260 260 
Thence to the confluence of the Kiamisky and Red rivers - - - 75 106 
Thence up the Kiamisky to Jack’s Fork, up said Fork, to the Mountain Gap, through 
the said Gap to the Meline Fork ‘of Poteau river, and down said Meline and Poteau 
to Belle Point, on the Arkansas river, - - . : : 145 180 
Thence up the Arkansas to the mouth of the Six Balls, or Grand river - - 120 190 
Thence northerly, up the Grand, and down the Kensau to the Missouri - - 400 400 | 
Thence up the Missouri to Fort Mandan, or the Mandan Village - - 1,260 1,260 | 
Thence southeasterly to Stony Lake, the source of the St. Peter’s - - 240 240 
‘Thence down the St. Peter’s to its confluence with the Mississippi - - 300 300 
‘Thence down the Mississippi, up the St. Croix, and down the Burntwood river, to Fond 
de Lac, the héad of Lake Superior ° : . - ° 340 340 
Thence to the Falls of St. Mary, the outlet of Lake Superior - - - 440 680 ) 
‘Thence to Mackinaw - . - - - - - 85 100 
Thence to the outlet of Lake Huron - - - - - 220 290 
Thence to Detroit - - - - - - : 95 100 
Thence to Buffalo, New York - - - : - : 300 375 
‘Thence to Sackett’s Harbor - - - - - - 205 340 
‘Thence to the point where the 45th parallel of latitude intersects the St. Lawrence - 135 166 
‘Thence eastwardly on the 45th parallel of latitude, to Connecticut river - - 165 165 
Thence to the northeast extremity of the United States - - - - 250 250 
Thence southerly, to the bay of Passamaquoddy - - - - 210 210 
Amount, - - - 8,370 10,985 
To the above may be added, the coasts of Lake Michigan and Green bay — - - 760 750 
And that of Lake Champlain - - - - - - 180 220 | 
Amounting to an aggregate for the whole frontier of the United States - 9,250 11,955 . 
If the coasts of the Floridas be substituted instead of the boundary lines between them 
and the United States, the aggregate amount will be - - - - 9,840 12,885 
1 
| 
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points from the city of Washington. 





The following are frontier positions remote from the seat of the Government. 
regard has been paid to the nearest practicable routes for travelling. In the first columnis the probable distance by 
land, and in the second the distance by inland water communication. The third exhibits the bearings of the several 





In estimating the distances, 



















POSITIONS. By land. |By water.| Bearings. 
Miles. Miles. 

Robinson, Maine, at the head of the bay of Passamaquoddy - - - 868 . N.E 
Plattsburg, New York - - . - - - - 578 - N.N.E 
Sackett’s Harbor, New York — - - - - - - 580 - n. by & 
Buffalo, New York - - - - - - - 430 - N. N. W 
Falls of St. Mary, outlet of Lake Superior - - - - - - 860 | n. w. by N 
Detroit, Michigan Territory - - - - - - 561 548 N. W 
Mackinaw, do. - - - - - - - 820 N. W 
Head of Green bay, or mouth of Fox river - - : -| 850 | 1,000 | Nn. w. by w 
Fond de Lac, or head of Lake Superior - - - - - - 1,308 | N. w. by w 
Chicago, Lake Michigan - - - - - - 760 | 1,090 W.N. W 
Confluence of the Mississippi and St. Peter’s, latitude 45 deg. 6 min. = - - | 1,250 | 2,360 W.N.W 
Fort Mandan, M. T. via Wheeling, Columbus, Fort Clark, Fort Armstrong, and 

the most southerly bend of the St. Peter’s - - - - | 1,440 - Ww. N. Ww. 
Do. via the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri - - - - - 4,492 WwW. N. Ww. 
Do. via the Ohio, Mississippi, and St. Peter’s - - - - - 2,900 W.N. Ww. 
Fort Armstrong, on the Mississippi, near Rock river - - 830 | 1,932 w. by Nn. 
St. Louis, Missouri Territory (the road not direct) - - - - 957 | 1,592 w. 
Belle Point, on the Arkansas - - - - - - - 2,220 W. S. W. 
Do. via Nashville, and the Upper Chickasaw Bluffs, on the Mississippi river - | 1,200 
New Orleans, by a course south of the Alleghany mountains, and by way of the 

Ohio and Mississippi - - - - - - | 1,185 | 2,420 S. W. 
St. Mary’s, Georgia - - - - - - 808 - S. S. W. 
Beaufort, North Carolina - : - - - - 400 : s. 




















The extent of a line circumscribing the whole of the United States’ Territory, not regarding the indentation of 
coasts, &c., may be estimated at about eight thousand miles. ; 
I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your most obedient and very humble servant, 
S. H. LONG, Maj. Top. Engineers. 


Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Paymaster Generat’s Orrice, Crry or Wasuineton, October 24, 1813. 


Conformably to your letter of the 6th instant, I have the honor to transmit you statements showing the monthly 
pay and emoluments of the troops of the United States. 

Ist. At the close of the revolutionary war in the year 1783; and 

2d. At the close of the late war with England, in the year 1815. 

The first I have elicited exclusively from the thirteen volumes of journals of the old Congress, from the 5th of 
September, 1774, forward; and as the subject is involved in some considerable obscurity, from the frequent repeals 
and re-organizations which took place respecting the army, sometimes partial and sometimes total, I cannot be an- 
swerable that it is perfectly correct; it is the best, however, that the materials afforded, the time allowed, and my 
other duties have permitted me to make; and I hope may not prove unacceptable. 

With perfect respect, I am, sir, your most obedient, 
NATHANIEL FRYE, Jun. Chief Clerk. 


Sir: 


To the Hon. J.C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 





— 
= 
= 
= 
=) 
— 
Mm 
Z. 
o 
oO 
> 
= 
a4 
< 
<> 
= 
_ 
—) 
Z 
° 
o 
Oo 
~ 
Q 
ww 
fe 


‘OSL1 ‘ABW Pe uoTNOSey 
—‘pasingsip 4ay} Asuoui ay} uo *jU90 Jad 9% puy 
YIsVl “Osay—*AD,.1nd SwNnuUE Jad Q00*FIS P2eMO]]V 
"6LL1 “AON ) ‘auly 343 ul Led siy 07 uoNIppe uy 


aul] 94) Ul *929 SAed siy 0} UOI}IPpE Uy 
- [°@SLI *soquiesa(] WOE JO UOIIN]OSAY 
—fjuiey pue jjasuy 0} ‘suozem pue ‘aze10} 
‘gouajsisqns *Aed vijxa jo nay ur ‘Aed jeuol 
-Ippe pajutodde uaqnajyg jeisuex) Jofeyy «109 
-Wyo |eiaued v aq Oy] 2001p Lew prem ae 
-UBMIUIOD ay) Sv AUBUI SB JO ‘yUB! SIYy 0} ZUIP.OIIY Ft 


‘Auge ayesvdas v ya ‘Asessimuio0s Ayndap svijyy 
*a5v.10) JO AlvssiMWMOd SBI|Y 


*Aavssadou sv Auvui sev puv ‘yues siy 0} Sut 
-paovoy} ‘asinbas Avui adiasas ay) se Aue SY, 


; "ouly OG 
Ul Usaz]eQns 10 UIejd¥d v sv Aed sIy 0} UOI)IPpL Uy 








me OO AQaAmo 


maawwn 


06-0€ 
06-0€ 


06-09 16% 


ol 
tI 
tI 
0G 
I? 
8 

| 
9 

91 
0G 
0% 
06 
8 


8h 
09 
La 


La 
a 
IP 
If 
tI 


8 


8 

8 
id 
GB 
8 
1€$ 


06°08 
06-0€ 


06-09 


=a GV AD AD AD SH mt OD OR SD et et 


Qt Se et 


006 
OF 
0s 
0s 
cL 
cr | 

06-09 9% 
OF 
0% 
0S 
09 
09 
09 
0€ 
cL 
CBI 
06-09 991 
0¢ 
cI 
0S 
0S 
Gal 
b-1 991 
0s 
991% 


- SAULIG ULBUI 94} 104 |RsVUaZ Jo}SuUAEd Ayndacy 
*AULIV UJBY}NOS BY} JOJ jR1aUaS 19}svU4ed Ayndaq 
‘jeaauas sajseurXed Ajndap juejysiss 
*je19ues sajseuAed Ayndeq 
- *;eigued sajsem Avg 
- aut] a4) JO SUJ9}["QNS JO SUIe}deD ay} WOIy 
uaye} oq 0} ‘Awav 9}e1Udas 10j 10}9EdsuI JULISISSY 
- - *£u118 34} JO BUI] 84} Jo sizdIyO play 
84} WIO.1y UdyR} 9q 03 *AtWIe V}VINdaS 10) 10}90dsUT 


- a1aM YIyM ‘pre uv jo sjuawNjowa pue Aed 
OY} VAY pus Saul] ay} WOlY UDxe} aq 0} ‘J99qJO 
[Bioues & se SpIe Sty 0} UOL)IPpE UI) *41e}01998 SITY 
: - . - ‘*;esaued 10}90dsuT 
‘je1aues juRpnfpe 0} 41219 
‘je19uas juLjnepe Ajndap juyjsissy 
- ‘*[ei9ues juLynfpe JuLsISSY 
- ‘jesaues juejnfpe Ayndag 
‘jeiauas jueynfpy 
- *SIVIYIZAB JO 10}D9IIP-qug 
*S1QIYAV JO 10}9911¢§ 
- *10}ONpUod UOFe AA 
‘AWAY U.19Yy} NOS 10} Ja}SeVW UOseM Ajndaq 
. - - ‘19}SVUI UOZe AA 
*AULIV ULBYINOS BY} 10j BFe10) JO Aresstuw0d 
‘AWG UIVUI BY} 10} BFvs0j Jo Arvssimm0d 
- yova ‘s}uv}sISSY 
- ‘AULIV ULB Y}IA ]B19U3 Ja}seUuLIazIeNb Ayndaq 
*AULIE U.J9Y) NOs Y}IM [B1VUIs Ja}sevul1a}1eNb Aynda 
: *;e19uas saouminyseety 
‘uiejdeyo opesug 
‘jaj}seuJajienb apesiug 
- ‘Kajyuvgur 10 *Asaypyjae *Aapeavo jo sofew apesiug 
- - - bee pote i 
- ‘jeugued JoIpesiig: 
*AajVavd Jo [eigua’d JVIPesLg, 
- ‘duivd-ap -pry 
- ‘;eugues Jofeyy 


= - 





“SUUVAdH 


*suOSEM 
28.104 
OAL 


*s9810Y4 
" wg 














*NOLLV. LYOdSN VULL 


| *sasoy 1p 


‘aovuo0d 


"su0SEM | *suoSeA |-pes 10 Ap 
28104 INoJ as10y Ano}! 19d suones 
uadg | paasaog | jo Jaquinn 
| . 





*yunouwt- 
23030133 y 


‘pury ut suonea 
ay} 03 UOHIppE ut 
‘yjuow aad Aau 
“OW 9oUa}sSISqNg 








“puly uy 
hep aod 
suoley 








“HONALSISANS 





“HLNOW Udd 
AVd 








*aqvuo YO UNV 











"ESL uwah ayz ur ‘ann ay fo asoz9 ay} yw ‘hmsv havuoynjoass ay; fo sdoos ay, fo syuamnjowa puv hvd hjyzuow ayy fo anpayogy 


“a 








. ‘ayRALIg 
° *;eu0di09 
- *‘juvesi2g 
- ‘juvuaznovy 
*‘sigouidua Jo ulvjdeg 
‘AWB UIBUL 10} JUG 
*AULIG UJIY}NOS 10) BUG) 
: Aj.19d0.1d 
*£19] 18 dyqnd Jo sainjipuedxa jo puv sured Jo 10}9adsuy 
JO J201JO play & sv sjusWmjUIOdde sIy 0} UOIIppe UT - - - *Q0URUP.10 JO AOAIAING 
*;eaued 1914}0]9 Aq paute}1a9se oq 0} NONYsUsdWIO/) - - . - ‘sarndag 
‘uinuue Jad o00cs - - : -  *|e1aUuae 1914y}0]19 
‘aul, 9Y} ul *929 *Aed siy 0} UOIPpr uy . : - *AULIV BY} JO BUT] BY} 
. JO S1IDYJO BY} WOI UdYHL)} 9q 0} SayBO0ApR aspnt 
y OY} YI AUIG oUIeS BY} UL a}VOOApR oSpnl Ayndaq 
*aUl] 9Y} Ul syUaWNjOWeS puv Aed Suipnjsuy } ‘AWG BY} JO BUI] BY} JO SAAOYJO OY} WOAy Udyv) 
, : aq 0} ‘AWB UJadY)NOS JO; a}VIOApe sFpnf Apndag 
- - : - ‘ayeo0a pe espur 
- - : J9.18aq- 
- - ‘soudesBoal juapeisee, 
- ‘yUaw}Ivdap W1IY)NOS 9Y} 0} J9qdeIZ0EK) 
. - ‘AULIV UIBUL BY} 0} J9YdeIB0a") 
‘uinuue sad 902'1¢ - - ‘suguostid autivul jo Aivssiumwi0d 
“Aue ayeiedas yim Ajndap sviypy yous ‘Aue ay} 103 ssid jo Aressturmos yudsissy 
- Youve ‘Aue 94} 10) ssguostiid Jo sarivssrMmm0;D 
- - - ¢y13]9 10 10};0npuoD 
- ‘sas0js Arvjipiu jo Aresstumwi0s pjsy Ayndaq 
- - *sas03s Arvpiyi 2 Aressiwiwi0dd ppety 
“UOI}esUadUIOD [BUOIIPpY ON - : - SAULIV BY} JO SIBIYO 
WI, WIxB} Bq 0} ‘s}UBpUsjULIddNS 10 sjUL}SISSYy 
“umnuue Jed 900'1¢ - - ‘sa.10}8 ArezI]1UI Jo jesoues ArvsstamM0d 
: . - *s10}SUUl PAV AA 
- : - ‘spIeMajg 


' ’ . -  -SvtW 
- ‘sofaaind pune Aresayjode Aynd3q 


- - ‘so40aind pue Areseyjod y 
- - - - ‘‘noazing 
‘uwrishyd pur ‘jejtdsoy jo 30}2902p Ayridaq 
- - */eyIdsoy Jo 10}9931g 

- - ‘ye19uad JozsvulAud JuRlsISSYy 








*siatpjos jou jt ‘Aep sad syne. Ay svipy 


nH 
fe 
er 
“ 
i 
a) 
< 
~ 
a 
< 
& 
wl 
a 
= 





























"Sasi0y 9p * pury ur suOTyes 
‘suodem | ‘suoZem | ‘suoSem |-pes 10g Aep 2Y} 0) UONIppe ul) ‘pury ut 
asi0y |2810Y ANos|os10y INoJ| sad suones ‘qquow sod Asu | Avp aed 


*“HLINOKW 4ad 
OAL uedg | peareaog | jo zoquiny -OUl QOUDzSISGNS | sUOTTY 


AVd 











‘aavuo uo ANVU 











“NOLLVLUOdSNVUL “a9 Vvu0d “AONALSISANS 











—————S—SSS—aeeONNEEEEE—EEEEEEEE 











—SS— Ol SS SS" 








‘ponunu0og—"g 





a 
is] 
= 
42} 
= 
ae 
MN 
a 
°o 
o> 
~ 
a 
i= 
< 
is 
= 
i 
ie, 
o- 
A. 
a> 
ae 
al 
=) 
i>) 
=) 
= 
= 





“aut{ 24) ut Led siy 0} UOHIppY Uy 
oui -ouy ul Led-e1y-0} UoKIppe uy 


*}U2MIFII B JO B80Y} JOT 


“aUl{ oy} ULaduUB C*aut] 94) Ul Aed sty 0} UOLIpPpe UT 
-MO][® 1194} JO 4 aul] Oy) ul ed siy 0} UOHIppe UT 
aaisnjoxe ‘youg! C -aut| ey} ul Aed sy 0} UOKIppe UT 

. *PoUOIssIUIWOD 40 NT 


*auly 04) ur Aed siy 0} UOLIppE Uy 
*auly 94} Ul Aed Siy 0} UONIppe uy 
*aull 94} ui Aed siy 0} UOKIppe uy 


*yuawiFat v JO Susa};eqQnS PUL suLe}d¥d a4) 10g , 





























CU DW OO 09 09 OOD 


06°SI 
06-09 
06-SI 
06-ST 
06°ST 


06-SI 
06-0€ 


06-09 


06°S1 
06-09 
06-0€ 
06-0€ 
06-0€ 
06°ST 
06-SI 
06-ST 
06-0€ 


MWOMMMOOO MH 


II 
06-09 81 





AN 
. 8 
“ 


CU ot te et et ot ot 


Qn Ss SH SS SS eS et 








nail - juenfpy 

ser 
- Syuvuaznery | 

en ee 

- — Lofeyy 

‘[2U0[09 JuBUAa}NaI'T 

‘Ajueyut jo auelod 

- ‘*uo0o08ev 

- spesodaosy 

‘J9LIVT 

‘ *121ppes 
Jajyaduins y 
‘sofew yoduins. fF 

- ‘juvesa 
‘yuvaZ1es 19}SVUL19,IUN~ 
- ‘azeu s,uoasing 
Suol]e}}¥q JO cone 
*UOI]R}}¥q JO 19}SBULI9}1UN 

*u01/e}}¥q jo JuEInIpYy 
$u01/8}}q Jo Ja}seuAET 
e Re error: 
- ‘ueua}navy 

: ‘a1eydeg 

* ‘s0feyq 
‘j@UO[09 JuBUa}NeITT- 
*A1[BAvo Sd Jeno1o) 
ect 
CUD LET @ § 

‘sguunsy 

$je10d107) 
‘sa1paequiog: 

‘yuvedse 
- ‘sofeu wnigy 
- ‘sofew ajiy’ 
*‘juvas1as sageeuisaasnty 
- ‘sofeu juvazieg 

- ‘aye 8,uoazing 

- u0a3.1 is 


- *J9}SBULII}IUN 
° ‘juyznipy 
‘sa1Y}O[D puv JajsuMALT 
- *yUuBua}nel] puosag 
- ‘juvdeznal ysu1g 
‘yuvua}naty ulejde7y 
- ‘uiejded 
- *10fe yy 
‘ | wen oe yuRUa}NaI'T 
*AJII]1}48 JO [2U]OD 











7) 
a4 
Smee 
< 
im 
fxs 
< 
> 
me 
< 
= 
= 
— 
a 








‘UopTULysD AA 20 ‘ADAA JO havjpr19Igf SNAOWIVA “ZF NHOL “HOF, 91) OF, 
‘yung faryn “Noe ‘ARYA TAINVH.LVYN 
"SISL ‘bS 4990799) ‘NOLONIHNSV A dO ALI) S4914dC) §,1VUANAS) WALSVWAV 


*Avup ay} jo AQuasind dy) Ul UIq BAvY 0} pawnsaid av YY ‘saejjop 
puvsnoy} aay je [BsaueT 1914}0]9 ay) yo pue SuInuUe Jad Suk|jOp PURSsNOY) Udd}INOJ 4B [e1IUas Ja}seMAEd By} JO UY) ZuI}dadxa ‘sisuq di9ads v UOdN paxy Sk Palapisuod 9q 0} [|e d.1¥ SUOT}eSUadWIOD asay TF 
*SULIG 1vaq 0} JY 24941 AVY) [YUN SsyUvAJas sv Way) Aojdwa pue ‘sivad U2Ia}YFIe pur UeE]y 
JO sade 94) UsEeMjeq SA0Q S.19IPjOS SB 4sI|Ua 0} paz)tusiad Useq DALY 0} svedd¥ Osje Aayy “paj}tjUa Sem apLAZ YOva YIYM 0} S}UBAJVS JO AIqQuINU 9y} SuUNLUsIsap WOINjoses Auv ‘sjeusnof payutid ay} YyYFnos4} 
soyo.ivasa1 AW ul *puy 0} sv 9}eUN}.I0J OS U9Aq JOU VARY | yn fdaady 0} pamojje aiam Ady) JUBA.JIIS dJBALId YOvA JO} *1dIPjOs B Jo ZuIYjO]9 pu ‘suones *Ard dy) 0} PayNUe o1aMm Suadyjo yey) savadde 47 
‘98104 B]PpUs youve 10y ‘Aep sad *syvo Jo sjavnb ua} puv ‘Avy Jo spunod aaaj.noy Jo pajysisuod aSesoy jo uoies 
ayy, ‘Awe ay} jo adei0j ayy soy wy Aq UAAIZ adLid aFeB.19Av 9y} 7B SjB1aUAZ Ad}sSvWI9}IUNb ay} Aq 1OJa194} Pred oq 0} a19M Sasuadxa UMO s1aY) We Sass0Y 1194) Jay OYM pu taze10J 0} PI]}}Ua S1IZDIYO 
*pury ut 
UMBIP JOU 219M JUIES BY} UBYM SUOIPRI YOR JO; YJUOW Jad SAv{jOP ANOJ Jo azV1 JY FV 9A1990.1 0} Papua O8]B 3.19M *s}URAIIS JO SAAJASUIDY) OJ JOY}IO SUOIsIAO!d JO SUOIVRA OF Pay}IUa Bam OM sega ; 
‘apin3 Au sv syeusnof jeuoissasZu0Z 94} 9yv} 0} Jedo2d ysour 71 }YFnoY) sso] 
-9YIBAIU “DABY |] *JAIPVS1I ¥ 104 S.AL]jOp paapuny suo pur ‘je19Uas JOfeU v AUJ YJUOW Jad sivjjop A}jy puk peipuNyY aUO aq 0} Waas Pynom 41 Sayt] 10y Avd-J[eY JO) UOLVRJNWWOD v sv ‘Avd |]Ny Svat BAY JOJ 
P2A1990J SUNS 94} WO. *}eY) atu SUIJOJUT ay ‘AUP VY) JO $9UIds [NJ}UBAS 9Y} UI jIUd B pa}Ie OYM URUIA)}UIT BO} FUIjA08A1 UO *ynq £}1 pa.ia}]e YOY UOL)N[OSe1 JUINbasqns AUR Puno JOU BABY |] aSNBdaq *GZZT 
*QUNF JO YQ] BY} JO UOIZNjose1 v Aq paxy SB aay UMOP jnd SI }I £/e19UdF JoIpPEsiIq BY) puLyeioued sofeu ay} Jo Avd AjyQuOW ay} 0} PaeFoa YM Apoayaad yjasAu Aysiyes 0} ajqe Useq jou aavYy [—"ALON 














*SO} BALI 10 $}SOA01g 
( - *s19U01}NIOX| 
| - - *s}tiod.i09g 
- en L 
. - - *s}uBaziag 
SUOOZE.Ip JYSt] SB paij;NOddv puRk pajyuNoWw aq OF, < : : | ssesvellses seqeuensngstells 
vi ‘ . , “44919 
06°SI L 06 GI - *‘juvua}navy 
06-0€ OL | 06-0€ § *s}soaoid jo urejdeg 
- Saya 
- *yesodi0g 
; “191 
- “sound 
“s0feu ayty 
- ‘sofew wni(y 
- - ‘yuvatiag 
*jUBaZ.198 Ja}SBULIa}IRN? 
. ‘sofeul juvaz1ag 
- ‘a}Bl s,uoazing 

e 
‘aul 943 ul Aed 2194} 0} UOKIppe UT - ; " ‘om ian 


‘sparen? pue siauosiid yyy} 





‘as10Y 21P *‘pury Ul suoTzEs 
‘suoZem | ‘suoZem | ‘suodem |-pes soy Aep 24} 0} UOIIPpe ul} ~pury Ut 

as10Y jes10Y ANoJ/as10Y INoj) Jad suones| “yunowe | ‘yyuou sed Aou | Ap sod 
‘SWUVNIY OML u2dQ =| pataa0g | jo soquiny | 2303213Zy |-ou souajsisqng | suonry | “HINOW wad 


*Javuo uO AYNVU 
Avd 























*“NOILLVLYOdSNVUL “AZONZLSISdAsS 























‘panunu0ojg—* J 


- - - ‘J9}1VM BUC 
- ‘[eiauad 1a;seu9j;senb Ayndep zuypsissy 
- - - ‘19}1BM BUG 
- ‘eae 19;seus0}1Unb Ajndeq 
- . - *S19}IUM OMT, 
- - *|B.lgued J9}8BUII9}IN 
. - — *819}IBA 92. 
. *[219U9F 19)88WI9}1eN 
- - *19}1VM 9G 
- ‘sajsvurhed 3911)81p Juejsiesy 
- *JO}IVM BUG 
- ‘sayseufed 3913817 
‘e19ues 1ajsumAed Ajndap juyjsissy 
- ‘yeisued sajseuded Ayndeq 
- ‘jeiauad Jajevudeg 
- . ‘J9}1VM GUO 
‘s1zaulsua jeotydesZodo} juvjsissy 
° : ‘J9}1UM BUC 
- ‘sgauisua peorydesZodo 7, 
- - ‘1a}18M BUG 
- ‘e909 J0}90dsUI jUR)SISSy 
° - *SJO}IVM OMT, 
- *819U03 10;090dsUT 
- - *Ja}IVM BUG 
- ‘e19ued juvpnepe juLjsIsSy 
- : *SIQ}IVAM OMT, 
« - *|R.19Uad juRpnfpy 
- - *$J971BAS BIT, 
‘[v19uad 10;99dsUI pue juYpOfpy 
- - *Ja}18M BUG 
- - ‘ayRooape ospne 
: - ‘J9}1VM BUC 
- - Surgjdeys apesug 
- - ‘sofew opesug 
- ‘*;eiauad sarpesiiq B 0} ply 
° S.19}1VM BI 7, 
e ‘je19ad JaIpEsiuig 
- - ‘je1auas 10feu ¥ 0} dwed-ap-pry 
‘AULIL (S3}B}G Paztu sy) Suipuvwwod [v.ianes 0} £1¥j}2199g 
- - - - *$19}1UM INOT & 
. - - - Seiaued Jofeyy 


‘yuawzIVdagy 94} JO Joly) 


toe OD ot ROD OOO OD 


*SUL] 9Y} UL UOLJESUad OD Sty 0} UOTIPpe UT - 

*SUl] BY} Ul UOIZEsUadWIOD GIy 0} UOTJIPpe UT . 
‘unuue Jad s.ie{jop 00's Jo Arepeg . 

oO € 





*Asjuvjut jo urejydes v yo *o2p ‘Avg 


| 60 € 
*Aajeavd jo sofeui & jo “2p ‘ARG - 


~ 


60 € 
*Aajeaed jo 10feul v jo *d2p ‘Avg - 


<- 


40 9 
*AJPURJUL JO [UOTOD ¥v JO *d2p ‘ALG - 


“+ 


60 € 

*AAVABD JO 10feUl v JO “92g SA | . 
| 40 9 

*AABAVD JO [2U0]OD B Jo *92p SAR | - 


es) 


| LO 6 
*|¥saued AaIpeSiiq v jo *o2p SAR - 


a8 


60 € 
*Aajuvyut jo sofeu v jo *o2p SAeg - 


"aR 


0 € 
*Arjuyjut jo s0feu v jo *92p ‘Avg - 
*pNat] UBY) YURI IIYFIY Wor UIy¥e} aq 0} Jou faut] ay) UL UOT|eSUadWMOD sty 0} UOLIPpeE Uy - 
*pNal] UeY, YUBs JVYFIY WO.1y Udye} aq 0} JOU faut] Vy) UL UOTeSsUadWOD SIY Oo} UOLIPpe Uy - 


¥L0 6 


‘ydvd BLY) YUVA ayFIY Woy Uaye) aq 0} JOU faut] ay} UL UOKesUadWO?D siy 07 UOKIPpE Uy ° 
‘ally 94} UL UOTPVsUadUIOD sity 0} UOIPpR Uy | - 


60 31% 


- 
te me et ORD OD SH et OR st OD 


‘Ran 





(SAI 


a 
= 
~ 
a 
= 
— 
mM 
4 
° 
o 
~ 
= 
ne 
< 
i) 
= 
Se 
ol 
° 
Z 
-) 
— 
a 
o 
> 
a 
= 
ne 


m~ ano 


\~ 








‘ow Jad sa ‘a3vs0y| “yous s)u99 
*syIvwMsy -yiem ajeatid |-sasaoy| 107 yjuow | 07 3 Aep sad ‘yquour "229 ‘yujs ‘sperduey 
JO Buryjojg | Jo “ON | Jed savyjog | suonrs ‘on aod Avg 

! 


























"SIS “mah ay) ur ‘urppiag? yoassy ypim som ajo) ayy fo as0]9 ay Ww sawIg pau ay; fo Rusv ay? fo uoyvsuadmos ay) Furmoys anpayrg 


» 











w 
a4 
—_ 
< 
le 
= 
< 
a 
= 
a 
oa 
— 
: 
= 


‘Avd *uinuur ad s.ivyjop o0g't 


‘unuue Jad Aed suvjjop oos‘s 

‘Ajuo pury ut ump *Aep sad uones | 
*Ajuo puty ul uMep ‘Aep Jad uoljel | 
“Ajuo pury ut uMevip *Aep Jad suones Fy] 
*Ajuo puly ul uMVIp *Aep sad suone. F{ 
*Ajuo puly ul uMvip ‘Aep sad suo 2] 
*Ajuo puly ul uMvap ‘Aep saad suoijes FT] 
*Ajuo puly ui umeip *Aep aad suones 1 
“Ajuo pury ul uMeip ‘Aep sad suones $1 


*paxy Aud ony *8U9Z1}19 Woy paseFua 30 ‘Awe ay} JO sidipjos wooly pa}dajas aq Avy 
*Ajuo puly ut ajqeatasas ‘Aup sad suones ¢] 
*Ajuo pury ul ajqvataoas ‘Aep sad suones F] 


*S19IGIAV Jo $d.109 34} JO 


*uinuue Jad suevyjop 000s 
*S1B][OP 000°S ‘A2AIMOY *pIddxe 0} jou fully Aq pasingsip JUNOUE ay} UO *}U9d Jad Fz 
“undue Jad sivjjop 000‘¢ 


*Asaypyav jo JuRUapNay v jo “op ‘AT 


8 


Gé 


GE 


8 
9T 
8 
9I 
8 
8 


CPs ORM eI NCI 


MaAImacnc 


- *AlvIajOdE JULSISSY 
*J9}IBM BUC 
- ‘jesauas Asvoayjody 

- - *S19}IUM OMT, 
*‘jesoues UOdSuns puv uBdist{yg 

- ‘20UBUPJO JO J910qGR"T 

- ‘aouvupJo jo JI9gHIV 

: ‘JIUBUPJO JO YIWIS HIV 

- *goUBUpPJO Jo JayBWazVLLvg 

- ‘g0UBUPJO JO AZIOWIY 
‘JOUBUPIO JO Y}IWISHIV|-.1a}sUyy 
‘QDULU PIO JO JOYVULASELIIVI-19SVIAy 
‘JIUBUPAO JO JAIOULIV-19}SVIT 
‘aoUvUPJO Jo JUBUaNAT] pay y 
‘JUVUPIO JO JULUI}NAI] PUIG 

- *aoUBUPAO Jo JUBUAINAT] 4S.119 

- - ‘J9}IVM BUC 

- ‘gouvupso jo uIE}ded 

- - ‘JI}IEM BUG 

: *20uBUpsO Jo J0fePy 
‘J9}IVM BUC) 
*JIULUP.O JO }9U0;OD yuvaa; ner sug 

- - S1IIUM OMT 

- *JUBUPsO JO [2U0]OD BUG 

° *‘SIQIYIPIV JO J910qU"T 

‘SAI BIAV JO UBUIYJOM-JapU ED 

- *S19IYUAV JO UVWYJOAM-J19}8U IT 
-  *s1a994Q48 Jo JUspUsjULJEdNS jUL)SISSY 
- - *sag0gn4¥ Jo JUspuajutIedng 
° ‘19}1BM BUG 

saiddns Arvziptur yo Aressimwmos juyjsissy 
- - : ‘JIM BUG 
- ‘sarddns Arvjijiut jo Arvsstummos peisedy 
‘saijddns Aivpyiu jo jBiaue? JUapuazULedng 
‘saseyoind jo je1aues Auessimum0s Ayndaq 
*saseyoind jo jusauas Aressiwiui0d 

- ‘1ajseu-yovsivg Ayndeg 

- 19} SBUl- yOVieq jediouLig 

- £ £19] [1418 JO 10J9NpuoD 

- ‘1J9}SBUI-9FV.10} JUBISISSY 
‘sa}svu-uOSeM jediIouug 

- S19}SBUI-U0FE AA 

‘1a)}SBul-U0seM jediouug 


‘ 








‘SyAsusy 





ee 





‘ow Jed sid 


‘aBvs0y 


-y18M oyeatd |-sass0y | 40; YyUOW 
jo Burmpojg | Jo “ON | Jodsavyog 











"yYoRa sJU99 


02 3 Aep sod 
SUOTIEL “ON 











“O99 ‘eis ‘sjersuar 











"penunu0j—n 











. - *J9}1VM BUG 

- “saLMuip jo s9youey 

- : }UBAIIS BUG 

“Susan ques A 94} JO 1949¥aT, 

*19}1BM BUG) 

‘Zuuiaaursue j JAB ay} Jo sossajoud JUR}SISSY 

: *19}1UM BUG) 

: ‘SutigautSua jo ue 84} JO 108sajo1g 

*J9}1BM BUG 

‘sonvurayyem jo sossajoud quY}sISSy 

*J3a}1¥M BUG 

- ‘soneuiayyeun JO 10889j01g 

: - ‘J9}1VM BUC 

‘Aydosoyiyd jeyuoeysecKe pue pangs JO sossajoad 7.ssy 
° *19}1BM BUC 
- ‘Aqdosoyind yeyusmisadxo pue amen JO 10S89jO1g 
- *19}1VM BUC 
: ‘a}eul $,uoaduns UOSLLIVE) 
: - *J9}IVM BUC) 
*u0aZ.i1Ns UOSLIBL) 

*yepidsoy JO 1a}8BUI- ple AA 

“pendeoy, jO pleMma}g 

J9}IVM UO 

‘a}eul bh pooner [eyidsoyy 

£19}18M BUG 

- ‘uoosins [eyidsoxy 

- ‘J9}IVM BUC) 


*AryuRjUL JO UIe}d¥d B JO “929 ‘AUT 
*AljuBjUl JO UTe}ded B Jo “92g ‘ARG 
*Aayueyjut jo urejdvs v jo -92p ‘Avg 

*Asyuvyjut jo Jofeut v jo *orp SAeg 
*AIVUBJUL JO UIY}ded B Jo *92p Seg 

*Aajuejut jo sofew v jo *d2y ‘Aeg 
“AIVURJUL JO uTe}ded v JO *92p SALT 


*AIVUVJUI JO [2UO]OD JURUAINAT] v JO *d2p ‘ARG 





0 € 


| 
> 
fa 
= 
~ 
mn 
Z 
oS 
ie) 
> 
= 
ia 
< 
aa 
= 
e 
— 
o 
Zz 
© 
& 
iS) 
+) 
= 
a 
= 


0 € 


nln eee ae Bo eed ye i ee ee el 


60 $% 











‘ow aod sia ‘aSva0y | “yova syus9 
*SyVUlsy -yiem ayeatid |-sasioy| soy yuo | gzyeAepaod | = -tyuow "09g ‘yuys ‘sperouss) 
jo Buipjojgs |yoony| aadsavpoqy | suones on | aad Avg 


























*ponunuo)y—*r) 





‘posaysnu pur pafopdwuia Ayjenqoe ayiw youa doy pamoyye si ‘Suryyop9 soy yuour dod ZT-¢ ZO'EF pure ‘douaysisqus 10y Kep sad syu99 Oz to ‘uoyss 
T ‘qquow sad Aed gg tassoy yous Joy yuo Jod gg ye aSvsog Suones sod *s39 OZ yw stvoIYo p,wios yO DoUD\sISqng ‘sUOOStAp WYBy Jo JUoWNSo4 40 ‘L4a]jNa¥ Jo sd109 JY) 0} 4ayseuLAed OU fsa99ULSuUa Jo Sd4od oI) 07 queynfpe on , 








00 £1 | - “plus yoRlg 
00 ¢I - CIEL S| 
00 €1 | - S491 PPRS 
- JIIYyYAy 
Ala} [HVAV Jo JWAUIGE 
‘op ‘op jous 
“op jo Jouundiojsney 
‘op jo sauuny 
(*Sd]qtoUaj Bas JO UIRMS} LOG 
: - ‘ayVallg 
- : *UBIDISN AT 
|e - *jes0ds0g 
- - ‘juvassag 
*Awapesy *[1fq Jo Japeg 
*PIOMS 3Y} JO JapsVpq 
‘saysvul SUIpIy 
- ‘UsISUgy 
: *jaul0g 
‘ - OP PML 
Kav JO 1.puoo pue ‘ogy 
juBuajnaty puodsag 
*yuBuaz Naty Isa 
- Sureydug 
‘soins pediouiuig 
‘uvioisnur jediouts 
*yuvazias sayseuseprenh 
‘sofeut uvas1ag 
*‘ayRUl §,UOaZINg 
- *u0asing 
‘sa}sButsajpIUn?) 
ova ‘sayseuAed 29 7. {py 
- “s0fe yy 
£[2U0]0F pUBUAa}NaI'T 
- *jauojog 


*pury Ul UMBIP suOneY 


*yoRa $)U99 Cz JR SUOTLY ; 


-va ‘equawidinba ‘suse ‘sass0y UMO Jay) 
ystuany fay) uay ‘hep & 18 pamoye siad | 
*UBA Jo saIVALId pus s1994YO P,WOd-ON L 





= 
i] 


*s129qjo Asjury 
-Ul se “929 ‘Ad auies ‘payunow 
jou uayM fsi9dqYjo uoozeIp < 
sve ‘o7p ‘Aed auies ‘payunou 
UdYM *S1ITZULA JY} JO S:IZIIYC 


” 
nr 





L 
“mul Aq poxy Aed ony} 


i er ee ee 
i) ie] 
= QoQ 


_ 
_ 
' 
: 


an 

— 
‘ 
' 


S 
= 
_—— 1 


Lis) 
7 


rman 
' 
man 


nv 
i= 
— 
< 
_ 
fa 
< 
b> 
= 
< 
- 
— 
| 
= 


‘auRg 
*sUJ9} eqns su Led 0} UeIppe uy 


oo 
— 
' 
De ee 
VON 
Oman cacn , 
coum: 
> 
> 
Qn, 
owm 


S 

i) 
QQ = 
onowts 
cS 
i) 


“790949 fig yng *}AR °8409 {ny ON 


S 
4 5 
& 
PO 95's 8 6 5 5 EE 4 0 Bats Se 


psa eeee 
jeer 11g 
[—) 
te) 





























Bl0g 
RIO 
9S.10l Wesesacle ts ts 8 te tlk ll 
ase1oy 


*Avp Jad suones 


S10 J 
‘ON :a0ua}sisqng 


*Aup sed suones 


aFeloy 


*Aep sad suone 
‘ON, :20ua}SISqne 
3 


*Avp sad suonel 
2 


ddB104 
3 
‘Atp sad suonei 
“ON :a0ua}sIsqng 


*pamoy 


[BON 2SU9}e AA 
*pamo] 
SIOWE AN 


“pamo| 


~[@ "ONT 2S8.19}18 4 


*‘pamojje s 
jo "ON 


aoua}sisqng 
aouaisisqne 
aduaysisqug 


*AadVuU9 YO MNVU 


“Syieulsy 


*yjuow sad Avg 
“yjuow jad Avg 
“yyuow sad Avg 
“yjuow sad Arg 
“‘yyuow sad Aeg 
“yyuow sad Avg 





*Pamol]e Sasioy 
“pamo]/e® sasi0y 

*pamo[e sassy 
“yjuow sad Avg 


“Avp jad suone 
"ONT :90Ua}SISqNg 


*Avp sad suoye. 
‘ON 

*Pamoyje sasi0y 
jo “ON 


jo “ON 
jo ‘ON 
JO "ON 



























































*PIMOT]E S:19}IV AA 


*Pamoy/e s1ajzie AA 
| “Pamo]e sasuoy 


a & 


| JO "ON 22) 


‘ON 
“ON 











H 
o 
Zz 
w 
~ 








*“NAWATAIY WY AW. ANI *SNOOOVUd LHOIT “AUATILLUV 40 SdU09 “AMATILLUV LHOIT *SHUFANIONA 10 SdU0d 





























‘penunuoy—" ATNAGAHOS 














REDUCTION OF THE ARMY CONSIDERED. 





TRANSPORTATION. 


PayMastTER GEeNnERAL’s OFFICE, 
City or WasuincToN, October 24, 1818, 


To each company or detachment of one hundred men, shall be allowed one four-horse wagon and team, or two 
two-horse wagons and teams, for the conveyance of baggage and camp equipage, consisting of one common tent, one 
iron kettle,and two tin pans, for every six men. 

When officers are ordered on distant commands, the following rates are to govern in the allowance made to them 
for the transportation of their baggage, at two dollars per one hundred pounds, per one hundred miles : 


Toa major general, = - - - 1,250 pounds. 


To a brigadier general, - - - - - 1000 = do. 
To a colonel, - - - - 750 ~3=6do. 
To a lieutenant colonel, - - - - 600 do. 
Major, - - - - - - 500 do. 
Hospital surgeon, - : - : - 750 do. 
Captain, - - - . - - 400 do. 
Surgeon, - - - - .° - 400 do. 
Subaltern, - - . - - - 300 do. 
Surgeon’s mate, : - - - - 300 do. 
Cadet, - - - - - 200 do. 


The most direct post route will determine the distance for the amount of transportation, whether performed by 
land or by water. : 

To every officer, ordered on general courts-martial, temporary commands, or on other duties, on the seaboard, 
or in the Atlantic States, there will be allowed, if he so elect, in lieu of the transportation of his baggage, his stage 
hire; no delay being admitted on the road. Receipts from the stage offices, or certificates on honor, of the perform- 
ance of the duty wil be required. 

NovemBER 9, 1812. 


No allowance for transportation of baggage to officers fulfilling the first order after appointment. 


May 2, 1814. 


Officers, prisoners of war, are allowed for transportation of baggage, from the places where they are paroled, to 
their respective homes, unless transportation is provided by the enemy or the Government. 


g NATHANIEL FRYE, Jun. Chief Clerk. 
Hon. Joun C. Catnoun, Secretary of War, Washington. 


H. 


QvuARTERMASTER GeENERAL’s OrrFice, October 19, 1818. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to submit a report, exhibiting the allowances to ‘officers at different .periods, as far 
as I have been able to ascertain them. This report, I am well aware, is extremely defective, but it contains all the 
information I have been able to collect from the documents in the public offices here, as well as from other sources. 

The allowance for clothing has undergone but little alteration since the revolution. ‘That for fuel is rather bet- 
ter now than it was then; to troops in camp or quarters, the allowance is a valuable one; but to officers whose duties 
require them to move frequently, it is of trifling advantage. Many officers, and those too the most actively employed, 
are, from their situation, deprived of the allowance. They, as well as the service, would, in my opinion, be bene- 
Sted if an allowance in money could be made in lieu of fuel. 

The allowance for transportation, at the close of the revolution, was estimated in wagons and horses, the expense 
of which I have not the means of ascertaining. To officers travelling on duty, and to those employed on the recruit- 
ing service, the sum of three dollars per day was allowed for their expenses. And it appears that in many cases of 
extraordinary duties, the actual expenses of the officers employed were paid by resolution of Congress. 

I have not been able to find any regulation in relation to the allowance to officers for transportation, or for travel - 
ing expenses, between 1783 and 1801; but in the appropriations made by Congress for the support of the military 
establishment, the travelling expenses of officers were sometimes enumerated. The late regulation which reduces 
the transportation of general officers, and raises that of others, is a fair and liberal allowance, and requires no altera- 
tion. 

The allowance of quarters is ample; but such is the operation of the present regulation, that the active officer is 
the greater part of his time deprived of it, whilst the officer in garrison is able to avail himself of all its advantages. 
I think the service would be benefited if an allowance in money were made in lieu of quarters, to all officers on duty 
who are not stationed at permanent posts, camps, or cantonments. 

At the close of the revolutionary war, officers either received forage in kind, or the actaal cost of it in money, at 
the posts where they were respectively stationed. The present allowance is as liberal as ought to be expected; it 
should not, however, be subject to contingencies, but be made permanent, and paid, whether the number of horses 
required be kept or not. 

From 1783, to the commencement of the late war, the allowance for servants was better than at present; it is now, 
however, sufficient; but the observations made in relation to forage apply equally to it. 

Straw is an allowance to the soldier, and should only be furnished in kind. 

Stationary and camp equipage, though mentioned in the report, are not properly allowances; they are furnished 
merely to enable officers and soldiers to perform their public duties. . : 

For 1801, the sum of one hundred and sixty-five thousand dollars was appropriated for the service of the quar- 
termaster’s department. ; 

For 1811, the sum of two hundred and seventy thousand dollars was appropriated; and for 1818, the sum of four 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars was found necessary. ‘This increase is to be ascribed rather to the extension of 
our frontier, to the increased price of supplies, and to the situation of our military posts, than to the increase of the 
army. The supplies for the troops stationed on the Mississippi and its tributaries are transported at much greater 
expense than formerly; the increase of population is so rapid in the new States and Territories, as to consume the 
greater part of their surplus produce. Supplies for the og 4 are, therefore, necessarily drawn from a distance, and 
those intended for the posts on the line extending from the lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, have to encounter the rapid 
currents of the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Arkansas and Red river; and as our posts are every year extending in 
that direction, the expenses of the department must necessarily increase. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
. te TH. 8S. JESUP, Quartermaster General. 
The Hon. Joun C. Catuoun, Secretary of War, Washington. 
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H—Continued. 
Allowance of clothing at different periods. 
Each non-commissioned officer, musician and private, per annum. For 5 years. 
a| & | 
. -|S/).2] } | a B 
eigisiti=a | ‘ ia. 2 
213/4/2\/$/% | 3 S |g a = al2|.le| le a 
S$ = = 2 | ° ; =, — a Q ° gw 
at wuat Peniops.| 2 | 7 Ef ala ps s 2 =|. = a c 3 = |S x ae E 2 |S als 8 
FIS(/S/8/ S/S) 2) .| F)] 815] Ss 18 [Zl slslelsleigiselsisisl5ls 
SIZISIS SlZVE 2) 5) 8) 4] 2 FB lots sMslsldelissssisio 
S/S (SS SSS 2) El 2/2] S (SES slstelslelSlsla'isieie 
SISOS SSS GAH Ree cee eee som 
In 1783, - 1 l 1 1 2 1| 4 2 4 1 1] 1is1}l]-]-]- 1/1 | 
In 1801, - 1 1 - 2 - 4 1 | 4 2 4 1 - |= |L}L]-]l}-}]-)-}-j1 
In 1815, - 1 l . 2 2 2 1 4 2 4 l - | - }-}1L}-}1}-]1}1)1 
In 1818, - 1 . - wt te 2 -| 2 2 3 . - | - |-]LILP LI] 2] 1] -| -| -[/2)2;3]/2) 2 
QuarTeRMASTER GENERAL’s Orrice, October 19, 1818. ; 
TH. S. JESUP, Quartermaster General. 
Allowance of fuel at different periods. 
1783. 1801. | 1815. 1818. 
Monthly allowance. 
TO WHOM. Bn - 
* | Winter. Summer. | Winter. Summer. | Winter. Summer. 
| | if 
Cords.|Cords.| Feet. Cords. Feet. Cords.| Feet. |Cords.| Feet. Cords.) Feet. |Cords.| Feet. 
| 
| | | 
Major generals, -| 18 2 4 1 2 6 | - 1 | - 6 - 1 
Brigadier generals, -| 18 2 4 1 4/4 | 4 1 - 4 4 I 
Quartermaster general, 18 2 - l - | 3 | - 1 - 4 4 1 
Adjutant general, -| 18 2 - 1 - | 3 |] - 1 - 3 - l 
Assistant adjutant gen., 9 - - - a 3 - 1 . 3 - 1 
Colonel, - - 9 1 4 - 6 3 | - 1 - 3 - 1 
Lieutenant colonel, = - 9 1 4 . $is i -.« 1 « 3 . l 
Major, - - 9 1 4 - 6 |3 | - 1 - 3 - 1 
Captain, - - 44] 1 - - 4 ;1 | 4 - 4 1 4 - 4 
Subaltern, - - 44} 1 - - S$ i «i@ - 2 - 6 - 2 
Chaplain, - - 9 l - - 4/1 ] 4 - 4 1 4 - 4 
Judge advocate, - - l - - 4 l | 4 - 4 1 4 - 4 
Surgeon, : - 44; 1 - - 4 1 | 4 - 4 1 4 - 4 
Surgeon’s mate, . 44] 1 ° . 4} -+-1]3 . 2 ° 6 . 2 
Every eight non-coim- 
missioned officers, mu- | 
sicians and privates, - | - 1 - - 4 | 
Every six ditto, - - - - - a | - - 4 | 1 . - 4 






































Allowance in 1801, increased one-third above the 39th degree. 


the 40th degree, for December, January, and February. 


Allowance of transportation at different periods. 


Allowance in 1818, increased one-fourth above 








To 


WHOM, 





Major general, 
Brigadier general, 
Colonel, - 
Lieutenant colonel, 
Major, 
Quartermaster general, 
Adjutant general, 
Judge advocate, 
Chaplain, - 
Captains and subalterns of 
Captain, 
Subaltern, 
Surgeon, 
Surgeon’s mate, 
Cadet, 
A company of 75 men, | 
A company of 100 men, in 
A company of 78 men, in 





a regiment, 


1815, 
1818, 














1783. 1801. 1815. 1818. 
4 horse 2 horse Pounds of | Pounds of | Pounds of 
wagons. wagons. | baggage: | baggage. | baggage. 
1 1 - 1,250 1,000 
1 - - 1,000 900 
$ - 750 750 800 
3 - 600 600 750 
3 - 500 500 700 
unlimited, m - ° 900 
2 - - - 800 
- - - - 700 
- - - - 700 
l 
- - 400 400 600 
- - 300 400 500 
- : 500 400 600 
- - 300 300 500 
- - - 200 450 
1 
1 
1 
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H—Continued. 


Allowance of quarters at different periods. 



























































1783. 1801. 1815. 1818, 
TO WHOM. 
Rooms. | Kitchens.| Rooms. | Kitchens.| Rooms. | Kitchens.| Rooms. | Kitchens. 
Major generals, - - - * ° - : 3 1 3 1 
Brigadier generals, - - - - 4 1 2 1 2 1 
Quartermaster general, - - - - 3 1 1 1 2 1 
Adjutant general, - - - - . . . 1 1 1 1 
Colonel, - . - - - 2 - 1 1 1 1 
Lieutenant colonel, - - - ° . 2 . 1 1 1 1 
Major, - - - - - 2 - 1 1 1 1 
Ca tain, ” ° e o = 1 ° 1 ° l 
Judge advocate, - : . ° ‘ ‘ 1 7 1 
Chaplain, - - - - . ° ‘ l . l 
Hospital and regimental surgeon, - - ° . s l . 1 
‘Two surgeon’s mates, - - - - 1 - 1 - 1 
Two subalterns, - - - : - 1 ° 1 - 1 
Post surgeons, - - - - - - ° - - 1 
Regimental and battalion paymasters, - - - - - - 1 
Surgeon, - - . - - 1 - 1 - 1 
Allowance of horses at different periods. 
1783. 1801. 1815. 1818, 
TO WHOM. =a 
Number of} Monthly | Monthly | Number of 
Horses. | allowance. | allowance.| Horses. 

Major generals, - - - - - - 7 $20 $20 7 
Brigadier generals, - - - - - 5 16 16 5 
Colonels, - - - - - - 2 - 12 4 
Lieutenant colonel, - - - ° - 2 12 11 3 
Chaplain, - - - - - - 1 : 10 3 
Adjutant general, - - - - - - 4 16 - 4 
———— general, : : - - - |unlimited. 20 - 5 

eputy quartermaster general, : - - - 2 12 - 3 
Assistant adjutant general, - - - - - 2 ° ° 3 
Judge advocates, - - - - - 2 - 10 3 
Surgeon, - - - - - 1 10 10 2 
Adjutant, - - - - - - 1 6 6 2 
Quartermaster, - - - - - - 1 6 6 2 
Surgeon’s mate, - . . : - : - 6 6 2 
Major, - - - - - - 2 10 10 3 

















_ Remarxs.—1802.—Officers travelling, and sitting on general courts-martial, or attending as witnesses, allowed, 
in addition to their transportation, one dollar per day for those entitled to forage, and one dollar and twenty-five 


cents to those not entitled to forage. 


) tit This allowance continues at this time. 
cations, or opening military roads, allowed fifteen cents per day, and an extra gill of whiskey. 


Soldiers employed at work on fortifi- 


Price of forage at the several posts allowed when not drawn in kind. Eight dollars per month for each horse 


actually kept in service. 


Allowance of waiters at different periods. 























, 1783. | 1801. | 1815. 1818, 
GRADES OF OFFICERS. 
Number allowed. 

Major generals, - - - - - : 4 - 4 4 
Brigadier generals, - - - - - 4 - 3 3 
Quartermaster general, . - - - 4 2 - 3 
Adjutant general, - - - - - - 4 

Colonel, - - - - - 2 - 2 2 
Lieutenant colonel, - - - - - 2 3 1 2 
Major, - - - - : - l 2 1 2 
Captain, - - - - - - - 1 1 1 
Lieutenant, - - - - - - - 1 1 1 
Surgeon, : : - - - : - 2 1 1 
Surgeon’s mate, - - - - - - - 1 1 1 

| 


2 








| 
) 
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H—Continued. 
Allowance of stationary at different periods. 
1783. 1801. 1815. 1818. 
H : A 3 
e s 
SS ES FS > 
= 2 =| i <3 ro sc 
TO WHOM. = zz] & 3 3 S 
elgit| Fi al 2) Elaesléeletlatlé 
si|S/S|/s/ 2/2) 3 |]3 |S] 3 | 2 | 
si|Si3s/| ‘3 & ‘3 ‘Ss a ‘S 3 = Ss 
— ee 2 2 4 o = o 4 = o 
Major general, or officer com- y P oe 
manding division or district,} -| -| -| - - = ‘Unlim’d|Unlim’d)| = |Unlim’d/Unlim’d go 
Every other general officer com- =. = 2 
manding abrigade,  -| -| -| -| - - = 24 Za| * B= 
Every officer commanding a = =F zs 
regiment or battalion, : Kad Meek et ee - = | 18 1 ez] 18 1 2% 
Officer pone yy separate | aa > 
st or garrison of two com- os xs 
panies, “hs - -| -| -] - 4] 24 1 S 12 1 BS = ss 
Officer commanding a separate i} =e PF 
post or garrison of five com- -d as ae 
panies, - - -| -] -| - 436 1 S 18 1 22 2s 
For the use of every compan -| -]| -] 2 1 g 12 1 =— | 12 1 = 
Major, - ad - ” ° « ° 2 ° es 6 1 es 3 Se 
Captain, ° ° hahicolh sO t- 1S 2 : "2 3 “3 
Lieutenant, - - -| - -| -] 2 - =. 2 - 2 3 2 
Surgeon, - - -| =| -] -] 2 - e 2 - =" 3 = 
Surgeon’s mate, - -| -| -| -] 2 - 2 - > 3 7 
Allowance of straw at different periods. 
1783. 1801. 1815. 1818. 
TO WHOM. ————_—_—_— 
Ibs. allowed. Ibs. allowed. Ibs. allowed. Ibs. allowed. 
Every 2 men for the period of 32 days, - - 44 44 44 
Allowance of camp equipage at different periods. 
1783. 1801. 1815. 1818. 
a . a P 2 ° g ° 
TO WHOM. e/ 3 e)/ 3 =| 2 e| 8 
s/S/2/e/2)2)s/8| 2) e|Sl2 
Ela] &/ 2/ a] &| €] 6] &| €] alg 
BG, Ele) | 8) 2) §)8]5/&! sis 
O/OTF/O;O;R/O;O;& [O10 |= 
Every 6non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, -| -/| -/ -| -/|/ -| 1/1/2/]1/]1/]2 









































Surceon Generav’s Orrice, November 16, 1818. 


Sir: - 
In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to submit the following report: ; 

In deciding upon the component parts of the ration, to be furnished the army, it must be obvious, that so far as 
the health of the troops is concerned, those will of course be the best which afford the greatest quantity of good, nu- 
tritious matter, from a given quantity of food; but as the soldier is, in general, his own cook, it is also necessary that 
they be of sucha nature, as to enable him effectually. to extract this nutriment in the easiest and most simple man- 
ner. The first will depend on the habits of the soldier, previous to enlistment, and the last upon the mode of cook- 
ing, which the experience of the army has found most convenient and advantageous. 7 

It is a well known fact, that every animal, in order to enjoy health, strength, and vigor, must be supplied with 
food adapted to its habits, whether natural or acquired. The former cannot in most cases be essentially changed, 
without serious consequences; the lion, for example, cannot subsist on Sav or the ox on game; while in others, the 
digestive organs may, by degrees, become so accustomed to unnatural food, as to render it not only consistent with, 
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but necessary to health; thus, the horse may be taught to live on meat. Hence it follows that a ration perfectly 
adapted to the wants of a Cossack might be totally useless, and perhaps injurious, to an American; for man may, 
in this respect, be considered a genus, the several species of which are determined by the age, country, or tribe to 
which he belongs; the Greenlander and the Hindoo, the ancient Spartan and the modern epicure, would find nearly 
as much difficulty in subsisting upon the same food as the wolf and the sheep. 

Such being the effect of custom, it must be evident, that whenever a man has confirmed his natural propensities 
by long habit, any change, especially a sudden one, will be attended with most injurious, if not fatal, effects; and 
this is precisely the condition of the American soldier; for if the natural diet of man is altogether vegetable, and if 
the people of this country differ but little in their mode of living from that pointed out by nature, and are “also accus- 
tomed toa great variety, and consequently too frequent changes in the several articles of their diet, it must be 
obvious that a ration composed of bread and meat only, and chiefly of the latter, cannot be consistent either with 
**comfort, convenience, or health.” 

That man was not originally carnivorous is proved by history, both sacred and profane; and this is confirmed by 
the fact, that nearly all those animals, whose usefulness depends upon their health, strength, and vigor, or upon_ the 
nutritious quality of their solids, such as the horse, elephant, camel, mule, sheep, and most of those used for food, 
subsist upon vegetables; while the carnivorous species, as the tiger, wolf, dog, and even the lion, though they possess 
a greater degree of agility, from their natural conformation, have nothing of that real strength and vigor, which ren- 
ders the former animals important assistants to us during life, nor of that healthy embonpoint, which makes some of 
them equally useful after death. 

The same is true with respect to man, in his present unnatural state; the natives of this country, who subsist 
pay on game, those tribes of Bedouins, whose deserts scarcely afford food for their cattie, and the Green- 
lander, whom necessity has taught to live upon dried fish and blubber, are all from their general habits hardy, but 
they are, cxteris paribus, inferior to the Hindoo, whose fear of feeding upon his grandsire confines him to pulse and 
light vegetables; much less have they the s¢amina of those whom our second nature, habit, has accustomed to a judi- 
cious mixture of both these kinds of food. 

Custom, it is true, renders a certain portion of animal food necessary to produce the highest state of health and 
vigor; but it is believed the quantity required for this purpose has been exceedingly overrated. This has arisen from 
observing that certain classes of men, noted for their health and strength, indulge largely in such kind of diet; but 
the conclusion by no means follows from the premises, for these same men will also indulge in large potatiens of 
ardent spirits, and various other excesses, without apparent injury; this, therefore, only proves what they can dear, 
and not what is dest for them. 

The correctness of the position will further appear from the diet found necessary for the delicate and the valetu- 
dinarian; there the great difficulty is to procure food sufficiently light, that is, of sufficient bulk to satisfy hunger, 
without too much nutriment to oppress digestion; for physiologists, when discoursing upon the digestive organs, and 
the quality of food best suited to them, have shown that the former requires from the latter what they have termed 
the ms of distention, as well as a due degree of excitement from nutritious matter, to produce healthy action; 
that a certain bulk is as necessary, as a certain quantity of nutriment; and that so far as one of these is increased 
at the expense of the other, so far the diet varies from the healthy standard. ‘Thus it not only appears that a vege- 
table diet is natural to man, but we are taught its modus operandi; and that although it actually contains much less 
nourishment than animal matter, yet, from its being in a state of subdivision, it is so diluted, as it were, as to be fully 
acted upon by the stomach; whereas, ina more concentrated form it becomes an unnatural stimulus, and destroys 
the powers of the digestive organs. 

Now we may conclude, a priori, that the diet of the people of this country will be that which is best suited to 
them; for such is the facility of obtaining the means of subsistence, that even the laborers in our cities, —— the 
poorest class of men among us, are enabled to procure most of the articles supplied in the markets; and such is the 
profusion with which we are blessed, that these consist of almost every thing the palate can desire, or the stomach 
digests being, therefore, under no restraint from poverty or scarcity, it is to be presumed they would follow, in a great 
measure, the indications of nature; and that this is a fact, will appear from a cursory reflection upon the mode of 
living in the different parts of the country; for when we take into account the quantity of farinacea, employed in 
bread, pudding, &c., the great variety and abundance of fruits and of the lighter vegetables, in addition to the more 
nutritious ones, as pease, beans, rice, potatoes, and many roots, it is probable four-fifths of our diet is vegetable, and 
perhaps two-thirds, in every case. Even at dinner, when meat is most used, it is generally in this proportion, and it 
constitutes but a small part of our morning and evening meals. ‘There are no doubt exceptions, but these proportions 
will be found in general correct. 

The cheapness of living, however, not only enables the mass of our population to procure food of the best kind, 
but also to obtain a great variety of the essential articles, and many even of the luxuries of life; there are few who, 
to fish and poultry, and almost all the vegetablesin use, do not add tea, coffee, sugar, spices, and other condiments; 
and with this variety of food they are accustomed to no small variety in the mode of preparing it. The very gene- 
ral use of tea, or some other warm effusion, at the morning and evening meals, is a point of no small importance; 
and nothing but experience can fully convince one how severely the want of it is felt, and of course how necessary 
that or a substitute is for the health of the soldier. 

But, secondly, the experience of the army proves, that not only the habits of the soldier previous to enlistment, 
but also the mode of cooking found most effectual and convenient, requires a material change in the component 
parts of the ration. For since the business of cooking belongs in civil life almost entirely to females, when a man 
is confined to bread and meat, he is not only suddenly deprived of his accustomed means, but is entirely ignorant of 
the best mode of employing them afforded him; and one of the last things a young officer or soldier learns is, how to 
manage his domestic concerns; though he svon becomes acquainted with the necessity of this knowledge, both for 
his health and his comfort. 

Vhen a recruit receives his ration, if the meat be fresh, he broils it to a cinder on the coals, on the end of his 
ramrod; if salt pork, he eats it raw; and if salt beef, he boils it; and with his bread, will make a pretty good meal 
for some time, but in the morning and evening he feels the want of his usual infusion of tea, and at noon his custom- 
ary supply of vegetables. As a substitute for the former, he warms his stomach with a gill of undiluted, corrodin 
whiskey, and, after living a few weeks in this way, is sent to the surgeon, worn down with dysentery, diarrhoea, an 
other complaints of the stomach and bowels; if the surgeon be sufficiently acquainted with his ap | to give him a 
light diet of soup, fresh vegetables, and hospital stores, instead of loading him with medicine, he is shortly restored 
to health; and, from the same causes as before, as shortly returned to the hospital, and after being for some months a 
burthen to himself and the community, he is either buried, or discharged service, and puneee pensioned. This 
is a process, which every one on duty during the late war has repeatedly witnessed, which occurred with the ma- 
jority of those enlisted, and which rendered the muster-rolls of the army a.mere list of invalids. ; 

Whenever the mortality was great, during the late war, it was attributed to the quality of the ration; but the 
fact is, it was, on an average, as good at these places as usual; and that this was the case, is proved from the 
circumstance, that the regiments, at these stations, commanded by experienced officers, as well as those in the vi- 
a were often in a great measure exempted from disease. : ’ 

‘There were two corps. one noted for their good police, and the other for their depredatiors on the fields and 
gardens of the citizens, who were a continual proof of the true cause of this difference in the health of the men; for 
experience soon taught both officers and men the importance of preparing their food in the form of soups; and when- 
ever this was done, either in consequence of police regulations, or from the soldiers obtaining a supply of the neces- 
sary ingredients, the good effects were constantly observed; and from what has been adverted to relative to the diet 
natural to man, and the rationale of its operation, the reasons must be obvious. i ee 

It is true the same judicious arrangements, which not only obliged the men to cook their provisions in the 
best manner, but also provided them with the necessary ingredients, would conduce to their health in various ways; 
but when, as was the case in the corps above alluded to, change of position or circumstances produced the same result 
upon those = had no police at all; and the only apparent difference in their situation arose from their being able 
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to obtain a variety of articles, in addition to their ration, and to prepare them in a suitable manner, there can be no- 
doubt that the nature, and not the quality of the ration, was the true cause of its effects. This is also confirmed by 
the practice found most beneficial in the hospitals, as most patients require only a proper diet to restore them to 
health, while animal food in a solid form was generally nauseated. 

One of the divisions of the French army, in 1810, was so far reduced by diarrhoea and dysentery, as to produce a 
full and satisfactory investigation of its causes; and it was clearly shown, in amemoir of the surgeon general of the 
division, to arise entirely from the ration to which they had for some time been confined. Being unable to obtain 
the usual supply of vegetables, they were furnished, like our army, with bread and meat only, and principally the 
latter, which was in general salted pork; so that the effects of such a diet are not peculiar to our own country. 

In fact, if we compare our ration with that of the French and English, the two nations probably best instructed 
in most military matters, the defects of the former will be apparent. 


‘They are as follows: 


French. English. American. 
Bread 24 1-10 02. or Flour or Flour 18 oz. 
Biscuit 17 3-4 oz. Bread 24 oz. Beef 20 oz. 
Fresh meat or Beef 16 oz. or Pork 12 oz. 
Salt beef 8 oz. or Pork & oz. Whiskey 1 gill 
Salt pork 6 1-2 oz. Peas 1 gill 
Rice | oz. Butter or 
Dried pulse 2 oz. Cheese | oz. 

Wine 2 gills, (nearly) Rice | oz. 


Brandy 1-2 gill. (nearly) 

From this it appears the American has more than twice as much meat as the French, and more even than the 
British soldier, while our ration of bread is about two-thirds of theirs, although we have no other vegetable. It 
should also be observed, that the British issue no ardent spirits, and the French but a small portion, though their 
habits, in this respect, render such an allowance at least harmless. ; 

Since, then, the health, and, of course, the efficiency of an army depends so much upon the ration, this subject 
becomes one of no small political importance; and an “old soldier” of our country, in his * Advice to young 
Generals,” has very pertinently commenced with ** the belly,” as he considers a man’s stomach to have an essential 
effect both upon his ability and his inclination to fight; and, among other causes of the almost universal success of 
the armies of barbarians, and especially of semi-civilized nations, their being subject to little or no change in their 
mode of living when in actual service, is a very prominent one; for they are not only less liable to be diminished by 
disease, but they add to the full enjoyment of all their physical powers the no less important moral effect of high 
health, and consequent good spirits, the want of which generally completes the destruction of a beaten and retreating 
army. 

Among the ancients, the ration of the soldier was principally, if not entirely, vegetable; and it is well known 

‘ what immense burthens they carried, what fatigues they underwent, and what surprising marches they often per- 
formed; this, however, probably depended, in a great measure, like the success of the armies above alluded to, upon 
the little change required in their mode of living when called from their homes to the field. 

Whenever, therefore, the progress of civilization, or the natural fertility of a country, enables the mass of the 
population to habituate themselves to a degree of luxury in living, it becomes necessary, in time of war, to put in 
requisition the wealth and means these very circumstances produce in time of peace to counteract the evil. If an 
army of barbarians required less in the field, they had also fewer resources; and since experience has shown the 
impossibility of accommodating our habits to our supplies, it becomes necessary to adapt our supplies to our habits. 
‘The truth of these remarks will appear from considering that, in the progress of almost every nation from barbarism 
tc civilization, the point at which their armies have been most formidable and efficient is that where they unite the 
hardihood of the former to the resources of the latter, where they have the use of wealth and science, without having 
— to abuse them. This may be exemplified in the history of the Russian empire, since the time of Peter the 

reat. 

Although not immediately connected with this subject, it may be well to observe, that what has been advanced 
in relation to the ration is applicable in the fullest extent to the medical attendance and supplies of our army. The 
soldier who, previous to enlistment, had no physician but nature, no nurse but whom chance or charity furnished, and 
who never knew what comfort and convenience were, will easily struggle through a disease that would be inevitably 
fatal to one who had been from his infancy accustomed to every assistance that professional skill and the solicitude 
of friends, aided by a competency at least, can afford. 

But, from the multiplicity of charitable institutions among us, even our paupers are better attended and furnished, 
when sick, than the soldier can possibly be, without liberal supplies from the public, assisted by an effectual organ- 
ization of the medical staff, a rigid observance of regulations, and a strict attention to duty. Policy and economy, 
therefore, no less than humanity, require attention to this subject; since, in addition to the loss of much time, it 
costs the public several hundred dollars to supply the place of a good soldier, who might often have been saved fur 
the twentieth part of that sum. 

Sutling, also, is a subject that deserves to be particularly noticed, since it is of nearly as much importance to 
the health, comfort, and convenience of the army as the nature of the component parts of the ration. ‘To the officers 
it is more so; for, both in time of peace and in active service, they are generally stationed so far from cities and 
villages, as to render them altogether dependent upon the occasional supplies of the irregular followers of a camp; 
and, too often, money cannot procure a decent meal. From the experience of the late war, there can be no doubt 
but this circumstance alone rendered the service on the frontier more unpleasant and unpopular, and caused more 
desertion, if it may be so termed, than all others together. In fact, it often amounted to absolute want; for, after 
living a few weeks upon the soldier’s ration, diarrhoea and dysentery would render bread and meat as useless as 
stocks and stones. And, even when the camp was surrounded with hucksters, they extorted in a short time all the 
money an officer possessed, for supplying him with a bare subsistence; so that it too often happened that those, par- 
ticularly in the subordinate grades, were, from absolute poverty, obliged to descend to habits and practices totally 
inconsistent with the character of officers or gentlemen. It would frequently require nearly all the pay and emolu- 
ments of a captain to discharge his mess-bill; the situation of subalterns, therefore, may be well imagined, since the 
scarcity of supplies rendered it almost impossible to adapt one’s living to his means. 

Feeling the importance of this subject, commanding officers repeatedly attempted to obtain and secure regular 
sutlers, who, from having the exclusive right to sell to their corps, might be able and willing to furnish them regu- 
larly at alow rate. But this was found impracticable: in the first place, from the irregularity with which the army 
was paid; and, secondly, from the small security the sutler had for his money. The former was, of course, the 
chiet cause of the latter. 

I have known an honest and faithful man lose from 800 to 1,000 dollars by the death, desertion, and discharge of 
soldiers, who had not been paid for many months, and some of them for two years. ‘The consequence was obvious: 
the sutler was soon obliged to quit his business, and, in the mean time, to charge an enormous profit to make up for 
these losses, in addition to those arising from the hecessity of borrowing money or purchasing at a long credit, and, 
of course, at a great advance. 

In actual service, perhaps, the troops cannot a!ways be regularly paid; some mode should therefore be adopted 
to secure the sutler his just and authorized demands in all cases, which, | apprehend, might be easily effected. If 
this were done, he could furnish a mess of ten men with all the groceries, &c. they require for ten dollars per 
month; whereas they now spend one-half their pay for occasional supplies of the very worst kind; and, at the same 
time, a mess of officers might live better for three dollars per week than they oftex do for four or five times that sum. 
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In the British army this subject has received the attention it deserves; so that one of their regiments is generally 
better supplied, and at a cheaper rate than any of the neighboring citizens; and it is surely of equal importance to 
us, if, without costing the public acent, we can by suitable laws and regulations enable both officers and men to 

urchase health and comfort for half the money they now pay for imposition and disease. 

Before quitting this point it should be observed, that no important arrangement for the army can be considered in 
the abstract; there is such a mutual dependance of all military regulations, that it is often impossible to foresee the 
consequences of bad ones. 

From the want of proper and regular supplies, for example, the important subject of messing has been almost 
entirely neglected. An officer, instead of finding his regimental mess a comfortable home, in which he feels an 
interest, and to which he is pleased to return, submits with reluctance to a few months of privation and hardship, 
and then commences his operations to effect a retreat to the interior, and leaves his place to be temporarily supplied 
by another equally discontented sojourner; and it isa fact, no less important than true, that those commanding offi- 
cers, who have made the greatest progress in regimental police, have the least trouble in calling home their wander- 
ing officers, and keeping them there. It is in vain to say, as is often the case, that a soldier must expect these 
things; for, like all others, he will, to a certain extent, consult his own convenience. The camp at French Mills, 
in the fall of 1813, was sufficient proof that the comforts of officers are of no small importance to the public; for as 
soon as they found themselves in the wilderness, without houses or food, they not only quitted their posts upon the 
most trifling pretences, but many, who would have faced the enemy with pleasure, fled from privation in a manner 
that came little short of desertion. After what has been observed upon the nature of the ration, the necessity of a 
regimental grocery for the health as well as comfort both of officers and men, will not probably require further 

roof. 
4 With regard to the articles best suited to compose the ration, it is necessary that they be,not only adapted to the 
habits of the soldier, but also of such a nature as to be easily procured, of a good quality, and capable of being pre- 
served from injury in the several parts of the country where they are to be used. eat flour is easily damaged in 
all places, and in that state is extremely prejudicial to health. Most of the diseases of the troops during the late war 
were, by general consent, attributed to the ration; but though by no means true to the extent believed, it was too 
often so; and, nine times in ten, damaged flour was the noxious article. At French Mills, particularly, where the 
mortality was almost incredible, the flour was unfit for any human stomach. Where it can be obtained, therefore, 
kiln-dried corn meal is far preferable to flour in every respect; but where it cannot, the evil may in a great measure 
be remedied by causing the latter to be baked in the form of hard biscuits, which can not only be preserved a much 
longer time, but are more palatable and less injurious when damaged, and far more nutritious when good, than the 
soft bread furnished to or made by the soldiers. 

This, it is believed, is a matter of no small importance, not only on account of the bad effects of damaged flour, 
but from the fact well known to many valetudinarians, and most physicians, that hard bread, or soft bread toasted, 
is much more easily digested, and affords more nutriment, than in any other form, however good the quality may be; 
and since a pound of this bread will be equal to a pound of flour, the baking will be but little if any additional 
expense. 

_” the same reason that kiln dried corn meal should, in many cases, be substituted for flour, bacon ought to be 
furnished instead of salt beef and pork; at the south, particularly, this change appears absolutely necessary for the 
health of the troops. With this alteration, and a proper reduction of the quantity of the meat, this part of the ration, 
provided a due proportion of it be fresh, would be as good as can possibly be required. 

As to the additional vegetables that may be substituted for part of the ineat, the kinds best adapted to this pur- 
pose, on every account, are those used by the British and French, viz: peas, beans, and rice; they may be obtained 
in abundance, and generally at a low rate; and if issued either regularly or occasionally, would not only promote 
the health and comfort of the soldier, by approaching nearer to his accustomed food, but by enabling him to introduce 
frequent changes in his mode of preparing it. 

The deleterious effects of ardent spirits, particularly in the army, are well known; for, in the reports of sick, 
** sudden death from intoxication” is no small item. It is suggested, therefore, whether this troublesome poison 
should not be altogether excluded, and the healthy drinks of molasses and water, or beer, substituted for it. If I am 
rightly informed, by supplying molasses and the essence of spruce, one quart of beer may be furnished for about the 
same sum as one gill of whiskey. The necessity of this will be more evident when it is remembered that, in fact, 
the soldier has at present only water with his meals: for, notwithstanding all regulations, he will make a morning 
dram of his whiskey, which is one chief cause of its injurious effects. 

At the request of the surgeon attending a post, where the men were severely attacked with dysentery this last 
summer, the commanding officer stopped the whiskey altogether, and an immediate check was given to the disease. 
This, however, is but one of many instances of the good consequences resulting from such orders, and particularly at 
the south, during the summer months. 

Almost all classes of men among us are accustomed to the free use of spices and other condiments, particularly 
of pickles; which, on account of the vegetable acid they contain, are both a pleasant and healthy stimulus to the 
stomach. Indeed, vinegar is of great use on many accounts; it is one of the best correctors of the superabundance of 
bile, induced by an unnatural or long continued stimulus; whether it be the excessive heat of a warm climate, an 
abundance of animal food, or that of a crude consistence, or a too free use of ardent spirits; in the latter case, as well 
as where laudanum or other narcotics have been taken, it seems to act as a specific. Whenever, therefore, the sol- 
diers ave supplied with the lighter vegetables, as cabbages, beets, cucumbers, &c. which may, by suitable arrange- 
ments easily be done, especially on the peace establishment, there can be no doubt of the benefit of allowing a suffi- 
cient quantity of vinegar to furnish them with a regular supply of pickles, and even without these it might be used 
with greatadvantage, and would generally be very acceptable in its simple form. Aj 

If, from these considerations, it should appear that the health of the army requires alterations in the ration, they 
will be of still greater weight when we remember, that, from the nature of our pubiic institutions, the greater part of 
our force in actual service does, and will for many years, consist of militia, of men who must necessarily, in all 
cases, be suddenly taken from their customary habits and comforts, and exposed to all the oo and privations 
of the soldier, without any of his advantages; the effects of this have been too lately and too severely felt, to be soon 
forgotten; and it is suggested whether this circumstance be not of sufficient importance to have a very considerable 
influence in deciding not only the nature of the ration, but of all those supplies upon which militia, when on duty, are 
equally as dependent as the regular soldiers; and as every able-bodied citizen is liable, at a moment’s warning, to 
‘eel the necessity of having these supplies as good as practicable, he will have less objection to furnish his portion of 
any additional expense that may be necessary to insure their provision. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
JOSEPH LOVELL, Surgeon General. 


Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


(J.J 
REGULATIONS OF THE SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT. 
Commissary GENERAL. 
general of subsistence will be stationed at Washington, and will have a general superintendence 


The commissary hing! enc } 
of his department. ‘He will make all estimates ot expenditures for his department, regulate the transmission of 


funds to his assistants, receive their returns and accounts, and adjust them for settlement. 


Assistant CoMMISSARIES. 


It shall be the duty of the assistant commissaries or storekeepers to receive and account, in the manner hereafter 
prescribed for all subsistence stores intrusted to their charge, and to make and transmit to the proper accounting 
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officer, through the office of the commissary general, all returns and accounts. They will not receive subsistence 
stores from the contractors, until duly inspected according to the terms of the contract. 

In case of failure on the part of the contractor, or a deficiency of rations, the assistant commissary, stationed at 
the depot where such failure happens, shall give immediate notice thereof to the commissary general; and shall, at 
the same time, make purchases of the necessary supplies on the best terms possible. 

It shall be the duty of the several assistant commissaries or storekeepers, stationed at the depots where subsist- 
ence stores shall have been inspected and delivered agreeably to the conditions of the contract, to give the contractor 
duplicate receipts for the same, stating at — the articles, as enumerated in the contract. 

Whenever it is found necessary to forward subsistence stores to an out-post, the assistant commissary or store- 
keeper, stationed at the depot, will require the necessary transportation of the quartermaster’s department, and will 
forward, with the supplies, tripiicate invoices, two of which will be receipted and returned by the receiving commis- 
sary, and one of them must accompany the monthly return of stores received and issued. 

The assistant commissary or storekeeper will be held strictly accountable for the good condition of the supplies 
when turned over to the quartermaster’s department for transportation. They will be held accountable for the safe 
keeping and storage of al! supplies intrusted to their charge, and they will require of the quartermaster’s department 
good and sufficient store-houses for that purpose; and it will be their duty to examine frequently into the state of the 
stores, and to prevent damage or waste of any description. 

Should subsistence stores become damaged or unfit for issue, the assistant commissary or storekeeper havin 
them in — will report the same to the commanding officer of the post, who is hereby authorized and required 
to institute a board of survey, to be composed of two officers, when the service will permit; otherwise of two respect- 
able persons well qualified, to act under oath; and all stores found damaged and unfit for issue, from causes other 
than neglect of the assistant commissary or storekeeper, shall be condemned and sold—the auctioneer’s bill of sucii 
sale to accompany the account current, and an invoice of the stores thus condemned, with the cause of damage, cer- 
tified by the board of survey, to accompany the monthly return of stores received and issued; and in case the board 
of survey be of opinion that stores have been damaged by neglect of the assistant commissary or storekeeper, they 
will make out an invoice of the articles damaged, and certify the same to the commissary general at Washington, 
who will have the amount of such damaged articles charged to the assistant commissary or storekeeper in his ac- 
counts with the United States. 

Issues to the troops will be made on provision returns signed by the commanding officer of the post, agreeably to 
the form hereafter prescribed; and at the end of every month the assistant commissary will make out duplicate ab- 
stracts, which will be compared with the original returns, and certified by the commanding officer of the post; one 
of which abstracts must accompany the monthly return of stores received and issued. Issues will be made for men 
in hospital, on returns of the senior surgeon, for the whole or parts of rations. When parts only are drawn, the 
assistant commissary will, on requisition of the surgeon, purchase and issue eggs, fowls, milk, or other articles of 
oe ae in lieu thereof, which he will account for in the same manner as other subsistence stores purchased and 
issued. 
Abstracts for issues to the hospital will be made out by the assistant commissary, and certified by the surgeon in 
the usual form; one of which will accompany the return of stores received and issued. 

Officers commanding recruiting parties, distant from depots, will enter into a written contract for the rations 
necessary for his party, first giving the necessary public notice for proposals. ‘The issues will be made on returns 
for the complete ration, of which abstracts will be made at the end of each month, certified in the usual form. A 
duplicate or certified copy of the contract will be forwarded to the commissary general at Washington. 

When troops are detached to points where there is no assistant commissary, the commanding officer of the post 
or detachment may appoint an officer to do that duty, who will, while acting, be entitled to the additional pay of an 
assistant commissary; but as such appointments are only necessary to meet the casualties of service, the officer thus 
appointed will not be considered on pay after he has ceased to perform the duties. Officers making appointments of 
this nature will forthwith report them to the commissary general at Washington. 

The assistant commissaries will be located by the commissary general at the several permanent depots and estab- 
lished posts, and they will not be removed but by orders from the commanding general of the troops, or the com- 
missary general of subsistence, except when posts are evacuated, or in case of courts-martial; in the latter case, a 
suitable person is to be appointed by the commanding officer to do that duty. 

A reasonable per centage will be allowed for unavoidable waste in issuing provisions, to be accounted for in the 


monthly returns of stores received and issued. 
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Dr. The United States, in account current for expenditure in the subsistence department, with Cr. 
A. B. assistant commissary. 
Date. Amount. Date. | Amount. 
June 30, 1819, | To amount paid per abstract, | $2,560 Junel, - | By draft in my favor, on 
No. 1. the Treasurer of the | 
United States, - | $2,560 
{ 

















I certify, on honor, that the above account current exhibits an accurate and true statement of all moneys received 
and paid away by me, on account of subsistence of the army, and heretofore accounted for, and that a balance ol 


dollars and —— cents is due. 





, assistant commissary of 





Abstract of purchases made on account of subsistence of the army, by 
subsistence, for the month of 
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June 30, 1819, 1 A. B. -| -|40] -/|100/900; - | - 50 | 400 | 300 | $2,560 
























































1818.] REDUCTION OF THE ARMY CONSIDERED. 809 





—_ 


J—Continued. 


I certify and attest, on my word of honor, that the purchases were made agreeably to the above abstracts, and 
that the sums were actually paid as charged. I also certify and attest, on my word of honor, that I was wholly 
uninterested in the purchase, and that the articles were procured at the lowest market price. 





, during the quarter ending 





Return of provisions received and issued at 
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Pork} Salt |Fresh|Bacon.|Corn |Flour|Peas.|B 1s x Fa 

Beef,| Beef. Meal SIS le 2) © 
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April —, 1818, | - - | On hand, as per last return, 
A. No. 1, to | Contractors and others, - 


B. No. 1, to | By purchase, - - 


Total to be accounted for, - 














Abstracts. To whom issued. 
May 12, - | Aa. No. 1, to | Asssistant commissaries and 
others, - . - 
June 1, - | Bb. No. 1, to | Condemned and sold, - 
June 5, - | Cc. No. 1, to | Issued to the troops, - 
June 30, - | Dd. No. 1, to | Issued to the troops, - 





Total issued, &c. - 











On hand, June 30, 1818, - 













































































Abstract of provisions issued from the 


to the to the troops of the United States, stationed ——, 
under the command of 


, by A. B., assistant commissary of subsistence. 
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I certify that I have carefully examined the above abstract with the original returns now in my possession, and 





find a correct and true account of the issues to the troops at -—————, under my command, in the month of : 
amounting to rations fresh beef, rations bacon, rations pork, rations flour, 
rations corn meal, rations peas or beans, rations whiskey, rations salt, 


rations soap, rations candles, and rations vinegar. 
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J—Continued. 








Provision return for Captain A. B.’s company, regiment of for four days, commencing 1st, and 


ending 4th June, 1819. 
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The assistant commissary, C. D. will issue agreeably to the above return. 
E. F. Colonel of Infantry. 





The United States, To A. B. Dr. 
To 100 barrels of fine flour, at ten dollars, - . - - - $1,000 
To 40 barrels of prime pork. at twenty dollars, - ° . e . 800 
To 900 gallons of proof whiskey, at sixty cents, - - - - - 540 
To 50 bushels of salt, at one dollar, - . . . . 50 
To 400 pounds of candles, at twenty dollars, = - - - - - 80 
To 300 gallons of vinegar, at thirty cents, - - - : 90 

$2,560 








June 30, 1819, received of C. D., assistant commissary of subsistence, $2,560, in full of the above amount. 
Signed duplicate receipts. E. 





Invoice of subsistence stores forwarded by , assistant commissary of subsistence, stationed at Fort Mc- 
Henry, to C. D. assistant commissary of subsistence, at Fort Severn, Annapolis. 


Sixty barrels of fine flour. 
Thirty barrels of prime pork. 
Sixteen barrels, containing five hundred gallons proof whiskey. 
Ten bags, containing thirty bushels of salt. 
Seven boxes, containing two hundred pounds of candles. 
Four casks, containing two hundred gallons of vinegar. 
Triplicate, : . B. 
Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 
Fort SEvERN. Received the above, 1818. 


Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 
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ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1819. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 22, 1818, 


Department oF War, December 19, i818. 
Sir: 
I have received your three letters of the 16th and 17th instant, in relation to the estimates of the War Depart- 
ment for the year 1819; in answer to which I respectfully submit, for the consideration of the committee, the reports 
and statements upon which the estimates were formed. It is believed that they will afford a much fuller and more 
satisfactory view of the reasons which governed the Department in determining the amount of the respective appro- 
priations which have been asked for, than could be presented within the ordinary limits of a letter. The documents 
are so voluminous, that, to avoid the trouble of copying, I have transmitted the originals; and I must request of you 
to return them, after the committee shall have done with them. Should it be thought advisable to lay any part of 
them before the House, they can be copied for that purpose. ; 
Under the head of ** pay of the army,” it is estimated that there will be a probable balance, at the end of the 
year, of about $300,000; and, consequently, that sum may be deducted from the —— of the ensuing year. 
Orders have been given to suspend the works at Rouse’s Point until the line between the United States and 
Lower Canada shall be determined. The sum of $200,000, which was estimated for it, will probably not be required, 
and may be omitted in the appropriation for fortifications. ; a 
Since the estimates were formed, the contracts under the new system for supplying the army with provisions 
after the Ist of June next have been completed, and it is ascertained that a reduction may be made under the head 
of subsistence. The contract system will terminate on the Ist of June next. To complete the deliveries under the 
present contracts until that time will probably require the sum of $303,441; and it is estimated that the expense of 
subsistence from the Ist of June, 1819, at which time the system of supplying the army by commissaries will com- 
mence, until the Ist of June, 1820, cannot exceed $503,700; but as four-fifths of the rations will be required, by the 














1818. } ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1819. 811 





terms of the contracts, to be delivered between the Ist of June, 1819, and the Ist of January, 1820, the sum of 
$403,160 will be necessary to meet the deliveries in 1819; and, consequently, the whole appropriation required for 
the next year, under this head, will be $706,601, instead of $858,125, the sum stated in the estimate. 

On a review of the estimate for clothing, it is believed that the sum of $400,000 will be ample; and, consequently, 
$30,000 may be subtracted from the estimate. 

Document marked E* will show on what grounds the sum of $50,000 is asked for the medical and hospital depart- 
ment. On the Ist of January last it was estimated that there was a balance of $15,000, which, added to the sum 
appropriated for the current year, viz: $15,000, makes $30,000, as applicable to the service of this year; in addition 
to which, there was transferred to this item, by order of the President, during the present year, the sum of $50,000. 
The disbursements in the medical and hospital department will probably not fall short of $70,000 during the present 


ear. 
By the statement from the Ordnance Departinent, marked G*, it will appear that no new contract has been made 
during the present year for cannon, except with Wirt & Clark; and, consequently, the estimates under that item 
are on account of old contracts, and wil! be necessary to meet the engagements under them. It will also appear 
that the sum of $70,000, instead of $50,000, will be required for the arsenal at Augusta. The estimate for the 
arsenal at Frankfort is to complete the works commenced there. 

The appropriations already made of $200,000, on account of subsistence, and $50,000 for arrearages for holding 
Indian treaties, will of course be deducted from their respective items in the general appropriation. 

There will probably be a balance, under the head of bounties and premiums, of near $30,000; which sum will be 
applicable to the service of the ensuing year, and may be taken from the sum contained in the estimates. 

The appropriations made for the current expenses of the army, for the year 1818, amounted to $3,599,245, which, 
of course, cucludes the disbursements for fortifications and ordnance, which are of a permanent nature. The appro- 
priation asked for the current expenses of the year 1819, ——s the same disbursements, and estimating the 
expense of subsistence under the new system of supplying the army, for seven months only, (viz: from the Ist of 
June, 1819, until the Ist of January, 1820,) amounts to $3,077,789, making a difference of $521,456. 

The estimates have been formed on the supposition of our military establishment being full, which, in that case, 
would consist of 12,656 officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates. 

If further information should be required, it will afford me pleasure to give it. 


I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


EnGIneerR DeparTMENT, October 12, 1818. 

Sir: 

Agreeably to your orders of 29th August, 5th and 25th of September, I have the honor to present the subjoined 

report and estimates of the sums which will be required to be appropriated for the engineer department, tor the 
year 1819, comprising the following heads and amounts: 


Fortifications, as per statement and schedule A, - - - - - $838,000 00 
Military academy, - - . B, - - - - - 35,640 00 
Engineer office, - - - Cc, - - - - - 3,990 00 
Arrearages, - - - YD - - - - - 3,440 00 
Survey of western waters, - - E, - - - - - 6,500 00 








Total amount, - - - - 


A. 
FORTIFICATIONS. 


$887,570 00 


It has been determined by the War Department that the fortifications which may be hereafter constructed upon 
the Atlantic, and Gulf of Mexico frontiers, shall be permanent works, and of dimensions adequate to the defence 
of the positions or passes which they may occupy. This mode of construction is the best calculated to secure the 
object for which fortifications are erected upon the extreme seacoast of the Union, namely, to protect the impor- 
tant and valuable points. It is also true economy. The expense once incurred upon the above principle, will not 
require to be repeated. An important variation in the mode of conducting the disbursement on account of fortifica- 
tions has also been commenced by order of the War Department, to wit: in lieu of the common mode of purchas- 
ing materials, and hiring artisans to put them together in the works, the whole works are to be contracted for, to 
be erected and finished for a specified sum; the contractors furnishing any material and workmanship—sufficient 
bonds being taken to ensure a faithful execution of the contract under the supervision and direction of an officer of 
engineers. In relation to the foregoing principles, the following works are to be constructed, viz: On the Gulf of 
Mexico frontier. at (No. 1,) Barrataria, on the west end of Grande Terre, commanding the entrance into Barrataria 
bay; (No. 2,) Placquemine Turn, on the banks of the Mississippi river, sixty miles below New Orleans; (No. 3,) 
Bayou Bienvenue, near lake Borgne, covering the approach to New Orleans through that lake. 

No. 4, Chef Menteur. These two works are to be upon the margin of the passes into Lake Pontchartrain, to 

No. 5, Rigolets. cover the approach of the rear of New Orleans and the country above. 

No. 6, Mobile Point. These two works command the entrance into Mobile bay. The whole expense of 

No. 7, Dauphin Island. } these works will be three millions of dollars. Of the above mentioned, the most impor- 
tant have been contracted for, to wit: Nos. 4, 5, 6,and 7. -These four works will cost $1,800,000, and are to be 
completed within four years. 


Dauphin Island, $632,000, to mount 118 cannon. 
Mobile Point, 632,000, do. 118 do. 





Rigolets, 268,000, do. 64 do. 
Chef Menteur, 268,000, do. 64 do. 
Total amount, = - - - $1,800,000, 364 cannon. 





Consequently, for the year 1819 it will be necessary to appropriate for these four works from the fund on hand, 
and which may be' appropriated, $459,000. Two of the contractors, for the above have left the Atlantic States, with 
artisans and cargoes of materials, te commence the works in the ensuing December, under the directions of officers 
of the corps of engineers. 


CHESAPEAKE BAY. 


The fortifications to be constructed in this important estuary, and at the mouth of the ———— which disem- 
bogue into the bay, are depending upon some contingencies not yet adjusted; they have, however, been so far set- 
tled as to enable the Government to determine to fortify the entrance into Hampton Roads, at Old Point Comfort, 
and upon the Rip Rap Shoals. The work contemplated for Old Point Comfort is to mount two hundred and fift 
cannon, and the one upon the Rip Rap Shoal to mount two hundred and fifty cannon. ‘These extensive works wil! 
cost about $3,000,000. The contracts entered into will require an appropriation for the year 1819, from the fund on 
hand, and from what may be appropriated, amounting to $330,000. The contracts are made for the foundation of 


* The statements E and G are not to be found. 
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the work upon the Rip Rap Shoal, and for Old Point Comfort; the work at the former place is ressing; abo 

two millions of bricks, and about twenty thousand perch of building stone, are collected at Old Point Comfort® cnier 
the care of an officer of engineers. ‘The work at this position will commence next spring. Of the other contemplated 
works in Chesapeake bay, between the Middle Ground and Horse Shoe, or Fork river, St. Mary’s, and Baltimore 
I refer to the report upon that subject made by the Board of Engineers. P 


DELAWARE BAY. 


The key to the water approach by this bay is the Pea Patch; an enclosed work has been recommended and 
adopted for this position, to mount one hundred and twenty cannon, which will cost $300,000. For the year 1819, 
I recommend that $100,000 be appropriated from the fund on hand, and from what may be appropriated. The 
work is progressing under the direction of an officer of engineers, who will have completed the foundation of this work 
in the course of a few weeks. The foundation is altogether of — the Pea Patch being an island of soft mud. Stones 
are collecting to commence the superstructure of this work at the opening of the next spring. To complete the defence 
of this pass, it will be necessary to occupy with works the shoals of the adjacent Delaware and New Jersey shores; 
and to aid the whole, two steam batteries will be requisite. As this part of the plan is not yet mature, I shall not re- 
commend any further appropriation for the pass for the year 1819. 


NEW YORK HARBOR. 


The only work now progressing in this harbor is a castellated tower, building at the Narrows, upon Hendrick’s 
reef; it will mount ninety-six cannon, and will cost $275,000; it is more than half finished, and can be completed in 
the year 1819, and will require $110,000 to be appropriated. The other positions which must of necessity be occu- 

ied to complete the defence of New York, are, first, Sandy Hook: second, Staten Island; third, west end of Long 
sland; fourth, Brooklyn Heights; and fifth, Frog Point, near the Sound. ‘The estimates for these works not being 


completed, I shall not recommend any specific appropriation for them. 
LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 


The positions which it has been thought necessary to occupy at the northern extremity of this ,lake, are Rouse’s 
and Island Points, in the vicinity of each other, and of the boundary line between the United States and Canada; 
the whole of these works being contemplated to withstand a siege, and will mount nearly three hun- 
dred pieces of cannon. For these works, for the year 1819, I recommend that $200,000 be appropriated. The works 
have been commenced under the direction of an ee officer, and are now progressing: do not at this time 
recommend any appropriation for the positions at the eastern extremity of Long Island, Rhode Island, Boston, 
Portsmouth, Portland, or Penobscot harbors, or for those positions which are south of Chesapeake bay, on the At- 
_—_ frontier; because the Board of Engineers have not yet had an opportunity to examine and report in relation to 
them. 

The following statement, and recapitulation of the foregoing items, will show that it will be necessary to appro- 
— $838,000 for fortifications for the year 1819, in addition to the a fund which will be on hand, on 31st 

ecember, 1818. The reason why this unexpended balance remains on hand. will be obvious, when it is censidered 
that the works contemplated, when the last appropriation was made, have not been commenced, because the plans of 


them were not fully determined upon until late in the current year, to wit: 


Gulf of Mexico frontier - - - - - - - $450,000 
Chesapeake bay - . - - - - - 330,000 
Delaware bay - - - : - - - 100,000 
New York harbor - - - - - - - 110,000 
Lake Champlain - - - - - - - 200,000 
——— $1,190,000 


To which sum I add the difference between it and the amount of the subjoined statement, ($1,438,000 
which difference will be required for such new works as may be adopted from the surveys which 
are now making, and the contingencies attending the same - - - - - 248,000 


$1,438,000 








Statement of the unerpended balance of fortification fund. 
$1,038,289 82 


On hand 16th April, 1818 


Amount expended to 6th of October, 1818,as perreport F, — - - - $363,030 00 





Amount that will probably be expended by the 31st of December, 1818 - - 75,269 82 

— 438,289 82 
Amount of fortification fund on hand, unexpended 31st December, 1818 - - : $600,000 00 
To this sum I add the amount which is recommended to be appropriated for the year 1819 = - 838,000 00 


$1,438,000 00 


B. 
Estimate of the expenditures necessary to be made at the Military Academy in the year 1819. 
For quarters for the superintendent, - : - - - $5,000 
Four houses for professors and teachers, at $3,900 each, - - - - 15,600 
Stationary, | - - - ° - - : 2,000 
Books and library, - - - - - - 2,000 
Fuel for 80 cadets’ rooms, - ; - 940 cords. 
For the staff steward, offices, bombardiers and guard, 700 cords. 
1,640 cords, at $54, and $4 for distributing, 9,840 
Repairs, _ . . ° . . - . 2,000 
Contingencies, - - - - - - - 3,000 
: $39,440 
Amount of fund on hand, 16th April, 1818, —- . - - $9,591 14 
Probable expenditure to 3ist December, 1818, - - - 5,791 14 — 
oe ’ 


. - * $35,640 


Amount necessary to be appropriated for the year 1819, - 


N.B. The two first items in the above estimate for the Military Academy, amounting to $20,600, are for 
buildings long since contemplated. They are required for the comfortable accommodation of the officers ef that 
institution. e existing buildings do not afford the room required. As the nee 
ture, it will be seen that the current annual expense of the Academy will be reduced t 


will be of a permanent struc- 
o $18,840, 
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Estimate of the expense of an office for the Engineer Department for the year 1819. 


Rent of an office until Ist of June, 1819, four rooms: one for the chief engineer, one for the clerks, 


one for maps, plans, books, &c., and one for drawing, - - - - $ 200 00 
Hire for two clerks, $1,000 and $1,200, . - - - - 2,200 00 
Fuel for seven months, - - - - . - 336 00 
Books, maps, and stationary. - - - - - - 1,000 00 
Advertisements, . . - - - : 254 00 

$3,990 00 
D. 
Estimate of arreerages in forming the Engineer Department at Washington. 
Office rent, = - : . . - - $ 120 00 
Clerk hire, eight months, at $90, . - - - . 720 00 
For the purchase of maps, charts, and plans, by order of the War Department. - - 2,000 00 
Stationary, tables, chairs, drawing boards, advertisements, &c. - - - 600 00 


$3,440 00 








E. 
Estimate of the expense of making a survey of the watercourses tributary to and west of the Mississippi; also of 
those tributary to the same river, and northwest of the Ohio river. 


For a small steamboat. to draw 18 inches of water, with the requisite equipment for the voyage, . $5,000 00 
For astronomical and surveying instruments, and stationary, - - - 1,000 00 
Contingencies, - - - - ” - - 500 00 

$6,500 00 








Respectfully submitted: 
J. G. SWIFT, Chief Engineer. ° 
Honorable J.C. Carnoun, Secretary of War. 
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NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF THE ARMY, ITS DISTRIBUTION, AND NUMBER OF 
ORDNANCE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, JANUARY 12, 1819. 


To the Senate of the United States: January 11, 1819. 


In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 5th instant, requesting me to ‘* cause to be laid before 
it a statement of the effective force now composing the military establishment of the United States; also, a state- 
ment of the different posts and garrisons at and within which troops are stationed, and the actua! number of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates at each post and garrison, respectively; also, to designate in such 
statement the number of artillerists, and the number and caliber of ordnance at each of the said posts and garrisons,” 
{ transmit a report from the Secretary of War, which, with the documents accompanying it, contains all the informa- 


tion required. : ‘ 
JAMES MONROE. 


DeprartMENT OF War, January 11, 1819. 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 5th instant, requesting the 
President of the United States “ to cause to be laid before the Senate, as soon as may be, a statement of the effec- 
tive force now composing the military establishment of the United States; also, a statement of the different 
posts and garrisons at and within which troops are stationed, and the actual number of officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates at each post and ‘garrison, respectively; also, to designate in such statements, the number of 
artillerists, and the number and caliber of ordnance at each of the said posts and garrisons,” has the honor to trans- 
mit to the President of the United States a report of the Adjutant and Inspector General, marked A., and one from 
the colonel of ordnance, marked B., which comprehend all the information required by the resolution. 

J. C. CALHOUN. 


ApsvuTANT AND INspecTor Genera’s Orricr, January 9, 1819. 
Sir 
I have the honor to lay before you a return of the army, by corps and regiments, and a detailed report of posts, 
showing the names and rank of the commanders, the corps, and the number of officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, at such as are garrisoned. The names and situations of all permanent works, and the num- 
ber of cannon at each, are given, as well those that are unoccupied, as those where troops are at present stationed. 
This report, which I believe contains all the information required from me in relation to the resolution of the 
Senate of the 5th instant, is consolidated from the latest returns on file in this office. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with perfect respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PARKER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
The Secretary or War. 
103 m 
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B. 
Sm: Orpnance Orrice, January 11, 1819. 
I have the honor to transmit a return of ordnance, mounted and dismounted, at the several posts and stations, 


agreeable to the latest returns received at this office. vor ~ ie WADSWORTH Colonel of ord 
;. nance. 


The Hon. Jonn C. Catnoun. 


———  —— 


Statement of ordnance on hand at the military posts and depois of the United States, from returns received at 
the department of ordnance, up to the 31st December, 1818. 






























































| MOUNTED ORDNANCE. DISMOUNTED ORDNANCE. 
cS oe Iids- |S Soma 
Ee ofr) s je (83/2 de is 2 5 
@slEe la [S ick se: |S a = sz 
Polcsul gle |S@ Bs [Sc yg) Te lealo§ 
STATIONS. SSS Sclesl@ glen | s= |sS5| €S [OZ] -e 
Zolo Szlesl esis #] So [9 2s) SE Sols 
Nee wey & es 5o|3 62 rae n= & s&s = S| —@ 
Psle@ Sle ZN. WF] Fe [ENS] $2 in a 
‘Seles Sl Sia les | eS Sark) 2 = |S-ces 
pMlce Sole isa ES |2e | = lsolse 
SIs k2 lS few |S lee (2 Is [ee 
= mS & WM OS > nae fm Mm ip ay 
United States’ armory, Springfield, Massachusetts, -| - : 2] - . a 2 2 
Fort George, Castine, Maine, - - -| - 4 8} 2 
*Harbor of Portland, Maine, - - | BF @ 44's 2 
Harbor of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, - -| -] 35 | 13] 1 2 
United States’ arsenal, Charlestown, Massachusetts, - | 2 3 | 15] 4 « 4 8 8 1 
United States’ arsenal, Marblehead, Massachusetts, - | -| 27 4] - . ° 6 1 
Harbor of Boston, Massachusetts - -| 4] 24 | 10] 4] - - 23 - -| 4 
Harbor of Newport, Rhode Island, - -; 3] 16 4| 2 ‘ 6 65 15 3 
Harbor of New London, Connecticut, - -| - 7 5] 1 “ ° 36 4 
Harbor of New York, - - -| 5}236 | 12] 2) 5 4 70 22 - | 33 
West Point, New York, - - -| 2 2 6] 2 . 8 - 3 7 
United States’ arsenal, Watervliet, New York, -| - - -| - - 3 59 51 4 
U. S. arsenal Rome, and depot Batavia, New York, - | 1 6 2] - “ 1 - 7 1 
Fort Pike, Sackett’s Harbor, New York, - -| 5] 10 9} 1 1 ° - 21 4 
Fort Niagara, New York, - - -| 1 7 7| 3 
Harbor of Plattsburg, New York, - -| L} 10 | 10] 8 ‘ 2 - 4 
United States’ military store Sag Harbor, New York, - | - 4 
United States’ laboratory, city of New York, -| 7] 18 | 34] 2) . 3 
U. S. arsenal, Philadelphia. including Wilmington and 
Newcastle, Delaware, - - -| - - -| - é 1l 42 | 115 | 18 
Forts Mifflin and Gaines, Philadelphia, — - -}| -| 49 5| 1 2 4 16 - 2 
United States’ arsenal Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, -| - - -| - ‘ - 72 78 | 23 
Fort McHenry and its dependencies, Baltimore, -| 5] 20 6] - , o 19 2 2 
United States’ arsenal, near Baltimore, Maryland, -| - 2 -| - P 4 22 14 | 10 
Fort Severn, Annapolis, Maryland, - -| - 4 7] - i - - 1 
Fort Washington, Potomac, Maryland, = - -| 1 . “tat % ° 5 8 -| 2 
U. S. arsenal Greenleaf’s Pt. and Little Falls magazine, | - - oR ‘i 21 | 117 | 103 6/1 6 
United States’ arsenal near Richmond, Virginia, -| - - -| - - - 69 86 | 30 
Harbor of Norfolk, Virginia, - - -}| -| 82 /11 4 : . 3 1 
Fort Powhatan, Virginia, a : “es 5 | 19 
Fort Hampton, Beaufort, North Carolina, - -| - 5 3]. - 17 
Fort Johnson, Smithville, North Carolina, - -| - 8 6 
Newbern and Wilmington, North Carolina, -| - - 2 
Harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, - -| 1] 48 6] 4 rm : 11 6 
United States’ arsenal, Charleston, South Carolina, -| 5 3 2] 5 ‘ - 38 5 
Fort Scott, Georgia, - - -| - - 1] 1 a - - 2 
Fort Wayne, Savannah, Georgia, - -| - : -| - : - 15 2 
Fort Hawkins, Georgia, - - -| - - SF « . : - 1 
*Fort Jackson, near Savannah, Georgia, - -| -; 8 3 
Fort Charlotte, Mobile Territory, - «| « ° 4) 4 a . 1 16 
Fort Boyer, Mobile Territory, - seen 4 Ta - 3 6 
New Orleans, Louisiana, - - «of F Pies 1 < 10 18 2 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, ° . “ef =) « 2 | 
*Petite Coquille, Louisiana, = - - -| -| 8 3 
*Fort St. Philips, - - - -}| 1] 40 5| 3 
*Fort Claiborne, Natchitoches, - af « ; 15 
*Fort Wayfe, Ohio, - - -| - - 2 
*United States’ arsenal, Newport, Kentucky, -| - - ii. : a 5 l 
*United States’ depot, Detroit, Michigan Territory. - | - - si. - - - 3 
*Belle Fontaine, - - - -| - 2 8/2 
*Fort Clark, Indiana Territory, -| - - 2 
*Fort Osage, Indiana Territory, - -| - - 1! 1 
*Fort Harrison, Indiana Territory, - -| - - 1 
*Fort Armstrong, Indiana Territory, - -| - 1 5| 7 
*Fort Edwards, Indiana Territory. - -| - ° 2 
*Fort Crawford, Indiana Territor+, - «ff « ~ 2| 3 
*Michilimackinac, Indiana ‘Terrizory, - -| - 2 /11/| 3 
Fort Dearborn, Chicago, - - «}« ° 2 
Gross Isle, Michigan Territory, - -| « - 1 
Fort Shelby, Detroit, Michigan Territory, - - 3 5 | 3 . - 1 6 1 
Fernandim, Amelia Island, - - -| - 2 2) 2 ° - ° 2 
Fort Sullivan, Eastport, Maine, - -| - 4] 2 
United States’ depot, Hartford, Georgia, - -] - - 1 
United States’ depot, Pensacola, - -| - - 4| - +. ok : 1 
Forts Gaines and Gadsden, Georgia, - -| - 2 | 3] 3 | j 
Fort Gratiot, Michigan Territory, - -| - - 5] 1 | 
44| 754 |344|s0] 15 | 71 | 797 | 621 [116 | 45 














OrpnancE Orrice, WasuincTon, January 11, 1819. 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, Colonel of ordnance. 
*From returns dated 31st December, 1817. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





15th Conaress.] No. 171. [2d Session. 


EXTRA PAY TO SOLDIERS ON FATIGUE DUTY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 15, 1819. 


Sim: Department or War, January 14, 1819. 


In conformity with the resolutions of the House of Representatives of the 6th and 7th instant, ‘* directing the 
Secretary of War to report to the House of Representatives the present strength and distribution of the army of the 
United States, and to subjoin to such report the number and value of the extra days’ labor performed by the several 
detachments thereof, respectively, in the pond ending on the 30th day of October last, upon roads or other objects of 
fatigue duty; together with a statement of such objects, if any there are, of a similar nature, to which it is contem- 
plated to direct the labor of the troops in the current year, distinguishing the sums expended on roads; and, alse, 
to include in the report of the strength of the army called for by the resolution of the 6th instant, the amount in 
value, if mz. of the extra compensation in subsistence, clothing, or pay, allowed the troops for extra Jabor during 
the year ending on the 30th of October last, in fatigue duties, distinguishing that which has been bestowed in com- 
pensation for labor on roads,”’ I have the honor to state that the report which I had the honor to lay before the 
House, the 18th November last, in compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 20th of 
April, 1818, gives the strength and distribution of the army of the United States. 

The report of the Third Auditor of the Treasury Department, transmitted herewith, furnishes ‘* the number 
and value of the extra days’ labor performed by the several detachments of the army, in the year ending the Ist day 
of October, 1818, upon roads and other objects of fatigue duty.” In relation to “* such objects of a similar nature, 
to which it is contemplated to direct the labor of the troops in the present year,” I have to state, that it is contem- 

lated to employ the soldiers, as far as practicable, upon the road between Plattsburg and Sackett’s Harbor, in the 
State of New York; upon the road from Detroit to Fort Meigs, in the State of Ohio; upon the road from the Muscle 
Shoal, in Tennessee, to Madisonville, &c., and upon fortifications and the repairs of barracks, particularly in con- 
structing the barracks at Baton Rouge. No extra subsistence, except whiskey, nor extra articles of clothing, are 
allowed to soldiers while employed on extra labor; when a greater quantity of clothing than what is allowed by fixed 
regulations is issued, its value is deducted from the pay of the soldier. _ 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN C. CALHOUN. 


The Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. 
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THE MILITIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 22, 1829, 


Mr. Harrison, from the committee upon the improvement in the organization and discipline of the militia, made the 
following report: 


That, having had the subject under their consideration, and finding that a bill containing a system of organization 
and discipline, reported at the last session, was before the House, they have nothing further to offer on the particular 
points contained in the bill. But as it is their opinion that, if the bill should be adopted, it will be advancing but a 
single step towards the attainment of the important object of rendering the militia, in all cases, a substitute for a 
standing army, they have directed their attention towards some ulterior measure by which it might be'effected. ‘The 
have been enabled to devise none better than that which is contained in the report made to this House on the 17 
January, 1817; and they beg that the following extract therefrom may form a part of their report: 


“The great difficulty to be encountered is the application of a system of discipline or military instruction to a 
great population scattered over an immense territory. 

** The accomplishment of this object, at once, is evidently not within the power of the Government. To instruct 
the present militia of the country, to any useful extent, would require a larger portion of their time than they can 
possibly spare from the duty of providing for their families, unless they are liberally paid: to pay them would absorb 
all the resources of the nation. ‘The alternative appears to be to direct the efforts of the Government to instruct sucha 
portion of the militia as their means will allow, and which woald produce the most beneficial result upon the whole 
mass; leaving to the effects of another system the gradual introduction of those military acquirements which, in a 
republican Government, it is so essential for every citizen to possess. Acting upon this principle, and believing that 
the instruction which it is in the power of the Government to give would be more usefully bestowed upon the whole 
of the officers and sergeants of the militia, than upon any particular class the sections of the bill which relate to this 
part of the subject have been adopted by the committee. ‘They have also considered it to be proper to annex some 
estimates of the annual expense of the system they recommend. 

** Although it may be considered that, by presenting a bill for the organization and classification of the (militia, 
and the exposition of their motives which accompany it, the committee have performed the task assigned them by 
the resolution under which they acted, they have, nevertheless, believed it to be their duty to submit some further 
views, the result of their deliberations upon this important subject. ; 

“ This course may be more excusable, as the committee have no hesitation in acknowledging that the plan embraced 
by the bill is a mere expedieut—a choice of difficulties—a system which, although it will place the militia upon a 
much better footing than they have before stood on, yet is not likely to produce that great desideratum—that in- 
dispensable requisite in a Government constituted like ours—the diffusion of a military spirit and military informa- 
tion throughout the great mass of the people. 

** The part of the subject which still remains to be discussed will be best understood by dividing it into two dis- 
tinct propositions: 

“Ist. Is it desirable that the whole male population of the United States, of the proper age, should be trained to 
the use of arms, so as to supersede, under any circumstances, the necessity of a standing army? 

** ad. Is it practicable? 

** The solicitude which has been manifested by the great men who have successfully filled the office of Chief Ma- 
gistrate of the United States, for the adoption of a system of military discipline for the militia, which would produce 
the effect contemplated by the first proposition, sufficiently manifests their sense of its importance. The subject 
was often and warmly recommended by the Father of his country, and, at an early period of his administration, a 
plan for the purpose was proposed by the Secretary of War, and, being corrected agreeably to his suggestions, was 
submitted to the National Legislature. It is believed that objections to the expense and supposed difficulty of exe- 
cuting this plan, and to its object, was the cause of its being rejected. Is the opinion which prevailed at that period, 
that an energetic national militia was to be regarded as the capital security of a free republic, less apparent at the 
present? Has any thing since occurred, either in the history of our own or of any other’ country, to show that a 
standing “* army, forming a distinct class in the community,” is the proper defence of a Government constructed 
like ours? Do the events of the late war show that discipline is not necessary for the militia? or does the present 
aspect of the political world afford so much security as to justify the indifference which prevails in providing an 
effectual national defence? 

** [t is impossible that any American can recur to many of the events, and particularly to the concluding scenes of 
the late war, without feeling that elevation of mind which a recollection of his country’s glory is calculated to pro- 
duce. There are, however, others, and not a few, that are eminently calculated to show that an immense sacrifice 
of blood and treasure can be distinctly traced to the want of discipline in the militia. The glorious success which, 
in several instances, crowned their efforts was the result of uncommon valor, or of valor united with the advantage 
of a position suited to their peculiar character. The greater part of the American militia, accustomed from their 
early youth to the use of fire-arms, are doubtless more formidable than any other troops in the world in the defence 
of a line or rampart. Victories in the field are gained by other qualities; by those disciplined evolutions which give 
harmony and concert to numerous bodies of men, and enable whole armies to move with the activity and address of 
single combatants. Let our militia be instructed, and America would be equal to a contest with the rest of the world 
united. ‘The improvements which have been made in the art of war since the commencement of the French revolution 
give greater advantages to invading and disciplined armies, acting against those of a contrary character, than they 
before possessed. This arises from their increased activity, produced by the great multiplication of their light troops: 
the celerity of movement given to the artillery; and, above all, to the improvements in the staff, placing the subsist- 
ence of large armies upon a footing of security beyond what was formerly supposed to be possible. An improvement 
in tactics, which gives advantages to the professed soldier who fights for conquest over the citizen who bears arms 
only in the defence of his country, is perhaps to be regretted, and no alternative is left to the latter but to perfect 
himself in the same arts and discipline. It is believed that there is no instance on record of a republic, whose citi- 
zens had been trained to the use of arms, having been conquered by a nation possessing a different form of Govern- 
ment. Small republics have been overthrown by those which were more powerful, as Saguntum destroyed by Car- 
thage, and Numantia by Rome: but it has been observed of those Governments. that ‘ their walls and towers became 
their funeral piles, leaving nothing to their conquerors but their ashes.” 

** The committee cannot conceive that any aspect, however pacific it may be, which the Governments of Europe 
may for the present have assumed towards this country, should be used as an argument to procrastinate, even for a 
day, any measure calculated to render their future hostility abortive. It cannot be believed that any real friendship 
can exist in the breasts of the sovereigns of that continent for a Government'which has been founded upon principles 
so opposite to theirs, and which, by the happiness it diffuses, affords an eternal satire and reproach upon their con- 
duct. Whatever security, then, may be derived from their policy, none can certainly be expected from their forbear- 
ance, whenever, from a change of circumstances, they may think it proper to change their policy. ‘The liberties of 
America must, then, be preserved as they were won—by the arms, the discipline, and the valor ot her free-born sons. 

**But the defence of our country against a foreign enemy does not constitute the only (perhaps not the chief) mo- 
tive of military improvements to the extent contemplated by the propositiun we are considering. The safety of a 
republic depends as much upon the equality in the use of arms amongst its citizens, as upon the equality of rights; 
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nothing can be more dangerous in such a Government than to have a knowledge of the military art confined to a 
part of the people, for sooner or later that part will govern. k 

* The eifects of a possessed by afew, to control numbers without, is to be seen in all the despotic Govern- 
ments of modern, as well as ancient times. 

‘In general, however, the subjects of those despotic Governments, which preserve their authority by standing 
armies, are not allowed the use of arms; but the use of arms is not alone sufficient. A striking example of this is to 
be found in one of the Grecian republics. The Spartans were enabled, by the force of discipline alone, to keep in 
subjection for ages the Helots and other ancient inhabitants of Laconia. ‘These men were not only allowed the use 
of arms, but upon almost every occasion formed the greater part of the Lacedemonian army; nor were they deficient 
in bravery; but they were not permitted to learn that admirable discipline which distinguished the Oplites, or heavy 
armed infantry of Sparta. 

‘* Another important consideration, urging the diffusion of a military spirit amongst our citizens is, the counter- 
poise it will afford to that inordinate desire of wealth, which seems to have pervaded the whole nation, bringing with 
it habits of luxury, manners, and principles, highly unfavorable to our republican institutions. 

** The first effect of this state of society is the substitution of a standing army for a national militia. Upon this sub- 
ject, the committee beg leave to make a quotation from the report of General Knox, corrected by President Wash- 
ington. ‘It is,’ says the patriotic fSecretary, ‘ the introduction of vice and corruption of manners into the mass of 
the people, that renders a standing army necessary. It is when public spirit is despised, and avarice, indolence and 
effeminacy of manners predominate, and prevent the establishment of institutions which would elevate the minds of 
the youth in the paths of virtue and honor, that a standing army is formed and riveted forever.’ So true is the prin- 
ciple here contended for, that it is believed there is no instance in history of a nation losing its liberties where the 
military spirit of the people did not decline in the same proportion that the corruption of manners advanced. Nor 
was any free Government ever overturned by an internal convulsion, until the destruction of that spirit had been first 
produced in the body of the people. It was not until the amusements of the theatre, the baths, and the public gar- 
dens had superseded the exercises of the Campus Martius, that a Roman army dared to revolt against its country, and 
with the power of the sword ,to substitute for its free institutions the arbitrary will ofa dictator; eighty years before 
the successful usurpation of Caesar, the revolt of an army could have produced no such consequence. 

** But the habits of the people had been changed; no longer in every Roman citizen was to be found a trained and 
practised soldier; the higher tactics were cultivated, indeed, with zeal and success by a martial nobility. No period 
had been more — of great generals. At none had the discipline of the legions been so perfect; but they were 
no longer filled by citizens taking their routine of service. The military had become a distinct profession; composed 
of men, who, in the habits of war and pillage, had forgotten the sacred obligations attached to their character as 
citizens, and who were ever as ready, upon the suggestion of their leader, to turn their arms against their country, as 
the enemy whom they were raised to oppose. 

** As in every age, then, and in every country, the same cause will produce the same effects; the palladium of 
American liberty must be the diffusion of military discipline and a military spirit through the whole body of the people. 

** But secondly. Is the object attainable? . ; 

** That it is not attainable by any of the systems which have heretofore been in use in the United States, is very 
evident frem the little success which has attended them. ‘The late war repeatedly exhibited the melancholy fact of 
large corps of militia going to the field of battle. without understanding a single elementary principle, and without 
being able to perform a single evolution. Yet militia laws exist, and have existed, in all the Sfates since the war of 
the revolution, which set apart, with great precision, a number of days in each year for the purposes of training and 
discipline. But from this plan no good fruit has ever been produced. It was an error, indeed, common to.all the 
militia systems in use in the United States, that the periods for training were too short and*too distant from each 
other to produce much benefit. 

* To remedy this defect, camps of discipline have been recommended. One of the reasons which governed the 
committee in rejecting that part of the Secretary of War’s recommendation has been explained above; but if that 
ebjection could be overcome, the committee are far from thinking that the object could at all be accomplished in that 
way. ‘There is another more formidable obstacle to success; more formidable, because it arises from the nature of 
our Government, and the constitution of the human character. The sentiments and habits of a free country neces- 
sarily produces amongst the citizens a superior restlessness under restraint than is to be met with in the subjects 
ofa monarchy. ‘This spirit frequently manifests itself even in a career of military services, where the high interests 
involved, (and in which they largely partake,) and the evident necessity of discipline, might be supposed able to cor- 
rect it. ‘There can scarcely be a restraint more vexatious and disgusting to a grown man than the initiatory lessons 
of the military art. Military discipline consists in the observance of a number of minute particulars which, to the 
novitiate in arms, have no apparent object, but which form the links of a beautiful and connected system. It is be- 
lieved that to this cause is to be attributed the little progress which has been made in training the militia of the 
United States; nor is there much prospect that any change of system could, with regard to the present militia, pro- 
duce the result at which we aim. 

** In searching for landmarks to guide us to our object, it will be in vain that we direct our attention to the modern 
nations of Europe; from them we can borrow nothing to aid our purpose; Governments formed upon artificial distinc- 
tions in society, which estimate their security by the inability of their subjects to resist oppression, can furnish a free 
people with no guides in organizing a system of defence which shall be purely national. We are, however, not 
without resource. : 

** The ancient republics, from which we have drawn many of the choicest maxims upon which to found our civil 
institutions, will furnish also a most perfect model for our system of natienal defence. ‘The whole secret of ancient 
military glory; the foundation of that wonderful combination of military skill and exalted valor which enabled the petty 
republic of Athens to resist the mighty torrent of Persian invasion, which formed the walls of Sparta, and conducted 
the Roman legions (influenced, indeed, by unhallowed motives) to the conquest of the world, will be found in the 
military education of their youth. ‘The victories of Marathon and Platea, of Cynocephele and Pydna, were the prac- 
rical results of the exercises of the Campus Martius and Gymnasia. It is on a foundation of this kind, and of this 
kind only, that an energetic national militia can be established. 

** ‘An examination into the employments and obligations of individuals comprising the society,’ says General 
Knox, * will evince the impossibility of diffusing an adequate knowledge of the art of war by any other means than 
a course of discipline during the period of non-age; the time necessary to acquire this important knowledge cannot 
be afforded at any other period of life with so little injury to the public or private interests.” Nothing is more true 
than what is here advanced; and yet it is most singular that the amiable and patriotic Secretary should have founded 
his plan upon a course of instruction, to commence within the limits of non-age, indeed, but at so advanced a period 
of it, that all the objections which could be made to disciplining the militia at a more advanced age will apply 
equally to it, with the addition of others which are more cogent, and which are supposed to be inherent in the system 
itself. Of his advanced corps, composed of the youth of 18, 19, and 20 years of age, those of 18 and 19 are to be 
drawn out for thirty days in each year, and those of twenty for ten days, to be instructed in camps of discipline. 

** It has been strongly urged against this plan, that the separation of the youth, at that critical age, from the super- 
intending vigilance of their parents and guardians, would be a very dangerous step, and that the loss of time from the 
pursuit of their professions and occupations would prove to them a most serious evil. 

‘*Whatever force there may be in these objections the committee are fully persuaded that the improvement to be | 
derived from the execution of this plan would not compensate for the expense and loss of time it would occasion. 
The perfection of discipline, as it regards the soldier, is the grace, the precision, and address with which he per- 
forms certain evolutions. To arrive at this perfection, long continued practice is essential. _ 

** And since it must be evident that the time necessary for this purpose cannot be taken from the avocations otf 
our citizens, after they have arrived at the age of manhood, the only alternative is to devise a system of military in- 
struction, which shall be engrafted on and form a part of the ordinary education of our youth. 
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The organization of a system, thus extensive in its operations, must necessarily be a work of some time and diffi- 
culty. ‘The want of statistical information will prevent the committee from submitting to the House, at this time, 
more than the outline of their plan. It is embraced in the following propositions: 

“ As the important advantages of the military part of the education of the youth will accrue to the community and 
not to the individuals who require it, it is proper that the whole expense of the establishment should be borne by 
the public Treasury. __ 

** That to comport with the equality, which is the basis of our constitution, the organization of the establishment 
should be such as to extend, without exception, to every individual of the proper age. 

** That, to secure this, the contemplated military instruction should not be given in distinct schools, established for 
that purpose, but that it should form a branch of education in every school within the United States. 

** That a corps of the military institutions should be formed to attend to the gymnastic and elementary part of edu- 
cation in every school in the United States, whilst the more scientific part of the art of war shall be communicated 
by professors of tactics to be established in all the higher seminaries. 

** The committee are fully aware that the establishment of an institution, which, from its nature, is calculated to 
produce an important change in the manners and habits of the nation, will be received with caution and distrust by 
a people jealous of their liberties, and who boast of a Government which executes its powers with the least possible 
sacrifice of individual right. An encroachment upon individual rights forms no part of their system. It is not a 
conscription which withdraws from an anxious parent a son for whose morals he fears more than for his life. It is 
not a Persian or Turkish mandate to educate the youth within the purlieus of a currupt court, but a system as purely 
republican in practice as in principle. 

** The means are furnished by the Government, and the American youth are called upon to qualify themselves 
under the immediate inspection of their parents, or of tutors chosen by their parents, for the sacred task of defending 
the liberties of their country. 

‘**Although the system of General Knox widely differs from that which has been recommended by the committee, 
his opinion of the effects to be produced by it is conceived to be more particularly applicable to the latter. * If the 
United States,’ says he, ‘ possess the _ of mind to establish the first institution, for the military instruction of 
the youth, it may reasonably be expected to produce the most unequivocal advantages. A glorious national spirit 
will be introduced, with its extensive train of political consequences. The youth will imbibe a love of their country, 
reverence and obedience to its laws, courage and elevation of mind, openness and liberality of character, accompa- 
nied by a just spirit of honor. In addition to which, their bodies will acquire a robustness, greatly conducive to 
their personal happiness; while habit, with its silent,but efficacious operations, will durably cement the system.’ 

** That the House may possess all the information necessary to act upon this important subject, the committee 
respectfully recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to prepare and lay before this House, at the next session of 
Congress, a plan for the military instruction of all the youth of the United States in the way which is best calculated 
for the purpose, with as little injury as possible to the ordinary course of education.” 


Estimates of the expenses of training the officers and sergeants of the militia of the United States. These esti- 
mates are made on a supposed number of one hundred thousand men, divided equally, as nearly as may be, 
into twenty-five brigades. 


ist. Estimate upon the supposition that the officers and sergeants receive full pay, without rations, or an allow- 
ance for rations or forage, except to the sergeants, for whom rations might be necessary. i ; 
Each brigade containing, according to estimate, four thousand men, will be composed of four regiments, or forty 


companies. 
There would then be the following field and staff officers, who should attend the training: 


1 Brigadier full pay, $104 : - - - - $ 104 00 
1 Brigade inspector, with the pay of major, - - - - 50 00 
4 Colonels, at $75 - - - - : - 300 00 
4 Lieutenant colonels, at $60 - - - - - 240 00 
4 Majors, at $50 - - - - - - 200 00 
40 Captains, at $40 - - - - - - 1,600 00 
40 Lieutenants, at $30—- - ¢ - - - - 1,200 00 
40 Second lieutenants, at $25 - - - - - 1,000 00 
160 Sergeants, $8 pay, and $6 for rations - - - - 2,240 00 
Amount of expenses of one brigade, - $6,934 00 
The adjutant to be taken from the line. 
Brigades 25. 
Expense of training officers for one month, at full-pay, of twenty-five brigades, or one 
hundred thousand men, - - - - - $173,850 00 


And estimating the United States’ militia at a million, then the total expense of training the officers of the whole 
militia would be some hundred thousand dollars less than two millions. 


The following estimate is made on the supposition of the officers receiving only half-pay; the estimate proceeds, 
however, upon a supposition that no officer is te receive less than thirty dollars per month; and the sergeants full- 
pay and rations. 

Second estimate for 100,000 men. 





1 Brigadier, half-pay - - . - - - $ 52 00 

1 Brigade inspector, ie - - . - 30 00 

4 Colonels, half-pay, - - - - - - 150 00 
4 Lieutenant colonels, half-pay, - - - - - 120 00 

4 Majors, $30 each, - - - - - - 120 00 
120 Captains and lieutenants, at $30 = - : - - - 3,600 00 
160 Sergeants, pay and rations, - - - - 2,240 00 
For officers of one brigade, - - - - - $6,312 00 
For twenty-five brigades, - - - - - $157,800 00 


And for 1,000,000, - - - - - - $1,578,000 00 
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At thirty dollars per month, except sergeants, and leaving them on full pay and rations, then the amount would 
be varied, as will appear by the third estimate, viz: 





134 Officers in a brigade of 4,000, at $30 - - - - $ 4,020 00 
160 Sergeants on full pay and rations, - - - - 2,240 00 
One brigade, - - - - - - $ 6,260 00 
For 100,000, making twenty-five brigades, - - - - $ 156,500 00 
And for 1,000,000, - - - . - - $1,565,000 00 


Copy of General Knox's report on the arrangement and classification of the militia, made to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, on the 18th January, 1790. 


Sir: War Orrice, January 18, 1790. » 


Having submitted to your consideration a plan for the arrangement of the militia of the United States, which 
I had presented to the late Congress, and you having approved the general principles thereof, with certain exceptions, 
I now respectfully lay the same before you, modified according to the alterations you were pleased to suggest. 

It has been my anxious desire to devise a national system of defence, adequate to the probable exigencies of the 
United States, whether arising from internal or external causes: and, at the same time, to erect a standard of repub- 
lican magnanimity, independent of and superior to the powerful influence of wealth. 

The convulsive events generated by the inordinate pursuit of riches or ambition require that the Government 
should possess a strong corrective arm. 

The idea is therefore submitted, whether an efficient military branch of government can be invented with safety 
to the great principles of liberty, unless the same shall be formed of the people themselves, and supported by their 
habits and manners. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the most perfect respect, your obedient servant, 


H. KNOX, 
Secretary for the War Dep. 
The Presrpent or tHE Unirep Srares. 


THE INTRODUCTION. 


That a well-constituted republic is more favorable to the liberties of society, and that its principles give a higher 
elevation to the human mind than any other form of Government, has generally been acknowledged by the unpre- 
judiced and enlightened part of mankind. 

But it is at the same time acknowledged that, unless a republic prepares itself, by proper arrangements, to meet 
those exigencies to which all states are in a degree liable, its peace and existence are more precarious than the forms 
of Government in which the will of one directs the conduct of the whole for the defence of the naticn. 

A Government whose measures must be the result of multiplied deliberations is seldom in a situation to produce 
instantly those exertions which the occasion may demand; therefore, it ought to possess such energetic establishments 
as should enable it, by the vigor of its own citizens, to control events as they arise, instead of being convulsed or 
subverted by them. 

It is the misfortune of modern ages that Governments have been formed by chance and events instead of system; 
that, without fixed principles, they are braced or relaxed, from time to time, according to the predominating power 
of the rulers or the ruled; the rulers possessing separate interests from the people, excepting in some of the high-toned 
monarchies, in which all opposition to the will of the prince seems annihilated. 

Hence, we look round Europe in vain for an extensive Government, rising on the power inherent in the people, and 
performing its operations entirely for their benefit. But we find artificial force governing every where, and the people 
generally made subservient to the elevation and caprice of the few; almost every nation appearing to be busily employed 
in conducting some external war, grappling with internal commotion, or endeavoring to extricate itself from impend- 
ing debts which threaten to overwhelm it with ruin. Princes and ministers seem neither to have leisure nor inclina- 
tion to bring forward institutions for diffusing general strength, knowledge, and happiness; but they seem to under- 
stand well the Machiavelian maxim of politics—divide and govern. 

May the United States avoid the errors and crimes of other Governments, and possess the wisdom to embrace 
the present invaluable opportunity of establishing such institutions as shall invigorate, exalt, and perpetuate the great 
principles of freedom; an opportunity pregnant with the fate of millions, but rapidly borne on the wings of time, and 
may never again return. ms ; 4 : ‘ ; 

The public mind, unbiassed by superstition or prejudice, seems happily prepared to receive the impressions of 
wisdom. The latent springs of human action, ascertained by the standard of experience, may be regulated and 
made subservient to the noble purpose of forming a dignified national character. 

The causes by which nations have ascended and declined, through the various ages of the world, may be calmly. 
and accurately determined; and the United States may be placed in the singularly fortunate condition of commencing 
their career of empire, with the accumulated knowledge of all the known societies and Governments of the globe. 

The strength of the Government, like the strength of any other vast and complicated machine, will depend on a 
due adjustment of its several parts. Its agriculture, its commerce, its laws, its finance, its system of defence, and 
its manners and habits, ail require consideration, and the highest exercise of political wisdom. 

It is the intention of the present attempt to suggest the most efficient system of defence which r= 3 be compatible 
with the interests of a free people; a system which shall not only produce the expected effect, but which, in its ope- 
rations, shall also preduce those habits and manners which will impart strength and durability to the whole 
Government. 

The modern practice of Europe, with respect to the employment of standing armies, has created such a mass of 
opinion in their favor, that even philosophers and the advocates for liberty have frequently confessed their use and 
necessity in certain cases. od nt, jp 

But whoever seriously and candidly estimates the power of «liscipline and the tendency of military habits will 
be constrained to confess that, whatever may be the efficacy of a standing army in war, it cannot in peace be consi- 
dered as friendly to the rights of human nature. The recent instance in France cannot, with propriety, be brought 
to overturn the general principle built upon the uniform experience of mankind. It may be found, on examining the 
causes that appear to have influenced the military of France, that, while the springs of power were wound up in the 
nation to the highest pitch, the discipline of the army was proportionably relaxed. But any argument on this head 
may be considered as unnecessary to the enlightened citizens of the United States. ; 

A small corps of well-disciplined and well-informed artillerists and engineers, and a — for the protection of 
the frontiers and the magazines and arsenals, are all the military establishment which may be required for the pre- 
sent use of the United States. . : 

The privates of the corps to be enlisted for a certain period, and after the expiration of which to return to the 
mass of the citizens. 
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An energetic national militia is to be regarded as the capital security of a free republic; and not a standing army, 
forming a distinct class in the community. 

It is the introduction and diffusion of vice and corruption of manners into the mass of the people that render a 
standing army necessary. It is when public spirit is despised, and avarice, indolence, and effeminacy of manners 
predominate, and prevent the establishment of institutions which would elevate the minds of the youths in the paths 
of virtue and honor, that a standing army is formed and riveted forever. 

While the human character remains unchanged, and society and Governments of considerable extent are formed, 
a principle ever ready to execute the laws and defend the state must constantly exist. Without this vital principle 
the Government would be invaded or overturned, and trampled upon by the bold and ambitious. No community 
can be long held together, unless its arrangements are adequate to its probable exigencies. 

If it should be decided to reject a standing army for the military branch of the Government of the United States, 
as apes too fierce an aspect, and being hostile to the principles of liberty, it will follow that a well-constituted 
inilitia ought to be established. 

A consideration of the subject will show the per mam of disciplining at once the mass of the people. All 
discussions on the subject of a powerful militia will result in one or other of the following principles: 
ist. Either efficient institutions must be established for the military education of the youth, and that the know- 
ledge acquired therein shall be diffused throughout the community by the means of rotation: or, 

2dly. That the militia must be formed of substitutes, after the manner of the militia of Great Britain. 

If the United States possess the vigor of mind to establish the first institution, it may reasonably be expected to 
produce the most unequivocal advantages. A glorious national spirit will be introduced, with its extensive train of 
political consequences. The youth will imbibe a love of their country; reverence and obedience to its laws; courage 
and elevation of mind; openness and liberality of character, accompanied by a just spirit of honor; in addition to 
which their bodies will acquire a robustness greatly conducive to their personal happiness, as well as the defence of 
their country; while habit, with its silent but efficacious operations, will durably cement the system. 

Habit, that powerful and universal law, incessantly acting on the human race, well deserves the attention of 
penton, Formed at first in individuals, by — and almost imperceptible impulses, until at length it acquires 
a force which controls with irresistible sway. The effects of salutary or pernicious habits operating on a whole 
nation are immense, and decide its rank and character in the world. 

Hence, the science of legislation teaches to scrutinize every national institution, as it may introduce proper or 
improper habits, to adopt with religious zeal the former, and reject with horror the latter. 

A republic, constructed on the principles herein stated, would be uninjuredj by events sufficient to overturn a 
Government supported solely by the uncertain power of a standing army. 

The well-informed members of the community, actuated by the highest motives of self-love, would form the real 
defence of the country. Rebellions would be prevented, or suppressed with ease. Invasions of such a Government 
would be undertaken only by madmen, and the virtues and knowledge of the people would effectually oppose the 
introduction of tyranny. 

But the second principle (a militia of substitutes) is pregnant, in a degree, with the mischiefs of a standing army, 
as it is highly probable the substitutes, from time to time, will be nearly the same men, and the most idle and 
worthless part of the community. Wealthy families, proud of distinctions, which riches may confer, will prevent 
their sons from serving in the militia of substitutes; the plan will degenerate into habitual contempt; a standing 
-—~ will be introduced, and the liberties of the people subjected to all the contingencies of events. 

The expense attending an energetic establishment of militia may be strongly urged as an objection to the institu - 
tion. But it is to be somenkeual that this objection is levelled at both systems, whether by rotation or by substi- 
tutes; for, if the numbers are equal, the expense will also be equal. The estimate of the expense will show its un- 
importance when compared with the magnitude and beneficial effects of the institution. 

But the people of the United States will cheerfully consent to the expenses of a measure calculated to serve as 
a perpetual barrier to their liberties; especially as they well know that the disbursements will be made among the 
members of the same community, and therefore cannot be injurious. 

Every intelligent mind would rejoice in the establishment of an institution, under whose auspices the youth and 
vigor of the constitution would be renewed with each successive generation, and which would appear to secure the 
great principles of freedom and happiness against the injuries of time and events. 

The following plan is formed on these general principles: 

ist. That it is the indispensable duty of every nation to establish all necessary institutions for its own perfection 


and defence. ; ; 
2dly. ‘That it isa capital security to a free State for the great body of the people to possess a competent know- 


ledge of the military art. 

3dly. That this knowledge cannot be attained in the present state of society, but by establishing adequate insti- 
tutions for the military education of youth; and that the knowledge acquired therein should be diffused throughout 
the community by the principles of rotation. 

4thly. That every man of the proper age and ability of body is firmly bound by the social compact, to perform, 
personally, his proportion of military duty for the defence of the State. 

5thly. ‘That all men of the legal military age, should be armed, enrolled, and held responsible for different de- 
grees of military service. ; ; sf ; ' 

And 6thly. That, agreeably to the constitution, the United States are to provide for organizing, arming, and 
disciplining the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United States, 
reserving to the States, respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia ac- 


cording to the discipline prescribed by Congress. 


THE PLAN. 


The period of life on which military service shall be required of the citizens of the United States, to commence 


at eighteen, and terminate at the age of sixty years. _ 7 ‘ 
The men comprehended by this description, exclusive of such exceptions as the Legislatures of the respective 
States may think proper to make, and all actual mariners, shall be enrolled for different degrees of military duty, and 


divided into three distinct classes. : : ; 
The first class shall comprehend the youth of eighteen, nineteen, and twenty years of age, to be denominated 


the advanced corps. ; : ' 
The second class shall include the men from twenty-one to forty-five years of age, to be denominated the main 


corps. 
The third class shall comprehend, inclusively, the men from forty-six to sixty years of age, to be denominated 

the reserved corps. ; ; 
All the militia of the United States shall assume the form of the legion, which shall be the permanent establis!: - 


ment thereof. 

A legion shall consist of one hundred and aay Gon commissioned officers, and two thousand eight hundred and 
eighty non-commissioned officers and privates, formed in the following manner: : 

1. The legionary staff.—One legionary, or major general; jtwo aids-de-camp of the rank of major, one of whom 
to on legionary quartermaster; one inspector and deputy adjutant general, of the rank of lieutenant colonel; 
one chaplain. 

2. The brigade staff.—One brigadier general; one brigade inspector, to serve as an aid-de-camp. 

3. The regimental staff.—One lieutenant colonel commandant; two majors; one adjutant; one paymaster, or 


agent; one quartermaster. 
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4. Two brigades of infantry.—Each brigade of two regiments; each regiment of eight companies, forming two 
battalzones each company of a captain, lieutenant, ensign, six sergeants, one drum, one fife, and sixty-four rank 
and file. 

5. Two companies of riflemen.—Each company to have a captain, lieutenant, ensign, six sergeants, a bugle- 
horn, one drum, and — our rank and file. mt 

6. battalion of artillery.—Consisting of four companies, each to have a captain, captain-lieutenant, one lieuten- 
ant, six sergeants, twelve artificers, and fifty-two rank and file. , 

7. 4 squadron of cavalry.—Consisting of two troops, each troop to have a captain, two lieutenants, a cornet, six 
sergeants, one farrier, one saddler, one trumpeter, and sixty-four dragoons. , } 

n case the whole number of the advanced corps in any State should be insufficient to form a legion of this extent, 
yet the component parts must be preserved, and the reduction proportioned, as nearly as may be, to each part. 

The companies of all the corps shall be divided into sections of twelve each. It is ee by this division to 
establish one uniform vital principle, which, in peace and war, shall pervade the militia of the United States. 

All requisitions for men to form an army, either for State or federal purposes, shall be furnished by the advanced 
and main corps, by means of the sections. a ‘ F 

The Executive Government, or commander-in-chief of the militia of each State, will assess the numbers required 
on the respective legions of these corps. ‘ 

The legionary general will direct the proportions to be furnished by each part of his commarid. Should the de- 
mand be so great as to require one man from each section, then the operation hereby directed shall be performed by 
single sections. But if a less number should be required, they will be furnished by an association of sections or com- 
panies, according to the demand. In any case, it is probable that mutual convenience may dictate an agreement 
with an individual to perform the service required. If, however, no agreement can be made, one must be detached 
by an indiscriminate draught, and the others shall pay him a sum of money, — to the averaged sum which shall 
be paid in the same legion for the voluntary performance of the service required. 

_ In case any sections, or companies of a legion, after having furnished its own quota, should have more men wil- 
ling to engage for the service required, other companies of the same legion shall have permission to engage them. The 
same rule to extend to the different legions in the State. he 

The legionary general must be responsible to the commander-in-chief of the militia .of the State, that the men 
furnished are apy | to the description, and that they are equipped in the manner, and marched to the rendez- 
vous, conformably to the orders for that purpose. ; 

The men who may be draughted shall not serve more than three years at one time. E : 

The reserved corps, being destined for the domestic defence of the State, shall not be obliged to furnish men, 
excepting in cases of actual invasion or rebellion, and then the men required shall be furnished by means of ‘the 
sections. 

The actual commissioned officers of the respective corps shall not be included in the sections, nor in any of the 
operations thereof. ‘ ) 

The respective States shall be divided into portions or districts, each of which to contain, as nearly as may be, 
some complete part of a legion. ae i 

Every citizen of the United States, who shall serve his country in the field, for the space of one year, either as an 
officer or soldier; shall, if under the age of twenty-one years, be exempted from the service required in the ad- 
vanced corps. If he shall be above the age of twenty-one years, then every year he shall so serve in the field shall be 
estimated as equal to six years’ service in the main or reserved corps, and shall accordingly exempt him from every 
service therein for the said term of six years, except in cases of actual invasion of or rebellion within the State in 
which he resides. And it shall also be a permanent establishment, that six years’ actual service in the field shall 
entirely free every citizen from any further demands of service, either in the militia or in the field, unless in cases 
of invasion or rebellion. eae | 

All actual mariners or seamen, in the respective States, shall be registered in districts, and divided into two classes; 
the first class to consist of all the seamen, Som the age of sixteen to thirty years, inclusively; the second class to 
consist of all those of the age of thirty-one to forty-five, inclusively. ; ; 

The first class shall be responsible to serve three years on board of some public armed vessel or ship of war, as a 
commissioned officer, warrant officer, or private mariner; for which service, they shall receive the customary wages 
and emoluments. : ; 

But should the State not demand the said three years’ service during the above period, from the age of sixteen to 
thirty years, then the party to be exempted entirely therefrom. : / 

The person so serving shall receive a certificate of his service, on parchment, according to the form which shall 
be directed, which shall exempt him from any other than voluntary service, unless on such exigencies as may require 
the services of all the members of the community. : idiligs : 

base second class shall be responsible for a proposition of service in those cases to which the first class shall be 
unequal. s : 

Og numbers required shall be furnished by sections, in the same manner as is prescribed for the sections of the 
militia. 
OF THE ADVANCED CORPS. 

The advanced corps are designed, not only as a school, in which the youth of the United States are to be instructed 
in the art of war, but they are, in all cases of exigence, to serve as an actual defence to the community. 7 

The whole of the armed corps shall be clothed according to the manner hereafter directed, armed and subsisted, 
at the expense of the United States; and all the youth of the said corps, in each State, shall be encamped together, 
if practicable, or by legions; which encampments shall be denominated the annual camps of discipline. 

The youth of eighteen and nineteen years shall be disciplined for thirty days successively in each year; and 
those of twenty-years shall be disciplined only for ten days in each year, which shall be the last ten days of the 
annual encampments. . ; . 7 tea ’ 

The non-commissioned officers and privates are not to receive any pay during the said time; but the commis- 
sioned officers will receive the pay of their relative ranks, agreeably to the federal establishment for the time being. 

In order that the plan shall effectually answer the end proposed, the Ist day of January shall be the fixed period, 
for all who attain the age of eighteen years in any part or during the course of each year, to be enrolled in the ad- 
vanced corps, and to take the necessary oaths to perform, personally, such legal military service as may be directed, 
for the full and complete term of three years, to be estimated from the time of entrance into the said corps; and also 
to take an oath of a —- to the State, and to the United States ; 

The commanding officer, or general of the advanced legions of the district, shall ~ ae the manner of the ser- 
vice of the youth, respectively, whether it shall be in the infantry, artillery, or cavalry; but after having entered into 
either of them, no change shouid be allowed. ioe : : 

Each individual, at his first joining the annual camps of discipline, will receive complete arms and accoutre- 
ments, all of which, previously to his we: discharged from the said camps, he must return to the regimental 
quartermaster, on the penalty of dollars, or ——— months’ imprisonment. | 

The said arms and accoutrements shall be marked in some conspicuous place with the letters M.U.S. And all 
sales or purchases of any of said arms or accoutrements shall be severely punished according to law. , 

And each individual shall, also, on his first entrance into the advanced corps, receive the following clothing: one 
hat, one uniform short coat, one waistcoat, and one pair of overalls, which he shall retain in his own possession, and 
for — - —_ be held accountable, and be compelled to replace all deficiencies during his service in the annual 
camps of discipline. é 

‘Phose who shall serve in the cavalry shall be at the expense of their own horses, and uniform helmets, and horse 
furniture; but they shall receive forage for their horses, swords, pistols, and clothing, equal in value to the infantry, 

At the age of twenty-one years, every individual having served in the manner and for the time prescribed shall 
receive an a certificate thereof, on parchment, and signed by the legionary general and inspector, 

m 
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The names of all persons to whom such certificates shall be given shall be fairly registered in books to be pro- 
vided for that purpose. 

And the said certificate, or an attested copy of the register aforesaid, shall be required as an indispensable quali- 
fication for exercising any of the rights of a free citizen, until after the age of years. 

The advanced legions, in all cases of invasion or rebellion, shall, on requisition of lawful authority, be obliged to 
march to any place within the United States; to remain embodied for such time as shall be directed, not to exceed 
one year, to be computed from the time of marching from the regimental parades, during the period of their being 
on such service; to be placed on the continental establishment of pay, subsistence, clothing, forage, tents, camp 
equipage, and all such other allowances as are made to the federal troops, at the same time, and under the same cir- 
cumstances. 

If the military service so required should be for such a short period as to render an actual issue of clothing un- 
necessary, then an allowance should be made in proportion to the annual cost of clothing for the federal soldier, ac- 
cording to estimates to be furnished for that purpose from the War Office of the United States. 

In case the legions of the advanced corps should march to any place, in consequence of a requisition of the 
General Government, all legal and proper expenses of such march shall be paid by the United States. But should 
they be embodied and march in consequence of an order derived from the authority of the State to which they 
belong, and for State purposes, then the expenses will be borne by the State. © 

The advanced corps shall be constituted on such principles that, when completed, it will receive one-third part, 
and discharge one-third part of its numbers annually. By this arrangement, two-thirds of the corps will at all times 
be considerably disciplined; but as it will only receive those of eighteen years, it will not be completed until the 
third year after its institution. Those who have already attained the ages of nineteen and twenty years will, in 
the first instance, be enrolled in the main corps. 

But one-half of the legionary officers to be appointed the first, and the other the second year of the establishment. 

The officers of each grade in the States, respectively, shall be divided into three classes, which shall by lot be 
numbered one, two, and three; and one of the said classes, according to their numbers, shall be deranged Jevery 
third year. In the first period of nine years one-third part will have to serve three, one-third part six, and one- 
third part nine years; but after the said first period, the several classes will serve nine years, which shall be the 
limitation of service by virtue of the same appointments; and in such cases where there may not be three officers of 
the same grade, the limitation of nine years’ service shall be observed. All vacancies occasioned by the aforesaid 
derangements, or any casualties, shall be immediately filled by new appointments. . 

The captains and subalterns of the advanced corps shall not be less than twenty-one, nor more than thirty-five; 
and the field officers shall not exceed forty-five years of age. . 

Each company, battalion, and regiment shall have a fixed parade or place at which to assemble. The companies 
shall assemble at their own parade, and march to the parade of the battalion, and the battalions to the regimental 
parade; and, when thus embodied, the regiment will march to the rendezvous of the legion. Every commanding 
officer of a company, battalion, and regiment will be accountable to his superior officer that his command is in the 
most perfect order. ; 

The officers to receive subsistence money in lieu of provisions, in proportion to their respective grades; and 
those whose duties require them to be on horseback will receive forage in the same proportion. 

Every legion must have a chaplain, of respectable talents and character, who, besides his religious functions, 
should impress on the minds of the youths, at stated periods, in concise discourses, the eminent advantages of free 
Governments to the happiness of society, and that such Governments can only be supported by the knowledge, spirit. 
and virtuous conduct of the youth; to be illustrated by the most conspicuous examples of history. 

No amusements should be admitted in camp but those which correspond with war—the swimming of men and 
horses, running, wrestling, and such other exercises as should render the body flexible and vigorous. 

The camps should, if possible, be formed near a river, and remote from large cities. ‘The first is necessary for 
the ee of the manceuvres; the second to avoid the vices of populous places. 

The time of the annual encampments shall be divided into six parts or periods, of five days each; the first of 
which shall be occupied in acquiring the air, attitudes, and first principles of a soldier; the second, in learning the 
manual exercise, and to march individually, and in small squads; the third and fourth, in exercising and manceu- 
vring in detail, and by battalions and regiments; in the fifth, the youth of twenty having been disciplined during the 
two preceding annual encampments are to be included. This period is to be employed in the exercise and tactics of 
the legion, or, if more than one, in executing the grand manceuvres of the whloe body—marching, attacking, and 
defending, in various forms, different grounds and positions; in fine, in representing all the real images of war, 
excepting the effusion of blood. 

he guards, and every other circumstance of the camp, to be perfectly regulated. so 

Each State will determine on the season in which its respective annual encampments shall be formed, so as best 
to suit the health of the men and the general interests of the society. 

The United States to make an adequate provision to supply the arms, clothing, rations, artillery, ammunition, 
forage, straw, tents, camp equipages, including every requisite for the annual camps of discipline; and also for the 
pay and subsistence of the legionary officers, and for the following general staff: one inspector general, one adjutant 
general, one quartermaster general, with a deputy for each State. 

These officers will be essential to the uniformity, economy, and efficacy of the system; to be appointed in the 
manner prescribed by the constitution of the United States. 

The quartermaster general shall be responsible to the United States for the public property of every species de- 
livered to him for the annual camps of discipline; and his deputy in each State shall be responsible to him. 

At the commencement of the annual camps of discipline, the deputy quartermaster will make regular issues to 
ae pod or regimental quartermasters, as the case may be, of all the articles of every species provided by the 

nit tates. 

The return for the said articles to be examined and certified by the highest legionary or regimental officer, as the 
case may be, who shall be responsible for the accuracy thereof. | ; 

At the expiration of the annual camps of pany all public property (clothing excepted) shall be returned to 
the deputy quartermaster of the State, who shall hoid the legionary quartermaster accountable for all deficiencies. 
All the apparatus and property so returned shall be carefully examined, repaired, and deposited in a magazine, to 
be provided in each State for. that purpose, under the charge of the said deputy quartermaster, until the ensuing 
annual encampment, or any occasion which may render a new issue necessary. ; 

Corporeal punishments shall never be inflicted in the annual camps of discipline; but a system of fines and im- 
prisonment shall be formed for the regular government of said camps. 





OF THE MAIN CORPS. 


As the main and reserved corps are to be replenished, by the principle of rotation, from the advanced corps, and 
ultimately to consist of men who have received their military education therein, it is proper that one uniform 
arrangement should pervade the several classes. val 

It is for this reason the legion is established, as the common form of all the corps of the militia. | 

The main legions, consisting of the great majority of the men of the military age, will form the principal defence 


+ yt be responsible for their proportion of men, to form an army whenever necessity shall dictate the 


res and, on every sudden occasion, to which the advance corps shall be incompetent, an adequate number o 
non-commissioned officers and privates shall be added thereto from the main corps, by means of the sections. 
The main corps will be ectly armed in the first instance, and will practice the exercise and manceuvres four 


days in each year; and 


will assemble in their respective districts, by companies, battalions, regiments, or legions, 
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as shall be directed by the legionary general; but it must be a fixed rule that, in the populous parts of the States, 
the regiments must assemble once annually, and the legions once in three years. _ 
Although the main “z > cannot acquire a great degree of military knowledge in the few days prescribed for its 
annual exercise, yet, by the constarft accession of the youth from the advanced corps, it will soon command respect 
for its discipline as well as its numbers. 
hen the youth are transferred from the advance corps, they shall invariably join the flank companies, the cav- 
alry, or artillery of the main corps, according to the nature of their former services. 


OF THE RESERVED CORPS. 


The reserved corps will assemble only twice annually, for the inspection of arms, by companies, battaliuns, or 
regiments, as shall be directed by each State. It will assemble by legions, whenever the defence of the State may 
render the measure necessary. 

Such are the propositions of the plan, to which it may be necessary to add some explanations. 

Although the substantial political maxim, which requires personal service of all the members of the community 
for the defence of the State is obligatory under all forms of society, and is the main pillar of a free Government, yet 
the degrees thereof may vary at the different periods of life, consistently with the general welfare. ‘The public con- 
venience may also dictate a relaxation of the general obligation, as it respects the principal magistrates and the 
ministers of justice and of religion, and perhaps some religious sects. But it ought to be remembered, that the mea- 
sures of national importance never should be frustrated by the accommodation of individuals. 

The military age has generally commenced at sixteen, and terminated at the age of sixty years; but the youth of 
sixteen do not commonly attain such a degree of rubust strength as to enable them to sustain, without injury, the 
hardships incident to the field; therefore the commencement of military service is herein fixed at eighteen, and the 
termination, as usual, at sixty years of age. 

As the plan proposes that the militia shall be divided into three capital classes, and that each class shall be formed 
into legions, the reasons for which shall be given in succession. , f 

The advance corps, and annual camps of discipline are instituted in order to introduce an operative military spirit 
in the community; to establish a course of honorable military service, which will at the same time mould the minds 
of the young men to a due obedience of the laws; instruct them in the art of war; and, by the manly exercise of the 
field, form a race of hardy citizens, equal to the dignified task of defending their country. 

An examination into the employments and obligations of the individuals composing the society, will evince the 
impossibility of diffusing an adequate knowledge of the art of war by any other means than a course of discipline, 
during the period of non-age. The time necessary to acquire this important knowledge cannot be afforded at any 
other period of life, with so little injury to the public or private interests. ; 

Without descending to minute distinctions, the body of the people of the United States may be divided into two 

rts: the yeomanry of the country, and the men of various employments resident in towns and cities. In both parts 

it is usual for the male children, from the age of fourteen to twenty-one years, to learn some trade or employment, 
under the direction of a parent or master. In general, the labor or service of the youth during this period, besides 
amply repaying the trouble of tuition, leaves a large profit to the tutor. ‘This circumstance is stated to show that 
no gost hardships will arise in the first operations of the proposed plan; a little practice will tender the measute 
perfectly equal, ard remove every difficulty. , 

Youth is the time for the State to avail itself of those services which it has a right to demand, and by which it is 
to be invigorated and preserved; in this season, the passions and affections are strongly influenced by the splendor 
of military parade. The impressions the mind receives will be retained through life. The young man will repair 
with pride and pleasure to the field of exercise; while the head of a family, anxious for its general welfare, and 
perhaps its immediate subsistence, will reluctantly quit his domestic duties for any length of time. 

The habits of industry will be rather strengthened than relaxed by the establishment of the annual camps of dis- 
cipline, as all the time will be occupied by the various military duties. Idleness and dissipation will be regarded 
as disgraceful, and punished accordingly. As soon as the youth attain the age of manhood, a natural solicitude to 
establish themselves in the society will occur in its full force. The public claims for military service will be too 
inconsiderable to injure their industry. It will be sufficiently stimulated to proper exertions, by the prospects of 
opulence attending on the cultivation of a fertile soil, or the pursuits of a productive commerce. 

It is presumed that thirty days, annually, during the eighteenth and nineteenth, and ten days during the twentieth 
year, is the least time that ought to be appropriated by the youth to the acquisition of the military art. The same 
es of days might be added during the twentieth, as during the two preceding years, were not the expense an 
objection. ’ 

Every means will be provided by the public to facilitate the military education of the youth, which it is proposed 
shall be an indispensable qualification of a free citizen; therefore they will not be entitled to any pay. But the 
officers, being of the main corps, are ina different predicament; they are supposed to have passed through the course 
of discipline required by the laws, and to be competent to instruct others in the military art. As the public will 
have but small claims for personal services on them, and as they must incur considerable expenses to prepare them- 
selves to execute properly their respective offices, they ought to be paid while on actual rom f 

As soon as the service of the youth expires in the advanced corps, they are to be enrolled in the main corps. On 
this occasion the republic receives disciplined and free citizeus, who understand their public rights, and are prepared 
to defend them. ws 

The main corps is instituted to preserve and circulate throughout the community the military discipline acquired 
in the advanced corps; to arm the people, and fix firmly, by practice and habit, those forms and maxims which are 
essential to the life and energy of a free Government. . ; 

The reserved corps is instituted to prevent men being sent to the field whose strength is unequal to sustain the 
severities of an active campaign; but by organizing and rendering them eligible for domestic service, a greater 
proportion of the younger and robust part of the community may be enabled, in cases of necessity, to eticounter the 
more urgent duties of war. 

It would be difficult, previously to the actual formation of the annual camps of discipline, to ascertain the number 
in each State of which it would be composed. The frontier counties of several States are thinly inhabited, and require 
all their internal force for their immediate defence. There are other infant settlements from which it might be inju- 
rious to draw away their youth annually for the puree of discipline. . 

~ No evil would result, if the establishment of the advanced corps should be omitted in such districts for a few 
years, Besides, the forbearance in this respect would lessen the expense, and render the institution more compatible 
with the public finances. : . 

The several State Legislatures. therefore, as best understanding their local interests, might be invested with a 
discretionary power to omit the encolments for the advanced corps in such of their frontier and thinly inhabited coun- 
ties as they may judge proper. ; 

If the number of three millions may be assumed as the total number of inhabitants within the United States, half 
a million may be deducted therefrom for blacks; and, pursuant to the foregoing ideas, another half ‘million may be 
deducted on account of the thinly settled parts of the country. ; : a. 

The proportion of men of the military age, from eighteen to sixty years, inclusively, of two millions of people, of 
all ages and sexes, may be estimated at four hundred thousand. There may be deducted from this number, as actual 
mariners, about fifty thousand, and a further number of twenty-five thousand, to include exempts of religious sects, 

-and of every other sort which the respective States may think proper to make. . : 
Three hundred and twenty-five thousand, therefore, may be assumed as the number of operative fencible men 
to compose the militia. The proportion of the several classes of which would be nearly as follows: 
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Firstly. The advanced corps, one-tenth composed of the youth of the ages of eighteen, nineteen, and twenty 





years, _° : ” ye - - 32,500 
Secondly. The main corps, six-tenths and one-twentieth, - “ x « - 211,250 
Thirdly. The reserved corps, two-tenths and one-twentieth, - vs. . ° - 61,250 

325,000 








The following estimate is formed, for the purpose of exhibiting the annual expense of the institution of the ad- 
vanced corps, stating the same at thirty thousand men. 


Estimate of the expense of the annual camps of discipline, as proposed in the foregoing plan, arising on each of the 
Jirst three years, and, after that period, of the annual expense of the institution. 


The first year. 
10,000 suits of uniform clothing, stated at eight dollars, each suit of which shall serve for three years’ 
discipline, - . - - - : - - - - $80,000 
10,000 rations per day for thirty days, each ration stated at ten cents, - - - - 30,000 
The expense of four complete corps of legionary officers of all descriptions for thirty days, including pay, 
subsistence, and forage, - - - - - - - - 27,870 
Forage for the cavalry, - - -- - - - - - - 4,800 
Straw, camp-kettles, bowls, axes, canteens, and fuel, - - : - - - 20,000 
Annual proportion of the expense of tents for officers and soldiers, which may serve for eight annual 
encampments, - - - - . - - - - - 3,000 
Four legionary standards, - - - - - - - - - 2,000 
Regimental colors, - - . - - - - - - 1,000 
Consumption of powder and ball, shot and shells, damage to arms and accoutrements, and artillery, and 
transportation of the same, stated at - - - - - - - 25,000 
Hospital department, - - - - - : . - - 5,000 
Contingencies of the quartermaster’s and other departments, - - - - - 15,000 
General staff, adjutant general, quartermaster general, inspector general, and their deputies, - - 12,000 


Entire expenses of the first year, $225,670 


Additional expenses on the second year. 





10,000 rations per day for thirty days, are 300,000 rations, at 10 cents, - - 7. $30,000 

The expense of four complete corps of legionary officers, of all descriptions, for thirty days, including 
pay, subsistence, and forage, - - - - - - 27,870 
Four legionary standards, - - ° - - - - 2,000 
Regimental colors, - - - - - - - - 1,000 
Forage for the cavalry, - - - - - - : 4,800 
Tents, straw, camp-kettles, bowls, axes, canteens, and fuel, - - - - 20,000 
Hospital department, ~ - - . - - - 5,000 
Contingencies in quartermaster’s and other departments, - : - - 15,000 
Ammunition, damage to arms and accoutrements, - ~ . - - 15,000 
120,670 
Expense of the first year, - - - 225,670 
Combined expenses of the first and second years, - $346,340 

Additional expenses on the third year. 

The expense of 10,000 rations for ten days, is 100,000 rations, at 10 cents, - - - ee 
> ; . ‘ : : : . - 1,600 
For the camp equipage, - _ - - - - - 10,000 
Tents, - - : - - - - - - 1,500 
Hospital stores, = - - - - - - - - 1,000 
Ammunition, damage to arms and accoutrements, - - - ° ° 10,000 
Contingencies in the quartermaster’s and other departments, - - - . 10,000 
44,100 
Combined expenses of the first and second years, - 346,340 
The total expense of the first three years, - $390,440 





It is to be observed, that the officers for four legions will be adequate to command the youth of eighteen who 
commence their discipline the first year, and that the same number of officers will be required for the second year. 
The youth of the third year may be incorporated by sections, in the existing corps, so that no additional officers will! 


be required on their account. 
Hence it appears, that the expense of 10,000 men for one year, amounts to = - - : $225,670 
20,000, for the second year, to - - - - - - : 346,340 
30,000, for the third year, to - - - - - - - 390,440 
If the youth of the three ages of eighteen, nineteen, and twenty, be disciplined at once, the last men- 
tioned sum will be about the fixed annual expense of the camps of discipline; from which, however, 
is to be deducted $6,000, being the expense of the standards and colors, the former of which will be 
of a durable nature, and the latter will not require to be replaced oftener than once in twenty years, 6,000 
The annual expense of the advance corps, - _384,440 





Thus, for a sum less than four hundred thousand dollars annually, which, apportioned on three millions of people, 
would be little more than one-eighth of a dollar each, an energetic republican militia may be durably established; 
the invaluable principles of liberty secured and perpetuated; and a dignified national fabric erected on the solid 
foundation of public virtue. ’ 

The main and reserved corps must be perfectly organized in the first instance, but the advanced corps will not 
be completed until the third year of its institution. : . 

The combination of troops, of various descriptions, into one body, so as to invest it with the highest and greatest 
number of powers, in every possible situation, has long been a subject of discussion and difference of opinion. 


But no other form appears so well to hdve sustained the criterion of time and severe examination, as the Roman 
legion. ‘This formidable organization, accommodated to the purposes of modern war, still retains its original energy 
and superiority. Of the ancients, Polybius and Vegetius have described and given the highest encomiums of the 
legion. The former, particularly, in his comparative view of the advantages and disadvantages of the Macedunian 
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and Roman arms, and their respective orders of battle, has left to mankind an instructive and important legacy. 
Of the moderns, the illustrious Mareschal Saxe has modelled the ce for the use of fire-arms, and strenuously urges 
its adoption, in preference to any other form. And the respectable and intelligent veteran, late inspector general of 
the armies of the United States, recommends the adoption of the legion. * , 

** Upon a review,” says he, “ of all the military of Europe, there does not appear to be a single form which could 
be safely adopted by the United States. They are unexceptionably different from each other, and, like all other 
human institutions, seem to have started as much out of accident as design. The local situation of the country, the 
spirit of the Government, the character of the nation, and, in many instances, the character of the prince, have all 
had their influence in settling the foundation and discipline of their respective troops, and render it impossible that we 
should take either as a model. The legion alone has not been adopted by any; and yet [ am confident in asserting, that 
whether it be examined as applicable to all countries, or as it may immediately apply to the existing or probable - 
necessity of this, it will be found strikingly superior to any other: dias } 

ha ag a complete and little army of itself, it is ready to begin its operations on the shortest notice, or 
slightest alarm. 
ee 2d. Having all the component parts of the largest army of any possible description, it is prepared to meet every 
species of war that may present itself; and ; 

“3d. As in —_ case of detachment, the first constitutional principle will be preserved, and theembarrassments 
of comes and detail, which, in armies differently framed, too often distract the commanding officer, will be 
avoided. 

It may easily suggest itself from this sketch, that, in forming a legion, the most difficult task is to determine the 
necessary proportion of each species of soldiers which is to compose it. 

This must obviously depend upon what will be the theatre, and what the style of the war. On the plains of Po- 
land, whole brigades of cavalry would be necessary against every enemy; but in the forests and among the hills of 
America, a single regiment would be more than sufficient against any. And as there are but two kinds of war to 
which we are much exposed, viz: an attack from the sea side by a European Power, aided by our sworn enemies 
settled on our extreme left, and an invasion of our back settlements by an Indian enemy, it follows, of course, that 
musketeers and light infantry should make the greatest part of our army. 

The institution of the section is intended to interest the patriotism and pride of every individual in the militia; 
to support the legal measures of a free Government; to render every man active in the public cause, byj introducing 
the spirit of emulation, and a degree of personal responsibility. 

e common mode of recruiting is attended with too great destruction of morals to be tolerated, and is too un- 
certain to be the principal resource of a wise nation in time of danger. The public faith is frequently wounded by 
unworthy individuals, who hold out delusive promises which can never be realized. By such means, an unprincipled 
banditti are often collected for the purpose of defending every thing that should be dear to freemen. The conse- 

uences are natural; such men either desert in time of danger, or are ever ready, on the slightest disgust, to turn 
their arms against their country. 

By the establishment of the sections, an ample and permanent source is opened, whence the state, in every exi- 
gence, may be supplied with men whose all depends upon the prosperity of their country. == : 

In cases of necessity, an army may be formed of citizens, whose previous knowledge of discipline will enable it 
to proceed to an immediate accomplishment of the designs of the state, instead of exhausting the public resources by 
wasting whole years in preparing to face the enemy. . . : 

The previous arrangements necessary to form and maintain the annual encampments, as well as the discipline 
acquired therein, will be an excellent preparation for war. ; f 

The artillery and its numerous appendages, arms, and accoutrements of every kind, and all species of ammuni- 
tion, ought to be manufactured within the United States. It is of high importance that the present period should be 
embraced to establish adequate institutions to produce the necessary apparatus of war. _ ; 

It is unworthy the dignity of a rising and free empire to depend on foreign and fortuitous supplies of the essen- 
tial means of defence. 

The clothing for the troops could, with ease, be manufactured within in the United States, and the establishment 
in that respect would tend to the encouragement of important manufactories. 

The disbursements made in each State for the rations, forage, and other necessary articles for the annual camps 
of discipline, would most beneficially circulate the money arising from the public revenue. ; 

The local circumstances of the United States, their numerous seaports, and the protection of their commerce, 
require a naval armament. Hence the necessity of the proposed plan, embracing the idea of the States obtaining 
men on republican principles, for the marine as well as the land service. But one may be accomplished with much 
greater facility than the other, as the preparation of a soldier for the field requires a degree of discipline which can- 
not be learned without much time and labor; whereas, the common course of sea service on board of merchant ves- 
sels differs but little from the service required on board of armed ships; therefore, the education for war, in this 
respect, will be obtained without any expense to the State. All that seems to be requisite on the head of marine 
service is, that an efficient regulation should be established in the respective States to register all actual seamen, and 
to render those of a certain age amenable to the public for personal service, if demanded within a given period. 

The constitutions of the respective States, and of the United States, having directed the modes in which the offi- 
cers of the militia shall be appointed, no alteration can be made therein. Although it may be supposed that some 
modes of appointment are better caculated than others to inspire the highest propriety of conduct, yet there are none 
so defective as to serve as a sufficient reason for rejecting an efficient system for the militia. It is certain that the 
choice of officers is the point on which the reputation and importance of a corps must depend. Therefore, every 
—— who may be concerned in the appointment should consider himself as responsible to his country for a proper 
choice. 

The wisdom of the States will be manifested by inducing those citizens of whom the late American army was 
composed to accept of appointments in the militia. The high degree of military knowledge which they possess was 
acquired at too great a price, and is too precious, to be,buried in oblivion; it ought to be cherished, and rendered per- 
manently beneficial to the community. j : . 

The vigor and importance of the proposed plan will entirely depend on the laws relative thereto; unless the laws 
shall be equal to the object, and rigidly enforced, no energetic national militia can be established. _ . 

If wealth be admitted fas a Lene ge of exemption, the plan cannot be executed. It is the wisdom of political 
establishments to make the wealth of individuals subservient to the general good, and not to suffer it to corrupt or 
attain undue indulgence. 

It is conceded, that people, solicitous to be exonerated from their proportion of public duty, may exclaim against 
the proposed anes as an intolerable hardship. But it ought to be py 4 impressed, that while society has 
its*charms, it also has its indispensable obligations. That to attempt such a degree of refinement as to exonerate 
the members of the community from all personal service, is to render them incapable of the exercise, and unworthy 
of the characters of freemen. i d ; ; 

Every State possesses not only the right of personal service from its members, but the right to regulate the service 
on principles of equality for the general defence. Ali being bound, none can complain of injustice, on being obliged 
to — his equal proportion. ‘Therefore, it ought to be a permanent rule, that those who in youth decline or 
refuse to subject themselves to the course of military education established by the laws, should be considered as 
unworthy of public trust or public honors, and be excluded therefrom accordingly. : 

If the majesty of the laws should be preserved inviolate in this respect, the operations of the proposed plan would 
foster a glorious public spirit, infuse the principles of energy and stability in the body politic, and give a high degree 
of political splendor to the national character. 


* Vide letter addressed to the inhabitants of the United States on the subject of an established militia. 
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ADDITIONAL MILITARY ACADEMY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 29, 1819. 


Sir: Department or War, January 15, 1819. 


In reply to that part of your letter of the 20th of November which requests my opinion on the expediency of 
establishing one or more additional military academies, and their TT of location, and such other information and 
facts as I may deem proper to communicate on these subjects, with the probable annual expenses of these establish- 
ments, [ have the honor to make the following statement: 

The number of cadets now authorized by law is two hundred and fifty, who are divided into four classes; the 
cadets of one of which every year terminate their studies, and are promoted into the army. As the academy is now 
nearly full, it is probable that the number which will annually terminate their studies, and, consequently, will be 
candidates for promotion, will not be much short of fifty. ‘The number of vacancies in the army which have occurred 
from the Ist of August, 1816, to the Ist-of May, 1818, has been one hundred and forty-eight, or about elgnty fon per 
annum; but, as it 1s probable that the causes which have operated to produce so many vacancies in this time have 
been accidental, and consequent on the change from active service to the inactivities of a peace establishment, there 
will not, it is believed, in future be so many; and that the cadets who will annually terminate their studies at West 
Point will be ome. or nearly so, to the annual average vacancies. In this view of the subject, an additional military 
academy would not now be required. But it seems to me that the question ought not to be determined by a refer- 
ence simply to the wants of our military peace establishment, which, from our geographical position, and the policy 
of our Government, will always bear a small proportion to the population of the country, and to our military estab- 
lishment in time of war. So far from graduating the number or extent of our military academies, by the want of 
the army in time of peace, the opposite principle would probably be more correct; that, in proportion as our regular 
military establishment is small, the Government ought to be careful to disseminate, by education, a knowledge of 
the art of war. The army itself is a practical school of this art, which, except in the higher branches, may, where 
it bears a large proportion to the population of the country, supersede other modes of perpetuating or disseminating 
this indispensable art. But in a country situated as ours is, with a small standing army, and far removed from any 
Power from which we have much to fear, the important knowledge of the art of defending our shores will, in a long 
peace, without the particular patronage of the Government, be nearly lost. The establishment of military academies 
is the cheapest and safest mode of producing and perpetuating this knowledge. ‘The Government ought to furnish 
the means to those who are willing to bestow their time to acquire it. ‘The cadets who cannot be provided for in 
the army will return to private life; but, in the event of war, their knowledge will not be lost to the country. The 
Government may then avail itself of their military science; and, though they may not be practically acquainted with 
all of the details of the duty in the army, they wili acquire it in a much shorter time than those who have not had 
the advantage of a military education. No truth is better supported by history than that, other circumstances being 
nearly equal, victory will be on the side of those who have the best instructed officers. The duties of a soldier are 
few and simple, and, with well instructed officers, they can be acquired in a short time; as our own experience, and 
that of other countries, has satisfactorily proved. ‘To form competent officers, in the present improved state of the 
art of war, is much more difficult; as an officer, besides a knowledge of the duties belonging to the soldier, has others 
= a more difficult nature to acquire, and which can only be acquired by a long experience, or by regular military 

ucation. 

With these views, I would recommend one additional military academy. It ought to be placed where it would 
mutually accommodate the Southern and Western portions of our country, which are the most remote from the pre- 
sent institution. 

Besides an additional academy, I would submit, for the consideration of the committee, the propriety of establish- 
ing a school of practice, to be fixed near the seat of Government. Gn this important subject, [ respectfully annex, 
as a part of this communication, a report from General Bernard and Colonel McRee to this Department, in which 
the subject is so fully discussed as to supersede the necessity of any further observations. , 

The expenses of erecting the necessary buildings for an additional military academy, on a scale as extensive as 
that at West Point, would cost about one hundred and thirty thousand dollars, of which sum, however, but a small 
part would be required for this year. The current expense of the institution would (excluding the pay of the cadets, 
which is sixteen dollars per month and two rations per day) probably amount to about twenty-two thousand dollars 
per annum. 

For the school of practice there would be but little expense, except the erection of the necessary buildings for the 
accommodation of the institution. The pay of the superintendent and professors, should they be even taken from 
citizens, would not exceed eight thousand five hundred dollars, which would constitute nearly the whole of the cur- 
rent expense, as the lieutenants of the artillery and engineers, while at the institution, will not receive any additional 
pay or emoluments. The expense of the buildings may be estimated at eighty thousand dollars, of which, however, 
but a small part would be required for the present year. ‘ 

have the honor to be ycur most obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, 
Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, House of Rep’s. 


Considerations on the course of instruction necessary for the officers of the different arms of an army. 


Circumstances of locality, the nature of the operations of war, and the variety of the means employed for the 
pespoess of destruction and preservation, have naturally led to the subdivision of an army into several parts, which 
differ in their manner of combating, but which are also intended to render reciprocal aid to each other, to co-operate 
the most efficaciously to the same end, and to constitute, when in action, but one combined whole. 

This subdivision existed among the ancients, as it does among the moderns; and with both, (the absolute and 
relative numerical force of these subdivisions being supposed nearly equal.) the systems of war have been a 
more perfect, and productive of great results, in proportion as the several parts were better calculated to act wit 
promptitude, precision, and in concert. ‘These parts are designated in modern armies by the word arm, and consist 
of infantry, cavalry, artillery, and engineers. Each of these arms acts occasionally as principal or as accessary. Ina 
battle, the infantry is in general the principal arm; while the three others are more or less accessaries; in the pur- 
suit of a retreating army, the cavalry becomes the principal; and in a siege, the artillery and engineers are the prin- 
cipal arms, and the rest are merely great auxiliaries. : . 

Among the means which modern discipline employs, to give the quien effect to the combined action of these 
arms, is instruction. And here the same motives which have resorted to a subdivision of labor as a powerful cause 
of perfection in objects of general industry have also led to a subdivision of military instruction, as most productive of 
that concert and efficiency desirable in the operations of an army. This instruction, and the objects and advan- 
tages of its subdivision, are the subjects of present consideration. ‘ : 

To obtain, by the aid of military instruction, greater effect in the particular or combined employment of the dif- 
ferent arms, two modes immediately present themselves: Ist. That each arm should be composed of individuals 
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versed exclusively in the theory and practice of that arm. 2d. That the individuals composing each arm should be 
instructed equally in the woe | and practice of all the other arms. The first of these methods is insufficients be- 
cause, in giving to each individual merely the knowledge necessary to the duties of his own arm, it leaves him defi- 
cient of what is necessary to connect the operations of that arm with the operations of the rest, as parts of one general 
system. ‘The second is impracticable; because it is;the privilege of but few individuals to’possess that facility of intel - 
lect which is requisite to embrace four branches of knowledge as extensive as are those in question, and to prac- 
tise them all with that correctness and promptitude which is the peculiar advantage of such as devote themselves 

rincipally to but one of these branches. In order to avoid both these inconveniences, the theoretical and practical 
Lnowleine necessary in the conduct and operations of an army has been divided into two distinct classes; the one 
embracing whatever is common to all the arms, the other confined to what particularly appertains to each arm. A 
consequent and similar division has followed in the instruction; the first branch to include what is nece and 
useful to the service of every arm, the second to include the theory and practice of each arm in particular. Hence 
the necessity of an elementary or common school, where the knowledge common to every arm should be given alike 
to all who are intended for the army; and a school of a higher order, for the purpose of increasing (when necessary) 
the elementary knowledge which has previously been acquired to the extent demaniled, and teaching its application 
to the particular objects and duties of each arm, which constitute a school of application. In those countries which 
have large military establishments, there is a school of application for each arm. But those nations who, in time of 
peace, keep but a feeble military force on foot, find it advantageous to unite, as far as possible, these different schools 
of application in one, where such as are admitted for the service of those arms which demand a more advanced theo- 
retical, or more varied practical knowledge, receive their last degree of academical instruction. In this last case, 
the students at the school of application receive likewise two kinds of instruction: Ist. ‘That which is common to 
the several arms to which they are destined; and 2d. That which is exclusively necessary to the arm in which they 
are respectively to serve. i 

Among all nations possessing military schools, the schools of application for such as are destined for the infantry 
and cavalry, are the regiments of the army in which they are to serve. It is on joining and doing duty with their 
respective regiments that they learn to apply the instruction received at the elementary school, and acquire what- 
ever relates to the discipline, the conduct, administration, and legislation of troops. 

This cannot be the case, however, with those destined for the artillery and engineers, or the topographical corps. 
They are all, more or less, liable to be employed separately and immediately after leaving the school, and are de- 
prived of the advantages peculiar to the officer of infantry or cavalry, of making their first essays in their professional 
duties, under the eyes of their chiefs, or, of those who have preceded them; and being unassisted by the advice 
or opinions of their superiors in rank, knowledge, and experience, they are not only left without the means of obtain- 
ing the instruction of which they are yet deficient, but are also frequently exposed, in the execution of the duties 
confided to them, to compromit the public service by the commission of errors which too often lead to irreparable 
misfortunes, and which are productive, at least, of a wasteful expenditure of public property, always beyond, some- 
times exceeding a hundred fold, the expense of giving a proper education to the individual who has not been quali- 
fied to exercise his profession, with satisfaction to himself, or usefully to his country. 

These considerations alone appear to us sufficient to show the advantage, if not necessity, of dividing the course 
of 7 instruction between two schools—the one elementary, and the other a school of application. 

The elementary. school at West Point has hitherto been very inferior as such, and altogether inadequate to the 
objects for which it was established. A project has been presented, however, calculated to place this school upon 
the footing of the most perfect of the kind which exists. As to a school of application, there is none. The degree of 
instruction given to the cadets at the school of West Point has heretofore been for the most part limited to a general 
acquaintance with those branches of knowledge which are common to all the arms of an army, and which ought to 
have been extended and applied to artillery, fortification, and topography. ‘The consequence has been, that the offi- 
cers of infantry, artillery, engineers, and of the topographical corps, have had the same degree and kind of instruc- 
tion; and the only real difference which existed between them on leaving the school consisted in the uniform of 
their respective corps or regiments. If any have been so fortunate as to render themselves serviceable, either in the 
artillery or engineers, the cause must be sought for in their own industry, and not in the education received by them 
at West Point, which was barely sufficient to excite a desire for military inquiries and of military pursuits. 

It remains to enumerate the branches of knowledge which are common to all the arms; and those which are ne- 
cessary, and appertain more or less exclusively to each or several of these arms. The subjoined table exhibits the 
two principal divisions of the instruction. The first part includes the branches of knowledge that are necessary to 
all who are destined for any arm of the military establishment, either as officers in the exercise of their immediate 
professional duties, or as men of information, liable, in the course of their military career, to be intrusted with other 
interests. It is, therefore, that the mathematics, for instance, are extended further than is strictly necessary to the 
officer of infantry; that natural and experimental philosophy, and chemistry, are inserted under the elementary 
division, rather as forming part of a liberal education than of mere military utility; and finally, the several kinds 
of drawing are only taught in the elementary division, as an advantageous introduction to the prompt acquisition and 
exercise of the art of topographical delineations. This division or elementary part of the instruction will require 
five professors, three teachers, and two instructors. The number of assistants, &c. depend upon the number of 
individuals at a school. 

The same table presents the second part of the instruction, which is in addition to the first, and is necessary to 
those destined to the engineers, artillery, or topographical corps. Here the mathematics are carried to a higher 
degree, which is rendered necessary by their applications to machines, the theory of artillery, the construction of 
charts, &c. Descriptive geometry is applied to machines and fortification. Fortification is taught to the extent 
which is exclusively necessary to the officer of engineers and artillery, to the extent that is only required for the 
officers of that arm. Geometry and trigonometry receive their application to topographical operations, and spheri- 
cal trigonometry and descriptive geometry to the projection, &c. of charts. This part of the instruction will de- 
mand four professors. Because, either these two divisions of the instruction will be taught at one school, or at’two 
separate schools. In the first case, the professors of the elementary course will be insufficient, and cannot attend 
to a course of instruction thus extended; in the second case, the four professors before mentioned become absolutely 
necessary. But whether the entire course (or both of these divisions of the instruction) shall be taught at the same 
or at two separate schools, it will not be the less indispensable; and a division of it, similar to that here established, 
should still exist in fact. ‘The question is, therefore, reduced to this: Shall the elementary, or first part of the course 
of instruction, be taught at West Point, and the second part at a separate school to be established elsewhere? Or shall 
the second part constitute an additional class or classes, at the school of West Point, to consist of those cadets onl 
who are destined for the engineers, artillery, and topographical corps, and who shall have previously passed throug 
the elementary classes? 7 : . 

The second division of the course of instruction exhibited by the annexed table, and which must constitute either 
a school or classes of application, 1s practical as well as theoretical. ‘The application of the elementary branches of 
instruction, and the higher branches of mathematics, to the theory of artillery, fortification, and topography, forming 
the theoretical or academic part of this division of the course of instruction; while the application of these theories to 
the circumstances of the grounds, &c. requires and must be taught to the students by a course of actual experiments, 
and practical exemplifications in the field. It is necessary to make this remark, in order to a just appreciation of all 
the considerations which should influence in the decision of the present question. ; 

The advantages which may be derived from a union of the school of application, in the shape of additional classes 
to the elementary school, are almost exclusively those of economy, and admit of being correctly ascertained; they 
consist— 

Ist. In having certain duties that are common and necessary to both establishments performed by the same 
individuals who are now employed for those purposes at West Point. Such are the duties of the superintendent, 
most of the officers of the military staff, and disbursing department. 
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2d. In the purchase of an additional site, which will be avoided. 

3d. In saving the additional expense of quarters, academical and other buildings, to the extent that they now 
exist at West Point beyond the wants of that establishment. 

. 4th. In saving the expense of purchasing a library, instruments, &c. to the extent of those now on hand at West 
oint. 

5th. In saving the travelling and other expenses to which the graduates of the elementary school would be sub- 
dpetes in order to join and commence their-course at the school of application, if these institutions were separate. 
And, 

6th. In avoiding a loss of time on the part of the graduates, which would take place on their transfer to the school 
of application in the case just supposed. 

. ~ following are the considerations which oppose a union, and which consequently urge a separation of these two 
schools: 

ist. The classes of seein will consist of those individuals destined for the artillery, engineers, and topo- 
graphical corps, who shall have i aeeery at the termination of the elementary course of instruction, and who will 
consequently be then promoted by brevet or otherwise in the same manner as those destined for the infantry. There 
must probably be two classes of application; and the number of students of which they ought to consist, in order to 
supply the annual vacancies in their respective arms, will not be less than seventy. The school will therefore be 
augmented by this amount, and will be composed of commissioned officers and cadets, whose rights, interests, and 
occupations will be more or less dissimilar, and who must consequently be governed by regulations, &c. essentially 
different, which will at once destroy that unity of system necessary to all military institutions. 

2d. The difference in point of rank in the students of the elementary classes and those composing the classes of 
application will originate claims to precedence and superiority on the one part, and resistance to such pretensions on 
the other, which no regulations can restrain within proper limits. 

3d. It will be necessary to have two sets of professors at the same school, and in several instances two profes- 
sors of the same department of science, who will be independent of each other. Hence increased occasions of dis- 
cord. Individual interest and feelings must of necessity, and frequently will, be brought into collision, which 
experience has sufficiently proved would lead first to divisions among the academic staff, and finally to the formation 
of parties among the officers and cadets, destructive of that harmony and order which should prevail, and are believed 
essential to the successful operations of the school. 

4th. The duties of the two sets of professors, the studies and occupations of the officers and cadets, being dif- 
ferent in their character, and requiring to be arranged differently as to time and other circumstances, will render 
two distinct systems of organization and police indispensable, which frequently cannot be made to accord without 
incurring some inconvenience or injury, or without the sacrifice of some advantage on the part of one or the other 
division of the school, and perhaps of both. The superintendent will, in fact, have two schools to govern and con- 
duct; his time and attention will therefore be divided, alternately occupied with the peculiar concerns of each, and 
frequently employed in reconciling conflicting interests. The whole system of administration for the two schools 
will whee oe or less controlled or influenced by the inconvenient and unnecessary relations in which they are placed 
to each other. 

The advantages and disadvantages here enumerated as attending the union of the two divisions of the course of 
military instruction at the same school are obviously too different in their kind to admit of being compared, nor is it 
necessary that they should be. The expense attending the separate establishment of a school of application might 
be offered as a reason for rejecting it altogether, but by no means for uniting it to the elementary school, when the 
—_ of both would be obstructed in consequence of so doing, and their ultimate success rendered more than 
doubtful. 

Among the advantages that will be derived from the establishment of a school of application, are the means it will 
afford of providing for other departments of national service besides those which have been mentioned; and by locat- 
ing it immediately under the eyes of the Government, the measures necessary to enlarge or to adapt it to the parti- 
cular objects in view will be more readily ascertained, and applied with greater certainty of effect. The necessity of 
this institution will become urgent in the event of one or more additional elementary schools being created. It will 
then be expedient, for those very reasons of economy which now form the only objections that can be ~ oo to it; 
and it will be necessary, because it will enable the respective candidates for the engineer, artillery, and topographi- 
cal corps to be assembled at the same school, and to receive in common their last degree of instruction; and because 
by no other means can that uniformity in the instruction and duties of each of these arms be attained which is 
essential to their perfection. — 

Weare therefore of opinion that a school of application is decidedly necessary to the military service of the coun- 
try; that, to be rendered efficient, it ought to be separate from all immediate connexion with any other institution; 
and that it should have a central location, and as little removed as possible from under the observation of Govern- 
ment. 

Which is respectfully submitted to the Hon. J. C. Calhoun, Secretary of War. ; 

BERNARD, Brigadier General. 
WM. McREE, Major Engineers. 
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Table of a course of instruction for officers of the various arms of an army. 





=— 





— ! 


( Arithmetic, including logarithms, 7} 
; Geometry, 
Mathematics, - |< Algebra, 1 professor. 
| Plane trigonometry, 
(Mechanical powers, 
} 
' 


(Of bodies, _ ; 
. | Laws of motion and forces, gravity and attraction, &c. 
Natural and experimen- d Properties and theory of air, water, light, heat, &c. 
tal philosophy, \ aay of electric, galvanic, and magnetic fluids, 
eology 
Elements of astronomy, 


1 professor. 


_ 


Chemistry, - | Animals, vegetables, and mineralogy, 1 professor. 


( ae of descriptive seemetry, 

_ astrametation and field fortification, 

Descriptive geometry Attack and defence of field fortifications and retcenched 
and fortification, posts, &c. 


Military reconnoitrings, 


1 professor. 


graphical corps. 


mm ww yo 





Division of instruction common to infantry, artillery, engineers, and topo- 





: Elements of artillery . . 
Artillery, , p= and field services of artillery, &c. 1 motencter. 
Drill of the soldier, school of the platoon, battalion, evo- , 
Infantry, - lutions of the line, &c. 1 instructor. 
Elements of grand tactics and strategy, 
Drawing, - | Human figure, landscape, and topographical delineations, | 1 master. 
French language, : - - - - 1 master. 
l Riding & sword exercise, - . . : 1 master. 
{ Conic sections, > 
z ’ —- trigonometry, | . 
Mathematics, - |< Fluxions, 1 professor. 
| Mechanics, : ’ 
Application of fluxions and mechanics to machines, J 


‘Application of descriptive geometry to machines and to) 
fortifications, 
Fortification (permanent) of places, sea-coasts, and re- 








T'he course of instruction necessary for the officers of infantry, artillery, engineers, and topographical corps. 

















< 

e7) 

i=} 

eo 

> 

& 

af a 

o& Descriptive geometry trenched camps 

ye and fortification, 1 oy and defence of fortresses, &c. >| 1 professor. 
re] ines 

pe Construction of works of fortifications and military edi- 

> : _  fices, 7 

2m 

38 f ~~? of small arms, cannon, mortars, setae 
a} zers, &c. 

Es Artillery, - Gun carriages, caissons, &c. f 1 professor. 

2&8 Service in sieges, in the field, &c. &c. 

= Preparation of munition of war, fire-works, &c. J 

= ( Application of descriptive geometry, &c. to the projection) 

‘Ss = geographical charts, | 

= . eodesy, _ : ’ , 

2 Topography, Topographical surveys and representations of ground, f 1 professor. 

‘> Knowledge and practice of instruments employed in the 

5 Ll operations of topography, geography, and geodesy, J 





Nots.—This presents only the heads of instruction; an analysis of each would enlarge the table to a volume. 
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MILITARY ACADEMY AT WEST POINT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 5, 1819. 


To the Senate of the United States: Fesruary 5, 1819. 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 25th of last month, requesting me “* to cause to be laid 
before it a copy of the rules and regulations — for the government of the Military Academy at West Point; 
also, how many cadets have been admitted into the academy; the time of the residence of each cadet at that institu- 
tion; and how many of them have been appointed officers in the army and navy of the United States,” I transmit a 
report from the Secretary of War, which, with the accompanying documents, will afford all the information required 


by the said resolution. 
JAMES MONROE. 
106 m 





Sa 
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Department or War, February 4, 1819. 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 25th of January last, “ that the 
President of the United States be requestee to cause to be laid before the Senate a copy of the rules and regulations 
adopted for the government of the Military Academy at West Point; also, how many cadets have been admitted 
into the academy; the time of the residence of each cadet at that institution; and how many of them have been ap- 
pointed officers in the army and navy of the United States,” has the honor to transmit, herewith, a list of cadets 
who have been admitted at the Military Academy at West Point, in the State of New York; the time of their ad- 
mission, and promotion, &c.; and the time they remained at that institution; and a copy of the rules and regulations 
adopted for the government of the Military Academy at West Point. 

he cadets are under the government of the rules and articles of war, so far as they are applicable, and under 


the orders of the superintendent of the academy. 
JOHN C. CALHOUN, 


Sir: DerarTMENT or War, July 1, 1816. 


I have the honor to return the regulations defining a complete course of education, drawn up by the academical 
staff, and transmitted by you to this Department, which has been approved, with such modifications as have been 
judged necessary, by the President. 

From the age at which cadets are admitted into the academy, the study of the English grammar is deemed indis- 
pensable to give them a correct and intimate knowledge of the structure of their own language. 

Although a critical knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages is not considered essentially necessary, yet, 

where the cadets have studied those nape before their appointments, it is believed that the review of those lan- 
guages during the last year of study will add to the reputation of the institution, and cannot fail to be useful to the 
cadets. 
It is expected that the duties required by these additions will be performed by the chaplain employed in the 
academy. The performance of these duties, it is hoped, will be an inducement with Congress, when this subject 
shall again be brought under their consideration, to make the appointment permanent, not only at West Point, but 
at such other establishment of that nature as shall be deemed necessary by that body. . 

If, in the opinion of the academical staff, these branches of education can be advantageously prosecuted at 
periods different from those fixed in the regulations, their suggestions will be attended to with pleasure. 

The inducement to the other alterations will readily suggest itself te your mind. That a cadet, who having 
been thrown into a class below him, and subsequently in the course of his education finds himself placed in the 
same situation, will not be qualified for an engineer, may be readily conceived; but it by no means follows that he 
may not possess many of the qualifications of a general in a higher degree than some of those who greatly excel him 
in his studies. ‘The absolute dismission for that cause has, therefore, been changed into a reference to the War 


Department. 
These regulations will apply to all cases where the cadet presents himself for admission after they are received 


at the academy, notwithstanding their appointments may be of anterior date. 

The regulation requiring the unmarried professors, teachers, and assistants to eat with the cadets, is believed to 
be conformable to the general usage of colleges, and ought not to be considered onerous. I understand, also, that 
Captain Partridge is himself a*bachelor, and of course subject to the regulation. From his signing some of his acts 
as superintendent of the academy, he may have supposed that he was not embraced by the rule. This, however, isa 
mistake. No officer, as long as the law remains as it is, can be the superintendent of the institution but the prin- 
cipal officer of the corps of engineers, or the next in command of that corps, in case of his absence. If, however, in 
your opinion, the proposition made by the academical staff to attend the mess-houses, and make daily reports of the 
fare, will protect the cadets from imposition, you are authorized to suspend the rule until further orders. 


I have the honor, &e. 
WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 
General Joseru G. Swirr, New Fork. 


Unitep Srates’ Mirirary Acapemy, West Point, Jay 22, 1816. 


The following branches of science and instruction shall be considered as comprising a complete course of educa- 
tion at the Military Academy at West Point, State of New York: 

The English and French languages, and the review of the Latin and Greek languages, mathematics, military 
drawing, natural and experimental philosophy, including astronomy, engineering, geography, history, ethics, mili- 
tary instruction, and the sword exercises. , 

English language.—A course of English shall embrace English grammar and composition. 

French language.—A course of French shall consist in pronouncing the language tolerably, and translating from 
French into English, and from English into French, with accuracy. 

Latin and Greek languages.—A course of Latin and Greek shall embrace the review of the Latin and Greek 


authors usually taught in academies. ; ‘ 
No cadet shall be compelled to study these languages who shall not have been taught them previous to his 


appointment. 

WY Mathematics. —A complete course of mathematics shall embrace the following branches, viz: The nature and 
sonstruction of logarithms and the use of the tables; algebra, to include the solution of cubic equations, with all the 
preceding rules; geometry, to include plane and solid geometry, also ratios and proportions, and the construction of 
geometrical problems; application of algebra to geometry; practical geometry on the ground; mensuration of planes 
and solids; plane trigonometry, with its application to surveying and measuring heights and distances; spherical 
trigonometry, with its application to the solution of spherical problems; the doctrine of infinite series; conic sections, 
with — application to military and other projectiles; fluxions, to be taught and studied at the option of the profes- 
sor and student. 

Prawing.—A complete course of drawing shall include the elementary drawing of figures; rules and practice of 
perspective plans and profiles of permanent fortifications; of every kind of field works; and, also, topographical 
plans. 

Philosophy.—A complete course of philosophy shall embrace the following branches, viz: The principles of me- 
chanics, with their general application; hydrostatics, hydraulics, pneumatics, optics; the elements of chemistry, 
electricity, magnetism, and astronomy. ’ : es hal 

Engineering.—A complete course of engineering shall embrace the following branches, viz: Military and civil 
architecture; permanent and field fortification; field works, generally; rules for the labor, time, and materials neces- 
sary for the construction of different kinds of works; also, rules for the construction of all the appendages necessary 
in field works; the construction of mines and fougasses, and the different modes of attacking and defending fortified 
places; also, castrametation. ; 

Geography.—A complete course of geography shal! embrace the solution of the several problems of the spheres, 


usually prefixed to the systems of geography, by means of the globe. A knowledge of the 7x divisions of the 


earth; of the extent, boundaries, and relative situations of the several countries situated in each of these grand divi- 


sions; embracing, likewise, a knowledge of their natural productions, commerce, manufactures, government, naval 
and military strength, relative importance, and the use of the maps, &c. 
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History.—A complete course of history shall embrace a course of universal history; the history of America gene- 
rally the history of the American revolutionary war, &c.; the history of the United States, or such particular States 
as the professor in that department shall judge proper. 

Ethics.—A course of ethics shall include the elements of moral science, also of natural and political law. 

Military instruetion.—A complete course of military instruction shall embrace a general course of tactics; a 
knowledge of infantry duty, to commence with the elementary drill of the soldier, and to include the discipline and 
police of the battalion and platoon in all their parts; a knowledge of artillery duty, including the artillery drill; 
practical gunnery; and, also, all the performance of all the regular duties of the camp. 

Sword exercise-—Under the sword exercise shall be included the broad sword exercise, and the cut and thrust, or 
small sword, either or both, according to circumstances. . 

Assignment of duties.—Each professor and instructor shall be limited in the discharge of his official duties to his 
own department, and not to interfere with any other department. Each professor on teacher, at the head of a 
separate department, shall be the judge of the proper mode of conveying instruction in his own department, and shall 
be held responsible for the correctness of this mode. ; 

Division of time.—To complete the preceding course of studies will require four years. The branches to be 
pursued, and the course to be completed in each year, shall be as follows: 

First year.—The course of the first year shall embrace English grammar and composition, and the French lan- 
guage, logarithms, algebra, and plane geometry, to include ratios and proportions. 

Second year.—The course of the second year shall embrace a continuation of the French language; the geometry 
of planes and solids, and the construction damaiiel problems; the op of algebra to geometry, and the 
mensuration of planes and solids; plane and spherical trigonometry, with their applications; conic sections; practical 
geometry and drawing. 

Third year.—A course for the third year shall embrace natural and experimental philosophy, astronomy, engi- 
neering and drawing continued. 

Fourth year.—A course for the fourth year shall embrace geography, history, and ethics, the review of the En- 
glish grammar, and of the Latin and Greek languages; also a general review of the most important branches in each 
of the departments. 

Rules for classification.—The cadets at the Military Academy shall constitute four classes. All the cadets who 
are admitted as members of the academy in each year shall constitute the first lower class. If, however, at the 
general examination next ensuing the time of admission, it shall appear that any cadet is sufficiently advanced in his 
studies, he | be admitted into the next higher class. On the contrary, if, at either of the general examinations, 
any cadet shall be found unqualified to proceed with his class, he shall be put back into the next lower class. No 
intermediate classes will, in any case, be allowed. . 

bse pen necessary for admission.—Each cadet, previous to his being admitted a member of the Militar 
Academy, must be able to read distinctly and pronounce correctly; to write a fair legible hand; and to perform with 
facility and accuracy the various operations of the ground rules of arithmetic, both simple and compound; of the rules 
of reduction of single and compound proportion, and also of vulgar and decimal fractions. 

Promiscuous regulations.—\1st. Every cadet, when he shall have completed the foregoing course of studies shall 
be entitled to his diploma signed by the academic staff, agreeably to law and existing regulations. 

2d. The military instruction of the cadet shall be under the immediate direction of the superintendent of the 
academy, and shall be attended to at such times as will interfere the least with their other academic duties. 

3d. The particular course of studies to be completed by the classes, between the general examinations in each 
year, shall be determined by the superintendent and academic staff, in such manner as experience shall point out to 

the most conducive to the interests of the institution. 
4th. Any cadet who shall have been reduced to a lower class, and shall, upon a second examination, be found 
unqualified to advance with this class to the next higher grade, shall, unless he shall have been prevented from at- 
tending to his studies by sickness, necessary absence, or some other evident necessity, be reported to the Secretary 
of the Department of War by the academic staff, stating the branches of science in which he is most deficient, those 
in which he has made the greatest proficiency, as well as the general inclination, temper, and habits which appear 
to predominate in his actions; and especially whether his dominant propensities impel him to the profession of arms. 
Upon this report he shall be dismissed, or retained, at the will of the President. 

5th. The superintendent of the academy and the academic staff shall be at liberty to propose to the Secretary of 
War such alterations and amendments to the foregoing course of studies as they shall, at any time, conjointly deem 
necessary for the good of the institution; the whole, or a majority of them, agreeing to such alterations and amend- 
ments. 

6th. Should it be found, by experience, that too large a portion of study or instruction is assigned in the preceding 

course of studies to any particular year, the superintendent and academic staff conjointly shall be at liberty to 
transfer, from the course of one year to that of another, such particular portions of study or instruction as may 
appear necessary to produce an equality; the whole, or a meee of them, agreeing to such transfer. 

The foregoing course of studies and instructions is respectfully submitted to the honorable Secretary of War. 


Rules with respect to the promotion of cadets of the United States’ Military Academy. 


1. That in the governmental promotion of the cadets, the lineal rank of each graduating class shall be established 
in conformity to the principle of f age merit, as ascertained by a competent board of examiners. 

2. That the distribution of cadets to the several corps of the yf at the time of promotion, shall be made ac- 
oe to their particular talents‘and qualifications ascertained in like manner; provided, that this distribution be 
allowed, in no instance, to interfere with the principle of rank according to general merit. 

3. No cadet to be promoted from the academy until he shall have completed his course of studies at the same, 
and received the diploma of the academic staff to that effect. 

4. No cadet who shall resign his warrant, or otherwise be separated from the academy, before the completion of 
his studies, shall, on any account, receive an appointment in the army of the United States, until after the prome- 
tion of the class to which he belonged; nor then, if such appointment interfere in the smallest degree with the rank of 
any member of that class. ee 

5. No cadet who shall be dismissed the institution, or compelled to resign on account of idleness, neglect of duty, 
or any species of bad conduct, shall be eligible to any office or post in the army of the United States, until at least 
five years after the promotion of the class to which he belonged. 
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Register of cadets who have been admitted at the Military Academy, West Point, in the State of New York: 
the time of their admission and promotion, §c.; and the time they remained at that institution. 








REMARKS. 











PROMOTIONS. 
Names. Date of appoint- 
ment. 
Corps or regiment. | Date of appointment. 
Armistead, W. K. -| May 1, 1801, | Engineers, - | March 5, 1803. 
Allen, Hannibal N. - | Jan. 14, 1803, | Artillery, - | July 5, 1804. 
Allen, Ethan A. - | Dec. 10, 1804, | Artillery, - | Nov. 14, 1806. 
Anderson, John, - | Oct. 9, 1806, | Artillery, - | Dec. 9, 1807. 
Aikens, Asa, - | June8, 1807,| - « o e 
Alexander, John R. - | Oct. 19, 1807,| - ° . “ 
Abert, John J. - | Jan. 18, 1808, ‘ - - - 
Ashley, Richard, - | April 14, 1809, | Artillery. 
Adams, Isaac A. -} Oct. 1, 1812, | Artillery, - | July 17, 1817. 
Allanson, John S. - | Oct. 24, 1812, | Ist reg. artillery, | March 11, 1814. 
Armstrong, Robert L. - | April 14, 1813, | Light artillery, - | July 21, 1814, 
Arnistrong, James K. - | April 14, 1813. 
Armistead, W.C.N. - | April 14, 1813, | - - . " 
Armstrong, John, - | Dec. 8, 1813, | Artillery, - 1814, 
Alexander, Edward, - | May 20, 1814, « . - - 
Antill, Alexander, - | May 4, 1814. 
Albuten, Edward R. - | Oct.24, 1814,/ - - a P 
Ashton, Richard, -| July 9, 1816,] - . . ° 
Alliston, Robert U. - | Dec. 27, 1816. 
Alexander, E. B. - | Oct. 20, 1817,] - ° ° ° 
Abercrombie, John, - | Jan. 6, 1817. 
Allenson, D. W. - | Aug. 19, 1818, | - . - . 
Anderson, Marcus, - | Aug. 19, 1818,| - - - - 
Bennett, Thomas, - | July 8, 1803, | Artillery, - | Nov. 14, 1806. 
Bomford, George, - | Oct. 24, 1804, | Engineers, - | July 1, 1805, 
Beall, ‘Thomas J. - | March 6, 1806, | Artillery. 
Babcock, Samuel, - | April 28, 1806, | Engineers, - | Feb. 28, 1808, 
Buck, Daniel A. - | July 9, 1806, | Engineers, Feb. 28, 1808. 
Burton, Oliver G. - | March 20, 1807, | Infantry, - | June 18, 1808, 
Byrne, Patrick, - | Jan. 16, 1808,/ - = i 4 
Blanchard, Charles, - | June 15, 1808,/ - . . 7 
Brush, John S. - | June 13, 1808, | Artillery, - | January 3, 1812. 
Bliss, John, - | March 8, 1808, | 2d reg’t infantry. 
Buck, Leonidas, - | June 15, 1808, | 6th reg’t infantry, | January 3, 1812. 
Bell, John R. - | June 15, 1808, | Light artillery, - | January 3, 1812. 
Burchstead, Henry. - | Feb. 16, 1809, | 2d reg’t infantry, - - 
Boixaubin, Mariel V. - | April 14, 1809, | Light artillery. 
Broom, Thomas R. -| April 9, 1813, | Light artillery, - | July 21, 1814. 
Brent, Robert C. - | April 14, 1813, | Artillery, - | March 2, 1815. 
Badolet, James, - | April 16, 1813, | Light artillery, - | July 21, 1814. 
Beneville, Benjamin, - | April 14, 1813, | Light artillery, - | January 15, 1817. 
Birdsall, Stephen, - | June 4, 1813, | Ist reg’t options, March 11, 1814. 
Booth, William L. - | June 11, 1813, | Light artillery, - | July 21, 1814. 
Brooke, Edmund, - | May 11, 1813, | Marines. 
Brunot, Hillary, - | May 20, 1813, | 2d reg’t infantry, | July 21, 1814, 
Brewerton, George, - | June 24, 1813, | - . . ‘ 
Brewerton, Henry, - | June 24, 1813. 
Baird, Thomas J. - | June 22, 1813, | Light artillery, - | July 21, 1814, 
Blaney, George, - | July 7, 1813, | Engineers, - | March4, 1815. 
Brown, Alonzo, - | July 13, 1813, | Artillery, March 2, ‘1815. 
Beall, Benjamin L. -| Jan. 1, 1814,] - : . . 
Bourdly, William C. - | May 25, 1814. 
Brockenborough, Austin. | May 20, 1814, 
Buryman, John R. - | May 20, 1814. 
Berier, Francis N. - | May 13, 1814, | Artillery, - | March 2, 1815. 
Brook, Leonard O. - | June 29, 1814, | 4th reg’t infantry, | July 24, 1818. 
Bache, Hartman, - | July 11, 1814, | Assist. Top. Eng. | July 24, 1818. 
Bernard, Edward, - | July 26, 1814,] - . . : 
Baker, Henry H. - | Aug. 6, 1814,] - - - - 
Berryman, Henry, - | Aug. 6, 1814, | Artillery, - | July 17, 1817. 
Bruft, Thomas O. - | Aug. 14, 1814,] - - - - 
Baily, Thomas J. - | Sept. 27, 1814,] - - - - 
Barberine, Francis N. - | Oct. 11, 1814, 
Butler, Edward, - | Oct. 11, 1814,] - - - - 
Brown, Harvey, - | Oct. 11, 1814, | Light artillery, - - - 
Barney, Joshua, - | Oct. 24, 1814, 
Bowes, John R. - | Feb. 8, 1815. 
Bourdly, William C. - | Feb. 7, 1815,]  - - - - 
Bullus, Oscar, - | July 10, 1815,] - - - - 
Blaney, James R. - | July 24, 1815. 
Ball, Catesby A. H. - | July 25, 1815,] - - - ° 
Blanco, Lewis, - | Dec.2, 1816,]| - - . - 
Bianco, Metho, - | Dec. 2, 1816, | - - - ° 
Bainbridge, Henry, - | Nov. 27, 1816. 
Brackenridge, James, - | July 9, 1816. 
Brook, Robert 8S. -| July 9, 1816. 
Buchanan, William P. - | Sept.2, 1816. 
Brown, William T. - | April2, 1816,] - - - 
Butler, Edward G. -|July8, 1816. 
Bradford, Alex. B. - | Sept. 12, 1816. 


Barron, Alexander, 


Sept. 21, 1816, 





Resigned April 2, 1808, 
Resigned September 30, 1810. 
Resigned April 1, 1811. 


Resigned January 1, 1818. 
Resigned January 1, 1817. 


Resigned July, 1817. 
Dismissed February ,28, 1817. 


Admitted October 6, 1818. 


Admitted November 6, 1818. 
Admitted November 6, 1818. 


Resigned August 11, 1808. 
Resigned July 20, 1811. 


Dismissed July 31, 1810. 


Resigned, 1817. 


Resigned October 15, 1818. 


Resigned March 31, 1818. 
Resigned May 1, 1818. 





| Resigned September, 1818. 
| Dismissed January 1, 1817. 


Resigned April 30, 1817. 
| Dismissed January 1, 1817; 
restored Nov. 23, 1817. 


| Resigned May 21, 1818. 
| Transferred to the navy. 


Resigned October 31, 1818. 


| Dismissed February 28, 1818. 
Dismissed February 28, 1818. 


Resigned October 31, 1818. 





Resigned January 1, 1818. 
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ment. 


Date of appoint- 





REMARKS. 








~—- 


Bliss, Horace, 
Buswell, Hammond, 
Brooke, Alonzo, 
Bourdine, Clark, 
Brewer, . 
Birdsall, Egbert, 
Benton, C. B. 
Burke, H. D. 

Boss, H. 

Boyce, William B. 
Blan, John L. 
Bowen, H. C. 
Burnett, Napoleon, 
Buck, T. F. 
Barlow, Aaron, 
Brock, C. W. 

Bell, Henry E. 
Bell, William H. 
Baker, Joshua, 
Chouteau, Auguste, 
Clark, Saterlee, 
Champion, Samuel, 
Cobb, James D. 
Conklings, Solomon, 
Conant, Augustus, 
Cutbush, William, 
Chandler, John A. 
Childs, Thomas, 
Cooper, Samuel, 
Craig, Isaac E. - 
Cochrain, Alexander, 
Chambers, Joseph N. 
Chase, William H. 
Cooper, Granville, 
Cunfmun, Joseph, 
Cooper, George, 
Chambers, James A. 
Cooper, James M. 


Corprew, George W. 


Cooper, James, 
Carter, London, 
Coolidge, John H. 
Conant, Roswell, 
Cruger, William E. 
Corbin, Richard, 
Clinton, James H. 
Cruger, Nicholas J. 
Cutts, Charles, 
Cupron, Seth M. 
Clark, Israel, 
Craig, John S. 
Cross, Richard, 
Coulton, Henry, 
Clary, E. D 

Clark, Henry, 
Collins, R. Cc 
Cadle, Joseph, 
Cook, William, 
Canfield, Augustus, 
Cathcart, George D. 
Chipley, William D. 
Calhoun, S. C. 
Carlisle, John W. 
Cunningham, P. H. 
Coulter, Henry S. 


Courtney, Edward H. 


Cooke, James H. 
Doyle, John, 

Dyer, Luther, 

De Russey, Edward, 
Dallaby, James, 
Davis, Suthern D. 
Dana, N.G. - 
Dix, John A. - 

De Russey, Lewis G. 
Davis, Jackman, 
Duffy, John B. - 
Dullany, Henry R. 
Dauny, Thomas, 
Desponville, Charles, 
Dulany, William A. 
Davis, Charles, - 
Dumeste, Jacob A. 


Sept. 8, 

Oct. 29, 

Oct. 20, 

Feb. 14, 

Aug. 19, 
May 20, 
Aug. 19, 
Aug. 19, 
Aug. 19, 
May 20, 
May 20, 
Aug. 19, 
May 30, 
Aug. 19, 
May 20, 
May 20, 


June 9, 
Sept. 1, 
July 14, 
May 15, 
Oct. 9, 
March 8, 
April 2, 
June 15, 
June 15, 
Feb. 16, 
April 6, 
May 25, 
May 19, 
July 8, 
oe 8, 
ay 4, 
May 9, 
May 2, 
May 9, 
June 1, 
July 26, 
July 27, 
Oct. 11, 
Oct. 7, 
Oct. 13, 
Nov. 7, 
Dec. 22, 
Feb. 7, 
May 10, 
May 10, 
July 9, 
Aug. 15, 
Oct. 4, 
Feb. 1, 
Oct. 9, 
May 20, 
Aug. 19, 
May 20, 
May 20, 
May 20, 
May 20, 
July 21, 
May 20, 
July 21, 
May 20, 
May 20, 
Aug. 19, 


Jan. 14, 
March 6, 
March 20, 
Jan. 2, 
June 15, 
Sept. 12, 
Dec. 1, 
April 14, 
April 14, 
June 24, 
July 13, 
July 7, 
July 29, 
July 13, 
Dec. 27, 
May 3, 





1817. 
1817, 
1817. 
1817. 
1818. 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818. 
1818. 


1816. 
1817. 
1804. 
1805, 
1806, 
1808, 
1808, 
1808, 
1808, 
1809, 
1813, 
1813, 
1813, 
1813, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814. 
1814. 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1815, 
1815, 
1815. 
1816, 
1817. 
1817, 
1817. 
1817. 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818. 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818. 


1803, 
1805, 
1807, 
1808, 
1808, 
1812, 
1812, 
1813, 
1813, 
1813, 
1813, 
1813, 
1813, 
1813, 
1813, 
1814, 





PROMOTIONS. 
Corps or regiment. | Date of appointment. 
Artillery, - | Dec. 9, 
Artillery, - | Dec. 9, 
Light artillery. 
Artillery, « | January 24, 
6th reg’t infantry, | January 3, 
Engineers. 
Ist reg’t artillery, | March 11, 
Light artillery, - | Nov. 15, 
Artillery, - | July 21, 
Artillery, - | March 2, 
Artillery, - | July 24, 
Engineers, - | March 4, 
Artillery, - | March 2, 
Artillery, - | July 24, 
Engineers, - | June 2, 
Artillery. 
Ist reg’t artillery, | March 11, 
Artillery. 
Ist reg’t artillery, | March 11, 
Artillery, - | July 21, 
Artillery, - | March 2, 
Artillery, - | July 17, 
Light artillery, - | 1816. 





1807. 
1807. 


1809. 
1812. 


1814, 
1817. 
1814, 
1818, 
1818. 
1815, 


1815. 


1818. 








Admitted September 1, 1818. 


Admitted September 10, 1818. 


Admitted September 28, 1818. 
Resigned October 7, 1818. 

Admitted September 7, 1818. 
Admitted September 2, 1818. 


Admitted September 30, 1818. 


Resigned March 31, 1810. 


Resigned August 3, 1818. 
Dismissed, 1816, 


Resigned December 6, 1816. 
Resigned November 12, 1816. 


Resigned January 3, 1818. 
Transferred to the navy. 


Resigned August 31, 1818. 
Resigned July 25, 1818. 


Admitted September 30, 1818. 
Admitted September 30, 1818. 
Admitted September 21, 1818. 
Admitted September 14, 1818. 


Admitted September 7, 1818. 

Admitted September 17, 1818. 
Admitted September 14, 1818. 
Admitted October 15, 1818. 


Admitted September 7, 1818. 
Admitted September 2, 1818. 
Admitted September 1, 1818. 
Dismissed July 25, 1803. 
Resigned, 1806. 


Dismissed August 8, 1809. 


Resigned, 1816. 
Died September, 1815. 
Dismissed, 1815. 
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Date of appoint- 
ment. 


PROMOTIONS. 





Corps or regiment. 


Date of appointment. 


REMARKS. 








Davidson, William B. 
Delafield, Richard, 
Dehart, William C. 
Dangerfield, Joseph, 
Dana, Charles, - 
Dimmock, Justin, 
Dubois, Emanuel, 
Dimmock, Charles, 
Dupont, Samuel, 
Doro, Thomas J. 
Day, Robert, - 
Donaldson, A. J. 
Dutton, George, 
Denny, St. Clair, 
Denny, John, - 
Day, Hannibal, - 
Dunlap, D. G.  - 

| oe , Samuel B. 
Eveleth, William S. 
Embury, Peter, - 
Eakin, Constantine, 
Emmett, John P. 
Elliason, William A. 
Edwards, John M. 
Easton, Isaac C. 
Easton, David, - 
Edson, Alvin, - 
Ewing, Putman, 
Edwards, Thomas, 
Ellis, Samuel C. 
Emmerson, Freeman, 
Eastland, N. W. 
Fay, Hermard A. 
Fielos, Benjamir, 
Fanning, Alexander, 
Fitzhugh, Henry W. 


Fowle, Oliver Cromwell, 


Forsyth, Robert M. 
Feltus, Henry J. 
Fairfax, George W. 
Fields, John C. - 
Frost, George W. 
Forsyth, Robert A. 
Fenner, William, 
Fairfax, W. M. C. 
Floyd, Charles, 
Fillebrown, Silas B, 
Fales, John W. - 
Folger, George W. 
Feltus, Edward, 


Fennemore, William H. 


Fulton, Jefferson H. 
Florince, Jacob, 
Gates, Samuel, - 
Gates, William, 
Gratiot, Charles, 
Greenwood, Ethan A. 
Gibson, James, - 
Griswold, James F. 
Gardiner, George W. 
Gardiner, Thomas I. 
Gardiner, George W. 
Gray, Nicholas, 
Sule, William M. 
Graham, James D. 
Groynne, Thomas P. 
Griswold, Henry W. 
Gibbs, George kK. 
Gano, Aaron G. 
Gordon, William W. 
Griffith, Frederick, 
Gorham, Benjamin, 
German, Sutherland, 
Gilbert, Henry, 
Gaunt, Edward S. 
Gough, John, 

Giles, Henry P. 
Guy, James B. 
Gurrant, Charles, 
Gaillard, Daniel S. 
Grier, James, 

Giles, George W. 
Gwynn, Walter, 





1814, 
1814, 
1814. 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1816. 
July 9, 1816, 
1817. 
Feb. 15, 1817. 
1817. 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818. 
i818. 
1815. 
1813, 
1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1816. 
J 25, 1815. 
an. 17, 1816, 
November 27, 
Feb. 5, 1817. 
June 14, 1817. 
July 21, 1818, 
May 20, 1818, 
Aug. 19, 1818, 
Aug. 19, 1818, 
March 20, 1807, 
Jan. 2, 1808, 
April 14, 1809, 
July 30, 1812, 
April 14, 1813, 
July 28, 1813, 
May 4, 1814. 
May 9. 1814, 
May 2, 1814, 
July 27, 1814, 
1814, 
1814, 
1816, 
1816, 
1817, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818, 
1818. 
1818, 
May 20, 1818. 
1801, 
July 14, 1804, 
April 28, 1806. 
Oct. 20, 1806, 
June 15, 1808, 
Sept. 2, 1812, 
April 14, 1813, 
April 14, 1813, 
May 29, 1813, 
June 11, 1813, 
June 19, 1813, 
June 19, 1813, 
July 28, 1813, 
Dec. 27, 1813, 
Jan. 8, 1814, 
May 2, 1814, 
May 9, 1814, 
May 9, 1814, 
May 9, 1814, 
June 11, 1814. 
July 26, 1814, 
Aug. 1, 1814, 
Nov. 7, 1814, 
Dec. 19, 1814, 
Aug. 24, 1815. 
Dec. 12, 1816. 
Jan. 16, 1817. 
Aug. 15, 1817. 
Oct. 27, 1817, 





Ordnance, - 
Engineers, - 


Artillery, 


po pert - 
Light artillery. 
Artillery, - 


Artillery. 
Ist reg’t infantry. 
Artillery. 
Artillery, - 


Artillery, <| 


Artillery, . 
Artillery, : 
Engineers, - 


Artillery. 


Artillery, 
Light artillery, 
Light artillery, 


Artillery, 
Artillery, 
Artillery, 
Artillery, 
Ordnance, 
Artillery, 


Light artillery. 


5th infantry, 


Dec. 2, 
July 24, 


July 24, 





| March 4, 


| July 17, 


July 21, 


March 2, 





March 27, 
March 6, 
Oct. 30, 


March ll, 
Jan. 1, 
July 21, 


July 17, 
July 17, 


March 2, 


March 2, 
March 2, 
July 17, 


July 24, 





1815. 
1818, 


1818, 


1813, 
1817. 


1814. 
1815. 





1804, | 
1806, | 
1806. | 


1814, 
1817. 
1814, 


1817. 
1817, 


1815. 


1815. 





1815. 
1817. | 


1818. 





Resigned, 1815. 
Resigned March 31, 1818, 


Transferred to the navy. 


Admitted Sept. 7, 1818. 

Admitted Sept. 10, 1818. 

Resigned Dec. 1, 1818; admit- 
ted September 1, 1818. 


Died October 4, 1818. 
Resigned, 1817. 


Resigned August 31, 1818. 
Resigned August 31, 1818. 


Admitted September 7, 1818. 
Admitted September 14, 1818. 
Admitted September 30, 1818. 
Admitted November 6, 1818. 


Resigned, 1814. 


Resigned February 19, 1816. 
Resigned March 8, 1816. 
Resigned February 28, 1817. 
Resigned March 1, 1816. 
Dismissed Sept. 30, 1817. 
Admitted Sept. 1, 1818. 
Admitted Sepé. 30, 1818. 
Admitted Sept. 30, 1818. 
Admitted Sept. 1, 1818. 


Admitted Sept. 30, 1818. 


Dismissed August 8, 1809. 


Resigned, 1816. 


Resigned Sept. 30, 1818. 


Resigned Nov. 15, 1818. 
Resigned, 1817. 
Resigned January 1, 1817. 


Resigned February 1, 1816. 


Admitted Sept. 10, 1818. 
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PROMOTIONS, 
Names. Date of appoint- REMARKS. - 
ment. 
Corps or regiment. | Date of appoistment. 
Gaillard, William W. - | Aug. 13, 1817, | - - . - | Admitted Nov. 14, 1818. 
Gird, Henry H. - | Aug. 19, 1818, } - : : - | Admitted Sept. 1, 1818. 
Grayham, Campbell, - | May 20, 1818, | - : - - | Admitted Sept. 1, 1818. 
Grayham, Alfred, - | May 20, 1818. 
Grimble, Charles F. - | July 21, 1818, | - ‘ . ~ | Adinitted Sept. 30, 1818. 
Gardiner, Nathaniel, - | July 21, 1818,; - ° . - | Admitted Nov. 6, 1818. 
Green, Farnifold. : , 
Hulman, Julius F. - | April 14, 1803, | Artillery, - | March 6, 1806. 
Hyght, George W. - | March20,1807, | - - - - | Resigned July 31, 1810. 
Huntington, Minor, - | March 20,1807, | Infantry, - | June 18, 1808. | , 
Hoburt, Henry A. - | Jan. 20, 1808, | Light artillery. 
Holly, Samuel H. - | Dec. 3, 1808. 


June 15, 1808, | Infantry. 
June 15, 1808, | Light dragoons, 
Feb. 16, 1809, | Light artillery, 


Hall, Ansant, 
Haxtun, Milton, 
Hoburt, William F. 


Jan. 27, 1809, 
Jan. 3, 1812. 


Humphrey, Evans, - | May 19, 1813, | Artillery, -| July 21, 189. 

Herberger, Stephen, - | June 16, 1813,; - : - - - | Resigned, 1815. 

Hills, John, - | July 31, 1813, | Ordnance, - | March 2, 1815. 

Hunt, Samuel, _ - | May 2, 1814. 

Haviland, Benjamin L.- | June 7, 1814, |) - - : - | Resigned August 22, 1816. 
Hamilton, William, - | June 15, 1814,/ - - - - | Resigned, 1817. 

Hall, William G. - | June 15, 1814, 

Heupburn, James S. - | July 26, 1814, 

Hawkins, Edgar S. - | July 26, 1814, 

Hutt, John, - | Sept. 21, 1814, | - | - - - | Dismissed February 28, 1818. 
Hitchcock, Ethan, - | Oct. 11, 1814, | Artillery, - | July 17, 1817. 

Hopkins, David, ~ | Nov. 8, 1814, |} - | - - - | Resigned Sept. 24, 1816. 
Harding, Edward, - | Oct. 15, 1814, | Artillery, - | July 24, ~=—-18118. 


Feb. 24, 1815, 
March 1, 1815, 
Dec. 4, 1816. 
Nov. 16, 1816. 
March 29, 1817, 
May 12, 1817. 
Oct. 14, 1817. 
Nov. 16, 1817, | - - - - }| Admitted Sept. 1, 1818. 
Sept. 6, 1817, 
July 2, 1817, 
Jan. 29, 1817. 
July 21, 1818. 
Aug. 19, 1818. 


Harleston, John, | Resigned October 4, 1816. 
Hamtramck, Francis, 
Holmes, C. Rutlidge, 
Hunter, William G. 
Hoburt, Samuel, 
Henry, Julian, 
Harris, James, 
Hobbs, Henry, 
Henshaw, James, 
Hunt, Robert S. 
Holland, John C. 
Hoffman, Henry B. 
Hutt, Charles, 





Hewitt, S. H. Aug. 19, 1818, | - - - - | Admitted Sept. 21, 1818. 
Hunter, David, July 21, 1818, 

Harman, Thomas J. May 20, 1818,| - - - - | Admitted Sept. 24, 1818. 
Holmes, Norman, May 20, 1818,| - - - - | Resigned August 25, 1818. 
Hamilton, W. Aug. 19, 1818, 

Harding, William H. May 20, 1818, | - . - - | Admitted Sept. 10, 1818. 
Hunter, David, May 20, 1818,| - : - - | Admitted Sept. 14, 1818. 


Aug. 19, 1818, 
May 20, 1818. 
Aug. 19, 1818,| -_ - - - | Admitted Sept. 24, 1818, 
March 2, 1801, | Artillery, - | April 14, 1803. 


Nov. 10, 1803. . 
- - | Dismissed August 29, 1808. 


Nov. 23, 1807,| - 
June 15, 1808, | Light artillery. 

- - - | Resigned May 12, 1810. 
- - | Resigned, 1816. 
March 2, 1815, 


April 14, 1809, 
June 24, 1813,/ - 
July 22, 1813, ! Artillery, 
May 4, 1814,| - Resigned, 1817. 
June 3, 1814, - - | Resigned January 1, 1817. 
: - | Resigned December 10, 1816. 
- - | Resigned April 30, 1817. 
- Resigned August 31, 1818. 


July 6, 1814, 
Aug. 6, 1814, 
at 1814, 
arch 8, 1815, . 
May 10, 1815, Resigned, November 27, 1817. 
July 28, 1815, Dismissed October 31, 1818. 
July 9, 1816, Resigned February 10, 1818. 
Jan. 19, 1816, Resigned March 31, 1816. 
Aug. 19, 1818, Admitted September 30, 1818. 
Aug. 19, 1818, Admitted September 21, 1818. 
Admitted September 30, 1818. 
Admitted October 26, 1818. 
Admitted September 14, 1818. 
Admitted September 30, 1818, 


May 20, 1818, 
July 21, 1818, 
May 20, 1818, 

- - - | Resigned November 30, 1806. 
June 15, 1808, - : - | Resigned May 31, 1809. 
Dec. 25, 1813. 
Feb. 5, 1814, | Artillery, -| July 17, ‘1817. 


Homer, R 

Houston, Oswald, 
Hopson, J. D. 
Jackson, Henry B. 
Jones, Maurice W. 
Inderwink, Charles, 
Irvine, Armstrong, 
Johnson, Joel, 
Jackson, Allen, H. 
Johnson, Milo, 
Jacot, Daniel, 
Jameson, Titus J. 
Jenners, William, 
Johnson, William, 
Jones, Lucius, 
Jackson, John J. 
Jones, John C. 
Johnson, Z. F. 
Johnson, Nathaniel, 
James, William H. 
Jones, M. A. 
Ingalls, T. R. 
Johnson, Thomas, 
Johnson, T. F 
James, John J. 
Jones, E. 

Irvin, Henry L. 
Kelly, John J. 
Ketchum, Thomas, 
Kingsbury, Lawson, 
Ken, Eli W. 

Kirk, John C. 
Karrick, George Ord, 
Kirtland, Ambrose, 
Kingsby, Zebina J. D. 


: = & ee 4 ee & 8 S a 4 t ' S @ ee ' ' . 8 €&.s e¢ ¢& @ 


PF res : se 


rtillery, 


Nov. 6, 1804,/ - 
June 15, 1808, | Light artillery. 


May 20, 1818, 

Mar. 17, 1814, Resigned in 1817. 
April 7, 1814,| - - - - | Resigned in 1816. 
April 12, 1814, 
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PROMOTIONS. 
Names. Date a REMARKS. 
Corps or regiment. Date of appointment. 
Kepple, John H. -| July 9, 1814,| - - - - } Resigned in 1818 
oo hg ~ . _ _ 4 (* Frederick Lewis was educated 
ennedy, i : - | Jan. 6, 3 in France at the expense of his 
Leviz, Simon M. - | Mar. 2, 1801, | Engineers, - | October 12, 1802. | family; while abroad he was a 
Little, oi , - —_ 24, 1801, | Artillery, - | May 1, 1803. | Cadet on half-pay, but never re- 
Livingston, John, : -| June 7, 1802, ceived any; as when offered it was 
Lewis, Frederick, - | Jan. 25, 1803, ~ pa - | July 6, 1812, | declined. He resigned in 1805, 
Louiner, Lewis, - | July 14, 1804, | Infantry, - | Novem. 14, 1806. | and entered the corps of engi- 
ae ee - _ = — Artillery, - | Novem. 14, 1806. — aren lieutenant. ] 
orimer, Auguste - | Nov. - - - ° esigned in 1806. 
Leonard, Lut er, - | Oct. 9, } 1806, Artillery. ™ 
Lillington, John A. - | March 8, 1808, | - - - - | Resigned April 1, 1810. 
Larraby, Adam, - | Jan. 18, 1808, | Light artillery. 
Loomis, Gustavus, - | June 15, 1808, | Artillery. 
Lefingwell, Wm.C. -/| April 14, 1809, | - - . - | Resigned March 31, 1810. 
Loring, Henry H. - | April 14, 1813, | Light artillery, - | July 24, 1818. 
— Lot isa... cL hC. 
Lendrum, Thomas W. - | June 16, 1813, Artillery, - | March 2, 1815. 
a ee J. - way 5, 1813, | Engineers, -| March 4, 1815. 
ee, Alfred, -|Jan.8, I[814, 
Little, Edwin, E. -| May 9, 1814,] - * - | Resigned August 25, 1817. 
Lee, Richard B. - ed 7, 1814, Artillery, - | July 17, 1817 7 . ” _ , 
4amb, John - : - - - - esign anuary 31, 1816. 
Livingston ‘Edward, - | June 3, 1814, - - . . Resigned in 181), 
Lagnel, Julius A. - | July 26, 1814, 
Livingston, Morgan, - | July 26, 1814. 
owe Edward J. - aly 13, 1814, | Artillery, - | July 17, 1817. 
ei eorge - | Feb. 8, 1815 - - ° - | Resigned September 24, 1816. 
Lindsey, William C. - March 4, 1815, - - “ - | Dismissed in 1815, , 
Lindsey, George F. - | March 8, 1815. 
ni. mat A . - a o a - - . - | Resigned August 31, 1818. 
. , . - . : . 
Lowe, Vincent M. - | Jan. 17, 1816,] - - . » ~ pom 1, 18173 acci- 
ental discharge of a gun. 
Lacock, Dryden, - | Jan. 17, 1816, - . - | Died October 16, 1818. 7 
Long, Armistead, - | Nov. 27, 1816, 
Lacey, Westwood, - | Dec. 27, 1816. 
Lowndes, Rawlings, -| Mayl, 1816. 
Lowndes, Thomas O. - | Dec. 12, 1816. 
—. — a - yo - a - - « - | Admitted September 28, 1818. 
be , . oT na ° , . 
Lincoln, Albert, - | May 20, 1818,| - - e - | Admitted September 28, 1818. 
po Evaneie - may = ey - - - Admitted September 2, 1818. 
aaunch, J. D. - | Aug. 19, . 
Lee, C. L. ; - | Aug. 19, 1818. 
Lussell, Francis, - | July 21 
McRee, William, April 14, 1803, Engineers, - | July 1, 1805. 
a, Micha gn - Pais bs ony - - ° - | Resigned September 3, 1806. 
Martin, Henry L. . | March 6, 1805. 
Mason, Milo, - | Mar. 20, 1807, | Infantry, -| June 18, 1808. 
Murth, Ormond, - | Dec. 3, 1807, | Ist reg’tinfantry. 
eng Francis B.- — a 1808, | Light artillery, - | January 3, 1808. 
: fagee, — - eg » 1808, Artillery, - | January 24, 1809. 
anly, corse, - ct. 5, 1808, | 3d reg t infantry, | January 3, 1812. 
Merchant, Charles, : a 7, 1812, | Ist reg’t artillery, | March 11, 1814. 
Sie ted, iMaihue |b lee” ie 
* , . * u : . 
Mackenzie, John, * _| April 14, 1813: , 
McIntire, William, - | June ll, 1813, | - - . - | Died in 1818. 
McLaughlin, Wm. L. - | May 24, 1813,| - - ° - | Dismissed in 1813. 
Monroe, James, - | Sept. 3, 1813, | Artillery, - | M@rch 2, 1813. 
Macburnie, James L. - | Nov. 30, 1813, | - - ° - | Dismissed June 15, 1814. 
Middleton, Henry, - | Dec. 24, 1813, | Engineers, - | March 4, 1815. 
Morton, Edmund, - | May 9, 1814, 
Morton, Alexander, - | May 9, 1814. 
McKesson, Wm. A. -j|June7, 1814,| - - . - | Dismissed August 27, 1816. 
Malcolm, William G. - | July 26, 1814. 
McNiell, Wm. Gibbs, - | July 26, 1814, | Artillery, - | July 17, 1817. 
seeaenae, SASH, - ed - 4 Artillery, - | July 17, —:1817. 
Maul, Benedict -| July 1, 1814,) - - - - | Resigned November 8, 1817. 
Maitland, Wm.S. —- | Oct. 11, 1814. . , 
Morris, William W. - | Oct. 27, 1814. 
Mulhallon, Daniel, - | Oct.7, 1814,| - - . - | Resigned February 3, 1818. 
McRee, Samuel, - | Feb. 24, 1815. 
Millen, Richard, - | March6, 1815, | - - Resigned October 17, 1817. 
McClellan, Wm. B. - | March 8, 1815. 
McArthur, Thomas J. - | April 15, 1815, 
Mansfield, Edward D. - | May 10, 1815. 
Seurepery Sapeien, - 7 ~ 1815, | - . . - | Resigned November 10, 1817. 
orris, Lewis, - ug. 1815. 
Myers, Jefferson, - | Dec. 14, 1816, 
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ment. 
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Mason, Thomas, Feb. 5, 1816,] - - - - | Resigned December 1, 1817. 
2 —* ne 4 9, 1816. 
ead, Henry S. eb. 1, 1817 ° - - - | Resigned August 31, 1818. 

Mansfield, Joseph, Sept. 4, 1817. ” a : 
Moniac, David, Dec. 25, 1817. 
Morris, Thompson, Feb. 14, 1817. 
McRay, John, Oct. 9, 1817,| - - - - | Resigned September 1, 1818. 
Montgomery, D. M. Sept. 11, 1817. 
Morris, Gouverneur, May 20, 1818,| - - - - | Admitted September 30, 1818. 
Morrison, John B. May 20, 1818. 
McLain, G. W. Aug. 19, 1818, | - : - - | Admitted September 30, 1818. 
Millard, H. Aug. 19, 1818. 
Macomb, Jasper, July 21, 1818,] - - - - | Admitted September 1, 1818. 
McCall, George C. May 20, 1818,| - - - - | Admitted September 1, 1818. 
> aang Fy Aug. 19, 1818. 
Masey, Elijah, Aug. 19, 1818, | - - - - | Admitted September 28, 1818, 
Miles, D. 8S Aug. 19, 1818. 


McNamara, Thomas, 
Mason, Enoch, 
McCormick, P. 
Miller, Albert S. 
Noah, Samuel, 
Newman, Samuel, 
Newton, Edwin, 
Noel, ‘Thomas, 
Nicholson, Edward L. 
Nelson, J. 

Nicholas, William H. 
Newton, James, 
Newton, William S. 
Nixon, Richard, 
Nichols, John, 
Newell, John E. 
Osgood, Nathaniel, 
Osborn, S. M 
Ogden, Cornelius, 
Oakly, William S. 
Orr, John D. W. 
O'Neal, William, 
O’ Neal, Robert, 

O’F ling, Edmund, 
Porter, Ambrose, 
Proveaux, Joseph, 
Partridge, William, 
Partridge, Alden, 
Post, Justis, 

Peters, George P. 
Pike, George W. 


Aug. 19, 1818, 
Aug. 19, 1818, 
May 20, 1818, 
July 21, 1818,| - 
May 5, 1807, | Infantry, 
Oct. 30, 1807. 
June 24, 1813,| - - - - | Resigned September 21, 1816. 
May 25, 1814. 
May 25, 1814. 
June li, 1814, 
July 26, 1814. 
July 6, 1814,| - 

July 1, 1814, | Light artillery, 
Feb. 28, 1815,| - 

May 20, 1818,/ - 


Admitted September 26, 1818. 
Admitted September 26, 1818, 
Admitted September 17, 1818. 
Admitted November 6, 1818. 


Decem. 9, 1807. 


. - | Resigned October 29, 1817. 
July 22, 1818. 
- - | Resigned November 8, 1817. 
- - | Admitted September 21, 1818. 
- - - - - | Admitted September 1, 1818. 
4 June 15, 1808, | Artillery, January 3, 1812. 
June 15, 1808, | Infantry, - - | Killed at Fort Mims. 
May 14, 1813. 
May 18, 1814,| - 
Sept. 20, 1814, | Artillery, 
March 2, 1815, | - 
March 2, 1815, | - 
May 10, 1815,) - 
March 2, 1801, | - 
Dec. 2, 1800, | Artillery, 
Dec. 13, 1805, | Engineers, 
Dec. 14, 1805, | Engineers, 
Oct.9, 1806, | Artillery, 
Dec. 3, 1807, | Infantry, 
Jan. 20, 1808,| - 


Resigned October 31, 1818. 


Resigned April 1, 1818. 

- - | Resigned November 19, 1817. 
- - | Resigned August 5, 1817. 
Resigned February 28, 1802. 


July 17, 1817. 


Novem. 14, 1806. 
October 30, 1806. 
October 30, 1806. 
Decem. 9, 1807. 
June 18, 1808. 

- - | Dismissed September 10, 1810. 





‘ ! ‘ ' ' ‘ ! ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ' ' ' ‘ ' ‘ ' ' ' ' 


Payne, Asa, April 14, 1809, | - - - | Resigned May 24, 1810. 
Partridge Milton, Mar. 11, 1813, | - - - | Resigned October 1, 1817. 
Parkhurst, Jabez, July 21, 1813, | Light artillery, - | July21, 1814. 

Pooler, Robert M. Dec. 27, 1813, | Engineers, | March 4, 1815. 

Porter, Giles, April 7, 1814, | Artillery, | July 24, =—«:1818, 

Polk, Edward, June 28, 1814, - - - | Deserted December, 1816. 
Pleasonten, John H. July 7, 1814, - - - | Resigned October 7, 1817. 
Payne, John, August 6, 1814, - - - | Resigned February 28, 1818. 
Parker, Charles, Sept. 21, 1814, - zz - | Resigned April 30, 1817. 
Pratt, John, Sept. 20, 1814, | Ist reg’t infantry, | July 24, 1818, 


Pickens, John C. 
Aer a Edward, 
Pentland, Joseph, 
Pierce, Charles, 
Prescott, Jonathan, 


March 1, 1815, Resigned April 28, 1817. 

May 10, 1815, ° - | - - | Resigned March 31, 1818, 
Dec. 27, 1816. 
Aug. 15, 1817. 
Oct. 9, 1817,| * - - - - | Admitted September 1, 1818. 


4 ' . oy Ss ' 





Purviance, Oct. 27, 1817. 

Page, J. Aug. 19, 1818, , 
Pickett, John C. May 20, 1818, - - | - - | Admitted September 2, 1818. 
Philip, Joseph A. Aug. 19, 1818, - - | - - | Admitted September 30, 1818. 


Puris, Edward J. 
Porter, D. M. 
Person, Ben. EK. 
Rathbone, Samuel B. 
Roberts, Attheus, 
Robert, Erastus, 
Randall, Theodore, 
Ronan, George, 
Randol eh Thomas B. 
Rigal, William, 
Ripley, James, 
Renwick, William, 
Robinson, ‘Thomas, 
Ravurdi, Lewis, 
Russell, John C. 
Ramsey, George D. 
107 


April 4, 1818, - - 


- - | Admitted September 2, 1818. 
July 21, 1818. 


Admitted September 2, 1818. 


June 13, 1808. 
Dec. 12, 1808, 
- - | Resigned April, 1809. 


June, 1803, | Artillery, 
Mar. 20, 1807, | Artillery, 
Dec. 3, 1807, - 

April 2, 1808, 
June 15, 1808, | Ist reg’t infantry. 
Oct. 14, 1808, | Light artillery, January 3, 1812. 
May 29, 1813, | Ordnance, - | March2, 1815, 
May 8, 1813, | Artillery, - | Junel, 1814, 
Dec. 27, 1813, - - - - | Resigned 1816. 


Oct. 4, 1813. 
Resigned October 31, 1818. 


Mar. 22, 1814, | __- - - - 
May 9, 1814, | Light artillery, July 24, 1818, 
May 14, 1814, 














Mm 
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July 26, 1814. 
Sept. 14, 1814, - 
Sept. 26, 1814, | Marines, 
Oct. 27, 1814, ° 
Oct. 24, 1814, | Artillery, 
Oct. 5, 1814, - 


Rupp, Joseph D. 
Rogers, James, 
Roumfort, Augustus, 
Ruden, Jacques, 
Ringgold, Samuel, 
Reed, Alexander, 


Resigned 1815. 
Resigned November 30, 1818. 


Resigned 1815. 
. - | Resigned March 22, 1816. 


April, ‘1817. 
July 24, 1818. 


Ringgold, James, Nov. 12, 1814, ~ 

Rodgers, Jason, Feb. 24, 1815. t 

Ramsey, Andrew, March 3, 1815, . - - | Resigned January 1, 1817. 
Rodney, Thomas, Sept. 20, 1814, 

Ragland, ‘Thomas, August 9, 1815. 


Robinson, Prescott, Dec. 27, 1816. 


Ratcliff, Charles, Dec. 27, 1816. 
Risby, David, July 25, 1816, . ° ° ..| Resigned August 31, 1818. 
Ross, Edward C. Dec. 14, 1816. 

Rowland, Robert, Dec. 14, 1816, - - - - "| Resigned October 31, 1818. 
Robertson, Perkins, Dec. 26, 1816. 

Rose, William, Sept. 26, 1817. : 

Reynolds, J. G. Aug. 19, 1818, ‘ ‘ ° -. | Admitted September 14, 1818. 
Root, Edward E. May 20, 1818, ° am ° - | Admitted September 2, 1818. 
Robert, William, July 21, 1818. ; 

Ross, James, July 21, 1818, . - - | Admitted September 1, 1818. 


May 12, 1800, | Engineers, - | Oct. 12, 1809. 
March 6, 1806. ae 
° . | Dismissed May 11, 1808. 


June 8, 1807, . 
oe cee | Resigned April 1, 1810 


June 15, 1908, - 
June 15, 1808, | Artillery. 
April 14, 1809, | Light artillery. 
- * ey —_ artillery, ey 3, —_ 
an. - u 7. ° 
May 10, 1813, — - .™ : | Dismissed 1814. 
April 14, 1813. 

May 28, 1813, | Artillery, 


May 8, 1813, | Artillery, March 2, 1815. ; 
j 11, 1813, a . on aii - | Resigned June 5, 1816. 


July 8, 1813, rm - | Resigned January 1, 1817. 
June 16, 1813, - . m Resigned January 1, 1817, 


July 13, 1813. 
| June 25, 1813, | Artillery, 
July 9, 1813, | Artillery, 
August 7, 1813, | Ordnance, 
Sept. 10, 1813, | Ordnance, 
Jan. 15, 1814, " 

> jan. 5, 1814, - 

Jan. 8, 1814. 
Jan. 8, 1814, | Light artillery. 
April 7, 1814. 


May 9 1814, 

| June 2, 1814, Resigned 1816. 

June 15, 1814, Resigned October 1, 1816. 

| July 26, 1814, Resigned October 31, 1818. 

| July 30, 1814, Resigned January 1, 1817. 
Resigned January 1, 1817. 


Swift, Joseph G. 
Smith, Nathan, 
Smith, James, 
Sands, Abraham L. 
Strong, Joel, 
Smith, Ezra, 
Smith, William W. 
Sumpter, William, 
Spencer, James, 
Staats, Genett B. 
Swift, William H. 
Smith, Henry, 
Scott, Robert J. 
Smoot, Alexander, 
Smoot, Joseph, 
— George Ww. 
trong, Jasper, 
Sloo, » A os 4 
Stephenson, Thomas, 
Simonson, James, 
Symington, John, 
Spencer, Alexander, 
Spencer, Theodore, 
Smith, John, 
Stubbs, James R. 
Sears, Sylvanus, 
Sickels, Ethan C. 
Shaver, William, 
Slye, Robert A. 
Stoddert, Elijah, 
Symminton, Thomas, 
Schwartze, John, | July 19, 1814, 
Sudler, Thomas G. July 21, 1814, 
Story, Frederick W. C. | August 3, 1814, m - . 
Skinner, Aaron B. - | August 3, 1814, 


‘ 
[eet CAS 6 £666 6 OS ODO ee CAH 8 


March 2, 1815. 


eo Coe 2 





March 2, 1815, 
July 21, 1814, 
March 2, 1815, 


| March2, 1815. , 
- e Resigned 1816. 
: - | Resigned 1816. 


Resigned 1815. 


Smith, Samuel S. - | Nov. 11, 1814, Artillery, - | July 24, 1818. ; 
—— ms - | Dec. 22, 1814, : - ' K - Resigned November 8, 1817. 
trong, Joseph, - | Feb.8, 1815, | Artille uly 24, 1818. ; 
¥ r j ‘ ° sal - : - | Resigned May 6, 1817. 


Feb. 24, 1815, 
June 16, 1815, - . ‘ . 
Dec. 24, 1816, 


Sept.9, 1817, ; 
Aug. 5, 1817, - - - - Admitted September 4, 1818. 


June 14, 1817. 
April 19, 1818, Admitted September 28, 1818. 
May 20, 1818, Admitted September 14,1818. 
Aug. 19, 1818, Admitted September 30, 1818. 
May 20, 1818, “Admitted September 2, 1818. 
1818, Admitted September 7, 1818. 
May 20, 1818, Admitted September 7, 1818. 
May 20, 1818, Resigned August 24, 1818. 
Aug. 14, 1818, Admitted September 28, 1818. 
May 20, 1818, Admitted September 10, 1818. 
Aug. 19, 1818, Admitted September 30, 1818. 
Admitted November 6, 1818. 


Sykes, William E. 
Swan, Edward, 
Scott, John F. 

Scott, John B. 
Scott, William J. 
Stith, Townsend, 
Stickney, George, 
Surle, Frederick, 
Smith, Charles J. 
Shaw, Charles B. 
Snelling, Joseph, 
Shuler, John J. 
Shules, George S. 
Stewart, Richard H. 
Stevenson, James R. 
Slaughter, D. C 
Scott, James, 

Smith, Constantine. : 
Totten, Joseph G. - | Nov. 4, 1802, | Engineers, 


Resigned September 2, 1816. 


. =. & 2 . ¢@ -_ 2 2° 3 a 
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July 1, 1805. 

















Thayer, Sylvanus, - | Mar. 20, 1807, | Engineers, - | Feb, 28, . 1808. 
Templeman, George, - | Oct. 10, 1808, | Light artillery, Jan.3, 1812. 
Thompson, Alexander, - | Nov. 21, 1810, | 6thinfantry, - | Jan. 3, 1812. 
Trescott, George, - ' Mar. 11, 1813, ' Engineers, - | Oct. 16, 1813. 
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Taylor, William B. G. . 
Thruston, Charles M. - | June 8, 1813, | Artillery, - | July 21, 1814, 
Turner, Daniel, - | July 19, 1813, | Artillery, - | July 21, 1814, 
Tompkins, Augustus, - | Jan.5, 1814, - - - - | Resigned 1816. 
Tuffts, John M. - | May 4, 1814, 
Tompkins, Daniel D. - | May 18, 1814. ; 
Taylor, Robert B. - | July 21, 1814, - - - - | Resigned December 16, 1816. 
Turnbull, William, - | August 3, 1814. : 
Taliaferro, Hay, - | Oct. 27, 1814, - - - - | Resigned December 15, 1817. 
Tilghman, Thomas, - | Nov. 12, 1814, - - - - | Dismissed August 31, 1818. 
Talcott, Andrew, - | Mar. 14, 1815, | Engineers, - | July 24, 1818, 
Thompson, Henry, - | May 10, 1815, 
Ler pay George W. --| July 9, 1816. 
Taylor, Daniel, - | July 9, 1816. 
Tuttle, Stephenson, - | Dec. 12, 1816. 
Tennant, Charles, - | Dec. 27, 1816, , 
Tyler, Nathaniel, - | Nov. 18, 1817, - - . - | Admitted September 2, 1818. 
Taylor, George, - | Oct. 7, 1817, - - - - | Admitted September 1, 1818. 
Trenor, Eustis, - | Aug. 15, 1817. ; 
Tohrnston, Robert, - | Nov. 19, 1817, - - . - | Admitted September 21, 1818. 
Turner, John B. - | May 20, 1818. : 
Thompson, Edward, - | May 20, 1818, - - - - | Admitted September 2, 1818. 
Thompson, W - | Aug. 19, 1818, 
Tilton, E. G - | Aug. 19, 1818, 
Thompson, J. - | Aug. 19, 1818, ; 
Taliaferro, M. - | May 20, 1818, - - - - | Admitted September 1, 1818. 
Taliaferro, W. - | May 28, 1818. P 
‘Tyler, H. B. - | Aug. 19, 1818, - - - - | Admitted September 28, 1818, 
Trist, M. P. - | Sept. 12, 1818, - - - - | Admitted October 31, 1818. 
Trezevant, P. - | Aug. 19, 1818. 
Trimble, Isaac, - | May 20, 1818. 
Vincent, Paschal, - | July 14, 1804, | Artillery, - | March 6, 1806. 
Vallé, Louis, _ - | Jan. 11, 1805, | Artillery. 
Villard, HipoliteH. - | July 9, 1806, | Light artillery. 
Van Deventer, C. - | Jan.2, 1808, | Artillery. 
Van Deventer, M. F. - | June 17, 1813, | Artillery, - | March2, 1816, , 
Lae nee William, | July 13, 1813, - - - - | Resigned 1916. 
Underhill, Fred. A. = - | April 7, 1814. 
Vintoo, John R. - ay 4, 1814, | Artillery, ~ | July 17, 1817. p 
Van Wycke, William H.| May 3, 1814, - - |. e - | Resigned 1818. 
Vallean, Ming, - | Aug. 10, 1814, - - - - | Resigned November 8, 1817. 
Vining, Ben. C. - | Feb, 24, 1815, | Ordnance, - | July 24, 1818, 
Vail, Jefferson, - | Aug. 15, 1817. . 
Vinton, David H. - | May 20, 1818, - - - - | Admitted September 1, 1818. 
Voorhees, Silsby, - | May 20, 1818. 
Willard, Prentis, - | Nov. 23, 1803, | Engineers, - | Oct. 30, 1806. 
Whyte, ‘Matthew N. -| Nov. 6, 1804, 
Williams, Alexander J. | May 15, 1805, | Engineers, - | July 23, 1810. ’ 
Williams, Henry J. - | May 15, 1805,| - - - - | Resigned February 28, 1812. 
Wood, Eleazer D. - | May 17, 1805, | Engineers, - | October 30, 1806. 
Windham, John B. = - | May 27, 1805, | Artillery, - | Nov. 14, 1806. — 
Wolcott, Henry, - | April 13, 1808, | - - - - | Dismissed August, 1810, by 

order of Secretary of War. 

White, Henry C. - | June 15, 1808, | - - - - | Dismissed July 31, 1810, 
Willcocks, Joseph N. - | June 15, 1808, | 3d reg’t infantry, | January 3, 1812. 
Wright, John, - | May 22, 1812, pe yee - | March —, 1814, 
Webber, John A. - | April 14, 1813, | Light artillery, - | Sept. 30, 1816. 
Williams, Wolvert,  - May 22, 1813, | Ordnance, - | March2, 1815. 
Wetmore, Samuel W. - | April 14, 1813, | Artillery, -| July 21, 1814, 
Wells, Williams, - ay 17, 1813, | Light artillery, - | Juiy 21, 1814, 
Willard, Simon, - | July 29, 1813, | Ordnance, - | March 2, 1815, 
Washington, George A. | July 13, 1813, | Artillery, - | March 2, 1815. 
Wendell, Abraham, - | Sept.2, 1813, | Artillery, - | March2, 1815, 
Webb, Bloomfield, - | Nov. 30, 1813. 
Weed, William B. -| May9, 1814,/| - - - | Resigned August 31, 1818. 
Winder, John H. - | May ll, 1814, 
Welsh, William H. -| May 4, 1814. 
Whistler, George W. - | May 9, 1814. 
Watson, Charles M. -| June2, 1814. 
Wright, Robert, - | Juné9, 1814,| - — - - - } Resigned June 4, 1818, 
Webb, George, - | July 2. 1814, | Artillery, - | July 24, =: 1818, , 
Walker, James H. - | July 26, 1814,| - - - - | Resigned September 15, 1816. 
White, Richard, - | Feb. 8, 1815, | Light artillery, - | Dec. 1, 1817. 
Wallace, John R. - | Sept. 28, 1814,/ - - - - | Resigned January 31, 1817. 
Whetcroft, William, - | Oct. 24, 1814, | Marines, -| June 10, 1817. 
Washington, John M. - | Oct. 24, 1814, | Artillery, - | July 17,  —-1817. 
Webster, Horace, - | Oct. 24, 1814, | 3d infantry, - | July 24, 1814. 
Worthington, James D. | Nov. 5, 1814. 
Williams, James A. - | Feb. 24, 1815, | - - - - | Resigned January 1, 1818. 
Woolly, Aaron K. - | March 14, 1815. 
Wolcott, Oliver S. - | April 5, 1815, | - - . - | Transferred to the navy. 
Watkins, George 8S. - ay 10, 1815. | 
Ward, Charles, - | Nov. 17, 1815, | - : - - | Resigned July 17, 1817. 
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Resigned August 5, 1817. 


Resigned October 31, 1818. 


Admitted September 30, 1818. 


Admitted September 24, 1818. 
Admitted September 1, 1818. 
Admitted September 14, 1818. 
Admitted September 14, 1818. 
Admitted September 7, 1818. 
Admitted September 1, 1818. 
Admitted November 6, 1818. 


Admitted September 14, 1818. 
Admitted September 21, 1818. 
Admitted October 31, 1818. 


Admitted September 21, 1818. 








PROMOTIONS. 
Names. | Date of appoint- 
ment. 
Corps or regiment. 

| 
Wilking, James A. - | Nov. 25, 1816. 
Wright, William, - | Feb.5, 1816,] - . 2 
Walker, Benjamin, -| Feb.5, 1817. 
Wheeler, Otis, - | Aug. 15, 1817. 
Wheelock, John, - | Sept. 6, 1817. 
Wheelwright, W. - | Jan. 11, 1817. 
Wood, James, - | Sept. 20, 1817. 
Wells, Edward L. - | March 3, 1817, | - . - 
Wright, Thomas, - | Aug. 9,} 1817. 
Waites, Wilson G. - | Aug. 13, 1817. 
Wallace, David, - | Feb. 14, 1817. 
Wells, William W. - Jan. 20, 1817. 
Wright, A. M. - | Aug. 9, 1818,] - . - 
Wales, Samuel, - | Aug. 19, 1818. 
Wheelock, T. B. - | Aug. 19, 1818, | - ° . 
Wollcott, John S. - | May 20, 1818,/ - . ‘ 
Wright, Benjamin H. - May 20, 1818,| - - - 
Wade, G. J. D. - | Aug. 29, 1818, | - “ ‘ 
Whetten, G. W. - | Aug. 19, 1818,] - - ‘ 
Wragg, Samuel, - | May 20, 1818,| - - - 
Watts, John P. - | July 21, 1818,] - - a 
Withers, J. T. - | Aug. 19, 1818, 
we George, - | May 20, 1818, | - ‘ - 
Wail, William, - | July 21, 1818,] - : : 
Willcocks, J. R. - | Aug. 19, 1818, | - ° 3 
Williams, C. C. - | Aug. 19, 1818. 
Young, W. O. -| Aug. 19, 1819,| - - - 
15th Coneress.] No. 175. 

CONTRACTS MADE IN THE 


[2d Session. 


YEAR 1818. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 25, 1819. 


Sir: 


, ? 


The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


DeparTMENtT or War, February 24, 1819. 


In compliance with an act concerning public contracts, passed April 21, 1808, [ have the honor to transmit to 
Congress statements exhibiting the contracts which were made by the commissary general of subsistence, the ord - 
nance department, the commissary general of purchases, and the engineer department, in the year 1818, marked A, 


I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 


J. C. CALHOUN. 

















A. 
A list of contracts made by the Commissary General of Subsistence in the year 18148. 
Amount of each Total. 
ARTICLES. estiche. 
Sterrett Ramsay, for the following ye 7 nach subsistence to be delivered at the post 
of Carlisle: 
51 barrels of pork, at $22, - - - $1,122 00 
107 bushels of peas or beans, at $1 75, - 187 25 
138 barrels of dene, at $8, - - - 1,104 00 
24 barrels of whiskey, at 55 cents per gallon, - 422 40 
9 hundredweight of soap, at 10 cents per pound, - 100 80 
360 pos of candles, at 22 cents, - - 79 20 
15 bushels of salt, at $1 25, - : - 18 75 
240 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents, - - - 60 00 
$3,094 40 
Sterrett Ramsay, for the post of Baltimore: 
857 barrels of pork, at $19, - - - 16,283 00 
1,786 bushels of peas or beans, at $1 50, - - 2,679 00 
2,296 barrels of flour, at $9, - . - 20,664 00 
400 barrels of whiskey, at 55 cents per gallon, - : 7,040 00 
143 hundredweight of soap, at 10 cents per pound, - 1,601 60 
6,000 es of candles, at 19 cents, - : 1,140 00 
250 bushels of salt, at 70 cents, : - - 175 00 
4,000 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents, - - 1,000 00 
50,582 606 
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. Amount of each Total. 
ARTICLES. article. 
Jesse Smith, for the post of Sackett’s Harbor: 
385 barrels of pork, at $16 50, - - $6,352 50 
804 bushels of peas or beans, at 94 cents, - - 755 76 
1,033 barrels of flour, at $6 20, - - - 6,404 60 
, 180 barrels of whiskey, at 48 ‘cents per gallon, - - 2,764 80 
6,400 pounds of soap, at 10 cents, - - : 640 00 
2,700 unds of candles, at 20 cents, ° - 540 00 
113 bushels of salt, at 85 cents, - - : 96 05 
1,800 gallons of vinegar, at 30 cents, - . ° 540 00 
$18,093 71 
Charles Bullock, for the post of Fort Hawkins: 
107 barrels of pork, at $28, - - 2,996 00 
223 bushels of or beans, at $2 50, - - 557 50 
287 barrels of flour, at $18, - - 5,166 00 
50 barrels of whiske , at $1 per gallon, - - 1,600 00 
18 hundredweight o soap, at 15 cents per pound, - 302 40 
= unds of candles, at 27 cents, - - 202 50 
1 bushels of salt, at $3 25, - - . 100 75 
580 gallons of vinegar, at $1, - - - 500 00 
11,425 15 
George Cooper, for the post of New York: 
428 barrels of pork, at $16, - - - 6,848 00 
893 bushels of — or beans, at $2, - : 1,786 00 
1,148 barrels of flour at $8, - - 9,184 00 
"200 barrels of whiskey, at 63 cents per gallon, - - 4,032 00 
7,100 hundredweight of soap, at 10 cents per pound, - 795 20 
3,000 pounds of candles, at 15 cents, - 450 00 
125 bushels of salt, at 50 cents, - - - 62 50 
2,000 gallons of vinegar, at 15? cents, - - 313 33 
23,471 03 
Ralph Parker, for the post of Niagara: 
107 barrels of pork, at $21, : . 2,247 00 
» 223 bushels of = or beans, at $1 50, - - 334 50 
287 barrels of flour, at $6 25, - - - 1,793 75 
50 barrels of whiskey, at 60 cents per gallon, - - 960 00 
= hundredweight of soap, at 16 cents per pound, - 322 56 
unds of candles, at 20 cents, - 150 00 
ushels of salt, at 70 cents, - - - 21 70 
- gallons of vinegar, at 22 cents, - - - 110 00 
5,939 51 
Jonathan Allen, for the post of Boston: 
750 barrels of pork, at $24, - - - 18,000 00 
1,652 bushels or peas or beans, at $2, - - 3,124 00 
2, "009 barrels of our, at $10, - - - 20,090 00 
350 barrels of whiskey, at 624 cents per gallon, - 7,000 00 
125 hundredweight of soap, at 10 cents per pound, - 1,400 00 
5,250 ae a of candles, at 15 cents, - 787 50 
219 bushels of salt, at 624cents, - - - 136 824 
3,500 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents, - - - 875 00 
51,413 324 
Izra Smith, for the post of Plattsburg: 
128 barrels of pork, at $20, ° - - 2,560 00 
268 bushels of peas or beans, at $1, - - 268 00 
344 barrels of flour, at $8 50, - a - 2,924 00 
60 barrels of whiskey, at 60 cents per gallon, - - 1,152 00 
21 hundredweight o soap, : at 14 cents per pound, : 329 28 
9 hundredweight of candles, at 18 cents per pound, - 162 00 
38 bushels of salt, at $1, - 38 00 
600 gallons of vinegar, at 23 cents, - - - 138 00 
7,571 28 
William Hill, for the post of Detroit: 
1,378 barrels po ann at $15, - - - 20,670 00 
2, ,871 bushels of peas or beans, at $2 75, - . 7,895 25 
3, 691 barrels of flour, at $7 50, - - - 97,682 50 
"643 barrels of whiske at 45 cents per gallon, - - 9,259 20 
230 hundredweight o soap, at 12 cents per pound, - 3,091 20 
9,645 pounds of candles, at 17 cents, - - 1,639 65 
*402 bushels of salt, at $1 40, - - - 562 80 
6,430 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents, - - - 1,607 50 
72,408 10 
William Hill, for the post of Pittsburg: 
85 barrels of pork, at $10, - - - 850 00 
179 bushels of peas or beans, at $2 00, - - 358 00 
230 barrels of flour, at $4 25, - - - 977 50 | 
40 barrels of whiskey, at 34 ‘cents per gallon, - - 435 20 
= hundredweight of soap, at 10 cents per pound, - 156 80 
unds of candles, at 15 cents, - 90 00 
“25 bushels of salt, at $1 25, - - 31 25 
400 gallons of vinegar, at 18 "cents per gallon, - - 72 00 
2,970 75 
Cyrus W. Murray, for the post of Norfolk: 
267 barrels of pork, at $18, - - 4,806 00 
558 bushels of peas or beans, at $1 20, - - 669 60 
717 barrels of flour, at $8 50, - - - 6,094 50 
125 barrels of whiskey, at 58 ‘cents per gallon, - - 2,320 00 
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Ms LIST OF CONTRACTS—Continued. 
ARTICLES. Amount of each Total. 
article. 
Cyrus W. Murray, for the post of Norfolk: 
45 handredweight of soap, at 9 cents per pound, - $453 60 
1,875 aA unds of candles, at 18 cents, - ° 337 50 
shels of salt, at 80 cents, - - - 62 40 
1 950 gallons vinegar, at 30 cents, = - - - 375 00 
$15,118 60 
Camillus Griffith, for the ~ st of Philadelphia: 
160 barrels of pork, at $22, . - 3,520 00 
385 bushels of peas or beans, at $1 30, - - 500 50 
430 barrels of flour, at $9 25, - - ° 3,977 50 
75 barrels of whiskey, at 57 cents per gallon, - 1,368 00 
27 hundredweight of soap, at 9 cents per pound, - 272 16 
a, = 4me- of candles, at 18 cents, - 202 50 
shels of salt, at 80 cents, “ - 37 60 
750 gallons of vinegar, at 30 cents, - : 225 00 
10,103 26 
Moses Bliss, for the post of Springfield, Massachusetts: 
51 barrels of pork, at $20, : . : 1,020 00 
107 bushels of peas or beans, at $2, - - 214 00 
138 barrels of flour, at $10, . « 1,380 00 
24 barrels of whiskey, at 75 cents per gallon, - 576 00 
9 hundredweight o soap, at 9 cents per pound, - 90 72 
= 4 mmm of candles, at 18 cents, . 64 80 
shels of salt, at $1, - - . 15 00 
940 gallons of vinegar, at 20 cents, - - 48 00 
3,408 52 
Bosson, Cowden, & Co. and George Bates, for the post of Newport, Kentucky: 
64 barrels ef pork, at $16, - 1,024 00 
134 bushels of peas or beans, at $1 95, . ° 167 50 
172 barrels of flour, at $6 25, - o ° 1,161 00 
30 barrels of whiskey, at 50 cents per gallon, - 480 00 
11 hundredweight of soap, at 103 cents per pound, - 129 36 
450 pounds of candles, at 18 cents, - 81 00 
19 bushels of salt, at $1 624 ° « . 30 87 
300 gallons of vinegar, at 20 cents, - - 60 00 
3,133 73 
H. A. Fay, for the post of Albany: 
64 barrels of pork, at $18, - : 1,152 00 
134 bushels of or beans, at $1 25, ° ° 167 50 
172 barrels of flour, at $8 25, - . . 1,419 00 
30 barrels of whiskey, at 65 cents per gallon, - 624 00 
11 hundredweight o soap, at 12 cents per pound, - 147 84 
= oo of candles, at 18 cents, - 81 00 
ushels of salt, at 75 cents, - - * 14 25 
900 gallons of vinegar, at 23 cents, - - 69 00 
3,674 59 
James Sehaagm, for rr post of New Orleans: 
1,652 hundredweight of bacon, at 11 cents per pound, - 20,352 64 
1,110 barrels of pork, at $15, “ 16,650 00 
4, "625 bushels of peas or beans, at $2 33 }, - - 10,791 67 
° 3 776 barrels of corn meal, at $4 50, - - 16,992 00 
2,549 barrels of flour, at $7, . ° 17,843 00 
1,036 barrels of whiskey, at 50 cents per gallon, - 16,576 00 
"370 hundredweight of soap, at 10 cents per pound, - 4,144 00 
anes Speen of candles, at 19 cents, - 2,952 60 
ushels of salt, at 66 cents, - ° ° 427 68 
10, 300 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents, . - 2,590 00 
109,319 59 
James Johnson, for the post of Baton Rouge: 
128 hundredweight of bacon, at 11 cents per pound, - 1,576 96 
86 barrels of prime pork, at $15, - . 1,290 00 
357 bushels of Fn or beans, at $2 334, - - 833 00 
197 barrels of flour, at $7, - - 1,379 00 
292 barrels of corn meal, at $4 50, - - 1,314 00 
80 barrels of whiskey, at 50 cents per gallon, - 1,280 00 
29 hundredweight soap, at 10 cents per pound, - 324 80 
1,200 pounds of candles, at 19 cents, - 228 00 
ushels of salt, at 66 cents, - - - 33 00 
800 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents, - ° 200 00 
8,458 76 
James Johnson, for the post of Natchitoches: 
40 hundredweight of moeat at 13 cents per pound, - 582 40 
27 barrels of pork, at $19 - 513 00 
112 bushels of peas or beans, at $3 333, - . 373 33 
91 barrels of corn meal, at $7 50, : - 682 50 
61 barrels of flour, at $11, - ° 671 00 
50 barrels of whiskey, at 624 cents per gallon, - 500 00 
a hundredweight o soap, at 12 cents per pound, - 120 96 
= unds of candles, at 21 cents, - 78 75 
shels of salt, at $2, - - 32 00 
ose gallons of vinegar, at 374 cents, - : 93 75 
3,647 69 
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Amount of each Total. 
ARTICLES. article. 





James Johnson, for the post of Arkansas: 


40 hundredweight of bacon, at 16 cents per pound, - $716 80 
27 barrels of prime pork, at $25, - - - 675 00 
- 280 00 


112 bushels of peas or beans, at $2 50, - 
91 barrels of corn meal, at $6, - - 546 00 
61 barrels of flour, at $12, : - 732 00 


25 barrels of whiskey, at $1 per gallon, - - 800 00 

9 hundredweight of soap, at 16 cents per pound, - 161 28 

375 pounds of candles, at 25 cents, - - 93 75 

16 bushels of salt, at $2 50, - - - 40 00 

250 gallons of vinegar, at 35 cents, - - - 87 50 
$4,132 33 





James Johnson, for the post of St. Louis: 
1,025 hundredweight of bacon, at 11 cents per pound, - 12,628 00 
689 barrels of pork, at $15, - - 10,335 00 


2,871 bushels of peas or beans, at $2 33, - 6,699 00 
2,343 barrels of corn meal, at $4 50, . - 10,543 50 
1,582 barrels of flour, at $7, - - - 11,074 00 
643 barrels of whiskey, at 50 cents per gallon, - 10,288 00 
230 hundredweight of soap, at 10 cents per pound, - 2,576 00 
9,645 pounds of candles, at 19 cents, - - 1,832 55 
402 bushels of salt, at 66 cents, - - + 265 32 
6,430 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents, - - - 1,607 50 
67,848 87 








$475,815 794 


= 














This contract, made and entered into this 23d day of February, Anno Domini, 1818, between Robert L. Stevens, 
of the town of Hoboken, State of New Jersey, of the one part, and the United States of America, through George 
Bomford, lieutenant colonel of ordnance, deputed as agent therefor, by the Department of War, of the other part. 
witnesseth: That the said Robert L. Stevens doth hereby contract and engage with the said United States as follows: 

That, for the consideration hereinafter mentioned, he will manufacture and deliver, for the use of the United 
States, and to the order of the aforesaid George Bomford, or of the Department of Ordnance, two thousand elongated 


shells of the following description: 
Two hundred of a size for an eighteen pounder cannon. 
‘Twelve hundred of a size for a twenty-four pounder. 


Six hundred of a size for a thirty-two pounder. ; : 
But should it be deemed hereafter necessary to have a greater number of large shells, the United States will re- 


ceive in lieu of the two hundred eighteen pounder shells the like number for eight inch howitzers, or ten inch mor- 
tars, the United States paying the difference of price in proportion to the prices given into Government; the said 
shells to be delivered in three years from the date hereof; one-third of the whole number in each years until the 
whole shall be delivered, and to be paid for on inspection, approval, and delivery; the shells to be delivered in per- 
fect preparation for service, with the exception of not being filled. It is, however, understood and agreed, that, 
after the expiration of the term of the first delivery, (say one year,) that six shells, promiscuously taken from any one 
part or parcel, shall be filled and fired, and that, should they fail to explode, the aforenamed contractor shall be 
permitted in the first delivery to remedy the defect. That, at the expiration of the second year, a second trial shall 
be made; and, should the shells of the aforementioned part or parcel fail to explode, the said Stevens, together with 
his sureties, shall be bound to refund to the United States the sum or sums of money which he may have previously re- 
ceived, agreeably to the terms of this contract. On the proof of the elongated shells, after they shall have been one 
year completely prepared, (with the exception of the bursting charge,) should a greater number than two out of six 
fail to explode, the aforementioned forfeiture will be required; it being also understood that the aforementioned shells 
- - - _— with similar charges to those now used for battering artillery—say one-third and one-fourth the weight 
of the bullet. 

And the said Stevens further"engages and binds himself, his father, his brothers, and all other persons whomsoever, 
having any knowledge of the construction or mode of preparing the said elongated shells, his and their heirs, executors, 
administrators, and assigns, as follow: That there shall be furnished to the Department of War, or Ordnance, a full 
and perfect explanation, in writing, of the construction, preparation, and use of the said elongated shells: that he and 
the persons before named will never disclose in the manufacturing of the said shells, or through any means what- 
ever. further than may be absolutely necessary in the manufacturing of the said shells. And for further security, 
that the distribution of labor shall be such as to preclude, as far as possible, a knowledge of their construction to any 
person whomsoever, excepting to the War and Ordnance Departments, aforesaid, the Secretary of the Navy De- 
partment, and the Navy Commissioners, any information as to the manner of construction, preparation, or use of 
said shells, that this information shall be communicated to the Department of Ordnance in the following manner: The 
written description shall be enveloped and sealed under a parchment cover, placed securely in a copper box, with a 
goed lock affixed thereto, and locked; which box shall be forwarded by one conveyance, and the key thereof by 
another. And the parties contracting, as aforesaid, further engage, that they will not, for any consideration what- 
ever, ever make or attempt any elongated shells, or any engine of war in any respect similar to, or upon any of the 
ape oy of said shells, for any foreign prince or potentate, or for any person or persons, or any bodies corporate, 

it only for the use of the said United States, and as may be ordered by the Departments and Board before named, 
without the consent of the President thereof first had and obtained in writing; and, also, that any improvements 
which may occur to them in the construction of the said shells shall be communicated, and solely belong to the said 


United States. 
And the said Stevens further engages and agrees, that, ve he retains to himself, individually, the right of 
persons concerned therein, to such restrictions as 


using the aforesaid shells in time of war, he binds himself, and al 
the United States may impose, even if they should extend to a total prohibition of such use. And the said George 
Bomford, acting as aforesaid, doth contract and engage with the said Robert L. Stevens, that, on the delivery of the 
said elongated shells by him, conformably to the conditions herein stipulated and recited, there shall be paid to him, 
or any person duly pte bow mF to receive the same, for the said shells, as follows: For each shell suited to an eighteen 
pounder cannon, twenty dollars and ninety cents; for each shell suited to a twenty-four pounder cannon, twenty - 
three dollars and ten cents; for each shell suited to a thirty-two pounder cannon, twenty-six dollars and forty cents, 
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current money of the United States; but, before any pegments shall be made, the said Stevens shall make oath, in 
due form, that neither himself, nor any other person, hath, either directly or indirectly, openly or covertly, in any 
manner, violated or departed from any of the stipulations herein entered into by him, enjoining secrecy, as to the 
construction, preparation, and use of the said elongated shells. ; 

Should the said Stevens be es by the Ordnance Department to deliver any of the shells at any other port 
than that of New York, then, and in that case, he shall be allowed and paid the usual and current expense of pack- 
ing, boxes, and transportation, unless they shall be transported by officers of the United States. 

The United States engages, that if, after the performance of this contract, the War or Ordnance Departments 
should deem it necessary to make any private contract for a further supply of shells of the aforementioned descrip- 
tion, the said Stevens shall have a preference given to him to enter into such a new contract with the United States. 

And the said Robert L. Stevens doth further engage, that no member of eo ty shall have any interest, or be 
in anywise concerned, directly or indirectly, in any of the profits or receipts which may accrue to him from this 
contract. 

In testimony whereof, the said parties have hereunto interchangeably subscribed their names, and affixed their 


seals, the day and year first above written. 
ROBERT L. STEVENS, 


GEORGE BOMFORD, 
Lieut. Col. of Ordnance. 
In the presence of 
Wituiam TuorntTon, 
Joun Morton, Captain of Ordnance. 


MEMORANDUM. 
It is mutually understood that the cost,of each elongated shell is as follows: 
A shell for an eighteen pounder, — - - - - - $19 00 
A shell for a twenty-four pounder, - - - - - 21 00 
A shell for a thirty-two pounder, = - - - - - 24 00 
A shell for a forty-two pounder, = - - - - - 27 50 
A shell for a fifty pounder, - - - - - 30 00 
- - - - - 45 00 


A shell for an hundred pounder, 


Should a less number than 15,000 be ordered, an advance of ten per cent. must be made on the above estimate; 
should 25,000 or more be contracted for, a deduction of five per cent. on the estimate will be made. 


Be it made known by these presents, that it is hereby mutually agreed, by and between the United States of 
America, through the agency of George Bomford, lieutenant colonel of ordnance, deputed :by the Department of 
War for that purpose, on the one part, and James C. Neilson, of the city and county of Baltimore, and State of 
Maryland, merchant, on the other part: 

hat the said James C. Neilson be hereby authorized, and he engages accordingly, to make purchases in Europe 
of certain implements and materials for the use of the armories of the United States, (according to lists thereof, to be 
furnished by superintendents of said armories,) at the lowest cash prices for such articles as may be current or 
attainable. The said Neilson also engages to render to the Department of Ordnance all the original bills and in- 
voices of the aforesaid articles so purchased by him, and to transact all the necessary and usual measures of forward- 
ing them to the ports of New York and Baltimore; and from thence to the respective armories, as he may be directed 
by the aforesaid Department: the whole to be delivered on or before the first day of November next ensuing. 

And the said United States, through their agent aforesaid, do engage to advance to the said James C. Neilson, for 
the purposes herein mentioned, a sum amounting to not less than twenty-five thousand dollars,and not to exceed thirty 
thousand dollars, upon his executing and rendering to the Department aforesaid a bond of surety for the faithful 
performance of this agreement. And the United States do further agree, to allow and pay to the said Neilson a 
clear commission of five per centum on the original cost of the aforesaid articles, and upon the customary charges of 
importation and transportation, or delivery hereof, as herein prescribed. 

And it is further understood between the parties hereunto, that, should the list of articles, or the purchase 
thereof, not amount to the sum advanced to the said Neilson, he shall be at liberty to expend the whole in the pur- 
oe of a implements and materials, and in such proportions as in his own judgment may seem advisable 
and suitable. 

In testimony whereof, the parties to these presents have interchangeably signed their names, and affixed their 


seals, this fourth day of March, A. D. 1818. 
GEORGE BOMFORD, 


Lieut.. Col. of Ordnance. 
Witness present, JAMES C. NEILSON. 


Joun Morton, Capt U. S. Ordnance. 


Know all men by these presents, that it is hereby mutually agreed by and between the United States, by the agen- 
cyjof George Bomford, lieutenant colonel of ordnance, deputed therefor by the Department of War, and Jacob Rich- 
ards, of Cecil county, Maryland, that the said Jacob Richards shall and will manufacture and deliver, within two 
years from the date hereof, thirty-five thousand musket stocks, for the use of the armories of the United States; the 
same to be cut and shaped from sound, thrifty, close-grained old field walnut plank, full two and one-quarter inches 
thick, entirely free from knots, sap, and every kind of defect; the said musket stocks to be sawed, and, in other 
respects, strictly conformable to a pattern which shall be furnished, if necessary, by the Department of Ordnance; 
the stocks to be delivered in the numbers following, viz: five thousand on the 20th October next ensuing; fifteen 
thousand on the 20th October, 1819; and fifteen thousand on the 20th October, 1820: which he engages to deliver at 
the city of Baltimore, to an officer or agent of the United States, as shall be designated therefor, on information 
given to the said Richards. ; 

It is further agreed, that the eee of the said musket stocks is, and shall be, at the rate of twenty-five cents each, 
money of the United States, and payable to the amount of each and every parcel delivered, after due inspection by 
a person or persons to be appointed for that purpose by the United States; and, after such inspection, shall certify 
that the same have been approved by him as conformable, in all respects, to the stipulations of this agreement. It is 
expressly conditioned, that no member of Congress is, or shall be, admitted to any share or part of this contract or 
agreement, or to any benefit to arise therefrom. : i 

Witness the hands and seals of the said parties, at Octoraro Mills, Cecil county, Maryland, this fourth day of 


July, 1818. 
JACOB RICHARDS, 
JOHN H. CROMWELL, 


Sealed and delivered, in presence of JAMES L. PORTER. 


iLL1aM E. Dorsey, 
Epmunp Puysicx. 
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Articles of agreement made and concluded at the city of Washington, this Ist day of August, A. D. 1818, 
between Decius adsworth, colonel of ordnance, with the approbation and consent of the honorable John C. Cal- 
houn, Secretary of War, of the one part, and Daniel Bussard, of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, of the 
other part, witnesseth: 

That whereas Messrs. Stull & Williams, of Georgetown, merchants, did, on the 25th day of May, 1815, bor- 
row from the magazines of the United States, six hundred barrels of gunpowder, containing altogether 60,000 
pounds, on the condition of returning an equal quantity of serviceable gunpowder when thereunto required; for the 
performance of which condition, the said Daniel Bussard made himself responsible; and whereas there is now due 
and owing from the said Stull and Williams, and the said Daniel Bussard, to the United States, on account of the 
aforesaid loan, the quantity of 39,572 pounds of gunpowder: Now, the said Danie! Bussard doth agree to manufac- 
ture and deliver to the United States, within three years from this date, 39,572 pounds of good serviceable gunpow- 
der, one-fourth of which to be of a quality and grain suitable for small arms, and the remainder of a quality and 
grain suitable for cannon; the whole to be duly proved and inspected according to law, and to be packed in good 
and serviceable casks, full trimmed, at the expense of the said Daniel Bussard; which shall be received, on the part 
of the United States, in full satisfaction of the original agreement of the said Stull & Williams, and the said 
Daniel Bussard. 

It is also further agreed that the said Daniel Bussard shall manufacture and deliver to the United States a 
further quantity of gunpowder, not exceeding 40,000 pounds, within three years from this date; the said powder 
last mentioned to be packed in good casks, full trimmed, and to be in the proportions for small arms and cannon 
and in quality as before stated: for which he shall be allowed twenty-five cents per pound money of the Unite 
States. The price of the casks to be charged to the United States. 

It is further agreed that an advance shall be made to the said Daniel Bussard, not exceeding ten thousand dol- 
lars, to enable him to erect works on Paint creek, suitable for manufacturing gunpowder, and to purchase and lay 
in materials, the said advances to be made by the Secretary of War, it being fully understood that a sum not less 
than | thousand dollars be expended on the works at Paint creek, and in seotulline materials for manufacturing 
gunpowder. . : ' ; 

It is further agreed, that the said Daniel Bussard shall give security for the faithful performance of the said con- 
tract, by a conveyance, or by conveyances, in trust to Thomas Mustine, of Georgetown, of so much of his real 
estate as may be deemed sufficient for that purpose, with a power to sell the same in case of his failure to perform 
faithfully the said contract. _— 

It being further understood that parts of the said ete shall, from time to time, be released from the incum- 
brance, as the said contract shall, in part, be fulfilled, so as to justify such release. 

In testimony whereof, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals, the day and year first above named. 


DANIEL BUSSARD, 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, 
“ Colonel of Ordnance. 
Witnesses present, 
Tuos. G. Rinccotp, 
Wha. Rippatt. 


Whereas a contract was concluded on the 4th day of February, A. D. 1815, between Lieutenant Colonel Bom- 
ford, of the Ordnance Department, on behalf of the United States, and Randolph Ross, of Montgomery county, in 
Virginia, for the delivery of two hundred thousand pounds of gunpowder, for the United States’ service, at the rate 
of fifty-five cents per pound: And whereas the said contract contained a clause, purporting that if the Government 
of the United States should want a further supply of gunpowder, the said Randolph Ross should be entitled to 
deliver a further quantity of one hundred thousand pounds of gunpowder, at the same price of fifty-five cents per 
pound: Now, this agreement made between Decius W adsworth, colonel of ordnance, in the service of the United 
States, acting under the direction of the honorable J. C. Calhoun, Secretary of War, of the one part, and the said 
Randolph Ross, of the other part, witnesseth: 

That the said Randolph Ross doth agree to deliver to the United States, within three months from this date, or 
as soon as the same can be conveniently inspected and proved, one hundred thousand pounds of serviceable gun- 
powder, one-half of which to be of a quality and grain suitable for muskets, two-fifths of the same to be of a grain 
and quality suitable for cannon, and one-tenth of a grain and quality suitable for rifles; the whole of the said powder 
shall be well glazed, and packed in good casks, full trimmed, each cask containing one hundred pounds, nett weight, 
of gunpowder; the expense of the casks to be defrayed by the said Randolph Ross. It is further agreed, that the 
said powder shall be proved, inspected, and received, at or near the city of Richmond, in Virginia. The inspection 
and proof to be made by an officer of the Ordnance Department, to be deputed for that purpose. It is further 
agreed,.that thetsaid Randolph Ross shall be entitled to receive, for the onion be may deliver under this contract, 
at the rate of forty-five and a half cents ad pound. But as the funds of the Ordnance Department will not permit 
its being paid for immediately, the said Randolph Ross consents to the payment being deferred until suitable provi- 
sion be made, and money appropriated by Congress to satisfy his demand; it being understood the proper represen- 
tation will be made to Congress, at their next session, by the Secretary of War, to that effect. 

It is understood and agreed, that the execution of this contract shall be a final settlement of all claims against 
the United States by the said Randolph Ross having relation to contracts for gunpowder. 

In testimony whereof, the parties have hereunto set their hands, and affixed their seals, this thirteenth day of 


August, A. D. 1818. 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 
RANDOLPH ROSS. 
Witness present, 
James T. ALEXANDER, 
Witness present, for Ross, 
Jno. G. GAMBLE. 


This agreement, made the 15th day of August, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, between Decius 
Wadsworth, colonel of ordnance in the service of the United States, with the approbation and consent of the honor- 
able John C. gaa Secretary of War, of the one part, and William Wirt and John Clarke, Esquires, of the other 

art, witnesseth: 
‘ That the said Wirt and Clarke do engage to fabi cate and deliver to the United States, under the act of Congress 
for arming and equipping the militia, within eighteen months from this date, one hundred and twenty light six 
pounder cannon, (iron,) and sixty iron twenty-four pounder howitzers; also, twenty tons of six pounder round shot, 
and twenty tons of spherical case shot suitable for twenty-four pounder guns or howitzers, and ten tons of spherical 
case shot for six pounders and twelve pounders, in such proportion for each caliber as shall be directed by the Ord- 
nance Department, at the following rates or prices, viz: Light six pounders at seventy dollars each gun; twenty- 
four pounder howitzers at seventy-five dollars each; round six pounder shot at one hundred and twenty dollars per 
ton; spherical case shot, for twenty-four pounders, at two hundred and twenty dollars per ton; spherical case shot, 
for six pounders and twelve pounders, at two hundred and fifty dollars per ton. One-half of the above cannon, 
cannon shot, and — case shot, to be delivered within twelve months from this present date; the drawings, 
m 
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patterns, and dimensions of the different guns, shot, and shells, to be furnished by the United States’ Ordnance 
Department, with all convenient despatch, to the said contractors, Messrs. Wirt and Clarke. 

It is further and hereby agreed that, to enable the said contractors to provide stock and make the necessary prepa- 
rations, there shall be advanced to the said Wirt and Clarke, out of the fund provided by Congress for arming and 
equipping the militia, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, which shall be reimbursed to the United States out of the 
guns, shot, and shells, hereby contracted to be delivered, in a reasonable proportion, according to the quantities 
which may be delivered from time to time. ’ 

It is further agreed, that the said Wirt and Clarke shall fabricate and deliver to the United States, within two 
years from this date, for the general service of the United States, one hundred and fifty tons. of heavy cannon and 
mortars, consisting of twenty-four pounder battering cannon, or other larger calibers, and mortars of eight inches, 
of ten inches, and of thirteen inches, in such proportions of each as shall be demanded; and fifty tons of he can- 
non shot and shells, for mortars of eight inches, of ten inches, and of thirteen inches, in such proportions of each as 
shall be demanded, at the following rates or prices, viz: For heavy cannon, of the caliber of twenty-four pounders 
and upwards, and for mortars of eight, ten, and thirteen inches, one hundred and thirty-three and one-third dollars 
per ton; for round shot, suitable for twenty-four pounders and larger calibers, ninety-five dollars per ton; for eight, 
ten, and thirteen inch shells, one hundred and fifty dollars per ton. 

It is agreed that all the cannon, cannon shot, and shells, herein mentioned, shall be delivered at the Bellona 
foundry, on James river, and be inspected and proved at the foundry; the inspection and proof being made at the 
expense of the United States; it being understood the contractors will furnish, free of expense, the necessary aid of 
laborers to assist in ~~ oe proving guns. 

It is further agreed, that the cannon shall be proved, and the shot and shells inspected, conformably to such 
regulations as have or hereafter may be established by the Ordnance Department; and the necessary drawings and 
dimensions, and weights of the cannon, cannon shot, and shells, shall be furnished by the Ordnance Department to 
the contractors, Messrs. Wirt and Clarke, with all convenient despatch. 


In testimony whereof, the parties have hereunto set their hands and affixed their seals, the day and year first 


above written. 
WILLIAM WIRT, 
JNO. C. CLARKE, 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, Colonel of Ordnance. 


Witness: Wiuri1am RippDatt. 


Whereas acontract or agreement was made between George Bomford, lieutenant colonel of ordnance, and Alex- 
ander McRae, of the city of Richmond, in Virginia, bearing date the 28th July, 1817, for the manufacture and delivery 
to the United States of ten thousand stands of arms, by the said Alexander McRae, in parcels of two thousand 
stands per annum; and to aid the said Alexander McRae in executing the work, it was stipulated that an advance 
of ten thousand dollars should be made to the said Alexander McRae, as, by a reference to the said contract, will 
more at large appear; and whereas the Secretary of War, on the application of the said Alexander McRae, has con- 
sented to make a further advance of fifteen thousand dollars: Now, it is hereby mutually agreed between the said 
Alexander McRae and Decius Wadsworth, colonel of ordnance, acting under the direction and with the approbation 
of the honorable John C. Calhoun, Secretary of War, that sufficient security shall be given to the United States for 
the amount of all moneys advanced; that is to say, that, by way of security for such moneys so advanced, a good 
and sufficient instrument of writing,’conveying to the United States a lien on a certain piece or parcel of land, situate 
and being on Fine creek, in the comely of Powhatan, and State aforesaid, containing ten acres, be the same more or 
less, and which is commonly called Pleasant’s Mill Seat, whereof Zachariah Brooks, of the said city of Richmond, 
is the owner of one moiety, and Branch T. Archer, of the said county of Powhatan, and the said Alexander McRae, 
are each the owner of one-fourth part, shall be executed by the said McRae, as attorney in fact for the said Brooks 
and the said Archer, and in his own proper person, for himself, or by the said Brooks, the said Archer, and the said 
McRae, each for himself. And it is further and hereby agreed that, on the delivery of the arms referred to in the 
contract aforesaid, a deduction, proportioned to the amount of the said advances, shall be made on each and every 
stand of arms agreed to be delivered. 

In testimony whereof, the parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals, this —— day of Au- 


gust, A. D. 1818, 
ALEXANDER McRAE, 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, 
Colonel ef Ordnance. 


Witness present: Wittiam Rippatt. 


MEMORANDUM. 


It is understood and agreed that the price of medium eighteen pounder cannon, to be fabricated for the United 
States’ service by Peter Townsend, shall be two hundred and twenty dollars for each gun, and not two hundred and 
twenty dollars per ton, as expressed (by mistake) in the contract made and concluded between Lieutenant Colonel 
Bomford, of the Ordnance Department, and the said Peter Townsend, bearing date the 30th day of January, A. D. 
1816. It is further agreed, in pursuance of the terms of the contract above specified, that a further advance of fif- 
teen thousand dollars shall be made to the said Peter Townsend, viz: Seven thousand five hundred dollars at this 
present’ time, and seven thousand five hundred dollars in the month of December next, to complete the full sum of 
sixty thousand dollars, agreed to be advanced to the said Peter Townsend by the terms of his original contract. 

he is further agreed that the cannon, mortar, shot, and shells, &c. contracted for by the said Peter ‘Townsend shall 
be fabricated and delivered for inspection at the rate of one hundred and twenty tons annum, computing from 
this present date, until the whole entire quantity contracted for shall have been received. 

ated at the Ordnance Office at Washington, this Ist day of September, A. D. 1818. 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 
PETER TOWNSEND. 
Witness the signature of D. Wadsworth: Tuos. G. Rinecoxp. 
Witness the signature of P. Townsend: James T. ALEXANDER. 


Articles of agreement, made and concluded at Washington City, in the District of Columbia, this sixteenth day 
of October, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, between Decius Wadsworth, colonel of ordnance, in the ser- 
vice of the United States, with the approbation and consent of the honorable John C. Calhoun, Secretary for the 
Department of War, on behalf of the United States, and Asa Waters, of Milbury, in the State of Massachusetts, 
witness: 

That the said Asa Waters doth covenant and agree to manufacture and deliver for the United States’ service, 
ten thousand stands of arms, with bayonets and ramrods complete, at the rate of two thousand stands each year, for 
five years, commencing with the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen. The arms so to be 
manufactured shall be, in os and quality, equal to those made at oe armory, for the United States’ 
service; and the barrels shall be proved, and the arms inspected, conformably to the regulations of the Ordnance 
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Department, and shall be packed in good boxes and cases, in the usual manner, each box or case containing twent 
stands of arms complete, in good order for transportation; and the said arms, after being duly proved and inapocted, 
shall be delivered at the arsenal of the United States, at Watertown, in the neighborhood of Boston, or at such 
other convenient place in the vicinity of Boston as may be designated by the Ordnance Department; the said Asa 
Waters being allowed a reasonable price for the boxes or cases used for packing the arms, and a reasonable price for 
the expenses of transporting the arms from Milbury to the arsenal. 

It is further agreed, that the price of the arms so to be manufactured shall be fourteen dollars for each stand 
complete, with bayonet and ramrod, inspected, proved, and packed, ready for transportation; the said Asa Waters 
to be entitled to have the arms proved and inspected, in parcels of not less than two hundred and fifty barrels or 
muskets, to be proved and inspected at the same time; the inspection and proof to be made at the expense of the 
United States, by a person to be deputed by the Ordnance Department for that Denier 

It is further agreed, that to aid the said Asa Waters in providing iron and other stock for carrying on the busi- 
ness, an advance of money equal to one dollar for each stand of arms contracted for shall be made to bims that is to 
say, five thousand dollars at this present time, and five thousand dollars on the first of April next; which advances 
shall be reimbursed by a deduction of one dollar on each stand of arms on their delivery. 

It is further agreed, that the said Asa Waters shall give satisfactory security for the faithful performance of this 
contract, by a penal bond, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, with one or more approved sureties. 

It is further agreed, that if the Ordnance Department should so far change the model of the muskets manufactured 
at the national armories, as to direct the barrels and _ bayonets to be finished of a brown color, after the manner 
commonly used, and direct the lecks to be finished without polishing, the said Asa Waters will conform to the 
directions which may be issued from the Ordnance Department to that effect, without claiming any extra compen- 
sation therefor; it being fully understood that the muskets contracted for by the said Asa Waters shall be, in all 
respects, of a uniform pattern with those which may be made at the United States’ armory. Should any alterations 
of pattern, other than above mentioned, be decreed by the Ordnance Department, the said Asa Waters will be en- 
titled to compensation for any extra expenses occasioned by such alterations. 

Whereas the said Asa Waters has used a methed of welding barrels for fire-arms by a tilt hammer, moved by 
water, of which method he claims to be the inventor, and has obtained from the President of the United States 
letters patent, allowing the exclusive use of the said invention for the period of fourteen years, from the date of the 
said letters patent, it is agreed by the said Asa Waters, that the aforesaid method of welding barrels may be used 
at all or any of the armories of the United States, and at any place where arms are or shall be made for the United 
States’ service, during the continuance of this contract. The said Asa Waters doth hereby covenant and agree, 
that no member of Congress is or shall be interested in this contract, directly or indirectly. It is understood and 
agreed, that the right shall be reserved to the United States of extending this contract to the fabrication of twenty 
thousand stands of arms, at the rate of two thousand stands a year; and in case of such extension, the privilege of 
using the method of welding gun-barrels by the tilt hammer, at the —_— armories of the United States, and at 
other places where arms shall be made for their use and service, will be understood to be conceded without limita- 
tion. 

In testimony whereof, the parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and affixed their seals, the day 

and year first above written. 
. ASA WATERS 


DECIUS WADSWORT H, Colonel of Ordnance. 
Witnesses present: James T. ALEXANDER, 
Wii Rippat. 


Know all men by these presents, that it is mutually agreed by and between the United States of America, (by 
the agency of Abraham R. W oolley, Esq., major of ordnance, ) and Colonel James Johnson, Great Crossings, Scott 
county, Kentucky: that the said Colonel James Johnson shall and will manufacture and deliver, within nine months 
from the date hereof, thirty thousand pounds of good and nae cannon powder. Said powder is to give on 
proof a range of one hundred and eighty-five yards upon a horizontal plane to an iron ball of the diameter and 
weight of a twenty-four pounder projected from an iron howitzer, eprouvette of the caliber of a twenty-four 
pounder, the muzzle elevated at an angle of forty-five degrees from the plane of the horizon, charged with one ounce 
avoirdupoise weight of the said powder, and is to be proved and inspected by the said Major A. R. Woolley, or 
by an officer of the Ordnance Department, to be appointed for that purpose by him. It is further agreed that the 
said powder shall be delivered at Pittsburg, New Orleans, or Bellefontaine, or at = | intermediate post or place on 
the Ohio or Mississippi rivers, agreeable to directions to be given by George Bomford. 

It is also understood that the said powder is to be of a uniformly large hard grain, and highly glazed; that no 
small grain whatever is to be intermixed with the large, and that no nitre shall be used in the manufacture of the 
said powder that has not been refined and is not perfectly pure. The price of the said powder, when delivered, is and 
shall be thirty-five cents for each and every pound delivered in good and substantial barrels of well seasoned stuff, 
containing one hundred = of powder in each barrel; the barrels to be furnished at the expense of Colonel 
James Johnson and the boat or boats in which the said powder shall be transported shall have an additional lining 
of well seasoned boards to protect the casks and powder from the dampness of the bottom of the boat. 

In witness whereof, we, the said parties, have interchangeably set our hands and affixed our seals, this 
first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen. 
JAMES JOHNSON. 


Witness: Ricnuarp M. Jounson. 


I guaranty the execution of the above contract on the part of Colonel James Johnson. 
BENJAMIN JOHNSON. 
Test: Richarp M. Jounson. 


Orpnance OrrFice, January 5, 1819. 


In addition to the foregoing, it is necessary to state that a contract has been entered into between the Ordnance 
Department and Nathan Starr, Jun., of Middletown, in the State of Connecticut, for ten thousand sabres for cavalry, 
and four thousand swords for infantry or artillery. The price of the sabres for cavalry to be five dollars, and of the 
swords for artillery four dollars, with iron scabbards , according to sample; to be delivered and paid for at the rate 
of not more than three thousand swords per annum, nor less than twenty-five hundred. As the writings relating to 
this last contract are not yet completed, it can only be noticed in this manner. ; 

Agreements have been made between the Ordnance Department and Robert Dingee, of Yonkers, near New 
York, for two thousand sets of accoutrements for infantry, with ,buff belts, and breastplate of brass, at the rate of 
three dollars a set; and for two thousand five hundred sword belts for infantry, to be made of buff leather, at one 
dollar and twenty-five cents each, including buckle, hook, and clasp. t ; : 

An agreement has also been made between the Ordnance Department and J. Lukins & Son, of Philadelphia, for 
three thousand sets of accoutrements for infantry, at two dollars and sixty-two and a half cents a set. 

The agreements for accoutrements and sword belts above stated have been arranged by means of a correspond- 


ence by letters, without the formality of any written contract. 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, Col. of Ordnance. 
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Statement of contracts made in the Department of Purchases, by the Commissary General and deputies, for the 
service of the year 1818. By Callender Irvine, Commissary General of Purchases. 







































































Dates. Contractors’ names. | Quantities and articles con- Prices. Where to be Remarks. 
tracted for. delivered. 
ec. 1, | dames BGenwell, - he Is. c. drilli $ Philadelph 
Dec. 1, | James Maxwell, - |10,000 yds. c. drilling, - |$0 31 per yard, iiladelphia . 
4, | John Parke, - |10,000 "i. do. - 31 ae oo _ eo ae agreeable 
9, | John Hewson, - 30,000 do.  shirting, - 26 per yard, “6 tee me mys me ge John 
9, | Patrick Valally, - | 5,000 do. drilling, - 31 per yard, és | dnsnapreci “all _ which 
9, | Thomas Ford, - |10,000 do. do. - 31 per yard, =  Baetheourapamnceas 
10, | Robert Dickson, - | 4,000 do.  shirting, - 26 per yard, és Executed in part—con- 
tract cancelled. 
Shirting delivered to D. 
Noon, deputy commis- 
11, | Peter H. Schenk, - |20,000 do. do. - 26 per yard, | New York, sary, and paid for by him; 
embraced in his state- 
J ment of contracts. 
12, | Louis Toulon, 5,000 do. do. - 26 per yard,| Philadelphia, |) 
15, | Jacob Taylor, - 10,000 do. do. - 26 per yard, ee 
17, | John Patterson, - | 5,000 do. do. -| 26 per yard, “ 
19, | John Hinshillwood, | 5,000 do. drilling, - 31 per yard, “ >All delivered agreeable 
23, | George McClelland,} 5,000 do.  shirting, - 26 per yard, “ | to contracts. 
Feb. 9, | John Hewson, - 20,000 do. drilling, - 33 per yard, “6 
13, | George Geissel, - 250 doz. pr. stockings, | 5 75 per doz. 6 J 
14, | James Arthurst, - | 8,000 yds. 7 white wool | 
kersey, - - 70 per yard, 6 Grey kersey delivered. 
3,000 do. grey do. - 85 per yard, 66 
18, | J. & W. Rogers, - | 8,000 do. white do. -| 70 per yard, “ | Contr’t nearly complet’d. 
20,| T. & P. Kelly, - |18,000 do. grey do. - 85 per yard, “ | 
20, | Burd Patterson, - | 4,000 do. grey do. - 85 per yard, és |All delivered agreeable 
21, | Henry Tarbett, -| 150 doz. pr. stockings, | 5 75 per doz. S | to contracts. 
24, | Dennis Kelly, - 40,000 yds. flannel, - 45 per yard, 6 J ; 
25, | V. & Cs. Dupont | 8,500 yds. ¢ blue cloth, | 2 50 per yard, * 2 All delivered agreeable 
& Co. 4,000 yds. ¢ black cloth, | 2 46 per yard, ot | 5 to contracts. 
27, | William Dawson, - 200 doz. pr. stockings, | 5 75 per doz. “6 2 All delivered agreeable 
Mar. 3, | James Kershaw, - {11,000 yds. 7 grey kersey,| 85 per yard, es to contracts. 
3, | S. & Jona. Rogers, (8,000 yds. 7 white do. 70 per yard, “ Has delivered 7,000 yard. 
3, | George McCallmont,|10,000 yds. ¢ grey cloth, | 1 91 per yard, “ > 
10,000 yds. 7 grey kersey,| 85 per yard, “e | 
2,500 yds. ¢ rifle cloth, | 2 50 per yard, = 
3, | Burton & Whyat, | 5,000 yds. flannel, - 45 per yard, 66 
3, | Francis Bellemere, 150 doz. pr. stockings, | 5 75 per doz.: “ PAll delivered agreeable 
4, | James Maxwell, - /10,000 yds. c. drilling, - 32 per yard, i to contracts. 
5, | Frederick Haas, - 100 doz. pr. stockings, 5 75 per doz. = 
5, | Joseph Ozeas, = - 100 doz. pr. stockings, | 5 75 per doz. = 
April 1, | James Maxwell, - |10,000 yds.  c. drilling, 33 per yard, = J 
1, | John Hewson, - [20,000 yds. c. shirting, - 29 per yard, 66 Has delivered 17,000 yds. 
1, | Geo. McClelland, - |10,000 yds. c. shirting, - | 29 per yard, “2 
1, | John Hinshillwood, [20,000 yds. c. drilling, - 33 per yard, “ All delivered agreeable 
1, | Jacob Taylor, - |10,000 yds. c. drilling, - 33 per yard, “ to contract. 
1, | John Watt, - | 5,000 yds. c drilling, - 33 per yard, “6 
Aug. 1, | Burd Patterson, - |10,000 yds. ? whitekersey,) 70 per yard, we Has delivered 6,000 yds. 
Leavenworth & Co. | 1,286 gross yellow coat | 2 25 per gross, ” Delivered agreeable to 
uttons, various. contract 
2,055 do. vest do. - | 1 25 per gross, ps ; 
William Rogers, - |30,000 =. c. shirting, - 29 per yard, . Has delivered 18,000 yds. 
Edgar Patterson, - | 5,000 blankets, - | 3 00 each, Philadelphia | ‘This contract is dated in 
& Washing-} 1817, and was to be exe- 
ton. cuted by Oct. 1818. The 
deliveries are deficient 
about 1,700 blankets. 
Contracts made by Darby Noon, Deputy Commissary during the year 1818. 
1818, | Scovill, Lansom, & | 6773 yds. grey kersey, 2 00 per yard, 
Co. 624 yds. ¢ blue cloth, | 2 50 al a N.York city,| Delivered agreeable to 
403 yds. flannel, - | 374 per yard, contract. 
William Arrison, - 20 gr. suspender butt.) 33; pr. gross,) N. York city,| Delivered agreeable to 
John Flark, - = oe tow cloth, - 31 per “ contract. 
81 ibs. sewing cotton,) 1 31 per Ib. . . 
63 Ibs. sewing thread,| 1 56 ee lb. rN. York city, ne agreeable to 
109 ;*,doz.pr. stockings| 5 75 per doz. |J a 
Ephraim Howard, 36 gro. shirt buttons, 9 per gross,| N. York city,| Delivered agreeable to 
Friend Humphrey, | 9,000 pairs of shoes, ~- | 1 40 per pair, contract. 
Keating Rawson, - | 2,000 pairs of shoes, - | 1 40 per pair, | { Albany and | Delivered agreeable to 
John oping, - | 5,000 pairs of shoes, - | 1 40 per pair, | { N.Yorkcity.| contract. 
Goble, Nichols, & | 3,000 pairs of shoes, - | 1 40 per pair, |) 
Andrews. 
James Runidlett, - | 8,803 yds. white kersey,; 70 per yard, 
5,511 yds. ¢ grey do. | 1 70 per yard, | we york cit All delivered agreeable to 
994 yds. do. do, | 2 00 per yard, , cHY>) contracts. 
2,2073 yds. do. cloth, | 1 91 per yard, |J 
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1819.] 
STATEMENT OF CONTRACTS—Continued. 
Dates. Contractors’ names. Quantities and articles Prices. Where to be Remarks. 
contracted for. delivered. 
1818. | James Rundlett, - | 2,598 yds. blue cloth, | 2 50 per yard, 
6964 yds. white kersey,| 1 70 per yard, 
Joseph Herring, -| 375 gross shirt moulds, 8 per gross, 
608 gross overall do. 31 per gross, 
Andrew Bachus, - | 5,443 yards flannel, - 45 per yard, 
4,500 do. cotton drilling,} 30 per yard, 
20,3184 do. cotton drilling,| 31 per yard, 
Jas. M. L. Scovill, | 5,109$ do. ¢ grey kersey,) 1 70 per yard, 
9974 do. do. prey cloth,| 1 91 per yard, 
2,064§ do. do. blue cloth,| 2 50 per yard, 
8,211¢ do. flannel, - 45 per yard, 
636 g. art. coat buttons,) 2 25 per gross, 
632 do. vest do. | 1 25 per gross,| }N. Yorkcity.|All delivered agreeable to 
25 do.rifledo. do. | 1 25 per gross, f contracts. 
351 do. inf. coat do. 50 per gross, 
292 do. vest do. 25 per gross, | 
Peter H. Schenk & |20,1604 yds. c. shirting 26 per yard, 
Co. 2,665 yds. do. . do. 28 per yard, 
Catharine Dent, - | 4,825 bands and tassels, 8 each, 
Thos. R. Williams, | 5,9664 yards flannel, - 45 per yard, 
James Robertson, - | 7,3914 yards flannel, - | 45 per yard, 
William Jackson, - | 1,500 pair list socks, - 50 per pair, 
John C. Gale, - | 1,600 cockades & eagles, 74 each, 
9,000 gaither straps, - 2 each, J 
Robert Dingee, - | 2,299 leather caps, - | 1 75 each, 
4,500 wot ecks, - . - —— ve city. i y= me eagles 
830 cockades & eagles, 73 each, to be delivered. 
| Robert pomenh On. 2,3654 ae tow cloth, 31 per yard, 
| B. - Haight, - 540 gross of moulds, - 18 per gross, . : 
Jas. Gribbin ¥ Co. 130 pounds thread, - | 1 00 per pound bs York city. Ae eee agreeable to 
wae yo apres yards ‘ag er 31 per yard, A 
William’ P. Gould, | 8,000 knapsacks, gum’d, |§ 1 79 for both | 3'N. Yorkcity.|All is varni 
L ; y. the cloth is varnished 
8,000 haversacks, 1 3 but the knapsacks and 
ieee not complet- 
ed. 




















Contracts made by John M’ Kinney, deputy commissary, during the year 1818. 


























James Johnson, 103 doz. pair stockings,) 5 88 per dozen) 
34 do. do. mittens, | 4 50 per dozen 
Tandy & Allen, 474 do. do. stockings,| 5 88 per dozen 
John Bryan, 500 leather stocks, - 124 each, 
Joseph K. Gline, 43 doz. i. stockings,| 5 88 per dozen 
John McLeer, 74; do. do. do. 5 75 per dozen 
Francis T. Helm, 150 yards flannel, —- 40 per yard 
6463 do. cloth for lining,| 1 123 per yard, 
3864 do. do. do. 98 per yard, 
39 blankets, - | 2 90 each, 
161 yards cloth, - | 1 50 per yard, | }Newport, Ky/All delivered agreeable to 
3 doz. pair stockings,| 5 75 per dozen contract. 
404 yards black cloth, | 2 50 per yard, 
1,498 do. cotton shirting,| 27 per yard, 
Joseph C. Wood-| 300 leather caps,  - | 1 95 each, 
ward, 612 cockades & eagles, 83 each, 
Sam. & Robert Best, | 1,500 infantry cap plates,) 20 each, 
1,000 artillery cap plates,| 20 each, 
Hubbard Berry, 711 epaulets, - 374 each, 
Elijah Fowler, 724 bands and tassels, Teach, | 
Thomas W. Harris, | 1,075 pair shoes, - | 1 49 per pair, |J 
Cones Manu- Nom ag pe “te S per yard, 
acturing Co. ’ 0. ; grey cloth, per yard, : . 
F 13600 do. } do. kersey, | 85 per yard, | (Newport, Ky/This manufactory isengag- 
300 do. 7 do. kersey, | 90 per yard ey ae as 
? U. States, and will soon 
complete the contracts. 
James Trainor, 816 leather caps, 1 95 each, 4 
345 leather stocks, 123 each, 
992°cockades & eagles, 83 each, 
129 Glengary knaps’ks| 1 623 each, 
Merrill Scarlot, 285 pairs of shoes, 1 49 per pair, 
Owen Owens, 506 om of shoes, 1 49 per . i 
Lexington Manufac- 96 blankets, 2 90 each, >Newport, K.| All delivered agreeably 
turing Co. 2,3264 yds. ¢ grey cloth, | 2 00 per yard, to contracts. 
88 yds. $ grey cloth, | 2 60 per yard, 
1,453 yds. annel, 50 per yard 
Richard Southgate, 78; yds. cloth, | 904 per yard, 
1; dz. pair stockings,| 5 88 per doz. 
Brisson Coudie & Co} 1,3993 yds. c. drilling, 33 per yard, 
721 yds. c. shirting, 27 per yard, J 
James Royle, 1,000 blankets, 3 00 each, - - 506 blankets delivered. 
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STATEMENT OF CONTRACTS—Continued. 


— ——_——-. 
—-— — 








Date. Contractors’ narhes. Quantities and articles Prices. Where to be Remarks. 
contracted for. delivered. 








1818. | W.A. & D. Lewis, | 1,239 pairs of shoes, $1 49 per pair, | Newport, Ky.) Delivered agreeably to 
contract. 

(| This contract completed, 
except the shirting for 
sergeants, and the con- 


William Blackburn, | 3,000 yds. twilled cotton, 36 per yard, tract extended to make 
4,500 yds. c. shirting, 28 per yard, } up for the failure of L. 

1,500 yds. twilled cotton, 34 per yard, r ewport, < | ‘Sanders in cotton goods. 

300 yds. c. shirting, 31 per yard,|| Ky. The factory is exclusive- 

150 yds. twilled cotton,) 39 per yard, |J ly engaged for the U.S., 


and makes a delivery 
| twice a month. 





Lewis Sanders, 5,500 yds. twilled cotton, 34 per yard, |) 
500 yds. bleached do. 36 per yard, | | 
2,000 yds. ¢ grey kersey,| 85 per yard, | | Sewn. K No deliveries have been 
500 yds. 3 grey kersey,; 95 per yard, r ewport, + made on this contract. 
2,000 yds. 3 white do. 70 per yard, | } 
500 yds. 7 white do. 80 per yard, |J 




















Commissary GENERAL’s Orrice, Puitapetpnia, December, 8, 1818. 
CALLENDER IRVINE, 
Commissary General of Purchases. 


J.C Catnoun, Esq., Secretary of War. 


D. 
Contract made between Joseph G. Swift and Benjamin W. Hopkins on the 13th May, 1818. 


This agreement or contract, made and concluded this thirteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighteen, by and between Joseph G. Swift, chief engineer, on the part of the War Depart- 
ment of the United States, of the one pari, and Benjamin W. Hopkins, of the State of Vermont, of the other part, 
witnesseth: That the said Benjamin W. Hopkins will, for the consideration hereinafter stated, well and truly con- 
struct, or cause to be constructed, at such 'place in the vicinity of Mobile Point, Alabama, as the United States by 
any engineer may direct, a fort, to be constituted of such walls, ditches, embankments, buildings, parts, and dimen- 
sions, as the said engineer may, from time to time, prescribe. And the said Benjamin W. Hopkins will well and 
truly furnish all materials of such ome be all artisans, laborers, and workmanship, requisite for the construction 
of the fort aforesaid, as may be prescribed by the said engineer, and the whole workmanship and materials to be 
executed and found by the said Benjamin W. Hopkins; and the said Benjamin W. Hopkins will grout, or cause to 
be grouted, all the walls of the said fort; and that the construction of the said fort shall be commenced by the said 
Benjamin W. Hopkins, on or before the first day of October, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen; and that the 
said fort shall be completed, or caused to be completed, by him, the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, by the first day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one. And the said War Department of the United States, by Joseph 
G. Swift aforesaid, will well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto him, the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, for the 
workmanship and materials aforesaid, as follows, that is to say: for every cubic yard of earth excavated and removed 
as aforesaid, eighty-three cents and eight-tenths of a cent; for every cubic yard of brick masonry, eleven dollars; 
for all carpentry, where scantling or joists may be used of dimensions not exceeding in measure ten by ten inches in 
breadth and thickness, sixty-two and one-half of a cent per yard, running measure; for all carpentry, where joists, 
of dimensions smaller than six inches by eight inches breadth and thickness, may be used, forty-four cents per yard, 
running measure; for all flooring with two inch stuff, two dollars and twenty-five cents per square yard; for all 
flooring with three inch stuff, three dollars and fifty cents per square yard; for all double doors, five dollars and fifty 
cents per square yard; for all windows, including frames, shutters, sash, and glazing, five dollars and fifty cents per 
square yard; for all bunks and ceilings, one dollar and twenty-five cents per square iy for all wainscoting, thirty- 
seven and a half cents per running yard; for all iron work, twenty-five cents per pound. And the said Joseph G. Switt, 
on the part of the United States as aforesaid, will pay, or cause to be paid, unto him, the said Benjamin W. Hopkins, 
the amount of value of every cargo of materials which the engineer aforesaid may pronounce to be delivered of pro- 
per quality, at or near the said Mobile Point, for the construction of a fort as aforesaid; the said value and amount 
to be considered in part payment of the work aforesaid: Provided, always, That the said Benjamin W. Hopkins shal! 
and do deliver to the said engineer the invoice of the materials so delivered as aforesaid. And the said Joseph G. 
Swift, on the part of the United States as aforesaid, shall and will pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said Benjamin 
W. Hopkins, the sum of twelve thousand five hundred dollars, if demanded at the close of every month after the 
work shall have been commenced: Provided, always, That the said work, so done at the close of every month as 
aforesaid, shall amount to twelve thousand five hundred dollars, exclusive of the materials used in the construction 
of the said work. It is clearly understood by this agreement or contract that the work shall be executed agreeably 
to the orders and to the satisfaction of the said engineer or engineers, whom the Government may appoint to direct 
or superintend the work as aforesaid; also, it is understood by the parties hereunto, that all walls of masonry shall be 
estimated in measurement by their actual length, breadth, and thickness. This agreement or contract shall be con- 
sidered binding upon bothiparties hereunto subscribing, as soon as the Secretary of Warshall have signified, in writing, 
hereupon, his approval of the securities given for the faithful execution of this agreement. It is also understood that 
at least thirty thousand cubical yards of masonry will be constructed, and at least one hundred thousand cubical 
yards of earth will be excavated and removed in constructing the fort as aforesaid. 7 

In witness whereof, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above written. 

J. G. SWIFT 
B. W. HOPKINS. 


Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of 
©. VanpEVENTER, 
Georce Branevy. 
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Contract made between Joseph G. Swift and Richard Harris, July 17, 1818. 


This agreement, or contract, made and concluded this seventeenth day of July, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen, by and between Joseph G. Swift, on the part of the War Department of ‘the 
United States, of the one part, and Richard Harris, of Richmond, State of Virginia, of the other part, witnesseth: 
That the said Richard Harris will, for the consideration hereinafter stated, well and truly construct, or cause to be 
constructed, at such place on Dauphin Island, Mobile Bay, as the United States by any engineer may direct, a fort, 
to be constituted of such walls, ditches, embankments, buildings, parts, and dimensions, as the said engineer may 
from time to time prescribe. And the said Richard Harris will well and truly furnish all materials of such quality, and 
all artisans, laborers, and workmanship, requisite for the construction of the fort aforesaid, as may be prescribed by 
the said engineer; and the whole workmanship and materials to be executed and found by the said Richard Harris. 
And the said Richard Harris will grout, or cause to be grouted, all the walls of said fort; and that the construction 
of said fort shall be commenced, by the said Richard Harris, on or before the first day of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighteen; and that the said fort shall be completed, or caused to be completed by him, the said Richard 
Harris, on or before the first day of December, eighteen hundred and twenty-one. 

And the said War Department of the United States, by Joseph G. Swift, aforesaid, will well and truly pay, or 
cause to be paid unto him, the said Richard Harris, for the workmanship aforesaid, as follows, that is to say: for 
every cubic yard of earth excavated and removed, as aforesaid, eighty-three cents and eight-tenths of a cent; for 
every cubic yard of brick masonry, eleven dollars; for all carpentry, where scantling or joists may be used, of 
dimensions not exceeding in measure ten by ten inches breadth and thickness, sixty-two cents and one-half of a 
cent per yard, running measure;/for all carpentry, where joists of dimensions smaller than six inches by eight inches 
breadth and thickness may be used, forty-four cents per yard, running measure; for all flooring, with two inch stuff, 
two dollars and twenty-five cents per square yard; for all flooring with three inch stuff, three dollars and fifty cents 
per square yard; for all double doors, five dollars and fifty cents per square yard; for all windows, including frames, 
shutters, sash, and glazing, five dollars and fifty cents per square yard; for all bunks and ceilings, one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per square yard; for all wainscoting, thirty-seven and a half cents per running yard; for all iron 
work, twenty-five cents per pound. And the said Joseph G. Swift, on the part of the War Department of the United 
States, as aforesaid, will pay, or cause to be paid unto him, the said Richard Harris, the amount of value of — 
cargo of materials which the engineer aforesaid may pronounce to be delivered, of proper quality, at Dauphin Island, 
aforesaid, for the construction of the fort aforesaid; the said value and amount to be considered in part payment of 
the works aforesaid: Provided, always, That the said Richard Harris shall and do deliver to the said engineer, the 
invoice of the materials so delivered as aforesaid. And the said Joseph G. Swift, on the part of the United States 
as aforesaid, shall and will pay, or cause to be paid unto the said Richard G. Harris, the sum of twelve thousan 
five hundred dollars, if demanded, at the close of every month after the work shall have been commenced: Pro- 
vided, always, That the said work so done at the close of every month, as aforesaid, shall amount to twelve thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, exclusive of the materials used in the construction of said work. Itis clearly understood 
by this agreement, or contract, that the work shall be executed agreeably to the orders, and to the satisfaction of the 
said engineer, or engineers, whom the Government may appoint to direct or superintend the works, as aforesaid. 
Also, it is understood by the parties hereunto subscribing, that the walls of masonry shall be estimated in measure- 
ment, by their actual length, breadth, and thickness. ‘This agreement, or contract, shall be considered binding 
upon both parties hereunto subscribing, as soon as the a a of War shall have signified, in writing, hereupon, 
his approval of the securities given for the faithful execution of this agreement. It is also understood, that at least 
thirty thousand cubical yards of masonry will be constructed, and at least one hundred thousand cubical yards of 
earth will be excavated and removed in constructing the fort aforesaid. : 

In witness whereof, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above mentioned. 


J. G. SWIFT, 
RICHARD HARRIS. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
C. VanpDEVENTER, 
Georce BLaney. 


Contract made between Joseph G. Swift, and James Bennett and Peter Morte, July 20, 1818. 


This agreement, or contract, made and concluded this twentieth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighteen, by and between Joseph G. Swift, on the part of the War Department of the United 
States, of the one part, and James Bennett and Peter Morte, of the city of Washington, of the other part, witnesseth: 
That the said James Bennett and Peter Morte will, for consideration hereinafter stated, well and truly construct, 
or cause to be constructed, at such places at, or in the vicinity of, Chef Menteur and Rigolet Passes, in Lake Pont- 
chartrain, Louisiana, as the United States, by any engineer, may direct, a fort, or forts, to be constituted of such 
walls, ditches, embankments, buildings, parts, and dimensions, as the said engineer may from time to time prescribe. 
And the said James Bennett and Peter Morte will well and truly furnish all materials of such quality, and all 
artisans, laborers, and workmanship, requisite for the construction of the fort, or forts, aforesaid, as may be pre- 
scribed by the said engineer, and the whole workmanship and materials to be executed and found by the said James 
Bennett and Peter Morte; and the said James Bennett and Peter Morte will grout, or cause to be grouted, all the 
walls of the said fort, or forts; and that the construction of the said fort, or forts, shall be commenced by the said 
James Bennett and Peter Morte, on or before the first day of December, eighteen hundred and eighteen; and that 
the said fort, or forts, shall be completed, or caused to be completed by them, the said James Bennett and Peter 
Morte, by the first day of December, eighteen hundred and twenty-one. And the said War Department of the 
United States, by Joseph G. Swift, aforesaid, will well and truly pay, or cause to be paid unto them, the said James 
Bennett and Peter Morte, for the workmanship and materials aforesaid, as follows, that is to say: for every cubic 
yard of earth excavated and removed, as aforesaid, eighty-three cents and eight-tenths of a cent; for every cubic 
yard of brick masonry, eleven dollars; for all carpentry, where scantling or joists may be used, of dimensions not 
exceeding in measure ten by ten inches, breadth and thickness, sixty-two cents and one half of a cent per yard, run- 
ning measure; for all carpentry, where joists of dimensions smaller than six inches by eight inches, breadth and 
thickness, may be used, forty-four cents per yard, running measure; for all flooring with two inch stuff, two 
dollars and twenty-five cents per square yard; for all flooring with three inch stuff, three dollars and fifty cents 
per square yard; for all double doors, five dollars and fifty cents per square yard; for all windows, including 
frames, shutters, sash, and glazing, five dollars and fifty cents per square yard; for all bunks and ceilings, one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per square yard; for all wainscoting, thirty-seven and a half cents per runni 
yard; for all iron work, twenty-five cents per pound. And the said Joseph G. Swift, on the part of the Unit 
States, as aforesaid, will pay, or cause to be paid unto them, the said James Bennett and Peter Morte, the 
amount of value of every cargo of materials which the engineer aforesaid may pronounce to be delivered, of 
proper quality, at or near the said Chef Menteur and Rigolet Passes, for the construction of the fort, or forts, as 
aforesaid; the said value and amount to be considered in part payment of the work aforesaid: Provided, always, 
That the said James Bennett and Peter Morte shall and do deliver to the said engineer, the invoice of the materials 
so delivered, as aforesaid; and the said Joseph G. Swift, on the part of the United States, as aforesaid, shall and 
will pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said James Bennett and Peter Morte, the sum of ten thousand dollars, if de- 
manded, at the close of every month after the work shall have been commenced: Provided, always, That the said 
work, so done at the close of every month, as aforesaid, shall amount to ten thousand dollars, exclusive of the mate- 
rials used in the construction of the said work. It is clearly understood, by this agreement, or contract, that the 
work shall be executed agreeably to the orders, and to the satisfaction of the said engineer, or engineers, whom the 
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Government may appoint to direct or superintend the work, as aforesaid. Also, it is understood by the parties 
hereunto, that all walls of masonry shall be estimated in measurement, by their actual length, breadth, and thickness. 
This agreement, or contract, shall be considered binding upon both pone hereunto subscribing, as soon as the 
Secretary of War shall have signified, in writing, hereupon, his approval of the securities given for the faithful exect - 
tion of this ment. It is also understood, that at least twenty thousand cubical yards of masonry will be con- 
structed, and fifty thousand cubical yards of earth excavated in pow peng by: fort, or forts, as aforesaid. 
In witness whereof,.the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals, the day and year first above written. 
J. G. SWIFT, 
JAMES BENNETT, 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence-of PETER MORTE. 
Frepericx Lewis, 
Gerorce Buaney. 


Contract made between Joseph G. Swift and Elijah Mix, July 25, 1818. 


This agreement, made between Joseph G. Swift, on the part of the War Department of the United States, of the 
one part, and Elijah Mix, of New York, of the other part, witnesseth: 

That the said Elijah Mix agrees to deliver one hundred and fifty thousand perch of stone, from the banks of York 
river, in Virginia, agreeably to samples this day lodged in the Engineer Department, at Old Point Comfort, and the 
Rip Rap Shoals, in Hampton Roads, Virginia, at the rate of not less than three thousand perch per month, com- 
mencing by the fifteenth day of September, eighteen hundred and eighteen. And the aforesaid Joseph G. Swift 
agrees to pay, or cause to be paid him, the said Elijah Mix, three dollars a perch, for every perch of stone delivered 
at the abovementioned places —_ to this contract. . ; 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, this twenty-fifth day of July, one thousand eight 

hundred and eighteen, at the city of Washington. 1. 6. SWIFT 
- U. 7 


ELIJAH MIX. 
Witness, C. VANDEVENTER. 


Contract made between S. Babcock and Thomas Maguire, November 5, 1818. 


Articles of agreement, made and concluded this fifth day of November, eighteen hundred and eighteen, between 
Thomas Maguire, of Wilmington, and S. Babcock, captain of engineers, on the part of the United States, witnesseth: 
That the said Maguire agrees to deliver, at the Pea Patch Island, during the year next ensuing, twenty thousand 
bushels of lime; said lime to be of the best quality, and to be delivered at such times, and in such quantities, as said 
Babcock may require: and for every bushel of lime, so delivered in good order, said Babcock agrees, in behalf of the 
United States, to pay the sum of thirty-nine cents. 
THOMAS MAGUIRE, 


Signed in presence of S. BABCOCK. 
Joun Mount. 





